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Introduction 
Race Relations and the Invisible Jew 

There ar e case s where succes s i s a  tragedy . 
—Abraham Cahan , The  Rise of David Levinsky 

[T]here i s nothing s o indigenous , s o 'mad e i n America ' a s we. 
—W. E . B . D u Bois , Dusk  of  Dawn 

Since th e earl y 1970s , th e relationshi p betwee n Black s an d Jews 
has bee n th e subjec t o f a  substantial amoun t o f scholarly attention , no t leas t 
because o f th e conflict s betwee n th e tw o group s tha t cam e t o th e surfac e 
in th e 1960s . Durin g thi s period , long-standin g difference s ove r suc h issue s 
as community contro l o f school districts , racia l preferences , th e rol e o f Israel 
in worl d politics , ope n admission s a t universities , an d th e anti-Semitis m o f 
some controversia l Blac k leader s bega n t o outweig h th e mutuall y perceive d 
common interest s tha t ha d fo r decade s worke d t o cemen t cooperatio n be -
tween significan t segment s o f bot h groups. 1 

In ligh t o f thes e developments , i t i s no t har d t o se e wh y scholar s i n 
search o f a  bette r understandin g o f th e relationshi p betwee n Black s an d 
Jews continu e t o se e thi s histor y i n th e framewor k o f allianc e an d conflict . 
Jonathan Kaufma n epitomize s thi s predispositio n i n hi s 198 8 boo k Broken 
Alliance: The  Turbulent  Times  between  Blacks  and  Jews in  America,  i n whic h 
he lament s tha t throughou t hi s volum e "run s a  remembranc e o f a  tim e 
when grea t change s seeme d possibl e an d peopl e embrace d alliance s an d 
coalitions—and puzzlemen t an d sadnes s tha t politic s an d persona l relation -
ships hav e toda y becom e polarize d an d fragmented." 2 Eve n Murra y Fried -
man, a  write r wh o view s th e prospect s fo r a  futur e Black-Jewis h allianc e 
with a n unusua l degre e o f ambivalence , confesse s i n hi s 199 5 boo k What 
Went Wrong:  The  Creation  and  Collapse  of the Black-Jewish Alliance, " I d o no t 

1 
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pretend t o b e neutra l o n th e subjec t o f th e Black-Jewis h alliance ; i t ha s 
meant s o muc h t o m e fo r s o long." 3 

The framewor k o f allianc e an d conflic t has , a t times , bee n a  usefu l wa y 
of thinkin g abou t th e pas t an d ha s resulte d i n perhap s th e mos t extensiv e 
body o f knowledge o n th e interactio n o f two America n ethni c group s tha t 
we no w possess . Bu t thi s approac h ha s carrie d wit h i t a  numbe r o f limi -
tations traceabl e t o th e highl y conteste d an d extremel y volatil e natur e o f 
race relations . I n writin g abou t Black s an d Jews, man y historian s hav e bee n 
unwilling t o relinquis h som e standar d an d highl y value d presumption s 
about whit e racis m an d it s impact o n Black s an d hav e therefor e approache d 
the subjec t o f Black s an d Jew s a s merel y a n extensio n o f th e stud y o f 
relations betwee n Black s an d whites . Needles s t o say , thi s historiographica l 
dynamic ha s resulte d i n a n interestin g an d disturbin g irony . Th e inclinatio n 
has bee n t o interpre t th e behavio r o f both Black s an d Jews a s typical o f th e 
broader pattern s tha t hav e characterize d rac e relation s i n th e Unite d States , 
lacking an y o f th e extraordinar y characte r that , on e woul d presume , ha d 
originally draw n s o man y writer s t o th e subjec t i n th e firs t place . Specifi -
cally, ther e ha s bee n a n apparen t unwillingnes s o n th e par t o f historian s t o 
explore th e reason s fo r an d th e meanin g o f what , considerin g th e legac y 
of whit e racis m i n th e Unite d States , appear s t o hav e bee n a n unusuall y 
high degre e o f sympath y towar d Black s withi n Jewis h circle s and , o n th e 
other hand , considerin g th e genera l declin e o f anti-Semiti c attitudes , a  sur -
prising an d persistentl y hig h leve l o f anti-Semitis m amon g Blac k Ameri -
cans. Historian s strainin g unde r th e pressur e o f contemporary racia l politic s 
have sough t t o smoot h ove r a  histor y characterize d b y th e peculia r un -
evenness an d unpredictabilit y o f huma n interactio n an d hav e engage d i n a 
considerable amoun t o f scholarl y acrobatic s i n orde r t o d o so . Th e resul t 
has bee n a  series o f interpretations tha t redefin e benevolen t Jewish attitude s 
toward Black s a s primaril y motivate d b y self-interes t and , t o tha t extent , 
not markedl y distinc t fro m th e racis t attitude s o f th e large r whit e society . 
Black anti-Semitism , withi n thi s scholarl y paradigm , ha s becom e onl y th e 
most voca l manifestatio n o f a  largel y justifie d animosit y towar d whites . 
Rober t Weisbor d an d Arthu r Stein' s Bittersweet  Encounter  wa s th e firs t at -
tempt t o surve y th e histor y o f Black s an d Jews i n th e wak e o f th e tumul t 
of th e lat e 1960 s an d i s typica l o f thi s approach . Th e centra l purpos e o f 
this book , a s state d b y it s authors , i s t o prov e tha t "th e racis m o f man y 
Jews i s inseparable—and indistinguishabl e from—whit e America n racism. " 
The author s clai m tha t Blac k anti-Semitis m ha s bee n wildl y exaggerate d 
and conclud e thei r volum e b y assertin g that American Jews hav e been equa l 
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partners wit h whit e gentile s i n America' s racis t past . "Th e Jewis h com -
munity i s face d wit h th e challengin g tas k o f marshalin g it s considerabl e 
resources an d energie s t o assis t th e Blac k man' s ques t fo r freedo m an d 
equality," th e author s write . "Fo r i t ha s bee n tru e o f American Jewry .  . . 
that whe n al l is said an d done , mor e ha s been sai d tha n done." 4 

The difficultie s tha t ste m from squeezin g th e histor y o f Blacks and Jews 
into th e familia r patter n o f white racis m an d Black victimizatio n ar e two -
fold. First , th e impropriet y involve s forcin g Blac k histor y int o a  paradigm 
that denie s th e fullnes s o f Blac k humanit y an d th e ric h textur e o f Blac k 
life—the failure , i n the words of Ralph Ellison, to recognize that "Negroe s 
have mad e a  lif e upo n th e horn s o f th e whit e man' s dilemma. " Second , 
and mor e t o th e poin t fo r th e purpose s o f thi s book , consignin g Jews t o 
the role of white oppresso r obscures their unique approach to race relations 
and, b y extension , America n lif e i n general . I t i s th e absenc e o f an y sus -
tained o r consisten t analysi s abou t wha t th e distinctiv e Jewish postur e to -
ward Blacks tells us about American Jews that this book attempts to address. 
American Jews of all backgrounds seemed singularly drawn to the enormit y 
of the rac e questio n throughou t th e postwa r period . B y explorin g th e at -
titudes o f Jews whil e the y wer e engage d i n a  numbe r o f specifi c racia l 
episodes—desegregation i n the South , integratio n effort s i n the North , th e 
ascendance o f certain Blac k writers , an d th e adven t o f Black Power—i t i s 
possible t o construc t a  foundation fo r understandin g America n Jewish life . 
This analysi s attempt s t o uncove r th e reason s wh y Jews go t involve d i n 
Black affair s i n suc h a  large way , wha t th e implication s o f thei r particula r 
involvement ha s been i n term s o f Jewish culture , an d wha t al l o f thi s ca n 
tell u s abou t America n Jews an d thei r live s today . I n thi s sense , th e stud y 
is an exercis e i n self-reflection , usin g Jewish thinkin g abou t Blac k Ameri -
cans t o illuminat e th e ofte n comple x amalga m o f emotions , memories , 
presumptions, an d belief s tha t constitut e Jewish identity . 

The necessity of rescuing Jewish history from th e mantra of white racism 
becomes manifes t whe n on e consider s th e intensit y o f th e effor t t o sub -
merge Jewish particularity . Sinc e the late 1960 s a generation o f scholars has 
carved ou t career s documenting th e nature o f America's "colo r line," a so-
cial phenomenon eve n those possessing only the most rudimentary knowl -
edge of America's racist past should be generally familiar with. I t is no won -
der tha t thi s scholarl y endeavo r ha s born e enormou s fruit , wit h radica l 
historians an d activist s suc h a s Vin e DeLoria , Rober t Blauner , Stephe n 
Steinberg, Ro n Takaki , Michae l Omi , an d Howar d Winan t generall y suc-
ceeding ove r th e pas t three decade s in establishin g th e separatio n o f Blacks 
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and white s a s the ke y t o understandin g America n pluralism . Wit h th e wor k 
of thes e authors , th e ide a tha t th e experienc e o f Europea n immigran t 
groups i n th e Unite d State s ha s bee n categoricall y differen t fro m th e expe -
rience o f Blacks, insofa r a s access t o powe r an d economi c opportunitie s ar e 
concerned, ha s becom e thoroughl y ensconced. 5 Th e catchphras e o f thi s 
scholarly perspectiv e i s "whit e ski n privilege, " a n allusio n t o wha t thes e 
critics believe ha s been a  permanent advantag e enjoye d b y Europea n ethni c 
groups ove r dark-skinne d American s i n makin g thei r wa y t o middle-clas s 
respectability. 

Such scholarl y revisionis m wa s originall y a  reaction t o th e movemen t o f 
liberal socia l scientists in the earl y 1960 s toward a  cultural explanation for th e 
inferior socioeconomi c statu s o f Blacks an d othe r similarl y deprive d minor -
ity groups . Whil e th e "cultur e o f poverty" explanatio n fo r th e failur e o f th e 
underclass t o improv e thei r lo t ca n b e trace d t o Osca r Lewis , th e scholarl y 
debate has been focused rathe r myopically o n the work o f Nathan Glaze r an d 
Daniel Patric k Moyniha n i n thei r semina l tract , Beyond  the  Melting Pot,  an d 
other writings. 6 Glaze r an d Moyniha n argue d tha t continuin g Blac k depri -
vation wa s a  functio n largel y o f Blac k cultura l deficiencie s resultin g fro m 
centuries o f slaver y an d racia l discrimination . I n th e optimisti c ligh t o f th e 
postwar civi l right s legislation , Glaze r an d Moyniha n interprete d th e ongo -
ing Blac k migratio n t o Norther n citie s a s similar t o th e earlie r migratio n o f 
European immigran t groups . Fo r thes e theorists , whe n Blac k American s 
could find thei r footing i n the urban milieu , developin g strong institutions o f 
self-help, a  more stabl e family life , an d politica l unity , the y would eventuall y 
take thei r place a s equal partners i n a  culturally divers e urba n system . 

By contrast , rathe r tha n seein g Blac k American s a s havin g share d a n 
urban experienc e simila r to , i f somewha t mor e difficul t than , tha t experi -
enced b y th e wid e variet y o f European immigrants , th e radica l scholar s se e 
Blacks, an d i n som e instance s othe r raciall y distinc t group s suc h a s Amer -
ican Indians , a s havin g bee n th e victim s o f interna l "colonialism. " Rac e 
prejudice thoroughl y shu t thes e communitie s ou t o f th e mos t importan t 
opportunities an d deprive d them—throug h legal , cultural , an d economi c 
discrimination—of thei r abilit y t o compet e fo r opportunitie s o n a n equa l 
basis agains t whites . Fo r thes e scholars , ethni c white s ma y hav e participate d 
in competitio n wit h eac h other , bu t th e boundarie s tha t separate d the m 
with regar d t o residentia l communities , marriage , politica l power , an d em -
ployment wer e fa r mor e permeabl e tha n th e racia l boundar y tha t exclude d 
Blacks. Fro m thi s perspective , i t i s the "colo r line, " th e disenfranchisemen t 
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of Blac k Americans , tha t i s th e mos t fundamenta l an d endurin g fac t o f 
America's grou p lif e i n th e twentiet h century , no t th e marginall y significan t 
cultural distinction s amon g whit e ethni c groups . 

The disastrou s implication s o f radica l scholarshi p i n term s o f America n 
Jewish histor y ca n b e see n i n th e wor k o f th e prominen t sociologis t Ste -
phen Steinberg . Professo r Steinber g ha s devote d th e bette r par t o f hi s 
twenty-five-year caree r t o provin g tha t th e importanc e give n t o cultur e 
and ethnicit y i n explainin g socia l stratificatio n amon g America n ethni c 
groups i s al l par t o f a n elaborat e racis t myth . I n hi s highl y regarde d 198 9 
book The  Ethnic  Myth,  Steinber g se t ou t t o prov e tha t th e succes s o f whit e 
ethnic group s i n suc h area s a s politics , industry , labor , an d educatio n ha s 
been fa r mor e attributabl e t o favorabl e socia l an d economi c circumstance s 
than t o anythin g havin g t o d o wit h cultura l habits , customs , o r beliefs . Fo r 
example, Steinber g insist s tha t "Jewis h succes s i n Americ a wa s a  matte r o f 
historical timing . .  . .  [T]her e wa s a  fortuitou s matc h betwee n th e experi -
ence an d skill s o f Jewish immigrants , o n th e on e hand , an d th e manpowe r 
needs an d opportunit y structure s o n th e other." 7 Fo r Steinberg , no t onl y 
were distinctiv e ethni c culture s relativel y insignifican t fo r th e advancemen t 
of whit e ethni c groups , bu t th e variation s i n economi c an d socia l mobilit y 
between whit e ethni c group s owe d almos t nothin g t o cultura l attitudes . I n 
an earlie r book , The  Academic  Melting  Pot,  Steinber g argue d tha t th e differ -
ences i n th e level s o f succes s achieve d b y Italia n Catholic s an d Jew s i n 
higher educatio n throug h th e 1970 s wer e du e primaril y t o th e highl y dis -
parate socia l an d economi c experience s o f bot h immigran t groups , rathe r 
than t o distinctiv e grou p attitude s towar d education . Accordingly , whil e 
Russian Jew s ha d "ric h intellectua l traditions , i t i s als o tru e tha t .  . .  the y 
were heavil y concentrate d i n middle-clas s occupations, " whic h fostere d a n 
absorption o f th e middle-clas s respec t fo r education . B y contrast , Souther n 
Italians wer e antagonisti c towar d educatio n becaus e the y cam e t o Americ a 
as peasant s tie d t o th e soil , wit h limite d expectation s fo r advancement . I n 
other words , America n Jew s "di d no t becom e middle-clas s an d produc e a 
class o f scholars becaus e the y place d a  special value o n learning , bu t becaus e 
they wer e middle-clas s first , an d the n adopte d educatio n a s a  componen t 
of middle-clas s values." 8 

Scholars lik e Steinber g mak e n o secre t o f th e motivatio n behin d thei r 
efforts t o virtuall y extinguis h ethni c cultur e a s a  significan t facto r i n ex -
plaining America' s ethnoracia l hierarchy . Thes e effort s ste m fro m th e con -
viction tha t whit e racis m i s an endurin g an d immutabl e featur e o f America n 
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life tha t ca n be combate d onl y by th e permanen t institutio n o f racial pref-
erences. Wherea s earlie r i n th e centur y socia l scientist s ha d use d th e pre -
sumed biologica l inferiorit y o f Black s a s a  wa y t o excus e whit e racism , 
many radica l scholar s fee l tha t toda y th e explanatio n o f cultural deficienc y 
is used b y som e socia l scientists , an d other s i n th e spher e o f public policy , 
to excus e persisten t whit e racism . 

That Steinber g ha s had th e expansio n o f affirmative actio n o n hi s mind 
all along is evinced in a later volume in which he finally reveals the ultimate 
goal behin d denyin g th e importanc e o f cultura l difference s i n America n 
life. Steinberg' s attemp t t o prove tha t Blacks continue t o face a  unique an d 
debilitating leve l o f discrimination i n Turning  Back: The Retreat from Racial 
Justice in American Thought and Politics i s apparentl y motivate d b y hi s per -
ception tha t th e syste m o f race preferences i s under attack. 9 Reflecting th e 
extreme cultura l relativis m tha t inform s s o muc h o f the literatur e o n rac e 
today, Steinber g admit s tha t h e i s deeply offende d b y suggestions tha t cer -
tain group s posses s cultura l trait s tha t resul t i n greate r economi c succes s 
than certai n othe r groups . Ther e i s somethin g wron g wit h presupposin g 
that "w e hav e qualitie s tha t the y ar e lacking, " Steinber g insists , an d hi s 
logic fo r doin g s o i s simple . I f i t ca n b e show n tha t al l whit e Europea n 
immigrant group s ha d more o r less equal access to economi c opportunitie s 
from which Blacks were excluded, then the present system of compensatory 
treatment base d o n rac e i s made , no t onl y mor e palatable,  bu t necessar y 
and just . I t i s no t a n accident , then , tha t thi s effor t t o eras e th e cultura l 
distinctiveness o f white ethni c group s ha s occasionall y emphasize d Amer -
ican Jews. I t i s the Jews, afte r all , who stan d ou t i n th e publi c conscienc e 
as having the strongest clai m to historical victimization and whose affluenc e 
appears t o hav e defie d wha t structura l determinist s lik e Steinber g predic t 
should happen when people are deprived of opportunities for advancement . 
If it i s possible t o prov e no t onl y tha t Jews received certai n advantage s no t 
available to Blacks but tha t the privileges accruing to those with white skin 
were th e primary catalys t fo r Jewish advancement , i t would g o a  long way 
toward justifying racia l preferences . 

Central t o th e effor t t o "whiten " th e America n Jewish experienc e ha s 
been th e denial  o f Jewish exceptionalism , th e ide a tha t th e Jewish experi -
ence i n Americ a ha s bee n unique . Th e remarkabl e economi c advanc e o f 
Jews int o th e middl e an d uppe r classe s has inspired a  number o f observer s 
over th e year s t o conclud e tha t Jewish cultur e seem s t o hav e been excep -
tionally wel l dispose d t o th e America n ideal s o f universalism, equality , in -
dividualism, an d fre e markets. 10 Almos t hal f a  century ago , th e sociologis t 
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Robert Park , speakin g o f th e industry , enterprise , an d individua l driv e o f 
America's Jews, recommende d tha t Jewish cultur e an d histor y b e taugh t i n 
public school s s o tha t ther e woul d b e a  mor e complet e understandin g o f 
American values. 11 Mor e recently , th e renowne d historia n o f race an d slav -
ery Davi d Brio n Davi s ha s suggeste d tha t America n Jewish histor y provide s 
a test case for th e values o f a meritocracy, a  society in which th e distributio n 
of reward s an d penaltie s take s plac e accordin g t o th e characte r an d capa -
bilities o f individuals. 12 I n hi s landmar k stud y Assimilation  in  American  Life, 
Milton Gordo n wrot e "Th e ris e i n socio-economi c statu s o f th e Easter n 
European Jews an d thei r descendant s .  . .  [is ] the greates t collectiv e Horati o 
Alger stor y i n America n immigratio n history." 13 A t leas t o n th e surface , 
then, a s Rober t Par k suggested , America n Jews ar e uniqu e i n tha t the y ar e 
the grou p tha t ha s mos t full y realize d th e "America n Dream " an d tha t ha s 
absorbed th e value s o f individualism , equality , freedom , an d enterpris e t o 
the poin t wher e i t coul d b e sai d o f the m tha t the y ar e lik e al l othe r 
Americans—only mor e so. 14 

But th e radica l attac k o n cultur e a s a n explanatio n fo r ethni c mobilit y 
now demand s a  fronta l assaul t o n th e ide a o f Jewish exceptionalism . Kare n 
Brodkin Sack s ha s attempte d t o sho w tha t th e theorist s o f American Jewish 
exceptionalism ar e gravel y mistake n i n thei r belie f tha t Jewis h succes s i n 
America ha s bee n th e resul t o f suc h cultura l trait s a s stron g famil y ties , a 
high valu e placed o n education , an d har d work . Takin g he r cu e from Stein -
berg, Sack s argue s i n he r articl e " H o w th e Jews Becam e Whit e Folks " tha t 
Jewish immigrant s a t th e tur n o f th e centur y ha d time d thei r mov e t o th e 
United State s t o mee t risin g labo r needs . Eve n th e remarkabl e Jewish suc -
cess i n highe r educatio n beginnin g i n th e 1920s , Sack s insists , wa s a  resul t 
not o f cultura l value s bu t o f the combinatio n o f revised colleg e curriculum s 
and th e Jews' goo d fortun e i n havin g t o compet e academicall y almos t ex -
clusively agains t homework-shirkin g whit e Protestants . "I n a  setting wher e 
disparagement o f intellectua l pursuit s an d th e gentleman' s ' C wer e badge s 
of distinction , i t wa s no t har d fo r Jews t o excel, " write s Sacks. 15 

The postwa r economi c boom , whic h wa s accompanie d b y massiv e gov -
ernment program s lik e th e G.I . Bil l o f Right s an d Federa l Housin g Ad -
ministration mortgag e insurance , wer e largel y responsibl e fo r th e mobilit y 
of Jew s an d othe r "Euro-ethnics " i n th e postwa r period , accordin g t o 
Sacks. Becaus e o f changin g racia l attitude s precipitate d b y th e wa r agains t 
fascism, Jews an d othe r ethni c group s becam e newl y accepte d entrant s int o 
the categor y o f "whit e Americans, " full y eligibl e t o enjo y th e right s an d 
privileges accruin g thereto . Whil e racia l attitude s wer e changing , Black s 
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were stil l prevented fro m takin g par t i n man y o f the opportunitie s o f th e 
postwar economy, which were effectively "Ji m Crowed." While Sacks does 
not bothe r t o determin e i f Jews benefite d fro m raciall y exclusionar y gov -
ernment program s an y mor e o r an y les s than othe r group s o f whites , thi s 
oversight doe s no t preven t he r fro m labelin g thes e program s "affirmativ e 
action" fo r al l whit e male s o r fro m lumpin g Jew s togethe r wit h othe r 
whites a s equa l partner s i n a  whit e opportunit y pool . "Jews ' an d othe r 
white ethnics ' upwar d mobilit y wa s the resul t o f programs tha t allowe d us 
to float  o n a  rising economi c tide, " write s Sacks. 16 So , th e stor y goes , th e 
miraculous timin g tha t characterize d th e Jewish migratio n t o th e Unite d 
States a t th e tur n o f th e centur y sustaine d itsel f virtually  throughou t th e 
postwar period , a s Jews wer e fortuitousl y wel l situate d t o tak e advantag e 
of postwar prosperity and changing racial attitudes. Jews, like all other white 
ethnic groups , wer e essentiall y passive players an d furtive beneficiarie s o f a 
century o f increasing economi c wealt h an d governmen t goo d cheer . 

There i s obviously a  lot t o be said for th e view tha t Blacks, at least unti l 
very recently , hav e bee n deprive d o f numerous right s an d privileges avail -
able t o American s o f European descent . I t i s also no secre t tha t man y im -
migrants fro m Europ e no t onl y discovere d th e social , economic , an d po -
litical value of having white skin upon thei r arrival in the United State s but 
in fact became contaminate d b y native racist bigotry as well. Yet, a  number 
of important an d troublin g question s com e t o min d whe n considerin g th e 
radical critique o f race relations and of Jewish mobility in particular, mostl y 
having t o d o wit h th e exten t t o whic h cultura l values shape externa l con -
ditions and the exten t t o which the y are a product o f those conditions . For 
example, while th e prio r possession o f industrial skill s may explain some o f 
the unusually rapid economic success of immigrant Jews, is this sufficient i n 
itself to explai n th e remarkabl y broa d rang e o f Jewish achievemen t i n such 
diverse field s a s retail trade , th e fil m industry , hig h finance , physics , jour-
nalism, fictio n writing , medicine , law , theater , th e compositio n o f popular 
music, an d eve n organize d crime ? Moreover , d o th e skill s possesse d b y 
Jews, which were allegedl y so helpful t o their advance in the industrializin g 
United State s of the late nineteenth century , als o account fo r th e rapid ad -
vance of Jewish migrants to other , less well developed economies like those 
of Sout h America? 17 Othe r pertinen t question s com e t o min d a s well . I f 
Blacks were so completely shut out of postwar affluence, ho w does one ex-
plain that the greates t economic gain s for Blacks relative to whites occurre d 
in the 1940 s and 1960 s and that by 196 6 the gap between Blacks and whites 
on a  whole rang e o f socioeconomic measures , including home ownership , 
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had bee n substantiall y narrowed? 18 T o wha t exten t di d th e vas t expansion , 
in th e 1960s , o f governmen t antipovert y program s aime d a t Black s com -
pensate fo r discriminatio n i n olde r postwa r governmen t programs ? Finally , 
if whitenes s alon e explain s th e mor e rapi d advanc e o f Europea n ethnics , 
how doe s thi s squar e wit h th e rapi d mobilit y o f certai n othe r nonwhit e 
groups, includin g Caribbea n Blacks? 19 

For ou r purposes , however , th e mos t troublesom e aspec t o f th e radica l 
view o f rac e an d cultur e i s it s failur e t o recogniz e anythin g distinc t abou t 
the Jewis h experienc e i n America , an d thi s handica p operate s i n a t leas t 
one are a tha t i s perhaps eve n mor e consequentia l tha n Jewish mobility . Just 
as the imperativ e o f the colo r lin e ha s necessitate d th e historica l reconstruc -
tion o f Jewish economi c mobilit y t o fi t th e categorie s o f whit e ski n priv -
ilege, so , too , ha s ther e bee n a  nee d t o 'normalize, " o r "whiten, " wha t 
seems t o b e unusua l Jewis h politica l behavior . Quit e simply , a t leas t a s 
much a s thei r unusua l economi c mobility , America n Jew s appea r t o hav e 
been exceptiona l i n thei r historica l adherenc e t o th e tradition s o f moder n 
liberalism, a  liberalis m tha t include s suc h value s a s individua l freedom , 
equality o f opportunity , universa l education , an d th e belie f tha t govern -
ment shoul d softe n th e roug h edge s o f private markets . Obviously , i t woul d 
be a  mistak e t o attribut e a  monolithi c liberalis m t o America n Jews. Highl y 
pluralistic throughou t moder n history , Jew s hav e bee n "Tories , Confed -
erates, an d Know-Nothing s a s wel l a s Socialists , Progressive s an d libera l 
Democrats."20 Bu t th e persistenc e o f a  widespread liberalis m amon g Amer -
ican Jew s ha s resulte d i n politica l behavior , particularl y o n socia l welfar e 
issues, tha t seem s nothin g shor t of , well , exceptional.  Th e ris e o f moder n 
Jewish liberalis m durin g th e N e w Dea l year s o f th e 1930 s seemed , a t th e 
time, t o coincid e wit h Jewish workin g clas s interests , an d s o therefor e no t 
particularly "exceptional. " But , afte r Worl d Wa r II , a s Jews rapidl y move d 
out o f the workin g clas s an d lef t th e immigran t ghetto s behind , the y main -
tained thei r liberalism. 21 A s tw o prominen t sociologist s recentl y concluded , 
"while Jews ear n mor e tha n an y ethnoreligiou s grou p fo r who m dat a exis t 
(including Episcopalians) , the y ar e mor e libera l t o lef t i n thei r opinion s 
than othe r whit e groups , an d the y vot e lik e hispanics." 22 Whil e th e natur e 
of Jewish liberalis m ma y no w b e evolving , recen t poll s indicat e that , mor e 
than an y othe r grou p o f comparabl e socioeconomi c status , Jews continu e 
to clin g t o th e value s o f equalit y an d th e welfar e state. 23 Jews continu e t o 
show a  preference fo r highe r governmen t spendin g o n th e poor , gu n con -
trol, free r immigration , a  woman' s righ t t o abortion , an d ta x increase s a s a 
way o f reducin g th e governmen t deficit , an d the y oppos e governmen t 
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spending cuts. 24 Essentially, a s one sociologis t recentl y wrote , "politica l al -
legiance in the United State s is affected mos t strongly by economic status— 
but Jews brea k th e pattern." 25 

There ha s bee n considerabl e speculatio n a s to th e cause s o f the Jewish 
attraction t o liberalism. Som e have seen the wellspring of American Jewish 
liberalism in the values o f the Torah , i n which th e high regard for Zedakah 
(literally "righteousness") , learning , an d nonasceticis m appea r t o b e re -
flected i n Jewish respec t fo r welfare , educatio n spending , an d governmen t 
interventionism i n general. 26 Other s hav e interprete d Jewish liberalis m a s 
the twentieth-century extensio n of the response to European emancipation , 
which originate d with the left an d was opposed by the predominantly anti -
Semitic right. 27 Anothe r interpretatio n ha s i t tha t th e liberalis m o f mos t 
second- an d third-generatio n America n Jews stem s from lingerin g feeling s 
of marginality.28 But , whateve r th e emphasis , centra l t o an y explanation o f 
American Jewish liberalis m i s the Jewish experienc e o f vulnerability i n th e 
lands o f the diaspora , whic h ha s served t o foste r th e belie f among contem -
porary Jews tha t wealt h an d incom e ar e perhap s no t th e mos t importan t 
elements t o conside r whe n ponderin g Jewish well-being. 29 Tha t is , bein g 
a religious minorit y wit h a  unique histor y o f persecution an d vulnerabilit y 
has imbue d Jew s wit h a  mor e consciou s recognitio n tha t th e value s o f 
individual freedom, merit-base d advance , political and religious liberty, and 
civic equality  ar e matter s o f paramoun t importance , eve n mor e s o tha n 
marginal economi c gain . 

These attitude s hav e bee n reflecte d i n Jewish attitude s towar d Blacks . 
There remain s little doubt tha t Jewish interes t in Black affairs wa s strength-
ened after 1915 , the year a Jew named Leo Frank was lynched by a Georgia 
mob afte r bein g falsely convicte d o f raping and murdering a  fourteen-year -
old employe e o f hi s family' s penci l factory. 30 Th e uncommo n sympath y 
American Jews seeme d t o tak e o n fo r Blac k Americans i n th e wake o f the 
Frank lynchin g reflecte d th e concern s o f the recentl y arrive d Easter n Eu -
ropean Jews, who ha d suffered simila r kinds o f mob violence . There were , 
to b e sure , a  numbe r o f instance s i n whic h certai n othe r ethni c group s 
before Worl d Wa r II , stil l victimize d b y variou s level s o f discrimination , 
saw parallel s betwee n themselve s an d Blac k American s an d rejecte d a n 
identity base d o n "whiteness." 31 Thus , Pole s i n Chicag o generall y sa w the 
post-World Wa r I  rac e riot s ther e a s an affai r betwee n white s an d Black s 
that di d no t involv e them . Italia n immigrant s i n Louisian a mixe d sociall y 
and culturall y wit h Black s a t th e tur n o f th e centur y an d wer e clearl y 



distinguished fro m Souther n whites . Simila r example s o f immigrant group -
Black amit y exis t fo r Gree k immigrant s i n Gary , Indiana , th e Chines e i n 
Mississippi, an d th e Iris h o f the earl y 182 0 an d 183 0 migrations. 32 Bu t thes e 
instances o f immigran t group-Blac k solidarit y wer e subplot s agains t th e 
more commo n them e i n whic h immigrant s an d nativ e Blacks generall y sa w 
each other , fo r a  hos t o f complicate d an d unfortunat e reasons , a s rival s fo r 
the commo n goa l o f full citizenship. 33 After 191 5 i t appeare d tha t America n 
Jews wer e alon e amon g America n ethni c group s i n seekin g ou t similaritie s 
between themselve s an d Blac k American s and , a t leas t i n elit e circles , i n 
mobilizing politicall y aroun d a n allianc e wit h Blac k Americans . A s on e 
scholar recentl y pu t it , th e Fran k lynchin g "ultimatel y eclipse d al l o f th e 
frantic distancin g strategie s intende d t o mar k of f th e boundarie s betwee n 
the tw o groups." 34 Jews an d Jewish organization s durin g thi s perio d con -
tributed heavil y t o organization s suc h a s th e Nationa l Associatio n fo r th e 
Advancement o f Colore d Peopl e (NAACP ) an d t o dozen s o f othe r phil -
anthropic project s designe d t o hel p Blacks , includin g th e fundin g o f Blac k 
education i n th e South . Majo r Jewis h figure s lik e Julius Rosenwald , Jaco b 
Schiff, an d Feli x Warbur g contribute d t o dozen s o f Blac k elementar y an d 
vocational school s an d institution s o f highe r an d professiona l education , 
hospitals, orphanages , libraries , settlemen t houses , an d socia l clubs . O f al l 
Black schoo l childre n i n th e South , i t i s estimate d tha t a t on e tim e 2 5 t o 
40 percen t wer e educate d i n school s constructe d wit h fund s fro m Juliu s 
Rosenwald, th e Jewish magnat e o f Sear s Roebuc k fame. 35 

But th e nee d t o extinguis h cultura l deficiencie s a s a n explanatio n fo r 
Black povert y an d t o augmen t th e explanator y powe r o f whit e racis m ha s 
necessitated th e reconfiguratio n o f th e Jewish postur e towar d Blac k Amer -
icans a s typical whit e exploitatio n an d self-promotion . Thi s revisionis m ha s 
by no w a  long tradition , beginnin g wit h som e prominen t figure s associate d 
with th e Blac k Powe r movemen t o f th e lat e 1960s . Blac k Powe r sough t 
to remov e white s fro m th e civi l right s struggl e an d t o consolidat e Blac k 
leadership withi n th e movement . A s Jew s mad e u p a  disproportionatel y 
large segmen t o f th e libera l civi l right s leadership , th e struggl e t o achiev e 
the destructio n o f the integrate d civi l right s movemen t necessaril y include d 
an effor t t o vilif y Jewish activism . Harol d Crus e spearheade d thi s attac k i n 
his 196 7 volume , The  Crisis  of the Negro Intellectual,  in whic h h e argue d tha t 
Jews, b e the y i n th e Communis t part y o f th e 1930s , th e interracia l civi l 
rights coalitio n o f th e postwa r decades , o r th e socia l sciences , ha d becom e 
a hug e proble m fo r Black s precisel y becaus e the y ha d s o identifie d wit h 
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the Blac k struggle . Whil e Crus e di d no t concer n himsel f with th e questio n 
of wh y Jew s tende d t o identif y s o strongl y wit h Blac k causes , h e insiste d 
that Jewish involvemen t i n interracia l politic s "ha s furthe r complicate d thi s 
emergence o f Afro-America n ethni c consciousness." 36 Fo r Cruse , a s wel l 
as fo r othe r Blac k powe r theorist s an d activists , th e rol e o f American Jew s 
as "political mediator " betwee n Black s and white s wa s "fraugh t wit h seriou s 
dangers t o al l concerned " an d mus t b e "terminate d b y Negroe s them -
selves."37 

While Cruse' s rhetori c ma y hav e pu t of f som e moderates , hi s thesis , 
essentially tha t Jewis h suppor t fo r Blac k equalit y ha s bee n deleteriou s t o 
Black Americans , ha s exhibite d a n impressiv e amoun t o f stayin g power . 
Most recently , th e politica l scientis t Andre w Hacke r ha s argue d tha t Jewish 
involvement i n racia l matter s amounte d t o a n "eg o trip " i n whic h Black s 
were reduce d t o junio r partner s an d tha t thi s "raise s th e questio n o f 
whether th e well-mean t motive s underlyin g Jewish racis m pu t i t o n a  dif -
ferent leve l fro m biase s tha t ar e obviousl y les s sympathetic." 38 Thus , i n th e 
view o f some , ha s th e histori c Jewis h contributio n t o civi l right s becom e 
no mor e nobl e tha n a  lynchin g bee . 

Other prominen t scholar s hav e travele d a  fa r mor e circuitou s rout e t o 
arrive a t simila r conclusions . Speakin g o f th e civi l right s allianc e o f Black s 
and Jew s betwee n th e year s 191 0 an d th e earl y 1930s , th e Pulitze r prize -
winning historia n Davi d Leverin g Lewi s argue s tha t bot h Jewish an d Blac k 
leadership wer e dominate d b y assimilationists , joined togethe r i n th e com -
mon caus e o f maintainin g thei r dominanc e withi n thei r respectiv e groups . 
The migratin g horde s o f Eas t Europea n Jews an d poo r Souther n Black s t o 
Northern citie s concerne d elit e Germa n Jewish an d "talented-tenth " Blac k 
leaders, who feare d tha t th e les s refined newcomer s woul d exacerbat e whit e 
nativism an d racis m an d botc h thei r progra m o f assimilation . Fo r Lewis , i t 
was no t a  commo n histor y o f oppressio n tha t resulte d i n goo d wil l o n th e 
part o f Jews bu t merel y self-interest . "I t seem s eviden t tha t wha t Jewis h 
and Afro-America n elite s principall y share d wa s no t a  simila r histor y bu t 
an identica l adversary— a specie s o f whit e gentile . Their s wa s a  politicall y 
determined kinship , a  defensiv e alliance , cemente d mor e fro m th e outsid e 
than fro m within." 3 9 Lik e Harol d Crus e befor e him , Lewi s insist s tha t thi s 
opportunistic allianc e served Jewish purpose s fa r bette r tha n Black purposes , 
as i t allowe d Jew s t o figh t agains t discriminatio n b y usin g Black s a s sur -
rogates. Ultimately , th e allianc e pigeonhole d Black s int o a n "unworkabl e 
paradigm o f success, " a n acceptanc e o f a  se t o f socia l an d politica l rule s b y 
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which Jew s woul d b e permitte d t o advanc e bu t b y whic h Black s woul d 
not.40 

By interpretin g th e Jewish concer n fo r equa l right s durin g th e interwa r 
years a s th e narrow , self-servin g projec t o f assimilatin g Jewish elites , Lewi s 
ignores wha t appear s t o hav e bee n a n almos t universa l preoccupatio n wit h 
the conditio n o f Black s o n th e par t o f Jews, a  fixatio n tha t include d th e 
overt friendlines s towar d Black s o f predominantly Jewish labo r union s an d 
the virtua l outpourin g o f sympath y fro m mos t large-circulatio n Anglo -
Jewish an d Yiddis h periodical s an d newspapers. 41 Thes e ar e inconvenien t 
items fo r revisionis t historian s lik e Lewis , wh o woul d apparentl y rathe r 
surrender th e complexitie s o f American ethni c histor y t o th e mor e pressin g 
need t o prov e th e uniformit y o f white racism . Fo r thes e writers , America n 
Jews ar e problemati c becaus e thei r uniqu e empath y wit h Blac k Americans , 
stemming fro m th e historicall y ambiguou s relationshi p o f Jews t o power , 
appears t o threate n th e integrit y o f th e all-importan t colo r line . 

Unfortunately, i t i s no t a t al l difficul t t o se e tha t maintainin g th e purit y 
of th e colo r lin e bear s a n unmistakabl e resemblanc e t o th e aim s o f certai n 
Black extremists . Rac e agitator s lik e Loui s Farrakhan , Leonar d Jeffries , 
Tony Martin , an d other s ar e mos t intereste d i n provin g th e mora l inferi -
ority o f whit e peopl e an d therefor e shar e wit h radica l scholar s a  "Jewis h 
problem" relatin g t o th e ambiguit y o f Jewis h racia l identity . Havin g si -
multaneously benefite d fro m democrac y an d enlightenment , ye t havin g 
suffered, i n som e instance s unspeakably , a t th e hand s o f th e Wester n 
wor ld—of being , i n th e parlanc e o f contemporar y rac e discourse , neithe r 
"Black" o r "white"—Jew s represen t a  threa t t o th e crud e dichotom y o f 
white "sin " an d Blac k "virtue " tha t inform s th e worldvie w o f both radica l 
scholars an d Blac k extremists . I t i s fo r thi s reaso n tha t th e particula r anti -
Semitism comin g fro m Blac k anti-Semite s mostl y concern s itsel f wit h en -
suring th e "whiteness, " o r th e empowerment , o f the Jews—"Jews i n Hol -
lywood conspir e t o degrad e Blacks, " "Jew s ra n th e slav e trade, " "Jew s hav e 
their hand s aroun d th e throa t o f th e federa l government. " Whil e on e mus t 
not confus e th e blatan t racis m o f a  Farrakha n o r a  Jeffries wit h th e mor e 
nuanced, sociall y constructe d racia l hierarchie s o f Lewi s an d Steinberg , i t 
is no t difficul t t o se e tha t th e objective s o f th e extremist s an d th e radica l 
scholars hav e converge d a t th e poin t o f totalizin g Blac k oppression . 

One nee d onl y loo k a t th e exten t t o whic h som e o f th e mos t dubiou s 
claims abou t Jews hav e bee n use d t o char t th e directio n o f recent historica l 
research t o confir m th e commo n objective s o f the extremist s an d th e acad -
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emy. Despite substantial scholarship indicating that Jews were largely closed 
out o f th e Atlanti c slav e syste m an d tha t individua l Jews probabl y owne d 
fewer slave s i n th e America n Sout h tha n di d fre e Blacks , tw o prominen t 
American historian s identif y a s one o f the mos t importan t area s for futur e 
study th e rol e o f Jews i n th e slav e trad e o f Holland, France , England , an d 
Newport, Rhod e Island , a s wel l a s thei r rol e i n th e plantatio n syste m o f 
the South.42 In the realm of popular culture , the celebrated Berkeley scholar 
Michael Pau l Rogi n identifie s Jews a s the leadin g culprit s i n th e enslave -
ment o f Blacks throug h popula r images . According t o Rogin , Jewish per -
formers lik e A l Jolson donne d th e blackfac e mas k no t merel y t o shar e i n 
the powe r o f Blac k expressivenes s o r t o hid e thei r Jewishness , a s othe r 
scholars hav e suggested , bu t t o accentuat e thei r whiteness , demonstrat e 
their superiorit y t o Blacks , and gai n acceptanc e i n th e Hollywoo d meltin g 
pot whe n Black s coul d not . Disregardin g th e ris k tha t sociall y margina l 
Jewish performer s too k i n "blackin g up, " Rogi n set s ou t i n Black  Face, 
White Noise to "unti e th e knot" tha t hides the Jewish dominanc e o f a racist 
mass cultur e behin d Jewis h liberalis m an d t o revea l "thei r ow n stai n o f 
shame."43 Rogi n i s joined i n hi s effort s b y th e historia n Jeffrey Melnick , 
who suggest s tha t th e involvemen t o f both Jews an d Black s i n th e devel -
opment o f popula r musi c wa s anythin g bu t a  harmonious , cross-cultura l 
enterprise. Attackin g th e clai m tha t Jewish sufferin g gav e Jews a n affinit y 
for the tonalities of Black music, Melnick argues that Jews like Irving Berlin 
and Georg e Gershwi n skillfull y create d the myth tha t they were the prope r 
interpreters o f Black culture , elbowin g ou t "real " Blac k American s i n th e 
process. Despite evidenc e fro m Blac k musicians and critic s that Jews in the 
music business played a n importan t rol e in paving the way for mainstrea m 
acceptance o f Black culture , Melnic k conclude s tha t "whil e both Jews an d 
African American s contribute d t o th e rhetori c o f musical affinity, th e fruit s 
of this labor belonged primaril y to the former."44 Eve n the work o f certain 
Jewish scientist s concernin g racia l group s i s no t saf e fro m th e academi c 
onslaught. On e schola r ha s se t ou t t o sho w tha t th e Jewish anthropologis t 
Franz Boas , widel y credite d wit h th e larges t rol e i n evisceratin g th e sci -
entific racis m of the nineteent h century , subscribe d in substantia l degree to 
white racis t view s o n Blac k capabilities. 45 

The exten t t o whic h som e historian s ar e willin g t o g o t o portra y Jews 
as progenitors o f th e whit e racis t traditio n i s exhibite d i n a n essa y b y th e 
acclaimed historia n o f civil rights Taylo r Branch . I n hi s 199 2 essay "Blacks 
and Jews: Th e Uncivi l War, " Branc h strain s credulit y i n tryin g t o docu -
ment tha t America n Jew s hav e bee n "perpetrator s o f racia l hate " bu t i s 
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forced t o loo k outsid e th e America n contex t t o th e stat e o f Israe l fo r hi s 
evidence. I n th e mid-1980s , Branc h claims , thre e thousan d member s o f a 
sect o f Blac k Jews fro m Chicag o unde r th e leadershi p o f Ben-Am i Carte r 
were denie d citizenshi p unde r th e Israel i La w o f Retur n becaus e o f anti -
Black sentimen t amon g Israelis . Bu t th e authenticit y o f Carter' s clai m tha t 
he an d hi s follower s wer e indee d Jewish i s open t o investigation , a s are th e 
claims o f al l thos e seekin g Israel i citizenshi p unde r tha t country' s La w o f 
Return, particularl y Jewis h converts . I t i s tru e tha t th e questio n o f "wh o 
is a  Jew" i s a  heate d topi c i n th e Jewis h world , bu t Branch' s imputatio n 
that Carte r an d hi s follower s wer e no t give n immediat e citizenshi p becaus e 
they wer e Blac k seem s baseless , particularl y i n ligh t o f Israel' s successfu l 
airlift o f thousand s o f Ethiopian Jews i n th e earl y 1990s. 46 More important , 
like th e issue s o f Jews involve d i n th e slav e trade , o f Hollywood's "Jewish " 
racism, an d o f Fran z Boas' s view s o n rac e capabilities , i t i s difficul t t o 
ascertain th e usefulnes s o f thes e approaches , excep t a s the y serv e t o eras e 
the Jewish fo g tha t obscure s th e colo r lin e i n America n rac e history . 

The troubl e wit h revisionis t rac e histor y i s no t tha t al l o f it s claim s ar e 
false. Jewish involvemen t i n Blac k affairs , t o b e sure , ha s never bee n devoi d 
of self-interest . Libera l Jewish civi l right s activist s hav e ofte n bee n th e mos t 
vocal i n claimin g tha t helpin g Black s wa s goo d fo r th e Jews . No r i s th e 
attempt t o "whiten " Jewis h histor y purel y a  matte r o f historica l impropri -
ety, particularl y i n th e America n context , wher e oppressio n ha s no t bee n 
at th e cente r o f th e Jewis h experience . Asid e fro m erasin g th e trul y ad -
mirable recor d Jews hav e amasse d o n racia l matters , th e fundamenta l prob -
lem wit h th e revisionis t histor y i s tha t i t denie s America n Jewis h excep -
tionalism an d therefor e lead s t o th e assumptio n tha t Jewis h "whiteness " 
vis-a-vis Blac k American s ha s alway s bee n advantageou s fro m th e stand -
point o f America n Jews . B y denyin g th e realit y o f a  uniqu e Jewis h past , 
and, therefore , it s impac t o n Jewis h identit y i n th e Unite d States , th e re -
visionist histor y fail s t o recogniz e th e incongruenc e betwee n th e libera l 
accommodation Jews mad e wit h Americ a an d th e realit y o f American Jew -
ish life . Whil e prio r historie s b y author s lik e Lewi s an d Crus e spea k t o 
what the y believ e ha s bee n th e negativ e impac t o f th e relationshi p o n 
Blacks, n o on e ha s eve r explore d th e possibilit y tha t th e Jewish involvemen t 
with th e Blac k struggl e fo r equalit y may , i n certai n instances , no t hav e 
been beneficia l fo r Jews. What , th e unanswere d questio n no w seem s t o be , 
does th e Jewis h postur e towar d rac e an d Blac k Americans , a s a n integra l 
component o f America n Jewis h liberalism , tel l u s abou t th e Jews a s a  dis -
tinct cultura l group ? Specifically , i t need s t o b e determine d whethe r th e 
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persistence o f a  widesprea d liberalis m amon g America n Jew s ha s resulte d 
in attitude s towar d Black s an d issue s o f racia l equalit y tha t ar e consonan t 
with th e interest s o f al l the variou s an d sundr y communitie s tha t constitut e 
American Jewry . 

What need s t o b e observe d mor e carefull y i n thi s respec t i s the tenuou s 
place Jews occup y i n America n histor y relativ e t o th e centralit y o f Black s 
in tha t history . Blac k American s are , afte r all , th e "omni-Americans, " a 
people whos e experienc e i s a t onc e define d b y an d definin g o f th e Amer -
ican experience . Blac k grou p consciousnes s an d identit y begin s (and , man y 
would argue , ends ) i n America . O n th e master-occupie d slav e plantation s 
of th e South , mos t o f whic h kep t smal l number s o f slaves , Africa n cultura l 
idioms suc h a s voodo o an d witchcraf t gav e wa y t o distinctivel y Blac k 
American cultura l expressions , fashione d ove r tim e b y creativ e response s t o 
slavery an d oppression . Thi s i s no t t o sa y tha t som e o f thes e cultura l ad -
justments, suc h a s i n son g an d dance , canno t b e trace d t o Afric a bu t onl y 
to asser t tha t th e "Africanness " o f thes e trait s wa s transforme d b y th e pe -
culiarly America n contex t o f the slav e experience . Ove r time , Blacks even -
tually adopte d eve n th e Christia n fait h o f th e relativel y homogenou s Prot -
estant cultur e int o whic h the y wer e brought. 47 Thus , Black s wer e abl e t o 
devise a  distinctiv e Blac k America n culture , base d o n commo n Africa n 
origins bu t drawin g almos t exclusivel y fro m America n sources. 48 Perhap s 
this i s wh y th e transnationa l ques t fo r a  Blac k identity , eve n a s embodie d 
by th e larges t Blac k Nationalis t movement , le d b y Marcu s Garve y i n th e 
1920s, ha s faile d t o mov e beyon d America' s border s i n an y tangibl e way. 49 

Perhaps i t i s also why America n cultur e draw s from th e Black experienc e 
almost a s muc h a s Blac k cultur e draw s o n th e America n experience . Th e 
two ar e intertwine d an d inseparable . A s th e Blac k write r Alber t Murra y 
has written , "America n cultur e .  . .  is .  . .  incontestably mulatto . Indeed , fo r 
all their traditiona l antagonism s an d obviou s differences , th e so-calle d Blac k 
and so-calle d whit e peopl e o f th e Unite d State s resembl e nobod y els e i n 
the worl d s o muc h a s the y resembl e eac h other." 50 Th e Blac k American , 
therefore, despit e th e lon g histor y o f segregatio n an d exclusion , i s alway s 
and foreve r presen t i n th e America n drama , remindin g whit e Americ a o f 
its imperfec t pas t an d pressin g th e formidabl e weigh t o f Black histor y upo n 
the America n conscienc e a s a  reminde r tha t ther e ha s alway s bee n a n 
"other" i n it s midst , differen t ye t someho w remarkabl y familiar . 

What, then , ca n b e mad e o f th e clai m fo r America n Jewish exception -
alism, fo r th e assumptio n tha t Jewish value s ar e "quintessentially " Ameri -
can, tha t America n Jews ar e lik e al l othe r Americans , onl y mor e so ? Jewish 
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history, afte r all , i s transnational , beginnin g lon g befor e th e adven t o f th e 
United State s an d fa r beyon d it s borders . Th e moder n Jews ' searc h fo r 
identity bega n i n Europe , an d th e awfu l transgression s tha t bea r s o formi -
dably o n Jewis h consciousnes s ow e almos t nothin g t o th e America n ex -
perience. Th e ke y t o understandin g th e exceptiona l natur e o f America n 
Jews, an d th e manifestation s o f thi s exceptionalis m i n th e realm s o f eco -
nomic mobilit y an d politica l liberalism , lie s i n th e exten t t o whic h th e 
integration-survival dilemm a pervade s th e Jews' collectiv e conscience. 51 Fo r 
the majorit y o f America n Jews , mos t o f whos e descendant s cam e fro m 
premodern Easter n Europe , i t wa s th e Unite d State s tha t offere d t o the m 
the Enlightenment' s "bruta l bargain " o f acceptanc e int o civi l societ y a t th e 
price o f a  submerge d cultura l distinctiveness. 52 Th e promis e fo r America n 
Jews i n th e twentiet h centur y wa s tha t Jews , o n conditio n o f conformit y 
to America n cultura l an d politica l norms , woul d b e treate d a s individual s 
like everyon e else . Th e temptatio n wa s intense . Sinc e Jews wer e stranger s 
in Europ e befor e the y cam e t o th e Unite d States , an d inevitabl y th e op -
portunities fo r emancipatio n wer e greete d b y the m wit h considerabl y mor e 
enthusiasm tha n the y wer e b y othe r immigran t group s tha t ha d neve r bee n 
completely exclude d fro m th e socia l an d politica l lif e o f thei r land s o f 
origin.53 

O n th e othe r hand , i n comin g t o th e Unite d States , othe r ethni c group s 
had mad e a  consciou s brea k wit h thei r pasts , whil e th e Jews, whos e ethni c 
and religiou s identit y wer e boun d togethe r an d no t limite d b y geography , 
made n o suc h consciou s break. 54 Th e ac t o f leaving one' s countr y o f origi n 
for Jews di d no t necessaril y constitut e steppin g ou t o f one' s history . Whil e 
a numbe r o f American immigran t group s retaine d stron g nationalisti c feel -
ings fo r thei r mothe r country , th e Jews wer e uniqu e i n tha t the y cam e t o 
the Unite d State s wit h a n internalize d nationa l cultur e o f th e spirit , no t 
necessarily threatene d o r weakene d b y th e ac t o f moving fro m on e countr y 
to another. 55 Thi s dynami c resulte d i n wha t on e sociologis t ha s labele d th e 
"ambivalent America n Jew," a  figur e consume d b y a  conflictin g desir e fo r 
both acceptanc e an d difference . Knowin g tha t th e Unite d State s bor e n o 
responsibility fo r Jewish histor y an d s o offere d th e Jews n o specia l quarter , 
Jews se t abou t adjustin g thei r Jewishnes s t o America n life , an d th e con -
necting lin k fo r Americanizatio n wa s liberalism. 56 

It i s throug h thi s connectin g lin k tha t th e historia n Hasi a Dine r locate s 
Jewish involvemen t i n th e Blac k America n struggl e fo r equality . A s Dine r 
has explained , th e uniqu e histor y o f Jewish persecutio n boun d Jews t o th e 
American ideal s o f equalit y an d freedo m fa r mor e intensel y tha n eve n th e 
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"real Americans " an d thu s mad e i t possibl e fo r Jew s t o carv e ou t a  plac e 
for themselve s i n America n lif e b y helpin g Blacks.57 Liberalism an d involve -
ment i n Blac k affair s was , i n larg e measure , a n accommodatio n o f Judaism 
and th e Jewish pas t t o America n life . 

