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The Preparatory  Years 





Introduction 
The tragedy o f Hungarian Jewry reached it s climax between May I5  an d 
July 7 , 1944 . During this period nearl y hal f a  million Jews were expelle d 
from Hungar y t o th e deat h camps . The remova l o f th e Jews fro m Hun -
gary—except fo r thos e o f th e capital , Budapest—wa s absolute , an d wa s 
executed rapidl y an d efficiently . Thi s dramati c event , unusua l eve n 
against the background o f the Holocaust, did not take place in a vacuum. 
Its root s gre w ou t o f a  relationshi p tha t ha d persiste d ove r generation s 
between a n expelle d peopl e an d th e populatio n fro m whic h the y wer e 
removed. 

March 19 , 1944—th e da y German y invade d Hungary—i s a n impor -
tant mileston e i n th e fatefu l event s tha t struc k th e Jews o f Hungar y i n 
the summe r o f 1944 . Nevertheless , th e backgroun d t o thi s day , an d t o 
these events , i s crucial . A s noted b y th e historia n Jaco b Katz , 

If our intention is to compare the run of events during the Holocaust period 
in th e differen t countrie s involved , wit h regar d t o th e behavio r o f th e 
surrounding populace, we must broaden th e scope of our examination t o 
include the relations betwee n th e Jews and thei r environmen t i n the gen-
erations preceding the Holocaust. A country such as Holland, where Jews 
could move among the general population with heads held high, bears no 
resemblance t o Hungary , wher e Jewis h head s wer e lowere d befor e th e 
catastrophe struck. 1 

I will discus s her e the history o f Hungaria n Jewr y fro m th e arriva l o f 
Jews i n Hungar y a t th e en d o f th e seventeent h centur y u p unti l th e lat e 
1930s. The Jewish community experienced many significant change s dur -
ing it s tim e i n Hungary . It s number s grew , an d i t sough t t o integrat e 
itself b y activel y contributin g t o th e economic , scientific , cultural , an d 
artistic developmen t o f Hungary . 

Hungarian Jews ' relation s wit h thei r neighbor s hav e a  lon g history . 
In the middl e o f th e nineteenth century , th e Jews fough t wit h dedicatio n 
against the Hapsburg regim e in the Hungarian Wa r o f Liberation . I n th e 
1880s, th e communit y bor e th e brun t o f a  bloo d libe l tha t stirre d u p 

3 
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antisemitism throughou t th e state . Afte r Worl d Wa r I , blood y pogrom s 
were wage d agains t th e Jews, and th e earl y 1920 s sa w th e introductio n 
of discriminator y anti-Jewis h legislation . And , whil e th e civi l statu s o f 
the Jews wa s rendere d equa l t o tha t o f othe r citizen s i n the 1860s , the y 
were compelle d t o figh t fo r thre e additiona l decade s t o attai n ful l rec -
ognition fo r Judaism . 

In the fight against the official recognitio n o f Judaism, both the churc h 
and th e priesthoo d playe d centra l roles , o n occasio n eve n leadin g anti -
semitic forces/ Th e Catholic church eve n se t up a  special political party , 
the Catholi c People' s party , t o wag e th e parliamentary wa r agains t rec -
ognition. Variou s Christia n partie s evolve d ou t o f th e Catholi c People' s 
party an d continue d thei r antisemiti c effort s fo r years , unti l th e earl y 
1940s. 

The churc h an d th e priesthoo d activel y emphasize d th e difference s 
between the Christian an d Jewish populations o f Hungary. They stresse d 
time and agai n the "foreignness " o f the Jews, their intrinsi c "difference " 
from th e res t o f th e populace , an d promote d th e ide a tha t Jew s ha d n o 
place i n Christia n Hungaria n society . 

As a  resul t o f thi s histor y o f antisemitism , th e Jewish communit y i n 
Hungary rang in the year 1938 , which marked the beginning of the period 
of anti-Jewis h legislation , wit h it s hea d bowed. 3 

Background 
On Augus t 29 , 1526 , a  Turkis h arm y le d b y Sulta n Suleima n II , "Th e 
Magnificent," defeate d th e Hungarian arm y i n a  battle nea r th e town o f 
Mohacs i n southern Hungary . To this day the Hungarians cal l the battl e 
and it s consequences "th e Mohac s disaster, " an d fo r goo d reason . Mos t 
of th e Hungaria n arm y wa s destroyed , th e kin g o f Hungar y wa s killed , 
and th e kingdo m o f Hungar y wa s expose d t o a  Turkis h invasion . Th e 
Turks advance d withou t hesitatio n towar d Buda , th e capital , an d suc -
cessfully conquere d much of Hungary's territory. The Turkish occupatio n 
lasted abou t 15 0 years , durin g whic h tim e Hungar y serve d t o a  larg e 
extent as a battlefield betwee n two rival powers, the Ottoman an d Haps -
burg empires, that waged war with each other fo r hegemony over centra l 
Europe. From tim e to tim e loca l Hungaria n prince s joine d thi s struggle , 
fighting eac h othe r unde r th e auspice s o f th e riva l empires . 

The Hapsburg s triumphe d i n th e end , takin g Bud a i n 1686 , an d th e 
Turks withdrew fro m Hungary . Th e retreating Turkish arm y was joine d 
by mos t o f th e Jew s livin g a t th e tim e i n Hungary . Th e conques t an d 
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ensuing war s lai d Hungar y t o wast e an d decimate d it s population. 4 I n 
order t o restor e th e land , th e Hapsburg s transferre d larg e groups o f th e 
people unde r thei r contro l t o Hungary . Amon g thes e wer e Jews . 

The Jews cam e mainl y fro m th e northwest , fro m Moravia , an d fro m 
the northeast , fro m Poland . Thi s migration , whic h bega n towar d th e 
close of th e seventeenth century , laid th e basi s fo r th e Hungarian Jewis h 
community i n th e moder n period . 

This Jewish migratio n continue d afte r th e organized migratio n o f var -
ious nationa l minoritie s ha d com e t o a n end , an d th e Jewis h increas e 
was large r tha n tha t o f th e Hungaria n populatio n i n general . Thus , th e 
number o f Jew s i n Hungar y gre w steadil y unti l Worl d Wa r I . I n 1720 , 
about twelv e thousan d Jew s live d i n Hungary ; i n 1787 , abou t ninety -
three thousand; 5 b y 1880 , les s tha n a  centur y later , thei r numbe r ha d 
reached 625,000 . O n th e ev e of Worl d Wa r I , in 1910 , Hungarian Jew s 
totaled 911,227. 6 Th e proportion o f Jews, when compare d t o th e entir e 
population, gre w a s well : i n 1815 , Jew s mad e u p 1. 8 percen t o f th e 
population, wherea s i n 188 0 thi s figur e ha d reache d 4. 4 percen t an d i n 
1910 5  percent. 7 

Upon thei r arriva l i n Hungary , mos t Jew s settle d i n th e village s ad -
jacent t o th e borde r the y ha d jus t crosse d o n thei r wa y t o Hungary . 
During the ensuing decades, many move d to cities , mainly to the capital , 
Budapest. The Jewish population of the capital grew accordingly: in 1815, 
1,734 J e w s n v e d i n Budapest , bu t withi n thirty-fiv e year s thi s numbe r 
had grow n tenfold , reachin g abou t seventee n thousan d b y 1850 , whil e 
in 191 0 ove r tw o hundre d thousan d Jew s live d there . Thi s figure  wa s 
equivalent t o abou t 2 3 percen t o f th e population o f th e capital , an d th e 
Jews o f Budapes t mad e u p almos t 2 2 percen t o f th e entir e Jewish pop -
ulation o f Hungary. 8 

The interna l migratio n o f Hungaria n Jewr y resulte d i n basi c change s 
in th e socia l an d spiritua l structur e o f th e Jewis h community. 9 In  th e 
words o f th e historia n Katzburg , 

In Pest, and the largest of the country towns, there was evolving from th e 
beginning o f th e nineteent h centur y a  Jewish bourgeoisie , ou t o f whic h 
there grew, during the development of a  capitalistic economy, an aristoc-
racy of wealthy Jews Thi s stratum of financial giants, large bourgeoisie, 
and well-off middl e class, was not characteristic of the entire Jewish com-
munity, though contemporaries tended to identify i t with the Jewish com-
munity, by means of superficial generalization. 10 

From statistica l dat a relatin g t o th e first  decad e o f th e twentiet h cen -
tury, i t seem s tha t 

....
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the tw o mai n sector s fro m whic h mos t o f th e Jews mak e thei r livin g ar e 
trading an d credit . Ou t o f th e 225,00 0 engage d i n thes e sectors , som e 
110,000 ar e Jews, more tha n hal f o f who m ar e self-employed—i.e. , shop -
keepers an d small-scal e traders . 

In th e variou s branche s o f craftsmanshi p ther e ar e som e 85,00 0 Jews , 
half o f who m ar e self-employe d an d hal f employe d b y others . Tw o oc -
cupations i n this secto r i n which th e Jews ar e employed i n especially larg e 
numbers: bar s (12,00 0 Jew s a s agains t 29,00 0 non-Jews ) an d tailorin g 
(5,000 Jews a s agains t 25,00 0 non-Jews) . 

In agricultur e th e Jews appea r i n considerabl e number s a s owner s an d 
as lessor s o f larg e an d middle-size d estates , especiall y fro m th e las t thir d 
of th e nineteent h centur y onwar d 

Jews stan d ou t i n th e fre e profession s i n fou r fields : law , medicine , 
journalism an d art . Ou t o f 11,00 0 lawyer s . .. some 5,00 0 ar e Jewish 
Out o f 2,10 0 doctor s engage d i n privat e practic e som e 1,30 0 ar e Jews . 
They stan d ou t als o amon g governmen t doctor s (4 0 percent ) an d doctor s 
employed i n clinic s an d hospital s (ove r a  third i n each o f th e two classes) . 
Out o f 1,21 4 newspape r editors , 51 6 ar e Jews . Ou t o f artist s (painters , 
sculptors, actors , musicians , etc. ) som e 2 0 percen t ar e Jews.11 

The Jew s woul d neve r hav e reache d suc h height s ha d the y no t bee n 
granted equa l rights . Th e proces s wa s a  continuou s one , ful l o f struggle s 
between Jew s an d th e libera l circle s tha t ha d supporte d equa l right s fo r 
Jews, o n th e on e hand , an d thei r opponents , o n th e other . I n 1848—49 , 
Hungary fough t a  wa r o f liberatio n agains t th e yok e o f Austri a an d th e 
Hapsburg dynasty . Th e Jew s participate d i n th e wa r o f liberation , bot h 
as fighter s an d a s supplier s o f th e army , whic h ha d quickl y bee n orga -
nized. Th e Hungaria n writer , Mo r Jokai , wrote , 

When th e minorities o f various races and o f various nationalities , who ha d 
enjoyed ful l freedo m i n ou r homelan d an d who m Hungar y ha d release d 
from thei r fat e a s vassals, making them master s of their lands—when thes e 
minorities launched a n armed attac k agains t Hungary, in this very struggle 
the Hebre w rac e sacrifice d it s ow n blood , it s ow n self , an d it s ver y sou l 
upon th e alta r o f th e defens e o f lega l freedom . I n thi s wa y th e Hebre w 
race acted, uniqu e i n that onl y the Jews were not granted equa l civi l right s 
among th e million s i n ou r homeland. Ji 

The Hungaria n revolutionar y leader , Lajo s Kossuth , stated , "Twent y 
thousand Jew s fough t bravel y i n ou r army. " Som e scholar s fee l tha t thi s 
number i s exaggerated , bu t nevertheles s i t i s clear tha t Jews di d tak e par t 
in the war , an d eve n reache d th e ran k o f officers : n o les s than eigh t Jewis h 
officers serve d a t th e ran k o f major , togethe r wit h mor e tha n fifty  Jewis h 
doctors. Th e revolutionar y commandin g officer , Gorgey , sai d o f th e Jew -
ish soldiers : "I n thei r discipline , thei r persona l courage , thei r devotion , 

....
....
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and i n ever y positiv e militar y characteristic , the y performe d honorabl y 
together wit h th e othe r soldiers." 13 

As a n expressio n o f th e Hungaria n revolutionar y government' s ap -
preciation o f the Jews' patriotic stand, the government proposed grantin g 
the Jews equa l rights . Th e la w wa s adopte d whil e th e fighting  wa s stil l 
going on , o n Jul y 28 , 1849 , a  shor t tim e befor e th e collaps e o f th e 
revolution. I n broa d terms , th e la w state d tha t "anyon e professin g th e 
religion o f Mose s bor n withi n th e border s o f th e stat e o f Hungar y o r 
who ha s settle d i n Hungar y i n a  lega l fashion—partake s o f al l thos e 
political and civi l rights enjoyed b y anyone professing an y other faith." 14 

With the collapse of the revolution, the Austrians imposed on Hungar y 
an absolutis t regime . U p unti l 186 7 the y di d awa y wit h parliamentar y 
activity an d rule d Hungar y directl y durin g mos t o f thi s period. Thus th e 
decision t o gran t th e Jew s equa l right s remaine d meaningles s fro m a 
practical standpoint—especiall y sinc e the Austrian s wer e enrage d a t th e 
active rol e th e Jew s ha d playe d i n th e revolution . A s the y pu t it , " a 
decisive majority o f Hungarian Jews furthered th e revolution b y crimina l 
activity; withou t thei r participatio n th e revolutio n woul d no t hav e bee n 
able t o reac h thos e dimension s i t i n fac t achieved." 15 

In 186 7 th e Austrian s an d th e Hapsbur g monarch y reache d a  "com -
promise" wit h th e Hungarians . Th e Austrian s recognize d th e indepen -
dence of Hungary , it s Parliament, an d it s government. A t the same time, 
the Hungarians agree d tha t foreign , military , an d financial  affair s woul d 
be administere d togethe r b y both states . 

The renewal of parliamentary activity put the question of Jewish eman-
cipation bac k o n th e public and parliamentar y agenda . Th e governmen t 
presented a  bil l tha t wa s intende d t o solv e th e problem . Th e bil l wa s 
worded a s follows : 

[1] The Jewish inhabitants of the country are hereby declared to have rights 
equal t o thos e o f th e Christia n inhabitants , a s fa r a s politica l an d civi l 
rights are concerned. 
[2] Every law, custom or order tha t contradicts thi s declaration i s hereby 
declared nul l and void. 

The law was adopted by Parliament without reservation, unanimously , 
and i n th e Uppe r House , too , i t wa s adopte d tha t yea r b y a  larg e ma -
jority.16 I t shoul d b e noted , however , tha t grantin g civi l right s t o Jew s 
as individuals did not include granting the Jewish religion full recognition . 
Even afte r th e adoptio n o f th e La w o f Emancipation , th e lega l statu s o f 
the Jewish fait h wa s inferio r t o tha t o f th e Christia n churches . 

The adoptio n o f th e Equa l Right s fo y Jews Bil l wa s followe d b y a n 
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antisemitic awakening , organize d antisemiti c activity , an d eve n th e 
appearance o f a n antisemiti c part y i n Parliamen t i n th e lat e 1870s . O n 
April 8 , 1875 , parliamentary delegat e Gyozo Istoczy made an antisemiti c 
speech, proudl y claimin g tha t h e wa s th e firs t t o delive r a n antisemiti c 
speech i n an y parliamentar y foru m i n Europe . H e asserte d tha t hi s in -
fluence wa s fel t i n othe r countrie s a s well , an d viewe d himsel f a s th e 
leader o f Europea n antisemites . H e wa s late r joine d b y five members o f 
Parliament, and these six delegates formed th e nucleus of the Antisemiti c 
party, which arose a short time later. In the 1884 elections the Antisemitic 
party wo n seventee n parliamentar y seat s ou t o f a  tota l o f 45 7 seats . O n 
the ev e of thes e elections , the Antisemite s wer e assiste d b y priests. 17 

The party' s succes s ca n b e ascribe d t o a  considerabl e exten t t o th e 
excitement tha t permeate d Hungar y i n th e wak e o f th e bloo d libe l o f 
Tisza Eszla r (discusse d below) , an d t o th e priesthood , whic h supporte d 
the party' s electio n campaign . Th e Antisemiti c part y wa s activ e outsid e 
Parliament, too , wit h considerabl e success. 18 

As a  resul t o f interna l persona l rivalries , th e Antisemiti c part y los t 
strength, an d i n th e 188 7 election s i t returne d onl y eleve n delegate s t o 
Parliament. Nevertheless , befor e i t vanished fro m th e publi c eye , i t suc -
ceeded in placing Jew-hatred o n th e public agenda , a s well a s setting th e 
precedent o f creatin g a  politica l part y base d o n th e antisemiti c concept . 
In a  bil l the Antisemitic party presented t o Parliamen t i n 1884 , it stated , 
"Antisemitism merel y means Christian people s adopting a  stance of self -
defense agains t Jewis h semitism." 19 Th e ide a o f antisemitis m bein g a n 
act of self-defense wa s eagerly snapped up by various circles in Hungary , 
and haunte d th e Jews fo r man y year s t o come . 

The Blood  Libel  of  Tisza  Eszlar 

The Bloo d Libe l o f Tisza Eszla r shocke d Hungaria n Jewry i n 1882 . The 
event ha d it s effec t o n th e non-Jewis h populatio n o f Hungar y a s well , 
contributing to antisemitism an d exerting an influence upon th e relation s 
of Jews wit h thei r neighbor s tha t laste d fo r years.* 0 

Tisza Eszla r wa s a  tin y villag e i n northeaster n Hungary . A t th e tim e 
of th e bloo d libel , som e twenty-fiv e Jewis h familie s live d there , i n th e 
midst o f th e twenty-seven hundre d Christia n resident s o f th e village . O n 
April 1 , 1882 , a  fourteen-year-old Christia n gir l name d Eszte r Solymos i 
disappeared. Additiona l informatio n woul d see m t o indicat e tha t sh e 
committed suicid e b y jumping int o th e river . The da y sh e vanished wa s 
"Shabbat Ha-Gadol, " the Saturday befor e Passover , and o n tha t day th e 
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village was host to three candidates for the twofold positio n of the Jewish 
community's canto r an d ritua l slaughterer . 

The presenc e i n th e villag e o f strang e Jews whe n th e youn g gir l dis -
appeared ignite d th e imagination s o f th e simpl e fol k o f th e village , an d 
the proximit y o f th e dat e t o th e Jewish Passove r festiva l raise d th e sus -
picion that the Christian girl had been murdered to satisfy th e ritual needs 
of th e Jews. 

The importanc e o f th e happenin g di d no t warran t it s becomin g any -
thing mor e tha n a  provincia l event . Th e cour t o f th e provincia l capita l 
of Nyiregyhaz a wa s authorize d t o dea l with th e matter , and , indeed , fo r 
a mont h an d a  hal f th e even t remaine d unknow n outsid e th e province . 
It wa s th e loca l Catholi c priest , Jozse f Adamovics , wh o worke d stub -
bornly t o tur n th e nationa l an d internationa l spotligh t o n thi s villag e 
event. Fo r thi s h e ha d a t hi s disposa l th e service s o f th e clerica l orga n 
Magyar Allam  an d o f a  few antisemiti c member s o f Parliament . H e wa s 
not satisfied wit h the accusation o f Jewish ritua l murde r i n a court in th e 
provincial capita l an d strov e t o hav e th e veracit y o f th e bloo d libe l ac -
cepted legall y throughou t th e natio n an d th e world . 

A shor t tim e afte r th e even t i n Tisza Eszlar , th e deput y notar y publi c 
of th e Nyiregyhaz a court , Jozse f Bary , wa s appointe d t o th e pos t o f 
judicial investigator . Bar y said of himself, " I was brought u p in the spiri t 
of a  stron g Calvinis t faith , an d i n th e environmen t i n whic h I  grew u p 
Christian love, respect for others, faith an d respect for freedom o f religion 
were th e centra l value s affectin g ou r lives."* 1 

Bary als o describe s th e Jews i n th e are a i n whic h h e lived : 

They were seeking a new homeland for themselves. Who are these people? 
They are the same rubbish that was filtered out of the Moscovite sieve and 
escaped to Galicia. There they were filtered out once again. The good ones 
remained, an d th e scra p materia l continue d t o wande r The y arrive d 
here without anyone asking them: from where and for what purpose? What 
have they brought with them? In what way will they earn their living, what 
are their intentions, and what is their profession ? 

They continue d t o arrive , bundle s o n thei r backs , deceitfu l scale s i n 
their hands , and a  poisoned drin k i n thei r barrels . They came here with 
their fierce hatred o f Christianit y The y came with thei r mercantile in-
ventiveness which they have developed over hundreds of years. They have 
even brought thei r views with them, views that teach them tha t i t is per-
mitted to deceive others and that harming others is not considered evil 
They kept coming, more and more. They came by tens, by hundreds, and 
by thousands." 

....

....

....
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Bary believe d th e blood libel . This belie f accompanie d hi m i n his rol e 
as judicial investigator, and he overlooked nothing in his attempt to prove 
his belief correct . He played an important par t in turning this local even t 
into a n internationa l sensation . 

Bary's first suspicions fell on "the strangers," the three cantors/slaugh -
terers who were spending that Saturday in Tisza Eszlar. He arrested the m 
quickly, and , afte r bruta l torturing , th e accuse d admitte d thei r guilt . 

Bary sough t ou t a n eyewitnes s t o th e murde r o f th e girl , and selecte d 
the weak , fourteen-year-ol d so n o f th e loca l slaughterer . Th e bo y wa s 
taken fro m hi s famil y and , afte r a  perio d o f detention , move d int o th e 
roomy home of the official i n charge of the provincial headquarters , wh o 
became hi s guardian . Member s o f hi s famil y an d othe r Jew s wer e no t 
permitted t o mee t wit h him ; Bar y provide d hi m wit h tw o Catholi c tu -
tors/3 Hi s host s an d mentor s gav e him antisemiti c newspapers , an d th e 
Catholic priest visited him on occasion to tell him of other blood libels/ 4 

This brainwashing laste d fo r month s an d produced result s far beyon d 
those considere d desirable . Th e bo y describe d a t th e tria l ho w h e wit -
nessed the murder o f the girl through th e synagogue keyhole . At the tria l 
the bo y showe d suc h disgus t an d hatre d fo r hi s father , fo r th e other s 
accused, and fo r Jews and Judaism tha t even the president o f the court — 
who believe d th e bloo d libe l ha d occurred—wa s force d t o ignor e th e 
boy's testimony , fo r i t wa s clea r t o hi m tha t i t coul d no t b e considere d 
acceptable in court . I n this fashion th e evidence given by the state's mai n 
witness was disqualified, an d the accused were acquitted for lack of proof. 

For a  mont h an d a  hal f th e topi c remaine d a  provincia l one ; but , o n 
May 20 , 1882 , the local Catholic priest, Adamovics, published a n articl e 
in the clerica l pape r Magyar  Allam,  unde r th e heading "Th e Mysteriou s 
Event o f a  Girl' s Disappearance. " A  portion o f th e articl e read , 

This river o f ours , this Tisza o f ours , pure, unsullied an d miserable ? N o 
one doubts tha t yo u ar e blameless o f th e innocent bloo d spille d i n vain . 
No on e assume s tha t yo u hav e sinned . O n th e contrary , everyon e her e 
knows with absolute certainty who the guilty parties are. A girl of fourteen, 
going shopping in the village, vanished i n the vicinity o f th e Jewish syn -
agogue. That i s a fact ! Who i s guilty? I t cannot b e that you suspec t thi s 
to b e a  cas e o f a  despicable , fanati c Jewis h assassination . Ar e th e Jews 
guilty of this mysterious event taking place just before thei r Passover fes -
tival? I s it their faul t tha t b y chance a  few strang e slaughterer s appeare d 
in Tisza Eszlar and spent the night in the synagogue?... For they are decent 
citizens, expressing their thanks for their emancipation by sacrificing Chris-
tian bloo d t o thei r god . An d th e Jewish populatio n i s alread y a t work : 
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they have already begu n thei r noble campaign t o have this matter pu t t o 
rest in a speedy and desirable fashion/ 5 

The pries t wa s no t satisfie d wit h th e publicatio n o f hi s article . H e 
appealed i n writin g t o th e representativ e o f hi s distric t i n Parliament , 
Geza Onody, to raise the subject in the legislature, and Onody did indee d 
act a t th e instigatio n o f th e priest . O n Ma y 23 , 1882 , Onod y spok e o f 
the Tisz a Eszla r events: 26 

According to the Talmud, the Jews need the blood of Christians for ritua l 
purposes o n certai n festiv e occasions . O n Apri l 1 , the fourteen-year-ol d 
girl went to the shop to buy paint. Witnesses saw her pass by the synagogue, 
and it was there that al l trace of her vanished Th e slaughterer entice d 
her to enter the synagogue, bound her hands behind her back, gagged her 
mouth and , accordin g t o rumor , the y murdere d he r i n orde r t o us e he r 
blood in baking matzoth Ther e are also witnesses who overheard he r 
calls for help/ 7 

On th e followin g da y th e opposition newspaper , Fuggetlenseg,  prom -
inently publishe d Onody' s speec h i n it s entirety . A t a  late r stage , th e 
editor o f the paper, i n his book Masters  of  the  Land,  describe d wha t ha d 
convinced hi m t o publis h Onody' s speech , thoug h it s autho r wa s no t 
considered a n influentia l politician : 

He came to m y office an d describe d th e detail s o f th e event to m e in an 
interesting fashion . H e tol d m e i n grea t detai l everythin g h e knew . H e 
showed m e the lette r writte n b y the pries t Adamovics , a  lette r tha t ha d 
encouraged him to intervene I n light of thi s I  had no doubt the event 
was a serious one. I summed up the data and published them in my news-
paper in an extremely objective manner/ 8 

From that point on, the Fuggetlenseg becam e the flagbearer o f antisemiti c 
incitement a s fa r a s the bloo d libe l wa s concerned . 

Bary testifie d t o th e rol e playe d b y th e Catholi c pries t i n escalatin g 
the affai r ou t o f al l proportion : "A t th e instigatio n an d encouragemen t 
of the Catholic priest Jozsef Adamovics, Onody began to roll the snowball 
of Tisza Eszlar into an international sensation.. . and even brought abou t 
the evolutio n o f a  widespread antisemiti c movemen t i n Hungary." 29 

To attrac t parliamentar y interest , th e pries t Adamovic s appeale d i n a 
letter t o Istoczy , the leader o f the Antisemitic party i n Parliament, 30 wh o 
quoted fro m th e letter i n a  speech he delivered i n Parliament : "I t i s clear 
that th e stor y o f th e sickenin g Jewis h assassinatio n i s no t merel y a n 
invention I f th e newspaper s follo w thi s topi c attentively , thi s ma y 

....

....

....

....

....
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influence th e judge s investigatin g th e affai r t o ensur e tha t th e guilt y ar e 
punished mos t severely , a s the y deserve , s o tha t thei r punishmen t wil l 
serve to dete r other s a s well." 31 

In his speech, Istoczy analyzed the possibility tha t the murder ha d no t 
been linked with ritua l needs, but rather was committed fo r it s own sake , 
only t o ultimatel y rejec t thi s notion : "Conside r th e fac t tha t th e slaugh -
terer committe d th e murder , th e man whose functio n i n the Jewish com -
munity i s to slaughter accordin g to ritual requirements , and conside r th e 
fact tha t th e murde r wa s committe d i n the synagogue , an d conside r th e 
fact that i t was committed jus t a few days before the Passover festival." 31 

Istoczy wa s agil e i n exploitin g th e even t t o furthe r hi s ow n politica l 
aims. "Th e Tisz a Eszla r even t serve d th e interest s o f Istocz y i n tha t 
it serve d t o furthe r hi s stubborn , bitter , an d consisten t antisemiti c 
campaign."33 

And s o i t ma y clearl y b e see n tha t th e matc h tha t ignite d th e barre l 
of gunpowder o f the blood libe l was li t by the village Catholic priest. H e 
acted i n thre e intertwine d directions : h e wrot e a n articl e tha t wa s pub -
lished i n th e clerica l paper ; h e appeale d t o hi s distric t representativ e i n 
Parliament, Onody ; an d h e wrot e t o th e leade r o f th e Antisemiti c part y 
in Parliament , Istoczy . 

The prime minister and the minister o f justice both replied to Istoczy' s 
inquiry. The y spok e calml y an d moderatel y an d promise d a  prope r in -
vestigation.34 Bu t these calm responses were not successful i n moderatin g 
the hostil e atmospher e tha t ha d bee n generated , an d th e ver y treatmen t 
of this serious allegation leveled against the Jews nourished thi s antisem -
itic atmosphere . I n othe r words , turnin g th e loca l even t int o a  nationa l 
topic suite d th e antisemiti c propagand a prevalen t a t th e time. 35 

The tria l bega n o n June 19 , 1883 . For it s duration, th e clerica l news -
paper Magyar  Allam  wa s consistent in its antisemitism. In  the trial's firs t 
stage, the fourteen-year-old so n o f th e slaughtere r wa s called to the wit -
ness stand . Th e semiofficia l governmen t newspape r Pester  Lloyd,  ap -
pearing i n German , note d o n June 22 , "It seem s more an d mor e eviden t 
to any unbiased reader that the court in Nyiregyhaza i s dealing at present 
with a n allegatio n base d o n th e hallucination s o f a  fourteen-year-ol d 
child."36 Magyar  Allam  reacte d t o thi s i n a n editoria l o n June 26 : "W e 
well understand th e reasons fo r th e Jewish press' s attitude an d approac h 
to thi s subject . Bu t we are entirely unabl e t o comprehen d th e reaso n fo r 
the stan d take n b y th e semiofficia l pape r i n adamantl y an d emotionall y 
defending th e slaughterers." 37 

The accused, too, were called to the witness stand, where they refute d 
the confession s the y ha d mad e unde r dures s an d tortur e whe n first  in -
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terrogated. Th e testimon y give n b y th e accuse d i n cour t di d no t matc h 
the expectation s o f thos e circle s favorin g th e bloo d libel , who no w sa w 
their pre y slippin g throug h thei r fingers.  Magyar  Allam  serve d a s th e 
mouthpiece o f thes e circles : 

The Jews have gone too far . The y have freed themselve s of al l their em-
barrassment and give their testimony as if they are reading it from a written 
document. I n thei r ne w testimon y the y ar e denying thei r previous state -
ments, which wer e included i n th e investigation report . The y ar e ful l o f 
contradictions. There is no limit to what they are doing: the witness stand 
is flooded wit h false testimony. 38 

The newspaper Nemzet,  th e government organ , reporte d th e progres s 
of the trial without expressing support fo r thos e who accepte d th e bloo d 
libel. Magyar Allam  responde d o n July 11 : "In it s defense o f th e slaugh -
terers the newspape r Nemzet  ha s surpasse d eve n the Jewish press . It ha s 
been exploitin g ever y admission , ever y commen t mad e b y th e defens e 
attorneys an d ha s bee n presentin g th e cas e i n a  manne r bes t servin g th e 
interests o f th e accused." 39 

In addition t o the state prosecution, a  private prosecutor representin g 
the mothe r o f th e missin g gir l appeare d a t th e trial . In  hi s summin g u p 
he said , 

I stand here and as k the honorable cour t to do justice in the case of thi s 
crime, which has caused the mourning mother so much sorrow. The Jewish 
purse, which ha s bee n recruite d i n suppor t o f th e slaughterer' s knife , i s 
here challenging Christianit y an d th e culture o f lov e of al l creation . The 
slaughterer's knif e i s here in confrontation wit h the Cross Jus t as our 
magnificent ancestor s succeeded in overcoming the Ottoman lion , so we, 
too, thei r miserabl e offspring , shal l succee d i n overcomin g th e Jewis h 
hyena.40 

In othe r words , th e even t wa s regarde d i n som e circle s a s nothin g bu t 
an expressio n o f th e conflic t betwee n Christianit y an d Judaism . 

The verdict wa s handed dow n o n Augus t 2 , 1883 . The cour t dre w n o 
conclusions concernin g th e fat e o f th e girl , an d th e accuse d wer e ac -
quitted. The verdict, however, did not determine unambiguously tha t th e 
blood libe l wa s baseless . An d so , th e variou s antisemiti c circle s tha t 
accepted th e bloo d libe l wer e lef t som e roo m t o maneuver . Istocz y ex -
pressed th e feeling s o f thes e circle s precisely i n hi s speec h i n Parliamen t 
on November 21 , 1883: "Did they acqui t the accused? This proves noth -
ing concernin g thei r innocence . Th e onl y thin g t o b e learne d fro m th e 
acquittal i s tha t onc e agai n Jewis h mone y di d it s jo b Everyon e i s 

....

....
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convinced i n the depth s o f hi s hear t tha t th e poor gir l fro m Tisz a Eszla r 
came t o a  sorr y en d ther e i n th e synagogu e o f he r village." 41 

The tria l an d th e publicity i t received arouse d stron g an d widesprea d 
antisemitic feelings . Consequently , th e transitio n fro m antisemiti c rhet -
oric t o antisemiti c actio n wa s immediate . Pogrom s ha d alread y broke n 
out in some twenty differen t location s in the early stages of the obsessio n 
with the blood libel, with the encouragement of local intelligentsia, teach -
ers, an d priests. 4Z Th e hesitan t verdic t arouse d a  ne w wav e o f riotin g 
that brok e ou t durin g th e month s o f Augus t an d Septembe r 1883 : 

This rioting was more severe than the rioting of 1882 , both in size and in 
seriousness: thi s tim e ther e wa s riotin g i n abou t fift y places , which—i n 
contrast t o th e 188 2 riots , which wer e aimed mainl y agains t property — 
included cases of physical violence and even several cases of murder . Fur-
thermore, cemeteries were damaged.43 

The cardinal archbishop , Janos Simor , head o f the Catholi c church i n 
Hungary, ha d hi s office s i n th e tow n o f Esztergom . Jew s o f th e tow n 
turned t o hi m i n th e hop e tha t h e woul d expres s a  negativ e opinio n o f 
the bloo d libel . His reply : "Woul d tha t th e Almighty fulfil l you r reques t 
and tha t o f al l those o f you r faith , an d yo u woul d enjoy—i n ou r land — 
respect, tranqui l lives , an d happines s a s a  resul t o f you r engagin g i n 
justice, i n law , an d i n lov e o f al l creatures." 44 Th e cardinal' s repl y doe s 
not contai n an y negativ e referenc e t o the blood libel ; on th e other hand , 
it may includ e a  swipe a t the Jews i n that h e advised the m t o engag e "i n 
justice, i n law , an d i n lov e o f al l creatures. " 

At the instigation o f ten or fifteen priest s of the Reformed church , tw o 
landowners wit h estates , an d variou s publi c figures , a  conventio n too k 
place in the town of Tapolca, in the province of Zala, in western Hungary , 
on Jul y 31 , 1883 , a  fe w day s befor e th e handin g dow n o f th e verdict . 
Some tw o hundre d peopl e too k par t i n th e conventio n an d adopte d a 
resolution containin g thre e paragraphs , whic h wa s t o b e presente d t o 
Parliament: 

[1] The Emancipation La w of 186 7 should be abrogated, because "the 
Jews se t themselve s of f fro m Christianity , especiall y b y mean s o f thei r 
observance of the laws of Kashruth and ritual purity, which debase Chris-
tians and insult them." 

[2] So long a s the Emancipation La w is not abrogated , th e separatis t 
Jewish education shoul d be forbidden . 

[3] Members of the Jewish race must be forbidden to acquire real estate 
in Hungary.45 
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The petition , bearin g th e signature s o f 2,17 4 citizen s o f Zala , wa s 
presented t o Parliament. 46 Wor k o n th e petitio n ha d involve d antisemiti c 
factors i n variou s parties. 47 

Ten an d a  hal f year s afte r th e adoptio n o f th e La w o f Emancipation , 
the Reforme d priest s rushe d t o propos e it s abrogation . Th e hostil e at -
mosphere prevailin g throughou t Hungar y i n th e wak e o f th e bloo d libe l 
trial certainl y helpe d thei r messag e t o b e absorbed . 

During th e publi c debate s o n th e questio n o f th e bloo d libel , the pries t 
Imre Tata y fro m th e tow n o f Szekesfeherva r sough t t o prov e th e guil t o f 
the Jews. H e relate d tha t whe n h e wa s a  child , Jews attempte d t o kidna p 
him i n orde r t o commi t a  crim e aime d a t providin g the m wit h thei r need s 
in thei r religiou s rituals . Onl y b y a  miracl e wa s h e saved. 48 

After th e tria l wa s over , th e pries t o f th e Evangelica l Churc h o f Nyi -
regyhaza, Jano s Bartholomeides , becam e awar e o f rumor s t o th e effec t 
that h e ha d doubte d th e guil t o f th e accuse d i n th e bloo d libe l tria l afte r 
the verdict had bee n handed down . The priest hurriedly publishe d a  denia l 
of th e report . I n hi s lette r t o th e editor s o f th e newspaper s h e wrote , " I 
shall believ e i n th e innocenc e o f th e slaughterer s onl y i f i t i s prove d tha t 
the gir l vanishe d i n a  wa y unlik e tha t whic h wa s describe d i n thei r 
indictment."49 

The Reforme d churc h pries t servin g i n Tisz a Eszla r a t th e tim e o f th e 
trial, Jano s Lapossy , collecte d th e officia l cour t record s o f th e tria l an d 
deposited the m fo r safekeepin g i n the church building , availabl e fo r view -
ing b y anyon e interested . I n addition , th e churc h als o ha d volume s o f 
the loca l newspape r containin g "Th e Tisz a Eszla r Diary " fro m th e tim e 
of th e trial . O n Jun e 25 , 1885 , abou t tw o year s afte r th e verdic t wa s 
handed down , th e pries t jotte d dow n o n th e firs t pag e o f on e o f thes e 
volumes, 

Since I know tha t i n the future m y views of the events of the trial , in which 
the Jews were accused o f ritua l murder , wil l be important, an d sinc e I  was 
in a situation where I was directly familiar wit h the conditions under whic h 
the even t too k place , wit h th e character s involved , an d wit h th e develop -
ment o f events—therefore , now , afte r a  considerabl e perio d o f tim e an d 
when I  am fre e o f th e excitemen t whic h th e tria l aroused , an d s o lon g a s 
I am in full possession of my physical and mental qualities—I hereby declare 
that I  fully believ e tha t Eszte r Solymos i wa s murdere d b y th e Jews i n th e 
synagogue i n Eszla r o n Apri l 1 , 1882 . Furthermore , I  als o believ e th e 
murder wa s committe d fo r th e purpos e o f a  religiou s ritual , an d no t fo r 
any othe r purpose. 50 

Indeed, man y Christian s i n Hungar y accepte d th e suspicion s agains t 
the Jew s a s i f the y wer e prove n facts . Bar y enjoye d tellin g ho w th e 
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population punishe d th e prime ministe r fo r takin g a  libera l stan d i n thi s 
affair: 

When the verdict was made public, elections were being held for th e po-
sition o f chie f guardia n [ a mainly honorar y position , empt y o f an y rea l 
meaning] in the Transtisza province of the Reformed church . The candi-
dates for the position were Prime Minister Kalman Tisza and Janos Valyi. 
Under othe r circumstance s th e member s o f th e Reforme d churc h woul d 
have been proudly happy to be given the chance to elect the prime minister 
to thi s honore d post . Bu t under th e condition s the n prevailing , th e vas t 
majority of Reformed church members in the province of Transtisza could 
not agree with the government's attempts at covering up in the Tisza Eszlar 
trial. The surprising resul t of these elections was that, a s compared wit h 
the 258 votes the prime minister received, his rival was elected—with 29 9 
votes.51 

The antisemitic newspaper Fuggetlenseg  reporte d the event: "The Cal -
vinistic masse s celebrate d th e electio n o f th e ne w chie f guardia n wit h a 
torchlight processio n voicin g antisemiti c slogans . Wh y doe s th e prim e 
minister no t settl e fo r hi s guardianshi p ove r th e slaughterers?" 5* 

The privat e prosecuto r representin g th e mothe r o f th e missin g girl , 
who took advantage of the trial to describe Judaism as challenging Chris-
tianity and the "slaughterer's knife" as "confronting th e Cross," has been 
previously discussed . His was not the only opinion of this sort. In a book 
the edito r o f Fuggetlenseg  wrot e afte r th e trial , h e considere d th e use -
fulness o f th e trial : 

Even i f th e bloo d o f th e poo r widow' s daughter , thoug h screamin g t o 
Heaven, was unsuccessfu l i n saving further victim s from th e yoke of fa -
naticism; even if the struggle on this subject—known a s "the Jewish Ques-
tion"—had n o resul t othe r tha n th e fac t tha t fro m ever y churc h pulpi t 
announcements were made of the victory, the triumph, the success of the 
Christian spiri t an d o f th e proo f tha t th e whi p o f Jesus ha d struc k ou r 
contemporary parasites; even if this trial had no results other than the fact 
that this struggle has erected a  barrier in the path of the view attempting 
to replace Jesus' exalted doctrines, teaching us of the love of our fellowmen, 
by the poisonous, rotten doctrine s of "th e chosen people," aimed a t fur -
thering the separate existence of this race with its queer customs and rituals 
that kee p i t separat e fro m th e societ y i t exploit s a s i f member s o f thi s 
society were its bondsmen; even in such a case this legal battle has provided 
an extremely important service for al l mankind.53 

The image of the village girl was exploited wel l by antisemiti c circles , 
which depicted her as a martyr, complete with halo, whose life was ended 
by murderers , enemies of Christianity . He r imag e even played a  respect -
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able rol e i n th e antisemiti c propagand a o f late r decades . I n 1943 , sixt y 
years afte r th e tria l an d a  year befor e th e expulsion o f Hungaria n Jewr y 
to Auschwitz , ther e appeare d a  boo k o n th e bloo d libe l o f Tisz a Eszlar . 
In th e introductio n t o th e book , a  poe m i s dedicate d t o th e gir l wh o 
vanished, a  poem tha t speak s fo r itself : 

The judge has had his say 
and the trembling wearers of the kaftan s 
are free to go their way. 
They did not murder Eszter Solymosi, 
they are not criminals, 
they are not murderers, 
and they did not bake matzoh 
with human blood . 

The judge has had his say 
and the "persecuted" Jews 
breathed freely , 
but the "tale" still lives. 
"The superstition" is spreading 
through the poor Hungarian people. 

The spurt of blood has become a stream, 
the stream—a mighty river , 
a river roaring and rushing 
down to a sea of blood , 
an eternal sea , a chasmic one, 
a depth with no bed. 
Blood like the blood of Jesus, 
son of God, redeemer of the world, 
the blood of the debased martyr : 
the blood of Eszter Solymosi.54 

The Catholic  People's  Party 

In th e earl y 1890 s ther e appeare d o n th e stag e o f Hungaria n publi c lif e 
a politica l part y organize d b y the Catholi c establishment . Th e party ap -
peared i n th e wak e o f governmen t legislativ e actio n o n th e questio n o f 
personal an d religiou s statu s i n Hungary . 

The La w o f Emancipatio n o f 186 7 grante d th e Jews equa l right s a s 
individuals, but did not deal with the status of the Jewish religion , whic h 
remained inferio r eve n afte r th e adoptio n o f th e Emancipatio n Law . A t 
the time, the Hungarian constitution granted different statuse s to differen t 
religions. Th e grea t Christia n religion s wer e define d a s "accepte d reli -
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gions" (Bevett  Vallas),  wherea s th e Jewis h religio n wa s define d a s a 
"recognized religion " (Elismert  Wallas).  The accepte d religion s enjoye d 
official status , interna l administrativ e autonomy , an d governmen t assis -
tance i n variou s fields . Thei r leader s wer e member s o f th e Uppe r Hous e 
of the legislature. These religions were equal to one another i n their lega l 
and religious status, and a member of one accepted religion was permitted 
to conver t t o anothe r accepte d religion , though no t to a  religion tha t di d 
not enjo y "accepted " status . Th e "recognize d religions " wer e als o rec -
ognized b y th e state , bu t thei r autonom y wa s mor e limite d tha n tha t o f 
the accepted religions . Their leader s did no t represen t the m i n the Uppe r 
House and , a s alread y noted , th e mutua l conversio n righ t di d no t appl y 
to thei r members . Th e Jew s wer e i n fac t th e onl y larg e religiou s com -
munity whos e religio n wa s no t a n "accepted " one . Fro m a  legal -
constitutional poin t o f view , th e Jewis h religio n wa s discriminate d 
against, thoug h individua l member s o f th e Jewis h religio n enjoye d ful l 
civil an d politica l right s i n accordanc e wit h th e La w o f Emancipation . 
The governmen t wa s intereste d i n correctin g th e situation , an d s o i t 
prepared legislatio n o f a  liberal kind concerning "th e freedo m o f religio n 
and th e equalit y o f th e religiou s communities. " Th e government' s pro -
posed legislatio n wa s comprehensive , an d include d far-reachin g change s 
in th e relationshi p o f religio n an d state . Question s concernin g persona l 
status had u p unti l no w bee n unde r th e jurisdiction o f th e churches , an d 
now th e governmen t propose d adoptin g civi l marriage s an d divorces . 
The churche s viewe d thi s planne d governmenta l legislatio n a s a n intru -
sion an d a s a n attac k o n topic s specificall y Christian , an d thu s oppose d 
it vehemently. The churches even rejected th e idea of rendering the statu s 
of th e Jewish religio n equa l t o tha t o f th e Christia n faiths , an d recruite d 
all thei r resource s fo r th e struggl e agains t th e government' s legislativ e 
proposal.55 

The bill was presented to Parliament in 1869 . The Catholics expresse d 
their opposition , an d i t wa s remove d fro m th e agenda . In  188 1 th e bil l 
succeeded i n reachin g th e parliamentar y la w committee , bu t i t wa s no t 
adopted. I n 1882—th e yea r o f th e bloo d libel—th e governmen t fel t th e 
time was not right for debatin g the bill. In 188 3 the debate was renewed . 
The law was adopted i n Parliament b y a large majority, bu t was rejecte d 
by th e Uppe r House , wher e th e strengt h an d influenc e o f th e churc h 
representatives wer e maximal . Th e proces s wa s repeated , wit h simila r 
consequences, in 1884, and so the bill was shelved for a number of years.56 

On Novembe r 21 , 1892 , th e prim e ministe r announce d tha t th e bil l 
concerning th e statu s o f th e Jewis h religio n an d religiou s freedo m wa s 
soon t o b e presente d t o Parliament . Th e head s o f th e Catholi c churc h 
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reacted swiftly . O n Decembe r 15 , 1892 , a  conferenc e o f Catholi c bish -
ops—both Roma n Catholi c an d Gree k Catholic—fro m al l over th e coun -
try convene d i n Budapest . Cardina l Archbisho p Kolo s Vaszar y chaire d 
the conference , whic h prepare d a  memorandu m tha t wa s presente d t o 
the Hungaria n government , t o th e pop e an d t o th e emperor , Fran z Jozef . 

The memorandu m said , i n part : 

The difference betwee n Christianit y an d th e Jewish religio n i s so great an d 
so profound , tha t i t i s no t a t al l possibl e t o wor d a  bil l whic h speak s o f 
"converting fro m Judais m t o Christianit y o r vic e versa. " Th e Christia n 
religion i s not limite d t o a  single  nationality , an d b y virtue o f it s universa l 
character al l the nations o f the world ar e able to believe in i t without thei r 
nationality bein g damage d Th e Jewis h religio n i s a  nationa l religio n 
and wa s onl y a  preparatio n fo r Christianity.. . and th e Christia n nation s 
are no t abl e to unit e with i t in it s religion, fo r religio n an d nationalit y ar e 
intertwined i n Mosaism extremel y closely , just like body an d soul . For jus t 
this reason , whil e a  Hungaria n ca n b e Catholi c o r Protestan t withou t 
inhibiting his nationality in any way, no one can follow the way of Mosaism 
without sacrificin g hi s nationality. 57 

The bishop s wer e no t satisfie d wit h sendin g memoranda ; the y pub -
lished a  "Shepherds ' Epistle " i n whic h th e head s o f th e churc h warne d 
the publi c o f th e dange r threatenin g th e Catholi c religio n fro m th e pro -
posed reforms . Th e priest s wh o rea d th e Shepherds ' Epistl e fro m th e 
pulpits o f thei r churche s adde d thei r ow n embellishments . Th e incitemen t 
against th e Jew s wa s stressed , especiall y b y th e Catholi c press. 58 

The government , fo r it s part , di d no t giv e u p o n it s intentio n t o hav e 
the la w adopted , wherea s th e priesthoo d amasse d al l it s resource s t o 
thwart th e government's plan . The struggle was fierce  an d lengthy . Severa l 
governments fel l becaus e o f thi s question . Th e Uppe r Hous e rejecte d th e 
bill tim e an d again . Th e speake r fo r th e oppositio n i n th e Uppe r House , 
Nandor Zichy , expresse d wel l hi s vie w an d tha t o f hi s colleague s fro m 
the Catholi c aristocracy : "Th e interest s o f th e Magya r stat e an d o f Mag -
yar societ y ar e no t serve d b y strengthenin g th e powe r o f non-Christia n 
religions." Judaism wa s th e onl y non-Christia n religio n i n Hungary , an d 
so th e inten t o f th e speake r wa s clear . I t wa s onl y towar d th e en d o f 
1895 tha t th e governmen t succeede d i n it s undertaking . Th e la w wa s 
adopted, an d th e Jewis h religio n i n Hungar y thu s wo n ful l forma l 
recognition.59 

In th e election s o f 189 2 Istoczy' s Antisemiti c part y wa s soundl y de -
feated, n o mor e tha n si x o f it s representative s bein g electe d t o 
Parliament:60 

....
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The Catholic s realize d tha t the y woul d los e a  parliamentar y struggl e a s 
long a s n o part y enjoyin g publi c suppor t backe d the m up , an d s o the y 
began t o foun d thei r ow n politica l party . Th e party , founde d a t th e be -
ginning of 189 5 unde r th e name Katoliku s Neppar t [th e Catholic People' s 
party], set itself the goal of protecting the Christian nature of Hungary an d 
the status o f th e Catholi c church , an d o f opposin g every law opposing th e 
Christian spiri t Th e party' s clerica l an d conservativ e natur e an d it s 
appearing i n th e middl e o f th e struggl e fo r religiou s legislatio n gav e th e 
party fro m th e ver y onse t a n antisemiti c characte r Th e ne w part y be -
came th e politica l flagbeare r o f antisemitism , afte r th e weakenin g o f Is -
toczy's Antisemiti c party. 61 

The Catholi c People' s part y relie d o n th e religiou s emotion s o f th e 
populace t o gathe r strength . I t wen t s o fa r i n thi s tha t th e ministe r o f 
culture spok e ou t i n th e Uppe r Hous e agains t it s electioneerin g tactics : 

I must strongly protest against the persuasive tactics adopted by the People's 
party. Ho w ca n the y permit themselve s t o dra g the intimate religiou s feel -
ings o f th e peopl e int o th e politica l arena ? Th e us e o f religiou s reasonin g 
for politica l purposes i s extremely dangerous , and i t can only embitter th e 
struggle betwee n th e member s o f th e variou s religions. 61 

The cultur e minister' s warnin g di d no t dete r th e Catholi c People' s 
party fro m it s campaign . It s continuin g us e o f religiou s belie f t o achiev e 
its politica l aim s le d th e government , som e five  year s afte r th e foundin g 
of th e party , t o inser t int o th e Protectin g th e Purit y o f Election s Ac t a 
special paragrap h tha t wa s calle d th e Churc h Pulpi t Paragraph : 

The results of the elections will be null and void, if during the three month s 
preceding th e election s th e candidat e fo r electio n wil l hav e appeare d i n a 
place intended fo r religious ritual or at a meeting convened fo r th e purpos e 
of a  religiou s ritua l an d mad e an y declaratio n whic h migh t influenc e th e 
outcome o f th e election s Thi s shal l appl y i f th e candidat e shal l hav e 
made th e use , o r th e denia l o f sai d use , o f religiou s article s conditiona l 
upon th e vote , a s wel l a s i f h e shal l hav e voice d a  threa t concernin g th e 
punishments a  vote r ca n expec t i n th e nex t life. 63 

The Catholi c People' s part y mad e efficien t us e o f th e variou s churc h 
institutions throughou t th e state . I n cities , i n towns , an d i n villages , 
existing churche s mad e u p th e nucleu s abou t whic h part y circle s orga -
nized. Wit h th e activ e assistanc e o f churc h employees , group s wer e 
founded t o serv e th e need s o f th e variou s populatio n groups . B y 190 8 
the part y wa s alread y activ e i n abou t thirtee n hundre d settlements . Al l 
of thi s activit y wa s directe d b y a  centra l nationa l bod y base d o n th e 
hierarchy o f th e Catholi c church . It s leadershi p a t it s variou s level s wa s 

....
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made u p o f churc h leader s an d religiou s an d la y activists . A newspape r 
article tha t appeare d i n mid-190 8 an d signe d b y " a Catholi c priest " 
declares, "Thi s hierarchi c organizatio n promise s u s a  united leadership , 
rapid action , an d a  decisive approac h Ther e i s a huge arm y whic h i s 
organizing here , read y t o respon d immediatel y t o th e slightes t hin t o n 
the par t o f th e leadership , t o com e to immediat e attentio n an d t o mak e 
its voice hear d o n eac h an d ever y question." 64 

The Catholi c People' s part y declare d wa r o n liberalism . I t claime d 
that th e Jews—and especiall y th e Jewish press—playe d a  significant rol e 
in th e evolutio n o f liberalism : "Th e Jewis h pres s create d hereti c liber -
alism, which i n it s turn create d socialism . Publi c opinion mus t b e deliv -
ered fro m th e influenc e o f th e Jewish press , an d w e mus t retur n t o ou r 
Christian fundament." 65 

The Catholi c People' s part y strov e t o b e a  popula r party , an d wa s 
interested i n attractin g th e workers , bot h urba n industria l worker s an d 
landless agricultural laborers . The Christian Socialis t organization bega n 
to function i n 1902—190 3 a s a counterbalance t o the socialis t movemen t 
and wit h th e ai m "o f savin g Hungar y fro m revolutionar y socialism. " 
One o f th e prominen t spiritua l leader s o f th e ne w movemen t wa s th e 
priest Ottoka r Prohaszka, 66 an d other s becam e know n a s leader s o f th e 
antisemitic reactio n afte r Worl d Wa r I . 

Among the steps taken by the Catholic People's party in the economic-
social sphere , on e mus t not e th e foundin g o f th e consumers ' unions , 
companies fo r purchasin g an d fo r marketing , an d credi t companies . Th e 
economic institution s spran g u p a t th e instigatio n o f loca l branche s o f 
the party, startin g from th e second hal f o f the 1890s . In 1904 , some tw o 
hundred association s wer e linke d t o th e nationa l center . Fro m a  Parlia -
ment member who belonged to the Catholic People's party, we learn tha t 
the purpose of organizing the consumers' unions was to protect the small-
scale farmer s fro m "th e rul e o f wealth " an d t o protec t themselve s fro m 
the "collector s o f exorbitan t interest.. . and act s o f decei t i n trade." 67 

Bishop Prohaszk a interprete d th e hint s include d i n these expressions : 

The Jewish cance r ha s eate n a t th e Christia n Hungaria n natio n unti l i t 
wore it down and presented i t as a naked skeleton . It has turned mos t of 
the Hungaria n peopl e int o beggars . Judaism i s a  bligh t everywhere.. . it 
lowers the moral level and transforms corruptio n into an accepted way of 
life. N o on e has eve r stole n an d robbe d a s much a s the modern , libera l 
Jewish economic regime. 

The fac t i s that th e mos t typica l representative s o f moder n capitalis m 
are the Jews. Their religious outlook requires them to amass property, and 
to accomplish their goal they have to resort to all kinds of tricks, cunning, 

....
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and misrepresentation—limitless an d shameless . The Jew has become the 
master, the Hungarian—the begga r N o one can aid Hungary, nothing 
can save her, other than a  popular uprisin g agains t the oppressive usury . 
"Consumer Societies " are the concrete expression o f such an uprising.68 

A write r quotin g Prohazsk a adde d hi s ow n explanation s an d evalu -
ations: "He ha s encouraged th e priesthood o n a  regular basi s to suppor t 
the ide a o f cooperativ e societies , fo r h e sa w i n suc h a  concep t th e onl y 
way o f escapin g th e claw s o f Jewish blackmai l an d th e usur y the y hav e 
been collecting." 69 

While th e consumers ' societie s wer e bein g se t u p i n th e country , a 
boycott wa s impose d o n Jewish shopkeepers . Thi s was swiftl y followe d 
by a  dro p i n Jewis h income , an d som e Jew s ha d t o see k a  livelihoo d 
elsewhere.70 The priesthood, which had succeeded over a period of fifteen 
years in delaying the adoption o f th e law granting the Jews ful l equality , 
could no t i n th e lon g ru n withstan d parliamentar y ambition , bu t whe n 
the law was adopted , th e priesthood transferre d it s struggle outside Par -
liament, int o th e economi c an d socia l sphere , wher e ther e wa s consid -
erable roo m fo r politica l maneuvering . 

As for th e matter unde r consideration , th e very existence of th e Cath -
olic People's party i s extremely important . Fro m the time of it s inceptio n 
up unti l Worl d Wa r I , i t wa s a  flagbeare r o f antisemitis m i n Hungary . 
It wil l b e show n below , tha t durin g th e perio d betwee n th e tw o worl d 
wars various antisemitic groups—including leaders of the Catholic priest-
hood—as wel l a s antisemiti c Christia n partie s identifie d strongl y wit h 
the Catholi c People' s part y an d wit h it s antisemiti c positions . I n thi s 
identification thes e group s hope d t o besto w upo n thei r antisemiti c po -
sitions a  dimension o f historical depth , the roots of which were anchore d 
in th e nineteent h century. 71 Th e Catholi c People' s part y i s thu s t o b e 
viewed a s a  mothe r part y t o th e antisemiti c movement s tha t spran g u p 
out of its roots, and as a party of long-range influence over the antisemiti c 
setup controllin g Hungar y i n th e 1930 s an d 1940s . 

At th e tur n o f th e century , Hungar y wa s facin g th e urgen t proble m 
of million s o f landles s agricultura l workers . Tw o mai n group s enjoye d 
the profit s gleane d fro m th e widespread farmlan d territories : th e lande d 
aristocracy, an d th e priesthood—especiall y th e Catholi c priesthood , 
which als o owne d larg e estates . Naturally , th e landowner s feare d an y 
liberal governmen t tha t migh t arous e publi c attention—especiall y th e 
attention of the agricultural workers—concerning the distribution of land 
and its significance. Thus, presenting liberalism as the product of a Jewish 
Weltanschauung wa s wel l suited t o the needs o f aristocrati c an d priestl y 

....
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circles, especially sinc e liberalis m ha d appeare d i n Hungar y a t th e sam e 
time a s the grantin g o f right s t o th e Jews. 

Despite thes e activities , Worl d Wa r I  foun d th e Jew s o f Hungar y 
enjoying ful l civi l an d religiou s equality . Th e regim e wa s indee d libera l 
and viewe d th e equalit y o f it s citizen s a s a n immutabl e fac t o f life . 

The Revolutions  and  the  White  Terror 
World War I  had disastrou s result s fo r Hungary . When th e war cam e t o 
an end , th e Austro-Hungaria n monarch y brok e up . Historica l Hungar y 
was partitione d an d mos t o f it s are a an d populatio n distribute d amon g 
its neighbors . What wa s lef t o f Hungar y cam e t o les s than a  third o f it s 
earlier territory , some ninety-three thousand squar e kilometers . Of som e 
z i millio n origina l inhabitants , onl y abou t 7. 5 millio n remaine d withi n 
its ne w borders . O n June 14 , 1920 , i n th e Triano n Palac e a t Versailles , 
Hungary signe d th e agreemen t determinin g it s new borders. 71 The birt h 
pangs o f thi s ne w perio d rocke d Hungar y an d it s populatio n fiercely, 
and th e Jew s i n Hungar y wer e amon g thos e t o suffe r mos t fro m thes e 
developments. 

Besides the devastatin g blo w t o th e nationa l prid e o f th e Hungarian s 
resulting fro m thei r los s o f th e wa r an d o f th e large r portio n o f thei r 
homeland, there were additional reasons for the atmosphere of frustratio n 
prevalent in the country. The long war demanded many sacrifices i n both 
life an d materiel . I t diminishe d th e nationa l reserve s a s wel l a s privat e 
property. Officer s an d soldier s returne d fro m th e fron t wit h bu t littl e 
chance o f bein g absorbe d int o th e civilia n economy . Ten s o f thousand s 
of Hungaria n refugee s arrive d fro m th e territorie s tha t ha d bee n trans -
ferred to other sovereignties. These were largely government clerks, teach-
ers, doctors, and othe r member s o f th e middle class . Territories tha t ha d 
formerly provide d foodstuff s an d ra w material s fo r industr y wer e no w 
cut of f fro m Hungary . Fo r man y year s th e econom y di d no t recover , 
grow, or begi n producing fo r peaceful  purposes . This new situation con -
fronted th e Jews wit h problems . 

Until World Wa r I  the population o f Hungar y wa s variegated nation -
ally: about hal f wa s not Hungarian . The Hungarians viewed the mergin g 
of the various nationalities a s one of their mos t significan t nationa l aims , 
and withi n thi s framework , som e o f th e Hungarian s viewe d Jewis h at -
tempts a t assimilatio n favorably. 73 A t th e en d o f th e war , however , th e 
population o f Hungar y remaine d almos t homogeneous , an d asid e fro m 
a grou p o f Germa n speakers , th e approximatel y half-millio n Jew s wer e 
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the only large minority i n Hungary. The idea of a  merger of peoples ha d 
vanished, t o b e replace d b y ange r a t th e minoritie s tha t ha d previousl y 
resided i n Hungar y bu t wer e allegedl y hostil e t o her . Th e Jew s wer e a 
convenient targe t fo r th e Hungaria n frustration s developin g agains t th e 
minorities. 

Enmity towar d th e Jews was quickly rationalized . I t was claimed tha t 
the Jew s i n Hungar y blocke d th e wa y towar d self-improvemen t o f th e 
lower classes, as well as of the Hungarian refugee s wh o had arrived fro m 
the countrie s o f th e confrontation , fo r i n th e fields  wher e the y sough t 
their livelihood there were many Jews. More than anything else, however, 
the Hungarian s wer e furiou s a t th e Jews wit h regar d t o th e short-live d 
Communist regim e tha t rule d Hungar y i n th e summe r o f 191 9 an d tha t 
was heade d b y a  Communis t o f Jewish extraction . 

On Octobe r 31 , 1918 , afte r mor e tha n fou r year s o f warfare , th e 
Hungarian governmen t resigned , t o b e replace d b y a  ne w governmen t 
headed by the leader of the liberals, Count Mihaly Karolyi . The historia n 
Macartney explains , 

Karolyi... was abl e t o convinc e a  confused an d desperat e people tha t if 
Hungary, wit h hi m a s he r leader , proclaime d he r independenc e o f th e 
Hapsburgs, all her ills could be cured by the one operation. The war would 
end: th e oppressiv e an d reactionary.. . regime associate d wit h th e Com -
promise woul d b e swep t away ; even th e nationalities , n o longe r fearin g 
oppression an d denationalization, would return to the fold. 74 

Karolyi eve n hoped tha t th e triumphan t power s woul d regar d favorabl y 
a democrati c Hungar y tha t n o longe r ha d relation s wit h th e Hapsburg s 
or wit h Germany . 

Except fo r th e cuttin g of f o f Hungaria n relation s wit h th e Hapsbur g 
dynasty an d th e dissolvin g o f th e Austro-Hungaria n monarchy , non e o f 
Karolyi's plan s wer e realized . Th e variou s nationalities—Czechs , Serbs , 
and Rumanians—no t onl y refuse d t o retur n t o "th e fold, " a s Karoly i 
had hoped, bu t even took control of large sections of Hungary, includin g 
territories stretchin g beyon d th e region s tha t wer e inhabite d b y thei r 
compatriots. Eve n th e victoriou s power s di d no t improv e thei r hostil e 
attitude towar d Hungary , an d despit e Karolyi' s effort s a t liberalization , 
refused t o regar d he r positively . 

At home, too, things did not progress as Karolyi had expected. Vicious 
propaganda fro m Communis t Russi a cause d unres t amon g th e peopl e 
of Hungary . Karoly i wa s unsuccessfu l i n keepin g hi s promises , an d h e 
did no t hol d elections . H e lacke d th e decisivenes s necessar y t o carr y 
out a n agraria n reform . An d a s i f thei r interna l problem s wer e no t 
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enough, Karoly i ha d t o fac e difficultie s cause d b y externa l factor s a s 
well. A  chai n o f occurrence s resulte d i n a  Frenc h deman d t o evacuat e 
extensive territorie s i n Eas t Hungary , an d a s a  resul t th e Karoly i gov -
ernment fell . 

At thi s stag e a  Communis t o f Jewis h extractio n name d Bel a Ku n 
appeared i n th e Hungaria n politica l arena . Ku n ha d bee n a  membe r o f 
the Social-Democratic party in his youth. He had served in the Hungarian 
army an d ha d bee n take n captiv e o n th e Russia n front , wher e h e joine d 
the Communis t party . 

Kun propose d a  wa y t o sav e Hungar y fro m th e Frenc h threat . H e 
claimed tha t i f a  Communis t governmen t wer e installed i n Hungary , th e 
Bolshevik Russian s woul d com e t o th e ai d o f Hungary , thu s preservin g 
Hungarian territoria l integrity . In fact, Kun succeeded Karolyi , and Hun -
gary was proclaimed a  Soviet republic. Though Ku n came to power wit h 
the agreement o f many—including non-Communis t groups—disappoint -
ment with hi s regime came swiftly. Th e Russian Re d Army did not com e 
to the assistance of Hungary, and the army under Kun' s control operate d 
with n o noticeabl e success . 

Furthermore, Kun' s activitie s in the public and economic fields caused 
him t o los e hi s popularit y ver y rapidly . Hi s regim e applie d bruta l an d 
extreme measure s agains t bot h th e rura l an d urba n populations . H e 
succeeded in arousing against him the fury o f broad sector s of the public, 
and eve n hi s ow n Social-Democrati c part y abandone d him . 

At th e en d o f Jul y Ku n organize d a  militar y campaig n agains t th e 
Romanians, bu t th e Hungarian s wer e defeated . Ku n fle d t o Vienn a o n 
August i , 1919 , thu s bringin g th e short-live d Communis t regim e i n 
Hungary t o it s end. 75 

This regime left behind unpleasant memories. Of the twenty-nine mem-
bers o f th e Communis t government , eightee n ha d bee n Jewish , an d s o 
Hungary—after th e fal l o f th e Communis t regime—readil y identifie d 
communism wit h Jewry . Thi s identificatio n graduall y becam e a  tur n o f 
phrase widel y use d b y th e media , b y publi c figures,  an d eve n b y th e 
general public . 

True, eightee n o f th e twenty-nin e member s o f th e Communis t gov -
ernment were indeed of Jewish origin. Yet there was clearly no connection 
between thei r Communis t activit y an d thei r Jewish religion . Bu t th e in -
telligentsia, itsel f th e source of socialis t thinking, included larg e number s 
of Jews . Th e Jew s wh o stoo d ou t i n th e revolutionar y movement s ha d 
no link s wit h th e Jewis h community , an d som e eve n wen t s o fa r a s t o 
convert. Fo r it s part , th e Jewish communit y identifie d i n th e mai n wit h 
the previou s regime , an d ha d n o expectation s o f advancemen t whe n i t 



2 6 THE PREPARATOR Y YEAR S 

fell an d wa s replace d b y a  regime dedicate d t o aidin g those socia l strat a 
with whic h th e Jews , b y an d large , ha d bu t littl e t o do . Despit e thes e 
mutual reservations—o f th e Jewis h Communis t leader s regardin g thei r 
religion, an d o f mos t o f th e Jew s concernin g communism—th e gentil e 
population o f Hungar y forme d a  generalization whereb y Jews an d com -
munism wer e inextricabl y entangle d wit h on e another. 76 

It shoul d b e note d tha t no t onl y ha d th e Communis t regim e no t dis -
criminated i n favo r o f th e Jews, bu t i n fac t it s negativ e effect s upo n th e 
Jews were more sever e than upo n th e population i n general . O f th e 34 2 
victims of th e Communis t revolution , forty-fou r wer e Jewish, two an d a 
half time s thei r relativ e weigh t i n th e genera l population. 77 

During th e day s o f th e Ku n regime , a n anti-Communis t grou p bega n 
to organiz e i n southeas t Hungary , i n a  regio n no t unde r Communis t 
control. On May 5,1919 , a n antirevolutionary government was installed 
in the town of Arad, and a t the end of May the group moved to the tow n 
of Szeged , where i t joined wit h th e local "anti-Communis t Committee. " 
In Szege d th e grou p bega n t o organiz e " a nationa l army " unde r th e 
command o f ex-Admira l Miklo s Horthy. 78 

On Novembe r 16 , 1919 , Horthy entere d Budapes t a t th e hea d o f hi s 
army, an d o n Novembe r 24 , a  temporar y nationa l governmen t wa s in -
stalled, le d b y Karol y Huszar. 79 

The regim e se t u p b y th e counterrevolutio n rule d Hungar y unti l it s 
conquest b y the Russian s i n 1944-19 4 5. The declared goa l o f th e whit e 
counterrevolution wa s th e purifyin g o f Hungar y fro m communis m an d 
Communists. Sinc e a t th e time , a s w e hav e noted , th e Jew s an d com -
munism were identified with one another, the ire of the counterrevolution , 
of the nationa l government , an d o f the national arm y a t it s disposal wa s 
primarily aime d a t Hungaria n Jewry . 

When th e nationa l arm y lef t Szege d an d foun d it s wa y t o Budapes t 
blocked, i t circumvente d th e capita l an d entere d th e wester n part s o f 
Hungary. The national army began brutal purifying operations . The pre-
cise number o f victim s o f "th e Whit e Terror " wil l neve r b e known, bu t 
it woul d see m tha t ther e wer e som e thre e thousan d fatalities , mos t o f 
whom wer e Jews. 

Most o f th e murder s wer e carrie d ou t i n August—Septembe r 1919 . 
The wav e o f murder s resume d i n April-Ma y 1920, 80 bu t sporadi c act s 
of murde r wen t o n unti l 1924-1925. 81 

These act s were carrie d ou t wit h th e knowledg e and , sometimes , th e 
encouragement o f th e government . A s on e historia n pu t it , eve n i f th e 
perpetrators o f a  murde r wer e arrested , "the y go t of f wit h ligh t punish -
ment Whe n th e sam e court s deal t wi th . . . offenses b y th e right , th e ....
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'extenuating circumstanc e o f patrioti c motives ' wa s alway s take n int o 
consideration. Sentence s . .. were no t carrie d out." 82 

One of the leading commanding officer s o f the nationa l arm y was Pa l 
Pronay, wh o himsel f commande d th e officers ' uni t tha t mad e u p th e 
vanguard o f th e nationa l arm y i n it s wa r agains t Jews/Communists . I n 
his memoirs , publishe d i n 1943 , h e describe d wit h nostalgi a an d wit h 
apparent pleasure the brutal act s he and his men had carrie d out: 83 "Th e 
headquarters o f 'th e nationa l army ' wa s locate d i n Siofok , wher e th e 
most bruta l murder s wer e committed . A  fe w hundre d o f hi s me n wer e 
murdered b y unit s unde r th e comman d o f Pa l Pronay." 84 

Another unit , unde r th e comman d o f Baro n Anta l Lehar , als o at -
tempted t o operate in the spiri t o f Pronay' s officers ' unit , an d durin g th e 
night between Septembe r 9  and 1 0 they organized a  pogrom i n Tapolca , 
moved o n t o Disze l arme d wit h han d grenade s an d machin e guns , an d 
murdered al l th e Jew s there . I n anothe r town , Celldomok , th e soldier s 
broke int o a  synagogu e whil e service s wer e bein g hel d an d incite d th e 
population t o murde r th e Jews.85 

The Rumanian s retreate d fro m Hungar y i n th e middl e o f November . 
On November 15 , 1919, the day afte r th e Rumanian evacuatio n o f Kec -
skemet, on e o f th e officer s o f th e nationa l army , Iva n Hejjas , appeare d 
in town wit h hi s unit . With th e assistanc e o f loca l leaders , including th e 
Apostolic Bisho p Istva n Reves z an d thre e teacher s o f theolog y a t th e 
church school , h e prepare d a  lis t o f thos e t o b e murdered . Tha t night , 
sixty people 86 wer e murdere d i n th e nearb y forest , afte r bein g tortured . 
When Horth y an d hi s arm y entere d Budapes t o n Novembe r 16 , 1919 , 
the pogrom s sprea d t o th e capita l a s well. 87 

The counterrevolutionar y nationa l arm y fough t fo r a  numbe r o f 
causes; these causes won the favor and the support of the most respectable 
Christian bod y i n Hungary , whic h wa s als o th e mos t influentia l i n th e 
Hungarian Catholi c church—th e Syno d o f Catholi c Bishops . This bod y 
met once every half-year unde r the leadership o f the head o f the Catholi c 
church i n Hungary, the cardinal archbishop . The protocols summarizin g 
these sessions are an importan t instrumen t i n understanding th e spiritua l 
leadership o f th e Catholi c churc h durin g tha t period. 88 

The Syno d o f Bishop s convene d o n Augus t 22 , 1919 , a  shor t tim e 
after th e collaps e o f th e Communis t regime . Th e bishop s considere d a t 
length th e regim e tha t ha d collapsed , an d lai d dow n plan s o f actio n fo r 
the future : 

The terrible rampagin g o f Bolshevis m ha s shocked th e public conscience 
and aroused recognitio n o f Christia n self-value . Christia n organization is 
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progressing a t a  rapid rate , for onl y on th e basis of Christia n moralit y ca n 
we hope to stabilize the regime and strengthen the national idea anew. The 
Christian politica l organizatio n ha s cause d th e Jews t o panic. 89 

The Syno d o f Bishop s entruste d Bisho p Prohaszk a wit h th e preparat io n 
of a  Shepherds ' Epistl e t o reflec t th e spiri t o f it s discussions : 

Violent groups took contro l o f us and fough t wit h al l their might to realiz e 
their imaginar y idea s I t wa s no t Hel l tha t opene d u p it s mout h t o 
swallow u s down, no r wa s i t Hel l tha t se t her re d demons upo n us . It wa s 
the curse of fanaticism , lac k o f conscience , and brutalit y tha t struc k a t us . 

Now, wit h you r ow n eye s yo u hav e see n th e worl d tha t drifte d awa y 
from it s Christia n foundation . Yo u hav e bee n abl e t o appreciat e tha t ou r 
society ha s cease d bein g a  human society , an d ha s degenerate d int o a  de n 
of dangerous animals Thos e who ridiculed the Gospel beat down liberty 
under the feet of tyrants The y have turned Mankind int o a bloodthirsty 
beast! 

It was Hel l o n Earth , an d no t God' s earth . Suc h a  worl d a s thi s i s no t 
worthy o f bein g a  refug e fo r huma n beings , an d wit h horro r w e tur n ou r 
backs o n it . But i t i s not sufficien t t o express our horror . Le t us al l rise u p 
as a  singl e person , le t the entir e natio n ris e up i n defens e o f Christianity ! 
Let us defend ou r faith , ou r morality , ou r righteousness , and ou r honesty . 

Dear believers , i t wa s possibl e t o se e tha t i t wa s no t th e ambitio n t o 
improve th e lo t o f th e proletaria t tha t wa s o n th e agenda ; neithe r wa s i t 
the desir e t o lif t u p th e downtrodde n fro m th e dun g heap . Thes e tyrant s 
had completel y differen t interests . Thei r mai n resourc e wa s hatre d fo r 
Christianity. 

All the corruption , sin , and curse s penetrating ou r Christia n societ y d o 
not originat e i n Christianity—o n th e contrary : the y originat e i n a  denia l 
of Christianity . Le t us oppose evil and stand up strongly fo r our principles , 
so tha t i n the nex t election s w e vote onl y fo r candidate s standin g fir m o n 
the basi s o f thei r Christia n faith , supportin g religiou s schools , desirous o f 
applying th e principle s o f Christianit y i n al l area s o f thei r live s Le t u s 
lead ourselves and no t trus t those who ar e capable only of destruction, ye t 
are unabl e t o build . Behold , w e ar e al l huma n beings , brothers , childre n 
of Go d i n Jesus Le t u s follo w practica l Christianit y a s a  basi s fo r un -
derstanding an d respectin g th e law . 

Prohaszka conclude s hi s epistl e wit h a  quotatio n fro m th e N e w Tes -
tament: "An d ma y th e Go d o f Peac e swiftl y trampl e Sata n unde r you r 
feet, an d ma y th e pleasantnes s o f ou r Lord , Jesu s Christ , th e Messiah , 
be upo n you " (Pau l t o th e Roman s 16 : 20). 9° 

The epistl e was distribute d i n September 191 9 i n 2,45 0 copies. 91 Whil e 
the wor d " Jew " wa s no t mentione d i n th e epistle , i n ligh t o f th e not e i n 
the protoco l abou t causin g " th e Jew s t o panic , " ther e i s n o doub t w h o 
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was referre d to , especiall y sinc e th e Christia n publi c t o who m i t wa s 
distributed wa s aware of the opinions o f Bishop Prohaszka, the compile r 
of th e epistle . 

On July 29,1919, less than a  month before the convening of the Synod 
of Bishops , Prohaszk a publishe d a n articl e i n whic h h e wrote : 

The Jews eat and consume us, and we must defend ourselve s against this 
flea epidemic. 9* True enough, there are decent Jews as well, but Jewry in 
general i s a foreign powe r conquering , oppressing Christian s an d takin g 
control o f u s W e ar e dealin g her e wit h th e rampagin g o f a  tricky , 
corrupt, disbelieving, and immoral race which is waging against us a cam-
paign resembling the military campaign of rats, and is working against us 
by flooding us like invading fleas. The question before us is how to defend 
ourselves: are we to defend ourselve s agains t them, or hand ou r countr y 
over to their control?93 

It shoul d b e note d tha t a t th e tim e th e Syno d o f Bishops ' Shepherds ' 
Epistle wa s bein g published , th e antisemiti c rampagin g ha d reache d a 
climax, and the epistle only strengthened th e hate for th e Jews. With thi s 
as background, severa l secret or semisecre t organizations ros e in suppor t 
of government actions . In 191 9 twenty-two patrioti c organizations wer e 
founded, 10 1 more in 1920 , forty i n 1921 , and forty-nine i n 1922 . These 
data d o no t includ e th e secre t organizations. 94 

What al l thes e organization s ha d i n commo n wa s thei r desir e t o 
strengthen the counterrevolution. They were antisemitic, and maintaine d 
relations—overt or covert—with various government officials who played 
a doubl e role , ofte n bein g leader s o f thes e organization s whil e holdin g 
their position s a s government officials . 

Outwardly, these organizations strove to restore to Hungary her hono r 
and her pristine greatness from befor e th e war, by nullifying th e Triano n 
Agreement tha t shrun k th e border s o f Hungary . Thei r interna l ai m wa s 
to purif y Hungar y fro m th e harmfu l influenc e o f Jew s an d Judaism , 
Communists an d communism . 

A section o f a  "voice" put ou t by one of these organizations, Etelkoz i 
Szovetseg95—in short , Eksz—expresse d i n summar y thes e ambitions : 
"War agains t destructiv e Jewry an d freemasons , wa r agains t bolshevis m 
and internationalism . Wa r fo r th e integrit y o f th e state." 96 

Among th e leader s o f thi s organization—jus t a s amon g thei r col -
leagues—there wer e representative s o f th e priesthood . In  additio n t o 
Bishop Prohaszka , wh o quickl y identifie d wit h ever y antisemiti c move -
ment, I  shal l mentio n onl y a  few : Istva n Zadravecz , a  Francisca n pries t 
who late r becam e a  military chaplain ; th e pries t Janos Gyarmathy , wh o 
was the confessor o f the wife o f Admiral Horthy an d was also a  membe r 

....



30 THE PREPARATOR Y YEAR S 

of th e committe e tha t receive d Pronay , th e commande r o f th e "officers ' 
unit," a s a  member o f Eksz and swor e him in when h e joined the group ; 
and th e Francisca n pries t Bori s Arkangyal. 97 

The latter was not satisfied wit h the activity of the counterrevolution' s 
national army , an d i n hi s meetin g wit h Horth y "h e criticize d severel y 
those who delayed the National Christia n development.. . and requeste d 
the Regent to drive out of public life those who prevent the fitting progress 
of th e Nationa l Christia n trend . H e als o demande d th e curbin g o f th e 
rampage o f th e Jewish press." 98 

His appea l t o th e leade r ha d it s desire d effect . A t th e sessio n o f th e 
Synod o f Catholi c Bishop s th e priest' s reques t wa s brough t befor e the m 
"to grant support to the units under his command." The Synod of Bishops 
decided tha t "hi s movement , wit h it s patrioti c trend , wa s worth y o f 
support an d th e Syno d o f Bishop s recommend s tha t h e b e supported . 
Donations ar e t o b e sen t t o th e militar y chaplain , Istva n Zadravecz." 99 

Paralleling it s civi l institutions , th e Eks z maintaine d a  militar y ar m 
known a s Kettoskeresz t Verszovetse g (Bloo d Allianc e o f th e Doubl e 
Cross). This choic e o f nam e conveye d a  dual message : a  mention o f th e 
double cros s i n Hungary' s officia l sea l an d emphasi s o n th e Christia n 
nature o f th e organization . 

From a  numerica l poin t o f view , thes e tw o organization s wer e no t 
large, numberin g togethe r les s tha n te n thousan d members . Ye t thei r 
influence upo n smal l organization s an d individual s wa s great. 100 

The mai n ai m o f th e variou s organization s wa s ver y muc h th e same . 
Yet each organization decide d fo r itsel f where i t would put the emphasi s 
while addressin g a  certai n secto r o f th e populace . A  networ k o f suc h 
organizations succeede d i n meetin g variou s requirements . 

Macartney sums up these developments as follows: "When the counter 
revolution came, there was plenty for 'patrioti c associations' to do. There 
were th e ember s o f Karolyi' s an d Kun' s revolution s t o b e stampe d out , 
Communists t o b e tracke d dow n an d Jew s disciplined.. . contact t o b e 
established wit h counterrevolutionarie s i n othe r countries.. . and hel p 
given them." 101 

At thi s tim e on e organizatio n stoo d ou t especially : 
The political an d militar y bod y behin d th e White Terror wa s the Union 
of Awakening Hungarians, which was the most important organization of 
the extreme right in Hungary. Antisemitism constituted the most important 
component o f it s ideolog y an d practica l activity . Th e Awakenin g Hun -
garians obtaine d thei r idea s fro m variou s sources . Som e element s wer e 
derived fro m nineteenth-centur y Hungaria n antisemitism , other s wer e 
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new, and bore the imprint of contemporary development s Anothe r mo -
tif... was th e bas e moral s o f th e Jews, which corrupte d Christia n society . 
. . . The ideolog y o f th e Awakenin g Magyar s als o gav e prominence t o th e 
"Christian" natur e o f th e struggl e agains t th e Jews A s the sam e mem -
orandum stated : "I t i s the unalterabl e wil l of th e Ebred o Magyaro k Egye -
sulete [th e Unio n o f th e Awakenin g Hungarians ] t o reestablis h th e reig n 
of pur e Christia n moral s an d nationa l feelin g throughou t th e country an d 
to exterminate those destructive doctrines spread by the Jews which alread y 
contaminated th e Christia n populatio n o f Hungar y t o a  degre e tha t ou r 
nation appears in a perfectly fals e light in the eyes of the foreign nations." 10* 

The Awakenin g Hungarian s adopte d a  Christia n lin e i n thei r propa -
ganda. The y stresse d th e difference s betwee n Jew s an d Christians , spok e 
at lengt h o f Christia n superiorit y t o Judaism , an d blame d th e Jew s fo r 
the defea t o f Hungar y i n th e wa r an d fo r th e tribulation s tha t followe d 
that war . Priest s an d churc h publi c leader s wer e amon g th e activist s o f 
the organization . 

At a  conventio n hel d i n Budapes t a t th e en d o f Novembe r 1919 , on e 
of th e centra l speaker s wa s th e pries t Dr . Gyul a Zakany . H e sai d tha t 
the Communis t regim e i n Hungar y ha d merel y bee n a n unsuccessfu l 
at tempt o n th e par t o f Jewr y t o tak e contro l o f Hungary . H e adde d tha t 
it wa s th e faul t o f th e Jew s tha t Hungary ' s territoria l integrit y wa s stil l 
in danger . H e calle d fo r repealin g th e recognitio n o f th e Jewis h religion . 

The pries t Zakan y wa s th e on e wh o worde d th e resolution s vote d o n 
by th e participant s i n th e conference : 

[1] Th e violen t an d destructiv e activit y o f Jewr y i n th e fiel d o f foo d 
supplies an d variou s consume r product s drive s th e natio n int o a  stat e o f 
chaos. Takin g thi s fac t int o consideration , thes e product s mus t b e place d 
under militar y supervision . 

[2] We propose th e registration o f foo d an d heatin g material s store d i n 
vast quantitie s i n th e basement s an d storehouse s o f th e Jews. They ar e t o 
be distributed to the robbed and tortured Christian populace suffering fro m 
the cold . Thi s distributio n wil l b e undertake n b y th e executiv e committe e 
of th e Awakenin g Hungarians . 

[3] Th e Jew s ar e th e restles s componen t o f cosmopolitanism , whic h 
leads t o th e destructio n o f nationality , the y ar e a  constan t threa t t o th e 
peace o f th e worl d a s a  resul t o f feature s stemmin g fro m thei r ver y 
destructive an d immora l racia l heritage . The Jews ar e successfu l i n takin g 
control o f suc h occupation s a s allo w the m t o sprea d thei r filth . Thi s phe -
nomenon must be prevented. The Jews must be scattered among the various 
nations i n accordanc e wit h th e relativ e weigh t t o b e attribute d t o thei r 
occupations i n th e variou s fields. 103 
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The Awakenin g Hungarian s invite d th e publi c t o a  mas s rall y i n Bu -
dapest. A  flier distributed i n the street s o f th e capita l unde r th e headlin e 
"Christians! Hungarians! " read , 

The dams of destruction hav e burst once again. The international Jewish 
mob strives for the complete destruction of dismembered Hungary The y 
will try again to establish in our poor homeland their Jewish Empire upon 
the graves of hordes of laborers. 

Our base and disgraced enemies lie in wait for easy prey, but they are 
going to be very disappointed . We stand read y t o meet their treacherou s 
attack, an d th e rally wil l be devoted t o the idea o f standin g u p in a  life-
and-death struggle . 

The first  speake r a t th e rall y wa s th e pries t Anta l Buttykay , th e hea d 
of a  province i n th e orde r o f th e Franciscans. 104 

In actua l fact , ther e wa s almos t n o differenc e betwee n th e "nationa l 
army" and the Awakening Hungarians. These two bodies were executiv e 
arms o f th e nationa l governmen t an d carrie d ou t thei r activitie s o n it s 
behalf. Man y o f th e activist s o f on e o f thes e bodie s als o playe d role s i n 
the other . Mos t o f th e leaders o f the Awakening Hungarian s wer e mem -
bers o f Parliament . Horthy , wh o owe d hi s electio n t o th e positio n o f 
regent (Marc h i , 1920 ) to the support o f the army, in his turn supporte d 
the rul e o f terro r an d it s leaders. 105 

Before Pronay' s office r uni t lef t Szege d on it s murderous campaig n o n 
July 15 , 1919, the uni t dedicated a  unit banner . The dedication wa s hel d 
according t o Christia n ceremonia l rules , in the yard o f th e dormitor y o f 
the St. Gelert school, where a special altar was erected for this purpose.106 

The ceremony was led by the Franciscan priest Istvan Zadravecz. He was 
ordained a  bisho p i n th e summe r o f 1920 , an d the n appointe d t o th e 
post o f militar y bishop. 107 

The banne r continue d t o pla y a n importan t role , and th e Awakenin g 
Hungarians later held a ceremony to mark the rededication of the banner . 
In hono r o f th e even t the y convene d a  countrywid e conventio n i n Bu -
dapest o n Decembe r 19—20 , 1925 , t o whic h th e publi c a t larg e wa s 
invited. Th e Centra l Nationa l Leadershi p o f th e Unio n o f Awakenin g 
Hungarians pu t u p sign s announcin g th e event , an d hel d specia l praye r 
services. The ceremonial prayer servic e in the Evangelical churc h was led 
by Bisho p Dr . Sando r Raffay , an d i n th e Reforme d churc h b y Bisho p 
Dr. Laszl o Ravasz . Thes e tw o bishop s le d thei r churche s i n Hungary . 
The Catholi c churc h als o hel d a  specia l ceremonia l praye r service . 

Besides th e praye r services , there was a  mass rall y i n on e o f th e larg e 
auditoriums o f Budapest . Th e centra l speaker s wer e me n o f th e cloth . 

....
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Bishop Raffa y spok e i n th e nam e o f th e Evangelica l church , whil e tw o 
priests wh o wer e member s o f th e Counci l o f Awakenin g Hungarian s i n 
the capita l spok e fo r th e Catholi c an d Reforme d churches. 108 

Even assumin g tha t a t th e tim e o f th e dedicatio n o f th e banne r i n th e 
summer o f 191 9 th e pries t Zadravec z wa s no t awar e o f Pronay' s inten -
tions, in December 1925 , at the time of it s rededication, th e deeds of th e 
unit that acted under the auspices of the banner were well known. Never -
theless, the Christia n churche s an d thei r leader s playe d significan t role s 
in thi s even t an d i n salutin g th e idea s i t represented . Thu s th e Christia n 
population of Hungary could view the participation of its spiritual leader s 
in the ceremony a s granting legitimacy , even a  posteriori, to the murder s 
perpetrated b y Pronay' s officers ' unit . 

This i s th e plac e t o not e th e specia l char m o f th e banne r an d th e 
willingness o f th e churc h t o hono r it . Fiftee n year s later , i n Decembe r 
1940, th e banne r wa s returne d t o it s tow n o f origin , Szeged . In  th e 
cathedral o f the city a  special ceremonia l praye r servic e was held , durin g 
which th e Catholi c bisho p o f th e province , Dr . Gyul a Glattfelder , 
rededicated th e banner . Afte r th e service , Prona y marche d a t th e hea d 
of hi s officer s t o th e plac e wher e th e flag  wa s originall y dedicated , th e 
dormitory o f St . Gelert . Ther e a  memoria l plaqu e wa s unveiled , com -
memorating th e event s o f 191 9 an d honorin g thos e wh o serve d unde r 
the banner. 109 

Mention has already been made of the session of the Synod of Bishop s 
that gav e ris e to th e Shepherds ' Epistl e written b y Prohaszka . Th e mai n 
topic o f tha t sessio n wa s a n evaluatio n o f th e evi l influence o f th e Com -
munist regim e an d a  searc h fo r way s t o neutraliz e tha t influence . Th e 
bishops decide d upo n tw o mai n way s t o achiev e these aims : suppor t fo r 
the Christia n Socialis t party , an d suppor t fo r th e Catholi c press . Th e 
Synod o f Bishop s wa s consisten t i n thi s regard , extendin g suppor t fo r 
the tw o u p unti l 1944 . 