But a n importan t questio n arise s a s to ho w effectiv e thi s accommodatio n 
has bee n fo r Jews , wh o no w fin d themselve s livin g i n a  natio n that , du e 
to th e enormit y o f th e Blac k experience , ha s becom e define d b y th e racia l 
division betwee n whit e an d Black , o r perhap s betwee n whit e an d "non -
white." I n on e historian' s estimate , "Liberalis m ha s serve d Jew s wel l i n 
their ques t fo r a  secur e America n identity , bu t tha t ha s les s t o d o wit h 
Judaism tha n wit h th e imperative s o f Americanizatio n .  .  .  liberalism ha s 
been th e preeminen t ideolog y o f acculturation." 58 

Blacks i n Americ a ha d neve r seriousl y bee n offere d th e "bruta l bargain " 
offered t o th e Jews, havin g bee n disenfranchise d fo r mos t o f thei r history . 
Even whe n Blac k American s wer e legall y enfranchise d i n th e earl y 1960s , 
it wa s neve r full y expecte d tha t thei r distinctivenes s woul d disappea r o r 
that American s woul d b e abl e t o eras e th e memorie s an d scar s resultin g 
from th e nation' s sordi d past . Thi s situatio n ha s provide d Blac k American s 
with certai n cultura l an d politica l advantages . A s Geral d Davi d Jaynes an d 
Robin William s writ e i n thei r boo k A  Common  Destiny,  "th e lon g histor y 
of discriminatio n an d segregatio n produce d amon g Black s a  heightene d 
sense o f grou p consciousnes s an d a  stronge r orientatio n towar d collectiv e 
values an d behavio r tha n exist s generall y amon g Americans." 59 Despit e vas t 
and growin g difference s betwee n th e Blac k middl e an d lowe r classe s i n 
recent decades , Black s continu e t o sho w a  remarkabl e degre e o f solidarit y 
based o n wha t i s perceive d t o b e a  share d experienc e o f oppression . Th e 
psychologist Elli s Cos e ha s use d th e ter m "Blac k rage " t o describ e th e sens e 
of outrag e tha t man y i n th e Blac k middl e clas s shar e wit h thei r poore r 
brethren.60 Despit e th e larg e numbe r o f Black leader s an d intellectual s wh o 
have trie d t o articulat e a  unifyin g them e fo r a  Black identit y fre e fro m th e 
spirit o f radica l racia l protest , th e iro n cag e o f historica l whit e racis m an d 
its institutiona l "correction " i n th e syste m o f rac e preference s today , ha s 
served a s th e centra l organizin g principl e fo r th e Blac k community , eve n 
as whit e racis m itsel f ha s receded. 61 

American Jews , b y contrast , ar e a  "peopl e divided." 62 A s earl y a s th e 
1920s, th e religiou s division s amon g America n Jew s ha d becam e perma -
nent, wit h second-generatio n Jews adoptin g various modes o f secularizatio n 
in thei r effort s t o obtai n acceptance . Th e Orthodox , Reform , Conservative , 
and Reconstructionis t branche s o f Judaism, b y th e 1930 s al l distinctl y sep -
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arate groupings , i n th e 1990 s vi e ami d dissipate d resource s fo r th e loyalt y 
of the shrinkin g second , third , an d fourt h generation s o f Jews.63 Today , th e 
attenuation o f Jewish cultur e i n th e Unite d States , despit e isolate d sign s o f 
vitality, seem s t o continu e unabated . Th e 199 0 Nationa l Jewish Populatio n 
Survey (NJPS ) foun d tha t 5 2 percen t o f Jews wh o marrie d afte r 198 5 mar -
ried non-Jewis h partners . Sixt y t o 7 0 percent , o r 3. 5 millio n o f America' s 
5.5 millio n Jews , ar e unaffiliated , belon g t o n o synagogue , and , i n mos t 
cases, d o no t hol d membershi p i n an y Jewish organizatio n o r institution . 
While 4. 4 millio n peopl e clai m t o practic e som e for m o f Judaism, a s man y 
as 1. 1 millio n identif y themselve s a s Jews b y birt h onl y bu t no t b y religion . 
Recent poll s sho w tha t th e connectio n o f young America n Jews t o Israel , 
which fo r a  short tim e acte d a s the glu e tha t hel d America n Jewry together , 
is rapidl y eroding. 64 

To som e degree , th e cultura l problem s o f th e Jewish communit y mus t 
be see n withi n th e contex t o f societa l division s tha t hav e afflicte d th e to -
tality o f America n lif e sinc e th e 1960s , problem s tha t ar e invariabl y relate d 
to th e "cultur e wars" : th e triumphalis m o f the religiou s right , th e declinin g 
appeal o f libera l religion , an d th e continue d assimilatio n o f whit e ethni c 
groups.65 Ye t th e ver y reactio n o f America n Jewis h organization s t o Ju -
daism's cultura l dilemm a indicate s tha t Jews i n Americ a fac e som e uniqu e 
difficulties. Whil e a  5 2 percen t rat e o f exogamou s marriag e woul d no t s o 
much a s rais e a n eyebro w amon g othe r whit e ethni c groups , group s tha t 
have experience d out-marriag e rate s upwar d o f 7 0 an d 8 0 percen t fo r tw o 
decades o r more , th e NJP S ha s bee n a  clario n cal l fo r America' s Jews. Th e 
Long Island  Jewish World  state d recentl y tha t "virtuall y ever y organizatio n 
and academi c progra m o n th e communa l ma p ha s announce d ne w studie s 
or program s involvin g thei r particula r searc h fo r th e alchem y o f continu -
ity."66 A s on e Jewis h sociologis t commente d o n th e cultura l crisi s withi n 
American Judaism , "th e despai r an d confusio n o f America n Jewr y i n th e 
face o f thi s crisi s ha s n o paralle l i n othe r religiou s communities." 67 

The kin d o f cultura l dissolutio n tha t currentl y afflict s America n Jews ha s 
not generall y bee n a  facto r i n Blac k life . Black s hav e achieve d a  certai n 
amount o f succes s i n institutionalizin g th e ide a o f Blac k marginalizatio n 
and i n extendin g t o themselve s certai n advantage s accruin g t o a  contem -
porary racialize d America n scene . Whateve r els e th e ubiquitou s reminder s 
of Blac k victimizatio n migh t mea n fo r Blac k economi c mobility , socia l 
integration, an d rac e relations , winnin g officia l confirmatio n o f collectiv e 
status throug h race-base d governmenta l programs , ope n colleg e admissions , 
Black electora l districts , "Afro-centric " schoo l curricula , corporat e hirin g 
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preferences, governmen t set-asides , an d privat e an d not-for-profi t foun -
dation suppor t ha s assured Blacks a  powerful for m o f racial identity . Blac k 
Americans hav e utilized , wit h impressiv e effectiveness , th e specia l plac e 
they occup y i n Unite d State s histor y i n orde r t o develo p a  cultura l unit y 
that has , for th e mos t part , escape d America n Jews. 

Knowing tha t thei r claim s t o specia l treatmen t i n th e Unite d State s are 
not strong , America n Jews hav e no t generall y sough t thi s kin d o f officia l 
support fo r thei r ow n grou p solidarit y an d hav e faile d o n thei r ow n t o 
define ne w cultura l form s capabl e o f securin g Jewis h communa l suste -
nance.68 Th e identificatio n wit h th e Blac k struggl e fo r equality , roote d i n 
the memor y o f Jewish sufferin g bu t no t i n th e realit y o f contemporar y 
Jewish life , ha s prevente d Jew s fro m seein g tha t the y ar e no t integra l t o 
American lif e an d culture , a s Blac k American s an d Blac k cultur e appea r 
to be , an d tha t thei r ow n collectiv e need s may , a t variou s historica l 
junctures, b e mor e pressin g tha n th e Blac k nee d fo r socia l redress . Fo r 
whatever els e th e Blac k figh t fo r racia l equalit y ha s meant , i t ha s neve r 
been, an d i s not now , a  struggle principally abou t th e continue d corporat e 
existence o f Blac k Americans . Conversely , th e struggl e fo r corporat e ex -
istence appear s t o b e on e i n whic h America n Jew s ar e no w intimatel y 
engaged. Fo r al l the freedom an d opportunity th e United State s has offere d 
citizens o f Jewish background , i t may  ultimatel y prov e t o b e a  plac e fa r 
more conduciv e t o th e developmen t an d maintenanc e o f a  stron g Blac k 
identity tha n o f a  stron g Jewish one . Man y commentators , attemptin g t o 
explain th e caus e o f Blac k anti-Semitism , continu e t o believ e tha t Jew s 
have mad e i t sociall y an d economicall y i n th e Unite d State s an d tha t thi s 
success evoke s env y i n Blacks. 69 Bu t thi s long-hel d assumptio n need s re -
thinking i n ligh t o f recen t developments . I s i t no t th e Jews who , a s th e 
twentieth centur y wind s down , hav e a  grea t dea l t o env y abou t Blacks ? 
Has no t th e America n Je w replace d th e Blac k America n a s thi s nation' s 
true "invisibl e man? " 

This Book and a Word about "Who Is  a Jew" 

Chapter i  o f thi s boo k discusse s th e geographi c divisio n betwee n Jew s 
living in the Sout h an d Jewish organization s an d leaders in the North ove r 
the issu e o f racial desegregatio n i n th e wak e o f the Suprem e Court' s 195 4 
decision strikin g down th e doctrin e o f "separate but equal " facilities i n th e 
nation's publi c schools . The revulsio n o f American Jews agains t racia l big-
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otry an d th e belie f tha t Jewis h well-bein g i s tie d t o th e caus e o f Blac k 
equality mad e i t impossibl e fo r man y Jewish leader s t o empathiz e wit h th e 
very rea l threat s t o Jewish communitie s i n th e Sout h stemmin g fro m over t 
support o f radica l desegregation . Th e inabilit y o f Norther n Jewis h leader s 
to se e tha t Jews , befor e th e battl e fo r desegregation , wer e no t generall y 
victims i n th e Sout h an d tha t th e racia l cast e syste m i n th e Sout h situate d 
Jews favorabl y i n th e Souther n mind , o r "whitened " them , wa s a n earl y 
warning tha t America n Jewis h leader s an d intellectuals , whe n i t cam e t o 
the rac e issue , woul d continu e t o respon d t o memor y an d self-imag e mor e 
than t o th e realit y o f Jewish lif e i n moder n America . 

Chapter 2  looks a t th e respons e o f Jewish leader s an d intellectual s i n th e 
North t o th e shif t i n th e civi l right s struggl e fro m th e Sout h t o th e Nort h 
in th e lat e 1950 s an d earl y 1960s . B y thi s time , increasin g affluenc e an d 
suburbanization mad e residentia l communit y an d proximity , alon g wit h 
participation i n secula r Jewish organizations , th e stronges t form s o f identit y 
for man y Jew s livin g i n th e urba n metropolis . Ye t mos t Jewis h critic s in -
tensified thei r call s for racia l integration i n residentia l communities , schools , 
and communa l institutions , despit e th e potentia l dange r t o thes e vita l form s 
of Jewish communa l sustenance . 

The issu e o f Blac k writer s an d critic s i n th e N e w Yor k Intellectua l 
community i n th e lat e 1950 s an d earl y 1960 s i s explore d i n chapte r 3 . 
Perhaps n o othe r identifiabl e grou p o f America n Jew s ha s s o exemplifie d 
the Jewish pus h t o succee d an d t o gai n recognition , an d t o d o s o withou t 
the debilitatin g attachmen t t o Jewis h tradition , a s th e coteri e o f mostl y 
Jewish intellectual s tha t coalesce d aroun d Partisan  Review i n th e 1930s . Son s 
and daughter s o f immigrants, th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s hel d up individua l 
freedom an d urba n cosmopolitanis m a s th e highes t ideal s an d se t abou t 
building a  modernis t an d staunchl y anti-Communis t hig h cultur e i n th e 
United States . Whil e th e issu e o f rac e wa s no t paramoun t fo r mos t N e w 
York Intellectuals , ther e wer e severa l N e w Yor k writer s whos e wor k o n 
race becam e emblemati c o f thei r genera l approac h t o art , culture , society , 
and, o f course , Jewishness . 

By mos t historica l accounts , th e ris e o f Black Power , th e attac k o n libera l 
integrationism, an d th e 196 7 Six-Da y Wa r i n th e Middl e Eas t change d th e 
dynamics o f the relationshi p betwee n Black s an d Jews i n th e Unite d States . 
A numbe r o f well-publicize d confrontation s betwee n thes e tw o groups , 
symbolized mos t dramaticall y b y th e N e w Yor k Cit y teacher' s strik e o f 
1968, resulte d i n th e widesprea d impressio n tha t th e state d Jewish interes t 
in strengthenin g th e syste m o f individua l advanc e b y meri t wa s incompat -
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ible wit h growin g Blac k demand s fo r a  redistributio n o f powe r an d re -
sources. Bu t a n analysi s o f th e statement s o f Jewish leader s an d intellectual s 
who becam e activel y engage d i n th e rac e issu e betwee n 196 7 an d 197 2 
indicates tha t a  larg e numbe r foun d a  grea t dea l t o sympathiz e wit h i n th e 
Black Powe r movement . Man y Jewis h leader s an d intellectual s side d wit h 
the ne w radicalism , urge d understandin g o f Black demand s fo r suc h policie s 
as communit y contro l an d racia l preferences , an d insisted , agains t th e vie w 
of Blac k Powe r leaders , tha t Jews wer e stil l victim s wh o belonge d o n th e 
side o f th e Blac k oppressed . Centra l t o thi s mor e radica l positio n amon g 
Jewish leader s an d intellectual s wa s th e frequen t compariso n betwee n Zi -
onism an d Blac k Power . I t i s i n thi s perio d tha t th e trul y integra l natur e 
of th e attachmen t o f man y Jewis h leader s an d intellectual s t o th e Blac k 
struggle fo r equalit y i s reveale d i n it s mos t blatan t forms . 

At thi s time , som e Jewis h leader s an d intellectual s articulate d a  mor e 
conservative approac h t o Blac k Power . Chapte r 5  of thi s boo k look s a t th e 
position o f some conservativ e element s i n th e orthodo x Jewish community ; 
conservative segment s o f poorer , mor e religiousl y observan t working-clas s 
Jews an d th e Jewish Defens e League ; an d th e forme r Jewish radicals , man y 
associated wit h th e N e w Yor k Intellectua l milieu , wh o helpe d pionee r th e 
neoconservative movemen t i n th e Unite d States . Neoconservatis m wa s th e 
largest an d mos t influentia l politicall y conservativ e movemen t amon g sec -
ular Jews i n th e postwa r era , an d thi s boo k end s wit h it s arriva l i n 1972 . 
With th e Jewis h neoconservatives , th e ful l rang e o f contemporar y Jewis h 
positions o n race , al l o f whic h i n on e wa y o r anothe r remaine d mire d i n 
the discours e o f liberalism , ha d bee n full y articulated . 

An intellectua l histor y tha t concern s itsel f wit h ho w America n Jew s 
think o n an y topi c inevitabl y become s bogge d dow n i n th e question s o f 
"who i s a  Jew" an d wha t i s an d wha t i s no t "Jewish " abou t thei r views . 
Since America n Jew s ar e involve d i n almos t ever y wal k o f moder n life , 
they ar e ofte n possesse d o f multipl e identities . I n th e postwa r period , fo r 
instance, throng s o f socia l scientist s o f Jewis h birt h hav e writte n o n th e 
issue o f rac e relations . I t seem s axiomati c t o declar e th e wor k o f th e ma -
jority o f thes e author s inappropriat e fo r inclusio n i n thi s book , a s th e au -
thors themselve s woul d n o doub t insis t tha t thei r wor k i s a  produc t o f th e 
commitment t o th e evaluativ e standard s o f moder n socia l scienc e an d no t 
to thei r "Jewishness. " Certainly , a n argumen t coul d b e mad e tha t th e com -
mitment o f s o man y Jewis h scholar s t o "objective " socia l scienc e speak s 
volumes abou t th e "Jewishness " o f thes e authors , an d indee d a n argumen t 
about th e natur e o f th e "Jewish " attractio n t o objectiv e socia l scienc e i s 
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advanced i n chapte r 2 . But , i n general , i t ha s no t bee n m y purpos e t o 
deconstruct text s o r t o speculat e a s to th e underlyin g psychologica l motive s 
of writers o f Jewish birth . I n orde r t o avoi d a n undu e amoun t o f projectio n 
and relianc e o n innuendo , th e mos t libera l definitio n o f wh o i s a n Amer -
ican Jew an d whos e thought , therefore , constitute s a  vali d primar y sourc e 
for inclusio n i n thi s analysi s ha s been employed . Fo r th e mos t part , anybod y 
who claim s t o b e Jewish, ha s live d i n th e Unite d State s fo r mos t o f hi s o r 
her professiona l life , an d i s writin g abou t Black s o r an y issu e pertainin g t o 
Black Americans , i s considere d a  vali d primar y sourc e fo r th e purpose s o f 
this book . Th e clai m t o Jewishnes s ca n tak e man y form s i n additio n t o a 
statement t o suc h effec t withi n a  particula r tex t o r speech . I f a n autho r i s 
of Jewish birt h an d i s writin g fo r a  specificall y Jewis h publicatio n o r fo r 
the sak e o f a  Jewish audience , hi s o r he r wor k i s considere d fai r gam e fo r 
analysis. 

There i s n o doub t that , i n a  stud y o f thi s magnitude , ther e wil l b e 
important omissions . N o singl e volum e ca n captur e th e entir e univers e o f 
Jewish though t o n an y issue . Al l tha t a n autho r ca n hop e fo r i s tha t th e 
dominant strains , trends , an d characteristic s o f a  particula r historica l topi c 
can b e illuminate d an d interprete d i n a n hones t an d ope n manner . Th e 
reader, o f course , wil l b e th e judg e o f whethe r thi s objectiv e ha s bee n 
achieved. 



1 

The Libera l Jew, th e Souther n Jew, 
and Desegregatio n i n th e South , 
1945-1964 

To a n astonishin g degre e the y [th e Jews] hav e mad e th e figh t o f th e 
American Negr o thei r fight . 

—James Farmer , Chairman , Congres s o f Racial Equality , 196 4 

Though bot h type s [o f prejudice] hav e sharpl y decline d i n recen t 
years, anti-Negr o prejudic e i s stil l fa r mor e prevalen t i n moder n 
America tha n anti-Semitism . 

—Thomas F . Pettigrew , Jews in the  Mind of  America, 1965 

Of al l th e change s i n America n lif e tha t resulte d fro m Worl d 
War II , perhap s non e wa s a s profoun d a s th e reformulatio n o f America n 
ideology i n th e spher e o f intergrou p relations . Th e victor y ove r th e axi s 
powers an d Europea n fascis m compelle d th e Unite d State s t o rectif y th e 
disparity betwee n th e realit y o f it s grou p lif e an d th e ideal s o f equalit y an d 
freedom. Th e Swedis h sociologis t Gunna r Myrda l though t tha t th e wa r 
had mad e th e contradictio n betwee n th e syste m o f values t o whic h Amer -
icans wer e i n theor y committe d an d th e nation' s actua l racia l practice s 
particularly glarin g an d tha t circumstance s provide d th e Unite d State s wit h 
its greates t opportunit y fo r amelioratin g grou p problems . "Th e America n 
creed," a s Myrda l calle d it , consistin g o f th e value s o f liberty , equality , 
justice, an d fai r opportunit y fo r all , create d a  "mora l dilemma " fo r Amer -
icans confronte d b y th e nation' s highl y imperfec t adherenc e t o thes e val -
ues.1 

The wa r revive d th e ide a tha t wha t unite d American s wa s a  grea t dea l 
more importan t tha n wha t divide d them , an d th e ne w attitud e wa s ex -
pressed throug h popula r music , radi o shows , an d th e consensu s histor y 

24 
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being writte n b y som e o f th e country' s mos t respecte d historians. 2 Th e 
new ideologica l formulatio n wa s embodie d i n th e statemen t o f purposes o f 
the Commo n Counci l fo r America n Unity , a  grou p lon g intereste d i n 
ethnic affairs : "T o hel p creat e amon g th e America n peopl e th e unit y an d 
mutual understandin g resultin g fro m a  commo n citizenship , a  commo n 
belief i n democrac y an d th e ideal s o f liberty .  . .  and th e acceptance , i n fac t 
as wel l a s i n law , o f al l citizens , whateve r thei r nationa l o r racia l origins , 
as equa l partner s i n America n society." 3 

Perhaps n o grou p imbibe d o f th e ne w dispensatio n a s enthusiasticall y a s 
American Jews. Th e lat e historia n Luc y Dawidowic z calle d th e perio d afte r 
1945 th e "Golde n Age " o f American Jewry an d wrot e tha t th e "experienc e 
of th e wa r year s ha d ha d a  transfigurin g effec t o n America n Jew s an d o n 
their idea s o f themselve s a s Jews."4 Havin g mad e importan t contribution s 
to th e wa r effort , man y Jews fel t th e tensio n betwee n thei r identit y a s Jews 
and a s American s dissipate . Th e Nazi s wer e th e enemie s o f bot h th e Jew s 
and th e Unite d States , thu s renderin g anti-Semitis m th e attitud e o f a  de -
feated enem y rathe r tha n o f th e idea l American . Indication s tha t anti -
Semitism wa s o n th e declin e wer e overwhelming . Publi c opinio n poll s 
taken betwee n 194 0 an d 196 2 revea l tha t anti-Semitism , a s measure d b y 
the numbe r o f non-Jew s wh o though t Jew s wer e radicals , ha d to o muc h 
power, wer e "unscrupulous, " o r lacke d cultur e an d goo d breedin g wa s a t 
historically lo w levels. 5 Th e barrier s tha t ha d prohibite d Jew s fro m gettin g 
into prestigiou s college s an d universitie s decline d i n th e 1950s , a s thes e 
institutions focuse d o n academi c achievemen t a s th e primar y facto r fo r 
admission. Th e increasin g toleranc e o f America' s socia l lif e wa s accompa -
nied b y a n expandin g econom y tha t sa w ne w opportunitie s ope n u p fo r 
Jews an d othe r minorities . Whil e pocket s o f exclusio n remained , Jews ex -
hibited hig h economi c mobility , hig h pe r capit a income , an d dispropor -
tionate representatio n i n professional , managerial , executive , an d proprie -
tary position s i n th e economy. 6 Poll s als o reveale d a  greate r acceptanc e o f 
Jews i n politics , a s politica l campaign s becam e increasingl y voi d o f over t 
anti-Semitism. B y 1962 , three-fourth s o f American s claime d the y woul d 
vote agains t a  candidat e solel y becaus e h e wa s anti-Semitic. 7 Th e declin e 
of politica l anti-Semitis m wa s symbolize d b y th e demis e o f th e notoriou s 
Jew-baiting congressma n fro m Mississipp i Joh n Rankin . B y 194 7 Ranki n 
had bee n turne d ou t b y Mississipp i voter s i n a  runof f electio n t o fil l th e 
seat o f th e decease d Senato r Theodor e Bilbo , i f no t becaus e o f hi s Je w 
hatred, the n a t leas t i n spit e o f it . Fiv e year s late r Ranki n los t hi s ow n 
congressional sea t i n a  runof f electio n wit h anothe r incumben t con -



26 I  B L A C K S I N T H E J E W I S H M I N D 

gressman. "Th e demis e o f Rankin, " write s historia n Edwar d Shapiro , 
perhaps ove r optimistically , "mean t th e virtua l en d o f anti-Semitis m i n 
Congress."8 

Other evidenc e o f th e declin e o f anti-Semitis m i n th e immediat e post -
war perio d abounded . N o large r anti-Semiti c activit y wa s ignite d whe n 
Julius an d Ethe l Rosenber g wer e convicte d o f espionag e an d execute d i n 
the 1950s , no r di d th e populis t anti-Communis t crusad e o f th e Wisconsi n 
Senator Josep h McCarth y descen d int o Jew-hatred. 9 Th e ne w willingnes s 
to accep t America n Jew s a s ful l citizen s als o becam e apparen t i n popula r 
culture. I n 194 5 Bess Meyerson becam e th e firs t Jew t o wi n a  Miss Americ a 
contest, an d fan s cheere d Han k Greenber g a s h e le d th e Detroi t Tiger s t o 
victory ove r th e Chicag o Cub s i n th e Worl d Series . Bu t th e mos t dramati c 
change i n America' s perceptio n o f th e Jew showe d u p o n th e bi g screen . 
Hollywood sa w th e reversa l o f the "de-Semitizing " o f movies i n th e thirtie s 
that ha d anglicize d th e name s o f Jewish character s o r removed the m entirel y 
from movies . Film s lik e The  Sands  of  Iwo  Jima (1949) , Action  in  the  North 
Atlantic (1943) , A  Walk  in  the  Sun  (1945) , Objective  Burma  (1945) , Pride  of 
the Marines (1945) , an d The  Purple  Heart (1944 ) prominentl y feature d Jewis h 
characters i n war-tim e situations , ofte n unabashedl y proclaimin g thei r Jew-
ishness an d th e belie f i n th e equalit y o f al l men . I n 1947 , Crossfire  an d 
Gentlemen's Agreement,  Hollywood' s tw o preeminen t film s o n anti -
Semitism u p t o tha t time , vie d fo r th e Academ y Awar d fo r bes t picture. 10 

"Like All Other  Americans .  .  ." 

But i f Jew s wer e please d wit h th e declin e o f anti-Semitis m i n postwa r 
America, ther e wa s stil l a  sense o f uneasiness . Fo r on e thing , th e Holocaus t 
weighed heavil y o n America n Jews , whos e feeling s o f vulnerabilit y wer e 
accentuated b y th e knowledg e tha t th e fat e o f thei r Europea n brethre n ha d 
not mattere d ver y muc h t o th e Allie d powers . Fo r another , th e America n 
celebration o f diversit y ha d bee n somethin g les s absolut e tha n i t appeare d 
to be . Fo r th e mos t part , th e messag e o f diversit y an d grou p pluralis m wa s 
almost alway s assimilationis t i n tha t th e objectiv e wa s t o achiev e ideologica l 
consensus an d unit y a s th e foundatio n fo r domesti c tranquility . A s th e his -
torian Phili p Gleaso n wrot e o f th e ne w order , "Ostensibly , i t repudiate d 
assimilation; i n fac t i t embodie d assimilatio n becaus e i t assume d tha t every -
one agree d abou t basi c matter s tha t wer e actuall y distinctiv e t o th e Unite d 
States."11 Allegianc e t o th e libera l value s o f democracy , freedom , equality , 
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and respec t fo r individua l right s constitute d th e ne w "America n identity, " 
but th e precis e rol e o f ethni c loyaltie s i n America n lif e wa s lef t undefined . 

This ambiguit y exacerbate d wha t fo r America n Jews ha d been a  decades-
long debat e ove r wha t woul d constitut e Jewis h identit y i n Americ a an d 
the prope r degre e o f assimilation. Th e reactio n o f some o f the Jewish critic s 
at Commentary  magazin e t o Laur a Hobson' s Gentlemen's  Agreement,  an d t o 
the 194 7 Hollywoo d movi e base d o n tha t novel , provide s som e insigh t 
into th e difficultie s Jew s faced. 12 Th e America n Jewis h Committe e ha d 
founded Commentary  i n 194 5 a s "a n ac t o f fait h i n ou r [th e Jews' ] possi -
bilities i n America " an d i n th e belie f "tha t ou t o f th e opportunitie s o f ou r 
experience here , ther e wil l evolv e ne w pattern s o f living , ne w mode s o f 
thought, whic h wil l harmoniz e heritag e an d countr y int o a  tru e sens e o f 
at-homeness i n th e moder n world." 1 3 Bu t Gentlemen's  Agreement  reveale d 
that th e synthesi s betwee n heritag e an d countr y tha t Commentary  hope d fo r 
remained elusive . 

Hobson's stor y feature s a  gentil e journalis t name d Phi l who , i n a n at -
tempt t o ge t a  fres h angl e fo r a  serie s o f article s fo r a  mass-circulatio n 
magazine, decide s t o disguis e himsel f a s a  Je w s o tha t h e ca n discove r 
firsthand th e natur e o f anti-Semitism . Throug h Phil' s relationshi p wit h hi s 
gentile fiancee , an d he r unwillingnes s t o sel l a  family hom e i n Connecticu t 
to Phil' s Jewish friend , th e subtle , gentee l anti-Semitis m o f the middl e an d 
upper classe s i s revealed . Fo r thi s achievement , th e fil m dre w accolade s 
from Ellio t Cohen , th e edito r o f Commentary,  wh o rave d tha t th e "plai n 
fact i s tha t Gentlemen's  Agreement  i s a  moving , thought-provokin g film , 
which dramaticall y bring s hom e th e questio n o f anti-Semitis m t o precisel y 
those peopl e whos e insigh t i s most needed—decent , averag e Americans." 14 

What Cohe n like d bes t abou t th e fil m wa s Phil' s masqueradin g a s a  Jew , 
because i t underscore d th e notio n tha t anti-Semitis m wa s alway s a  matte r 
of "fals e identity , th e hallucinator y identificatio n o f flesh-and-blood  Jew s 
with tha t centuries-ol d myt h o f th e Wester n world : th e somehow-siniste r 
Yid."15 Th e belie f tha t Jews possesse d n o distinctiv e Jewish trait s o r cultura l 
behavior pattern s tha t coul d elici t discriminator y behavio r fro m non-Jew s 
was expresse d throug h Phil' s experience s wit h restrictiv e covenants , gen -
tile-only jo b ads , arbitrar y insults , th e schoolyar d fight s o f hi s child , an d 
the gamu t o f institutiona l exclusion . 

But ther e wa s a  fli p sid e t o al l o f this . Cohe n note d tha t th e messag e o f 
the fil m seeme d t o b e tha t toleranc e i s necessar y becaus e w e ar e al l th e 
same: "Th e convers e seem s t o b e tha t i f we weren't , on e woul d no t nee d 
to b e tolerant." 16 I n referenc e t o Phil' s abilit y t o sli p unimpede d i n an d 
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out o f hi s Jewish disguise , anothe r Commentary  criti c wrot e i n he r revie w 
of th e nove l tha t "Mrs . Hobso n recognize s n o vali d difference s betwee n 
them [Jew s an d gentiles ] excep t th e difference s created , o n th e Gentil e side , 
by a  stat e o f min d ignorantl y .  .  .  and, o n th e Jewish side , b y th e awarenes s 
of bein g discriminate d against." 17 Cohe n himsel f warne d tha t makin g tol -
erance conditiona l o n uniformit y i s risky busines s an d insiste d that , t o mos t 
Jews, bein g Jewish i s mor e tha n "bein g religiou s i n th e creeda l sense " an d 
joining th e figh t agains t anti-Semitism : "Ther e i s a  richness , variety , an d 
value i n grou p lif e tha t th e 'n o difference ' formul a overlooks. " Th e literar y 
critic Lesli e Fiedle r pu t th e questio n o f Jewishness i n Hobson' s nove l suc -
cinctly: "What , afte r all , is  a  Jew i n thi s worl d wher e me n ar e identifie d 
as Jews onl y b y mistake , wher e th e ver y wor d become s merel y a n epithe t 
arbitrarily applied?" 18 Bu t Gentlemen's  Agreement  wa s a n attemp t t o clos e 
the ga p betwee n liberalis m i n practic e an d libera l ideals , an d anti-Semitis m 
for th e postwa r America n libera l wa s clearl y a  cas e o f mistake n identit y i n 
which th e worl d think s tha t Jew s ar e differen t whe n i n fac t the y ar e lik e 
everyone else . 

". .  .  Only  More So" 

While mos t whit e ethni c group s i n th e postwa r perio d experience d som e 
difficulty negotiatin g thi s "n o difference " formula , th e dilemm a fo r Amer -
ican Jew s wa s mor e acute. 19 Befor e th e wa r America n Jew s ha d wrestle d 
with issue s o f Judaism an d Jewishness, o r whethe r Jews constitute d a n eth -
nic nationality , a  religiou s group , o r both . Durin g th e war , hig h level s o f 
anti-Semitism an d discriminatio n ha d continue d a s a n issu e aroun d whic h 
all Jews coul d unite . I n addition , th e caus e o f Jews i n Europ e an d Palestin e 
drew man y o f thos e o n th e margi n int o Jewis h circles . Afte r th e war , th e 
decline o f anti-Semitism , th e establishmen t o f a  Jewish stat e i n 1948 , an d 
the increasin g affluenc e an d suburbanizatio n o f Jews an d othe r American s 
made i t fa r les s obviou s ho w America n Jews differe d fro m othe r American s 
in thei r socia l an d politica l interests . I t was in thi s atmospher e o f acceptanc e 
and opennes s tha t th e Marxist-turned-Jewis h theologia n Wil l Herber g es -
poused hi s belie f tha t America n pluralis m wa s rapidl y becomin g a  pluralis m 
of th e majo r religiou s faiths , eac h representin g a n equall y vali d expressio n 
of a  commo n America n faith , rathe r tha n a  pluralism o f ethni c group s tha t 
lent itsel f t o competin g loyalties. 20 

The questio n o f religiou s meanin g itsel f wa s a  troublin g matte r fo r 
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American Jews . I f Judaism ha d gaine d equa l lega l an d socia l statu s wit h 
Christianity, the n discriminatio n an d exclusio n coul d n o longe r b e th e foca l 
point fo r th e concep t o f "chosenness " tha t ha d bee n a t Judaism's spiritua l 
core throughou t th e age s an d tha t ha d lon g blurre d th e lin e i n Jewis h 
thought tha t separate d th e Jewis h religio n fro m Jewis h peoplehood . Thi s 
sparked a  debat e i n whic h som e Jewish scholars , lik e Herber g an d Arthu r 
A. Cohen , calle d fo r a  revitalization o f Jewish lif e throug h ritua l an d others , 
like th e conservativ e rabb i Rober t Gordis , wh o urge d Jew s t o revitaliz e 
their religiou s lif e throug h a  commitmen t t o socia l justice . Nevertheless , 
the Holocaust , th e failur e o f the Allie s t o d o enoug h abou t it , an d lingerin g 
pockets o f discriminatio n mad e i t likel y tha t man y Jew s woul d continu e 
to identif y wit h th e on e aspec t o f bein g Jewis h mos t accessibl e t o them : 
the experienc e o f anti-Semitis m an d th e figh t agains t it . A s th e historia n 
William Tol l ha s written , "th e grea t majorit y o f influentia l rabbi s an d lay -
men se t abou t reconcilin g th e Jewis h sens e o f chosennes s wit h th e mora l 
mission o f Americ a a s exempla r o f democrac y an d self-determination." 21 

Increasingly, man y Jew s foun d thei r religiou s identit y i n th e wor k o f 
national defens e organization s lik e th e America n Jewis h Committee , th e 
American Jewish Congress , an d th e B  na i B'rith' s Anti-Defamatio n Leagu e 
(ADL). Thes e organization s continue d wit h thei r origina l missio n t o ac t 
politically o n behal f o f Jews a s an ethni c grou p wit h distinc t interests , whil e 
simultaneously becomin g mor e importan t i n definin g th e religiou s dimen -
sion o f Jewish lif e i n term s o f democracy , equality , civi l rights , an d racia l 
brotherhood.22 Afte r Worl d Wa r II , man y youn g Jew s too k job s a s civi l 
servants i n Jewish communa l agencie s an d helpe d shap e Jewish identit y a s 
they di d so . 

For man y Jews, th e figh t agains t anti-Semitis m i n Americ a throug h th e 
liberal formul a o f equality , individuality , an d rationality , alon g wit h th e 
issue o f suppor t fo r a  Jewish stat e i n Palestine , too k precedenc e ove r th e 
formulation o f a  specifi c religiou s identit y an d i n a  sens e substitute d fo r 
such a n identity . Liberalis m an d th e figh t fo r equalit y als o represente d on e 
way b y whic h Jew s coul d sustai n a  distinctiv e grou p purpos e i n th e dem -
ocratic project . I n hi s 194 5 essa y "Ful l Equalit y i n a  Fre e Society, " Alex -
ander Pekelis , th e lega l counse l fo r th e America n Jewish Congress , declare d 
that "th e philosoph y an d practic e o f cultural pluralis m offe r th e opportunit y 
for a  ne w for m o f Jewish autonomy. " I t wa s Pekelis' s belie f tha t Jewis h 
identity coul d b e catalyze d b y providin g a  Jewish platfor m fo r genera l po -
litical actio n an d b y reconcilin g th e nee d fo r communa l purpos e wit h th e 
need fo r faith . "America n Jew s wil l fin d mor e reason s fo r takin g a n affir -
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mative attitud e towar d bein g Jews . . . i f they ar e par t an d parce l o f a  grea t 
American an d huma n forc e workin g fo r a  better worl d .  .  .  whether o r no t 
the individua l issue s touc h directl y upo n so-calle d Jewish interests, " Pekeli s 
wrote.23 Pekeli s wa s typica l o f mos t Jewish communa l leader s wh o viewe d 
their effort s a s part o f a  larger struggl e agains t th e proble m o f prejudice an d 
discrimination towar d an y grou p o f people . A s th e fame d attorne y fo r th e 
American Jewis h Congres s Wil l Maslo w woul d sa y o f th e Jewish motiva -
tion t o joi n th e civi l right s movement , "yo u can' t figh t discriminatio n 
against on e minorit y grou p withou t fightin g i t agains t others . I t wa s logica l 
for Jews an d Negroe s t o cooperate." 24 

This approac h t o identit y foun d th e Jew s a t th e cor e o f th e fast -
developing postwa r civi l right s coalition . Th e recen t comment s o f Jac k 
Greenberg, th e illustriou s civi l rights lawyer , abou t Jewish attractio n t o civi l 
rights reveal s ho w overwhelmingl y thi s impulse wa s relate d t o Jewish iden -
tity. Lik e Wil l Maslo w an d Alexande r Pekelis , bot h o f w h o m immigrate d 
to th e Unite d State s a s children , Greenber g cam e fro m a n "Easter n Eu -
ropean, Socialist-Zionis t culture, " whic h hi s fathe r ha d brough t wit h hi m 
from Poland . Thi s "culture, " rathe r tha n Judaism pe r se , instilled i n Green -
berg th e "belie f tha t discriminatio n an d persecutio n wer e evil s an d tha t 
Blacks, lik e Jews , suffere d fro m a  deep , economicall y based , raciall y m o -
tivated hatre d tha t ha d t o b e opposed. " Bu t Greenber g confesse s tha t i t 
"might b e facil e t o attribut e to o muc h t o th e Socialist-Zionis t milieu " i n 
which h e gre w up . Socialis t Zionis m coul d no t accoun t fo r thos e Germa n 
Jews wh o cam e ou t o f a  very differen t background , ye t stil l supporte d civi l 
rights, peopl e lik e Herber t Lehman , hi s niec e Hele n Buttenweiser , Arthu r 
Springarn, an d Lessin g Rosenwald , al l associate d wit h eithe r th e America n 
Jewish Committe e o r th e NAACP . A s Greenber g explain s it , "tha t pro -
civil right s sentimen t spanne d Germa n an d Easter n Europea n Jews suggest s 
the powe r o f th e share d experienc e o f anti-Semitis m an d it s resemblanc e 
to th e Blac k experience." 25 

The incongruit y o f th e Jewish emphasi s o n anti-Semitis m a s the centra l 
mode o f grou p identit y an d th e simultaneou s levelin g o f anti-Semitis m i n 
the Unite d State s wa s conspicuou s enoug h fo r th e Columbi a Universit y 
economist El i Ginzbur g t o tak e not e o f i n hi s 194 9 volume , Agenda  for 
American Jews.  Ginzbur g warne d tha t a  Jewish identit y base d o n fightin g 
anti-Semitism woul d no t provid e a  sufficien t basi s fo r th e sustenanc e o f th e 
Jewish community . "Toda y a t leas t amon g larg e number s o f America n 
Jews," h e wrote , "th e 'defens e activities ' hav e usurpe d a  positio n o f pri -
ority. Thi s wa s mor e o r les s inevitabl e sinc e man y o f thes e Jews hav e los t 
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all interes t i n positiv e Jewish values[; ] thei r entir e adjustmen t i s externall y 
oriented."26 Bu t Ginzburg' s warnin g wen t unheede d and , accordin g t o on e 
historian, "Workin g fo r a  societ y i n whic h economi c disadvantag e an d 
intolerance woul d hav e n o plac e becam e fo r Jews a n almos t religio-cultura l 
obsession."27 

As th e nationa l Jewis h organization s an d othe r libera l group s bega n t o 
win majo r lega l an d legislativ e victorie s a t th e stat e an d federa l levels , loca l 
and nationa l Jewis h "defense " agencies , whic h wer e originall y forme d t o 
combat anti-Semitism , becam e "communit y relations " agencie s an d shifte d 
their focu s t o th e broade r battl e fo r civi l rights . I n 194 5 th e America n 
Jewish Congres s bega n workin g wit h th e N A A C P t o for m th e centra l axi s 
around whic h othe r groups—includin g th e America n Civi l Libertie s U n -
ion, th e Jehovah's Witnesses , th e Japanese-American Citizen' s League , th e 
Anti-Defamation League , th e Nationa l Lawyer s Guil d an d th e A F L - C I O — 
gathered t o campaig n fo r antidiscriminatio n statute s an d fai r employmen t 
practices legislation . I n 1947 , i n respons e t o a  reques t fro m th e NAAC P t o 
support a n antilynchin g bil l i n Congress , th e mor e politicall y reserve d 
American Jewis h Committe e formall y mad e th e commitmen t t o minorit y 
causes no t specificall y Jewish wit h th e statemen t tha t "i t i s a proper exercis e 
of th e power s o f ou r charte r tha t th e AJ C joi n wit h othe r group s i n th e 
protection o f th e civi l right s o f th e member s o f al l group s irrespectiv e o f 
race, religion , colo r o r nationa l origin ; an d tha t i t i s ou r genera l polic y s o 
to do." 2 8 A t th e 195 6 Conferenc e o f th e Nationa l Communit y Relation s 
Advisory Council , th e coordinatin g bod y o f si x nationa l Jewish organiza -
tions an d thirty-fiv e loca l communit y relation s councils , th e chairman , Ber -
nard Trager , pointe d ou t tha t "th e entir e substantiv e progra m o f Jewis h 
Community Relation s rest s upo n th e thesi s tha t Jewish equalit y i s onl y a s 
secure i n a  democrati c societ y a s th e equalit y o f othe r groups." 29 

The allianc e tha t linke d Blac k an d Jewis h civi l right s group s betwee n 
the year s 194 5 an d 196 4 ha s bee n calle d th e "Golde n Years " o f th e Black / 
Jewish alliance. 30 Ostensibly , th e goal s o f bot h group s wer e similar—th e 
end o f lega l segregatio n an d th e destructio n o f lega l barrier s t o ful l inclu -
sion. Bu t th e place s fro m whic h America n Jew s an d Blac k American s ar -
rived i n thi s civi l rights coalitio n wer e demonstrabl y different . Fo r whateve r 
else motivate d th e Jewis h involvemen t i n th e caus e o f equa l right s fo r 
Blacks, an d ther e ca n b e n o doub t tha t thi s include d commitment s derive d 
from Jewis h theolog y a s wel l a s th e share d experienc e o f oppression , par -
ticipation i n th e civi l right s struggl e als o represente d on e o f th e way s b y 
which Jew s coul d continu e t o identif y a s a  distinc t cultura l grou p withi n 
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a pluralisti c democracy , rathe r tha n bein g see n merel y a s individual s wh o 
adhere t o a  separat e bu t increasingl y homogenou s religiou s faith . 

That thi s wa s a  radica l approac h t o Jewis h identit y i n Americ a ca n b e 
seen b y wha t th e postwa r civi l right s movemen t reveale d abou t Blac k iden -
tity. Sinc e th e en d o f the slav e syste m i n th e America n South , Blac k Amer -
ican politica l discours e ha s embodie d th e competin g impulse s o f separatis m 
and integration . On e strai n espouse s th e vie w tha t Blac k American s con -
stitute a  permanentl y exclude d rac e whos e ful l participatio n i n America n 
democracy wil l neve r b e realize d an d th e othe r th e belie f tha t Black s ar e 
an ethni c grou p capabl e o f winnin g lega l equalit y an d ful l integratio n i n 
American life . Durin g Worl d Wa r II , Blac k leader s o f th e NAACP , th e 
National Urba n League , an d othe r organization s wer e strengthene d i n thei r 
arguments agains t racia l separatis m b y th e reactio n agains t th e racia l theorie s 
of th e Nazis , an d the y wo n partia l victorie s i n integratin g wor k place s an d 
the arme d forces. 31 Afte r th e war , mos t Blac k leader s continue d t o commi t 
themselves t o ethni c grou p politics , usin g th e lega l syste m and , later , po -
litical agitatio n t o promot e thei r interests . Th e figh t fo r ful l integratio n an d 
the battl e fo r desegregatio n i n th e Sout h mean t tha t Black s ha d accepted , 
for a  time , a  mor e conservativ e definitio n o f Blac k identity , on e tha t sa w 
Blacks no t a s a  separat e civilizatio n charge d wit h formin g th e vanguar d o f 
a race-base d internationa l coalitio n agains t Wester n domination , a s som e 
Black nationalist s ha d wanted , bu t a s a  grou p o f American s eage r t o tak e 
their plac e i n America' s ethni c flux. 32 

The Jew s i n Americ a wer e facin g a  fa r differen t situation . A t th e ver y 
moment the y becam e awar e tha t i t wa s possibl e fo r the m t o "melt " awa y 
as a n ethni c group , the y wer e refusin g t o d o so , i n part , throug h thei r 
involvement i n th e marc h fo r equa l rights . The decisio n o f the majo r Jewis h 
organizations t o pursu e civi l right s fo r al l constitute d a  commitmen t t o 
Jewish "otherness " throug h liberalism , whil e th e sam e decisio n o n th e par t 
of Blac k organization s an d leader s constitute d a  commitmen t t o Blac k 
"sameness" (o r a t leas t Blac k "similarity") . A s Willia m Tol l ha s written , 
Black American s "hav e approache d ethni c pluralis m a s th e mor e conser -
vative option , whil e Jewish leader s se e i t a s th e mor e radical , becaus e eac h 
group ha s com e t o politic s fro m a  very differen t socia l status." 33 The iron y 
was tha t man y Jew s viewe d th e broade r struggl e t o tea r dow n th e lega l 
barriers t o ful l integratio n a s on e wa y b y whic h Jews coul d stav e of f com -
plete assimilation . 
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"Like All Other  (White) Southerners  . . ." 

Perhaps th e mos t rewardin g effor t o f th e Black-Jewis h allianc e cam e i n 
1950, whe n th e America n Jewish Committe e hire d th e Blac k psychologis t 
Kenneth B . Clar k t o conduc t a  stud y o n th e impac t o f segregatio n o n 
Black children . Professo r Clar k foun d tha t segregatio n ha d a  profound im -
pact o n th e psycholog y an d self-estee m o f Black children . Afte r Clar k pre -
sented hi s finding s t o a  Whit e Hous e Conferenc e o n Children , NAAC P 
lawyers aske d hi m t o assis t the m a s a n exper t witnes s i n thre e o f th e fou r 
cases the y wer e bringin g befor e th e Suprem e Court . I n it s famou s Brown 
v. Board  oj  Education  decisio n o f Ma y 1954 , whic h foun d tha t racia l seg -
regation i n America' s publi c school s wa s unconstitutional , th e cour t cite d 
the origina l Clar k manuscrip t i n it s famou s footnot e eleven , a s well a s tw o 
other investigation s conducte d b y th e America n Jewis h Congress. 34 

It wa s immediatel y clea r tha t thi s cour t decisio n woul d caus e a  seriou s 
division amon g America' s Jews. Th e Jews wh o live d i n th e Souther n state s 
most impacte d b y th e Brow n decisio n ha d lon g acclimate d themselve s t o 
a socia l an d politica l milie u ver y differen t fro m tha t familia r t o Jews i n th e 
North, an d the y ha d lon g droppe d an y pretensions t o being a n ethni c grou p 
with a  distinc t politica l outlook . Th e Jew s o f th e Sout h di d no t shar e th e 
psychological attachmen t t o th e Blac k caus e tha t s o man y Norther n Jew s 
did, an d th e matte r o f civi l right s wa s no t integra l t o thei r identit y a s Jews, 
as i t ha d becom e fo r s o man y Jews i n th e North . 

The predominanc e o f peddler s an d smal l merchant s amon g th e Jew s 
who ha d migrate d t o th e Souther n regio n o f th e Unite d State s inspire d th e 
historian Stephe n Whitfiel d t o describ e th e positio n o f Jews i n th e Sout h 
in th e followin g way : "Fe w i n numbe r an d unobtrusiv e i n manner , mos t 
Southern Jew s hav e seeme d t o wan t nothin g mor e tha n t o mak e a  living ; 
their histor y ca n perhap s mos t full y b e categorize d a s a  branc h o f busines s 
history."35 Livin g i n a  regio n characterize d largel y b y a n overpowerin g 
caste syste m an d fierc e racia l bigotry , Souther n Jews tro d lightl y an d mad e 
their wa y i n a  place tha t wa s largel y ambivalen t abou t thei r presence . Sinc e 
their arriva l i n th e Sout h i n 1733 , Jews ha d face d period s o f significan t 
discrimination an d ha d bee n subjec t fro m tim e t o tim e t o a  numbe r o f 
legal proscriptions , a s the y wer e throughou t mos t o f prerevolutionar y 
America. I n colonia l times , Jew s wer e permitte d t o hol d publi c offic e i n 
none o f th e thirtee n colonies . Othe r lega l restriction s prohibite d Jews fro m 
voting an d fro m worshipin g i n public . Bu t thes e restriction s wer e ver y 
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loosely applie d an d wer e aime d a t disablin g Catholic s fa r mor e tha n Jews.36 

Perhaps th e mos t significan t strai n o f Souther n anti-Semitis m cam e i n th e 
form o f th e agraria n populis m o f th e 1890s , whos e obsessio n wit h money , 
credit, an d conspirac y le d writer s lik e Ignatiu s Donnell y t o identif y th e Je w 
with th e usure r an d th e "internationa l gol d ring." 37 Whil e populis t denun -
ciations o f Jews wer e primaril y rhetorica l an d rarel y resulte d i n riots , p o -
groms, o r eve n exclusionar y laws , th e forme r populis t rabble-rouse r 
Thomas E . Watso n wa s abl e t o incit e th e mo b tha t lynche d Le o Fran k 
using anti-Semiti c imagery. 38 Fo r th e mos t part , however , thes e kind s o f 
actions wer e tempere d b y countervailin g Souther n idea s concernin g th e 
equality o f al l whit e men , th e overridin g concer n wit h th e subordinatio n 
of Blacks , an d th e usefulnes s o f th e Jewis h presenc e a s merchant s an d ar -
tisans. I n general , anti-Jewis h attitude s peake d i n time s o f crisis but subside d 
when crise s ended , muc h a s the y di d elsewher e i n th e nation. 39 

Spread thinl y throughou t th e vas t region , Jew s i n th e Sout h tende d t o 
avoid takin g publi c stand s o n controversia l issues . When th e issu e o f slavery 
tore th e countr y i n tw o durin g th e Civi l War , fo r example , Souther n Jew s 
largely accepte d slaver y an d supporte d th e South . "Th e behavio r o f Jew s 
towards slave s seem s t o hav e bee n indistinguishabl e fro m tha t o f their non -
Jewish friends, " wrot e Bertra m Korn. 40 "I t i s true , however, " h e noted , 
"that thei r smal l numbe r militate d agains t th e creatio n o f a  distinctivel y 
Jewish approac h t o an y politica l o r socia l questio n othe r tha n anti -
Semitism."41 Th e Souther n Jewish approach , then , t o an y politica l o r socia l 
question wa s no t necessaril y t o avoi d anti-Semitism , thoug h tha t concer n 
was alway s present ; th e Jew' s positio n a s peddle r o r merchant—and , 
therefore, a s alien i n a  region s o characterize d b y a  commitment t o agraria n 
ways—made i t likel y tha t h e woul d adop t th e attitud e o f hi s customer s o r 
keep silen t abou t hi s differences , no t onl y because h e feare d physica l reprisa l 
but becaus e hi s livelihoo d depende d o n no t rockin g th e politica l boat . 

Given al l o f this , th e Souther n Jew , whos e socia l positio n remaine d 
precarious, wa s quit e shake n b y th e desegregatio n movemen t i n th e South , 
which cam e t o a  hea d i n Ma y 195 4 wit h th e Suprem e Court ' s decisio n 
striking dow n th e constitutionalit y o f "separat e bu t equal " publi c schools . 
Albert Vorspan , th e Refor m Jewis h leade r an d civi l right s activist , wrot e 
that "th e segregatio n crisi s ha s shake n Souther n Jew s mor e severel y tha n 
any nationa l even t sinc e th e civi l war." 42 A s durin g th e Civi l War , th e 
Jewish communit y o f th e 1950 s constitute d les s tha n one-hal f o f 1  percen t 
of th e Souther n populatio n an d wa s largel y compose d o f merchant s de -
pendent o n th e goodwil l o f th e community . Thi s time , however , th e sit -
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uation ha d becom e eve n mor e perilous , becaus e Jew s i n th e Sout h ha d 
gained a  modicum o f respec t amon g whit e Souther n gentiles . A s on e Jew -
ish businessma n fro m th e Sout h explaine d it , "Th e smal l tow n Jew i n th e 
South 'arrived' , perhap s t o a  greate r degre e tha n tha t o f hi s co-religionist s 
in othe r section s o f America . Tha t i s wha t make s s o painfu l hi s curren t 
dilemma involvin g th e Negr o problem . H e ha s somethin g preciou s t o 
lose—his acceptanc e a s 'on e o f us. ' " 4 3 

For som e Jews i n th e South , th e situatio n wa s more complicate d becaus e 
of th e willingnes s o f th e Jewish merchant , beginnin g afte r th e Civi l War , 
to cate r t o Blac k client s a s wel l a s white . Th e "succes s o f th e Jewish mer -
chants i s believe d t o b e du e t o winnin g th e negr o trade, " wrot e Joh n 
Dollard i n hi s stud y Caste  and  Class  in  a  Southern  Town. 44 Dollar d wen t o n 
to explai n th e reason s fo r th e succes s o f the Jewish merchant s amon g Blac k 
customers. Wherea s th e gentil e whit e stor e owner s woul d sa y t o a  Blac k 
customer, "Well , boy , wha t d o yo u want? " eve n i f the Blac k custome r wa s 
eighty year s old , th e Jewish merchan t woul d manag e t o skir t th e issu e b y 
saying, "Wha t ca n I  d o fo r you? " Jews wer e als o mor e willin g t o le t Black s 
try o n merchandis e withou t bein g obligate d t o mak e a  purchase. Th e nee d 
to appea l t o bot h Black s an d white s necessitate d tha t th e Jewish merchan t 
strive t o avoi d alienatin g eithe r party. 45 I t wa s a  position tha t Blac k Amer -
icans themselve s seeme d t o b e awar e of . Dr . Kennet h Clar k believe d tha t 
Southern Jew s wer e vulnerabl e t o th e propaganda , subtl e pressure , an d 
threats fro m th e mor e aggressiv e segregationis t group s an d tha t th e mor e 
sensitive Souther n Black s wer e awar e o f th e Jews' delicat e situation . Clar k 
quoted a  Black America n coupl e h e wa s visitin g i n Sout h Carolin a i n 195 7 
after listenin g t o a  Jewish politica l candidat e o n th e desegregatio n issue . 
"He hasn' t take n a  stan d o n i t an d w e don' t thin k i t woul d b e fai r t o as k 
him t o tak e a  publi c stand . H e own s a  busines s an d i f h e sai d tha t h e wa s 
for desegregatio n h e migh t hur t hi s business . H e i s n o worst . H e mus t b e 
better."46 Afte r talkin g wit h severa l hundre d Blac k resident s o f th e South , 
Clark conclude d tha t "thi s sensitivit y seem s t o dominat e th e genera l atti -
tude an d feeling s o f Negroe s towar d Jew s i n th e South." 47 

". .  .  Only  Less So" 

On balance , Souther n Jew s remaine d cautiou s o n th e issu e o f desegrega -
tion, ofte n pressurin g nationa l Jewis h agencie s throug h loca l communit y 
councils t o soft-peda l th e issu e s o a s no t t o associat e Jews wit h th e cause . 
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In on e instance , th e Jewish Federatio n o f Montgomery, Alabama , threat -
ened t o silenc e th e nationa l Jewish agencie s b y withholdin g it s yearly al -
location t o them. 48 Th e genera l strateg y o f laying low o n th e par t o f many 
Jews i n th e Sout h i s reflected i n th e findin g o f a  195 9 survey tha t showe d 
that two-third s o f Souther n gentile s di d no t kno w wher e thei r Jewis h 
neighbors stoo d o n th e issu e o f desegregation . Onl y 1  percent o f whit e 
gentiles surveye d fel t tha t Jews wer e th e grou p tha t ha d "don e th e mos t 
to sti r u p troubl e ove r th e [race ] issu e i n thos e Souther n communitie s 
where a  serious disput e exist s ove r th e Suprem e Cour t decision." 49 

Nevertheless, whil e Jew s i n th e Sout h di d no t embrac e th e caus e o f 
desegregation wit h a s much enthusias m a s Northern Jews o r th e nationa l 
Jewish organization s did , poll s an d survey s fro m th e perio d indicat e over -
whelmingly tha t Jews were, on the whole, more accepting of desegregation 
than othe r Souther n whites . I n i960 , a  surve y indicate d tha t Jews wer e 
more tha n twic e a s likely a s Southern Protestan t white s t o fee l tha t deseg -
regation wa s both inevitabl e and , i n general , desirabl e in the long run, an d 
only abou t one-thir d a s inclined a s th e latte r t o believ e tha t Black s wer e 
constitutionally inferio r t o whites . Moreover , onl y a  handful o f Jews wer e 
actively racis t beyon d th e conformit y apparentl y require d fo r maintainin g 
their businesse s o r professiona l career s i n strongl y segregationis t commu -
nities.50 On e researcher , Joshua Fishman , foun d tha t man y Souther n Jews 
who objecte d t o th e publi c statement s o f nationa l Jewis h organization s 
often privatel y agree d with them. 51 I n a  survey administered betwee n 195 9 
and 1962 , Alfred Her o foun d tha t Souther n Jews wer e "distinctl y les s in -
clined tha n whit e Souther n gentile s t o expres s segregationist , an d particu -
larly racist , ideology. " Her o explaine d tha t eve n whe n educational , occu -
pational, an d socia l difference s wer e hel d constant , "significan t difference s 
[between Souther n Jews and Southern gentiles ] were evident in their views 
on race relations." The surve y found tha t the majority o f Jewish informant s 
ranged fro m "mil d segregationist s t o integrationists " an d tha t "whit e gen -
tiles o f simila r occupatio n an d incom e wer e almos t twic e a s likely a s th e 
local Jews t o b e relativel y stron g whit e supremacists." 52 

In another stud y o f a Southern Jewish community , th e political scientis t 
Theodore Low i found tha t Jews who ha d lived in the South longer tende d 
to b e mor e conservativ e politicall y tha n Jews wh o ha d recentl y move d t o 
the Sout h bu t tha t "th e ol d Jews wil l mak e th e inevitabl e adjustmen t t o 
integration mor e easil y and more quickl y than thei r white Christia n breth -
ren. .  . ."53 Another poll , thi s on e conducte d b y a  private testin g agency at 
the reques t o f the Catholic  Digest,  showed that , whil e 6 5 percen t o f whit e 
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Protestants an d 63  percen t o f whit e Catholic s livin g i n th e Sout h oppose d 
racial integration , onl y 4 6 percen t o f Jew s oppose d it , an d thi s numbe r 
reflected th e likelihoo d tha t Jews i n th e South , a s the mos t insecur e group , 
were les s likely t o giv e interviewer s hones t answer s o n controversia l issues. 54 

According t o a  stud y o f Jews i n Roanoke , Virginia , i n th e mid-1950s , 7 0 
percent o f th e Jew s surveye d supporte d th e Suprem e Court' s decisio n t o 
integrate th e publi c schools. 55 Thes e surve y finding s wer e backe d u p b y 
the testimon y o f a t leas t on e majo r Blac k leader . Th e Reveren d Fre d Shut -
tlesworth, a  clos e aid e t o Dr . Marti n Luthe r Kin g Jr. , claime d tha t "th e 
response o f Souther n Jew s t o th e [civi l rights ] movemen t certainl y com -
pares favorabl y wit h tha t o f numerou s othe r whit e groups." 56 

Nevertheless, th e respons e o f Souther n Jew s wa s considere d entirel y 
inadequate b y man y libera l Jews i n th e Nort h an d b y th e nationa l Jewis h 
organizations, fo r who m th e figh t fo r racia l integratio n ha d becom e a  par -
ticularly Jewis h concern . Fo r man y Norther n Jew s an d fo r th e nationa l 
Jewish organizations , th e situatio n o f th e Jew s i n th e Sout h a s a  relativel y 
privileged peopl e challenge d thei r fundamenta l belief s abou t wha t i t mean t 
to b e a  Jew an d abou t th e sacre d connectio n betwee n rac e prejudic e an d 
anti-Semitism. Th e conflic t consiste d i n th e belie f o f Souther n Jew s tha t 
desegregation i n th e Sout h ha d a  mor e direc t impac t o n the m tha n o n 
other Jews an d tha t thei r immediat e safet y an d socia l standin g wer e a t stake . 
The nationa l Jewis h agencies , o n th e othe r hand , believe d tha t th e civi l 
rights crisi s extende d equall y t o al l Jews acros s th e land . 