Antisemitism wa s on e o f th e foundatio n stone s o f th e Christia n So -
cialist party , whic h th e priesthoo d sa w fit  t o support : 

Under present conditions , the Synod of Bishops views the political unio n 
of Christian s a s important , an d fo r it s part woul d suppor t th e Christia n 
Socialist party Eve n Bishop Raffay has recently expressed his agreement 
to th e Protestant s joinin g th e Christia n Socialis t party . Th e bishop s ar e 
requested to make contact with th e Party and praise i t strongly.110 

The Christia n Socialis t part y discusse d a t th e sessio n o f th e Syno d o f 
Bishops was, in many senses , the offspring o f the Catholic People's part y 
founded i n 189 5 b y th e Catholi c church. 111 However , contrar y t o th e 

....
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oppositional stan d adopte d b y the mothe r part y towar d th e libera l gov -
ernments o f Hungar y unti l Worl d Wa r I , it s politica l offsprin g o f th e 
period betwee n th e wars generally took par t in the government an d eve n 
supplied prim e ministers . Eve n whe n part y representative s di d no t ac -
tually participate in a government, the party played the part of a favorabl e 
opposition. Th e part y wa s a n orga n o f expressio n fo r th e churc h i n 
political life , an d playe d executiv e role s o n it s behalf . An d so , eve n i f 
indirectly, th e churc h wa s involve d i n th e activitie s o f th e regime . Th e 
role playe d b y th e churc h i n society , i n government , an d i n economic s 
transformed i t int o a n integra l par t o f th e regime. IIZ 

The Christia n Socialis t part y continue d t o exis t u p unti l Worl d Wa r 
II, an d durin g th e year s i t existe d i t underwen t splits , unifications , an d 
name changes. The denominator commo n to the party and its component 
parts ove r th e year s wa s twofold : first,  uncompromisin g antisemitism , 
and second , th e us e o f th e ter m "Christian " i n thei r names—t o stres s 
their negativ e approac h t o anythin g o r anyon e no t Christian . Th e part y 
was calle d th e Nationa l Christia n party , th e Unite d Christia n League , 
the United Nationa l Christia n League , the Economic Nationa l Christia n 
party, th e Nationa l Socialis t Christia n party , an d s o on. 113 

In orde r t o exten d it s influence amon g th e laborer s an d a s a  counter -
weight to the social-democratic movement , the Christian party organize d 
its own professiona l society , onc e agai n followin g i n th e footstep s o f it s 
mother party, the Catholic People's party, which had set up a professiona l 
society a t th e onse t o f th e twentiet h century . 

After a  fe w month s o f preparatio n i n whic h th e churc h itsel f too k 
part, th e Unite d Christia n Nationa l Leagu e wa s formall y founde d i n 
December 1919 . Count Pa l Teleki wa s electe d president . H e serve d tw o 
terms, i n differen t periods , a s prime minister . Durin g hi s terms o f offic e 
anti-Jewish legislatio n wa s enacted , an d h e wa s th e chie f architec t o f 
these laws. Karoly Wolf wa s elected party chairman; over the years, until 
his deat h i n 1936 , he proudly bor e th e banne r o f popula r antisemitism . 
The part y als o electe d cochairmen . Thes e include d th e bearer s o f high -
ranking positions i n the various Christia n churches : the Catholi c bisho p 
of Szombathely , Coun t Jano s Mikes ; th e Catholi c bisho p o f Szekesfe -
hervar, Ottokar Prohaszka ; the president of the Calvinist Alliance, Istvan 
Bernath; an d th e Evangelica l Bisho p Bel a Kapi. 114 

The resolutio n take n b y th e bishop s o n Augus t 22 , 1919 , regardin g 
making contac t wit h th e Christia n Socialis t party , brough t abou t a  re -
sponse o n th e par t o f th e government , wh o viewe d th e resolutio n a s a n 
invitation fo r cooperatio n betwee n th e tw o bodies . Th e basi s fo r co -
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operation betwee n governmen t an d th e Syno d o f Bishop s wa s laid , 
cooperation tha t laste d twenty-fiv e years . 

In th e spiri t o f thi s recommendatio n o f cooperation , th e governo r o f 
Trans-Danubia, Coun t Pallavicini , requested o f the Cardinal Archbisho p 
Csernoch o n Octobe r 19 , 1919 , tha t h e instruc t th e priesthoo d t o par -
ticipate activel y i n th e distributio n o f th e governmen t progra m i n suc h 
a way a s to precipitate a  favorable reactio n b y the public . The governo r 
informed th e archbisho p tha t fo r thi s purpos e th e governmen t wa s pre -
pared t o sen d top-notc h expert s t o priestl y gatherings , whos e mai n jo b 
would b e "to instruc t the active, respected priesthood, an d to teach the m 
so tha t th e priest s becom e nationa l Christia n propagandists. " Th e gov -
ernor dispatche d simila r letter s t o al l th e Catholi c bishop s an d t o th e 
leaders o f th e Protestan t churche s i n hi s region. 115 

In his reply o f Decembe r 6 , the archbisho p wrot e tha t whe n h e hear d 
of th e organizatio n h e expresse d hi s desir e 

that my priesthood take part i n it actively Th e fact tha t the chairman 
of the Propaganda Committe e i n Estergom province i s one of m y priests 
causes m e grea t pleasur e [th e sea t o f th e archbisho p o f Hungar y i s i n 
Estergom. Bot h th e province itsel f an d th e provincia l capita l ar e know n 
by tha t name] . Naturally, th e fac t tha t a  fe w priests , bot h o f th e loca l 
priesthood and from other towns and villages, participate on the Executive 
Committee makes me very happy. 
The bisho p o f Szombathel y replie d o n Novembe r 4  tha t h e agree d 

with the governor completely and that "the priests in my area will readily 
take part in Propaganda Committees , they will do whatever they are able, 
and I  for m y par t shal l encourag e the m i n thi s activit y o f theirs. " 

The Reformed Bisho p Elek Petri announced i n his response of Decem -
ber 1 0 tha t h e agree d "tha t th e priest s an d churc h official s tak e par t i n 
the aforesaid work, for its aims are well suited to the aims of the Reforme d 
church."116 Othe r bishop s replie d i n a  simila r vei n a s well . 

The date s o f thi s correspondenc e i n th e Trans-Danubi a regio n ar e 
extremely important . Whil e th e head s o f th e churche s wer e expressin g 
their pleasure at the opportunity given them to participate in the activitie s 
of th e regime , representatives o f tha t regim e wer e imposin g terro r upo n 
the inhabitant s o f th e region . Thi s correspondenc e betwee n priesthoo d 
and governmen t leader s gav e th e representative s o f th e regim e a  feelin g 
that thei r activit y i n sit u suite d th e position s adopte d b y th e prominen t 
representatives o f th e variou s churches . 

The cooperatio n betwee n thes e bodie s bor e frui t i n anothe r field  a s 
well. A  newspaper repor t fro m tha t perio d reads , 

....
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We have been informed tha t ther e has bee n strong an d effectiv e activit y 
in the towns of Trans-Danubia fo r the Christian press. In the meantime it 
has been decided in forty town s and villages , that they will in the futur e 
not allow any destructive newspaper into their domains. They will muster 
all their strength to support exclusively only those newspapers which serve 
the national Christian line, and they will distribute only those. This decision 
should serve as an example for al l Hungarian towns and villages.117 

The Protestant churches held a mass rally in Budapest at the beginnin g 
of Decembe r 1919 . The subjec t o f th e rall y wa s "th e spiri t o f Christia n 
unity." A t thi s rally , too , th e familia r voice s o f antisemiti c incitemen t 
could b e heard . Dr . Andra s Csillery , a  forme r governmen t minister , de -
clared tha t "w e bea r witnes s t o th e wa r o f liberatio n o f Christianit y 
against Jewish Talmudism. " 

Istvan Haller , a  governmen t minister , claime d a t tha t rall y tha t 

the decision o f th e Christian populac e t o insis t on it s right to succeed in 
life in opposition to the Jewish oppression from which it has suffered unti l 
today—is not antisemitism. Just as an oak tree has a natural right to grow, 
to spread an d to be stronger than the thorny bushes and shrubs growing 
at its base, so we have the right to grow and become powerful o n our own 
soil. The path whic h shal l bes t serv e our ambitio n t o guarantee ou r ter -
ritorial an d politica l integrit y i s that which follow s Christia n policy . The 
fact that the various minorities have shown hostility toward us was merely 
the resul t o f th e Jewis h polic y w e adhere d to . Le t u s adop t Christia n 
policies—and they will return to us. 

And s o th e conclusio n reache d a t th e Protestan t churc h rall y read s 
that "ou r terribl e disaste r wa s brough t abou t b y th e destructiv e inter -
national polic y whic h acte d agains t ou r Christia n an d nationa l spirit. " 

Though on e of the speakers a t the rally, Gyorgy Szekely,  the chairma n 
of the Protestant committee in the National Union party, announced tha t 
"tolerance an d magnanimit y towar d thos e o f othe r faith s an d thos e o f 
other nationalities are based on the fundamental outloo k of the Protestant 
church in Hungary," his words clearly omitted the attitude of participant s 
in th e rall y towar d Jews . 

Evangelical Bishop Sandor Raffay an d the Reformed Bisho p Elek Petri, 
the spiritua l leader s o f th e tw o Protestan t churche s i n Hungary , als o 
spoke at the rally. Their speeches were not cited at length in the newspaper 
report, bu t th e latte r doe s not e tha t th e tw o bishop s announce d "thei r 
churches' enthusiasti c support " o f th e idea s expresse d a t th e rally. 118 

This Christian-national-social organizatio n was not limited to the halls 
in whic h it s rallie s wer e held . Th e organizer s appeale d i n variou s way s 
to th e publi c a t large , makin g use , amon g othe r tactics , o f placard s i n 
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city streets . Durin g th e electio n campaig n o f Januar y 192 0 th e Unite d 
National Christia n League , whic h enjoyed—a s alread y noted—th e sup -
port o f th e Syno d o f Bishops , publishe d a  placard : 

We ar e perche d o n th e edg e o f a  whirlpoo l threatenin g u s wit h th e 
nightmare o f destruction . Tha t whic h wa s no t take n fro m u s by the war' s 
parasites an d blackmailer s an d remaine d i n our possessio n afte r th e worl d 
war which was imposed upo n us—wa s taken fro m u s by force b y the ban d 
of robbers operating under the guise of a proletarian dictatorship Thou -
sand-year-old Hungar y lie s insulted an d mocked . 

Who cause d al l this ? 
A smal l hostil e minorit y group , foreig n t o th e nationa l an d Christia n 

concept, i s the grou p tha t exploite d it s organizationa l forc e an d impose d 
its desire s upo n u s Ther e i s but on e wa y t o reviva l an d rehabilitation : 
our ow n firm,  stron g organization . W e mus t impos e th e Christia n an d 
national concep t o n al l ou r publi c an d socia l lives . 

Brethren! 
If yo u d o no t wan t th e dar k day s t o return , i f yo u wan t t o guarante e 

by institutionalize d mean s tha t th e racial , Christia n Hungaria n wil l b e 
master of his own fat e in his own homeland: le t us organize! We are raising 
the flag , th e flag  o f th e Unite d Nationa l Christia n League ! Ou r goals : t o 
illuminate th e eye s of ou r Hungaria n brethre n i n day-by-da y work , orall y 
and i n writing , constantl y an d withou t laxity , i n orde r t o giv e expressio n 
to th e nationa l concep t o f Christia n Hungary . W e deman d tha t th e estab -
lishment impos e Christia n moralit y upo n public , socia l lif e an d upo n pri -
vate lif e i n bot h industr y an d trade. 119 

On th e sam e occasio n th e Awakenin g Hungarian s distribute d a  man -
ifesto o f simila r content , containin g th e followin g passages : 

After decade s of sophisticated preparation, the Jewish leaders succeeded 
in shuntin g ont o Russia n track s th e fat e o f ou r ravaged , weakened , an d 
unaware people . 

Awaken, Hungarians ! Stan d upo n you r ow n feet , ope n u p you r eyes , 
and behold—yo u hav e no future , unles s you administe r th e affairs o f you r 
people with your own hand. You must prevent damage to our rehabilitativ e 
process by destructive elements. Remove those persistent leeches from you r 
fainting body ! 

Awaken, Hungarians! Let us unite so as to be able to restore our ruined , 
mocked homeland , s o as to b e able to furthe r th e peace, the morality , an d 
the culture of the world, and so as to be able to break down the destructiv e 
activities o f th e internationa l Jewis h race . 

We deman d a  Hungaria n Christia n press , a  Christia n spiri t i n publi c 
life, i n public office, i n the economy, an d i n trade. We demand tha t Chris -
tian progres s b e assure d officiall y s o tha t w e wil l b e abl e t o preven t i n 
advance th e dange r o f futur e infection . 

....

....



38 THE PREPARATOR Y YEAR S 

We shall fight stubbornly, untiringly, with strong means which will get 
ever stronger , unti l the las t Semite has lef t ou r homeland , o f which the y 
have made a mockery. 

May God help us!IZO 

There i s a  grea t dea l o f resemblanc e amon g th e thre e publications — 
the Shepherds ' Epistle of the Synod of Bishops, the placard o f the United 
National Christia n League , an d th e manifest o o f th e Awakenin g Hun -
garians. These documents , published upo n th e establishmen t o f th e ne w 
regime after th e unrest brought on by the war, set a precedent with regar d 
to th e leve l o f antisemiti c argumen t tha t wa s t o b e hear d i n Hungar y 
over the following twenty-five years. The fact that one of these documents 
was the Shepherds' Epistle of the Synod of Catholic Bishops granted the m 
a status worthy of emulation. And so, a stream of antisemitic publications 
flooded th e Hungaria n population . Mos t o f thes e document s present -
ed positiv e Christianit y opposin g negativ e Judaism , an d enjoye d grea t 
popularity. 

The followin g i s a  sampl e take n fro m a  pamphle t publishe d durin g 
the January 192 0 electio n campaign : 

We mus t retur n courageousl y t o th e Cross , w e mus t retur n t o ou r 
thousand-year-old Hungary, to Christianity Judais m is a parasitic being 
and, just like a mushroom, it , too, flourishes and develops best in a place 
overwhelmed b y rot : o n th e dung heap . Life accordin g t o th e Christia n 
faith an d following i n the footsteps o f Jesus is the only effective cur e fo r 
corruption an d rot. 121 

Regarding th e practica l wa y t o achiev e liberatio n fro m th e Jewis h 
political yoke , the write r o f th e pamphle t goe s on : 

Breaking Jewish politica l powe r depend s only upon us . We shall engag e 
in Christian politics, and in the fateful election s before us we shall not give 
our vote to the corrupt champions of industry, nor shall we suffer traitor s 
among us. We shall entrust the running of the State to decent , dedicated 
people Ther e is no possibility of maintaining legislation in the Christian 
spirit and Christia n educatio n i n a  region infected b y Judaism. Thus, we 
must burn ou t th e abominable Jewish nest , the roosting region o f mora l 
and cultural poison. 1" 

The electio n rallie s o f th e Christia n Socialis t party wer e exploited fo r 
antisemitic incitement . A n electio n rall y hel d i n Decembe r 191 9 sen t a 
special delegation t o the prime minister , demanding the removal o f "Ga -
lician Jewry" fro m Hungar y or , alternately , thei r immediat e transfe r t o 
concentration camps. 1*3 

....

....
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The Unite d Nationa l Christia n part y receive d fifty-nine  seat s i n th e 
elections, an d cam e i n secon d afte r th e Smallholder s party , whic h wo n 
ninety-one seats. 1*4 

Despite othe r difference s betwee n thes e tw o parties , o n th e questio n 
of their attitude to the Jewish problem the differences betwee n them were 
minor. Thus , Istva n Nagyatadi-Szabo , leade r o f th e Smallholder s party , 
declared a t a n electio n rall y i n Kecskeme t o n Decembe r i , 1919 , "No w 
is the time to correc t al l that was ruined b y liberalism. Hungarian Chris -
tian societ y mus t b e liberated fro m th e blackmai l o f Judaism." IZ5 

The cooperation between the Christian party and the Awakening Hun-
garians di d no t ceas e wit h th e elections . I n a  join t flie r signe d b y th e 
Union o f Awakenin g Hungarian s an d th e Leadershi p o f Christia n So -
cialist Professional Unions , these two groups called Christia n worker s t o 
a join t protes t rally : 

Christian workers ! Awakening Hungarians! 
The social-democratic-communist cam p is once again trying to lif t u p 

its head The y feel the ground i s slipping away beneath thei r feet , an d 
so they rejec t n o means in thei r attemp t t o retake contro l o f th e fortres s 
of th e Institut e fo r th e Assurance o f Laborers , which wa s a t on e tim e a 
hothouse of the Red commissars and of the Jewish inciters. 

This time they are in error! The Institute for the Assurance of Laborers 
belongs t o Christia n worker s Whoeve r i s not wit h us—i s agains t us , 
and we shall surely keep an eye on them. We have had enough o f Com -
munist deceivers.126 

In fact , th e damag e don e b y th e short-live d Communis t regim e wa s 
felt mor e b y th e Jewish publi c tha n b y it s neighbors : wit h th e collaps e 
of the Kun government , th e non-Jewish publi c in Hungary was liberate d 
from Communis t rule . Thi s wa s no t s o fo r th e Jewish public : wit h th e 
rise o f th e whit e counterrevolutio n t o power , i t foun d it s scapegoa t i n 
the form o f the Jewish public , and th e red stain tha t adhere d t o the Jews 
in 1919—192 0 accompanie d the m al l th e wa y t o 1944 . 

The counterrevolutionary regim e an d it s various agencie s enjoyed th e 
positive attitud e take n b y th e priesthoo d an d th e constan t suppor t o f 
the churches . Members o f th e priesthood wer e amon g the leaders o f th e 
Awakening Hungarians an d other similar groups. With regard to makin g 
the live s o f th e Jew s difficult , th e basi s fo r cooperatio n betwee n th e 
churches an d th e counterrevolutionar y regim e wa s lai d a s earl y a s th e 
stormy day s of 1919—1920 , and thi s continued t o serve the aims of bot h 
sides durin g th e entir e perio d o f counterrevolutionar y rule . 

....
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The Catholic  Press 

The high-leve l Catholi c priesthoo d wa s awar e o f th e potentia l influenc e 
of a guided press, and was eager to assist the counterrevolutionary regime , 
then taking it s first  steps, whose plans and activitie s suited th e desires of 
the church leaders. The bishops, at their very first session after the collapse 
of the Communist regime , in August 1919 , devoted their attention t o th e 
question of establishing the appropriate means for the expression of thei r 
views: 

Their attitud e i s reflected i n th e protoco l o f th e session : 

the Synod of Bishop s considers reviving the Catholic press and raisin g i t 
to a  hig h leve l t o b e a  tas k o f first-order  importance Th e Syno d o f 
Bishops will see to it that all those dealing with the Catholic press operate 
together i n mutual coordination . T o this end the Synod of Bishop s shal l 
make contact with the Central Press Project. IZ7 

The Centra l Press  Project wa s the means b y which th e Synod o f Bish -
ops' financial  suppor t was channeled to the various Catholic newspapers ; 
at the same time, it served as a pipeline for th e transmission o f the stand s 
adopted b y the Synod o f Bishop s t o the Catholi c press . To subsidiz e th e 
Catholic newspaper s and , apparently , t o brin g the subjec t t o th e aware -
ness o f th e public , th e Syno d o f Bishop s impose d upo n th e believer s a 
special "cultur e tax, " whic h wa s t o b e collected b y th e bishops." 8 

The Catholi c pres s constantl y occupie d th e Syno d o f Bishops , an d 
from th e protocol s i t seem s tha t th e pres s wa s discusse d i n mos t o f th e 
sessions hel d ove r a  period o f twenty-fiv e years . 

At the top of the list of newspapers supported b y the Synod of Bishop s 
was th e mornin g dail y Nemzeti  Ujsag  (National Newspaper) , th e semi -
official orga n o f th e Catholi c church. 129 O n th e fron t pag e o f th e news -
paper there appeared the heading "Political Christian Daily Newspaper. " 

The followin g i s a selection o f extract s fro m editorial s written durin g 
the period when the shaping of the regime was underway, and the attitude 
of the Catholic press to the regime and to the Jews was being formulated . 
The viewpoint s tha t crystallize d durin g thi s perio d continue d t o exer t 
influence ove r th e followin g twenty-fiv e years . 

On economi c subject s th e paper wrote , 

The general atmosphere prevalent in our country permits us to hope tha t 
the politica l struggl e whic h ha s jus t begu n i n ou r countr y betwee n th e 
national Christia n outlook , o n the one hand, an d th e destructive , home-
land-less Jewish strata, on the other, will end in the triumph of the National 
Christian outlook . I t will , however , b e erroneous t o thin k tha t wit h th e 

....
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end o f th e politica l struggl e everythin g wil l b e th e wa y i t shoul d be . No t 
at all ! Only afte r th e completion o f our victory in the political struggle wil l 
the rea l sieg e o f th e fortresse s o f Judais m begin : th e economi c fortresse s 
of Judaism . Wit h th e assistanc e o f publi c opinion , whic h ha s recentl y 
regained consciousness, it will not be difficult t o take control of the political 
positions, bu t wit h regar d t o th e fight  agains t th e Jews' greate r economi c 
power, w e shal l hav e t o b e ready fo r a  bitter , drawn-ou t struggle , fo r th e 
economic root s o f Judaism hav e penetrate d deepl y int o Hungaria n soil . 

Anyone deluding himself int o thinking that we have an easy fight  befor e 
us does no t kno w Jewish capitalis m an d it s willingnes s t o fight  I t wil l 
be a n erro r t o regar d wit h scor n thi s economi c powe r W e mus t tak e 
such stron g actio n a s t o shoc k th e ver y foundation s o f Jewis h economi c 
power.130 

Another editoria l attempt s t o lis t th e reason s fo r th e shortag e o f food -
stuffs, fuel , an d othe r ra w material s i n th e winte r o f 1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 0 an d 
points fingers  a t thos e considere d responsible : 

Truth t o tell , on Dohany , Rombach , an d Dov l Street s [street s i n th e poo r 
section o f th e Jewish ghett o in Budapest] th e authorities ar e hunting dow n 
and capturin g th e Jews wh o escape d t o u s fro m Galicia . Thes e sewe r rat s 
should no t b e blame d fo r worryin g abou t thei r livelihoods . However , be -
hind th e back s o f thes e smal l peddler s th e reall y guilt y peopl e ar e hiding , 
those wh o enjo y exaggerate d profit s an d mak e ou r live s difficul t an d in -
tolerable Thes e champions o f the black marke t ar e identical with thos e 
vast financial  institution s whic h durin g th e World Wa r bega n shamelessl y 
to hoar d goods . 

We call for governmen t interventio n i n the spiri t of the National Chris -
tian trend—th e sam e tren d tha t brough t i t t o power . Th e tim e ha s com e 
for th e governmen t t o begi n th e grea t purg e whic h wil l b e received gladl y 
and eagerly , bot h b y the Christia n middl e clas s and b y the public o f Hun -
garian Christia n worker s N o damag e wil l b e don e i f th e governmen t 
warns th e larg e goods-hoarder s unambiguousl y tha t th e ag e o f ope n rob -
bery is past, tha t the period o f corrup t governmen t whic h mad e i t possibl e 
for Jewish price-raiser s t o transform Hungar y int o thei r own Eldorad o ha s 
come t o a n end. 131 

Another editoria l tha t appeare d i n th e "Christ ia n Dail y Newspaper " 
criticizes th e ver y presenc e o f Jew s i n Hungary , list s th e damag e the y 
cause, an d suggest s way s t o correc t th e situation : 

The Jew di d no t com e t o ou r lan d wit h a  swor d i n hi s hand . H e sneake d 
in secretly , like a  destructive bacteriu m sneak s into a  human body . He ha s 
come i n vas t number s wit h a  flas k o f poiso n i n hi s hand H e himsel f i s 
the ro t whic h consume s everything . Eve n i f w e defea t him , ou r victor y 

....
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will onl y b e a  despicabl e victory , wherea s i f h e defeat s us , we shal l neve r 
rise again . 

While w e wer e starvin g an d tremblin g wit h cold , th e gree d o f ou r 
uninvited invaders , scion s o f th e foreig n race , consume d ou r food , burn t 
the fuel s fo r ou r heating , robbe d u s o f ou r money , an d too k contro l o f 
the powe r center s o f ou r country . W e faile d t o persuad e the m t o leav e 
us. The y resid e her e an d eve n behav e a s i f the y inten d t o remai n wit h 
us. I s i t possibl e t o expe l thei r spirit , whic h control s th e pres s an d th e 
financial network? 132 

We hav e t o se t u p a  concentratio n cam p i n Hajmaske r i n orde r t o 
save ourselve s fro m whateve r damag e w e ca n stil l b e save d from . T o 
isolate the m completel y w e hav e t o construc t a  defensiv e wal l aroun d 
the concentration camp . But that i s not enough! We will have to construc t 
a defensiv e wal l aroun d Hungaria n land , aroun d Hungaria n spiritua l life , 
and aroun d Hungaria n powe r sources . W e wil l hav e t o b e constantl y 
awake i n supervisin g thes e walls , s o a s t o defen d thos e value s importan t 
for ou r race : Onl y b y mean s o f puttin g thes e additiona l step s int o op -
eration wil l ther e b e rea l valu e t o th e isolatio n o f th e Jew s i n th e 
concentration camp. 133 

Yet anothe r editoria l deal t wit h th e interpretatio n an d appreciatio n 
of a  certai n speec h delivere d b y Bisho p Prohaszka : 

It wil l b e mos t desirabl e an d eve n importan t fo r th e Hungaria n Christia n 
public opinio n t o devot e suitabl e attentio n t o th e word s uttere d b y th e 
great, mos t admire d bisho p o f Szekesfehervar , Ottoka r Prohaszk a 
Many ar e the y wh o delud e themselve s int o thinkin g tha t afte r th e fal l o f 
Jewish imperialism , know n a s Bolshevism , the y ma y res t o n thei r laure l 
wreaths. Ye t behold , th e grea t apostl e o f th e Hungaria n Christia n publi c 
has arise n t o war n u s loudly an d publicly : "Ou r homelan d i s in danger! " 

The clea r voic e o f th e grea t bisho p warn s u s o f th e dange r o f terribl e 
destruction threatenin g wit h a  mora l revolutio n everythin g tha t th e two -
thousand-year-old Christia n cultur e and the thousand-year-old Hungaria n 
culture have succeeded in introducing into the souls of the people and thei r 
moral understanding . Th e obstinat e evi l spirit , with it s crue l logic , attack s 
Jesus o f Nazaret h agai n an d again . Tha t sam e evi l spiri t i s unwillin g t o 
accept th e fac t tha t i t wa s defeate d o n th e hil l o f Golgotha . I t i s consis -
tent i n it s dedicatio n t o it s wild materialism , i n it s worship o f capitalisti c 
Satan. 

Only that powerful democrac y tha t rest s on the union o f al l Hungaria n 
Christians, onl y a  merge r o f al l thos e wh o believ e i n Jesus o f Nazareth , 
will b e abl e t o sav e ou r soul s an d ou r future . Th e orienta l phantom , thi s 
dark, threatenin g shado w whic h follow s u s aroun d lik e a  shado w fol -
lowing it s body, wil l invok e upo n you r hea d a  curse of fire  and brimston e 
if yo u wal k i n th e way s o f Go d an d i f yo u lif t u p you r eye s unt o th e 

....
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Cross an d t o Hi m wh o wa s crucified . Tak e care , b e cautious , d o no t 
fall int o th e ne t o f thos e whos e eye s year n fo r onl y a  singl e star : th e 
selfsame sta r th e Chaldea n astrologis t calle d "th e Grea t Sta r o f 
Mammon."134 

The tone adopted by the semiofficial orga n o f the Catholic church an d 
the conten t o f it s editoria l article s suite d th e outloo k o f th e Awakenin g 
Hungarians. Thi s organizatio n publishe d i n flie r for m it s "Te n Com -
mandments" a s a  guide t o "th e Christia n Hungaria n populace " o n ho w 
to save "the homeland ruined by the Jews." Mention is made of "immora l 
Judaism" an d "Re d Judaism, " an d variou s way s ar e propose d "t o bea t 
the Jews." The las t five commandments d o indeed ope n with th e expres -
sion, "Bea t th e Jew, " an d eac h commandmen t contain s practica l sug -
gestions fo r beatin g th e Jews: d o no t spea k wit h a  Jew, d o no t liste n t o 
a Jew, do not buy from a  Jew and do not sel l him anything, do not invit e 
a Jew to your home, do not let a "Red-international" Jew into your club , 
your compan y Th e ninth commandmen t states , "Beat the Jew by no t 
buying hi s filthy  newspaper s an d no t readin g them , no r hi s morality -
corrupting books , which migh t poison your sou l and that of your family . 
You mus t rea d onl y Christia n newspapers. " Th e first  newspape r men -
tioned i n th e lis t o f readin g materia l recommende d b y th e Awakenin g 
Hungarians i s Nemzeti Ujsag,  the semiofficial newspape r o f the Catholi c 
church.135 

The antisemiti c coalition—i n whic h th e counterrevolutionar y gov -
ernment, th e Christia n Socialis t party , an d th e organization s heade d b y 
the Awakenin g Hungarian s participated—include d th e high-leve l Cath -
olic priesthoo d a s well . Th e priest s wante d thei r voic e t o b e hear d 
among thei r believers . The Shepherds ' Epistl e written b y Prohaszka wa s 
the openin g sho t i n a  length y antisemiti c campaign . I t wa s clea r t o th e 
priests tha t a  one-tim e appeal , n o matte r ho w strong , ha d it s ow n 
disadvantages. For thi s reason they supported th e Christian press , which 
functioned accordin g t o thei r spiri t an d thei r dictates . Mos t o f th e 
bishops di d indee d realiz e th e importanc e o f mas s communications, 136 

and al l th e newspaper s tha t wer e aide d b y th e Centra l Pres s Projec t 
expressed wel l the views o f the church an d it s partners i n the antisemiti c 
coalition. 

The "Nwnerus  Clausus"  Law 
In ligh t o f th e antisemitis m spreadin g throug h clerica l an d journalisti c 
circles, a s wel l a s othe r sector s i n Hungary , i t i s no t surprisin g tha t i n 
the fal l o f 1919 , whil e preparin g fo r th e openin g o f th e academi c year , 

....
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strident protests by Christian students took place against the participation 
of Jewish students in university studies. Teachers at the universities joined 
these protests , which rapidl y becam e violen t demonstration s tha t force d 
the authoritie s t o clos e th e universities . 

The immediat e resul t o f th e disruptiv e event s a t th e universitie s wa s 
that th e governmen t prepare d a  bil l limitin g th e numbe r o f Jew s a t 
institutions o f advance d learning . Th e la w wa s aime d a t limitin g th e 
percentage o f Jewish student s t o 6  percent , comparabl e t o thei r relativ e 
representation i n th e entir e population . Th e efficienc y demonstrate d b y 
the governmen t i n preparin g th e bil l suggest s tha t perhap s th e studen t 
rioting, rathe r tha n forcin g th e governmen t t o invok e th e "numeru s 
clausus" act , actuall y provide d th e governmen t wit h a n excus e t o d o 
so. 

The teacher s a t th e Pete r Pazman y Catholi c Universit y o f Budapes t 
played a  pioneering rol e i n th e wa r wage d b y the institution s fo r highe r 
education agains t Jewis h students . A t a  meetin g o f th e Facult y o f Hu -
manities, opinion s wer e voice d t o th e effec t tha t "th e participatio n i n 
studies o f thos e element s tendin g towar d Communis m an d Internation -
alism shoul d b e prevented . Th e possibilit y tha t antireligiou s an d anti -
national element s receiv e thei r spiritua l repas t betwee n th e wall s o f th e 
university mus t b e ruled out. " 

A faculty member , summin g u p i n a  memorandum th e stand adopte d 
by the faculty , wrote , "Even had I  not mentioned thi s explicitly, i t would 
still hav e bee n clea r tha t on e o f th e mai n aims , i f no t th e sol e aim , o f 
the propose d 'numeru s clausus ' bil l i s t o se t u p a  da m blockin g th e 
unbridled strea m o f Jewis h student s int o ou r institutions. " O f al l th e 
teachers i n th e Facult y o f Humanities , ther e wa s onl y on e wh o claime d 
"that h e does not see the urgency in imposing ' a numeru s clausus ' a t thi s 
stage."137 

Other universit y facultie s (o f law , medicine , an d theology ) adopte d 
similar stands . Th e universit y counci l discusse d th e topi c an d it s ow n 
stand, whic h wa s summe d u p b y th e dea n o f th e La w Faculty : 

Since th e proletaria n dictatorshi p wa s explicitl y anti-Christia n an d wa s 
administered b y Jews , th e youn g generatio n strive s t o hav e thos e wh o 
belong t o th e Jewish rac e refuse d entr y int o th e universit y forever . Th e 
young generation should be given suitable guarantees to assure them that 
the required purge will indeed be carried out among the university youth.138 

In othe r words , th e teacher s an d student s a t th e Catholi c universit y 
went beyon d th e governmen t proposal . Th e latte r strov e t o limi t th e 
number o f Jewish students , bu t no t t o prohibi t thei r studie s altogether , 
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whereas th e universit y facult y an d student s demande d tha t th e gate s t o 
their institutio n b e shu t t o Jewis h youth . 

The administratio n o f th e Technologica l Universit y o f Budapes t als o 
held discussion s o n th e "numeru s clausus. " Afte r th e variou s facultie s 
had decide d o n thei r stands , th e universit y counci l resolve d t o reques t 
the ministe r o f religio n an d educatio n t o impos e a  "numeru s clausus. " 
"The larg e numbe r o f Jew s endanger s th e intelligentsi a . . . on e mus t en -
sure tha t Judais m i s unabl e t o behav e i n th e futur e i n th e wa y i t behave d 
in th e past." 1 3 9 

A memorandu m presente d b y th e Facult y o f Medicin e t o th e ministe r 
of religio n an d educatio n described , i n a  styl e considere d exceptiona l i n 
an academi c institution , th e characte r o f th e Jewis h doctor s wh o ha d 
graduated th e faculty , an d propose d drawin g conclusion s wit h regar d t o 
the acceptanc e o f Jewis h student s i n th e future : 

The Jewish rac e i s an elemen t undesirabl e t o th e Facult y o f Medicin e an d 
to th e professio n o f Medicine , an d s o i t i s desirabl e t o remov e i t an d w e 
are indee d determine d t o d o s o Ou r patrioti c approac h require s u s t o 
maintain th e Facult y o f Medicin e a t a  suitabl e mora l leve l i n accordanc e 
with prope r professiona l ethics . I n ligh t o f thi s i t woul d b e considere d a 
crime, treason, t o educate i n the Faculty Jewish intelligentsi a read y for an y 
destructive an d treacherou s activity . 

A person growin g u p unti l hi s eighteenth yea r amon g peopl e wh o jac k 
up prices , amon g blac k marketeers , purchaser s o f stole n goods , usurers , 
and pimps—amon g peopl e whos e sol e desire , whose onl y thought , whos e 
only ambitio n i s to pursue Mammon , an d wh o rejec t n o wa y o r mean s of 
achieving it Th e moral outlook and ethical concepts of a person growing 
up i n suc h a n atmospher e mus t b e a s base , disgraceful , an d abominabl e 
as thos e i n whos e environmen t h e grew up . 

For the sake of the truth: i f we concede five percent o f the places in ou r 
institutions o f highe r educatio n i n favor o f thi s Jewry, i t will b e a  gift the y 
are not worthy of . I t will be bestowed upo n the m b y that sam e Hungaria n 
nation whos e land was cut up and remained fragmented , thos e responsibl e 
being th e Jewish Bolsheviks. 140 

The memorandu m prepare d b y th e Facult y o f Medicine , togethe r wit h 
additional memoranda , le d th e governmen t t o presen t th e bill . Th e min -
ister o f religio n an d education , Istva n Haller , presente d i t o n Jul y 22 , 
1920, an d i n hi s speec h boaste d tha t "n o on e ha s precede d u s i n suc h 
legislation."141 

The first  participan t i n th e debat e o n th e bil l wa s th e pries t Gyul a 
Zakany, wh o supporte d it. I4Z Bisho p Prohaszk a als o spok e ou t i n favo r 
of th e bill , declarin g tha t h e viewe d i t a s a  self-defens e measure : 

....
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We have reached a situation where Jewry has become a factor limiting our 
steps Christianit y senses , on every side, that i t is in retreat before th e 
Jewish attack upon it. We are in the very process of liquidating Christianity 
in our land I  would feel scorn for Hungarian culture, were it to ignore 
the fac t tha t whil e the Jews trample i t underfoot an d tur n it s blood int o 
water, it does not have the strength to raise its voice and to voice its protest 
and declare : "As long as I have any energy at al l left, I  shall devote i t to 
opposing such a  trend, and as long as I breathe, I shall participate in the 
formation o f our own way of life. " 

Similarly, Dezs o Szucs , lecturer i n theolog y an d representativ e o f th e 
Reform church , viewed the "numerus clausus" law as a self-defense mea -
sure. "In orde r t o defend ou r nationa l cultur e we have need of a  bill , fo r 
the vast surplu s o f Jewish intelligentsi a endanger s th e nationa l natur e o f 
our culture. " 

Emil Kovacs, a priest of the Reformed church , found th e government' s 
proposal inadequate , an d suggested tha t it s principles b e applied t o hig h 
schools a s well. 143 

In Haller's rebutta l ther e appeared numerou s antisemiti c remarks . H e 
found suppor t i n excerpt s fro m th e speec h mad e b y Bisho p Prohaszk a 
and stresse d th e bishop' s reasoning . Th e la w wa s indee d adopte d b y a 
decisive majority—fifty-seve n vote s i n favor , wit h onl y seve n opposin g 
it—and wa s publishe d o n th e ev e o f th e openin g o f th e academi c yea r 
1920-1921. The adoption an d applicatio n o f the law did not satisf y th e 
young, an d th e riot s tha t brok e ou t i n th e fal l o f 192 0 brough t abou t a 
postponement i n th e registratio n fo r th e universitie s an d i n th e openin g 
of th e academi c year. 144 

The "numerus clausus" law achieved its aim, and the number of Jewish 
students i n Hungaria n institution s o f advance d educatio n plummete d 
steeply. In the academic year 1917—191 8 the University o f Budapest ha d 
4,288 Jewis h student s ou t o f a  tota l o f 10,643 , o r som e 40. 3 percent , 
whereas i n th e academi c yea r o f 1920—192 1 th e numbe r o f Jewish stu -
dents ther e droppe d t o 45 9 ou t o f a  tota l o f 5,80 0 students—onl y 7. 9 
percent.145 

Jewish youth s wer e compelle d t o mov e ou t o f Hungaria n territor y i n 
order t o stud y a t a n academi c institution . Thus , in the academi c year o f 
1920—1921, some eleven hundred Jewish students from Hungar y studie d 
at th e Universit y o f Prague . Jewis h student s wandere d a s fa r afiel d a s 
Austria, Italy , an d Germany. 146 

Jewish organization s i n Wester n Europ e wer e perturbe d b y th e law . 
In additio n t o th e damag e i t cause d th e Jews o f Hungary , thes e organi -
zations feare d th e la w migh t b e construe d a s a  preceden t t o b e applie d 
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....



THE PREPARATOR Y YEAR S 47 

by other governments. Central Jewish associations in England and Franc e 
appealed t o th e Leagu e o f Nation s agains t th e "numeru s clausus " law , 
which violate d th e Trianon Agreemen t signe d b y Hungary i n 1920 . Th e 
League o f Nations , i n it s turn , approache d th e Hungaria n governmen t 
on the subject , only to be met by delays and othe r evasive tactics. Never -
theless, in Octobe r o f 1927 , as a  result o f continuin g internationa l pres -
sure, the Hungaria n governmen t announce d it s intention o f introducin g 
certain change s int o th e law . 

This announcemen t immediatel y arouse d fierc e oppositio n i n Hun -
gary. In November th e Awakening Hungarians hel d a  protest rally . Both 
Count Pa l Telek i an d Gyul a Gombos , wh o serve d a s prim e ministe r a t 
various time s betwee n th e 1920 s an d th e 1940s , too k par t i n th e rally , 
which cam e ou t i n suppor t o f th e continued applicatio n o f th e law i n it s 
present form. It should be noted that even the Christian Economic party— 
which durin g thi s period generall y supporte d th e government—oppose d 
the propose d change s i n th e law . Despit e th e opposition , th e change s 
went int o effec t abou t tw o year s later , i n Octobe r 1929 , bu t the y wer e 
little mor e tha n cosmeti c changes , fo r the y ha d n o rea l effec t upo n th e 
Jewish population. 147 

The tw o minister s o f educatio n wh o engage d i n th e preparatio n an d 
adoption o f th e law—Istva n Halle r an d Karol y Huszar—wer e member s 
of th e Christia n Socialis t part y whos e connection s wit h th e leadin g in -
stitutions of the various churches have been described above . These min -
isters o f educatio n base d thei r explanation s o f th e necessit y o f th e 
legislation o n th e nee d "fo r defendin g Christian s an d Christianity. " Th e 
priests tha t too k par t i n th e debat e o n th e propose d la w supporte d i t 
without reservation , an d eve n demande d th e broadenin g o f it s 
application. 

During the debate on the proposed law, the Jews and Jewry were again 
and agai n define d a s a  "race. " I t wa s stil l ove r a  decad e befor e th e 
"doctrine of race" would b e inscribed i n the lawbooks of Nazi Germany . 
Not onl y di d th e priesthoo d no t spea k u p agains t th e us e o f th e ter m 
"race" to define a  group o f citizens in order to discriminate agains t the m 
legally—it eve n supporte d thi s approach . 

The significanc e o f th e "numeru s clausus " la w wa s tha t th e Jew s 
were separate d fro m th e res t o f th e populac e b y mean s o f forma l 
discriminatory legislation . Thi s preceden t facilitate d th e broadenin g o f 
the discriminatio n i n th e futur e an d symbolize d th e en d o f th e ful l 
equality o f right s tha t th e Jew s ha d enjoye d fo r twenty-fiv e years — 
from 189 5 t o 192.0 . I n bot h o f thes e year s th e churc h wa s activ e i n 
causing th e Jew s discomfort . 
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The Consolidation  of  the  Twenties  and  the  Christian 
Antisemitism of  the  Thirties 

The 1920 s sa w a  measure o f declin e i n the officia l negativ e approac h o f 
the governmen t towar d th e Jews; yet the 1930 s were accompanie d b y a 
renewed viciousnes s i n th e antisemiti c approac h o f bot h governmen t 
circles an d broa d popula r sectors—u p unti l 1938 , the yea r markin g th e 
beginning o f th e passin g o f a  serie s o f anti-Jewis h laws . 

The chairma n o f th e Christia n party , Karol y Wolf, 148 wa s on e o f th e 
most prominen t spokesme n o f th e approac h tha t declare d th e existenc e 
of a  violen t clas h o f interest s betwee n Jew s an d Christians , betwee n 
Judaism an d Christianity , an d th e necessit y o f th e anti-Jewis h struggle . 
A numbe r o f excerpt s fro m hi s statement s clarifyin g hi s approac h o n 
these subjects will be adduced below. During his period of public activity , 
his party enjoyed the financial and moral support of the Synod of Bishops. 

On Apri l 14 , 1921 , Count Istva n Bethle n wa s appointe d prim e min -
ister. H e wa s on e o f th e founder s o f th e Christia n Socialis t part y a t th e 
beginning o f 1919 . Durin g th e perio d o f Communis t rule , Bethle n ha d 
been in Vienna, where he worked to undermine Bela Kun's regime. There, 
together wit h Karol y Wol f an d others , h e founde d th e Unite d Nationa l 
Christian League , whic h h e serve d i n leadin g roles . Bethlen , lik e mos t 
Hungarians o f hi s generation, oppose d th e Trianon Agreement , bu t a s a 
sober statesma n h e preferre d t o wor k fo r it s abrogatio n b y peacefu l 
means. He realize d tha t i t was vita l fo r fait h i n Hungary t o b e restored , 
especially th e fait h o f internationa l economi c circles . Thus h e strov e t o 
achieve stabilit y i n hi s country , an d fo r thi s purpos e h e ha d t o pu t a n 
end t o th e antisemiti c terroris m an d t o cooperat e wit h Jewish economi c 
sectors—despite hi s ow n violen t hatre d o f th e Jews.149 

At th e sam e time , i n ligh t o f th e stan d adopte d b y th e righ t win g o f 
his party , Bethle n di d no t enjo y a  fre e han d i n determinin g policy . Th e 
antisemitic atmosphere prevalen t i n broad sector s of the population pre -
vented an y possibilit y o f a  retur n t o th e libera l regim e tha t ha d rule d 
Hungary befor e Worl d Wa r I. 150 Fo r hi s part , Bethle n persevere d i n hi s 
attempts to stabilize the situation, including that of the Jews, as he himself 
testified: "Luckily , the anomalous approac h whic h existe d her e afte r th e 
war i s gradually fadin g away , an d th e situatio n o f th e Jews i s becomin g 
normal onc e again." 151 Hi s te n year s i n offic e ar e generall y know n a s 
"the years of consolidation," but as a consequence of the world economi c 
crisis of 1929—193 0 he was compelled to resign in 1931 and was replaced 
as prime ministe r b y Gyul a Gombos . 
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Gombos wa s on e o f th e me n o f Szege d an d wa s a  confidan t o f Hor -
thy's. He had an extensive network of connections with many, variegated 
antisemitic circles , including Russia n exile s supporting th e czar , Ukrain -
ians, Mussolini's movement at its inception, and right-wing circles in Ger-
many, includin g Hitler' s movemen t whil e i t wa s stil l insignificant . Th e 
German Nazi s eve n receive d financial  suppor t fro m Gombo s whil e the y 
were stil l takin g thei r first  steps , an d Rathenau' s assassin s foun d tem -
porary refug e i n Gombos' s villa . I n Septembe r 192 5 h e organize d a n 
international antisemiti c conferenc e i n Budapest. 151 

During th e 1920 s Gombo s becam e on e o f th e centra l figures  i n th e 
activities o f th e Hungaria n extrem e right. 153 A s h e wa s on e o f th e me n 
of Szeged , Gombo s believe d tha t th e ne w regim e i n Hungar y shoul d b e 
based on Christia n lin e ideas, and he and his government were intereste d 
in stressin g th e Christianit y o f Hungary. 154 

Unquestionably th e loudes t speake r fo r th e lin e tha t demande d em -
phasizing the Christianit y o f Hungar y an d basin g the Hungarian regim e 
on a  Christia n foundatio n wa s Karol y Wolf . H e ha d bee n a  membe r o f 
the Catholi c People' s part y prio r t o Worl d Wa r I. 155 Durin g th e perio d 
of Communis t rul e i n Hungary , Wol f remaine d i n Vienna , and , lik e 
Gombos, h e worke d ther e t o undermin e th e Bel a Ku n government . H e 
was on e o f th e leader s o f th e Anti-Communis t Committee , whic h wa s 
even name d afte r him : "Wolf' s Secre t Group. " Afte r th e collaps e o f th e 
Communist regime , the group cam e bac k t o Hungary , where i t reorgan -
ized unde r th e nam e "th e Unite d Nationa l Christia n League, " wit h th e 
position of chairman given to Wolf himself. This party founded th e Urban 
Christian part y i n Budapest , whic h too k contro l o f th e Budapes t Mu -
nicipal Counci l an d ra n i t i n accordanc e wit h it s ow n principles. 156 

The Catholi c churc h appreciate d th e contributio n mad e b y Wolf' s 
party t o th e developmen t o f a  Christia n atmospher e i n Hungary , an d 
rewarded i t accordingly . Accordin g t o th e resolutio n adopte d b y th e 
Synod of Bishops, which met on August 22 , 1919,157 this body materiall y 
supported th e Christian party an d th e professional organizatio n i t set u p 
for som e twenty-fiv e years . 

In Octobe r 192 0 th e Syno d o f Catholi c Bishop s discusse d th e reques t 
of th e Nationa l Unio n o f Christian-Socialis t Professiona l Organization s 
for suppor t amountin g to the sum o f two millio n crowns . The followin g 
resolution wa s adopted : "Th e Syno d o f Bishop s warml y recommend s 
that th e lan d owner s contribut e generously. " Th e cardina l archbishop , 
who chaire d th e syno d session , too k th e lea d i n makin g contributions , 
announcing hi s donatio n o f tw o hundre d thousan d crowns. 158 
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In Octobe r 192 5 a  rankin g priest , Prelat e Sando r Ernszt , appeare d 
before th e Synod o f Bishops and mad e the following reques t in the nam e 
of th e Nationa l Christia n party : 

The grea t landowner s o f Hungar y onc e grante d th e the n People' s part y 
their fixed annual financial support However , now the financial sources 
of the National Christia n part y hav e dried u p to such an exten t tha t the 
party i s compelle d t o reques t th e gran t o f a  hundre d thousan d golde n 
crowns' annua l support . Th e party see s itsel f a s the hei r t o th e People' s 
party an d strive s t o b e worth y o f thi s suppor t Th e part y prefer s t o 
maintain its independent political activity, and would like to begin proper 
preparations fo r the elections expected in 1927.159 

The resolutio n adopte d b y th e Syno d wa s a s follows : "Th e Syno d o f 
Bishops is of the opinion that the party i s worthy o f support to the exten t 
of th e su m requested." 160 

The protoco l o f sprin g 192 6 read , "Th e Christia n Socialis t part y ha s 
sent a detailed repor t o f it s last year's activities Th e Synod of Bishop s 
informs the 'Union' of its positive and encouraging attitude toward it." 161 

From th e yea r 193 2 th e subjec t o f suppor t fo r th e professiona l or -
ganization o f th e Socialist-Economi c Christia n party , i n it s various evo -
lutionary stages , becam e a  routin e par t o f th e session s o f th e Syno d o f 
Bishops. The resolutions on support fo r the coming year and fo r the level 
of thi s suppor t wer e generall y adopte d a t th e autum n session s o f th e 
synod. O n occasio n th e bishop s adde d mora l encouragemen t t o thei r 
financial suppor t by praising the activities of the Christian Socialis t party. 
The followin g i s an extrac t fro m on e o f th e relevan t protocols : 

The Catholic population can rely on the Socialist-Economic Christian party 
and does indeed do so On e of the efficient ways of defending the public 
and parliamentary interests of the Catholic populace is by identifying with 
the aims of th e party an d b y efficiently supportin g them . We must view 
affectionately an d positively th e activity of the Christian party . We must 
encourage it to act courageously in Parliament. We must promise the Chris-
tian party tha t th e Synod of Bishop s puts it s faith i n i t Th e Synod of 
Bishops requests that the Cardinal convey the view of the Synod of Bishops 
to the party leadership and inform i t that the Synod favors its activity and 
shall continue to support i t in the future a s well.162 

The recipient s o f thi s suppor t appreciate d th e favo r bestowe d upo n 
them b y th e bishop s an d reacte d accordingly : 

The professional organizatio n stresses that the Synod of Bishops' financial 
support is what has enabled its activities on behalf o f the Socialist Move-
ment o f Christia n Worker s ove r th e pas t tw o year s o f difficul t struggle . 
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We ar e prepare d t o continu e eagerl y wit h thi s wor k i n th e future , ye t 
without this financial support i t will be impossible.163 

At thei r Octobe r 193 9 sessio n th e bishop s resolve d tha t "th e Syno d 
of Bishops declares its support fo r th e 'Socialis t Christians ' and it s heart -
warming attitude towar d them , just a s it has always done, and i t enjoin s 
the various bishop s t o suppor t th e party." 164 Th e las t resolutio n o f sup -
port appearing in the collection of protocols dates from jus t before 1944 , 
having bee n adopte d a t th e sessio n o f th e Syno d o f Bishop s hel d i n th e 
autumn o f 1943. l65 

These excerpt s ar e mer e sample s o f th e vas t amoun t o f materia l o n 
this topic ; i n additio n t o them , th e matte r o f suppor t fo r th e Christia n 
party an d it s professiona l organizatio n appear s abou t twent y time s i n 
the records of the discussions held by the Synod of Bishops. The bishops ' 
support fo r th e ideas the party represente d an d sprea d amon g the publi c 
is reflecte d i n mos t o f th e protocols . I t i s wel l wort h tracin g th e devel -
opment o f thes e ideas . 

The unquestioned spokesma n fo r th e Christia n part y was , as we hav e 
already mentioned , it s chairman , Karol y Wolf . A t th e annua l genera l 
convention o f th e Unite d Nationa l Christia n League , Wolf demande d a 
final confrontatio n wit h th e ghett o spiri t an d expresse d hi s jo y a t th e 
prime minister' s promis e tha t "th e lin e guiding the administratio n i s th e 
Christian Weltanschauung."  Wol f added , " A lin e o f though t claimin g 
that i t ha s n o desir e t o rul e accordin g t o th e Christia n Weltanschauung 
will b e unabl e t o reac h u s agai n Th e surrende r o f influentia l circle s 
to th e ghett o spiri t ma y onc e agai n brin g abou t a  nationa l tragedy . W e 
shall no t repea t this. " 

The speake r wen t o n to refe r t o Hitler' s comin g to power , an d linke d 
the event s takin g plac e i n Naz i German y wit h th e Christia n revival : 

Declarations matching the ghetto spirit have described events in Germany 
as transient events German y is engaged in her national renaissance. The 
negative atmosphere has failed throughout the world. The golden calf has 
collapsed, Vienna's Judeo-Marxism ha s rotted away , and is gradually de-
clining Th e negative atmosphere i s unable to rule , for ou r Lord Jesus 
has been reborn. 

The chairma n o f tha t convention , too , referre d t o thes e topics , saying , 
"The fac t i s tha t th e resurrectio n takin g plac e a t th e presen t tim e i n 
Germany i s based o n mora l foundations . Hungary , too , shoul d bas e it s 
development upo n path s withi n fait h an d Christianity." 166 

At a  rall y calle d b y Wolf' s party , th e Urba n Christia n part y o f Bu -
dapest, hel d a t th e sam e tim e a s th e conventio n o f th e nationa l party , 
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the chairma n warned , "I n ligh t o f th e fac t tha t libera l politic s ar e onc e 
again beginnin g t o lif t u p thei r head , ou r part y mus t deman d eve n mor e 
strongly th e practica l realizatio n o f Christia n policy. " Wolf' s statement , 
made a t tha t rally , clarifie d th e matter : " I shal l deman d tha t ther e b e 
carried ou t a  thoroug h examinatio n o f th e identit y o f th e employee s o f 
the bank s an d o f th e larg e concerns . W e mus t discove r jus t ho w man y 
of thes e employee s ar e indee d Hungaria n citizen s an d eve n Christian." 1 6 7 

At a  mas s rall y o f hi s part y i n Budapes t Wol f spok e o f "practica l 
politics" i n Hungary : 

The onl y practica l politic s ar e thos e whic h provid e th e justifie d materia l 
and moral needs of Hungarian Christians I  am unable to observe calmly 
the ambition s o f a  foreign rac e to take contro l o f u s W e are no t racist , 
but our polic y i s based o n th e only correc t Christia n way . I f some residen t 
of Galici a pop s u p an d found s som e compan y somewher e i n a  dan k an d 
shadowy basement , th e entir e governmen t nee d no t suppor t hi m imme -
diately wit h th e economi c powe r o f ou r nationa l bank , th e Galicia n re -
ceiving immediat e suppor t unde r th e guis e o f "protectin g a  busines s 
enterprise."168 

Urban Christia n part y representative s o n th e Budapes t Municipa l 
Council invite d thei r voter s t o hea r o f thei r activit y i n th e municipality . 
At th e rall y i t wa s Karol y Wol f wh o spoke : 

In economic matter s w e mus t guarante e th e supremac y o f Christia n Hun -
garians ove r thos e foreigner s wh o hav e falle n upo n u s fro m foreig n land s 
and, durin g th e libera l period , take n contro l o f economic , industrial , an d 
financial lif e Th e firms and factories mus t be compelled to dismiss these 
uninvited foreigners . I  have no desir e t o se e my Christia n colleague s i n a n 
inferior situation. 169 

Thousands participate d i n th e celebratio n organize d b y th e Urba n 
Christian part y i n Wolf' s honor . Th e maste r o f ceremonie s mentione d 
Wolf's courag e i n "darin g eve n t o touc h o n tha t sec t whic h unti l no w 
has bee n 'untouchable, ' jus t lik e a  simila r sec t i n India . Thi s sec t ha s 
attempted t o ensur e itsel f th e righ t t o ru n wil d an d wrea k havo c through -
out ou r land. " Wol f added , 

The wickedness of these has brought down upon Hungary intolerably heavy 
blows. W e hav e bee n ineffectua l i n no t darin g u p unti l no w t o appl y i n 
practice th e truth s o f Jesus th e Nazarene . Th e concept s o f liberalism , de -
mocracy, an d equalit y hav e cause d Christia n Hungarian s har m I  a m 
prepared to admi t that minorities , too, have some culture, but a  one-sided , 
racist cultur e an d no t a n absolute , universa l on e like Christian cultur e 
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It i s not possible t o bas e New Hungar y upo n element s o f treachery , insin -
cerity, an d th e expectations o f eas y profits , an d thos e o n th e opposit e sid e 
of th e barrie r ha d bes t b e warne d tha t ou r patienc e i s runnin g out ! W e 
shall no t b e prepare d t o giv e i n ou t o f motive s o f fals e humaneness . W e 
are a t wa r wit h Judeo-Marxism! I7° 

At a  rall y hel d b y ye t anothe r win g o f hi s party , th e Part y Unio n o f 
Hungarian Christia n Women , Wol f spok e o f th e purit y o f Christia n an d 
Hungarian blood : " I a m a  Catholic , no t onl y i n churc h bu t als o i n publi c 
life. Ther e i s nothin g mor e ludicrou s tha n a  Je w wh o ha s becom e a 
Catholic wh o come s t o advis e m e abou t Catholicis m an d m y ow n Hun -
garian nature . T o a  perso n o f thi s kin d I  say : befor e comin g t o giv e m e 
advice, mak e sur e you r ow n bloo d become s Hungaria n an d Cathol ic . " 

Wolf als o spoke of the German orientatio n o f Hungarian foreig n polic y 
and, usin g Christia n rationale , full y supporte d thi s orientation : 

Liberal an d democrati c circle s an d freemason s clai m that , i n ligh t o f Ger -
man antisemiti c tendencies , we mus t no t dra w nea r t o her . The approac h 
of thes e circle s i s base d o n thei r heart' s desire , wherea s I—m y Christia n 
outlook i s base d o n a  practica l approach.. . and I  see k link s wit h th e 
German people , for tha t natio n i s invaluable t o the human race . The prac-
tical applicatio n o f m y Christia n outloo k an d m y steadfas t perseveranc e 
in m y fait h ar e a  guarante e o f thi s politica l vie w o f mine. 171 

The Unite d Nationa l Christia n Leagu e organize d a  serie s o f lectures , 
and Karol y Wol f delivere d th e openin g speech : 

Only a  natio n bearin g withi n itsel f genera l cultura l value s ca n b e sur e i t 
will neve r disappear . Wha t ar e thes e genera l cultura l values ? The y ar e 
Christian cultura l values ! I am ofte n accuse d o f conductin g a n antisemiti c 
policy. Thi s i s simpl y untrue . I  a m no t antisemitic , bu t I  a m devote d t o 
furthering th e Christia n idea , whic h i s the sol e representativ e o f compre -
hensive universa l culture . 

Christian cultur e i s th e onl y eterna l culture , an d i s immeasurabl y su -
perior t o any other cultur e promoted b y any racia l group. I  am no t willin g 
to giv e u p eve n th e smalles t par t o f Christia n culture ; anyon e willin g t o 
make suc h a  concessio n i s nothin g bu t a  sinne r an d a  misleade r W e 
must appl y ou r nationa l Christia n outloo k i n a  practical manne r i n orde r 
to promot e ou r ow n rebirth. 17* 

As Ne w Year' s Day , 1936 , dre w nearer , th e functionarie s o f Karol y 
Wolf's part y wishe d hi m well . I n hi s repl y h e said , 

Foreigners ar e attempting t o take contro l o f ou r nationa l values , and thei r 
cunning plot s hav e enabled the m t o la y thei r hand s upo n ou r mos t sacre d 
of values . The y hav e contaminate d ou r literature , an d th e ghett o spiri t 
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predominates upon the stages of our theatre. Even in the economic realm 
we are no longer our own masters.173 

He took steps to broaden hi s own personal involvement and the aren a 
of his activities beyond Budapest' s municipa l limits . A delegation o f ove r 
a hundre d people , members o f th e Urban Christia n Part y Club , travele d 
to Szege d t o tak e par t i n a  serie s o f rallie s aime d "a t strengthenin g 
Christian Hungaria n industry , trade , an d pres s an d a t expressin g thei r 
support o f them. " Wol f declare d a t th e rally , 

Only eternal mora l values are capable of directing the lives of humanity . 
Though w e hea r i n ou r da y al l kind s o f fashionabl e slogans , thes e ar e 
designed merely to cover up for personal interests or for the interests of a 
foreign race . Marx, too, devised al l kinds of slogans , but they in no way 
served the interest s o f th e workers I n thi s town Christianit y mus t be 
imposed upo n economi c life , upon th e university , and upo n al l walks of 
life. We shall not permit others to drive us out of industry and trade.174 

Karoly Wol f die d i n 1936 . A few year s later , hi s party disintegrated , 
but th e Christia n professiona l organization , founde d b y the founder s o f 
the party , survive d int o Worl d Wa r II . Fo r man y year s i t wa s Karol y 
Wolf wh o bor e th e standar d o f Christia n antisemitism . A s noted above , 
he wa s generousl y rewarde d i n hi s lifetim e b y th e Syno d o f Catholi c 
Bishops. After hi s death, too , the ranking officia l o f th e Catholi c churc h 
in Hungar y pai d hi m homage . A t a  lectur e o n "Cooperatio n betwee n 
Church an d State " h e delivere d a  fe w month s afte r Wolf' s demise , th e 
head of the Catholic church, Cardinal Archbishop Justinian Seredi, stated, 

We Catholics have to be united, in order to be able to offer ou r assistance 
to the needy Eac h and every Catholic must be prepared a t all times to 
declare his principles an d t o bea r responsibilit y fo r thos e principles, just 
as the lat e Karol y Wol f did—i n Parliament , i n th e municipality , an d i n 
public life (the assembly paid its respects to the illustrious memory of Karoly 
Wolf by standing at attention for a number of minutes) I n our struggle, 
aimed a t restricting our commo n foe , th e state ma y consider th e churc h 
to be frankly interested in the state's welfare, without living in expectation 
of any benefits to itself.175 

The assembl y tha t ha d pai d it s respect s t o Wol f an d hi s opinion s wa s 
certainly abl e t o identif y th e "commo n foe " Sered i wa s referrin g to . 

We thu s not e th e cooperatio n betwee n th e Christia n part y an d th e 
Synod o f Catholi c Bishops , th e divisio n o f labo r betwee n the m servin g 
the interests of both sides : Wolf expressed opinions favored b y the Synod 
of Bishops , an d the y rewarde d hi m accordingly . Th e instanc e describe d 
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below involve s a  bisho p wh o wa s no t i n nee d o f an y outsid e assistanc e 
in expressin g hi s views . 

Janos Meszaros , th e bisho p i n charg e o f th e cardinal' s Budapes t of -
fices,176 summone d th e Catholi c priest s o f th e capita l t o a  meeting . H e 
clarified fo r the m th e stan d adopte d b y th e Catholi c churc h o n variou s 
matters o f publi c importance , an d als o instructe d the m wha t t o d o i n 
connection wit h thes e matters : 

Despite ou r man y occupations , w e mus t no t bac k of f fro m dealin g wit h 
urban politics . W e hav e t o participat e i n thi s activity , an d w e mus t exer t 
our influenc e t o ensur e tha t th e atmospher e prevailin g i n th e Budapes t 
municipality i s trul y Christian . Le t u s recal l th e da y whe n unrestraine d 
liberal dogm a rule d th e municipality . Freemasons , internationalists , non -
Christian an d Marxis t bodie s al l collaborate d ther e wit h on e anothe r 
Such a  situatio n wa s th e consequenc e o f th e lac k o f Catholi c self -
appreciation o n th e part o f th e resident s o f Budapest . Amon g member s o f 
the municipa l counci l ther e wer e those who ha d becom e Catholi c b y con -
version. Thes e assiste d th e non-Christian , anti-churc h tren d Thi s wa s 
the situatio n whic h le d t o th e mora l decline , whic h expresse d itsel f full y 
in th e Communis t Revolution . 

This i s th e backgroun d o f th e self-organizatio n o f th e populatio n o f 
Budapest, o f it s tur n t o th e right,  an d o f it s takeove r o f th e municipalit y 
by means o f th e Urban Christia n part y Th e school s hav e recently bee n 
purged o f thei r destructiv e elements . Ma y th e priesthoo d remai n faithfu l 
to th e existin g regime ! Then w e shal l b e abl e t o si t quietl y an d securely , 
knowing tha t th e spiritua l lif e of Christia n Budapes t wil l continue flowin g 
through th e appropriat e channels ! 

The pres s repor t stresse s tha t " th e appearanc e o f Meszaro s befor e th e 
priesthood too k plac e wit h th e prio r knowledg e an d explici t agreemen t 
of th e Cardina l Archbishop." 1 7 7 Th e similarit y betwee n th e speeche s b y 
Wolf an d th e instructiv e word s o f th e bisho p ca n immediatel y b e seen . 

Wolf ofte n mad e us e o f reasonin g acceptabl e t o hi s audience . H e ofte n 
appealed t o thei r patrioti c emotion s an d t o thei r mora l obligatio n a s 
Christians. H e describe d thei r enemie s a s "internationalists " an d "anti -
Christian." Linkin g th e tw o topics—Christianit y an d nationality—wit h 
Christian Hungarians , whil e simultaneousl y linkin g anti-Christianit y an d 
internationalism wit h thei r opponent s o f " th e foreig n race, " i s a  sig n o f 
Wolf's sophistication . Hi s word s wer e picke d u p b y eage r ears , especiall y 
after th e event s o f 1919 . Th e cooperatio n betwee n th e Syno d o f Bishop s 
and Karol y Wol f laste d fo r years , an d the y continue d thei r suppor t o f 
his organization s eve n afte r hi s death . 
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Popular Antisemitism  of  the  Thirties 

Hungarian Jewr y experience d th e 1930 s i n th e shado w o f renewe d out -
breaks o f antisemitis m i n broa d populatio n sector s differin g fro m on e 
another i n thei r cultural , social , and economi c status . Their organization s 
aimed t o remov e th e Jew s fro m thei r mids t an d t o boycot t the m profes -
sionally, commercially , an d socially . 

Most o f th e antisemiti c organization s tha t spran g u p durin g th e 1930 s 
had a  commo n denominator : th e explici t desir e o f th e organizer s t o 
preserve th e Christia n characte r o f thei r organization , an d thei r at temp t 
to protec t thei r Christia n member s fro m thei r potentia l rivals , th e Jews . 
The followin g example s ma y rende r mor e tangibl e th e hostil e atmospher e 
prevalent i n Hungar y a t tha t tim e towar d th e Jews . 

The Nationa l Allianc e o f Hungaria n Doctor s sen t a  memorandu m t o 
the prim e ministe r i n th e nam e o f 3,50 0 Christia n physicians . I n thei r 
memorandum the y calle d hi s attentio n t o th e possibilit y that , 

as a  resul t o f th e Christia n policie s no w bein g implemente d i n Germany , 
various Jewish elements may be compelled to leave that country—includin g 
doctors—and thes e doctors ma y arriv e in Hungary. Thi s would mea n tha t 
the number o f doctor s woul d ris e to a  considerable degree , and a s a  resul t 
of th e additio n o f undesirabl e elements , th e medica l professio n ma y de -
teriorate Thu s th e Christia n doctor s reques t th e prime ministe r t o pre -
vent mos t energeticall y th e entranc e o f Jewis h doctor s fro m Germany . 
Similarly, th e prim e ministe r i s asked t o guarante e th e carefu l applicatio n 
of th e "numeru s clausus " law. 178 

Elections wer e hel d i n Budapes t fo r th e ba r association . Th e Christia n 
lawyers were no t satisfie d wit h th e results , and the y organize d a  Christia n 
Executive Committee , whic h appeale d t o thei r colleagues : 

The results of the elections do not reflect the general interests of the lawyers. 
. . . The Christia n Executiv e Committe e find s tha t th e Ba r Association , i n 
its presen t composition , i s no t abl e t o represen t effectivel y th e Nationa l 
Christian idea . Therefore , thos e Ba r Associatio n member s wh o wer e can -
didates o f Christia n lawye r organization s an d wer e als o electe d b y the m 
hereby resolv e tha t thei r representative s shal l leav e th e Ba r Associatio n 
immediately A n appropriat e messag e ha s bee n sen t t o al l Christia n 
lawyers.179 

Even a  windo w cleaner , a n employe e o f th e electricit y compan y i n th e 
town o f Miskolc , publishe d flier s i n whic h h e appeale d t o th e Christia n 
population: 

....

....



THE PREPARATOR Y YEAR S 57 

Please open your eyes , the eyes which hav e been blinde d b y ghetto dust , 
and see how the Jews plan to strike at your faith , a t your family, a t your 
nation, an d a t you r liberty . Now , afte r waitin g fo r tw o thousand years , 
we are about to enjoin Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified b y the Jews, 
who ha s com e t o destro y al l thei r Talmudi c works . No w tha t w e hav e 
reached that point, are you going to continue your dance about the golden 
calf? 

My brothers! My Hungarian brethren ! Please think! Wake up! Where 
is your thousand-year-ol d faith ? Sta y away fro m thos e whom even Jesus 
of Nazaret h scorned ; d o no t suppor t them , an d b e worth y o f bearin g 
honorably the title "Christian. " 

The window cleaner's flier goes on to call upon the Christian populac e 
to suppor t Christia n craftsme n exclusively : Christia n laborers , traders , 
lawyers, an d doctors. 180 

The Christian-nationalis t organizatio n Turu l ros e t o th e defens e o f 
Christian buildin g contractors . Th e leader s o f th e organizatio n ha d 
learned tha t th e constructio n o f th e universit y chape l i n th e tow n o f 
Debrecen ha d bee n entruste d t o a  Jewish contractor . Th e organizatio n 
lodged a n officia l protes t wit h th e ministe r o f religio n an d education , 
"expressing it s amazemen t a t th e fac t tha t th e constructio n ha d bee n 
entrusted t o a  foreig n contractor , o f th e Jewish race . Thi s fac t make s a 
mockery o f th e Christia n an d racia l concep t th e governmen t represents . 
. . . The Jewish contracto r mus t b e denie d thi s project , whic h shoul d b e 
entrusted t o a  Christia n o f th e Hungaria n race." 181 

The newspaper reportin g this refers als o to the closing down o f forty -
five differen t journal s under government decree. The newspaper expresse s 
its satisfactio n wit h th e closin g dow n itself , an d it s happines s a t th e 
government havin g liberate d th e Christia n publi c fro m th e harmfu l in -
fluence o f thes e journals : 

Christian society rejoices that after so many years the government is finally 
beginning to impose order, and it is good that this is being done forcefully . 
Some of these journals pursued a  racist, Jewish policy of incitement with 
bold, Hebre w impudenc e Wit h thei r closin g w e ar e alread y abl e t o 
believe that the time has come for Christian action, and that the government 
will indeed protect Christian society , in its institutionalized fashion , fro m 
the destructive activity of the racist left. l8z 

At the onset of the 1930s , the Christian studen t associations organize d 
riots tha t le d t o th e temporar y closin g o f th e universities . The y eve n 
published a  petition assertin g their demands , which was intended fo r th e 
government: 
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Christian friends! The struggle being waged by Christian youth for fourteen 
years for the supremacy of the Christian race obliges us to act in a common 
framework W e demand the application of the "numerus clausus" law 
in such a way as to ensure the relative number of all Christian students in 
each an d ever y facult y W e deman d carefu l scrutin y o f th e foreign , 
pushy, uninvited race.183 

Students a t th e Technica l Universit y o f Budapes t resolve d a t thei r 
convention tha t "i n th e classrooms , i n the laboratories , an d i n exercise s 
they would compe l the Jewish student s to concentrate in a 'ghetto.' They 
would allo w the m t o ente r th e university , bu t woul d ostraciz e the m 
absolutely."184 

The antisemiti c activit y tha t wen t o n i n th e institution s fo r highe r 
education i n Budapest had it s effect upo n universitie s outside the capital . 
Rioting, ostracizing , an d beatin g Jewis h student s sprea d quickl y t o th e 
universities i n the various provincia l towns. 185 The Christia n student s a t 
one university in such a town distributed a  manifesto i n which they stated 
that "th e leaders of the Christian studen t body have informed th e Jewish 
students tha t the y ha d bette r refrai n fo r th e presen t fro m continuin g t o 
frequent th e university... the Dean of Students has indeed suggested tha t 
they absen t themselve s fro m th e universit y fo r a  fe w days." 186 

The student struggl e won respectabl e patronage. The Union o f Awak -
ening Hungarian s too k the m unde r it s win g an d ensure d the m o f it s 
support. Th e governin g bod y o f thi s unio n debate d th e event s takin g 
place a t th e universitie s an d resolved , "Th e 'Unio n o f Awakenin g Hun -
garians' congratulate s th e student s fo r recen t event s an d ensure s th e 
students tha t i n th e future , too , i t wil l exten d t o the m ful l mora l an d 
material support." 187 

Five student organizations signed the petition of the Christian student s 
that wa s intende d fo r th e government . I t shoul d b e note d tha t fou r o f 
these were in some way connected with the church. The Catholic Studen t 
Alliance and Emerican a studen t organizatio n operate d withi n the frame -
work of a Catholic organization known as Actio Catholica.188 The names 
of tw o additiona l organization s indicate d thei r churc h connections : th e 
St. Imr e College s o f Bud a an d o f Pest. 189 

The Hungaria n civi l service ha d neve r gon e ou t o f it s way t o emplo y 
Jews, and for this it won the support of an illustrious religious personage. 
The hea d o f th e Reforme d churc h i n Hungary , Bisho p Ravasz , com -
plained of the procedures enabling a person belonging to a certain churc h 
to b e employe d b y th e civi l service , eve n whe n a  perso n belongin g t o 
another churc h wa s mor e suite d t o tha t position . Th e bisho p expresse d 
his wis h tha t i n th e future , employee s woul d b e engage d accordin g t o 

....
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their suitabilit y alone , whethe r the y wer e Catholic , Evangelical , o r Re -
formed. Ye t h e added , "O f course , thi s deman d o f min e doe s no t includ e 
people o f th e foreig n race." 1 9 0 

Ravasz's opinio n o f th e Jews foun d othe r mode s o f expressio n a s well : 
about si x month s befor e hi s commen t o n "peopl e o f th e foreig n race " 
he delivere d a  lectur e o n "Th e Connectio n betwee n th e Jewish Questio n 
and Reforme d Christianity. " I n thi s lectur e h e referre d picturesquel y t o 
Jews prayin g alongsid e th e Wailin g Wall : 

How excitin g i t i s to se e the Jews gatherin g alongsid e som e ston e wal l i n 
Jerusalem an d wailin g ther e som e praye r i n a  monotonou s voice : "Build , 
O Lord , you r hous e whic h i s in ruins" ! This i s a  lamen t ove r som e ruins . 
How muc h mor e sublim e tha n thi s Jewish approac h i s the exalte d Cros s 
of Golgotha , abov e and beyon d thei r tragedy! The Cross bathes in colore d 
lights, an d th e voic e o f Jesus , ou r Hig h Priest , call s t o u s i n hi s prayer : 
"Let u s b e united , jus t a s I  a m unite d wit h You , m y Fathe r wh o ar e i n 
Heaven."191 

Ravasz's Catholi c colleague , Bishop Glattfelder , expresse d hi s opinio n 
of th e Jewis h questio n i n hi s ow n style . A t a  Catholi c rall y i n 1936 , 
attended b y hundred s o f thousand s o f believers , h e spok e th e followin g 
words: 

The re d Bolshevi k Sata n seek s hi s pre y everywhere . Th e edge s o f th e fir -
mament hav e becom e re d throughou t th e world , an d blood y track s mar k 
the pat h o f th e Antichrist . Hungaria n Christia n village ! Do no t pu t you r 
faith i n th e mockin g emissarie s o f th e Re d tyrants , fo r the y hat e you r 
Christian belief , they env y yo u you r home , your fields,  you r children , an d 
even you r wife . An d you—villag e priest , teacher , magistrate , doctor , an d 
landowner—please d o no t abando n thos e o f you r rac e i n thei r hou r o f 
severe distress , i n th e hou r o f thi s terribl e crisis , fo r yo u bea r upo n you r 
shoulders heav y responsibilit y i n thi s tragic struggle bein g waged betwee n 
opposing worlds. 192 

Glattfelder's speec h contain s a  pla n fo r th e futur e a s well . Th e speec h 
was delivere d i n th e fourt h yea r o f Hitler' s rule , a t a  tim e whe n th e ver y 
last o f th e believer s wa s alread y awar e o f th e identit y o f th e tw o camp s 
standing o n opposit e side s o f th e barrie r i n wha t th e bisho p define d a s 
"the tragi c struggl e bein g wage d betwee n opposin g worlds . " Th e bisho p 
left n o roo m fo r doub t i n th e mind s o f hi s audienc e a s t o jus t where , i n 
his opinion , thei r plac e wa s i n tha t struggle . 

One finds a  similar stan d i n a  Catholic journa l tha t publishe d a n articl e 
entitled "Jewis h Contro l o f Hungaria n Economi c Life, " wher e th e write r 
urges hi s reader s t o ac t s o a s t o brin g abou t a  chang e i n th e situation : 
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Our very national survival and independence are endangered. The present 
situation is intolerable, it is unbearable, and we have no choice but to solve 
the proble m Th e protest s mad e b y Christia n societ y agains t Jewis h 
economic control and the Christian vetoing of Jewish trespassing are not 
merely empt y word s Th e ver y fac t tha t w e hav e t o ac t agains t th e 
prevalent situation is decisive proof tha t we are discussing the question of 
the survival of the Hungarian nation. 193 

The write r complain s tha t th e rol e playe d b y th e Jews i n Hungaria n 
economic affairs wa s greater than the Hungarian econom y required , an d 
caused Christia n Hungarian s harm . I n truth , th e Christian s ha d no t en -
gaged widely in commerce—for historica l reasons embedded in the social 
understanding o f th e middl e class . Until Worl d Wa r I  engaging i n com -
mercial activit y wa s considere d dishonorabl e b y variou s socia l strata , 
who preferre d t o wor k i n th e civi l service , includin g th e arme d forces . 
When Hungar y wa s dismembere d th e requirement s o f th e civi l servic e 
were greatl y reduced , an d man y foun d themselve s unemployed . Som e 
considered engagin g i n commerce , bu t the y foun d th e field  largel y oc -
cupied b y Jews . Thei r nee d t o ente r int o th e field  le d the m t o organiz e 
in orde r t o mak e i t easie r fo r Christia n group s t o tak e par t i n an d tak e 
control of commercial life . The churches supported thi s organization an d 
encouraged it . 

And so , at th e onse t o f th e 1920s , the Baros s Szovetse g (Society ) wa s 
born. The aim of the organization wa s "to increas e a s far a s possible th e 
number o f independen t Christia n craftsme n an d merchant s i n Hun -
gary."194 Baros s Szovetseg set itself th e goal o f undercutting Jewish mer -
chants and replacing them with Christian merchants in every commercia l 
field, bot h withi n Hungar y an d betwee n Hungar y an d othe r countries . 

Some tim e afte r i t wa s founded , i n 1924 , th e organizatio n appeale d 
to th e Syno d o f Catholi c Bishop s "an d requeste d it s suppor t fo r th e 
Christian merchant s an d craftsmen . Th e organizatio n als o aske d th e 
Synod o f Bishop s t o assis t i n convincin g th e Christia n populac e o f it s 
economic significance , thu s grantin g th e organizatio n mora l support. " 
The bishops agreed to the request, and decreed that "the Synod of Bishops 
views thi s movemen t positively." 195 

The encouragemen t b y th e Syno d o f Bishop s fulfille d it s aim , an d 
respected public figures did indeed support the organization and its goals. 
Among it s supporter s ther e wer e priests , eve n high-rankin g ones . Th e 
organization, fo r it s part , expresse d fro m tim e t o tim e it s appreciatio n 
for it s leading supporters , an d awarde d the m th e Baros s Chain . Amon g 
those who received the chain were the antisemitic leader, Karoly Wolf,196 

Cardinal Seredi , an d Premie r Kalma n Daranyi. 197 A t th e ceremonia l 

....
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awarding o f th e Baros s Golde n Chai n t o th e cardina l an d th e prim e 
minister, th e chairma n o f th e organizatio n said , "Voice s o f protes t ar e 
coming at present from th e orthodox liberals . They are protesting agains t 
the 'Baross ' organization' s energeti c activit y i n exports an d i n supplyin g 
public institutions . Thes e voice s ar e merel y th e roarin g o f aggressiv e 
beasts o f pre y no w afrai d o f losin g thei r pre y W e ar e no t a  nomadi c 
mob that replaces its homeland i n accordance with it s needs and exploit s 
for it s ow n benefi t th e prosperit y an d economi c surfei t i n on e countr y 
or i n another. " 

At the same ceremony the minister of commerce and industry delivere d 
a speec h i n whic h h e laude d "th e visio n o f Bisho p Ottoka r Prohaszk a 
regarding th e rol e o f Christianit y i n th e future . Prohaszka' s figure  an d 
vision hove r constantl y befor e th e eye s o f th e government. " Th e natur e 
of Prohaszka' s visio n an d figure  wa s commo n knowledge . Th e speec h 
delivered b y Prime Minister Darany i a t that ceremon y include d a  hint of 
what wa s t o come : " I emphasiz e tha t th e governmen t wil l d o whateve r 
it ca n t o furthe r thos e ver y idea s represente d b y 'Baross. ' Governmen t 
activity wil l lea d t o a  situatio n wher e i n Hungar y ther e wil l b e a s larg e 
a number as possible of Christian craftsmen an d Christian merchants." 198 

A year late r Darany i an d hi s governmen t prepare d an d presente d t o 
the Hungaria n legislatur e th e first  anti-Jewis h bill . 

Bishop Ravasz, head of the Reformed church , was present at that same 
ceremony, togethe r wit h Cardina l Seredi . The presenc e o f th e leader s o f 
the tw o grea t churche s i n Hungary 1" accorde d additiona l weigh t t o th e 
speech mad e b y th e prim e minister—th e speec h i n whic h h e lai d dow n 
the guideline s fo r hi s government' s futur e policy . Th e fac t tha t th e car -
dinal shared the Baross organization's antisemitic platform with the prime 
minister i n th e receip t o f a n awar d testifie s t o hi s suppor t bot h o f th e 
organization an d o f th e prim e minister' s speech . 

The bisho p o f Csana d appeare d a t a  nationa l rall y o f th e Baros s 
organization an d said , 

For the last hundred years the slogan of freedom ha s served to camouflage 
unrestricted lootin g in our countr y Th e looted masse s must wake up, 
they must become aware of the unlimited possibilitie s mad e available by 
the use of th e power o f th e general public . Vast economic opportunitie s 
may open up before th e Christian masses , on condition tha t these masses 
cease thei r subservien t behavior , whic h bear s witnes s t o thei r self -
deprecation befor e peopl e of a  foreign rac e Thi s is a clear Hungaria n 
Christian program, crystal clear and unambiguous.100 

In additio n t o th e organization s an d association s note d above , th e 
Actio Catholica wa s active in Hungary fro m 193 2 on. This organizatio n 

....
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was differen t fro m th e othe r organization s mainl y i n tha t th e Syno d o f 
Bishops founded i t in accordance with th e recommendation o f the pope ; 
that is , it was the direc t creatio n o f th e Catholi c church.* 01 When i t firs t 
appeared, th e organizatio n ha d a  positive effect . It s rol e was define d b y 
its leader s i n Hungar y a s follows : 

The Actio Catholica will be the institution which knows everything, directs 
everything, represents the Catholics but does not cause harm and does no 
damage to bodies whose aims are honest and decent , and i t will suppor t 
whoever i s worthy o f support . The existing [Catholic ] organizations wil l 
focus on the framework o f the Actio Catholica whil e preserving the par-
ticular nature of each organization, its field of activity, and its aims.ioz 

Actio Catholic a viewe d itsel f a s a  nonpart y organization , heade d b y 
Cardinal Seredi . Th e organization' s counci l wa s mad e u p o f th e repre -
sentatives of twenty Catholic bodies representing the entire Catholic pop-
ulation o f Hungary , whereas the day-by-day leadershi p was in the hand s 
of know n Catholi c publi c figures. 103 

From th e ver y inceptio n o f th e organizatio n it s leader s stresse d th e 
importance o f cooperatio n betwee n thei r organizatio n an d th e stat e au -
thorities. A t th e organization' s foundin g convention , Cardina l Sered i 
spoke ou t o n thi s topic : 

The more energetic and comprehensive the activities of the Catholic church, 
the more useful the y will be to the state Behold , your eyes perceive— 
and this very convention proves—to what degree both the state and Actio 
Catholica striv e to express by means of thei r representative s a t thi s con-
vention that very same internal harmony which prevails between them, for 
the benefit o f their citizens and their believers. 

Another speake r a t th e sam e convention , th e pries t Bel a Bangha , 
claimed tha t th e concep t o f Acti o Catholic a ha d existe d eve r sinc e th e 
inception o f Catholicism , an d a s proo f o f thi s "h e pointe d ou t man y 
historical example s o f the close cooperation betwee n th e church an d th e 
secular authoritie s i n the fields o f culture , economics, society , and socia l 
work and—i n th e Middl e Ages—eve n i n th e militar y field."* 04 

This Catholi c organization , however , fitte d itsel f int o th e antisemiti c 
atmosphere tha t prevaile d i n Hungary , an d eve n contribute d t o it s 
advancement. 

An officia l publicatio n o f th e National Leadershi p o f Acti o Catholic a 
dealing wit h th e subjec t o f th e libera l pres s wrote : 

Certain newspaper s ar e proving great experts in covering up subjects th e 
publication of which may prove to be of use to the Catholic populace 

....

....



THE PREPARATOR Y YEAR S 63 

If i t happen s tha t th e rabb i o f th e Dohan y Stree t Synagogu e [th e centra l 
synagogue of the Jewish communit y o f Budapest ] voices in his patter som e 
confused "philosophy, " those newspapers devote entire pages to the "won -
derful sermo n b y th e Chie f Rabb i o f th e poeti c soul. " Ye t i f th e Cardina l 
of Hungar y deliver s th e mos t brillian t o f speeches , thos e paper s ignor e i t 
completely Fo r the existence of such a  situation we have only ourselve s 
to blame . Le t u s unit e an d remov e th e handl e fro m th e hatchet ! Le t n o 
one giv e mone y t o thos e o f th e foreig n race . Le t u s rea d onl y Catholi c 
newspapers an d the n th e hatche t wil l remai n withou t it s handle. 105 

At a  certai n nationa l Catholi c conventio n th e participant s include d 
government ministers , th e Syno d o f Bishop s heade d b y th e cardinal , an d 
many othe r notable s fro m bot h governmen t an d churc h circles . On e o f 
the speaker s a t th e conventio n wa s th e deput y chairma n o f th e Acti o 
Catholica, Karol y Huszar , wh o serve d a s prime ministe r during the perio d 
of th e Whit e Terror . H e spok e abou t "Christianit y an d Socia l Justice. " 
Among othe r thing s h e said , "I f w e d o no t reorganiz e t o defen d ou r faith , 
the dange r o f annihilatio n wil l threate n Christianity . Thu s w e nee d t o 
base ou r societ y upo n Christia n viewpoints . I t i s no t enoug h t o remov e 
the Jews from economi c positions o f power. We are obligated to introduc e 
a tru e Christia n spiri t an d Christia n moralit y a s wel l int o eac h fiel d o f 
our l ives." i o 6 

A newspape r articl e deal t wit h th e topic , "I s Antisemitis m Oppose d 
to Catholicism? " Th e write r o f th e articl e claime d tha t h e wa s a n activ e 
member o f Acti o Catholica , an d b y virtue o f hi s role there h e often visite d 
the branc h office s o f th e organizatio n throughou t Hungary . A s h e pu t 
it, th e opinio n expresse d i n hi s articl e reflecte d loyall y th e opinio n o f th e 
organization an d mos t o f it s members . 

And thu s h e wrote : 

Is th e defens e o f th e Hungaria n rac e oppose d t o Christianity , an d doe s 
Antisemitism contradic t Catholicism ? No t a t all ! Ever sinc e th e inceptio n 
of Christianity, a struggle with no compromise has been waged unceasingl y 
between th e church an d Judaism. Ou r Lor d Jesus began thi s struggl e o n a 
practical leve l whe n h e drov e ou t a t whip' s en d th e moneychanger s fro m 
the Temple/ 07 

He als o fough t the m verbally , wit h stron g language : 

"Satan i s your progenitor , an d yo u desir e t o execut e hi s will . You d o no t 
believe m e becaus e I  speak th e truth " (Joh n 8:42-45) . Eve r sinc e th e en d 
of th e persecutio n o f th e Christians—whic h too k plac e a t th e instigatio n 
of th e Jews—and sinc e Constantin e th e Grea t becam e rule r o f th e Roma n 
Empire, an d th e persecute d Christian s wer e abl e t o com e ou t o f th e Cat -

....
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acombs, the popes an d church councils , year afte r year , generation afte r 
generation, have engaged in legislating laws to limit the rights of the Jews 
and to issue decrees aimed at achieving this goal.zo8 

The write r list s man y o f thes e law s an d decrees , suc h a s prohibitin g 
Jews fro m employin g Christians , prohibiting Jews fro m performin g cer -
tain service s fo r Christians , forbiddin g Jew s t o liv e together wit h Chris -
tians, obligatin g th e Jews t o wea r a  yellow patc h an d variou s garment s 
to identif y them , an d s o on . H e concludes , "N o on e ha s eve r cancele d 
these papa l edict s an d churc h laws . And s o they ar e al l valid i n ou r da y 
as well."209 It should be noted tha t this newspaper articl e appeared whil e 
the secon d anti-Jewis h bil l wa s bein g debate d i n Parliament , an d th e 
encouragement include d i n i t fo r th e legislator s i s al l to o evident . 

At a  summe r universit y o f th e Catholi c church , hel d i n Esztergo m i n 
1937, the nationa l directo r o f Acti o Catholica , th e pries t Zsigmon d Mi -
halovics, who wa s als o a  member o f th e Upper House , participated . H e 
spoke of th e nature o f hi s organization an d it s significance, saying , "Th e 
Actio Catholic a i s th e mos t importan t contemporar y Christia n move -
ment, adjustin g itsel f t o th e spiri t o f th e time s an d workin g fo r Chris -
tianity i n accordanc e wit h th e need s o f thi s spirit." 210 

Awareness o f th e usag e o f th e contemporar y vernacular , a s wil l b e 
demonstrated below , explain s th e concep t o f "th e spiri t o f th e times. " 
In a newspaper article that appeared just before the holding of the summer 
university, ther e appeare d th e following : 

The liberal-democratic-Jewish regim e which ruled Hungary unti l recentl y 
is the source of all the troubles in our land, but the wonderful, triumphan t 
"spirit o f th e times" is the dynamic forc e o f th e National-Socialist idea . 
Only nationality, born and bred in the concept of Hungarianism and Chris-
tianity, can serve as a basis upon which to build our national Hungaria n 
future/11 

On anothe r occasion , th e pries t Mihalovic s spok e befor e th e counci l o f 
the Centra l Catholi c Circl e abou t "Th e Importanc e o f Catholi c Circle s 
in Changin g Times. " In  hi s speec h Mihalovic s laude d th e leadin g rol e 
played b y th e Catholic s i n thei r struggl e agains t th e danger s tha t wer e 
threatening Catholic s an d Hungary : 

They blinde d th e eyes of th e masses by describing the advantages o f th e 
liberal state . This picture , hoverin g i n fron t o f thei r eyes , was merel y a 
mirage. After th e numerous forces of the Jewish Freemasons took contro l 
of our economic lives, they were about to take control of our spiritual lives 
as well. The Catholics were the first to perceive—out of this heavy spiritual 
unconsciousness—this terribl e danger . Th e tim e whic h ha s passe d sinc e 
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then ha s justifie d th e stan d take n b y th e Catholic s a s wel l a s thei r 
ambitions.21 a 

While the period of anti-Jewish legislation was underway, the bishops, 
at on e o f thei r conventions , deal t with al l aspect s o f th e desire d attitud e 
of th e Catholi c churc h towar d thi s legislation . The y wer e afrai d o f th e 
legislation harmin g convert s t o Christianit y an d o f th e government' s 
position o n racia l questions . Th e bishop s resolve d t o mak e us e o f th e 
services o f th e Acti o Catholic a t o brin g thei r view s befor e th e genera l 
public, and decide d "tha t th e standpoin t o f th e church o n thi s issu e wil l 
be clarifie d a t rallie s o f th e Acti o Catholica." iI3 I n ligh t o f th e organi -
zation's antisemiti c stand , i t i s no wonder tha t it s members rendere d th e 
bishop's stric t standpoin t eve n stricte r b y thei r interpretation . 

As alread y noted , Acti o Catholic a wa s founde d a t th e instigatio n o f 
the pope, and was not uniquely Hungarian. A similar organization existe d 
in Germany , an d no t surprisingl y i t supported Hitle r consistently . Whe n 
Hitler announce d tha t German y wa s leavin g th e Leagu e o f Nations , h e 
received man y congratulator y telegrams , includin g on e fro m th e Acti o 
Catholica, whic h announce d it s unanimou s suppor t o f him. 214 

In summary , th e antisemiti c outburst s o f th e 1930 s placed th e Jewish 
population i n oppositio n t o variou s sector s tha t strov e t o bloc k thei r 
advancement. Suc h organizations a s Actio Catholica , which gre w up ou t 
of the church an d ou t o f Baross , which favore d them , did no t contribut e 
to genera l calm . I n th e 1930s , the Jews o f Hungar y foun d themselve s i n 
a situatio n tha t tende d t o remin d the m o f tha t o f thei r ancestor s i n th e 
Middle Ages : th e possibilit y o f thei r employmen t i n variou s fields  wa s 
limited, whil e thei r Christia n coworker s labore d t o pu t a n en d t o thei r 
livelihoods an d t o driv e the m ou t o f society . 

Cross Movements  and  the  Arrow-Cross  Party 
The leader s o f mos t o f th e antisemiti c movement s i n Hungar y wen t ou t 
of thei r wa y t o poin t ou t th e Christia n natur e o f thei r movements , fo r 
they realize d tha t i n thi s wa y the y woul d sti r u p interes t i n joinin g o n 
the part of the general public. As early as the end of the nineteenth centur y 
the People's party stressed its Catholic nature, and the consumers' union s 
that wer e founde d b y i t stressed thei r aim : t o protec t th e Christia n pop -
ulation fro m Jewis h exploitation . Karol y Wolf' s antisemiti c party , too , 
in its various stages of development , was consistent i n including the ter m 
"Christian" i n it s various names . 

After Worl d Wa r I  th e cros s itsel f foun d it s wa y int o us e b y th e 
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antisemitic parties , wh o adde d i t t o th e expressio n "Christian " alread y 
in thei r names , in thei r logos , or i n both . This Christia n symbo l becam e 
a visua l ai d i n th e antisemiti c struggle . 

We have already mentioned the Blood Alliance of the Double Cross,215 

which was the military wing of one of the murderous organizations activ e 
during th e Whit e Terro r period . Thereafte r ther e appeare d additiona l 
cross movements . Fro m 192 9 th e Cros s Scythe , heade d b y Zolta n Bo -
szormenyi, wa s activ e i n Hungary . It s leade r me t wit h Hitle r i n 1931 , 
and the movement was the first significant national-socialis t organizatio n 
in Hungary. I n the framework o f thi s movement paramilitar y unit s wer e 
organized, calle d "Stor m Troopers. " 

In March 193 5 Boszormeny i publishe d th e "Te n Commandments, " a 
guide fo r th e member s o f hi s part y i n genera l an d th e Stor m Trooper s 
in particular . Thei r obligation s wer e describe d a s follows : 

A member o f th e Storm Troopers i s the gardener causing the Hungaria n 
race to blossom, he is the scythe bringing death and oblivion to the criminal 
Jews and thei r adjunct s H e also sounds the knell of death i n the ears 
of those who would undermine our country' s internal security and in the 
ears of those who would oppress the Hungarians, of the violators of law 
and order, of the usurers—the Jewish-Red-Bolshevik propagandists. 116 

In th e mid-i930 s th e Blu e Cros s movemen t wa s activ e i n Hungary . 
This organizatio n wa s founde d i n orde r t o fight  Bolshevism , bu t it s ac -
tivities were mainly loud, antisemitic demonstrations and violence against 
the Jews i n th e cit y streets , especiall y i n Budapest/ 17 

In th e sprin g o f 193 8 a  mas s internationa l Catholi c conventio n wa s 
held i n Budapest , th e Eucharisti c Convention. 218 T o mar k th e even t th e 
Christian organizatio n o f merchant s an d craftsmen , Baross , recom -
mended tha t fo r th e duratio n o f th e conventio n th e member s o f th e 
organization pu t crosse s i n th e window s o f thei r store s an d businesses . 
A Jewish weekl y reacted : 

The organizatio n ha s alread y give n u p th e ide a tha t a t th e en d o f th e 
convention the signs with the crosses be removed from th e windows. It is 
clear that thi s is the introduction o f intolerance into commercial life , the 
intolerance we encounter in various aspects of our public lives. With regard 
to the Cross Enterprise of the Baross organization, we must note that we 
respect th e cros s greatl y a s a  religiou s symbol , bu t w e fee l th e us e of a 
religious symbo l fo r commercia l propagand a doe s not ad d t o it s honor . 
. . . In our view, the cross—copied from church towers to store windows— 
is not in a place which gives due honor to its status.119 

....
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The Christia n Hungaria n populatio n di d no t shar e the opinion o f th e 
Jewish weekly . Durin g tha t perio d man y joine d th e mos t extremel y an -
tisemitic Hungaria n cros s movement , th e Arrow-Cros s party , t o b e dis -
cussed below . 

At tha t tim e antisemiti c movement s bearin g th e cros s i n thei r name s 
and thei r symbol s wer e activ e i n othe r Europea n countrie s a s well : th e 
Cross o f Fir e i n France , th e Iro n Cros s i n Rumania , th e Thunde r Cros s 
in Latvia—i n additio n t o th e K u Klu x Klan' s fiery  cros s i n th e Unite d 
States."0 

Rumors o f thes e cross movements reache d Hungary , an d s o member s 
of th e Hungaria n cros s movement s viewe d themselve s a s active partner s 
in a n all-Europea n movement , base d upo n Christia n foundation s an d 
coming t o shap e a  renewe d Europ e i n th e spiri t o f Christianity . In  th e 
background o f al l thes e cros s movement s ther e stoo d th e symbo l o f 
the centra l cros s o f th e era—the swastika . A  considerable portio n o f th e 
media i n Hungar y describe d th e swastik a a s a  symbo l o f th e force s de -
fending European Christian culture , struggling bravely against the danger 
of Re d expansio n fro m th e eas t an d agains t th e Bolshevik-Jewis h Welt-
anschauung. I t serve d a s a  sourc e o f inspiratio n fo r th e variou s cros s 
movements, includin g th e Arrow-Cros s party . 

The leade r o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y wa s Feren c Szalasi . Th e part y 
was founde d i n 193 5 fro m th e unio n o f som e si x extrem e antisemiti c 
movements, organizations , an d parties , includin g th e remain s o f Bo -
szormenyi's Cross-Scythe , whic h wa s lef t leaderles s afte r h e fle d t o Ger -
many in early 19 3 8.221 Furthermore, a group of members of the Nationa l 
Christian part y joine d th e Arrow-Cros s part y afte r th e deat h o f thei r 
leader, Karol y Wolf . Th e leade r o f thi s faction , Andra s Csillery, 222 an -
nounced, "W e mus t absor b th e successfu l idea s prevalen t beyon d ou r 
borders tha t hav e registere d appreciabl e achievement s there . I  refer her e 
to the idea of Hitlerism." 223 Anothe r bod y to join the Arrow-Cross part y 
was th e Blu e Cross. 224 

For a  numbe r o f year s th e part y operate d unde r variou s names , suc h 
as th e Wis h o f th e Natio n party , th e Hungaria n Socialis t party , th e 
Hungarianism Movement , th e Nationa l Socialis t Movement , an d s o on . 
From Marc h 193 9 i t was calle d th e Arrow-Cros s party. 225 

According t o th e Arrow-Cros s part y regulations , 
Hungarianism believe s in God an d believe s in Jesus W e are aware of 
the existence of constructiv e factor s an d destructiv e factors . Jewry is not 
a nation , bu t rathe r a  race , and i s unable to put ou t root s i n the soi l of 
the homeland—it is destructive Ther e is no way to resolve our struggle 

....

....
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against the old-fashioned capitalisti c system without first solving the Jewish 
question. 

Of th e Hungaria n initiativ e i n the fina l solutio n o f th e Jewish problem , 
the regulation s say : 

It i s a  fac t tha t th e effort s w e mad e i n 1920-193 9 t o solv e th e Jewis h 
problem lef t ou r countr y i n dange r o f a n economi c collapse . Durin g tha t 
period th e effort s mad e b y th e Je w t o tak e contro l o f th e entir e worl d 
reached thei r climax . I n Russia , Jewis h totalitarianis m mad e us e o f th e 
Communists t o suppres s th e nationa l wa r o f liberatio n o f th e Russia n 
people. Simila r effort s wer e mad e i n othe r Europea n countrie s a s well . 
Under suc h condition s w e were unable t o solv e the Jewish problem alone . 
But i t i s a  fac t tha t th e activitie s carrie d ou t durin g tha t perio d b y th e 
Hungarian natio n an d th e Hungaria n rac e wer e a n openin g ste p towar d 
the solutio n o f th e problem , a  ste p whic h b y virtue o f bein g a  pioneerin g 
step, was o f historica l significance . 

Of th e mora l foundation s o f Hungarianis m th e regulation s say : 

Our nationa l awarenes s support s th e carrying ou t o f ou r task s i n a  mora l 
manner an d b y bestowin g respec t o n eac h an d ever y man . W e hav e ab -
sorbed this awareness from th e truths of Jesus of Nazareth. The Hungaria n 
National-Socialistic State will act so as to realize the most important value s 
of th e Christia n fait h i n th e live s o f th e Hungaria n nation—al l b y mean s 
of a  sens e o f lov e fo r th e churc h an d th e readines s t o sacrific e onesel f fo r 
national unity . True an d dee p fait h i n God an d i n Jesus of Nazareth lead s 
to a  pur e lov e o f th e natio n an d o f th e homeland , an d vic e versa : a  pur e 
love o f natio n an d homelan d lead s t o a  dee p realizatio n o f Go d an d o f 
Jesus of Nazareth. Hungarian National-Socialism canno t be separated fro m 
the Jesus movements . 

The aggressive , practica l applicatio n o f worl d orde r base d o n Jewis h 
morality i s Communism , wherea s th e practica l applicatio n o f th e mora l 
world base d o n th e doctrine s o f Christia n Jesu s i s Hungaria n Nationa l 
Socialism, whic h i s expressed i n "Hungarianism."" 6 

With th e assistanc e o f th e Germans , th e part y leade r Szalas i depose d 
Horthy o n Octobe r 15 , 1944 , an d o n th e followin g da y too k powe r an d 
imposed a  reig n o f terro r upo n th e capital . Durin g th e month s o f hi s rul e 
many thousand s o f Jew s wer e murdered . Afte r th e wa r h e wa s execute d 
as a  wa r criminal . Thi s chapte r doe s no t dea l wit h th e perio d o f hi s rule , 
but touche s o n hi s views , a s expresse d i n th e regulation s o f hi s part y an d 
his ow n utterances . Th e suppor t o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y offere d b y 
some o f th e priest s mus t b e studie d carefull y i n ligh t o f Szalasi' s 
utterances. 
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A U.S . army intelligenc e office r i n charg e o f th e initia l interrogatio n 
of th e Hungaria n wa r criminal s afte r thei r apprehensio n say s o f Szalasi , 
"In hi s wa y h e wa s a  religiou s man . H e constantl y requeste d tha t w e 
send hi m a  priest."" 7 

While awaiting tria l Szalas i was interviewed b y a  psychoanalyst, wh o 
described hi s conversatio n wit h Szalas i o n th e questio n o f hi s religiou s 
views an d th e influenc e o f thes e view s upo n hi s politica l path : 

"I am a Catholic. I imbibed, together with my mother's milk, the value 
of a  belie f i n Go d an d m y belie f i n hi m Onl y th e ful l confluenc e o f 
Socialism, Nationalism, and the doctrines of Jesus Christ can guarantee a 
happy Hungarian future. " 

"Is this mixture represented b y Hungarianism?" 
"Yes." 
"Does it include all of Jesus' doctrines, such as loving one's neighbor?" 
"Yes." 
"In ou r las t conversatio n yo u sai d tha t yo u believ e i n God . Ar e you 

also a religious man?" 
"Yes." 
"Can you sum up in a single sentence the goal of 'Hungarianism'? " 
"Hungarianism is a combination of the doctrines of Jesus the Nazarene, 

Socialism, and Nationalism. " 
"Do yo u accep t th e Te n Commandment s a s a  basi s fo r you r mora l 

outlook?" 
"Certainly. In full. " 
"Do yo u accep t th e Christia n assumptio n tha t on e must no t wish hi s 

neighbor tha t which he himself detests? " 
"In the positive Christian sense, that is, You should do for your neighbor 

whatever is good for you , too." 
"Does this include the concept of 'loving one's neighbor as oneself?" 
"Certainly." 
"Are you convinced that in your feelings and your deeds you have always 

served the spirit of Christian outlooks?" 
"Certainly.""8 

This conversatio n too k plac e afte r th e war . Almos t te n year s passe d 
between th e tim e th e Arrow-Cros s part y platfor m wa s compose d an d 
Szalasi's conversatio n wit h th e psychoanalyst . I t woul d see m tha t hi s 
religious outlook remained stable during this period. The Jewish questio n 
dealt wit h i n th e part y regulation s di d no t com e u p i n hi s conversatio n 
with th e psychoanalyst , bu t wa s mentione d a t hi s trial . The followin g i s 
an excerpt from th e dialogue between the president of the panel of judges 
and Szalasi . 

....
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Szalasi: The carryin g ou t o f th e idea s o f socialis m an d nationalis m fit s 
in wit h Jesus ' doctrine s Eve r sinc e I  have existe d i n thi s worl d I  hav e 
lived accordin g t o hi s doctrines . 

President: Wha t woul d Jesus hav e sai d o f you r racia l doctrines ? 
Szalasi: Racia l purificatio n doe s no t contradic t Jesus ' doctrines . 
President: Jesus ' doctrine s wer e morall y base d upo n th e principl e o f 

loving one' s neighbor . 
Szalasi: Lovin g one' s neighbo r relate s onl y t o a  perso n wh o behave s 

like a  neighbor , an d no t t o a  perso n wh o i s unwillin g t o assum e th e ob -
ligations o f a  neighbor . 

President: I n accordanc e wit h you r racis t outlook , yo u i n on e o f you r 
speeches onc e referre d t o a  clai m mad e b y a  membe r o f you r part y wh o 
said tha t ther e exis t man y decen t Jews . You r repl y was : "I f a  housewif e 
cleaning he r hous e discover s a  larg e numbe r o f flea s sh e doesn' t classif y 
them o r distinguis h betwee n thos e whic h ha d alread y stun g an d sucke d 
blood an d thos e whic h ha d no t ye t manage d t o d o so . Sh e crushe s the m 
all. This i s true o f th e Jews. There ar e decen t Jews an d ther e ar e indecen t 
Jews. Jus t a s eac h an d ever y fle a ca n b e expecte d t o stin g an d t o suc k 
blood, so each and every decent Jew is to be expected to commit an indecen t 
act." 

Szalasi: Solving the Jewish questio n wa s one component o f th e aim s of 
"Hungarianism.""9 

At it s inceptio n th e arrow-cros s wa s know n a s th e anchor-cross , an d 
the us e o f th e symbo l wa s initiall y quit e hesitant . Fo r example , th e grow -
ers o f onion s i n th e tow n o f M a k o wer e no t satisfie d wit h th e pric e the y 
received fo r thei r crop . Th e fac t tha t som e o f th e onio n grower s wer e 
Jewish le d to antisemitic outbursts, including the inscription o f antisemiti c 
remarks o n th e wall s o f Jewish homes . O n th e wall s o f thei r home s ther e 
also appeare d a  ne w symbol : a  cros s wit h arrowhead s adde d t o it s fou r 
extremities. A  newspape r ite m relates , 

On occasion we encounter swastikas , too, but in most cases we see anchor-
crosses draw n o n th e wall s o f Jewis h homes . Member s i n Mak o relat e 
that i n th e adjacen t provinc e ther e ar e tw o thousan d member s organize d 
in th e Cros s Scyth e movement , an d i t canno t b e denie d tha t a  ver y larg e 
number favo r the m Thei r leader approached m e with a  declaration tha t 
their foundation s ar e firml y base d o n a  Christia n outlook , an d tha t thei r 
only ambitio n i s t o b e abl e t o struggl e fo r Hungaria n racia l nationa l 
interests/30 

What wa s sai d i n M a k o reflecte d th e policie s o f th e leader s o f th e 
Arrow-Cross party . A  poste r invitin g th e publi c t o a  meetin g wit h 
Szalasi i n a  tow n nearb y Budapes t appeale d t o "al l Christia n Hungarian s 
whose emotion s ar e dedicate d t o thei r natio n an d thei r race."* 31 Th e 

....
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tone bindin g th e idea s o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y wit h it s members ' 
Christianity prevaile d a t part y rallies . Fo r instance , unde r th e headin g 
"Tens o f Thousand s Demonstrate d i n Favo r o f Arrow-Cros s Ideas, " a 
newspaper ite m report s tha t a  part y activis t declare d i n hi s speec h tha t 
"the strengt h o f Nationa l Socialis m i s anchore d i n religiou s fait h 
Our ide a wil l triumph , i t mus t triumph , fo r God' s wil l i s fo r i t t o 
triumph."*3* 

In a n articl e publishe d i n a  pape r definin g itsel f a s "a n independen t 
Christian-National political paper," a Catholic priest went into very great 
detail concernin g hi s approac h t o "th e ne w movement. " Th e write r o f 
the articl e appeal s emotionall y t o hi s priestl y colleagues , especiall y t o 
those servin g i n th e countryside : 

A ne w er a lie s befor e us , whic h wil l b e differen t fro m tha t o f hereti c 
liberalism, which laid upon the table the interests of a  foreign rac e which 
attempted t o drow n u s al l an d t o bloc k ou r reviva l Thi s ne w move-
ment ca n b e strengthened onl y on th e basi s o f th e doctrine s o f Jesus of 
Nazareth, as made clear by the leader of the political left, who is loved by 
all: Laszlo Endre/ 33 We must carefull y continu e t o respec t th e historica l 
churches. 

Our Lor d Jesus taught u s the elements o f love ; we must even forgiv e 
our enemy. But when we are discussing an ambition to take control of the 
world b y people o f th e rac e that , beginnin g wit h th e crucifixio n o f ou r 
Lord Jesus of Nazareth, can be met wherever there are revolutions, wher-
ever the peace and quie t of entir e nations i s violated, wherever ther e is a 
violation of basic ethics, we do not have to hide behind the idea of Christian 
love... let us not b e led astray b y the Jewish press . Let us not com e ou t 
in support of the Jews, but rather protect our own Hungarian race. Let us 
grant guidanc e t o th e frustrate d Arrow-Cros s ma n an d watc h ho w th e 
people of your own villages love you more! See how thankful th e villagers 
are toward you ! I have discussed thi s subjec t wit h man y of ou r leading , 
experienced clerica l colleagues , and the fact i s that thi s approach o f our s 
achieves good results/34 

During on e o f th e event s o f th e Eucharisti c Conventio n i n th e sprin g 
of 1938 , priest s an d priests-in-trainin g marche d i n a  bod y unde r th e 
banners o f th e church . A s the y passe d th e buildin g housin g th e centra l 
committee o f th e Arrow-Cros s party , know n b y a  nam e mad e u p o f it s 
address, "Andrassy U t 60," the priests dipped thei r flag s an d salute d th e 
building, it s inhabitants , an d th e viewpoint s the y espoused/ 35 

The suppor t fo r th e Arrow-Cross movemen t wa s not restricte d t o th e 
lower-class clergy , a s indicated b y the unambiguou s statemen t mad e b y 
one of th e bishops o f th e Catholi c church , Jozsef Gros z o f Szombathely . 
Here ar e extract s fro m hi s speeche s a s quote d i n th e media : 

....

....

....
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Our ambitio n i s for th e younger generatio n t o be a generation o f believer s 
and no t on e o f heretics . This generatio n wil l swea r i n th e nam e o f Jesus ' 
Cross, wil l b e guide d b y th e sta r o f Bethlehe m an d no t b y th e Re d Sta r 
of th e Soviet s I  hav e n o claim s agains t Arrow-Cross , no r agains t na -
tional-socialism, a s lon g a s the y d o no t figh t agains t Jesu s th e Nazaren e 
and hi s Gospels . I  a m no t bothere d i f the y gree t eac h othe r wit h th e 
salutation "Courage! " ["Courage " wa s th e greetin g use d b y Hungaria n 
antisemitic groups . Th e greetin g wa s sai d wit h a  raised-ar m salute , lik e 
"Heil Hitler." ] Alongside the cross there is room fo r a n arrow, and as long 
as the Arrow-Cros s member s g o to churc h an d pra y t o Jesus, we hav e n o 
complaints agains t them , an d w e ar e no t fighting  them/ 36 

The write r o f th e editorial , quotin g th e bishop' s words , adds : 

The fac t tha t hi s Holiness , Bisho p Jozsef Grosz , defende d ou r movement , 
the Hungaria n National-Socialis t Movement , openl y an d unambiguously , 
fills us with grea t satisfaction . Fro m th e very star t o f ou r struggl e we hav e 
stressed tha t w e stan d o n th e ethica l basi s o f Christia n fait h Ou r idea l 
is no t Re d Spain , murderin g priest s an d destroyin g churches , bu t rathe r 
General Franco , strugglin g fo r hi s religio n an d hi s homeland . A s w e ar e 
determined t o struggl e fo r ou r politica l idea s in the shadow o f th e Arrow -
Cross, so the Cros s shines , in it s ful l glory , i n ou r heart s an d i n th e dept h 
of ou r souls. Z37 

Grosz's ope n suppor t o f th e antisemiti c Arrow-Cros s part y di d no t 
disturb hi s superior s i n th e Catholi c church . O n th e contrary , th e 
Osservatore Romano,  th e Vatican' s officia l organ , reporte d tha t "Pop e 
Pius XI I ha s appointe d fou r ne w Hungaria n bishops. " Th e nam e o f 
one o f thes e wa s Grosz , whos e statu s wa s advance d fro m actin g bisho p 
to provincia l bisho p o f Szombathely/ 3 8 Grosz' s promotio n throug h th e 
Catholic hierarch y continued . Th e pop e appointe d hi m bisho p o f Kalo -
csa i n th e sprin g o f 1943 , thu s circumventin g bishop s wit h mor e sen -
iority tha n h e had . Thi s ne w rol e o f hi s wa s th e secon d mos t importan t 
in th e Catholi c churc h hierarch y i n Hungary , secon d onl y t o tha t o f 
the card ina l / 3 9 

A pries t name d Gabo r Szijjart o invoke d divin e blessing s upo n th e 
heads o f th e Arrow-Cros s party . H e wrot e a n ope n lette r t o hi s priestl y 
colleagues, whic h wa s publishe d a s a n editoria l unde r th e headin g " M a y 
God bles s you , me n o f Arrow-Cross. " I n th e letter , h e wrote : 

Our live s no w flo w mor e rapidly , an d you , me n o f Arrow-Cross , ar e th e 
force operatin g th e nation , an d yo u shap e it s character . I n humility , i n 
deep admiration, and with a joyful heart , I bow my head before your sacred 
obstinacy. Yo u hav e believe d i n you r mission , yo u stil l believ e i n it , an d 
you were indeed right . Without your prodding, the government would no t 

....
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have responde d t o th e demand s o f th e Arrow-Cros s party . Th e govern -
ment's proper legislative program [th e anti-Jewish legislation] results from 
the pressure applied by your tensed muscles. 

Men of Arrow-Cross ! Continue your struggle with consisten t enthusi -
asm, untiringly , an d th e result s wil l no t b e late in coming . Your rewar d 
will be the eternal thankfulness o f the Hungarian people! 

May God bless you, men of Arrow-Cross !i4° 

The editio n tha t publishe d th e lette r als o brough t ou t th e opinio n o f 
the hea d o f th e Hungaria n Reforme d church , Bisho p Laszl o Ravasz , o n 
Judaism: 

The Jews were once a people representing prophetic morality . The world 
was nourished by their vision and their prophecies for thousands of years. 
This spirit has now become negative and heretic. There once was a people 
that create d grea t things ; bu t tha t ver y peopl e itsel f no w appear s o n 
occasion befor e th e worl d i n th e shoc k o f revolutionis m an d ruin/ 41 

A Catholic pries t named Zolta n Nyiszto r hel d a  meeting with Szalasi , 
and h e wrot e i n hi s memoirs , " I spok e wit h hi m a t length , wantin g t o 
learn jus t wha t wa s transpirin g i n hi s soul . I  must stat e tha t befor e m e 
stood a  ma n o f nobl e spiri t an d goo d intentions . H e wa s a  spotles s 
personage i n bot h hi s pas t an d hi s present." 24* 

At a  certai n stag e Nyiszto r propose d t o Cardina l Sered i "tha t th e 
Catholic movement s cooperat e wit h Szalasi' s party , an d th e Catholi c 
church suppor t Szalasi , s o a s t o rais e hi s part y t o powe r b y legitimat e 
means."243 Whil e Nyisztor' s proposa l wa s no t adopted , th e ver y fac t 
that a  pries t coul d mak e suc h a  proposa l t o th e cardina l speak s fo r 
itself. 

Szalasi di d indee d tak e powe r b y illegitimat e means , an d abou t tw o 
weeks later , o n Octobe r 29 , 1944 , me t wit h Seredi . Afte r th e meetin g 
Seredi jotte d dow n i n hi s diar y tha t fro m hi s conversatio n wit h Szalas i 
he "learned tha t Szalasi was a believer, and one could not doubt his good 
intentions."244 

Less than a  week later , o n Novembe r 4 , 1944 , Sered i ordere d al l th e 
teachers i n Catholi c schools—wh o b y virtue o f thei r positions wer e civi l 
servants—to swea r an oath o f allegiance to Szalasi . Other churc h leader s 
followed Seredi' s precedent. 245 

While th e event s describe d i n th e las t tw o paragraph s too k plac e 
outside th e tempora l framewor k o f thi s study , the y hav e bee n adduce d 
here i n orde r t o sho w tha t eve n whil e thei r party' s program s wer e 
being carried ou t in practice, they enjoyed th e cardinal's encouragement . 
While thousand s o f Jew s wer e bein g murdere d i n Hungary , an d th e 
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death marches were leaving Budapest one after th e other for the Austrian 
border, Szalasi , th e leade r o f Hungar y b y virtu e o f Germa n bayonets , 
sat i n th e roya l palac e i n Buda , an d th e hea d o f th e Catholi c churc h 
came t o shak e hi s hand . Th e foundation s fo r suc h a  meetin g ha d bee n 
laid year s before . I t i s reasonabl e t o assum e tha t th e cardinal , lik e hi s 
bishop, Grosz , wh o wa s cite d above , hel d tha t "a s lon g a s th e Arrow -
Cross me n visi t th e churche s an d pra y t o Jesus, we hav e n o complaint s 
against them. " Th e regulation s o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y an d Szalasi' s 
various utterance s mak e i t clea r tha t h e an d hi s part y di d indee d "pra y 
to Jesus. " 

An editoria l i n th e officia l Arrow-Cros s part y newspape r appearin g 
just befor e Easte r 193 8 provide s mor e informatio n abou t th e party' s 
ideological background , whic h mad e appropriat e th e meetin g betwee n 
its leade r an d th e cardinal . Th e write r o f th e editoria l adduce s th e an -
tisemitic struggles o f hi s party i n describin g Jesus' battles , together wit h 
many quotation s fro m th e Ne w Testament . In  thi s way h e succeede d i n 
giving th e word s o f th e Ne w Testamen t renewe d actualit y an d i n deep -
ening th e reader' s identificatio n wit h thi s ancien t struggl e agains t Juda -
ism, bein g carrie d o n energeticall y i n hi s day b y the party . Th e headlin e 
of th e articl e wa s phrase d accordingly : "I n th e Footstep s o f Jesus , th e 
Redeemer": 

Hungarian National-Socialis t Brethren ! 
I have good tidings for you. They have crucified Jesus of Nazareth. He 

has died , they have buried him , but , three days later , he rose up to new 
life Wh o was Jesus? He was the incarnation o f Justice, and so he has 
been the light of the world for the last 1938 years. Contrary to those who 
do not understand the significance of our period (Matthew 16:3) , the spirit 
of trut h ha s reveale d t o u s (Joh n 16:13 ) th e spiri t o f th e time s o f th e 
twentieth century . 

We have gon e t o wa r t o realiz e th e spiri t o f th e times . O f ou r ow n 
free choice , o f ou r ow n goodwil l an d ou r lov e w e hav e undertake n t o 
continue t o marc h i n th e thorn-strew n pat h o f ou r Redeemer . W e have 
entered the narrow gatewa y o f life (Matthe w 7:13 ) W e have suffere d 
willingly the suspicions and humiliations handed down by that race which, 
according t o Hol y Scripture , "live s i n sin, " an d non e o f who m spea k 
the truth . The y ar e al l useless , treacherou s spiller s o f innocen t blood , 
corrupt and corrupting (Epistle to the Romans 3:9-18). They are all liars, 
cheats, traitors, heretics in Jesus, and sons of Satan (Firs t Epistle to John 
2:26; Second Epistle to John 1:7 ; the Gospel according to John 8:37-59) . 
Those in whose hearts Jesus is lacking hate us, but this hate does not harm 
us, for they already hated Jesus before they began to hate us (John 15:18). 

Hungarian National-Socialis t Brethren ! 

....

....
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Who stand in our way?... Those who fight us are those who curse Jesus 
(Epistle of Jacob 2:6-7). Those who fight us are the hypocritical Pharisees 
(Luke 12:1), sons of the serpent (Matthew 3:7) , who hold back the wages 
of the employed whil e the screams of those the y oppres s cut through to 
Heaven (Epistl e o f Jacob 5:4 ) Thos e wh o oppose u s are those who 
exploit the fear of God as a source of profit (Firs t Epistle to Timothy 6:5), 
those who pretend to be merciful, but have no knowledge of mercy (Second 
Epistle to Timothy 6:5). 

Hungarian National-Socialis t Brethren ! 
We do not distort the commandments of God. We present our ideas in 

the name of justice to the entire population an d to its conscience befor e 
the face of God. We are overjoyed, for we are hungry and thirsty, persecuted 
and suffering , fo r Hungaria n justice . The persecutions, th e tortures, the 
exiling, and the violence only add to our strength and our power (Secon d 
Epistle to the Corinthians i2:io). i46 

Thus, a s the write r o f th e articl e pu t it , startin g fro m th e beginnin g 
of 1938 , the Arrow-Cross movemen t becam e stronge r an d stronger . It s 
popularity sprea d extremel y rapidly . It s growt h wa s no t gradual , th e 
movement reachin g its maximal siz e within a  year and a half/47 I n April 
the party had to create additional offices in order to register new members, 
and accordin g t o certai n estimates , i n Budapes t alon e som e sixty-fiv e 
thousand member s joine d b y the end of May. 248 

In Ma y 193 9 elections t o Parliamen t wer e held . A  little ove r a  half -
million vote d fo r the old-time, well-based Smallholder s party , whil e the 
Arrow-Cross part y receive d n o less tha n 750,00 0 votes/ 49 

The succes s o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y provide d variou s bodies , in -
cluding high-ranking one s in the church an d outside it , with a  source of 
encouragement. These claimed that they had to support various antisem -
itic step s t o offse t th e success o f Arrow-Cross/ 50 

Two centra l idea s guide d th e Arrow-Cros s party : uncompromisin g 
antisemitism an d Christia n piety . Anothe r facto r i n it s doctrines—th e 
denial o f capitalis m an d appropriat e socia l changes—wa s neve r clearl y 
defined, remainin g vagu e i n the minds o f th e party supporters . Bu t the 
outlook tha t th e Jews wer e wealth y capitalists , fro m who m th e wealt h 
was t o b e returne d t o it s rightfu l owners , wa s wel l understood . Anti -
semitism intertwine d wit h Christianity , a s demonstrated b y the Arrow -
Cross party , reache d th e hearts o f th e masses, an d the latte r flocke d t o 
the party . 

....
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Conclusion 

About 25 0 year s passe d betwee n th e beginnin g o f Jewis h immigratio n 
into Hungary and the 1930s . During only twenty-five year s (1895-1920 ) 
the Jews enjoyed ful l equalit y o f rights , whereas a t the end of thi s perio d 
(1919-1920) th e bloody events of the White Terror too k place. With th e 
change i n regim e a t th e en d o f Worl d Wa r I , th e attitud e towar d th e 
Jews change d a s well , an d th e civi l equalit y awarde d the m befor e 
the wa r wa s take n fro m the m afte r i t was over . 

Alongside th e changin g attitud e o f th e regim e toward th e Jews, ther e 
was also another element whose attitude toward them remained constant . 
This was the church. Throughout th e vicissitudes o f government , i t con -
stantly supporte d th e bod y tha t wa s hostil e towar d th e Jews . Befor e 
World War I the church opposed the stands taken by liberal governments , 
whereas afte r i t was ove r th e churc h full y supporte d antisemiti c govern -
ments. Th e church' s antisemitis m wa s a  matte r o f principle , no t o f 
opportunism. 

The bloo d libe l tria l o f Tisz a Eszla r an d th e stan d adopte d b y th e 
clergy in this connection, the antisemitic petition draw n u p by Reforme d 
priests, the Catholic church's obstinate and drawn-out fight against grant-
ing the Jewish religio n ful l recognition—al l thes e left thei r impression o n 
the final  decades o f th e nineteenth century . The churc h adjuste d it s anti -
semitism t o th e development s o f th e twentiet h century : eve n befor e th e 
dissolution o f th e Austro-Hungarian monarch y th e church linke d Chris -
tianity an d Hungarianism , exploitin g thi s lin k t o suppor t it s antisemiti c 
outlook. When the monarchy disintegrated , thi s stand grew stronger an d 
served t o caus e Jews harm . 

The change s i n regim e durin g 1919-192 0 provide d th e clerg y wit h 
new conditions, new partners, and new opportunities fo r activit y and fo r 
the realization o f it s views. During th e blood y event s o f 1919—192 0 th e 
clergy stood unanimously behind the persecutors, to whom they awarde d 
their suppor t an d thei r prestige . 

The rapid promotion enjoye d b y those priests who spoke up in publi c 
in suppor t o f blatan t antisemiti c opinions—Zadravec z an d Grosz—in -
dicates th e approac h take n b y th e churc h i n it s antisemiti c incitement , 
which wa s commo n i n broa d circles . 

The expression "foreig n race " was synonymous wit h "Jew, " an d wa s 
commonly use d b y Hungary' s secula r leader s an d it s clergymen . Thi s 
expression describe s "th e foreig n race " a s differen t fro m th e "son s o f 
the homeland"—inferior t o them. Jews were uninvited citizens who wer e 
undesired i n Hungar y an d i n various Hungaria n walk s o f life . This con -
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cept wa s th e basi s fo r th e antisemiti c propagand a tha t gre w stronge r 
during th e 1930s . 

At tha t tim e th e realizatio n wa s formin g tha t practica l step s ha d t o 
be taken t o remov e "th e son s o f th e foreig n race, " an d condition s wer e 
growing rip e t o channe l th e emotion s hostil e t o the m b y mean s o f a 
formal framework . Th e circumstances wer e well suited fo r th e beginnin g 
of anti-Jewis h legislation . 





2 

Anti-Jewish Legislation 





Introduction 

The anti-Jewish legislative process began in the spring of 193 8 and laste d 
for some six years, up until the German invasion of Hungary in the spring 
of 1944 . Earlier , Hungaria n Jewr y ha d enjoye d som e equa l right s fo r 
some seventy years , ever sinc e the adoptio n o f th e Law o f Emancipatio n 
in 1867 , an d a s earl y a s 189 5 t n e statu s o f th e Jewis h religio n wa s 
rendered equa l t o tha t o f th e grea t Christia n faiths . Equalit y befor e th e 
law wa s absolut e excep t fo r th e limit s impose d upo n Jewis h student s 
under th e "Numeru s Clausus " Ac t o f 1920 . I t wa s thu s natura l fo r th e 
Jewish publi c t o vie w a s a  seriou s blo w t o it s position th e tablin g o f a n 
anti-Jewish bil l i n Parliamen t an d th e publi c debat e tha t ensued , wit h 
various publi c figures  i n Parliamen t an d i n th e Uppe r Hous e voicin g 
strong antisemiti c sentiments . This besmirching o f Jewry an d o f Judais m 
was strongl y reflecte d i n Hungaria n publi c opinion , a s demonstrated , 
among othe r things , by the result s o f th e parliamentary election s hel d i n 
May 1939 . The Hungarian electorate lavishly rewarded the extreme right-
wing circle s tha t supporte d th e anti-Jewis h legislation , whil e severel y 
punishing those parliamentary factions tha t opposed it . Experienced pub -
lic figures and politicians, sensitive to the mood of the Hungarian masses , 
did everything possible to meet their expectations. The speeches delivered 
by man y member s o f bot h Parliamen t an d th e Uppe r Hous e wer e satu -
rated wit h antisemiti c incitemen t an d wit h derogator y reference s t o Ju -
daism an d t o Jews . Th e masse s an d th e nationa l leadershi p reinforce d 
one another , creatin g a n axi s linkin g the m wit h a  commo n topi c an d a 
common aim : persecutin g Jews an d removin g the m fro m a s many fields 
of endeavo r a s possible . 

This axi s wa s joine d b y th e top-rankin g leader s o f th e Christia n 
churches o f Hungary , who , b y virtu e o f thei r post s an d thei r status , 
enjoyed membership in the Upper House. The strength of their antisemiti c 
sentiments, voice d durin g th e consideratio n o f th e propose d bills , wa s 
no les s tha n tha t expresse d b y leader s o f bot h th e governmen t an d th e 
extreme righ t wing , a s wil l b e demonstrate d below . Th e churc h joinin g 
this axis , representin g th e peopl e an d thei r leaders , adde d ye t anothe r 
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dimension t o th e anti-Jewis h campaign , an d create d a  triangle tha t wa s 
to play a significant role during the entire period of anti-Jewish legislation . 

Since the parliamentary debat e was characterized b y repeated mentio n 
of the confrontation betwee n Christians and non-Christians, and between 
Christianity an d Judaism , th e debat e arouse d th e Christia n publi c t o a 
greater degre e o f awarenes s o f th e difference s betwee n the m an d thei r 
non-Christian neighbors , the Jews. Furthermore, since the denigration o f 
the Jews an d th e antisemiti c incitemen t ha d thei r origin s i n th e highes t 
of governmen t circles , expressions o f antisemitis m tha t i n the late 1920 s 
and early 1930 s might have been considered vulga r now won legitimacy , 
becoming commonplac e an d desirabl e eve n i n th e mos t respectabl e o f 
drawing rooms . Whe n th e head s o f th e Christia n churche s adde d thei r 
voices t o thos e besmirchin g Jews an d Judaism, a  dimensio n o f religiou s 
devotion wa s adde d t o thi s antisemiti c trend—a dimensio n tha t enjoye d 
considerable influenc e i n Christia n Hungary . 

The anti-Jewis h legislativ e process tha t wen t o n fo r year s was i n fac t 
the readin g o f a  length y indictmen t agains t Jews , agains t Judaism , an d 
against th e characteristic s o f each . Th e damag e cause d b y th e corrup t 
traits o f th e Jews t o th e economic , social , cultural , an d spiritua l lif e o f 
Christian Hungarian s wa s spelle d ou t fro m severa l point s o f view . Th e 
expressions use d t o describ e Jewish corruptio n becam e so commonplac e 
that eve n i n th e summe r o f 1944 , whe n th e Jew s wer e face d wit h th e 
danger o f expulsio n fro m Hungary , an d eve n afte r mos t o f the m ha d 
already bee n expelle d an d the n murdere d i n th e ga s chambers , thos e 
expressions stil l serve d th e churc h leaders. 1 

The First  Anti-Jewish Act 
The first  officia l intimatio n o f th e government' s intentio n t o legislat e a n 
anti-Jewish act came directly from th e Hungarian prime minister, Kalman 
Daranyi, i n a  speec h h e delivere d i n th e tow n o f Gyor , o n Marc h 5 , 
1938: 

There is a Jewish question in Hungary... and it forms one of the unsolved 
problems o f th e nation' s publi c life Th e kerne l o f th e problem.. . lies 
in the fact tha t Jews living in Hungary, partly by reason o f a  special dis-
position for commerce and also because of the indifference show n by Hun-
garian Christians , play quit e a  disproportionate rol e i n certai n branche s 
of economi c life. Moreover , th e large concentration o f Jews in the Hun-
garian capita l ha s naturall y influence d th e cultura l an d economi c lif e of 
Budapest, and that influence does not always square with the vital require-
ments o f th e Hungaria n peopl e A  solution shoul d b e found whereb y 

....
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Jewish influenc e i n cultura l an d othe r domain s o f nationa l lif e wil l b e 
reduced. Such a solution will grant the Christian section of the community 
a just share in the industry, commerce, and finance of the country / 

On th e followin g day , Balin t Homan , th e ministe r o f religio n an d 
education, mad e a  speec h i n th e tow n o f Szentes , wher e h e spok e i n a 
similar vein : 

The Jewish proble m i s one demandin g discussion.. . and i t involve s tw o 
questions—one economic , the othe r ideological . Economically , a  dispro-
portionate influence and participation in economic fields is enjoyed by Jews 
because of thei r specia l capacity Similarly , cultural endeavor s and the 
press ar e dominated b y Jews, many o f who m expres s views alien t o th e 
Hungarian mentality.. . they live a separate, peculiar life , with a separate, 
peculiar ideology ; an d the y ar e considere d a s aliens b y the Hungarians . 
Certain o f them have participated i n subversive movements and in prop-
agating dangerous theories.3 

It shoul d b e note d tha t th e concep t o f limitin g th e activitie s o f th e 
Jews b y means o f appropriat e legislatio n ha d bee n raise d i n governmen t 
circles long before th e prime minister' s Gyo r speech . Though th e idea o f 
anti-Jewish legislation had not yet been explicitly formulated, indication s 
of suc h thinkin g ha d bee n voice d earlier . I n a  speec h delivere d b y th e 
prime ministe r i n February 193 7 a t the annua l conventio n o f th e Baros s 
Szovetseg, a n organizatio n whos e raiso n d'etr e wa s th e advancemen t o f 
Christian trad e an d industria l interest s a t th e expens e o f thos e o f th e 
Jews, th e premie r ha d said , " I mus t stres s tha t th e governmen t shal l d o 
its very bes t to cultivat e the ideas represented b y the Baross Society . Th e 
government shal l striv e t o achiev e a  maxima l increas e i n the numbe r o f 
Christian industrialist s an d trader s i n thi s land." 4 

In Marc h 193 7 th e presiden t o f th e Hungaria n Nationa l Bank , Bel a 
Imredi, ha d prepare d a  memorandu m fo r Premie r Darany i i n whic h h e 
dealt wit h th e Jewis h proble m an d wit h proposal s fo r it s solution . H e 
suggested adoptin g measure s t o reduc e Jewis h influenc e ove r th e pres s 
and t o increas e th e numbe r o f Christian s i n middle - an d upper-clas s 
economic projects.5 In  January 193 8 Genera l Karoly Soos, a retired min -
ister o f war , presente d th e regen t o f Hungary , Horthy , wit h a  simila r 
program. H e propose d t o reduc e Jewish influenc e i n economi c activity , 
mainly by granting benefits t o Christians, and to remove Jewish influenc e 
from th e pres s an d fro m cultura l lif e b y mean s o f suitabl e legislation . 
The regen t referre d Soo s t o Premie r Daranyi. 6 Th e economic s minister , 
M. Fabinyi , said in a  speech h e made in the town o f Pec s on January 16 , 
1938, "Th e desir e i s growin g amon g Hungaria n Christian s t o occup y 

....
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those posts in industry an d commerc e which the y had fo r s o many year s 
been conten t t o leav e t o others." 7 H e mad e n o attemp t t o explai n wh o 
the other s were . 

A wee k befor e th e prim e minister' s Gyo r speec h ther e appeare d a n 
article writte n b y a  Catholi c priest , whic h include d thes e remarks : "W e 
must admi t th e fac t tha t ther e exist s a  Jewish proble m i n thi s country . 
Each an d ever y on e o f u s i s calle d upo n t o suppor t onl y thos e shop s 
owned b y Christians . W e mus t se e t o i t tha t th e banks , th e shops , an d 
the lan d belon g t o son s o f th e Hungaria n rac e alone . W e mus t achiev e 
this b y appropriat e legislation." 8 

If th e Gyo r speec h arouse d grav e unres t i n th e heart s o f th e Jewis h 
population, as well as a genuine fear of things to come, to an equal exten t 
it excite d th e imagination s o f th e antisemiti c circles , whic h hope d tha t 
the anti-Jewis h legislatio n woul d ushe r i n a  ne w perio d i n Hungaria n 
history. Som e two week s afte r th e Gyo r speec h a n exuberan t part y wa s 
thrown, with the participation o f high-ranking notables from bot h Cath -
olic church and government circles, in honor of Bishop Istvan Zadravetz' s 
receipt o f a  prestigious meda l o f excellenc e fro m th e regen t o f Hungary , 
Horthy.9 Th e aftermat h o f th e Gyo r speec h wa s ver y apparen t a t th e 
party, wher e a n atmospher e o f expectatio n prevailed . Th e opportunitie s 
for predictabl e change , whic h no w appeare d ove r th e horizon , excite d 
the imagination s o f th e guests , who expresse d thei r innermos t thought s 
in thei r speeches . Zadravet z himsel f expresse d th e genera l appreciatio n 
of th e Gyo r speec h an d o f it s ramifications : 

The Hungarian Catholi c Church and millions of Hungarian Catholic s de-
sire to work together for the rehabilitation of our beloved homeland. When-
ever ou r countr y i s considered , w e mus t tak e int o accoun t it s thousan d 
years o f history , th e sou l o f thos e thousan d years , including it s exalte d 
morality and principles. All of these converge on a single word: Christianity. 
. . . The topics , the problems, and the matters discusse d thes e days in the 
Gyor speech are like tree trunks, thick branches , arranged i n such a  way 
that the y ca n becom e a  raging bonfire , a  triumphan t flame illuminating 
our gloriou s future . T o se t this bonfire , thi s flame, alight w e must plac e 
coals beneath them. The coals exist! They are simply the fire of Jesus Christ! 
We need a n eterna l flame, a  fire never t o b e extinguished, fo r ou r grea t 
and joyous homeland an d fo r th e next thousand year s for ou r nation . " I 
have come to ignite a fire in the world—can I  not desire this fire to burs t 
out?" (Luke i2:49)10 

The bil l wa s table d i n Parliamen t o n Apri l 8 , 1938 , an d wa s know n 
as th e "Bil l fo r a  Mor e Effectiv e Guarante e o f a  Balance d Socia l an d 
Economic Life. " Th e preambl e t o th e bil l strive s t o giv e i t a  dimensio n 
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of historica l dept h an d link s i t wit h th e Clerica l People' s party , whic h 
had struggle d a t th e clos e o f th e nineteent h centur y agains t grantin g 
recognition t o th e Jewish religion : "Th e Catholi c People' s party , whic h 
was founded i n the year 1894 , has already waged war upo n th e anomal y 
which existe d i n politica l life , havin g bee n create d a s a  resul t o f libera l 
political views . I n th e politica l bearin g o f th e People' s part y an d i n it s 
practical activit y i n th e variou s walk s o f publi c life , it s intentio n i n at -
tempting t o solv e th e Jewish proble m ha s bee n clearl y discernable." 11 

The preambl e als o mention s tha t th e bil l wa s intende d t o benefi t th e 
Hungarian natio n b y removing th e Jews fro m variou s economi c sector s 
and b y makin g i t mor e difficul t fo r the m i n a  variet y o f cultura l fields, 
especially journalism : 

Under present circumstance s certai n section s of th e population find their 
way blocked to various economic positions, as a result of the Jewish control 
of thes e positions abov e an d beyon d thei r proportio n i n the population . 
The national public opinion considers this situation unjust , unreasonable , 
and unacceptable. This disturbance of the economic balance is stressed by 
the fac t tha t th e vast majorit y o f thi s secto r [th e Jews] does no t partak e 
of our traditional nationa l feelings . 

Paragraph 2  o f th e propose d bil l deal s wit h th e limit s place d upo n 
Jews engaging i n journalism, designe d t o reduce thei r par t i n influencin g 
Hungarian public opinion. In explanation o f the paragraph, the preamble 
says, 

The practical executio n o f thi s idea ma y be achieved mos t effectively b y 
legislation whic h wil l guarante e th e unificatio n o f journalisti c endeavo r 
within a n organized associatio n enjoyin g decisiv e influence ove r th e for -
mulation an d directio n o f publi c opinion . I n thi s way i t wil l be ensured 
that the press functions i n a spirit both national and Christian, on the one 
hand, while on the other, it will be guaranteed its independence within the 
framework dictate d to it by the public interest. By means of this indepen-
dence the nation will be able to rest assured that the freedom o f the press 
will b e expressed i n th e mos t nobl e fashio n withou t bein g exploited fo r 
undesirable ends. IZ 

The bil l was adopted b y an overwhelmin g majorit y i n Parliament an d 
was brough t befor e th e Upper Hous e fo r it s approval . As already noted , 
the head s o f th e Christia n churche s wer e member s o f th e Uppe r Hous e 
by virtu e o f thei r positions. 13 Th e churc h representative s encountere d 
difficulty i n voting for th e bill . For operational purpose s the bil l include d 
a definitio n o f th e ter m "J e w ?" definin g a s Jews eve n thos e convert s t o 
Christianity wh o ha d converte d afte r Augus t 1 , 1919 , upon th e collaps e 
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of th e Bel a Ku n Communis t regime . Th e churc h delegate s woul d no t 
accept thi s definition , claimin g tha t i t wa s completel y unreasonabl e fo r 
members o f thei r churches , thei r flocks,  t o b e considere d Jewish . Thi s 
became a bone of contention that aroused considerable debate concerning 
the bill , bu t coul d no t preven t it s adoption . Th e churc h leader s fough t 
boldly for th e interests of the members of thei r congregations, repeatedl y 
stressing tha t the y were no t opposin g th e bil l itself insofa r a s i t impose d 
limitations upon the Jews. Regarding the desirable approach, as they sa w 
it, t o th e Jewis h problem , thei r utterance s generall y matche d thos e o f 
government member s an d supporters . Th e churc h leader s drape d thei r 
utterances i n religious , historical, economic , and othe r ideologies , as be-
fitted thei r statu s i n th e church . 

The hea d o f th e Evangeli c church , Bisho p Sando r Raffay , said , 

I cast no doubt, not even for a single moment, upon the necessity of tabling 
this proposal . Neithe r d o I  doub t tha t Jewr y coul d hav e prevente d it s 
tabling. I t coul d hav e don e s o b y mean s o f a  substantia l chang e i n it s 
behavior, and by means of such a change it would not have compelled us 
to consider this proposal. 

The bisho p wen t o n t o propos e amendment s h e considere d significant . 
One o f thes e wa s fo r th e dat e o f Augus t i , 1919—th e decisiv e date , 
according t o th e propose d bill , fo r recognitio n o f vali d conversion s t o 
Christianity an d fo r exemptio n fro m th e requirement s o f th e bill—t o b e 
postponed unti l th e 31s t o f tha t month . H e als o spok e o f th e nee d fo r 
consideration o f thos e who ha d converted , "thu s attunin g themselve s t o 
us an d alread y becomin g lik e us. " Afte r proposin g additiona l mino r 
changes in the wording of the various paragraphs of the bill, he concluded 
his speech with the following declaration : " I accept the proposed bill." 14 

The hea d o f th e Reforme d church , Sando r Ravasz , too k th e oppor -
tunity t o expoun d upo n th e Jewis h problem , it s origins , th e natur e o f 
Jews an d Judaism , possibl e solution s t o th e Jewis h problem , an d th e 
proper conduc t require d o f Jews : 

As a  legislato r I  sense the importanc e o f takin g a  stan d o n th e matter s 
under discussio n Th e Jewish problem ha s been the bane of humanit y 
for abou t two thousand years . It is an important matte r stil l awaiting its 
solution, and until it is eventually solved it will be accompanied by much 
suffering, many struggles, and a great many difficulties I  am convinced 
that th e adoptio n o f thi s bil l wil l serv e wel l no t onl y th e welfare , th e 
tranquillity, and the security of the state, but also those who today protest 
vehemently against its adoption Sinc e the bill is intended to put in order 
economic issues such as providing employment opportunities and a  fairer 
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division o f revenues , I  shoul d lik e t o believ e tha t thi s i s merel y th e first 
step in a  broader , genera l progra m o f planne d legislatio n I n discussin g 
this bill it is impossible to refrain fro m dealin g with the origin of the Jewish 
problem. We mus t stat e tha t durin g th e modern , libera l period , th e perio d 
that came to an end on the eve of the Great War, i t was customary t o view 
the Jewish proble m a s a  religiou s one . Th e tim e ha s com e fo r Hungaria n 
public opinio n t o liberat e itsel f fro m th e opinio n tha t th e Jewish proble m 
is a  religiou s one . Wer e th e 430,00 0 Jew s o f Hungar y t o conver t al l a t 
once t o Christianity , s o tha t no t a  singl e Jew wa s lef t i n Hungary , woul d 
in suc h a  cas e th e Jewis h proble m b e solved ? O f cours e not . I t woul d 
become mor e comple x an d mor e difficult . 

Ravasz continued : 

Judaism i s not a  religion . I f such i s the case , what i s it? Judaism i s a  race , 
with stron g racia l characteristic s whic h preven t it s assimilation . Thoug h 
the Jew s mingl e wit h peopl e o f othe r races , ye t Judais m continue s stub -
bornly t o maintai n thos e racia l characteristics. 15 Conside r a  nation wit h a 
strong racia l awareness , which ha s existed fo r thousands o f years, a natio n 
with a fierce sense of national uniqueness, people for whom the very concept 
of bein g chose n ha s becom e bon e o f thei r bone , fles h o f thei r flesh . Thi s 
concept o f their s has grown an d developed , togethe r wit h thei r concep t o f 
their nationa l go d wh o grow s wit h them , paralle l t o thei r exaggerate d 
expectations o f life . Afte r muc h sufferin g an d difficul t crise s thi s natio n 
has altere d it s nationa l form , adoptin g th e for m o f a  "diaspora". . . livin g 
among th e nation s an d a t thei r expense . 

Honorable Uppe r House ! I s i t an y wonde r tha t a  natio n livin g unde r 
such historica l condition s fo r tw o thousan d year s develop s certai n psy -
chological characteristics?. . .The diaspor a an d worl d trad e ar e inter -
woven, and i t is impossible to learn which cam e first.  I s it any wonder tha t 
such a  society , whos e compositio n cut s acros s nation s an d countries , ha s 
selected for itself as a means an object which may be stored in the narrowes t 
of places , whic h i n compariso n wit h it s siz e represent s th e greates t value , 
which reflect s grea t strength , an d whic h i s capabl e o f attainin g grea t in -
fluence?—and thi s mean s i s nothing bu t money ! Doe s thi s no t mea n tha t 
this societ y ha s com e t o dominat e internationa l capita l an d ha s becom e 
the controlle r o f worl d credit ? Th e natura l consequenc e i s tha t whereve r 
it arrived , eve n withi n nation s whic h hav e conducte d thei r live s properl y 
for hundred s o f years , thi s scattere d populac e ha s sough t ou t th e crack s 
in th e accepte d socia l systems , jus t a s parasitic , crawlin g plant s d o th e 
same, climbin g u p o n th e hos t plant , sinkin g thei r root s deepl y int o i t i n 
order to enable them to subsist at its expense, even in tempestuous, stormy , 
dangerous times . Thus ther e ar e man y wh o ar e stunned b y the destructiv e 
ambitions o f thi s race . We shoul d no t b e surprised ! Destructivenes s i s th e 
basic characteristic o f this race,16 for i t seeks to live, and i f we do not wan t 

....



88 ANTI-JEWISH LEGISLATIO N 

its lif e t o b e destructive , a s a t present , w e hav e t o wor k fo r a  chang e i n 
the relation s betwee n Jewr y an d it s hos t natio n Le t th e liberal s clai m 
whatever they will: every intelligent person can see today that over the las t 
few hundred year s an ac t of conquest has been executed agains t our home -
land. Thi s conques t wa s no t execute d b y th e sword , bu t rathe r b y mean s 
of migratio n an d o f th e Jewish natura l increase . Our Hungaria n ancestor s 
conquered thi s lan d b y th e sword , bu t hav e los t considerabl e portion s o f 
it to thos e who migrate d here , who, together wit h thei r descendants , hav e 
filled th e lan d a s a  consequence o f thei r extraordinar y fertility . 

Honorable Upper House! I would like to add a few practical conclusion s 
to the theoretical concepts I have spoken of here with regard to the elements 
of th e Jewish problem . First , I  must stres s tha t th e Christia n Churc h shal l 
never conced e it s missio n t o Jewr y Whe n w e accep t a  sou l int o th e 
bosom o f Christianity , w e d o no t desir e i t t o b e accepte d int o a  certai n 
club, bu t rathe r t o adjus t itsel f t o th e Christia n entity . H e wh o join s th e 
Church o f Jesu s i n th e hop e o f achievin g certai n benefit s shal l b e disap -
pointed, fo r when ou r Lor d Jesus founded hi s church, he promised neithe r 
benefits no r recognitio n no r assimilation , bu t merel y said : "Bea r m y cros s 
and drin k o f th e cu p I  have drun k from. " 

An additiona l comment : i t i s astoundin g t o se e ho w littl e sorro w o r 
soul searchin g th e Jews displa y i n thi s matter . The y vie w th e entir e affai r 
as a kind of legalisti c process which ca n be solved by means of the smoot h 
tactical tongues of brilliant attorneys. Judaism seeks in this a kind of forma l 
justice, having profoundly convince d itsel f tha t th e suffering th e Jews hav e 
undergone has befallen the m despit e their innocence. The Jews believe tha t 
they suffe r becaus e o f th e stupidity , th e wickedness , an d th e jealous y o f 
mankind, whil e the y remain—innocent , pure , an d upright ! 

Not a t all ! As long a s the ide a o f Jewish righteousnes s i s based o n th e 
aforesaid approach , th e Jewish proble m wil l no t dra w eve n a  singl e shor t 
step neare r t o it s solution . B y this erroneou s approach , Judaism manage s 
to convinc e itsel f tha t i t suffer s becaus e o f th e guil t o f others , despit e it s 
own innocence, and it would solve its problem by means of active or passive 
resistance. The only thing the Jews attain b y this approach o f their s i s tha t 
their opponent s find  thei r ow n hostil e attitud e justified , th e polarit y thu s 
becoming eve r stronger . I  therefore war n th e Jews onc e agai n t o se t asid e 
in advance thei r passive or activ e resistance . To d o so , they nee d the trait s 
of concession , humility , an d modest y I t ha s lon g bee n know n tha t be -
cause o f evil , th e good , too , suffer . Thi s i s tru e o f th e Jews , a s wel l 
May th e good bea r thei r suffering  wit h bowe d heads , not becaus e of thei r 
own guilt , bu t ma y the y note : wha t kin d o f a  blessin g i s i t fo r the m t o 
have amon g the m thos e wh o suffe r i n vain . Th e suffering  o f th e innocen t 
is a  particularly suitabl e backdro p fo r atonin g an d actin g well . 

I accept th e propose d bill. 17 
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The subjec t o f anti-Jewis h legislatio n wa s pu t o n th e agend a o f th e 
Synod o f Catholi c Bishops . Cardina l Sered i reporte d o n th e stan d take n 
by hi s church' s delegate s i n th e debat e o n th e propose d bill : 

Regarding th e proposed bill , which strive s t o limi t the functio n o f Hun -
garian Jewry i n public an d economi c life , an d t o channe l i t into smalle r 
frameworks, th e Cardina l an d Bisho p o f Csana d i n th e Upper Hous e of 
the legislature expressed a very proper Catholic opinion with special regard 
to the converted Jews.18 

A comparison o f Ravasz' s speec h wit h tha t o f anothe r participan t i n 
the debate , Gyorg y Pronay , wh o wa s no t a  ma n o f th e cloth , i s mos t 
interesting: 

The mai n responsibilit y [fo r th e anti-Jewis h legislation ] rest s o n th e 
spirit of Judaism, which has courted internationalism, denying nationalism 
and the national genius. This spirit is destructive, yet for decades Judaism 
has been applauding it, large sections of the Jewish populace actually living 
off i t Ther e undoubtedl y exist s a  connectio n betwee n thi s spiri t an d 
the vas t majorit y o f th e Jewish public . Par t o f th e Jewish populatio n i s 
aware of thi s fact, an d this is the source of the great tragedy which leads 
to the indictment o f innocen t Jews together wit h th e guilty ones . In fact , 
all Jews will suffer a t the hands of this legislative proposal.19 

The tw o speeche s hav e a  commo n denominator : the y eac h plac e th e 
responsibility fo r th e anti-Jewish legislatio n squarel y upo n th e shoulder s 
of th e Jewis h population , an d the y eac h mentio n an d eve n justif y th e 
generalizationTeading t o th e sufferin g o f innocen t Jew s a s well . 

The bil l was adopte d o n Ma y 29 , 1938 . 
The ac t limite d th e participation o f Jews i n the fre e profession s t o 2 0 

percent. A t firs t glanc e i t woul d see m a s i f th e instruction s o f th e ac t 
were i n n o wa y limiting , i n ligh t o f th e fac t tha t th e Jews mad e u p onl y 
about 6  percent of the population. Ye t it must be taken into account tha t 
many an d variou s occupation s suc h a s the military , th e civi l service , th e 
railways, the postal service , etc., had alread y bee n completely , o r almos t 
completely, shu t t o th e Jewish public . Eve n livin g condition s compelle d 
the Jew s t o concentrat e o n certai n occupation s t o a  fa r greate r degre e 
than thei r relativ e portio n o f th e populac e woul d dictate . Beside s th e 
direct har m don e b y the ac t to thousand s o f families , i t struck indirectl y 
at th e entir e Jewish population . Mos t o f thi s population ha d fo r severa l 
generations considere d themselve s Hungaria n i n al l respects , an d no w 
this anti-Jewis h ac t appeared , overturnin g thei r Hungaria n patriotis m 
while presenting them as undesirable aliens whose presence on Hungaria n 
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soil was barely tolerated—all this in addition to imposing legal limitations 
upon them . 

The Eucharistic  Convention 
During th e final  stage s o f th e parliamentar y debat e o n th e anti-Jewis h 
act, Hungar y baske d i n th e warmth o f internationa l appreciatio n a s ex -
pressed b y th e Catholi c church , whic h hel d a  eucharisti c conventio n i n 
Budapest. Al l the important figures  o f the Catholic world participated i n 
this convention . Ther e wer e score s o f bishop s fro m al l ove r th e world , 
and Pope Pius XI was represented by his personal representative, Cardina l 
Pacelli, who, less than a  year later , was to become Pope Pius XII. Besides 
members of the priesthood, high-ranking secular guests from ever y corner 
of th e world—guest s involve d i n th e activitie s o f th e Catholi c church — 
took par t i n th e convention . Ceremonia l praye r service s an d impressiv e 
masses were hel d i n th e grea t cathedral s an d ope n square s o f Budapest , 
the capital , with throng s o f celebrant s participating . Budapes t too k o n a 
festive ai r an d th e Catholi c churc h impresse d th e publi c wit h mas s cer -
emonies attende d b y ten s o f thousands , perfectl y organized , pompou s 
and majestic , exploitin g th e bes t o f churc h knowledg e an d tradition . 
Special trains at low rates transported tens of thousands of believers fro m 
all ove r Hungary . Th e posta l servic e issue d specia l stamp s i n commem -
oration o f th e occasion . Th e atmospher e prevalen t a t th e conventio n 
reflected th e Christianit y o f Hungar y an d th e pious , Christian , religiou s 
fervor o f th e Hungaria n people . Thi s Christia n religiou s fervo r di d no t 
limit itsel f t o Catholi c churc h frameworks ; i t had it s influence upo n th e 
congregants o f th e othe r Christia n churche s an d becam e characteristi c 
of th e entir e Christia n populatio n o f Hungary . Prim e ministe r Imred i 
appeared a t th e conventio n an d delivere d on e o f th e centra l speeches . 
His topi c wa s "Christia n Love" : 

It was God's idea for the bread of love, coming out of the Last Supper 
on its world-conquering journey, to live in our midst by virtue of the bonds 
of Hi s lov e in thi s worl d o f ours , the creatio n o f th e hand s o f Go d 
Love radiates from God , it is the gift of God, it coexists here in our world 
with us, and it also spreads throughout the world. This love now faces its 
sublime task: it must rebuild the home of love. For the sake of the success 
of this work of construction, we must combine the divine concept expressed 
in Creatio n wit h th e additiona l divin e concep t whic h create d th e Cros s 
and the sacrifice of the Last Supper. In the concept of love we must discern 
a practical plan of operation of which St. Paul sang the most sublime hymn 
and i n th e nam e o f whic h w e striv e fo r ou r rebirth . Lov e i s an eterna l 
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concept an d a  practical platform , ou r tas k bein g to buil d wit h i t a  strong , 
unconquerable fortres s o f courage . Thi s i s ou r historica l tas k Tim e i s 
pressing. We must harness ourselves to the execution o f this work o f Love , 
and th e soone r th e better/ 0 

The ministe r o f industry , Gez a Bornemissza , wa s anothe r participan t 
in th e convention . Th e subjec t o f hi s speec h wa s simila r t o tha t o f th e 
prime minister . H e said , amon g othe r things , 

The honorin g o f Go d an d lov e o f one' s neighbo r ar e th e tw o element s o f 
Jesus' doctrine . Th e rope s o f neighborl y lov e unit e all , larg e an d small , 
ignorant an d erudite , poo r an d rich , tightenin g th e link s betwee n them . 
The concept s o f neighborl y lov e an d huma n cooperatio n bestow , fro m a 
social viewpoint , securit y i n lif e an d securit y a t work ; the y als o guarante e 
a jus t distributio n o f livin g resource s neede d t o maintai n lif e Fo r thi s 
reason th e church ha s alway s attempte d t o fil l socia l lif e with th e unifyin g 
force o f neighborl y love . The earl y Christian s presente d th e mos t exalte d 
examples o f lov e an d brotherhood . Medieva l Christia n regime s als o de -
termined th e rights and obligations o f th e various socia l strata o n the basi s 
of Christia n lov e W e mus t appl y th e spiri t o f Christianit y i n al l walk s 
of economi c life , s o tha t ou r interpersona l relation s b e guide d b y a  spiri t 
of lov e an d socia l justice , rathe r tha n b y th e lov e o f profit . 

To realize these ambitions governmen t an d societ y mus t cooperate . The 
government's Christia n lov e guarantee s huma n heart s tranquillit y an d 
soothes th e mos t seriou s wound s o f mankind. 11 

These tw o love-fille d speeches , b y th e prim e ministe r an d hi s ministe r 
of industry , wer e delivere d tw o day s befor e th e final  ratificatio n o f th e 
first anti-Jewis h act , afte r i t had bee n thoroughl y discusse d i n Parliament , 
in th e Uppe r House , an d i n thei r committees . Thes e debate s wer e widel y 
covered b y th e media . I n additio n t o impoverishin g thousand s o f Jewis h 
families, th e debate s concernin g i t provide d a n opportunit y t o expres s 
and incit e hatre d towar d Jewr y i n genera l an d Hungaria n Jew s i n par -
ticular. A  crow d o f ten s o f thousand s o f believers , whic h ha d gathere d 
to b e indoctrinate d b y it s leaders , attende d thi s respectabl e an d sancti -
monious ceremony , read y t o absor b th e messag e the y woul d utter . Th e 
crowd di d indee d hea r a  definitio n o f lov e an d it s praises . I t ma y b e 
assumed tha t the y too k thes e word s t o heart , an d tha t som e o f th e 
audience bega n t o wonder . Thos e ver y leader s wh o spok e s o enthusi -
astically i n prais e o f love , were—together wit h thei r colleagues—th e ver y 
people who , a t th e ver y sam e time , wer e activel y engage d i n besmirchin g 
the Jewish populace . Thes e tw o diametricall y oppose d approaches—lov e 
of Christian s o n th e on e hand , an d hatre d o f th e Jew s o n th e other — 
might hav e generate d a  certain degre e o f confusio n concernin g th e natur e 
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of th e concept s o f lov e an d hate . But , eve n i f confusio n di d aris e to an y 
extent i n th e heart s o f th e believer s a s a  resul t o f th e contradictio n i n 
their leaders ' approac h t o th e subjec t o f love , th e standpoin t take n b y 
the head s o f th e churche s quickl y enable d the m t o reliev e themselve s o f 
any uncertainty . 

The secula r head s o f stat e appeare d o n th e speaker' s podiu m a t th e 
eucharistic convention togethe r with the leaders of the church. The latte r 
had alread y expresse d thei r opinio n o f th e Jews o n th e occasio n o f th e 
debate i n th e Uppe r House ; no w the y als o spok e u p a t th e eucharisti c 
convention. 

The minister of industry did not merely hint in his speech at the existing 
cooperation betwee n churc h an d state : "th e governmen t i s beginning t o 
deal wit h socia l ill s in accordanc e wit h th e spiri t o f th e grea t Pope s an d 
on th e basi s o f Christia n love . I t i s assiste d i n thi s executio n o f it s re -
sponsibilities b y th e understandin g an d ai d o f th e churc h an d it s insti -
tutions." Th e decisiv e significanc e o f th e expressio n "t o dea l . . . in 
accordance wit h th e spiri t o f t h e . . . Popes an d o n th e basi s o f Christia n 
love" i s sufficientl y clea r i n ligh t o f th e declare d positio n o f th e churc h 
leaders i n th e Uppe r House . Quit e correctl y th e ministe r relie d o n th e 
example se t by "medieva l Christia n regimes, " which functione d "o n th e 
basis of Christian love." It was well known that those regimes were hardly 
based o n socia l justice , an d th e attitude s towar d thei r fello w huma n 
beings serve d a s shinin g example s t o b e followe d b y th e Hungaria n 
government. 

After thes e remark s b y th e ministe r o f industry , th e rankin g bishop , 
Gyula Glattfelder , ros e to expres s his agreement with th e stand take n b y 
the ministe r an d hi s appreciatio n o f th e ministe r fo r hi s participation i n 
the convention : 

The fac t tha t a  governmen t membe r i s participatin g i n thi s conventio n 
demonstrates tha t the ancient traditions ar e very much aliv e in our land , 
and in perfect condition. Nothing in our land is secular; even things which 
would see m to partake o f a  secular nature—such a s trade, industry, ma-
chines, and mechanics—are all interlinking with the most sublime goals.22 

The clos e relationshi p displaye d b y th e governmen t Je w persecutor s 
and the priesthood shed s light on the ideological backgroun d t o an even t 
that took place in Budapest while the convention was in session. A group 
of priest s marche d alon g on e o f th e avenue s o f th e capita l and , upo n 
arriving a t th e nationa l headquarter s o f th e Arrow-Cros s party , dippe d 
their flag s i n hono r o f th e resident s o f th e building . 
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The concluding speec h a t the eucharistic conventio n wa s delivere d b y 
Cardinal Seredi . He, too, spoke of love , and ende d hi s speech b y saying , 

If w e lov e God , w e shal l certainl y lov e ou r neighbors , tha t is , ou r 
brethren, both individually and in general, all together, just as we love the 
various strata of our society, just as we love the various people and nations 
of the world. 

We shal l thus , m y dea r brothers , b e consisten t i n thes e tw o love s of 
ours, in order that the hymn always rise up, everywhere, from every mouth, 
in proper respect : Jesus triumphs, Jesus rules, Jesus commands!13 

It is evident tha t th e "love o f th e peoples an d th e love of th e nations " 
mentioned b y Cardinal Sered i excluded the Jews at this critical and tragi c 
moment i n thei r histor y i n Hungary . 

It ha s alread y bee n note d tha t th e highest-rankin g gues t o f th e con -
vention wa s th e persona l representativ e o f th e pope , Cardina l Pacelli . 
Pacelli wa s know n t o b e a n intelligent , considered , an d coo l politician , 
well versed in the subjects in which he was engaged. It cannot be doubted 
that a  diploma t o f Pacelli' s statur e wa s wel l awar e o f th e anti-Jewis h 
legislative proces s tha t wa s i n motio n i n th e Hungaria n Parliamen t a t 
the ver y momen t o f hi s sojour n i n th e Hungaria n capital . I t migh t b e 
supposed tha t i n th e nam e o f Christia n kindnes s an d mercy , an d a s th e 
personal representativ e o f th e deput y o f th e founde r o f th e religio n o f 
love on earth , h e migh t tak e advantag e o f th e opportunit y an d rais e hi s 
voice agains t th e evi l bein g perpetrated befor e hi s ver y eyes . 

But Pacell i preferre d t o ignor e th e hat e an d fanaticis m tha t resulte d 
in the anti-Jewis h legislatio n and , instead , mad e pointe d mentio n o f th e 
"wonderful atmospher e o f love , th e contributio n o f Christianity, " tha t 
prevailed durin g th e conventio n period : 

This eucharistic convention has been held under conditions of love pangs. 
. . . We shall not settle for spreadin g the message of love; rather, we shall 
rather sprea d throughou t th e worl d th e doctrin e o f lov e i n action . Thi s 
love stems from ou r feelings , fro m th e throbbing o f our heart s an d fro m 
our far-seein g determination . Fro m thi s determination o f ours—whic h i s 
apparent only before God—ther e mus t develop day-by-day love-fille d ac -
tivity, which must succeed in overcoming the pettiness, conflict, quarreling, 
and egoism of both great and small Ou r love of God serves as a foun-
dation stone of our love of our neighbors . Our love of God revitalizes it , 
directs it , grants i t nobility , an d encourage s i t to carry ou t heroi c deeds. 
This neighborly love—this wonderful Christian contribution to the world— 
which canno t b e expressed eithe r i n figures or i n literature , exist s every-
where an d make s it s sublim e contributio n t o th e solutio n o f th e ragin g 
problems o f socia l distress , and w e shal l b e worthy o f i t only i f ou r en -
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couragement o f lov e i s fro m no w o n th e alph a an d omeg a o f ou r entir e 
existence/4 

Pacelli mad e n o attemp t t o clarif y th e natur e o f th e "exampl e o f lov e 
in act ion " h e discerne d i n th e Hungaria n capita l an d th e lik e o f whic h 
he desire d t o "sprea d throughou t th e world . " 

Even i f Pacell i mad e n o direc t mentio n o f th e Jews , h e di d refe r t o 
them indirectly : 

Jesus conquers! He who so often was the recipient of the rage of his enemies, 
he wh o suffere d th e persecution s o f thos e o f who m h e wa s one , h e shal l 
be triumphan t i n th e futur e a s wel l A s oppose d t o th e foe s o f Jesus , 
who crie d ou t t o hi s face , "Crucif y him!"—w e sin g hi m hymn s o f ou r 
loyalty an d ou r love . We ac t i n thi s fashion , no t ou t o f bitterness , no t ou t 
of a  sens e o f superiority , no t ou t o f arroganc e towar d thos e whos e lip s 
curse hi m an d whos e heart s rejec t hi m eve n today/ 5 

(He i s quote d i n th e ver y sam e publicatio n a s attackin g th e Communist s 
and mentionin g th e pope' s warnin g agains t thi s danger. ) 

Pacelli relie d o n hi s audience , realizin g tha t hint s woul d suffic e an d 
that h e ha d n o nee d t o specif y th e identit y an d name s o f thos e foe s o f 
Jesus wh o ha d crie d ou t t o hi s face , "Crucif y him! " H e wa s sur e tha t 
his audienc e understoo d hi m well . 

Pacelli's commen t tha t towar d th e foe s o f Jesus "w e ac t i n this fashion , 
not ou t o f bitterness , no t ou t o f a  sens e o f superiority , no t ou t o f arrog -
ance" wa s tinge d wit h mor e tha n a  littl e cynicism . H o w els e i s on e t o 
interpret hi s ignorin g th e suffering s o f thos e persecuted ? 

The appearanc e o f the heads o f stat e and churc h befor e th e participant s 
in th e eucharisti c convention , an d th e speeche s the y made , prepare d 
hitherto untrodde n path s i n th e field  o f Hungaria n Christia n relation s 
with thei r Jewis h neighbors . Eve n befor e th e eucharisti c conventio n an d 
before th e anti-Jewis h legislation , hostil e statement s mad e b y leader s o f 
church an d stat e regardin g th e Jew s wer e no t uncommon . Nevertheless , 
after th e adoptio n o f th e anti-Jewis h act , discriminatio n agains t th e Jew s 
took o n a  sea l o f officia l approval . Th e motive s behin d thi s legislatio n 
were ver y fa r fro m th e "comprehensiv e love " th e eucharisti c conventio n 
spoke s o muc h about . Thi s ca n onl y indicat e tha t th e speaker s a t th e 
convention intende d t o hin t unambiguousl y t o thei r listener s tha t thi s 
"comprehensive love " wa s no t t o includ e th e Jewis h population . 

In the  Wake  of  the  Acfs  Adoption 
The adoptio n o f th e first  anti-Jewis h ac t di d no t resul t i n th e solutio n o f 
" the Jewish problem, " i t did no t remov e th e Jewish topi c fro m th e publi c 
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agenda, an d i t ha d n o noticeabl e tranquilizin g effect . Th e atmospher e 
was saturate d wit h antisemiti c emotion/ 6 

The leader s o f th e Christia n churche s contribute d no t a  littl e t o th e 
repeated discussion s an d debate s tha t th e Jewish topi c wa s subjecte d t o 
in various public arenas. They addressed the Jewish topic again and agai n 
in public discussion. They generally dealt with the subject from two points 
of view—th e limitation s impose d b y th e ac t upo n th e Jews ; an d th e 
damage don e b y th e legislatio n t o th e validit y o f Jews ' conversion s t o 
Christianity, a s wel l a s th e correspondin g har m don e t o th e Christia n 
churches. 

The followin g excerpt s sho w clearl y that , wit h regar d t o th e first 
viewpoint, th e representatives o f the churches supported th e governmen t 
unreservedly; they justified th e government's actio n and even encourage d 
the governmen t t o continu e wit h th e anti-Jewis h legislatio n an d t o en -
trench i t eve n mor e deeply . Wit h regar d t o th e secon d consideration , 
however, the priesthood raised its voice in protest against those legislative 
definitions that , i n it s opinion , violate d bot h churc h autonom y an d th e 
sanctity o f th e conversio n process . 

The Reforme d churc h hel d a  nationa l conventio n o f it s Societ y o f 
Spiritual Leaders . Th e conventio n too k plac e i n th e tow n o f Debrecen , 
the stronghol d o f Hungaria n Calvinism . Participant s include d th e hea d 
of th e Hungaria n Reforme d church , Bisho p Laszl o Ravasz , an d man y 
other church leader s from al l parts o f the country, as well as several fro m 
abroad. 

A gues t lecture r fro m England , Conra d Hoffmann , th e secretar y o f 
the Worl d Missionar y Movemen t t o th e Jews, spok e o f th e reason s fo r 
antisemitism. Th e speake r prove d t o b e generou s t o th e Jews i n statin g 
that they were not the only ones responsible fo r antisemitism : "Th e Jews 
alone ar e no t t o b e accused o f antisemitism . Christians , too , mus t suffe r 
pangs o f conscienc e regardin g antisemitism , fo r the y hav e no t bee n suc -
cessful i n convertin g th e Jews t o Christianity." 27 

References t o th e convert s wer e ambivalent . O n th e on e hand , Chris -
tianity claim s tha t th e wa y t o Christia n fait h i s ope n t o everyone , an d 
that one' s racia l origin s ar e powerles s t o preven t on e fro m takin g th e 
route t o salvatio n tha t Christianit y offers . O n th e othe r hand , however , 
accepting "the new Christians" into Christian Hungaria n societ y clashe d 
with th e outlook o f th e member s o f tha t society . A further complicatio n 
was introduced b y the opinion prevalen t a t the time, both amon g churc h 
leaders an d amon g th e leader s o f secula r Hungary , tha t Hungarianis m 
and Christianit y wer e on e an d th e sam e indivisibl e concept/ 8 

Well awar e o f thi s problem , on e Bel a Papp , a  spiritua l leade r fro m 
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the town o f Vac, spoke up a t the convention: "Wit h regar d t o our desir e 
that th e Jews becom e goo d Christians , w e mus t no t assum e tha t ever y 
Jew wh o convert s t o Christianit y wil l als o becom e a  goo d Hungarian , 
just a s we would no t wan t ever y Negro, Turk, o r Chines e who convert s 
to becom e Hungaria n a s well."* 9 

In thi s wa y th e speake r foun d a n elegan t escap e fro m th e obligatio n 
imposed upo n hi m b y Christianit y wit h regar d t o hi s attitud e towar d 
converts. I t wa s impossibl e t o preven t th e convert s fro m joinin g th e 
believers in Christianity, for once they had converted they were Christians 
in every respect, but i t was possible to block thei r progress toward mem -
bership i n Hungaria n society . 

It should b e noted tha t th e speake r base d hi s concep t o f blockin g th e 
progress o f th e Jew s upo n thei r racia l origins . Thi s racis t concep t wa s 
expressed b y a  man o f th e cloth , a t a  conventio n o f spiritua l leaders , i n 
the presence o f the head o f hi s church. The speaker als o added tha t "th e 
Christian churche s shoul d vie w Judaism a s idolatr y leadin g awa y fro m 
Jesus."30 

Bishop Laszlo Ravasz summed up the convention discussions . He, too, 
referred t o Judais m i n a  simila r vein , declaring , "W e shal l neve r caus e 
the Jews joinin g u s t o fee l tha t the y ar e person s o f th e secon d class , o f 
inferior standing." 31 Th e bishop' s messag e cam e ove r clearly : a s long a s 
Jews refrained fro m joinin g the bishop's faith , an d remained Jewish, they 
were second-class persons , of inferio r standing . The bishop succeede d i n 
expressing succinctly the conceptual basis of the Hungarian government' s 
anti-Jewish legislation : th e Jew s wer e justifiabl y bein g discriminate d 
against, sinc e they wer e inferio r t o Christia n citizen s o f th e state . 

A short tim e late r th e Evangelica l churc h hel d a  distric t synod . In  hi s 
speech the head of the church in Hungary, Bishop Sandor Raffay, referre d 
to th e anti-Jewis h legislation , saying , 

I shall not deal with the question of the degree of need for this legislation. 
Neither shal l I enter into a  debate on the question o f the extent to which 
the one-sided an d egoisti c behavior o f th e Jews brought abou t thi s legis-
lation Bu t for th e sake of truth , i t must be stated tha t thi s legislation 
is not as cruel as it seems at first glance.32 The legislation interests us only 
insofar a s it causes many of our believers spiritual suffering an d gnawing 
anxiety Thos e in our midst who seek the tranquillity o f belief in Jesus 
Christ w e regar d wit h understandin g brotherl y love , fo r suc h i s th e re -
quirement of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 33 

The ideas expressed b y the heads of the two Protestan t churche s wer e 
similar. Thei r referenc e t o "understandin g brotherl y love " was aime d a t 
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converts only . Th e hea d o f th e Evangelica l churc h ha d n o goo d word s 
to sa y o f th e Jew s excep t fo r th e statemen t tha t "th e legislatio n i s no t 
cruel." Thi s wa s th e spiri t i n whic h h e interpreted , i t woul d seem , th e 
"requirement o f th e Gospe l o f Jesus Christ. " 

The bishop of the Evangelical church in Transdanubia, Bela Kapi, sent 
a Shepherd' s Epistl e t o al l th e priest s i n hi s district , i n whic h he , too , 
dealt with the anti-Jewish legislation : "Ou r churc h happily congratulate s 
the government o n it s efforts aime d a t introducing a  Christian spiri t int o 
our economic , cultural , an d socia l lives , an d w e willingl y offe r th e as -
sistance o f ou r force s i n carryin g ou t thi s correctiv e activity. " furthe r 
along i n hi s epistle , he criticize d th e fac t tha t "alon g wit h th e numerou s 
constructive regulations in the act limiting the activities of the Jews, there 
is a  deficienc y whereb y stat e institution s hav e usurpe d th e authorit y t o 
decide upo n th e validit y o f th e conversio n o f certai n convert s t o Chris -
tianity." Nevertheless , th e epistl e end s wit h a  declaration : "Ou r Evan -
gelical church look s with Christia n spiri t upon the anti-Jewish legislatio n 
and th e problem s accompanyin g it." 34 

The Catholi c churc h di d no t stan d idl y by , observin g it s Protestan t 
sisters a t work . A t a  syno d hel d wit h th e participatio n o f th e Catholi c 
populace i n the town o f Ersekujvar , Bel a Bangha , a  high-ranking priest , 
made hi s appearance . I n hi s speec h he , too , referre d t o th e fea r tha t th e 
act migh t violat e th e sanctit y o f Christia n conversion . Th e speake r 
showed hi s understanding o f th e considerations o f th e legislators o n thi s 
point, wonderin g i f ever y cas e o f conversio n indicate d a  substantia l 
change fo r th e bette r i n the life o f the convert , a  change tha t migh t brin g 
about hi s spiritua l purification : 

The proble m i s a  difficul t one , fo r th e ac t o f conversio n i n itsel f doe s 
not guarante e th e simultaneou s onse t o f a  desir e fo r a  spiritua l assimi -
latory proces s O n th e othe r hand , i t woul d b e a  bi g mistak e fo r u s 
not t o tak e sufficientl y int o accoun t th e revelatio n o f a  fran k desir e fo r 
such assimilation bein g expressed i n the very ac t of conversion . I t would 
likewise b e a n ignorin g o f justice . We mus t no t adop t suc h step s a s d o 
not regar d conversio n itsel f a s o f sufficien t importance , step s tha t ma y 
lead t o a  confrontation betwee n churc h an d stat e on the question o f th e 
interpretation o f th e concep t o f Christianity . Suc h a  confrontatio n i s 
liable to take place in our Christian state Eve n if there do exist certain 
difficulties i n finding a solution to this problem, the legislator must act in 
such a way that, on the one hand, he succeeds in rejecting efficiently thos e 
undesirable elements which have penetrated th e realms of economics and 
society, while on the other, he must not harm people who have for man y 
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years no w bee n followin g innocentl y an d truthfull y i n th e footstep s o f 
Jesus.35 

An impressiv e expressio n o f th e suppor t o f th e Catholi c churc h fo r 
the anti-Jewis h legislatio n wa s reveale d i n a  pres s ite m reportin g a 
Synod o f Catholi c Bishops . The syno d wa s hel d i n th e cardinal' s palac e 
in Budapest , wit h th e participatio n o f representative s o f th e tw o 
branches o f th e Catholi c churc h i n Hungary : th e Lati n branc h an d th e 
Greek one . Cardina l Sered i chaire d th e conference . Th e newspape r 
reports that , regardin g th e Jewish question , th e syno d rule d a s follows : 
"The Syno d register s wit h satisfactio n th e fac t tha t th e Roya l Govern -
ment o f Hungar y strive s t o defen d th e interest s o f th e Christia n publi c 
in face o f Jewish spiritua l domination . Furthermore , the Synod expresse s 
the opinio n o f th e Catholi c churc h concernin g th e sanctit y o f Chris -
tianity regardin g converts. " Th e pape r add s tha t th e Syno d o f Bishop s 
referred th e conten t o f it s discussio n t o th e "mos t authorize d stat e 
institutions."36 

The protoco l o f th e session reporte d b y the press reflect s th e bishops ' 
honest anxiet y concernin g bot h th e convert s t o Christianit y an d th e 
status o f th e church ; a t th e sam e time , i t als o reflect s thei r negativ e 
attitude towar d th e Jews agains t who m th e propose d ac t wa s directed . 
The cardina l reporte d a t th e sessio n tha t i n discussion s h e ha d hel d 
with th e prime minister and with the minister fo r religio n an d education , 
he had pointed ou t the basic deficiency o f the proposed ac t in classifyin g 
certain convert s a s Jews . Th e cardina l ha d eve n expresse d hi s opinio n 
that "th e legislatio n shoul d b e based^o n element s o f justic e an d o n th e 
concept o f lovin g one' s neighbor, " emphasizin g tha t h e considere d i t 
"very importan t t o limi t th e activit y o f th e Jew s an d t o remov e th e 
Jewish spiri t fro m th e publi c an d economi c domains , a s wel l a s fro m 
additional walk s o f life. " Th e reason s fo r thi s struggl e wer e "th e sam e 
reasons whic h le d th e churc h i n ou r homelan d t o oppos e bitterl y th e 
liberal outloo k eve r sinc e th e grantin g o f ful l recognitio n t o th e Jewis h 
religion."37 

The cardina l raise d idea s concernin g th e genera l substanc e o f th e act , 
stating tha t "justic e an d injustic e ar e served i n confusio n i n s o general a 
hill, and i t wnnlH he preferahle fo r the hill to base the limitation of Jewish 
activity o n a n individua l basis. " Th e cardina l wa s worrie d b y anothe r 
aspect o f th e bill : 

Whether we classify th e Jews as a religious community o r a s a race, this 
legislation may provide a dangerous precedent if the treatment of Jews in 
our homelan d i s applied t o people o f othe r race s a s well, or t o those of 
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other religiou s communities Nevertheless , it i s necessary to take addi-
tional measure s agains t th e Jews . W e mus t uproot  decisivel y al l thos e 
phenomena tha t Judais m ha s introduce d int o ou r economic , ou r social , 
and our public lives, as well as into our legal system. 
The bishop s takin g par t i n thi s discussio n expresse d thei r fear s tha t 

the sanctit y o f conversio n t o Christianit y migh t b e violate d b y th e pro -
posed legislation , and spok e up in defense o f those in their congregation s 
who ha d nothin g whateve r i n commo n wit h "th e Jewis h spirit. " Fur -
thermore, the y brough t u p th e proble m o f th e offsprin g o f mixe d 
marriages. 