The root s o f this crisi s appeared t o b e i n th e incompatibilit y o f the libera l 
view o f anti-Semitis m wit h th e actua l experienc e o f Jew s livin g i n th e 
South. Th e approac h tha t th e nationa l Jewis h organization s too k towar d 
anti-Semitism an d grou p prejudic e wa s embodie d i n th e finding s o f th e 
series o f studie s produce d unde r th e auspic e o f th e America n Jewish C o m -
mittee an d th e Anti-Defamatio n League. 57 Essentially , thes e studie s rein -
forced th e libera l belie f tha t th e cause s o f bigotr y an d discriminatio n wer e 
the sam e n o matte r who m th e objec t o f hatre d wa s an d that , therefore , 
wherever prejudic e agains t on e grou p wa s found , prejudic e agains t othe r 
minority group s wa s almos t alway s just of f th e horizon . Th e lea d stud y i n 
this serie s wa s The  Authoritarian  Personality,  conducte d unde r th e leadershi p 
of th e Marxis t emigr e schola r Theodor e Adorn o an d publishe d i n 1950 . 
This stud y foun d " a syndrom e o f unenlightenment" tha t linke d intoleranc e 
to personalit y structur e an d reporte d tha t peopl e wh o manifeste d intoler -
ance towar d on e grou p ha d a  hig h degre e o f intoleranc e towar d al l group s 
because certai n huma n need s ha d bee n represse d durin g thei r childhoods . 
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In accordanc e wit h thes e findings , liberal s believe d tha t prejudic e an d dis -
crimination wer e indivisibl e an d that , a s lon g a s on e minorit y grou p wa s 
being persecuted , n o minorit y grou p wa s safe. 58 

Adorno's stud y ha s bee n severel y criticize d fo r it s relianc e o n abstrac t 
theories o f personalit y a t th e expens e o f historica l dat a an d tren d analysis , 
for it s lac k o f a  tru e understandin g o f America n culture , an d fo r it s impli -
cation tha t authoritaria n trait s ar e th e exclusiv e domai n o f thos e o n th e 
political right. 59 Bu t th e nationa l Jewis h organization s wer e galvanize d b y 
its findings , whic h confirme d th e belie f that Jewish self-interes t wa s a t stak e 
in th e struggl e fo r Blac k equa l right s an d tha t Jewis h involvemen t wa s 
therefore mor e tha n justified. Sha d Polier , th e vic e presiden t o f th e Amer -
ican Jewish Congress , writin g o n behal f o f th e Congress' s Commissio n o n 
Law an d Socia l Action , explaine d tha t "wit h respec t t o th e communit y a s 
a whole , w e vie w th e figh t fo r equalit y a s indivisibl e an d a s par t o f th e 
general struggl e t o protec t democrac y agains t racism . Hence , an y manifes -
tation o f racism , whethe r agains t Jews , Negroes , Japanese , Puert o Rican s 
or others , affect s al l Americans , majorit y an d minorit y alike." 60 Anothe r 
communal leader , Davi d Danzig , state d i n a n addres s t o th e Southwes t 
Regional Conferenc e o f th e America n Jewis h Committe e i n 195 9 tha t 
"some Souther n Jews believ e tha t because th e Negr o i s the traditiona l targe t 
of hostility , the y ca n war d of f troubl e b y stayin g ou t o f th e desegregatio n 
battle. Histor y ha s show n th e fallac y o f thi s positio n tim e an d again . .  .  . 
Quite asid e fro m th e mora l obligation s o f citizenship , Jews canno t expec t 
to b e permitte d t o remai n o n th e side-lines." 61 

But, i n fact , thi s appea l t o self-interes t di d no t resonat e wit h Jews i n th e 
South. Thei r experienc e wa s no t consisten t wit h th e libera l imag e o f 
the Sout h a s a  violen t an d savag e plac e fo r al l minorities . A s th e historia n 
John Higha m ha s writte n abou t attitude s towar d Jew s throughou t th e 
United States , "divers e an d conflictin g attitude s hav e alway s existe d sid e 
by sid e i n America n minds, " an d thi s ambiguit y evince d itsel f i n th e 
South.62 Fo r almos t ever y instanc e o f observabl e anti-Semitism , a  counter -
vailing philo-Semitis m coul d b e discerned . Loui s Galambo s foun d tha t 
Southern farmer s wer e fa r mor e likel y t o attac k bi g busines s tha n Jew s a t 
the tur n o f th e century , indicatin g tha t rura l Southerners ' animosit y ove r 
their rapidl y changin g environmen t wa s no t completel y unfocused . Joh n 
Higham maintain s tha t th e K u Klu x Klansme n o f th e lat e nineteent h an d 
early twentiet h centurie s centere d thei r ange r o n th e distan t Je w o f th e 
Northern urba n center s an d fel t "guilt y an d ashame d a t pickin g o n th e 
Jews who m the y ha d know n a s goo d neighbor s al l thei r lives." 63 A s fa r 
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back a s th e Civi l Wa r whe n Genera l Ulysse s S . Gran t issue d hi s infamou s 
order numbe r eleven , whic h expelle d Jew s fro m th e departmen t o f th e 
Tennessee, publi c opinio n s o heavil y favore d th e Jew s tha t th e orde r wa s 
completely ignore d i n certai n communities. 64 I t ha s als o bee n pointe d ou t 
that eve n befor e th e Civi l War , an d especiall y afte r it , th e politica l climat e 
in th e Sout h wa s suc h tha t Jew s wer e abl e t o hol d a  numbe r o f powerfu l 
elective an d appointiv e politica l offices. 65 Betwee n 194 5 an d 1970 , South -
erners electe d a t leas t twenty-seve n Jewish mayors , thirty-eigh t Jewish stat e 
legislators, an d sixty-si x othe r Jewis h cit y councilme n an d miscellaneou s 
officials.66 

The histori c lac k o f a  consisten t an d systemati c anti-Semitis m i n th e 
South ca n b e attribute d t o tw o phenomena , on e bein g th e dominanc e o f 
Protestantism i n th e regio n an d th e South' s reverenc e fo r th e Ol d Testa -
ment. Th e edito r o f th e Carolina  Israelite,  th e autho r an d humoris t Harr y 
Golden, ha s argue d tha t fro m thi s Anglo-Calvinis t devotio n t o th e Ol d 
Testament an d th e Hebre w prophet s cam e a  soli d traditio n o f philo -
Semitism. "Th e rura l people s o f th e Sout h har k bac k t o th e agraria n civ -
ilization o f th e origina l thirtee n colonies , an d the y ar e livin g heir s o f th e 
old America n traditio n o f philo-Semitism, " wrot e Golden . I t i s fo r thi s 
reason tha t i n th e South , th e Je w i s a  Jew b y religio n an d no t b y secula r 
ethnic culture , fo r t o th e Souther n whit e Christia n h e represent s th e "un -
broken ti e wit h sacre d histor y an d th e prophet s o f th e bible , h e i s th e 
'living witness ' t o th e 'Secon d comin g o f Christ, ' th e lin k betwee n th e 
beginning an d th e en d o f things." 67 

The racia l divid e was , o f course , a  mor e substantia l reaso n tha t anti -
Semitism i n th e Sout h remaine d tempered . "Negroe s acte d a s a n escape -
valve i n Souther n society, " wrot e Bertra m Korn . "Th e Jews gaine d i n statu s 
and securit y fro m th e ver y presenc e o f thi s larg e mas s o f defenseless victim s 
who wer e compelle d t o absor b al l o f the prejudice s whic h migh t otherwis e 
have bee n expresse d mor e frequentl y i n anti-Jewis h sentiment." 68 

While ther e wer e a  variet y o f cast e an d clas s distinction s amon g white s 
in th e South , th e presenc e o f Black s an d th e primac y o f th e colo r lin e 
fostered th e acceptanc e o f Jews i n hig h places . A s I . J . Benjami n wrote , 
"The whit e inhabitant s fel t themselve s unite d with , an d close r to , othe r 
whites—as oppose d t o th e Negroes . Sinc e th e Israelit e ther e di d no t d o 
the humble r kind s o f wor k tha t th e Negr o did , h e wa s quickl y receive d 
among th e upper-classes , an d earl y ros e t o hig h politica l rank." 69 I n thi s 
sense then , no t onl y di d Blac k American s ac t a s a  "lightnin g ro d fo r prej -
udice"; Souther n fear s o f Black advanc e als o relieve d Souther n Jews o f th e 
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animus cause d b y economi c competitio n wit h othe r whites , a n animu s 
many Norther n Jews fel t keenly . 

The postwa r libera l assumptio n tha t ethni c prejudic e i s unifie d an d al l 
of the sam e kin d i s almos t certainl y mistaken . Scholar s hav e lon g pointe d 
out tha t th e prejudices hel d by bigots abou t differen t group s vary in sourc e 
and kin d an d hav e a  grea t dea l t o d o wit h th e typ e an d intensit y o f dis -
crimination tha t i s mete d out . I t ha s bee n argued , fo r instance , tha t th e 
anti-Black hatre d o f th e classi c racis t i s motivate d b y consciou s an d un -
conscious anxietie s an d th e projectio n o f thes e anxietie s ont o Blacks. 70 

However, thes e projected image s differ significantl y fro m thos e held by the 
classic Jew hater . Wherea s th e anti-Blac k bigo t see s Blac k American s a s 
mentally inferio r sexua l predators , th e classi c anti-Semit e i s more likel y t o 
see Jews a s brainy an d conspiring . In  hi s stud y o f anti-Semitism, Norma n 
Cohn point s ou t tha t "th e fantas y o f a n infinitel y powerful , world -
dominating conspirac y doe s not , i n fact , ge t projecte d ont o Negroes , an d 
that ma y wel l b e wh y no t eve n th e mos t fanatica l Negro-hater s drea m o f 
genocide. I t i s a different matte r wit h th e Jews. .  . . Jews ar e seen above al l 
as 'bad ' parents , an d thi s make s the m see m s o overwhelmingl y powerfu l 
that th e onl y wa y t o cop e wit h the m i s to destro y the m utterly." 71 

Perhaps th e mos t eloquen t refutatio n o f the libera l belie f in th e "unit y 
of prejudice " come s fro m Georg e McMillan , a n exper t o n th e K u Klu x 
Klan. McMillan ha s explained tha t to "hat e Blacks is not to hate everythin g 
else equall y a s well . I f blacknes s ca n becom e symboli c enoug h i n a  psy -
chological sense , then hatre d o f Blacks can sufficiently fil l your psycholog -
ical need t o hate." 72 An intervie w wit h a  small-town newspape r edito r i n 
the Sout h recorde d b y El i Evan s fo r hi s stud y o f Souther n Jews confirm s 
McMillan's contention . Th e edito r associate d th e fairl y decen t treatmen t 
of th e Jews i n th e Sout h wit h th e Southerner' s guilt  ove r race . "Jewis h 
people wer e whit e an d the y wer e th e goo d an d generou s people . We fel t 
sufficiently guilt y abou t colore d prejudic e t o mak e u p fo r i t with them." 73 

For thes e reasons , i t i s no t surprisin g tha t Charle s Stembe r found , i n hi s 
study Jews in the  Mind of  America, tha t betwee n 193 9 an d 196 2 th e Sout h 
(excluding Blacks) was the least anti-Semitic o f all the regions in the United 
States.74 Ther e were , i n fact , indication s tha t th e "disunity " o f prejudice , 
or th e existenc e o f intoleranc e towar d on e minorit y grou p an d no t nec -
essarily another , wa s no t restricte d t o th e South . I n 1958 , roughl y two -
thirds o f white s i n a  nationwid e Gallu p pol l sai d the y woul d vot e fo r a 
well-qualified ma n nominate d b y th e politica l part y o f thei r preferenc e i f 
he wer e Jewish ; onl y two-fifth s sai d the y woul d i f h e wer e Black . Th e 
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percentages o f whit e Christian s i n th e earl y 1950 s wh o sai d i t woul d b e " a 
little distastefu l t o ea t a t th e sam e table " wit h a  Blac k range d fro m 5 0 i n 
Elmira, N e w York , t o 9 2 i n Savannah , Georgia . Th e percentage s wh o sai d 
that i t woul d b e distastefu l t o ea t wit h a  Jew varie d fro m onl y 8  percen t 
in Steubenville , Ohio , t o 1 3 i n Savannah. 75 

Ironically, i t wa s a  vociferou s attac k b y a  nationa l Jewish leade r o n th e 
issue o f desegregation i n th e Sout h tha t pu t th e li e t o th e belie f that bigotr y 
was indivisible . I n a  widel y rea d articl e entitle d "Recklessnes s o r Respon -
sibility," Isaa c Toubin , th e directo r o f th e America n Jewish Congress , de -
fended Jewis h involvemen t i n th e struggl e fo r desegregatio n b y reiteratin g 
the positio n o f th e nationa l Jewish agencie s tha t civi l right s wa s a  nationa l 
and internationa l problem . T o suppor t hi s argument , Toubi n use d th e ex -
ample o f the Ara b League' s operation s i n Sout h America . Th e Ara b Leagu e 
had publishe d attack s o n th e Jewish communit y o f th e Unite d States , ac -
cusing i t o f bein g responsibl e fo r th e exploitatio n o f Blac k Americans . 
Toubin argue d tha t thi s propaganda jeopardized th e securit y o f Argentinea n 
Jewry an d tha t i t wa s incumben t upo n America n Jewis h defens e agencie s 
to furnis h proo f tha t the y ha d don e muc h o n behal f o f Blacks i n th e Unite d 
States. Toubi n exclaime d tha t "i f th e Jews ha d don e nothing , wha t woul d 
we hav e bee n abl e t o reply?" 76 Clearly , Toubi n faile d t o se e tha t th e us e 
of Blac k sufferin g b y Ara b anti-Semite s t o attac k Jews prove d tha t bigotr y 
against on e grou p di d not , necessarily , impl y bigotr y agains t th e other . 

Jewish leader s associate d wit h th e civi l right s caus e an d nationa l Jewis h 
organizations continue d t o pres s thei r belie f tha t Jews wer e directl y threat -
ened b y discriminatio n agains t Black s an d tha t rac e prejudic e an d anti -
Semitism wen t hand-in-hand . Toubi n himsel f wrote tha t th e nationa l Jew-
ish agencie s kno w "th e rea l securit y o f th e Jew ca n b e achieve d onl y i n a 
society whic h advocate s ful l equalit y fo r al l .  .  .  they kno w tha t anti -
Negroism i s a  prelude t o anti-Semitism." 77 A  numbe r o f Jewish academic s 
promulgated thi s lin e o f thought , a s well . Charle s Glicksberg , a  professo r 
of Englis h a t Brookly n Colleg e an d a  frequen t contributo r t o Jewis h pe -
riodicals, wrot e tha t "i f prejudice , whateve r th e particula r for m i t takes , i s 
indivisible, the n s o lon g a s on e minorit y grou p i s persecute d o n accoun t 
of color o r creed , religio n o r ancestry , th e Jew i s not an d canno t b e free." 78 

Louis Ruchames , th e acclaime d historia n o f th e America n lef t an d th e 
director o f Hille l Foundation s o f Wester n Massachusetts , speakin g t o a 
crowd durin g Negr o Histor y Wee k i n 1955 , observe d that , becaus e o f th e 
Nazi Holocaust , Jew s ha d a  particula r attractio n t o th e ide a o f th e unit y o f 
persecution. Ruchame s wrot e tha t th e ide a tha t "n o minorit y grou p i s saf e 
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while other s ar e victim s o f persecution, ha s been seare d int o ou r mind s an d 
hearts throug h th e burnin g fles h o f si x million o f ou r brethre n i n Europe. " 
Ruchames als o demonstrate d tha t man y Jews fel t tha t thei r ow n well-bein g 
was peculiarl y tie d t o th e well-bein g o f Blac k Americans : " I kno w o f n o 
more appropriat e an d meaningfu l ac t the n t o join ou r observanc e wit h tha t 
of th e Negr o people , whos e histor y touche s our s a t s o man y point s an d 
whose welfar e i s s o directl y relate d t o ours." 79 Dr . Sanfor d Goldner , wh o 
wrote a  publication fo r th e Committe e fo r Negro-Jewis h Relation s o n th e 
West Coast , believe d tha t th e segregationist s o f th e Sout h an d America' s 
anti-Semites were , "i n almos t complet e detail , on e an d th e same. " 
Therefore, Goldne r believed , Jew s ha d a  specia l concer n wit h th e pligh t 
of Black Americans . "Th e massiv e struggl e o f the Negr o peopl e i s therefor e 
our struggle . Th e mai n an d mos t powerfu l blo w agains t anti-Semitis m i n 
America i s th e blo w agains t th e enemie s o f th e Negr o people . Th e self -
interest o f th e overwhelmin g masse s o f th e Jewis h peopl e therefor e de -
mands tha t the y identif y themselve s wit h thi s fight." 80 

The strengt h wit h whic h libera l Jews fel t thi s unit y wit h Black s resulte d 
in man y instance s i n a n alarmin g insensitivit y t o th e circumstance s o f Jews 
in th e South . Car l Alpert , writin g i n th e respecte d journal o f opinio n The 
Reconstructionist i n 1946 , identifie d a  "Jewis h Proble m i n th e South, " i n 
which h e accuse d th e Jews o f th e Sout h o f bein g accessorie s t o th e crim e 
of injustic e t o Blacks . "Th e la w make s provisions , w e mus t remember , fo r 
accessories befor e an d afte r a  crime . Souther n Jews , alas , g o beyon d pas -
sivity—they ar e accessories." 81 

Some Jewis h leader s believe d s o strongl y tha t th e Jewis h fat e wa s tie d 
to tha t o f th e Black s tha t the y describe d th e Jews ' stak e i n desegregatio n 
as equa l t o thei r stak e i n th e defea t o f Naz i German y durin g Worl d Wa r 
II. A t th e 195 6 Nationa l Jewis h Communit y Relation s Counci l meeting , 
Professor Arnol d Rose , a  coautho r wit h Gunna r Myrda l o f th e classi c An 
American Dilemma,  compare d th e reluctanc e o f Jews i n th e Sout h t o spea k 
out i n favo r o f desegregation , an d wha t h e perceive d t o b e it s muzzlin g 
impact o n nationa l Jewis h organizations , wit h th e action s o f Naz i collab -
orationists: "I f [Jewis h leaders ] d o no t tak e a  long ru n an d courageou s vie w 
of th e curren t crisi s [o n segregation] , the y ar e playin g th e sam e rol e a s th e 
collaborationist Jew s playe d i n Europ e durin g th e Naz i period." 82 

Referring t o Senato r Jame s Eastland , a  segregationis t fro m Mississippi , 
another Jewis h write r als o dre w a n analog y betwee n Souther n Jew s an d 
Nazi collaborationists : "Shouldn' t th e Anti-Defamatio n League' s educa -
tional effor t includ e a  compariso n betwee n fascis m i n German y an d it s 
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counterpart, Eastlandis m i n th e South ? Surel y th e Jewis h collaborator s o f 
Hitler ar e despise d b y th e masse s o f Souther n Jews . Everyon e know s tha t 
silence an d appeasemen t onl y brough t destructio n t o th e appeaser s an d t o 
those wh o though t the y coul d sav e themselve s b y silenc e an d non -
resistance."83 

It becam e virtuall y impossibl e fo r man y Jews t o disentangl e Black s an d 
Southern Jew s afte r th e emergenc e o f th e whit e citizen' s councils . Th e 
white citizen' s council s wer e a  collectio n o f loosel y connecte d grass-root s 
groups tha t spran g u p i n Indianola , Mississippi , i n oppositio n t o th e Su -
preme Court' s 195 4 desegregatio n decision . Th e council s varie d i n strengt h 
and siz e acros s th e South , bu t thei r commo n purpos e wa s t o sto p o r a t 
least slo w dow n integratio n i n publi c schools . Th e council s concerne d 
many Jew s i n bot h th e Nort h an d th e South , mostl y becaus e o f thei r 
resemblance t o th e K u Klu x Klan , especiall y th e origina l Kla n o f th e R e -
construction period . Bu t ther e wer e crucia l difference s betwee n th e tw o 
organizations. Th e council s strov e har d t o achiev e respectability , dre w thei r 
membership fro m th e mos t respectabl e citizen s i n th e community , shunne d 
the violenc e o f th e Klan , an d gav e prominenc e t o speaker s fro m th e uni -
versities an d th e ministr y a t thei r meetings . Th e whit e citizen' s council s 
also trie d no t t o becom e associate d wit h anti-Semitism , thoug h thei r recor d 
on thi s remain s debatable . As a Carter' s Nort h Alabam a Citizen' s Counci l 
was limite d t o thos e wh o believe d i n th e divinit y o f Jesus, bu t tha t wa s th e 
exception. Th e Mississipp i Counci l onc e sen t ou t som e anti-Semiti c lit -
erature, but , whe n challenged , it s leade r quickl y apologized , claimin g tha t 
some o f hi s bes t counci l member s wer e Jews. Th e lac k o f respec t afforde d 
anti-Semitism i n th e Sout h wa s evince d i n th e reactio n t o a  Memphi s 
speaker wh o remarke d a t a  rall y tha t "Th e NAAC P i s th e wors t organi -
zation t o com e alon g sinc e th e on e tha t crucifie d Christ—an d I  ma y a s 
well sa y it—it' s th e sam e organization. " Th e conservativ e newspape r Com-
mercial Appeal  attacke d th e meetin g fo r it s anti-Semiti c overtones , an d th e 
council issue d a  length y apolog y th e followin g day. 84 

The rea l proble m fo r Souther n Jew s cam e whe n the y ha d t o decide , 
not whethe r th e council s wer e anti-Semitic , bu t whethe r t o joi n them . 
Citizen's council s carefull y canvasse d Jews , an d th e dange r i n refusin g t o 
join o r sig n petition s wa s apparent : man y Jewis h busines s owner s ra n th e 
risk o f losin g a  substantia l amoun t o f commerce , an d man y other s simpl y 
ran th e ris k o f being labele d a n outsider , a  "Nigge r lover, " o r a  communist . 
A smal l minorit y o f Jews joined willingl y ou t o f conviction . Other s joine d 
so a s no t t o b e single d ou t fo r attention . Bu t mos t di d no t join . Th e 
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dilemma o f th e Souther n Je w wa s summe d u p b y on e wh o di d no t join : 
"I los t friends , I ' m sur e o f that , an d mayb e som e business , bu t I  fel t I  jus t 
couldn't d o this . I  trie d t o explai n t o the m tha t whil e w e share d muc h i n 
this community , th e Jewish traditio n woul d mak e i t impossibl e fo r m e t o 
do this . I  thin k som e understood . Others , I  guess , won ' t wan t to ." 8 5 

For th e nationa l Jewish organizations , th e issu e o f th e citizen' s council s 
was clea r cut : throug h th e racis m an d allege d anti-Semitis m o f the councils , 
Jews an d Black s wer e tied . I n 1958 , th e Anti-Defamatio n Leagu e issue d a 
report statin g tha t th e citizen' s council s wer e on e o f thre e type s o f organ -
izations throug h whic h th e fort y organize d anti-Semiti c group s tha t wer e 
operating in th e Sout h a t the tim e worked . Whil e grantin g tha t th e council s 
varied widel y i n thei r approac h towar d anti-Semitism , th e repor t sai d th e 
councils ha d recentl y crystallize d int o essentiall y a  singl e movemen t tha t 
covered th e entir e South. 86 A  reporte r fo r Jewish Life  wrote tha t "th e stron g 
anti-Semitic curren t i n th e whit e citizen' s council s i s a  clearl y establishe d 
fact b y now." 8 7 Isaa c Toubi n o f th e America n Jewish Congres s wrot e tha t 
the fea r o f reprisa l fel t b y Souther n Jew s reveale d tha t th e whit e citizen' s 
councils a s wel l a s th e K u Klu x Klan , a t heart , wer e a s oppose d t o Jews a s 
they wer e t o Blacks . "The y understand, " Toubi n wrot e o f th e Souther n 
Jew, "th e min d an d th e inten t o f th e hate-monge r wh o toda y suppresse s 
the Negr o an d tomorrow , wit h equa l venom , ma y suppres s th e Jew." 8 8 

For th e mos t aggressiv e Jewis h civi l right s activists , terroris t violenc e 
against Jewish institution s i n th e Sout h confirme d thei r vie w tha t Jews an d 
Blacks share d th e sam e positio n i n th e civi l right s struggle . Betwee n Jun e 
1, 1954 , an d Octobe r 12 , 1958 , ther e wer e eighty-thre e bombing s i n th e 
South, includin g seve n bombing s an d attempte d bombing s o f Jewish in -
stitutions. Alber t Vorspan , th e directo r o f th e Committe e o n Socia l Actio n 
of th e Unio n o f America n Hebre w Congregations , th e nationa l bod y o f 
the Refor m movement , believe d tha t th e messag e o f th e bomb s wa s tha t 
"hatred i s indivisible . Th e Je w i s caugh t u p i n th e stor m o f th e Sout h 
whether h e like s i t o r not , an d ther e i s n o plac e t o hide." 8 9 Apparently , 
that Jews wer e caugh t u p i n th e stor m ha d it s positiv e aspect s fo r Vorspan , 
who seeme d please d tha t th e bombing s ha d onc e agai n establishe d Jews a s 
certifiable victims . "Th e Je w ha s ofte n bee n th e baromete r o f th e mora l 
health o f a  society, " wrot e Vorspan . "Th e bomber s hav e agai n unwittingl y 
rendered t o th e Jew thi s tribute . Th e year s ahea d wil l demonstrat e whethe r 
American Jewry wil l b e worth y o f thi s compliment." 90 

But wher e th e serie s o f synagogu e bombing s an d attempte d bombing s 
signaled fo r Jew s lik e Vorspa n th e nee d fo r mor e intens e Jewis h involve -
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merit i n th e desegregatio n battle , man y Jews, Norther n an d Southern , wer e 
convinced b y th e bombing s tha t th e leadershi p rol e o f libera l Jew s an d 
national Jewish organization s i n th e movemen t fo r desegregatio n rendere d 
Southern Jew s a  vulnerabl e targe t fo r extremists . Respondin g t o survey s 
that foun d a  highe r incidenc e o f anti-Semiti c attitude s amon g whit e seg -
regationists i n Souther n communitie s unde r pressur e t o desegregat e tha n i n 
the regio n generally , Alfre d Her o conclude d i n hi s stud y tha t "th e discom -
fort amon g man y Souther n Jew s ove r suppor t o f desegregatio n an d racia l 
equality b y nationa l Jewis h organization s . . . i s understandable , a s i s thei r 
sensitivity t o an y Jewis h prominenc e i n libera l movements , especiall y ra -
cially oriente d ones." 91 

Some nationa l Jewis h organization s mad e attempt s t o reconcil e thei r 
commitment t o civi l right s wit h th e safet y concern s o f Souther n Jew s a s 
they becam e sensitize d t o th e danger s Jews face d i n th e South . I n th e past , 
the AD L ha d bee n excoriate d b y Souther n rabbi s fo r bein g insensitiv e t o 
the positio n o f Souther n Jews . I n a  memorandum, a  well-known leade r o f 
the AD L wrote , "[W]h y b e to o intimidate d b y th e fea r an d anxiet y o f 
some Souther n Jew s an d som e Souther n non-Jews ? W e hav e a  responsi -
bility t o mora l principle , t o th e Negr o community , an d t o fello w Christian s 
who joi n wit h u s o n thi s issue." 92 Bu t durin g a  controvers y sparke d b y a 
July 7 , 1958 , editoria l i n th e Virgini a newspape r The  Richmond  News  Leader, 
which blame d th e ADL' s distributio n o f pro-integratio n material s fo r th e 
rise i n anti-Semitis m i n th e South , th e nationa l offic e o f th e AD L dem -
onstrated a  willingnes s t o compromis e wit h Souther n Jews . Th e editoria l 
suggested tha t Souther n Jew s reevaluat e thei r relationshi p wit h " a Jewis h 
organization tha t foment s hostilit y t o Jews." 9 3 Th e nationa l offic e o f th e 
ADL i n N e w Yor k sa w th e editoria l a s a  poorl y disguise d attemp t b y th e 
News Leader  t o driv e Jew s ou t o f th e desegregatio n effort . Man y Jew s i n 
the South , however , agree d wit h th e editoria l tha t th e nationa l organizatio n 
had "plunge d th e Jewish communit y int o unnecessar y confrontation s wit h 
their neighbors." 94 

In respons e t o thi s immediat e crisis , th e loca l Virgini a AD L offic e an d 
the nationa l offic e worke d ou t a n agreemen t i n whic h th e loca l offic e 
would temporaril y refrai n fro m th e us e o f literature , films , an d activitie s 
that coul d b e interprete d a s dealin g wit h th e issu e o f racia l desegregation , 
and th e nationa l organizatio n agree d o n a  resolutio n tha t an y actio n take n 
by th e nationa l AD L tha t woul d affec t a  regiona l constituenc y woul d b e 
undertaken onl y afte r consultatio n wit h tha t constituency . I n effect , th e 
national organizatio n agree d tha t whil e i t woul d no t shif t awa y fro m it s 
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pro-integration stance , "i t wa s prepare d t o mov e i n a  cautiou s manne r i n 
the super-heate d atmospher e o f Virginia." 95 

The chang e i n attitud e o f thos e Jewish organization s tha t becam e mor e 
sensitive t o th e concern s o f Souther n Jew s resulte d i n som e animosit y 
among th e majo r defens e organizations . A t a  195 6 symposiu m i n Miami , 
representatives o f th e America n Jewis h Committe e an d th e B'na i B'rit h 
indicated tha t quiet , behind-the-scene s method s migh t b e mor e appropriat e 
for Jew s wh o wante d t o exer t thei r influenc e withou t jeopardizin g th e 
safety o f th e Souther n Jewis h community . Th e representative s o f thes e 
groups advocate d "education" ; on e o f the m claime d tha t "whil e w e ar e i n 
favor o f th e Suprem e Cour t decision , w e d o no t believ e th e Jew s o f th e 
South ar e expendable." 96 Th e representative s o f th e Jewis h Labo r C o m -
mittee (JLC) , a n organizatio n forme d i n 193 4 t o defen d th e right s o f Jewish 
workers, als o expresse d sympath y wit h a  mor e subtl e approach . Emanue l 
Muravchik o f th e JL C offere d th e solutio n "t o d o sometime s publicly , 
always privately , tha t whic h wil l advanc e desegregation. " H e cautione d 
Jews no t t o b e first , no t t o ac t alone , bu t t o joi n wit h othe r group s tha t 
were movin g i n th e desire d direction . A  representativ e fro m th e America n 
Jewish Congress , however , mad e a  straightforwar d deman d tha t ther e b e 
no doubletalk , tha t Jewish leader s an d organization s spea k u p an d sa y pub -
licly wha t the y wer e sayin g behin d close d doors . Th e Jew s o f th e South , 
he thought , shoul d no t han g bac k on e ste p behin d othe r group s tha t wer e 
advancing o n th e issue. 97 

The America n Jewis h Congres s seeme d t o b e th e mos t militantl y de -
segregationist o f nationa l Jewish communa l organizations ; i t ha d apparentl y 
not retreate d i n respons e t o loca l protests. 98 Isaa c Toubi n o f th e America n 
Jewish Congres s charge d i n Ma y 195 6 tha t tw o nationa l Jewish organiza -
tions ha d bee n conspicuousl y silen t o n th e desegregatio n issue . Apparentl y 
alluding t o th e America n Jewis h Committe e an d th e Anti-Defamatio n 
League, Toubi n claime d tha t "th e whit e citizen' s council s o f th e Sout h 
have no t onl y blackmaile d thei r Souther n Jewish neighbors , bu t effectivel y 
silenced tw o nationa l Jewish organization s whic h prid e themselve s o n thei r 
defense o f civi l right s o f all." 99 

In part , thi s organizationa l conflic t ha d it s root s i n th e histor y o f th e 
organizations involved . Th e America n Jewis h Congress , a s th e represen -
tative agenc y o f th e Easter n Europea n Jews , ha d alway s bee n mor e polit -
ically aggressiv e tha n th e stai d German-Jewish-le d America n Jewish C o m -
mittee an d B'na i B'rith' s Anti-Defamatio n League , bot h o f which preferre d 
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to emphasiz e educationa l effort s t o comba t discrimination . Bu t th e charg e 
by Toubi n tha t th e America n Jewish Committe e an d th e Anti-Defamatio n 
League ha d submitte d t o th e pressur e o f the citizen' s council s wa s no t true . 
The America n Jewis h Committe e ha d alway s committe d itsel f t o a  prag -
matic rathe r tha n t o a  doctrinair e approac h t o civi l right s an d ha d fro m th e 
beginning agree d t o consul t wit h Southerner s o n policy. 100 I n recognitio n 
of Southern Jews' legitimat e concerns , th e Committe e adopte d ne w guide -
lines i n 195 9 o n th e issu e o f desegregatio n i n th e South . Th e guideline s 
reflected th e notion , promulgate d b y Souther n Jews , tha t rac e relation s i n 
the Sout h wer e th e proble m o f th e natio n a s a  whole , no t th e specia l 
problem o f th e Jew s o r othe r minorit y groups . I t warne d Jew s t o guar d 
against makin g themselve s a  targe t b y enterin g int o "publi c debat e wit h 
anti-Semites; answerin g charge s o r otherwis e assumin g defensiv e positions " 
and recommende d tha t Jewish participatio n i n program s aime d a t prescrib -
ing la w an d orde r b e take n i n "conjunctio n wit h othe r communit y group s 
representing a  cross-sectio n o f th e community." 101 Th e Committe e di d 
continue t o pursu e it s commitmen t t o desegregatio n b y distributin g fac t 
sheets an d pamphlet s identifyin g hat e groups , sharin g dat a wit h la w en -
forcement officials , conductin g investigation s int o synagogu e bombings , 
preparing studie s o n mor e tha n fiv e hundre d instance s o f racia l violence , 
and lobbyin g Washingto n fo r stronge r action. 102 

The terroris t bombing s an d th e willingnes s o f som e nationa l Jewish or -
ganizations t o shif t polic y i n respons e t o th e safet y concern s o f Souther n 
Jews demonstrate d a n admirabl e regar d o n th e par t o f som e agencie s fo r 
the safet y o f loca l Jewis h communities . Bu t th e difference s betwee n th e 
Jews o f th e Nort h an d thos e o f th e Sout h ove r wha t method s t o us e t o 
oppose segregatio n shoul d no t b e minimized , particularl y a s the y relat e t o 
Jewish identity . Jewish identit y wa s perhap s mor e attenuate d i n th e South , 
but i t relie d mor e heavil y o n religiou s form s tha n th e ethnic/politica l iden -
tity o f the majorit y o f Jews i n th e Northern-base d civi l rights movement. 103 

The conflic t betwee n th e Jew s o f th e Nort h an d th e Jew s o f th e Sout h 
over racia l desegregatio n reflecte d th e differenc e betwee n libera l Jews fo r 
whom, o n balance , th e Blac k struggl e fo r equalit y cam e t o tak e precedenc e 
over an y perceive d threat s t o th e welfar e o f fello w Jew s an d a  grou p o f 
Jews wh o wer e perhap s th e firs t i n th e Unite d State s t o discove r tha t thei r 
collective well-bein g wa s no t directl y linke d t o th e fat e o f Black Americans . 
The poin t her e i s no t t o ente r a  debat e concernin g th e ethica l precept s o f 
Judaism a s the y relat e t o civi l right s o r t o posi t a  specifi c Jewis h tradition , 



48 |  B L A C K S I N T H E J E W I S H M I N D 

but rathe r t o demonstrat e tha t th e Souther n Jewish communit y wa s loat h 
to link its religious identity with strong political imperatives, as had so many 
liberal Jews.104 

Specifically, Souther n Jew s wer e uncomfortabl e wit h approachin g de -
segregation a s a  distinctively "Jewis h concern. " Morto n Gaba , th e execu -
tive directo r o f the Jewish Communit y Counci l o f Norfolk , Virginia , ex -
plained tha t i t was o f primary concer n t o th e Souther n Jew tha t th e battl e 
for desegregatio n b e fough t b y Jews o n a n individua l basis , a s Americans, 
rather tha n a s Jews. A s Gab a wrote , "w e fee l tha t thos e o f u s wh o ar e 
strongly move d b y th e issu e shoul d ac t solel y a s individual s an d no t a s 
representatives o f another minorit y group . I  feel certai n tha t poin t o f view 
represents majorit y thinking." 105 

Rabbi Geral d Wolpe , th e spiritua l leade r o f Synagogu e Emmanue l i n 
Charleston, Sout h Carolina , recommended tha t "Jewish 'self-protection or -
ganizations' d o no t rus h int o prin t wit h opinion s whic h ar e no t base d o n 
personal investigatio n i n th e South " an d tha t Jewish professional s "refrai n 
from arrivin g arme d wit h program s o f action whic h wer e outline d i n th e 
insulated securit y o f a  New Yor k office." 106 

Perhaps no one expressed the exasperation o f some Southern Jews better 
than Rabb i Perr y Nussbau m o f Jackson, Mississippi . Nussbau m ha d a n 
admirable recor d o n speakin g ou t o n civi l rights but explaine d tha t h e was 
not incline d t o as k th e sam e o f his congregants : "I n th e Delt a are a o f ou r 
state, where th e Jewish merchan t i s pressured int o takin g sides , I  would b e 
the las t to as k that h e mak e a  martyr o f himself and hi s family an d prepar e 
to mov e whe n h e i s compelle d t o join th e citizen' s council." 107 I n 1963 , 
after th e deat h o f the Blac k civi l rights leader Medga r Ever s in Mississippi , 
Nussbaum bitterl y reporte d tha t al l th e clergyme n i n hi s stat e wh o ha d 
been outspoke n i n th e caus e o f civi l right s ha d bee n remove d o r force d 
from thei r pulpits—al l excep t him . Nussbau m conclude d hi s articl e wit h 
this lament: "Suppor t fo r civi l rights? Who argues ? A solution to the prob-
lem o f the las t survivor , wh o ha s it?" 108 

It i s n o acciden t tha t th e bul k o f th e criticis m o f th e nationa l Jewish 
organizations cam e fro m Souther n rabbis , communa l leader s wh o ofte n 
found themselve s in th e mos t precarious o f circumstances. The clerg y gen-
erally held a  status in the Sout h tha t was rarely afforded the m in the North , 
and Souther n rabbi s wer e considere d th e spokesme n fo r th e Jewish com -
munity, thu s helpin g t o creat e a  natura l frictio n betwee n the m an d th e 
national Jewish agencies , le d i n man y instance s b y secula r Jewish leaders . 
Writing i n Conservative  Judaism, Rabb i Willia m Male v o f Houston , th e 
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spiritual leade r o f on e o f th e South' s larges t Conservativ e congregations , 
explained that , i n th e South , Jew s wer e see n b y non-Jew s a s a  religiou s 
and no t a s a n ethni c group , i n whic h capacit y the y wer e no t a  minorit y 
but one-thir d o f th e communit y o f th e "thre e grea t faiths. " Th e defens e 
organizations, o n th e othe r hand , wer e a n anomal y t o th e non-Je w i n th e 
South an d serve d t o confus e outsider s a s t o wh o i n fac t wa s a  legitimat e 
representative o f th e Jews . Becaus e th e AD L i s a  secula r organizatio n lik e 
the NAACP , Male v argued , i t i s despise d i n th e Sout h an d therefor e i s a 
liability t o Souther n Jewis h communities . Male v recommende d tha t th e 
national defens e organization s sto p "thei r unfortunat e habi t o f beatin g th e 
drum o n ever y possibl e occasion " an d "le t religiou s leader s o f th e Jewis h 
communities b e th e spokesme n fo r them. " Male v clearl y articulate d th e 
Southern belie f tha t i t wa s Jewish leadershi p o n th e matte r o f desegregatio n 
that ha d linke d Jew s an d Black s i n th e mind s o f Souther n racists , bu t tha t 
in fac t thi s linkag e wa s false . "I t i s because th e demagogu e an d th e agitato r 
equate th e Jew an d th e Negro , an d thereb y separate s th e Jew fro m th e res t 
of th e community , tha t muc h o f th e difficult y ha s come." 1 0 9 

While ther e wer e a  numbe r o f outspoke n integrationis t rabbi s i n th e 
South, includin g Charle s Mantinban d o f Mississippi , Emme t Fran k o f Vir -
ginia, an d Jacob Rothschil d o f Georgia , i n genera l th e Souther n rabbinat e 
varied i n it s approac h t o desegregatio n accordin g t o th e siz e o f th e Jewis h 
population i n th e genera l community , th e opennes s o f the community , th e 
number o f "Ol d South " Jew s i n th e congregation , an d th e proportio n o f 
congregants wh o wer e businessmen. 110 Bu t eve n Jacob Rothschild , on e o f 
the mos t outspoke n integrationis t rabbis , expresse d hi s doubt tha t "th e rabb i 
in today' s Sout h wil l serv e an y goo d purpos e i n leadin g crusades . Wher e 
there ar e force s a t wor k i n th e communi ty—huma n relation s council s an d 
the l ike—h e shoul d becom e a  part o f them b y al l means. Bu t le t hi m labo r 
alongside other s o f lik e min d an d dedicate d purpose." 111 

The testimon y o f these Southerner s indicate s tha t th e hear t o f the prob -
lem betwee n Norther n an d Souther n Jewry involve d th e questio n o f Jewish 
identity. Man y Southerner s ha d lon g accepte d th e definitio n o f Jewishness 
as strictl y a  religiou s designation , on e tha t man y Norther n Jewis h liberal s 
were uncomfortabl e wit h an d wer e tryin g t o mitigat e throug h politica l 
activism. I t i s not surprising , therefore , tha t muc h o f the criticis m o f South -
ern Jewr y tha t cam e fro m th e Nort h o n th e desegregatio n issu e centere d 
around th e identit y o f Southern Jews an d thei r allege d willingnes s t o assim -
ilate. Fo r libera l Jew s wh o ha d s o full y base d thei r ow n identit y o n th e 
crusade fo r desegregation , th e identit y o f Souther n Jew s wh o appeare d 
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lukewarm o r apprehensiv e abou t desegregatio n becam e highl y suspect . A 
tepid approac h b y an y Jew towar d desegregation , i n th e min d o f the libera l 
Jew, wa s th e ultimat e sacrilege . 

One Jewis h civi l right s lawye r compare d th e anxiou s Jews o f th e Sout h 
to th e Marran o Jew s o f Spai n wh o publicl y denie d thei r Judais m durin g 
the inquisition. 112 Writin g i n The  Reconstructionist,  Car l Alper t explaine d 
that th e proble m wit h th e Souther n Je w wa s no t tha t h e wa s mor e anti -
Negro tha n hi s gentil e neighbor : "hi s onl y crim e i s tha t h e i s lik e hi s 
neighbor. Th e sor t o f Jews wh o fea r t o b e distinctivel y Jewish migh t gai n 
some comfor t fro m tha t thought , an d us e i t t o prov e agai n an d agai n tha t 
Jews ar e n o differen t fro m anybod y else , a s i f tha t fac t itsel f wer e a  vir -
tue."1 1 3 Joe l Dobin , a  rabb i fro m Pennsylvani a wh o visite d a  communit y 
in th e Sout h fo r si x months , complaine d tha t i t wa s a n "incorrect " Jewis h 
orientation tha t wa s a t th e hear t o f thi s smal l Souther n Jewish community' s 
lack o f enthusias m fo r th e desegregatio n campaign . Whil e acknowledgin g 
the peculia r economi c an d socia l pressure s o n Souther n Jews, Dobi n wrot e 
that "ther e i s a  nee d fo r constructiv e action . Ther e i s a  nee d fo r revivin g 
in thes e Jews a  sens e o f positiv e Jewish identification." 114 

Albert Vorspa n conducte d on e o f th e mos t vitrioli c attack s o n th e Jew -
ishness o f Souther n Jew s fo r wha t h e considere d it s lac k o f aggressivenes s 
in th e are a o f civi l rights . Makin g referenc e t o a n Episcopa l pries t wh o ha d 
excommunicated a  congregan t wh o objecte d t o attendin g churc h wit h 
Blacks, Vorspa n asked , "[C]a n thi s b e sai d o f Jews?" Comin g fro m a  leade r 
of Refor m Judaism , a  movemen t whos e ver y existenc e i s predicated upo n 
Judaism's lac k o f a  centra l authoritativ e bod y wit h power s o f excommu -
nication (cherem),  this i s startling. 115 Mor e tha n th e othe r Norther n liberals , 
Vorspan define d Judais m i n term s o f radica l racia l protes t an d the n ques -
tioned th e Judais m o f anyon e wh o di d no t adher e t o thi s criterion . I n a 
tirade tha t read s a s i f i t ha d bee n writte n b y a  membe r o f th e Orthodo x 
leadership a t th e tur n o f th e century , whe n Refor m Judais m wa s i n it s 
ascendancy, Vorspa n decrie d th e excessiv e toleranc e o f American Judaism : 
"There ar e n o standard s fo r synagogu e membership . .  .  .  He [th e Jew] ha s 
only t o pa y hi s due s i n th e templ e an d h e ha s a s muc h righ t ther e a s 
anybody else . .  .  .  Are ther e n o line s t o b e drawn ? N o standard s t o b e met ? 
N o demand s t o b e mad e upo n ourselves?" 116 

It i s no t necessar y t o endors e th e lac k o f resolv e demonstrate d b y man y 
Southern Jews o n th e issu e o f desegregation, o r t o den y tha t th e relationshi p 
of man y Jews i n th e Sout h t o th e ide a o f Jewish peoplehoo d ha d becom e 
severely attenuated , t o se e tha t a  patter n amon g libera l Jewish leader s ha d 
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emerged. I n thi s pattern , th e need s o f sizabl e Jewish communitie s ar e rel -
egated t o second-tie r statu s behin d libera l objectives , i n thi s cas e racia l 
integration. Th e oppositio n o f the loca l Jewish communit y t o th e presenc e 
of ninetee n Conservativ e rabbi s a t a  protes t marc h i n Montgomery , Ala -
bama, i n Ma y 196 3 dramatize d th e difference s betwee n Souther n Jews an d 
liberal Norther n Jews . Andr e Ungar , perhap s th e mos t prominen t membe r 
of th e rabbinica l delegation , reporte d tha t th e loca l communit y seeme d t o 
be saying , "Boychiks , w e kno w yo u ar e right , bu t still , ho w coul d yo u d o 
this t o us , you r brothers? " an d th e rabbi s wer e saying , "Jews , dea r scare d 
little Yidden , ho w ca n yo u sid e wit h racism , wit h Hitler' s heritage ; an d 
yet, yo u ar e ou r brothers , an d w e lov e you , w e lov e you , forgiv e us , 
please."117 On e canno t hel p noticin g th e iron y i n a  grou p o f Souther n 
Jews, mos t o f who m ha d lon g deemphasize d Jewis h solidarity , askin g th e 
rabbis fo r specia l consideratio n i n th e nam e o f Jewish brotherhood . Bu t 
this episod e als o demonstrate s that , i n th e battl e ove r desegregation , th e 
needs o f Souther n Jewis h communitie s i n conflic t wit h libera l ideal s wer e 
sacrificed t o th e increasingl y dubiou s nee d o f Jewish liberal s t o b e counte d 
among th e persecuted . A s th e remainin g chapter s show , thi s patter n con -
tinued i n th e 1960s , whe n th e Blac k struggl e fo r equalit y move d Nort h 
and agai n pose d seriou s challenge s t o Jewish communitie s throughou t th e 
nation, mos t o f which , lik e man y Jewish communitie s i n th e Sout h befor e 
them, wer e enterin g th e advance d stage s o f assimilation . 

It i s perhap s appropriate , then , t o conclud e thi s episod e i n th e histor y 
of Blacks i n Jewish though t wit h Harr y Golden , th e edito r o f th e Carolina 
Israelite, a  figur e whos e lif e i n man y way s embodie d th e fissure s betwee n 
Southern an d Norther n Jew s an d whos e kee n insigh t help s t o illuminat e 
the misconception s o f bot h group s o f Jews . Golde n wa s bor n o n N e w 
York's Lowe r Eas t Side . H e move d t o th e Sout h i n 1941 , when h e wa s i n 
his lat e thirties , t o begi n publishin g th e Carolina  Israelite  from hi s Nort h 
Carolina home . A  prolifi c humorist , Golde n use d hi s famou s wi t t o mer -
cilessly lampoo n racia l segregatio n i n th e South . I n respons e t o a  serie s o f 
laws passe d b y th e Nort h Carolin a Legislatur e i n 195 6 t o preven t th e in -
tegration o f tha t state' s publi c schools , Golde n introduce d wha t h e calle d 
his "Vertica l Negr o Plan. " Golde n ha d notice d tha t th e tremendou s in -
dustrial growt h an d economi c prosperit y experience d b y th e Sout h i n th e 
decade afte r Worl d Wa r I I ha d bee n accomplishe d b y th e eliminatio n o f 
"vertical segregation. " Tha t is , the tremendou s buyin g power o f the South' s 
twelve millio n Blac k American s ha d bee n harnesse d b y th e admittanc e o f 
Blacks int o whit e supermarkets , grocer y stores , banks , telephon e booths , 
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department stores , an d dru g stores . I n al l o f thes e purchasin g situations , 
Golden noted , th e Blac k i s require d t o stan d up . B y contrast , "I t i s onl y 
when th e Negr o 'sets ' tha t th e fu r begin s t o fly. " S o Golde n propose d tha t 
the Sout h coul d compl y wit h th e Suprem e Court ' s rulin g o n segregatio n 
by passin g a n amendmen t "whic h woul d provid e onl y desk s i n al l th e 
public school s o f ou r state—n o seats. " Golde n explaine d tha t sinc e "n o 
one i n th e Sout h pay s th e slightes t attentio n t o a  Vertica l Negr o .  . .  this 
will completel y solv e ou r problem." 118 

Golden als o offere d hi s "Whit e Bab y Pla n t o En d Racia l Segregation " 
after h e notice d tha t severa l Blac k schoo l teacher s wer e admitte d t o a  seg -
regated movi e hous e whe n the y wer e accompanie d b y th e childre n o f thei r 
white friends . Golde n suggeste d tha t white s coul d solv e thei r baby-sittin g 
problems an d Black s coul d g o t o th e movie s whereve r the y wante d i f 
whites woul d "poo l thei r childre n a t a  central poin t i n eac h neighborhood " 
so tha t Black s coul d pic k on e u p ever y tim e the y wante d t o g o t o th e 
movies. "Eventually, " wrot e Golden , "th e Negr o communit y ca n se t u p a 
factory an d manufactur e whit e babie s ou t o f plastic , an d whe n the y wan t 
to g o t o th e oper a o r t o a  concert , al l the y nee d t o d o i s carr y tha t plasti c 
doll i n thei r arms." 119 

Golden's ow n favorit e wa s hi s "ou t o f orde r plan. " Golde n ha d onc e 
prevailed o n th e manage r o f a  departmen t stor e t o shu t th e wate r of f i n 
his "white " wate r fountai n an d pu t u p a n "ou t o f order " sign . Ove r time , 
whites bega n t o drin k ou t o f th e wate r fountai n designate d fo r th e "col -
oreds," an d b y th e en d o f th e thir d wee k everybod y wa s drinkin g th e 
"segregated" water . Golde n propose d tha t a  special governmen t committe e 
be se t u p t o investigat e hi s "ou t o f order " plan . "I t i s possible, " h e wrote , 
"that th e white s ma y accep t desegregatio n i f the y ar e assure d tha t th e fa -
cilities ar e stil l 'separate, ' albei t 'out-of-order. ' " 120 

In hi s mor e seriou s moments , Golde n ha d muc h t o sa y abou t th e rela -
tionship betwee n Blac k American s an d Jew s an d abou t th e subjec t o f 
desegregation. Golden' s viewpoin t wa s clearl y tha t o f the Norther n liberal , 
and hi s frien d El i Evan s woul d late r commen t tha t sinc e Golden' s audienc e 
was i n th e North , "h e wrot e fro m th e perspectiv e o f the peddler' s pushcart , 
relevant fo r th e immigran t generatio n bu t les s vali d fo r Jew s i n th e 
South."121 S o i t wa s typica l o f Golde n t o sugges t that , i n th e dee p Sout h 
of 1956 , "th e whit e ma n fear s th e Negro ; th e Je w fear s th e whit e man ; 
and th e Negro , th e foca l poin t o f thi s entir e embroglio , fear s n o one." 1 2 2 

Anyone eve n vaguel y awar e o f th e region' s sensibilitie s coul d se e tha t th e 
Black i n th e Sout h ha d quit e a  bi t t o fea r fro m whit e men . Lik e man y 
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Northern liberals , Golde n looke d wit h aw e a t the ne w willingnes s o f Blacks 
to ris k persona l safet y fo r thei r right s an d wit h disdai n a t th e fea r o f South -
ern Jews . Bu t fro m hi s Nor t h Carolin a perch , Golde n wa s abl e t o se e 
insightfully, an d t o expres s mor e eloquentl y tha n man y othe r libera l Jews, 
precisely wh y th e Jews o f th e Sout h wer e no t benefitin g fro m th e syste m 
of segregation . 