Especially noteworth y i n th e discussio n o f th e syno d o f bishop s wa s 
the fac t tha t n o on e spok e u p agains t th e ver y ide a o f anti-Jewis h 
legislation. O n th e contrary , thei r suppor t o f th e legislatio n wa s mad e 
very clear . "Th e Bisho p o f Szekesfeherva r stresse s tha t th e syno d o f 
bishops wa s unanimou s i n it s desir e t o pu t a n en d t o th e Jewis h 
destructiveness." H e wa s supporte d b y th e apostoli c delegat e o f Rozs -
nyo, wh o als o demande d "tha t additional , ver y firm  step s b e take n t o 
remove th e Jewis h spirit , step s tha t wil l effectivel y preven t th e sprea d 
of th e idea s o f th e Social-Democrats , o f th e Freemasons , an d o f th e 
Communists." T o conclud e th e debat e i t wa s decide d tha t tw o bishop s 
would mee t wit h th e prim e ministe r an d pu t t o hi m th e stan d o f th e 
Synod o f Bishops. 38 

Thus, w e hav e befor e u s th e clea r an d unifor m opinio n o f th e thre e 
great churche s o f Hungar y a s i t wa s expresse d b y thei r leaders . Sinc e 
these opinion s wer e phrase d an d expresse d b y the me n a t th e pinnacle s 
of th e churc h hierarchies , an d considerin g th e authoritaria n atmospher e 
prevalent i n th e churches , i t i s ver y likel y tha t th e priesthoo d a t al l 
levels viewe d thes e expression s o f opinio n a s statement s o f polic y tha t 
were t o b e followed , an d i n th e ligh t o f whic h thei r flock s wer e t o b e 
led. 

It should b e noted tha t the opinions of the church leader s as expressed 
by the m an d a s adduce d abov e wer e no t voice d durin g debat e i n an y 
particular foru m an d were not state d unde r condition s o f extreme stress . 
These wer e opinion s expresse d b y respecte d leader s an d voice d unde r 
the tranqui l condition s o f churc h conventions . Th e view s o f th e churc h 
leaders as they were published in the various media presented to member s 
of th e government , o f Parliament , an d o f the Upper House , a s well a s t o 
the priesthoo d an d th e genera l public , a  clea r pictur e o f thei r attitud e 
toward th e Jewish proble m an d o f thei r approac h t o the anti-Jewis h act . 
The bodie s entruste d wit h thi s legislatio n wer e give n a  clea r signa l o f 
approval fo r thei r past activities . With regar d to the future, the y receive d 

....



IOO ANTI-JEWISH LEGISLATIO N 

a gree n ligh t t o continu e wit h th e legislation , a s wel l a s encouragemen t 
from th e highes t spiritua l authoritie s i n Hungary t o broade n th e bas e of 
the legislatio n an d t o deepe n it . 

The Second  Anti-Jewish  Act 

In mid-Novembe r 1938 , les s tha n si x month s afte r th e adoptio n o f th e 
first anti-Jewis h act , Imred i announce d hi s intentio n o f pressin g fo r th e 
adoption o f furthe r anti-Jewis h legislation : 

Our countr y ha s an extremely delicat e problem whic h w e have to meet , 
just a s we meet al l our problems . I  am speakin g o f th e Jewish problem . 
. . . We must reexamine the standpoints which guided us up until now, so 
as to find a solution enabling us to restore the leadership of the Christian 
elements in this country bot h in the press and in economic life.39 

The forma l excus e exploite d b y the prim e ministe r fo r th e additiona l 
anti-Jewish legislatio n wa s tha t "wit h th e liberatio n o f lan d fro m Sout h 
Slovakia an d it s restoration t o Hungary , th e relativ e numbe r o f Jews i n 
the populatio n gre w larger. " Imred i hinte d her e a t th e beginnin g o f th e 
dismemberment o f Czechoslovakia , whic h ha d begu n i n the fal l o f 193 8 
and ha d resulte d i n a  gai n o f 1,040,00 0 ne w resident s fo r Hungary , 
including eighty-seve n thousan d Jews. 40 This Jewish incremen t mad e al -
most n o differenc e i n th e percentage o f Jews i n th e entir e populatio n o f 
Hungary, an d s o i t i s unlikely tha t thi s wa s th e rea l motiv e drivin g th e 
government to additional, stricter anti-Jewish legislation. It is more likely 
that Imred i wa s awar e o f th e moo d prevalen t i n Hungary , includin g th e 
vehement antisemiti c emotions rife among the Hungarian masses . Imredi 
had n o intentio n o f bein g outdon e b y th e masses. 41 

Imredi approache d hi s legislativ e goa l energetically . A  committee ap -
pointed b y his party t o prepare the details o f the proposed ac t convene d 
promptly. H e participated, a s did the ministe r o f la w who als o served a s 
the national chairman o f the party, as did high-ranking officials i n charge 
of th e practica l preparatio n o f th e proposed act. 4* 

The bil l was tabled i n Parliament o n Decembe r 23 , 1938. At the tim e 
Parliament was recessed for the Christmas vacation, and so was convened 
especially fo r thi s purpose . Whil e presentin g th e bil l Imred i remarke d 
cynically tha t h e was presentin g th e Jews wit h a  Christma s present. 43 

The basi c ide a o f th e secon d anti-Jewis h ac t wa s tha t fro m the n on , 
one's Jewishnes s woul d b e determine d no t accordin g t o one' s religiou s 
beliefs bu t rathe r accordin g t o one' s racia l origins . Th e ministeria l ex -
planation attache d t o th e bil l stated , " A perso n belongin g t o th e Jewish 
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denomination i s a t th e sam e tim e a  membe r o f th e Jewis h racia l com -
munity an d i t i s natura l tha t th e cessatio n o f membershi p i n th e Jewis h 
denomination doe s no t resul t i n an y chang e i n tha t person' s associatio n 
with th e racia l community." 44 

The propose d bil l intende d t o reduc e stil l furthe r th e percentag e o f 
Jews activ e i n th e variou s fields.  Contrastin g wit h th e 2 0 percen t fixed 
in th e first  anti-Jewis h act , th e secon d anti-Jewis h bil l fixed a  maximu m 
of 6  percent for Jewish activity. This percentage was approximately equa l 
to th e percentag e o f Jew s i n th e genera l population . Th e ac t aime d a t 
bringing abou t a  changin g o f th e guar d i n th e realm s o f economic s an d 
culture, i n favo r o f th e Hungaria n middl e class . "Th e objec t o f th e bil l 
is tha t capita l i n Hungar y shoul d wor k unde r Christia n direction, " an -
nounced Imredi. 45 

At a  sessio n o f th e parliamentar y committee , Korne l Keleme n rea d 
out a  declaratio n i n th e nam e o f th e oppositio n an d i n th e nam e o f hi s 
party, th e independen t Nationa l Christia n party : "Fo r th e sak e o f de -
fending th e Hungaria n rac e w e ar e prepared t o vot e fo r an y bil l servin g 
the goo d o f th e natio n an d it s future." 46 

The chairman o f the United Christian party, Count Janos Zichy, mad e 
mention o f hi s antisemiti c past , sayin g tha t h e "ha s bee n fighting  fo r 
forty-four year s agains t Jewis h domination . Th e Clerica l People' s part y 
once wa s a n objec t o f genera l hatred , merel y becaus e i t attempte d t o 
prevent th e Jewis h questio n fro m becomin g a  genera l problem. " Th e 
speaker wen t o n t o criticiz e th e propose d ac t fo r determinin g whic h o f 
the convert s t o Christianit y woul d b e considere d Christian . "Accordin g 
to th e Christia n view , ever y conver t i s a  Christian. " H e admitte d th e 
difficulty i n applyin g thi s vie w i n practic e withi n th e framewor k o f th e 
act under consideration , fo r the n "thousand s an d ten s o f thousand s wil l 
come beggin g t o convert." 47 

Another speake r a t th e committe e session , Lajo s Makray , announce d 
that h e wa s basin g hi s view s o n tha t o f th e churc h an d o n th e Catholi c 
outlook: 

While it is true that the proposed ac t does not violate Catholic principles, 
yet it violates the concept of purification o f the soul which underlies con-
version I  have nothing against the proposed act itself, and thus it would 
be preferable to make those changes in it which would enable its adoption 
without any doubts or pangs of conscience.48 

The atmospher e o f antisemiti c incitemen t continue d whil e th e pro -
posed bil l wa s debated . Th e peopl e sa w tha t th e vas t majorit y o f thos e 
who wer e oppose d t o som e paragrap h o r othe r o f th e propose d bill — 
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mainly concerning the converts to Christianity—did no t avoid expressin g 
their antisemiti c opinions . "Ther e i s n o questio n bu t tha t w e hav e t o 
expel th e Jew s fro m economics , fro m culture , an d fro m politics . N o 
matter ho w stron g th e idea o f 'genera l lov e of mankind ' i s in ou r midst , 
we hav e t o safeguar d Hungarianis m agains t th e surplu s economi c an d 
cultural spiri t of the Jews," one of the speakers, one Janos Szeder, stated . 
His statemen t reflecte d th e viewpoin t o f mos t o f th e participant s i n th e 
debate.49 

No wonder , then , tha t durin g th e debat e o n th e propose d bil l ther e 
took plac e a  murderou s attac k o n th e worshipper s a t th e centra l syn -
agogue o f th e Neologic congregation o n Dohan y Stree t i n Budapest . O n 
February 2 , 1938 , a  Frida y night , a s th e congregatio n wa s comin g ou t 
of th e synagogue , han d grenade s wer e hurle d a t them . On e perso n wa s 
killed, and twenty-two wounded. The investigation pointed to the Arrow-
Cross party . I t i s reasonabl e t o assum e tha t th e prevailin g hate-fille d 
atmosphere, largely nourished b y the antisemitic expressions voiced bot h 
in th e parliamentar y debat e an d elsewhere , contribute d considerabl y t o 
preparing publi c opinio n fo r th e attack . 

A few day s afte r th e grenad e attac k i n Budapest , Imred i appeare d a t 
a part y conventio n i n th e tow n o f Szekesfehervar . A s coul d hav e bee n 
expected, he spoke of the Jewish question without touching on the attac k 
on th e worshippers . "Christianit y i s no t a  mer e slogan , bu t rathe r a n 
innermost experience . Durin g th e mos t recen t decade s a  foreig n spiri t 
has taken ove r various fields of Hungaria n cultura l life , and a s we striv e 
to restor e t o ourselve s thes e positions , w e hav e nee d o f a  health y Hun -
garian spirit." 50 

The Unite d Christia n part y hel d a  meetin g i n whic h th e member s o f 
its faction s i n Parliamen t an d i n th e Uppe r Hous e too k part . Afte r th e 
discussions th e followin g resolutio n wa s adopted : "I n accordanc e wit h 
its already-existin g program , th e Part y welcome s th e adoptio n o f th e 
aims o f th e anti-Jewis h legislatio n an d record s happil y th e amendment s 
accepted b y the prime ministe r i n accordance with th e Party position." 51 

The amendment s refe r t o th e proble m o f th e converts . 
For reasons irrelevant to the scope of this paper, the regent of Hungary , 

Admiral Horthy , decide d t o dismis s Prim e Ministe r Imredi . A  notewor -
thy, piquan t detai l i s tha t th e direc t excus e fo r hi s dismissa l wa s th e 
revelation tha t Imredi' s fathe r ha d bee n Jewish. Whe n rumor s bega n t o 
circulate i n Budapes t abou t Imredi' s Jewishness , h e trie d t o den y them , 
but whe n Horth y place d befor e hi m document s testifyin g t o hi s Jewish-
ness, he was force d t o accep t th e verdic t an d resign. 52 

In Imredi' s stea d th e regen t appointe d Coun t Pa l Telek i a s prim e 
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minister o n Februar y 16 , 1939 . H e ha d serve d a s ministe r o f cultur e an d 
education i n Imredi' s government . 

Teleki wa s a  professo r o f geograph y an d wa s considere d a n intellec -
tual. I n cartograph y h e ha d wo n internationa l acclai m an d status . H e 
had bee n on e o f Horthy ' s "me n o f Szeged " wh o ha d brough t abou t th e 
counterrevolution o f 1919 . H e ha d serve d a s prim e ministe r fro m Jul y 
1920 t o Apri l 1921 . Durin g hi s ter m o f offic e Hungar y ha d passe d it s 
"numerus clausus " act , which impose d limit s on Jewish yout h wit h regar d 
to universit y study , whil e durin g hi s secon d ter m o f offic e a s prim e min -
ister, h e ha d th e secon d anti-Jewis h ac t adopted , a s w e shal l se e below . 
As Katzbur g put s it , " thu s h e symbolize d th e continuit y o f Hungar ia n 
anti-Jewish polic y throughou t th e period." 5 3 

Katzburg state s further : 

His anti-Jewis h ideolog y wa s base d o n th e broa d historica l an d socia l 
conception o f a  scholar , combine d wit h a  dee p inne r convictio n an d fun -
damental religiosity . Thes e characteristics , togethe r wit h hi s considerabl e 
personal prestige, added weight to his views. Dezso Sulyok describes Teleki 
as a  "deep roote d antisemite , the mos t unaccommodatin g anti-Jewis h pol -
itician of the Trianon period . In his quiet, contemplative , and sof t manner , 
he stoo d u p agains t th e Jewis h nationa l minorit y mor e decidedl y tha n 
anyone else. " Teleki' s antisemitis m wa s furthe r buttresse d b y hi s racia l 
ideology.54 

The historia n Macartne y describe s Telek i a s " a mos t dedicate d Cath -
olic I n hi s philosophica l outloo k o n societ y an d politics , th e bar b o f 
nationalistic roughnes s wa s remove d b y hi s delicat e an d profoun d Chris -
tianity Oppressio n an d injustic e wer e opposed , accordin g t o hi s out -
look, t o th e law s o f humanit y an d o f Christianity." 55 

As a  membe r o f th e Imred i cabinet , Telek i participate d i n th e prep -
aration o f th e propose d secon d anti-Jewis h act . H e compose d th e ideo -
logical basi s tha t wa s attache d t o th e bill . A s h e himsel f says , h e wa s th e 
most radica l membe r o f th e Imred i governmen t o n th e Jewish question. 56 

In on e o f hi s speeche s i n th e Uppe r Hous e h e deal t a t lengt h wit h hi s 
theoretical view s o f Judais m an d th e proble m i t wa s causin g th e Hun -
garian people . I n hi s opinion , th e Jew s 

are a  racia l grou p livin g accordin g t o a  traditio n thousand s o f year s old . 
Consequently Jewis h though t ha s remaine d uniqu e an d close d t o it s en -
vironment W e ca n spea k o f a  race , bu t I  pu t th e stres s o n th e four -
thousand-year-old Jewis h tradition . Thei r close d lifestyl e stil l exists , an d 
is unlikely to change, not even by means of conversion. This is not a  matte r 
of mer e religion , bu t rathe r on e combinin g religiou s an d nationa l aspects . 
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The religio n i s merely on e o f th e component s o f th e entirety , an d thoug h 
their religion may change, much of their original world of thought remains . 
. . . Assimilation i s especiall y difficul t fo r us , fo r Christia n societ y ha s al -
ready absorbe d tha t worl d o f though t whic h Judais m bring s wit h i t fro m 
the Orien t an d fro m th e Occident—mainl y i n th e economi c field,  thoug h 
also i n othe r walk s o f life , especiall y theater , th e press , an d othe r fields 
shaping publi c opinion. 57 

These word s o f commentar y com e throug h clearl y i n th e ministeria l 
explanation adde d t o th e propose d secon d anti-Jewis h act , whic h wa s 
apparently compose d b y Telek i himself. 58 

Teleki spelle d ou t hi s practica l approac h t o th e Jewis h proble m les s 
than a  fortnigh t afte r hi s appointmen t a s prim e minister . O n Februar y 
28, 1939 , Telek i appeare d a t a  rall y o f th e Urba n Christia n part y fo r 
Hungarian Life , whic h controlle d th e Budapes t municipality , wher e h e 
was electe d part y leader. 59 

Teleki bega n b y recallin g memorie s o f hi s firs t step s i n politics , whic h 
he too k 

under th e tutelag e an d influenc e o f Karol y Wolf . We lef t Szege d togethe r 
with Gombos , ou r leader , th e regent , al l unite d i n orde r t o carr y ou t a 
certain task in which we are still engaged W e feared tha t after th e initial 
enthusiasm, after the first Christian reaction to the war and to Communis m 
[he wa s referrin g t o th e whit e counterrevolutio n an d th e Whit e Terror] , 
we woul d retur n t o th e situatio n whic h wa s prevalen t befor e th e Worl d 
War. Bu t this i s not so . It turned ou t tha t th e war an d th e economic crisi s 
which followe d i t wer e mer e symptom s o f th e grea t spiritua l crisi s th e 
world i s experiencing . 

Our presen t Christia n reactio n i s not a  reaction t o the World War , bu t 
rather ou r reactio n t o th e liberalis m an d materialis m o f th e nineteent h 
century an d o f th e earl y twentiet h century . This approac h o f our s i s con -
nected wit h th e fac t tha t w e ar e a t presen t engage d i n ou r final  struggl e 
against Judaism . A  final  struggle , bu t no t a n eas y one . Th e struggl e wil l 
not en d withi n thre e month s o r eve n si x months , no t eve n withi n a  yea r 
or two . I t i s a  grea t an d drawn-ou t struggle , whos e dimension s sui t th e 
matter i t i s intende d t o dea l wit h Thi s struggl e ma y perhap s involv e 
difficulties, an d w e mus t stat e thi s openly , fo r i f the Christia n populac e i s 
unaware o f thi s fact , i t wil l b e unabl e t o withstan d th e burde n o f th e 
struggle Ove r th e pas t twent y year s w e hav e undergon e som e difficul t 
periods, bu t w e hav e neve r despaired , w e hav e neve r give n up . W e hav e 
remained unite d under the banner o f Karol y Wolf; we have continued ou r 
struggle an d hav e neve r forsake n th e banner . 

Our pla n i s a s follows : t o persever e i n ou r struggl e fo r th e Christia n 
idea, an d i n th e en d w e wil l triumph ! 

....
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Our hope s fo r victor y ar e especiall y bolstere d u p her e i n ou r capita l 
city, fo r thi s i s wher e ou r strengt h wa s first fired  b y th e strengt h o f th e 
enthusiasm an d charismatic personalit y o f our leader , Karol y Wolf. 60 

Teleki lef t n o doub t i n th e heart s o f hi s audienc e tha t h e intende d t o 
outline hi s polic y regardin g th e Jews an d th e Jewish proble m i n accord -
ance wit h th e blunt , antisemiti c exampl e se t by Karol y Wolf . An d s o h e 
did. 

At tha t sam e rall y Telek i wa s warml y praise d b y hi s predecessor , th e 
former prim e minister , Imredi : 

Teleki's word s hav e mad e a  dee p impressio n o n ou r hearts , fo r h e is 
one o f th e mos t vetera n fighters  fo r th e Christia n ide a I  know tha t i n 
Count Teleki' s personalit y suc h a  fighter  fo r the Christian ide a take s ove r 
the scepte r o f leadership a s will, by his force o f wil l and his perseverance, 
bring thes e idea s t o fruition . Th e request I  make o f al l those presen t her e 
is tha t the y serv e a s Teleki's faithfu l men-of-arms , jus t a s they hav e bee n 
the faithful men-of-arm s o f the Christian-national ide a over the past twenty 
years.61 

The chang e i n premiershi p ha d n o effec t upo n th e legislativ e proces s 
instituted i n th e Imred i period . Th e secon d anti-Jewis h bil l wa s place d 
before th e parliamentar y committee , approve d b y thirty-si x vote s t o 
twenty-six, an d brough t befor e th e parliamentar y plenu m fo r debate. 6 2 

The ministe r o f law , Andras Tasnadi-Nagy , presente d th e governmen t 
view o n th e subjec t o f anti-Jewis h legislation : 

It seems to me that no topic has been the subject o f such comprehensiv e 
and thorough publi c debate in such broad circle s as this one. The broades t 
circles o f society , o f thei r variou s strata , variou s association s an d organi -
zations, have considered i t Eve r since the month of November the press 
has deal t dail y wit h thi s topi c i n it s editorials , i n article s compose d b y 
experts. Certain paper s have even instituted specia l columns to discuss thi s 
topic. 

There is need fo r a  strong decisio n t o put this matte r i n order, no t only 
for th e welfare o f the nation, bu t also fo r the welfare o f the Jews.63 

The ministe r o f la w went o n t o den y allegation s tha t th e source o f th e 
anti-Jewish legislatio n wa s "foreig n influence" : 

Contrary t o thi s view , I  point ou t no t onl y th e Hungarian movement s o f 
1919 bu t als o th e adoptio n o f th e "Numeru s Clausus " Act , which too k 
place during Count Teleki's previous term of office a s prime minister. Tha t 
legislation was , in fact, th e initial step in the present legislation . I  also not e 
the foundin g i n 189 5 ° f t n e parliamentar y People' s party . Amon g th e 

....
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important goals of that party the idea of limiting the activity of the Jewish 
spirit and the desire to oppose Jewish domination were preeminent. 

He objected t o the accusation tha t th e present legislatio n containe d "an -
tisemitism pe r s e an d a  bruta l lac k o f humanity. 64 Thi s la w i s th e first 
step in the defense o f the Hungarian race , while economically i t is merely 
an extensio n o f th e anti-Jewis h ac t adopte d las t year W e mus t intro -
duce a  Hungarian spiri t int o our economi c lives , and thes e lives must b e 
dominated b y th e Christia n spirit." 65 

The Debate  in  the  Upper  House:  The  Stand  of  Church  Leaders 
After th e proposed la w was adopte d b y Parliament , i t was sen t ove r fo r 
debate in the Upper House , and was considered there initially by a "join t 
committee." Th e speake r o f th e Uppe r House , Laszl o Gorgey , sai d tha t 
"the spiri t of the Hungarian rac e lives in this proposal; i t solves the mos t 
important existentia l problem o f Hungarianism , open s a  new page in the 
relations between Hungarians and Jews, and ensures a national Christia n 
lifestyle."66 

The first  spokesma n i n th e debat e wa s Cardina l Justinia n Seredi , th e 
leader o f th e Catholi c churc h i n Hungary . I n hi s openin g remark s h e 
referred t o th e proble m o f th e converts , sayin g tha t ha d th e propose d 
act deal t onl y wit h blockin g th e Jews , h e woul d hav e relate d t o i t a s a 
legalist, b y virtu e o f hi s positio n a s a  membe r o f th e Uppe r House . 
However, since Christianity was entangled in every stage of the propose d 
act, h e woul d relat e t o i t a s a  representativ e o f th e church , fo r th e ver y 
people the law applie d t o were no t onl y Hungaria n citizen s bu t hi s con -
gregants as well, his Christian brethren: "If we are speaking of a Christian 
Hungary—and w e d o believ e tha t ou r countr y i s Christian—i t i s thu s 
self-evident tha t Christian concepts should be reflected in our legislation. " 
For thi s reason h e did no t vie w favorably th e fac t tha t th e proposed la w 
distinguished betwee n on e Christia n an d another . 

The cardinal went on to voice several practical proposals, the adoptio n 
of whic h woul d b e aime d a t preventin g th e Jew s fro m streamin g t o 
Hungary, infiltrating the country's borders, and receiving citizenship. The 
cardinal added , "I t is not sufficient t o make use of the law to block thos e 
Jews wh o shoul d b e blocked . I t i s als o importan t t o d o awa y wit h th e 
phenomena whic h th e Jews introduce d int o ou r publi c live s i n th e eco -
nomic an d socia l fields,  an d t o liquidat e tha t Jewis h spiri t becaus e o f 
which the government has seen fit to table the proposed bill." The cardinal 
stressed tha t h e wa s makin g hi s comment s i n th e nam e o f th e Syno d o f 

....
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Catholic Bishops , a  bod y tha t ha d n o desir e t o caus e th e governmen t an d 
the stat e an y difficultie s whatever . H e als o sa w fi t t o voic e hi s comment s 
"so tha t present-da y o r futur e reader s o f th e propose d bil l wil l b e abl e 
to rea d tha t th e Syno d o f Bishop s ha s base d itsel f o n th e ground s o f 
righteousness an d love." 6 7 

The nex t speake r wa s Bisho p Gyul a Glattfelder , bisho p o f Csanad . I n 
his speech h e elaborated o n th e concep t o f "spiri t ove r mat ter " an d spok e 
critically o f th e fac t tha t th e propose d la w di d no t sufficientl y recogniz e 
the purifyin g powe r o f Christianity . Consequently , i t di d no t recogniz e 
the convert s a s absolut e Christians . 

The bisho p mentione d favorabl y an d picturesquel y th e vetera n anti -
semites wh o ha d use d t o b e activ e i n th e Clerica l People' s party : "thos e 
who strov e t o restor e Christianit y t o it s pristin e glor y wer e bus y wit h 
the Jewis h proble m a t th e sam e tim e a s today' s policymaker s wer e stil l 
babes i n a rms. " 

Glattfelder wen t o n t o mentio n wha t h e calle d " th e Jewis h spirit" : 

Even thos e value s an d topic s viewe d b y th e Hungaria n natio n an d b y th e 
Christian religio n a s sacred an d worth y o f adoration , Judaism regarde d a s 
objects t o b e bargaine d ove r Sinc e th e propose d la w aim s t o restor e 
the balance , w e mus t accep t it . Th e conditio n i n whic h Christia n societ y 
finds itsel f require s emergenc y treatment . 

We mus t respec t th e publi c need , ye t w e mus t b e carefu l no t t o le t 
emotions o f hatre d o r injustic e overwhel m thi s specia l legislation . There -
fore: i f anyon e compare s thi s legislatio n wit h th e act s o f th e earl y Pope s 
and churc h prince s an d wit h th e sever e restriction s they , too , impose d o n 
the Jews—he ha d bette r not e the substantia l distinctio n betwee n imposin g 
restrictive decree s ou t o f praye r an d tear s an d doin g s o to th e accompan -
iment o f gyps y musi c an d indecen t language , fo r th e distinctio n i s no t 
merely on e o f style . 

The bisho p criticize d th e law' s attitud e towar d th e validit y o f th e 
conversion o t certai n converts , a s reflecte d i n th e openin g paragrap h o f 
the propose d law : 

Though w e accep t thi s propose d anti-Jewis h bill , ye t unde r n o circum -
stances ca n w e agre e t o th e tendenc y t o caus e Christian s harm . A  la w 
denying Christianit y severel y damage s th e fait h o f a  believin g Christian . 

Every defensiv e ac t aime d a t preventin g unworth y element s fro m pen -
etrating th e inne r sanctu m i s acceptable t o us . Nevertheless, in a  Christia n 
country ther e i s no wa y t o dives t Christian s o f th e validity o f thei r Chris -
tianity. We cannot agree that the conditions of converts and assimilationist s 
be worse tha n thos e o f th e Galicia n mo b [Jew s who ha d migrate d durin g 
the las t fe w generation s fro m Galicia] . 

....
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The bisho p stresse d onc e agai n tha t h e ha d searche d i n vai n fo r rec -
ognition o f th e influenc e an d superiorit y o f th e spiri t i n th e propose d 
law: "The regard for jobs , wages, and percentages cannot ensure a Chris-
tian spiri t i n publi c lif e o r i n th e press . I f w e remov e th e Jews fro m th e 
editorial board s o f th e newspapers , bu t th e destructiv e Jewish spiri t re -
mains there , i t wil l b e a  mos t painfu l scandal." 68 

The bishop' s criticis m wa s aime d a t th e aforementione d first  para -
graph, in which he demanded amendments . Regarding the proposed la w 
in genera l an d regardin g hi s attitud e t o it s proponents , h e said , "Th e 
honorable prim e ministe r ma y res t assure d tha t h e enjoy s th e ful l con -
fidence o f th e Uppe r Hous e Th e onl y conclusio n t o b e drawn i s tha t 
since th e propose d bil l i s suppose d t o ensur e th e lif e o f th e Christia n 
public i n thi s stat e room , i t should b e adopted i n general , while th e first 
paragraph o f th e propose d bil l shoul d b e opposed." 69 

The nex t speake r wa s Bisho p Laszl o Ravasz , hea d o f th e Hungaria n 
Reformed church . Jus t lik e hi s predecessors , he , too , criticize d th e first 
paragraph o f th e propose d bil l an d it s definitions , whic h wer e liabl e t o 
cause harm t o the converts . He focused  o n th e significance o f th e assim -
ilation of the Jews and on the purifying spiritua l value of the assimilator y 
process. His overal l approac h t o the proposed la w resembled tha t o f hi s 
predecessors: th e la w wa s t o b e supported . 

There exists a Jewish problem which must be solved, while taking care to 
minimize the harm done to Hungarian Christians and ensuring them max-
imal advantages Th e proposal is based on the only right and acceptable 
point o f view: we are talking o f th e problem o f ou r struggl e agains t th e 
Jewish spirit. This topic may find its solution within the lengthy and com-
plex process of assimilation.. . and so a law must be formulated t o speed 
up the assimilatory process and neutralize all those factors which are liable 
to interfere wit h this process. Consequently we must adopt the law in its 
entirety, for rejecting it may bring about an even worse situation than we 
are in at the present time, a situation extremely difficult fo r the nation, for 
the Jews, for th e administration , an d fo r u s all. We must avoid bringin g 
about such a situation in which the ramifications o f this bill, proposed so 
as to free us of the focused and corruptive effects of Judaism, will be weaker 
than th e harm i t will have caused al l those ex-Jews who have become as 
us in their souls and in their Hungarianism. 70 

The representativ e o f th e Evangelica l churc h an d it s highest-rankin g 
official i n Hungary , Bisho p Sando r Raffay , repeate d th e mai n point s 
already made by his colleagues, the heads of the other Christian churches . 
He, too, spoke in favor o f assimilatio n an d agains t the stipulation o f th e 
proposed law , accordin g t o whic h eve n afte r conversion , th e conver t 

....
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might stil l b e regarded a s a  Jew. H e repeate d Glattfelder' s suggestio n tha t 
outstanding intellectual s b e awarde d privilege s simila r t o thos e enjoye d 
by outstandin g athletes , suc h a s Olympi c champions . Yet , despit e hi s 
criticism, h e too—lik e hi s predecessors—undertoo k t o vot e fo r th e bil l 
because h e wa s 

convinced tha t it s rejectio n migh t wel l pu t us , nationall y speaking , i n a 
most unpleasant situation... and worried by the fact that despite the tablers 
of th e bil l bein g desirou s o f takin g step s i n favo r o f th e Hungaria n Chris -
tians, the y ar e causin g Christian s harm , fo r the y hav e rule d tha t convert s 
remain Jew s i n th e futur e a s well , an d no t onl y th e convert s themselve s 
but thei r offspring , too . Any person wh o convert s t o Christianit y become s 
a Christian . Th e concep t o f "returnin g t o Judaism" shoul d b e removed i n 
its entirety fro m th e proposed bil l Th e mos t importan t questio n i s no t 
"who i s Jewish" bu t rathe r wha t ca n b e don e fo r th e Christia n nation . 

He announce d tha t h e woul d appreciat e i t 

if th e la w wer e t o stipulat e tha t fro m no w o n n o Jew wil l b e allowe d t o 
obtain Hungaria n citizenship ; furthermore, i f the law were to forbid mixe d 
marriages betwee n Christian s an d Jews I  willingly accep t th e propose d 
bill in it s general form , i n the hope tha t the government take s into accoun t 
those propose d amendment s worth y o f it s consideration. 71 

Thus di d th e head s o f th e Christia n churches , th e spiritua l leader s o f 
some 9 8 percen t o f Hungaria n Christians , mak e thei r voice s hear d o n 
the topi c s o fatefu l fo r th e Jew s o f Hungary . Thei r speeche s spea k fo r 
themselves, an d testif y t o th e characte r o f thei r speakers. 7X 

The ministe r o f law , Tasnadi-Nagy , represente d th e governmen t i n 
defending th e proposed bill . He describe d th e basi c need fo r th e propose d 
anti-Jewish la w b y referrin g t o th e view s o f me n o f stature , citin g state -
ments mad e b y th e lat e Bisho p Ottoka r Prohaszk a an d b y th e pries t Bel a 
Bangha o n th e Jewis h question . 

The ministe r o f la w expresse d hi s agreemen t wit h "th e wonderfu l 
statement b y Glattfelder , tha t ther e reall y exist s a  Jewis h spiri t an d tha t 
the Christia n societ y maintain s it s righ t t o restor e th e equilibriu m I t 
is hig h tim e th e Jew s fel t th e existenc e o f thi s problem , bu t fo r som e 
reason the y hav e no t pai d i t an y attention." 7 3 

The ministe r denie d Glattfelder' s assumptio n tha t th e propose d bil l 
had bee n prepare d wit h a  lac k o f sensitivit y o r lightheadedly , claimin g 
that h e coul d 

say wit h a  clea r conscienc e tha t neithe r h e no r anyon e els e o f thos e wh o 
brought th e propose d bil l befor e th e legislatur e wa s influence d b y an y 

....

....

....
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negative feeling s o r b y hatred . O n th e contrary , h e feel s th e pai n o f al l 
those hurt , bu t th e confrontation i s not betwee n individuals ; the nation , 
too, mus t b e considered , an d th e propose d bil l serve s th e futur e o f th e 
nation. 

Therefore, th e minister o f law rejected th e opinion tha t th e proposed bil l 
was un-Christian , wa s no t base d o n th e lov e o f al l creatures . "I n th e 
name o f divin e an d man-mad e laws , I  as k tha t th e propose d bil l b e 
adopted."74 

Prime Ministe r Teleki , too , participate d i n th e debate ; hi s speec h in -
cludes tw o point s worth y o f specia l mention . Lik e hi s ministe r o f law , 
Teleki ensure d hi s audience tha t i n tabling the proposed anti-Jewis h la w 
he "wa s no t guide d b y an y desir e t o persecut e th e Jews o r b y feelin g o f 
hatred o r o f sadism , o r an y othe r simila r emotion. " Th e prim e ministe r 
went on to deny the allegation that the proposed bil l was presented unde r 
foreign influence : " I d o no t fee l tha t thi s i s so . N o foreig n mentalit y 
guided me in this context. My view is based upon the elements of a purely 
Hungarian outlook , an d thi s applie s t o m e no t onl y today—i t wa s th e 
case twent y year s ag o a s well , lon g befor e thes e attitude s develope d 
outside th e border s o f Hungary." 75 

Two exception s fro m amon g th e member s o f th e Uppe r Hous e mus t 
be mentioned. Count Gyula Karolyi resigned his membership in the Upper 
House i n protes t agains t th e propose d legislation . Loran t Hegedu s wa s 
utterly oppose d t o th e propose d legislatio n becaus e i n hi s opinio n "i t 
contradicted bot h th e Christia n approac h an d th e nationa l viewpoint . 
From bot h o f thes e point s o f vie w th e propose d bil l i s a  retreat." 76 

Among the res t o f th e member s o f th e Upper House , som e supporte d 
the bil l wholeheartedly , eve n demandin g tha t it s languag e b e rendere d 
stricter i n variou s places . Mos t o f th e member s accepte d th e propose d 
bill as it had been tabled. There were also those who only paid lip service 
to thei r liberalis m o r t o thei r religiou s outlook , bu t ende d u p votin g fo r 
the bill . 

The fat e o f the first  paragraph o f the bill , concerning th e definition o f 
a Christian, remained in the balance. A confrontation develope d betwee n 
the government and the Parliament on the one hand and the Upper Hous e 
that opposed several declarations of paragraph Ai on the other. The debate 
on thi s paragrap h underwen t variou s metamorphose s i n th e differen t 
committees: a  joint committee , a  formulating committee , and then , onc e 
again, a  join t committee . 

Consequent t o th e oppositio n o f th e Uppe r House , th e proposed la w 
was brough t bac k fo r reconsideratio n b y th e join t committee . Th e 
atmosphere prevalen t a t th e renewe d session s o f th e committe e wa s 
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similar t o tha t whic h ha d dominate d th e discussion s o f th e sam e com -
mittee tw o week s earlier . Onc e agai n bishop s Glattfelder , Ravasz , an d 
Raffay too k par t i n th e debate . The y repeate d th e reservation s the y 
had expresse d tw o week s befor e regardin g th e convert s t o Christianity , 
but nevertheles s supporte d th e adoptio n o f th e legislatio n afte r makin g 
a numbe r o f amendment s t o it s firs t paragraph . Thes e amendment s 
were intende d t o lighte n th e burde n o f th e convert s an d t o broade n 
the bas e o f thos e convert s wh o woul d b e exempte d fro m th e restriction s 
of th e anti-Jewis h act . 

Ravasz, faithfu l t o hi s beliefs , voice d th e opinio n tha t "Christianity' s 
ability t o reshap e huma n live s i s s o decisiv e tha t eve n a  perso n wh o i s 
completely Jewis h accordin g t o hi s origin s ca n assimilat e entirel y withi n 
a certai n perio d o f t ime. " Ravas z adde d tha t despit e hi s displeasur e a t 
various aspect s o f th e bil l regardin g th e converts , " th e Uppe r Hous e wil l 
not b e doin g th e natio n goo d servic e i f i t refuse s t o adop t th e bill." 77 Th e 
other tw o bishop s spok e i n a  simila r vein . 

The ministe r o f la w expresse d hi s appreciatio n o f th e bishop s an d o f 
all thos e wh o wer e strivin g t o settl e th e disagreement s betwee n th e Par -
liament an d th e Uppe r Hous e s o a s t o enabl e th e la w t o b e adopte d b y 
both section s o f th e legislature . Th e committee' s proposal s wer e sen t 
back t o th e plenar y sessio n o f th e Uppe r House , an d i t bega n t o debat e 
them o n Apri l 15 , 1939 . 

Once agai n th e bishops , th e head s o f th e churches , spoke . Cardina l 
Seredi, wh o stresse d onc e agai n tha t h e wa s speakin g i n th e nam e o f th e 
Synod o f Catholi c Bishops , sai d tha t h e perceive d i n th e solutio n o f th e 
Jewish proble m a  nationa l interes t a s wel l a s th e legitimat e self-defens e 
of th e nation : 

"I declar e tha t i n ou r treatmen t o f th e Jewis h questio n I  perceive a n ac t 
of justifiabl e self-defense , an d fo r thi s reaso n th e stat e i s entitle d t o limi t 
the existin g right s o f it s citizens , eve n thos e o f it s Christia n citizens . 

The concep t o f imposin g limitation s o n th e Jew s i s acceptabl e t o all . 
Part of the Jewish population—disguised a s the press, art, literature, poetry, 
and music—ha s cas t doub t upo n value s sacre d t o Christians . The y hav e 
done s o wit h th e silen t acquiescenc e o f th e othe r Jew s an d despit e th e 
constant protest s o f Catholic s Eve n i f imposin g limitation s upo n th e 
Jews means a  certain denia l o f rights , the present bil l should no t be define d 
as ' a la w o f punishment.' 78 Th e influenc e o f th e Jew s mus t b e curtailed , 
for the y have sinned muc h agains t Christia n Hungary.. . . We must ascrib e 
the responsibilit y t o th e libera l regim e whic h facilitate d th e Jewish tricks , 
despite the constant protest s o f Catholi c Hungarians. " Sered i accepted th e 
proposed la w i n general. 79 

....
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Bishop Raffay , too , spok e a t tha t session . H e state d tha t lif e ha d 
dictated th e nee d fo r th e propose d law . "Th e Jew s themselve s ar e on e 
of th e factor s leadin g t o th e nee d fo r thi s legislation. " H e als o pointe d 
out the limitations of the proposed bill: " There are people who converted 
to Christianit y decade s ago , bu t th e propose d la w classifie s them , too , 
as Jews.' H e woul d prefe r tha t th e roa d t o assimilatio n no t b e blocked . 
He accepte d th e proposed legislatio n wit h certai n reservations , and wel -
comed th e committee' s amendment s concernin g th e converts." 80 

The disagreements, however, were not settled , and paragraph I  o f th e 
proposed bil l becam e a n obstacl e t o it s final  adoption . In  ligh t o f th e 
stand take n b y th e churc h leader s an d thei r supporter s i n th e Uppe r 
House, a  self-eviden t differenc e o f opinio n develope d betwee n th e tw o 
parts o f th e legislature . This difference o f opinio n threatene d t o develo p 
into a constitutional crisis , and under certain conditions could even hav e 
led t o th e dispersin g o f Parliamen t an d th e callin g o f earl y elections , a 
year before the y were scheduled (Ma y 1940) . An increase in the strengt h 
of the extreme right-wing parties was expected in these elections. Neither 
the premier and his party nor the church leaders wanted that. Thus Teleki 
made a  special effort t o prevent the conflict betwee n the two houses, and 
tried t o convinc e th e Uppe r Hous e t o accep t th e propose d bil l i n it s 
original form , a s i t ha d bee n approve d b y th e Parliament , withou t th e 
committee's amendments . 

Prime Ministe r Telek i reiterate d hi s view tha t th e complain t tha t th e 
proposed legislatio n ha d bee n influence d b y "foreig n ideologies " shoul d 
be rejected . Nevertheless , h e referre d t o th e importanc e o f rac e an d o f 
blood, declaring , 

I suppor t thi s position , bot h scientificall y an d socially . I  have bee n fur -
thering it, both in lectures and in writing, for over twenty years, i.e.: I took 
this stand long before i t became possible to attribute it to the influence of 
any external factor . 

Certain racial characteristics are liable to become dominant to such an 
extent tha t i n case s o f mixe d marriage , thes e dominan t characteristic s 
appear a t th e expens e o f th e weake r side . Anyone havin g a  knowledge , 
any knowledge, of biology and the other natural sciences is aware of these 
facts, the validity of which is indisputable. 

The prime ministe r agree d wit h Cardina l Sered i tha t Christianit y ha s 
an assimilatin g effect , an d claime d tha t th e propose d la w 

reflects the opinions, the outlooks, and the needs of the population as these 
have bee n formulate d ove r decades , an d serve s merel y a s a  remed y t o 
prevent the poisoning of the body of the nation. The change perpetrate d 
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by Judaism i n th e body , th e character , an d th e though t processe s o f th e 
Hungarian natio n involve s the greates t o f dangers ; this change i s felt eve n 
in th e though t processe s o f th e Christia n elite , whic h i s unsullie d i n th e 
purity o f it s blood . 

The prim e minister , too—lik e th e hea d o f th e Catholi c churc h befor e 
him—referred t o th e denia l o f th e right s o f a  larg e bod y o f citizens . T o 
justify thi s denia l th e prime ministe r mad e us e o f th e ver y sam e reasonin g 
as wa s voice d b y th e hea d o f th e Catholi c church : 

Though i t i s true tha t th e proposed bil l doe s entai l a  denia l o f right s fro m 
many point s o f view , nevertheless , considerin g th e vita l interest s o f th e 
entire nation , thi s i s nothin g bu t justifiabl e self-defens e agains t th e dee p 
penetration o f a  foreig n bod y int o th e nationa l bod y 1  have state d 
explicitly tha t thi s i s no t persecution , bu t merel y self-defens e Th e ex -
pectations o f Christia n society , that thi s bil l be adopted, ar e unambiguou s 
and absolutel y justified. 81 

Later o n Bisho p Ravas z als o too k par t i n th e sam e debate . A t first  h e 
stressed tha t i t wa s necessar y t o adop t th e propose d bil l becaus e 

its rejection woul d leav e the urgen t proble m unsolved , an d no t solvin g th e 
problem woul d caus e har m no t onl y t o th e entir e nation , bu t t o Judais m 
as wel l W e mus t ask : d o w e hav e th e righ t t o entrus t th e economi c 
administration an d spiritua l directio n o f Hungar y t o a  populatio n group , 
the complete assimilation of which is doubtful? Ha s it become so Hungarian 
and s o Christian tha t i t should b e permitted t o take par t i n the leadershi p 
of th e natio n i n th e economi c an d spiritua l spheres ? 

In general , w e mus t stat e tha t despit e it s numerou s values , despit e it s 
spiritual superiority , an d despit e it s brillian t intelligence , th e spiri t o f th e 
Jews i s nothing bu t a  rootless , alienated , an d decaden t spirit . 

The bisho p boaste d o f hi s antisemiti c past , an d mad e i t clea r t o hi s 
audience tha t 

as early a s 191 7 h e ha d determine d hi s stan d o n th e Jewish questio n an d 
his view s ha d no t change d since. 8 i . . . The fac t tha t Judais m differ s fro m 
Hungarianism raciall y an d religiously , wit h regar d t o it s futur e an d wit h 
regard t o it s historica l past , i s immutable . Th e alie n natur e o f th e Jewis h 
spirit i s the result o f al l these. Christian cultur e and nationa l lif e must tak e 
this fac t int o consideration . 

The bisho p too k advantag e o f th e opportunit y t o dispatc h a  strongl y 
worded warnin g t o th e Jews : 

In Wester n democracie s ther e i s unbridle d incitemen t o n th e par t o f th e 
Jews agains t al l those states which adop t anti-Jewis h laws , including Hun -

....
....

....
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gary. I ascribe considerable significanc e t o the fact tha t Hungarian Jewry 
will rejec t thi s defense o f itsel f I  repeat onc e again , tha t thos e demo-
cracies, too, will one day face the Jewish problem. If they have Jews, they 
will have a Jewish problem. The two have always gone together.83 

In conclusion the bishop addressed the converts to Christianity: "Ther e 
is a consoling and calming force accompanied b y humility and a  modesty 
of spirit . I f on e suffer s innocently , b y thi s suffering  o f hi s h e weaken s 
those ver y element s i n th e propose d la w whic h ar e a  possibl e resul t o f 
human weakness." 84 

Regarding th e bishop' s statement , i t should b e noted , firs t o f all , tha t 
his vie w o f th e Jews—racially , spiritually , etc.—an d tha t o f th e prim e 
minister ar e ver y similar , and , secondly , tha t h e viewed th e sufferin g o f 
the convert s a s "innocen t suffering. " Thi s i s no t vali d fo r th e Jews. 

In his rebutta l th e ministe r o f la w referred t o Ravasz' s statement , an d 
expressed his astonishment a t Ravasz's willingness to accept the proposed 
law onl y i n general . "Accordin g t o hi s statement s abou t Judaism , h e 
could hav e bee n expecte d t o adop t th e propose d la w i n al l it s detail , i n 
its origina l form." 85 

Bishop Glattfelde r spok e agai n late r o n i n th e debate . H e spok e no t 
only i n his own nam e an d i n the name o f th e bishops , but appeare d thi s 
time a s th e spokesma n fo r th e Uppe r House . "Th e Uppe r Hous e ha s 
proved tha t i t i s not intereste d i n quarrelin g eithe r wit h th e governmen t 
or wit h th e Parliament , an d s o i t ha s adopted , i n general , th e propose d 
law." H e requeste d th e Hous e t o adop t th e amendment s a s the y wer e 
formulated i n committee . "Assimilatio n mus t b e permitted. Christianit y 
has th e powe r t o shap e th e characte r o f man , t o develo p hi s soul , an d 
to brin g abou t assimilation . Acceptanc e o f Christianity , Christia n edu -
cation, an d a  Christian environmen t ar e o f suc h influenc e tha t n o doub t 
can b e cas t upo n thei r value. " 

He relate d how , i n 1895 , a s a  youn g student , h e wa s a n eyewitnes s 
to a n arouse d mo b denigratin g th e cardina l an d spittin g o n hi m a s h e 
stepped out of the Upper House, for he had opposed the full emancipatio n 
of th e Jews: 

"Today, too, excitement is rife, but let us not be afraid o f the thunderings 
and the storms, for even after th e most violent storm the skies clear up— 
and the n w e shal l rejoic e an d b e happy, fo r w e wil l have see n tha t ou r 
conscience i s clear an d tha t ou r sou l i s undamaged. I  pray fo r th e unbe-
lievers, as well, and they must understand th e viewpoint o f the Christia n 
church: Christianity is not our uniform, our symbol, our boy scout garb— 
it i s a  spiritua l renewal , revelation , Jesus ' mysti c mercies , and thu s i t i s 

....
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immeasurable mathematically ; i t mus t b e believed in. " H e sai d tha t th e 
committee's amendments satisfy him absolutely and he requested that they 
be adopted.86 

The ministe r o f law spoke once again, saying that i n contrast with th e 
opinions expresse d considerin g th e possibilit y o f assimilation , h e relie d 
on th e view s o f grea t men , includin g th e fame d lat e Hungaria n bishop , 
Ottokar Prohaszka, in stating that assimilation is impossible. The minister 
even referre d t o th e insultin g o f th e cardina l mentione d b y Glattfelder : 
'The dastardl y even t which occurre d t o the cardina l forty-fiv e year s ag o 
merely demonstrate s tha t i t was no t a  Hungarian spiri t whic h prevaile d 
in the land a t the time . For thi s reaso n i t i s important fo r th e Hungaria n 
spirit t o prevai l i n Hungary." 87 

The Uppe r Hous e adopte d th e propose d bil l wit h th e committee' s 
amendments an d referre d i t back t o the Parliament . Th e amendment s t o 
paragraph 1  of the bil l were intended t o increase the number o f convert s 
to who m th e la w woul d no t apply . 

A parliamentar y committe e considere d th e Uppe r House' s amend -
ments an d expresse d it s disapproval o f mos t o f them . On e o f thos e wh o 
rejected th e amendments was Mihaly Kolozsvari-Borcsa , who , relying on 
statistics, claime d tha t th e amendment s woul d enabl e ten s o f thousand s 
of converts to circumvent the law, and pointed out "the harmful influenc e 
the Upper Hous e amendment s migh t have on the Christian natur e o f th e 
press."88 

The Parliamen t reconvene d an d debate d th e questio n withou t delay . 
The chairman , Jano s Makkai , sai d tha t th e propose d bill , a s prepare d 
by the Parliament , ha d th e suppor t o f over 90 percent o f the population . 
He indicate d tha t adoptin g th e Uppe r Hous e amendment s woul d resul t 
in th e problem no t bein g solved . 

A representativ e o f th e rulin g party , Imr e Molnar , mad e hi s party' s 
opinion clear : "Th e conceptio n an d birt h o f th e propose d bil l expres s 
the common desir e of th e entire nation ; the y wer e not brough t abou t b y 
a singl e party. " 

Another representativ e o f that party, Domonkos Festetics , denied tha t 
the governmen t ha d impose d th e rejectio n o f th e Uppe r Hous e amend -
ments upo n th e party . H e expresse d hi s rag e a t "th e formin g o f th e 
impression that we are quarreling and debating the number of degenerate , 
valueless Jews, whereas w e shoul d b e discussing seriou s topics . I  do no t 
accept th e proposed amendment s becaus e i n my  opinion anyon e bor n a 
Jew wit h Jewish ancestor s i s a  Jew. " 

The Parliamen t vote d t o rejec t th e alteration s propose d b y the Uppe r 
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House t o paragrap h i  o f th e propose d law , adoptin g i n thei r stea d a  fe w 
amendments o f lesse r significance. 89 

In ligh t o f th e disagreemen t betwee n th e tw o houses , th e chairme n o f 
the Parliamen t an d o f th e Upper Hous e ha d t o summo n a  joint committe e 
of reconciliation . I n th e discussion s o f th e join t committee , hel d o n Apri l 
26 ,1939 , Bishop Glattfelde r wa s on e of the speakers fo r the Upper House . 
He opene d b y pointin g ou t tha t th e Uppe r Hous e ha d n o intentio n o f 
preventing th e adoptio n o f th e bill : 

It wil l suffic e t o not e tha t amon g th e member s o f th e Uppe r Hous e ther e 
are thos e who , fort y o r fifty  year s ago , focuse d th e nation' s attention — 
both orally and in writing—on the fact tha t the strengthening of the Jewish 
spirit wa s no t t o b e tolerate d W e announc e openl y tha t ever y wor d 
uttered i n the Uppe r Hous e wa s intende d solel y t o fre e convert s t o Chris -
tianity fro m th e limitations o f this bill . All steps taken by the Upper Hous e 
were aime d a t achievin g thi s goal . Al l th e Christia n churche s agre e tha t 
every resident living in this country who has accepted the Christian religio n 
is entitled t o enjo y al l th e right s o f citizenship . This concep t i s a  very ol d 
one for us ; it has been a  foundation ston e of our political regime ever since 
the days of St . Istvan Al l the Christian churches are united in their view 
that one' s adherenc e t o Christianit y confirm s one' s link s wit h Hungari -
anism. N o on e ca n possibl y b e intereste d i n nullifyin g idea s propose d b y 
the Parliament , ninety-fiv e percen t o f whic h ar e acceptabl e t o th e Uppe r 
House, because o f a  miserable misunderstandin g betwee n th e two houses . 
No on e ca n b e intereste d i n suc h a  situation—excep t fo r th e Jews. There -
fore, we must strive to find the denominator commo n t o the views of bot h 
sides.90 

Bishop Ravasz , too , voice d th e opinio n tha t 

there i s no differenc e i n nationa l feeling , i n goo d will , and i n self-sacrific e 
between the two Houses. Why, then, are we to assume there is no possibility 
of th e tw o legislativ e bodie s gettin g together?.. . In acceptin g th e amend -
ment t o paragrap h 1  as propose d b y th e Uppe r House , i t i s a s i f w e ar e 
expressing ou r appreciatio n o f th e Hungaria n geniu s fo r it s assimilator y 
ability and o f Christianit y fo r it s regenerative, remedia l force . We must d o 
everything w e can t o reac h agreement. 91 

The conceptua l differenc e tha t le d t o th e disagreemen t betwee n th e 
two house s wa s expresse d clearl y an d succinctl y i n th e summar y mad e 
by th e chairma n o f th e join t committe e o f reconciliation , Jano s Szeder : 
"The propose d bill , a s worde d b y th e Parliament , cast s a  doub t upo n 
the possibilit y o f Jews assimilatin g an d eve n denie s th e concep t o f assim -
ilation a s a  possibl e solutio n o f th e Jewis h problem . Th e stan d o f th e 
Upper Hous e contradict s thi s view , an d view s assimilatio n an d inter -

....
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mingling i n a  positiv e light. " I n hi s opinion , i t wa s importan t t o adop t 
the propose d bil l a s prepare d b y th e Parliamen t i n orde r t o provid e a 
satisfactory solutio n t o th e problem. 9* 

Cardinal Sered i an d bishop s Glattfelde r an d Ravas z wer e amon g th e 
delegates o f th e Uppe r Hous e i n th e subcommittee. 93 

Seredi prove d reconciliatory , an d announce d tha t b y virtu e o f th e 
reasoning voice d durin g th e debate s o f th e committe e o f reconciliatio n 
he himsel f tende d towar d a  compromise . H e wa s eve n takin g int o con -
sideration th e goo d wil l show n b y th e Parliamen t i n it s willingnes s t o 
reach a  compromis e i n ligh t o f th e effort s a t mediatio n mad e b y th e 
minister o f law . Fo r thes e reason s h e accepted th e proposals o f th e sub -
committee. He took "int o accoun t the fact tha t thi s difficult proble m ha s 
caused considerable anxiety in our public and social lives, and has threat -
ened t o lea d ou r politica l live s int o crisis . A  solutio n t o th e proble m 
adopted i n a  tranquil atmospher e wil l provide both ou r countr y an d ou r 
political lives with the required calmness. " The cardinal di d not miss this 
opportunity t o utte r hi s declaration , wit h it s predictabl e conten t an d 
style, making i t clea r tha t "he , an d al l the member s o f th e Uppe r Hous e 
together wit h him , without exception , ha d spoke n u p i n defense o f thei r 
Christian brethre n whe n the y ha d presente d thei r amendment s t o th e 
proposed bil l a s i t ha d bee n referre d t o the m b y th e Parliament." 94 

After th e adoptio n o f th e compromise amendments , the proposed bil l 
was very simila r t o th e Parliament' s origina l proposal . The amendment s 
enlarged t o som e exten t th e grou p o f convert s t o Christianit y t o who m 
the law would no t apply. The Hungarian legislato r heaped compensatio n 
for thi s concessio n upo n th e shoulder s o f th e Jewis h populace , a s th e 
historians hav e said : "Bu t t o balanc e thi s concessio n th e economi c re -
strictions o n Jews wer e increased." 95 

The amendment s propose d b y th e subcommitte e wer e approve d b y 
the joint committee of reconciliation by 149 votes to 59, and were referre d 
to the Parliament. 96 Th e la w was adopte d o n Ma y 4 , 1939 , made publi c 
on Augus t 22 , 1939 , an d include d i n th e La w Cod e unde r th e headin g 
"Law t o Limi t th e Expansio n o f th e Jew s i n th e Publi c an d Economi c 
Domain." 

The law did considerable harm to the Jews of Hungary. It s main effec t 
was economic . According t o th e ministe r o f law , som e twenty thousan d 
jobs previously occupie d b y Jews woul d no w pas s int o Christia n hands . 
In the opinion of certain economists , between sixty and seventy thousan d 
breadwinners los t thei r position s a s a  resul t o f th e secon d anti-Jewis h 
law. Includin g thei r families , som e tw o hundre d thousan d peopl e wer e 
harmed. 
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The law caused other damage , as well: to the right of the Jews to vote, 
to thei r employmen t i n th e civi l service , t o thei r acceptanc e int o th e 
universities, t o thei r membershi p i n professiona l organizations , t o thei r 
activities a s newspape r editors , publishers , an d correspondents , fo r ex -
ample. Jews wer e forbidde n t o acquir e land s o r forests , excep t a t publi c 
auctions, an d eve n the n onl y b y specia l permit . Th e authoritie s wer e 
entitled t o compe l Jews to sel l or lease their lands. 97 The number o f Jews 
permitted t o b e employe d b y variou s industria l plant s wa s fixe d a t 6. 2 
percent, thei r relativ e weigh t i n th e genera l population . Considerin g th e 
fact tha t variou s sector s o f employmen t (suc h a s th e army , th e police , 
and mos t o f th e governmen t service ) ha d bee n almos t completel y close d 
to Jew s fo r a  lon g time , whil e othe r occupation s wer e no w close d t o 
them b y th e anti-Jewis h legislation , i t i s clea r tha t th e livelihood s o f a 
very larg e numbe r wer e liquidated , whil e man y wer e eve n reduce d t o 
starvation. 

I hav e mad e a  specia l poin t o f citin g excerpt s fro m speeche s mad e 
during the parliamentary debates , despite many of these statements bein g 
mere repetitions of speeches made earlier . The detailed descriptio n o f th e 
legislative proces s ha s bee n adduce d i n orde r t o cas t ligh t upo n th e at -
mosphere generate d i n Hungar y i n those day s an d upo n th e attitude s o f 
those whos e role s wer e centra l i n generatin g tha t atmosphere . 

It is interesting t o not e the unanimity prevailin g betwee n secula r gov -
ernment member s an d legislators and the church leaders , members of th e 
Upper House . Bot h group s describe d th e exclusio n o f th e Jew s fro m 
economic, social , an d cultura l lif e a s justifie d self-defense . Bot h group s 
stressed th e dange r inheren t i n th e spiri t o f Judais m t o Christia n supe -
riority an d t o th e Christia n Hungaria n nation . On e grou p woul d spea k 
of "poison, " th e othe r o f "corruption, " thei r intentio n an d th e conse -
quences wer e th e same . Just lik e Prime Ministe r Teleki , the bishops , th e 
leaders o f th e churches , voice d thei r description s an d theorie s o f th e 
Jewish race , upon whic h the y base d th e justification fo r thei r deman d t o 
remove peopl e o f th e alie n Jewish rac e fro m thei r community—t o plac e 
them outsid e th e cam p an d outsid e th e law . Bot h group s mad e consid -
erable effort s t o mak e thei r hostil e an d condescendin g attitud e towar d 
the Jew s an d Judais m hear d an d seen , an d bot h group s agree d tha t i n 
the anti-Jewish legislatio n the y sa w a  significant Christia n step , executed 
in th e spiri t o f Christianity , th e perpetrator s o f whic h wer e worth y o f 
being blessed for thei r efforts . The y complimented on e another an d mad e 
their opinion s know n i n public . The y wer e i n ful l agreemen t al l along . 
The onl y are a i n whic h the y disagree d wa s wit h regar d t o th e convert s 
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to Christianit y an d th e tim e period durin g whic h thei r Christianit y hel d 
validity. 

The lin k betwee n th e speeche s o f 193 9 an d th e deed s o f 194 4 i s no t 
coincidental. 

Extra-parliamentary Activity  during  and  after  the  Debate 
on the  Second  Anti-Jewish  Act 

In ligh t o f th e grea t interes t i n th e legislativ e proces s tha t th e genera l 
public showed , th e debat e o n th e secon d anti-Jewis h ac t di d no t limi t 
itself t o th e fou r wall s o f th e legislature . Bot h durin g th e parliamentar y 
debate an d afte r it , variou s publi c figure s referre d t o th e legislatio n an d 
commented o n i t from differen t point s of view. Just as the church leader s 
took a n activ e par t i n th e preparatio n o f th e la w durin g th e legislativ e 
debating, s o the y als o expresse d thei r view s o f i t outside th e legislature , 
both orall y an d i n writing . Thi s widesprea d publi c preoccupatio n guar -
anteed tha t the second anti-Jewis h ac t remained centra l i n public interes t 
after i t wa s adopted , member s o f th e priesthoo d thu s playin g a  majo r 
role in the cyclic, long-winded publi c treatment o f the law and the publi c 
interest i n it . 

It i s interestin g t o liste n t o th e speeche s delivere d o n th e subjec t o f 
Jewry an d Judais m an d t o stud y publication s concernin g th e propose d 
bill issue d durin g th e debate s an d afte r the y wer e over . Th e materia l 
adduced belo w i s only a  smal l portio n o f th e materia l produce d durin g 
that period . 

At a n advance d stag e in the discussio n o f th e second anti-Jewis h law , 
in a  speech delivere d i n the town o f Cegle d o n Apri l 24 , 1939 , at a  rall y 
of rulin g part y members , th e director-genera l o f th e ministr y o f law , 
Istvan Antal , referre d t o th e delay s i n th e Uppe r House : 

Our part y ha s been a  right-wing party eve r since the days o f th e Szeged 
revolution in 1919 , and is the heir of the right-wing, racial political move-
ments and organizations struggling against the radical left with its attendant 
phenomena fo r the formation o f an exclusive political and economic gov-
ernment b y members of our Hungaria n rac e Th e disintegrating leftis t 
forces ar e a t presen t wagin g a  weak, last-ditc h battl e despit e the genera l 
confusion o n thei r ranks . The drawn-out , complicate d struggl e goin g on 
in the legislature over the proposed anti-Jewis h la w is one of the signs of 
this last-ditch battle . The twelfth hou r ha s arrived fo r th e completion of 
the anti-Jewish legislation, for otherwise the Christian masses will be so dis-

....
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appointed tha t ther e i s n o wa y toda y o f foretellin g th e possibl e outcom e 
of suc h a  disappointment. 98 

This speec h seem s t o indicat e tha t th e Christia n masse s ha d bee n 
tensely followin g th e stage s o f th e debate . They wer e justifie d i n deducin g 
from th e ton e o f th e participant s i n th e debat e tha t th e solutio n t o man y 
problems o f lif e i n Hungar y wa s linke d t o th e completio n o f th e anti -
Jewish legislation . N o t completin g th e legislativ e proces s woul d b e tan -
tamount t o deprivin g th e Christia n masse s o f th e solutio n the y yearne d 
for, an d so , i n th e speaker' s opinion , thei r disappointmen t an d outburs t 
of rag e woul d b e justified . 

In th e Catholi c periodica l Egyedul  Vagyunk  (W e Ar e Alone ) ther e 
appeared a t th e beginnin g o f 193 9 a n articl e analyzin g th e Jewis h char -
acter. Th e magazin e sa w fit  t o introduc e th e write r o f th e articl e i n th e 
following way : 

This courageou s an d clea r expositio n i s written b y a  Catholi c priest , on e 
of the outstanding members of the teaching staff o f the Theological Institut e 
of Kalocsa, " th e youn g instructor , Dr . Ando r Szorenyi . Szoreny i wa s en -
gaged in Rome for three and a  half year s in the study of Orienta l language s 
and o f th e Hol y Scriptures , an d i n 1936 , a t th e ag e o f 28 , h e arrive d a t 
Kalocsa. It is difficult t o find so learned an expert as he in the Old Testament 
and i n Jewish literature . 

Szorenyi wrote : 

The wanderin g Je w i s th e terribl e symbo l o f th e Jewis h nation , th e rac e 
persecuted throughou t th e worl d Gol d serve d a s hi s homeland , an d 
with th e hel p o f th e vas t amoun t o f gol d h e ha s amasse d a t home , h e 
controls various peoples . However, despit e his bulging pockets h e remain s 
alien an d hate d everywhere . Peopl e d o spea k wit h him , whil e mockin g 
him. The y ar e eve n willin g t o suffe r hi s presenc e fo r a  certai n perio d o f 
time, bu t i n th e en d murderou s persecutio n break s ou t agains t hi m wit h 
powerful force . 

I base my description of the nature and characteristics of this wandering 
Jew upo n th e Hol y Scriptures , th e Talmud , an d thei r officia l boo k o f 
regulations, th e Shulha n 'Aruk h Judais m i s a  race , an d Judais m i s a 
people. True , Judaism doe s hav e a  specia l religion , whic h i n moder n ter -
minology ma y b e define d a s a  nationa l religion , bu t beyon d thi s th e Jew s 
are a  race an d a  people, an d the y retai n thei r racia l characteristic s eve n if 
they conver t t o anothe r religio n Judais m ha s alway s bee n a  materia l 
nation, adherin g t o materialis m an d livin g fo r earthl y sensuousnes s an d 
physical pleasures . I t wa s th e rol e o f Providenc e t o lea d Judais m towar d 
revelation. Judais m ha s neve r though t o f th e Worl d t o Come , an d fro m 
this point o f view the Old Testamen t i s incomplete, fo r i t does not includ e 

....
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the revelatio n i n it s entirety . I t i s unfi t t o includ e it , fo r w e onl y receive d 
the entir e trut h an d th e ligh t i n th e Ne w Testament , fro m Jesus . 

In th e desire s o f thei r imaginatio n th e Messia h appear s a s on e comin g 
to distribute t o them earthl y benefit s an d physica l happiness . True, amon g 
them ther e hav e appeare d pur e soul s a s well , suc h as—fo r example—th e 
Virgin Mary , Joh n th e Baptist , an d other s wh o awaite d th e Savior . Bu t 
most o f thes e followe d Jesu s only afte r h e performed miracles , revived th e 
dead, brough t cure s fo r physica l afflictions , an d distribute d brea d t o th e 
hungry. However , whe n spiritua l nourishmen t an d purit y o f th e soul wer e 
on th e agenda , the y quickl y abandone d hi m an d eve n crucifie d him . 

Their materialisti c outloo k becam e mor e awkwar d whe n the y turne d 
from a  blessed people to an accursed one—at th e same time as they denie d 
Jesus th e Savior . The y adhere d inflexibl y t o thei r ol d error s o f thousand s 
of years , an d fossilize d themselve s i n th e terribl e spiri t expresse d i n th e 
Talmud, th e doctrine s o f whic h ar e nothing bu t a  monstrous distortio n o f 
the mora l an d lega l syste m o f th e Ol d Testament . Th e lin e characteristi c 
of th e Talmu d i s tha t i t confuse s an d distort s th e concept s o f Godhood , 
angels, evi l spirits , th e soul , sin , lif e afte r death , an d o f numerou s simila r 
concepts. Instead , th e Talmu d instill s unbridle d materialis m an d earthly -
materialistic achievement s a t th e hea d o f it s hierarch y o f value s Eve r 
since they were granted civi l rights in various countries , the Jews set them-
selves a  goal—t o achiev e th e aim s th e Talmu d se t befor e them : imposin g 
Talmudic values and the spirit of Judaism on the nations of the world and , 
similarly, imposin g a n unrestraine d Jewis h governmen t ove r th e othe r 
people. 

There ma y indee d b e some Jews who ar e no t familia r wit h th e Talmu d 
and wh o d o no t spea k thei r language , bu t th e Jewish spirit , thousand s o f 
years old , live s in them a s well, and Talmudi c moralit y prevail s ove r thei r 
outlook, fo r a n exaggerate d interes t in materialism i s the basic componen t 
of thei r soul s an d thei r lives . I t i s sufficien t fo r u s t o thin k o f Mar x an d 
Trotsky, o f Znuviev , o f Bel a Kun , an d o f th e horribl e name s o f thei r 
compatriots. Le t u s think o f thos e controlle d b y a n obsessio n wit h gold — 
the prince s o f th e worl d o f finance,  th e leader s o f th e secre t cell s o f th e 
Freemasons, wealth y industrialist s an d traders , an d Shylocks . Onl y the n 
will my statement be comprehensible, fo r the most important characteristi c 
of Judaism ha s bee n an d continue s t o b e bruta l materialism. 100 

The priesthoo d di d no t merel y expres s it s opinions i n writing . I t wa s 
also active among the public. In a small town i n the Budapest area , loca l 
elections wer e bein g held . Th e lis t o f candidate s o f th e antisemiti c righ t 
was organize d b y th e Catholi c priest , Dr . Gez a Decsey . Th e righ t blo c 
included, amon g othe r groups , th e Christia n part y an d th e National -
Socialist party . Th e centra l poin t o f th e righ t blo c platfor m wa s th e 
removal o f th e Jew s fro m th e municipa l powe r center s tha t wer e con -

....
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trolled, a s i t were , b y th e Jews . Th e pres s colum n reportin g th e succes s 
of th e antisemiti c blo c bear s th e h e a d l i n e / T h e Christia n Citizen s o f 
Pestszenterzsebet Say : Finall y W e Ca n Wal k Uprigh t i n Ou r T o w n . " 
After th e elections , th e pries t announced , " I mus t not e tha t ou r victor y 
is th e resul t bot h o f huma n effor t an d o f divin e assistanc e an d desir e t o 
support ou r struggle , fo r w e believe d tha t thi s tr iump h woul d surel y 
come—merely th e first  ste p i n ou r activities." 101 

It i s interestin g t o rea d th e lette r compose d b y a  countr y Catholi c 
priest, i n whic h h e expresse d hi s opinio n o f th e Jews . Th e priest' s lette r 
found itsel f a  suitabl e publisher : th e dail y newspape r o f th e Arrow-Cros s 
party, whic h publishe d i t a s a n editorial . Th e idea s expresse d b y th e 
country pries t ar e ver y simila r t o idea s expresse d agai n an d agai n b y th e 
leaders o f Hungary' s churche s durin g th e debat e o n th e anti-Jewis h leg -
islation. Th e outstandin g differenc e i s the degre e o f sophisticatio n i n th e 
presentation o f th e subject . Wherea s th e churc h leader s succeede d i n 
enveloping thei r idea s in a  reserved an d culture d style , as befi t thei r status , 
the ver y sam e idea s wer e expresse d b y th e countr y pries t i n a  roug h an d 
vulgar style . 

The pries t himsel f testifie s tha t hi s idea s stemme d partiall y fro m th e 
literary heritag e o f th e recto r o f th e Catholi c Universit y o f Science s a t 
Budapest, Dr . Jozse f Trikal . Thi s i s wha t h e wrot e o f th e Jews : 

Their root s ar e no t embedde d i n an y nation , whic h i s wh y the y hav e a 
supercilious sense of supremacy over all other peoples. They are not relate d 
to othe r peoples , an d s o the y d o no t lik e an y particula r natio n Lik e a 
chameleon, s o they , too , com e t o resembl e externall y th e peopl e aroun d 
them, bu t internally , i n thei r hearts , the y fee l scor n fo r everyone . Thei r 
hatred fo r al l wh o ar e no t thei r ki n i s expresse d i n literature , i n theater , 
and i n art. IOi 

In places where priests ar e murdered, th e educated ar e slaughtered, an d 
churches ar e burnt—that' s wher e th e Jew i s t o b e found . Eve n i f n o Je w 
is actuall y ther e i n a  physica l sense , hi s presenc e i s represente d ther e b y 
his venomous literary works. Like naked spirits they drift al l over the world, 
and b y mean s o f thei r filthy  mora l concepts , thei r distorte d philosophy , 
and their base artistic schools, they spread their revolting ideas. Their sullied 
views corrup t th e world . 

This people of the ghetto are seated on the thrones of rulers and tighte n 
their pressur e aroun d th e nec k o f th e Christia n world . The y d o no t wan t 
the Christian s t o becom e Jewish . Never ! O n th e contrary , the y d o desir e 
them t o becom e corrupt an d filthy.  They want t o immerse them i n sewag e 
pipes an d t o ro b the m o f thei r character , thei r honesty , thei r faith , an d 
their trust in God Toda y even the government is compelled to recognize 
the fact that has been clear for a long time to any intelligent person: Judaism 

....
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is not a  simple religion , i t i s a  race! Blood! Blood which wil l never b e abl e 
to den y itself , eve n i f i t i s immerse d i n al l th e baptisma l font s o f ever y 
Christian church. 103... Who woul d rul e tha t th e stat e i s obliged t o assim -
ilate int o itsel f everyon e wh o ha s converte d t o Christianity , an d eve n t o 
grant hi m al l thos e privilege s whic h ar e th e righ t o f scion s o f th e nation , 
sons o f th e nationa l race ? Wh y mus t w e assum e tha t ever y two-faced , 
scheming Je w wh o ha s succeede d i n deceivin g th e Christia n churc h an d 
has converte d i s entitle d t o hav e th e natio n recogniz e hi m a s a  citize n o f 
equal rights? 104 A  Jew remain s a  Jew, fo r Judais m i s a  race . 

The fact tha t today there is anti-Jewish legislatio n throughout th e world 
and no t onl y i n ou r lan d prove s clearl y tha t onl y th e Jew s ar e t o blam e 
for this. 105 If they were humble , honest , an d decent , i f they wer e unwillin g 
to betra y fo r financial  gai n everythin g sacre d t o us—ther e woul d b e n o 
anti-Jewish la w in Hungary. By erecting the barriers of economic limitatio n 
before th e unrestraine d jealous y o f th e Jews , w e ar e protectin g ou r dea r 
nation an d th e pur e brid e o f Jesus th e Nazarene : th e church. 106 

Not lon g befor e thi s articl e appeared , th e Syno d o f Catholi c Bishop s 
was discussin g th e questio n o f Jew s convertin g t o Christianit y an d thei r 
motives in doing so . A daily newspaper carrie d excerpt s fro m a  Shepherds ' 
Epistle writte n i n Latin , whic h Cardina l Sered i ha d sen t t o th e Catholi c 
priesthood: "A t th e presen t tim e man y Jew s ar e turnin g t o u s an d askin g 
to b e accepte d int o Christianity . I t i s reasonabl e t o assum e tha t thei r 
present trouble s ar e wha t ha s encourage d thes e peopl e t o tr y t o ensur e 
for themselve s an d fo r thei r childre n no t onl y eterna l happines s bu t als o 
earthly happiness. " Afte r thi s introductio n th e cardina l instructe d th e 
priests concernin g th e wa y the y shoul d relat e t o th e Jews turnin g t o the m 
seeking "earthl y happiness " b y mean s o f th e church. 107 

In th e record s o f th e sessio n o f th e Syno d o f Catholi c Bishop s hel d 
some thre e week s afte r th e appearanc e o f th e newspape r repor t con -
cerning thi s Shepherds ' Epistle , w e rea d mor e explici t statements : 

The Jew s expecte d certai n concession s fro m th e propose d [secon d anti -
Jewish] ac t unde r discussio n a t present . Thi s hop e arouse d s o stron g a 
stream o f potentia l convert s tha t certai n honorabl e bishop s ha d t o tak e 
special measure s i n connectio n wit h thos e would-b e converts , i n orde r t o 
be convince d o f th e authenticit y o f al l thos e wh o woul d convert. 108 

In a  simila r vei n th e Evangelica l bisho p o f Transdanubia , Dr . Bel a 
Kapi, referred t o the would-be converts . With referenc e t o th e anti-Jewis h 
law h e "warne d hi s congregation s t o accep t int o thei r mids t onl y thos e 
who desir e to b e accepted int o the church becaus e of the soul-fel t religiou s 
convictions the y profess." 109 
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This suspicious treatment o f the would-be convert s was a  direct resul t 
of th e genera l attitud e towar d th e Jews an d thei r character . 

Premier Teleki appeared at the general assembly of the United National 
Christian Leagu e toward th e end of the debate on the second anti-Jewis h 
law. H e declare d t o hi s audienc e tha t hi s desir e wa s stron g t o ac t i n 
accordance wit h th e views o f hi s ol d frien d an d mentor , th e lat e Karol y 
Wolf: 

Making amend s fo r pas t inactio n an d restorin g th e ruin s resultin g fro m 
nineteenth-century materialism are the practical significance of the National 
Christian ide a i n politica l activity . Th e Christia n politica l wa y require s 
filling wit h conten t th e framework s whic h politica l lif e ha s succeede d in 
setting up . Ye t i t i s not enoug h t o legislat e laws . Christian societ y mus t 
unite i n orde r t o exploi t th e opportunitie s opene d u p befor e i t b y thi s 
legislation.110 

The ministe r o f justic e expressed a  similar opinio n a t a  party conven -
tion i n the town o f Hajduszoboszlo : "W e ar e convinced tha t i t is incum-
bent upon Hungaria n Christia n societ y to b e the lord s of Hungar y i n al l 
walks o f cultura l an d economi c life . No w tha t th e anti-Jewis h la w ha s 
been passed , th e wa y ha s bee n opene d befor e u s t o enabl e u s t o tak e 
immediate contro l o f lif e i n Hungar y i n general." 111 

The Evangelical churc h appointe d a  bishop in the Tisza Rive r district , 
Zoltan Turoczy . Upo n takin g offic e th e ne w bisho p declare d tha t "h e i s 
not hidin g th e fac t tha t h e hold s right-win g view s an d tha t h e stand s 
strongly upo n a  nationa l politica l base . H e eve n believe s tha t i n th e 
present perio d o f nationa l renewa l Go d hold s exalte d thing s i n store fo r 
the Hungaria n nation." 112 

It i s interesting t o not e tha t whil e th e bisho p place d hi s hope s i n th e 
renewal o f nationa l forces , th e prim e minister , i n a  speec h h e delivere d 
three day s afte r th e bisho p too k office , foresa w a  brighter futur e fo r th e 
Hungarian natio n b y mean s o f refreshenin g th e Christia n force s a t th e 
expense o f th e Jews: 

We are striding down the right road to render thi s state more Hungarian 
and more Christian, for today many Christians are occupying positions of 
the kind that until now were under Jewish control. And so we bear witness 
to th e renewa l o f th e nation , an d I  am convince d tha t i n th e futur e w e 
shall make good progress along this path, for we have sufficient manpowe r 
to enable us to establish a  Christian economi c life.113 

At hi s installmen t Turocz y presente d hi s politica l identit y card . H e 
defined himsel f a s "right-wing. " Definitio n o f th e ter m "right-wing, " a s 
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it wa s understoo d a t th e time , i s offere d b y a n expert , Prim e Ministe r 
Teleki: 

Our part y ha s born e th e fla g o f th e constructiv e ide a o f Christianit y an d 
nationalism withou t chang e and without tiring from th e days of Szeged u p 
until today. We knew how to initiate and develop active right-wing policie s 
after th e collaps e o f th e Re d regime . W e kne w thi s fro m th e ver y firs t 
moment o f ou r activit y an d w e als o kne w ho w t o bas e thes e policie s o n 
those activ e element s inspire d b y right-wing  Hungaria n concept s a t al l 
times. This is our national concept . Another concep t is our integration int o 
the European communit y i n which we live and to which we have to attun e 
ourselves.114 

We do not need to announce a plan of action at this stage. Our progra m 
has bee n mad e clea r man y times : enacting socia l laws , agrarian reform," 5 

and anti-Jewis h legislation . W e shal l procee d an d ac t alon g thi s lin e 
We ar e faithfu l servant s o f th e aforesai d concepts , an d ou r part y i s a 
stronghold o f th e concep t o f right-wing  Hungaria n development . I n th e 
name of these concepts we defend thi s land fo r the national Christian spiri t 
against al l harmfu l concepts. 116 (emphasi s added ) 

In additio n t o presentin g hi s politica l identit y card , Bisho p Turocz y 
also clarifie d hi s fait h i n th e substance , th e goal , an d th e rol e o f 
Christianity: 

To thi s da y peopl e hav e a  mistake n opinio n o f Jesu s th e pacifis t an d o f 
the pacifistic church . To this day they view the roles of Jesus and his church 
as bein g activ e behin d th e fron t line s o f life , a s internationa l sanitatio n 
workers, a s collectors o f th e injure d i n life' s struggle , who bandag e them , 
cure them , an d comfor t them—o r bur y them . 

Such a n approac h i s nothing bu t a  distortio n o f th e truth ! 
Jesus himself announce d tha t he was bringing strife to this world. Whe n 

he ascende d int o Heave n h e impose d o n hi s representative s a n orde r fo r 
total conquest , worldwide , an d thu s h e sen t the m t o tak e u p thei r roles . 
Had th e church no t bee n a  fighting  church , Christianit y woul d neve r hav e 
attained th e position i t enjoys today. 117 

We ca n onl y gues s th e conclusio n tha t th e bishop' s congregatio n 
must hav e draw n whe n thei r spiritua l leade r tol d the m h e wa s "right -
wing" an d spok e o f a  "renewa l o f nationalis t forces " an d o f a  "fightin g 
church." 

The anti-Jewis h legislatio n wa s extremel y popular . Jus t afte r th e la w 
was adopted , Telek i dismisse d Parliamen t an d announce d th e holdin g o f 
new elections . Thes e too k plac e o n Ma y 2 8 an d 29 , 1939 . Th e govern -
ment wa s returne d t o powe r wit h a  stabl e majorit y o f 18 7 seat s ou t o f 
260. Th e election s wer e characterize d b y a  clea r electora l shif t t o th e 
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right. Th e strengt h o f th e Social-Democrati c part y droppe d fro m eleve n 
seats t o five.  Thi s party , togethe r wit h th e Libera l party , whic h als o los t 
some o f it s strength , expresse d it s oppositio n t o th e anti-Jewis h legisla -
tion. I n contrast , th e antisemiti c Arrow-Cros s part y gaine d strength , 
going fro m thirtee n seat s t o forty-five . Th e right-wing , antisemiti c lean -
ings o f th e rulin g part y wer e strengthene d a s well. 118 

The unrestraine d antisemiti c invectiv e ha d foun d it s wa y int o th e 
hearts o f th e Hungaria n populace , whic h expresse d it s opinio n i n th e 
elections. On e o f th e mai n element s o f thes e diatribe s wa s th e juxta -
position o f a  positiv e Christianit y agains t a  negativ e Judaism . Variou s 
groups joine d thi s antisemiti c wave . Christia n piet y wa s a  basi c com -
ponent o f th e view s espouse d b y variou s antisemiti c groups , includin g 
the Arrow-Cros s party . 

Accordingly, w e rea d th e followin g new s report : 

Within th e framewor k o f th e thanksgivin g prayer s hel d a t th e clos e o f 
the harves t season , a  crow d o f 5,00 0 celebrate d th e triump h o f th e ide a 
of the Arrow-Cross . A  procession o f believer s advance d t o a  flower  patch , 
focusing o n a  field  alta r decke d ou t i n flowers,  se t u p i n th e open . A s 
part o f th e praye r servic e Odo n Jaszovary , hea d o f th e Papa l Office , 
delivered a  sermon : "W e se e i n ou r tim e th e realizatio n o f th e awfu l 
curses lai d o n th e Jews , wh o move d awa y fro m th e tru e faith , a s the y 
wander fro m on e plac e t o anothe r ove r th e entir e eart h withou t a  home -
land." Elderl y piou s wome n san g devotedl y an d wit h tear s i n thei r eyes : 
"Our Mothe r i s a  happ y woman, " whil e th e yout h o f th e Arrow-Cros s 
party, dresse d i n gree n shirts , knel t devoutl y a s th e hol y brea d wa s 
presented durin g th e prayer . 

The newspape r goe s o n t o sa y tha t th e traditiona l hone y cake s sol d a t 
such event s "wer e mad e thi s tim e i n th e shap e o f th e Arrow-Cros s an d 
were i n grea t demand." 1 1 9 

In th e tow n o f Pestszenterzsebe t wa s hel d a  cornerstone-layin g cere -
mony fo r th e Reforme d church . A  Membe r o f Parliamen t representin g 
the Arrow-Cros s party , Kalma n Hubay , sai d i n hi s remarks , 

The Hungarian rebirt h is based on two stable foundation stones : the one— 
an awareness of the Hungarian race linked with a  profound socia l emotion , 
and th e other—th e undistorted , tru e Christianit y o f Jesus. Hungaria n lif e 
may be compared t o the wild rose growing freely fro m Hungaria n soi l an d 
climbing o n th e Cros s o f Jesus standin g a t th e sid e o f th e road . Th e ros e 
is intertwined o n th e Cros s an d embrace s it . Were w e t o remov e th e ros e 
from Jesus ' Cross , i t woul d surel y wither . Similarly , th e ros e o f gloriou s 
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Hungarian lif e cannot come to full bloo m if it is removed from th e Cross 
of Jesus.IZO 

Every yea r th e Catholi c churc h hel d a  summe r universit y a t the tow n 
of Esztergom , th e sea t o f th e cardinal , fo r it s intellectua l following. 121 

The 193 9 summe r sessio n wa s opene d b y a  lectur e b y Cardina l Seredi , 
who stressed that "this is the sixth time the gates of the summer universit y 
open i n Esztergom . Th e rol e o f th e summe r universit y i s t o se t clea r 
guidelines fo r th e intelligentsia o f Catholi c society in the most importan t 
and pressin g problem s o f ou r era." l zz 

Another lecture r a t th e openin g sessio n wa s Professo r Jano s Ivanyi . 
He lectured on "The Meaning of the Old Testament." The speaker argue d 
with th e Naz i approach , whic h denie d th e valu e o f th e Ol d Testamen t 
literature. 

According t o hi m th e moder n attack s directe d a t th e Ol d Testamen t 
are based on three erroneous assumptions . The first error i s the view tha t 
the Old Testament i s the natural produc t o f the Jewish spirit . The secon d 
one i s th e identificatio n o f moder n Judaism , it s religiou s outloo k an d 
culture an d menta l approach , wit h th e peopl e an d cultur e o f th e Ol d 
Testament. Th e third erro r i s the view tha t Judaism an d Christianit y ar e 
equal heir s t o th e ancien t Jewish faith . 

On th e contrary , th e lecture r stated , "Th e writing s o f th e Ol d Tes -
tament ar e th e creatio n neithe r o f huma n hand s no r o f a  huma n brain . 
They d o no t reflec t th e Jewis h geniu s Onl y foolis h fait h ca n relat e 
this excellen t literatur e t o th e creativit y o f th e valueles s Israelit e 
nation."1*3 

The lecture r wen t o n t o dea l wit h th e peopl e o f Israe l fro m th e poin t 
of vie w o f th e Ol d Testament . Contrar y t o th e view o f th e new Germa n 
ideology, an d wit h specia l referenc e t o it s theoretician , Rosenberg , h e 
stated tha t th e ide a tha t moder n Jewr y wa s identica l wit h th e natio n o f 
the Ol d Testamen t wa s t o b e rejected : 

Those who hold this opinion overlook the fact that they are being nourished 
from th e world of thought of the very same Jewry they are so desirous of 
getting away from. Here they ignore the fact that their concept, the concept 
of racia l purit y an d bloo d purity , wa s introduced int o a  legal codex fo r 
the firs t tim e in history b y the very sam e hated Jews they tr y s o hard t o 
keep away from their own racial compatriots because of their identification 
with them—al l with a  considerable degree of justice.124 

The material adduced here is a random thoug h representative selectio n 
of utterance s mad e b y secula r publi c figures  an d b y priest s concernin g 
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the natur e o f th e Jews. The resemblanc e betwee n th e various utterance s 
is so grea t tha t n o furthe r detai l i s necessary . 

The Demand  for  Additional  Anti-Jewish  Legislation 

As early a s the debat e o n th e secon d anti-Jewis h law , certai n right-win g 
circles voice d thei r opinio n tha t th e anti-Jewis h step s include d i n th e 
current legislatio n wer e inadequate . Th e followin g ar e extract s fro m a n 
editorial tha t appeare d i n th e Arrow-Cros s part y organ : 

We hav e declare d o n innumerabl e occasion s tha t w e d o no t vie w thi s 
additional anti-Jewis h la w a s a  fina l solutio n t o th e Jewish proble m 
We are interested in a  country which wil l be rid of Jews. The concept of 
a country rid of Jews is not a barbaric concept, but rather a basic condition 
for the existence of proper public life. 

The anti-Jewish bill at present being debated will surely make it possible 
for the more cunning of that race to escape the application of the law. But 
when ou r countr y i s established, base d o n the views of Hungarianism — 
and this will indeed come to pass, if not today then tomorrow, and surely 
in the very near future—then al l their attempts will be found to be useless, 
for i n the Hungarianistic country there will be no Jews of specia l status . 
The Arrow-Cross will strike at each and every Jew to an equal degree.125 

The pressur e applie d t o th e governmen t gre w stronger . Ther e wer e 
even elements in the ruling party and in the government itself that pressed 
for additional , comprehensive anti-Jewis h legislation . Balint Homan, th e 
minister o f cultur e an d education , hande d ove r t o th e regent , Horthy , a 
memorandum h e ha d prepare d i n whic h h e claimed , "W e shoul d dra w 
all the consequences fro m th e new European development, " an d accord -
ingly recommende d a  mor e radica l lin e o n th e subjec t o f anti-Jewis h 
legislation, "t o pu t a n en d t o solution s b y compromises. " I n thei r stea d 
he proposed enactin g legislatio n "base d o n racia l principles." 1*6 

Another membe r o f the ruling party, ex-Premie r Imredi , criticized th e 
faults o f th e law , especiall y i n economi c matters , claimin g tha t "high -
level positions vacate d b y Jews wer e no t bein g hande d ove r t o th e rea l 
guardians o f th e Christia n economi c forces.. . and governmen t official s 
and politicians—hired b y Jewish money—were being appointed t o a high 
percentage o f thes e positions." 1 z? 