Golden shrewdl y distinguishe d betwee n wha t Souther n Jews ha d com e 
to accep t a s equalit y an d wha t ful l equalit y reall y meant , pointin g ou t tha t 
the Souther n Je w "pride s himsel f o n bein g well-integrate d i n th e gentil e 
society o f his community , ye t h e wil l argue fo r hour s agains t the publicatio n 
of a  resolutio n passe d b y som e organizatio n fa r awa y i n N e w York . An d 
he doe s no t se e an y inconsistenc y i n this. " 

Most important , Golde n wa s sensitiv e enoug h t o se e tha t i n som e way s 
the situatio n o f th e Jews i n th e Sout h wa s mor e tenuou s tha n tha t o f th e 
Blacks. Th e Jew i n som e way s envie s th e Black , Golde n thought , because , 
despite neve r havin g bee n entirel y exclude d fro m th e whit e gentil e world , 
the Jew stil l asks , "Wha t wil l happe n t o u s here? " Th e Black , i n contrast , 
"never think s o f himsel f i n term s o f actua l survival . Al l th e Negr o want s 
is t o rid e th e buses , g o t o bette r school s an d ge t bette r jobs . N o on e ha s 
yet hear d hi m sa y 'Wha t wil l happe n t o u s here? ' " 123 

Perhaps, then , t o a  degre e rarel y noted , Norther n an d Souther n Jew s 
were respondin g th e bes t wa y the y kne w ho w t o simila r historica l pressures . 
Perhaps libera l Jews i n th e Nort h wer e als o askin g themselves , "Wha t wil l 
happen t o u s here?"—bu t i n referenc e t o th e increasingl y ope n an d dem -
ocratic Unite d States . Whil e Souther n Jew s face d issue s o f physica l safet y 
and economi c viability , th e issue s facin g Jews outsid e th e Sout h wer e free -
dom an d assimilation , an d thei r answe r t o th e challeng e o f Jewish surviva l 
was reflecte d i n th e adoptio n o f th e caus e o f racia l justice a s thei r own . A t 
the ver y momen t Jews outsid e th e Sout h becam e awar e tha t i t was possibl e 
for the m t o "melt " awa y a s a n ethni c group , the y wer e refusin g t o d o so , 
in par t throug h thei r involvemen t i n th e marc h towar d desegregation. 124 I f 
the Jew s o f th e Sout h ha d internalize d th e attitude s o f Souther n whites , 
only les s so , the y believe d thi s wa s th e bes t wa y t o ensur e thei r survival . 
If the Jews i n th e Nort h ha d absorbe d th e postwa r commitmen t t o freedo m 
and equality , onl y mor e s o tha n othe r Americans , the y believe d tha t wa s 
one wa y o f ensurin g communa l purpos e an d survival . Just a s Golde n sug -
gested tha t Jew s i n th e Sout h envie d th e Blacks , th e involvemen t o f 
Northern Jew s i n th e civi l right s movement , an d thei r insistenc e tha t de -
segregation wa s ever y bi t a s muc h a  Jewish figh t a s i t wa s a  Blac k fight , 
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indicates that in the deepest recesses of their consciousness, liberal Jews may 
have covete d th e specia l statu s o f Black Americans , th e weigh t o f whos e 
historical presence o n th e American scen e precluded an y foreboding abou t 
group survival . 
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Jewish lif e i s social , rathe r tha n spiritual . .  . . One hal f o f Jewish 
identity i s the produc t o f Gentil e exclusivenes s an d th e othe r hal f is 
the produc t o f Jewish association . —Mordeca i Kapla n 

All too often , th e legitimat e associatio n o f Jews wit h eac h othe r fo r 
relevant grou p purpose s i s used a s a rationale fo r irrelevan t exclusio n 
of others . —Manhei m Shapir o 

From th e tim e tha t th e Suprem e Cour t declare d rac e segrega -
tion i n publi c school s unconstitutiona l o n Ma y 17 , 1954 , unti l aroun d i960 , 
the stor y o f racia l segregatio n an d th e battl e t o en d i t wa s primaril y a  stor y 
of th e Sout h an d th e borde r region , wher e segregatio n wa s enforce d a s a 
matter o f law . Bu t b y i96 0 th e numbe r o f Blac k American s livin g i n 
Northern citie s ha d swelle d considerably , movin g th e focu s o f the figh t fo r 
equality t o th e North . Betwee n 195 0 an d i96 0 th e twelv e larges t citie s 
gained nearl y tw o millio n Blac k residents . Wherea s i n 195 0 th e residen t 
population o f onl y on e o f thes e citie s containe d a  Blac k componen t ap -
proaching 2 0 percent , b y i96 0 Black s mad e u p a  fift h o f th e populatio n i n 
seven an d a  majority o f the populatio n i n Washington , D.C. 1 Th e proble m 
of Blac k inequalit y wa s n o longe r a  proble m primaril y associate d wit h th e 
Mississippi Delt a o r th e newl y emergin g citie s o f th e Sout h bu t rathe r 
affected th e bi g citie s o f th e Nort h (an d th e West ) suc h a s N e w York , 
Philadelphia, Washington , Chicago , Detroit , Milwaukee , Sa n Francisco , 
and Lo s Angeles , a s wel l a s a  hos t o f smalle r cities. 2 Whil e segregatio n b y 
race o r ethnicit y wa s outlawe d i n th e North , residentia l pattern s tende d t o 
reflect th e voluntar y decision s o f individual s wh o preferre d t o liv e clos e t o 
others o f the sam e cultura l background , givin g ris e t o a  spatia l arrangemen t 
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that include d substantia l ethni c an d racia l segregation . Th e existenc e 
of thes e subcommunitie s becam e mor e importan t fo r man y whit e eth -
nics, whos e tie s t o a n ethni c subcultur e ha d becom e mor e tenuou s 
in citie s wher e publi c interaction s betwee n individual s wer e increasingl y 
fluid.3 

In an environment i n which racia l consciousness had been raised to new 
heights b y th e civi l right s movement , th e comparativel y depresse d condi -
tion o f Black neighborhood s becam e increasingl y obvious . Th e continue d 
migration fro m th e Sout h o f Blacks wit h poo r job skill s an d lo w level s o f 
education ha d combine d wit h a  changing economy , increase d suburbani -
zation, an d continuin g racia l prejudice t o intensify th e physical deprivatio n 
and isolatio n experience d b y Blac k communities . Th e patter n o f segrega -
tion by ethnic subcommunity gav e many the impression that discriminatio n 
and prejudic e i n th e Nort h wer e a t th e hear t o f th e proble m o f racia l 
inequality, just a s it ha d been i n th e South , an d suggeste d tha t th e existin g 
patterns o f informal grou p interactio n woul d hav e to be substantially mod -
ified. 

Inevitably, America n Jews foun d themselve s a t a  peculiar impass e wit h 
regard t o th e demand s fo r racia l integration . A s Jews gaine d wide r accep -
tance an d continue d t o assimilate , living lives tha t i n thei r mos t importan t 
aspects were increasingl y simila r to the lives of other Americans, a concrete 
and distinc t Jewish cultur e continue d t o recede . America n Jews stil l iden -
tified a s Jews, but that identification wa s based far less on the religio-cultura l 
structure tha t earlie r generation s o f American Jews ha d tha n o n a  sense o f 
Jewish belongin g an d community . Th e sociologis t Milto n Gordon' s dis -
tinction betwee n th e cultura l behavio r pattern s an d th e socia l structur e o f 
ethnic group s wa s perhaps nowher e mor e relevan t tha n i n th e cas e o f th e 
Jews.4 Gordon identifie d a  pattern whereb y ethni c group s in America sub-
ordinate thei r ethni c viewpoint s i n th e spher e o f publi c lif e bu t privatel y 
rely heavil y o n ethnic-base d socia l institutions . America n Jews , i n larg e 
measure, expresse d thei r identit y a s Jews b y associatin g wit h an d livin g 
among othe r Jews , whic h pu t th e ver y essenc e o f Jewish identit y o n a 
collision cours e with th e growing civi l rights demand fo r racia l integration. 
The tw o dominan t mode s o f postwar Jewish identity , Jewish suppor t fo r 
civil rights and the maintenance o f autonomous Jewish communities , came 
into direc t conflict . 
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The Jewish Problem with Integration 

The questio n o f equalit y fo r Blac k American s i n th e Norther n citie s wa s 
far mor e complicate d tha n i t ha d bee n i n th e rigidl y segregate d Jim Cro w 
South. Th e mos t prominen t Blac k spokesperson s an d thei r whit e allie s 
adhered t o a  progra m o f ful l an d equa l citizenshi p fo r Blac k Americans , 
but a s i t becam e les s clea r wha t tru e equalit y reall y mean t i n th e North , 
confusion se t in ove r th e bes t wa y t o g o abou t achievin g it . "Equalit y unde r 
the ne w condition s o f urba n life, " wrot e th e historia n o f rac e an d nation -
ality Osca r Handlin , "i s fa r mor e comple x tha n unde r th e rigidl y define d 
relationships o f th e Jim Cro w system . . . . [I n th e North ] th e la w doe s no t 
single th e Negr o ou t fo r specia l liabilities . .  . .  Yet th e Blac k ma n remain s 
unequal."5 Th e Blac k America n i n th e Nort h suffere d fro m a  different kin d 
of separateness, terme d d e fact o segregation , "th e resul t o f his concentratio n 
in distinc t residentia l district s an d th e produc t o f a  cycl e i n whic h lac k o f 
skill condemn s hi m t o inferio r jobs, poo r income , poo r ghett o housin g an d 
slum schools." 6 I n thi s sense , th e obstacle s t o socia l an d economi c mobilit y 
that Black s face d wer e simila r t o thos e face d b y othe r group s tha t migrate d 
in larg e number s t o America' s cities . Ther e were , however , a  numbe r o f 
substantial difference s tha t mad e th e problem s o f Blac k American s mor e 
difficult t o overcome . First , th e line s tha t separate d whit e ethni c group s 
were clearl y nowher e a s stron g a s th e residentia l an d occupationa l colo r 
line tha t serve d t o exclud e Blacks. 7 I n general , Blac k adjustmen t wa s mad e 
more difficul t b y dar k ski n an d th e lo w statu s conferre d upo n thos e wh o 
possessed it . Th e secon d differenc e wa s th e change d spatia l an d politica l 
arrangement o f th e larg e metropolita n area s i n th e year s afte r Worl d Wa r 
II. Thank s t o a  combination o f postwar affluence , ne w technolog y i n hom e 
building, an d federa l governmen t subsidies , larg e number s o f white Amer -
icans i n th e lat e 1940 s an d 1950 s realize d thei r drea m o f hom e ownershi p 
and lef t th e citie s fo r newl y buil t suburba n communities . Th e infiltratio n 
of Black s int o th e larg e citie s o f th e Nort h afte r th e wa r wa s accompanie d 
by a  commensurat e departur e o f a  newl y expande d whit e middl e class. 8 

White suburbanizatio n wa s accompanie d b y th e relocatio n o f businesse s 
and jobs t o th e suburb s an d th e wide r us e o f automobiles , bot h o f whic h 
served t o magnif y th e socia l differentiatio n amon g incom e group s separate d 
not onl y b y geograph y bu t b y acces s t o job s an d services . I n short , whil e 
Blacks possesse d significan t politica l powe r i n th e citie s b y th e lat e 1950s , 
the proble m the y encountered , accordin g t o on e analys t o f th e rac e crisis , 
"is tha t thi s ne w politica l powe r i s being exercise d i n a  governmental unit , 
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the suburb-constricte d city , whic h i s totally inadequat e t o mee t th e Negro' s 
many problems." 9 

All o f thes e development s pointe d t o th e fac t tha t th e disabilitie s tha t 
afflicted Blac k American s a s a  resul t o f generation s o f deprivatio n woul d 
not immediatel y disappea r onc e lega l obstacle s wer e abrogated . Neverthe -
less, th e successe s o f the lega l battl e agains t segregatio n i n th e Sout h prove d 
powerful enoug h s o tha t th e one-dimensiona l natur e o f th e rac e proble m 
there wa s superimpose d o n th e multidimensiona l natur e o f th e proble m i n 
the North . Mos t civi l right s leader s cam e t o regar d racia l segregatio n a s th e 
root caus e o f Blac k inequality , an d racia l balanc e a s th e onl y solution . I n 
arriving a t th e conclusion s the y di d an d i n stickin g wit h thei r Souther n 
strategies, on e historia n wrot e o f th e civi l right s activists , "the y hav e par -
adoxically accepte d th e contentio n o f th e whit e supremacis t tha t ther e i s 
really n o differenc e betwee n th e Nort h an d th e South , tha t th e on e regio n 
does directl y b y la w wha t th e othe r doe s indirectl y b y practice." 10 

The Blac k deman d fo r a  new orde r i n th e Nort h cam e almos t inevitabl y 
on th e heel s o f th e decolonizatio n o f Afric a an d th e emergenc e o f inde -
pendent Africa n states . I n les s tha n twent y year s afte r th e en d o f Worl d 
War II , thirty-on e independen t Blac k Africa n nation s ha d bee n formed . I n 
identifying wit h th e ne w countrie s o f Africa , Blac k American s wer e no t 
really rekindlin g thei r identitie s a s long-los t African s a s much a s the y wer e 
reshaping thei r identitie s a s American s an d assumin g a  mor e bol d an d as -
sertive posture . Thi s assertivenes s manifeste d itsel f no t onl y i n studen t sit -
ins i n th e Sout h beginnin g i n i960 , i n th e figh t o f young Black s lik e James 
Meredith fo r desegregate d publi c school s an d universities , o r i n th e effort s 
of ordinar y Blac k Southerner s wh o marche d pas t hostil e crowd s i n Mont -
gomery an d elsewher e bu t als o i n th e genera l commitmen t o f th e majo r 
civil right s organization s t o "direc t action " demonstration s i n th e North . 
The moo d wa s capture d i n th e phras e " N e w Negro " an d differe d fro m al l 
similar phase s i n Blac k histor y i n tha t thi s tim e a  significan t numbe r o f 
whites, bolstere d b y risin g income s an d a  deepene d appreciatio n fo r th e 
injustices suffere d b y Blacks , wer e sympatheti c towar d Blac k effort s t o gai n 
full lega l equality. 11 A s one magazin e editoria l pu t it , "th e Negr o revolutio n 
may b e blocke d her e an d diverte d there , bu t i t canno t b e stopped . .  .  . 
Now, wit h a  hig h an d marvelou s anger , [Blacks ] tak e t o th e picke t lines , 
the street s an d th e jails , brimmin g wit h th e assuranc e tha t the y sacrific e i n 
behalf o f thei r children' s freedom." 12 

One o f th e mor e significan t development s i n th e civi l right s movemen t 
of th e earl y 1960 s wa s a  growin g hostilit y o n th e par t o f militant s o f al l 
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races towar d whit e liberal s an d Blac k moderates , wh o wer e accuse d o f 
being committe d t o "gradualism, " "legalism, " an d compromise . "Th e lib -
eral's anguis h stem s fro m on e o f thos e tenaciou s libera l illusions, " wrot e 
one militant , "that , contrar y evidenc e notwithstanding , the y coul d achiev e 
integration a t n o cos t o r inconvenienc e t o themselves." 13 Civi l right s mil -
itants downplaye d th e fac t tha t th e climat e fo r significan t racia l chang e ha d 
been largel y achieve d b y whit e liberal s an d tha t som e o f the demand s bein g 
made b y Black s regardin g th e en d o f d e fact o segregation , suc h a s bussin g 
white childre n int o predominantl y Blac k school s t o achiev e racia l balance , 
appeared antithetica l t o certai n libera l ideals. 14 Nevertheless , Jews wer e im -
plicated i n th e militan t attack s i f fo r n o othe r reaso n tha n thei r prepon -
derance amon g postwa r liberals . Th e whit e libera l wh o i s attacke d a s a 
hypocrite "i s generall y (eve n i f thi s i s no t spelle d out ) th e whit e Jewish 
liberal," wrot e th e sociologis t Natha n Glazer , "an d i t coul d hardl y b e oth -
erwise, i n vie w o f th e predominanc e o f Jews amon g liberals." 15 Eve n afte r 
the lega l victorie s tha t culminate d i n th e 195 4 Brown  decision , Jewish lib -
eralism continue d t o manifes t itsel f in suppor t fo r libera l politica l candidate s 
and i n Jews ' disproportionat e involvemen t i n civi l right s group s lik e th e 
NAACP, th e Congres s o f Racia l Equalit y (CORE) , an d th e Studen t N o n -
violent Coordinatin g Committe e (SNCC) . Als o noteworth y wa s th e wor k 
of Jewish activist s lik e Arnol d Aronso n o f th e Leadershi p Conferenc e o n 
Civil Rights , Isaia h Minkof f o f th e Nationa l Jewish Communit y Relation s 
Council, Rabb i Joachi m Prin z o f th e America n Jewis h Congress , Kivi e 
Kaplan o f th e NAACP , an d Josep h Rau h o f American s fo r Democrati c 
Action, al l o f who m playe d outstandin g role s i n organizin g th e histori c 
March o n Washingto n i n th e summe r o f 196 3 an d th e passag e o f th e 196 4 
and 196 5 civi l right s acts , th e crownin g achievement s o f th e civi l right s 
revolution.16 

But Jew s wer e implicate d i n th e militan t demand s fo r integratio n i n 
another, mor e problemati c way . I n a  widel y rea d article , Natha n Glaze r 
explained tha t mandator y racia l integratio n challenge d grou p lif e i n th e 
North a s n o othe r ethni c grou p demand s eve r ha d befor e i t an d tha t fo r 
many whit e ethnic s thi s constitute d a n unfai r burden . Socia l network s tha t 
run alon g ethnic , religious , an d racia l line s largel y determine d a n individ -
ual's fate , wrot e Glazer , bu t th e "ne w Negr o demand s challeng e th e righ t 
to maintai n thes e sub-communitie s fa r mor e radicall y tha n th e demand s o f 
any othe r grou p i n histor y .  . .  the forc e o f present-da y Negr o demand s i s 
that th e sub-community , becaus e i t eithe r protect s privilege s o r create s 
inequality, ha s n o righ t t o exist." 17 Pu t anothe r way , th e pressur e fo r in -
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tegration brough t t o bea r b y civi l right s activist s differe d qualitativel y fro m 
that o f earlie r immigran t group s i n tha t i t rejecte d th e maintenanc e an d 
improvement o f th e ghett o i n favo r o f it s dissolution. 18 

But a s America n Jew s move d awa y fro m th e earlie r form s o f religiou s 
and cultura l expression , Jewis h identit y cam e t o rel y eve n mor e intensel y 
on Jewis h fraternization . Th e sociologis t Charle s Liebma n ha s suggeste d 
with regar d t o Jewis h identit y i n th e postwa r perio d tha t "th e essenc e o f 
American Jewish identity , th e cor e meanin g o f American Judaism fo r man y 
American Jews, ma y ver y wel l b e thei r socia l tie s t o on e another." 19 I t wa s 
not onl y tha t Jew s i n th e postwa r Unite d State s fel t mor e comfortabl e 
among othe r Jew s bu t that , a s th e historia n Edwar d Shapir o point s out , 
"associational Jewishnes s wa s th e bes t way , an d fo r som e th e onl y way , 
they kne w o f assurin g Jewish continuity." 20 Othe r importan t critic s hav e 
lent thi s developmen t th e glos s o f thei r ow n sociologica l acumen . Address -
ing hi s colleague s i n th e Rabbinica l Assembl y i n 1959 , th e founde r o f 
Reconstructionism, Mordeca i Kaplan , wrot e tha t "Jewis h lif e i s social , 
rather tha n spiritual . .  . .  One hal f o f Jewish identit y i s the produc t o f Gen -
tile exclusivenes s an d th e othe r hal f i s the produc t o f Jewish association." 21 

The Jewis h criti c Leonar d Fei n ha s similarl y describe d America n Judais m 
as communal , rathe r tha n theological . "Our s i s no t a  persona l testament , 
but a  collectiv e an d publi c commitment . .  .  .  What define s th e Jews as  Jews 
is community : no t values , no t ideology." 22 

The mos t popula r form s o f Jewish expressio n i n th e postwa r decade s 
continued t o b e contributin g widel y t o Jewis h organizations , philanthro -
pies, an d synagogues , livin g i n clos e proximit y t o othe r Jews, an d sendin g 
offspring t o Jewis h summe r camps—action s tha t brough t Jew s int o socia l 
proximity.23 Thi s characteristi c o f American Jewish lif e ha s sometime s bee n 
called th e "civi l religion " o f America n Jewry , a  referenc e t o th e specifi c 
way i n whic h America n Jew s have , despit e a n enormou s amoun t o f ide -
ological disunity , manage d t o buil d a n identit y a s on e componen t o f K'lal 
Yisrael, or th e "peopl e o f Israel."24 Face d wit h th e familia r moder n dilemm a 
of balancing ful l integratio n wit h maintainin g grou p distinctiveness , Amer -
ican Jew s manage d throug h thei r secula r organization s t o "achiev e unity , 
purpose, an d identit y a s a  mora l communit y whic h transcend s (withou t 
excluding) th e overtl y religiou s ideolog y an d practic e o f th e denomina -
tional movement s o f America n Judaism." 25 Withou t full y recognizin g tha t 
they wer e doin g so , America n Jew s create d a n America n Jewis h polity , a 
"matrix o f voluntar y organization s an d association s whic h carr y ou t func -
tions o f communit y wid e concern." 26 Beyon d th e federation , a n organi -
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zational structur e designe d t o reduc e th e cost s an d burden s o n potentia l 
contributors o f multipl e charitabl e campaigns , othe r secula r organizations , 
such a s th e America n Jewis h Committee , th e America n Jewis h Congress , 
Hadassah, B'na i B'rith , an d synagogue-base d socia l clubs , provided a  frame -
work fo r identificatio n an d socia l contac t withi n th e contex t o f a  respect -
able communa l rationale. 27 Th e concern s o f the majo r Jewish organization s 
may hav e shifte d significantl y durin g th e postwa r era , from , say , a n em -
phasis o n immigratio n settlemen t t o Jewish defens e an d suppor t fo r Israel , 
but ther e i s littl e doub t tha t th e Jewis h polit y ha d becom e th e principa l 
focus o f Jewish religiou s fait h an d unit y i n America . 

Nothing, however , seeme d t o brin g Jews close r togethe r tha n th e neigh -
borhoods i n whic h the y lived . Th e historia n Debora h Das h Moor e ha s 
shown tha t i n th e 1950 s second - an d third-generatio n Jew s continue d t o 
cluster i n predominantl y Jewish communitie s a t almos t th e sam e rat e a s th e 
Jews o f th e immigran t generation , eve n thoug h ne w residentia l opportu -
nities wer e openin g up . I n thes e ethni c enclaves , Jews wer e abl e t o expres s 
their Jewishness unselfconsciously . "The y turne d t o thei r neighborhood s t o 
translate wha t Jewishnes s mean t int o a  livabl e realit y an d t o thei r publi c 
institutions t o giv e expressio n t o th e varie d conten t o f Jewish ethnicity, " 
Moore explains . Th e associationa l pattern s o f th e Jewis h neighborhoo d 
were strengthene d wit h network s o f occupational ties . "Through residentia l 
concentration, N e w Yor k Jew s ofte n acquire d a  psychologica l attitud e o f 
a majority , i n a  countr y wher e the y wer e a  smal l minority . Th e clusterin g 
of thousand s o f Jew s int o cit y neighborhood s mad e Jewis h livin g com -
fortable an d natural." 28 I n N e w Yor k an d othe r larg e cities , temple s an d 
synagogues a s institution s espousin g particula r religiou s doctrine s ha d be -
come periphera l t o th e interest s o f mos t Jews . Philanthropic , mutual-aid , 
and fraterna l organization s ha d emerge d a s th e principl e outle t fo r Jewis h 
extracurricular activities. 29 Eve n durin g wha t Natha n Glaze r terme d th e 
"Jewish Revival " o f th e 1950s , America n Jew s di d no t reall y demonstrat e 
any stron g religiou s driv e bu t rathe r looke d t o th e flourishing  ne w syna -
gogues an d communit y center s t o mee t th e socia l need s o f individual Jews. 
In hi s searc h t o fin d a  basi s fo r Jewis h continuit y i n th e postwa r decades , 
Glazer focuse d o n th e attractio n o f th e "hol y community, " th e ide a tha t 
Jews ar e boun d together , rathe r tha n o n th e acceptanc e o f a  specifi c se t o f 
beliefs.30 Fo r thi s reason , Glaze r wrote , "sinc e th e Secon d Worl d War , Jews 
have move d fro m on e concentrate d Jewish are a onl y t o creat e ne w ones — 
and largel y ou t o f thei r ow n desires." 31 

That Jewish self-segregatio n ha d becom e mor e importan t wit h th e thin -
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ning o f Jewish identit y i n th e postwa r decade s ca n b e see n i n a  Commentary 
article fro m 1958 , i n whic h a  Jewish write r tell s o f th e difficultie s h e face d 
when h e considere d sellin g hi s Nort h Shor e Lon g Islan d hom e t o a  non -
Jewish family . Th e autho r write s tha t th e Jews wer e "herding " themselve s 
back int o ghettos , no t ou t o f a  fea r o f anti-Semitism , bu t ou t o f a  fea r o f 
their ow n Jewishness. "The y hav e s o few positiv e reason s wh y they'r e Jews 
they're afrai d t o liv e i n a  mixe d are a wher e the y migh t hav e t o stan d u p 
and b e identified . S o the y flock  t o thes e all-Jewis h communitie s wher e 
they ca n b e anonymou s an d th e proble m doesn' t exist. " Th e ton e o f th e 
article i s on e o f exasperatio n a t thes e parochia l attitudes , bu t th e autho r 
finally relente d an d sol d hi s hom e t o Jews . "S o Nort h Shor e Communit y 
Homes ca n rela x now, " th e articl e concluded. 32 

That Blac k demand s fo r racia l integratio n woul d b e particularl y trou -
blesome fo r Jewis h communitie s di d no t escap e th e notic e o f som e Blac k 
activists. Whil e th e Blac k imag e o f th e Je w a s a  nonwhit e woul d g o 
through a  significan t transitio n i n th e lat e 1960s , inspirin g a  whol e ne w 
dynamic i n rac e relations , a  numbe r o f Blac k writer s acknowledge d tha t 
Blacks traditionall y viewe d Jews a s something othe r tha n just anothe r whit e 
ethnic group. 33 I n th e lat e 1940 s James Baldwi n wrot e tha t Black s believ e 
the Jew "ha s suffere d enoug h himsel f t o kno w wha t sufferin g means " an d 
that a n "understandin g i s expecte d o f th e Je w suc h a s non e bu t th e mos t 
naive an d visionar y Negr o ha s eve r expecte d o f th e America n gentile." 34 

But i n term s o f racia l integration , a t leas t on e well-know n Blac k journalis t 
suggested tha t Jewish racia l othernes s i n som e citie s wa s th e singl e greates t 
obstacle t o achievin g racia l balance . I n hi s boo k The  Negro  Revolt,  Loui s 
Lomax wrot e tha t whil e Jews wer e mor e tha n just anothe r grou p o f whites, 
"they ar e a  peopl e wit h a  tradition , which , a s bot h a  theoretica l an d prac -
tical matter , offend s Negroes." 3 5 Loma x accuse d th e Jew s o f bein g mor e 
opposed t o integratio n tha n othe r white s no t becaus e the y hate d o r dis -
criminated agains t Black s bu t becaus e the y strov e t o realiz e tha t elemen t 
of thei r Jewishnes s tha t calle d fo r "togetherness. " Loma x believe d tha t 
Blacks i n citie s wit h larg e Jewis h population s wer e discriminate d against , 
not primaril y becaus e the y wer e Blac k bu t becaus e the y wer e gentiles . 
Following thi s logic , Loma x aske d a  serie s o f pertinen t questions : " H o w 
do yo u satisf y a  Jew's righ t t o liv e amon g othe r Jew s withou t abrogatin g 
my righ t t o ren t o r bu y th e hous e nex t t o his ? Wha t moder n Solomo n 
can mediat e th e conflic t tha t arise s whe n I  tr y t o ren t a  stor e o n Harlem' s 
125th Stree t fro m a  Jewish landlor d wh o want s anothe r Je w t o hav e th e 
space?" Whil e th e Blac k America n wa s inspire d b y th e ambitio n "t o ge t 
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the hel l ou t o f th e Negr o ghetto " a s soo n a s h e could , Loma x wrote , th e 
Jew wa s "motivate d i n precisel y th e opposit e direction." 36 

Other civi l right s activist s wer e les s understandin g o f Jewish "together -
ness" tha n Lomax , an d thi s le d t o virulen t attack s o n th e predominantl y 
Jewish leadershi p o f th e garmen t trad e unions. 37 Th e larges t Jewish-le d 
unions, th e Internationa l Ladie s Garmen t Worker s Unio n (ILGWU) , th e 
Amalgamated Clothin g Workers , an d th e Unite d Hebre w Trades , had bee n 
historically friendlie r towar d Black s tha n mos t othe r trad e unions , bu t i t 
was precisel y thi s friendlines s tha t mad e them , rathe r tha n th e mor e exclu -
sionary Iris h an d Italia n buildin g trade s unions , th e targe t o f civi l right s 
activists.38 Despit e th e unions ' historica l willingnes s t o reac h ou t t o Blacks , 
by th e 1960 s garment unio n old-timer s wer e engagin g in strategie s designe d 
to kee p recentl y hire d Blac k an d Puert o Rica n employee s ou t o f th e in -
creasingly scarc e better-payin g jobs. 39 Bu t th e ILGWU' s effort s t o respon d 
to th e shrinkin g o f the whit e ethni c labo r poo l b y hirin g Blacks an d Puert o 
Ricans i n th e firs t plac e reveal s tha t th e attac k o n th e Jewish-le d labo r 
unions a s a n enclav e o f Jewish solidarit y wa s anachronistic . Whil e th e un -
ions ha d bee n i n th e pas t perhap s th e mos t importan t ethnic-base d organ -
izations fo r Jews , b y th e tim e o f th e civi l right s attack s the y ha d becom e 
increasingly les s Jewish , an d youn g Jew s wer e no t lookin g t o the m a s a 
source o f future economi c mobilit y o r Jewish communa l sustenance . Whil e 
Jewish leader s continue d t o dominat e th e unions , b y th e lat e 1950 s the y 
were dealin g increasingl y wit h non-Jewis h workers. 40 

Nevertheless, i n pointin g ou t th e importanc e t o Jew s o f voluntar y as -
sociation, Blac k critic s lik e Loma x exhibite d kee n insight . Th e declin e o f 
the Jewish-dominate d union s wa s jus t on e elemen t o f th e broade r disap -
pearance o f th e immigran t stam p o n Jewish life , an d man y Jews sough t t o 
associate closel y wit h Jews i n othe r venue s precisel y becaus e th e institution s 
of th e immigran t generatio n wer e dying . Th e evolutio n o f civi l right s lib -
eralism fro m desegregatio n i n th e Sout h t o racia l integratio n i n th e Nort h 
had, i n a  sense , force d Jew s t o decid e th e mod e o f identit y t o whic h the y 
were mos t committed : liberalis m o r community . A s th e wall s o f exclusio n 
began t o fall , th e nee d fo r Jews t o prov e tha t the y wer e lik e everyon e els e 
began t o giv e wa y t o a  nee d t o prov e tha t the y wer e stil l someho w dif -
ferent. Jewis h commitmen t t o liberalis m an d th e caus e o f equa l right s fo r 
all ha d been , fo r mor e tha n a  decade , th e predominan t mod e o f expressin g 
that difference . B y clingin g t o th e libera l idea l o f full equalit y fo r individual s 
and alignin g themselve s wit h Blacks , America n Jews wer e assure d tha t the y 
were performin g a  ver y particula r Jewis h mora l function . Bu t th e adven t 
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of th e integratio n movemen t i n th e Nort h force d Jew s t o as k themselve s 
the meanin g o f this stance . Black demand s fo r integratio n an d racia l balanc e 
posed seriou s question s fo r Jews dependen t fo r a  livin g Jewish identit y o n 
neighborhood uniformity , Jewis h communit y centers , da y schools , summe r 
camps, an d othe r communa l arrangements . 

Aware o f thi s conflict , a  smal l numbe r o f Jewish writer s bega n t o ques -
tion th e assumption s upo n whic h man y Jews predicate d thei r unconditiona l 
alliance wit h th e civi l right s movement . C . Bezale l Sherman , a  sociologis t 
and write r associate d wit h th e Labo r Zionis t monthl y Jewish Frontier,  agreed 
that Jew s ha d a  responsibilit y t o suppor t Blac k right s bu t argue d tha t th e 
headlong strid e fo r complet e racia l balanc e woul d onl y intensif y d e fact o 
segregation an d tha t i t woul d b e particularl y deleteriou s fo r th e Jewis h 
community, fo r who m th e los s o f neighborhoo d school s woul d severel y 
impact attendanc e a t afternoo n schools . "Jewis h education , th e mos t im -
portant instrumen t o f Jewish grou p survival , woul d thu s b e destroye d t o 
the benefi t o f no one." 4 1 Abraha m Duker , th e Yeshiv a Universit y historia n 
and librarian , share d Sherman' s concern . Duke r believe d tha t proposal s t o 
bus childre n ou t o f neighborhoo d school s t o achiev e greate r racia l balanc e 
posed a  seriou s threat . "[W] e .  . .  are strugglin g fo r cultura l an d religiou s 
survival, an d a s a  grou p w e hav e right s t o both . Negr o spokesme n hav e 
shown littl e understandin g o f thi s aspec t o f Jewish life." 42 

For th e mos t part , though , th e identificatio n wit h th e struggl e o f Black s 
proved to o powerfu l fo r libera l Jewis h communa l leader s t o realisticall y 
assess th e conditio n o f th e Jewis h communit y an d it s interest s relatin g t o 
racial integration . Rathe r tha n dea l openl y wit h th e majo r cultura l problem s 
associated wit h growin g freedo m an d assimilation , libera l Jewis h leader s 
defined th e well-bein g o f th e Jewis h communit y a s on e wit h th e succes s 
of a n increasingl y militan t figh t fo r racia l integration . Man y believe d tha t 
Jewish ambivalenc e ove r an y aspec t o f th e militan t civi l right s progra m 
itself pose d th e greates t threa t t o America n Jew s a s Jews , an d identifie d 
integration a s a  mora l imperativ e o n whic h th e futur e o f th e Jew s i n th e 
United State s wa s staked . Obviousl y awar e o f the problem s o f Jewish com -
munal erosion , man y o f thes e leader s argue d that , b y providin g th e Jewis h 
community wit h a n opportunit y t o rene w it s commitmen t t o th e Jewis h 
ethical tradition , th e ne w militanc e o f th e civi l right s movemen t woul d 
work t o strengthe n Jewis h identity . I n thi s sense , Jewis h continuit y an d 
survival ha d becom e s o linke d i n th e min d o f libera l Jewish leader s wit h 
active participatio n i n th e figh t fo r racia l integratio n tha t th e possibilit y o f 
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a clas h betwee n Jewis h communa l surviva l an d th e civi l right s movemen t 
was rarel y entertained . 

Jewish Civil Rights Militants and Integration 

The ide a tha t th e integrit y o f th e America n Jewis h communit y wa s inex -
tricably linke d t o th e growin g militanc e o f civi l right s protes t wa s perhap s 
most memorabl y state d a t th e histori c Marc h o n Washingto n i n Augus t 
1963 b y Rabb i Joachim Prin z o f th e America n Jewish Congress , a  refuge e 
from Naz i Germany . Rabb i Prin z declare d tha t th e Jewis h histori c expe -
rience o f thre e an d a  hal f thousan d year s commande d tha t Jews spea k out . 
"[I]t i s not merel y sympath y an d compassio n fo r th e Blac k peopl e o f Amer -
ica tha t motivate s us, " Prin z declared . "I t i s abov e al l an d beyon d al l suc h 
sympathies an d emotion s a  sens e o f complet e identificatio n an d solidarit y 
born o f ou r ow n painfu l historica l experience. " Withou t makin g explici t 
his suppor t fo r a  progra m o f ful l integration , Rabb i Prin z mad e i t know n 
that ther e wer e n o Jewis h concern s abou t integratio n tha t supersede d th e 
importance o f suppor t fo r th e militan t civi l right s program . "Eve n thos e 
who believ e tha t w e hav e ou r ow n problem s an d shoul d hav e littl e tim e 
to meddl e i n thi s understan d tha t w e woul d forfei t ou r plac e i n Americ a 
as a  spiritua l an d religiou s forc e i f w e wer e t o sta y out." 4 3 

Abraham Joshua Heschel , perhap s th e mos t influentia l Jewish theologia n 
of th e postwa r period , als o maintaine d tha t th e marc h towar d ful l racia l 
integration coul d resul t i n a  spiritua l renewa l fo r America n Jews . A  pro -
fessor o f ethic s an d Jewis h mysticis m a t th e Jewis h Theologica l Seminar y 
and a  refuge e fro m Naz i Germany , Hesche l becam e th e chie f spiritua l 
spokesman fo r America n Judais m durin g th e 1950 s an d 60s . Hesche l wa s 
extremely activ e i n th e civi l right s movemen t an d marche d alongsid e Mar -
tin Luthe r Kin g an d Ralp h Bunch e a t th e hea d o f th e famou s 196 5 civi l 
rights marc h fro m Selm a t o Montgomery . Bu t h e mad e hi s bigges t splas h 
two year s befor e th e march , a t th e 196 3 Nationa l Conferenc e o n Religio n 
and Rac e i n Chicago . A t thi s centennia l commemoratio n fo r Lincoln' s 
Emancipation Proclamation , Hesche l note d tha t th e firs t racia l dialogu e 
took plac e betwee n Mose s an d Pharaoh , an d h e describe d racis m a s th e 
world's greates t threa t t o mankind. 44 Hesche l believe d strongl y tha t nobod y 
was fre e o f th e obligatio n t o b e a  civi l right s activist , proclaimin g a t on e 
point tha t "Ther e i s a n evi l whic h mos t o f u s condon e an d ar e eve n guilt y 
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of: indifference  to evil"  an d excoriatin g al l American s fo r thei r complicit y i n 
the evi l o f racia l injustice . "Som e ar e guilty , bu t al l ar e responsible." 45 A 
genuinely powerfu l an d origina l theologian , Hesche l wen t s o fa r a s t o de -
fine th e Jewis h communit y i n relationshi p t o th e struggl e fo r civi l rights. 
Speaking directl y t o hi s coreligionists , Hesche l articulate d wha t becam e 
perhaps th e mos t characteristi c impuls e o f libera l Jewish expression . "Th e 
plight o f th e Negr o mus t becom e ou r mos t importan t concern . See n i n 
the ligh t o f ou r religiou s tradition , th e Negr o proble m i s God' s gif t t o 
America, th e tes t o f ou r integrity , a  magnificen t spiritua l opportunity." 46 

By th e earl y 1960s , larg e number s o f America n Jewis h leader s an d in -
tellectuals ha d identifie d s o strongl y wit h Heschel' s belie f tha t the y ne -
glected t o addres s th e specifi c complication s fo r Jew s tha t stemme d fro m 
the prospec t o f unimpeded racia l integration . A s race militants , thes e Jewish 
spokespersons joined i n th e attac k o n th e whit e middl e clas s in genera l an d 
on th e Jewis h middl e clas s i n particular , identifyin g Jewis h purpos e wit h 
civil rights  militanc e an d ofte n substitutin g civi l rights  activis m fo r th e mor e 
difficult tas k o f developin g a  sustainable , functiona l mod e o f Jewish livin g 
in th e Unite d States . Thes e Jewish critic s showe d littl e sympath y fo r mid -
dle-class Jews caugh t betwee n thei r belie f i n racia l justice an d thei r desir e 
to maintai n distinctiv e Jewis h communitie s an d institution s i n bot h th e 
cities an d th e suburb s o f postwa r America . 

One o f th e mor e outspoke n critic s wa s Charle s Silberman , a  journalis t 
and edito r a t Fortune  magazine , whos e widel y rea d an d highl y regarde d 
1964 volume , Crisis  in  Black  and  White,  wa s on e o f the firs t effort s t o attac k 
the theor y tha t th e problem s o f Black s i n Norther n citie s wer e simila r t o 
those o f othe r immigrant s an d t o emphasiz e th e specia l difficultie s cause d 
by colo r an d rac e discrimination. 47 Silberma n believe d tha t America n Jew s 
had no t adequatel y understoo d th e shif t i n th e civi l rights  struggl e fro m 
the earl y lega l battle s t o th e mor e militan t technique s o f th e earl y 1960s . 
"The figh t fo r racia l justice ha s radicall y change d characte r an d directio n 
in th e pas t severa l years , bu t w e Jews—an d b y 'w e Jews ' I  mea n th e 
leadership o f th e majo r Jewis h religiou s an d la y organizations , no t just ou r 
benighted ran k an d file—hav e no t change d wit h it, " Silberma n wrote. 48 

Silberman insiste d tha t a s a  "committe d Jew, " h e wa s sur e tha t "ou r ow n 
survival i s a t stake , fo r ou r inactio n undermine s tha t passio n fo r freedo m 
and tha t commitmen t t o justice whic h alway s hav e bee n a  justification o f 
our surviva l a s a  people." 49 Attackin g th e Jewis h middl e clas s fo r bein g 
bound t o materia l gai n an d fo r failin g t o suppor t seriou s socia l change , 
Silberman describe d thei r mind-set : "We ' d lik e t o participat e i n th e figh t 
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for racia l justice, al l right, bu t no t i f it mean s tha t w e mus t soi l the middle -
class garments o f respectability al l of us—rabbis an d laymen—have learne d 
to wear." 50 Ironically , a t th e sam e tim e tha t h e excoriate d th e middl e clas s 
for it s lack o f involvement i n th e civi l right s struggle , Silberma n castigate d 
white liberal s fo r thei r suppor t o f Blac k causes , whic h ha d kep t Black s i n 
a stat e o f dependency . "Whit e philanthropy , whit e liberalism , whit e sym -
pathy an d support . .  .  have ha d a  simila r effec t o f preventin g African -
Americans fro m standin g o n thei r feet." 51 Th e result , accordin g t o Silber -
man, "ha s bee n a  seriou s strai n betwee n African-American s an d whit e 
liberals; includin g .  .  .Jewish whit e liberals." 52 

Perhaps th e mos t radica l attac k b y a  Jewish leade r o n middle-clas s Jew s 
with regar d t o civi l right s wa s tha t o f th e well-know n rabb i an d activis t 
Arnold Jacob Wolf . I n hi s essa y "Th e Negr o Revolutio n an d Jewish The -
ology," Wol f accuse d th e entire Jewish communit y o f being incurably racis t 
and "bourgeois. " Fo r Wolf , th e Jews wer e th e peopl e wh o kep t th e racis t 
and evi l capitalis t syste m going . Wol f explaine d tha t Jews, lik e th e peopl e 
in hi s own congregation , wer e largel y entrepreneurs , advertisin g executives , 
promoters, smal l manufacturers , salespeople , an d tax experts whose functio n 
in America n societ y i t wa s "t o greas e th e wheel s o f capitalism—tha t ver y 
capitalism whic h firs t fire s an d last hires Negr o workers , tha t very capitalis m 
whose profit s ar e squeeze d fro m machine s destine d t o displac e th e Negr o 
as America' s muscle." 53 Wol f argue d tha t th e "America n Je w live s b y hi s 
superiority t o an d distanc e fro m th e America n Negr o an d th e America n 
poor" an d tha t th e Jewish communit y mad e show y gesture s tha t looke d 
supportive o f Blac k right s bu t nevertheles s di d no t pu t a t ris k th e Jews ' 
own positio n i n America. Th e Jew "wil l approv e o f integration, bu t oppos e 
every possibl e ste p towar d it . H e wil l suppor t non-violenc e .  . .  but neve r 
participate i n direc t action . .  . .  The bourgeoi s Je w wil l hol d ar t fair s fo r 
civil right s organization s an d no t deman d t o kno w wher e th e money goes , 
because h e doe s no t reall y care." 54 Afte r upbraidin g America n Jew s fo r 
their alignmen t wit h ineffectua l Democrati c policies , Wol f issued a  political 
litmus tes t o f hi s own , surmisin g tha t Jew s mus t serv e Go d politicall y b y 
becoming a  "pressur e grou p fo r highe r taxatio n .  . .  for menta l healt h .  .  . 
[and] fo r civi l rights." 55 

The Jewis h rac e militant s wer e s o convince d o f th e mora l primac y o f 
civil right s an d tha t th e fat e o f th e Jews wa s tie d t o a  progra m o f militan t 
activism tha t a t least one of them dre w a n analogy between Jewish hesitanc e 
on racia l integratio n an d th e indifferenc e o f averag e German s t o th e H o -
locaust. Rabb i Henr y Cohe n o f Philadelphi a insiste d tha t "som e Jew s ar e 
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as indifferen t t o th e fat e o f th e Negr o a s wer e s o man y German s t o th e 
fate o f th e Jew!" 5 6 Bu t whil e Cohe n chos e th e citizen s o f Naz i German y 
as a  mod e o f comparison , tw o prominen t Jewis h sociologists , B . Z . Sobe l 
and Ma y L . Sobel , wer e convince d tha t middle-clas s Jews wer e mor e anal -
ogous t o th e antebellu m Quakers . Th e Sobel s worrie d abou t Jewis h con -
tinuity, bu t the y identifie d th e threa t t o continuit y i n th e possibl e Jewis h 
withdrawal fro m civi l right s activism , no t i n th e challeng e pose d b y racia l 
integration t o Jewish association . I t was thei r opinio n tha t th e pressur e fro m 
rank-and-file Jews o n Jewish organization s t o withdraw fro m th e civi l right s 
movement wa s leadin g th e Jewis h communit y th e wa y o f th e Quakers . 
The Quake r church , th e Sobel s explained , ha d bee n oppose d t o slaver y 
before th e Civi l Wa r an d ha d cleanse d it s ow n hous e o f slaveholder s bu t 
had refuse d t o tak e u p caus e wit h th e abolitionist s o r t o ris k a  Nor th /Sout h 
split i n th e church . The y consequentl y los t suppor t an d membership , be -
coming a  quain t bu t insignifican t religiou s grou p becaus e o f thei r inabilit y 
to "mov e beyon d th e leve l o f liberalis m whic h ha d becom e institutional -
ized b y th e 18t h century." 57 Th e allege d Jewish withdrawa l fro m civi l right s 
was a  simila r case , an d Jew s wer e losin g sigh t o f thei r "centra l bindin g 
mission," puttin g th e Jewish community' s surviva l int o seriou s doubt . Th e 
"Jews o f th e pas t sa w i n thei r live s a  missio n t o liv e th e Torah , t o spea k 
to th e worl d o f th e on e tru e God , an d o f a  latte r ag e t o bea r th e messag e 
of propheti c justice an d socia l melioration . Ther e i s n o comparabl e centra l 
idea fo r the m a s a  grou p i n th e 20t h century, " th e Sobel s wrote. 58 Fo r th e 
Sobels, th e commitmen t t o civi l right s coul d no w for m th e basi s fo r soli -
darity an d a  "guidin g idea " fo r th e Jewish community . Th e Sobel s urge d 
community leader s t o ac t a s a  "goa d an d a  rod " t o pus h th e Jewish com -
munity int o action , eve n i n th e fac e o f ope n hostility . "Large-scal e wor k 
in an d wit h th e Negr o communit y mus t b e undertaken , eve n i n th e fac e 
of a rebuff from th e revolutionar y Negr o leadership , an d work i n the Jewish 
community shoul d b e intensifie d eve n i n th e fac e o f violen t reaction." 59 

That Jewis h rac e militant s sa w th e struggl e fo r racia l integratio n a s th e 
primary vehicl e fo r a  strong Jewish identit y coul d b e see n i n th e wa y som e 
of the m viewe d th e alienate d Jewish yout h fro m th e Nort h wh o mad e u p 
such a  large contingen t o f the civi l right s volunteer s i n th e Sout h through -
out th e earl y 1960s . Charle s Silberma n believe d tha t man y o f thes e yout h 
had drifte d awa y fro m Judais m becaus e th e Jewis h communit y lacke d a 
commitment t o socia l action . "Ca n w e fin d n o wa y b y whic h youn g Jew s 
can participat e i n th e civi l right s movemen t a s Jews?" h e asked. 60 Silberma n 
was no t alon e i n hi s belie f tha t th e wa y t o stronge r Jewish identit y amon g 
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Jewish yout h wa s throug h greate r civi l right s activism . Alber t Chernin , th e 
director o f communit y consultatio n fo r th e Nationa l Jewis h Communit y 
Advisory Council , note d tha t man y o f the youn g Jewish student s wh o too k 
part i n Freedo m Summe r i n Mississipp i i n 196 4 an d di d no t identif y a s 
Jews wer e i n fac t actin g a s Jews bu t simpl y di d no t kno w it . Accordin g t o 
Chernin, i t wa s th e jo b o f Jewish communit y relation s agencie s t o mak e 
them kno w it. 61 A  forme r Anti-Defamatio n Leagu e official , Murra y Fried -
man, venture d t o argu e tha t th e youngster s wh o participate d i n direc t ac -
tion protest s i n th e Sout h wer e actin g a s Jews i n th e sens e tha t Judais m 
contains larg e dose s o f egalitarianism . "I t i s a s i f thes e boy s wer e wearin g 
their Yarmulke s withou t knowin g it, " sai d Friedman. 62 Marvi n Schick , a n 
orthodox Jewish write r an d a  N e w Yor k Cit y mayora l aid , eve n urge d th e 
orthodox communit y t o mee t alienate d yout h o n thei r ow n turf . Whil e 
he rule d ou t makin g religiou s compromise s wit h thi s alienate d youth , 
Schick felt  tha t advocac y o f civi l right s b y th e orthodo x communit y "ca n 
help t o prepar e th e wa y fo r a  relationshi p wit h alienate d youn g Jews." 6 3 

But, b y al l indications, i t was unlikel y tha t th e adoptio n o f more militan t 
civil right s activitie s b y th e Jewish rank-and-fil e coul d hav e inspire d a  closer 
connection wit h youn g Jew s wh o ha d identifie d mor e strongl y wit h left -
leaning socia l movements . Man y o f thes e activist s consciousl y rejecte d an y 
Jewish motiv e fo r thei r actions . On e youn g Jewish "freedo m fighter " wh o 
participated i n a  symposiu m i n 196 5 insiste d tha t "i t woul d b e mor e ac -
curate t o cal l m y backgroun d progressive , rathe r tha n Jewish." 64 Anothe r 
participant explaine d tha t h e decide d t o participat e i n Mississipp i i n th e 
summer o f 196 4 becaus e h e identifie d mor e wit h bein g a n America n tha n 
with bein g a  Jew. " I go t involve d i n thi s grea t conflic t wit h mysel f a s t o 
my rol e a s a  Jewish American, " h e explained . "Wa s I  t o b e th e on e t o b e 
pushing fo r th e developmen t o f th e Stat e o f Israel ? Wa s I  a  Jew i n tha t 
sense, o r wa s I  a n American ? I  conclude d tha t I  wa s a n America n an d tha t 
this [civi l rights ] wa s th e struggl e tha t wa s bein g fought." 65 Anothe r par -
ticipant explaine d hi s proble m wit h definin g Jewishnes s a s hi s motivatio n 
for participatin g i n "Freedo m Summer. " "Th e troubl e wit h thi s questio n 
is tha t whe n w e say , wha t i s ther e abou t bein g a  Jew tha t brough t yo u 
down [South] , well , al l kind s o f peopl e ar e down , Christian s ar e down , 
and agnostic s an d atheists. " Th e youn g ma n explaine d tha t h e though t i t 
was "destructive " t o brin g "one' s Jewis h traditio n an d backgroun d int o 
this."66 

Similarly, th e tw o mos t famou s youn g Jew s t o participat e in , an d ulti -
mately t o giv e thei r live s to , th e civi l right s struggl e i n th e South , Andre w 

|
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Goodman an d Michae l Schwerner , wer e quit e ambivalen t abou t thei r Jew-
ish identity . Thes e tw o idealist s an d civi l rights martyr s were kille d by whit e 
racists alon g wit h thei r Blac k companion , Jame s Ear l Chaney , i n th e sum -
mer o f 196 4 i n Mississippi . I t i s reasonabl e t o assum e tha t Goodma n wa s 
influenced mor e b y hi s Communis t backgroun d tha n b y hi s Jewish back -
ground. Goodman' s parent s wer e sympathizer s wh o ofte n hel d fundraiser s 
in th e 1950 s i n thei r Manhatta n apartmen t fo r professor s accuse d o f C o m -
munist ties . Th e convicte d Communis t sp y Alge r His s wa s a  visito r t o th e 
Goodman home . Schwerne r identifie d himsel f a s a n atheis t wh o believe d 
in th e infinit e perfectibilit y o f men. Decidin g a t age thirtee n no t t o becom e 
a ba r mitzvah , h e late r declare d tha t h e wa s no t Jewis h bu t rathe r "only " 
a man. 67 Ther e seem s t o hav e bee n a n interestin g generationa l dynami c 
going o n amon g th e Jews o f th e lef t whic h woul d becom e fa r mor e pro -
nounced wit h th e radicalizatio n o f th e yout h movemen t i n th e lat e 1960s . 
Whereas th e promis e o f universa l equalit y ha d mad e leftis m i n al l it s va -
rieties appealin g t o earlie r generation s o f youn g Jew s marke d wit h th e 
indelible etching s o f th e Jewis h ghetto , late r generation s o f youn g Jew s 
seemed t o hav e absorbe d muc h o f th e olde r generation' s universalis m bu t 
little o f th e Jewish ghetto . I t seem s mor e accurat e t o sa y tha t thos e Jewis h 
youth wh o foun d meanin g onl y i n civi l right s activis m ha d no t bee n run -
ning awa y fro m a  stati c o r "irrelevant " Judaism bu t i n fac t ha d neve r reall y 
been affecte d b y an y meaningfu l Jewis h experience . A s th e journalis t Jac k 
Newfield pu t it , th e youn g alienate d Jews wer e "th e childre n o f economi c 
surplus an d spiritua l starvatio n wh o sough t t o giv e meanin g t o thei r live s 
by identifyin g the m wit h a  caus e greate r tha n thei r ow n persona l needs." 68 