An independent member of Parliament , Feren c Rajniss, demande d th e 
legislation o f a  thir d anti-Jewis h act , an d demande d o f th e governmen t 
a repor t o n th e implementatio n o f th e secon d anti-Jewis h act. 128 

A representativ e o f th e Arrow-Cros s party , Karol y Marothy , urge d 
the final  solutio n o f th e Jewis h proble m an d aske d th e governmen t t o 

....
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make th e appropriat e preparation s fo r th e expulsio n o f th e Jew s fro m 
Hungary. Anothe r representativ e o f th e Arrow-Cros s party , Matya s 
Matolcsay, claime d tha t fo r th e pas t yea r an d a  hal f n o Jewis h lan d ha d 
been transferre d t o Christia n farmers , despit e th e fac t tha t th e Jews pos -
sessed hal f a  millio n hold  o f lan d ( 1 hold  =  abou t 5. 7 dunam  —  abou t 
1.4 acres). IZ9 

In hi s repl y th e prim e ministe r sai d tha t 

in ligh t o f th e numerou s evasion s o f th e law , th e secon d anti-Jewis h ac t 
being too cumbersome , he , too, was awar e o f th e law's limitations . Ye t he 
regarded negativel y the idea o f adopting laws on any subject wheneve r thi s 
is fel t necessary , althoug h i n vie w o f th e fault s o f th e existin g legislatio n 
he desire d t o hav e a  clear , basi c la w adopte d whic h woul d simplif y th e 
entire subject . Thus , i n the very nea r futur e thi s task woul d b e completed , 
and Parliamen t woul d the n becom e awar e o f th e far-reachin g effect s o f 
the reprocesse d law.' 30 

Despite th e prim e minister' s repl y an d despit e hi s announcemen t tha t 
he woul d respon d t o th e reques t an d legislat e a n additiona l anti-Jewis h 
law, th e representativ e o f th e Arrow-Cros s party , Zolta n Mesko , de -
manded, les s tha n a  wee k later , " tha t th e legislatio n o f th e thir d anti -
Jewish la w b e speeded up , and tha t al l business be transferred t o Christia n 
hands." 1 3 1 

This las t deman d wa s pu t especiall y t o th e ministe r o f trad e an d 
industry, Jozse f Varga , durin g th e debat e o n hi s ministry' s budget . Th e 
minister calme d th e questioner , explainin g i n detai l th e step s h e ha d 
already take n an d thos e h e woul d ye t tak e t o mee t th e questioner' s 
demand. H e mentione d th e regulation s alread y promulgate d an d thos e 
he wa s abou t t o promulgat e t o carr y ou t th e ide a o f Christianizin g trade . 
On a  practica l level , bot h side s spok e o f preparin g a  lis t o f merchants , 
both wholesaler s an d retailers , wh o alon e woul d b e permitte d t o marke t 
basic products : 

The retailer s hav e alread y bee n selecte d b y u s i n almos t ever y area ; fur -
thermore, we have completed th e list of wholesalers who wil l be permitte d 
to engage in the sugar trade . Regarding othe r products , the preparation o f 
the list s i s progressing. The wholesalers w e have selected ar e al l Christian , 
without exception . I n th e marketin g o f suga r an d oi l i n 9 0 percen t o f th e 
cases the Christianizing of the trade has been completed. We shall continu e 
to develo p trad e i n thi s directio n a t a n accelerate d rat e o f speed . I n th e 
very nea r futur e I  shal l publis h appropriat e regulations , an d i n thi s wa y 
we shal l spee d u p th e trad e Christianizin g proces s t o a  very grea t extent . 
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The minister also told of th e large loans that had been made to Christia n 
storekeepers an d o f th e good s tha t ha d bee n pu t a t thei r disposa l a t 
comfortable rate s o f interest. 131 

The subjec t wa s no t remove d fro m th e parliamentary agenda . Durin g 
the debat e o n th e budge t o f th e prime minister' s office , th e premier wa s 
asked b y Karol y Marothy , a  membe r o f Parliamen t fro m th e Arrow -
Cross party , "t o implemen t th e anti-Jewish ac t more strongly. " Anothe r 
member o f this party, Gabor Vajna , demande d tha t the government tak e 
strong step s agains t th e pres s owne d b y th e Freemason s an d th e Jews . 
And another member of the same party, Count Miklos Serenyi, demanded 
the tota l evictio n o f th e Jews fro m Hungary. 133 

The prime minister was clearly angry at the accusations leveled agains t 
him an d his government, accusation s tha t seeme d to indicate that he an d 
his governmen t wer e no t sufficientl y firm  i n carryin g ou t th e law s tha t 
had alread y bee n adopted , tha t the y wer e no t workin g har d enoug h t o 
prepare additiona l anti-Jewis h legislation , an d tha t thei r dedicatio n t o 
the anti-Jewis h campaig n wa s no t a s stron g a s tha t o f member s o f th e 
Arrow-Cross party . H e too k offens e a t bein g criticize d fo r n o reaso n a t 
all, a s i f h e wer e insufficientl y devote d t o th e antisemiti c cause . H e 
claimed, 

From my experience I  know that whenever my government an d I  initiate 
anything, the opposition begin s to apply it s pressure: they claim tha t th e 
government doe s not intend to complete the endeavor i t has undertaken . 
They act as if they had initiated the matter under discussion... this is what 
has happened i n connection with the anti-Jewish legislation . As soon as I 
pointed ou t tha t w e were abou t t o advanc e alon g thi s lin e an d tha t w e 
were preparing for additional legislation , the pressure began immediately. 

The prim e minister' s dissatisfactio n wit h th e extremis t antisemiti c 
Arrow-Cross part y fo r it s attempt t o usur p hi s lead an d hi s initiatives i n 
persecuting Jews i s evident . 

With regar d t o implementin g th e law s whic h ha d alread y bee n 
adopted, th e prim e ministe r apologize d tha t thi s di d no t progres s a t th e 
rate h e would hav e preferred : 

The situation is that many difficulties in implementing the laws are cropping 
up. One of these difficulties concern s the knowledge of languages Ver y 
few o f ou r youth kno w an y foreig n language . Here we have the case of 
Pester Lloyd [the government's semiofficial organ in the German language]. 
It is the only Hungarian paper to appear in a foreign language , and when 
I send them my speeches, it often happen s that I  myself have to translat e 
them i f I  want th e speech t o appea r i n it s origina l meaning . Thus we in 

....
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Pester Lloyd  have to employ Jewish newspaperme n wh o kno w German . 
On the other hand, in such places of work as have no particular problem, 
we have enacted drastic changes.134 

To prove his claim that h e and hi s government had no t been negligen t 
in implementin g suitabl e step s agains t th e Jews, the prime ministe r cite d 
data indicatin g th e reduce d numbe r o f Jew s i n variou s positions . In  hi s 
speech h e also announced th e imminen t promulgatio n o f additiona l reg -
ulations aime d a t makin g th e live s o f th e Jew s mor e difficult , eve n i n 
those area s no t include d i n th e anti-Jewis h legislatio n itself . Lik e th e 
premier an d the minister o f trade and transport , othe r ministers and thei r 
ministries promulgate d stringen t regulation s concernin g Jew s an d di d 
their ver y bes t t o mak e thei r live s mor e difficult . Whil e makin g thei r 
announcements regardin g thei r activities , the y voiced—i n Parliamen t 
and outsid e it—thei r cred o concernin g th e nee d t o kee p th e Jews ou t o f 
various positions , an d t o reduc e thei r lebensraum  t o th e greates t exten t 
possible.135 

While th e leader s o f th e countr y wer e plannin g ho w t o rende r thei r 
attack o n th e Jews mor e effective , th e Evangelica l bisho p o f Transdan -
ubia, Dr . Bel a Kapi , delivere d a  kind o f pledg e o f allegianc e t o th e gov -
ernment an d it s work, sayin g tha t "wit h regar d t o th e relation s betwee n 
his churc h an d th e state , h e ha d ful l fait h i n th e governmen t o f Coun t 
Pal Teleki." 136 

The hea d o f th e Reforme d churc h wen t eve n further . I n th e summe r 
of 1940 , whe n ther e wa s n o longe r th e slightes t doub t regardin g th e 
nature o f th e Nazi regim e in Germany , Bisho p Ravas z state d i n a  speec h 
he delivere d i n hi s centra l churc h a t Calvi n Squar e i n Budapest , " I a m 
convinced tha t th e worldwide struggl e i n which th e Germa n natio n i s a t 
present engage d i s basicall y a  religiou s struggl e I  am convince d tha t 
this struggl e wil l b e followe d b y a  deepe r awarenes s o f th e redeemin g 
and liberatin g God." 137 

It should be noted that the bishop's flattering declaration about Hitler' s 
war wa s delivere d a t a  time whe n Hitle r an d Stali n wer e allies , an d no t 
during th e perio d whe n Naz i German y wa s a t wa r wit h th e Bolshevi k 
regime an d wa s defending , a s i t were , th e Christia n cultur e o f Europe . 

A n o les s unambiguou s statemen t wa s mad e b y Bisho p Janos Vasar -
helyi, th e administrato r o f th e Reforme d churc h i n Transylvania , i n 
March 1941 , before th e outbreak o f Russo-Germa n hostilities . After th e 
transfer o f th e norther n par t o f Transylvani a t o Hungaria n rule , th e 
church hel d a  convention t o conside r it s own organizationa l structur e i n 
light o f th e ne w situation . Participatin g i n th e convention wer e th e min -
ister o f agriculture , who represente d th e prime minister , an d Bisho p Ra -
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vasz, hea d o f th e Reforme d churc h i n Hungary . Bisho p Vasarhely i 
thanked Horthy , th e regen t o f Hungary , fo r hi s effort s t o restor e Tran -
sylvania t o th e Hungaria n homeland , an d added , "W e than k dul y ou r 
great allies , Hitle r an d Mussolini , who , wisel y an d strongly , pave d th e 
way fo r th e realizatio n o f Hungaria n justice." 138 

The enthusiasti c comment s uttere d b y th e churc h leader s regardin g 
Germany, Hungary , an d th e head s o f thei r tw o government s wer e cer -
tainly interprete d b y thei r audienc e a s grantin g legitimac y t o th e act s 
committed by these governments and by those supporting them. As shown 
above, the antisemiti c line occupied a  dominant plac e i n the activitie s o f 
these tw o regimes . 

"The Histor y o f th e Jew s i n Hungary " wa s th e titl e o f th e lectur e 
delivered b y Bisho p Raf f ay. Th e lecture r le d his . audience alon g som e 
thousand year s o f Hungaria n histor y i n orde r t o sho w tha t th e Jew s 
had alway s bee n th e object s o f advers e decrees . Th e bisho p extolle d 
the memor y o f "Kin g St . Laszlo , wh o wa s th e firs t t o impos e decree s 
on th e Jews . Th e decre e h e impose d o n the m i n 109 2 wa s a  decre e 
for th e protectio n o f th e race , fo r i t prohibite d th e marriag e o f Jew s 
to Christians. " Whil e citin g th e detaile d lis t o f antisemiti c decree s 
promulgated durin g th e variou s periods , th e bisho p expresse d hi s dis -
satisfaction wit h th e fac t tha t ove r a  period o f tim e the Jews had cause d 
"numerous complications" : 

King Lajos th e Grea t wa s the firs t t o tak e sever e steps agains t th e Jews; 
he expelled them in 1360. However, when the national economy faltered , 
four year s later, he invited them to return to Hungary Whe n the Jews 
returned t o Hungary , they demanded th e return o f thei r homes . This de-
mand of theirs caused, of course, numerous complications, and as a result 
Jews and Christians came to live alongside one another i n certain streets , 
and in homes which were owned jointly by members of the two religions, 
they even lived side by side. 
In this way the bishop went on to list the various periods in Hungaria n 

history whe n decree s wer e impose d upo n th e Jews . H e conclude d hi s 
speech with the following comment : "Fo r a s long as Judaism has existed , 
there has also been a  Jewish problem; the age of antisemitism i s the same 
as the age of Judaism."139 Raffay's messag e in his talk was that the current 
situation wa s no t withou t precedent , give n th e wa y th e Jews ha d live d 
their lives in Hungary durin g the thousand year s that Christia n Hungar y 
had existed . Th e presen t situatio n wa s merel y th e natura l an d direc t 
continuation o f th e ancien t Hungaria n tradition . I n othe r words , th e 
roots o f th e legitimac y o f th e negativ e treatmen t afforde d th e Jew s ar e 
to b e foun d i n th e historica l Hungaria n past . 

....
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Raffay's statemen t t o th e effec t tha t th e Jew s wer e differen t fro m th e 
other citizen s o f Hungar y wa s strengthene d tangibl y b y a  regulatio n 
promulgated b y th e offic e o f Laszl o Endre , th e deput y governo r o f th e 
district o f Pest—th e larges t an d mos t centra l o f th e district s o f Hungary — 
some thre e week s afte r Raffay' s talk . Endre' s regulatio n obligate d th e 
Christian storekeeper s i n th e distric t t o mar k thei r shop s wit h a  sign : 

"A Christian-Hungaria n Shop. " 
This orde r b y th e deput y governo r cause d grea t rejoicin g throughou t 

the district.. . for unfortunatel y ther e stil l ar e Christia n merchant s an d 
craftsmen wh o maintai n thei r relation s wit h th e Jews. What no w remain s 
to b e don e i s t o tak e step s agains t thos e Christia n client s wh o ar e no t 
ashamed t o d o thei r shoppin g i n store s owne d b y Jews.140 

The Third  Anti-Jewish  Act 

The secon d anti-Jewis h ac t di d no t dea l wit h th e questio n o f mixe d 
marriages betwee n Jew s an d Christians . Th e thir d anti-Jewis h ac t wa s 
intended t o amen d thi s omission . Th e churche s wer e decidedl y intereste d 
in thi s legislation , especiall y wit h regar d t o th e convert s t o Christianity . 

The Syno d o f Catholi c Bishop s hel d it s half-yearl y meetin g i n th e fal l 
of 1940 , an d considere d th e propose d thir d anti-Jewis h bill . Th e bisho p 
of Kalocsa , Gyul a Zicsy , suggested , 

Now that the prime minister has announced his intention of bringing befor e 
the legislature th e thir d anti-Jewis h bill , the Synod o f Bishop s request s hi s 
Holiness th e Cardina l t o as k th e premie r i f th e propose d bil l include s 
stipulations which might violate church positions Hi s Holiness the Car -
dinal considers it important tha t Catholic s be made to suffer n o more fro m 
the denial of their rights. It is extremely important that the Synod of Bishops 
take a  unifor m stan d les t th e governmen t thin k th e Syno d o f Bishop s i s 
not united . We are protecting those of our fait h alone , and not the Jews.141 

At th e sprin g sessio n o f 194 1 th e cardina l reporte d o n hi s meetin g 
with th e prim e minister , durin g whic h 

he stresse d th e desir e o f th e Syno d o f Bishop s tha t th e propose d bil l no t 
make it more difficult fo r the Christian citizen s of Jewish origin , but rathe r 
make i t easie r fo r the m Th e prim e ministe r stresse d fo r hi s par t tha t 
the new la w woul d b e clearly defined . Th e cardina l himsel f requeste d tha t 
the wording of the law be clear so that those to whom the law was intende d 
to appl y woul d no t b e abl e t o evad e i t withou t bein g punished fo r doin g 
so. I4 i 

After hi s meetin g wit h th e cardinal , th e prim e ministe r wa s abl e t o 
draw th e conclusio n tha t eve n i f th e paragrap h i n th e propose d bil l 

....
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encountered churc h opposition , th e bil l itself wa s guaranteed , i n genera l 
and o n principle , no t t o come up agains t churc h disagreement , sinc e th e 
cardinal ha d alread y expresse d hi s agreemen t an d suppor t fo r thi s ne w 
bill, and the government accordingly continued its preparations to present 
it t o Parliament . 

Laszlo Bardoss y wa s appointe d prim e ministe r o f Hungar y i n plac e 
of Teleki , wh o committe d suicide. 143 H e presente d hi s governmen t t o 
Parliament o n Apri l 24 , 1941 . H e referre d briefl y t o th e questio n o f 
mixed marriages , confirmin g th e nee d fo r legislativ e step s to preven t as -
similation.144 

In th e speec h h e delivere d i n th e tow n o f Bekescsaba , th e chairma n 
of th e rulin g part y elaborate d o n th e subject : 

The two anti-Jewish acts already adopted have achieved extremely positive 
and practical results , but we note a great many evasions of the law. If the 
law is lacking, we must amend this W e must try as hard a s we can to 
enable ou r fello w Hungarian s b y race to liv e their live s in racia l purity , 
and s o the governmen t wil l b e presenting a  bil l ove r th e nex t fe w days , 
which will prohibit marriage between Christians and Jews.145 

The bil l wa s presente d t o Parliamen t o n Jun e 30 , 1941 . The intro -
duction t o th e bil l mention s th e Marriag e Ac t o f 1895 , a n ^ claim s tha t 
"that la w di d no t yiel d goo d results . Mixe d marriage s ha d a  definitel y 
detrimental effec t upo n th e evolution o f our nationa l soul . They brough t 
into a  positio n o f influenc e tha t Jewis h spiri t whos e harmfu l effec t w e 
have seen." 146 

The Marriage Ac t of 189 5 granted th e Jewish communit y o f Hungar y 
equal rights . The priesthood was the spearhead o f the camp that oppose d 
that libera l legislation. 147 Th e 194 1 government , i n preparing t o enac t a 
marriage act , base d it s stan d o n tha t o f th e churc h an d th e priesthoo d 
in 1895 , which vehemently opposed th e bill that awarde d th e Jews equa l 
status in their marriages. The legislation tabled in Parliament was worded 
in th e hostil e spiri t o f th e priesthoo d o f almos t fifty  year s before . Th e 
government, however , wen t beyon d th e visio n o f th e priesthood , an d 
proposed tha t certai n Jewish convert s to Christianity b e considered Jews 
as well . This proposa l reveale d th e existenc e o f a  disagreement betwee n 
government an d priesthood, the government even succeeding in arousin g 
the fur y o f certai n Christia n circles . Th e representativ e o f th e Unite d 
Christian party spok e out furiously agains t the possibility of "Hungaria n 
citizens wh o n o longe r hav e anythin g t o d o wit h Jews " bein g cas t ou t 
of Hungaria n society , an d o f th e possibilit y tha t "peopl e wh o behave d 
as radica l antisemite s will  b e drive n bac k t o Jewry." 148 

....
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The bil l wa s adopte d b y th e Parliamen t o n Jul y 2 , 1941 , an d wa s 
placed befor e th e Uppe r House . Th e first  speake r wa s Cardina l Seredi , 
who oppose d th e bill . H e bega n hi s speec h a s follows : " I woul d lik e t o 
stress tha t m y oppositio n t o th e bil l doe s no t ste m fro m m y takin g int o 
consideration th e goo d o f th e Jews , bu t i s rathe r a  matte r o f principle : 
the bil l places stumbling-block s befor e th e sanctity o f Catholi c marr iage. " 
Cardinal Sered i was offende d b y th e fac t tha t th e bil l under consideratio n 
forbade marriage s no t forbidde n b y churc h law , tha t is , marriage s be -
tween Christian s an d convert s o r betwee n Christian s an d th e descendant s 
of convert s classifie d a s Jews b y the bill . The cardina l viewe d thi s situatio n 
as coercio n detractin g fro m one' s freedo m o f action , an d s o expresse d 
his oppositio n t o th e bill. 149 

Seredi wa s followe d b y th e representativ e o f th e Reforme d church , 
who expresse d hi s ow n oppositio n t o th e bil l a s well , an d explaine d tha t 

he ha d vote d fo r th e first  anti-Jewis h ac t becaus e h e wa s convince d tha t 
there was a  Jewish proble m whic h wa s to be solved b y displacing the Jews 
in the various economi c sectors . Similarly, we had t o take fro m the m thei r 
considerable influenc e i n directin g th e cultura l lif e o f th e nation , fo r thi s 
is one o f th e importan t existentia l problem s o f th e Hungaria n nation . 

Concerning hi s votin g fo r th e secon d anti-Jewis h bill , th e bisho p ex -
plained tha t th e perio d wa s a  preelectio n one , an d rejectio n o f th e bil l 
might hav e le d t o a n undesirabl e deterioration : "However , th e presen t 
bill i s mor e harmfu l t o Christian s tha n t o Jew s I  admi t i t i s righ t t o 
state tha t a  perso n bor n Jewis h doe s no t improv e substantiall y b y con -
verting t o Christianity , ye t the Churche s ar e unabl e t o agre e tha t a  perso n 
born Jewis h remain s Jewis h forever , eve n i f h e accept s Christianity." 1 5 0 

The delegat e o f th e Evangelica l church , Bisho p Kapi , expresse d hi s 
fear 

that the bill, though presente d fo r positive reasons, will not achieve its aim, 
and migh t eve n caus e har m t o th e sanctit y o f marrie d life , har m t o th e 
nation an d als o t o Christianit y Accordin g t o th e outloo k o f th e Evan -
gelical church, marita l tie s are not merel y a  matter fo r th e church, bu t als o 
for th e state , an d th e stat e ha s th e righ t t o mak e suitabl e arrangement s i n 
the matte r o f marriage . Bu t her e w e se e tha t th e state , b y virtu e o f it s 
legislation, takes up its position at the entrance to the churches and declares: 
I permi t thes e marriages , bu t I  forbi d thos e Suc h a  confrontatio n be -
tween church an d stat e cannot serve the state's interests Thi s legislatio n 
clearly doe s no t har m th e Jews, bu t rathe r thos e Christian s wh o wil l onc e 
again be compelled to consider themselves Jewish. This bil l is merely a  tool 
in the hands of the Jewish-missionary concept , fo r those Christians harme d 
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by the bill will have no choice but to fal l back among those people fro m 
whom they had already detached themselves, they and their forefathers. 151 

A former prim e minister, Istvan Bethlen, also expressed his opposition 
to th e propose d bill . H e wa s unabl e t o accep t th e paragrap h i n th e bil l 
"which views children of mixed parentage as Jews The y are Christia n 
to th e same extent tha t the y ar e Jewish, and al l that ca n b e said o f the m 
is tha t raciall y the y ar e o f mixe d blood . Ye t besmirchin g the m a s Jew s 
degrades them. " Bethle n wen t o n t o propos e th e adoptio n o f a  positiv e 
approach to children of mixed marriages. They must be allowed to marry 
only Christians , an d the n withi n a  fe w generation s i t wil l b e possible t o 
approach 

closer and closer to that purity of race the proposed bil l sets as an ideal . 
This i s th e correc t wa y t o solv e th e problem , fo r i n thi s wa y w e shal l 
gradually limi t thei r Jewish blood , an d i n this way we shall create pure-
blooded Hungarians , and not contribute our Hungarian bloo d to enlarge 
the number of Jews to be treated a s citizens of a lower rank. 

He was no t willin g t o agre e to th e adoptio n o f suc h a  step , for "eve n i n 
Germany childre n of mixed marriages are treated with more understand -
ing than i n th e bil l unde r discussion." I5i 

In ligh t o f th e opposition , th e bil l wa s sen t fo r discussio n t o a  sub -
committee, where slight changes were inserted in paragraph 9  of the bill , 
which define d th e Jewishnes s o f th e childre n o f mixe d parentage , an d 
the subject was returned to the plenum of the Upper House for debate. 153 

The church leader s elaborated o n thei r oppositio n t o the bill , expressin g 
their anger at the harm done to the converts and their offspring. Cardina l 
Seredi mad e th e followin g statement : 

In the recent past I have made my opinion known even in delicate situations 
so as to place myself on the side of truth and justice Th e divine founder 
of the Catholic church instructed hi s church to preserve the way of trut h 
and to avoid following erroneous paths I  hereby solemnly declare that 
my attitude to the proposed bil l reflects tha t of the Synod of Bishops and 
the spirit of the Catholic church Thus , while the bill under discussion 
is supposed t o b e counteracting th e Jewish spirit , i t adheres faithfull y t o 
just tha t spirit . This bil l would see m to suppor t th e concept o f marriag e 
arrangements adopte d i n 189 5 accordin g t o th e demands o f th e liberal s 
and o f th e Jewis h Freemasons , agains t th e adaman t oppositio n o f th e 
Catholic masses in those days. 

Had this bill prohibited marriages between Jews and Christians, I, too, 
would hav e supporte d it . Bu t the bil l doe s no t distinguis h betwee n rea l 
Jews and those Jews who have already become Christians. This bill, which 
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is presented to the Christian legislature of Christian Hungary, harms mainly 
Christians of Jewish origin . This bill will drive them back down to Judaism 
forever—them, thei r children , an d thei r posterity—an d i n s o doin g wil l 
increase t o a  considerable degre e the numbe r o f Jews i n ou r mids t W e 
attribute t o divin e Providenc e th e fac t tha t ou r natio n ha s mad e it s hom e 
in th e Carpathia n Mountai n basin , an d s o w e ar e obliged—i n th e nam e 
of th e sam e divin e Providence—t o protec t constantl y th e immunit y an d 
the spiri t o f th e nation , an d I  oppos e th e tren d whic h predominate d i n 
ruling circle s i n the ninetie s o f th e las t century : t o vie w th e integratio n o f 
the Jew s a s a  ver y desirabl e step . Regardin g thi s bill , ha d it s provision s 
not harme d th e sanctit y o f Christia n marriage , I  would hav e vote d fo r it . 

Seredi added , " M y oppositio n t o th e propose d bil l doe s no t ste m fro m 
my interes t i n Jewis h welfare . I  oppos e it s ver y principles." 154 

Bishop Ravas z sai d tha t hi s desir e wa s t o lesse n th e sufferin g o f Hun -
garian Christians , an d i n thi s h e wa s merel y expressin g hi s basi c views — 
and thos e o f th e vas t majorit y o f th e member s o f hi s church : 

According t o th e bill , a  Christian o f Jewish origi n i s prohibited fro m mar -
rying anyone who is not Jewish, for the ex-Jew is liable to have a detrimental 
influence o n the morality of the non-Jewish party Ther e can be no baser 
plot agains t a  person, one of whose parents abandone d th e Jewish religion , 
and h e himsel f wa s educate d unde r th e auspice s o f th e Christia n church , 
became a  goo d Christia n an d a  Hungarian—an d no w h e i s abou t t o b e 
forced t o retur n t o the place he and hi s forefathers left . Thi s i s the greates t 
possible insult , th e mos t painfu l punishment . 

The bisho p declare d tha t h e wa s no t prepare d t o giv e u p 

those Hungarian s whos e bloo d i s about fift y percen t Hungaria n blood , a s 
long a s th e chanc e exist s fo r al l thei r bloo d t o becom e purifie d an d Hun -
garian . . . even th e legislation s o f Nurember g an d Ital y d o no t represen t 
the approac h demandin g th e expulsio n o f peopl e o f mixe d bloo d i n orde r 
to improve by this means the protection o f those of io o percent pure blood . 
There has been onl y one nationa l leade r t o ac t in such a  fashion. Thi s wa s 
Ezra, th e leade r o f th e Jews i n th e day s o f th e retur n t o Zion . Th e Hol y 
Scriptures relat e tha t the Jews had marrie d int o al l kinds of peoples durin g 
their exile , an d Ezr a expelle d fro m Israel , mercilessly , ever y woma n an d 
every chil d bor n o f thes e marriages . 

From a  nationa l viewpoin t on e mus t no t disqualif y thos e marriage s 
which ensure the supremacy of the Christian spirit and Christian morality — 
merely becaus e the blood o f one of the parties i s not entirely pure . Drivin g 
these away b y force an d pushing them int o the clutches o f non-Hungaria n 
life canno t b e resolve d wit h th e doctrine s o f Jesus , a s the y d o no t serv e 
the interest s o f th e nation. 155 

....
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Bishop Kapi , th e representativ e o f th e Evangelica l church , spok e i n a 
similar vein : 

This law limits the independence of the church Accordin g to the outlook 
of th e church , th e ac t o f conversio n t o Christianit y turn s th e conver t int o 
a Christian , an d s o it is natural fo r th e church t o defend he r believers . The 
church make s sur e the y find  thei r plac e i n Christia n societ y a s Christia n 
citizens enjoyin g equa l rights ; similarly , th e churc h ensure s the y ar e no t 
limited i n an y wa y whe n the y decid e t o marr y Th e stat e shoul d b e 
interested i n creatin g an d maintainin g firm  relation s wit h th e church , i n 
educating it s son s i n th e Christia n spirit , an d i n filling  thei r soul s wit h a 
sense o f justice . 

Those to whom thi s law is a heavy sentence—what ar e they to do? Shal l 
they degenerat e bac k t o the place thei r ancestor s lef t a  long time ago , an d 
wither there? 156 

The ministe r o f justice , Laszl o Radocsay , spok e fo r th e governmen t 
in defens e o f th e bill . I n th e mai n h e agree d wit h th e representative s o f 
the churches . H e disagree d wit h the m wit h regar d t o th e degre e o f as -
similation require d o f th e descendant s o f mixe d marriage s i n orde r fo r 
them no t t o b e considere d Jewis h an y longe r an d t o b e deeme d fi t t o 
enter th e Hungaria n Christia n community . H e spok e a s follows : 

At the end o f th e las t century specia l Jewish literatur e an d ar t bega n t o 
develop, materia l whic h wa s spirituall y foreig n t o th e Hungaria n public . 
This developmen t reache d suc h dimension s tha t ther e remaine d n o choic e 
but to perceive the danger inherent in it. Theatre, the arts, the press, music— 
all were saturated wit h thi s foreign spirit . An extremely dangerou s cultur e 
had been created, to which it was impossible to relate calmly Th e Jewish 
control o f ou r econom y endangere d ou r natio n les s than thes e intellectua l 
assaults which were directed against the very soul and culture of the nation . 
For thi s reaso n w e hav e t o pu t a n en d t o thi s unsuccessfu l attemp t a t 
assimilating th e Jews , a  proces s whic h laste d fifty  year s an d fro m whic h 
no positive resul t could possibly evolve—and s o we have to adopt the pat h 
of stoppin g th e assimilation . 

That descendan t o f a  mixe d marriage , havin g grow n u p an d live d i n a 
Christian environment , havin g bee n bor n a  Christia n an d s o growin g u p 
in a  Christia n atmosphere , ha s undoubtedl y bee n completel y assimilated , 
for Christianit y ha s a  vas t assimilator y force . Thi s bil l i s base d o n th e 
assumption tha t th e descendan t o f a  mixe d marriag e wh o ha s reache d s o 
advanced a  stat e o f assimilatio n wil l no t b e considere d Jewis h whe n h e 
comes t o marry . Th e bil l draw s th e borderlin e i n suc h a  wa y tha t whe n 
he come s t o marry , a  descendan t o f a  mixe d marriag e wh o wa s bor n a 
Christian an d whos e parent s wer e Christian s whe n the y married , wil l no t 

....

....

....



ANTI-JEWISH LEGISLATIO N 139 

be considere d a  Jew. Nevertheless , w e mus t protec t ourselve s fro m an y 
further bloo d dilution . 

It woul d see m tha t th e ministe r o f justic e wa s motivate d b y thi s de -
fensive obligatio n whe n h e specifie d hi s objectio n t o recognizin g th e 
Christianity o f certai n convert s fo r th e purpose s o f th e definitio n i n th e 
bill unde r consideration. 157 

The join t subcommitte e adopte d th e final  versio n o f th e bil l o n 
June 23 , 1941 , and afte r it s confirmatio n i n th e legislatur e i t wa s pub -
lished officiall y o n Augus t 8 , 1941 . 

The materia l cite d abov e indicate s tha t th e difference s betwee n th e 
stand adopte d b y the churche s an d tha t o f th e governmen t wer e limite d 
to certain groups of converts. The areas of disagreement between the tw o 
sides wer e restricte d t o detail s o f secondar y importance . O n th e othe r 
hand, governmen t an d churc h hel d simila r view s o n th e principle s tha t 
were the basi s of the legislation . Both side s expressed thei r sorro w a t th e 
mistake tha t ha d occurre d whe n th e Jewis h religio n wa s grante d ful l 
recognition i n 1895 , an d proclaime d th e purifyin g influenc e o f Chris -
tianity i n contras t t o Judaism . Th e style  affecte d b y th e churc h leader s 
in thei r speeche s wa s n o les s abrup t an d insultin g t o th e Jews tha n th e 
style o f th e secula r governmen t representatives . Whe n th e leader s o f th e 
priesthood stoo d up to defend th e status and Christianity o f the converts , 
they expresse d thei r fea r o f "th e degeneration " o f th e latte r bac k t o 
Judaism. Th e chairma n o f th e Neologi c Jewish communit y i n Budapes t 
spoke up agains t the insult directed a t Jews and Judaism b y these expres-
sions: "as if Jewry, the Jewish religion, which was both the first to declar e 
monotheism an d was the cradle of Christianity , is of such a  low categor y 
that adherenc e t o i t implie s regression." 158 

While th e debat e o n th e bil l wa s goin g o n an d afte r th e bil l wa s 
adopted, th e expressio n "fajgyalazas"  (shamin g th e race ) wa s adopte d 
by wide circles in Hungary. The expression was not a  new one, especially 
since th e Nurember g legislation , whic h include d th e phras e "Rassen-
schande"—but afte r th e Hungarian legislatio n i t was commonly use d b y 
all. Accordin g t o th e lega l definition , an y sexua l connectio n betwee n a 
Jew an d a  Christia n woman—excep t fo r prostitutes—wa s considere d 
"shaming th e race. " Th e expressio n rapidl y mad e it s wa y t o article s i n 
the press, speeches, and popular antisemitic songs, alongside other expres-
sions referring to the occupations the "Jewboys" enjoyed, such as evading 
taxation, spreading false, evil rumors, etc. These songs were sung by wide 
circles o n man y occasions , an d i n thi s wa y th e concep t cam e t o enjo y 
wide popularit y an d distribution . 
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Thus historian s vie w th e act : 
Karsai: 

The Race Protection Law had only a little influence on the material situatio n 
of Hungaria n Jewry . Th e Jewish populatio n o f Hungar y regarde d mixe d 
marriages wit h a  lack o f enthusiasm , an d fro m thi s poin t o f vie w th e la w 
caused n o specia l problems . O n th e othe r hand , fro m a  mora l viewpoin t 
the la w ha d a n extremel y debasin g effect . Th e debate s i n th e legislature , 
especially i n Parliament , provide d a n opportunit y t o leve l accusation s 
against the Jews and to attack the m violently . Among those who exploite d 
this opportunity, extreme right-wing members of Parliament were the mos t 
conspicuous: member s o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y an d th e Imred i faction . 
The forme r discusse d a t especiall y grea t lengt h th e degenerat e mora l leve l 
of th e Jews , wit h specifi c referenc e t o thei r extramarita l sexua l relation s 
and their illegitimate births. According to the speakers, Jews were involve d 
in betwee n 6 0 an d 8 0 percent o f thes e cases. 159 These sensationa l debate s 
and speeche s wer e widel y reporte d i n th e pres s an d o f cours e ha d thei r 
effect o n th e attitud e o f th e Christia n populatio n towar d th e Jews. 

Katzburg: 

But beyon d it s humiliating effec t o n ever y Jew a s an individua l an d o n 
Jewry a s a  community , th e la w ha d a n implicatio n whic h wa s mor e far -
reaching, and, in the light of later events, fateful fo r Hungarian Jewry. This 
law gav e lega l sanctio n t o th e principl e o f th e segregatio n o f Jew s a s a n 
inferior race . I n thi s respec t th e Rac e Protectio n La w ca n b e regarde d a s 
a majo r ste p in the process o f th e exclusion an d eliminatio n o f Hungaria n 
Jewry. Noteworth y i n thi s connectio n i s a  commen t b y th e Naz i publicis t 
Kurt Ammon : "[Wit h thi s law ] th e las t wor d i n th e Hungaria n Jewis h 
question ha s no t ye t bee n said , bu t nevertheles s th e La w i s a n importan t 
step toward th e fina l solution , which shoul d b e sought only by settling th e 
Jews outsid e th e country." 160 

Braham: 

By fa r th e mos t devastatin g effec t o f th e la w wa s psychologica l an d 
propagandistic. Whippin g u p th e hysteri a tha t ha d bee n associate d wit h 
Hungary's entr y int o th e wa r agains t th e Sovie t Unio n shortl y before, 161 

the law served as a vehicle for the exacerbation o f the anti-Jewish psychosi s 
connected wit h th e "hol y crusad e agains t Judeo-Bolshevism." I t prepare d 
the ground fo r the acceptance by Hungarian public opinion of the draconi c 
measures tha t wer e t o b e adopte d durin g th e Germa n occupation. l6i 

The Labor  Battalions  Act 

The atmospher e prevalen t i n Hungar y fro m th e lat e 1930 s o n hardl y 
contributed t o th e creatio n o f a  situatio n wher e Jew s woul d b e arme d 
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and serve in the army. On December 2 , 1940 , the Jews who were servin g 
in the army were expelled from their units and stationed in units belonging 
to "labo r battalions." 163 A  decre e promulgate d i n Apri l 194 1 provide d 
the forma l basi s fo r th e separatio n o f th e Jews fro m th e othe r recruits . 
In their ne w unit s me n o f ran k wer e no t allowe d t o wear th e symbols of 
their rank , eve n i f thes e indicate d office r status . Th e regen t confirme d 
the decree, provided i t would no t appl y t o those officers wh o had serve d 
in World Wa r I  and earne d medal s o f hig h distinction . 

Separating th e Jews an d concentratin g the m i n specia l unit s enable d 
the commandin g officer s o f thes e unit s t o trea t thei r me n an y wa y the y 
chose. In mos t case s they treate d the m brutally , an d lif e i n most o f thes e 
units wa s n o differen t fro m lif e i n th e deat h camps . 

Upon Hungary' s joinin g th e wa r agains t Russia , an d upo n th e Hun -
garian arm y pushin g forwar d int o th e conquere d territorie s i n th e 
Ukraine, the labor battalions , too, were sent outside the borders o f Hun -
gary. Th e torturin g o f th e defenseles s Jew s reache d indescribabl e pro -
portions. The exact number o f victims murdered brutall y b y their guard s 
in the Ukrain e will  apparentl y neve r b e known , bu t peopl e i n th e kno w 
assume the number i s somewhere between fifty and sixty thousand. Adul t 
men an d youth s representin g th e bes t o f Hungaria n Jewr y wer e pu t t o 
death i n al l kinds of bizarre fashions . Severa l of the commanding officer s 
of the units had received a  secret order before they left Hungary to "brin g 
their battalio n hom e i n a n attach e case. " I n othe r words , i t woul d b e 
sufficient t o retur n th e lis t o f thos e who survive d afte r th e liquidation o f 
those servin g in the labo r battalions. 164 I n man y unit s th e officer s o f th e 
labor battalion s understoo d tha t whe n th e Jew s i n thei r hand s wer e 
destroyed, th e officer s woul d remai n "unoccupied " o n th e Ukrainia n 
front. Sinc e service in the Ukraine was not performed enthusiasticall y b y 
many o f th e officer s an d me n o f th e Roya l Hungaria n Army , an d sinc e 
the dat e o f thei r retur n t o Hungar y depende d upo n th e liquidatio n o f 
their unit , th e officers , sergeants , an d th e staf f o f eac h uni t compete d 
against on e anothe r a s to who woul d contribut e mor e to hastening thei r 
return home . 

After th e labor battalions became established, the government was no t 
satisfied wit h operatin g the m merel y b y regulations ; th e governmen t 
wanted t o bas e the entire organization o n lega l action t o be taken b y the 
legislature. The ministe r o f defense , Karol y Bartha , presente d a n appro -
priate bil l to Parliament on June 10 , 1942, and—according to a comment 
made b y a  membe r o f Parliament—"i t wa s accepte d wit h pleasur e b y 
every singl e membe r o f th e House. " Th e debat e o n th e bil l onc e agai n 
provided a n opportunit y t o delive r antisemiti c speeche s i n Parliament . 
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While th e debat e wa s i n progress , a  proposa l wa s mad e t o concentrat e 
all Jewis h women , children , an d th e elderl y i n ghettos , parallelin g th e 
concentration o f th e me n i n labo r camp s surrounde d b y barbe d wire . 

The propose d bil l wa s adopte d b y Parliamen t an d move d alon g t o th e 
Upper House . I n presentin g th e bil l th e ministe r o f defens e sai d tha t th e 
law woul d appl y t o al l thos e define d a s Jews accordin g t o th e Marriag e 
Law o f 1941 . Concernin g th e importanc e o f th e law , th e ministe r o f 
justice sai d th e following : 

Let u s no t forge t ou r bitte r experienc e i n Worl d Wa r I , an d le t u s no t 
make such great concessions in the field which comprises the greatest threat . 
. . . I t will be catastrophic i f within th e army framewor k ther e wil l be those 
who d o thei r destructiv e mischief , a s they di d i n 1918 . Now, o n th e othe r 
hand, i n ligh t o f th e se t o f anti-Jewis h law s w e hav e legislated , the y wil l 
act s o strongl y tha t thei r action s wil l dwar f thei r previou s deeds . I  a m 
neither able nor desirous of accepting the responsibility fo r such a situation, 
and especially now, with ou r force s engage d in their mos t difficul t struggl e 
against a n enem y whos e politica l leadershi p i s almos t entirel y i n Jewis h 
hands.165 

When th e subjec t wa s debate d i n th e legislature , th e labo r battalion s 
had alread y bee n i n existenc e fo r ove r a  yea r an d a  half , an d everyon e 
was awar e o f th e brutalitie s thos e servin g i n the m ha d suffered . Never -
theless, th e representative s o f th e Christia n churche s di d no t spea k u p 
against th e murde r o f innocen t recruits , a  phenomeno n tha t ha d becom e 
commonplace. Instead , Bisho p Glattfelde r preferre d t o giv e ven t t o hi s 
philosophical thought s o n hi s favorite topic , ' T he Superiorit y o f the Spiri t 
over Mat ter , " an d indirectl y succeede d i n linkin g hi s topi c wit h th e pro -
posed bil l an d wit h th e har m i t would caus e th e convert s t o Christianity : 

I, an d man y mor e lik e me , whos e outloo k include s th e basi c principl e 
of the superiority o f spiri t over matter, cannot accep t calmly the possibility 
that this topic be decided on the basis of materialistic views. We shall never 
ignore our spiritua l values, the influence o f divine mercy, and the formativ e 
power of sanctity. This is the subject being considered within the framewor k 
of thi s problem. 166 

The bisho p wen t o n angril y an d vehementl y t o den y th e suspicio n tha t 
in defending th e converts he was actuall y defendin g th e Jews. In his speec h 
Glattfelder onc e agai n mad e us e o f th e moti f h e ha d raise d earlier : h e 
who classifie s convert s t o Christianit y a s Jew s insult s them . 

The bil l als o deal t wit h th e premilitar y servic e o f th e youth , know n 
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as Levente. The bil l proposed tha t th e authorities separat e the Christian s 
from th e Jews i n thes e premilitar y unit s a s well . Here , too , th e rule s o f 
the separation were supposed to be based on the definition o f a Jew which 
was par t o f th e Marriag e Ac t o f 1941 . Glattfelder proteste d agains t thi s 
as well : 

If we remove from th e premilitary unit s the youths who grew up with 
a Christian mentality and in a Christian atmosphere, and were never aware 
of thei r Jewish origins , and i f we compel the m no w t o joi n th e cam p of 
the Jews, and thi s law forces the m t o sew onto thei r clothin g the Jewish 
yellow patch—this wil l indicat e a  lack o f consistenc y o n th e part o f th e 
Upper House.167 

At the Synod o f the Catholi c Bishops , too, no notice was taken o f th e 
suffering o f tens of thousands o f Jewish recruit s to the army, the bishop s 
preferring t o limi t thei r anxiet y t o "matter s o f th e spirit. " The bishop o f 
Kalocsa, Gyul a Zicsy , reporte d t o th e Syno d o f Bishop s tha t h e ha d 
received complaint s "tha t i n th e Jewis h labo r camp s th e convert s ar e 
made to work on Sundays as well, and they are not given the opportunit y 
to participat e i n churc h ritual." 168 

The la w wa s adopte d o n July 31 , 1942 . 

The Jewish  Religion  Status-Lowering  Act 

Following th e enforcemen t o f th e anti-Jewis h act s o f 1938 , 1939 , an d 
1941, the formal-legalistic situatio n tha t came about was illogical . While 
the Jews a s individual s suffere d fro m th e restriction s place d upo n the m 
by th e anti-Jewis h legislation , th e decrees , an d th e supplementar y regu -
lations, Judaism a s a  religio n enjoye d a  statu s equivalen t t o tha t o f th e 
great Christia n religions . I t will  be recalled tha t afte r a  long and difficul t 
struggle th e statu s o f th e Jewish religio n wa s i n 189 5 rendere d equa l t o 
that of the Christian churches , and it became "an accepted faith," a  status 
preferable t o it s previous status , tha t o f " a recognize d faith." 169 

Balint Homan , th e ministe r o f religio n an d education , wh o presente d 
the bil l t o Parliament , gav e fitting  expressio n t o th e existin g anomalou s 
situation: 

This bill has no more than declarativ e significance . I t comes merely to 
grant legal form t o the situation alread y existing in actual fact . This con-
dition o f interna l contradictio n ha s com e abou t fro m th e fac t tha t th e 
religious community whose members' rights have been limited by previous 
legislation enjoy s th e status of a  preferred religiou s community . The pre-
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sentation of this bill to Parliament is merely the natural conclusion to which 
the anti-Jewish legislation must lead.170 

The bil l know n a s "Determinin g th e Statu s o f th e Israelit e Religiou s 
Community" wa s presented t o Parliamen t o n Decembe r 17 , 1941. 171 In 
the ensuing debate in Parliament voices insulting Judaism were heard, a s 
well as severe criticism of the spirit that had facilitated granting the Jewish 
religion a  statu s equa l t o tha t o f th e Christia n churche s i n th e 189 5 
legislation. A  representative o f th e Christia n part y claimed , 

Jewry took rapid control of our economic power, but was not satisfie d 
with that . Wit h th e ai d o f liberalism , th e Jews pu t thei r hand s o n ou r 
spiritual power a s well. Who i s it who dares claim tha t i n the prevalen t 
Hungarian atmosphere the value of Judaism is equivalent to that of Chris-
tianity? And so, since there is no way to compare the activities and con-
tributions of the two religions, by granting full rights to the Jewish religion, 
Judaism was actually given precedence, and a great injustice was done to 
the Christian churches Whe n the Christian party accepts the bill hereby 
proposed, we view it as a confirmation of the correctness of the stand taken 
by it s predecessor s [th e Catholi c People' s party , founde d i n th e 1890s , 
which fought a long and stubborn battle against granting Judaism the status 
of "accepte d religion"] . At thi s opportunit y ou r part y request s tha t th e 
Hungarian legislato r not settle for the adoption of this proposed bill , but 
rather no t sto p unti l al l those laws legislated durin g the aforementione d 
struggle agains t the churches.. . are erased from th e Hungarian code x of 
laws. Christian Hungary desires to advance along the Christian path with 
Christian ideas , an d thes e idea s shoul d b e include d i n Christia n 
legislation.172 

In describing the debate concerning the proposed bill , Katzburg wrote, 

An opportunity was provided for attacks on Judaism. Some did so from 
a Christian dogmatic point of view; others in more coarse terms, directing 
their attacks against the Talmud, demanding that recognition (preferabl y 
toleration) o f th e Jewish religio n shoul d b e subjected t o a n examinatio n 
of the tenets of Judaism. An Arrow-Cross party deputy opposed the rec-
ognition o f Jewr y altogethe r an d instea d propose d tha t Jew s b e place d 
under stric t polic e control ; anothe r deput y o f th e sam e party demande d 
that Jewish pupil s b e segregated i n school s an d tha t th e Jews be herded 
into ghettos.173 

After consideratio n i n a n appropriat e subcommittee , th e bil l wa s 
passed t o th e Uppe r House . Sinc e th e bil l containe d n o attack s o n th e 
Christian faiths , i t aroused n o opposition amon g church leaders . On th e 
contrary, thi s bil l matched thei r view tha t grantin g th e status o f a n "ac -
cepted religion " a t th e clos e o f th e nineteent h centur y ha d bee n a  fun -

....
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damentally mistake n act . I t should b e recalled tha t whil e the debate wa s 
raging o n th e propose d secon d anti-Jewis h law , Bisho p Glattfelde r ex -
pressed himsel f i n this vein, praising those members o f the Upper Hous e 
who fort y o r fifty  year s befor e ha d alread y fough t agains t th e strength -
ening o f th e spiri t o f Judais m an d ha d raise d thei r voice s agains t th e 
granting o f equa l statu s t o th e Jewis h religio n an d t o th e Christia n 
faiths.174 Whe n th e governmen t bega n t o lowe r th e officia l statu s o f th e 
Jewish religion , i t acte d i n suc h a  wa y tha t satisfie d th e church , whic h 
had demande d suc h a  step , an d ha d awaite d i t fo r ove r fort y years . 

The ac t wa s adopte d o n July 29 , 1942 . 
It inflicted grea t damag e o n th e Jewish communities . I t ruled ou t an y 

government suppor t fo r Jewis h educationa l institution s o r participatio n 
in th e salarie s receive d b y th e rabbis . Th e se t o f anti-Jewis h law s tha t 
preceded thi s legislatio n severel y impacte d th e livelihoo d o f man y Jews . 
This hurt, poverty-stricken population—which ha d previously borne par t 
of th e expenses o f th e Jewish community—no w becam e a  heavy burde n 
on th e rapidl y emptyin g Jewis h publi c coffers . An d s o th e Jewish com -
munity foun d itsel f damage d tw o o r thre e time s over , wit h th e los s o f 
government participatio n i n its expenses, a  considerable reductio n o f th e 
income collecte d fro m th e Jewish community , an d a  growing numbe r o f 
people dependen t upo n communit y generosity . 

Moreover, denyin g recognitio n o f th e Jewis h religio n struc k har d a t 
the publi c statu s o f th e Jews. The ac t pulled th e ru g ou t fro m unde r th e 
most importan t achievemen t o f th e Jewish publi c sinc e i t had existe d i n 
Hungary. Thi s denia l als o struc k a t th e self-confidenc e o f th e Jewis h 
community—already showin g sign s of weakening—whic h ha d fo r man y 
years viewed itself as possessing equal rights to those of the other religions 
and a s constitutin g a n integra l par t o f th e Hungaria n homeland . 

The Jewish  Estates  Expropriation  Act 
On Marc h 3 , 1942 , Miklo s Kalla y wa s appointe d prim e minister/ 75 

About a  week afte r hi s appointmen t h e appeare d a t a  conventio n o f hi s 
party, th e rulin g party . Th e chairma n o f th e party , Bel a Lukacs , wh o 
introduced th e prim e minister , describe d hi m a s "th e ma n wh o woul d 
lead th e nation i n the path o f th e 'Szege d idea, ' base d o n th e conceptio n 
of defens e o f th e Hungaria n race. " Lukac s wen t o n t o reques t tha t "h e 
lead us along the road t o the ful l realizatio n o f the concept o f right-win g 
policy i n th e Christia n spirit." 176 

In his very first speech, Kallay laid out the internal and external policies 
of hi s government . Wit h regar d t o foreig n polic y h e stated : 
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The first  thin g I  must sa y i s tha t th e governmen t I  hereby presen t i s a 
cabinet o f war , fo r w e ar e participatin g seriousl y i n th e war . I t i s a  mos t 
fateful war , whic h wil l no t onl y decid e th e fates  o f individua l nations , 
whether the y wil l surviv e o r ceas e t o exist ; th e fat e o f th e entir e huma n 
race wil l b e decide d i n thi s war . Fo r u s th e decisio n wa s mad e lon g ago . 
This i s n o temporar y decision ; neithe r i s i t a n opportunisti c one ; fo r w e 
took u p arm s i n suppor t o f German y an d Ital y befor e the y becam e worl d 
powers. We would neithe r hav e bee n worthy o f ou r Hungaria n nam e no r 
fitting heirs to our forefathers' heritage , had we not joined the camp fighting 
against eastern barbarism, had we not stood firm when i t became necessary 
to defen d Christianity , whe n w e awai t th e realizatio n o f ou r loft y Hun -
garian ideals . W e belong , withou t reservation , a t th e sid e o f ou r allies , 
Germany an d Italy , and w e must tak e actio n o n th e battlefields o f Russia , 
for ou r Hungaria n prid e doe s no t permi t u s t o allo w other s t o fight  ou r 
war. Thi s struggl e agains t Bolshevis m i s wha t shal l determin e th e frame -
work o f task s t o b e undertaken b y thi s government . 

In hi s speec h Kalla y repeate d som e hal f a  doze n time s tha t Hungar y 
was a t wa r wit h th e Sovie t Union , an d spok e o f th e sacrifice s th e Hun -
garian natio n woul d hav e t o mak e fo r th e succes s o f it s struggle . 

With regar d t o interna l polic y th e premie r touche d briefl y o n variou s 
problems, spendin g considerabl e tim e o n th e Jewis h questio n whil e an -
nouncing tha t "withi n a  wee k a  bil l wil l b e presente d fo r th e tota l ex -
propriation o f estate s belongin g t o Jews. " Hi s word s wer e applaude d 
noisily, hi s audienc e utterin g sound s o f encouragement : 

The Jews are antisocial beings , both a s a community an d each and every 
Jew a s a n individual . I f w e loo k a t th e balanc e o f Jewis h activit y i n an y 
country, we shall always arrive at the conclusion that , in the long run, the y 
have bee n detrimenta l an d eve n i f w e succee d wit h difficult y i n over -
coming th e damag e the y cause d u s i n 1918 , w e wil l ye t b e unabl e t o b e 
sure o f overcomin g them . An d so , this bil l speaks merel y o f amendin g th e 
social injustic e cause d u s a s a  resul t o f th e activit y o f Hungaria n Jewry . 
. . . Therefore m y outloo k o n th e Jewish questio n i s extremely simple : w e 
must perfor m an y tas k whic h serve s th e interest s o f th e nation . An y ste p 
serving t o advanc e u s i n thi s directio n mus t b e carried ou t withou t merc y 
and without considering any other factor . The Jewish problem is a problem 
of th e entir e nation . 

Displacing the Jews economically is a basic condition for the economica l 
progress of the Hungarian nation , an d practically speaking , I  am abou t t o 
deal wit h onl y a  single  topic—th e proble m o f th e Jewish-owne d estates . 
From this viewpoint my position i s enviable, for I  need only carry out wha t 
I propose d whe n I  wa s th e ministe r o f agricultur e i n Gombos' s govern -
ment: th e tota l an d immediat e expropriatio n o f th e estate s belongin g t o 
Jews. A s i n th e past , today , too , I  wan t t o mak e i t clea r tha t I  hav e n o 

....
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intention o f touchin g an y land , eve n a  single  parce l o f lan d owne d b y a 
Hungarian, a s long as i t is possible fo r m e to mak e us e of land s owned b y 
Jews . .. and so, in the very near future I  shall direct the party and Parliamen t 
to facilitat e th e transfe r t o Christia n hand s o f al l thos e estate s owne d b y 
people t o who m th e anti-Jewis h legislatio n applies. 177 

Kallay wen t o n t o announc e tha t th e Jew s whos e estate s woul d b e 
expropriated woul d b e recompense d i n suc h a  wa y tha t an y large-scal e 
flow o f compensatio n int o th e econom y woul d b e prevented—fo r suc h 
a developmen t migh t hav e a  negativ e effec t o n th e nationa l economy . 
The practica l significanc e o f thi s announcemen t wa s tha t th e governmen t 
would compensat e th e owner s o f th e expropriate d estate s b y mean s o f 
nonnegotiable bond s bearin g interes t a t th e rat e o f 3. 5 percent , whic h 
would b e froze n fo r thirt y years . Accordin g t o th e propose d law , th e 
expropriation o f th e estate s coul d tak e plac e eve n befor e th e su m o f th e 
compensation wa s determined. 178 

At th e en d o f hi s speech , th e chairma n o f th e part y congratulate d th e 
prime minister , promisin g hi m tha t " th e member s o f th e part y woul d b e 
united i n thei r faithfu l suppor t o f th e prim e ministe r an d o f th e trai l h e 
blazed i n hi s speech : th e wa y t o buil d a  Christian , right-win g Hungary . " 

Less tha n a  wee k late r Kalla y appeare d i n Parliament , presente d hi s 
government, an d onc e agai n stresse d tha t th e governmen t wa s a  wa r 
cabinet. Th e genera l lin e o f hi s speec h i n Parliamen t resemble d tha t o f 
the speec h h e ha d delivere d a  wee k befor e a t th e part y forum . Agai n an d 
again h e analyze d Hungary' s participatio n i n th e wa r a t th e sid e o f th e 
Axis forces , th e subjec t croppin g u p i n variou s context s i n thi s speec h 
no les s tha n twenty-fou r times . I t woul d see m tha t Kalla y himsel f note d 
his obsessiv e stressin g o f th e subject , commenting , 

There ma y b e som e wh o thin k i t unnecessar y t o rever t t o thi s subjec t s o 
many times . However , fo r a s lon g a s I  fill this offic e I  shal l indee d repea t 
it agai n an d agai n I n telegram s I  hav e exchange d wit h th e leader s o f 
our allie s I  have stated i n connection wit h ou r foreig n polic y tha t w e hav e 
pursued a  consisten t foreig n polic y fo r ove r twent y years , a  polic y base d 
on Hungary' s unchangin g orientation . Th e unambiguou s significanc e o f 
this orientation i s that, in accordance with it s historic tradition, our natio n 
fights agains t th e Asia n dange r o f Bolshevism , thu s playin g th e rol e o f 
defender o f Christianity . A  furthe r meanin g o f Hungaria n orientatio n i s 
loyalty: loyalt y an d a n obstinat e suppor t o f ou r grea t allie s an d friends , 
the Axis powers, together wit h whom w e struggle for a  more decent worl d 
and fo r a  new Europe Jus t a s our place i s alongside German y an d Ital y 
today o n th e battlefield , s o i t wil l b e tomorrow , too , whe n peac e negoti -
ations take place, at the negotiation tabl e where the decisions for the futur e 
will b e made . 

....
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We hav e com e int o thi s wa r wit h ou r ful l might , wit h al l th e militar y 
power at our disposal. We shall support our army with our entire economic 
effort an d wit h ou r entir e capability . I  have already declare d tha t w e hav e 
come int o thi s wa r becaus e o f ideals , becaus e th e Hungaria n peopl e fight 
against Bolshevis m wit h al l their might . We mus t take part i n this struggl e 
with al l ou r strengt h becaus e thi s war wil l decid e the fat e o f ou r nation — 
survival or cessation. And so once again I beg of you: starting today, starting 
now, pleas e vie w thi s subjec t a s th e mos t centra l an d mos t importan t 
problem o f ou r countr y an d o f al l ou r actions . 

Another centra l topi c i n Kallay' s speec h wa s th e expropriatio n o f th e 
estates belongin g t o Jews : 

The ministr y o f agricultur e i s involve d i n al l kind s o f problems , bu t 
with you r permission , I  wil l no t dea l wit h the m a t presen t I  assum e 
you rea d toda y i n th e officia l newspape r tha t al l th e estate s o f mor e tha n 
500 hold  belongin g to Jews are , from today , i n a  state o f dee p freeze . Thi s 
deep freez e include s al l thei r equipment , bot h thei r livin g equipment , i.e. , 
the animals, and their inert equipment W e have no intention of carryin g 
out th e expropriatio n o f th e estate s b y wor d o f mout h o r b y al l kind s o f 
biological definitions . Th e propose d legislatio n wil l b e carrie d ou t o n th e 
basis o f th e la w fo r th e Protectio n o f th e Race , an d i t i s obvious tha t th e 
legislation hereb y propose d wil l no t recogniz e al l th e exemption s whic h 
were grante d t o certai n Jew s withi n th e framewor k o f th e secon d anti -
Jewish law . 

Incidentally, I  must also announce tha t I  have confiscated al l the forest s 
which were in the hands of Jews. We are talking of more than half a  million 
hold o f forests—i n additio n t o al l th e othe r estates , whose combine d are a 
itself come s t o mor e tha n hal f a  millio n hol d W e shal l expropriat e al l 
the land s i n retur n fo r bonds , w e shal l no t pa y cas h fo r th e expropriate d 
estates. The prime minister also mentioned the role of the minister of justice, 
"who will, in the most immediate future, present a bill for the expropriation 
of th e estate s o f th e Jews." 

Kallay als o referre d t o Jewr y i n general : 

I shal l no t discus s th e Jewish proble m i n orde r t o clarif y th e questio n 
of whether Jewry i s a race or not . I  am of the opinion tha t we have alread y 
passed thi s stage , an d tha t i t ha s bee n clearl y demonstrate d tha t Jewry i s 
indeed a  rac e Thi s i s natura l an d self-explanatory , an d I  am unabl e t o 
think o f Jewry i n an y othe r term s tha n a s a  race. 179 

The first  speake r afte r Kalla y wa s th e chairma n o f hi s party : 

Hungarian polic y ha s bee n base d fo r th e pas t decad e o n th e ide a o f 
protecting the race, on th e ideas of Christianit y an d nationalis m know n a s 
"the Szege d idea. " . .. The various government s recognize d th e unique jus-
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tice of thi s concept , upo n whic h thi s party i s based an d thi s government 
relies, and which has always believed in the right-wing, Christian concep t 
of protecting the race W e have engraved thi s national concep t on the 
pages of histor y o f Hungarian lif e a t a  time when man y European state s 
were still going astray in the channels of false democracy, and sought their 
happiness i n th e spiri t o f th e internationa l idea . Thi s Christia n ide a di d 
not spring up out o f the depth o f th e hearts o f suc h broad circle s in any 
country other than our own, as has happened in our land, as has happened 
to us, when we were called upon to found everything on the solid basis of 
the Christian ide a and Christian morality . 

After congratulatin g the premier on his alliance with the Axis powers, 
the speaker bega n t o discus s internal matters : "The premier' s announce -
ment o f th e expropriatio n o f th e estate s o f th e Jews i s welcomed b y th e 
members of the Party and by Hungarian circle s of a right-wing outlook. " 
He wen t o n t o sa y tha t th e prim e minister' s opinio n o n th e rol e o f th e 
Jews cause d hi m muc h satisfaction ; h e wante d "t o continu e t o marc h 
along th e pat h upo n whic h w e marche d ou r first  marc h las t yea r whe n 
we adopte d th e la w o f Protectio n o f th e Race . W e mus t continu e thi s 
way, thu s ensurin g th e absolut e socia l isolatio n o f th e Jews. " 

The prim e minister' s speec h wa s debate d tha t sam e da y an d th e fol -
lowing. Most of the participants in the debate expressed their satisfactio n 
with th e premier' s approac h t o the Jewish proble m an d encourage d hi m 
in his work. Moreover, the speakers welcomed the prime minister's clear , 
unambiguous stan d regardin g Hungary' s firm  suppor t fo r German y an d 
Italy i n thei r struggl e agains t Bolshevism . 

Count Bel a Teleki , a  representativ e o f th e Transylvania n party , an -
nounced tha t 

full coordinatio n mus t b e achieve d betwee n foreig n polic y an d interna l 
policy. Our fate will be decided in this war, and we have the opportunity 
to lay the foundations fo r a  greater, riche r Hungar y Ou r ful l cooper -
ation wit h th e Axis forces , base d o n ful l mutua l trust , i s the only policy 
capable of concentratin g th e entire nation unde r th e banner o f war . The 
residents o f Transylvani a ar e read y t o suffe r deprivation , fo r the y kno w 
that this suffering i s for thei r own good. 

Bela Imredi, the former prim e minister, spoke for his opposition party , 
expressing hi s happines s a t th e premier' s announcemen t tha t "thi s wa r 
is ou r wa r Indeed , thi s struggl e i s bein g wage d betwee n conflictin g 
outlooks, an d w e mus t find  th e commo n denominato r betwee n ou r an -
cient Hungaria n heritag e an d th e ne w spiri t permeatin g Europe . Thi s 
new spiri t i s striving t o serv e nationalisti c concepts." 180 

On th e followin g day , th e representativ e o f th e Christia n part y ex -
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pressed hi s admiratio n o f Hungary' s prim e ministers , pas t an d present , 
saying tha t " th e peopl e mus t wor k togethe r i n doin g a  goo d dea l fo r th e 
sake o f a  greater , independent , an d Christia n Hungar y Wit h honest y 
and loyalt y w e ar e participatin g i n th e struggl e agains t th e Bolshevik s o n 
the sid e of ou r allies. " The remainin g speaker s uttere d simila r statements . 

In hi s reply , Kalla y repeate d th e mai n point s h e ha d mad e previously , 
adding, "fo r a s lon g a s th e wa r last s w e mus t limi t ou r legislativ e wor k 
to thos e mos t importan t an d urgen t cases . M y proposa l relatin g t o th e 
expropriation o f th e estate s belongin g t o th e Jew s i s a n exampl e o f thi s 
sort o f legislation." 181 

Even befor e th e debate was ove r i n Parliament , Kalla y won th e suppor t 
and encouragemen t o f his district of origin , Szabolcs . The national counci l 
of Christia n craftsme n hel d a  conventio n i n th e capita l o f th e district , 
Nyiregyhaza. Th e honorar y presiden t o f th e organization , membe r o f 
Parliament Kalma n Bertalan , 

praised th e prime minister' s eterna l credi t i n th e victor y o f th e concep t o f 
race protection Kalla y was among the very first in the district of Sabolicz 
to spea k o f th e ide a o f protectin g th e race , an d h e fough t fo r th e victor y 
of th e Christian , socialist , an d nationalis t concep t a s fa r bac k a s twent y 
years ago . He was th e person wh o bega n t o figh t fo r th e politica l concep t 
of protecting the Hungarian rac e during a period when the powerful Jewis h 
liberals controlle d th e soul s o f th e peopl e Kallay , wh o wa s on e o f th e 
first fighters  fo r th e concep t o f protecting th e race , now bring s thi s idea t o 
its culminatio n i n th e expropriatio n o f th e estate s o f th e Jew s I n hi s 
first ac t Kallay proved h e had wo n th e victory o f the concept o f protectin g 
the rac e fo r everyone . 

The resolutio n adopte d a t th e conventio n stated , 

We believ e an d w e kno w tha t b y mean s o f hi s judgment , hi s stron g 
hand, an d hi s fir m resolv e th e prim e ministe r shal l succee d i n advancin g 
the Christia n ide a an d socia l developmen t eve n i n thi s perio d o f wa r 
In humility , i n brotherl y love , i n dedication , an d i n appreciatio n w e con -
gratulate hi s Excellenc y an d hi s family , an d cal l upo n Go d t o besto w Hi s 
plentiful blessing s upo n hi s work an d hi s deeds . 

The loca l pape r devote d a n appreciativ e colum n t o th e resolution , an d 
it wa s quote d i n a  nationa l paper . I t congratulate d Kalla y fo r "hi s first 
act a s prim e ministe r bein g i n th e spiri t o f th e concep t o f protectio n o f 
the race—expropriatin g th e estate s o f th e Jews . Thi s i s no t th e first  tim e 
that Kalla y stand s firm  i n suppor t o f th e Christia n an d socia l concep t o f 
protecting th e race . H e declare d hi s positio n whil e h e wa s stil l governo r 
of ou r district." 18" 
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About a  mont h afte r th e debat e i n Parliamen t th e enlarge d nationa l 
council o f th e rulin g part y convened , wit h th e participatio n o f som e 
thousand delegate s fro m al l part s o f Hungary , member s o f th e part y 
faction i n th e legislature , an d th e provincia l governor s wh o wer e part y 
members. Kalla y delivere d th e mai n speec h a t th e convention . 

In thi s speec h h e deal t onc e again wit h th e subject s tha t ha d com e u p 
for discussio n i n hi s previou s appearance s a t th e part y foru m an d i n 
Parliament. Wit h regar d t o Hungary' s participatio n i n th e war—a topi c 
he mentione d mor e tha n a  doze n times—h e said , 

We shall sacrifice fo r i t whatever we are required—in effort , i n wheat , 
and i n bloo d I  declare openly tha t I  accept th e responsibility fo r thi s 
war, fo r I  know the goal we are fighting for, an d I  even know what th e 
future ma y have in store for u s if we lose I f we do not triumph, there 
shall be no homeland, there shall be no Hungarian people , there shall be 
no religion, there shall be no prayer "Our Father who art in Heaven," we 
shall not have our daily bread, and evil will rule over the face of the earth. 

Kallay appealed to the emotions of his audience and said, "Our soldier s 
are doing their duty so courageously an d so successfully tha t the Germa n 
High Comman d ha s see n fi t t o expres s it s thank s t o them , an d i t ha s 
done s o no t onl y i n a  run-of-the-mil l Orde r o f th e Day , bu t als o i n 
messages i t ha s sen t us. " 

Concerning th e expropriatio n o f Jewis h estate s th e prim e ministe r 
reminded hi s audience that this was actually an old proposal o f his, fro m 
the day s whe n h e serve d a s ministe r o f agricultur e i n th e Gombo s gov -
ernment. H e repeate d hi s vie w tha t i n retur n fo r th e confiscate d land s 
the governmen t woul d pa y i n bonds , adding , "W e canno t allo w th e 
enormous sum s o f compensation ; th e Jew s wil l hav e t o find  thei r wa y 
to undesirable forms of investment: hoarding merchandise, raising prices, 
and simila r negativ e activities. " 

Kallay seems to have been encouraged by the agreement his antisemitic 
steps me t i n th e Hungaria n public , an d announce d additiona l ne w 
steps: 

The bil l ensures tha t anyon e leasing his field to a  Jew wil l be entitled 
to cancel the lease A  most important component of the bill is that which 
states that Jews will in the future b e forbidden t o settle in the countryside. 
A Jew whose lands are confiscated wil l not b e permitted i n the future t o 
retain more land than the area occupied by his home, together with a small 
garden, the maximum are a being 2,000 square meters. 

Kallay even sang his own praises with regard to his practical approac h 
to solvin g th e Jewish problem , an d wa s warml y applauded . 
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I permit mysel f t o say , that o f al l those who have held the position I 
hold today none has treated the subject with the same decisiveness and the 
same precise definitions as 1.1 know that further steps must be taken against 
Jewry. I  know tha t th e Jews must be removed fro m mos t walks of Hun -
garian life. I am also aware of the fact that this removal must be executed, 
not slowly bu t a t an accelerated pace I  know how fas t thi s task mus t 
be carried out . I  feel I  have shown you how fast I  work by raising befor e 
you such proposals as no one in a responsible position in this country ever 
dared even dream about , as recently as one month ago. 

The Kallay  Proposal  for  the  Expulsion 
of the  Jews from  Hungary 

In th e speec h h e ha d delivere d befor e th e enlarge d nationa l counci l o f 
the rulin g party , Kalla y brough t u p a n ide a tha t surprise d hi s entir e 
audience: 

As long a s we are dealin g with th e Jewish question , I  had bette r pu t 
my own standpoint before you I  know there is no final solution to this 
problem othe r tha n th e remova l [Kalla y use d the term kitelepites,  which 
may also be translated as "expulsion," "exiling," "uprooting"] of the Jews, 
who numbe r 800,00 0 peopl e I n th e meantime , th e Jews mus t b e re-
moved fro m eac h and every socially and nationally importan t position — 
until such time as the final solution becomes feasible. 183 

In thi s par t o f hi s speec h Kalla y mad e us e o f tw o expression s tha t 
became catastrophi c fo r th e Jew s durin g Worl d Wa r II—"th e remova l 
of the Jews" and "the final solution." With regard to "the final  solution," 
we shal l giv e Kalla y th e benefi t o f th e doub t an d assum e tha t h e use d 
the expressio n withou t th e significanc e an d th e inverte d comma s tha t 
were adde d t o i t a t a  late r stage . However , thi s i s certainly no t s o wit h 
regard t o th e idea o f "removin g th e Jews." This was the first  time i n th e 
modern histor y o f Hungar y tha t a  perso n a t th e ver y pinnacl e o f th e 
executive pyrami d publicl y announce d plan s t o expe l al l th e Jews fro m 
Hungary. Suc h opinion s ha d bee n expresse d previously , bu t no t b y s o 
prominent a  personality . I t shoul d b e note d tha t Kalla y hurle d th e ide a 
of expellin g th e Jews int o th e politica l an d publi c lif e o f Hungar y abou t 
two year s befor e th e Germa n invasio n o f tha t country . 

The ide a wa s absorbed , bega n t o sprea d rapidly , an d wa s referre d t o 
on a  practica l basi s b y variou s factors , bot h i n Parliamen t an d outsid e 
it. I t ma y b e assume d tha t whe n th e tim e cam e fo r th e expulsio n o f th e 
Jews i n 1944 , th e ide a o f uprootin g hundred s o f thousand s o f citizen s 
from thei r home s ha d alread y los t mos t o f it s strangeness . 

Kallay wa s ahea d o f hi s time , even ahea d o f th e Germans . 
As part o f th e debat e o n th e bil l expropriating th e estates , which wa s 
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held a t th e en d o f May , a  deput y representin g th e rulin g part y referre d 
to th e ide a o f exilin g th e Jews tha t Kalla y ha d brough t up : 

The prime ministe r ha s announce d tha t th e Jews shoul d b e exiled fro m 
Hungary. Since the bil l before u s concerning the expropriation o f Jewish 
property i s limited to a single sector, the agricultural sector , we should— 
in the spiri t o f th e concep t o f exil e a s proposed b y the prime minister — 
prepare a  serie s o f regulation s t o compris e a  suitabl e metho d o f expro -
priating all valuables owned by the Jews.184 

The debat e i n Parliamen t continue d int o th e beginnin g o f June . On e 
member o f Parliamen t spok e o f th e ideologica l lin k betwee n th e ex -
propriation o f lan d an d th e expulsio n o f th e Jews : "Lan d i s no t a 
normal trad e item ; lan d i s ou r livin g space , a  par t o f th e Hungaria n 
homeland. Hungaria n lan d an d th e Hungaria n natio n ar e th e com -
ponents o f th e Kingdo m o f St . Istvan . Th e propose d la w i s a n integra l 
part o f th e progra m aime d ultimatel y a t th e exilin g o f th e Jew s fro m 
the country." 185 

Other member s o f Parliamen t referre d t o various aspect s o f th e treat -
ment accorde d th e Jews withi n th e framewor k o f th e discussio n o f th e 
proposed bil l and while referring to the prime minister's various speeches. 
One Parliamen t membe r suggeste d broadenin g th e prime minister' s pro -
posal t o forbi d Jewis h settlemen t i n the villages ; he demanded "tha t th e 
prohibition o n Jews purchasing rea l estat e no t b e limited t o the villages , 
but rathe r expande d t o includ e th e town s a s well. " Ye t anothe r Parlia -
ment member referred t o what Kallay had said about Jewish lessees: "Le t 
us spee d u p th e solutio n t o th e proble m o f th e estate s i n th e hand s o f 
Jewish lessees." 186 

Another speake r referred t o the process of expropriating Jewish phar -
macies, and proposed that "just like the compensation procedure in return 
for expropriate d land , so we must se e to i t that th e pharmacy owner s b e 
recompensed i n bonds." 187 

Yet another speake r cam e to what h e fel t wa s the self-eviden t conclu -
sion t o b e draw n fro m th e confiscatio n o f Jewish-owned land : 

The Jews, wh o ar e a t th e presen t tim e busil y losin g thei r propert y an d 
becoming proletarians , compris e a  rea l publi c danger , sinc e the y ar e in -
volved with the simple, ignorant folk wh o tend to believe everything. For 
this reason it is not enough to expropriate Jewish lands and property. After 
the expropriation , a  suitable regulatio n i s to b e enacted, on e which wil l 
rule that al l the Jews are to be gathered in a closed area. 188 

It shoul d b e note d tha t th e ide a o f exilin g th e Jew s wa s deliberate d 
outside o f Parliamen t a s well . The Hungaria n ambassado r t o Germany , 
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Dome Sztojay—wh o wa s t o becom e Hungaria n prim e ministe r afte r th e 
German invasio n o f Marc h 1944—expresse d hi s opinio n late r i n 194 2 
that "i t woul d b e righ t fo r th e governmen t o f Hungar y t o exil e a  con -
siderable portio n o f th e Jewish populatio n t o occupie d section s o f Rus -
sia." Sztoja y spok e o f betwee n on e an d thre e hundre d thousan d Jew s 
who wer e t o b e exiled immediately. 189 

The bil l wa s receive d favorabl y b y Parliament . Th e ministe r o f agri -
culture eve n complimente d th e oppositio n fo r no t havin g expresse d an y 
ideological oppositio n t o th e proposal. 190 On e o f th e speakers , Coun t 
Gyorgy Apponyi , di d expres s hi s reservation s regardin g th e ide a o f th e 
government offering valueles s compensation fo r the expropriated estates , 
but he , too , expresse d hi s agreemen t wit h th e ide a o f expropriation : 
"According t o th e outloo k o f Christia n morality , th e righ t o f th e indi -
vidual t o propert y end s wher e i t come s int o conflic t wit h th e publi c 
interest. Th e righ t o f expropriatio n exist s i n ever y civilize d state , bu t 
compensation fo r th e confiscated land s mus t b e paid i n accordance wit h 
the ful l an d tru e valu e o f th e lands." 191 

Yet anothe r speake r wh o too k par t i n th e debat e durin g tha t sessio n 
referred t o the problem o f expropriation withou t suitabl e compensation , 
asserting, "Let us not worry about certain regulations violating the rights 
of the individual, for the ancient Hungarian constitutio n presents us with 
many examples of this kind. We are living today in a period which oblige s 
us to apply new approaches i n place of al l kinds of outdated laws , which 
do no t adequatel y mee t th e need s o f th e nation." 192 

It wasn't long until a certain member of Parliament even came up with 
an ideologica l justificatio n fo r expropriatio n withou t appropriat e com -
pensation. "Accordin g t o th e Hungaria n constitutiona l outlook , th e 
source o f privat e propert y i s th e hol y crow n o f th e kingdom , whic h 
represents th e genera l publi c a t it s highes t level . Thi s i s especiall y tru e 
when dealin g with rea l estate . In  certain case s the holy crown ma y hav e 
its ownershi p right s restored." 193 

The bil l was adopted b y Parliament o n June 10 , 1942 , and sen t to th e 
Upper House. 194 There i t was considered without delay , the House bein g 
united i n it s positiv e approac h towar d it . Th e bil l wa s weakl y oppose d 
by one member of the Upper House, himself a  landowner, who expresse d 
his anxiety that the confiscation o f Jewish estates without paying suitabl e 
compensation migh t serv e a s a  precedent : 

One of the important elements of our constitution has been the procedure 
whereby i n every cas e of expropriation , th e recompense ha s been deter -
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mined by an independent cour t of law. This deviation fro m th e accepted 
procedure arouses anxiety that in another period and under changing cir-
cumstances the regime may apply this method to other people's estates as 
well.195 

The ministe r o f agricultur e expresse d hi s appreciatio n o f th e Uppe r 
House fo r it s matter-of-fac t approac h t o th e bill . "W e d o no t disagre e 
on th e outloo k whic h determine s tha t lan d belongin g t o th e Hungaria n 
homeland mus t remai n i n Hungaria n hands." 196 Th e Uppe r Hous e 
adopted th e bil l wit h mino r amendment s o n June 15 , 1942 . 

The historia n Katzbur g refer s t o thi s bil l i n th e followin g way : "Th e 
significance o f th e la w wa s chiefl y political . Hungaria n Jew s regarde d 
the righ t t o ow n rea l estat e a s a  symbo l o f thei r civi l equality . Th e ba n 
on lan d ownershi p remove d on e o f th e las t remnant s o f Jewis h 
emancipation."197 

The positio n adopte d b y th e churc h leaders—especiall y b y thos e o f 
the Catholi c church—call s fo r specia l consideration . Contrar y t o thei r 
actual an d decisiv e involvement i n the debates o n th e earlie r anti-Jewis h 
bills—especially on the first three bills—this time the leaders of the Chris-
tian churches , member s o f th e Uppe r House , stoo d ou t b y no t partici -
pating i n th e debat e o n th e propose d law . I n ligh t o f thei r declare d 
antisemitic views , a s thes e ha d bee n expresse d i n ever y on e o f thei r 
speeches delivered durin g the consideration o f the anti-Jewish legislatio n 
both i n th e Uppe r Hous e plenu m an d i n it s subcommittees , on e canno t 
be surprised tha t the y di d no t objec t t o th e robber y bein g carried ou t i n 
the guis e o f legislation , thoug h ther e ma y hav e bee n additiona l reason s 
for thei r silence . 

It i s reasonabl e t o assum e tha t th e fac t tha t th e head s o f th e priest -
hood ignore d th e subjec t resulte d fro m thei r awarenes s o f th e meanin g 
of the expropriation o f th e estates. The churches were among the larges t 
landowners i n Hungary. 198 A t th e sam e time , on e o f Hungary' s mos t 
serious problem s wa s th e povert y tha t wa s instrumenta l i n th e degen -
eration o f he r agricultura l workers , wh o ha d n o lan d o f thei r ow n an d 
who numbere d som e thre e millio n a t th e time . Mos t o f thi s hug e 
population live d unde r th e severes t conditions , thei r statu s no t amount -
ing t o muc h mor e tha n tha t o f th e vassal s o f earlie r centuries . The y 
lived o n th e land s o f thei r master s an d labore d exceedingl y har d fo r 
a minima l wage . Th e pat h t o improvemen t o f thei r conditions , thei r 
status, an d thei r educatio n wa s almos t completel y blocked , an d the y 
had n o rea l hop e o f improvement . Afte r th e event s o f 1918-192 0 th e 
leaders o f Hungar y realize d tha t i t wa s necessar y t o find a  wa y t o 
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improve th e condition s o f thi s populatio n stratum . Plan s wer e lai d fo r 
a necessar y agraria n reform , bu t thes e remaine d embryoni c an d neve r 
reached th e stag e o f actua l implementation . 

Whenever the question of agrarian reform came to be of public interest, 
the Catholi c church—itsel f th e owne r o f hug e estates—fel t itsel f threat -
ened, and devote d tim e and though t t o repelling the challenge. Upon th e 
government's preparin g a  bil l on th e topic in the early 1920s , the Syno d 
of Catholi c Bishop s referre d t o i t i n thi s way : 

To whateve r exten t a  fai r divisio n o f land s i s desirable , a  far-reachin g 
agrarian refor m i s equally dangerous , becaus e i t opposes th e concep t of 
the right to possess private property, it lessens the fruits of labor, it furthers 
the existence of a revolutionary atmosphere, and strikes at the foundations 
of cultura l institutions . Th e Synod o f Bishop s i s able t o participate i n a 
national campaig n aimed against the danger inherent in excess.1" 

The bishop s thu s determine d thei r basi c stan d relativ e t o th e ide a o f 
"agrarian reform. " Fro m a  stud y o f additiona l protocol s o f session s o f 
the Syno d o f Bishops , th e bishop s woul d see m t o hav e adhere d t o thi s 
stand o f their s fo r th e ensuin g twent y year s durin g whic h th e subjec t 
periodically came up for discussion/ 00 The bishops expressed their desir e 
to assis t th e government , bu t stipulate d condition s fo r thei r assistance : 

To further th e existence and happiness of the nation, the church is willing 
to make sacrifices t o the greatest exten t possible . The cardinal, however , 
has especially stresse d tha t th e churc h i s unwilling t o endange r it s insti-
tutions, for thei r surviva l i s of suprem e nationa l interes t I f and when 
it is proposed tha t certain lands belonging to the church be distributed in 
order t o facilitat e th e establishmen t o f smal l farms , th e churc h wil l b e 
willing to do so, but only on condition that the leases be drawn up between 
church and state, and not between church and the lessees. In this way the 
church wil l be sure that the leasing fees will actually be paid her/ 01 

The Syno d o f Bishop s als o announce d tha t i t woul d "b e willin g t o 
support a  Land-Leas e bill , o n conditio n tha t th e right s o f th e churc h 
as a landowner ar e preserved, and that the church receives full compensa -
tion fo r it s agreemen t t o th e leasing." 102 A t anothe r sessio n th e bishop s 
expressed thei r opinio n tha t i t wa s "desirabl e fo r som e bod y t o b e se t 
up t o mak e al l necessar y arrangement s whil e guaranteein g Catholi c 
interests."203 

The bishops ' debate s an d resolution s indicat e thei r awarenes s o f th e 
importance o f ownin g lan d an d thei r knowledg e o f ho w matter s coul d 
be arranged i n such a  way as to guarantee Catholi c interests . They kne w 
how t o word thei r stipulation s i n order t o ensure thei r ownershi p o f th e 

....
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lands eve n afte r the y wer e leased—i n retur n fo r appropriat e compensa -
tion, th e responsibilit y fo r th e actua l paymen t bein g th e government's . 

Those same bishops, headed b y the cardinal, remained indifferen t an d 
could no t find a  single word i n favo r o f "th e ide a o f th e righ t t o posses s 
private property," when the property unde r discussio n belonge d t o Jews. 
Similarly, they were no t perturbed b y the possibility o f th e existence "o f 
a revolutionar y atmospher e an d o f har m don e t o th e foundation s o f 
civilized institutions " i n th e wak e o f th e distributio n o f th e land s tha t 
had bee n take n fro m th e Jews. 

In this light , there would see m to b e more than a  little cynicism i n th e 
speech Sered i delivere d abou t a  yea r afte r th e Expropriatio n o f Jewis h 
Estates La w wa s adopted , a t a  nationwid e Catholi c conventio n hel d i n 
Budapest: 

We respec t everyone' s righ t t o hi s privatel y owne d property , whic h h e 
acquired either courageously or industriously, or which he inherited fro m 
his forefathers wh o acquire d i t either courageousl y o r industriously . Ac-
cording to the doctrine of Jesus we fearlessly deman d the enforcement o f 
justice in the mutual relations between individua l an d collective/ 04 

In th e cardinal' s opinion , "justic e accordin g t o th e doctrin e o f Jesus " 
would see m t o b e powerless t o com e t o th e defens e o f Jewish property . 

One of the immediate results the government expected o f the agraria n 
reform was the availability of plots of land on which the homes of agricul-
tural and industria l workers were to be built. In this way the governmen t 
hoped to appease to some extent the rage of the manual laborers who, de-
spite their rigorous labors, benefited bu t littl e from thi s labor, making n o 
progress whateve r towar d a  bette r future . Th e prim e ministe r referre d 
both to this problem and to the opportunities inherent in the expropriation 
of Jewish lands. i05 A member of Parliament referred t o the subject as well, 
stressing the necessity of a  solution fo r the problem: "Th e solution of th e 
problem of distributing the plots for th e construction o f homes should b e 
viewed as one of the most important and urgent matters."*06 

And so the minister o f agricultur e expresse d hi s willingness to ascrib e 
urgency t o thi s problem. I n hi s summatio n an d repl y t o th e debater s h e 
said, "Firs t an d foremost , I  shall devot e specia l attentio n t o th e solutio n 
of th e problem o f plots o f lan d fo r constructio n an d t o th e furtherin g o f 
this matter."* 07 

Since th e genera l publi c considere d th e solutio n o f th e constructio n 
lot proble m mor e immediat e an d simple r t o execut e tha n th e compre -
hensive solutio n o f grantin g agricultura l lan d t o million s o f landles s ag -
ricultural worker s fo r cultivation , i t als o arouse d mor e hop e an d 
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expectation i n public opinion . Th e government , wit h a  considerable de -
gree o f justification , expecte d th e distributio n o f lot s t o th e need y fo r 
construction t o functio n a s a  safet y valve , releasin g t o som e exten t th e 
pressure o f tha t publi c opinion . In  ligh t o f th e fac t tha t th e premie r 
announced explicitly , " I shal l no t touc h an y Hungarian lan d a s lon g 
as i t i s possible fo r m e t o us e th e lan d belongin g t o Jews," zo8 i t ma y b e 
possible t o assum e tha t i n additio n t o thei r traditionall y hostil e stan d 
regarding th e Jew s an d Judaism , churc h leader s considere d th e confis -
cation o f Jewish estate s t o b e useful—tha t is , the mor e problem s solve d 
by means of the lands expropriated from the Jews, the smaller the number 
of accusin g fingers  t o b e pointe d a t th e churches , th e owner s o f gian t 
estates, fo r no t participatin g i n th e effor t t o reliev e the suffering  o f mil -
lions o f thei r landles s an d homeles s congregants . 

Another fatefu l topi c raise d i n th e prim e minister' s speeche s was , a s 
already noted, the idea of exiling the Jews from Hungary . I t is interesting 
to follow th e reaction o f the churches to this proposal. This reaction wa s 
voiced indirectly , bu t th e inten t o f it s messag e wa s unmistakable . 

Two weeks after Kallay' s announcement of the plan for a  final solution 
to th e problem o f Hungary' s eigh t hundre d thousan d Jew s b y mean s o f 
their expulsion, Cardina l Sered i appeared a t a ceremony held in the tow n 
of Nagyvara d o n th e 750t h anniversar y o f th e canonizatio n o f on e o f 
Hungary's first  Christia n kings , St. Laszlo. Seredi chose the topic of "th e 
obligation to obey the laws of the state" as a central motif fo r hi s speech: 

We are to learn fro m ou r king , St. Laszlo, that a s Christians we have to 
strive fo r sanctit y i n al l walks o f life , an d we even have to achiev e tha t 
sanctity. In order to achieve our goal, we must adhere to our faith according 
to the example he set us W e must ascribe to the will of God not only 
religious laws, but also those of the state, and so we are obligated to obey 
them to the best of our conscientiou s awareness . We must view them as 
obligating us, just as our king, St. Laszlo, did. 

The truth i s that no t only was the great king conscious of Jesus' com-
mands—"Render unt o Caesa r tha t which is Caesar's, and unto God tha t 
which i s God's"—he also spread the doctrine of the apostle unto the na-
tions: "Everyone mus t be loyal to the authorities, because authority i s of 
God." And so, one who resists the authorities i s resisting God, and those 
who do so merely bring harm upon themselves . It is thus important tha t 
you b e faithfu l t o th e regim e no t onl y fo r fea r o f punishment , bu t als o 
because of the command given by your conscience. 

In light of thi s it is self-evident tha t i f we desire to be good Catholic s 
and loya l Hungarians , we have to accep t the fact tha t no t onl y the laws 
of the church obligat e us conscientiously. Ou r homeland , too , is entitled 
to legislat e obligator y laws , an d indee d ha s suc h laws . Th e la w o f th e 
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church ha s bee n clea r sinc e it s ver y founding , rulin g tha t th e ruler s o f 
nations ar e entitled t o pass law s which obligat e thei r subject s fro m a  con -
scientious viewpoint , fo r thei r law s ar e the logica l resul t o f th e obligatio n 
to furthe r th e interest s o f societ y An d so , th e churche s protec t th e 
interests o f thei r state s eve n mor e efficientl y tha n th e stat e authoritie s 
themselves ca n do. i09 

As already noted , th e fac t tha t the Seredi speech followe d tha t o f Kalla y 
so closely is what render s the Seredi speech a s significant a s it is. Regardin g 
the obligatio n o f obedienc e t o secula r authority , Christian s wer e in -
structed b y th e founde r o f thei r faith : "Rende r unt o Caesa r tha t whic h 
is Caesar 's"—th e conclusio n being , "on e wh o resist s th e authoritie s i s 
resisting God . " Th e cardina l di d no t categoriz e th e obligatio n o f obe -
dience; neithe r di d h e expres s hi s reservation s a t bruta l announcement s 
made b y th e chie f authority , announcement s whic h I  believe ar e oppose d 
to th e law s o f bot h humanit y an d God . 

Seredi eve n succeede d i n ascribin g t o th e ancien t Hungaria n kin g an d 
his deed s a  dimensio n o f immediac y b y addin g a  numbe r o f biographica l 
details concernin g him : 

Pope Celestin e II I include d hi m ceremoniousl y amon g th e saint s o f 
Christianity 75 0 years ago. His knightly Christia n behavior— a trai t he de-
veloped for himself as king of Hungary—established him as an ideal character 
worthy o f emulation , no t onl y i n the eyes of thos e who succeede d hi m o n 
the throne o f th e Hungarian kingdom , bu t als o in the eyes of al l Christia n 
Europe, who viewe d hi m a s it s leader , bot h spirituall y an d militarily . Fo r 
this reason the leaders of the Crusades—who ha d organized themselves fo r 
the liberatio n o f thos e places which wer e sanctifie d b y our Lor d Jesus an d 
which wer e the n unde r th e rul e o f th e Turkis h idolators—turne d t o Kin g 
St. Laszl o an d invite d hi m t o b e thei r suprem e commander . 

We, hi s descendants , hav e mad e a  pilgrimag e t o hi s tow n i n orde r t o 
express ou r admiratio n o f him . Ye t le t u s no t forge t tha t thi s expressio n 
of ou r admiratio n wil l b e o f valu e t o th e beloved , hol y king , onl y i f eac h 
and every one of us does his very best to live in accordance with hi s exalted 
example Th e lif e o f St . Laszl o i s s o overflowin g wit h religiou s an d 
patriotic theme s tha t eac h an d ever y on e of u s can lear n a  great dea l fro m 
him, an d w e al l ca n advanc e i n th e footstep s o f th e example s h e ha s se t 
for us/ 1 0 

In thi s fashio n Sered i succeede d i n ascribin g immediac y t o th e leade r 
of the ancien t Crusades , an immediac y tha t manage d t o capture th e heart s 
of hi s audience . I t wil l b e recalle d tha t i n hi s speec h i n Parliamen t o f 
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March 19 , 1942—les s tha n tw o month s befor e Seredi' s speech—Kalla y 
referred t o Hungary' s wa r agains t Bolshevis m a s " a renewe d Crusade. " 
"In accordance with it s historical tradition ou r nation wages war agains t 
the Asia n dange r o f Bolshevis m an d fulfill s i n thi s wa y it s rol e a s th e 
defender o f Christianity." 111 

The paralle l i s clear : th e Turk s paralle l th e Russians , an d idolator s 
parallel th e Bolsheviks . 

And Sered i presente d th e king , th e Crusade r leader , a s a  characte r 
worthy of emulation. Indeed, the achievements of that king were emulated 
by Seredi's contemporaries; in fact, the latter surpassed the original. Tha t 
king wa s th e firs t Hungaria n monarc h t o enac t legislatio n agains t th e 
Jews. This occurred in 1092 , at a national conference held in the province 
of Szabolcs . 

A convention of the holy synod took place, headed by Laszlo, the faithfu l 
Christian kin g of th e Hungarians , wit h th e participation o f th e bishops , 
the heads of the monasteries, and the priesthood throughout his kingdom, 
with the approval of the entire nation. They conferred abou t the strength-
ening of Christianity . The synod adopte d th e following resolutions : pro-
hibition o f marriag e betwee n Jews and Christians ; confiscating th e tool s 
of a Jew working on Sunday or on a Christian holy day in a way insulting 
to the Christian spirit ; and prohibiting the owning of a Christian slave by 
Jews.212 

Appealing t o th e traditio n o f St . Laszlo was , i n a  way , th e closin g o f 
a histori c cycle . As the historia n Venetiane r define d it : 

The prohibition o f th e owning of a  Christian slav e was in itsel f a  severe 
economic blow at the Jews, for it denied them the opportunity of cultivating 
their lands Thi s limitation already contained the seeds of the economic 
shift which compelled the Jews to abandon agriculture and to turn to other 
economic fields.213 

Despite the long period of time intervening between the decrees of th e 
eleventh centur y an d thos e of the twentieth, th e similarity betwee n the m 
is great : th e reasonin g behin d th e anti-Jewis h decree s i n bot h case s wa s 
the desir e "t o strengthe n Christianity" ; th e churc h leader s participate d 
in the adoptio n o f th e anti-Jewis h resolutions ; th e decree s were adopte d 
"with th e approva l o f th e entir e nation" ; an d the y forbad e mixe d mar -
riages. With regar d t o th e prohibitio n o f Jewish occupations , th e twen -
tieth-century decree s were far harshe r than those of the eleventh century . 
This applies , too , t o Jewis h ownershi p o f land . Whil e i n th e elevent h 
century denyin g Jewish ownershi p o f lan d wa s th e logica l resul t o f th e 
decrees, in the twentieth centur y th e aim o f takin g over Jewish lan d wa s 
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not eve n disguised . Sered i recommende d tha t hi s believer s "follo w th e 
examples se t fo r u s b y th e ancien t king. " I t woul d see m tha t Seredi' s 
statement tha t "w e ar e t o ascrib e t o th e wil l o f G o d . . . th e law s o f th e 
state a s well " include d Kallay' s idea s o f confiscatin g estate s an d th e 
planned expulsion . Th e conduc t o f th e Hungarian s i n th e summe r o f 
1944 prove s tha t th e word s spoke n b y Sered i i n th e sprin g o f 194 2 wer e 
well received . 

A shor t tw o day s afte r th e Sered i speec h th e Reforme d churc h hel d 
its Genera l Reforme d Conven t Congres s wit h th e participatio n o f th e 
head o f th e churc h i n Hungary , Bisho p Sando r Ravasz . A t thi s congres s 
as well , th e ide a wa s voice d tha t i t wa s necessar y fo r member s o f th e 
church t o carr y ou t loyall y governmen t decisions . Th e mai n truste e o f 
the church , Jen o Balogh , delivere d th e centra l speech , spok e o f subject s 
of immediat e concern , an d said , 

Hungarians belongin g t o th e Reforme d churc h bea r th e yok e o f carryin g 
out nationa l an d churc h roles , an d the y d o s o wit h devotio n an d wit h 
steadfast resolution . Th e Hungaria n nation , i n cooperation wit h he r grea t 
allies, i s fighting  i n thi s world-embracin g wa r fo r importan t values . W e 
must fight  thi s defensiv e wa r o f our s fo r exalte d mora l values , whic h i n 
their importance surpas s an y materia l value—w e fight  for ou r religio n an d 
our faith, we fight against the denial of God, which has become established , 
has developed , an d ha s becom e a  grea t an d organize d power . 

The Reforme d churc h collaborate s wit h th e governmen t i n al l thos e 
areas whic h ar e aime d a t improvin g th e condition s o f thos e million s o f 
deeply roote d Hungarians , livin g i n village s an d workin g o n agricultura l 
farms. Withi n th e framewor k o f ou r creativ e polic y ther e alread y exis t 
useful, beneficen t enterprise s aime d a t strengthenin g th e Hungaria n 
population/14 

The speake r di d no t explai n th e natur e o f th e "useful , beneficen t 
enterprises" aime d a t "improvin g th e condit ions " o f th e agricultura l 
laborers, bu t th e hin t wa s suppose d t o b e wel l understoo d b y th e listener s 
since i t wa s uttere d durin g th e las t stage s o f th e debat e o n th e la w fo r 
the expropriatio n o f Jewis h estates . 

The ide a expresse d b y religiou s functionaries , tha t th e obligatio n o f 
obedience t o th e secula r authoritie s wa s a  religiou s obligation , serve d t o 
strengthen th e positio n o f th e secula r ruler s o f th e state . An d s o i t i s no t 
surprising tha t th e ministe r o f propaganda , Istva n Antal , voice d a  simila r 
opinion. A t a  eucharisti c conventio n a t th e tow n o f Szente s h e lecture d 
on th e subjec t "Catholicis m an d Publi c Life. " H e spok e o f th e role s o f 
the leade r an d th e led , an d said : 
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The leaders mus t remember a t al l times that they are to exercise the powe r 
entrusted t o them accordin g t o the laws o f Go d an d th e exalted principle s 
of justice , love , an d freedom . O n th e othe r hand , thos e le d ar e t o b e 
conscious of th e fac t tha t thei r obligation o f obedienc e t o the lega l leader s 
is in accordanc e wit h th e law s o f Go d Th e mos t brutal , barbaric , an d 
horrible regime ever to rise to power i n human histor y threatens Christia n 
Europe fro m th e east . By virtue o f th e flood o f it s cohorts , by virtue o f it s 
untapped materia l powe r an d it s rude brutality , Asiati c Bolshevism strive s 
to subjugate Christia n Europe , which has cultivated it s culture in the spiri t 
of Jesus ' cross . 

We are to build a  social order based on the laws of Jesus, viz., freedom , 
justice, mutua l socia l responsibility , huma n respect , and , i n short—Chris -
tian brotherhoo d an d solidarit y i n th e spiri t o f th e doctrin e o f Jesus/ 15 

As th e wa r dragge d on , disgus t wit h an d fea r o f communis m wer e 
increasingly voiced , a s wa s th e identificatio n o f Judais m wit h commu -
nism. Sometime s thi s identificatio n wa s merel y hinte d at , sometime s 
stated explicitly . Fro m th e prominenc e accorde d th e struggl e o f com -
munism agains t Christianity , on e coul d clearl y conclud e tha t communis m 
was no t a t wa r wit h Judaism. O n th e contrary , communis m an d Judais m 
were capabl e o f coexistin g harmoniously , a t on e an d th e sam e time : 

The minister of propaganda, Istvan Antal, came to the town of Szombathely 
as th e gues t o f Bisho p Jozse f Gros z I n hi s speec h h e pointe d ou t th e 
fact tha t we have to face up to the red danger threatening us from th e east . 
Together wit h ou r grea t allie s w e ar e participatin g i n thi s struggl e bein g 
waged fo r Europea n cultur e an d fo r th e Christia n wa y o f life. zi6 

The bisho p o f Szekesfehervar , Lajo s Shvoy , spok e les s obscurely . H e 
was explici t wher e th e ministe r o f propagand a ha d bee n implicit . I n a 
Shepherds' Epistl e h e publishe d o n th e occasio n o f th e 194 3 Lent , h e 
pointed a n accusin g finger  a t thos e h e considere d responsibl e fo r th e 
outbreak o f war , an d wen t s o fa r a s t o revea l t o hi s reader s th e motive s 
of thos e wh o li t th e fire  o f war : 

Ignoring th e Gospe l o f ou r Lor d Jesus—jus t a s hereti c philosoph y an d 
international Jewr y hav e don e fo r decades—i s wha t ha s le d th e Christia n 
nations to this point Hereti c Bolshevism and its new idolatry are waging 
a life-and-death struggl e agains t th e Christia n outlook , thei r goa l bein g t o 
wipe Christianit y of f th e fac e o f th e earth . 

The bisho p prove d optimisti c abou t th e result s o f th e struggle : " A 
new worl d an d a  ne w societ y wil l com e abou t a s a  resul t o f th e difficul t 
birth pang s o f thi s struggle , an d th e glor y o f victor y wil l belon g t o th e 
eternal Kin g o f al l generations : th e Lor d Jesu s Christ." 2 1 7 
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With regar d t o th e Jews the message was clear : the y hav e no place i n 
that "ne w worl d an d ne w society " t o b e establishe d afte r th e wa r wa s 
over, fo r the y were amon g the initiator s o f th e war agains t Christianity . 

With th e adoptio n o f th e anti-Jewis h legislatio n i n th e summe r o f 
1942, the anti-Jewish legislativ e process came to an end, but thi s did no t 
mean tha t Jewish sufferin g wa s over . Fo r abou t a  yea r an d a  half , fro m 
the adoptio n o f th e anti-Jewis h law s o f 194 2 unti l th e Germa n invasio n 
of 1944 , the various government ministries came out frequently wit h ne w 
regulations, operativ e instructions , an d decree s tha t wer e aime d a t cre -
ating the practical frameworks fo r th e implementation o f the anti-Jewis h 
laws. A  considerabl e portio n o f th e implementatio n o f th e anti-Jewis h 
legislation wa s entruste d t o th e loca l authorities : provincial , municipal , 
and villag e councils . Most o f thes e di d thei r bes t t o embitte r th e live s of 
the Jew s an d di d mor e tha n wa s require d o f the m b y th e centra l gov -
ernment. No t i n vai n di d Kalla y prais e th e villag e notarie s fo r "thei r 
loyalty an d thei r efficiency, " whil e announcin g th e increase d authorit y 
of th e loca l councils. 218 

The loca l authorities , wh o wer e mos t activ e i n implementin g th e ex -
propriation order s agains t th e Jews, called upo n th e loca l populatio n t o 
cooperate with the government, and they responded willingly to this call , 
as i n th e followin g example . 

As th e dissectio n o f Czechoslovaki a began , i n th e autum n o f 1938 , 
territory fro m th e sout h o f tha t countr y wa s annexe d t o th e nort h o f 
Hungary. The Hungarian authorities set up public committees to examine 
and reorganiz e the occupation permit s held b y the tradesmen an d crafts -
men i n th e ne w territories . Th e Catholi c periodica l Uj  Elet reporte d i n 
its first  issu e o f 194 3 o n th e goo d result s o f thi s reorganization : 

The excitement aroused by the publication of the instruction issued by the 
prime minister's office , makin g mandatory a  renewed examination o f the 
occupation permit s of tradesmen an d craftsmen, calme d down some time 
ago Thi s instruction enabled the local population to take an active part 
in carrying out these changes. In each and every district a local committee 
was se t u p t o expres s it s opinio n o f th e possessor s o f permits . The au -
thorities were represented on these committees by a single delegate, all the 
other committee members representing the various strata of the local pop-
ulace. Thes e committee s wel l reflecte d th e opinio n o f th e publi c i n th e 
relevant district . 

According to the data just published, out of 22,847 possessors of permits 
6,220 were Jews at the time of the return of these areas to our Hungarian 
homeland Durin g the reconsideration , th e permits o f 3,74 8 Jews and 
of J9  Christian s wer e cancele d I t i s a  wonderfu l fac t tha t s o man y 
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Christian tradesme n an d craftsme n hav e been s o rapidly integrate d int o 
our economy, after removin g so large a number of Jewish merchants and 
craftsmen withi n the framework o f the changes taking place Accordin g 
to the data of June 1941, 3,119 permits were issued to Christian craftsme n 
and tradesmen to replace the 3,748 permits taken from th e Jews, and the 
Christians have already initiated thei r economic activity/ 19 

A numbe r o f point s i n thi s lis t ar e noteworthy—first , th e expressio n 
"the excitement.. . calmed down" : th e prolonge d processe s o f incitin g 
against th e Jews an d chokin g of f thei r livelihoo d ha d bee n normalized , 
and was treated a s self-evident. Thoug h the y may have aroused som e ex-
citement a t the time of thei r implementation , a s time passed b y the pub -
lic learned to regard them as normal, and "the excitement calmed down. " 

Second, excep t fo r th e lon e governmen t representative , th e commit -
tees—which stol e th e brea d fro m th e mouth s o f thousand s o f Jewis h 
families—were mad e u p o f representative s o f th e people . Th e compile r 
of th e articl e cite d abov e wa s justifie d i n statin g tha t "thes e committee s 
well reflecte d th e opinio n o f th e public. " Third , th e Catholi c periodica l 
did no t sto p wit h a  repor t o f th e activit y o f th e committees . I t als o 
expressed it s undisguise d jo y a t wha t i t defined a s the "wonderfu l fact " 
that th e Christia n tradesme n an d craftsmen , wh o ha d replace d th e Jews 
removed fro m th e source s o f thei r livelihood , ha d integrate d themselve s 
so rapidly int o th e Hungaria n economy . 

It was not only the merchants an d craftsmen wh o stressed thei r Chris -
tianity an d attempte d t o make the most of it ; academic professionals di d 
the very same thing : "The Hungarian Catholi c Doctors ' Association an d 
the Evangelical Hungaria n Doctors ' Union appeale d t o their member s t o 
hang i n thei r clinic s th e unifor m symbo l o f Christianity—th e cros s 
to ensur e thei r constan t actin g an d speakin g i n accordanc e wit h th e 
demands o f th e Christia n worl d o f thought." :L:LO 

The prim e ministe r spok e o f th e natur e o f th e "Christia n worl d o f 
thought." O n hi s visi t t o th e tow n o f Ungvar , Kalla y said , 

We are pioneers, pioneers o f Christia n though t W e Hungarians hav e 
always been the bearers of European cultur e an d we are also the firs t t o 
fight fo r th e national Christia n reviva l W e have to open our eyes , we 
have to make doubly sure of what goes on in this land during this rough 
period. We must not be satisfied with having removed the Jews from various 
positions; it is insufficient t o have removed the influence of Jewish capital. 
It i s most importan t fo r u s to b e rid als o o f th e influenc e o f th e Jewish 
spirit. 
The chie f functionar y o f th e Gree k Orthodo x church , Jeno Ortulay , 

spoke i n th e nam e o f th e loca l populatio n afte r th e prim e minister' s 

....
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speech. I n th e nam e o f th e host s th e Gree k Or thodo x Bisho p Sando r 
Sztojka thanke d th e prim e minister. 121 

Three day s afte r hi s visi t i n Ungvar , Kalla y too k par t i n a  meetin g o f 
the counci l o f hi s party , wher e h e delivere d th e mai n speech . H e touche d 
on mos t o f th e immediat e question s facin g Hungary , an d voice d a  kin d 
of interi m summar y o f th e seve n month s h e ha d bee n premier : 

No chang e ha s take n plac e i n ou r foreig n policy , an d th e meanin g o f thi s 
continuity o f foreign polic y line is our unquestioned loyalt y to our struggl e 
alongside ou r allies . We shal l b e prepared t o mak e sacrifice s t o ensur e th e 
continued existenc e o f thi s alliance , eve n ove r an d abov e thos e sacrifice s 
which ar e obligatory within the framework o f this loyalty Neithe r hav e 
we change d directio n i n ou r interna l policies ; indeed , i t woul d hav e bee n 
impossible fo r u s t o chang e direction , fo r th e directio n w e follo w i s tha t 
which guarantee s th e surviva l o f a n independent , right-wing , Christia n 
Hungary. 

I hereby inform you that the minister of finance will prepare a bill dealing 
with th e imposition o f a  property ta x o n th e Jews. We have no choic e bu t 
to bea r th e specia l expenditure s connecte d wit h ou r wa r effort s an d i t i s 
only natura l tha t w e impose th e mai n portio n o f thos e expenditure s upo n 
those who, over th e las t few decades , have taken contro l o f a  considerabl e 
part of our national property . For my part, I shall do the utmost to increase 
the leve l o f thi s ta x t o it s maximum . 

The housin g shortag e i s one o f ou r socia l problems . I n thi s field,  too , 
the Jews enjoy a  considerable advantage , this phenomenon renderin g mor e 
tangible thei r antisocia l attitude . Thi s problem , too , I  would lik e t o solv e 
in accordanc e wit h th e outlin e I  have draw n up , an d I  would als o lik e t o 
assist i n finding  suitabl e housin g fo r thos e Christia n circle s wh o hav e dif -
ficulty in this. I shall use all my power to ensure that the important position s 
are pu t int o Christia n hand s a s soo n a s possible . 

Let Jewry engrav e o n th e table t o f it s heart : th e Jews mus t giv e u p al l 
hope! Never agai n wil l there be here conditions lik e those which prevaile d 
under th e las t regime , a  regim e whic h woul d compe l u s t o retur n t o th e 
Jews thei r confiscate d lands . Ou r nationa l Hungaria n consciousnes s shal l 
never deteriorat e t o suc h a  nadir . 

And here I  want t o clarify a  certain point : with regar d to our treatmen t 
of th e Jewish questio n I  a m prepare d t o tak e al l th e step s aime d a t sup -
porting the political, economic, and mora l need s of the nation, t o respon d 
to the m an d t o furthe r them . O n th e othe r hand , I  shal l no t b e prepare d 
to tolerate a  situation whereby now, in their defeat , th e Jews do even mor e 
to poiso n th e atmospher e an d engag e i n thei r destructiv e activitie s tha n 
they di d whe n the y wer e strong.* " 

Kallay's repeate d call s t o th e natio n t o contribut e t o th e wa r effor t s o 
as t o defen d Christia n value s di d no t g o unheeded . I n th e ver y sam e issu e 

....
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of the newspaper that carried the Kallay speech cited here, there appeare d 
an articl e tha t emphasize d th e importanc e o f markin g "th e Da y fo r th e 
Treatment o f th e Recruits" : 

The churches participate i n the war effort . Thi s i s self-evident, fo r i n 
this war the fate of the church and of the altar shall be decided: will their 
fate be as it has been in the kingdom of Stalin, or will it be as it is in those 
sections of Europe called "Christian"?... One of the astoundingly human 
features o f thi s war i s the priests who—together wit h Mountai n Hunte r 
units—climbed to the very highest of summits, and the priest-paratroopers 
who landed in their parachutes on the island o f Crete [thes e descriptions 
fit the priests who served in the Nazi army]. 

Our priests, too, are located in the fields of battle near Voronyezs and 
along the Don River . But for ou r churches this is not enough—they have 
been contributing to the war effort i n the spirit of Jesus Christ, the Peace 
Maker Thi s i s th e correc t wa y t o act ! "Th e Da y o f Carin g fo r th e 
Recruits" i s on e o f th e mos t encouragin g feature s o f Hungaria n 
Christianity/23 

It wa s clea r tha t fro m th e beginnin g "th e treatmen t o f th e recruits " 
was no t mean t t o appl y t o Jewish recruits , no r di d i t include them . Th e 
"caring" o f th e Jews was determine d b y the person wh o wa s the maste r 
of life and death o f tens of thousands o f recruits along the Russian front : 
General Guszta v Jany was the commanding office r o f th e defeated Hun -
garian Secon d Army . Man y o f th e labo r battalion s i n whic h th e Jewis h 
recruits serve d had bee n dispatche d t o th e fields of battl e i n the Ukrain e 
and mos t o f these had bee n attache d t o Jany's Secon d Army . Jany, mor e 
than anyon e else , was personall y responsibl e fo r th e torturin g an d mur -
dering o f ten s o f thousand s o f youn g Hungaria n Jews . After th e wa r h e 
was execute d a s a  war criminal . 

After hi s return t o Budapest Jany came to the offices o f the Red Cros s 
to expres s hi s thank s t o th e organizatio n fo r it s activitie s o n behal f o f 
his soldiers. He spoke of the importance of helping one's fellow man an d 
of assistin g th e suffering . "Th e specia l valu e o f thes e characteristic s i s 
inherent i n their stemmin g fro m lov e of Jesus an d thei r bein g permeate d 
with Christia n love."" 4 

The ministry o f propaganda dedicate d it s new abode in Budapest: "I n 
the framewor k o f a  movin g traditiona l churc h ceremony , th e Apostoli c 
Prelate, Zsigmond Mihalovics , sanctified th e building and prayed to Go d 
to besto w Hi s blessin g o f abundanc e upo n th e ne w edifice , upo n it s 
workers, an d upo n th e wor k whic h woul d b e carrie d ou t withi n it s 
walls.""5 

The ministe r o f propagand a spoke : 

....
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Hungarian propaganda base s its methods upon the ideal contained i n the 
concept of Jesus and upon the concept of a homeland Thi s true, noble, 
and pure propaganda i s merely a  desire to preserve in the hearts o f men 
that exalted moral level and to strengthen in their souls those exalted human 
characteristics Th e church of Jesus has been maintaining those exalted 
human characteristics for two thousand years, in the fullness of their exalted 
purity Hungaria n propaganda is guided by two principles: our country 
must remain Hungaria n forever , an d th e glow of th e Cross of Jesus will 
never fade over Hungary and in the souls of the Hungarian people/ 16 

When th e ministe r spok e o f "th e desir e t o preserv e i n th e heart s o f 
men that exalted moral level and to strengthen in their souls those exalted 
human characteristics, " h e chos e t o shu t hi s eye s t o th e existenc e o f a 
group o f peopl e i n Hungary , hal f a  millio n strong , wh o di d no t benefi t 
from th e existenc e o f thos e characteristic s i n th e soul s o f th e leadin g 
circles i n th e state . 

Shutting one' s eye s was the principle guidin g Cardina l Sered i a s well , 
when h e gav e voice t o hi s ide a a t a  nationa l Catholi c convention : 

We Catholic Hungarians strive to further a  better future fo r Hungary . 
. . . We demand justice , both fo r th e individua l an d fo r th e entire public. 
We adamantly rejec t th e allegation s levele d agains t u s from beyon d ou r 
borders to the effect tha t various rights have been denied to our nationa l 
or religious minorities Ther e has never been anything like that in our 
country."7 

Conclusion 

At th e onse t o f th e anti-Jewis h legislativ e process , the Jews o f Hungar y 
were citizens enjoying equa l rights—a t leas t in theory, i f not i n practice . 

Six years suffice d t o tak e u p thi s grou p o f peopl e an d plac e i t outsid e 
the public domain. Most o f the Jews' civil rights were denied them. Thei r 
livelihoods an d thei r institution s wer e discriminate d against . Thei r se -
curity wa s undermined . Physica l assault s agains t Jews i n th e street s be -
came normal events , and the shattering of windows in Jewish homes an d 
shops occurre d nigh t afte r night—an d th e regime di d nothin g t o protec t 
them. O n th e contrary , th e regim e encourage d thos e attacks , i n whic h 
thousands o f Jews los t thei r lives . 

A shor t tim e afte r Hungar y entere d th e wa r agains t Russia , i n Jul y 
1941, th e Hungaria n authoritie s hunte d dow n "foreign " Jew s i n Hun -
gary's northeaster n provinces . Som e thirt y o r thirty-fiv e thousan d Jew s 
were arreste d an d abou t eightee n thousan d o f the m wer e expelle d fro m 
Hungary, int o th e Kamenets-Podols k regio n o f th e Ukraine , wher e the y 
were murdered . 

....
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In th e tow n o f Ujvidek , i n th e are a annexe d t o Hungar y fro m Yu -
goslavia, the Hungarian security forces engaged in "a hunt for partisans. " 
On January 21-23 , I 94z>tne Hungaria n arm y an d police force concen -
trated abou t thre e thousan d Jews" 8—men, women , an d children—an d 
led the m towar d th e froze n Danub e River . Th e securit y force s opene d 
fire upo n them . Thos e wh o wer e no t kille d b y thei r fire  froz e t o deat h 
in th e river . 

We hav e alread y note d th e ten s o f thousand s o f Jew s kille d b y th e 
soldiers an d officer s o f th e Hungaria n arm y durin g thei r servic e i n th e 
labor battalions . 

In the spring of 1944 , as the Red Army crept neare r an d neare r t o th e 
borders of their country, Hungarians began to sense the Communist gian t 
encroaching on them. Decades of propaganda ha d succeede d in implant -
ing th e fea r o f communis m a s th e incarnatio n o f evi l o n eart h int o th e 
Hungarian public . A n integra l par t o f th e anti-Communis t propagand a 
was tha t th e Jews wer e a  fifth  column , th e pioneer s o f th e Communis t 
camp dwellin g insid e Hungary , whil e thei r Communis t allies  threatene d 
the border s o f thei r countr y fro m without . 

A newspaper repor t tol d o f a  mass conference i n the town o f Kiskun -
Felegyhaza, held ten days before the invasion of Hungary by the Germans: 
"The speakers proved objectively , i n an unbiased and unprejudiced man -
ner, the absolute identity of Judaism an d communism. They also pointed 
out way s t o fight  agains t them."" 9 

Of th e importanc e o f th e wa r agains t thes e hazard s w e hear , a t tha t 
time, fro m th e bisho p o f Eger , Bel a Czapik , wh o wa s th e thir d mos t 
powerful officia l o f the Hungarian Catholi c church : " I stil l maintain th e 
rank o f captai n whic h I  earned i n th e Hussa r unit . I  do no t giv e up m y 
rank, an d i f problem s arise , the bisho p o f Ege r shal l onc e agai n pu t o n 
his uniform."" 30 

In light o f th e growing outside pressure , the cooperation betwee n th e 
government an d th e churche s wa s maintained , an d eve n improved . Th e 
authorities foun d a  symboli c wa y t o than k churc h leader s fo r thei r 
support o f th e regime . Th e regen t o f Hungar y grante d hi s archbishop , 
Cardinal Justinian Seredi, the coveted medal of excellence, the great Cross 
of th e Fraternit y o f St . Istvan. 131 

This meda l o f excellenc e wa s awarde d t o onl y on e churc h leade r o f 
the Catholi c church . Bu t i t mus t b e remembere d tha t whil e th e debate s 
on th e step s t o b e taken b y the stat e agains t th e Jews—"the pioneer s o f 
international communism"—wer e i n ful l swing , th e leader s o f th e 
churches consistentl y maintaine d thei r three-wa y solidarity . Al l thre e 
expressed a t ever y opportunity opinion s identica l i n their suppor t o f th e 



ANTI-JEWISH LEGISLATIO N 169 

steps propose d b y th e regime . Therefore , th e awardin g o f thi s meda l o f 
excellence t o th e leade r o f th e greates t o f Hungary ' s churche s ca n b e 
viewed a s a n expressio n o f appreciatio n t o th e leader s o f th e othe r tw o 
churches a s well . 

The stand s adopte d b y th e churche s vis-a-vi s th e Jew s wer e identical . 
Furthermore, the y strongl y resembled—i f the y wer e no t identica l with — 
the positio n take n b y th e leader s o f th e regim e regardin g th e Jews . Th e 
official orga n o f th e Catholi c churc h pride d itsel f i n tha t th e Hungaria n 
legislator imbibe d hi s idea s fro m article s appearin g i n previou s edition s 
of th e publication . Durin g th e debat e o n th e secon d anti-Jewis h act , o n 
April 20 , 1939 , Magyar  Kurir  wrote , 

While Jewry beg s (lik e a  beggar extendin g hi s hand) fo r a  sens e o f broth -
erhood amon g th e Hungaria n public , i t i s unwilling t o ben d eve n a  finger 
in order t o return t o the Hungarians thos e positions it , in its impudent an d 
ruthless arrogance , grabbed contro l o f Th e Jewish questio n ha s not ye t 
been solved , an d it s ver y existenc e i s stifling an d poisonou s Man y im -
portant legislator s hav e adopte d ou r rulings , eve n a s ou r ministe r o f la w 
has adopte d the m i n referrin g often , openl y an d lengthily , t o wha t w e 
wrote i n earlie r issues . 

The Hungaria n peopl e wer e wel l awar e o f th e positio n take n b y it s 
leaders, an d it s hatre d o f th e Jews wh o wer e identifie d wit h internationa l 
communism gre w eve r stronger—a s di d it s fea r o f th e Re d Arm y ap -
proaching th e border s o f it s country . I n th e sprin g o f 194 4 th e banner s 
of tha t arm y wer e flying  o n th e northeaster n slope s o f th e Carpathia n 
mountain range , withi n sigh t o f th e Hungaria n border . Th e triangle — 
the regime , th e church , an d th e people—stoo d firm  i n a  unite d fron t i n 
its oppositio n t o th e Hungaria n Jewis h population , an d thi s populat ion , 
in turn , foun d itsel f helpless , isolated , shunned , debased , beaten , an d 
robbed—at th e foca l poin t o f wave s o f hatred , o n th e mos t fatefu l da y 
in it s histor y o f hundred s o f years , th e da y o f th e Germa n invasio n o f 
Hungary, Marc h 19 , 1944 . 

....
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Introduction 
The Germa n invasio n o f Hungar y o n Marc h 19 , 1944 , arouse d n o op -
position amon g th e Hungaria n populace . Jozse f Darva s describe s th e 
situation i n th e followin g manner : 

The conques t o f th e countr y wa s carrie d ou t quietl y an d arouse d n o at -
tention. O n Sunda y mornin g [Marc h 19 ] S S unit s too k contro l o f th e 
important governmen t building s an d othe r ke y point s Thos e Hungar -
ians whose lives were not endangered b y the conquest regarded events with 
complete indifference . A s far a s they were concerned, the word "conquest " 
was completel y meaningless , fo r th e German s ha d bee n her e befor e a s 
friends an d allies . A s fa r a s the y wer e concerned , nothin g ha d happened . 
A fe w Hungarian s eve n rejoiced : "Th e en d ha s com e o f Jewis h sedition , 
of Jewish betraya l o f Hungaria n interests , o f thei r violatio n o f Hungaria n 
honor an d o f thei r provokin g o f ou r gloriou s ally. " 

Most o f th e populac e o f th e capita l behave d a s i f nothin g ha s take n 
place. Th e masse s parade d throug h th e streets , gigglin g merril y Her e 
and ther e the y woul d stop , watc h th e militar y convoy s an d th e steel -
helmeted soldier s standin g stiffl y o n th e militar y vehicles , nex t t o thei r 
machine guns. Many laughed joyously an d waved a t the soldiers. Had the y 
had flower s i n thei r hands , the y woul d certainl y hav e tosse d the m a t th e 
soldiers Th e resident s o f th e capita l accepte d a s self-eviden t th e fac t 
that the representatives of a foreign power were entitled to arrest thousand s 
of citizens , concentrate them and thrust them into various prison cell s unti l 
these quickl y filled  u p t o overflowing . Th e arrest s wer e carrie d ou t b y a 
Gestapo uni t statione d i n Budapest . Th e uni t ha d n o nee d t o overcom e 
organized resistanc e forces . Al l i t had t o d o wa s t o arres t thos e wh o wer e 
not o f thei r supporters . Everythin g transpire d quietly . Th e onl y exceptio n 
was Endre Bajcsy-Zsilinsky [ a Hungarian statesman of a liberal persuasion], 
who dre w hi s pistol i n face o f th e Germans who brok e int o hi s home. Th e 
Germans sho t hi m an d dragge d him , bleeding , fro m hi s home . 

As far a s is known, these were the only shots fired that day in Budapest. 1 

The Hungaria n peopl e thu s viewe d th e Germa n invasio n a s a  ste p 
taken b y a  friendl y power , aime d a t strengthenin g th e vita l lin k betwee n 
the tw o nations . A s a  newspape r pu t i t a  fe w day s afte r th e invasion : 
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The Hungarian nation has been living for hundreds of years in the Danube 
Basin, sharing the fate of the Germans. Even after they blocked the waves 
of aggressio n approachin g u s fro m th e east , th e tw o nation s wer e stil l 
threatened by common dangers, and both spilled their blood in their strug-
gle for Europea n cultur e and stood together i n the defense o f the eastern 
gates of Europe . This historica l traditio n i s the source of th e unreserve d 
spiritual friendshi p prevailin g between th e German peopl e and th e Hun-
garian people. The Hungarians view the German soldiers who have come 
to us through th e traditional spectacle s of friendship an d armed brother -
hood. Their arrival grants Hungarians peace of mind / 

The force s hostil e to the Jews that ha d existe d i n the Hungarian pop -
ulation reawakened as the Germans invaded and gave tangible expression 
to thei r antisemitism . A s Zandberg pu t it , 

In those days various types of fascists sprang up like mushrooms and filled 
the city streets with their frightening uniforms; they were dressed in a black 
suit, or black trousers , a dark green shirt and a  black tie. A large symbol 
of their party, the Arrow-Cross symbol, glistened on their shirt collars 
These people stoo d ou t everywher e an d a t ever y opportunity . The y or -
ganized parades and rallies , and exploited ever y chance to curse and de-
nigrate the Jews in the streets and other public places. When they realized 
that th e polic e wer e no t interferin g wit h them , the y bega n t o strik e a t 
the Jews physically as well.3 

In th e othe r words , th e rein s were loosened . 
The attitud e o f th e Hungarian peopl e toward th e Jews was expresse d 

during th e first  si x week s followin g th e Germa n takeove r o f Hungary , 
when n o les s than thirty-fiv e thousan d denouncement s agains t th e Jew s 
were mad e t o th e Germa n authorities. 4 In  othe r words , th e antisemiti c 
incitement o f decade s bore fruit , an d no t onl y di d the Hungarian natio n 
adapt easil y t o it s ne w situation ; i t als o di d it s bes t t o assis t th e ne w 
regime i n it s persecution o f th e Jews. 

After th e en d o f Worl d Wa r II , a  Hungaria n statesma n an d write r 
made a n analysi s o f th e attitud e o f th e Hungaria n populac e towar d th e 
Jews. Hi s findings  wer e a s follows : 

If durin g the persecutions a  Jew was to have knocked randoml y o n an y 
door, the odds were that he would have been handed over to the authorities; 
in exceptional cases he could hope the door would be slammed in his face 
and no denouncement b e made to the authorities , but h e had jus t abou t 
no chance at all of being offered refuge , even temporary refuge. 5 

Thus, Laszl o Endre , who wa s appointe d directo r o f th e interio r min -
istry afte r th e Germa n invasio n an d wa s directl y responsibl e fo r organ -

....
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izing th e expulsio n o f Hungaria n Jewry , reflecte d th e approac h o f th e 
Hungarians towar d th e Jews. A report o f a  speech h e made on th e radi o 
at th e en d o f Marc h 194 4 states , 

Laszlo Endre rejected the approach which claimed that the Jewish question 
had onc e agai n bee n place d o n th e agend a a s a  resul t o f internationa l 
events. He drew attention to the fact that the entire Hungarian population, 
being intereste d i n maintainin g it s racia l purity , ha s bee n pressing fo r a 
solution t o this problem fo r twenty-five years . Hungarian antisemitis m is 
not a political fad, it is not an imitation of new political ideas. The people 
have learned th e hard wa y the great harm the y have suffered becaus e of 
the ever-growing Jewish influence. They have not learned this lesson over 
the past year or two. This people was the first in Europe to learn i t fro m 
direct experienc e W e expres s ou r unreserve d fait h tha t Jewr y i s a n 
undesirable element for the Hungarian people in every way: morally, spir-
itually, and physically. With this awareness, we have to seek out the solution 
which remove s Jewry fro m Hungaria n lif e totally an d absolutel y Th e 
spiritual and physical liberation of the state from the Jews is undoubtedly 
in the interest o f th e Hungarian nation , an d we shall certainly carr y thi s 
out.6 

As alread y noted , thi s attitud e towar d th e Jews wa s th e natura l con -
tinuation o f th e antisemiti c atmospher e an d relationshi p tha t ha d pre -
vailed i n Hungar y durin g th e perio d precedin g th e Germa n invasion . 

We fin d additiona l evidenc e fo r thi s continuit y i n th e compositio n o f 
the new government. With the German invasion of Hungary, Prime Min-
ister Kalla y wa s remove d fro m hi s position , an d th e Hungaria n ambas -
sador t o Berlin , Dom e Sztojay , wa s appointe d i n hi s place . Ye t man y 
government member s remaine d i n thei r posts . Ove r th e comin g weeks , 
a numbe r o f provincia l governor s an d deput y governor s wer e replaced , 
but n o substantia l chang e too k plac e i n the civi l service o r i n loca l gov -
ernment. Th e leader s o f th e ne w regim e an d thei r Germa n overlord s 
relied o n th e existing civi l service to carr y ou t th e lette r an d spiri t o f th e 
policies o f th e ne w regime . 

The loyalt y o f th e rulers , the administration , an d th e people o f Hun -
gary t o th e antisemiti c idea s o f th e invadin g German s help s mak e com -
prehensible a  ste p tha t otherwis e migh t b e considere d unusual . I t migh t 
have bee n expecte d tha t upo n thei r invasio n o f Hungar y th e German s 
would entrus t th e formation o f a  government t o the Arrow-Cross party , 
as this party ha d voice d ove r a  period o f year s it s full identificatio n wit h 
Hitler an d hi s policie s vis-a-vi s th e Jews , an d ha d ofte n expresse d it s 
hope tha t th e da y would com e when thes e policies would b e carried ou t 
in actua l practic e i n Hungar y a s well . Despit e thi s stan d o f theirs , th e 
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invading German s di d no t enabl e them t o participate i n the governmen t 
in any role at all.7 However, there was really no need of this. The Germans 
were full y awar e tha t the y coul d rel y o n th e loyalt y o f th e regim e eve n 
without th e participation o f the Arrow-Cross party , an d th e governmen t 
for it s par t kne w tha t th e civi l servic e an d th e loca l governmen t woul d 
carry ou t th e policies tha t ha d fo r man y year s bee n th e ideologica l basi s 
of th e Arrow-Cros s party . Th e executiv e leve l wa s compose d mostl y o f 
people of politica l belief s tha t suite d the ideas of the Arrow-Cross party , 
even i f formall y the y wer e no t member s o f it . 

And so , a s w e shal l see , the German s entruste d th e executio n o f th e 
expulsion t o th e Hungarians , wh o di d no t disappoin t them . Moreover , 
we shal l encounte r variou s Hungaria n antisemiti c initiative s tha t wer e 
more evi l an d mor e bruta l tha n eve n th e German s ha d expected . 

The previou s sectio n describe d th e government-people-church/priest -
hood triangle , the three sides of which cam e out in support o f each othe r 
during th e perio d o f th e anti-Jewis h legislation . Afte r th e Germa n in -
vasion, too , thi s triangl e continue d t o exist , and—lik e th e governmen t 
and th e people—th e church/priesthoo d als o viewe d th e ne w situatio n 
thus created as the natural extension of the situation prevalent in Hungary 
in the past . The bishops , i t will be recalled , fough t agains t th e deprivin g 
of Christia n convert s o f thei r right s durin g th e period o f th e anti-Jewis h 
legislation, an d the y di d s o whil e expressin g thei r negativ e opinion s o f 
Jews an d o f Judaism . Thei r attitud e towar d th e topi c o f th e expulsio n 
of th e Jews wa s reminiscen t o f th e wa y the y acte d durin g th e perio d o f 
anti-Jewish legislation . Th e Germa n invasio n change d nothin g a t al l i n 
this respect . 

It i s clea r fro m th e discussion s hel d b y churc h leader s wit h politica l 
figures, and from th e correspondence betwee n them, that i f the expulsio n 
of th e Jews was objected t o o n occasion , thi s was nothing mor e tha n li p 
service. On th e contrary , i n studyin g ho w the y deal t wit h th e topic , on e 
fairly regularl y encounter s expression s an d comment s whos e nature wa s 
such that thei r very use led the government t o harden it s position relativ e 
to th e Jews whos e expulsio n ha d bee n decreed . 

The Expulsion 

One will recall that it was the government that acted to serve the Germans, 
while the regent , Horthy , who remaine d i n office eve n afte r th e Germa n 
invasion, ha d nothin g t o d o wit h th e Jewish question . A t a  governmen t 
session convened on March 29 , 1944, the prime minister announced tha t 
the regen t ha d "guarantee d th e governmen t a  fre e han d concernin g th e 
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anti-Jewish regulation s an d tha t h e i s no t intereste d i n bringin g an y 
influence t o bea r o n thi s subject." 8 

In the wake of the German invasion, many decrees were imposed upo n 
the Jews. The followin g ar e bu t a  fe w examples . Al l shop s belongin g t o 
Jews wer e close d down , bu t th e shopowner s wer e require d t o pa y thei r 
Christian worker s salarie s eve n afte r th e shutdown . A  moratorium wa s 
declared on al l debts Christians owed Jews. A Jew who owned rea l estat e 
and wh o ha d rente d hi s property t o a  Christia n ha d n o righ t t o en d hi s 
lease. Jewis h pharmac y owner s ha d thei r permit s cancele d an d wer e 
forbidden t o engage in their trade. All publishing licenses in Jewish hand s 
were canceled. The continued existenc e of Jewish organization s wa s for -
bidden. The librarie s an d archive s belongin g to suc h organization s wer e 
confiscated i n favor o f th e Hungarian Institut e fo r Jewish Studies . It wa s 
forbidden t o publis h paper s compile d b y Jews. Jews wer e forbidde n t o 
visit publi c bathhouse s o r parks . Jews wer e require d t o declar e al l thei r 
property, excep t fo r furnitur e an d househol d utensil s whos e valu e wa s 
no mor e tha n te n thousan d pengo.  The y wer e require d t o han d ove r t o 
the banks thei r jewelr y an d an y gold coin s tha t were in thei r possession . 
The Jew s wer e forbidde n t o ope n thei r safe s i n th e banks , bu t ha d t o 
declare thei r contents . All bank account s belongin g to Jews were frozen , 
and the amount the Jews could withdraw from thei r accounts was limited 
to a  thousand pengo  pe r month . Jews wer e compelle d t o sel l thei r race -
horses. A  yello w sli p wa s attache d t o th e bill s o f sale , thu s facilitatin g 
identification o f th e sourc e o f thes e horses. 9 

Jews wit h telephone s wer e require d t o disclos e specia l detail s con -
cerning themselves and their loyalty to the regime. Lawyers' permits were 
canceled. Al l the Jews stil l working i n th e civi l service , for loca l govern -
ment, o r i n any othe r publi c institution wer e dismissed fro m thei r posts . 
Jews wer e forbidde n t o engag e i n an y wor k relate d t o th e theater , th e 
cinema, o r th e press . Jews wer e forbidde n t o trave l outsid e thei r area s 
of residence. 10 

The Jews wer e require d t o retur n t o th e authoritie s th e foo d coupon s 
in thei r possession , an d th e authoritie s the n issue d the m specia l foo d 
coupons—colored yellow . Whil e exchangin g th e foo d coupons , th e au -
thorities drasticall y reduce d th e amoun t o f foo d allocate d t o Jews . Th e 
monthly suga r quot a wa s fixed  a t thre e hundre d gram s [abou t te n 
ounces], no addition being given to children, nursing mothers, or pregnant 
women—unlike wha t was customary with the non-Jewish population . In 
addition, Jew s wer e prevente d fro m acquirin g certai n foodstuff s a t all . 
Specifically, Jew s wer e forbidde n t o purchas e anima l fa t an d wer e re -
quired t o make do with thre e hundred gram s o f sesam e oil per month. 11 
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Incidentally, in this context the director of the interior ministry, Endre, 
commented piously , "Fro m no w o n th e Jew s wil l b e abl e t o liv e i n 
accordance with the laws of their race and their nation. By us not makin g 
it possible fo r the m t o us e pig fat , w e have mad e i t possible fo r the m t o 
cook usin g sesam e oil—thu s helpin g the m observ e th e precept s o f thei r 
religion."11 

These and many other decrees were imposed upon the Jews of Hungary 
within a  very shor t perio d o f time . Hardly a  day wen t b y without som e 
new decree being made public, but the significance of all of these dwindles 
in compariso n wit h th e decre e o f th e yello w patch . A t it s Marc h 19 , 
1944, session, the government decide d upon "a n identifyin g mar k fo r al l 
the Jews. " Th e practica l significanc e o f thi s governmen t decisio n wa s 
that al l Jew s o f eithe r sex  abov e th e ag e o f si x year s wer e require d t o 
bear o n th e lef t sid e o f th e breas t o f thei r oute r garment , i n prominen t 
fashion, a  six-pointed yellow star about fou r inche s square. This require -
ment was obligatory in the public domain, that is , whenever they left th e 
privacy o f thei r homes . 

The forma l explanatio n foun d i n the protocol o f th e governmen t ses -
sion wa s tha t 

for reasons of public security and for improved efficiency i n defense of the 
fatherland, i t i s desirable tha t i t b e possible t o identif y th e Jews—upon 
whose loyalty one cannot rely . Marking the Jews in the aforesaid fashio n 
will render th e supervision o f thei r activitie s and conduc t muc h simpler . 
Furthermore, i t wil l be possible to remov e them fro m thos e area s where 
their presence may endanger the interests of the defense of the fatherland.13 

In fact , th e officia l explanatio n wa s no t identica l wit h th e actua l ai m 
of thu s markin g th e Jews , whic h wa s preparin g an d facilitatin g thei r 
concentration an d expulsio n fro m Hungary . 

The semiofficia l governmen t newspaper , whic h appeare d i n German , 
evaluated thes e decrees an d thei r effec t i n a n editoria l o n Apri l 1 , 1944 : 

If our government takes steps against the Jews, a foreign race in our midst, 
and shuts the gateway to those positions from which they can cause damage 
. . . it does not do so out of hatred o r revenge, and certainly not in order 
to turn them into martyrs, but rather only in self-defense . 

It i s thus certai n tha t whateve r w e have don e unti l no w i n thi s field 
must be considered a  courageous step granting the people of our country 
a sense of security. 14 

Endre's declaratio n appear s i n th e sam e issue : 
The government has decided to solve the Jewish problem once and for all 
according t o a  uniform an d comprehensiv e progra m Th e step s taken ....
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until no w ar e only the beginning of th e final solution o f thi s problem i n 
Hungary Th e special designation of the Jews is merely a necessary step 
of active self-defense, fo r the events of the past few months have demon-
strated tha t the inciting Jewish spiri t has brought abou t tangible damage 
to the opinions of the innocent Hungarian populace. 15 

In orde r t o rende r mor e efficien t th e tas k o f concentratin g th e Jew s 
and deportin g them , the government appointe d anothe r director-genera l 
of the interio r ministr y i n addition t o Endre . This official' s sol e functio n 
was t o dea l wit h th e Jews . Fo r thi s purpos e Laszl o Bak y wa s selected . 
He alread y ha d experienc e i n dealin g wit h Jews : h e ha d serve d unde r 
Horthy i n th e Whit e Terro r perio d o f 1919—1920 . 

On April 7,1944, Baky sent a secret memorandum to all bodies dealing 
with the Jewish question. This memorandum containe d operative instruc-
tions concernin g th e concentratio n an d deportatio n o f th e Jews: 

The Royal Hungarian Government will shortly purify the state of the Jews. 
I order this purification b e carried out on a regional basis. To this end the 
Jews must be concentrated—no distinction on the basis of sex or age is to 
be made—in concentratio n camp s t o b e se t u p fo r thi s purpos e Th e 
concentration o f th e Jews is to be carried ou t by the gendarmerie o r the 
police in charge of the area being purified. The German security police will 
be presen t i n th e region s bein g purified , an d wil l serv e i n a n advisor y 
capacity. Special attention must be paid to our full cooperation with them. 

The Jews wil l be transported b y train, i n the manner usua l with pris-
oners Al l governmen t agencie s wil l b e place d a t th e disposa l o f th e 
gendarmerie an d th e police Polic e an d gendarmeri e unit s i n adjacen t 
regions will coordinate activities among themselves, to ensure the common 
and simultaneous execution of the purification activities . 

In this memorandum ther e appear furthe r instruction s connecte d wit h 
the expulsion o f the Jews, such as how to determine concentration areas , 
how t o organiz e a n efficien t syste m o f expropriatin g Jewis h property , 
how t o trea t thi s property , an d additiona l technica l matters . Th e mem -
orandum concludes , "Thi s instructio n o f min e i s extremely confidential . 
The variou s agencie s an d th e commandin g officer s o f th e unit s ar e re -
sponsible fo r ensurin g tha t non e o f th e content s o f thi s memorandu m 
become known t o anybody befor e th e time fixed for th e beginning of th e 
purification."16 

Concentrating th e Jews i n ghetto s bega n i n th e northeaster n district s 
of Hungary , i n Ruthenian Sub-Carpathia , a  short tim e after th e dispatc h 
of Baky' s instructions . Th e concentratio n an d deportatio n o f th e Jew s 
moved o n fro m on e distric t t o anothe r accordin g t o a  preplanned sched -

....

....

....
....
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ule, i n whic h Budapes t wa s t o b e th e las t distric t fro m whic h th e Jew s 
were t o b e expelled . 

A descriptio n o f th e suffering  o f th e Jew s i n th e ghetto s an d i n th e 
camps i n whic h the y wer e concentrate d i s no t withi n th e scop e o f thi s 
work. Yet it should be noted that the physical and mental torture suffere d 
by th e candidate s fo r deportatio n whil e stil l i n th e ghetto s account s fo r 
the fac t tha t whe n th e deportatio n train s arrive d t o transpor t th e Jew s 
to thei r final  destination , mos t o f th e Jew s boarde d the m o n th e as -
sumption tha t thi s new destinatio n woul d b e an improvemen t ove r thei r 
intolerable condition s i n th e ghetto. 17 

The firs t deportatio n trai n lef t Hungar y o n May 15 , 1944. During th e 
ensuing seve n week s 437,00 0 Jews wer e expelle d fro m Hungary. 18 

The Hungarian s wer e anxiou s t o expe l thei r Jews , an d the y presse d 
the German s t o allocat e a  large r numbe r o f train s fo r thi s purpos e i n 
order t o complet e th e tas k a s quickl y a s possible : 

General of the SS Winckelmann had informed th e Hungarian governmen t 
that h e could no t supply a  sufficient numbe r o f wagons to carry ou t th e 
deportation o f th e Jews Eichman n wa s read y t o gran t n o mor e tha n 
two trains per day . Laszlo Endre, the delegate of th e Hungarian govern -
ment, wanted si x trains pe r day . The Nazi commander-in-chie f declare d 
himself unable to spare so many wagons and locomotives for this purpose, 
but finally, they arrived a t a  compromise of fou r train s per day. In order 
to counterbalanc e this , Endre , takin g int o accoun t th e numbe r o f Jew s 
concerned and wishing to speed up their deportation, ordered each train-
load of 4 5 wagons to consist of 4,000 persons, instead of the normal 1,600— 
1,800 tha t were customary on military transports.19 

While visitin g th e site s wher e th e Jew s ha d bee n concentrate d prio r 
to their dispatch , Endre himself intervene d i n the matter o f crowding th e 
Jews int o th e trai n coaches . A t th e tow n o f Paks , fo r instance , "afte r 
there were already sixty Jews in each of the carriages, he gave a persona l 
order tha t eac h Je w rais e bot h arms , thu s makin g i t possibl e t o crow d 
into eac h coac h a n additiona l twent y Jews." i0 

On June 16 , Endre sen t th e prime ministe r a  memorandu m i n whic h 
he wrote , "th e agencie s unde r my  authorit y hav e receive d instruction s 
to ac t humanel y an d accordin g t o th e spiri t o f Christianit y bot h whil e 
separating th e Jew s an d whil e transportin g the m t o wor k outsid e th e 
borders o f th e country." 11 

What h e concealed i n his memorandum Endr e revealed when h e too k 
part i n th e governmen t meetin g five  days later , o n Jun e 21 . He mad e a 
detailed repor t o f hi s operation s an d onc e agai n referre d t o "th e spiri t 
of Christianity" : "Th e genera l principl e i n connectio n wit h th e trans -

....
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portation t o camp s an d th e deportation s wa s tha t everythin g shoul d b e 
done i n a  human e wa y an d i n accordanc e wit h th e Christia n spirit. " I n 
order to explain this concept to his audience, Endre went into some detail: 
"Lunatic asylums , sanatoria , hospitals , convalescen t homes , an d othe r 
places suitabl e fo r hidin g Jews hav e als o bee n combe d out. " 

Endre di d no t forge t th e Jew s languishin g i n priso n an d th e youn g 
Jews who had been incarcerated in institutions fo r young offenders, mak -
ing sur e tha t they , too , boarde d th e deportatio n trains : "Th e situatio n 
as regards public security has been stabilized , an d th e typically an d char -
acteristically Jewis h intellectua l crime s hav e cease d Afte r th e depor -
tation o f th e Jews , th e Christia n inhabitant s hav e endeavore d t o settl e 
down t o a  ne w life." 22 

On the day the first deportation trai n se t out, Endre delivered a  speech 
at a  ceremony dedicatin g th e Hungaria n Institut e fo r Jewish Studies . H e 
made referenc e i n thi s speec h t o respecte d authorities : "Th e popes , a s 
well a s our ow n ancien t an d saintl y kings , legislated draconia n law s an d 
imposed sever e decree s upo n thi s parasiti c race . Thus, n o on e ca n com -
plain tha t w e ar e no t actin g in accordance wit h th e spiri t o f Christianit y 
when w e enac t draconia n regulation s agains t th e Jew s s o a s t o protec t 
our nation." 23 

Others, too , joined Endr e i n stressin g tha t hi s own action s an d thos e 
of hi s governmen t wer e carrie d ou t i n th e spiri t o f Christianity , fo r it s 
sake an d fo r it s benefit . 

The inductio n ceremon y o f a  new provincia l governo r wa s grace d b y 
the arriva l o f th e interio r minister , Ando r Jaross , t o th e tow n o f Szom -
bathely. Before th e ceremony itself , a  ceremonial praye r servic e was hel d 
in the tow n cathedral . Th e loca l bisho p participate d i n the ceremon y a s 
well as the new governor, who declared tha t "th e struggle in our countr y 
between various outlooks and beliefs has been decided. Only a firm right-
wing polic y base d o n Christia n an d nationa l moralit y i s th e correc t 
policy."24 

In hi s visi t to th e tow n o f Nagyvarad , Jaross spok e o f St . Laszlo, on e 
of Hungary' s ancien t kings , a s a n exampl e o f fighting  fo r thos e value s 
in whos e ligh t lif e i s to b e lived : 

We must learn anew the historic value of the ancient king Ther e exists 
an historic analogy in that our king, St. Laszlo, too, brandished his sword 
against th e danger s whic h threatene d fro m ove r ou r easter n borde r 
Today, too, there exists a threat to Central Europe. Eastern bolshevism is 
threatening every square inch of our soil. 

There ca n b e neithe r Hungaria n securit y no r a  futur e fo r Hungaria n 
history as long as Stalin's bolshevik empire is perched on the eastern slopes 

....
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of th e Carpathia n mountain s W e shal l als o clos e account s wit h ou r 
internal enemy , i f once again h e dares rais e u p hi s head . I n 1918-191 9 
and in previous years Nagyvarad was viewed as a fierce fortress of Jewish 
liberal capitalism . Today I  see before m e a new Nagyvarad. I  see here a 
nationalistic Nagyvarad whose streets no longer have any Jews Th e city 
has solved this problem, and it was with a  feeling of relief tha t I  realized 
that its solution suits the demands of our generation. Yet the problem has 
not yet been solved in its entirety. We must remove from th e blood cycle 
of the nation al l toxic materia l an d any possibility o f bloo d poisoning/ 5 

Taking into consideration the entirety of the problems, the government of 
Hungary is proceeding step by step/6 

Imredi, too, claimed tha t "th e separatio n o f th e Jews mus t b e carrie d 
out i n accordanc e wit h th e requirement s o f Christia n morality." 17 "To -
gether, firml y an d decisively , we are carrying out ou r tas k i n a  Christia n 
spirit an d wit h n o hatred," 18 declare d Endr e a t th e clos e o f a  lightnin g 
tour of thirty-four town s in Hungary. He repeated, "The new instructions 
are no t dictate d b y hatred o r a  lac k o f consideration." 19 

The Germa n Nazi s base d thei r doctrin e upo n thei r fait h i n th e supe -
riority o f thei r race . Th e Hungaria n Nazis , includin g Endre , use d thi s 
idea, ye t adjuste d i t t o th e situatio n i n Hungary . The y stresse d th e su -
periority o f Christianit y t o Judaism . Belo w ar e excerpt s fro m Endre' s 
lecture, broadcast ove r the government radi o a s part o f the lessons fro m 
the Academ y o f Outlooks : 

During thousands o f year s of huma n history , eve r sinc e the foundin g o f 
Christianity, never has such a confrontation take n place between two con-
tradictory outlooks as the ferocious struggle taking place at present between 
Judaism and the nations of Europe. This struggle did not originate in this 
war. I t ha s bee n goin g o n eve r sinc e Judaism appeare d o n th e stag e of 
history. Judaism, in its hatred, removed itsel f fro m othe r peoples Th e 
books of the Talmud, replete with blind hatred for the non-Jewish nations, 
have replace d thei r ancien t sacre d books.. . and i n accordanc e wit h th e 
instructions of the rabbis of the Talmud they live earthy lives full of earthy 
rejoicing and earthy pleasures. They are busily organizing their world gov-
ernment and achieving unlimited advantages with the aid of their superior 
economic status. 

Endre wen t o n t o describ e ho w Jewis h capitalist s financed  th e Bol -
shevik revolutio n an d ho w the y too k contro l o f th e Leagu e o f Nations . 
He als o ascribe d th e Frenc h Revolutio n t o th e Jews , wh o wer e als o 
guilty—in hi s opinion—o f th e outbrea k o f Worl d Wa r I  and o f th e dis -
solution o f th e Austro-Hungaria n monarchy : 

....

....

....
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Judaism made special efforts t o replace Christianity and to upset the foun-
dations of the central Christian powers, for they were her greatest enemies. 

We and the Jews live in two completely separate worlds. The Jew seeks 
God's land on this earth i n hoarding property, in hedonism, and in con-
trolling others . We, on th e other hand , see k God' s lan d i n the nex t life . 
. . . Our moral concepts are so different from one another that we are unable 
to judge their action s according to the scale of the laws we have created 
for our brethren an d our flesh. 30 

On anothe r occasio n Endr e succeede d i n expressin g th e ide a o f th e 
inferiority o f th e Jew s an d thei r fait h i n a  mor e concis e fashion , i n a 
single sentence : i n the Pecs ghetto five thousand Jews were concentrate d 
prior t o thei r expulsion . The y wer e force d t o stan d a t attentio n i n row s 
under th e summe r sun . Endr e arrive d wit h gendarme s an d reviewe d th e 
panic-stricken Jews. In ridicule and scorn he repeatedly asked them, "An d 
why doesn' t Jehova , you r famou s God , wor k a  miracl e now?" 31 

Thus the voice of Christianity reached the ears of the Hungarians fro m 
the mouth s o f suc h governmen t minister s a s Endr e an d hi s colleagues . 
They spoke in the name of Christianity , an d n o priest voiced othe r opin -
ions. Eve n i f ther e wer e Christian s whos e opinion s differe d fro m thos e 
of th e governmen t representatives , thes e opinion s neve r reache d thei r 
destination: th e ear s o f thos e wh o performe d th e expulsion—th e Hun -
garian population . 

Who Carried  Out  the  Expulsion? 
On a  visi t t o Hungar y i n 198 3 I  me t wit h a  high-rankin g governmen t 
official. Afte r hearin g o f m y plan t o stud y th e subjec t deal t wit h herein , 
he said , "M y dea r sir , can' t yo u find  an y othe r topi c t o dea l wit h i n 
connection wit h Hungary ? Afte r al l i s sai d an d done , w e Hungarian s 
were no t hostil e t o th e Jews, we wer e no t intereste d i n deportin g them , 
and w e certainly di d no t carr y ou t th e expulsion—th e German s di d so. " 

With regar d t o the first  par t o f hi s statement , w e have alread y see n i n 
this volum e th e Hungarians ' allege d nonhostil e attitud e towar d thei r 
Jewish neighbors . W e shal l no w conside r th e secon d par t o f th e high -
ranking official' s statement : th e attitud e o f th e Hungarian s towar d th e 
deportations an d th e rol e the y playe d i n carryin g the m out . Hungarian s 
with a  conscienc e fee l toda y tha t th e expulsio n o f th e Jew s fro m thei r 
country is not a chapter tha t glorifies their historical heritage. The attempt 
of th e officia l t o ascrib e responsibilit y fo r th e deportatio n o f th e Jews t o 
the German s i s thus understandable . I n variou s Hungaria n publication s 
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on thi s topi c tha t hav e recentl y bee n printed , mentio n i s mad e o f th e 
"expulsion o f th e Jew s b y th e Germans . " 

We shal l thu s hav e t o examin e th e fact s a s the y com e t o ligh t withi n 
the availabl e materia l datin g fro m th e perio d unde r consideration . Th e 
following i s a n excerp t b y Leva i fro m hi s book , The  Black  Book: 

Owing t o thei r insignifican t numbers , th e Nazi s wer e practicall y unabl e 
even to supervise the deportations, let alone to carry them out. The marking 
of th e Jew s wit h th e Sta r o f David , thei r "round-up " int o ghetto s an d 
concentration camps , wer e mad e possibl e onl y b y th e fac t tha t th e gen -
darmerie—though well-acquainte d wit h the situation an d numbering som e 
20,000 men—coul d everywher e be sure of the aid of the local police. Even 
then th e procedur e coul d no t hav e bee n carrie d throug h i f th e Christia n 
population ha d show n resistance. 32 

The followin g excerp t i s from th e Operationa l Instruction s memoran -
dum dictate d b y Endre : 

"In the execution of the action against the Jews in the Gendarmerie Distric t 
of Kassa , th e German s wil l proceed t o Munkac s i n 1 0 cars with 8  officer s 
and 40 soldiers on 10t h ins t Hungaria n interest s will be represented b y 
Lieut.-Col. Vite z Ferenczy , Attorne y Medgyesy , an d Detectiv e Inspecto r 
Koltay Immediatel y afte r thei r arrival the German committees will con-
tact ou r committee . Member s o f ou r committee s ar e requeste d t o displa y 
courtesy and tact, to give information an d explanations required , to rende r 
all assistanc e wit h regar d t o accommodatio n an d food , and , wher e nec -
essary, t o plac e a n interprete r a t th e disposa l o f thei r Germa n 
counterparts."33 

The first  step was taken, therefore , b y the Nazis on May n , whe n the y 
sent eight officers an d fort y soldier s to Munkacs. With the aid of this forc e 
they carrie d ou t th e tota l destructio n o f Hungaria n Jewr y fro m on e en d 
of th e stat e t o th e other. 34 

After completin g it s tas k i n a  give n province—tha t is , afte r deportin g 
the Jew s o f tha t province—th e Germa n forc e woul d mov e o n t o th e 
province nex t i n lin e fo r th e deportatio n o f it s Jews , an d s o o n t o ad -
ditional provinces . I n thi s wa y i t wa s presen t i n eac h province , wher e i t 
advised i n th e executio n o f th e deportation . 

On Jun e 2 1 ; 1944 , Endr e reporte d t o th e government : 

"In ever y province , prio r t o th e deportatio n o f th e Jews, w e me t wit h 
the commande r o f th e province , th e governo r o f th e province , th e repre -
sentatives o f th e police , an d th e gendarmerie . The y receive d detaile d in -
structions eithe r fro m Director-Genera l o f th e Interio r Ministr y Bak y o r 
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from me . A  representativ e o f th e Germa n securit y polic e regularl y too k 
part i n thes e meeting s a s well." 35 

Carrying ou t th e deportatio n wa s th e tas k o f th e polic e an d th e gen -
darmerie, wh o acte d unde r th e auspice s o f th e interio r ministry . Officer s 
of th e Germa n S.D . als o too k par t i n plannin g th e operation. 36 

According t o anothe r descriptio n base d o n contemporar y documents , 

Eichmann's mai n offic e wa s in Budapest , bu t within a  short period o f tim e 
he se t u p te n delegation s i n othe r towns . Nevertheless , hi s unit , fro m a 
numerical point of view, remained insignificant . I n his Budapest office ther e 
were, beside s Eichman n himsel f an d si x arbitrators , anothe r te n peopl e 
and twent y guards . Throughout th e stat e th e entir e tea m numbere d som e 
two hundre d person s Th e Germa n occupationa l regim e coul d clearl y 
function onl y i f i t coul d rel y absolutel y upo n th e Hungaria n civi l service . 
Without th e assistanc e o f th e various ministries , o f th e provincial an d th e 
municipal administration , a s wel l a s tha t o f th e police , th e gendarmerie , 
and th e army—withou t al l thi s hel p th e entir e Naz i occupatio n machin e 
would hav e become incapable o f operating withi n a  few days Th e gen -
darmerie happil y undertoo k t o organiz e th e deportation s wit h th e direc t 
or indirec t ai d o f th e civi l service. 37 

There ar e indee d sligh t difference s i n th e report s a s t o th e numbe r o f 
Germans involve d i n th e deportation s an d th e technica l organizatio n o f 
the team tha t operate d unde r Eichmann , bu t the sources agre e with regar d 
to th e smal l numbe r o f th e German s a s compare d wit h th e enormou s 
operation o f deportin g hundred s o f thousand s o f people : 

The entir e police-administrativ e setu p connecte d wit h organizin g th e re -
moval of the Jews from thei r property, thei r ghettoization an d deportatio n 
was loca l an d no t German . Th e situatio n w e behol d i n Hungar y i s mor e 
than wha t i s customaril y terme d "collaboration. " Her e w e hav e loca l in -
itiative in preparing and totally carrying out the deportation, in many cases 
with enthusiasm . 

The testimon y o f mos t survivor s an d al l existin g contemporar y litera -
ture—not jus t tha t o f Jewis h origin—i s unite d i n th e evaluatio n tha t no t 
only di d mos t o f th e Christia n populatio n vie w calml y th e remova l o f th e 
Jews, bu t i t even participated willingl y i n the entir e process , including th e 
final expulsio n Mos t o f th e populatio n viewe d th e deportatio n o f th e 
Jews calml y o r eve n wit h jo y a t th e Jewish tragedy. 38 

There exist s a  documen t tha t support s th e assumptio n tha t th e Ger -
mans relie d upo n th e Hungaria n authoritie s fo r th e deportatio n o f th e 
Jews, whil e th e Hungaria n authoritie s relie d upo n th e broades t section s 
of th e governmen t apparatus . Th e documen t wa s writte n o n Ma y 26 , 
1944, b y a  Germa n describe d i n th e documen t itsel f a s " a specia l exper t " 
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sent to Budapest to report from ther e to Berlin on the progress in carrying 
out the deportation program. The expert, a high-ranking political advisor , 
Von Thadden, classified th e document as "highly confidential." He wrote 
it i n hi s ow n handwritin g i n onl y seve n copies , eac h o f whic h wa s 
numbered. 

He described the process of rounding up the Jews and deporting the m 
from th e variou s province s o f Hungary . Regardin g Budapes t h e wrote , 

It is believed tha t i t wil l be possible to begin with th e work i n Budapes t 
proper toward the middle or end of July. For this, a one-day actio n on a 
large scale is planned, which is to be carried through with the aid of strong 
forces o f th e provincial Hungaria n police , of al l specia l unit s an d polic e 
training schools , as well a s by making use of al l Budapes t postme n an d 
chimney sweepers, who are to act as pilots. All autobus and streetcar traffi c 
will be suspended for tha t day so that al l means of transportation ca n be 
used for the deportation o f the Jews.39 

Referring t o th e expulsio n o f al l th e Jews o f Hungary , th e compile r 
of th e documen t wrote , abou t te n day s afte r th e beginnin g o f th e ex -
pulsion, "I t ma y b e assume d tha t th e proces s o f deportin g al l th e Jew s 
will end no later than the beginning of September."40 The German specia l 
expert coul d no t imagin e tha t th e Hungarian s woul d succee d i n com -
pleting th e operatio n (excep t fo r Budapest ) b y the beginnin g o f July . 

We hav e the testimon y o f a  gendarmerie office r name d Bodony i wh o 
took a n activ e part i n the deportatio n o f th e Jews. He was i n comman d 
of one of the units engaged i n placing the Jews on the deportation train s 
and crowdin g them into the wagons. He was captured afte r th e war an d 
interrogated concernin g hi s activities . The followin g i s the interrogatio n 
as writte n dow n b y th e intelligenc e office r o f th e U.S . Army wh o inter -
rogated him : 

Q: Man y attemp t t o defend themselve s saying that whil e loading the 
Jews on the trains Germa n officer s o r S S soldiers were present, and they 
were the ones giving the gendarmerie thei r orders . Do you kno w o f an y 
such case and if your answer is positive—where and when was it? 

A: I  know of no case where Germans were present. Even if there is a 
possibility that people dressed in civilian clothes whom I did not recognize, 
who came together with His Excellency Baky or with the Director-General 
of th e Interio r Ministr y Endre , were Germans—the y neve r interfere d i n 
our work arrangements . 

Q: Doe s thi s mea n tha t th e loadin g o f th e train s wit h hundred s o f 
thousands of Jews who were to be murdered, and all the brutality accom-
panying this act, was the glorious project of the Hungarian gendarmerie ? 

A: I t was our job to carry out the instructions.41 
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On thi s topi c w e als o hav e th e testimon y o f th e tw o German s w h o 
headed th e Germa n occupatio n apparatu s i n Hungary : Veesenmayer , th e 
German ambassado r t o Hungar y an d Hitler ' s persona l representative , 
and Winckelmann , suprem e commande r o f th e S S an d Germa n securit y 
police i n Hungary . 

At th e tria l o f th e Hungaria n wa r criminals , th e followin g dialogu e 
took plac e betwee n th e presiden t o f th e cour t an d Veesenmayer : 

Q: Wha t woul d hav e happene d i f th e Hungaria n governmen t ha d de -
cided that i t was not prepared t o meet the German deman d concerning th e 
deportation o f th e Jews? 

A: I t woul d no t hav e take n place . Th e fac t i s tha t nothin g happene d 
when Horth y announce d tha t the y woul d no t continu e wit h th e de -
portation.41 

Q: I n othe r words , yo u clai m tha t i f th e Hungaria n governmen t ha d 
replied negativel y fro m th e ver y beginning , i t coul d hav e achieve d a  situ -
ation wher e th e Jews woul d hav e continue d t o liv e afte r th e Germa n in -
vasion jus t a s the y ha d live d befor e it ? D o yo u clai m tha t i n thi s cas e 
Germany woul d no t hav e take n an y step s o f a  compulsor y nature ? 

A: The y would certainl y hav e tried to appl y pressure , bu t the y did no t 
have availabl e th e force s wit h whic h the y coul d hav e carrie d ou t thei r 
threats. 

Q: Ho w ca n yo u mak e suc h a  claim whe n th e force s the y had suffice d 
to tak e absolut e contro l o f Hungary ? 

A: Th e conques t laste d a  ver y shor t time , an d th e first  division s wer e 
taken ou t a  fe w day s afte r the y ha d entere d Hungary . W e mus t als o tak e 
into accoun t tha t th e deportatio n wa s no t a  militar y task , bu t rathe r a 
police one , an d suc h forces , i f the y wer e available , wer e o f a  ver y smal l 
number. 

Q: Wer e th e German s unabl e t o brin g her e fo r thi s purpos e adequat e 
police forces ? 

A: I  thin k not . Furthermore , thes e force s woul d hav e ha d t o kno w 
Hungarian an d t o b e familia r wit h th e countr y an d th e people . 

Q: An d in Poland, for instance, with whose aid did they solve the Jewish 
problem? Wer e the y abl e to transfe r adequat e Germa n polic e unit s there ? 

A: I  was neve r i n Poland , bu t I  consider i t a  completel y differen t typ e 
of territory . I t wa s th e first  countr y w e conquered , an d w e occupie d i t 
absolutely. Polan d ha d n o government ; i t was rule d b y a  Germa n admin -
istration. A German administration operated there with many departments , 
which extende d everywhere . 

Q: Nevertheless , unde r thes e condition s yo u wer e abl e t o solv e th e 
Jewish proble m thoroughly , a s yo u describe d it s solutio n t o yourselves . 
Why wer e you unabl e t o d o th e very same thing in Hungary a s well , wit h 
its smalle r area ? 
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A: 194 4 is considered to have been a year of crisis. 
Q: I n other words , a t tha t tim e you di d no t hav e unlimited Germa n 

forces available ? 
A: No , at tha t tim e it was already impossibl e to bring forces o f such 

size here.43 

At the war criminals ' trial, when Winckelmann, the supreme commander 
of th e S S forces encampe d i n Hungary , wa s asked : "Wer e th e German s 
able t o carr y ou t th e deportatio n eve n withou t th e ai d o f th e Hungari -
ans?"—he replied: " I am certain th e German authoritie s would no t have 
applied an y compulsory means . When Himmle r gav e me his instructions 
he noted tha t he was not interested i n this topic.".. . Winckelmann eve n 
adduced evidenc e i n suppor t o f hi s clai m b y sayin g tha t German y wa s 
interested i n avoiding a t any cost a  clash with the Hungarians. Germany 
ascribed supreme importance to being able to exploit Hungary as a transit 
area for he r armies.44 

Regarding the nature of the Hungarian performance and the dedication 
of the Hungarians t o furthering th e deportation o f the Jews, we have the 
testimony o f a  front-ranking Naz i leader , Goebbels . In an internal mem -
orandum h e sent to Naz i party activist s o n Augus t 2 , 1944 , m  whic h h e 
reviewed th e "Jewis h Problem " an d it s solutio n i n Hungary , h e wrote , 
"The deportation s wer e carrie d ou t i n th e shortes t perio d o f time , wit h 
amazing perseverance an d obstinacy . A  vital facto r i n the succes s o f th e 
operation wa s th e fac t tha t th e step s agains t th e Jew s wer e foun d ac -
ceptable b y mos t o f th e Hungaria n nation." 45 

The dedicatio n o f th e Hungarian s t o th e ide a o f expellin g th e Jew s 
and th e belie f i n tha t ide a di d no t com e abou t suddenly , o n Marc h 19 , 
1944. This dedication had roots that ran deep, branched out in a complex 
fashion, an d wer e firmly  anchore d i n th e realit y o f th e live s an d belief s 
of th e Hungaria n masses . Th e historia n Reitlinger , i n referrin g t o thi s 
full Hungaria n collaboration , has indicated the circumstances supportin g 
their devotio n an d has estimated tha t th e unreserved cooperatio n o n th e 
part of the gendarmerie would never have been possible had the churches 
in Hungar y raise d thei r voice s agains t antisemitism. 46 

Yet anothe r referenc e linkin g th e tw o matter s read s a s follows : 

Because of th e preceding quarte r o f a  century o f counterreactionar y an d 
antisemitic government, and most of all , because of it s poisonous propa-
ganda in which the churches, especially the Catholic church, had played a 
role of the first importance.. . the police were saturated with hatred of the 
Jews; they regarded antisemitism as a natural way of life; they did not feel 
remorse, pity, pangs of conscience ; they regarded themselve s a s the van-
guard of Christendom: so they were taught in the school and in the church.47 
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A Hungaria n priest , too , wa s o f th e opinio n tha t th e churche s coul d 
have restraine d th e gendarmeri e an d th e polic e fro m abettin g th e depor -
tation o f th e Jews : 

The gendarmeri e an d th e polic e wer e traine d i n a  religiou s spiri t t o vie w 
obedience to the church a s an obligation. This spirit, in the past, permeate d 
all o f Hungaria n society . Ha d al l thes e peopl e wh o too k a  direc t par t i n 
the deportatio n o f th e Jew s bee n informe d tha t neithe r the y no r thei r 
families woul d b e permitte d t o partak e o f an y sacre d ceremony , thei r 
transgressions woul d no t b e forgive n them , the y woul d no t b e eligibl e t o 
receive th e final  sacrament s i n cas e o f death , an d thei r newbor n childre n 
would not be baptized; furthermore, ha d they been aware that the churches 
would b e locke d i n fac e o f thei r guilt , an d eve n th e churc h bell s woul d 
cease to ring—al l thi s would hav e generated a  severe crisis in those peopl e 
engaged i n th e deportatio n da y b y day . Ha d th e churche s adopte d suc h a 
position, the y woul d hav e cause d grea t embarrassment , bot h hig h i n gov -
erning circle s an d dow n amon g thos e carryin g ou t thei r instructions—th e 
officials an d the train worker s I  am sure that many people who assiste d 
with th e Jewish expulsion would have announced tha t they were unwillin g 
to tak e upo n themselve s th e dispatc h o f thei r neighbor s t o thei r deaths , 
for sinc e the churches would regar d suc h activit y negatively , the deed the y 
were bein g aske d t o perfor m b y th e authoritie s woul d b e simpl y a n "ac t 
of Cain, " an d the y woul d b e unwillin g t o ac t o n th e sam e mora l leve l a s 
Cain. Thei r conscience s woul d b e sensitiv e t o th e horribl e aspec t o f thei r 
deeds.48 

But th e churche s di d no t mak e thei r voic e hear d o n behal f o f th e 
persecuted. O n th e contrary , th e persecutor s wer e abl e t o understan d 
that thei r action s wer e considere d desirabl e b y th e church . Thei r gov -
ernment, too , acted in accordance with th e requirements an d expectation s 
of th e churches , a s w e shal l se e below . 

On Ma y 3 1 , 1944 , th e Hungaria n ministe r o f la w sen t th e interio r 
ministry o f hi s ow n governmen t a  draf t o f a  propose d bil l aime d a t 
removing th e Jew s fro m al l walk s o f Hungaria n public , cultural , an d 
economic life . Th e bil l deal s wit h variou s define d topic s an d map s ou t 
areas fro m whic h i t woul d becom e obligator y t o remov e th e Jews . Th e 
bill, however , doe s no t sto p there ; i t adds , 

The ministr y i s hereby empowered , abov e an d beyon d an d i n additio n t o 
the area s define d i n thi s law , t o enac t regulation s an d tak e suc h step s a s 
will lead to  the  absolute  removal  of  the  Jews from  the  public,  the  cultural, 
and the  economic  life  of  the  state  by  means  of  all  the  additional  steps  it 
finds appropriate  for  the  national  good.  4 9 [Th e emphasis abov e and i n th e 
following thre e paragraphs i s added. ] 

....
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The wordin g o f th e bil l regardin g th e remova l o f th e Jews fro m th e 
various walks of life is an almost precise excerpt from th e statement mad e 
by Cardina l Sered i o n thi s subjec t an d adduce d i n the previous chapter . 
At a  sessio n o f th e Syno d o f Catholi c Bishop s reviewe d i n detai l b y th e 
press, the cardina l state d tha t h e ascribe d "grea t importanc e t o limitin g 
the activit y o f th e Jews an d removing  the  Jewish spirit  from  public  and 
economic areas,  as  well  as  from additional  walks  of  life.'*''50 

During th e debat e o n th e secon d anti-Jewis h la w in the Upper Hous e 
the cardina l said , "I t woul d als o b e importan t to  eliminate  the  features 
they have  introduced  into  our  public  life  in  economic  and  social  areas 
and to  eliminate  the  Jewish spirit ."5I 

Further alon g i n th e debat e o n th e ver y sam e legislatio n th e cardina l 
stated, "Th e concep t o f limiting  the  activity  of  the  Jews is  acceptable to 
all It  is  necessary  to  reduce  the  influence  of  the  Jews." 511 I t wil l b e 
recalled tha t th e bishops an d head s o f th e Protestan t churche s expresse d 
themselves i n a  simila r vein . 

The cardina l an d hi s colleague s coul d observ e i n 194 4 tha t thei r 
preaching and the ideas they had voiced as early as 1939 must have falle n 
on attentiv e ears . 

A villag e pries t interviewe d b y a  newspape r i n th e summe r o f 194 4 
gave accurate expression to the thinking of the average Hungarian Chris -
tian a t tha t time : 

I state categorically that church history and tradition have always negated 
Judaism Th e Jews—the people and their priests—murdered ou r Lord , 
the Messiah , o n th e cross , in th e mos t despicabl e an d horribl e manner . 
There i n Pilatus' s cour t the y mad e thei r histori c declaration : "Ma y hi s 
blood b e upon ou r head s and upon th e heads of ou r offspring.".. . Ever 
since the Jews crucified Jesus, they have been the foes of Christianity. May 
the Jews be expelled from Hungary , and then the church, too, will be able 
to breathe more freely. 53 

And s o in the summe r o f 194 4 th e Hungaria n peopl e strov e to ac t i n 
the spiri t o f thi s villag e pries t an d hi s superiors , an d carrie d ou t wha t 
the historia n Cohe n define s a s follows : "Th e mos t rapi d rat e o f depor -
tation i n the history o f th e Holocaus t wa s rendered possibl e onl y by th e 
ideological an d psychologica l preparatio n o f th e masse s fo r jus t suc h a 
possibility, ove r a  period o f a  generation." 54 

Priestly Activity 

The thre e Christia n churche s too k a n interes t i n th e plans an d activitie s 
of the government o n th e Jewish question . They approached th e govern -
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ment at various dates during the summer of 1944 and made their opinions 
known o n th e step s adopte d b y the governmen t an d thei r possibl e ram -
ifications. The leaders of the priesthood were extremely consistent, actin g 
in accordanc e wit h th e precedent the y had se t during th e debate s o n th e 
anti-Jewish legislation . They raise d thei r voice s on behal f an d i n defens e 
of thei r flock  o f Jewis h convert s t o Christianity , completel y o r nearl y 
completely ignorin g th e pligh t o f th e Jews. In man y instance s the y eve n 
justified th e persecution o f th e Jews, thus assistin g i n fannin g th e flames 
that wer e consumin g Hungaria n Jewry . Moreover , I  will describ e how , 
in the vast majority o f their appeals to the government, the church leader s 
stressed tha t thei r interes t wa s limite d t o th e Jewish convert s alone , an d 
in many case s they added , i n passing, expressions besmirchin g th e Jews. 
There ar e ver y fe w case s wher e thei r appeal s include d a  genera l protes t 
against the deportations, without specia l emphasis that their interventio n 
was o n behal f o f th e convert s alone . 

It shoul d b e note d tha t a  fe w day s afte r th e Germa n invasio n o f 
Hungary, the leaders of all the churches knew about Auschwitz and abou t 
what wa s perpetrate d there ; furthermore , the y kne w tha t Hungaria n 
Jewry was to be deported t o Auschwitz . I n an interview hel d i n the mid -
1980s, Jozse f Elias , wh o i n 194 4 wa s a  youn g pries t servin g a s th e 
secretary of the Good Shepherd organization affiliated wit h the Reforme d 
church, relate d tha t fou r day s afte r th e Germa n invasion , o n Marc h 23 , 
precise detail s o f th e Germa n plan s wer e know n i n th e office s o f th e 
Apostolic Nunci o i n Budapest . Thes e detail s include d th e yello w sta r 
decrees, th e roundin g u p o f th e Jew s int o ghetto s an d concentratio n 
camps, an d thei r deportatio n t o th e ga s chamber s an d th e crematoria . 
According t o Elias , the Vatican itsel f wa s almos t certainl y th e sourc e o f 
this information . Th e receip t o f suc h detaile d informatio n i n th e office s 
of th e nunci o precede d al l the decree s mad e publi c a t a  later dat e b y th e 
Hungarian authorities ; Elias dates it from th e day the Sztojay governmen t 
took office . Elia s wrot e dow n whateve r h e kne w an d passe d th e infor -
mation alon g t o al l th e bishop s o f hi s church. 55 

From statement s mad e b y th e pries t wh o serve d a s Cardina l Seredi' s 
personal secretar y i n 1944 , Dr. Tamas Zakar , i t would see m that Seredi , 
too, informe d th e bishop s o f th e Catholi c churc h o f al l h e kne w o n th e 
subject o f th e deportatio n o f th e Jews.56 

Moreover, Cardina l Sered i and Bishop s Raffa y an d Ravasz , the head s 
of the Protestant churches , received on May 1 5 or immediately thereafte r 
precise informatio n concernin g Auschwitz . Thi s informatio n wa s in -
cluded i n th e Vrb a Report , know n als o a s th e Auschwit z Report . 

The repor t i s name d afte r it s compiler , a  youn g Je w name d Walte r 
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Rosenberg, who had bee n expelled fro m Slovaki a t o Auschwitz an d wh o 
had escape d fro m ther e afte r a  sta y o f nearl y tw o years . Subsequen t t o 
his escape , h e bega n t o us e th e nam e Rudol f Vrb a i n orde r t o evad e 
numerous Germa n attempt s t o recaptur e him . Vrb a wa s accompanie d 
on hi s escap e fro m Auschwit z b y hi s friend , Alfre d Vetzler , wh o subse -
quently wen t abou t unde r th e nam e Jose f Lanik . The y escape d fro m 
Auschwitz o n Apri l 10 , 1944 , an d afte r muc h suffering , innumerabl e 
hazards, and much courageous initiative, they managed to reach the town 
of Zsoln a i n Slovaki a o n Apri l 24 . O n th e followin g da y the y informe d 
the stunne d leader s o f th e loca l Jewis h communit y o f happening s a t 
Auschwitz. 

Vrba, a  youn g ma n wit h a  shar p ey e an d a n analytica l mind , serve d 
in the cam p i n a  minor administrativ e role . His position enable d hi m t o 
move abou t relativel y freel y throughou t th e camp , an d i n thi s wa y h e 
succeeded i n gatherin g th e dat a h e included i n hi s repor t a t a  late r date . 
Vrba calculate d tha t som e 1,750,00 0 Jews had bee n murdered i n Ausch-
witz sinc e hi s arriva l ther e i n June 1942 . 

He told o f hi s observations, which ha d le d him t o the conclusion tha t 
frantic preparation s wer e bein g mad e i n Auschwit z fo r th e arriva l o f a 
large number o f new victims, to be absorbed speedil y and efficiently eve n 
under considerabl e pressur e o f time . He relate d tha t u p unti l th e en d o f 
1943 the victims had arrive d a t the train's final  station , from wher e the y 
had bee n transferre d i n truck s t o th e ga s chamber s an d th e crematoria . 
At th e beginnin g o f 194 4 th e German s bega n t o wor k feverishl y o n 
extending the train tracks to the gas chambers themselves. This extensio n 
of th e track s rendere d th e operatio n o f Auschwit z considerabl y mor e 
efficient. Vrb a calculated that since only in Hungary, of the entire German 
occupation area , did there remain a  large Jewish population, the Germa n 
preparations a t Auschwit z wer e intende d fo r th e rapi d absorptio n o f 
Hungarian Jewry . On e o f th e main object s o f hi s escape was, he said , t o 
warn th e Jews o f Hungar y an d thei r leader s o f th e fat e awaitin g them . 

The Vrb a Repor t consiste d o f thirty-eigh t page s type d i n German , 
containing a  detailed descriptio n o f Auschwitz an d it s operation, writte n 
in a  cold , dry , an d down-to-eart h style . H e tol d o f th e locatio n o f th e 
camp, its equipment, ho w it s commanding officer s an d guard s operated , 
the selection an d murde r systems , and the operation o f the gas chamber s 
and the crematoria. He reported how the victims who were to be exploited 
in compulsor y labo r befor e thei r murde r wer e processe d an d tattooed . 
Vrba tol d o f th e extractio n o f gold-fille d teet h fro m th e mouth s o f th e 
dead an d o f othe r commercia l use s th e German s foun d fo r th e corpse s 
of th e murdered . T o hi s repor t h e adde d sketches. 57 
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The repor t wa s immediatel y sen t t o Hungar y t o b e distributed , an d 
was hande d ove r t o a n employe e o f th e Protestan t church' s Goo d Shep -
herd organizatio n fo r translatio n an d printing . Thes e task s too k a  fe w 
days, an d th e repor t wa s delivere d i n Hungaria n t o th e head s o f th e 
Christian churche s betwee n Ma y 1 0 an d 15 , jus t whe n th e firs t depor -
tation trai n lef t Hungary. 5 8 

In ligh t o f th e abov e information , i t ma y b e assume d tha t th e churc h 
leaders wer e wel l awar e o f th e existenc e an d significanc e o f Auschwit z 
from th e ver y first  day s o f th e Germa n invasion . Eve n i f th e initia l in -
formation lacke d precis e detail s o f Auschwitz , th e Vrb a Repor t filled  i n 
whatever wa s missing , an d fro m mid-May , whe n th e repor t reache d thei r 
hands, thei r knowledg e o f th e subjec t wa s extremel y detailed . 

We mus t examin e th e deeds an d statement s mad e b y the church leader s 
during thi s vita l period , i n ligh t o f thi s fact . 

Seredi's first  appea l t o Sztoja y afte r th e Germa n invasio n concerne d 
the yello w Sta r o f David , an d wa s mad e o n Marc h 28 , thre e day s prio r 
to th e publicatio n o f th e regulatio n renderin g wearin g on e obligatory . I n 
his appea l t o Sztojay , Sered i expresse d hi s dissatisfactio n wit h th e fac t 
that Jewis h convert s t o Christianit y wer e als o t o b e obligate d t o wea r 
the yello w star , bu t di d no t discus s th e significanc e o f th e decre e fo r th e 
Jews an d it s expecte d effec t upo n them . A s Leva i put s it , 

The Prince Primate did not , in this instance, protest agains t the anti-Jewis h 
regulations, bu t raise d th e followin g objection : "Th e six-pointe d sta r i s 
not the emblem of the Jewish race, but of the Jewish religion. Consequentl y 
the display of i t is, in the case of Christians, a contradiction an d constitute s 
a renunciatio n o f faith." 59 

After th e promulgatio n o f th e decree , Sered i appeale d t o Sztojay : 

The Roma n Catholi c priests , monks , an d nun s [o f Jewis h origin ] wer e 
exempted fro m th e term s o f th e previou s anti-Jewis h measures . There ar e 
certain individual s whose view it is that the stipulations o f the more recen t 
anti-Jewish measures and particularly [o f the regulation requiring the wear-
ing o f a  yellow star ] refe r t o thes e person s a s well . I , fo r m y part , canno t 
believe tha t individual s wh o hav e don e thei r utmos t fo r thei r countr y an d 
who, by virtue of their vocation, are members of the clergy, can be regarded 
as comin g withi n th e scop e o f thes e regulation s o r tha t the y shoul d b e 
subjected t o suc h scorn . May I  be permitted t o reques t you r Excellenc y t o 
issue a  statement clarifyin g th e position an d t o stat e categoricall y tha t th e 
persons indicate d abov e ar e exemp t fro m th e term s o f th e recen t anti -
Jewish regulation . Shoul d instruction s t o thi s effec t no t b e forthcoming , I 
shall, t o m y greates t regret , find  mysel f compelle d t o forbi d th e represen -
tatives of th e church t o wear th e six-pointed star . Were they t o d o so , thi s 
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would have to be regarded a s a renunciation o f fait h an d canno t on this 
account be permitted. I  am sure that Your Excellency wil l appreciate the 
justness of my request and will take the necessary and wise steps to remedy 
this untenable state of affairs. 60 

Seredi's firm  stanc e bor e fruit , an d a  fe w day s later , o n Apri l 5 , th e 
government publishe d a n amendmen t t o th e previou s regulation , ex -
empting fro m th e obligatio n o f wearin g th e yello w six-pointe d sta r al l 
those whos e exemptio n ha d bee n demande d b y Seredi. 61 

That ver y da y Sztoja y replie d t o Seredi , "Allo w m e t o dra w you r 
attention t o th e decree.. . published i n today' s issu e o f th e Official  Ga-
zette, modifyin g th e term s o f th e decre e promulgated i n respec t o f Jew s 
wearing a  discriminatin g emblem . Articl e 1  o f th e decre e include s al l 
those provision s whic h You r Excellenc y fel t t o b e necessary." 6z 

This correspondenc e show s tha t fro m Seredi' s very first  appea l t o th e 
government subsequen t t o the German invasion , he laid his cards on th e 
table an d reveale d tha t h e wa s intereste d i n th e convert s alone . Eve n 
more importan t i s th e fac t tha t th e cardinal' s decisiv e stanc e produce d 
results an d convince d th e governmen t t o retrea t fro m it s earlie r publi c 
position, despit e th e fac t tha t i t ha d alread y bee n published . 