The reactio n o f Jewish rac e militant s t o th e issu e o f risin g Blac k anti -
Semitism reveale d that , i n som e cases , thei r commitmen t t o radica l racia l 
change transcende d eve n th e mos t rudimentar y concern s abou t basi c com -
munal defens e an d safety . Th e mos t conspicuou s instanc e o f Blac k anti -
Semitism wa s th e growin g popularit y o f th e Blac k nationalis t Natio n o f 
Islam. Th e seethin g povert y o f mos t Blac k slum s mad e th e nationalis t phi -
losophy o f th e Blac k Muslim s appealing . Th e Natio n o f Islam , whic h de -
rived muc h o f its philosophy fro m Marcu s Garve y an d th e Moorish Templ e 
Movement o f Nobl e Dre w Al i o f th e 1920 s an d 1930s , preache d Blac k 
supremacy, racia l segregation , socia l uplift , an d economi c self-reliance . Th e 
philosophy o f th e group , le d b y "Messenge r o f Allah " Elija h Muhamma d 
and hi s second-in-command , Malcol m X , taugh t tha t Black s wer e God' s 
original creatio n an d tha t "ou t o f the wea k o f the Blac k Nation , th e presen t 
Caucasian rac e wa s created. " Th e centra l myt h o f th e Blac k Muslim s in -
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volves a  Blac k scientis t name d Yaku b wh o create d th e evi l whit e rac e i n 
a cav e laborator y a s a n experimen t t o spit e Go d an d hi s favorit e tribe , th e 
Black trib e o f Shabazz . Th e firs t grou p o f whit e peopl e t o emerg e fro m 
Yakub's cav e wer e th e Jews, wh o wen t o n t o inhabi t Europ e an d becom e 
civilized. I t i s ironic tha t i n attemptin g t o explai n th e historica l subjugatio n 
of Blacks, th e Natio n o f Islam adopte d Western , Christian , an d eve n Jewish 
motifs i n thei r mythology . Apparently , Elija h Muhamma d himsel f wa s 
pegged fo r th e biblica l figur e o f Moses , charge d wit h leadin g hi s peopl e 
out o f the Unite d States , the Black man' s Egypt. 69 Whil e Jews were though t 
to b e devil s jus t lik e al l othe r whites , the y wer e single d ou t a s especiall y 
malicious. "Jew s ar e th e Negro' s wors t enemie s amon g whites, " wrot e th e 
Black Musli m Ministe r Jeremiah X . "Unlik e othe r whites , Jews mak e i t a 
practice t o stud y Negros ; thu s the y ar e abl e t o ge t nex t t o hi m [sic]  bette r 
than othe r whites . H e use s th e knowledg e thu s obtaine d t o ge t clos e t o 
the Negro , thereb y bein g i n a  positio n t o sta b hi m wit h a  knife." 70 I t i s 
noteworthy tha t despit e th e Blac k Musli m rejectio n o f Christianity , th e 
image o f th e Je w i n Natio n o f Isla m rhetori c remaine d prett y muc h th e 
standard far e o f Christia n anti-Semitism—namely , tha t o f th e Jewish con -
spiratorial usurer , exploiter , an d thief . I n a  standar d speec h a t Templ e 
Number Seve n i n Harlem , Malcol m X  explaine d tha t th e Jew s "kno w 
how t o ro b you , the y kno w ho w t o b e you r landlord , the y kno w ho w t o 
be you r grocer , the y kno w ho w t o b e you r lawyer , the y kno w ho w t o 
join th e NAAC P an d becom e th e president . .  . .  They kno w ho w t o con -
trol everythin g yo u got. " Malcol m continue d "Goldber g alway s catche s 
ya'. I f Goldber g can' t catc h ya' , Goldstein'l l catc h ya' . An d i f Goldstei n 
don't catc h ya' , Greenber g wil l catc h ya'." 71 Lik e s o man y other s durin g 
this er a o f growing militance , Malcol m too k ai m a t Jews fo r thei r liberalism . 
On a  nationwide broadcas t Malcol m sai d abou t sherif f Jim Clar k o f Selma , 
Alabama, th e ma n wh o use d cattl e prod s o n civi l right s demonstrators , 
"Clark i s a wolf but th e Jewish libera l i s a fox, an d th e wol f is better becaus e 
with hi m yo u kno w wher e yo u are." 72 Som e o f Malcolm' s fulmination s 
were aime d a t displacin g Jews fro m thei r histori c rol e a s victims . "Every -
body talk s abou t th e si x millio n Jews," h e complained , "bu t I  was readin g 
a boo k th e othe r da y tha t showe d tha t on e hundre d millio n o f u s [Blac k 
Americans] wer e kidnappe d an d brough t t o thi s country— one hundred  mil-
lion. N o w everybody' s wet-eye d ove r a  handfu l o f Jews wh o brough t i t 
on themselves . Wha t abou t ou r on e hundre d million?" 73 

Black anti-Semitis m di d no t sprin g fort h onl y fro m th e Blac k Muslims . 
By th e earl y 1960s , angr y an d mor e militan t youn g Blac k leader s lik e Ceci l 
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Moore o f Philadelphia , wh o though t ever y Jew i n th e civi l right s move -
ment wa s " a godda m phoney, " gaine d sizabl e followings. 74 B y 1966 , eve n 
leaders of civil rights agencies that had received huge financial suppor t fro m 
Jews demonstrate d significan t anti-Semitism . Th e mos t notoriou s cas e was 
the February 3 , 1966, meeting of the board of education in Mount Vernon , 
New York , calle d t o discus s desegregatio n o f the loca l schools . Whe n n o 
progress was made towar d integration , Cliffor d A . Brown, th e educationa l 
chairman o f the Moun t Verno n chapte r o f the Congres s fo r Racia l Equal -
ity, shouted : "Hitle r mad e on e mistak e when h e didn' t kil l enough o f you 
Jews." James Farmer , th e nationa l directo r o f CORE , ordere d a n investi -
gation t o determin e th e "context " i n whic h Mr . Brow n mad e hi s remar k 
but wen t o n t o say that "als o intolerable" were th e schoo l board's delayin g 
tactics i n endin g d e fact o segregatio n i n th e city' s schools . Farmer' s un -
willingness t o unconditionall y denounc e Brow n fo r hi s comment s 
prompted Wil l Maslow , th e executiv e directo r o f th e America n Jewis h 
Congress an d a  long-time civi l right s lawyer , t o resig n fro m th e nationa l 
advisory boar d o f CORE. 75 

Jews als o ha d reaso n t o believ e tha t man y Black s share d th e anti -
Semitism o f some o f their leaders . A 196 4 study by th e Universit y o f Cal-
ifornia Surve y Researc h Cente r foun d tha t Black s were significantl y mor e 
likely tha n white s t o accept  economi c stereotype s abou t Jews , wit h 5 4 
percent o f Black American s rankin g "high " o n a  scal e o f economi c anti -
Semitism.76 Malcol m X' s declaratio n i n January 196 4 tha t "th e street s ar e 
going t o ru n wit h blood " an d tha t "Blac k peopl e ar e goin g t o explode " 
was followed tha t summe r b y a  riot i n Harlem , th e firs t o f a string o f 329 
riots t o tak e place i n 25 7 citie s acros s the countr y betwee n 196 4 and 1968 . 
While factor s othe r tha n anti-Semitis m wer e clearl y a t th e hear t o f thes e 
disturbances, in the summer riots of 1964 cries of "Let's get the Jews" were 
reported i n th e press . On e repor t ha d i t tha t Jews owne d a s many a s 8 0 
percent o f th e furnitur e stores , 6 0 percen t o f th e foo d markets , an d 5 4 
percent o f the liquor stores burned an d looted in the 196 5 riot in the Watts 
section o f Los Angeles. 77 

While man y Blac k leaders , includin g Marti n Luthe r Kin g Jr. an d Ro y 
Wilkins, wer e quic k an d thoroug h i n condemnin g manifestation s o f Black 
anti-Semitism, eve n friendl y Blac k leader s wer e incline d t o soft-peda l th e 
issue. At a  convention o f the America n Jewish Congres s i n 1966 , the civi l 
rights leader and staunch alliance builder Bayard Rustin sai d that he wanted 
"to poin t ou t tha t th e ter m anti-Semitis m a s applied t o Negroes and whit e 
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Christians i n thi s countr y i s no t th e sam e thing , an d canno t b e th e sam e 
thing. .  . .  There i s no feelin g amon g blac k peopl e i n thi s countr y tha t the y 
are superio r t o Jews , no r i s ther e amon g blac k peopl e i n th e countr y a 
belief that , somehow , Judais m i s i n a  fix." 78 

While thi s kin d o f response i s to hav e bee n expecte d fro m Blac k leader s 
eager t o kee p attentio n focuse d o n racia l injustic e agains t Blac k Americans , 
a much stronge r respons e woul d hav e bee n expecte d fro m America n Jewish 
leaders an d intellectual s wh o had , sinc e th e Holocaust , becom e extremel y 
sensitive t o eve n th e mos t superficia l manifestation s o f anti-Semitism . Bu t 
for man y Jewish rac e militants , th e importanc e o f racia l integratio n wa s s o 
essential t o thei r definitio n o f Jewishness tha t the y tolerate d a  level o f anti -
Semitism fro m variou s segment s o f th e Blac k communit y tha t the y woul d 
probably neve r hav e tolerate d fro m whit e anti-Semites . Th e commitmen t 
of thes e Jewis h rac e militant s t o civi l right s an d racia l integratio n wa s s o 
complete tha t an y Jewish impuls e towar d self-defens e an d recoi l wa s sub -
ordinated i n definin g th e religiou s imperative s o f th e Jew . Thus , a t th e 
same 196 6 America n Jewis h Congres s conventio n addresse d b y Bayar d 
Rustin, Charle s Silberma n delivere d a n addres s i n whic h h e claime d "anti -
Semitism i s irrelevan t t o a  consideratio n o f Jewish responsibilit y because , 
in th e mos t fundamenta l sense , tha t responsibilit y stem s fro m us  an d no t 
from Negroes. " Thi s statemen t cam e a s a particular surpris e sinc e Silberma n 
claimed t o hav e bee n no t thre e fee t awa y fro m C O R E officia l Cliffor d A . 
Brown i n Moun t Verno n whe n h e mad e hi s statemen t abou t Hitle r an d 
the Jews . Nevertheless , i t wa s wha t Silberma n calle d th e "mirro r image " 
of Blac k anti-Semitism—"Jewis h anti-Negroism"—tha t concerne d hi m 
most. Jewis h "anti-Negroism " referre d t o th e "rac e prejudic e .  . .  very 
deeply roote d i n th e America n Jewis h community " an d "th e Jewis h op -
position t o schoo l integration , t o housin g integration , etc." 79 Jews, i n short , 
were agains t integration , an d thi s wa s tantamoun t t o racism . "Unfortu -
nately, th e leader s o f the Jewish communit y hav e no t addresse d themselve s 
to .  .  .  the .  . .  emergence o f full-fledged , a s wel l a s rhetoricall y camou -
flaged, Jewis h anti-Negroism." 80 

At th e sam e conference , Rabb i Arthu r J . Lelyveld , th e presiden t o f th e 
American Jewish Congress , mad e a  simila r point . " I d o no t serv e th e caus e 
of Negr o emancipatio n becaus e I  expec t th e Negr o t o lov e m e i n return, " 
he stated . Lelyvel d criticize d Jew s wh o wante d t o focu s Jewis h energie s 
and resource s o n Jewis h educatio n an d Jewis h culture , rathe r tha n o n in -
tegration an d civi l rights , arguin g tha t th e Jewish communit y ha d th e re -
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sources t o d o both . "Thi s i s a  professional intellectua l rationalizatio n o f tha t 
disinclination t o b e 'involved ' whic h i s s o widesprea d i n ou r time . I t i s s o 
much mor e comfortabl e t o diver t one' s gaze." 81 

Albert Vorspan , a n officia l o f the Refor m movement' s Unio n o f Amer -
ican Hebre w Congregations , attacke d thos e h e believe d wer e considerin g 
withdrawing fro m th e civi l right s movemen t becaus e o f Blac k anti -
Semitism. Vorspa n wrote , "W e ar e no t i n th e figh t fo r huma n right s be -
cause w e wan t Negroe s t o lik e u s .  . .  but becaus e i t i s ou r tas k a s Ameri -
cans, ou r religiou s imperativ e a s Jews, an d ou r dut y a s huma n beings." 82 

Some Jewis h rac e militant s argue d tha t th e anti-Semitis m o f th e Blac k 
Muslims wa s no t a s ba d a s whit e anti-Semitis m an d di d no t hol d Black s 
responsible fo r th e kind s o f attitude s the y held . Often , i t wa s explained , 
Black anti-Semitis m wa s merel y a  reactio n t o whit e racis m o r economi c 
circumstances. Alon g thes e lines , Rabb i Kur t Flasche r differentiate d th e 
Black Musli m anti-Semitis m fro m tha t o f whit e right-win g anti-Semite s 
like Georg e Lincol n Rockwell . "W e differentiat e betwee n a n out-and-ou t 
anti-Semite lik e Rockwell , whos e entir e progra m i s t o preac h th e exter -
mination o f th e Jews , period , an d th e Blac k Muslims , whic h i s essentiall y 
a reactio n t o th e racis m an d th e terro r an d th e brutalitie s t o whic h th e 
Negro peopl e ar e exposed." 83 

Morris Schappes , th e long-tim e radica l an d edito r o f th e Marxist -
oriented Jewish  Currents,  als o expresse d understandin g fo r th e racis m an d 
anti-Semitism o f the Muslims , sayin g tha t i t wa s simila r t o Jewish prejudic e 
against non-Jew s arisin g fro m th e histor y o f anti-Semitism . " I ca n under -
stand th e Blac k Muslims ' attitud e an d feeling , becaus e I  thin k i t arise s fro m 
the sam e frustratio n an d fear, " wrot e Schappes. 84 

At th e 196 4 conventio n o f th e America n Jewish Congress , Sha d Polier , 
an AJ C official , reiterate d hi s belie f that Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s essentiall y 
the resul t o f a  searc h fo r scapegoats , bu t h e adde d tha t h e di d no t believ e 
that i t o r Blac k nationalis m wa s "pervasiv e o r enduring. " Wha t concerne d 
Polier mos t wa s tha t Jew s migh t respon d b y leavin g th e struggl e fo r civi l 
rights. "Wha t concern s me , a s a  Jew," Polie r said , "i s no t s o muc h th e 
phenomenon o f Negr o anti-Semitis m bu t th e respons e o f th e Jew t o tha t 
phenomenon. I t i s al l to o eas y an d natura l fo r th e respons e t o b e on e o f 
resentment, fear , an d hostility . . . . I  a m concerne d les t thes e thing s happe n 
to th e Jew. " Polie r sai d h e ha d fait h tha t thi s woul d no t happe n becaus e 
"the Je w wil l no t betra y hi s heritage." 85 A t th e sam e meeting , Stanle y 
Lowell, chairma n o f th e N e w Yor k Cit y Commissio n o n Huma n Rights , 
also reproache d Jew s wh o woul d shir k thei r responsibilitie s i n th e struggl e 
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for equalit y becaus e th e "laten t anti-Semitis m o f a  fractio n o f th e Negr o 
community i s no w mor e ope n an d apparent." 86 

While som e Jewish rac e militant s blame d Jews fo r Blac k anti-Semitism , 
which the y believe d wa s primaril y a  reactio n t o Jewis h an d whit e oppo -
sition t o integration , other s too k a  more indirec t attack , arguin g tha t Blac k 
anti-Semitism wa s essentiall y economi c i n nature , an d blame d Jew s fo r 
exploiting Blacks . Paradoxically , som e o f th e rac e militant s wh o too k thi s 
approach foun d themselve s admonishin g Jew s fo r thei r oppositio n t o in -
tegration whil e demandin g tha t the y remov e themselve s a s business owner s 
from Blac k communities . Th e fea r tha t Jew s migh t b e disproportionatel y 
responsible fo r Blac k economi c exploitatio n wa s base d o n th e ol d socialis t 
belief tha t economi c relation s betwee n seller s an d buyer s mus t alway s b e 
hostile an d o n th e mistake n notio n tha t th e object s o f irrationa l prejudic e 
could someho w reduc e th e amoun t o f prejudic e aime d a t the m b y simpl y 
changing thei r behavior . Man y Jewish rac e militant s wer e bolstere d i n thes e 
beliefs b y a  selective readin g o f the wor k o f the sociologis t Davi d Caplovitz , 
who foun d tha t th e resident s o f poo r neighborhood s wer e no t onl y mor e 
likely t o pa y mor e fo r inferio r good s an d service s bu t wer e als o more likel y 
to b e take n i n b y dishones t an d semidishones t marketin g an d financin g 
schemes.87 Interestingly , whil e Caplovit z mad e n o attemp t t o quantif y th e 
Jewish elemen t i n ghett o busines s enterprise , h e conclude d tha t merchant -
consumer relationship s ma y tak e a  variet y o f forms . Whil e admittin g tha t 
the outcom e o f thes e relationship s ma y b e hostile , Caplovit z state d tha t "I t 
is o f som e interes t tha t th e [Jewish ] salesme n ar e sometime s viewe d a s 
friends. I  suspec t tha t a  mor e thoroug h stud y migh t sho w tha t th e poo r 
often tur n t o th e merchant s wit h who m the y dea l fo r a  variet y o f service s 
apart fro m merchandis e .  . .  the poo r ma y conside r th e merchant s a s thei r 
allies."88 Anecdotal evidenc e fro m Blac k Americans lik e th e comedia n Dic k 
Gregory an d th e economis t Walte r Williams , bot h o f whom credi t Jewis h 
storekeepers i n thei r predominantl y Blac k neighborhood s wit h extendin g 
themselves t o resident s personall y an d financially , ha s tended t o corroborat e 
this view. 89 

While th e natur e o f th e econom y o f slu m area s an d th e role s o f th e 
participants i n i t remain s complex , man y Jewish leader s chos e t o emphasiz e 
Caplovitz's negativ e finding s regardin g th e siniste r rol e o f ghetto merchant s 
and salespeopl e an d use d thi s t o explai n Blac k anti-Semitism . Th e well -
known rabb i an d autho r Harol d Schulwei s o f Templ e Bet h Abraha m i n 
Oakland, Californi a wrot e o f hi s experienc e i n whic h a  Blac k frien d ha d 
told a  jok e implyin g tha t Jew s exploi t Black s economicall y an d insiste d 
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that, becaus e o f the truthfu l essenc e o f this joke, Black s ha d a  right t o b e 
anti-Semitic. Afte r thi s experience , Rabb i Schulwei s di d hi s own researc h 
and diligently read not onl y Caplovitz' s work but writings by such militan t 
Blacks as Jeremiah X , James Baldwin, an d Louis Lomax, and he conclude d 
that hi s Blac k frien d wa s right—Black s hav e a  right t o hat e Jews. " I wil l 
not den y it, " wrot e Schulweis , " I d o no t relis h the though t o f meeting u p 
with m y Blac k frien d again. " Th e solutio n fo r Jews i n Schulweis' s deter -
mination wa s t o remov e themselve s fro m th e Blac k ghett o altogether . 
"There i s always an alternativ e t o complicit y wit h evil . The alternativ e fo r 
the Je w i s t o ge t out . GE T OUT . Thi s i s n o wa y fo r Jew s t o mak e a 
living."90 

The lin e o f reasoning tha t asked Jews to integrate more fully wit h Black 
Americans whil e simultaneousl y demandin g tha t Jew s dismantl e an y re -
maining neighborhoo d contac t wit h Black s b y closin g o r sellin g Jewish-
owned shop s an d building s i n Blac k neighborhood s foun d adherent s o n 
the editoria l boar d o f th e Reconstructionist.  Th e editor s o f thi s prominen t 
Jewish journal o f opinion claime d tha t "anti-Semitism " tende d t o escalat e 
with th e ris e i n retai l price s "becaus e Jewis h retailer s ar e hel d mos t re -
sponsible." I t wa s recommende d tha t a  large fun d b e establishe d t o settl e 
Jewish storekeeper s i n othe r neighborhoods . Strangely , jus t a s the y ha d 
recommended th e separatio n o f certai n Black s an d America n Jews , the y 
simultaneously calle d fo r a  cooperative effor t t o increas e persona l contact s 
between Jews an d Blacks . "S o lon g a s Jews kno w onl y maids , porter s an d 
other menia l workers , an d s o lon g a s Negroe s kno w onl y landlord s an d 
storekeepers, a  wholesom e an d constructiv e dialogu e betwee n th e tw o 
groups wil l neve r b e achieved." 91 Apparently , th e Reconstructionist  editor s 
were bese t by a  peculiar clas s chauvinism tha t hel d tha t respectfu l relation -
ships between Black s and Jews coul d b e achieve d onl y by individuals wh o 
shared th e sam e professiona l rank . 

Many o f the Jewish rac e militant s di d no t conside r tha t th e emergenc e 
of populist and anti-Semitic element s from th e civil rights movement migh t 
constitute a  reasonable pretex t fo r Jews t o reevaluat e thei r suppor t fo r th e 
more militan t aspect s o f th e civi l right s movemen t an d preferre d t o quel l 
the complaint s o f th e Jewish rank-and-fil e rathe r tha n addres s risin g anti -
Semitism amon g Blacks. I n thei r effor t t o maintain thei r links to the Black 
cause, i t seem s som e o f th e mos t libera l o f th e Jewis h leader s forgo t t o 
stand u p fo r th e mos t importan t libera l ideals . The militanc e o f some Jews 
on th e issu e o f racial integration prevente d the m fro m makin g the cultura l 
decay o f American Jewry an d th e questio n o f how th e civi l rights struggl e 
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in th e Nort h affecte d Jew s th e firs t priority . I n thei r one-dimensiona l us e 
of the concept s o f socia l justice an d Jewish commitment , th e rac e militant s 
never acknowledge d tha t hesitatio n amon g Jews o n th e issu e o f integratio n 
could hav e been , i n som e instances , a n hones t disagreemen t ove r th e spe -
cific application s designe d t o achiev e justice an d equalit y fo r Blacks , rathe r 
than a  disagreement ove r th e genera l principles . Whil e racis m undoubtedl y 
existed amon g America n Jews, i t seems probable tha t consideratio n o f Black 
demands fo r integratio n involve d a n arra y o f concern s tha t wen t t o th e 
heart o f Jewish identit y an d communa l survival. 92 

Jewish Social Theorists  and Integration 

Given th e importanc e t o America n Jew s o f maintainin g forma l an d infor -
mal grou p ties , i t i s not surprisin g tha t a  few Jewish socia l theorist s emerge d 
as th e mos t importan t champion s o f th e vie w tha t Black s constitut e a n 
ethnic grou p simila r i n kin d t o othe r ethni c groups , rathe r tha n a  uniqu e 
social category . Whil e thes e theorist s wer e likel y t o acknowledg e th e 
unique problem s face d b y Blacks , the y generall y sought , throug h th e in -
terpretation o f rac e relation s an d th e solution s t o racia l inequalit y tha t the y 
advocated, t o stee r Blac k activis m betwee n th e generall y accepte d para -
meters o f urba n grou p interaction . Thi s vie w largel y reflecte d ambivalenc e 
with respec t t o Jewish cultur e an d ethni c attachment . Specifically , th e lib -
eral universalis m tha t s o man y Jewish intellectual s shared , an d th e valu e i t 
placed o n th e primac y o f individua l choic e i n huma n relations , prevente d 
them fro m seein g th e ethni c grou p a s anythin g mor e tha n a  condui t fo r 
values tha t ma y provid e th e individua l wit h usefu l economi c tool s bu t tha t 
could no t b e a  dynami c an d structurall y centra l forc e i n a  person' s life . 
Accordingly, the y acknowledge d tha t slaver y an d racis m ha d take n a  hug e 
toll o n th e Blac k sens e o f identit y an d unit y an d tha t Black s ha d firs t t o 
become a  unite d ethni c grou p wit h a  stron g sens e o f histor y an d cultur e i f 
they wer e t o bette r compet e i n th e urba n environment . Bu t the y generall y 
insisted tha t thi s unit y b e base d no t o n rac e militanc e o r o n a  stric t colo r 
consciousness, whic h migh t inhibi t o r restrai n individua l Black s fro m par -
ticipating i n a  commo n cultur e o r fro m attainin g cherishe d persona l aspi -
rations. A s a  result , thes e theorist s ofte n foun d themselve s i n th e awkwar d 
position o f espousin g Blac k solidarit y an d self-help , whil e rejectin g Blac k 
nationalist solution s tha t appeare d t o threate n individua l autonomy . T o pu t 
it anothe r way , throug h thei r interpretatio n o f rac e relation s i n th e Unite d 
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States, som e Jewis h socia l theorist s hope d t o encourag e th e makin g o f a 
Black ethni c grou p alon g th e line s o f th e libera l Jewis h on e int o whic h 
they themselve s ha d bee n born . Whethe r thi s libera l pluralisti c mode l o f 
group relations , i n whic h th e primac y o f individua l choic e i s preserve d 
along wit h th e existenc e o f ethnic subcommunities , wa s a n appropriat e on e 
for Blac k American s ha s becom e a  topi c o f heate d debat e amon g scholar s 
and activist s ove r th e pas t coupl e o f decades. 93 But fe w hav e acknowledge d 
that thi s mode l o f libera l pluralis m ma y no t hav e bee n th e socia l arrange -
ment mos t conduciv e t o Jewish communa l sustenance . 

While th e reason s fo r th e attachmen t o f Jewish academic s an d intellec -
tuals t o libera l universalis m ar e complex , a  numbe r o f explanation s hav e 
been proffered , includin g suc h psychologica l manifestation s a s "alienation, " 
"marginality," an d "self-hate." 94 Bu t th e ide a tha t Jewis h intellectual s fel t 
"alienated" o r "marginalized " i n a  postwa r Americ a characterize d b y in -
creasing level s o f toleranc e seem s les s robus t tha n i t migh t hav e befor e th e 
war.95 Whil e i t i s tru e tha t Jewis h academic s hav e bee n foun d t o b e rela -
tively uncommitte d t o Jewis h religion , the y hav e als o no t bee n totall y 
detached fro m ethni c grou p concerns. 96 Rather , a t leas t amon g thos e i n 
the socia l science s an d th e humanities , Jewish attractio n t o libera l univer -
salism ca n probabl y bes t b e explaine d i n term s o f a n unapologeti c urba n 
cosmopolitanism. Jewis h intellectual s wer e generall y beneficiarie s an d ad -
vocates o f th e "cosmopolitan " idea l tha t wa s ascendan t amon g America n 
intellectuals throug h th e mid-1960 s an d tha t promote d th e vie w tha t th e 
ability t o appl y reaso n t o experienc e unite d al l peopl e an d wa s mor e im -
portant tha n th e inherite d characteristic s tha t divide d them. 97 Th e assump -
tion upo n whic h th e etho s o f cosmopolitanis m wa s predicated , tha t th e 
individual wort h o f huma n being s cam e no t fro m th e rac e o r ethni c grou p 
into whic h the y wer e bor n bu t fro m th e abilit y t o contribut e t o area s o f 
knowledge i n whic h al l ca n equall y share , carrie d tremendou s appea l fo r 
second-generation Jewis h intellectuals , man y o f w h om stil l fel t stigmatize d 
by th e immigran t ghetto s o f thei r youth . Fo r thes e Jews, creatin g a  societ y 
in whic h th e inherite d difference s betwee n peopl e wer e tolerate d bu t i n 
which al l me n wer e considere d th e sam e unde r th e ski n wa s perhap s th e 
most worth y objective. 98 

This libera l cosmopolitanis m impacte d th e vie w o f a  numbe r o f prom -
inent Jewis h sociologist s an d critic s o f ethni c group s i n th e Unite d States , 
including suc h renowne d figure s a s th e sociologis t Natha n Glaze r an d th e 
influential socia l theoris t Irvin g Kristol . Nobod y di d mor e tha n Glaze r i n 
the earl y 1960 s t o promot e th e ide a tha t Black s woul d soo n constitut e a n 
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ethnic grou p i n America' s Norther n cities , a n equa l amon g th e famil y o f 
American ethni c groups . I n a  numbe r o f well-know n articles , an d i n hi s 
seminal sociologica l trac t o f 1963 , Beyond  the  Melting  Pot,  writte n wit h 
Daniel P . Moynihan , Glaze r se t fort h th e idea s tha t woul d becom e fo r th e 
next decad e th e guidin g philosoph y o n America n ethni c groups. " Con -
fronting directl y th e ide a pu t fort h b y Wil l Herber g an d other s tha t Amer -
ican whit e ethni c group s ha d "melted " awa y i n th e decade s immediatel y 
following Worl d Wa r II , Glaze r argue d tha t i n fac t th e ethni c identitie s o f 
most Americans , particularl y i n larg e urba n areas , remaine d intac t an d 
meaningful fo r political , sociological , economic , an d psychologica l pur -
poses. B y th e thir d generation , Glaze r believed , th e descendant s o f immi -
grants ha d becom e "Americans " i n dress , language, an d mos t vita l concerns , 
but h e foun d tha t the y stil l vote d differently , ha d differen t idea s abou t se x 
and education , "an d wer e still , i n man y essentia l ways , a s differen t fro m 
one anothe r a s thei r grandfather s ha d been." 100 Whil e man y interprete d 
Glazer's thesi s a s a  celebratio n o f ethnicity , i n fac t th e ke y t o th e succes s 
of thi s plura l syste m wa s th e primac y o f individua l choice . "Individua l 
choice, no t la w o r rigi d custom , determine s th e degre e t o whic h an y in -
dividual participates , i f at all , i n th e lif e o f an ethni c group , an d assimilatio n 
and acculturatio n procee d a t a  rat e determine d i n larg e measur e b y indi -
viduals."101 

Glazer treate d Black s i n N e w Yor k Cit y a s one grou p i n a  society mad e 
up o f a  numbe r o f ethni c an d interes t groups , which , a s such , woul d figh t 
to improv e th e live s o f individual s throug h existin g economi c an d politica l 
channels and , i n som e instances , throug h allianc e wit h othe r ethni c groups . 
While th e situatio n o f Black s wa s differen t i n degre e an d intensity , thei r 
movement u p th e economi c an d socia l scal e woul d closel y resembl e th e 
upward movemen t o f othe r ethni c groups . Unlik e thos e i n th e South , 
Glazer argue d tha t racia l attitude s i n th e Nort h were , a t leas t i n th e lega l 
and politica l realms , o f the "America n creed " an d that , particularl y i n N e w 
York City , "th e large r America n experienc e o f the Negro , base d o n slaver y 
and repressio n i n th e South , woul d b e overcome , a s th e Negr o joined th e 
rest o f society , i n conflic t an d accommodation , a s a n ethni c group." 102 

Irving Kristo l was als o disturbe d b y th e ide a o f treating Blacks a s a specia l 
"pathological" cas e becaus e o f thei r histor y o f discrimination . I n a  provoc -
ative analysis , Kristo l argue d tha t th e situatio n o f Blac k American s i n 
Northern citie s differe d fro m tha t o f previou s ethni c group s i n obviou s 
ways bu t tha t th e widesprea d similaritie s wit h othe r immigran t group s i n 
Northern citie s fa r outweighe d thes e differences . Kristo l believe d no t onl y 
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that increasin g number s o f Black s wer e joinin g th e middl e clas s bu t tha t 
there wer e i n fac t historica l antecedent s fo r th e Black condition , particularl y 
in th e cas e o f Iris h immigrant s i n th e mid-nineteent h century . I f anti-Blac k 
prejudice i n th e mid-1960 s wa s wors e tha n anti-Iris h prejudic e eve r was , 
Kristol argued , publi c polic y wa s fa r mor e powerfull y antidiscriminator y 
than i t had bee n previously , an d Blacks were securin g much mor e assistanc e 
from governmen t tha n an y othe r grou p ha d before . "I t i s impossibl e t o 
strike an y kin d o f precis e equatio n ou t o f th e oppose d elements, " wrot e 
Kristol, "bu t m y ow n feelin g i s tha t the y ar e no t to o fa r fro m balancin g 
each other." 103 

It seem s tha t fo r Glaze r an d Kristol , th e proble m fo r Black s wa s no t tha t 
they fel l outsid e th e ethni c patter n bu t tha t the y ha d bee n s o badl y of f 
within i t an d tha t thi s ha d a  lot t o d o wit h th e perceive d lac k o f a  definabl e 
and distinc t cultur e tha t coul d unit e Black s i n a  communit y base d o n self -
help. I n thi s belief , the y wer e undoubtedl y influence d b y th e exampl e o f 
the America n Jewis h community , whic h itsel f ha d benefite d fro m a  lon g 
tradition o f communa l servic e an d self-help , includin g th e establishmen t o f 
settlement houses , Youn g Men' s an d Youn g Women ' s Hebre w Associa -
tions, famil y desertio n bureaus , educationa l alliances , an d job trainin g agen -
cies.104 Whil e i t i s difficul t t o determin e ho w importan t thes e communa l 
self-help effort s wer e fo r individua l Jews, th e stres s tha t som e Jewish ethni c 
theorists pu t o n self-hel p a s th e centra l characteristi c o f successfu l ethni c 
groups reflecte d th e secula r an d utilitaria n standar d b y which the y measure d 
the valu e o f ethnic-grou p belonging . Thi s utilitaria n vie w o f ethni c group s 
can b e see n i n th e thi n an d narro w line s alon g whic h th e Jewis h socia l 
theorists trie d t o wal k wit h respec t t o Blac k solidarit y unde r th e progra m 
of "Blac k Power " an d wha t thi s reveale d abou t thei r attitude s towar d th e 
Jewish community . Th e qualification s wit h whic h the y lace d thei r call s fo r 
Black self-help , th e virulenc e wit h whic h the y criticize d th e movemen t 
toward Blac k solidarit y o n th e basi s o f essentialis t notion s o f race , reflecte d 
not onl y th e libera l cosmopolita n approac h t o ethni c culture s bu t als o th e 
deep persona l ambivalenc e wit h whic h the y viewe d Jewish ethnicity . 

There i s n o doub t tha t th e impuls e fo r socia l organizatio n an d mutua l 
self-help amon g Blac k American s wa s stifle d fro m th e earlies t day s o f en -
slavement. Slav e code s brough t t o th e Unite d State s fro m th e Caribbean , 
and late r adopte d int o America n colonia l an d stat e laws , prevente d th e 
gathering o f mor e tha n fou r o r fiv e slave s withou t a  white perso n present . 
Along wit h th e Blac k Codes , whic h prevente d commiseratio n betwee n 
slaves, thes e device s effectivel y mute d th e developmen t o f unit y an d th e 
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sense o f a  shared fate . T o b e sure , fre e Black s i n bot h th e Nort h an d Sout h 
did organiz e themselve s int o a  numbe r o f successfu l societie s dedicate d t o 
self-improvement an d uplift , bu t thes e wer e generall y decimate d b y restric -
tive legislatio n i n th e South , an d b y immigran t agitatio n i n th e North . 
More importan t historicall y wa s th e emergenc e o f th e self-hel p philosoph y 
of Booke r T . Washingto n a t th e tur n o f th e century , whic h favore d th e 
development o f usabl e job skills , and , o f Marcus Garve y i n th e 1920s , wh o 
championed Blac k entrepreneurshi p an d helpe d institut e "Bu y Black " cam -
paigns. But , i n th e postwa r era , th e nee d t o institutionaliz e Blac k self-hel p 
took a  bac k sea t t o th e figh t fo r ful l lega l right s associate d wit h suc h or -
ganizations a s th e NAACP . B y th e lat e 1950s , th e goa l o f lega l equalit y 
had com e t o dominat e Blac k lif e a t th e expens e o f th e goal s o f communa l 
self-improvement.105 Thi s wa s on e reaso n fo r th e growin g appea l o f th e 
Black Muslim s i n th e 1960s . Th e Blac k Muslim s ha d reache d dee p insid e 
the Blac k communit y t o activat e th e laten t impuls e fo r self-hel p tha t ha d 
been nurture d s o effectivel y b y Booke r T . Washingto n an d Marcus Garvey . 
While th e Muslim s di d no t relinquis h th e belie f that white s wer e ultimatel y 
responsible fo r th e degradatio n o f Blacks , the y di d preac h tha t th e wors t 
crime committe d b y white s wa s inculcatin g i n Black s th e ide a o f thei r ow n 
inferiority. Accordingly , i n wha t i s widel y considere d t o b e on e o f th e 
greatest ironie s i n America n radicalism , th e Muslim s preache d th e virtue s 
of chast e middle-clas s behavio r an d Blac k enterpris e an d becam e staunc h 
advocates o f value s ver y simila r t o thos e associate d wit h th e whit e Prot -
estant ethic. 106 

While th e Blac k Muslim s remaine d a  smal l minorit y i n th e Blac k com -
munity, attractin g n o mor e tha n on e hundre d thousan d member s an d ex -
periencing onl y margina l growt h betwee n i96 0 an d 1964 , thei r cal l fo r 
Black self-hel p wa s a  major impetu s fo r th e emergenc e o f Black Powe r an d 
Black separatis m i n th e middl e an d lat e 1960s . The Blac k Powe r movemen t 
was th e genera l descriptio n o f tha t portio n o f th e civi l right s movemen t 
that becam e dissatisfie d wit h integratio n an d th e principl e o f nonvio -
lence.107 I n th e Norther n cities , Blac k Power' s meanin g becam e mor e 
vague, wit h som e Blac k leader s usin g th e sloga n a s a  mean s fo r communa l 
separation an d othe r militant s usin g i t a s a  politica l too l t o obtai n suc h 
controversial demand s a s preferentia l hirin g an d communa l contro l o f 
school districts. 108 B e tha t a s i t may , th e on e thin g mos t Blac k Powe r 
activists agree d o n wa s th e nee d t o sustai n a  more intens e Blac k conscious -
ness, th e foundatio n fo r whic h wa s th e sanctificatio n o f the historica l legac y 
of whit e racism . 
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While th e emphasi s o n rac e a s a unifying them e ma y hav e been necessar y 
and inevitabl e i n a  natio n tha t ha d fo r s o lon g justifie d it s subjugatio n o f 
Blacks o n th e basi s o f ski n color , i t cause d som e Jewish socia l theorist s t o 
sour o n Blac k Powe r a s a  solutio n t o Blac k problems . Th e difficult y 
emerged primaril y becaus e th e Jewish theorist s tende d t o vie w th e ethni c 
group a s a  voluntary socia l construc t tha t coul d assis t individual s i n makin g 
their wa y i n th e worl d bu t no t a s somethin g tha t require d complet e sep -
aration an d absolut e loyalty . I t seem s likel y tha t th e centralit y o f individua l 
choice i n thi s vie w o f pluralis m ha d muc h t o d o wit h th e attemp t o n th e 
part o f thes e theorist s t o balanc e th e need s o f th e individua l agains t th e 
exigencies o f grou p self-hel p b y findin g a  Blac k nationalis t alternativ e t o 
the Blac k Muslims , on e i n whic h individua l choic e woul d b e preserve d 
and a  narro w racia l essentialis m rejected . 

Irving Kristol , fo r example , attempte d t o reviv e th e self-hel p idea l o f 
Booker T . Washington , claimin g tha t militanc e wa s no t "everything " an d 
that n o peopl e coul d regai n it s dignit y b y forgettin g it s forefathers . Kristo l 
drew a n analog y betwee n th e Blac k separatis t impuls e t o repudiat e th e 
Black "Uncl e T o m " imag e an d th e simila r impuls e tha t ha d characterize d 
Jewish nationalis m i n th e nineteent h century . A t tha t tim e Jew s revise d 
their ow n histor y b y substitutin g fightin g Jew s lik e Bar-Kochb a fo r th e 
saintly self-effacin g Jew s lik e Rabb i Akiba , wh o negotiate d wit h th e R o -
mans t o preserv e a  "savin g remnant " o f Judaism. Jus t a s Bar-Kochb a wa s 
the Jewish equivalen t o f the Blac k slav e rebe l Na t Turner , an d Rabb i Akib a 
the Jewis h Uncl e Tom , ther e wa s eve n a  movemen t t o replac e surname s 
given th e Jews b y "gentile " authoritie s wit h Hebre w names , just a s Black s 
were lookin g t o replac e thei r "slave " name s i n th e 1960s . Eventually, whe n 
Jews establishe d th e stat e o f Israel and anti-Semitis m declined , thi s tendenc y 
diminished, an d Jews realize d tha t th e interpretatio n o f thei r histor y a s on e 
long serie s o f heroi c rebellion s omitte d muc h tha t define d th e characte r o f 
the Jewish people . Now , too , Kristo l felt , Black s wer e i n jeopardy o f losing 
important part s o f thei r history , includin g th e dignit y wit h whic h "Uncl e 
T o m " an d Booke r T . Washingto n comporte d themselves , particularl y U n -
cle Tom' s demonstratio n tha t eve n whe n Black s wer e physicall y enslaved , 
they wer e neve r spirituall y enslaved . "Th e Negro, " wrot e Kristol , "havin g 
achieved equality , wil l stil l hav e t o establis h a  satisfactor y sens e o f hi s ow n 
identity. An d o n thi s question , ther e appear s t o b e a t presen t mor e con -
fusion tha n i s desirable." 109 I n orde r t o tak e thei r plac e a s a  grou p amon g 
equals, Kristo l argued , Black s woul d hav e t o b e mor e o f a  community tha n 
they currentl y were , bu t thos e Blac k separatist s wh o attacke d th e Blac k 
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middle clas s a s submissiv e "Uncl e Toms " wer e doin g a  terribl e disservice . 
It wa s th e economi c succes s o f th e Blac k middl e class , afte r all , tha t woul d 
have t o for m th e basi s fo r th e succes s o f Black s i n th e future . Fo r Kristol , 
with eac h ste p towar d equalit y i t wa s becomin g mor e urgen t fo r Blac k 
Americans t o achiev e a  "proud an d meaningfu l collectiv e definitio n o f thei r 
past," bu t h e wondere d i f i t wa s necessar y fo r "th e America n Negr o [to ] 
deny hi s pas t an d debas e hi s presen t t o seiz e hi s future?" 110 

The mos t seriou s attemp t t o fin d a  mor e moderat e Blac k nationalis m 
and t o repudiat e th e racia l extremis m o f th e Blac k Muslim s cam e fro m th e 
sociologist Howar d Brotz , whos e landmar k stud y The  Black  Jews of  Harlem 
delved deepl y int o th e questio n o f cultura l unit y i n th e Blac k commu -
nity.111 Lik e Glazer , Brot z believe d tha t th e goa l o f th e Blac k America n 
should b e "nothin g les s tha n th e transformatio n int o a  norma l America n 
ethnic community , wit h it s prid e an d communit y loyalt y whic h ar e base d 
not o n resentmen t o r hatre d o f white s bu t o n a n inwar d self-respec t re -
sulting fro m achievement." 112 Bu t mor e clearl y tha n th e others , Brot z re -
vealed hi s libera l fait h i n th e ultimat e goal s o f "norma l America n ethnic " 
communities: specifically , tha t the y shoul d b e supportiv e an d helpfu l t o 
individuals, an d tha t abov e al l th e primac y o f individua l choic e a s t o th e 
level o f participatio n i n ethni c lif e an d belongin g shoul d b e preserved. 113 

Brotz argue d tha t th e struggl e fo r civi l right s ha d bee n harmfu l t o th e 
development o f th e Blac k communit y i n tha t th e figh t agains t segregatio n 
tended t o dra w attentio n awa y fro m buildin g self-hel p mechanisms . But , 
for Brotz , bot h th e accommodationis m o f Booke r T . Washingto n an d th e 
"protest" leadershi p associate d wit h th e civi l right s militanc e o f W . E . B . 
Du Boi s lef t littl e roo m fo r th e buildin g o f a  viable Blac k nationalism . On e 
relegated Black s t o a  separate bu t unequa l existence , an d th e othe r enjoine d 
dependence o n whit e society. 114 Th e ke y fo r achievin g furthe r succes s to -
ward Blac k equalit y wa s th e maintainin g o f ethni c choic e fo r bot h Blac k 
and whit e communities . B y thi s criterion , th e doctrinair e Blac k nationalis m 
of th e Blac k Muslim s faile d a s completel y a s th e accommodationis t an d 
civil rights  protes t models , wit h it s vie w tha t th e onl y wa y fo r Black s t o 
gain respec t wa s t o leav e th e whit e communit y altogethe r o r t o dominat e 
it. Th e proble m wit h twentieth-centur y Blac k nationalis t ideolog y a s man -
ifested b y th e Blac k Muslim s an d Marcu s Garve y i s tha t i t responde d no t 
with th e ide a o f a  mora l communit y bu t rathe r wit h th e ide a o f a  "sect " 
whose standard s o f Blackness a n individua l wa s no t fre e t o accep t o r reject . 
"Yet, i s a  Negr o inwardl y fre e i f h e feel s les s fre e t o straighte n hi s hai r 
than a  whit e perso n doe s t o blacke n himsel f i n th e sun? " aske d Brotz. 115 
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The challeng e facin g Blac k leadership , a s Brotz lai d i t ou t wa s t o creat e a 
voluntary communit y wit h suc h pride so that white society would fee l fre e 
to woo Blacks . I t was in thi s vein tha t Brotz looked t o th e exampl e o f the 
Black Jews o f Harlem . 

Like Blac k Muslims , wit h who m the y share d man y view s an d wit h 
whom the y may  i n fac t shar e a  founder, a  man name d W . Far d wh o ha d 
studied Judaism an d influenced Marcu s Garve y before convertin g to Islam, 
the Black Jews began t o appea r in the 1920s. 116 They contende d tha t Black 
Americans wer e reall y Ethiopia n Hebrews , o r Falashas , who wer e robbe d 
of thei r religio n an d cultur e b y slavery . Lik e th e Muslims , the y rejecte d 
the nam e "Negro, " insiste d tha t the y mus t recove r thei r religio n agai n t o 
become a  viable community , emphasize d entrepreneurshi p an d sobe r liv -
ing, and rejected pork and other foods, sexual promiscuity, and conspicuous 
consumption. Bu t th e Black Jews were no t enamore d o f the absolute racial 
withdrawal from th e white world o r the unconditional race loyalty that th e 
Muslims practiced , an d thi s mad e the m attractiv e t o Brot z a s the basi s fo r 
a Blac k nationalis t alternative . Th e emphasi s fo r th e Blac k Jews wa s o n 
achievement, an d their own educationa l institutions were considered a sup-
plement t o the public school s rather than a  replacement. Brot z felt tha t this 
positioned th e Blac k Jews wel l t o influenc e individua l Black succes s while 
fostering a  certain amoun t o f integration an d acceptance , th e hallmark s o f 
the libera l approac h t o America n ethni c groups . 

It wa s no t surprisin g tha t Natha n Glaze r responde d enthusiasticall y t o 
Brotz's work , hailin g hi s boo k a s "th e singl e mos t importan t intellectua l 
contribution t o th e understandin g o f th e Negr o revolutio n tha t ha s ye t 
been written." 117 Th e valu e tha t Glaze r sa w i n Brotz' s contributio n wa s 
that it underscored the idea that assimilation in the United State s had always 
been partial—tha t a t som e poin t th e dominan t group s expecte d tha t th e 
assimilating grou p woul d wan t t o hol d bac k an d maintai n it s cohesive -
ness.118 Bu t unwittingly , i n championin g th e moderat e nationalis m o f th e 
Black Jews, Brotz an d Glaze r neglected t o conside r the important potentia l 
implications fo r th e Jewish community . Characteristically,  bot h writers dis-
missed the religious impulse toward Judaism o f the Black Jews as secondary 
to th e socia l advantage s suc h a  religiou s identificatio n migh t offe r fo r 
Blacks. A s a  culture , Judaism wa s usefu l fo r Black s onl y insofa r a s i t pro -
vided a  tool by which the y coul d gai n communa l autonom y an d solidarit y 
and thereb y enhanc e th e socia l an d economi c statu s o f Black individuals . 
"From m y sociologica l poin t o f view," wrot e Brotz , "i t i s this rather tha n 
the purel y religiou s consideration s whic h ar e th e crucia l aspec t o f thi s 
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sect."119 Neithe r Glaze r no r Brot z considere d tha t th e religiou s impuls e o f 
Blacks towar d Judaism , despit e it s mixtur e o f mytholog y an d theologica l 
distortion, coul d hav e provide d renewe d vigo r an d purpos e t o a  Jewis h 
community tha t ha d los t it s ideologica l consensus . Fo r thes e theorists , th e 
cultural autonom y exhibite d b y th e Blac k Jews , an d th e widenin g o f th e 
opportunities fo r assimilatio n thi s autonom y migh t bring , wa s o f paramoun t 
importance. O n th e Jewish sid e o f the issue , Brotz an d Glaze r simpl y neve r 
considered tha t th e lac k o f a  religiou s consensu s amon g Jew s presente d a 
problem tha t migh t b e addresse d b y th e introductio n o f ne w an d enthu -
siastic adherent s t o Judaic religiou s doctrines . Th e sociologis t Milto n Him -
melfarb venture d t o explai n th e lac k o f missionar y fervo r o n th e par t o f 
liberal Jews i n general . "Diffiden t abou t ou r religio n an d traditio n amon g 
ourselves," h e wrote , "w e ca n scarcel y b e expecte d t o commen d the m t o 
others. . . . I n th e Unite d States , we coul d probabl y welcom e a  fair numbe r 
of Negroe s int o ou r midst , i f w e wante d to . Tha t woul d b e goo d fo r 
them—so a  Jew ough t t o assume—an d especiall y goo d fo r us." 120 Rabb i 
Stephen Schwarzchild , th e edito r o f th e quarterl y Judaism,  too k Brot z t o 
task fo r hi s hands-of f approac h towar d th e Blac k Jews . Th e "onl y cogen t 
question i s whether thes e Negroe s ar e no w o r ar e becomin g Jews .  .  .  per -
haps Judaism wil l d o fo r them , an d the y fo r us , exactl y wha t th e diagnosi s 
of ou r commo n diseas e requires, " Schwarzchil d wrote. 121 

In th e cas e o f Natha n Glazer , i t i s particularl y noteworth y tha t h e di d 
not se e th e Blac k Jews a s a n importan t spiritua l opportunit y fo r America n 
Jewry, fo r h e ha d b y thi s tim e writte n extensivel y o f th e spiritua l crisi s 
plaguing America n Judaism . I n Beyond  the  Melting  Pot,  Glaze r accuratel y 
described a  Jewish communit y i n N e w Yor k tha t seeme d t o b e losin g it s 
purpose. Th e failur e o f America n Jew s t o develo p a  "satisfyin g patter n o f 
Jewish middle-clas s life, " Glaze r wrote , "reflect s th e genera l uneas e o f 
American middle-clas s life , a s wel l a s th e specifi c Jewis h dilemm a o f find -
ing, i n thi s amorphou s society , a  balanc e betwee n separatio n an d th e los s 
of identity." 122 Nevertheless , Glaze r believe d tha t th e solutio n t o th e crisi s 
of America n Jewr y lay , no t i n lookin g inward , i n reevaluatin g religiou s 
commitments an d practices , o r i n reachin g ou t t o Blac k Jews , bu t rathe r 
in maintainin g th e historica l commitmen t t o libera l an d radica l causes . I t 
was not , afte r all , th e Jewis h religio n tha t ha d constitute d th e primar y 
Jewish contributio n t o America n life , accordin g t o Glazer , bu t rathe r th e 
achievements o f "gifte d youn g Jews " i n th e arts , radica l politics , an d th e 
labor movement . Glaze r wondere d where , wit h th e disappearin g o f thes e 
"de facto " Jewis h environments , thes e energeti c youn g Jew s woul d con -
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tinue t o com e from . "On e wonder s abou t th e suppl y o f such youn g peopl e 
in th e future, " wrot e Glazer , "wil l the y emerg e fro m th e comfortabl e mid -
dle-class group ? On e als o wonder s wher e the y wil l go." 1 2 3 

Like s o man y othe r Jewish leaders , Glaze r turne d t o th e battl e fo r racia l 
integration a s a  wa y b y whic h America n Jew s coul d revitaliz e themselve s 
as a  grou p an d maintai n thei r commitmen t t o libera l an d radica l (i.e. , Jew-
ish) causes . Glazer' s recommendation , astoundin g i n ligh t o f th e centra l 
role playe d b y secula r communa l agencie s i n America n Jewis h lif e an d 
identity, wa s th e wholesal e turnove r o f Jewish agencie s t o Blacks. 124 En -
tering a  majo r debat e withi n communa l circle s regardin g th e purpos e o f 
Jewish agencie s i n th e Unite d States , Glaze r categoricall y side d wit h thos e 
leaders wh o fel t Jewis h energie s an d resource s shoul d b e shifte d towar d a 
focus o n th e need y non-Jewis h an d nonwhit e group s o f th e inne r cities , 
and h e use d hi s considerabl e scholarl y eruditio n t o defen d thi s position . 

Despite th e sever e crisi s o f purpos e America n Jew s wer e experiencing , 
Glazer argue d that , amon g th e thre e dominan t ethni c minoritie s i n th e 
cities a t th e beginnin g o f th e 1960s—Catholics , Jews, an d Blacks—Jewis h 
needs wer e th e leas t an d thei r communa l resource s th e greatest . Althoug h 
Jews ha d no t ha d man y civi c o r politica l dealing s wit h Protestant s i n th e 
big cities , i t wa s th e WASP S who m the y mos t resemble d i n thei r reform -
mindedness, abhorrenc e o f machin e politics , an d suppor t fo r civi l servic e 
laws. Moreover , t o th e exten t tha t Jew s wante d t o maintai n a  separat e 
subculture, Glaze r pointe d ou t tha t rarel y di d the y deman d hel p fro m th e 
government i n doin g so . Compare d t o Catholics , wh o wer e concerne d 
with th e impositio n o f stric t mora l code s i n th e publi c spher e an d publi c 
support o f parochia l schools , an d Blacks , wh o looke d t o th e publi c real m 
to righ t th e wrong s o f discrimination , "th e Jewish grou p i s th e on e tha t i s 
capable o f th e greates t objectivity." 125 I f American Judaism wa s t o survive , 
Glazer believed , i t woul d hav e t o develo p a  traditio n o f "non-self -
interested actio n fo r others. " Jews mus t n o longe r "tak e i t fo r grante d .  .  . 
that thei r educationa l enterprise s an d welfar e agencie s shoul d exis t onl y t o 
serve Jews, tha t i n effec t thei r responsibilit y i n providin g service s fo r thos e 
damaged b y lif e remain s restricte d t o thei r ow n group, " Glaze r wrote. 126 

But simpl y providin g service s fo r need y non-Jewis h group s wa s no t 
enough. Glaze r suggeste d tha t Jewis h agencie s becom e publi c agencie s 
rather tha n just "Jewish " agencies . Thi s included th e wholesale turnin g ove r 
of Jewish communit y center s an d synagogu e center s an d intergrou p rela -
tions agencies—"i f on e coul d thin k o f any wa y o f doing i t " — t o th e Blac k 
community. "I t woul d hel p u s al l i n th e end , i f we could." 127 Fo r Glazer , 
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the turnin g ove r o f Jewish communa l agencie s t o Black s wa s on e wa y Jews 
could continu e t o b e Jews . 

The questio n o f th e destin y o f Blac k American s an d America n Jew s i n 
Glazer's earl y wor k bring s u s t o th e hear t o f a  major interpretiv e debat e i n 
the fiel d o f ethni c grou p sociology . Glazer' s libera l versio n o f urban grou p 
dynamics a s expresse d i n Beyond  the  Melting  Pot  an d othe r work s ha s i n 
recent decade s becom e th e prototyp e fo r contemporar y neoconservativ e 
ethnic analysis , havin g bee n redefine d a s such b y radica l scholar s who rejec t 
the "ethnic " vie w o f Blac k American s an d wh o cautio n agains t poundin g 
"the squar e pe g o f rac e int o th e roun d whol e o f ethnicity." 128 Bu t Glaze r 
himself di d no t se e hi s wor k fro m th e earl y 1960 s i n a  conservativ e light , 
and whe n w e loo k a t tha t wor k mor e closel y i t become s apparen t tha t h e 
held view s abou t th e specia l need s o f th e Blac k communit y tha t onl y a 
short tim e late r h e himsel f woul d forcefull y repudiate. 129 

Far fro m bein g someon e wh o denie d th e uniqu e difficultie s face d b y 
Blacks i n th e urba n environment , Glaze r wa s i n fac t quit e sensitiv e t o th e 
special need s o f Black s an d willin g t o conside r substantia l change s t o th e 
established patter n o f grou p relation s i f i t mean t racia l progress . Fo r ex -
ample, despit e wha t h e ha d writte n abou t preservin g th e integrit y o f ethni c 
group socia l networks , Glaze r favore d a  militan t approac h t o publi c schoo l 
integration an d empathize d wit h Blac k parent s wh o di d no t wan t t o sen d 
their childre n t o all-Blac k schools . "Negr o parent s canno t tak e th e positio n 
that Iris h o r Jewis h o r Italia n parent s too k befor e them—al l thi s wil l 
change. .  . .  Their histor y i s different , thei r situatio n i s different , thei r sens e 
of self-confidenc e an d self-wort h i s different." 130 I n ligh t o f this , Glaze r 
supported th e polic y o f "permissiv e zoning " champione d b y man y inte -
grationists an d oppose d b y man y whit e groups , no t o n th e ground s tha t i t 
would achiev e th e racia l balanc e fo r whic h i t wa s designe d bu t rathe r o n 
the ground s tha t i t woul d provid e greate r freedo m fo r th e parent s o f Blac k 
children i n poo r neighborhoods. 131 

Perhaps th e mos t surprisin g elemen t o f Glazer' s earl y wor k concerne d 
the issu e o f rac e preferences . B y 196 5 Glaze r notice d tha t th e substantia l 
increases i n fundin g fo r Blac k schoo l district s ha d resulte d i n s o littl e ed -
ucational progres s tha t th e efficac y o f continue d increase s i n publi c spend -
ing had bee n throw n int o doubt . I n a  move tha t seem s ironi c fo r th e schola r 
who woul d late r become th e mos t articulat e opponen t o f affirmative action , 
Glazer supporte d hirin g professional s i n socia l welfare , includin g teachers , 
on a  racia l grou p basis , a  polic y h e fel t migh t improv e chance s fo r th e 
success o f Black an d Puert o Rica n students. 132 I t wa s withi n th e Blac k an d 
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Puerto Rica n communities , Glaze r felt , tha t th e pressur e for  achievement , 
change, an d improvemen t o f the lowe r classe s would mos t likel y b e found . 
"I thin k w e ca n dra w degree s o f understandin g an d commitmen t fro m 
Negroes t o hel p Negroes , Puert o Rican s t o hel p Puert o Ricans , tha t w e 
cannot i n genera l expec t t o dra w fro m professional s o f othe r groups. " Thi s 
recommendation fo r preferentia l hirin g woul d b e " a specia l America n wa y 
to th e welfar e state, " i n Glazer' s view. 133 

Years later , Glaze r woul d appropriatel y describ e th e kind s o f position s 
he too k i n th e earl y 1960 s a s "mildl y radical, " an d thi s "mild " radicalis m 
was a s evident i n th e solution s h e recommende d fo r Blac k problem s a s they 
were i n th e solution s h e recommende d fo r Jewis h problems. 134 I f Glazer' s 
recommendation tha t youn g Jew s pursu e "non-self-intereste d actio n fo r 
others" cam e t o fruitio n i n th e involvemen t o f Jewish youngster s i n th e 
radical politica l movement s o f th e lat e 1960s , i f rac e preference s i n hirin g 
would eventuall y becom e institutionalized , an d i f the consequence s o f bot h 
these development s wer e enoug h t o mak e Glaze r himsel f thei r mos t im -
portant an d persuasiv e critic , on e ca n onl y conclud e tha t i t migh t hav e 
been bette r neve r t o hav e suggeste d wha t i t woul d onl y late r becom e 
necessary t o repudiate. 135 

Jewish Communal Services and Racial Integration 

Glazer's suggestio n tha t Jewish agencie s b e turne d ove r o r dedicate d t o th e 
cause o f Black s place d hi m i n th e middl e o f a  majo r debat e withi n th e 
world o f Jewish communa l services . Afte r Worl d Wa r II , difference s aros e 
in th e rank s o f Jewish communa l servic e organization s ove r th e divisio n o f 
resources betwee n th e concern s o f societ y a t larg e an d thos e tha t wer e 
specifically Jewish . Th e vas t institutiona l networ k o f Jewis h communa l 
agencies foun d fewe r an d fewe r Jews amon g it s socia l servic e clientele , an d 
Jewish communa l leadershi p struggle d ove r redefinin g thos e agencies ' mis -
sion. 

Some Jewish commentator s fel t tha t Glazer' s suggestio n o f turning ove r 
Jewish agencie s t o Black s wa s a n invitatio n t o greate r Blac k anti-Semitism . 
C. Bezale l Sherma n though t tha t th e wholesal e conversio n o f Jewish fa -
cilities int o facilitie s fo r servin g Black s woul d g o fa r towar d creatin g ex -
pectations o f Jews tha t wer e impossibl e t o meet . "I n essence , thi s i s anothe r 
way o f attributin g t o th e Jew s greate r responsibilit y fo r povert y amon g 
Negros. .  . .  Noble o n th e surface , suc h suggestion s ar e in reality a  disservice 
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to th e Negr o community , whos e cryin g nee d i s self-improvemen t a s par t 
of it s figh t fo r equality." 136 Lloy d Gartner , a  professo r a t th e Jewish The -
ological Seminary , als o though t i t woul d probabl y no t mak e sens e fo r de -
caying Jewis h agencie s t o conver t int o vibran t Blac k agencie s becaus e i t 
would b e mos t beneficia l fo r Black s t o ge t th e experienc e o f establishin g 
these institution s themselves. 137 Willia m Avruni n o f th e Detroi t Jewis h 
Welfare Federatio n argue d that , whil e Jew s a s individual s ha d a  responsi -
bility t o tak e actio n t o improv e communit y service s i n communitie s wher e 
there wer e n o Jews , thi s shoul d no t b e don e b y Jewis h agencie s o n a 
sectarian basis . "[T]h e problem s o f the inne r citie s are far to o vas t for Jewish 
agencies t o shoulde r th e burde n alone, " Avruni n concluded. 138 

O n balance , however , Glazer' s suggestio n wa s popula r amon g Jewis h 
communal servic e leaders , mos t o f whom believe d tha t Jewish agencie s ha d 
a par t t o pla y i n th e car e o f non-Jewis h populations , tha t thi s rol e wa s 
indeed obligator y rathe r tha n optional , an d tha t th e Jewishnes s o f th e 
agency pointe d t o tha t obligatio n rathe r tha n calle d i t int o question. 139 

Rabbi Seymou r Cohe n o f Chicago , th e vic e presiden t o f th e Synagogu e 
Council o f America , exclaime d tha t th e Jewish communit y "ha s a n abun -
dance o f resources—th e experienc e an d basi c know-ho w i n th e fiel d o f 
family life " an d aske d i f i t woul d "b e to o muc h t o as k tha t som e o f ou r 
skill b e use d t o hel p th e Negr o family? " Cohe n reporte d wit h prid e tha t 
a numbe r o f Jewish communit y agencie s ha d turne d ove r thei r facilitie s t o 
the Blac k community , pointin g specificall y t o th e establishmen t o f th e 
Anna B . Waldma n center , th e successo r t o th e fame d Iren e Kaufma n Set -
tlement Hous e i n Pittsburgh. 140 

Many Jewish communa l servic e leader s emphasize d th e ide a tha t Judaism 
and Jewis h institution s mus t maintai n thei r "relevance " t o th e moder n 
world i n orde r t o ensur e Jewish continuit y an d tha t servin g Black an d othe r 
needy communitie s wa s a n essentia l par t o f doin g this . Onc e again , th e 
attack o n th e Jewish middl e clas s wa s integra l t o thi s argument . On e par -
ticipant a t th e 196 3 annua l meetin g o f th e Nationa l Conferenc e o f Jewish 
Communal Servic e i n Cleveland , Ohio , believe d tha t i t wa s th e Jewis h 
"skill o f voluntary communit y involvement " tha t wa s th e tru e Jewish con -
tribution t o America n lif e an d tha t tha t skil l wa s indee d threatene d b y th e 
move o f th e middl e clas s t o th e suburbs. 141 Manhei m Shapiro , a n officia l 
of th e America n Jewis h Committe e an d th e edito r o f The  Jewish  Digest, 
attempted t o redefin e jus t wha t constitute d a  "Jewis h purpose " regardin g 
the obligation s o f Jewish agencies . Shapir o raise d th e questio n o f whethe r 
it woul d no t b e a  worthy "Jewis h purpose " t o provid e service s a s Jews fo r 
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Blacks wh o neede d the m an d coul d no t otherwis e obtai n them . Whil e 
there wer e circumstance s i n whic h "Jewis h purposes " wer e serve d b y 
having agencie s b e exclusivel y Jewis h i n composition , Shapir o attacke d 
Jewish associationalis m a s a  for m o f identit y an d maintaine d tha t i t ofte n 
served n o soun d Jewis h purpose . "Al l to o often , th e legitimat e associatio n 
of Jews wit h eac h othe r fo r relevan t grou p purpose s i s use d a s a  rational e 
for irrelevan t exclusio n o f others." 142 Shapir o too k th e opportunit y t o ex -
press hi s hostilit y towar d th e suburba n Jewis h "ghettos " b y lambastin g th e 
Jewish tendenc y towar d socia l exclusion . "No t onl y d o the y [th e Jews] fai l 
to mee t Negroes , the y als o fai l t o mee t whit e Christian s o n a  friendly basis , 
and the y eve n fai l t o mee t othe r Jew s o f a  backgroun d o r commitmen t 
other tha n thei r own . I n live s whic h ar e narro w an d confined , i n whic h 
comfort, convenienc e an d samenes s ar e th e goals , w e wil l hav e littl e op -
portunity t o liv e ou t ou r belie f i n equality." 143 

One o f the mor e thoughtfu l response s regardin g th e rol e o f Jewish com -
munal agencie s i n th e civi l right s struggl e cam e fro m Rabb i Arthu r Hertz -
berg, a  note d historia n o f Zionis m an d a  longtim e leade r i n Jewish organ -
izational life . A t th e annua l conventio n o f Jewish Communa l Servic e i n 
1964, Hertzber g sai d tha t "segregatio n i s immora l an d abhorren t t o Juda -
ism," bu t h e wa s ambivalen t regardin g th e rol e o f Jewis h agencie s i n 
achieving integration . Hertzber g believe d that , alon g wit h anti-Semitism , 
philanthropy wa s th e onl y issu e aroun d whic h moder n Jews hav e bee n abl e 
to unif y themselves . "Durin g th e las t tw o centuries, " Hertzber g said , "Jew s 
who hav e bee n abl e t o agre e o n nothin g els e hav e foun d i t possibl e t o 
construct a  communit y i n whic h al l share equally , an d a s Jews, o n th e basi s 
of overarchin g responsibilit y fo r les s fortunat e Jews." 144 Th e proble m fo r 
Hertzberg wit h usin g anti-Semitis m an d philanthrop y a s unifyin g force s 
was tha t the y share d th e unfortunat e characteristi c o f eventuall y workin g 
against Jewish particularis m b y expandin g thei r focu s t o population s othe r 
than Jews . Jus t a s man y Enlightenmen t Jew s lef t th e fold s o f Judaism t o 
join radica l force s an d figh t anti-Semitis m b y changin g societ y unde r th e 
rubric tha t "bigotr y i s indivisible, " s o to o doe s Jewis h charit y respon d t o 
the "classi c Jewis h warrant " tha t "w e mus t tak e car e o f th e poo r wh o 
present themselve s t o u s withou t regar d t o race , creed , o r color." 145 Th e 
more successfu l Jew s ar e i n providin g charit y t o othe r populations , th e les s 
of a  solidifying agen t Jewish charit y becomes . "Lik e anti-Semitism , charity , 
which wa s imagine d a s a  las t bastio n o f Jewish particularism , i s the shadin g 
off int o a n activit y whic h inevitabl y act s t o dissolv e th e specifi c Jewis h 
community."146 
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Hertzberg too k issu e wit h th e argument s tha t Jews coul d no t clos e of f 
their charitie s t o huma n sufferin g o f an y kin d o r refrai n fro m contributin g 
as Jews t o th e wide r democrati c societ y an d argue d tha t safeguardin g a 
particular identit y wa s no t i n itsel f a n affron t t o othe r people . Jew s "ow e 
an obligatio n t o sa y t o ourselve s an d th e Negr o communit y that , fro m th e 
Negro perspective , civi l right s i s indeed th e problem , fo r Jews . . . i t i s on e 
of severa l problems . I t certainl y doe s no t outran k fo r the m th e questio n o f 
their ow n spiritua l an d cultura l surviva l i n America , o r thei r concer n fo r 
the res t o f worl d Jewry, " Hertzber g wrote. 147 

Not surprisingly , mos t o f th e discussant s a t th e Nationa l Conferenc e o f 
Jewish Communa l servic e di d no t agre e wit h Rabb i Hertzber g tha t th e 
civil right s struggl e an d Jewis h communa l service s ru n a t cros s purposes . 
Participants o n th e whol e share d Natha n Glazer' s vie w tha t Jewish agencie s 
had a  par t t o pla y i n th e civi l right s struggl e an d tha t thi s wa s no t onl y 
obligatory bu t woul d i n fac t wor k t o restor e Jewis h purpose . Th e thrus t 
of thi s positio n wa s tha t th e aim s an d purpose s o f Jewish agencie s an d th e 
need t o remai n "relevant " t o contemporar y problem s pointe d t o tha t rol e 
rather tha n awa y fro m it. 148 Th e vie w o f Alber t Chernin , th e directo r o f 
community consultatio n fo r th e Nationa l Jewis h Communit y Relation s 
Advisory Council , wa s representative . Cherni n expresse d concer n tha t 
Rabbi Hertzberg' s visio n o f a  clas h betwee n Jewis h surviva l an d th e civi l 
rights revolutio n migh t shif t th e focu s fro m wha t h e sa w a s the fundamenta l 
threat t o Jewish survival—"indifferentis m an d irrelevance. " Cherni n wrot e 
that th e universa l natur e o f th e Blac k struggl e wa s no t a  threa t t o Jewis h 
particularism becaus e th e essenc e o f th e Jewish experienc e wa s tha t i t fos -
tered a  humanisti c attitud e an d tha t th e whol e purpos e o f Jewish existenc e 
was t o perpetuat e th e universa l truth s t o whic h i t wa s committed . "[T]h e 
urgent busines s o f Jewish communit y relation s agencies , fo r tha t matte r al l 
Jewish agencies , i s civi l right s and  Jewish survival, " Cherni n wrote . "The y 
do no t collide ; o n th e contrary , the y ma y b e mutuall y reinforcing." 149 

The predominan t vie w o f som e o f th e mos t distinguishe d Jewish socia l 
scientists an d leader s o f Jewish communa l servic e wa s tha t th e Jewish com -
munity coul d fin d meanin g an d purpos e b y participatin g i n th e Blac k figh t 
for equality . Th e preoccupatio n o f som e Jewis h socia l theorist s wit h th e 
development o f a  positive Blac k subcultur e reflecte d th e positiv e socia l an d 
economic experienc e America n Jew s ha d enjoye d a s a n ethni c subcultur e 
in th e Unite d State s an d th e particula r affectio n the y fel t fo r th e ne w free -
dom an d opportunitie s tha t ha d opene d fo r the m a s individuals . Bu t i t als o 
embodied th e belie f tha t th e motiv e forc e underlyin g grou p unit y shoul d 
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be voluntar y an d nonideological , a  reflectio n o f th e libera l Jewis h com -
mitment t o individualis m an d choice . Fo r thes e Jewish figures , th e tes t o f 
group effectivenes s wa s no t th e structur e tha t th e grou p provide d t o a n 
individual's life , o r th e meanin g on e foun d i n it s cor e beliefs , values , an d 
rituals, o r th e loyalt y an d obligation s i t demanded o f its members, bu t rathe r 
how wel l i t defende d th e socia l an d economi c interest s o f individuals. Mos t 
of thes e Jews hel d fas t t o thi s belie f i n analyzin g th e condition s o f both th e 
Black an d th e Jewish communities . Fo r th e Jewish socia l theorist s Natha n 
Glazer, Howar d Brotz , an d Irvin g Kristol , a s lon g a s th e ethni c grou p i n 
question fostere d th e developmen t o f its individual members , i t was viewe d 
positively. Interna l developmen t an d strengthenin g o f grou p tie s wer e ac -
ceptable s o lon g a s th e long-rang e focu s wa s o n movin g member s u p an d 
out int o th e large r genera l culture . Whil e Jewish socia l scientist s an d Jewish 
communal servic e leader s i n genera l seeme d awar e o f th e growin g cultura l 
malaise o f th e Jewish community , fe w bothere d t o se t a  ne w directio n fo r 
American Jew s beyon d attemptin g t o revive , an d i n som e case s radicalize , 
a civi l right s liberalis m tha t wa s quickl y comin g t o th e en d o f it s lif e a s a 
viable mod e o f Jewish identity . 

Labor Zionism and De Facto Segregation 

One grou p o f Jewis h thinker s tha t wa s consistentl y engage d wit h issue s 
concerning Black s were th e Labo r Zionist s who wrot e fo r th e journal Jewish 
Frontier. The Labo r Zionis t movemen t i n th e Unite d State s i s o f particula r 
interest i n tha t it s premise s became , durin g th e 1930 s an d 1940s , th e basi s 
upon whic h mainstrea m America n Jewr y woul d thro w it s suppor t behin d 
the creatio n o f a  Jewish state . Throug h it s variou s yout h groups , it s intel -
lectual leadershi p (whic h include d suc h luminarie s a s Hayi m Greenberg , 
Mordecai Kaplan , an d Horac e Kallen) , an d it s influence a t th e pivota l Bilt -
more Conferenc e o f 194 2 an d th e America n Jewis h Conferenc e i n 1943 , 
the Labo r Zionist s wer e abl e t o defin e a  Jewish nationalis m i n accor d wit h 
the predominantl y libera l religiou s an d politica l characte r o f America n 
Jews.150 T o a  larg e extent , i t wa s th e Labo r Zionis t doctrine , a  mixtur e o f 
socialism an d Zionism , tha t guide d th e activitie s o f th e Yishuv,  th e Jewis h 
community i n Palestin e befor e th e Stat e o f Israe l wa s founded , a s wel l a s 
the firs t socialis t governmen t o f the stat e o f Israel unde r Davi d Be n Gurion . 

More interestin g fo r th e purpose s o f thi s book , th e writer s a t Jewish 
Frontier, an English-language monthl y tha t bega n publicatio n i n 1934 , were , 
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in th e word s o f th e sociologis t Marshal l Sklare , th e "Jew y Jews. " Thes e 
writers wer e distinguishe d fro m mos t libera l Jewish intellectuals , includin g 
the fame d "Ne w Yor k Intellectuals, " i n tha t the y wer e boldl y committe d 
to a  combinatio n o f Jewish nationalism , socialism , anti-Communism , an d 
democracy. The y aspire d t o b e "nationalis t withou t bein g chauvinist " 
and i n thi s wa y separate d themselve s fro m Jew s associate d wit h libera l in -
tellectual forum s suc h a s th e Menorah  Journal, Commentary,  an d Reconstruc-
tionist, al l o f whic h wer e generall y les s committe d t o a  stron g Jewish na -
tionalism.151 

The Labo r Zionist s wer e neve r o f on e min d o n an y politica l issue , bu t 
they expresse d a  uniform ambivalenc e abou t th e compatibilit y o f America n 
liberalism an d a  stron g an d unifie d Jewis h community . Fo r example , th e 
1966 Labo r Zionis t Organizatio n o f Americ a conventio n brok e ou t i n a 
huge debat e ove r th e issu e o f compensator y rac e preference s i n employ -
ment. Whil e th e fina l conventio n statemen t containe d a n endorsemen t o f 
compensatory rac e preference s i n educationa l opportunity , i t stoppe d shor t 
of endorsin g the m i n th e fiel d o f employment , wher e i t aske d fo r onl y th e 
"expansion o f opportunities. " Thos e o n bot h side s o f th e issu e use d th e 
principles o f Labo r Zionis m t o arriv e a t thei r conclusions . Th e sid e tha t 
favored preferentia l treatmen t fo r Black s i n employmen t argue d that , jus t 
as th e Jewis h peopl e neede d t o gai n acces s t o it s ow n lan d i n orde r t o 
achieve equalit y wit h othe r nation s an d utilize d a  for m o f internationa l 
preference t o obtai n suc h access , so , too , di d Black s nee d preferre d acces s 
to job s t o achiev e equalit y wit h othe r group s i n America . Th e delegate s 
who oppose d preferentia l treatmen t argue d tha t th e lesso n o f Labo r Z i -
onism, whic h emphasize d th e settlemen t an d farmin g o f th e lan d i n Pal -
estine, wa s tha t a  grou p o f peopl e ca n achiev e equalit y an d dignit y onl y 
through it s ow n labor , an d no t throug h th e devic e o f ai d distribute d o n 
the basi s o f somethin g othe r tha n merit. 152 

An eve n mor e provocativ e debat e ensue d ove r a  proposal t o counterac t 
Black anti-Semitis m b y removin g th e Jewis h presenc e i n Blac k ghettos . 
The conventio n neve r di d resolv e thi s debate , an d th e proposa l wa s neve r 
added t o th e fina l statemen t o f the conventio n o n th e Zionis t ground s tha t 
Jews shoul d maintai n thei r plac e an d conduc t themselve s wit h dignit y 
wherever the y were . "Particularl y resented, " wrot e Danie l Mann , "i s an y 
suggestion tha t th e Je w a s a  Jew i s responsibl e fo r anti-Semitism ; thi s i s 
precisely th e 'defens e mentality ' whic h ha s bee n bitterl y oppose d b y Zi -
onists fo r years." 153 Th e conventio n als o rejecte d th e propositio n tha t Jew -
ish agencie s shoul d b e maintaine d b y Jewish fund s fo r th e primar y purpos e 



94 |  B L A C K S I N T H E J E W I S H M I N D 

of fundin g program s fo r Blac k neighborhood s an d clientele , a  positio n fa -
vored, a s previousl y discussed , b y man y Jewish communa l servic e leaders . 

Nevertheless, afte r Worl d Wa r II , an d especiall y afte r th e foundin g o f 
the Stat e o f Israe l i n 1948 , th e Labo r Zionist s experience d a n identit y crisi s 
not dissimila r t o tha t o f othe r America n Jews. 154 A s fighter s an d advocate s 
for th e Jews i n America , Labo r Zionist s wer e quit e sensitiv e t o th e natur e 
of grou p lif e i n th e Unite d States , bu t the y wer e haunte d an d confuse d b y 
their commitmen t t o tw o sometime s conflictin g goals : th e Zionis t com -
mitment t o Jewish peoplehoo d an d th e socialis t commitmen t t o universa l 
equality. Equalit y wa s perhap s th e on e wor d mos t expressiv e o f th e Labo r 
Zionist ideology : equalit y fo r Israe l i n th e famil y o f nations , equalit y fo r 
the Jew s a s a n ethni c grou p i n th e Unite d States , an d equalit y a s a  socia l 
principle. I n th e end , despit e th e sincer e commitmen t t o th e principl e o f 
Jewish communa l strength , th e commitmen t t o socia l equalit y seeme d t o 
win out , leavin g man y o f th e Labo r Zionist s onl y a  stone' s thro w awa y 
from th e civi l right s position s advocate d b y th e majorit y o f libera l Jewis h 
leaders. 

The ambivalenc e o f th e Labo r Zionist s towar d racia l integratio n wa s 
demonstrated i n th e debat e trippe d of f b y a n articl e publishe d i n 196 4 b y 
Marie Syrkin , "Ca n Minoritie s Oppos e 'D e Facto ' Segregation?" 155 I n thi s 
controversial essay , Syrkin , th e strong-minde d daughte r o f th e socialis t Z i -
onist theoreticia n Nachma n Syrkin , argue d that , excep t fo r avowe d assi -
milationists, Jews ha d neve r mad e complet e integratio n a  goa l an d tha t th e 
insistence o f larg e segment s o f th e Blac k communit y fo r complet e integra -
tion pose d a  hug e proble m fo r America n Jews . 

Specifically, Syrki n explaine d tha t sh e ha d grow n u p i n N e w Yor k Cit y 
in neighborhood s tha t wer e predominantl y Jewis h an d ha d therefor e at -
tended predominantl y Jewis h publi c schools . Whil e i t wa s difficul t t o de -
termine ho w muc h o f thi s segregatio n wa s voluntar y an d ho w muc h 
forced, Jew s neve r believe d tha t th e relativ e lac k o f gentile s i n thei r pres -
ence wa s evidenc e o f discrimination . Syrki n believe d tha t i n th e Jews ' 
struggle t o achiev e greate r economic , social , an d educationa l mobility , th e 
emphasis wa s almos t alway s o n bette r housin g an d bette r education , "no t 
on th e enforce d presenc e o f non-Jew s o n th e premises." 156 Syrki n wrot e 
extensively o n America n educatio n system s fo r suc h libera l journals a s Com-
mon Ground,  th e officia l journa l o f th e Commo n Counci l fo r America n 
Unity, bu t brok e wit h man y o f he r libera l colleague s b y insistin g that , i f 
the school s reflecte d th e populatio n o f th e surroundin g are a an d it s resi -
dential distributio n an d th e schoo l boar d ha d no t bee n foun d guilt y o f 
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excluding particula r students , thi s coul d no t reasonabl y b e calle d segrega -
tion, fo r segregatio n implie d a  willfu l proces s o f exclusion. 157 Syrki n con -
cluded tha t " a minorit y ma y justly oppos e th e qualit y o f housing, schoolin g 
or job opportunitie s availabl e t o it , bu t wit h wha t grac e ca n i t objec t t o a 
preponderance o f it s ow n people?" 158 

What disturbe d Labo r Zionis t writer s abou t Syrkin' s articl e wa s tha t i t 
took th e proble m o f thei r movement' s clashin g ideal s hea d on . Th e sug -
gestion o f America n Labo r Zionist s tha t vibran t Jewish communitie s coul d 
obtain i n place s othe r tha n Israe l ha d neve r bee n pu t t o a  rea l test . Whil e 
most o f th e Labo r Zionist s agree d tha t th e traditiona l cohesio n supplie d b y 
the Jewis h religio n ha d bee n shattered , fe w ha d bee n willin g t o offe r a 
viable progra m fo r regainin g it . Syrki n di d jus t tha t whe n sh e argue d tha t 
if Labo r Zionis t philosoph y wer e t o bea r an y fruit , i t woul d requir e th e 
"flesh an d bone s o f a  cultur e an d a  society—the Jewish neighborhood , th e 
Jewish language , Jewish creativ e arts , Jewish cuisine— a sens e o f commu -
nity."159 Lik e othe r Jewis h leader s an d intellectuals , man y Labo r Zionist s 
balked a t thi s difficul t proposa l becaus e o f its ope n oppositio n t o wha t the y 
viewed a s th e legitimat e struggl e fo r Blac k integration . A  symposiu m i n 
Jewish Frontier  held shortl y afte r Syrkin' s articl e appeare d indicate s tha t whil e 
Labor Zionist s believe d i n th e righ t o f Jews an d othe r minoritie s t o self -
segregate, thei r sensitivit y t o Blac k demand s an d thei r commitmen t t o 
equality seeme d t o overrid e thi s importan t Labo r Zionis t principle . 

Many writer s i n th e symposiu m agree d tha t Jews , a s a  persecute d mi -
nority, ha d muc h o f interes t t o sa y abou t th e rac e problem , bu t the y main -
tained tha t Black s face d specia l problem s tha t Syrki n ha d ignore d i n he r 
essay. "Le t u s a t leas t affor d t o th e Negr o th e sam e uniquenes s tha t w e 
have claime d i n th e pas t a s Jews. Whe n w e discus s problem s o f education , 
let u s d o s o wit h referenc e t o th e ver y specia l proble m o f th e Negr o a s 
regards education, " wrot e Aaro n Kohn , a  membe r o f th e Centra l C o m -
mittee o f th e Labo r Zionis t Organizatio n o f America . "Whe n w e discus s 
the problem s o f racia l imbalance , le t u s realiz e th e ver y specia l condition s 
for th e Negr o create d b y racia l imbalanc e .  .  .  and i n considerin g thes e 
unique racia l problem s le t u s b e prepare d t o arriv e a t solution s equa l t o th e 
proportions o f th e problem." 160 

Daniel Mann , th e executiv e directo r o f th e Labo r Zionis t Organizatio n 
of America , insiste d tha t th e difference s betwee n Black s an d Jews wer e no t 
only enormou s bu t crucial , primaril y because , wit h mino r exceptions , 
Blacks di d no t hav e thei r ow n uniqu e cultur e t o liv e b y i n thei r ow n 
segregated communities . "No t onl y di d yo u tea r m y ancestor s awa y fro m 
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their origins, " wrot e Man n o f th e Blac k America n viewpoint , "bu t no w 
you ba r m y acces s t o you r identit y whic h shoul d als o b e mine." 1 6 1 

Perhaps, though , th e mos t reasonabl e an d articulat e respons e o f th e La -
bor Zionist s t o Syrkin' s articl e wa s th e answe r supplie d b y th e Zionis t 
scholar Be n Halpern . Halper n criticize d Syrkin' s articl e fo r bein g to o gen -
eral an d rejecte d som e o f it s specifi c implications . How , Halper n asked , 
can w e compar e segregate d trains , buses , o r restaurant s t o schools ? Cer -
tainly, Halper n insisted , th e us e o f buses o r train s carrie d nowher e nea r th e 
same consequence s a s the typ e o f school on e attended . School s were indee d 
compulsory, Halper n argued , becaus e the y wer e vita l t o succes s i n achiev -
ing liberty , equality , an d fraternit y an d shoul d therefor e b e subjec t t o d e 
facto desegregatio n befor e buse s an d cafeterias. 162 Syrkin , Halper n felt , wa s 
repulsed b y demand s fo r enforce d d e fact o desegregatio n becaus e o f th e 
Jewish situation , no t necessaril y becaus e o f the situatio n o f Blacks. Halpern , 
in turn , wa s repulse d b y Syrkin' s unabashednes s i n thinkin g onl y o f th e 
impact o n th e Jewish community . Halper n note d tha t ver y fe w Blac k lead -
ers feare d th e assimilatio n o f thei r peopl e bu t tha t assimilatio n wa s see n a s 
a ver y rea l threa t amon g Jews . "T o oppos e d e fact o segregation, " wrot e 
Halpern, "i s i n th e eye s o f th e Jewis h survivalist , t o suppor t assimilation . 
. .  .  But canno t Jewis h leader s hav e enoug h sympath y wit h th e Negr o sit -
uation t o understan d i f thi s reactio n i s no t share d b y th e Negr o leader -
ship?"163 

While Halper n appropriatel y aske d Syrki n t o se e th e Blac k position , th e 
question h e an d th e othe r respondent s faile d t o addres s wa s th e on e aske d 
by Syrki n hersel f i n he r article : H o w coul d a  minorit y "surviv e withou t 
either a  sacrific e o f it s identit y o r it s equality, " particularl y i n a  society tha t 
was movin g towar d representativ e equalit y an d force d integration. 164 I n th e 
end, th e majorit y o f Jewish thinker s associate d wit h Labo r Zionism , sen -
sitized t o th e Blac k conditio n b y Jewish history , arrive d a t a  view o f Blac k 
demands fo r ful l integratio n no t s o ver y differen t fro m tha t o f th e Jewis h 
race militant s an d libera l socia l theorists . Lik e th e othe r Jewish leader s an d 
intellectuals, i n negotiatin g th e question s concernin g grou p lif e i n Americ a 
that ha d bee n brough t t o th e surfac e b y th e Blac k deman d fo r integration , 
the Labo r Zionist s becam e consume d b y th e ver y rea l need s an d demand s 
of Black s an d neglecte d t o addres s th e pressin g need s o f th e Jewis h com -
munity fo r unity , direction , an d inne r purpose . 



The Ne w Yor k Intellectual s an d 
Their "Negr o Problem, " 
1945-1966 

You can' t tur n Blac k experienc e int o literatur e just b y writin g i t 
down. —Harr y Lesse r i n Bernar d Malamud' s The  Tenants 

Lesser, yo u tryi n t o fuc k u p m y min d an d confus e me . I  read al l 
about tha t formalis m jazz i n th e librar y an d it' s bullshit . Yo u tryi n t o 
kill of f m y natura l writi n b y pretendin g yo u ar e intereste d i n th e 
fuckin for m o f it . 

—Willie Spearmin t i n Bernar d Malamud' s The  Tenants 

Comparisons o f contemporar y Blac k intellectual s wit h th e 
famed "Ne w Yor k Intellectuals " o f th e 1940s , 1950s , an d 1960 s provid e a 
convenient backdro p fo r th e discussio n o f the approac h t o art , politics , an d 
race o f tha t mostl y Jewish grou p o f intellectual s Norma n Podhoret z onc e 
referred t o a s th e "family." 1 Th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s constitute d a 
loosely kni t grou p o f writer s an d critic s wh o cam e o f ag e durin g th e 1930 s 
to challeng e th e Communis t influenc e i n America n intellectua l life. 2 Ove r 
the nex t fift y years , an d throug h roughl y thre e generation s o f writers, thes e 
intellectuals use d a  small coteri e o f low-circulation, high-bro w journals lik e 
Partisan Review  an d Commentary  t o heavil y influenc e th e directio n o f pol -
itics, literature , art , an d cultur e i n th e Unite d States. 3 Specifically , th e N e w 
York Intellectual s attempte d t o foste r a  uniqu e combinatio n o f anti -
Communist, left-win g politics , an d hig h modernis m i n literatur e an d th e 
arts. Whil e thei r legac y i s a  hotly debate d topi c amon g academician s today , 
it i s probabl y fai r t o sa y tha t th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s succeede d i n 
delegitimizing th e Stalinis t influenc e i n America n cultura l lif e an d playe d a 
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large rol e i n th e transfe r o f th e moder n ar t scen e fro m Pari s t o N e w Yor k 
in th e 1950s. 4 But b y th e 1960s , th e reappropriatio n o f revolutionary Marx -
ism b y th e N e w Left , th e ascendanc y o f Blac k radicalism , an d th e roman -
ticization o f th e Thir d Worl d require d tha t th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
reposition themselve s i n relatio n t o th e ne w radicalism . Thi s resulte d i n th e 
shattering o f long-tim e friendship s amon g th e N e w Yor k crow d an d th e 
splintering o f th e group . Combine d wit h th e subsequen t death s o f a  fe w 
key writer s an d th e genera l dispersio n o f th e America n intellectua l scene , 
this ruptur e ha s inspire d som e critic s t o lamen t th e demis e o f th e publi c 
intellectual. Mos t notably , Russel l Jacoby i n hi s 198 7 boo k The  Last  Intel-
lectuals writes disparagingl y o f universit y dominatio n ove r America n intel -
lectual lif e an d declare s th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s th e greates t an d las t 
group o f critic s t o reac h a  large , educate d public. 5 I n th e lat e 1990s , som e 
critics suggest , a  numbe r o f Blac k intellectuals , mos t o f the m associate d 
with universities , hav e steppe d int o thi s voi d t o tak e a  publi c rol e i n a 
United State s consume d wit h issue s o f race , ethnicity , gender , an d popula r 
culture. Blac k academic s lik e Corne l West , bel l hooks , Geral d Early , an d 
Henry Loui s Gate s Jr . ar e sai d t o hav e revive d th e rol e o f th e publi c in -
tellectual, "bringin g mora l imaginatio n an d critica l intelligenc e t o bea r o n 
the definingl y America n matte r o f race—an d reachin g beyon d race " t o 
voice wha t on e criti c call s "th e commonalit y o f American concern." 6 Th e 
extent t o whic h th e writin g o f thes e Blac k academic s ha s bridge d th e ga p 
between thei r highl y specialize d field s an d ofte n radica l opinion s an d a n 
educated genera l publi c ha s bee n th e topi c o f a t leas t on e devastatin g cri -
tique.7 Bu t th e compariso n o f th e Blac k intellectual s wit h th e N e w Yor k 
Intellectuals o f th e pas t i s instructiv e a s muc h fo r th e difference s betwee n 
the tw o group s a s i t i s fo r th e characteristic s the y share . 

Some o f th e point s a t whic h th e tw o group s diverg e hav e muc h t o d o 
with th e changin g intellectua l climat e ove r th e pas t few decades . Th e Blac k 
intellectuals ar e fa r mor e a t hom e delvin g int o th e variou s form s o f popula r 
culture an d derivin g meanin g an d significanc e fro m them . I n thi s the y hav e 
participated i n th e genera l blurrin g o f the line s betwee n "high " cultur e an d 
" low" cultur e tha t ha s occurre d sinc e th e 1960 s an d whic h fo r al l practica l 
purposes ha s erase d a  distinction tha t wa s centra l t o th e modernis t concern s 
of th e N e w Yor k Intellectuals . I t i s als o th e cas e tha t mos t o f th e Blac k 
intellectuals hav e rise n t o prominenc e withi n th e academi c fortresse s o f 
American universities , usuall y i n Blac k studie s departments , wherea s mos t 
of th e N e w Yor k writer s bega n thei r career s a s free-lanc e critic s an d es -
sayists, a  distinctio n tha t i s vita l t o understandin g th e rol e o f Jewish intel --
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lectuals i n America n lif e an d on e tha t wil l b e discusse d mor e full y i n th e 
conclusion t o thi s chapter . Bu t mos t important , th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
and th e Black intellectual s arrive d a t their feelings abou t thei r ow n identitie s 
as American s fro m highl y divergen t startin g points . "Althoug h th e N e w 
Yorkers ar e perhaps bes t know n fo r thei r Jewishness," write s Rober t Boyn -
ton, "i t wasn' t unti l relativel y lat e i n thei r career s tha t the y mad e thei r 
ethnic heritag e a  consciou s componen t o f thei r intellectua l lives . B y con -
trast," Boynto n continues , "mos t Blac k publi c intellectual s hav e ha d th e 
concept o f Blacknes s a t th e ver y cente r o f thei r thinkin g fro m th e start." 8 

The N e w Yor k Intellectual s wer e primaril y second-generatio n immigrant s 
who spen t mos t o f thei r earl y year s tryin g t o convinc e themselve s an d 
anyone els e wh o woul d liste n tha t thei r Jewishness di d no t matte r o n th e 
most importan t question s i n life . B y contrast , th e Blac k intellectuals , havin g 
been bor n int o th e firmamen t o f th e civi l right s revolutio n o f th e postwa r 
decades, wer e indoctrinate d wit h th e belie f tha t politic s an d rac e ar e intri -
cately an d intimatel y connected . "Wha t Marxis m wa s t o Lione l Trilling , 
Clement Greenberg , Phili p Rahv , an d company , Blac k nationalis m i s t o 
West, Gates , Hooks , e t al. : th e inspiration , th e springboard , th e template , 
but als o th e antagonis t an d th e goad, " write s professo r Marti n Berube. 9 I n 
other words , th e Blac k intellectual s wer e bor n Black ; th e Jewish intellec -
tuals ha d t o discove r thei r Jewishness. 10 Whil e on e mus t appreciat e th e 
increasingly dominan t rol e o f universitie s i n America n intellectua l life , a n 
understanding, a t som e level , tha t th e Blac k intellectual s hav e com e t o 
prominence wit h a  surfei t o f institutiona l support , wherea s th e N e w Yor k 
Intellectuals ha d t o prov e t o th e worl d tha t the y wer e "Americans " befor e 
gaining widesprea d recognition , suggest s tha t th e Blac k pas t weigh s fa r 
more formidabl y o n th e formatio n o f American institution s tha n th e Jewish 
past eve r has . Thi s poin t i s centra l t o a n understandin g o f th e histori c rol e 
played b y Black s an d Jew s i n th e Unite d State s and , b y extension , t o th e 
roles o f Blac k intellectual s an d Jewis h intellectual s i n America n culture . 
That Blac k intellectual s hav e gaine d nationa l prominenc e writin g primaril y 
about bein g Black , whil e th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s gaine d prominence , 
at leas t initially , b y puttin g a s muc h distanc e betwee n themselve s an d thei r 
Jewishness a s possibl e speak s volume s abou t thi s socia l dynamic . Tha t th e 
New Yor k Intellectual s understoo d implicitl y th e rathe r inconsequentia l 
nature o f th e cultura l relationshi p o f Jews t o th e Unite d State s i s evince d 
in thei r attempt s t o balanc e th e requirement s o f Jewish cultur e an d Amer -
ican culture , o f modernism an d politics , an d o f race an d art . Lookin g back , 
the effort s o f th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s t o creat e a  trul y cosmopolita n 
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high cultur e base d o n th e standard s o f Western modernis m ma y hav e bee n 
an impossibl e dream , give n th e ferocit y o f th e curren t oppositio n t o 
such a  goal . Bu t i t wa s als o probabl y mor e successfu l tha n an y othe r at -
tempt befor e o r sinc e t o creat e a  commo n hig h cultur e i n th e Unite d 
States i n whic h al l ca n shar e equally . Perhap s mor e interestin g i s th e wa y 
in whic h th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s struggle d wit h thei r ow n plac e a s 
Jews i n creatin g suc h a  share d culture , an d th e intellectua l acrobatic s som e 
of the m engage d i n whe n the y discovere d tha t th e Blac k experienc e i n th e 
United State s di d no t len d itsel f t o th e ideal s o f ethni c choic e an d th e 
aesthetic autonom y o f ar t upo n whic h s o man y o f the m ha d stake d thei r 
careers. 

Jewishness and the New York  Intellectuals 

In a  well-known essay , Irvin g How e wrot e tha t th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
represented perhap s America' s onl y clai m t o a n intelligentsi a an d ascribe d 
to the m th e followin g characteristics : the y wer e anti-Communist , radical , 
and ha d a  fondness fo r ideologica l speculation ; the y wrot e literar y criticis m 
with a  strong socia l emphasis ; the y "revel[ed ] i n polemic" ; the y strov e self -
consciously t o b e "brilliant" ; the y playe d a  rol e i n th e internationalizatio n 
of America n culture , "servin g a s a  liaiso n betwee n America n reader s an d 
Russian politics , Frenc h ideas , an d Europea n writing" ; an d the y wer e "b y 
birth o r osmosis " Jews. 11 Howe' s inferenc e tha t al l o f th e intellectual s as -
sociated wit h thi s grou p wer e Jew s is , o f course , no t true . Non-Jewis h 
associates o f th e grou p include d suc h notable s a s Elizabet h Hardwick , 
Dwight MacDonald , Edmun d Wilson , Mar y McCarthy , F . W . Dupee , 
William Barrett , James Baldwin , an d Richar d Chase , a s well a s such "kiss -
ing cousins " a s Rober t Lowell , Ralp h Ellison , Joh n Berryman , Murra y 
Kempton, Michae l Harrington , an d Jame s Agee . Nevertheless , Norma n 
Podhoretz, a  membe r o f th e thir d an d las t generatio n o f N e w Yor k Intel -
lectuals, justified th e ter m "Jewish " t o describ e thi s milie u o n th e basi s o f 
"clear majorit y rul e an d b y variou s peculiaritie s o f temper." 12 Th e over -
whelming majorit y o f N e w Yor k Intellectual s wer e o f Jewish background , 
and th e concern s an d preoccupation s o f th e grou p ove r th e decade s re -
flected it s Jewish composition . 

Given th e Jewish makeu p o f thi s intellectua l family , i t i s interestin g t o 
note ho w completel y th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s reflecte d th e crisi s o f 
Jewish ambivalenc e i n America . Largel y th e childre n o f immigran t Jew s 
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who wante d t o brea k fre e o f their parent' s tradition-boun d world , th e N e w 
York Intellectual s originall y viewe d themselve s a s "margina l men " caugh t 
between a  Jewish cultur e the y n o longe r wante d an d a n Americ a tha t di d 
not full y accep t them . Th e sociologis t Danie l Bel l ha s writte n tha t fo r th e 
bulk o f Jewis h intellectuals , th e anxiet y wa s translate d int o th e struggl e 
between father s an d sons : "Fe w generationa l conflict s hav e ha d suc h ex -
posed nakedness , suc h depth s o f strai n a s these." 13 A  poignan t depictio n o f 
this strai n take s plac e i n Isaa c Rosenfeld' s nove l Passage  From Home. u Th e 
protagonist, Bernard , describe s a  scen e i n whic h hi s fathe r enter s hi s bed -
room, walk s around , an d stop s i n fron t o f th e bookcase , starin g a t th e 
books. "H e alway s seeme d t o regar d the m a s strang e an d remot e objects , 
symbols o f myself , an d the y relate d t o h im—i t wa s wit h hi s mone y tha t I 
had bough t them—an d ye t a s alie n an d hostil e a s I  ha d mysel f become." 1 5 

"Nobody," Irvin g How e wrote , "wh o ha s bee n brough t u p i n a  Jewis h 
family .  . .  can rea d thi s passag e withou t feelin g tha t ther e i s tru e an d ac -
curate perception." 16 

This feelin g o f marginality amon g th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s explaine d 
a grea t dea l abou t thei r attractio n t o radicalis m i n th e 1930s . The y sough t 
not t o hid e thei r Jewishnes s o r t o pas s fo r non-Jew s bu t t o "overcome " 
their Jewishness b y puttin g i t behin d them. 17 I n fact , bein g o f Jewish back -
ground seeme d t o endo w the m wit h a  specia l gif t fo r radicalism . A s Jews, 
most o f the intellectual s ha d bee n restricte d fro m career s i n universitie s an d 
other avenue s o f employmen t an d ha d witnesse d th e frightenin g ris e o f 
anti-Semitism i n th e Unite d State s betwee n th e worl d wars . Thi s onl y 
compounded thei r feeling s o f alienatio n derive d fro m th e histor y o f per -
secution thei r parent s brough t wit h the m t o Americ a an d fastene d the m 
on th e sid e o f the persecuted . Unlik e th e non-Jewis h radical s o f the period , 
therefore, th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s wer e als o attracte d t o radicalis m be -
cause i t allowe d fo r a  degree o f continuity wit h thei r Jewish pas t an d serve d 
as par t o f thei r transitio n fro m th e ghett o t o th e large r society . I n th e end , 
wrote on e historian , the y "joine d becaus e th e radica l movemen t provide d 
specific outlet s fo r .  . .  [their ] talent s .  . .  and becaus e i t allowe d the m t o 
apply thei r heritag e i n a  new an d appropriat e manner , rathe r tha n requirin g 
to cas t i t off . .  .  .  They planne d t o b e emissarie s fro m thei r parents ' world , 
not exiles." 18 

The Jewis h intellectual s di d no t conver t o r renounc e thei r Jewishness , 
then, bu t neithe r di d the y strongl y affir m it . I n a  February 194 4 symposiu m 
entitled "Unde r Forty : America n Literatur e an d th e Younge r Generatio n 
of America n Jews, " conducte d b y th e Contemporary  Jewish Record,  the pre -

14
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cursor t o Commentary  magazine , man y o f th e cor e player s i n th e firs t gen -
eration o f thi s N e w Yor k Intellectua l milie u expresse d thei r ambivalen t 
feelings towar d bein g Jewish. 19 Th e mos t prominen t literar y criti c o f th e 
group, Lione l Trilling , maintaine d tha t "a s th e Jewis h communit y no w 
exists, i t ca n giv e n o sustenanc e t o th e America n artis t o r intellectua l wh o 
is born a  Jew."2 0 Th e ar t criti c Clemen t Greenber g voice d simila r feelings , 
writing tha t "Jewis h lif e i n Americ a ha s become , fo r reason s o f security , s o 
solidly, s o rigidly , restrictedly , an d suffocatingl y middl e class . .  . .  No peopl e 
on eart h ar e mor e correct , mor e staid , mor e provincial , mor e common -
place, mor e inexperienced." 21 Th e write r an d criti c Alfre d Kazi n aske d 
what wa s Jewis h abou t th e America n J e w — " W h a t doe s h e believe , es -
pecially i n thes e terribl e years , tha t separate s hi m a t al l fro m ou r nationa l 
habits o f acquisitiveness , showiness , an d ignoran t brag?" 22 

To th e exten t tha t Jewishnes s offere d th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s th e 
psychological postur e o f "alienation " an d pu t the m i n a n advantageou s 
position t o lea d th e politica l o r cultura l avant-garde , the y flaunte d it . Th e 
poet Delmor e Schwartz , fo r example , declare d that , throug h anti-Semitism , 
"the fac t o f bein g a  Jew becam e availabl e t o m e a s a  centra l symbo l o f 
alienation, bias , poin t o f view , an d certai n othe r characteristic s whic h ar e 
the peculia r mark s o f moder n life , an d I  thin k now , th e essentia l ones. " 
But fo r th e mos t part , Jewishness wa s allowe d n o broade r claims. 23 

Nevertheless, a  numbe r o f postwa r development s seriousl y challenge d 
alienation a s a  commo n mod e o f identit y fo r th e N e w Yor k Intellectuals . 
During th e 1940 s an d 1950s , th e declin e o f anti-Semitis m resulte d i n th e 
widespread recognitio n o f th e wor k o f som e N e w Yor k Intellectuals , an d 
the broa d audienc e o f mass-circulatio n magazine s bega n t o ope n u p fo r 
many o f them . Th e novel s an d criticis m o f suc h writer s a s Sau l Bellow , 
Isaac Rosenfeld , Delmor e Schwartz , Lione l Trilling , Alfre d Kazin , Bernar d 
Malamud, an d Phili p R o t h bega n t o attrac t widesprea d attention , a s di d 
the ar t criticis m o f Clemen t Greenberg , Harol d Rosenberg , an d Meye r 
Shapiro. Othe r N e w Yor k Intellectual s foun d job s i n universitie s tha t ha d 
previously bee n close d t o them , al l o f whic h mad e furthe r declaration s o f 
alienation see m unbecoming . Anothe r facto r i n th e postwa r change s wa s 
the experienc e o f the N e w Yor k Intellectual s wit h th e Communist s durin g 
the war . Disturbe d b y th e willingnes s o f the Communis t group s o n Amer -
ican soi l t o countenanc e Stalin' s dictatorship , a s wel l a s b y th e barbarit y 
visited b y fascis m o n Europe , th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s bega n t o regar d 
the middl e clas s a s a n importan t bulwar k agains t totalitarianism. 24 Eventu -
ally, th e impac t o f th e Holocaus t occasione d a  reevaluatio n o f wha t bein g 



The New York  Intellectuals and  Their  "Negro  Problem/'  ig^-ig66  |  10 3 

Jewish mean t t o th e N e w Yor k Intellectuals . Th e Holocaus t weighe d heav -
ily o n th e psych e o f th e N e w Yorker s i n a  wa y the y di d no t realiz e unti l 
much afte r th e war , a  delaye d respons e tha t Irvin g How e calle d a  kin d o f 
"culture lag, " a  "recognitio n behin d reality." 25 Th e Holocaus t obviousl y 
caused Alfre d Kazi n t o rethin k hi s disdai n fo r th e commo n Jew s abou t 
whom h e ha d writte n wit h suc h derisio n durin g th e war . I n hi s autobio -
graphical New  York  Jew, Kazi n wrote , "[I] n m y privat e histor y o f the worl d 
I too k dow n ever y morse l o f fac t an d rumo r relatin g t o th e murde r o f m y 
people. . . . I  coul d imagin e m y fathe r an d mother , m y siste r an d myself , 
our origina l tenemen t famil y o f 'smal l Jews, ' al l to o clearly—fue l fo r th e 
flames, dyin g b y a  singl e flame  tha t burne d u s al l u p a t once." 2 6 

Before th e war , Irvin g How e confesse d tha t th e sens e o f Jewishness i n 
intellectuals lik e himsel f tende d t o b e overshadowe d b y a  commitmen t t o 
cosmopolitan cultur e an d socialis t politics . "W e di d no t thin k wel l o r 
deeply o n th e matte r o f Jewishness—you migh t sa y w e avoide d thinkin g 
about it, " How e wrote. 27 Bu t afte r th e war , man y Jewish intellectual s foun d 
it difficul t an d unnecessar y t o continu e subordinatin g thei r Jewishnes s t o 
other commitment s an d h e cam e t o regar d himsel f a s a "Jewis h intellectua l 
with cosmopolita n tastes, " a s effort s "t o grappl e wit h th e Holocaust , al l 
doomed t o on e o r anothe r degre e o f failure , soo n le d t o timi d reconsid -
erations o f wha t i t mean t t o b e Jewish." 28 

The impac t o f th e Holocaus t o n th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s wa s dem -
onstrated b y th e torri d respons e evoke d b y Hanna h Arendt' s essa y Eichmann 
in Jerusalem: A  Report  on  the  Banality  of  Evil,  whic h appeare d originall y i n 
the New  Yorker  magazine. 29 Reportin g fro m Israe l o n th e tria l o f th e Naz i 
war crimina l Adolp h Eichmann , Arend t trie d t o fi t th e Naz i slaughte r o f 
the Jew s int o he r highl y regarde d theor y o f moder n totalitarianism. 30 Es -
sentially, Arend t sa w Eichman n an d th e othe r Naz i officer s wh o oversa w 
the destructio n o f Europea n Jewr y a s "banal " rathe r tha n personall y evil , 
mere cog s i n th e whee l o f a  highl y technica l syste m tha t defie d conven -
tional politica l categories . Arend t als o implicate d th e Jew s i n thei r ow n 
destruction, chargin g tha t th e Jewis h councils , som e o f whic h ha d coop -
erated wit h th e Naz i authorities , wer e a  part o f the totalitaria n system . Th e 
response t o Arendt' s reportag e wa s fierce . Bot h How e an d hi s colleagu e 
Lionel Abel , no t satisfie d wit h writin g critica l reviews , hel d a  symposiu m 
and protes t meetin g abou t th e boo k a t th e Hote l Diploma t i n midtow n 
Manhattan a t whic h a  thron g o f N e w Yor k Intellectual s an d other s 
pounded table s an d shoute d thei r view s o n th e Arend t thesis . Norma n 
Podhoretz no t onl y wrot e a  critical revie w o f Arendt's essay  in Commentary 
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but debate d Arend t i n th e sprin g o f 196 5 i n a  Universit y o f Marylan d 
gymnasium packe d wit h supporter s fo r bot h sides. 31 Podhoretz ha d writte n 
his critica l revie w despit e persona l fear s tha t doin g s o woul d en d hi s clos e 
relationship wit h Arendt . Th e relationshi p di d i n fac t coo l considerably. 32 

Howe late r sai d o f Arendt' s boo k tha t i t wa s on e o f th e mos t troublin g 
intellectual event s o f th e 1960 s fo r hi m an d tha t thi s wa s s o probabl y be -
cause o f th e guil t h e experience d ove r hi s initia l tepi d respons e t o th e 
Holocaust.33 

But i f the greate r acceptanc e o f Jews i n Americ a an d th e Naz i Holocaus t 
forced som e o f th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s t o reconside r thei r American -
ness an d thei r Jewishness , thes e reevaluation s wer e no t consisten t o r uni -
form withi n th e group . Som e N e w Yor k Intellectual s becam e enthusiast s 
of the existentialis t Jewish philosophe r Marti n Bube r o r o f Hasidism. Irvin g 
Howe bega n a  lon g caree r o f translatin g an d publishin g Yiddis h literature . 
Alfred Kazi n discusse d hi s Jewish immigran t upbringin g i n A  Walker  in  the 
City (1951) , an d Lione l Trillin g eve n wrot e abou t "Wordswort h an d th e 
Rabbis."34 Bu t o f th e effort s b y som e writer s lik e Harol d Rosenberg , 
Clement Greenberg , an d Pau l Goodma n t o redefin e thei r Jewishnes s i n 
the lat e 1940 s an d earl y 1950s , Irvin g How e explaine d tha t the y "wrot e 
with som e wariness , a s i f determine d no t t o surrende r th e stanc e o f mar -
ginality; the y wer e fearfu l o f eve n appearin g t o retur n t o th e parochialis m 
of middle-clas s Jewish life." 35 I n general , th e toleranc e expresse d b y som e 
N e w Yor k Intellectual s fo r th e America n middl e clas s wa s no t share d b y 
all an d certainl y di d no t exten d t o th e America n Jewish communit y o r t o 
religious observance . A s Norma n Podhoret z noted , "I f mos t o f th e con -
tributors t o th e 194 4 [Contemporary  Jewish Record]  symposium late r cam e t o 
discover grea t fascinatio n an d virtu e i n traditiona l Jewish culture , ver y fe w 
of the m eve r acknowledge d th e unfairnes s o f th e charg e tha t Jewish lif e i n 
America bor e n o trac e o f the admirabl e characteristic s o f the Jewish past." 36 

By an d large , afte r Worl d Wa r I I th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s face d a 
question simila r t o th e on e face d b y th e America n Jewis h communit y a s a 
whole: wha t shoul d constitut e Jewish identit y an d distinctivenes s whe n th e 
walls o f exclusion an d prejudic e com e tumblin g down ? Th e Holocaus t an d 
the expandin g opportunitie s o f th e postwa r decade s rendere d "alienation " 
obsolete a s a  mod e o f Jewish identity , a  fac t evince d b y th e reactio n o f th e 
N e w Yorker s t o th e Bea t writer s o f th e 1950s ; bu t thei r relationshi p t o 
Jewish lif e an d though t remaine d ambiguous . 
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Alienation and the Black Hipster 

Black cultur e ha s ofte n constitute d somethin g o f a  countercultur e i n th e 
United States , an d Blac k me n hav e lon g bee n associate d wit h th e nationa l 
"id." Livel y debate s have racke d th e socia l sciences ove r the origin s of Black 
culture i n th e Ne w World , bu t ther e i s n o doub t tha t a  distinctiv e Blac k 
cultural styl e datin g bac k t o th e day s o f slaver y ha d emerge d i n th e Unite d 
States, base d o n resistanc e t o whit e oppressio n and , i n man y instances , th e 
repudiation o f whit e norms. 37 I n th e twentiet h centur y th e confluenc e o f 
large-scale Blac k migratio n t o Norther n cities , Black ghettoization , an d th e 
hope arisin g fro m ne w opportunitie s sa w th e maturatio n o f thi s Blac k 
"counterculture." B y th e 1920s , Blac k cultur e too k th e form s o f th e ho t 
jazz musi c o f Loui s Armstron g an d th e ne w Blac k urba n style . Jazz musi c 
was bot h dangerou s an d liberatin g i n tha t i t provide d a n expressiv e outle t 
for th e ide a tha t th e huma n bod y migh t b e th e mos t importan t sourc e o f 
freedom an d happines s i n a  world marke d b y oppressio n an d sadness. 38 Th e 
"hipster" wa s th e nam e give n t o th e ne w Blac k ma n o f th e street s wh o 
developed a  cultura l styl e tha t would , i n succeedin g decades , becom e th e 
dominant moti f i n America n popula r culture . Th e hipste r wa s hei r t o a 
Black cultura l legac y that , alon g with music , dance , an d dialect , was perhap s 
its mos t persisten t idiom : th e archetypica l Blac k mal e renegad e wh o refuse s 
to abid e b y th e law , practice s intimidation , an d ofte n garner s th e stam p o f 
the "ba d nigger. " Th e "ba d nigger " ha s long bee n a  source o f pride amon g 
Blacks, datin g bac k t o a  tim e whe n runawa y slave s wer e calle d "ba-a d 
nigger" b y othe r slaves. 39 I n th e 1920 s an d th e decade s tha t followed , th e 
"hipster" wa s i n man y way s a  manifestation o f the "ba d nigger, " a  miscreant 
who experimente d wit h ne w variation s o n th e them e o f Blac k deviance . 