On Apri l 2 3 Sered i me t Sztoja y an d presente d hi m wit h a  documen t 
containing th e stan d o f th e Catholi c churc h regardin g th e situatio n tha t 
had com e abou t i n Hungar y a s a  resul t o f th e Germa n invasion . In  th e 
introduction t o his letter Seredi demanded liberty and justice for all : "W e 
have n o righ t t o limi t th e righ t o f citizen s t o life , t o persona l freedom , 
to freedo m o f worship , t o work , t o earnin g a  livelihood , t o ownershi p 
of thei r property , an d t o huma n dignity , t o uprigh t an d honorabl e live s 
with neithe r justificatio n no r a  cour t verdict." 63 

The excerp t cite d abov e ca n b e understood t o mea n tha t h e intende d 
to defen d th e right s o f th e Jew s a s well . Ther e are , furthermore , ad -
ditional excerpt s fro m thi s lette r tha t ca n apparentl y b e interprete d i n 
this spirit . Ye t the res t o f th e lette r an d th e written summar y o f Seredi' s 
practical demand s persuad e th e reade r tha t th e visi t wa s mean t t o 
protect th e interest s o f th e converts . H e wrot e a s follows : " I refe r t o 
those regulation s alread y promulgate d o r thos e whic h ar e t o b e pro -
mulgated i n th e nea r futur e which , wit h n o lega l basis , caus e har m t o 
Hungarian citizens , my  Catholi c brethren . Thes e regulation s expos e 
them t o scor n fo r n o reason. " 

After th e lengthy introduction containing , as noted above, ideas abou t 
the importanc e o f th e moralit y o f th e regime , Sered i summe d u p hi s 
practical demand s i n five points: 
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I herewith insistentl y reques t th e Roya l Hungaria n Governmen t o f Chris -
tian Hungary , a  governmen t consistin g entirel y o f Christians , t o conside r 
the baptize d Christians , eve n thoug h the y b e o f Jewish origin , an d distin -
guish them from th e Jews, as they, by the act of their baptism, have already 
distinguished themselves . 

I present five  demands : 
[i] Th e regulation s concernin g thos e o f Jewis h fait h shoul d no t b e 

applied t o Christians . 
[2] Thos e o f Christia n fait h shoul d no t b e represente d i n th e sam e 

Council a s thos e o f Jewis h fait h [th e Jewish Counci l wa s establishe d th e 
day afte r th e Germa n invasio n o f Hungary] . Th e whol e organizatio n o f 
the Jewish Counci l i s rooted i n th e Jewish religio n an d i t i s not righ t tha t 
Jews should have power over Catholic priests or monks , or over Christian s 
in general. Nor shoul d the y enjoy judicia l authority ove r these, with whic h 
they might , shoul d the y happe n t o b e biased , har m thos e who , fo r th e 
greatest part , followe d th e cal l o f thei r conscienc e an d renounce d thei r 
Jewish faith. 64 

[3] Christian s shoul d n o longe r b e oblige d t o wea r th e Sta r o f David . 
. . . The exhibitio n o f thi s sig n b y Christian s i s tantamoun t t o apostasy , 
against whic h th e dignitarie s o f th e churc h protes t mos t solemnly . 

[4] I  further reques t that those Catholic priests, the aged and the infirm , 
and i n genera l thos e baptize d wh o fal l unde r th e stipulation s o f th e reg -
ulations concernin g Jews , shoul d b e allowe d t o emplo y non-Jewis h do -
mestics [i n th e decre e promulgate d b y th e governmen t o n Marc h 29 , th e 
employment of non-Jewish servants in Jewish households was prohibited].65 

[5] I  furthe r hav e t o dra w attentio n t o th e fac t tha t i n man y cases , 
when th e propert y o f a  paren t wh o i s considere d a  Jew i s confiscate d o r 
the hea d o f th e famil y i s forbidde n t o work , children , t o who m th e stip -
ulations of the Jewish laws do not even apply, are deprived of their fortune . 

Hoping tha t neithe r You r Excellenc y no r th e othe r Christia n member s 
of th e Roya l Hungaria n Governmen t wil l disow n thei r Christia n co -
religionists.66 

This presentatio n o f fiv e point s dealin g explicitl y an d solel y wit h th e 
demand t o interpre t lenientl y th e regulation s apparentl y applyin g t o 
the Jewis h convert s t o Christianit y show s tha t i n th e cardinal ' s appea l 
to th e prim e minister , th e Jewish questio n remaine d outsid e th e scop e o f 
the cardinal' s interests . Sztoja y understoo d th e significanc e o f Seredi' s 
appeal—an indicatio n tha t th e sufferin g o f th e Jew s di d no t bothe r th e 
cardinal. 

Sztojay's Ma y 3  repl y reflecte d th e understandin g tha t ha d develope d 
between th e two , an d deal t solel y wit h th e topic s involvin g th e converts . 
Sztojay agree d tha t th e convert s nee d no t b e represente d b y th e Jew s i n 
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their council. He promised that the minister of the interior would prepar e 
appropriate legislatio n t o facilitat e th e establishment o f a  special counci l 
to b e mad e u p entirel y o f converts . Thi s council , h e intimated , woul d 
represent th e interest s o f th e convert s befor e th e authorities . Unti l suc h 
time a s the technica l an d legislativ e detail s settin g up thi s counci l woul d 
be completed , th e convert s wer e t o b e represente d b y a  conver t servin g 
on th e existing Jewish Counci l an d headin g a  subcommittee t o b e set u p 
for th e converts . The legislatio n bein g prepared b y th e interio r ministe r 
would even allow the converts to protest in case the Jewish Counci l acte d 
against the m dishonestl y o r too k exaggerate d step s agains t them . 

With regar d t o th e convert s bein g require d t o wea r th e yello w six -
pointed star , Sztoja y reiterate d hi s stand—tha t th e emble m di d no t rep -
resent an y religiou s belief . I t was merel y a n administrativ e devic e se t u p 
by the authorities, which was intended to facilitate the treatment of those 
to who m th e anti-Jewis h regulation s applied , "an d th e governmen t wil l 
not objec t t o th e Jews o f Christia n persuasio n wearin g a  cros s o n thei r 
clothing i n additio n t o th e Sta r o f David. " 

Concerning th e employmen t o f Christia n domestic s i n th e home s o f 
converts, the government would b e willing to take into consideration th e 
priests an d other s employe d b y th e church . Th e governmen t wa s eve n 
ready to permit the employment of Christian domestics by families whos e 
children wer e Christian , eve n i f on e o f th e parent s wa s Jewish . 

Regarding th e expropriatio n o f propert y belongin g t o th e hea d o f a 
Jewish famil y whos e childre n wer e Christian , Sztoja y wrot e a s follows : 
"The Roya l Hungaria n Governmen t woul d tak e car e that suc h propert y 
would receiv e du e consideratio n i n accordanc e wit h th e existin g legis -
lation when the time came for the future of such property to be decided."67 

As for th e Jewish proble m i n general , Sztojay noted , "I t i s impossibl e 
to jeopardiz e th e lif e an d futur e o f 1 3 1/ 2 millio n Hungarian s fo r th e 
sake of one million Jews."68 Sztojay di d not dee m i t necessary to explai n 
to Sered i i n detai l jus t ho w th e surviva l o f Jew s woul d jeopardiz e "th e 
life an d future " o f th e Hungarians , an d ho w thei r destructio n woul d 
guarantee them . I t woul d see m tha t h e was no t worrie d abou t th e pos -
sibility o f Sered i askin g hi m tha t question . 

On Ma y 10 , Seredi wrot e t o th e prim e ministe r onc e again : 

I mus t agai n repea t m y deman d fo r discriminatio n betwee n converte d 
Jews an d Jews adherin g t o th e Israelit e faith . Thi s applie s especiall y t o 
cases in which Christians of Jewish origin are to be housed with Israelites 
in th e sam e flats,  houses, ghettos , labo r camps , et c Thi s a t leas t w e 
owe our Christian coreligionists . Furthermore, they have to be assured of 
freedom o f religion . I t mus t b e mad e possibl e fo r the m t o leav e thei r 

....
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domiciles in order to fulfill thei r religious obligations and, should the need 
arise, priests mus t be permitted t o visi t them. Care should b e taken tha t 
their mora l lif e i s not endangered . Mos t o f al l i t must b e prevented tha t 
they, as a consequence of indiscriminate deportation, suffer los s of life 
Therefore I  respectfully reques t th e Roya l Hungaria n Governmen t that , 
bearing i n min d it s historica l responsibility , i t shoul d caus e step s t o b e 
taken by Hungarian an d non-Hungarian authoritie s alike to prevent such 
deportations.69 

Here Sered i n o longe r mad e an y pretens e o f intervenin g o n behal f o f 
the Jews . 

Yet the Jews wer e mentione d i n Seredi' s epistle . That is , in hi s afore -
mentioned lette r t o Sztoja y h e referre d on e b y on e t o th e fiv e point s h e 
raised i n hi s memorandu m o f Apri l 2 3 an d t o Sztojay' s repl y o f Ma y 3 , 
and deal t i n th e mai n wit h matter s o f mino r significanc e an d wit h a 
repetition o f matter s deal t wit h i n th e past . H e eve n requeste d tha t th e 
gendarmes an d th e police b e informed tha t Christian s oblige d t o wea r a 
yellow sta r migh t displa y a  cros s o n thei r clothing , i n additio n t o th e 
Star of David, "in order to avoid unnecessary bother." When Seredi came 
to th e Jewish question , however , h e displaye d considerabl e decisivenes s 
and adopte d a n uncompromisin g attitude . H e wante d t o b e give n sub -
stantial guarantee s tha t Christian s woul d unde r n o circumstance s b e 
rendered subordinat e t o an y Jewis h authorit y i n th e framewor k o f th e 
Jewish Council . He stressed hi s request tha t i f any problems shoul d aris e 
in thi s regard , the y b e deal t wit h efficientl y b y th e authorities. 70 

As we have noted , nowher e i n the lette r i s there an y sign that th e fat e 
of th e Jew s occupie d th e cardina l t o an y degree . Th e lette r i s date d 
May 10 . Fiv e day s late r th e train s bega n t o se t ou t fo r Auschwitz , an d 
even then , when th e deportations wer e unde r way , Sered i was intereste d 
mainly i n hi s persona l prestig e an d hi s church' s statu s i n hi s contact s 
with governmen t leaders . The followin g i s an excerp t fro m th e lette r h e 
wrote an d distribute d amon g th e Catholi c bishop s o n Ma y 17 : 

Previous Royal Hungarian Governments used to inform m e in advance of 
proposed legislatio n and regulations of interest to the church, to its insti-
tutions, t o it s rights , t o it s faith , an d t o it s mora l laws , o r t o churc h 
personages, so that I  would be able to make my comments However , 
in the present situation preliminary notices are no longer given to me 
In the vast majority o f cases I  am able to make comments only afte r th e 
promulgation o f the regulations I  must state that it is neither my faul t 
nor that of the Synod of Bishops, that in my exhausting and difficult talk s 
with the appropriate authorities, and mainly with the prime minister, I did 
not succeed any better when I rose to defend righteousnes s and, in partic-
ular, the rights of our Catholic brethren. 71 

....

....
....

....
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Seredi thu s conclude s thi s stag e o f hi s treatmen t o f th e subjec t b y 
professing innocenc e o f an y guilt . 

The Protestan t churche s wer e activ e a t th e sam e time , an d they , too , 
gave preferenc e i n thei r dealing s wit h th e governmen t t o th e statu s o f 
converts t o Christianit y an d th e violation s o f tha t status . Thei r appeal s 
resembled thos e of the Catholi c church , an d o n occasio n th e wording o f 
the appeal s mad e b y the variou s churche s wa s completel y identical . 

From a  document o f th e Evangelica l churc h date d th e secon d hal f o f 
July, whic h summe d u p th e step s take n b y th e Protestan t churche s o n 
this issue , w e lear n o f th e followin g relevan t steps : o n Apri l 4 , a t th e 
same tim e a s th e appeal s o f th e head s o f th e Reforme d churc h an d it s 
various provincial center s were lodged , the leadership o f th e Evangelica l 
church appeale d i n identical letters to Prime Minister Sztojay , to Interio r 
Minister Jaross , an d t o th e ministe r o f cultur e an d religion , Dr . Istva n 
Antal. In  thes e letter s thre e demand s wer e mad e "regardin g Jews o f th e 
Christian faith" : 

[1] The y shoul d b e exempte d fro m th e requiremen t o f wearin g th e 
discriminating emblem. 

[2] The y shoul d b e permitte d t o emplo y i n thei r home s Christia n 
domestics. 

[3] The y should not be subject to the authority of the Jewish Council . 
The church requests that a separate council be established for the converts.7* 

According t o ye t anothe r source , a t th e sam e tim e a s th e ste p jus t 
described wa s taken , o n Apri l 6 , Bisho p Ravas z presente d th e prim e 
minister wit h a  memorandu m containin g request s fo r consideratio n o f 
Christians wh o wer e partner s i n mixe d marriages. 73 

The prime minister' s repl y was sen t on Ma y 10 . In i t he turned dow n 
the reques t containe d i n paragrap h 1  o f th e churc h memorandum , ye t 
added tha t "th e governmen t ha s n o objectio n t o th e convert s wearin g 
on thei r clothin g a  cross , i n additio n t o th e yello w six-pointe d star. " 
Regarding th e employmen t o f Christia n domestic s i n th e household s o f 
mixed couples , "the government i s prepared t o permit such employmen t 
if on e o f th e coupl e i s a  Christian , eve n i f h e i s o f Jewis h origin , o n 
condition tha t th e childre n o f tha t famil y ar e Christian." 74 

Even befor e th e prim e minister' s repl y ha d bee n received , th e Evan -
gelical churc h mad e ye t anothe r appeal , o n Ma y 5 , i n a n additiona l 
memorandum to the head of the Royal Hungarian Government , in which 
it requested tha t th e Jews o f th e Christia n religio n no t b e housed i n th e 
ghettos together with the Jews of the Jewish faith. Since this memorandum 
remained unanswered , th e church presidency sent yet another memoran -
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dum, o n Ma y 26 , t o th e hea d o f th e Roya l Hungaria n Government , i n 
which i t adopte d th e followin g position : 

[1] Th e appointment of a convert to membership in the Jewish Council 
is not an acceptable solution to this problem. 

[2] Al l those who, together with thei r children, converted before thei r 
children were seven years of age, should be considered non-Jews. 

[3] Th e presidency protest s agains t the transfer o f these people to the 
ghettos. 

[4] If , nevertheless, the government should insist on the converts moving 
into th e ghettos, the church presidenc y request s tha t Christia n priest s be 
permitted to visit members of their flock in the ghettos. 

[5] Th e presidenc y warn s th e governmen t agains t expellin g th e Jews 
beyond the borders of the state.75 

The firs t fou r paragraph s i n thi s Evangelica l churc h appea l dea l wit h 
requests fo r consideratio n o f converts . The fifth  paragrap h refer s t o th e 
Jews a s well . 

On Ma y 1 9 a  representativ e o f th e Jewis h communitie s informe d 
Bishop Ravasz , th e hea d o f th e Reforme d church , tha t th e deportation s 
had begu n an d tha t accordin g t o the mos t reliabl e information availabl e 
"there wa s n o retur n fro m suc h a  journey. " I t shoul d b e recalle d tha t 
the Vrba Repor t wa s a t thi s tim e i n Ravasz' s possession . Ravas z turne d 
to th e Evangelica l bishop , Kapi , an d th e tw o Protestan t churche s 
prepared a  join t memorandu m t o th e government . Th e memorandu m 
reached it s destination o n June 21 , over a  month afte r th e Jewish appea l 
to Ravasz , owin g t o th e fac t tha t th e nin e bishop s reside d a t differen t 
places an d thei r signature s ha d t o b e obtaine d individually. 76 

The Protestan t bishop s wer e i n n o hurry . Hungar y i s no t a  larg e 
country, an d a  journe y o f a  numbe r o f hour s suffice s t o reac h ever y 
corner. Th e movement s o f th e bishop s an d thei r messenger s wer e no t 
restricted, an d the y coul d mov e freely . Th e telephon e an d mai l service s 
functioned normally . Nevertheless , th e collectio n o f th e nin e signature s 
took a month. It should be noted that throughout the month of signature s 
the deportatio n train s fro m Hungar y fe d th e Auschwit z oven s ove r te n 
thousand Jew s ever y day . 

Reading th e memorandu m raise s th e questio n whethe r i t would hav e 
been preferabl e ha d th e memorandu m neve r bee n writte n an d delivere d 
to its destination. The encouragement o f government activitie s containe d 
in the memorandu m fa r exceed s it s defense o f th e Jews—in a  documen t 
intended t o serv e a s a  defens e o f th e Jews. I t containe d th e following : 

The solution of the Jewish question is a political task. We are not dealing 
with politics now. The execution of this solution is a great work of admin-
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istration. We are not experts on that W e do not wish to aggravate Your 
Excellency's politica l position ; w e even wish t o promote th e solutio n o f 
the great task you took upon yourself. 

As bishops o f th e two Protestan t churche s w e protest agains t devou t 
members of ou r congregation s bein g punished onl y fo r bein g considered 
Jews fro m a  racia l poin t o f view . They ar e bein g punished fo r a  Jewish 
mentality fro m whic h they , an d i n man y case s thei r ancestors , have sol-
emnly disconnected themselves. Their lives, as regards Christian spirit and 
morality, are not considered in the least.77 

With suc h defens e th e Jew s wer e i n n o nee d o f prosecution . Th e 
deportations wen t o n unti l th e las t o f th e Jews , excep t fo r th e Jew s o f 
Budapest, ha d bee n deported . 

In th e summe r o f 194 4 ther e appeare d ye t anothe r officia l Christia n 
factor whic h too k a n interes t i n th e way s i n whic h th e Jewish questio n 
was being solved: the pope's personal representative in Budapest, Nunci o 
Angelo Rotta . Lik e his colleagues, the heads of the Hungarian Christia n 
churches, he, too, took a  special interes t i n the fat e an d th e safet y o f th e 
converts, expressing himself accordingl y on various occasions before var -
ious governmen t agencies . 

Rotta me t Sztoja y o n Marc h 2 3 an d Marc h 30 . On Apri l 18 , he hel d 
yet anothe r discussio n wit h th e prim e minister , while , o n Apri l 27 , h e 
visited the deputy foreign minister , Arthony-Jungerth. I n a memorandu m 
he delivere d t o th e Hungaria n governmen t o n Ma y 15 , he summe d u p 
his discussion s wit h th e governmen t leaders . Lik e hi s colleagues , Rotta , 
too, spok e i n genera l term s o f th e lac k o f justic e characterizin g th e so -
lution o f th e Jewis h question ; lik e the m h e focuse d hi s attentio n upo n 
the specia l injustic e don e t o th e convert s i n bein g treate d n o differentl y 
from th e Jews. He wrote : 

On many previous occasion s th e Apostolic Nunciate ha s brough t t o th e 
notice o f th e Hungaria n governmen t thos e provision s o f th e ne w anti -
Jewish decrees which i t considers unjust, especiall y the failure t o discrim-
inate between baptized and Israelite Jews Th e Apostolic Nunciate con-
siders i t t o b e it s dut y t o protes t agains t suc h measures . I t onc e agai n 
appeals to the Hungarian government not to continue this war against the 
Jews beyond the limits prescribed by the laws of nature.78 

In th e coverin g lette r attache d t o Rotta' s protest , th e following , 
appeared: 

I regard it as my duty to present this note of protest and again to demand 
that the rights of the church and its flock be respected. The fact that persons 
are persecuted because of their racial origin is in itself a breach of the laws 
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of nature . . . but to pass anti-Jewish laws without taking into consideratio n 
that man y Jew s have , throug h baptism , becom e Christians , i s a  seriou s 
offense agains t th e church. 79 

In it s repl y th e governmen t stresse d it s explanatio n o f th e questio n o f 
the converts , relyin g o n th e anti-Jewis h legislatio n tha t ha d bee n i n forc e 
for th e pas t fe w years . 

This repl y di d no t satisf y th e nuncio , so , o n Jun e 5 , h e onc e agai n 
addressed th e governmen t i n a  memorandu m i n whic h h e refute d th e 
government's argument s concernin g th e applicatio n o f th e anti-Jewis h 
legislation t o th e converts . He expresse d hi s anxiet y fo r th e spiritua l well -
being o f th e convert s i n concentratio n camps , an d wrote , "I n som e place s 
the authoritie s hav e gon e a s fa r a s t o hinde r th e priest s i n givin g thes e 
unfortunate childre n o f th e churc h th e consolation s o f religion. " I n th e 
conclusion o f hi s memorandu m h e mad e thre e concret e demands : 

[1] Al l Jews ar e t o receiv e human e treatment . 
[2] Baptize d Jew s ar e t o b e exempte d fro m anti-Jewis h legislation , a t 

least those Jews who, with regard to the date of their conversion, are abov e 
all reasonabl e suspicio n [i.e. , thos e convert s wh o converte d lon g before , 
and s o coul d no t b e suspecte d o f doin g s o merel y t o tr y t o escap e th e 
treatment give n th e Jews] . 

[3] Th e Roya l Hungaria n Governmen t i s asked t o tak e urgen t step s t o 
put a  sto p t o th e deportatio n o f Jew s an d t o permi t th e spiritua l car e o f 
the unfortunat e Christians. 80 

On Jun e 30 , th e governmen t replie d t o th e nuncio , claimin g t o hav e 
considered hi s appea l seriously : 

The Roya l Hungaria n Government.. . does no t rejec t ou t o f han d th e ar -
guments advance d b y th e Apostoli c Nunciate , especiall y insofa r a s thes e 
refer t o th e baptize d Jews. Taking thi s line , the Roya l Hungaria n Govern -
ment ha s examine d th e recen t not e submitte d b y th e Apostoli c Nunciat e 
and woul d herewit h lik e to giv e a  resum e o f it s point o f view : 

A specia l branc h o f th e Jewis h Counci l wil l i n futur e represen t th e 
interests of the converted Jews in Hungary. Until the articles of this counci l 
have bee n approved , Mr . Sando r Toro k [ a converte d Jewis h journalist ] 
will represen t th e converted Jews i n the Provisiona l Executiv e Committee . 
All steps have been taken t o ensure tha t th e activities of this representativ e 
are suitabl y supported . 

The memorandu m repeat s th e government' s clai m tha t Hungar ia n 
Jewry wa s no t bein g deported : 

A large numbe r o f Jewis h laborer s ha s bee n place d a t th e disposa l o f th e 
German government . Th e fac t tha t thes e laborer s too k thei r familie s wit h 
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them to Germany was due to the consideration that it would be better not 
to part these families, as these Jews can be expected to get through a great 
amount of work Instruction s have been issued to ensure that converted 
Jews and their families are accorded precedence among the workers, whose 
retention i n th e countr y i s made imperativ e b y economic an d industria l 
considerations.81 

The nunci o visite d Sztoja y onc e agai n o n Jul y 6 , an d tol d th e prim e 
minister, "Yo u yoursel f se e wha t th e theor y o f racis m lead s to . Peopl e 
born a s Christians an d those who have been living Christian live s for th e 
past thirt y t o fort y year s ar e no w bein g subjecte d t o th e sam e unfai r 
treatment accorde d th e othe r Jews." 81 

According t o th e nuncio , th e failur e o f racism , a s pu t int o effec t b y 
the Hungaria n government , wa s tha t i t overra n it s boundarie s an d af -
fected Christia n believer s negatively . Thi s woul d see m t o indicat e tha t 
had th e governmen t see n fit  t o limi t it s racis t activit y t o peopl e o f th e 
Jewish religio n only , he would hav e reacte d differently . 

Sztojay too k note s o f hi s meetin g wit h th e nuncio . Hi s note s sho w 
that th e nuncio' s majo r topi c o f interes t wa s th e fat e o f th e Jewish con -
verts. I t shoul d b e note d tha t th e nunci o di d protes t i n genera l term s 
against th e brutalit y evince d towar d al l thos e suffering  fro m racia l per -
secution, bot h Jew s an d convert s alike , ye t mos t o f th e conversatio n 
between th e tw o concerne d th e converts . Sztoja y illuminate s a n inter -
esting angle of the nuncio's attitude toward the entire Jewish population : 

Concerning th e separatio n o f th e Jews fro m th e res t o f th e populace , I 
commented tha t thi s matter i s important, fo r i n a  life-and-death struggl e 
such as the one the Hungarian nation is currently engaged in with Bolshe-
vism, the Jews exude a  negative influence . The y ar e defeatist s an d favo r 
our enemies, in spite of it s being clear that were Bolshevism to be trium-
phant, Hungary would be inundated. 

The nuncio agree d tha t there is indeed a  Jewish danger , and tha t i t is 
vital t o eradicat e thi s danger , bu t stresse d tha t thi s mus t b e carried ou t 
while taking int o consideration Christia n moralit y an d churc h right s 
The nuncio repeatedl y stresse d tha t nothin g shoul d b e done to limi t th e 
church's freedo m o f movement , fo r the n h e would b e obliged t o infor m 
the Holy Father of it, a step which would undoubtedly leave an undesirable 
impression.83 

In mentionin g "Christia n morality " th e nunci o pu t himsel f int o th e 
same cam p a s Laszl o Endre , th e ma n responsibl e fo r th e deportations , 
who ha d repeatedl y stresse d i n hi s report s t o th e governmen t an d o n 
various othe r occasion s tha t h e wa s carryin g ou t th e deportatio n whil e 
guided b y the "spiri t o f Christianity. " 

....
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As alread y noted , th e nunci o wa s especiall y intereste d i n th e fat e o f 
the converts . Th e nuncio' s attitud e di d no t escap e th e prim e minister , 
who wa s shrew d enoug h t o understan d tha t i f h e mad e concession s i n 
connection with the converts, the nuncio would n o longer be an obstacl e 
to hi s disposa l o f th e Jewis h question . A t th e governmen t sessio n hel d 
on July 13 , a wee k afte r hi s meetin g wit h th e nuncio , Sztoja y delivere d 
personally a  semiofficia l lette r t o hi s interio r minister , Jaross , i n whic h 
he include d a  request : 

As you know, the Apostolic Nuncio paid me a visit on the 6th of this 
month an d mad e severa l request s On e o f thes e requests was that th e 
government exempt various converts from the obligations of the anti-Jewish 
regulations. At that meeting I informed hi m that there is a good chance I 
will be prepared t o treat hi s request mos t cordially , and i f he gives me a 
list of the people involved, I will take the steps necessary to exempt fro m 
the application o f the anti-Jewish laws. 

Enclosed please find the list, together with my request that you urgently 
examine these cases and give instructions to exempt from th e application 
of the anti-Jewish laws those whose names are included in the list. 

It woul d see m t o b e unnecessar y t o emphasiz e tha t ou r speed y an d 
positive response to this modest request of the nuncio will have a desirable 
effect upo n hi s attitude toward us , a result which wil l indirectly improv e 
the position adopted by the Holy See toward us—an apparently desirabl e 
development in the present situation. I  will appreciate your informing me 
of the results of your consideration o f the matter. 84 

From thes e meetin g wit h th e leader s o f th e churche s an d wit h th e 
nuncio, the government succeeded in clarifying the stand of the importan t 
Christian factor s i n Hungary—stron g oppositio n t o an y har m don e t o 
the convert s an d t o th e church , an d agreemen t wit h th e governmen t 
regarding the necessit y t o "remove " the Jews. For the sake of style , they 
sometimes adde d a  commen t o n "lac k o f justice, " "boundarie s dictate d 
by natural law," "unnecessary brutalit y in execution," and so forth. Eve n 
if the Hungaria n governmen t ha d desire d t o tak e not e o f th e protests o f 
Christian leaders , i t woul d hav e bee n unabl e t o d o s o becaus e suc h 
protests wer e simpl y neve r made . 

Here ar e additiona l instance s o f so-calle d churc h intervention . 
An Evangelica l pries t fro m th e tow n o f Mohac s wrot e o n June 3 0 t o 

the national hea d o f hi s church afte r th e deportation o f thre e familie s o f 
his flock : 

Strangers b y virtu e o f th e bloo d flowing in thei r veins , ye t clos e t o u s 
spiritually, member s o f ou r flock who have converted an d joine d u s ar e 
suffering fro m a n approac h whic h no t onl y contradict s ou r Evangelica l 

....
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outlook, bu t als o oppose s ou r 900-year-ol d Hungarian-Christia n pas t 
Until no w the y live d i n th e ghett o togethe r wit h th e othe r Jews, an d bor e 
their fate with true Christian resignation A s for me , both a s a Christia n 
and a s a  Hungarian , I  accept without reservatio n th e methods adopte d b y 
the exalte d governmenta l authoritie s I  d o no t wis h t o becom e th e 
spokesman fo r al l the Jews of Mohacs , for othe r than m y own floc k I  have 
never ha d an y connectio n wit h an y o f them . I  a m awar e tha t Jewr y ha s 
been a  foreig n lim b o n th e nationa l body , an d tha t i t ha s bee n obligator y 
to remov e it . I  have n o objection s t o this , merel y t o th e executio n A t 
this stag e I  limit m y protes t t o m y own brethre n only . 

Here th e pries t provide d th e name s o f thos e thre e familie s an d con -
tinued, " I wa s neve r a  frien d o f th e Jews , bu t I  a m bot h a  brothe r an d 
a frien d o f thos e wh o hav e joine d m e i n Jesus . O n thi s basi s I  underg o 
mental sufferin g togethe r wit h m y belove d flock." 85 

The bisho p o f Csanad , Hamvas , wrot e t o Sered i o n Jul y 15 , 1944 , 

The honorable prime minister's promise that the Jews of the Christian fait h 
will not b e expelled fro m Budapes t i s extremely calming . For thi s achieve -
ment I  a m especiall y gratefu l t o You r Holiness . Bu t wha t abou t th e fat e 
of thos e wh o hav e alread y bee n deporte d fro m th e town s an d provinces ? 
Members o f my flock fro m Szege d and Mak o hav e already bee n deported . 
We shoul d deman d thei r return . Similarly , w e mus t insis t tha t th e depor -
tation o f convert s fro m th e town s an d province s wher e th e deportatio n 
has no t ye t bee n complete d b e stoppe d Th e honorabl e prim e ministe r 
also wrot e tha t Christian s o f Jewis h origi n wil l resid e separatel y i n th e 
future an d wil l b e able to live according to the tenet s o f thei r religion . Bu t 
will the y hav e th e opportunit y t o ear n a  livelihood? 86 

The specia l interes t displaye d b y th e priesthoo d an d th e head s o f th e 
churches i n th e problem s o f th e converts , whil e almos t completel y ig -
noring th e Jewis h tragedy , di d no t escap e th e attentio n o f a n exper t o n 
the Jewis h question . S S Genera l Winckelman n wrot e t o hi s superior , 
Himmler, o n Jul y 13 , "Las t wee k suc h incident s occurre d her e a s woul d 
elsewhere hav e give n rise  t o muc h anxiety . Th e nunci o an d Cardina l 
Seredi registere d constan t protest s wit h th e regen t concernin g th e Jew s 
of Budapest . Th e fac t tha t i n thi s contex t al l thei r anxiet y wa s fo r th e 
converts alon e stem s undoubtedl y fro m th e ver y natur e o f th e church." 8 7 

There exist s th e testimon y o f a  perso n wh o i n th e summe r o f 194 4 
was involve d i n a  daily , practica l sens e i n th e "solutio n o f th e Jewis h 
question," th e Hungaria n ministe r o f th e interior , Jaross , wh o state d i n 
his interrogatio n afte r th e wa r wa s over , 

The leader s o f th e priesthood mad e declaration s o n behal f o f th e Convert s 
only. Cardinal Seredi requested that they be exempted from th e obligation s 
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of the anti-Jewish legislation, while Reformed Bisho p Ravasz himself, in a 
speech delivered in the Calvin Square Church in Budapest on Good Friday, 
stated tha t "th e Jews ar e no w receivin g thei r punishmen t fro m Go d fo r 
having crucified Jesus."88 

Ravasz wa s no t th e onl y bisho p wh o though t alon g thos e line s an d 
expressed himsel f accordingly . In  mid-Ma y 1944 , th e Jew s o f th e De -
brecen are a wer e concentrate d i n th e cit y o f tha t name , i n easter n Hun -
gary. Rumor s sprea d throug h th e ghett o tha t du e t o th e advanc e o f th e 
Red Arm y an d th e threa t i t pose d t o Hungary' s easter n border , th e 
authorities wante d t o evacuat e th e Jews fro m th e are a o f th e expecte d 
battle. I t wa s though t tha t th e Jews , a s a  facto r disloya l t o th e regim e 
and supportive of the Bolshevik enemy, might betray the Hungarian arm y 
attempting t o bloc k th e advanc e o f th e Re d Army . Th e rabb i o f th e 
Jewish Statu s Qu o communit y o f Debrecen , Rabb i Mei r Weiss , asked t o 
be received b y Reformed Bisho p Imr e Revesz . At thei r meetin g th e rabb i 
proposed tha t sinc e the bisho p wa s familia r wit h th e Jewish communit y 
and kne w o f it s loyalt y t o Hungary , h e migh t b e willin g t o guarante e 
that th e Jews woul d no t perfor m an y hostil e act s agains t th e Hungaria n 
army. I n thi s wa y th e reaso n fo r removin g th e Jew s fro m thei r home s 
and fro m th e tow n woul d fal l away , an d perhap s th e authoritie s woul d 
agree t o leav e the m i n th e Debrece n ghetto . 

Revesz replie d tha t i f h e wer e able , h e woul d sav e th e converts . A s 
for th e Jews : sinc e a t th e tim e o f th e tria l an d crucifixio n o f Jesu s th e 
Jews took upon themselves and upon their seed the curse of the Messiah' s 
spilt blood—h e wa s unabl e t o b e o f assistanc e t o them. 89 

The Shepherds'  Epistles 
Some tim e afte r Sered i receive d th e Vrb a Repor t i n mid-May , h e com -
mented t o hi s secretary , " I hav e prepare d th e outlin e o f a  draf t o f a 
Shepherds' Epistle , which I  shall discus s wit h th e bishops." 90 

And so , th e archbisho p sen t copie s o f th e epistl e t o th e bishop s o f 
Eger an d Kalocsa , a s wel l a s t o thos e o f Szekesfehervar , Csanad , an d 
Gyor.91 Th e onl y recipien t wh o reacte d t o i t i n a  substantia l an d fun -
damental manne r wa s Czapik , th e bisho p o f Kalocsa , wh o wa s secon d 
in th e hierarch y o f th e Roma n Catholi c churc h i n Hungary . Czapik' s 
letter t o Sered i provide s insigh t int o th e attitud e o f th e highest-rankin g 
church leaders toward th e mass murder o f Hungarian Jewry, and towar d 
its perpetrator s an d it s participants . Th e lette r provide s a  kin d o f ideo -
logical guidelin e t o th e Shepherds ' Epistl e o f th e Catholi c church , a s i t 
was late r worde d b y Seredi : 
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We must mention the deprivation of the rights of the Jews only in a general 
fashion. While it is true that everyone is aware of the horrors, and everyone 
knows what happens to them at thei r final station, it would no t be right 
to put this before the public in writing. We, at any rate, are not permitted 
to do so W e will be criticized, because the epistle presents the Jews only 
as persecuted being s who are suffering, withou t mentionin g the fact tha t 
many of the m sinned agains t Hungarian Christianit y whil e none of thei r 
community ever reprimanded them for this. 

We must avoid going into great detail on the question of the deprivation 
of Jewish rights—as I have already noted above. Such details would be the 
first source which coul d b e interpreted a s an admissio n o f th e facts . Le t 
the Synod of Bishops not do this! 

Those passages dealing with the deprivation of Jewish rights should be 
reworded, it being preferable fo r us to defend the natural laws of God and 
to stress our dissatisfaction wit h the violation of these laws. With al l due 
respect and appreciation, I  am opposed to the suggestion that we criticize 
the government publicly and that we break of f al l contact with them.9* 

Czapik's comment s ca n be summed u p in three sentences : the bishop s 
should not make public what is happening to the Jews; what is happening 
to th e Jew s a t th e presen t tim e i s nothin g bu t appropriat e punishmen t 
for thei r misdeed s i n the past; th e leaders o f the church shoul d maintai n 
correct relation s wit h th e government . 

The final  wordin g o f th e epistl e wa s don e b y Seredi . I t i s dated Jun e 
29, 1944 . Betwee n th e ide a o f preparin g suc h a n epistl e an d it s actua l 
writing, the Jews of Hungar y endure d si x fatefu l weeks , and b y the dat e 
the epistle was actually written th e vast majority o f the Jews had alread y 
been deporte d fro m th e town s an d th e provinces. 93 

The epistl e i s a n interestin g documen t an d worth y o f study . I n hi s 
introductory remark s the cardinal present s the virtues of the 2,000-year -
old churc h an d th e privilege s o f th e heir s an d follower s o f th e churc h 
fathers, th e bishops , wh o hav e alway s sprea d thei r protectio n ove r th e 
oppressed, an d eve n defende d slaves . The y hav e alway s supporte d th e 
poor an d assiste d thos e o f th e lowe r classes . Th e Hungaria n Syno d o f 
Bishops, durin g th e thousan d year s o f it s existence , ha s als o sprea d th e 
wings of its protection over the poor and simple who suffered persecution . 
After th e epistle elaborates o n the subject o f church generosity , i t reaches 
the middl e o f th e nineteent h century . Her e th e epistl e describe s th e sac -
rifice mad e b y th e churc h i n liberatin g th e vassals , despit e th e grea t 
damage this ac t caused. The cardinal told o f the generosity o f the churc h 
in th e ag e o f th e agraria n refor m an d o f it s contributio n i n thi s respect , 
and describe d th e church's struggle on behal f o f human dignity , freedo m 
of religion, the right  to possess property, and so on. All this is done whil e 

....
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quoting freel y fro m th e Bibl e an d mentionin g th e human e approac h 
adopted b y various popes . 

In dealin g wit h hi s ow n era , Sered i devote d a  length y passag e t o a 
condemnation o f th e Allie s fo r bombin g o f th e citie s o f Hungar y an d 
causing damag e t o peacefu l citizens . Eve n th e ide a sprea d b y th e Naz i 
propaganda machine about the evil Allies who parachuted booby-trappe d 
toys from thei r airplane s i n order t o strike a t innocent childre n foun d it s 
way int o th e epistle . 

At thi s poin t Sered i wen t o n t o mentio n deed s bein g carrie d ou t i n 
Hungary tha t wer e liabl e t o brin g dow n th e wrat h o f Go d upo n thei r 
perpetrators: "Thes e step s hav e reduce d an d eve n negate d th e natura l 
rights o f a  certai n sectio n o f ou r society , includin g eve n th e right s o f 
those who accep t th e holy fait h w e accept—al l becaus e o f thei r origin. " 

The first  hal f o f th e sentenc e quote d abov e wa s intende d t o impl y a 
defense o f th e Jews , bu t i n thi s centra l sentenc e th e wor d "Jew " doe s 
not appear , an d i t ma y b e reasonabl y assume d tha t thi s omissio n wa s 
deliberate. The fact that in the second half of the sentence Seredi mentions 
"those wh o accep t th e hol y fait h w e accept " shoul d prov e wh o i t wa s 
that th e churc h an d th e Shepherds ' Epistl e proposed t o defend . 

However, th e epistl e doe s indee d g o o n t o mentio n th e wor d "Jew" : 

We do no t den y tha t a  numbe r o f Jews exercise d a  wicked, destructiv e 
influence upon Hungarian economic, social, and moral life. It is also a fact 
that th e other s di d nothin g t o protes t agains t thei r coreligionist s i n thi s 
matter. We do not doubt that the Jewish question must be solved in a legal 
and jus t manner . An d so , we d o no t voic e an y oppositio n t o th e step s 
which have been taken against them until now in the economic field in the 
interests of the state. Similarly, we lodge no protest against the eradication 
of thei r undesirabl e influence . O n th e contrary , w e would lik e t o se e i t 
disappear. Nevertheless , w e would b e neglecting ou r mora l role s i n th e 
church, wer e w e not t o spea k u p agains t th e damag e t o justic e an d th e 
harm t o Hungaria n citizen s o f ou r ow n Catholi c faith , wh o ar e bein g 
harmed only because of their racial origin. 

For thi s purpose w e have tried , bot h orall y an d i n writing, to sprea d 
the wings of our protection ove r our neighbors, citizens of Hungary, and 
over those of our faith who have been harmed by the regulations recently 
made public . W e hav e requeste d tha t thes e regulation s b e cancele d o r 
amended A s we rely upon th e Christianity an d humanity o f our gov-
ernment ministers , we do not despair nor have we given up hope, despite 
the fact that our achievements to date have been few and inadequate. Thus, 
we have not made any declarations until now, though in the meantime we 
have taken al l possible steps to achieve our aim. 

Nevertheless, we now perceiv e i n amazemen t tha t despit e ou r effort s 
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and al l our discussions , our pressure on extremely important matter s has 
been almost fruitless. For this reason we are formally denying any respon-
sibility for the results. 

Seredi conclude s hi s epistle : "Pra y an d wor k fo r ou r friends , al l Hun -
garian citizenry, and especially for our Catholic brethren, for our Catholi c 
church, an d fo r ou r belove d Hungary." 94 

It shoul d b e note d tha t trace s o f Czapi k ar e distinctl y noticeabl e i n 
the final wordin g of the epistle. Seredi accepted his suggestions and wen t 
even further: no t only does the epistle not include any details of brutalit y 
toward th e Jews; it completely ignores this brutality. A general referenc e 
was th e onl y indicatio n o f certai n unpleasantnesse s th e Jew s ha d bee n 
encountering o f late . The terminolog y adopte d b y th e tw o mos t promi -
nent personage s o f th e Hungaria n Catholi c churc h i s fascinating . The y 
both used the legalistic term "deprivatio n o f rights" to mean, in practice, 
the murde r o f almos t hal f a  millio n people . In  accordanc e wit h Kapi' s 
counsel, Sered i wa s extremel y cautiou s i n choosin g hi s words , an d pre -
ferred t o writ e euphemistically . 

The question o f the purpose o f the epistle should b e examined i n ligh t 
of wha t i t include d an d wha t wa s omitte d fro m it . 

The document include s som e two thousand words . I t is very doubtfu l 
if the population, visiting the churches in the heat of a Hungarian summer , 
was capable o f followin g suc h a  drawn-out reading , of concentratin g o n 
its content, and of absorbing its significance, especially since it was written 
in a n archaic , medieva l style  tha t mad e i t al l th e mor e difficul t fo r it s 
audience t o concentrate . It s length y introductio n an d historica l revie w 
certainly led the listeners to wonder abou t it s relevance to the difficultie s 
of thei r dail y lives . 

With regar d t o it s content , a s soo n a s th e epistl e begin s t o discus s 
current affairs , it s languag e become s obscure , an d th e averag e listene r 
certainly had difficulty understandin g it s meaning. Only on a  single topic 
did th e epistl e us e clear , unambiguou s language—i n besmirchin g th e 
Jewish population , a  topi c t o b e discusse d below . 

Seredi refer s t o hi s discussion s wit h th e authoritie s i n hi s diplomatic , 
enigmatic style , saying , "Indee d w e registere d sporadi c successes. " In 
other words , Sered i terme d a  success  th e fac t tha t a s a  resul t o f hi s 
intervention elderl y converte d priest s woul d hencefort h b e permitted t o 
employ Christia n domestics , a s well a s the fac t tha t i n the futur e Jewis h 
converts woul d b e permitte d t o wea r a  whit e cros s o n thei r clothin g i n 
addition t o th e yello w six-pointe d star . Sered i modestl y describe s hi s 
successes a s "fe w an d inadequate, " ye t th e ver y us e o f th e ter m succes s 
in describing the events of those days is a clear sign of a lack of sensitivity . 
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As note d above , i n contras t wit h th e obscur e languag e employe d 
throughout mos t o f th e epistle , Seredi' s styl e become s clea r whe n h e 
speaks o f th e topi c tha t wa s th e rea l reaso n fo r th e document' s bein g 
written: th e Jewis h question . Yet , instea d o f defendin g them , Seredi' s 
clear styl e attack s an d condemn s th e Jews : "W e d o no t voic e an y op -
position t o th e step s whic h hav e bee n take n agains t the m unti l no w i n 
the economi c field."  Ever y Hungaria n wa s awar e o f th e natur e o f th e 
economic steps taken agains t th e Jews: expelling them fro m thei r home s 
in the presence of thei r Hungarian neighbors , throwing them ou t of thei r 
shops, removin g the m fro m thei r lands , an d robbin g thei r propert y i n 
broad daylight . Thes e were "th e economi c step s which hav e bee n take n 
until now"—th e step s t o whic h ther e wa s n o opposition . Thos e Hun -
garians wh o eye d Jewis h propert y greedil y no w enjoye d th e implici t 
support o f th e leade r o f thei r churc h i n their thinking : "W e d o no t den y 
that a  numbe r o f Jew s exercise d a  wicked , destructiv e influenc e upo n 
Hungarian economic , social , an d mora l life . I t i s als o a  fac t tha t th e 
others di d nothin g i n protes t agains t thei r coreligionist s i n thi s matter. " 
Seredi, together with Kapi , divided the Jewish population int o two parts , 
each par t bein g worth y o f punishment—on e becaus e i t behave d badly , 
the other because it did not protest. Seredi's approach in his epistle reflect s 
his consistency . Mor e tha n five  year s befor e th e traged y o f 1944 , whil e 
debating on the second anti-Jewis h bill , Seredi had declared , "Par t o f th e 
Jewish populatio n cast s doub t upo n thos e thing s sacre d t o Christians . 
They d o s o with th e acquiescenc e o f th e othe r Jews." 95 

A Catholi c listenin g t o th e cardina l saying , "w e lodg e n o protes t 
against th e eradicatio n o f thei r undesirabl e influence . O n th e contrary , 
we would lik e to se e i t disappear " coul d rightfull y deduc e tha t bot h hi s 
government an d th e head s o f hi s churc h believe d i t desirabl e tha t th e 
unwanted influenc e o f th e Jews disappear . I n facilitatin g th e disappear -
ance o f thei r influence , th e facilitator s mad e th e Jews themselve s disap -
pear. And even if there were some differences o f opinion betwee n churc h 
and stat e ove r th e technica l step s employe d b y thos e facilitatin g th e 
disappearance o f th e Jew s i n th e executio n o f thei r duties , ther e wa s 
complete agreement between the two sides with regard to the importanc e 
of th e disappearanc e itself . 

One way o r another , th e job was done , and Hungar y remaine d clean , 
purified o f those Jews with "th e wicked, destructive influence." The fore -
most churc h institution s justified , a t leas t a  posteriori , a  dee d fo r whic h 
the Hungaria n peopl e wer e read y a s a  resul t o f th e man y year s o f in -
citement provided by their leaders, including the leaders of their churches. 

What di d th e Shepherds ' Epistl e omit ? I t omitte d an y referenc e t o 
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accepted mora l standards ; i t omitte d an y cal l fo r a n examinatio n o f 
current event s an d contemporar y leader s o n th e basi s o f th e religiou s 
precept 'Tho u shal t no t kill. " 

On th e othe r hand , th e Shepherds ' Epistl e contain s th e declaratio n 
that th e Syno d o f Bishop s relied o n "th e Christianit y an d humanity " o f 
the governmen t ministers . In  Seredi' s considerations , hi s sens e o f obli -
gation t o collaborat e wit h th e authorities 96 wa s stronge r tha n hi s basi c 
human emotion , whic h woul d hav e oblige d hi m t o sav e th e innocen t 
from thei r murderers . 

The Protestan t churches , too , prepare d a  Shepherds ' Epistl e i n th e 
summer o f 1944 , and ther e is a strong resemblance betwee n thei r epistl e 
and tha t o f th e Roma n Catholi c church . 

The Protestant churche s suggested to Seredi on a  number o f occasion s 
that al l the Christian churche s adopt a  common stanc e in their talks with 
the government . I n orde r t o achiev e thi s cooperatio n betwee n them , 
Ravasz declare d tha t "fo r th e defens e o f th e interest s o f Christian s o f 
Jewish origin , h e i s willing to cooperat e wit h th e Catholi c church. " Th e 
Catholic pries t wh o hear d thi s declaratio n reporte d i t t o Seredi , bu t th e 
latter did not respond to this appeal, just as he refrained fro m respondin g 
to othe r appeals . When h e di d respond , hi s reactio n wa s negative. 97 

In light of Seredi's rejection, the bishops of the two Protestant churche s 
prepared a  Shepherds' Epistle to be read out in their churches. The epistle 
is date d "th e las t Sunda y o f th e mont h o f June, " tha t is , June 25 . I t i s 
to b e note d that , i n contras t wit h churc h document s prepare d i n th e 
summer of 1944 , this document was exceptional in that i t lacks the usua l 
emphasis that the appeal was being made on behalf of the Jewish convert s 
to Christianity . Nevertheless , th e epistl e does refe r t o th e memorandu m 
which th e nin e Protestan t bishop s ha d presente d t o th e governmen t a 
few day s earlier , i n which th e demand t o prefe r th e convert s wa s prom -
inent. The Shepherds ' Epistle strongly condemn s th e action take n b y th e 
government an d demand s unequivocall y tha t a n en d b e pu t t o th e de -
portations, th e torture , an d th e brutalit y accompanyin g them. 98 

Yet thi s epistle , too , lik e Seredi's , wa s compose d afte r considerabl e 
delay, afte r th e deportatio n o f mos t o f Hungaria n Jewr y outsid e o f Bu -
dapest. Lik e th e Catholics , th e Protestant s als o refraine d fro m publicl y 
depicting th e governmen t a s servin g a  foreig n powe r i n th e murderou s 
policy i t was following . 

The churc h leader s di d no t infor m th e governmen t o f thei r intentio n 
to appea l i n Shepherds ' Epistle s t o thei r faithful , bu t th e governmen t 
learned o f i t nevertheless. 99 Th e posta l syste m wa s instructe d t o dela y 
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the dispatch o f Seredi's epistles, but some of these were packed in parcels 
and s o reached thei r destinations . Despite the tone of the epistle—hostil e 
to th e Jews—th e governmen t feare d fo r som e reaso n th e possibilit y o f 
the epistle s bein g rea d ou t i n churche s throughou t th e country , an d ap -
pealed t o th e churc h leader s t o conside r cancelin g thei r reading . Th e 
government sen t Ministe r Istva n Anta l t o mee t wit h th e cardinal , wh o 
was stayin g a t hi s summer hom e i n Gerecse . The meetin g took plac e o n 
June 6 . Antal trie d t o persuade th e cardina l tha t n o goo d coul d com e of 
reading th e epistle , hintin g tha t th e readin g migh t hav e "undesirabl e 
consequences" bot h i n Hungary an d abroad . I  assume he was indicatin g 
the possibilit y o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y takin g powe r unde r Germa n 
auspices. 

Despite Antal' s point s no t bein g wel l reasoned , an d despit e th e fac t 
that hi s threats , unde r th e circumstance s a t th e tim e i n Budapest , wer e 
vain threats, Seredi hurriedly retreated and agreed in principle to postpone 
the dat e upo n whic h th e epistl e wa s t o b e rea d out , whil e postulatin g 
three conditions : first,  the prime ministe r would guarante e officiall y tha t 
the violations o f civi l right s would cease ; second, the convert s woul d b e 
exempted fro m al l th e decree s applyin g t o th e Jews—more specifically , 
they wer e no t t o b e expelle d fro m th e countr y i n th e future , an d th e 
prime ministe r woul d d o everythin g possibl e t o hav e thos e alread y de -
ported returned ; an d lastly , th e churc h authoritie s woul d b e entitle d t o 
inform thei r believer s tha t the y wer e negotiatin g wit h th e governmen t 
over th e Jewis h question , an d tha t som e succes s ha d alread y bee n 
achieved. 

Antal accepte d the first two conditions an d realize d i t would b e bette r 
if the cardina l an d prim e ministe r discusse d th e third conditio n betwee n 
them. O n th e followin g day , Jul y 7 , Sered i instructe d hi s bishop s an d 
priests b y telegram t o postpon e readin g ou t th e Shepherds ' Epistl e unti l 
further notice . 

The nex t day , o n Jul y 8 , th e prim e minister , accompanie d b y thre e 
members o f hi s government , visite d Sered i i n Gerecse . The cardinal , to -
gether with tw o archbishop s an d two bishops , received them. The prim e 
minister hande d th e cardina l a  documen t i n whic h h e referre d t o th e 
previous correspondenc e betwee n the m concernin g exemption s fo r th e 
converts from the anti-Jewish decrees. The prime minister was now happy 
to inform th e cardinal tha t certai n steps , which unti l then had bee n mer e 
thoughts, woul d no w b e pu t int o effec t o n behal f o f th e converts , t o 
lighten thei r burden . Th e prime ministe r summe d u p hi s position i n five 
points: 
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i . Th e governmen t ha d se t u p a  counci l t o protec t Christian s o f 
Jewish origin . Thi s counci l woul d functio n separatel y fro m th e 
Jewish Council . 

2. Th e governmen t ha d checke d int o th e complaint s o f brutalit y 
against th e Jews , an d foun d tha t i n mos t case s th e complaint s 
were groundless , whil e i n othe r case s the y wer e exaggerated . 
The governmen t ha d punishe d thos e responsibl e fo r thi s un -
seemly conduct , an d woul d preven t repetitio n o f suc h cases . 

3. Th e deportation of Budapest Jewry had, for the time being, been 
canceled. 

4. I f a t an y tim e i n th e futur e th e Jew s o f Budapes t woul d b e 
deported, th e Jews who had converte d t o Christianit y woul d b e 
permitted t o remai n i n Hungary . 

5. Th e relatives of priests—parents, brothers and sisters and, in the 
case of Protestan t priests , wives and children a s well—would b e 
exempted i n the future fro m th e requirement t o wear the yellow 
Star o f Davi d an d fro m al l the othe r decree s accompanyin g th e 
wearing o f thi s emblem. 100 

The governmen t seem s t o hav e understoo d jus t wha t th e churche s 
expected o f it . Three o f th e points concer n advantage s t o b e awarded t o 
the converts , whil e th e tw o remainin g point s concer n th e Jews an d th e 
converts equally . I n retur n fo r th e prim e minister' s promises , Sered i 
agreed t o refrai n fro m readin g th e Shepherds ' Epistl e i n th e churches . 

A study o f thi s agreement reveal s a n interesting situation . The secon d 
point wa s nothin g bu t a  lie , and wa s recognize d a s suc h b y bot h sides , 
each o f who m wa s awar e o f th e fac t tha t th e othe r realize d tha t suc h 
was th e case . 

As for th e third point , the government simpl y deceived the church. As 
we shall see, the government had decided on the day before the premier' s 
meeting wit h th e churc h leader s t o sto p th e deportatio n o f th e Jews . 
There wa s n o connectio n betwee n thi s decisio n an d th e content s o f th e 
epistle. I n othe r words , depictin g th e cessatio n o f th e deportatio n o f 
Budapest Jewry a s a  response t o the cardina l refrainin g fro m havin g th e 
Shepherds' Epistl e rea d ou t i n churc h wa s onl y a  pretense . 

That sam e poin t shoul d b e read i n ligh t o f th e conditio n writte n int o 
the followin g point , tha t i f th e deportation s wer e renewed , i t woul d b e 
the Jews of Budapest who were to be deported, while the converts woul d 
remain i n the city. The church leader s accepted thi s point, which meant , 
essentially, Jewish bloo d i n return fo r savin g the convert s an d refrainin g 
from readin g th e epistle . I t shoul d b e noted tha t th e prim e ministe r me t 
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with Sered i i n Gerecs e a  mer e tw o day s afte r h e me t wit h th e nunci o i n 
Budapest.101 Th e impressio n h e receive d fro m th e papa l representativ e 
was stil l fres h i n hi s mind , an d h e surel y deduce d tha t th e ide a tha t 
conceding th e safet y o f th e convert s woul d rende r i t easie r t o dea l wit h 
the Jew s woul d b e acceptabl e t o th e cardina l a s well . Sered i an d hi s 
colleagues di d no t disappoin t him . 

From a  practica l poin t o f view , th e partie s conclude d tha t o n th e 
evening of July 8  and th e mornin g o f July 9  an announcemen t woul d b e 
made o n th e stat e radi o i n th e followin g wording : "Cardina l Justinia n 
Seredi, Princ e Primat e o f Hungary , wishe s t o infor m al l paris h priest s 
that th e genera l pastora l lette r entitle d 'Successor s o f th e Apostles ' an d 
dated Jun e 2 9 i s intende d fo r th e informatio n o f th e clerg y only . Thi s 
being th e case , the lette r i s no t t o b e rea d ou t t o th e congregations." TOi 

Instead o f the Shepherds ' Epistle , on Sunday , July 16 , the priests were 
to rea d fro m th e pulpit s a n announcemen t agree d upo n b y Sered i an d 
the prim e minister : 

Cardinal Justinian Seredi , Prince Primate of Hungary, in his own name as 
well a s the name of thei r Excellencies , the Hungarian Syno d o f Bishops , 
informs the Catholic congregations that he has repeatedly intervened with 
the Royal Hungarian Governmen t on behalf o f the Jews, especially those 
who hav e bee n baptized , an d i s continuin g hi s negotiation s i n thi s 
direction.103 

The fate o f the Protestant pastora l lette r was very similar an d perhap s 
identical wit h tha t o f th e Catholics . Th e governmen t minister , Istva n 
Antal, visite d Bisho p Ravas z o n Jul y n , tol d hi m o f th e arrangemen t 
reached betwee n th e governmen t an d Seredi , an d propose d wordin g a 
similar arrangemen t wit h th e Protestan t churches . I t was agree d tha t o n 
July 16 the priests of the Protestant churches would read out the followin g 
announcement i n thei r churches : "Th e leader s o f bot h Protestan t 
churches hav e repeatedl y intervene d wit h th e competen t Governmen t 
authorities regardin g th e Jewis h questio n an d especiall y wit h referenc e 
to th e baptize d Jews . Their endeavor s i n thi s respec t ar e continuing." 104 

In this way the pastoral lette r affai r cam e to its inglorious end. Durin g 
the period under discussion the ovens of Auschwitz functioned mor e than 
at an y previou s o r subsequen t time . 

It i s interestin g t o follo w th e government' s energeti c actio n take n t o 
prevent th e Shepherds ' Epistl e fro m bein g rea d ou t i n public . I t i s sur -
prising tha t leadin g governmen t figures  attribute d s o muc h importanc e 
to these letters , that the y too k par t i n pressuring th e church leaders , an d 
made use of various devices to have the letters shelved. Had they reache d 
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their destinations , i t i s doubtfu l i f the y woul d hav e attracte d muc h at -
tention, an d i t i s almos t certai n tha t n o activit y whateve r woul d hav e 
resulted fro m them . 

The governmen t feare d th e epistle s becaus e i t ascribe d t o th e 
churches—rightfully—considerable influenc e ove r thei r believers . Th e 
government's erro r wa s i n ascribin g t o th e churc h leader s th e desir e t o 
use their influence on behalf of the Jews. It is not difficult toda y to imagine 
what th e churche s coul d hav e achieve d ha d the y pu t int o effec t th e po -
tential o f thei r abilit y t o influenc e th e people . 

In othe r words , preparin g th e epistle s too k betwee n a  mont h an d a 
month an d a  half , wherea s shelvin g the m wa s a  fa r mor e rapi d proces s 
and too k plac e even before th e letters themselves had bee n made public . 
One possibl e explanatio n fo r thi s i s tha t th e preparatio n o f th e epistle s 
was intende d onl y t o cal m th e conscience s o f thei r writers , thos e wh o 
had bee n abl e to help and t o save Jews but had refraine d fro m s o doing . 
When they encountered the first obstacle in the path of making the epistles 
public, thei r writer s desiste d fro m th e res t o f thei r initiative , an d th e 
subject o f pastora l letter s ende d i n roarin g silence . 

It was roarin g silenc e i n mor e tha n on e sense : when th e priest s wer e 
about t o pu t int o effec t wha t littl e wa s lef t o f th e Shepherds ' Epistles , 
and prepare d t o rea d th e cardinal' s announcement , th e loudspeaker s i n 
the churche s suddenl y wen t silent—wit h Seredi' s approval. 105 

Yet the silence  i n th e churche s wa s no t absolute . When th e Jews ha d 
been expelled from the town of Veszprem, and the city was then Judenrein 
(cleansed of Jews), the residents of the town were invited to a thanksgiving 
ceremony i n th e Francisca n church . Th e announcement s tha t appeare d 
throughout th e tow n read , 

With th e hel p o f Divin e Providenc e ou r ancien t cit y an d provinc e hav e 
been liberated from tha t Judaism which sullied our nation. In our thousand -
year nationa l history , thi s i s no t th e first  tim e w e hav e bee n free d fro m 
some scourg e whic h ha d befalle n us . However , n o previou s even t ca n 
compare i n it s importance wit h thi s event , fo r n o previous fo e threatenin g 
us, whethe r b y forc e o r b y a  politica l takeover , ha d eve r succeede d i n 
overcoming u s t o th e exten t tha t th e Jews ha d succeeded , wit h th e ai d o f 
their poisoned root s which penetrate d ou r nationa l bod y an d too k hol d o f 
it. W e ar e followin g i n th e footstep s o f ou r father s i n comin g t o expres s 
our thank s t o ou r Go d wh o save s u s wheneve r w e ar e i n distress . Com e 
and gathe r fo r th e thanksgivin g servic e whic h wil l tak e plac e o n Jun e 2 5 
at 11:3 0 A.M . a t th e Francisca n Church . 

The loca l branc h offic e o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y signe d th e flier s an d 
distributed them. r o 6 
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The Germa n ambassador , Veesenmayer , reporte d th e thanksgivin g 
prayer servic e a t th e Francisca n churc h t o hi s superior s i n Berlin : "Th e 
arrangements fo r organizin g th e servic e wer e agree d upo n b y th e lead -
er o f th e Arrow-Cros s part y i n Veszprem , Dr . Feren c Schiberna , an d 
the local Franciscan priest , without the involvement o f the Catholic bish -
op. Whe n th e bisho p hear d o f th e planne d thanksgivin g ceremony , h e 
expressed hi s oppositio n becaus e 'thos e deporte d include d som e 
converts.' " 

As a  result , Dr . Schibern a discusse d th e matte r wit h th e bishop , wh o 
then agree d t o hol d th e thanksgivin g prayer s o n conditio n tha t th e T e 
Deum praye r no t b e recited an d tha t th e Arrow-Cross part y me n woul d 
not appea r a t the ceremony i n uniform. "Th e Arrow-Cros s me n rejecte d 
these conditions , and th e service was held befor e a n overflowing church . 
The Arrow-Cros s me n appeare d a t th e ceremon y i n thei r uniforms." 107 

In othe r words , othe r voice s replace d th e pastora l letters . 

A Quarter  of  a  Million  Budapest  Jews —Trapped 

The deportation o f Hungaria n Jewry was an operation unprecedente d i n 
its efficiency , i n it s brutality , an d i n the lac k o f an y human e reactio n o n 
the part of any sector of the Hungarian population . It s uniqueness stand s 
out eve n mor e clearl y whe n on e take s int o consideratio n th e fac t tha t i t 
took plac e during tha t stag e o f World Wa r I I when th e war ha d alread y 
entered its decisive phase, and the oppressive regimes in various Europea n 
lands wer e drawin g rapidl y t o thei r collapse . I t i s thu s simpl e t o com -
prehend th e expressions o f anger and condemnation voice d by statesme n 
and leader s i n th e fre e worl d regardin g th e leader s o f th e Hungaria n 
regime. They eve n threatened th e latte r wit h reprisal s fo r thei r deeds . At 
the government sessio n held on July 5 , 1944, the deputy foreig n ministe r 
spoke o f th e heav y pressure s bein g brough t t o bea r o n him : "Th e rep -
resentatives o f th e neutra l state s i n Budapes t ar e protestin g t o m e un -
ceasingly o n thi s subject. " H e eve n mentione d th e deman d voice d b y 
public opinion in the Anglo-Saxon countrie s "to apply sanctions to Hun -
gary; on e of th e suggestions mad e was to bom b Budapes t an d obliterat e 
the governmen t buildings." 108 

In addition , th e militar y situatio n o f th e Axi s powers , whic h wa s 
deteriorating rapidl y on al l fronts, compelle d th e Hungarian governmen t 
to devote some thought to its future actions . On June 19—2 0 the Japanese 
navy had suffere d a  defeat nea r th e Mariana Islands . The Russian s wer e 
sweeping ahea d rapidl y o n al l fronts . An d i n th e west , th e allie s ha d 
liberated Cherbour g o n June 26. 109 
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The ne w situatio n encourage d Horth y t o reconside r th e passiv e ap -
proach he had adopted ever since the German invasion. He invited himself 
to the June 26 government session, which convened as the Crown Counci l 
and discusse d th e matter s o n it s agend a wit h Horth y i n th e chair . H e 
told o f th e pressur e bein g applie d t o hi m fro m variou s directions , an d 
claimed tha t publi c opinio n ascribe d t o Endr e an d Bak y th e brutalitie s 
carried ou t agains t th e Jews. Therefore h e demande d the y b e dismisse d 
from thei r positions. With regard to the deportation o f the Jews, his tone 
was les s decisive : 

I would lik e the deportation o f th e Jews to be stopped. The deportatio n 
is merely a cruel solution and does not coincide with the Hungarian char -
acter. Yet if the government feels that the Germans demand the deportation 
to continue and are unwilling to give in, and we are under obligation o n 
this matter, then I  will not permit the Hungarian gendarmes to engage in 
the deportation process . In this case, the Germans themselves will have to 
carry out their plan, using the troops they have here.110 

Horthy's deman d t o pu t a n en d t o th e deportation , whic h wa s no t 
sufficiently decisive , did no t lead to that result ; the deportations wen t o n 
in accordance with the original plan unti l the last Jew had bee n expelle d 
from th e cities , th e towns , an d th e villages , includin g eve n th e suburb s 
of greate r Budapest . 

The seed s o f doub t had , a s we hav e noted , alread y bee n sow n i n th e 
hearts o f the ministers , but nevertheles s the deportations wen t on . Ther e 
was nee d fo r a  dramati c shoc k t o stu n th e member s o f th e governmen t 
so tha t the y woul d resolv e t o pu t a n en d t o th e deportations . Suc h a n 
occurrence derive d fro m a  telegram sen t b y Veesenmayer t o Ribbentro p 
on July 6 , in which Veesenmayer tell s of hi s meeting with Sztojay , whic h 
had take n plac e tw o day s before , a t whic h Sztoja y ha d rea d ou t t o hi m 

in absolut e secrec y thre e telegram s deciphere d b y Hungaria n counterin -
telligence. The telegrams had been dispatched from Bern , Switzerland, by 
the Ambassadors of England an d America, and they contained a  detailed 
description of the fate of the Jews deported from Hungary The y there-
fore propos e t o bom b an d t o destro y th e final train station s reache d b y 
the deporte d Jews . Furthermore , the y propos e t o bom b th e trai n track s 
linking Hungary with these stations. The telegram also contains a proposal 
to carr y ou t spot-bombin g o f al l Hungarian an d Germa n center s i n Bu-
dapest an d o f al l agencie s collaborating wit h them , an d mark s precisel y 
the street s an d buildin g number s wher e thes e center s an d agencie s ar e 
located. Another telegra m containe d a  list of th e names of sevent y Hun -
garians an d German s describe d a s th e mai n partie s responsibl e fo r th e 
deportations. 

....
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Sztojay attempte d t o mak e an impressio n upo n me , and s o explained 
to me that this threat does not frighten him , for in case we are victorious, 
the threa t wil l then b e meaningless, whereas i n the opposite case his life 
will a t an y rat e b e forfeit . Nevertheless , i t wa s possibl e t o se e tha t th e 
telegrams had a  very strong effect upo n him . He even mentioned th e tel-
egrams a t th e government sessio n and—a s I  have since heard—they ha d 
an appropriate effect ther e as well.'11 

On th e followin g da y Sztoja y informe d Veesenmaye r o f th e govern -
ment's decisio n to stop the deportations.112 The Jews of Budapest , abou t 
a quarte r o f a  millio n persons , remaine d i n Hungar y a t tha t time . Thi s 
Jewish populatio n kne w nothin g o f th e governmen t decision . O n th e 
contrary, everythin g pointe d t o thei r havin g t o follo w th e sam e pat h 
taken earlie r b y thei r brethre n fro m outsid e Budapest . 

During th e mont h o f Apri l a  rumo r ha d sprea d throug h Budapest , 
according t o whic h th e Jew s o f th e capita l wer e t o b e collecte d u p i n 
ghettos, jus t a s th e othe r Jew s o f Hungar y ha d bee n gathere d befor e 
them. In light of these rumors, Radio BBC announced fro m Londo n tha t 
if this did take place, England would alter its policy of bombing Budapest . 
Until suc h tim e onl y industria l site s an d othe r target s o f importanc e t o 
the Axi s powers ' wa r effor t woul d b e bombed . Bu t i f th e Jew s wer e 
evacuated fro m th e variou s section s o f th e capital , eve n th e residentia l 
quarters i n th e evacuate d area s woul d b e included amon g th e target s o f 
the Britis h ai r force . Th e Hungaria n office r i n charg e o f anti-aircraf t 
defenses protested , fo r th e sam e reason , agains t th e intention o f concen -
trating th e Jews i n a  ghett o i n Budapest . 

In ligh t o f th e ne w situation , Endr e develope d a  ne w syste m o f gath -
ering th e Jews u p withou t concentratin g the m i n a  ghetto . O n Jun e 15 , 
the mayo r o f Budapes t promulgate d a  decre e requirin g al l th e Jew s o f 
Budapest t o mov e int o certai n buildings , th e name s o f whic h appeare d 
in th e lis t attache d t o th e decree . Thes e building s wer e marke d wit h a 
large yello w Sta r o f Davi d nea r thei r entrance , an d wer e terme d fro m 
then on "Jewis h buildings. " Before th e decree was made public, the Jews 
of Budapest had lived in 21,250 apartments. The list of buildings intended 
to become "Jewis h buildings " included n o more than 2,68 1 apartments , 
slightly ove r 1 2 percen t o f th e numbe r o f apartment s hel d b y Jews pre -
viously. The quarte r o f a  million Jews were t o carr y ou t thei r mov e int o 
this reduced area within eight days, and the entire operation was to come 
to a n en d b y 8:0 0 i n th e evenin g o f June 2 1 . "3 

The move caused the Jewish population grea t suffering. Findin g living 
space i n the Jewish building s was a n almos t impossibl e task , despit e th e 
efforts mad e b y th e Jewish leadershi p t o assis t an d t o guid e thos e wh o 
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had bee n evicte d fro m thei r homes . Wago n an d truc k driver s too k ad -
vantage o f th e opportunit y the y wer e offere d an d raise d th e pric e o f 
transporting thos e fe w belonging s tha t th e Jews wer e permitte d t o tak e 
with them. 114 

Hardly ha d th e evicte d person s manage d t o plac e thei r belonging s i n 
their ne w livin g quarter s whe n a  ne w decre e descende d upo n them : th e 
curfew decree . This was made public by the chie f o f th e Budapest polic e 
on June 23 , and went into effect tha t very day. In general, people wearing 
the yellow Star of David were forbidden to be outside their living quarters. 
Exceptions to this rule were those who had to leave their homes for vita l 
purposes suc h a s medica l attentio n an d shopping . Thes e sallie s wer e 
limited t o th e thre e hour s betwee n 2:0 0 P.M . an d 5:0 0 P.M. , an d th e 
quarter o f a  millio n Budapes t Jew s wer e imprisone d i n thei r home s fo r 
twenty-one hour s a  day . Tha t decre e als o forbad e th e Jew s t o accep t 
visitors t o thei r home s o r t o hol d conversation s throug h window s tha t 
opened ont o th e street . 

In every Jewish buildin g the owner o r janitor wa s required t o prepar e 
in triplicat e a  lis t o f al l th e Jew s i n th e building , i n whic h apartment s 
they lived , thei r sex , and thei r age . The janito r wa s to hang on e copy o f 
this a t th e entranc e t o th e buildin g o r i n som e othe r suitabl e place . H e 
was t o kee p tw o copies , to b e show n t o th e authoritie s o r hande d ove r 
to the m wheneve r thi s wa s required . Th e Jew s wer e forbidde n t o visi t 
the home s o f Christians , publi c parks , o r esplanades . The y wer e als o 
forbidden t o trave l i n the city trolley cars , except fo r th e las t carriage. 115 

These and man y additiona l decree s aroused the Jews' fear o f what th e 
future migh t hol d i n stor e fo r them , fo r the y viewe d thes e decree s a s a 
preliminary stage of their deportation. The Germans did not accept grace-
fully th e idea that the quarter of a  million Jews of Budapest might escap e 
them, man y o f thes e Jews bein g educate d an d cultured , other s stil l con -
sidered wealth y despit e havin g los t thei r possession s a s a  resul t o f th e 
regulations. Th e German s foun d faithfu l allies  amon g th e governmen t 
ministers an d th e high-rankin g official s i n Hungary . Th e Jaross-Imredi -
Baky-Endre grou p agree d wit h th e Germans , an d di d whateve r i t coul d 
to thwar t th e governmen t decisio n an d carr y o n wit h th e deportations . 
Jaross tol d Germa n Ambassado r Veesenmaye r o n Jul y 9  tha t "despit e 
the regent' s stand , h e was prepared t o g o on wit h th e de-Judificatio n o f 
Budapest, eve n i f h e had t o d o s o indirectly." 116 

Interior Minister Jaross did not conceal his opinion from hi s colleagues 
in the government , an d a t their meetin g of Augus t 2  he made a  proposa l 
both practica l an d indirect , whic h woul d facilitat e th e continue d depor -
tation o f th e Jews: 



1 9 4 4 219 

There are at present in Budapest approximately 280,00 0 Jews Th e num-
ber o f convert s t o Christianit y i n Budapes t ma y b e estimate d a t 20,000 . 
The ide a h e propose d wa s tha t b y givin g i n o n th e questio n o f deportin g 
the converts , i t might be easier to expel the Jews Th e technique of suc h 
an expulsio n woul d b e a s follows : th e Jewish candidate s fo r deportatio n 
would b e transferred fro m Budapes t t o camp s locate d outsid e th e capital , 
from wher e the y woul d b e deported Th e prim e ministe r view s th e sit -
uation a s follows: i n another wee k o r two the deportation o f the Jews wil l 
be resumed. In his opinion, i t simply will not do to leave so large a numbe r 
of Jews i n Budapest. 117 

Jaross kne w tha t h e ha d nothin g muc h t o fea r fro m Horthy ' s pro -
Jewish feelings , fo r a t th e ver y sam e sessio n o f th e Crow n Counci l i n 
which h e expresse d hi s oppositio n t o th e deportatio n o f th e Jews , h e 
expressed anothe r elemen t a s well . Ove r an d abov e Horthy ' s takin g pit y 
on th e Jews , h e wa s perturbe d tha t event s wer e takin g plac e i n Hungar y 
without hi s knowledg e an d perhap s eve n agains t hi s will . Hor th y ha d 
been brough t u p o n th e concept s o f th e Austro-Hungaria n monarchy . 
Before Worl d Wa r I  h e ha d serve d fo r year s a s th e militar y aid e t o th e 
old emperor , Franz-Josef , an d believe d tha t al l thos e subordinat e t o th e 
head o f th e hierarch y owe d hi m absolut e allegiance . Horth y believe d tha t 
he wa s th e on e t o mak e decision s i n hi s kingdom . Reality , however , wa s 
stronger tha n hi s beliefs . I n th e sprin g an d summe r o f 194 4 event s too k 
place without hi s knowledge o r consent . Hor th y expresse d hi s annoyanc e 
in a  conversation tha t h e hel d o n July 4  wit h Veesenmayer , wh o reporte d 
on hi s tal k wit h Ribbentrop : 

Two evening s ag o I  ha d a  length y two-hou r tal k wit h th e regent , a t hi s 
request. H e bega n b y sayin g tha t h e requeste d o f th e Fuehre r t o begi n 
urgently removing the Gestapo from Hungary in order to restore Hungarian 
sovereignty, a s h e ha d indee d bee n promised . H e i s i n a  ver y difficul t 
situation. H e feel s he is merely a  pawn i n the hands o f others , and tha t h e 
is not i n contro l o f wha t take s plac e i n hi s ow n country. 118 

For th e restoratio n o f Hungaria n sovereignt y Horth y wa s prepare d t o 
pay a  suitabl e price , an d som e tim e thereafte r di d no t hesitat e t o propos e 
an exchange : th e deportatio n o f th e Jew s i n retur n fo r th e withdrawa l 
of certai n Germa n units . Th e protoco l o f th e Augus t 1 0 governmen t 
session reads : 

After obtainin g th e consen t o f Hi s Excellenc y th e Regent , th e Roya l Hun -
garian Governmen t i s prepared t o declar e tha t i n orde r t o bolste r u p th e 
economic wa r effort , i t wil l plac e a t th e disposa l o f th e Germa n Reich , 
from Augus t 28 , 1944 , a ^ thos e Jews : [a ] servin g i n th e labo r battalion s 
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and whose families are already in Germany (some 50,000—60,000 persons); 
[b] with a  criminal recor d o r thos e who ar e dangerous t o th e public 
In return, the Hungarian government requests permission to carry on with 
the solution to the Jewish problem. Therefore, i t would appreciate i t if — 
for the sake of friendly German-Hungarian relations—the German security 
police, and especially the unit commanded by Obersturmbahnfuehrer Adolf 
Eichmann, be returned to Germany. 119 

Horthy wa s les s perturbed b y hi s anxiet y fo r th e welfar e o f th e Jew s 
than h e was bus y searchin g fo r a n efficien t wa y t o b e suitabl y ri d o f hi s 
uninvited guests , the Germans. What he had to say at the Crown Counci l 
session expresse d hi s fears fo r hi s status an d authorit y bein g reduced , a s 
well a s hi s anxiet y fo r Hungary' s goo d nam e i n th e internationa l com -
munity. Hi s negativ e attitud e towar d th e Jews ha d no t changed . In  th e 
summer o f 194 4 h e spoke abou t th e Jewish questio n wit h hi s confidant , 
Baky, wh o ha d serve d unde r hi s comman d i n th e day s o f th e Whit e 
Terror,120 an d sai d t o him , 

Baky, you ar e one of m y old Szeged officers No w th e Germans wan t 
to deport the Jews. I don't mind. I hate the Jews and the Communists. Out 
with them, out of the country! But you must see, Baky, that there are some 
good Hungaria n Jew s too, like littl e Chori n an d Vida [wealth y industri -
alists, converted Jews. Chorin was the chairman of the National Union of 
Factory Owner s i n Hungary betwee n 193 3 an d 1941] . Aren't they good 
Hungarians? I  can't le t them go , can I ? But take the rest , the sooner th e 
better!1*1 

One of the researchers of the period describes Horthy a s a person wh o 
"had . . . Christia n humanisti c values." I2Z As a matter of interest it should 
be noted tha t eve n Hitle r note d th e Christianit y o f Admira l Horth y an d 
his wife. Horthy tell s in his memoirs o f the friendly attentio n Hitle r pai d 
him and his wife, noting that on the occasion of one of his visits to Berlin 
their polite host made sure that there was a  crucifix i n the room assigne d 
to Mrs . Horthy , wh o wa s a  Catholic. 123 

It i s t o b e note d tha t th e Vrb a Repor t reache d Horth y a t th e en d o f 
May o r a t th e beginnin g o f Jun e 1944 , an d thu s i t i s clea r tha t h e wa s 
aware o f th e fat e awaitin g thos e whos e "remova l fro m th e country " h e 
recommended s o convincingly. 124 

Thus, Jaros s an d hi s colleague s wh o strov e t o continu e th e deporta -
tions even after th e government had resolved to end them knew on who m 
and what to rely. It is no less significant t o stress that Jaross, like Horthy , 
distinguished betwee n Jew s an d convert s a s candidate s fo r deportation . 
This is evident from Horthy' s consent to the arrangement the governmen t 
proposed i n it s Augus t 1 0 session a s wel l a s fro m hi s conversatio n wit h 

....
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Baky. I t ha s alread y bee n show n tha t thi s distinctio n wa s paramoun t i n 
the government's discussion s with th e leaders of the churches. I t remain s 
to b e shown tha t th e entire government mad e thi s distinction whe n con -
sidering th e Jewish problem . 

The impressio n reache d fro m statement s mad e b y various personage s 
is tha t th e governmen t resolutio n o f earl y Jul y t o pu t a n en d t o th e 
deportations wa s neither absolut e no r final.  I n mid-July, Himmler' s con -
fidant, Hottl , spok e wit h on e o f th e leader s o f th e Arrow-Cros s party , 
Vajna (wh o filled  the pos t o f interio r ministe r i n the Szalas i governmen t 
after Octobe r 15) , and quote d on e o f Himmler' s remark s t o him : "Th e 
solution o f th e Jewish proble m i s not merel y a  Hungaria n problem , bu t 
rather a  pan-Europea n one . An d i f th e Fuehre r decide d tha t th e Jew s 
must b e removed fro m Hungar y h e will  no t stan d b y idly doing nothin g 
in ligh t o f wha t i s now goin g o n i n Hungary . Thes e step s g o agains t hi s 
will."115 

On July 18 , the Hungaria n governmen t sen t a n informativ e dispatc h 
to th e foreig n delegation s i n Budapes t i n whic h i t stated , 

The following alleviation s in the treatment of Jews were approved: 1 ) No 
more converted Jews will be sent abroad Al l Jews baptized before Au-
gust 1 , 1944 , will remain i n the country bu t wil l be separated fro m non -
Jews Thes e rule s wil l no t onl y appl y t o th e converte d Jew s livin g in 
Budapest, bu t als o to those in the provinces. Ii6 A  revision i s promised in 
respect of the converted Jews already sent to Germany for labor purposes. 
. . . The deportation of Jews for labor purposes will take place in the futur e 
only with particula r regar d t o the laws of humanity . The Red Cross will 
be granted the right to carry out inspections. Ii? 

This dispatc h reflect s th e government' s consen t t o th e demand s mad e 
by th e churc h leader s t o giv e th e Jewish convert s preferentia l treatmen t 
in compariso n wit h tha t give n th e Jews. I t woul d see m t o indicat e tha t 
the deportatio n o f Jews migh t onc e agai n becom e feasibl e i n th e future . 

In a  telegra m sen t b y th e Germa n foreig n offic e o n July 27 , 1944 , t o 
the Germa n embass y i n Budapest , th e foreig n offic e urge s th e embass y 
to infor m i t o f th e dat e se t fo r th e deportatio n o f th e Jews o f Budapest . 
Ambassador Veesenmayer' s reply , sen t tw o day s later , indicate s tha t h e 
had alread y acte d o n hi s ow n initiative : 

In the conversation I had with Sztojay three days ago, I urged him to begin 
immediately an d with n o delays to expel the Jews in the direction o f the 
Reich Sztoja y mentione d tha t he was in a  government crisi s which he 
desired to resolve speedily, after which he would request the government's 
consent to renew action agains t the Jews. He expressed hi s hope that the 
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separation o f those whom he called Christian Jews—those who had con-
verted prio r t o January i , 1941—woul d b e complete d i n a  fe w days . I 
replied to him... that first of all and without any delay fifty thousand Jews 
should b e expelled t o camp s outsid e th e capita l city , i n orde r t o depor t 
them at a later date to the Reich.1*8 

Indeed, in his telegram dated August 14,1944 , Veesenmayer informe d 
the foreig n offic e i n Berli n tha t th e Hungaria n interio r ministe r ha d in -
formed Eichman n of the government's resolution to propose to the regent 
that th e deportatio n o f Budapes t Jewr y begi n o n Augus t 25 . "Al l th e 
technical preparation s fo r th e actio n agains t Budapes t Jew s hav e bee n 
made."1*9 

The intentio n t o rene w th e deportatio n wa s floating  i n th e air . No t 
only the Jews were worried abou t this ; the representatives o f th e neutra l 
countries i n Budapes t viewe d i t a s ver y possibl e tha t th e deportation s 
were to be renewed. The Apostolic Nuncio an d the Swedish ambassado r 
thus visite d Deput y Prim e Ministe r Remny-Sznele r o n Augus t 2 1 an d 
handed hi m a  memorandu m i n thei r nam e an d i n th e nam e o f thei r 
diplomatic colleagues , th e representative s o f Portugal , Switzerland , an d 
Spain: 

The envoy s o f th e neutra l state s represente d i n Budapes t hav e bee n ac -
quainted with th e fact tha t the deportation o f the Jews still remaining in 
the capita l i s about t o take place . They al l know wha t thi s means , even 
though i t has been described as "labor service." 

It is the human dut y of the representatives o f the neutral countrie s t o 
protest agains t thes e actions Th e representative s o f th e neutra l coun -
triess herewit h reques t th e Hungaria n governmen t t o forbi d thes e 
cruelties.130 

Since experienced diplomat s sense d th e impendin g deportations , i t i s 
not surprisin g tha t th e Jews , imprisone d i n thei r home s an d nourishe d 
by rumor, viewed the restrictions imposed upo n the m a s the preliminar y 
steps leadin g t o deportation . An d i f the y stil l ha d a  spar k o f hope , th e 
new prim e ministe r o f Hungar y smashe d thei r illusions . 

On August 23 , Rumania execute d a  180-degree reversal by requestin g 
and obtainin g a  ceasefir e wit h th e Sovie t Union . Rumani a brok e of f 
relations with German y an d turned he r armaments agains t the Germans , 
on th e sid e o f th e Re d Army . Thi s dramati c shif t tha t too k plac e i n 
Hungary's easter n neighbo r force d Hungar y t o act , and , o n Augus t 29 , 
Horthy appointe d Genera l Lakatos a s prime minister i n place of Sztojay , 
and entruste d hi m wit h thre e assignments : t o restor e Hungaria n sover -
eignty to whatever degre e possible, considering th e German presence ; t o 
put a n immediat e en d t o al l persecution o f th e Jews; an d t o prepare fo r 

....
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Hungary a n armistic e agreemen t t o b e put int o effec t a t th e appropriat e 
time. 

The firs t an d thir d assignment s d o no t fal l withi n th e scop e o f th e 
present work . As for th e second, Lakatos reached a n agreemen t wit h th e 
Germans whereb y th e Jew s o f Budapes t wer e t o b e remove d fro m th e 
capital, an d gathere d togethe r i n concentratio n camp s outsid e th e city , 
where they would have to work fo r thei r livelihood. The Jews, of course , 
were no t informe d o f thi s arrangement . O n th e contrary , the Jews hear d 
that i n a  speec h delivere d o n th e radio , Lakato s h" d sai d tha t h e kne w 
that th e tas k o f removin g al l th e dangerou s element s livin g amon g th e 
Hungarians—members o f a  foreig n rac e althoug h the y spok e Hungar -
ian—had no t bee n completed , an d tha t the y stil l endangere d publi c lif e 
and especially Hungary's righteous struggle. He calmed the public, saying 
that ther e wa s a  desir e t o guarante e i n ever y wa y th e spiritua l an d eco -
nomic supremac y o f thos e o f th e Hungaria n race , an d tha t thi s woul d 
be carried out in accordance with noble Hungarian thought , in a humane 
fashion an d in accordance with the obligations in the agreements reache d 
and i n ligh t o f th e demand s mad e b y th e loft y goal s befor e them. 131 

Except, perhaps , fo r th e las t sentence , whic h coul d b e interprete d i n 
mutually contradictor y ways , th e res t o f wha t Lakato s ha d t o sa y wa s 
merely a  litera l repetitio n o f wha t Hungaria n Jewr y ha d becom e accus -
tomed t o hearing through th e long years of thei r persecution . I f the Jews 
had base d an y hope s o n th e appointmen t o f Lakato s a s prime minister , 
this speec h dashe d the m completely . Th e mos t the y coul d expec t wa s 
that whe n thei r remova l a s dangerou s element s wa s carrie d out , the y 
would b e treate d i n accordanc e wit h wha t h e ha d define d a s "nobl e 
Hungarian thought," and so forth, the meaning of which they had become 
familiar wit h ove r a  perio d o f years . With regar d t o thei r dail y life , th e 
personnel change s i n the governmen t le d to n o change whatever . Al l th e 
prohibitions an d decree s remaine d valid . 

Thus th e summe r o f 194 4 foun d th e Jew s o f Budapes t i n a  stat e o f 
constant fea r o f the future, a s well as anxiety for the fate of their relative s 
who ha d bee n deporte d fro m th e citie s an d province s o f Hungary . Th e 
threat o f deportatio n continue d t o hove r ove r the m unti l autumn , whe n 
the Re d Arm y complete d it s encirclemen t o f th e city . I t i s therefor e n o 
wonder tha t th e Jews o f Budapes t trie d t o han g o n t o whateve r seeme d 
to exten d som e littl e hope—includin g conversio n t o Christianity . 

Their naive hope that conversion would serve as a life-saver was base d 
upon th e rumor s the y ha d hear d concernin g th e preferentia l treatmen t 
the governmen t wa s t o giv e th e convert s i n th e even t tha t th e Jew s o f 
Budapest were to be deported. As we have noted, these rumors had som e 
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basis in fact . An d so , while betwee n earl y January an d Marc h 19 , 1944 , 
the offices o f th e Jewish communit y i n Budapes t ha d receive d 17 6 state -
ments o f th e intentio n t o convert , durin g a  singl e mont h followin g th e 
German invasion , 78 8 suc h statement s wer e received. 132 

The office s o f th e Budapes t rabbinat e wer e flooded  wit h suc h state -
ments, th e resul t bein g tha t rabbinat e official s ha d t o wor k aroun d th e 
clock—and wer e stil l unabl e t o cop e wit h th e administrativ e wor k in -
volved i n dealin g wit h thes e statement s o f intent . Rabb i Dr . Zsigmon d 
Groszman complaine d tha t h e wa s unabl e t o mee t wit h al l thos e wh o 
wanted to convert , and especially tha t he was unable to hold a n intimat e 
conversation wit h them : "Thi s i s no t a  religiou s movement ; th e vas t 
majority o f thos e wh o desir e t o conver t stat e thi s openly . The y wan t t o 
improve thei r chance s o f surviva l an d believ e tha t b y convertin g thei r 
situation wil l b e better." 133 

The conversio n movemen t laste d durin g th e month s o f April , May , 
and June an d wa s accelerate d durin g th e first  hal f o f July. O n July 1 1 a 
public announcement by the mayor of Budapest was promulgated, callin g 
for al l thos e wh o ha d live d previousl y i n th e citie s an d province s o f 
Hungary, outsid e th e municipa l jurisdictio n o f Budapest , an d ha d bee n 
baptized befor e Augus t 1 , 1944 , to bring a  document provin g thei r con -
version t o th e office s o f thei r churche s i n orde r t o b e registere d i n th e 
offices o f thei r churche s i n Budapest . Th e final  dat e fo r registratio n wa s 
fixed fo r Jul y 1 7 a t 5:0 0 P.M. 1 3 4 

The mayor' s publi c announcemen t provide d suppor t fo r thos e wh o 
believed ther e wa s a  chanc e tha t conversio n woul d facilitat e thei r sur -
vival—and thu s create d a n increased strea m o f would-be convert s to th e 
churches. 