By th e lat e 1940s , a  numbe r o f whit e radical s ha d becom e attracte d t o 
the "hip " cultur e o f "bebop, " a  technica l innovatio n i n jazz musi c devel -
oped b y Blac k musicians , whic h als o serve d a s a  protes t agains t th e failur e 
of th e commercialize d "swing " movement. 40 A s LeRo i Jone s (late r Amir i 
Baraka) explain s i n hi s boo k Blues  People,  bebo p functione d a s a  reactio n 
against whit e swin g an d place d Blac k musi c onc e agai n "outsid e th e main -
stream o f America n culture." 41 T o th e hedonisti c sensibilit y alread y prev -
alent i n th e jaz z world , th e hipster s adde d a n unmistakabl e not e o f socia l 
and politica l revolt . Fo r som e whit e radicals , bebo p offere d th e authenticit y 
and coo l cynicis m the y foun d impossibl e t o retriev e fro m Col d War -
obsessed mas s cultur e an d th e complacen t politica l liberalis m tha t accom -
panied it. 42 A  numbe r o f white intellectuals , i n particula r th e "beat " writer s 
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Herbert Huncke , Willia m Burroughs , an d Jac k Kerouac , pai d homag e t o 
this Blac k underworld , bu t a  fe w intellectual s associate d wit h th e N e w 
York crow d di d a s well. 43 

N o on e eve n marginall y associate d wit h th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
went a s fa r a s th e novelis t Norma n Maile r i n championin g th e liberatin g 
image o f the "ba d nigger. " I n hi s famous essa y "Th e Whit e Negro, " Maile r 
insisted tha t th e Blac k mal e wa s th e quintessentia l moder n man , alienate d 
from al l thing s bu t hi s mos t basi c need s an d th e antidot e t o mind-numbin g 
suburban conformity . Th e Blac k ma n i n America , Maile r wrote , ha d tw o 
alternatives—to liv e a  lif e o f complet e subjugatio n o r t o liv e a  lif e o f 
constant danger—an d thi s conditio n allowe d hi m t o brea k th e dul l m o -
notony o f middle-clas s lif e t o becom e America' s onl y tru e existentialist , 
"the ma n wh o know s tha t i f our collectiv e conditio n i s to liv e wit h instan t 
death b y atomi c war , relativel y quic k deat h b y th e Stat e . . . o r wit h a  slo w 
death b y conformit y .  . .  then th e onl y life-givin g answe r i s t o accep t th e 
terms o f deat h . . . t o divorc e onesel f fro m society , t o exis t withou t roots , 
to se t ou t o n tha t uncharte d journe y int o th e rebelliou s imperative s o f th e 
self."44 

There ha d bee n afte r Worl d Wa r II , accordin g t o Mailer , a  menag e a 
trois o f th e Blac k male , th e Bohemian , an d th e whit e juvenile t o for m th e 
white hipster , an d Maile r enliste d th e Blac k hipster' s whit e counterpar t i n 
the caus e o f underminin g th e value s an d myth s o f th e 1950s . "Th e hipste r 
cuts throug h an d exploit s th e hypocris y o f th e period, " wrot e th e criti c 
Morris Dickstein , an d "transcende d th e sha m o f suburba n religiosit y an d 
churchgoing."45 Th e hipster , bot h Blac k an d white , wa s a n America n 
"countermyth" tha t serve d fo r radical s lik e Maile r t o replac e revolutionar y 
Marxism a s a  wa y t o shak e Americ a ou t o f wha t the y believe d wa s a n 
insidious postwa r serenity . "I n hi s searc h fo r a  sexua l lif e whic h wil l sui t 
his orgiasti c needs, " Maile r wrot e i n defens e o f his controversia l essay , "th e 
hipster willy-nill y attack s conventiona l sexua l morality . . . . I f capitalis t so -
ciety i s grounde d upo n propert y relations , thes e relation s ar e we d t o m o -
nogamy, family , an d th e sexua l stricture s whic h maintai n them." 4 6 

Mailer receive d som e suppor t fro m a  few o f th e N e w Yor k critic s wh o 
themselves wer e no t conten t wit h th e leve l o f America's discontent . Whil e 
many o f thes e critic s concede d tha t Maile r wa s pron e t o indulg e i n bout s 
of hyperbol e an d publi c posturing , the y believe d tha t th e imag e o f th e 
white hipste r wa s a  compellin g on e whos e defianc e o f America n norm s 
was worth y o f seriou s attention . "I n a  quee r bu t rea l sense , th e hipste r i s 
the mon k o f the presen t Dar k Ages, " wrote th e criti c Georg e Steiner . "Th e 
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Hipster i s a  livin g indictmen t o f th e America n dream—o f th e belie f i n 
material succes s an d 'well-adjustments. ' "  Fo r Norma n Podhoretz , Maile r 
alone amon g th e writer s o f th e 1950 s approache d th e issu e o f se x o n it s 
own term s an d brough t t o th e subjec t a  readines s t o fin d th e meanin g o f 
these terms . Th e literar y criti c Dian a Trillin g als o believe d i n th e efficac y 
of Mailer' s project . Hi s willingnes s t o as k th e ultimat e questio n w e ar e al l 
faced wit h i n ou r t ime—fro m which , th e eg o o r th e id , shal l w e deriv e 
our mora l sanctions—an d hi s succes s i n facin g th e enormit y o f tha t ques -
tion convince d Trillin g tha t Mailer' s talen t wa s mor e tha n trivial. 47 

But, fo r th e mos t part , th e N e w Yor k critic s agree d tha t th e Blac k 
hipster remaine d a s muc h a  myt h a s Mailer' s imaginar y whit e hipster . Ac -
cording t o thes e critics , th e whit e hipste r an d th e Blac k hipste r wer e no t 
representative characte r types . On e write r observe d that , just a s white hip -
sters disparage d Blac k hipster s whe n the y weren' t aroun d fo r bein g nar -
rowly intereste d i n whit e women , th e Blac k hipster s wer e pron e t o sayin g 
among themselve s "man , thos e fay cat s ar e prett y coo l an d don' t wan t u s 
to b e Uncl e Toms , bu t the y stil l wan t u s t o b e spooks . The y don' t reall y 
dig u s a s a  people ; the y jus t di g u s fo r ou r musi c an d ou r pot." 4 8 Fo r thi s 
reason, Ne d Polsk y remarked , th e idealizatio n o f th e Blac k mal e b y man y 
of the radica l intellectual s an d beatni k writer s o f the 1950 s was "a n inverte d 
form o f keepin g th e Nigge r i n hi s place." 49 

Ironically, Norma n Mailer , wh o seeme d t o mode l hi s ow n personalit y 
on th e whit e hipster , coul d no t himsel f mak e th e connectio n wit h th e 
Black hipste r h e s o strongl y believe d in. 50 Th e Blac k write r James Baldwin , 
a homosexua l wh o ha d calle d Mailer' s essay  "downrigh t impenetrable, " 
wrote tha t hi s relationshi p wit h Maile r suffere d i n th e 1950 s from th e whit e 
writer's refusa l t o giv e u p th e myt h o f Black sexuality . "Th e sexua l battle -
ground . . . i s reall y th e sam e fo r everyone , an d I  .  .  .  was just abou t t o b e 
carried of f th e battlegroun d o n m y shiel d . . . s o ho w coul d I  play , i n an y 
way whatever , th e nobl e savage." 51 Baldwi n explaine d tha t matter s be -
tween th e tw o wer e no t helpe d muc h b y th e fac t tha t th e Blac k jaz z 
musicians i n Pari s amon g who m the y foun d themselve s di d no t conside r 
Mailer i n an y wa y "hip. " Maile r di d no t kno w this , accordin g t o Baldwin , 
and Baldwi n coul d no t brin g himsel f t o tel l him . "H e neve r brok e throug h 
to the m .  . .  ," wrot e Baldwin , "an d the y wer e fa r to o 'hip ' .  . .  even t o 
consider breakin g throug h t o him . The y though t h e wa s a  rea l swee t ofay 
cat, bu t a  littl e frantic." 52 

For th e mos t part , thos e N e w Yor k Intellectual s wh o though t mor e 
often an d mor e seriousl y abou t thei r ow n Jewis h identitie s an d abou t th e 
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relationship o f Black American s t o societ y an d cultur e di d no t subscrib e t o 
Mailer's idealize d vie w o f Black existenc e an d preferre d mor e specifi c trea -
tises on th e condition o f Black Americans. Irving Howe, th e editor of Dissent 
when tha t magazin e publishe d Mailer' s article , wrot e tha t h e wa s "over -
whelmed, delighte d to have the piece" after Mailer had sent it to him but tha t 
he late r experience d guil t ove r havin g printe d th e articl e i n full , includin g 
parts that explicitly endorsed violence. " I should have fought wit h him abou t 
that on e passage, " wrot e Howe , "th e existentia l analysi s o f those hoodlum s 
beating up th e storekeeper—which I  now thin k i s pretty much nonsense." 53 

Mailer himsel f late r admitte d t o havin g secon d thought s abou t th e article , 
saying that h e was afflicted b y self-doubt a t the tim e an d was using drugs an d 
that ha d writte n th e piec e primaril y fo r th e satisfactio n o f his own eg o rathe r 
than t o influenc e publi c opinion. 54 Norma n Podhoret z ma y hav e bee n on e 
of the firs t critic s t o hol d u p Maile r a s a serious high-bro w talent , bu t t o th e 
romanticization o f Black me n h e gav e n o quarter . " I doub t i f a more idylli c 
picture o f Negro lif e has been painted since certain Southern ideologues trie d 
to convince the m thing s were just a s fine a s fine coul d be for the slaves on th e 
old plantation." 55 

Nat Hentoff , a  youn g N e w Yor k journalis t an d jazz critic , agree d tha t 
Black American s "d o us e thei r sense s mor e tha n th e 'squares, ' an d tha t i n 
this respec t their s i s a  more intens e wa y o f life."56 Bu t Hentof f fel t strongl y 
that th e lif e o f th e typica l Blac k America n wa s anythin g bu t th e "enor -
mous" on e Maile r ha d mad e i t ou t t o be . Asid e fro m th e sexua l confusio n 
and impotenc e experience d b y Blac k me n du e t o thei r economi c depend -
ence o n women , Hentof f fel t tha t "fundamentall y Maile r appear s t o b e 
unaware o f the dept h o f anxiety , desperation , an d shee r physica l discomfor t 
which ghett o livin g impose s o n al l th e poor , hi p an d square." 57 Hentoff , 
in effect , joine d man y socia l scientist s i n excoriatin g thos e wh o lionize d 
the Blac k mal e becaus e the y ha d ignore d th e likelihoo d tha t man y gen -
erations o f ghett o patholog y ha d seriousl y discredite d th e myt h o f Blac k 
sexual potency. James Baldwin pu t th e poin t mos t succinctl y when h e aske d 
of his frien d Mailer , "Wh y malig n th e sorel y menace d sexualit y o f Negroe s 
in orde r t o justify th e whit e man' s sexua l panic?" 58 

This undersid e o f th e Blac k ghett o wa s see n keenl y b y anothe r Jewis h 
intellectual associate d wit h th e N e w Yor k crowd , Seymou r Krim . Krim , a 
marginal figur e i n N e w Yor k Intellectua l circles , wrot e abou t th e excite -
ment h e foun d i n th e Blac k communit y i n Harlem , bu t h e wa s notabl y 
more realisti c abou t th e conditio n o f Black s tha n Maile r wa s an d abou t 
how hi s Jewishness influence d hi s view o f Black Americans . Kri m admitte d 
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that mor e "tha n mos t whit e o r non-Negr o me n I  hav e haunte d colore d 
society, love d i t .  .  .  sucked i t throug h m y marrow." 5 9 Comin g fro m a 
comfortable, Jewish , middle-clas s family , Kri m explaine d tha t i t wa s a 
"sense o f identificatio n stemmin g i n par t fro m m y bein g th e unreligiou s 
modern America n Je w wh o feel s onl y th e self-pityin g stin g o f hi s identit y 
without th e faith " tha t gav e hi m hi s "girlish , milk y notion s abou t th e 
natural greatnes s o f Negroes." 60 

When Kri m becam e a  teenager , hi s lov e fo r jaz z an d hi s "ragin g en -
slavement t o sex " cam e togethe r fo r hi m i n th e Blac k woman , th e "jaz z 
queen, someon e wh o love d t o ball , coul d neve r ge t enough , wa s suprem e 
physically, rhythmically , ecstatically—'oh , baby , giv e i t t o me! ' " 6 1 Kri m 
found himsel f frequentin g jaz z joint s an d prostitute s i n Harlem , an d h e 
learned t o appreciat e Harlem' s lif e an d bounce—"th e entir e plac e wa s a 
jolt t o anybod y wit h a  literar y o r eve n a  huma n imagination. " 

Interestingly, th e Harle m bar s wer e mor e allurin g t o Kri m tha n th e 
downtown whit e one s because , h e admitted , societ y ha d judge d hi m t o 
be superio r t o th e res t o f th e patrons . Thi s mad e Krim , fo r th e firs t tim e 
in hi s life , comfortabl e associatin g wit h bot h sexes . I n this , Kri m fel t ver y 
much lik e a  Souther n "whit e cracker, " whos e psych e wa s impregnabl e 
because h e alway s ha d a n inferio r clas s o f peopl e belo w him . "I t wa s 
an astonishin g revelation, " wrot e Krim , "t o realiz e tha t yo u coul d b e a 
better person—mor e attentive , calmer , happie r .  .  .  for th e wrong  rea-
sons. " 62 

Nevertheless, b y hi s thir d mont h o f Harle m cruisin g h e ha d becom e 
aware o f th e "low , cruel , ignorant , selfish , small-minde d sid e o f uptow n 
life." Krim' s sense s wer e "humble d tim e an d agai n b y th e sigh t o f me n 
beating women , hustler s drunkenl y cursin g an d clawin g eac h othe r . . . o r 
how som e dat e I  wa s ou t wit h wa s afrai d t o g o hom e t o he r ol d ma n (th e 
pimp sh e live d with)." 6 3 Th e huma n goo d Kri m appreciate d s o muc h i n 
Harlem, th e goo d tha t "la y just a n inc h awa y fro m it s fli p int o unarguabl e 
nastiness," ofte n too k tha t "flip " int o nastiness . " I coul d neve r immuniz e 
myself. .  .  to th e garbag e i n th e street s .  .  .  the pawnshop s fiv e t o a  block , 
the rat-infeste d tenement s .  .  .  the feveris h traffi c i n drugs , th e horde s o f 
sullen-faced, corner-hauntin g hustlers , th e wast e o f mone y o n adolescen t 
trinkets, th e wil d re d rag e o n th e broken-bee r bottl e 5  A.M . street s an d 
the ceaseles s stealing." 64 
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Jewish Cosmopolitanism and the Black Writer 

Linked almos t congenitall y t o rationalis m an d modernism , th e N e w Yor k 
Intellectuals i n th e postwa r perio d rejecte d alienatio n an d nihilis m a s cul -
tural ideals . A s Norma n Podhoret z explaine d it , th e proclivit y o f the 1950 s 
bohemians fo r "bop " languag e an d jazz wa s a  wa y o f demonstratin g thei r 
contempt fo r "coherent , rationa l discours e which , bein g a  produc t o f th e 
mind, i s in thei r vie w a  form o f death." 65 Tha t th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
did no t shar e th e alienatio n o f th e beat s o r th e Blac k hipste r reveal s th e 
primacy o f th e "cosmopolitan " idea l i n thei r criticism . Implici t i n thei r 
rejection o f th e idealizatio n o f th e Blac k ma n wa s th e belie f tha t nothin g 
about a n individua l shoul d b e inferre d fro m hi s past . Th e moder n cultur e 
of th e West , the y felt , provide d th e foundatio n fo r th e emergenc e o f a 
sophisticated moder n cultur e tha t woul d transcen d th e artificia l border s tha t 
divided regions , races , nations , an d sexes . Th e tas k a s th e Jewish intellec -
tuals firs t sa w it , accordin g t o th e historia n Terr y Cooney , "wa s t o exten d 
the reac h o f secula r rationality ; t o escap e th e bound s o f provincialism ; t o 
raise America n cultur e t o th e leve l o f th e mos t advance d Europea n litera -
ture; an d t o construc t i n th e proces s a  society tha t would welcom e member s 
of al l group s a s ful l participants." 66 Fo r th e mos t part , th e N e w Yor k In -
tellectuals seeme d t o b e enthusiasti c adherent s o f a n idea l tha t proclaime d 
that a n ethni c heritag e o r philosophica l traditio n shoul d b e preserve d t o 
the exten t tha t i t coul d expan d th e horizon s o f knowledg e bu t tha t t o th e 
extent tha t i t cu t on e of f fro m othe r experience s i t shoul d b e discarded . 
This cosmopolita n ideal , accordin g t o th e historia n Davi d Hollinger , i s 
"decidedly counte r t o th e eradicatio n o f cultura l differences , bu t counte r 
also t o thei r preservatio n i n parochia l form." 67 

Underlying th e cosmopolita n idea l wa s a  belie f i n th e "polyvocality " o f 
the individual , th e belie f tha t individual s coul d spea k wit h man y voice s an d 
should b e fre e t o pledg e thei r allegianc e t o a  variet y o f socia l categories . 
Harold Rosenber g gav e th e mos t succinc t descriptio n o f the cosmopolita n 
approach t o th e moder n conditio n whe n h e explaine d tha t "bein g bor n a 
Jew doe s no t sav e u s fro m .  . .  the moder n conditio n o f freedo m t o mak e 
ourselves accordin g t o a n imag e w e choose." 68 Ther e wa s "roo m i n th e 
contemporary huma n bein g t o b e man y thing s an d nothing, " an d wha t 
Rosenberg value d mos t abou t Americ a wa s tha t "bein g a n American mean s 
being fre e precisel y i n tha t th e America n possesse s tha t room , an d ca n kee p 
multiplying an d transformin g himsel f withou t regardin g . . . hi s national -
ity."69 Th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s value d moder n literatur e precisel y be -
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cause o f it s complexit y an d multipl e meanings . I n literature , a s in life , the y 
avoided an y commitment s tha t woul d limi t th e scop e o f thei r experience . 

While a  numbe r o f recen t scholar s hav e show n tha t th e constan t effor t 
to recreat e ethni c orientations , t o tea r dow n ol d boundarie s tha t separat e 
people an d buil d ne w ones , give s th e ethni c perspectiv e i n literatur e a n 
increasingly modernis t slant , th e N e w Yor k Intellectuals , o n th e whole , 
did no t se e thi s modernis t potentia l i n ethni c particularism. 70 I f th e N e w 
York Intellectual s ha d entere d th e wa r betwee n consen t an d descen t ove r 
which woul d rul e th e relationshi p o f ethnicit y t o America n culture , the y 
had lande d decidedl y o n th e sid e o f consent . Th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
did no t se e ethnicity , particularl y a s it pertained t o thei r Jewish background , 
as a  dynami c o r enervatin g force , bu t rathe r perceive d i t a s a  stati c an d 
confining vesse l o f th e past . Perhap s thi s i s wh y i t wa s no t unti l th e lat e 
1950s tha t th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s identifie d Henr y Roth ' s 193 4 Call 
It Sleep  a s a  grea t modernis t novel . A s on e write r ha s pointe d out , Roth ' s 
novel wa s a t leas t a s Jewish an d certainl y mor e modernis t tha n th e wor k 
of Delmor e Schwartz , an d ye t th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s picke d u p 
Schwartz a s a  group her o an d no t Roth. 7 1 I f one coul d argu e tha t th e N e w 
York Intellectual s wer e turne d of f b y th e proletaria n ton e o f Roth 's novel , 
rather tha n it s Jewishness, mor e indictin g evidenc e o f thei r negativ e vie w 
of ethnicit y i n literatur e come s fro m th e respons e o f som e N e w Yor k 
Intellectuals t o th e risin g interes t i n Yiddis h literatur e i n th e 1950s . Whe n 
Irving How e an d Elieze r Greenberg , a  well-know n Yiddis h writer , pub -
lished A  Treasury  of  Yiddish  Stories  i n 1955 , th e editor s themselve s com -
mented tha t Yiddis h literatur e ha d bee n largel y secon d rat e an d tha t non e 
of the Yiddis h writer s coul d rightfull y b e place d wit h th e lon g lis t o f West -
ern literar y immortals. 72 How e late r sai d o f hi s ow n wor k wit h Yiddis h 
literature tha t h e approache d i t "wit h th e detachmen t o f an anthropologist " 
and tha t h e ha d considere d i t a  kind o f a  side j o b — " o ne da y a  week awa y 
from th e Vie t Na m wa r an d th e polemic s wit h leftis t ideologie s int o whic h 
I ha d locke d myself." 73 Norma n Podhoret z commente d afte r readin g th e 
book tha t h e foun d "th e pleasur e I  derive d wa s quit e unlik e th e pleasur e 
I ge t fro m goo d fiction . I t wa s th e pleasur e o f old worl d char m an d quaint -
ness, titillatin g bu t no t challenging , an d therefor e no t t o b e take n to o se -
riously."74 "Fo r bette r o r worst, " Podhoret z wrot e o n a  separat e occasion , 
the Ne w Yor k Intellectua l "mad e a  mora l decisio n no t t o b e .  .  .  confine d 
by hi s Jewishness ; h e wante d t o b e a  ma n o f broa d cultivatio n an d wid e 
sympathies."75 

The powe r o f moder n ar t fo r th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s derive d fro m 
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its abilit y t o uphol d it s independenc e fro m ideology . Clemen t Greenber g 
summarized th e positio n o n ar t an d politic s o f th e N e w Yorker s whe n h e 
wrote, "True , I  ma y b e a  socialist , bu t a  wor k o f ar t ha s it s ow n ends , 
which i t include s i n itsel f an d whic h hav e nothin g t o d o wit h th e fat e o f 
society."76 Th e ide a o f th e aestheti c autonom y o f art , a  concep t lon g as -
sociated wit h modernism , wa s centra l t o Greenber g an d th e othe r N e w 
York Intellectuals . As Norman Podhoret z explains , ar t for th e N e w Yorker s 
was no t a  mean s t o a n end , o f liberatin g th e masse s o r bringin g abou t 
revolution. "Fo r bette r o r fo r wors e . . . I  do no t regar d literatur e a s an en d 
in itself . . . . I  d o no t g o t o literatur e fo r th e salvatio n o f m y sou l .  .  .  and 
I d o no t expec t i t t o redee m th e age , bu t onl y t o hel p th e ag e becom e les s 
chaotic an d confused." 77 Th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s understoo d tha t art , 
particularly th e moder n novel , wa s infuse d wit h politica l meaning , bu t the y 
believed i t wa s th e singularl y toug h tas k o f th e criti c t o determin e whe n 
the politica l "interruption " o f a  piece o f literature wa s welcom e an d whe n 
it wa s not . "W e ha d meant , I  think, " wrot e Irvin g Howe , "tha t a  wor k 
of literatur e ha s distinctiv e propertie s an d mus t b e perceive d an d judge d 
according t o categorie s distinctiv e t o it s kind." 78 

These strongl y hel d view s abou t th e relationshi p o f ethnicity an d politic s 
to a  work o f ar t brough t th e issu e o f Black literatur e t o th e seriou s attentio n 
of certai n N e w Yor k Intellectuals . Th e rac e revolutio n o f th e middl e t o 
late 1960 s ha d a s on e componen t a  breakthroug h i n Blac k writin g an d 
publishing tha t th e New  York  Times  calle d nothin g les s tha n a  "Blac k R e v -
olution i n Books." 7 9 A t th e hel m o f th e "Blac k Art s movement " wer e 
Black writer s lik e Jame s Baldwin , Lorrain e Hansberry , LeRo i Jones , El -
dridge Cleaver , an d Julius Lester , amon g others , wh o wrot e work s o f fic -
tion saturate d wit h politica l an d racia l self-consciousness . "Th e Blac k Art s 
Movement i s radicall y oppose d t o an y concep t o f th e artis t tha t alienate s 
him fro m hi s community, " wrot e Larr y Neal , th e spokesperso n fo r th e 
new Blac k Aesthetic , wh o insiste d o n th e weddin g o f ar t an d politics. 80 

Black writer s foun d themselve s a t th e cente r o f th e politica l fermen t o f th e 
1960s, leavin g a  numbe r o f N e w Yor k Intellectual s i n a  positio n vis-a-vi s 
the infiltratio n o f politic s int o Blac k writin g strikingl y simila r t o thei r p o -
sition i n th e 1930s , whe n a  renascen t Partisan  Review  brok e awa y fro m th e 
Communist-inspired, sociall y consciou s proletaria n literatur e o f tha t de -
cade. Initially , th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s believe d that , lik e Jews, Blac k 
Americans woul d b e abl e t o shar e i n th e cosmopolita n cultur e o f the N e w 
York writers , bu t som e bega n t o doub t thi s possibilit y afte r th e promis e o f 
full racia l integratio n ha d faile d t o bea r frui t b y th e earl y 1960s . 
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The challeng e o f the Blac k Art s movemen t t o th e cosmopolita n outloo k 
of th e Ne w Yor k Intellectual s mus t b e see n i n th e contex t o f th e nation' s 
changing intellectua l life , particularl y th e ris e o f Black Powe r an d th e N e w 
Left. I n th e 1960s , disillusionmen t wit h th e us e an d misus e o f Wester n 
economic an d militar y powe r i n th e Thir d Worl d dre w man y intellectual s 
toward a n extrem e cultura l relativism . I n th e hand s o f radicals , th e ide a 
that ther e wa s valu e i n th e stud y o f al l civilization s wa s transforme d int o 
the ide a tha t "peopl e o f color " an d women , thos e group s tha t ha d histor -
ically occupie d subservien t role s i n th e West , perceiv e th e worl d differentl y 
from whit e me n an d tha t ther e i s n o receive d "canon " o r agreed-upo n 
body o f grea t imaginativ e works . Fro m thi s viewpoint , universa l standard s 
of trut h an d beaut y d o no t exist , an d text s an d idea s ar e n o longe r act s o f 
individual self-expressio n bu t merel y way s o f exercisin g power . Hence , 
texts ar e "authorless, " reflectin g th e politica l perspective s o f socia l groups , 
not o f individuals . Writer s becom e important , o r "great, " t o th e exten t 
that the y communicat e th e experienc e o f th e grou p the y ar e presume d t o 
represent.81 On e o f th e ke y notion s embodie d i n th e ne w critica l thinkin g 
involved th e ide a tha t member s o f minorit y group s an d wome n possesse d 
a racia l o r gende r consciousnes s tha t no t onl y governe d thei r artisti c inter -
pretations bu t rendere d suc h wor k inaccessibl e t o "outsiders. " I n othe r 
words, th e ide a tha t al l human s were , throug h th e us e o f reason , capabl e 
of enterin g th e experienc e o f others , o r tha t an y huma n coul d ste p outsid e 
of hi s o r he r ow n experienc e t o communicat e idea s t o others , wa s repu -
diated. Accordingly , th e theorie s o f critic s lik e Richar d Gilman , wh o sug -
gested tha t whit e critic s engag e i n a  moratorium o n judging Blac k writing , 
and th e Blac k poe t LeRo i Jones , wh o argue d tha t whit e listener s coul d 
never understan d th e musi c o f Blac k jaz z musicians , gaine d widesprea d 
acceptance.82 

The ide a tha t ther e existe d unbridgeabl e gulf s betwee n peopl e o f dif -
ferent racia l o r ethni c backgrounds , o r betwee n an y huma n beings , wa s 
anathema t o th e cosmopolita n idea l cherishe d b y th e N e w Yor k Intellec -
tuals. Th e assumptio n tha t race , ethnicity , o r gende r i s firs t an d foremos t 
in a  person' s experienc e negate d th e vie w tha t human s wer e capabl e o f a 
variety o f identitie s an d psychi c connections . Th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
took th e vie w tha t i f th e cano n o f Wester n literatur e wa s deficien t i n an y 
area, i t was i n th e failur e o f Western intellectua l elite s t o see k ou t importan t 
creative work s b y minorit y writer s an d women ; bu t b y n o mean s shoul d 
literature b e judge d b y th e exten t t o whic h i t relate s th e experience s o f 
these groups. 83 
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Interestingly, th e respons e o f th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s t o th e ne w 
critical thinkin g unfolde d closel y aroun d th e lif e an d wor k o f th e Blac k 
writer Jame s Baldwin . A s th e forme r Commentary  staffe r Natha n Glaze r 
recalled, Baldwi n bega n hi s caree r b y writin g fo r th e journal s controlle d 
by th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s suc h a s Partisan  Review  an d Commentary, 
journals wit h editor s an d contributor s wh o ha d hop e fo r America n plural -
ism an d rac e relations . Glaze r wrot e o f Baldwin , "[H]o w h e cam e t o u s I 
don't recall , bu t I  d o recal l ou r pleasur e tha t a  remarkabl e youn g Blac k 
wr i te r—how remarkabl e w e didn' t ye t k n o w — h a d com e t o us." 8 4 Glaze r 
explained tha t Baldwi n wrot e poignantl y abou t th e Blac k conditio n i n 
America an d tha t hi s positio n o n Blac k leadershi p wa s no t ver y differen t 
from th e wa y th e Jewis h intellectual s writin g i n Commentary  fel t towar d 
the "official " Jewis h community . "Th e Negr o pres s support s an y man , 
providing h e i s sufficientl y dar k an d wel l -known—wit h th e exceptio n o f 
certain Negr o novelist s accuse d o f drawin g portrait s unflatterin g t o th e 
Negro race, " Baldwi n ha d written . Thi s wa s "exactl y wha t a  Jewish writer , 
thinking o f th e difficultie s o f Isaa c Rosenfel d an d Phili p Ro th , migh t hav e 
written," Glaze r explained. 85 

In tw o o f hi s earlies t essays—"Everybody' s Protes t Novel " an d "Man y 
Thousands Gone"—Baldwi n ha d criticize d th e treatmen t give n t o th e 
Black experienc e i n th e genr e o f protes t novels , fro m Harrie t Beeche r 
Stowe's abolitionis t Uncle  Tom's  Cabin  (1852 ) throug h Richar d Wright' s 
Native Son  (1940 ) an d Black  Boy  (1945) , fo r thei r "rejectio n o f life , th e 
human being , th e denia l o f hi s beauty , dread , power , i n it s insistenc e tha t 
it i s hi s categorizatio n alon e whic h i s rea l an d whic h canno t b e tran -
scended."86 Baldwi n sa w Stowe' s figur e o f Uncl e Tom , th e Blac k slav e 
who i s "Jet-black , wool y haired , illiterate " an d "phenomenall y forbearing, " 
and Wright' s Bigge r Thomas , th e snarling , menacing , Blac k murdere r an d 
sexual predator , a s symbol s use d b y bot h writer s t o protes t th e conditio n 
and th e histor y o f Blac k Americans . Whil e Stow e use d th e Uncl e T o m 
character t o expres s th e virtuou s rag e o f a  whit e abolitionis t an d Wrigh t 
created Bigge r Thoma s t o destro y th e myt h o f Uncl e Tom , Baldwi n sa w 
that bot h image s o f th e Blac k mal e faile d t o conten d wit h th e possibilit y 
of hi s humanity . Th e whol e ide a o f Bigger Thomas , Baldwi n wrote , "car -
ries, implicitly , th e mos t remarkabl e confession : tha t is , tha t Negr o lif e i s 
in fac t a s debase d an d impoverishe d a s ou r theolog y claims." 87 

Many i n th e N e w Yor k Intellectua l worl d wer e deepl y take n b y Bald -
win's attack s o n Blac k protes t literature . Nevertheless , b y 196 3 Baldwi n 
had becom e disillusione d wit h th e ide a o f integration an d mor e sympatheti c 
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to Blac k nationalism . Baldwin' s histori c 196 3 essay , The  Fire  Next  Time, 
about th e Blac k Muslims , reflecte d a  sens e o f th e simmerin g rag e tha t 
existed i n th e Blac k communit y an d tha t would , afte r th e urba n riot s o f 
the mid-1960s , becom e a  prominen t featur e o f Blac k politica l discourse. 88 

Baldwin di d no t agre e wit h th e entir e progra m o f th e Blac k Muslims , 
which include d th e effor t t o establis h a  separat e Blac k natio n o n Unite d 
States soil , o r wit h thei r belie f tha t th e dignit y o f Blac k American s coul d 
be salvage d onl y b y th e us e o f violence . Bu t Baldwi n di d agre e wit h th e 
Muslims' assertio n tha t th e "whit e man' s heave n i s th e Blac k man' s hell" ; 
that wha t th e Muslim s sai d abou t th e evil s o f whit e Americ a wer e essen -
tially correct ; an d tha t i f somethin g wa s no t don e abou t i t soon , Black s 
might understandabl y tur n t o violence . Baldwi n als o retaine d a  high degre e 
of ambivalenc e towar d th e efficac y o f racia l integratio n b y asking , "D o I 
really want  t o b e integrate d int o a  burnin g house?" 89 

Baldwin's essay  hi t hom e wit h th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s becaus e i t 
marked a  shif t i n th e Blac k write r the y believe d mos t closel y share d thei r 
commitment t o th e cosmopolita n ideal . Som e N e w Yor k Intellectual s wer e 
convinced b y Baldwin' s shif t tha t perhap s th e Blac k experienc e weighe d 
so heavil y o n Blac k writer s tha t here , too , somethin g othe r tha n aestheti c 
judgments mus t b e employe d i n evaluatin g th e wor k o f art. I n othe r words , 
perhaps fo r th e tim e being , th e Blac k write r i n America , du e t o th e veritie s 
of hi s historica l experience , coul d no t tak e hi s plac e a s a n equa l i n th e 
culture o f hig h modernism . Wha t i s perhap s mos t interestin g abou t th e 
reactions o f certai n N e w Yor k critic s t o thes e development s i s th e wa y i n 
which thei r reflection s abou t Black s wer e s o thoroughl y commingle d wit h 
their Jewish identities . 

Norman Podhoretz, Leslie  Fiedler, and  the Fantasy of Miscegenation 

Norman Podhoret z wa s on e intellectua l whos e disillusionmen t wit h Bald -
win inspire d a  bris k respons e that , whe n combine d wit h th e histor y o f hi s 
early tenur e a s edito r o f Commentary  magazine , reveal s muc h abou t th e 
Jewish identit y o f th e N e w Yor k Intellectuals . Unti l thi s stock y an d com -
bative intellectua l too k ove r th e editorshi p o f Commentary  i n i96 0 a t th e 
precocious ag e o f thirty, th e magazin e ha d bee n libera l unde r th e editorshi p 
of Elliott Cohe n bu t generall y restraine d b y a  staunch anti-Communis t line . 
When Podhoret z too k over , h e brough t th e magazin e t o th e left , inter -
spersing article s b y youn g radical s lik e Staughto n Lynde , H . Stuar t Hughes , 
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and Pau l Goodma n wit h th e usua l Commentary  articles . Mor e important , 
Podhoretz believe d strongl y tha t th e Jewis h communit y i n th e Unite d 
States wa s neithe r monolithi c i n it s desire s no r full y awar e o f it s needs , an d 
he wa s determine d t o mak e Commentary  a  forum fo r thi s ambivalence . Th e 
"new Commentary,"  accordin g t o Podhoretz , "bespoke , an d reflected , a 
more advance d stag e o f acculturatio n tha n th e old , an d wa s accordingl y 
more genera l tha n Jewish i n emphasis." 90 Betwee n i960 , whe n Podhoret z 
took over , an d 1966 , th e circulatio n o f th e magazin e gre w fro m roughl y 
twenty thousan d t o sixt y thousan d b y appealin g t o a  readershi p tha t wa s 
"neither especiall y religiou s no r muc h Zionist " bu t tha t "keenl y awaite d 
Commentary ever y mont h a s i f i t wer e a  publi c real m i n whic h Jew s wer e 
permitted t o liv e o n th e questions." 91 Perhap s th e change s Podhoret z ef -
fected wer e bes t summe d u p b y a  lette r t o th e edito r i n Apri l 196 1 i n 
which th e autho r wrot e "thoug h I  rea d man y periodical s regularly , Com-
mentary becam e on e o f the m onl y a  fe w month s ago , fo r th e magazin e 
interests m e precisel y t o th e exten t tha t th e ne w editoria l regim e ha s de -
Judaized it s contents." 92 

It wa s probabl y n o coincidenc e tha t th e mos t radica l thin g Podhoret z 
would d o wit h Commentary  i n hi s earl y year s ther e wa s prompte d b y James 
Baldwin's The  Fire  Next Time.  Baldwin' s essa y had confirme d fo r Podhoret z 
the alread y stron g sens e o f skepticis m wit h whic h h e viewe d libera l inte -
grationism, an d i n hi s controversia l articl e "M y Negr o Problem—an d 
Ours" i t i s possible t o se e precisely ho w Podhoretz' s vagu e "cosmopolitan " 
sense o f Jewishnes s wa s reflecte d i n hi s assessmen t o f th e rol e o f Blac k 
culture an d o f Jewish cultur e i n America n life. 93 

Podhoretz wa s les s disturbe d b y wha t Baldwi n ha d t o sa y i n hi s essa y 
than b y wha t h e fel t wa s th e poo r treatmen t h e ha d receive d fro m Baldwi n 
throughout th e writin g o f it . A s h e tell s th e stor y i n hi s autobiographica l 
Making It,  i n keepin g wit h th e ne w radicalis m o f th e magazin e Podhoret z 
had aske d Baldwin , a  frien d o f th e "old " Commentary,  t o writ e a  piece o n 
the Blac k Musli m movement . Baldwi n agree d t o d o it , an d th e tw o me t 
regularly an d communicate d b y mai l throughou t th e compositio n o f th e 
work. Followin g a  perio d o f a  fe w week s i n whic h ther e ha d bee n n o 
communication, Podhoret z phone d Baldwi n abou t th e progres s o f th e 
piece, onl y t o b e tol d b y Baldwi n tha t h e ha d sol d i t t o th e New  Yorker 
magazine fo r twelv e thousan d dollars , roughl y twent y time s th e amoun t 
Commentary wa s abl e t o offer . " I wa s thunderstruck, " wrot e Podhoretz ; n o 
"greater violatio n o f th e ethic s o f th e trad e coul d b e imagined." 94 No t 
knowing wha t t o d o an d believin g tha t lega l actio n agains t Baldwi n woul d 
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be "unseemly, " Podhoret z tol d almos t everyon e h e kne w abou t wha t ha d 
happened an d foun d tha t th e response s peopl e gav e t o hi s stor y were , i n 
his judgment, fa r mor e understandin g an d forgivin g tha n the y woul d hav e 
been i f a  whit e write r ha d don e wha t Baldwi n allegedl y ha d done . A t a 
meeting wit h th e Blac k write r ove r drinks , Podhoret z tol d Baldwi n tha t 
he ha d dare d t o d o wha t n o whit e write r woul d hav e don e becaus e h e 
knew whit e guil t would exonerat e him . Afte r Podhoret z explaine d t o Bald -
win tha t h e suffere d fro m n o suc h guilt , Baldwi n urge d hi m t o ge t hi s 
feelings dow n o n paper . Just a s Podhoretz ha d playe d a  role i n encouragin g 
Baldwin's essay , Baldwi n encourage d Podhoret z t o writ e his . 

The resul t wa s "M y Negr o Problem, " a  me a culp a i n whic h Podhoret z 
described hi s lifelon g difficult y tryin g t o reconcil e th e libera l belie f tha t al l 
Black American s wer e persecute d wit h hi s ow n experienc e o f bein g vic -
timized b y Blacks . Th e concep t tha t Black s wer e alway s oppresse d wa s 
almost a s difficul t fo r Podhoret z t o gras p a s a  youn g Jewis h bo y growin g 
up i n Depression-er a Brownsvill e a s wa s th e ide a tha t al l Jews wer e rich . 
The onl y Jews Podhoret z kne w wer e poor , an d th e onl y Black s h e kne w 
were th e one s wh o wer e doin g th e persecuting—"an d doin g it , moreover , 
to me. " 

Podhoretz wen t o n t o describ e a  number o f boyhood incident s i n whic h 
he wa s bullie d b y Blac k boy s fro m hi s neighborhood , th e mos t formativ e 
one bein g th e tim e Podhoret z wa s waylai d b y tw o Blac k classmate s wit h 
a basebal l ba t whil e h e wa s standin g alon e i n fron t o f th e brownston e 
walkup i n whic h h e lived . A s a n intellectua l writin g abou t thi s incident , 
Podhoretz trie d t o understan d wh y th e interethni c battles , whic h wer e 
common amon g whit e ethni c groups , seeme d t o hav e a  specia l intensit y 
when th e opposin g group s wer e Blac k an d white . "Why , why  shoul d i t 
have bee n s o differen t a s betwee n th e Negroe s an d us? " h e pleaded . Pod -
horetz argue d tha t th e usua l explanation—tha t Blac k American s hate d 
whites becaus e o f the "entrapmen t tha t poison s th e sou l o f the Negro " an d 
that white s hate d Black s becaus e o f a n unacknowledge d guilt—containe d 
some truth , bu t tha t thi s wa s no t th e whol e issue . Th e answe r cam e fro m 
the ide a propounde d b y bot h James Baldwi n i n hi s essa y "Nobod y Know s 
My Name " an d Ralp h Elliso n i n Invisible  Man  (1952)—tha t whit e peopl e 
refused t o see  Black American s an d tha t thi s perceptua l deficienc y worke d 
in bot h directions . Blac k American s kne w tha t wha t white s sa w i n the m 
was th e colo r o f thei r ski n an d tha t i n whit e eye s the y wer e al l alike , an d 
therefore somethin g les s tha n human . Similarly , despit e havin g live d a  lif e 
that woul d appea r t o exonerat e hi m fro m th e whit e world' s sins , Podhoret z 
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found tha t hi s ow n whit e ski n wa s enoug h t o mar k hi m i n Blac k eye s a s 
the enemy , eve n thoug h h e wa s not , "an d i n a  wa r i t i s onl y th e unifor m 
that count s an d no t th e person." 95 

Podhoretz admitte d tha t thi s psychologica l projectio n operate d o n him , 
for h e looke d a t Blac k boy s i n hi s neighborhoo d a s symbols , "th e ver y 
embodiment o f the value s o f the street—free , independent , reckless , brave , 
masculine, erotic. " Conversely , Podhoret z believe d th e noontim e lunche s 
of spinac h an d potatoe s hi s mothe r prepare d fo r him , hi s pruden t behavio r 
in th e fac e o f authority , an d th e ha t an d mitten s hi s mothe r force d hi m t o 
wear i n th e winte r wer e secretl y envie d b y th e Blac k boys . Th e upsho t o f 
all the psychologica l duelin g wa s tha t just a s—"w e hav e i t o n th e authorit y 
of James Baldwin"—al l Blac k American s hat e whites—al l white s "ar e sic k 
in thei r feeling s abou t Negroes." 96 Podhoret z di d no t den y tha t al l whites , 
including immigran t Jews , migh t hav e receive d certai n benefit s jus t b y 
virtue o f havin g whit e skin , bu t h e insiste d tha t i n hi s ow n case , an d i n 
the cas e o f mos t o f th e Jews h e ha d grow n u p with , havin g whit e ski n ha d 
not bee n noticeabl y beneficial . Jus t a s Podhoret z believe d himsel f t o b e 
only marginall y bette r of f tha n th e Blac k stree t tough s wh o bea t hi m u p 
as a youngster, s o he sa w n o particula r advantage s accruin g t o a  white write r 
like himsel f tha t ha d bee n denie d t o a  Black write r lik e James Baldwin . I n 
fact, bot h th e Blac k stree t tough s an d Baldwi n appeare d t o shar e significan t 
advantages vis-a-vi s whit e liberal s i n thei r respectiv e realms . What disturbe d 
Podhoretz mos t wa s that , i n seein g al l white s a s similarl y situated , Black s 
and whit e liberal s were no t onl y blurrin g importan t difference s i n th e socia l 
status o f white s bu t encouragin g bigotr y i n Black s tha t woul d neve r b e 
tolerated i n whites . "Ther e ar e th e writer s an d intellectual s an d artist s wh o 
romanticize Negroe s an d pande r t o them , assumin g a  guilt tha t i s not prop -
erly theirs . An d ther e ar e al l th e whit e liberal s wh o permi t Negroe s t o 
blackmail the m int o adoptin g a  doubl e standar d o f mora l judgement , an d 
who len d themselve s . . . t o cunnin g an d contemptuou s exploitatio n b y 
Negroes the y emplo y o r tr y t o befriend." 97 

Most o f th e N e w Yor k writer s considere d Baldwin , o n th e basi s o f hi s 
early essays , t o b e a  Blac k intellectua l i n almos t exactl y th e sam e sens e a s 
most o f the m wer e Jewish intellectuals . "A s the y [Jewis h intellectuals ] ha d 
moved ou t o f th e milie u int o th e broade r worl d o f Wester n culture , h e 
[Baldwin] ha d too , takin g hi s bearing s a s a  writer no t fro m ancestra l ethni c 
sources bu t fro m th e tradition s o f the literar y mainstream, " Podhoret z onc e 
wrote.98 Bu t The  Fire  Next  Time,  alon g wit h th e sof t respons e o f whit e 
liberals t o Baldwin' s allege d professiona l duplicity , ha d cause d Podhoret z 



The New York  Intellectuals and  Their  "Negro  Problem,"  ig^-ig66 |  11 9 

to doub t th e efficac y o f integration. Th e onl y possible solutio n t o America' s 
racial proble m tha t Podhoret z coul d imagin e wa s a  wholesale fusio n o f th e 
races throug h miscegenation . Podhoret z believe d tha t ther e shoul d b e littl e 
cause fo r distres s i n th e Blac k communit y i f thi s wer e t o happen , fo r ther e 
was littl e i n th e Blac k pas t tha t Black s shoul d wan t t o preserve : "Hi s pas t 
is a  stigma , hi s colo r i s a  stigma , an d hi s visio n o f th e futur e i s th e hop e o f 
erasing th e stigm a b y makin g colo r irrelevant , b y makin g i t disappea r a s a 
fact o f consciousness." 99 Podhoret z late r admitte d tha t hi s solutio n o f mis -
cegenation wa s rathe r naiv e since , a s Ralp h Elliso n subsequentl y pointe d 
out t o him , th e childre n o f mixe d racia l se x woul d b e considere d Black. 100 

But Podhoret z wa s no t proposin g miscegenatio n a s a  viabl e solutio n s o 
much a s h e wa s promotin g th e ide a tha t th e resul t o f racia l fusio n woul d 
be th e mos t desirabl e outcom e t o America' s racia l dilemma . I t i s perhap s 
most revealin g tha t Podhoret z ha d com e t o thi s conclusio n abou t Blac k 
culture an d th e Blac k pas t b y wa y o f hi s ow n ambivalenc e a s a  Jew. "I n 
thinking abou t th e Jew s I  hav e ofte n wondere d whethe r thei r surviva l a s 
a distinc t grou p wa s wort h on e hai r o n th e hea d o f a  single infant . Di d th e 
Jews hav e t o surviv e s o tha t si x millio n innocen t peopl e shoul d on e da y 
be burne d i n th e oven s o f Auschwitz?" 101 Podhoret z ha d earlie r recorde d 
similar feeling s abou t th e Jewis h faith . Proclaimin g th e likelihoo d o f th e 
emergence o f a  ne w religio n tha t woul d graduall y tak e ove r th e worl d an d 
displace thos e currentl y i n existence , Podhoret z reassure d th e Jewish reader s 
of Commentary  i n hi s firs t yea r a t th e hel m "tha t on e ough t t o fee l a  sens e 
of 'historica l reverence ' t o Jewish tradition , even , o r perhap s especially , i f 
one i s convince d tha t th e curtai n i s abou t t o dro p o n th e las t ac t o f a  ver y 
long play." 102 I t i s n o wonder , then , tha t a s a  Je w Podhoret z ha d fe w 
qualms abou t hi s ide a o f intermarriag e wit h Blac k Americans , wh o ar e 
predominantly Christian . Whe n h e aske d himsel f i f h e woul d wan t hi s 
daughter "t o marr y one, " Podhoret z answered , " N o , I  wouldn' t lik e i t a t 
all. I  woul d rai l an d rav e an d ran t an d tea r m y hair . An d the n I  hop e I 
would hav e th e courag e t o curs e mysel f fo r ravin g an d ranting , an d t o giv e 
her m y blessing." 103 

It shoul d b e note d tha t suc h a  positiv e vie w o f racia l mixin g appear s t o 
be a  distinguishin g characteristi c o f th e N e w Yor k critics . Miscegenatio n 
has appeare d i n th e literar y min d o f non-Jewis h whites , bu t i t ha s mostl y 
been regarde d wit h prurien t disdain . Thi s ha s been a s true o f such America n 
literary giant s a s William Dea n H o wells, Georg e Washingto n Cable , Mar k 
Twain, Willia m Faulkner , Thoma s Wolfe , an d Alla n Tat e a s i t ha s fo r out -
and-out racist s lik e Thoma s Dixon . Essentially , thes e writer s reflecte d i n 
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their wor k th e commonl y hel d notio n tha t miscegenatio n amounte d t o 
racial pollutio n an d ofte n use d th e danger s o f racia l mixin g t o justify con -
tinued racia l segregation. 104 Bu t fo r a t leas t a  fe w o f th e ambivalen t Jewis h 
intellectuals, miscegenatio n wa s see n i n a  positiv e light , holdin g fort h th e 
promise o f a  universall y accessibl e moder n cultur e tha t historica l Blac k 
stigmatization appeare d t o hav e rendere d impossible . Wherea s th e oppo -
sition t o miscegenatio n o n th e par t o f whit e gentil e writer s stemme d fro m 
the belie f i n th e purit y o f th e whit e race , th e cosmopolita n N e w Yor k 
Intellectuals wh o wrot e positivel y o f th e ide a o f racia l mixin g ar e notable , 
at leas t o n som e level , fo r thei r lac k o f concer n fo r th e sustenanc e an d 
continuity o f Jewish culture . A s on e write r recentl y pu t it , "Jewis h intel -
lectuals ofte n sa w themselve s a s prophet s o f cultura l misogyny , standin g 
above al l partie s an d peoples , transcendin g rathe r tha n imitatin g th e divi -
sions amon g others." 105 

Podhoretz's attractio n t o th e ide a o f sexua l fusio n a s a  solutio n t o th e 
American rac e proble m wa s share d b y Lesli e Fiedler , th e brillian t iconoclas t 
who ha d bee n th e firs t criti c t o identif y interracial , homosexua l lov e a s a 
central moti f i n America n literature . Fiedle r insiste d tha t withi n som e o f 
the mos t highl y regarde d America n classic s "are disturbin g sexua l overtones , 
which combin e wit h an d ar e reinforce d b y a n uneas y ambivalenc e towar d 
the proble m o f rac e relations." 106 Wher e homosexualit y contradicte d th e 
national myt h o f masculin e love , Fiedle r believed , th e whit e man' s rela -
tionship wit h th e Blac k an d th e America n India n contradicte d th e myt h o f 
equality, an d i n America n literatur e thes e tw o hypocrisie s ofte n com e to -
gether i n th e fantas y o f boyhood lov e betwee n tw o male s o f different color . 
The mos t famou s example s Fiedle r pointe d t o include d Richar d Henr y 
Dana's Two  Years  Before the Mast  (1840) , th e Leather s to eking tale s o f James 
Fenimore Coope r (1826-1841) , Herma n Melville' s Moby  Dick  (1851) , an d 
Mark Twain' s Huckleberry  Finn  (1892) . "I n Dana , i t i s th e narrator' s mel -
ancholy lov e fo r Kanaka,  Hope ; i n Cooper , th e lifelon g affectio n o f Natt y 
Bumppo an d Chingachgook ; i n Melville , Ishmael' s lov e fo r Queequeg ; i n 
Twain, Huck' s feelin g fo r Nigge r Jim." 107 Jus t a t th e momen t whe n th e 
world's grea t novel s woul d giv e u s heterosexua l passio n i n al l it s varieties , 
Fiedler argued , i n America n literatur e "w e com e instea d o n th e fugitiv e 
slave an d th e no-accoun t bo y lyin g sid e b y sid e o n a  raf t born e b y th e 
endless rive r towar d a n impossibl e escape , o r th e paria h sailo r wakin g i n 
the tattooe d arm s o f th e brow n harpoone r o n th e verg e o f thei r impossibl e 
quest."108 Th e whit e renegad e male , then , joins himsel f to th e colore d mal e 
who ha s alway s bee n a  renegade . "Behin d th e whit e America n nightmar e 
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that someday , n o longe r tourist , inheritor , o r liberator , h e wil l b e rejected , 
refused, h e dream s o f hi s acceptanc e a t th e hear t h e ha s mos t utterl y of -
fended."109 

By th e earl y 1960s , Fiedle r commente d tha t th e tas k o f mythologizin g 
the relation s betwee n Blac k American s an d white s ha d passe d t o th e Blac k 
writer, "t o th e descendant s o f Jim rathe r tha n thos e o f Huck," an d h e too k 
a positio n o n muc h o f thi s literatur e tha t wa s typica l o f tha t o f othe r N e w 
York Intellectuals . Richar d Wright' s Native  Son  was to o muc h o f a reactio n 
against th e imag e o f Uncl e T o m t o enabl e i t t o outliv e th e caus e tha t 
occasioned Wright' s wrath . "Uncl e T o m an d Bigge r Thomas , T o m an d 
anti-Tom, ar e no t ver y differen t i n th e end : wooly-haire d snivele r an d 
Black bull y bot h sacrificin g th e possibilit y o f authenticity an d ful l humanit y 
in orde r t o provid e 'satisfactio n an d security ' fo r thos e boun d t o the m b y 
ties o f mutua l terror." 110 O n Ralp h Ellison' s attemp t t o escap e th e protes t 
genre i n hi s Invisible  Man,  o n th e othe r hand , Fiedle r wrot e tha t th e boo k 
lacked authenticity . "Ellison' s invisibl e protagonis t .  .  .  seems a  secondhan d 
version o f th e Blac k ma n i n America , base d o n a  Europea n intellectual' s 
version o f th e alienate d Jew." 1 1 1 Fiedle r believe d th e Blac k America n wa s 
unable t o escap e hi s historica l condition . "A s lon g a s th e Negr o remain s a 
Negro . . . a  par t o f hi s sel f consciousness mus t b e th e consciousnes s o f ou r 
offenses agains t hi m .  . .  without a  hatre d equa l t o ou r guilt , h e woul d no t 
know himsel f fo r wha t h e is , tha t is , wha t w e mad e him." 112 

By th e mid-1960 s Fiedle r wa s beginnin g t o suspec t tha t th e ultimat e 
assimilation o f Blac k American s throug h mal e lov e an d friendshi p tha t h e 
had identifie d i n th e America n literar y traditio n wa s beginnin g t o tak e 
place, an d h e als o suspecte d tha t bot h colore d an d whit e wer e becomin g 
a "tertium  quid"  tha t mor e closel y resemble d th e whit e myth s abou t th e 
Black America n tha n i t di d th e actua l live s o f either . I n th e achievemen t 
of th e "tertiu m quo, " Fiedle r believed , th e Jew , th e middle-man , coul d 
play a  specia l role. 113 

In Fiedler' s view , suc h book s a s Norma n Mailer' s An  American  Dream 
(1965), Na t HentofF s Call  the  Keeper (1966), and Jay Neugeboren' s Big  Man 
(1966), a s well a s his ow n The  Last  Jew in  America  (1966) , indicate d tha t th e 
job o f recreatin g th e Blac k imag e awa y fro m th e ol d WAS P cliche s ha d 
now falle n t o Jewis h writers. 114 Ironically , though , Fiedle r believe d th e 
interests o f th e Je w an d th e Blac k America n wer e irreconcilable . I t ha d 
become abundantl y clea r t o Fiedle r tha t equalit y o f opportunity woul d no t 
grant everyone , particularl y thos e wh o ha d bee n brutalize d a s thoroughl y 
as Blac k American s had , a  decen t lif e o r th e possibilit y o f prosperity . Thi s 
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realization, Fiedle r thought , woul d brin g nothin g bu t despai r fo r Jews , 
whose enlightene d liberalis m woul d no w b e th e thir d religio n the y woul d 
have t o giv e up , havin g alread y los t orthodox y an d Stalinism/Trotskyism , 
all withi n th e sam e century . Bu t ther e wa s hope . O n a  plane t o Jerusalem , 
a ma n wh o worke d fo r a  Jewis h adoptio n agenc y tol d Fiedle r tha t th e 
number o f Jewish girl s givin g birt h t o illegitimat e Blac k babie s was mount -
ing spectacularly . Fiedle r ha d personall y spoke n wit h mixed-rac e couple s 
and foun d tha t mos t o f the m consiste d o f "prett y blon d Jewis h girl s an d 
Negro men. " Fro m thi s Fiedle r surmise d tha t th e Jewish girl s were breakin g 
the ol d sexua l taboo s agains t th e Blac k America n an d tha t thi s coul d ver y 
well mea n th e "beginnin g o f th e end " o f America' s racia l nightmare . A 
new mytholog y wa s bein g invente d "thoug h lik e al l ne w myth s thi s one , 
too, contain s withi n i t on e ver y old , indeed , th e myt h o f the Jewish daugh -
ter, Hadassa h .  . .  dancing nake d fo r ou r salvatio n befor e th e gentil e 
king."115 Th e onl y proble m Fiedle r coul d forese e arisin g fro m marriag e 
between Jewish girl s and Black me n wa s a n increase i n Black anti-Semitism , 
since som e Blac k radical s ha d accuse d Jewish wome n o f emasculating Blac k 
men. Bu t h e preferre d t o liv e i n th e hop e o f intermarriag e betwee n Jew s 
and Blacks , "convince d o f it s superiorit y t o al l th e wear y mythologie s o f 
mere politics." 116 

The radicalis m o f miscegenatio n a s a  solutio n t o th e rac e proble m i s 
testimony t o th e agon y Jewis h intellectual s experience d i n tryin g t o rec -
oncile th e situatio n o f the Blac k America n wit h th e exalte d ide a o f a share d 
culture, an d th e eas e wit h whic h a  fe w o f the m espouse d Jewis h inter -
marriage indicate s tha t thei r commitmen t t o Jewish distinctivenes s wa s per -
haps n o mor e intens e tha n thei r commitmen t t o Blac k distinctiveness . 