If it is true, as some scholars would have it, that severa l church leader s 
suffered pang s o f conscienc e a s they sa w in 194 4 where thei r antisemiti c 
incitement i n previous year s had led, 135 the y were now give n the oppor -
tunity t o aton e t o som e degre e fo r thei r deed s i n th e past . Th e law s o f 
the church requir e a  certain perio d o f preparatio n fo r al l would-be con -
verts, bu t i f suc h a  period wa s no t feasibl e becaus e o f th e existin g con -
ditions, Sered i coul d hav e relie d o n a  certai n paragrap h i n hi s church' s 
regulations. Chapter 752 , paragraph 2  of the Catholic church's lawboo k 
states, "A n adul t i n dange r o f death , with n o wa y o f enjoyin g thoroug h 
instruction i n the principles o f the Catholic faith , ca n be converted with -
out delay." 136 

There i s no t a  shado w o f doub t tha t i t wa s possibl e a t th e tim e t o 
apply thi s paragrap h t o th e Jew s o f Budapest , thu s enablin g churc h 
authorities t o exten d thei r protectio n t o thos e fleein g fo r thei r lives . But 
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the churc h leader s di d no t choos e t o ac t i n thi s fashion . No t onl y di d 
they no t exten d a  helping hand t o those in need o f succor , bu t the y eve n 
set u p impassabl e barrier s a t th e entrance s t o thei r churches , an d th e 
flight o f thos e fleein g wa s blocke d b y th e hig h priest s o f religion . 

Seredi publishe d i n th e Roma n Catholi c church' s officia l newspape r 
instructions requirin g the priests to consider carefull y th e true intention s 
of candidate s fo r conversion . Seredi' s instruction s wer e promulgated o n 
July 24 , som e tw o week s afte r th e announcemen t b y th e mayo r o f Bu -
dapest regarding the registration of converts, at a time when the confusio n 
of th e Jews wa s a t it s peak an d approache d hysteria . The y stated : 

The rites connected with the sacrament of baptism are to be strictly adhered 
to. The period o f dogmati c instructio n lai d dow n i s to b e prolonged, a s 
now, i n vie w o f th e growin g numbe r o f candidate s fo r conversion , i t i s 
more necessary than ever for the priest responsible fo r the baptism or his 
deputy to ensure that the applicant not only possesses the dogmatic knowl-
edge required, bu t also yearns for th e Church o f Chris t from th e bottom 
of his heart and has sincere intentions. The sacrament of baptism can only 
be administered after the conscientious observance of a term of probation, 
and onl y to those of who m i t can b e certain tha t the y seek no t only the 
possession o f a  certificat e o f baptism , bu t mainl y th e regeneratin g forc e 
and redeeming grace of Christ , tha t i s to say to those who wil l not only 
augment th e numbe r o f so-calle d registere d Christians , bu t wh o wis h t o 
be a part of the community of the Church of Christ. 137 

Seredi was no t operatin g i n a  vacuum. I t i s reasonable t o assum e tha t 
Seredi's ac t an d th e view s o f hi s floc k regardin g th e would-b e convert s 
had a  mutua l effect : o n Jul y 19 , just a  fe w day s befor e th e publicatio n 
of Seredi's instructions in the newspaper, a citizen—a retired high-rankin g 
official—visited th e office o f th e archbishop i n Budapest an d hel d a  con -
versation wit h it s director , a  prominent priest . Sh e had com e to warn o f 
the ominou s phenomeno n o f Jews o f n o interna l conviction s comin g t o 
convert, and warned th e church no t to accept them into Christianity . She 
related tha t the tenants of a  certain building had resolved to convert "ou t 
of fear and out of individual interests, for they hoped that their conversion 
would obtai n variou s advantage s fo r them. " 

On th e followin g da y sh e summe d u p he r visi t i n a  letter : 

In the future th e Jews must be prevented fro m violatin g Christianit y an d 
desecrating its sacraments I  would be violating my own conscience and 
would view myself as being a partner to the plot, were I not to inform you 
of it s existenc e I n m y humbl e opinion , suc h deed s coul d hav e bee n 
prevented by making an appropriate announcement i n the press, drawing 
the attention o f those in charge, for th e betrayal o f Christianity wil l lead 

....

....
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both t o th e churc h bein g punishe d an d t o stron g reprisal s b y th e stat e 
authorities. 

Allow me to add that insofar a s I am guided by a sense of obligatio n 
and considerin g th e presen t dangerou s situatio n threatenin g bot h m y 
church and my homeland, I  permit myself t o send a copy of this letter to 
his Holiness , th e Cardinal-Archbishop , mos t suprem e Princ e o f ou r 
Church.138 

We d o no t kno w i f Hi s Holines s actuall y rea d th e cop y o f th e lette r 
that wa s sen t t o him , an d w e nee d no t assum e tha t th e mos t suprem e 
Prince o f th e Churc h wa s i n nee d o f civilia n encouragemen t i n orde r t o 
publish hi s announcemen t i n th e press . Ye t the juxtaposition o f dates — 
of th e writin g o f th e lette r an d o f th e promulgatio n o f th e announce -
ment—as wel l a s th e complet e agreemen t o f th e hea d o f th e Catholi c 
church hierarch y wit h a  simpl e daughte r o f th e churc h i s indee d a 
coincidence. 

The Evangelica l churc h acte d similarly . O n Jul y 10 , Bishop Kap i in -
structed th e priests o f hi s church i n the Transdanubia regio n a s follows : 

Our church mus t adhere to its basic views. According to these views our 
church does not deny its missionary obligations regarding the Jews as well. 
On th e othe r hand , th e churc h i s no t willin g t o becom e a  paw n i n th e 
hands of those trying to take advantage of it in order to attain individua l 
and selfish goals. Regarding those who come to be baptized we must insist 
on a minimal period of instruction o f sixty hours spread over a period of 
six months. This period i s also a trial period. I  reserve the right to decree 
an additional tria l period i f necessary.139 

A fe w day s late r th e genera l directorat e o f th e Evangelica l churc h 
considered thi s question . I n it s resolutions , i t calle d upo n it s priest s t o 
bestow favo r upo n vetera n convert s a t presen t i n distress . They wer e t o 
be visited on every occasion, both i n the ghetto and outsid e it ; they wer e 
to b e provide d wit h th e variou s churc h publications , an d s o on . Bu t a s 
for thos e wh o wer e tryin g t o conver t a t th e presen t time , th e brochur e 
calls unambiguousl y fo r a n uncompromisin g har d lin e to b e adopte d i n 
fixing the condition s fo r conversion , a s i n Kapi' s directive . 

The tw o circular s ar e almos t identical , an d thi s emphasize s th e uni -
formity o f opinio n o n th e subjec t betwee n th e religiou s leade r an d th e 
lay leadershi p o f th e church . "Th e perio d o f instructio n i s a t leas t sixt y 
hours, spread ou t ove r hal f a  year. This period i s also a  trial period. Th e 
bishops' right is hereby reserved to decree a trial period lasting even more 
than hal f a  year." 140 

The perio d require d fo r th e conversio n o f Jew s wa s treate d b y th e 
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churches a s i f thos e wh o sough t sanctuar y wit h th e churc h ha d al l th e 
time i n th e worl d a t thei r disposal . 

Against thi s backgroun d on e mus t interpre t th e protes t mad e b y th e 
general secretary of the Evangelical churches in Hungary against the letter 
he ha d receive d fro m th e genera l secretar y o f th e Evangelica l churc h i n 
Germany. Th e latte r referre d t o a  publicatio n tha t appeare d i n th e cit y 
of Dresde n o n July 14 : 

From thi s publication i t would see m tha t th e Evangelica l priest s i n 
Budapest ar e performin g a  considerabl e numbe r o f conversion s t o 
Christianity. I  fin d i t difficul t t o believ e thi s rumo r an d actuall y 
refuse t o believ e it , especiall y i n ligh t o f th e terribl e event s o f ou r 
time, when the responsibility for their occurrence rests on the shoul-
ders o f th e Jews, those very Jews agains t who m ou r Fathe r Luthe r 
already adopte d s o stron g a  stand . Takin g thi s fac t int o consider -
ation, I  canno t imagin e an y pries t i n an y churc h bein g read y t o 
convert t o Christianit y eve n a  singl e Jew. 

I woul d greatl y appreciat e receivin g you r clarification s o n thi s 
point a s soo n a s possible . 

I thank yo u in advance fo r th e trouble you have so kindly taken . 
With th e blessin g o f a  fellow-pries t an d wit h a  "Hei l Hitler. " 

Your faithfu l admirer , Fathe r Voigt. 141 

In ligh t o f th e consistenc y o f hi s churc h wit h regar d t o th e Jews an d 
their sufferings , th e suspicion s voice d b y th e Germa n pries t hur t hi s 
Hungarian colleague , an d h e hastil y replie d a s follows : 

As for your letter taking an interest in the Jewish question, I speedily inform 
you as follows: i t is indeed true that a fever of conversion has broken out 
among the Jews of Budapest . The storming of the church offices i n order 
to obtain a certificate of baptism is so great that these offices hardly manage 
to fill their regular functions. There is no question here of them repenting. 
By conversion the Jews merely desire to save their lives. 

The Hungarian Evangelica l churc h i s not prepared t o compromise on 
the Jewish question. We accept into the six-month preparatory course only 
those who are married to an Evangelical-Aryan spouse . 

Accepting othe r Jew s int o th e churc h i s absolutel y forbidden . Tw o 
priests, who ou t o f flightines s baptize d Jew s a t thei r request , hav e bee n 
suspended fro m thei r posts . For decades now the Evangelical church ha s 
been extremely carefu l o n th e Jewish question . The duratio n o f th e pre-
paratory perio d i s almost a  year, and so the Jews have preferred t o tur n 
to the Roma n Catholi c church , which ha s not put an y obstacles i n thei r 
path and settled for more convenient conditions. The Catholic church takes 
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a liberal approach on this matter; nevertheless, ten days ago a directive of 
the Catholic church came out, adopting the Evangelical approach. Mi 

The approach of the church leaders won public support. The followin g 
is a  contemporary editoria l o f a  newspaper : "I t i s evident tha t th e mas s 
turn t o conversio n a t th e present tim e i s motivated b y a  desire to obtai n 
material an d socia l advantages. " Th e newspape r quote s faithfu l Chris -
tians expressing thei r bitternes s a t the Jewish invasio n o f thei r churches : 

Where i s th e moder n Jesu s t o driv e thes e peddler s ou t o f ou r sacre d 
churches?.. .Why mus t we suffer, i n that by virtue of the invasion o f al l 
these ne w Christian s ou r churche s wil l tur n int o inferior , stinkin g syn -
agogues? Why must we suffer a  situation in which those who have grown 
up on Christianit y an d liv e lives of dee p fait h i n the Christia n spiri t ar e 
forced t o fin d themselve s outsid e thei r churches , s o tha t i n th e pew s of 
those ver y churche s thos e ver y Jews engagin g i n thei r dar k an d disma l 
businesses ar e abl e to find comfort?... The priests mus t no t allo w thes e 
bloodsucking peddlers to manage their business at the expense of the priests 
in th e sacre d temple s o f God . They mus t pra y t o Jesus who i n hi s tim e 
drove the peddlers out of the House of God with a  whip.143 

The thought that certain priests did indeed convert Jews to Christianit y 
with irresponsible haste served as a convenient battlefield fo r intrachurc h 
bickering. Th e importanc e o f th e subjec t require d tha t i t b e discusse d 
before a  high-ranking government authority—the minister of religion and 
culture. Raffay , wh o wa s intereste d i n putting a  sto p t o th e criticis m o f 
his church , reporte d t o th e ministe r o n Jul y 24 , 1944 , tha t ther e wer e 
no grounds for the complaint lodged by a Catholic priest that in a subur b 
of Budapes t Evangelica l priest s baptize d Jew s i n contraventio n o f th e 
standing instructions . Raffa y announce d tha t afte r a  thoroug h exami -
nation o f al l the documents , "i t was ruled tha t the baptismal ceremonie s 
had bee n carrie d ou t i n accordance with th e standing instructions. " Th e 
protocol reportin g on the examination o f the subject states , "The churc h 
regulations concernin g th e baptis m o f Jew s ar e maintaine d fastidiousl y 
by the priest's office, including the particularly severe instructions recently 
added."144 

On anothe r occasion , i n th e autum n o f th e sam e year , priest s o f th e 
Reformed an d Catholi c churche s lodge d ye t anothe r complain t agains t 
an Evangelica l pries t fo r baptizin g Jew s wit h insufficien t preparation . 
The Evangelica l churc h wa s no t prepare d t o appea r i n th e eye s o f it s 
sister churches , the Catholi c an d Reforme d churches , a s showing merc y 
to Jews . Th e consideratio n o f th e allegatio n occupie d th e Evangelica l 
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church an d reache d th e des k o f it s leader . A  final  memorandu m date d 
October 3 , 1944 , of ove r a  thousand words , demonstrate s a t length tha t 
the allegation s wer e groundless , an d tha t th e Evangelica l pries t wa s in -
nocent o f al l wrongdoing. 145 

As alread y noted , th e memorandu m wa s compose d a t th e beginnin g 
of October . Th e Re d Arm y ha d crosse d th e Hungaria n borde r o n 
September 23 . By Octobe r 7  it s fron t line s wer e a t th e gate s o f Szeged , 
the second-larges t cit y i n Hungary , whic h fel l int o Russia n hand s thre e 
days later , o n Octobe r 10 , afte r a  shor t battle . Wit h th e conques t o f 
Szeged, th e vanguar d o f th e Re d Arm y crosse d th e Tisz a River . Ther e 
was n o furthe r natura l barrie r o n thei r wa y t o th e capita l o f Hungary , 
and th e Re d Arm y advance d towar d Budapest , meetin g wit h n o 
resistance. 

In othe r words , th e churche s an d priest s i n Budapes t ha d thei r ow n 
order o f priorities . Even while the old world orde r wa s collapsin g abou t 
them and , whil e the Bolshevik threa t wa s approachin g th e gates o f thei r 
capital city, thereby realizing their worst fears, they had the time to justif y 
their actions in face of suspicion of aiding Jews. There was full agreemen t 
between th e plaintiff s an d th e defendants—the sufferin g o f th e Jews an d 
their effort s t o escap e wer e t o b e ignored . 

The surviva l o f th e Jew s o f Budapes t i n th e sprin g an d summe r o f 
1944 is to be viewed in light of the events described above . Their surviva l 
did no t resul t fro m th e effort s o f th e churc h o r fro m it s desir e t o help , 
but rather—a s note d above—fro m th e situatio n a t th e variou s fronts , 
which deteriorate d extremel y swiftl y a s regard s th e Axi s forces , wh o 
strove t o th e bes t o f thei r abilit y t o ste m th e tid e o f th e Allie d force s 
driving i n o n them . Doubt s bega n t o assai l th e heart s o f th e ruler s o f 
Hungary. Th e wa r ha d reache d th e home s o f a  millio n inhabitant s o f 
Budapest, wh o ha d suffere d ove r th e summe r fro m almos t dail y Allie d 
bombing. Airplane s appeare d ove r Budapes t b y da y an d b y night , un -
impeded by any resistance, contrary to the promises they had heard fro m 
the Nazi s ove r th e years . Al l thi s playe d a  par t i n th e hesitation s o f th e 
rulers o f Hungary , an d encourage d the m t o settl e fo r th e sacrific e o f 
almost hal f a  million Jews, who ha d live d in the towns an d province s o f 
Hungary, an d who m the y ha d alread y manage d t o deport . 

It is reasonable to conclude that the decoded telegrams described abov e 
played a weighty role, ruling in favor of putting an end to the deportations 
and no t renewin g them . I t ma y b e sai d wit h certaint y tha t th e surviva l 
of th e Jews o f Budapes t i n th e summe r o f 194 4 i s no t t o b e attribute d 
to th e churches . These wer e a t bes t indifferent . 
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Hungarian Initiatives 

In settin g ou t t o execut e it s anti-Jewis h policies , the Hungaria n govern -
ment enjoyed the support of the population of its country. The Hungaria n 
public expressed its support by its various actions, as well as its proposals 
aimed a t renderin g Hungaria n liberatio n fro m th e Jew s mor e efficien t 
and a t makin g lif e mor e difficul t fo r th e Jews bein g expelled. Her e ar e a 
few example s o f suc h initiatives , i n additio n t o thos e mentione d above . 
Among th e initiator s wer e bot h organization s an d individuals . 

Even the Germans noted the enthusiasm with which various Hungaria n 
circles brutalize d th e Jew s unde r thei r control , abov e an d beyon d th e 
level decreed b y the authorities . This was apparently th e background fo r 
the ora l appea l mad e b y th e Germa n embass y i n Budapes t t o th e Hun -
garian foreig n office . Thi s appea l was summe d u p i n a  memorandum o n 
August 12 , durin g on e o f th e stage s i n th e drawn-ou t negotiatio n re -
garding the renewal of the deportation of Budapest Jewry, at a time when 
such a  ste p seeme d reasonabl e t o th e Germans : 

The Germa n Embass y i s honore d t o direc t th e attentio n o f th e Roya l 
Hungarian Foreig n Offic e t o the fact.. . that i t is desirable that the Hun-
garian authorities guarantee to whatever degree possible the humane treat-
ment o f th e group s o f Hungaria n Jewis h laborer s bein g sen t to work i n 
the Reich. In the opinion of the German commanders of these labor groups, 
it is very desirable that the laborers be provided with food for the duration 
of the trip, which takes a considerable time. 

May we thus reques t tha t th e relevan t Hungaria n institution s b e per-
suaded to devote special attention to the trains being provided with foo d 
for the duration o f the journey Th e German Embassy will be gratefu l 
if the appropriate institutions look into an existing problem: that the equip-
ment th e laborer s travelin g t o German y tak e wit h the m an d th e foo d 
provided for them not be expropriated from them by the Hungarian border 
police. This has occurred in the past, possibly because the police were not 
properly instructed . I t i s extremel y importan t tha t suc h expropriation s 
cease.146 

Hungarians i n n o wa y connecte d wit h th e deportation s offere d thei r 
own vehicles—horses an d wagons—t o spee d u p the removal o f th e Jews 
from thei r areas : 

In every town and in every village the local population accepted the steps 
taken fo r th e de-Judificatio n o f thei r settlemen t wit h ope n suppor t an d 
undisguised rejoicing . The y regarded very favorably th e execution o f th e 
government's instructions in this respect. Everywhere the local population 
assisted i n furthering th e actions taken by the authorities . In most places 

....
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the people placed at the disposal of the authorities, and at no cost whatever, 
vehicles t o spee d u p th e remova l o f thos e who , b y thei r ver y presenc e i n 
the immediat e vicinity , detracte d fro m th e abilit y o f th e Christian s t o 
survive.147 

At th e officia l ceremon y markin g th e beginnin g o f th e campaig n t o 
destroy Jewis h books , th e officia l i n charg e o f th e campaign , th e com -
missioner o f communications , Mihal y Kolozsvari-Boresa , delivere d a 
speech, saying : 

In this solemn act , the end has come upon a n unhealthy proces s which ha s 
lasted fift y year s Th e Jewis h spiri t succeede d i n makin g it s influenc e 
felt b y a  larg e portio n o f th e Hungaria n readin g populatio n throug h th e 
agency of Jewish publishers , printing houses , and literar y institutions . Th e 
fact tha t da y afte r da y m y offic e receive s hundred s o f report s o f Jewis h 
books bein g foun d i n man y an d variou s location s prove s tha t w e hav e 
exposed th e jungl e whic h ha d existe d i n thi s area. 148 

The Roya l Hungaria n Clu b o f Vehicl e Owner s turne d o n Ma y 1 3 t o 
the ministe r o f th e interio r an d requeste d " th e wis e guidanc e o f hi s 
Excellency i s solvin g a  juridica l proble m th e clu b member s wer e face d 
with, a s a  resul t o f tw o governmen t directive s whic h see m mutuall y 
contradictory." Th e write r claime d tha t accordin g t o a  certai n interpre -
tation, on e o f thes e directive s coul d b e understoo d a s forbiddin g th e 
continued membershi p o f Jews i n the club , while fro m th e othe r directiv e 
it woul d see m tha t th e Jews wer e allowe d t o continu e a s member s o f th e 
club. Th e clu b passe d th e matte r alon g fo r th e decisio n o f th e highes t 
relevant authority : th e ministe r o f th e interior . 

Yet th e clu b di d no t wai t fo r th e minister' s reply . I n accordanc e wit h 
the atmospher e prevalen t i n the summe r o f 194 4 i t took it s own decision . 
Along wit h th e question , th e clu b als o presente d th e ministe r wit h th e 
solution i t ha d arrive d at : 

We ar e honore d t o infor m Hi s Excellenc y tha t unti l w e receiv e clea r in -
structions w e ar e demandin g tha t ou r member s produc e document s testi -
fying to their origin. The names of all those who, according to their papers , 
are considered Jewis h wil l b e removed fro m th e registe r o f clu b members , 
even withou t introducin g an y amendmen t o f th e club' s regulations. 149 

The eagernes s o f th e Hungaria n populac e t o mak e lif e insufferabl e fo r 
the Jews sometime s too k o n s o grotesqu e a  for m tha t i t would hav e bee n 
amusing ha d i t no t take n plac e agains t s o tragi c a  background . I n earl y 
May, a  loca l newspape r raise d th e questio n whethe r th e Jews wer e t o b e 
permitted t o ow n dogs : 

....
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The eigh t hundre d thousan d Hungaria n dog s ar e of considerabl e nationa l 
economic valu e Th e pedigree d dog s hav e valu e a s export s an d a s im -
ports. A  pedigree d do g i s wort h betwee n 40 0 an d 50 0 pengo,  an d o n 
occasion eve n more . Ou r dog s ar e thu s propert y wort h man y millions . 

In thi s respec t w e hav e pu t th e questio n t o th e ministr y o f agriculture : 
are th e Jews permitte d t o ow n dogs ? Th e relevan t departmen t replie d a s 
follows: fo r th e presen t w e kno w nothin g o f an y directiv e explicitl y pro -
hibiting th e possessio n o f dog s b y Jews. However , sinc e th e Jews ar e ob -
ligated to declare their property an d possessions of value, this directive can 
be interpreted in such a way as to obligate the Jews to declare any pedigreed 
dogs of great value A t any rate, the dog tax directive, to be promulgated 
in th e nea r future , wil l dea l wit h thi s aspec t o f th e proble m a s well. ls° 

The ministr y o f industr y admonishe d th e mayo r o f Budapes t fo r no t 
complying wit h th e directiv e concernin g 

shutting of shops belonging to Jewish craftsme n an d sellin g products man -
ufactured b y other s [optician s sellin g spectacles ] Sinc e th e Nationa l 
Association o f Christian Optician s has complained to me that my aforesai d 
directive ha s no t bee n execute d i n Budapes t t o thi s day , I  hereby reques t 
the mayo r o f Budapes t t o se e t o i t tha t th e aforesai d directiv e i s carrie d 
out, t o se e to th e qualit y o f it s execution, an d t o repor t t o m e accordingl y 
on th e executio n o f m y instructions. 151 

In othe r words , ther e wer e Christia n optician s wh o carefull y sa w t o i t 
that th e municipalit y obeye d it s instructions . 

A citize n wrot e t o th e mayo r o f Budapes t an d propose d a  wa y t o dea l 
properly wit h th e Jews : 

The Jew s mus t no t b e expelle d fro m Budapest , fo r thei r presenc e her e 
provides us with anti-aircraf t defenses . Likewise , they must not be gathered 
into a  ghetto , fo r the n w e ma y b e destroyed whil e the ghetto ma y survive , 
survive. On the other hand, I would like to suggest that in apartment house s 
the Hungaria n Christian s shoul d liv e o n th e groun d floo r an d th e lowe r 
floors o f th e buildings , while the Jews wil l live on th e upper floors . Durin g 
air attacks , they mus t b e forbidde n entr y int o shelters . They mus t remai n 
in thei r apartments , an d mus t b e prohibited fro m openin g door s an d win -
dows whil e th e ai r attac k i s in progress . 

Electricity t o th e homes o f th e Jews shoul d b e cut off . I n thi s way the y 
will n o longe r hav e an y wa y t o us e th e radi o set s the y hav e hidden , an d 
which they use both to transmit and to receive. They must also be prohibited 
from usin g pocke t flashlights , fo r the y migh t us e thes e t o signa l enem y 
aircraft. 

If thes e idea s o f min e ar e pu t int o practice , a  muc h smalle r numbe r o f 
Hungarians wil l b e harme d an d man y mor e Jew s wil l perish . Afte r al l i s 

....
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said an d done , ever y Hungaria n i s duty-boun d t o striv e t o attai n thes e 
goals.15i 

Support fo r thi s kin d o f thinkin g ca n b e found i n th e newspape r articl e 
written b y a  Catholi c mon k an d printe d i n a  Catholi c periodica l i n th e 
summer o f 1944 . I t said , "Th e Christia n doctrin e o f brotherl y lov e i s no t 
violated b y wha t i s being don e a t presen t wit h th e Jews. O n th e contrary , 
it i s realize d b y mean s o f thes e deeds." 1 5 3 Tha t is , th e pries t supporte d 
the step s take n b y th e authorities . 

The mon k coul d hav e foun d suppor t fo r hi s vie w i n th e appea l mad e 
by high-rankin g priest s t o th e Hungaria n populatio n t o suppor t th e stat e 
authorities. Thus , a  senio r officia l o f th e Gree k Or thodo x churc h wrot e 
to th e priesthoo d an d t o th e publi c i n a  Shepherds ' Epistle : 

His Excellenc y th e regent , i n hi s rol e a s th e commander-in-chie f o f ou r 
army, ha s give n hi s order . Hungaria n soldier s ar e boun d b y th e bond s o f 
war t o defen d ou r natio n an d ou r Europea n cultur e agains t Bolshevism , 
which strive s t o destro y i t all . 

May you r pur e Hungaria n heart , th e defende r o f Jesu s an d swor d o f 
our religiou s belief , be your weapon i n this great struggle. The Holy Ghos t 
shall strengthe n you r spirit.' 54 

In the contemporar y Hungaria n terminology , th e term "Bolshevism " ha d 
an unambiguousl y Jewis h meaning , an d thi s wa s t o b e opposed . 

Two ne w bishop s wer e consecrate d i n th e sprin g o f 1944 . I n hono r 
of th e occasio n th e tw o bishop s addresse d thei r flocks . Bisho p Jozse f 
Mindszenty wrot e i n hi s first  Shepherds ' Epistle , "Th e Hungaria n peopl e 
have alway s bee n God-fearing , faithfu l Catholics , livin g i n accordanc e 
with th e law s o f thei r faith . Th e Hungarian s hav e alway s live d wit h Jesu s 
above an d beyon d th e wa y o f lif e o f othe r nations . Thi s i s indicate d b y 
our law s a s well." 155 Th e bisho p di d no t specif y t o whic h o f th e law s o f 
Hungary h e wa s referring , bu t i t ma y b e assume d tha t hi s believer s kne w 
what h e wa s talkin g about . 

The othe r bisho p t o addres s hi s floc k wa s Endr e Hamvas : 

When w e wer e lonel y an d alon e afte r th e treat y o f Triano n whic h wa s 
forced upo n us , our soldier s cam e ou t o f Szege d i n th e nam e o f Go d an d 
under th e flag  o f th e Virgi n Mar y t o sprea d th e gospe l o f th e Hungaria n 
resurrection, an d i f we hav e indee d reache d suc h a  poin t tha t b y virtue of 
our adherenc e t o ou r way s w e have bee n lifte d u p an d hav e no w attaine d 
the clouds , w e mus t continu e t o pu t ou r trus t i n God , wh o ha s liberate d 
us fro m ou r suffering s i n orde r t o maintai n foreve r i n ou r hand s ou r 
national revival.' 56 
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Here i s a fitting  place to recal l that i n Szeged, under th e flag of th e Hol y 
Virgin, Horth y an d hi s colleague s bega n th e Whit e Terro r twenty-fiv e 
years before . 

In th e cit y o f Szeged , th e twenty-fift h anniversar y o f th e counter -
revolution wa s celebrated . Th e deput y mayo r o f Szege d sai d a t th e cer -
emonial rally, "The Szeged counter-revolution raise d up the flag of Chris-
tian, popula r Hungary , a  flag  tha t wa s born e alof t b y Miklo s Horth y 
and Bisho p Istva n Zadravecz." 157 

At a  conventio n commemoratin g th e outbrea k o f th e counter -
revolution, hel d a t th e militar y academ y o f Budapest , th e ministe r o f 
trade an d transportation , Anta l Kunder , participated : 

Those present approached the Catholic or Protestant prayer chapels . The 
prayer was led by a ranking military chaplain . In his sermon he spoke of 
the connection between the Gospel and our modern period, stressing that 
"only unsullied faith in the doctrine of Jesus can guarantee the triumph of 
our arms." 

The minister spoke after him , and described the historical backgroun d 
of the counterrevolution. He spoke at length of the unbridled behavior of 
"the foreig n rac e tha t pushe d ou r Hungaria n natio n towar d absolut e 
destruction." 

The minister told of Communist activists, whose Jewish names he stressed 
deliberately, an d mad e sur e t o ad d th e titl e elvtars  (comrade ) t o thei r 
names; the term elvtars—reserved fo r activ e members o f the Communis t 
party—was despise d i n th e Hungar y o f tha t time . H e tol d o f ho w the y 
defiled Christia n sacraments : 

They took actio n with the assistance of the foreign race.. . and we stood 
by helplessly, watching how the foreign race humbled and destroyed every-
thing Christian an d Hungarian Bu t when the time came we rose cou-
rageously, ready for self-sacrifice, for the sake of that lofty concept: defense 
of our God, of our homeland, of our Christianity, and of our Hungarianism. 

Our suffering, however , is not yet over. We are once again being called 
upon to make sacrifices i n order to be able to remain Christian and Hun-
garian. Th e enem y i s the very sam e enemy , threatenin g onc e agai n ou r 
national survival . But today w e meet the enemy when w e are armed . In 
our present struggl e we are not alone , as we were twenty-five year s ago. 
The Fuehrer of the great German Reich, Adolf Hitler , and his courageous 
army stand today a t our side.158 

The priests and bishops had solid ground on which to base their hatred. 
They had befor e the m th e image of Bishop Prohaszka Ottokar , wh o ha d 
been activ e a t th e beginnin g o f th e centur y unti l hi s deat h i n 1927 , an d 

....
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was considered one of the founding father s o f clerical antisemitism. Wit h 
regard to the Jews he freely used poisonous phrases and enjoyed immens e 
popularity, bot h amon g th e priest s an d amon g th e genera l public . 

A certain weekly journal quoted a t length in the summer of 194 4 fro m 
the writing s o f Bisho p Prohaszka : 

Jewish moralit y i s anathema t o Christian civilization , an d thi s curse will 
completely obliterate Christian civilization if the latter does not succeed in 
removing the poison I n the eyes of Jewry, all the Christian nations are 
enemies, and al l means capable of leading to the stifling o f the Christia n 
nations ar e justified i n thei r eye s I t can clearl y b e seen how, withou t 
any pangs of conscience, the Jew sucks the blood of his victim, the victim 
he has already destroyed . 

In brief : there i s no suc h thin g a s Jewish morality , an d consequentl y 
Jews have no knowledge whatever of the concept of "moral values." Thus, 
the mai n qualitie s o f th e Jew ar e unlimite d egoism , crushin g hi s fello w 
man—pressuring him mercilessly and drinking his blood. A Jew is unable 
to distinguish betwee n good and evil ; in his eyes, any means leading to a 
flow of money into his pockets are justified, including forging checks, false 
testimony, o r eve n trading th e shirts , trousers , o r bodie s o f youn g girls . 
It's all the same in their eyes Ma y a Hungarian person not defend hi s 
life, his livelihood, and guarantee his happiness, his culture, and the Hun-
garian spirit ? 

The Christian nation s mus t not giv e the Jews equal rights;  they mus t 
defend themselves from them and must constantly get rid of them, at every 
opportunity an d in any way they are able.159 

And so , in the summer o f 194 4 Hungar y wa s busil y realizing the wil l 
of th e bishop s "t o ge t ri d o f th e Jews. " A s thi s tas k dre w t o a  clos e 
outside o f Budapest , th e Hungarian s ther e becam e awar e o f th e ne w 
situation tha t ha d evolve d i n thei r immediat e vicinity : fo r th e first  tim e 
since Hungar y ha d bee n liberate d i n 168 8 fro m Ottoma n occupation , 
Hungary wa s Judenrein. Wit h th e ver y first  wav e o f emotio n generate d 
by their liberation from th e "Jewish oppression," the Hungarians realize d 
that th e expulsio n o f th e Jews ha d bee n accompanie d b y a  positive sid e 
effect: ther e was abandoned Jewish property throughou t Hungary , own -
erless, available to any outstretched arm . They assumed i t was al l at thei r 
disposal. 

The governmen t wa s awar e o f th e expectation s o f th e people , an d 
thus decide d t o clarif y wha t i t intended t o d o wit h th e Jewish property . 
Interior Ministe r Jaross said , 

I make it clear that all property and valuables which Jewish greed managed 
to accumulat e durin g th e libera l perio d ha s cease d t o b e thei r property . 

....
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All this now belongs to the Hungarian nation Thi s property must benefit 
the entire Hungarian nation . We must inject i t into the economic blood-
stream, so that every honest and fai r workin g Hungarian wil l receive his 
portion.160 

At th e clos e o f par t 2  of th e presen t study , w e considere d th e hostil e 
triangle—the regime , th e public , an d th e church—tha t embittere d th e 
lives of the Jews in Hungary. Now, too, in connection with the property , 
the triangle reappeared. The regime, which inherited the Jewish property , 
promised th e publi c it s par t i n th e booty . Thes e ar e tw o side s o f th e 
triangle. What was the stand of the third side , the church, in this matter ? 

The third traditiona l partner , the church, did not stand idly by; it was 
not prepare d t o giv e up it s portion o f th e spoils . 

The pries t o f th e Evangelica l missio n i n th e provinc e o f Beke s sen t a 
letter on July 2 5 to the office o f Bishop Raf f ay in which h e described th e 
request h e had mad e t o th e authoritie s t o transfe r int o th e hand s o f th e 
church th e rea l estat e tha t ha d belonge d t o th e Jewish community . Raf -
fay's secretar y wrot e i n th e bishop' s nam e t o th e chie f provincia l priest , 
pointing ou t imprope r administrativ e step s tha t ha d bee n take n i n th e 
process o f acquirin g th e abandone d building s o f th e Jewish community . 
Therefore, h e wa s "unabl e t o justif y th e reques t o f a  permi t fo r th e 
Evangelical churc h t o transfe r t o it s ow n jurisdictio n th e synagogue , 
other buildings , an d rea l estat e onc e belongin g t o th e Jewis h commu -
nity o f Bekes , an d us e i t fo r th e purpose s o f th e religiou s Evangelica l 
community." 

Raffay's secretar y wen t o n t o clarify th e substance o f thi s administra -
tive defect , whic h rendere d th e churc h impoten t eve n t o as k t o inheri t 
this abandone d Jewis h property : 

Church law rules explicitly that i f a  certain community i s about t o bring 
about any change whatever in its sum total of immovable property, it may 
do so only in accordance with the permission of the church institutions in 
charge Th e church in Bekes has acted contrary t o the existing regula-
tions in proposing to purchase Jewish property without acquiring a permit 
from the supreme church authorities. His Excellency is asked to bring this 
to the awareness of the church in Bekes, so that it may cancel permanently 
its application to the authorities to acquire Jewish property. 161 

In othe r words , th e bisho p di d no t voic e an y criticis m whateve r o f th e 
morality o f th e step , bu t merel y o f th e violatio n o f th e regulations . 

In contras t t o th e pries t o f Bekes , the pries t fro m th e missio n o f th e 
town of Kiskunhalas found a  way to proceed that won Raffay' s approval . 

....

....
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In hi s lette r o f Augus t 16 , 1944 , t o thos e i n charg e o f th e missio n i n 
Kiskunhalas, h e wrote , 

Blessed be the reader in the name of the Lord! 
The general leadership of our church has taken its stand concerning the 

proper for m o f applications concerning real estate belonging to the Jews. 
The relevant resolution has been sent to His Excellency as well. The stand 
taken by the general leadership of the church applie s in every case, being 
the only stand to suit our church's moral level. 

Raffay expresse d hi s opinion that , sinc e in Kiskunhala s th e missio n wa s 
to lease from th e authorities a  villa that once belonged to Jews, no chang e 
thus comin g abou t i n th e lis t o f churc h immovabl e property , 

I express n o oppositio n t o th e wa y th e churc h i n Kiskunhala s i s acting , 
and I express my consent to the creation of the relationship between lessor 
and lessee, the authorities and the church. 

May the Lord's mercy rest upon us. l6i 

In Raf f ay's lette r on e canno t bu t not e th e efficienc y o f th e church : i t 
successfully formulate d regulation s by which to take control of the prop-
erty o f thos e who , onl y a  fe w month s earlier , wer e th e neighbor s o f th e 
church flock . I t had alread y distribute d thes e regulations to whoever ha d 
need o f them . Thi s efficienc y i s noteworthy i n ligh t o f th e fac t tha t onl y 
a shor t tim e before , th e bishops o f the Protestant churche s require d ove r 
a mont h t o sig n a  memorandu m the y wer e sendin g t o th e government , 
supposedly t o protec t th e Jews. 

As in man y othe r cases , here, too , the churc h wa s i n th e forefron t o f 
developments. Others , i n variou s circles , who wer e intereste d i n partic -
ipating i n th e divisio n o f th e spoils , viewe d th e churc h a s a n example . 
In mos t o f th e application s mad e t o th e authoritie s i n thi s connection , 
stress wa s place d o n th e Christianit y o r th e Christia n loyalt y o f thos e 
applying. Her e ar e a  numbe r o f examples : 

A man whose occupation was providing sound amplification an d music 
on specia l occasion s tol d o f hi s struggl e agains t th e Jews wh o ha d con -
trolled the area, a struggle that had gone on for years: "In this applicatio n 
of mine , I  request n o privat e profit s fo r myself . All my  desir e i s to wor k 
for th e goo d o f th e public , an d fo r thi s purpos e I  am intereste d i n bol -
stering u p my  company—th e onl y Christia n compan y i n thi s field  o f 
business." To attai n hi s aim s th e ma n adde d th e name s o f thre e Jewis h 
firms tha t ha d engaged—unti l the y wer e close d down—i n supplyin g 
equipment t o cinema s an d theaters , and tha t owned equipmen t suite d t o 
his ow n need s an d thos e o f hi s business . Th e applican t als o adde d tha t 
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those firms were now shut down, and he requested that they be transferred 
to hi m wit h al l thei r equipmen t an d materiel. 163 

"The Commissione r fo r Leathe r Work s call s upon th e Christia n sho e 
dealers i n Budapes t t o infor m hi m i n writin g withi n 4 8 hour s o f th e 
quantity o f shoe s the y wis h t o receiv e fro m th e stoc k o f shoe s i n thos e 
Jewish shop s whic h hav e bee n close d down." 164 

A war casualt y complaine d o f th e dishonest y show n b y th e head s o f 
his villag e i n distributin g th e shop s th e Jews ha d lef t behin d whe n the y 
were deported : 

May I note that the regulations make it clear that when distributing Jewish 
shops, preferenc e i s t o b e give n t o thos e whos e ow n shop s hav e bee n 
destroyed by bombing; immediately after come those of old, deeply rooted 
Christian families—especiall y i f thes e Christian s ar e wa r casualtie s I 
am a veteran Christian and a war casualty, yet nevertheless I have received 
nothing.165 

The Orde r o f St . Domunko s fielded a  footbal l tea m tha t applie d t o 
the officia l i n charg e o f th e distributio n o f Jewish property : 

Considering the fact that each and every member of our organization i s a 
Christian... we humbly request Your Excellency to deliver to us the equip-
ment o f th e footbal l tea m whic h use d t o represen t th e leathe r factor y 
belonging to Adolf Vidonyi , and which n o longer exist s Sinc e we are 
aware of You r Excellency' s generosit y an d positive attitud e t o Christia n 
sport and sportsmen, we are sure that our modest request will be met.166 

If i n th e smal l town s faithfu l Christian s an d churche s too k actio n t o 
expand thei r activitie s by making use of abandoned Jewish property , th e 
Catholic church had a problem of another kind in Budapest—from whic h 
the Jews had not been expelled. Jews, both a s students and as employees, 
were presen t i n Catholi c educationa l institutions . Unde r th e inspiratio n 
of th e cardina l an d i n accordanc e wit h hi s directives , th e churc h acte d 
to solv e thi s problem . 

On Augus t 5 , 1944 , shortl y befor e th e schoo l yea r wa s schedule d t o 
reopen—on Septembe r 1—th e inspector-general o f th e Roma n Catholi c 
educational institution s sen t ou t a  circula r t o al l th e educationa l insti -
tutions unde r hi s supervision . "I n accordanc e wit h th e instruction s o f 
His Holines s th e Cardinal , promulgate d o n Jun e 28 , an d i n orde r t o 
facilitate th e carrying-out o f these instructions, I  hereby inform th e man -
agement o f th e aforesai d institutions , tha t a  renewe d examinatio n mus t 
be mad e o f th e origin s o f al l people employe d b y thes e institutions." 167 

The inspector-general explained how the examination was to be carried 
out, an d state d who ha d t o b e examined. H e based hi s instructions o n a 
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government directive that appeared in March 1944. 168 However, the doc-
ument he was referring to, ME 1210/1944, deals with limiting the employ-
ment o f Jewish lawyer s an d variou s professional s employe d b y the civi l 
service. The document makes no mention of teachers, and so does not re-
quire their origins to be checked. But even if the Catholic inspector-general 
gave the aforesaid governmen t documen t a n extremely broa d interpreta -
tion, applying to teachers the limitations affecting variou s professionals, i t 
is still difficult t o understand how he included in this examination the tech-
nical employees o f Catholi c educationa l institutions . The explanation is , 
apparently, tha t the inspector-general, relying on the cardinal's directive , 
as he himself notes , outdid the government itself. 

In fact , hi s directiv e bor e fruit . I n th e spiri t o f th e deman d mad e b y 
the Catholic inspector-general, a n announcement was made by the Cath -
olic university, th e Pete r Pazman y Universit y o f Sciences , on Augus t 11 , 
1944. The announcemen t reveale d tha t the university wen t even further , 
and checke d th e origi n o f it s students . Th e announcemen t liste d th e 
documents a  candidat e fo r acceptanc e ha d t o presen t t o th e universit y 
institutions. At the top of the list were the documents intended to indicate 
the student' s racia l origin . Thes e document s eve n precede d certificatio n 
of th e candidate' s previou s education. 169 

The Catholi c university' s announcement , lik e tha t o f th e Catholi c 
inspector-general, wa s base d o n governmen t directiv e M E 1210/1944 , 
which, a s alread y noted , i s irrelevant t o th e subject . Th e universit y cor -
rectly assesse d th e moo d o f th e cardina l an d th e inspector-general , an d 
in accordance therewit h publishe d it s instructions prohibitin g the accep -
tance o f Jewish students . 

On Augus t 23 , th e Catholi c inspector-genera l sen t a  circula r t o th e 
schools under hi s supervision, instructing them to refrain fro m acceptin g 
Jewish pupil s int o th e first-grade  classe s o f thei r institutions . A s fo r th e 
higher grades , the inspector wrote to the schools as follows: "Eve n thos e 
pupils wh o hav e alread y bee n studyin g a t thei r institution s ar e no t t o 
register automatically . Likewise , they ar e not t o expe l them . They ar e t o 
be registere d i n separat e lists , an d unti l a  final  arrangemen t i s reache d 
they are to be allowed t o study i n the institutions the y have already bee n 
frequenting."170 

The final  arrangemen t wa s reache d te n day s later , when , o n Septem -
ber 2 , th e Catholi c inspector-genera l wrot e t o th e educationa l institu -
tions unde r hi s supervision : "Wit h regar d t o th e circula r I  sen t ou t o n 
August 23 , I  hereby infor m yo u tha t a  pupi l require d t o wea r a  yello w 
Star of David is not permitted to study in our educational institutions." 171 

It may b e assume d tha t amon g th e 1 3 million Hungarian s ther e wer e 
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those wit h huma n feeling s wh o too k pit y o n thei r neighbor s whe n the y 
saw what was done to them, and there may even have been those willin g 
to ac t t o sav e th e live s o f thei r neighbor s an d thei r acquaintance s ha d 
they bee n encourage d t o d o s o b y thei r spiritua l leaders . Bu t i n mos t 
cases, these leader s conducte d themselve s otherwise . 

In a  certain tow n th e gendarmes prepare d a  lis t o f thos e suspecte d o f 
communism an d o f espionage . I n th e lis t appeare d th e name s o f man y 
Jews. The gendarmes handed the list over to the local magistrate in orde r 
to hav e i t stamped wit h th e tow n emble m an d officiall y confirmed . Th e 
Jews o n th e lis t wer e t o b e sen t t o thei r final  destinatio n beyon d th e 
borders of Hungary. The magistrate, who was aware of the fate awaitin g 
the Jew s o n th e list , suffere d pang s o f conscience . H e appeale d t o hi s 
priestly confessor fo r spiritual guidance. His confessor calme d him down : 
"You nee d suffe r n o pang s o f conscienc e fo r sendin g these Jews to thei r 
fate. The y hav e sinne d s o greatl y tha t whateve r befall s the m i s actuall y 
a ligh t punishmen t fo r them." 17* 

In ligh t o f thi s priest' s attitude , an d i n ligh t o f th e man y statement s 
made by both politica l an d religiou s leaders , i t i s not surprisin g tha t on e 
of th e bishops , i n hi s lette r t o th e cardinal , describe d ho w h e ha d en -
countered th e phenomeno n "o f Christia n believer s raisin g th e questio n 
in the confession booth : is it permitted to take pity on the Jews? Yesterday 
I was told by an old religious woman tha t she had give n bread t o peopl e 
who wer e shu t u p i n th e ghetto." 173 Th e write r adde d tha t th e woma n 
told him her stor y i n a whisper, fearfu l tha t sh e had committe d a  seriou s 
transgression. 

In the midst of a  description o f the hard-heartedness o f the priesthoo d 
at it s various levels , i t i s refreshing t o recal l th e grea t personalit y o f th e 
bishop who wrote this letter—Baron Vilmo s Apor, bishop of Gyor. Con -
trary t o mos t o f hi s colleagues , h e acte d constantly , devotedly , an d un -
tiringly i n the summe r o f 194 4 t o ge t the suprem e churc h authoritie s t o 
work t o sav e Jews. He begge d Cardina l Sered i time an d agai n t o us e hi s 
influence to restrain the actions taken by the government, but encountered 
an absolut e refusal . H e wa s deepl y tormente d b y th e affliction s an d 
sufferings o f thos e persecuted, an d hi s image shines fort h t o thi s day ou t 
of th e blac k memorie s o f 1944. 174 

Yet activities like those of Bishop Apor were not common . On e of th e 
characteristics o f the period, as we have already seen , were the initiative s 
taken b y variou s secula r an d religiou s bodie s an d b y th e public . Th e 
public approache d th e authoritie s wit h man y proposal s t o rende r th e 
system mor e efficient , i n additio n t o makin g th e thirty-fiv e thousan d 
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denouncements mentione d a t th e outse t o f thi s chapter . Th e German s 
proposed tw o deportatio n train s pe r day—Endr e requeste d six . The de -
portees attempted to bring buckets of water into the carriages—the guards 
accompanying the m poure d th e wate r out . Ther e i s n o en d t o th e evi l 
that was revealed. The description of a single event will render the concept 
of Hungaria n initiative s mor e tangible , an d i t i s representativ e o f the m 
all. 

The heads of the town o f Soltvadkert, in the province of Pest, invented 
a syste m t o tortur e th e deportee s t o th e maximum . I n thi s tow n ther e 
had lived , u p unti l th e deportation , som e hundre d Jewis h families . To -
ward the end of June, while the deportation was under way, only women, 
elderly people , an d childre n remaine d i n the town . Thos e me n wh o ha d 
not me t thei r death s i n the battlefield s o f th e Ukraine betwee n 194 1 an d 
1944 wer e sufferin g i n compulsor y labo r camp s throughou t Hungary . 
Those helples s peopl e wh o remaine d i n th e tow n unti l th e deportatio n 
reached the m wer e t o b e sen t b y trai n t o th e provincia l capita l o f Kecs -
kemet—the poin t fro m whic h the y woul d se t out fo r thei r fatefu l tri p t o 
Auschwitz. 

Before the deportees were taken aboard th e carriages, the train statio n 
workers and townspeople padded the floors of the carriages with a fifteen-
to twenty-centimete r laye r o f whitewas h powder . Whe n thi s powde r 
penetrates one' s breathin g passages , i t cause s a  terribl e sens e o f suffo -
cation, an d whe n i t attack s one' s eyes , i t cause s a  terribl e burnin g sen -
sation. Thi s i s als o tru e o f it s contac t wit h one' s skin . A s the deportee s 
entered th e carriages , thei r foo t movement s raise d u p a  clou d o f white -
wash powde r fro m th e floor s o f th e carriages , an d th e suffering  the y 
underwent fro m thi s powde r wa s adde d t o th e torture s stemmin g fro m 
having seventy, eighty, or even ninety people locked up in a single airtight 
carriage i n th e burnin g summe r o f th e Hungaria n lowlands . 

The enterprising loca l residents were, however, no t satisfied wit h that . 
A locomotive wa s linked t o the carriages with th e deportees , and , fo r n o 
purpose whatever , dragge d th e carriages bac k an d fort h wit h stron g an d 
sudden lurches . These lurche s raise d u p additiona l cloud s o f whitewas h 
powder an d increase d th e suffering s o f thos e locke d u p i n th e airtigh t 
carriages. 

The unconceale d rejoicin g o f th e townspeopl e a t th e gam e the y wer e 
playing wit h thei r victim s reinforce d th e mirt h cause d b y realizin g thei r 
wildest fantasies : th e remova l o f thei r hate d neighbors , th e Jews . Onl y 
after the y wer e satisfie d b y watchin g th e torment s o f suffering  huma n 
beings wa s th e trai n allowe d t o procee d o n it s way. 175 
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Conclusion 

The las t chord s i n th e symphon y o f antisemiti c hatre d tha t ha d begu n 
to b e hear d decade s befor e wer e sounde d i n 1944 . Th e event s o f thi s 
year demonstrate i n retrospect tha t al l the acts of antisemiti c incitement , 
of anti-Jewis h legislation , o f makin g th e live s o f Jew s unbearable , o f 
excommunicating the m an d outlawin g the m wer e merel y preparator y 
steps leadin g t o 1944 . The yea r 194 4 als o brough t th e Jewish questio n 
to th e doorstep s o f th e Hungaria n masses . Whil e th e anti-Jewis h legis -
lation o f previou s year s wa s carrie d ou t i n th e legislatur e i n th e distan t 
capital b y member s o f th e superio r uppe r classes , i n 194 4 ever y mino r 
official an d ever y gendarm e becam e maste r o f th e live s an d fate s o f th e 
Jews. Whereas earlie r others took th e initiative or carrie d i t out, in 194 4 
the Hungaria n peopl e were give n th e opportunit y t o participat e person -
ally i n th e histori c events . Thu s th e numbe r o f Hungarian s involve d 
personally an d directl y i n th e deportation s cam e t o man y ten s o f thou -
sands: the gendarmes, the various officials, th e wagon driver s who trans -
ported th e Jews t o thei r concentratio n points , trainworkers , an d many , 
many others . Everythin g wa s don e openly , an d sinc e the Jews generall y 
lived in various streets in each town, many millions, even if not personally 
involved i n th e expulsio n o f th e Jews, were a t leas t eyewitnesse s t o th e 
terrible scene s enacte d befor e them . 

It ha s bee n sai d tha t "Th e Hungarian s wer e th e mos t bruta l o f Eu -
ropean nations . Suc h a  degre e o f bestiality , suc h a  lac k o f humanit y 
toward th e Jew s wa s no t show n b y an y natio n i n Europe . In  thi s field 
the Hungarian s surpasse d eve n th e infamou s Latvia n people." 176 

Eichmann state d a t hi s trial , "Th e Hungarian s virtuall y urge d u s t o 
relieve the m o f thei r Jew s Hungar y wa s th e onl y Europea n countr y 
to encourag e u s relentlessly . The y wer e neve r satisfie d wit h th e rat e o f 
the deportations ; n o matte r ho w muc h w e speede d i t up , the y alway s 
found u s too slow." 177 

In th e word s o f a n ora l historian , 

Rumania and Bulgaria had been occupied four years earlier than Hungary 
and even so, although thousands of Jews had been killed, Rumanian Jews 
survived at a much higher rate than Hungarian Jews, while the Bulgarian 
government did not allow the Jews to be deported at all. In the case of the 
Hungarian Jews the antecedents here sketched resulted in one of the most 
puzzling tragedies.178 

This attitud e prevaile d durin g th e deportatio n perio d a s well . Th e 
priests di d nothin g t o sav e th e Jews. Eve n i f w e assum e tha t th e priest s 

....
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were convinced tha t thei r secre t correspondence wit h th e government o n 
behalf o f th e convert s an d th e draf t o f th e Shepherds ' Epistl e the y ha d 
prepared t o protec t the m wer e act s require d o f the m i n defense o f thos e 
persecuted, w e ar e stil l confronte d b y a  contradiction : th e incitement , 
the ridiculing of those persecuted, and the rejoicing at their being removed 
were al l don e openly , ou t loud , an d eve n wit h a  thanksgiving servic e i n 
church. O n th e othe r hand , th e so-calle d protestin g voic e o f th e priest s 
was missin g fro m al l thos e place s wher e i t coul d hav e legitimatel y an d 
almost freel y expresse d itself . A s alread y noted , eve n th e microphone s 
were pu t ou t o f orde r whe n a  declaratio n wa s bein g mad e tha t migh t 
have bee n interprete d a s givin g som e suppor t t o th e Jews , eve n thoug h 
this was done only after the y had already been deported fro m th e smalle r 
towns an d fro m th e provinces . 

In contras t t o wha t happene d t o th e Jews, th e churc h cam e throug h 
the summe r o f 194 4 unscathed . A s Szenes put s it , 

The Roman Catholic church was strong, free and influential. Even in 1944, 
during th e perio d o f th e Germa n occupatio n o f Hungary , th e Catholi c 
church ha d abou t 5,00 0 churche s an d a  simila r numbe r o f priest s an d 
pulpits i n thos e churches , which a t th e time were the only places where 
the public could gather to hear what was said. In the 660 monasteries some 
twelve thousand monk s an d nun s lived an d worked . Th e administratio n 
of the church and its institutions, its schools and its social circles operated 
freely. Churc h newspaper s appeare d bot h i n Budapes t an d i n th e othe r 
towns. While the authorities were persecuting and oppressing all resistance 
. . . the church was completely untouched. 179 

Thus, ha d th e churche s an d thei r leader s wante d t o ac t i n a  human e 
fashion, the y coul d hav e don e s o wit h th e mean s a t thei r disposal . Bu t 
the churc h leader s mad e us e o f thei r powe r t o expres s thei r confidenc e 
in th e act s o f th e government , an d i n mos t o f thei r contact s wit h gov -
ernment representatives , the y besmirche d th e Jews . Thi s approac h wa s 
consistent throughou t th e perio d considere d i n thi s paper , fro m th e en d 
of the previous century. Were the leaders of the priests in agreement wit h 
the leader s o f th e Catholi c organization , Acti o Catholica ? Thi s organi -
zation, whic h wa s a n apolitica l federatio n o f al l th e Catholi c organiza -
tions, enjoyed th e support of the Synod of Bishops. The organization wa s 
headed b y a  leadin g bishop , an d th e bishop s an d othe r leadin g priest s 
played key roles in the activities undertaken b y it. l8° In an articl e writte n 
by one of the prominent leaders of the organization i n 1939 , he mentions 
various prohibition s concernin g th e Jews enforced b y popes an d churc h 
bodies ove r th e centuries , concludin g a s follows : "Thes e papa l decree s 
and synod resolutions have never been abrogated. Consequently , al l these 
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decrees ar e vali d t o thi s day." 181 Eve n i f ther e wer e priest s wh o di d no t 
fully agre e wit h th e content s o f thi s articl e an d wit h th e opinion s o f it s 
writer, hi s spiri t undoubtedl y hovere d ove r thei r activities . 

Certain Reforme d churc h circles met in the summer of 194 6 and agai n 
in 1947, and considered the stand adopted by their church and its attitude 
toward th e Jews i n th e Holocaus t period . Thes e circle s adopte d a  reso -
lution recognizin g th e responsibilit y o f th e churc h fo r th e event s o f th e 
Holocaust an d demandin g tha t th e church reques t the forgivenes s o f th e 
Jews. Ye t thi s attitud e di d no t reflec t th e officia l positio n o f th e church , 
and wa s eve n oppose d t o it . Th e unambiguou s respons e o f th e churc h 
was handed down swiftly. After the stand taken by these circles was made 
public, the priest s o f th e Reforme d churc h wer e calle d t o a  genera l con -
vention held in Budapest. The chairman o f the convention, who was als o 
the head of the Reformed churc h in Hungary, Bishop Ravasz, announced , 
"The Reforme d churc h ha s n o reaso n t o as k forgivenes s o f th e Jews fo r 
what befel l them." 182 Hi s statemen t wa s receive d wit h cheerin g round s 
of applause . 

There i s thu s n o reaso n t o b e surprise d a t ye t anothe r even t tha t 
demonstrates th e spiri t an d atmospher e o f th e period : 

As the lines of Jews were driven i n the drizzling rain throug h th e street s 
of the capital toward th e race tracks [wher e the Jews were concentrated] 
amid the abuse of their fellow citizens , a little girl of four , whose parents 
had previously been shot, strayed away from the column. An Arrow-Cross 
man grabbe d th e littl e thing and thre w he r bac k int o th e line with suc h 
vigor that she landed with her face on the muddy pavement, lacerating her 
skin. Th e onlookin g crow d greete d thi s fea t wit h laughter , roarin g it s 
approval.183 

To su m up : togethe r wit h th e lon g campaig n i n whic h thei r right s 
were denied , th e Jews wer e als o denie d thei r identit y a s huma n beings . 
Their delegitimatio n wen t hand i n hand wit h thei r dehumanization . Th e 
church and the priests were present throughout the delegitimizing process, 
and th e Hungaria n legislator s enjoye d thei r support . 
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Every conversio n fro m on e religio n t o anothe r mus t ste m fro m th e depth s 
of th e soul . Ther e exist s a  vas t chas m betwee n Judais m an d Christianity . 
. . . And so , th e churc h authoritie s hav e alway s promulgate d stric t rule s 
regarding th e conversio n o f Jews . Ye t thes e rule s wer e usefu l onl y o n oc -
casion, fo r ove r thousands o f year s Judaism becam e so materialistic tha t i f 
it desire s t o accep t th e pur e morality , th e restrainin g spirituality , an d th e 
tolerant an d pleasan t wa y o f lif e o f Christianity , i t wil l hav e t o giv e up it s 
features whic h ar e dictate d t o i t b y it s ver y blood . Th e Je w i s intereste d 
only i n thi s life , wherea s Christianit y put s it s emphasi s o n lif e afte r death . 
. . . The Jews are in need of special heavenly mercy to be able to comprehen d 
Christian morality , an d t o liv e accordingly." Hare,  Augus t 12 , 1944 , 5 . 
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114. Hungar y joine d th e three-wa y alliance , Germany-Italy-Japan , abou t tw o 
weeks afte r th e Telek i speech . I t ma y b e assume d tha t h e hinte d a t thi s 
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Green Shirts,  15 2 ff . 
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and eve r since , we and th e Jews have been livin g in two differen t worlds. " 
Uj Nemzedek,  Jun e 26 , 1944 , 5 . A  centra l figure  i n th e Roma n Catholi c 
church, th e directo r o f th e Colleg e o f St . Imr e Baboda , expresse d himsel f 
in a  simila r vein . I n an articl e he had publishe d i n the boo k A  New  Guide 
to Catholic  Writers,  whic h appeare d i n 1941 , he wrote , "Th e redeemin g 
blood o f Jesus serve s a s ranso m fo r al l an d atone s fo r all . The exception s 
to thi s rul e ar e those who d o no t lon g fo r th e bloo d o f Jesus a s redeemin g 
blood, bu t rathe r accep t the responsibility an d the curse for hi s crucifixion . 
. . . Every on e o f th e Jews i s to b e punished an d t o suffe r fo r thos e injurie s 
Jewry cause d th e Christia n nations. " Kis , Megjelolve, 219-20 . 
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ritorial claim s Hungar y ha d t o th e norther n province s o f Yugoslavia—i n 
return fo r th e participation o f Hungary i n the assault of Yugoslavia . Telek i 
was opposed . Bardossy , wh o wa s foreig n ministe r a t th e time , an d th e 
leaders o f th e arm y responde d t o Hitler' s call , an d th e Crow n Council , i n 
its session o f Apri l 2 , 1941 , agreed unanimousl y t o tak e par t i n the attac k 
on Yugoslavia . Telek i committe d suicid e th e followin g day , an d Bardoss i 
took hi s place a s prime minister . 

144. Katzburg , Hungary  and  the  Jews, 172 . 
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complained tha t Jew s drafte d int o th e wor k unit s wer e makin g advance s 



2 . ANTI-JEWIS H LEGISLATIO N 267 

to innocen t Hungaria n girl s who were living under difficul t economi c con -
ditions, and were persuading them to "take part in immoral activities . There 
were als o feature s tha t confirme d th e assumptio n tha t the y di d thes e act s 
not onl y becaus e o f thei r natura l carna l characteristics , bu t als o becaus e 
they hav e deliberatel y evi l thought s o f avengin g i n thi s wa y thei r force d 
participation i n th e labo r units. " Endr e wen t o n t o propos e th e enactin g 
of a  law or a  regulation t o facilitate th e castration o f recidivist wrongdoers . 
The prime minister' s office sen t the memorandum t o the ministry o f justic e 
with th e adde d commen t tha t th e proposa l shoul d b e included i n the thir d 
anti-Jewish bill. Karsai Elek, Fegyvertelenul Alltak Az  Aknamezokon  (The y 
Stood Disarme d i n th e Min e Fields ; hereafte r Karsai , Fegyvertelenul),  Bu -
dapest, 1962 , vol . 2 , 237-39 . 
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173. Katzburg , Hungary  and  the  Jews, 188 . 
174. Pesti  Hirlap,  Apri l 27 , 1939 , 5 . Fo r anothe r statemen t b y Glattfelde r se e 

Nemzeti Ujsag,  April 1 , 1939 , 1 . The then justic e minister , Tasnadi-Nagy , 
expressed himsel f similarl y i n th e debat e o n tha t bill , quotin g a t lengt h 
from a  declaration prepared by a parliamentary faction i n 1894, demanding 
the remova l o f th e Jew s fro m al l walk s o f life . "Th e politica l ai m o f th e 
Jews i s th e underminin g o f th e foundation s o f Christia n societ y an d th e 
economic and mora l destruction o f Christian nations . The pinnacle of thei r 
hopes is the collapse of Christian roya l dynasties and houses." The ministe r 
added, "W e hav e befor e u s a  stunnin g prophec y whic h foresa w th e Jew s 
joining th e destructiv e an d revolutionar y extremis t movements , an d th e 
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prophecy o f th e destructio n o f th e roya l house s i s taking plac e righ t no w 
before us. " Nemzeti  Ujsag,  March 8 , 1939 , 7 . See also Hitler' s statement : 
"The ai m o f Bolshevis m i s th e destructio n o f th e leadershi p headin g th e 
nation b y virtue o f it s blood ties , and replacin g the present leadership wit h 
Jewish elements. " Uj  Magyarsag, Novembe r 10 , 1936 , 3 . 

175. Kalla y wa s a  persona l frien d o f th e regent , Horthy . A t th e onse t o f hi s 
public caree r h e was activ e i n loca l governmen t and , amon g othe r things , 
filled the post of governor in his home province of Szabolcs . He specialize d 
in agricultur e an d economics , an d serve d a s ministe r o f agricultur e i n th e 
Gombos governmen t fro m Octobe r 1 , 1932 , to January 9 , 1935 . m  I 937 
Horthy appointed him commissioner of irrigation and flooding, and granted 
him membershi p i n th e Uppe r House . Braham , Politics  of  Genocide,  vol . 
1, 2 2 2 . 

176. Nemzeti  Ujsag,  March 14 , 1942 , 1 , 2 . 
177. Ibid. , 2—3 . In 195 4 Kalla y publishe d a n autobiograph y i n English . Fro m 

reading th e boo k on e get s th e impressio n tha t Kalla y trie d t o foo l th e 
Germans and to make life easier for the Jews. He quotes parts of his speech, 
adduced herein , an d explain s t o hi s reader s tha t i n referrin g t o th e wa r 
against communis m h e actually mean t hi s strong opposition t o Nazism. " I 
really meant by it that because we were Christians we could not be National 
Socialists, an d stil l les s Communists , sinc e bot h o f thos e ideologie s wer e 
opposed t o religion Neithe r coul d we accept racia l discrimination . Th e 
reference t o Christianit y implie d al l that. " Nichola s Kallay , Hungarian 
Premier (hereafte r Kallay , Hungarian Premier),  London , 1954 , 73. Kallay's 
claim presupposes th e ignorance or lack o f intelligence of hi s readers. Even 
if hi s secre t thought s ar e perhap s ope n t o speculation , ther e i s n o doub t 
about th e energ y h e expende d t o furthe r th e adoptio n o f th e legislativ e 
initiatives he presented t o Parliament . The facts were clear a t the time bot h 
to th e genera l Hungaria n publi c an d t o th e Jews . I t i s tru e tha t i n 194 3 
there were doubts a s to the political wisdom o f Hungary' s blin d adherenc e 
to the Axis powers. But this awakening cam e abou t afte r a  series of event s 
that clarifie d th e developin g cours e o f th e war—mos t prominen t amon g 
them, th e destructio n o f th e Hungaria n Secon d Arm y o n January 12—14 , 
1943, on th e Ukrainian plains . Kallay was force d t o see k a  way ou t o f th e 
war h e ha d supporte d a t th e tim e o f hi s appointmen t a s prim e minister , 
when Hitler and his forces were at the pinnacle of their achievements. When 
Kallay bega n t o see k route s o f communicatio n wit h th e Allies in th e west , 
it was convenien t fo r hi m tha t Jews were i n Hungary . The y coul d serv e a s 
an alib i fo r him , a s h e himsel f describe s matter s i n hi s book . However , 
there i s n o reaso n t o doub t th e honest y o f hi s intention s an d opinion s a s 
stated throughou t 194 2 (se e below, n . 222) . As for Kallay' s interpretatio n 
of hi s earlie r speech , on e ha s nee d o f a n overl y develope d imaginatio n t o 
assume tha t hi s audienc e i n Marc h 194 2 figured  tha t "th e easter n bar -
barism," whic h Kalla y attacke d vehementl y an d agains t whic h Hungar y 
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went t o war , wa s nothin g bu t "Naz i heresy. " I n hi s numerou s speeche s 
Kallay repeat s agai n an d agai n th e principl e o f Hungary' s loyalt y t o he r 
allies and th e importanc e o f th e struggle bein g waged agains t th e commo n 
foe. I n hi s speeche s ther e wer e unambiguou s undertaking s t o persever e i n 
the war effort agains t Communist Russi a fo r the sake of a  European victor y 
over th e commo n enem y i n th e east . I n hi s aforesai d self-interpretatio n 
Kallay goes on t o boast , " I d o no t wis h t o appea r immodest , bu t I  wonder 
where els e amon g th e suffering  nation s a  premie r answere d a  Germa n 
ultimatum b y suc h a  declaration , mad e unde r th e mos t publi c circumstan -
ces, a t tha t momen t whe n th e Germa n troop s wer e o n th e Caucusus. " A s 
already noted, Kallay explained hi s pro-German utterance s by claiming tha t 
he was force d t o ac t i n tha t wa y s o a s no t t o sti r u p Germa n doubt s a s t o 
the natur e o f hi s tru e outlook . Thi s approac h wa s commo n afte r th e war . 
In hi s boo k A  Year  without  End,  Mosh e Zandber g describe s hi s vulga r 
treatment o f the history teacher , who had tormented hi m afte r th e Germa n 
invasion o f Hungary . Abou t a  yea r afte r th e en d o f th e war , th e teache r 
came to him to apologize, claiming "that he was aware that he had insulte d 
me badly tw o year s ago , but I  must believ e him tha t h e had n o alternative , 
for th e fascist s wer e followin g hi m around , thinkin g h e was agains t them , 
and s o h e wa s force d t o behav e i n suc h a  wa y i n orde r t o deceiv e them. " 
Moshe Zandberg , A  Year  without End,  1 0 (in Hebrew). I t should b e note d 
that Kalla y wa s no t th e onl y Hungaria n leade r whos e opinion s wer e 
changed b y th e vicissitude s o f war . O n Jun e 2 2 Bisho p Ravas z spok e i n 
the Calvi n Squar e churc h i n Budapest , an d hi s talk wa s even broadcas t o n 
the stat e radio . I n hi s speec h h e said , "Thi s morning , whe n th e radi o 
announced th e outbreak o f wa r betwee n German y an d Russia , many Hun -
garians breathe d a  sig h o f relief : th e problem , whic h wa s ope n an d de -
manded a  solution , wa s finall y goin g t o b e solved . Th e Russia n threa t 
enveloped Europ e lik e a  nightmare . W e ar e finall y goin g t o b e ri d o f it! " 
When th e Hungaria n Secon d Arm y wa s poise d t o leav e fo r th e Russia n 
front i n Ma y 1942 , Ravas z addresse d th e soldier s "fightin g fo r th e justic e 
of God' s land , fo r th e Kingdo m o f Jesus , an d thu s fo r surviva l o n earth " 
in an open letter . Yet in November 194 3 Ravasz wrote, "The decisive facto r 
which ha s alway s guide d Hungaria n publi c opinio n i s a  tru e desir e fo r 
peace, fo r th e surviva l an d th e welfar e o f Europ e Th e momen t occa -
sionally comes , whe n on e ha s t o jum p fro m th e flamin g aircraft , fo r tha t 
is the onl y wa y t o survive. " Szenes , Befejezetlen Mult,  44 . 

178. Katzburg , Hungary and  the  Jews, 198 . For the Jewish Estate Expropriatio n 
law, se e ibid. , 191—200 . 

179. Nemzeti  Ujsag,  March 20 , 1942 , 1-4 . 
180. Ibid. , 4 . 
181. Ibid. , Marc h 21 , 1942, 5 , 6. 
182. Th e repor t appeare d i n a  pape r distribute d nationally , Reggeli  Ma-

gyarorszag, Marc h 31 , 1942, 5 . 
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183. Nemzeti  Ujsag,  Apri l 21 , 1942 , 1-3 . I n hi s book , mentione d abov e i n n . 
177, Kallay devoted a  single short sentence to explain his public announce -
ment o f th e deportatio n o f eigh t hundre d thousan d Jews : "I t als o mean t 
that th e 800,00 0 Jews woul d b e ther e [remai n i n Hungary ] unti l afte r th e 
war an d tha t unti l the n the y woul d no t b e harmed. " Kallay , Hungarian 
Premier, 99 . Ther e is , however , n o doub t a t al l tha t Kallay' s audience , 
which include d simpl e peopl e a s wel l a s member s o f Parliament , di d no t 
understand thi s litera l interpretatio n o f hi s announcement . Thi s ca n b e 
understood fro m th e comment s mad e b y thos e referrin g t o thi s sectio n o f 
his speech, which are adduced below. The German foreign office als o under-
stood Kallay' s announcemen t a s i t wa s worded . I n a  memorandu m pre -
sented to the German foreig n minister , Ribbentrop, by the deputy-secretar y 
of th e foreig n ministry , regardin g hi s meetin g with th e Hungaria n ambas -
sador in Berlin on October 2,1942, the deputy-secretary wrote, "I reminded 
Mr. Sztojay o f the statements regarding the Jewish question mad e by Prime 
Minister Kalla y i n hi s first  speech befor e th e Parliament . Thes e statement s 
had prove d tha t Prim e Ministe r Kalla y showe d a  specia l understandin g o f 
the solution of the Jewish question in our sense , and apparently was willing 
to solv e thi s proble m fo r Hungar y a s soo n a s possible. " Mendelsohn , Se-
lected Documents,  vol . 8 , 203-4 . 

184. Nemzeti  Ujsag,  May 30 , 1942 , 3 . 
185. Ibid. , June 6 , 1942 , 7 . The ide a o f deportin g th e Jews appear s agai n an d 

again from th e early 1920s , having been raised both b y various intellectual s 
and b y politicians . Se e Cohen, Illuminations,  33 3 (i n Hebrew) . 

186. Miklo s Gardos , Nemzetvesztok a  Nepbirosag Elott  (Th e Destroyers o f th e 
Nation befor e a  People' s Court ; hereafte r Gardos , Nemzetvesztok),  Bu -
dapest, 1971 , 135. 

187. Nemzeti  Ujsag,  June 6 , 1942 , 7 . 
188. Ibid. , June n , 1942 , 3 . 
189. Ibid . 
190. Ibid. , June 10 , 1942 , 5 . I n th e issu e tha t carrie d th e newspape r repor t o f 

the speec h delivere d b y th e ministe r o f agriculture , ther e als o appeare d 
Kallay's announcemen t a s give n t o th e parliamentar y correspondents : " I 
am satisfie d wit h th e debat e i n Parliament , fo r I  a m convince d tha t eve n 
those wh o criticize d thi s bil l ar e awar e o f it s importance. " 

191. Ibid. , Ma y 30 , 1942 , 3 . 
192. Ibid . 
193. Ibid. , June n , 1942 , 3 . 
194. Ibid . 
195. Ibid. , June 16 , 1942 , 2 . 
196. Ibid . 
197. Katzburg , Hungary  and  the  jews,  200 . 
198. I n 193 5 the churches owned over a  million hold  o f land . Nearly 9 0 percen t 

of thi s wa s owne d b y th e Catholi c church . Gergely , PPK,  373 . I t shoul d 
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be note d tha t th e Reforme d church—whic h a t th e tim e wa s i n possessio n 
of some one hundred thousan d hold  o f land—too k a  different approac h t o 
the so-calle d agraria n reform . I n th e summe r o f 193 9 th e Associatio n o f 
Spiritual Shepherd s o f th e Reforme d churc h hel d a  nationa l conventio n i n 
the tow n o f Cegled . Th e conventio n considere d th e importanc e o f a  jus t 
distribution o f agricultura l land . Th e mai n speake r a t th e conventio n wa s 
Bishop Ravasz : "W e ar e wel l awar e tha t i f w e wan t t o guarante e a  faire r 
income t o thos e wh o suffe r deprivation , w e mus t tak e i t fro m thos e wh o 
have to o much. " Th e newspape r reportin g o n th e conventio n explains , 
"Laszlo Ravas z undoubtedl y expresse d no t onl y th e view o f th e Reforme d 
church, bu t als o th e feeling s an d view s o f th e vas t majorit y o f Hungaria n 
public opinion Hi s deeply rooted Hungaria n audienc e well understand s 
that which the Bishop merely hinted at." Magyar Nemzet,  Augus t 29 , 1939, 
8. I f we take int o accoun t th e fac t tha t Ravasz' s speec h wa s delivere d on e 
short wee k afte r th e promulgation o f th e secon d anti-Jewis h law , we , too , 
shall succee d i n understandin g jus t wha t th e speake r wa s gettin g at , an d 
we wil l realiz e to whom th e bisho p wa s referrin g whe n h e spoke o f "thos e 
who hav e to o much. " 

199. Ibid. , 104 . The sessio n wa s hel d o n Ma y 16 , 1923 . 
200. Se e ibid. , 229 , 232 , 239 , 243 , 304 . 
201. Ibid. , 251 . The sessio n wa s hel d o n Octobe r 4 , 1938 . 
202. Ibid. , 260 . The protoco l i s dated Januar y 13 , 1939 . 
203. Ibid. , 275 . The protoco l i s dated Octobe r 16 , 1940 . 
204. Reggeli  Magyarorszag,  Octobe r 5 , 1943 , 5 . 
205. Nemzeti  Ujsag,  March 20 , 1942 , 3 , 4 . 
206. Ibid. , 4 . 
207. Ibid. , June 10 , 1942 , 5 . 
208. Ibid. , Marc h 14 , 1942 , 3 . 
209. Ibid. , Ma y 5 , 1942 , 3 . 
210. Ibid . 
211. Ibid. , Marc h 20 , 1942 , 1 . 
212. Venetianer , Zsidosag,  20-21 . Th e existenc e shoul d b e note d o f commo n 

ground share d b y th e leader s o f th e Catholi c an d Evangelica l churche s 
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to thei r judgment , i s the sam e a s to oppres s God' s churc h an d t o exal t th e 
synagogue o f Satan. " Malcol m Hay , Thy  Brother's  Blood,  35 . The Thir d 
Lateran Council , whic h convene d unde r th e leadershi p o f Pop e Alexande r 
III in 1179 , strengthened th e earlier church prohibitio n o f the employmen t 
of Christian s b y Jews . Freeman , Intolerance,  23 . A t th e Fourt h Latera n 
Council in 1215 , under the leadership of Pope Innocent III , the employment 
of Christian s b y Jew s an d th e employmen t o f Jew s i n publi c offic e wer e 
prohibited, "sinc e i t is quite absurd tha t any who blaspheme agains t Chris t 
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should hav e powe r ove r Christian s W e forbi d tha t Jew s b e give n 
preferment i n publi c offic e sinc e thi s offer s the m th e pretex t t o ven t thei r 
wrath agains t Christians. " Ibid . St . Thomas Aquinas , a  thirteenth-centur y 
Christian theologian , ruled , "I t woul d b e unreasonabl e t o permi t th e 
Jews, i n a  Christia n state , t o exercis e th e function s o f government , there -
by subjectin g Catholic s t o thei r authority. " Ibid. , 4 . Pop e Eugen e I V 
ruled i n 1442 , "Christian s shal l no t allo w Jew s t o hol d civi l hono r ove r 
Christians." Ibid. , 27 . Cardina l Sered i wa s als o abl e t o rel y o n th e doc -
trine postulate d b y a  know n extrem e antisemit e o f hi s ow n generation , 
Karoly Wolf , th e leade r o f th e antisemiti c Christia n party , wh o ha d de -
clared, "W e mus t guarante e th e economi c supremac y o f Hungaria n Chris -
tians W e d o no t desir e t o se e ou r Christia n colleague s i n a n inferio r 
position." Magyarsag,  Jul y 2 , 1933 , 4 . Th e Evangelica l churc h too k a 
stand identica l wit h tha t o f th e Catholi c church . I n a  circula r th e churc h 
distributed amon g it s pastor s o n Jul y 10 , 1944 , i t reporte d it s appea l t o 
the governmen t wit h regar d t o th e converts . On e o f it s demand s wa s "t o 
remove Jewis h convert s fro m th e influenc e o f th e Jewis h Counci l A s 
long a s the y ar e unde r th e influenc e o f th e Jewish Council , the y ar e liabl e 
to b e persecuted, mocked , ridiculed , an d oppressed. " Karsai , Vadirat,  vol . 
3, 130-31 . 
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Jews no t b e wage d "beyon d th e border s dictate d b y th e law s o f nature, " 
i.e., tha t a s long a s the struggl e i s waged withi n "th e law s o f nature, " i t i s 
not to be condemned. The nuncio could have relied upon the ancient church 
approach expresse d i n the words o f Pop e Innocen t III , who rule d i n 1199 : 
"Although th e Jewis h perfid y i s i n ever y wa y worth y o f condemnation , 
nevertheless, becaus e throug h the m th e trut h o f ou r ow n fait h i s proved , 
they are not to be severely oppressed by the faithful." Freeman , Intolerance, 
21. "Christia n tradition.. . asserts that the Jews may live among the Chris -
tians a s a  degrade d an d inferio r clas s s o tha t th e faithfu l Christia n ma y 
observe th e fat e o f thos e wh o ar e guilt y o f deicid e an d wh o stubbornl y 
refuse t o accep t the true religion." Y . Katz, From Prejudice  to  Destruction 
(hereafter Katz , Prejudice),  Cambridge , Mass. , 1980 , 20 . A  simila r ap -
proach is revealed by a comment made by Bishop Ravasz. After hi s speeches 
in th e Uppe r Hous e favorin g th e adoptio n o f th e secon d anti-Jewis h law , 
he adde d a n appea l t o th e governmen t "t o sho w delicac y an d goodwill , 
together wit h th e strong ar m i t applies in executing the law." Pesti  Hirlap, 
April 18 , 1939 , 3 . 
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government circles . I n it s sessio n o f Augus t 22 , 1944 , th e governmen t 
discussed practica l way s o f deportin g a  quarter o f a  million Budapes t Jews 
and sough t a  way to do so without makin g unnecessary noise . The interio r 
minister said , "Th e numbe r o f convert s i n th e Budapes t are a i s abou t 
20,000. Th e ide a i s tha t b y refrainin g fro m deportin g th e converts , 
the deportatio n o f th e othe r Jew s wil l b e mad e possible. " Ibid. , vol . 3 , 
329. 
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Church), Quadrant , Sydney , Australia , May-Jun e 1966 , 69 . 
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Jerusalem o n Apri l 23 , 1985 . Th e bishop s quote d expresse d a n opinio n 
acceptable in Christian theology , and here are a number o f examples: "Th e 
statement b y Dietrich Bonhoeffe r [ a German theologian , anti-Naz i fighter, 
and victi m o f th e Naz i regime ] prove s ho w dee p th e root s o f anti-Jewis h 
prejudice are , eve n amon g th e bes t Christia n theologians . Th e followin g 
excerpt i s taken fro m a  lecture he delivered i n April 1933 : 'The steps take n 
by the stat e agains t th e Jews—on Apri l 1s t a  boycot t wa s declare d agains t 
Jewry—are linke d wit h th e churc h i n a  specia l way . I n the churc h o f Jesu s 
the concep t neve r fade d o f "th e chose n people " wh o crucifie d th e Savio r 
of th e world , havin g t o bea r th e curs e resultin g fro m it s action s b y mean s 
of a  long history o f suffering. ' "  Charlott e Klein , Anti-Judaism in  Christian 
Theology (hereafte r Klein , Anti-Judaism),  Philadelphia , 1957 , 118 . Th e 
German Archbisho p Groebe r distribute d a  Shepherds ' Epistl e i n March o f 
1941. In his letter he made use of numerous antisemitic expressions, accused 
the Jews of crucifying Jesus, and added, "the self-imposed curs e of the Jews, 
'His bloo d b e upon u s and upo n ou r children, ' ha s come true terribly unti l 
the presen t time. " Gunter Lewy , The  Catholic  Church  and  Nazi  Germany 
(hereafter Lewy , Church  and  Germany),  Ne w York , 1964 , 294 . Se e als o 
Gutterridge, Open  Thy  Mouth,  71 . 

90. Szenes , Befejezetlen  Mult,  139 . 
91. Ibid. , 145 , and se e also Levai , Black  Book,  207 . 
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many expression s voice d i n Hungar y ove r th e lon g year s i n th e spiri t o f 
Seredi's statement , w e wil l not e her e onl y one . A n antisemiti c membe r o f 
Parliament proposed i n 1939 , "If negative economic features appear , i t will 
be desirable to declare the collective responsibility of the Jews." Magyarsag, 
February 4 , 1939 , 6 . 

96. A  Hungarian historian , Istvan Bibo, wrote in the fall of 1948 , "Even durin g 
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change thei r stan d relativ e t o th e governmen t an d governmen t official s 
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the Hungarian periodica l Valasz  (Response ) under the heading "The Jewish 
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to Seredi , se e Karsai , Vadirat,  vol . 3 , 9-10. Raffay' s appea l i s dated Jun e 
27,1944. For Seredi's negative reply, see ibid., n  1—12 . In his reply rejectin g 
the proposal of cooperation, Seredi writes that even without this intrachurch 
cooperation, "w e ar e succeedin g i n achievin g ou r aim. " 
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churches di d no t hav e t o reques t advanc e authorizatio n fo r thei r publica -
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with one copy of whatever they printed. And so, the manager of the printing 
house presente d a  cop y o f th e lette r t o th e attorney-general' s offic e i n 
Esztergom, wher e th e cardina l ha d hi s residence . Th e attorney-genera l 
passed the lette r along to his superiors. Ibid. , 211 . There i s another versio n 
that claim s tha t th e manage r o f th e loca l pos t office , ou t o f curiosity , 
examined th e content s o f on e o f th e envelopes given hi m b y the cardinal' s 
office fo r posting . Whe n h e discovere d th e natur e o f th e content s o f th e 
envelope he reported thi s to his superiors. The ministe r o f trad e an d trans -
port awarde d th e diligen t pos t offic e manage r a  monetary priz e o f a  thou -
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106. Kis , Megjelolve, 234 . 
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Mindszenty—who becam e cardinal afte r th e death o f Seredi , wrote a  boo k 
called My Memoirs  afte r th e war. I n his book h e claims that neithe r he no r 
the Francisca n fria r wa s awar e o f th e ai m o f th e praye r sessio n organize d 
by th e Arrow-Cros s party . I t i s difficul t t o imagin e tha t th e leade r o f th e 
Arrow-Cross part y neglecte d t o infor m th e Francisca n fria r o f th e ai m o f 
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especially sinc e the y announce d bot h th e servic e an d it s ai m i n flier s dis -
tributed i n advanc e throughou t th e tow n o f Veszprem . Moreover , th e or -
ganization of public prayer sessions in cathedrals was not an everyday affair , 
nor wa s i t th e jo b o f th e leader s o f th e Arrow-Cros s party . I t i s no t rea -
sonable tha t the priest in charge made no inquirie s o f th e organizers o f th e 
service a s t o jus t wha t the y wante d t o giv e thank s for . Th e bisho p als o 
claims tha t i n th e en d th e thanksgivin g praye r wa s no t hel d a t all . Thi s 
claim i s disproved bot h b y Veesenmayer' s repor t an d b y th e testimon y o f 
Veszprem resident s wh o remembe r th e holding o f th e thanksgivin g praye r 
session clearly . Kis , Megjelolve,  234-36 . 

108. Karsai , Vadirat,  vol . 3 , 63. 
109. I n his telegram to Berlin of July 6, Veesenmayer himself raises the possibility 

that th e deterioration o f th e military situatio n wa s on e o f th e reasons wh y 
the Hungarian governmen t decided to put an end to the deportations. Ibid. , 
vol. 3 , 81-82 . 
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i n . Ibid. , vol. 3, 81—82. It is a reasonable assumption that the decoded telegram s 

were presen t i n th e backgroun d o f Imredi' s speech , delivere d a  fe w day s 
after h e ha d hear d o f them . I n hi s speec h h e attempte d t o evad e bot h th e 
responsibility o f th e Hungarian s i n genera l an d hi s ow n persona l respon -
sibility in particular fo r th e treatment the Hungarians gav e the Jews. "Con -
trary t o the pernicious rumor s bein g sprea d outsid e ou r borders , i t may b e 
stated certainl y tha t no t a  drop o f Jewish bloo d ha s bee n spilt—neithe r b y 
the authorities nor by any Hungarian individual. " Nemzetor, Jul y 14 , 1944, 
2. 

112. Karsai , Vadirat,  vol . 3,80. With regard to the reasons for the cessation of the 
deportations many theories have been raised since the war. The accepted as-
sumption i s that they were stopped a s a result of the intervention o f neutra l 
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light of the material in this book, it is more likely that the Hungarian leader s 
were alarmed—simply alarmed—b y th e contents o f the decoded telegrams . 
Support for this assumption can be found in the fact that the Hungarian lead -
ers completely ignore d al l the warnings and appeal s made to them from th e 
time of the German invasion until these telegrams arrived and indicated tha t 
they were in the future t o be tried for their deeds. 

113. Levai , Black Book,  161 , 182-84. Late r on the authorities put of f th e targe t 
date unti l June 24 . See also Karsai , Vadirat,  vol . 2, 113-18 , 162—66 , 187— 
94, 203-22, 279-83, 290-308, 344-48. The Hungarian authorities treated 
the BBC threats seriously . I n a  document prepare d b y the Commissio n fo r 
Housing Affair s i n the Capital , which deal s with th e location o f the ghetto , 
there appea r th e consideration s regardin g th e concentratio n o f th e Jewis h 
residences. "I t i s not desirabl e fo r broa d residentia l area s t o b e cleare d o f 
Jews, fo r i n cas e o f a  terroris t attac k fro m th e ai r th e Christia n resident s 
of thes e area s wil l b e subjecte d t o bombin g fro m th e air , wherea s th e 
residents o f th e ghett o wil l b e spare d them. " Ibid. , vol . 1 , 302 . Anothe r 
consideration in determining "the Jewish buildings" appears in a newspaper 
article proposing "that it be taken into consideration tha t modern, favorabl y 
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'Jewish buildings ' shoul d b e thos e whic h ar e locate d o n sid e streets , old , 
neglected building s or , o n th e othe r hand , moder n residentia l building s 
where rent s ar e highest. " Ibid. , vol . 2 , 191 . 

114. Ibid. , vol . 2 , 238 . Th e home s o f Jew s no w evacuate d wer e place d a t th e 
disposal o f thos e Christian s wh o wer e compelle d t o evacuat e thei r apart -
ments a s a  resul t o f thei r bein g designate d Jewis h buildings , o r a t th e 
disposal o f thos e Christia n familie s whos e apartment s ha d bee n destroye d 
in Allie d bombing s fro m th e air . Th e Jewis h evacuee s wer e t o prepar e 
inventories o f th e contents o f thei r apartments , an d wer e permitted t o tak e 
with the m onl y a  minima l amoun t o f vita l clothing . Ibid. , vol . 2 , 164 . 
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115. Ibid. , vol . 2 , 316-17 . 
116. Ibid. , vol . 3 , 114 . 
117. Ibid. , vol . 3 , 329 . Separatin g th e convert s fro m th e Jews take s o n fatefu l 

significance i n ligh t o f Jaross' s statemen t quote d here . H e woul d see m t o 
have bee n inspire d b y th e approac h adopte d b y th e priesthood , whic h 
consistently demande d tha t i n ever y cas e th e Jews an d th e convert s wer e 
to b e separated . Th e followin g episode , which migh t b e considered comi c 
were it not for the tragic element it contains, can serve to illustrate the rigid 
stance take n b y the priest s wit h regar d t o th e separatio n o f convert s fro m 
Jews. Representatives of the organization of converts were brought urgentl y 
to th e interio r ministr y o n Jul y 3 1 a t 4  P.M . A  prominen t officia l o f th e 
ministry an d a  gendarmerie office r i n charg e o f dealin g with th e Jews tol d 
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While th e home s o f th e convert s wer e als o t o b e marke d b y a  yellow Sta r 
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Jews b y mean s o f a  cross t o b e affixed ove r th e yellow Sta r o f David . Th e 
transfer o f th e thousand s o f converts—wh o ha d jus t crowde d int o thei r 
new apartments—wa s t o b e carrie d ou t i n si x days , b y 8  P.M . o n Augus t 
6. Whe n th e representative s o f th e convert s trie d t o protest , pointin g ou t 
the physica l difficult y i n carryin g ou t thi s decree , th e governmen t repre -
sentatives expresse d thei r astonishmen t a t th e converts ' representatives ' 
reservation, claimin g tha t th e ver y separatio n o f thei r residentia l quarter s 
resulted from th e request made by the priests and the pressure they brough t 
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of th e convert s wer e t o b e satisfie d an d gratefu l fo r th e government' s ac -
quiescing with th e reques t o f th e priesthood an d agreein g to carr y ou t thi s 
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Szinai, Confidential  Papers),  Budapest , 1965 , 150 . To Hitle r h e wrot e o n 
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of the Jews and since then appropriat e measure s were taken b y me to forc e 
back thei r influence. " Ibid. , 249 . I n a  tal k wit h Veesenmaye r o n Jul y 4 , 
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of Convert s i n th e summe r o f 1944 , and wh o wa s directl y responsibl e fo r 
handing over the repor t t o Horthy . We also learn tha t Horth y receive d th e 
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clausus," 47 ; an d studen t antisemitism , 
58; "Te n Commandments, " 4 3 

United Christia n League , 3 4 
United Christia n party , 101 , 102 , 13 4 

United Nationa l Christia n League , 34 , 37 , 
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legislation, 81 , 85—86, 91, 92, 99 , 102 , 
106—19, 135—36 , 190 ; churc h leader s 
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