Irving Howe and the Black Writer 

The belie f tha t th e Blac k experienc e represente d a n insurmountabl e obsta -
cle t o achievin g a  trul y integrate d hig h cultur e perhap s weighe d heavies t 
on Irvin g Howe . Th e weaknesse s How e foun d i n th e wor k o f Baldwin i n 
The Fire  Next  Time  an d Another  Country  (1962) , an d o f Ralp h Elliso n i n 
Invisible Man,  convince d hi m tha t Blac k America n writer s coul d no t sta y 
true t o themselve s withou t lettin g som e measur e o f socia l protes t see p int o 
their work , an d h e addresse d th e attempt s o f both writer s t o declar e them -
selves liberate d fro m th e necessit y o f socia l protest . I n hi s widel y rea d an d 
controversial 196 3 essay , "Blac k Boy s an d Nativ e Sons, " How e gav e pow -
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erful expressio n t o th e vie w tha t th e severit y o f th e Blac k experienc e nec -
essarily proscribe d th e Blac k writer. 117 

If i t wa s true , a s Baldwi n ha d written , tha t "literatur e an d sociolog y 
were no t on e an d th e same, " the n How e fel t i t wa s als o tru e tha t on e 
"writes ou t o f on e thin g only—one' s ow n experience. " Accordingly , 
Howe wrot e i n "Blac k Boys, " "What , then , wa s th e experienc e o f a  ma n 
with a  blac k skin , wha t could  i t b e i n thi s country ? H o w coul d a  Negr o 
put pe n t o paper , ho w coul d h e s o muc h a s thin k o r breathe , withou t 
some impulsio n t o protest." 118 Th e Blac k write r mus t confron t hi s ow n 
experience i n America , How e thought , an d onl y throug h thi s confronta -
tion coul d h e achiev e tru e authenticity . Fo r Howe , Richar d Wright' s Na-
tive Son  wa s th e greates t achievemen t i n Blac k writing . "Wha t i s more, th e 
very ac t o f writin g a  novel , th e effor t t o confron t wha t Bigge r Thoma s 
means t o him , i s fo r suc h a  write r a  wa y o f dredgin g u p an d the n perhap s 
shedding th e violenc e tha t societ y ha s pounde d int o him." 119 

Howe believe d tha t i t wa s necessar y fo r Wright , a s i t wa s fo r al l Blac k 
novelists, t o fac e th e terro r an d violenc e o f th e Blac k pas t becaus e o f on e 
"primary an d inescapabl e trut h .  .  .  that violenc e i s centra l i n th e lif e o f th e 
American Negro , definin g an d cripplin g hi m wit h a  harshnes s fe w othe r 
Americans nee d suffer. " I t wa s th e necessit y t o confron t th e violenc e i n 
his lif e tha t saddle d th e Blac k write r wit h a  handica p How e fel t migh t 
ultimately kee p Blac k writer s fro m joining th e cosmopolita n worl d o f hig h 
letters. "Bigge r Thoma s ma y b e enslave d t o a  hunge r fo r violence , bu t 
anyone readin g Native  Son  wit h mer e courtes y mus t observ e th e wa y i n 
which Wright , eve n whil e yieldin g emotionall y t o Bigger' s deprivation , 
also struggle s t o transcen d it . Tha t h e di d no t full y succee d seem s obvious ; 
one ma y doub t tha t an y Negr o write r can." 120 Consisten t wit h hi s lifelon g 
belief tha t th e socia l worl d mus t sometime s imping e o n artisti c independ -
ence, How e explaine d tha t th e specia l circumstance s a t han d necessitate d 
a differen t standar d o f judgment. "T o sa y this, " wrot e Howe , "i s no t t o 
propose th e condescensio n o f exemptin g Negr o writer s fro m mora l judge-
ment, bu t t o sugges t th e term s o f understanding , an d stil l more , th e term s 
of hesitatio n fo r makin g a  judgement." 1 2 1 

The discomfor t How e fel t wit h employin g specia l criteri a fo r th e judg -
ment o f Blac k literatur e becam e apparen t b y hi s qualifyin g hesitance . H e 
agreed tha t Baldwi n ha d score d a  majo r poin t whe n h e criticize d protes t 
novels fo r cuttin g awa y th e positiv e dimensio n o f Blac k life ; h e als o ac -
knowledged tha t th e postur e o f militanc e exacte d a  heav y pric e fro m th e 
writer, a  price tha t include s th e reader' s inclinatio n t o believ e tha t i n Blac k 
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life "ther e exist s n o tradition , n o fiel d o f manners , n o possibilit y o f ritua l 
or intercourse." 122 Bu t i n hi s equivocation , How e atteste d t o hi s belie f i n 
the primac y o f th e socia l worl d i n th e affai r a t hand . "Al l on e ca n ask , b y 
way o f reply , i s whether th e refusa l t o struggl e ma y no t exac t a  stil l greate r 
price."123 

Ralph Elliso n registere d o n Howe' s consciousnes s becaus e o f his allege d 
attempt t o den y o r escap e hi s experienc e a s a  Black America n i n hi s nove l 
Invisible Man  an d i n comment s h e ha d mad e afte r receivin g th e Nationa l 
Book Awar d i n January o f 1953 . O n thi s occasio n Elliso n sai d o f Invisible 
Man that , i n orde r fo r th e nove l t o full y captur e Americ a fo r it s "ric h 
diversity" an d "magica l fluidit y an d freedom, " h e ha d bee n force d "t o 
conceive o f a  nove l unburdene d b y th e narro w naturalis m whic h ha s led , 
after s o man y triumphs , t o th e fina l an d unrelieve d despai r whic h mark s 
so muc h o f ou r curren t fiction." 124 

In "Blac k Boys, " How e argue d tha t Invisible  Man  wa s a  "brillian t bu t 
flawed achievement, " whic h stoo d wit h Native  Son  a s th e majo r work s 
composed b y Blac k Americans , an d th e on e nove l tha t cam e closes t t o a 
nonprotest novel . Th e stor y o f th e journe y fro m Sout h t o Nor t h o f th e 
young Blac k boy , fro m childhoo d humiliation s a t th e hand s o f whites , t o 
a Souther n Blac k college , fro m jo b t o jo b i n th e North , an d finall y int o 
the hand s o f th e Harle m Communists , avoide d "fo r lon g stretches " th e 
formula o f protes t tha t Baldwi n ha d eloquentl y described , ye t wa s no t s o 
perfectly fre e fro m th e "ideologica l an d emotiona l penalties " suffere d b y 
Black American s i n th e Unite d States . Th e brillianc e o f th e nove l wa s 
Ellison's "ric h an d wil d inventiveness " an d hi s abilit y t o captur e th e "hid -
den gloo m an d surfac e gaiet y o f Negr o life. " Bu t Elliso n coul d no t avoi d 
getting caugh t u p i n th e "ide a o f th e Negro. " Wha t irke d How e mos t wa s 
the hero' s assertio n a t th e en d o f th e novel , a s h e "find s h imsel f i n som e 
unspecified way , tha t "m y worl d ha s becom e on e o f infinit e possibilities. " 
Howe calle d thi s techniqu e o f proclaiming self-liberatio n a  favorite strateg y 
of th e 1950 s bu t a  strateg y tha t "violate s th e realitie s o f socia l life , th e 
interplay betwee n externa l condition s an d persona l will. " I t was impossible , 
Howe felt , t o defin e one' s individualit y withou t dealin g with socia l barrier s 
that stoo d i n th e way . "Freedo m ca n b e fough t for , bu t i t canno t alway s 
be wille d o r asserte d int o existence . An d i t seem s hardl y a n acciden t tha t 
even a s Ellison's her o assert s th e 'infinit e possibilities ' h e make s n o attemp t 
to specif y them." 125 

Howe's contentio n tha t Baldwi n an d Elliso n masquerade d a s "Nativ e 
Sons" t o hid e th e fac t tha t the y wer e "Blac k Boys " evoke d a  repl y o f 
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considerable dept h an d authorit y fro m Ellison , whic h appeare d i n The  New 
Leader.126 Elliso n rebuke d How e sharply , statin g tha t th e casua l reade r 
would interpre t How e a s sayin g tha t th e Blac k America n i s a  livin g em -
bodiment o f hell . "H e seem s neve r t o hav e considered, " wrot e Elliso n o f 
Howe, tha t "America n Negr o lif e . . . i s als o a  discipline . .  .  .  There i s a 
fullness, eve n a  richnes s here ; an d her e despit e th e realitie s o f politics , 
perhaps, bu t nevertheles s her e an d real . Becaus e i t i s a  huma n life." 127 

Claiming th e righ t t o polyvocalit y tha t th e Jewish intellectual s claime d fo r 
themselves, Elliso n wondere d why , i f How e believe d Wrigh t ha d a n au -
thentic Blac k America n tone , tha t wa s th e only  authenti c Blac k tone . "H e 
[Wright] ha d hi s memorie s an d I  have mine , just a s I  suppose Irvin g How e 
has his." 128 

As hi s repl y t o How e unfolded , i t becam e obviou s tha t Elliso n ha d 
attempted t o clai m fo r th e Blac k write r th e rol e o f th e cosmopolita n in -
tellectual tha t ha d appeale d s o muc h t o th e Jewish writer s an d tha t a  suc -
ceeding generatio n o f Blac k critic s woul d tr y t o retriev e afte r th e Blac k 
Arts movemen t o f th e 1960s. 129 Elliso n insiste d tha t hi s literar y ancestor s 
were Tolstoy , Hemingway , Marx , T . S . Eliot , Pound , an d Andr e Malraux , 
more s o eve n tha n Richar d Wright , an d h e pleade d fo r hi s wor k t o b e 
judged b y thos e hig h standard s o f moder n culture . " I ca n onl y as k tha t m y 
fiction b e judged a s art ; i f i t fails , i t fail s aesthetically , no t becaus e I  di d o r 
did no t figh t som e ideologica l battle, " Elliso n wrote . I t i s wort h notin g 
that, whil e How e neve r identifie d himsel f a s a  Je w i n hi s essay , Elliso n 
took th e libert y o f doin g so . "Thu s I  fel t uncomfortable, " Elliso n wrote , 
"whenever I  discove r Jewis h intellectual s writin g a s thoug h the y wer e 
guilty o f enslaving m y grandparents , o r a s though th e Jews wer e responsibl e 
for th e syste m o f segregation . No t onl y d o the y hav e enoug h trouble s o f 
their own , a s th e sayin g goes , bu t Negroe s kno w thi s onl y to o well." 130 

Howe, i n th e word s o f th e criti c Danie l Aaron , di d no t believ e th e 
Black write r coul d g o th e rout e o f othe r ethni c America n writer s i n passin g 
from "hyphenation " t o "dehyphenation, " i n whic h minorit y writer s pas s 
from th e peripher y t o th e cente r o f society , "viewin g i t n o les s critically , 
perhaps, bu t mor e knowingly. " Speakin g o f Howe , Aaro n wrot e tha t 
"Even th e well-wisher s o f th e Negro , i t seemed , wer e imprisone d b y thei r 
liberal stereotypes , assertin g unequivocall y tha t al l Negroe s ha d identica l 
experiences, bor e th e sam e psychi c wounds , suffere d th e sam e slight s an d 
irritations." "B y th e sam e logic, " Aaro n continued , "th e Jew wa s someho w 
betraying himsel f an d Jewr y i n th e ac t o f transcendin g hi s Jewishness." 131 

Omitted fro m Aaron' s critique , however , wa s Howe' s explici t declaratio n 
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that th e Black experienc e i n America wa s so different i n kind fro m tha t o f 
the Jews, o r o f any othe r group , tha t i t was impossible fo r a  Black to wor k 
outside o f that experience , wherea s a  Jewish write r i n Americ a quit e pos -
sibly could . 

It is here that Ellison's statement that Howe had been identifying himsel f 
with th e whit e powe r structur e b y assumin g a  guilt  fo r Blac k miser y fo r 
which Jews ca n no t properly be blamed take s on rea l meaning. Ellison had 
written tha t thi s phenomeno n wa s typica l o f Jewish intellectual s an d tha t 
it wa s unfortunate , becaus e h e considere d "th e Unite d State s free r politi -
cally an d riche r culturall y becaus e ther e wer e Jewish American s t o brin g 
to i t th e benefi t o f their specia l forms o f dissent." 132 Bu t h e di d no t allo w 
for th e possibilit y tha t Howe' s identificatio n wit h th e sufferin g o f Blac k 
Americans itsel f constitute d a  specia l for m o f Jewish dissent . A s Cynthi a 
Ozick ha s written o f the Howe-Elliso n exchange , How e may  indeed hav e 
been unconsciousl y identifying , a s Ellison ha d charged , bu t i t was as a Jew 
and no t wit h th e whit e powe r structure . "Howe' s cal l fo r th e 'impulsio n 
to protest ' wa s no t a  matte r o f burn t cork, " wrot e Ozick ; "h e wa s no t 
coming o n a s a  make-believe Negr o (an d certainl y no t a s a make-believ e 
member o f the 'powe r structure') , but rathe r as a Jew responding implicitly 
and naturally—i.e., vicariously—to a n urgent moment i n history, applying 
to tha t momen t th e 'benefi t o f [his ] specia l form o f dissent. ' " 133 

It i s probably appropriat e her e t o rea d Howe' s critiqu e i n th e contex t 
of hi s lifelon g struggl e wit h Jewish identity , fo r How e obviousl y fel t tha t 
his ow n experienc e a s a Jew mad e fa r les s o f an impression upo n hi s con -
sciousness a s a  writer tha n Ellison' s experienc e a s a  Black ma n ha d mad e 
on his . Whe n socialis m reache d a n impass e i n th e postwa r years , How e 
said tha t hi s "reconques t o f Jewishness" ha d becom e a n importan t projec t 
in his life. But even Howe could not explain what this "reconquest" meant . 
"I had no aptitud e fo r religion , little taste for nationalism, an d rarely a wish 
to go back to old neighborhoods." Howe explained that Jewish intellectuals 
like himsel f i n th e postwa r perio d "wer e livin g throug h a  confused expe -
rience o f self-acceptance .  . .  we wer e no w learnin g to accep t th e eas e that 
might com e fro m acknowledgmen t an d eve n takin g pleasur e i n tie s wit h 
a pas t that , i n an y case , ha d becom e a n integra l par t o f our being. " "His -
tory," h e wrote , "wa s handin g ou t crue l blows , teachin g crue l lessons."134 

When How e died , i n 1993 , hi s frien d an d criti c Leo n Wieseltie r wrot e 
that h e coul d no t coun t th e numbe r o f breakfasts ove r whic h How e ha d 
lamented th e declin e o f th e secula r Jewish world . H e ha d live d wit h th e 
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feeling tha t h e wa s a  "ma n withou t contemporaries, " Wieseltie r wrote. 135 

Not eve n hi s substantia l commitmen t t o th e translatio n o f Yiddish literatur e 
enabled hi m t o "solv e .  .  .  the proble m o f 'Jewishness'." 136 Howe' s vie w o f 
Jewish cultur e a s a  reli c o f th e pas t i s reveale d b y hi s comment s regardin g 
the overwhelmin g popula r receptio n o f hi s landmar k histor y o f th e Jewis h 
immigrant worl d o f N e w York' s Lowe r Eas t Side , World  of  Our  Fathers 
(1976). Man y Jew s turne d t o thi s book , How e felt , becaus e i t provide d a 
fragment o f a  pas t n o longe r availabl e t o them , upo n whic h the y coul d 
sentimentally faste n a  fadin g nationa l o r religiou s identity . "Som e o f thi s 
turning bac k strike s m e a s a  las t hurra h o f nostalgia . Eac h day , necessarily , 
it keep s gettin g weake r an d sillier." 137 I t i s instructive t o not e i n thi s respec t 
that, eve n fo r th e purpose s o f hi s debat e wit h Ellison , How e remaine d 
insistent ove r th e year s tha t h e di d no t approac h th e discussio n fro m an y 
particular Jewish standpoint , that , i n othe r words , whil e Elliso n coul d no t 
help writin g fro m hi s Blackness , h e himsel f wa s fre e t o choos e th e len s 
through whic h h e viewe d th e world. 138 Give n th e discomfor t How e ex -
perienced wit h definin g hi s Jewishness , i t i s no t unreasonabl e t o assum e 
that hi s vie w o f th e Blac k write r an d hi s predicamen t wa s informe d b y hi s 
own sens e o f Jewish los s an d tha t i t wa s no t wit h condescensio n bu t wit h 
envy tha t h e looke d a t th e Blac k writer , who , a t leas t fo r th e tim e being , 
would no t hav e t o engag e th e crypti c force s o f los s an d remembrance . 
Perhaps How e fel t tha t th e anxiousnes s o f Ellison an d Baldwin t o announc e 
their liberatio n fro m th e historica l pressure s o f th e Blac k experienc e wa s 
not onl y a  literar y impossibilit y bu t a  persona l impropriet y a s well . 

Be tha t a s i t may , th e onl y thin g tha t ca n b e sai d wit h certaint y abou t 
the Howe-Elliso n exchang e i s tha t i t reflecte d th e difficult y a  "Jewis h in -
tellectual wit h cosmopolita n tastes " ha d i n determinin g th e boundar y lin e 
between th e pressure s o f th e socia l worl d an d art . How e himsel f admitte d 
to havin g bee n guilt y o f wagin g hi s ow n persona l battl e ove r th e poin t 
where ethnicit y end s an d ar t begin s i n hi s bou t wit h Ellison . B y th e earl y 
1960s, afte r th e Blac k Art s movemen t ha d rejecte d Ellison' s poin t o f vie w 
in favo r o f a  nationalis t an d separatis t styl e i n Blac k writing , How e sheep -
ishly acknowledge d victor y bu t concede d tha t hi s ow n vie w ha d bee n 
mired i n indecisiveness . "M y vie w tha t th e Negr o writer , whil e trappe d i n 
a historica l situatio n tha t make s protes t al l bu t unavoidable , nevertheles s 
seeks t o fin d way s o f mediatin g betwee n th e gros s historica l pressure s tha t 
surround him " woul d strik e th e literar y intellectual s "a s a  toke n o f equiv -
ocation, i f no t worse." 139 
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Blacks and Jews in American Intellectual Life 

The Blac k American , bot h i n th e literar y worl d an d i n th e socia l world , 
posed a  majo r obstacl e t o th e cosmopolita n idea l cherishe d b y th e N e w 
York Intellectuals . Th e cosmopolita n idea l wa s antithetica l t o th e "cultura l 
populism" fostere d b y th e Communist s o f th e 1930s , whic h ha d emerge d 
again i n th e 1960s , givin g lif e t o th e ide a tha t cultura l an d socia l minorities , 
such a s Blac k Americans , ethni c groups , gays , an d women , coul d achiev e 
cultural enfranchisemen t throug h th e validation o f their group membership . 
As on e schola r describe d thi s frictio n betwee n intellectua l viewpoints , cul -
tural "productio n cam e t o b e value d no t fo r it s aestheti c o r intellectua l 
distinction bu t fo r it s representativ e powers . .  . .  The N e w Yor k Intellec -
tuals als o face d th e proble m o f cultura l enfranchisement , b u t . .  .  [t]he y 
looked fo r enfranchisement . .  .  through th e entr y int o th e alread y existin g 
universality o f Europea n culture." 140 

Unable t o countenanc e th e though t o f living i n a  world wher e a  share d 
culture wa s no t possible , an d full y awar e o f th e insurmountabl e natur e o f 
America's rac e problem , th e Jewish cosmopolitan s negotiate d th e rac e crisi s 
in a  variety o f ways . Irvin g How e believe d that , a t leas t fo r th e tim e being , 
Black writer s woul d continu e t o b e shackle d t o th e Blac k past , unabl e t o 
achieve literar y authenticit y withou t firs t "protesting " agains t socia l con -
ditions, an d prohibite d fro m reachin g th e tru e aestheti c height s o f cultura l 
modernism. Norma n Podhoret z an d Lesli e Fiedle r dreame d o f washin g 
away th e Blac k experienc e an d it s scars—benevolently , t o b e sure , bu t 
away nevertheless—throug h th e surrea l solutio n o f miscegenation . What -
ever els e on e ca n sa y abou t thes e attempt s t o dea l wit h America' s rac e 
problem, the y deepl y reflecte d th e Jewish ambivalenc e o f the cosmopolita n 
intellectuals. Tha t America n intellectua l lif e woul d on e da y becom e a s dis -
connected an d fractiou s a s som e o f th e Jewis h cosmopolitan s feare d i t 
would i s perhap s no t a s significan t a s th e eas e wit h whic h som e o f the m 
approved o f marryin g of f Jewish daughter s t o preserv e tha t ideal . 

Before on e rushe s t o judgment , however , i t i s necessar y t o vie w th e 
Jewish ambivalenc e o f th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s an d th e approac h the y 
took toward s rac e an d cultur e i n ligh t o f th e realitie s o f Jewish lif e i n th e 
United States . Th e histor y o f th e Jew s i n America n literatur e befor e th e 
1940s an d 1950 s i s instructive i n forgin g a n understandin g o f thi s phenom -
enon. Whil e ther e wer e a  fe w celebrate d individual s lik e Abraha m Caha n 
and Ludwi g Lewisohn , America n Jews playe d onl y a  tiny, unimportan t rol e 
in America n letter s befor e th e war . Moreover , th e rol e tha t thes e isolate d 
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individuals di d pla y ha d littl e t o d o wit h thei r bein g Jewish bu t rathe r wa s 
related t o thei r havin g learne d t o "pass. " Norma n Podhoret z ha s writte n 
that th e abilit y t o operat e i n a n unobtrusive manne r withi n accepte d literar y 
terms ma y hav e bee n a  prerequisite fo r thi s kin d o f passing.141 I n th e 1930s , 
there wer e a  numbe r o f talente d Jewis h writer s i n th e Unite d States , bu t 
their wor k wa s stil l confine d t o th e experienc e o f the Jewish ghetto , whic h 
served t o prohibi t it s wide r appeal . Bu t th e declin e o f anti-Semitis m an d 
the greate r acculturatio n o f Jew s afte r Worl d Wa r I I serve d t o creat e a 
tension betwee n th e promis e o f assimilatio n an d th e lif e o f th e immigran t 
past tha t wa s distinctl y American , a  tensio n throug h whic h America n Jew -
ish writer s wer e abl e t o fin d thei r entranc e int o th e literar y imagination . 
The Jewish imaginatio n b y itsel f was no t capabl e o f weighing o n th e Amer -
ican literar y conscienc e i n an y significan t way . I t had firs t t o b e transforme d 
before i t coul d resonat e widely . I t i s true tha t th e famou s Jewish triumvirat e 
of Sau l Bellow , Bernar d Malamud , an d Phili p R o t h ha s bee n give n al l th e 
highest honor s tha t America n letter s ca n besto w upo n a  writer . Bu t work s 
by thes e author s hav e ha d a n appea l tha t i s tie d t o thei r transitiona l nature , 
the wa y the y hav e gon e abou t explorin g th e circumstance s surroundin g 
the transformatio n o f the Jews fro m a  foreign immigran t peopl e t o a  nativ e 
American one : the y therefor e d o no t reall y qualif y a s reflection s o f au -
thentic Jewishnes s o r o f a  vibran t Jewis h culture. 142 Perhap s i t i s no t sur -
prising, then , tha t th e Blac k American , th e sociall y mos t margina l ye t his -
torically mos t integra l American , find s hi s wa y int o s o man y storie s an d 
novels b y America n Jews . Whethe r i t b e th e littl e Blac k bo y i n Roth ' s 
Goodbye Columbus,  th e Blac k (Jewish ) ange l i n Malamud' s "Ange l Levine, " 
the young Blac k feminis t i n Jo Sinclair' s The  Changelings,  th e militan t write r 
Willie Spearmin t i n Malamud' s The  Tenants,  th e Blac k pickpocke t i n Bel -
low's Mr.  Sampler's  Planet,  o r th e heroi c ghett o yout h i n Edwar d Loui s 
Wallant's The  Pawnbroker,  th e Blac k characte r o r th e them e o f rac e repre -
sents a n effor t b y th e autho r t o engag e a  peopl e organicall y connecte d t o 
the Unite d States . Give n th e precariousnes s o f his own cultura l foundations , 
it wa s incumben t upo n th e America n Jewis h novelis t t o loo k outsid e hi s 
tradition fo r literar y sustenance , an d h e ofte n foun d it , predictably , i n th e 
Black America n an d hi s might y epic . I n th e word s o f Ralph Ellison , "wha t 
the Jewish America n write r ha d t o lear n befor e h e coul d fin d hi s place wa s 
the American-nes s o f hi s experience . H e ha d t o se e himsel f a s America n 
and projec t hi s Jewis h experienc e a s a n experienc e unfoldin g withi n thi s 
pluralistic society." 143 

While i t i s tru e tha t th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s ma y no t hav e playe d a 
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large rol e i n helpin g t o sustai n o r t o reinven t America n Jewish culture , on e 
can onl y wonde r wha t coul d hav e bee n achieve d ha d the y adopte d suc h a 
project a s thei r own . I t i s usefu l i n thi s regar d t o explor e th e fat e o f thos e 
"other" twentieth-centur y N e w Yor k Jewis h intellectual s fo r w h o m Jew -
ishness wa s indee d centra l an d t o who m a  volume o f essays  ha s bee n ded -
icated.144 Wit h th e benefi t o f hindsight , i t no w appear s tha t th e cultura l 
impact, o n bot h America n Jewis h lif e an d th e broade r cultura l lif e o f th e 
United States , o f thes e "Jewish " Jewis h intellectual s ha s bee n perhap s n o 
greater, an d possibl y somewha t less , tha n th e cultura l impac t o f th e N e w 
York Intellectual s wh o di d no t mak e Jewishnes s centra l t o thei r work . 
These ar e th e "afFinatively " Jewish intellectual s wh o wrot e fo r suc h journals 
as th e Jewish  Frontier  an d th e Menorah  Journal  an d who , unlik e thei r cos -
mopolitan counterpart s a t Partisan  Review an d Commentary,  wer e celebrate d 
not b y gentile s an d "non-Jewish " Jew s bu t b y th e internationa l Jewis h 
community tha t ha d "remaine d withi n th e perimete r o f Zionism, Yiddish -
ism, Judaism, an d Jewish cultur e i n it s infinit e variety." 145 Thes e "Jewish " 
Jewish intellectual s include d th e Labo r Zionist s Hayi m Greenberg , Be n 
Halpern, an d Mari e Syrkin ; th e Menorah  Journal edito r Henr y Hurwitz ; th e 
Yiddishist Mauric e Samuel ; th e militan t Zionis t Ludwi g Lewisohn ; an d th e 
theologians Mordeca i Kaplan , Wil l Herberg , an d Milto n Steinberg , al l 
writers wh o mad e Judaism o r Jewishness th e definin g mar k o f thei r intel -
lectual pursuits . Thes e intellectual s wer e "nominatively " Jews, an d th e cen -
tral them e underlyin g th e volum e dedicate d t o the m i s that , whil e th e 
"Jewish" Jewish intellectual s hav e no t garnere d th e widesprea d recognitio n 
of thei r cosmopolita n counterparts , thei r wor k i s perhap s mor e worth y o f 
preservation becaus e o f it s peculiarl y Jewis h nature . "Th e effor t i s a  ver y 
Jewish one, " write s th e edito r Carol e Kessne r o f th e purpos e fo r he r vol -
ume The  "Other"  New  York  Jewish Intellectuals:  "commitmen t t o th e pres -
ervation o f th e worth y pas t an d it s incorporatio n int o th e presen t fo r th e 
sake o f th e future." 146 Kessne r acknowledge s tha t i n thi s endeavo r sh e ha s 
been influence d b y th e wor k o f th e autho r an d criti c Cynthi a Ozick . I n 
her famou s critiqu e o f Jewish cosmopolitans , Ozic k defende d Jewish writer s 
with a  stron g Jewish consciousnes s o n th e ground s tha t thei r achievement s 
are generall y longe r lastin g an d serv e t o strengthe n Jewish culture. 147 

But th e fat e o f Jewis h cultur e an d Jewis h intellectual s i n th e Unite d 
States ma y b e mor e complicate d tha n Ozic k presumes , an d he r assumptio n 
that th e specificall y Jewish wor k o f Jewish writer s wil l surviv e amon g Jews, 
if no t amon g th e genera l public , appear s no w t o b e a  shak y proposition . 
Ozick's premis e seem s t o depen d o n th e surviva l o f a  thrivin g Jewish cul -
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ture, on e wit h stron g attachment s t o th e Jewish past . Bu t i n a  United State s 
where th e Yiddis h languag e ha s al l bu t disappeare d an d th e knowledg e o f 
Hebrew i s no t muc h greater , i n wha t meaningfu l wa y wil l th e wor k o f 
secular Yiddishist s an d Hebraist s b e remembered? 148 Wit h th e focu s o f 
world Zionis m no w shifte d t o th e stat e o f Israel , wha t i s th e appea l fo r 
American Jews i n th e work s o f American Zionist s like Ben Halpern , Hayi m 
Greenberg, Mari e Syrian , Ludwi g Lewisohn , an d Mauric e Samuel , al l o f 
whom preferre d t o liv e ou t thei r live s i n diaspora ? Wha t segmen t o f th e 
Jewish communit y ca n no w loo k fo r inspiratio n t o th e wor k o f Trude -
Weiss Rosmarin , th e long-tim e iconoclasti c edito r o f th e Jewish Spectator, 
or t o Henr y Hurwitz , th e edito r o f th e long-disbande d Menorah  Journal, a 
periodical whos e primar y Jewis h interes t wa s anti-Semitis m a t hom e an d 
in Europe? 149 I t i s tru e tha t Mordeca i Kaplan , th e founde r o f Reconstruc -
tionism, a  religiou s philosoph y tha t emphasize s community , remain s a 
prominent an d provocativ e figur e i n America n Jewis h thought , an d ther e 
can b e n o doub t tha t th e Jewis h theolog y o f th e one-tim e Communist , 
Will Herber g constitute s on e o f th e mos t provocativ e philosophica l ap -
proaches t o twentieth-centur y Judaism. 150 Nevertheless , mos t o f th e affir -
matively Jewish intellectual s feature d i n Kessner' s volum e see m t o b e pos -
sessed o f concern s fro m a  differen t tim e period , issue s peculia r t o a  specifi c 
generation o f immigran t intellectual s traine d i n Europea n universitie s bu t 
unable t o fin d a n intellectua l nich e i n th e Unite d States . Mos t o f thes e 
Jewish intellectual s wer e immerse d i n th e busines s o f creatin g o r sustainin g 
support fo r a  Jewish state , o f championing th e Yiddish language , o f definin g 
an America n pluralis m i n whic h Jewis h expressio n woul d b e acceptable , 
or i n reaffirmin g a  Jewish relationshi p wit h Go d afte r th e Holocaust , al l 
worthy project s that , excep t fo r post-Holocaus t theology , ar e n o longe r 
sufficient t o inspir e a  Jewish communit y languishin g i n th e cultura l malais e 
of th e 1990s . A s th e Jewish historia n Henr y Feingol d ha s writte n o f thes e 
"Jewy" Jews, no t onl y di d the y pa y thei r pric e i n fam e b y confinin g them -
selves t o th e Jewish arena , bu t thi s aren a itsel f was fas t fading . "Th e 'other ' 
intellectuals live d a t th e tai l en d o f a  dyin g culture." 151 

It i s wit h thi s i n min d tha t th e wor k o f th e cosmopolita n N e w Yor k 
Intellectuals mus t b e evaluated . Th e historica l force s o f freedom an d assim -
ilation tha t operate d o n th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s ar e th e sam e historica l 
forces tha t continu e t o operat e o n th e America n Jewis h psyche , probabl y 
to a  far greate r exten t tha n th e cultura l force s o f Yiddish, Hebrew , o r eve n 
Zionism. I n thi s sens e th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s spok e directl y t o th e 
primary questio n facin g mos t America n Jew s a t th e en d o f th e twentiet h 
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century: ho w ca n on e b e Jewish i n a  free, secula r society ? I f the N e w Yor k 
Intellectuals chos e t o emphasiz e thei r ow n transitio n fro m bein g Jewish t o 
being Jewish American , i t wa s becaus e th e tensio n cause d b y tha t transitio n 
was availabl e t o the m a s th e mos t prepossessin g componen t o f thei r Jew -
ishness. 

That th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s themselve s wer e unabl e t o resolv e th e 
tension betwee n universalis m an d particularis m put s the m i n th e compan y 
of just abou t everyon e els e wh o ha s tried , perhap s becaus e tha t i s th e kin d 
of tensio n tha t neve r reall y dissipates. 152 Perhap s thei r greates t indiscretio n 
was no t recognizin g th e powe r o f ethni c identit y a s a  dynami c an d chang -
ing phenomeno n tha t nee d no t hav e restricte d thei r idea s abou t modernis m 
and culture . Th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s wer e wel l awar e o f th e multipl e 
meanings create d b y th e peculiarl y moder n dilemm a o f "double conscious -
ness." The y knew , perhap s bette r tha n anyon e else , tha t i n th e contem -
porary worl d on e ca n hav e multipl e identitie s an d liv e i n a  voi d betwee n 
two cultures . Bu t fe w o f the m eve r looke d t o ethnicit y fo r th e creatio n o f 
new artisti c form s o r innovations . I t i s fo r thi s reason , perhaps , tha t th e 
three N e w Yor k Intellectual s highlighte d i n thi s study—Irvin g Howe , 
Norman Podhoretz , an d Lesli e Fiedler—al l proffere d th e belie f i n late r 
writings that , wit h th e completio n o f the Jews' transitio n fro m bein g Jewish 
to bein g American , America n Jewis h writin g disappeare d a s a  significan t 
genre i n America n literature. 153 

This i s also probabl y th e reaso n that , whe n N e w Yor k Intellectual s hav e 
decided t o retur n t o thei r Jewish roots , a s i n th e cas e o f Alfre d Kazin' s A 
Walker in  the  City  o r i n Irvin g Howe' s World  of  Our  Fathers,  i t ha s usuall y 
been i n th e for m o f nostalgi c remembrance s o f a  tim e lon g past . A s How e 
has writte n o f th e popularit y o f World  of  Our  Fathers,  perhap s i t enable d 
Jews "t o cas t a n affectionat e backwar d glanc e a t th e worl d o f thei r father s 
before turnin g thei r back s upo n i t foreve r an d movin g on . .  .  .  My boo k 
was no t a  beginning , i t wa s stil l anothe r ste p t o th e end." 154 

But i f th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s wer e no t sufficientl y visionar y t o 
foresee th e possibilit y o f a  Jewish literatur e i n th e Unite d State s beyon d 
the ghetto s the y ha d lef t behind , thi s was because o f the compromise s they , 
as Jewish writer s i n America , wer e force d t o mak e befor e broa d publi c 
recognition coul d b e bestowe d upo n them , compromise s tha t Black writer s 
in th e Unite d States , t o retur n t o ou r openin g analogy , wer e no t force d t o 
make t o obtai n simila r recognition . On e mus t indee d compar e th e fate s o f 
the cosmopolita n Jewish intellectual s wit h tha t o f Black intellectual s i n th e 
United State s to full y appreciat e th e term s upo n whic h acceptanc e o f Jewish 
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writers an d critic s ha s bee n predicated . Norma n Podhoret z ha s pointed ou t 
that Ludwi g Lewisoh n cease d bein g o f an y importanc e i n th e America n 
literary worl d afte r h e becam e a  militan t Zionis t an d tha t hi s declin e wa s 
in dramati c contras t t o th e skyrocketin g fam e an d acclai m tha t James Bald -
win experience d whe n h e underwen t hi s conversio n t o Blac k nationalis m 
with The  Fire  Next  Time. 155 Thi s contras t betwee n th e fate s o f Blac k an d 
Jewish writer s i n th e Unite d State s continue s today . Th e Blac k intellectual s 
who ar e no w bein g compare d t o th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s hav e rise n t o 
prominence havin g firs t distinguishe d themselve s b y thei r analysi s o f racia l 
subjects. A s Henr y Loui s Gate s Jr . ha s written , "i t i s th e birthrigh t o f th e 
Black write r tha t hi s experiences , howeve r personal , ar e automaticall y his -
torical."156 Thus , Corne l Wes t become s a  bes t selle r wit h hi s boo k Race 
Matters (1993) , an d bel l hook s rise s t o prominenc e wit h he r boo k o n race , 
feminism, an d cultur e Outlaw  Culture  (1994) , a s d o Derric k Bel l wit h hi s 
mordant loo k o n rac e relation s i n th e Unite d States , Faces  at the  Bottom  of 
the Well  (1992) , an d Michae l Eri c Dyso n wit h Making  Malcolm:  The  Myth 
and Meaning  of  Malcolm X  (1995) . B y contrast , th e N e w Yor k Intellectual s 
had t o firs t gai n prominenc e b y writin g book s o n non-Jewis h subjec t mat -
ter befor e the y wer e afforde d th e prestig e commensurat e wit h thei r talent . 
Alfred Kazi n ha d firs t t o writ e hi s sweepin g surve y o f American literature , 
On Native  Grounds  (1942) , befor e h e coul d b e comfortabl e writin g New 
York Jew  (1978) . Irvin g How e ha d t o writ e William  Faulkner:  A  Critical 
Study (1962 ) befor e World  of  Our  Fathers  (1976), Norma n Podhoret z Doings 
and Undoings:  American  Writing  in  the  Fifties  and  After  (1963 ) befor e Making 
It (1968) , an d Lione l Trillin g The  Liberal  Imagination (1950 ) befor e "Words -
worth an d th e Rabbis " (1955) . A s th e schola r an d criti c Ru t h Wiss e ha s 
written o f th e earl y N e w Yor k Intellectuals , th e "failur e o f thi s predomi -
nantly Jewish intellectua l communit y t o addres s th e pligh t o f th e Jews wa s 
as pronounced a s it s successfu l advancemen t int o th e mainstrea m o f Amer -
ican culture." 157 

What, then , i s on e t o mak e o f th e N e w Yor k Intellectuals , thes e Jewish 
writers wh o seeme d t o kno w implicitl y tha t ther e wer e certai n condition s 
that ha d t o b e me t befor e thei r wor k coul d garne r widesprea d publi c in -
terest? Whil e th e recor d o f the cosmopolitan s i s nowhere nea r a s admirabl e 
as tha t o f th e "Jewish " Jewish intellectual s i n area s o f specifi c Jewis h con -
cern, particularl y wit h regar d t o th e Holocaus t an d suppor t fo r th e stat e o f 
Israel, the y di d deal , i n a  singularl y skille d an d nobl e fashion , wit h th e 
larger questio n o f bein g bot h Jewis h an d American . Th e N e w Yor k In -
tellectuals allowe d generation s o f Jewish intellectual s an d educate d la y peo -
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pie t o sustai n thei r sens e o f Jewishness b y creatin g a n independen t intel -
lectual communit y tha t brough t th e highes t critica l standard s t o bea r o n 
questions o f intens e importanc e t o America n Jews afflicte d wit h th e de -
mentia o f doubl e consciousness . A s on e Ne w Yor k Intellectua l describe d 
the virtu e o f Commentary  magazine , "on e could , i t seemed , b e activel y 
Jewish just by reading about th e Jews' history , debating the place in cultur e 
of Jewish ritua l law , o r discernin g th e America n 'emancipation ' i n th e 
elegance o f th e magazine' s prose." 158 Thi s mus t b e recognize d a s a  nove l 
contribution no t onl y t o Jewish lif e i n th e Unite d State s bu t t o th e entir e 
idea o f ethnic identit y an d acculturation i n a  free society . I f the New Yor k 
Intellectuals lef t th e womb o f the Jewish immigrant ghetto s to make names 
for themselves , onl y t o retur n t o thei r root s t o fin d the m burie d i n in -
creasingly shallo w soil , they shoul d a t least be credite d wit h comin g close r 
than anyon e els e has before o r since to bridging the void tha t separate s th e 
Jewish fro m th e American . 



The Unbearabl e "Whiteness " o f 
Being Jewis h 
The Jewish Approach toward  Black  Power, 
1967-1972 

[The Jew] ca n comprehen d th e Blac k struggl e bu t onl y i n th e 
context o f his ow n . . . i t i s time tha t h e realiz e tha t he , no t today' s 
Black, i s the invisibl e man . —M . Jay Rosenber g 

I hesitat e t o sa y thi s because I  know i t wil l b e misunderstood , i t 
doesn't com e easil y t o m y tongue—[Jew s shoul d have ] just a  little 
self-pride, t o fee l tha t i t i s an hono r t o b e amon g th e victim s o f ou r 
century. —Irvin g How e 

For man y America n Jews , th e lat e 1960 s signale d th e en d o f 
one er a an d th e beginnin g o f another . O n th e on e hand , th e passag e o f 
the tw o mos t comprehensiv e civi l right s law s b y th e federa l governmen t 
in 196 4 an d 196 5 represente d th e high-wate r mar k o f th e postwa r libera l 
coalition withi n whic h America n Jews ha d figure d s o prominently . O n th e 
other hand , th e yea r 196 7 brough t wit h i t a  numbe r o f troublin g devel -
opments. Fo r th e secon d tim e i n thirt y years , wa r i n th e Middl e Eas t i n 
May an d June o f tha t yea r brough t Jews throughou t th e worl d face-to-fac e 
with th e possibilit y o f annihilation . Th e outpourin g o f suppor t b y Amer -
ican Jews fo r th e embattle d stat e o f Israe l wa s a  measur e no t onl y o f laten t 
feelings fo r th e Jewish homelan d bu t als o o f th e disturbin g perceptio n tha t 
if they di d no t act , th e worl d migh t onc e agai n tur n it s back o n a  seemingl y 
overpowered Jewis h population . Compoundin g thes e foreboding s wer e a 
number o f not completel y unconnecte d domesti c developments . N e w Dea l 
liberalism, a  commitmen t t o whic h ha d becom e th e backbon e o f Jewis h 
identity, wa s breakin g up . B y th e lat e 1960 s th e youth-inspire d N e w Left , 
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which ha d bee n bor n i n th e earl y par t o f th e decad e wit h a  stron g strai n 
of humanis m an d hope , ha d becom e radicalize d an d ofte n expresse d thi s 
radicalism i n way s tha t man y libera l Jews foun d disturbing . Bu t perhap s th e 
most unsettlin g developmen t fo r America n Jew s wa s th e adven t o f Blac k 
Power, a  movement tha t bot h cause d an d i n som e way s wa s cause d b y th e 
deterioration o f relations between Jewish an d Black Americans . While ther e 
had bee n sign s o f disconten t i n bot h group s fo r a  numbe r o f years , fo r th e 
first tim e sinc e Worl d Wa r I I th e commonalit y o f interests coul d n o longe r 
hide th e fac t tha t America n Jew s an d Blac k American s wer e s o obviousl y 
at cross-purposes . Man y Blac k American s believe d tha t i t wa s tim e t o con -
solidate thei r ow n powe r an d clos e rank s agains t outsiders , eschewin g th e 
goal o f integratio n i n favo r o f a n appea l fo r "Blac k Power. " 

The Blac k Powe r movement , which , amon g othe r things , define d Jew s 
outside th e racialize d movemen t fo r socia l change , mor e tha n an y othe r 
development hastene d a n en d t o th e "Golde n Age " o f America n Jewry , 
an ag e i n whic h America n Jew s coul d enjo y th e luxur y o f increasin g tol -
erance whil e linkin g thei r identit y t o a  commitmen t t o progressiv e causes . 
But rathe r tha n adjus t thei r identitie s i n accordanc e wit h a  revise d racia l 
status, man y Jew s determinedl y refuse d t o conside r themselve s par t o f 
"white" America . Jewish intellectual s an d leader s coul d no t extricat e them -
selves fro m th e discours e o f liberalism an d marginality , whic h fo r the m ha d 
come t o defin e th e Jewish pas t an d t o embod y th e Jewish present . Bu t th e 
reality o f rac e i n th e Unite d State s mean t tha t th e memor y o f Jewish suf -
fering coul d no t registe r o n a  publi c conscienc e no w wrestlin g wit h it s 
more intens e an d mor e protracte d engagemen t wit h Blac k Americans . 

The Black Power Revolution 

In th e Februar y 196 5 issu e o f Commentary  magazine , th e civi l right s leade r 
Bayard Rusti n recas t th e civi l right s movemen t fro m on e tha t emphasize d 
equality befor e th e la w t o on e tha t emphasize d actua l socia l an d economi c 
equality. Rusti n wrot e tha t "th e lega l foundation o f racism i n Americ a [ha d 
been] destroyed " an d tha t th e civi l right s movemen t "i s no w concerne d 
not merel y wit h removin g th e barrier s t o ful l opportunit y but  with  achieving 
the fact of  equality." 1 B y th e mid-1960s , indeed , man y Blac k leader s bega n 
to fee l tha t th e strategie s employe d i n th e earl y phase s o f th e civi l right s 
revolution wer e n o longe r effective . Passiv e resistanc e protest s an d lunch -
counter sit-in s wer e usefu l fo r achievin g lega l integratio n i n th e South , i t 
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was true , bu t the y di d no t produc e jobs, education , o r healt h car e i n inner -
city slums . 

The problem s o f th e inne r cit y seeme d t o dominat e publi c discours e a s 
more Blac k youngster s cam e o f ag e whil e livin g i n urba n slum s an d a s 
expectations o f advancemen t continue d t o grow . Fro m 194 0 t o 196 3 mor e 
than thre e millio n Blac k American s move d fro m th e Sout h t o othe r sec -
tions o f th e country , an d b y 196 6 Blac k an d Puert o Rica n childre n mad e 
up a  majority o f th e youngster s i n N e w Yor k City' s publi c schoo l system. 2 

Many younge r Black s bega n t o fee l betraye d b y th e establishe d civi l right s 
leadership, whic h the y accuse d o f being wedde d t o a n antiquate d progra m 
of "gradualism, " nonviolen t demonstrations , an d coalitio n politics . I t mad e 
no differenc e t o th e " N e w Ghett o Man " tha t progres s agains t racia l dis -
crimination ha d bee n made , a s an y amoun t o f progres s woul d hav e falle n 
short o f expectations . Th e urba n Blac k mal e ha d develope d a  new psyche , 
completely oppose d t o th e docil e an d submissiv e Blac k America n o f whit e 
racist mythology . Th e ne w Blac k mal e wa s politicall y "hip, " toleran t o f 
violence, an d lou d i n proclaimin g tha t h e woul d no t passivel y submi t t o a 
life o f materia l deprivatio n an d racia l discrimination. 3 

The " N e w Ghett o Man " wa s discontent , an d h e showe d i t b y wagin g 
a serie s o f urba n riot s acros s th e country . O n Augus t 11 , 1965 , th e arche -
typical rac e rio t o f th e lat e 1960 s too k plac e i n th e Watt s sectio n o f South -
east Lo s Angeles . Watt s wa s dem o graphically representativ e o f othe r big -
city ghettos . Povert y figure s showe d tha t fou r ou t ofte n person s were poor , 
38 percen t o f th e familie s wer e heade d b y women , an d 4 7 percen t o f th e 
children unde r eightee n live d i n broke n homes. 4 A s o n man y simila r oc -
casions i n th e lat e 1960s , th e violenc e bega n ove r a  routin e encounte r 
between polic e officer s an d a  Blac k resident , i n thi s cas e a  twenty-one -
year-old unemploye d Blac k ma n wh o ha d resiste d arres t afte r bein g pulle d 
over fo r drivin g whil e intoxicated . Shoutin g th e mott o o f a  loca l Blac k 
disk jockey , "Burn , baby , burn, " a  crow d o f a  thousan d Watt s resident s 
gathered i n respons e t o th e arriva l o f polic e reinforcements . Tha t nigh t 
young Watt s resident s attacke d car s drive n b y whites , whit e new s reporters , 
and cops . Th e rioting , looting , an d burnin g laste d almos t fou r days , re -
sulting i n thirty-fou r deaths , 1,07 2 injuries , 97 7 building s damage d o r de -
stroyed, an d fou r thousan d arrests . O n th e fourt h da y th e Nationa l Guar d 
was calle d i n t o quel l th e violence . I n all , ther e wer e forty-thre e racia l 
disorders i n 196 6 an d 16 4 durin g th e firs t nin e month s o f 1967 . Thirty -
three o f th e 196 7 riot s wer e o f a n intensit y tha t require d stat e polic e in -
tervention, whil e eigh t require d th e deploymen t o f th e Nationa l Guard . 
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The riot s i n Newar k an d Detroi t wer e o n a  scal e simila r t o tha t o f Watts. 5 

The Nationa l Advisor y Commissio n o n Civi l Disorders , know n widel y a s 
the Kerne r Commission , name d fo r Governo r Ott o Kerne r o f Illinois , wh o 
chaired it , foun d tha t th e typica l riote r wa s a  teenage r o r youn g adult , a 
lifelong residen t o f th e cit y i n whic h th e rio t too k place , and , althoug h a 
high-school dropout , somewha t bette r educate d tha n hi s nonriotin g Blac k 
neighbor. Thi s typica l riote r wa s usuall y underemploye d o r employe d a t 
menial labor , fiercel y prou d o f hi s race , extremel y hostil e t o bot h white s 
and middle-clas s Blacks , and , "althoug h informe d abou t politics , highl y 
distrustful o f th e politica l system." 6 Ther e wer e als o clea r nationalis t over -
tones t o th e riots , a s rioter s showe d extrem e disciplin e i n attackin g mostl y 
symbols o f whit e authorit y i n th e ghetto—primaril y polic e an d white -
owned stores—fo r th e mos t par t sparin g stores with marking s tha t indicate d 
they wer e owne d b y Blacks. 7 

Militant Blac k nationalist s viewe d th e riot s a s guerilla war s bein g fough t 
to liberat e Blac k colonies . Th e ide a tha t Blac k ghetto s wer e actuall y col -
onies tha t serve d t o enric h white s livin g outsid e th e ghett o ha d it s firs t 
prominent spokesma n i n Malcol m X . Befor e hi s assassinatio n i n 1964 , Mal -
colm ha d exclaime d tha t "i n ever y Blac k ghett o .  . .  every nigh t th e owner s 
of thos e businesse s g o hom e wit h tha t Blac k community' s money , whic h 
helps th e ghett o sta y poor." 8 Malcol m als o warne d tha t Black s woul d tak e 
a lesso n fro m th e othe r colonize d peopl e o f th e world . "I f whit e Americ a 
doesn't thin k tha t th e Afro-American , especiall y th e upcomin g generation , 
is capabl e o f adoptin g th e guerrill a tactic s no w bein g use d b y oppresse d 
people elsewher e o n earth , sh e i s making a  drastic mistake." 9 By 1967 , me n 
like Stokel y Carmichae l an d H . Ra p Brown , successivel y th e leader s o f th e 
Student Nonviolen t Coordinatin g Committe e (SNCC) , picke d u p Mal -
colm's rea d o n th e Blac k ghett o an d becam e th e tw o leadin g spokesme n 
for revolutionar y nationalism . A t a  July 1 9 rally, while Newar k wa s coolin g 
down fro m it s riot , Brow n shoute d tha t "Honkies " owne d al l th e store s 
in th e neighborhood . "Yo u go t t o ow n som e o f the m stores . I  don' t car e 
if yo u hav e t o bur n hi m dow n an d ru n hi m out . Th e street s ar e yours . 
Take 'em." 1 0 

The ide a tha t Blac k ghetto s constitut e a n interna l colon y withi n th e 
United State s continue s t o b e hotl y debate d amon g scholars. 11 Bu t eve n i f 
the Blac k ghett o o f th e 1960 s di d no t posses s th e mos t frequentl y cite d 
attributes o f a  "colony, " i t di d suffe r fro m sufficientl y hig h level s o f ex -
ploitation an d socia l isolation t o len d th e ide a substantia l emotiona l validity . 
"Like th e people s o f th e underdevelope d countries, " Harol d Crus e wrot e 
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in on e o f th e mos t eloquen t statement s o n th e subject , "th e Negr o suffer s 
. .  .  the psychologica l reaction s t o bein g rule d ove r b y other s no t o f hi s 
kind."12 

In th e lat e 1960s , th e nationalis t interpretatio n o f Blac k statu s i n th e 
United State s cam e unde r th e rubri c o f Blac k Power . Blac k Powe r essen -
tially secularize d th e separatis t impuls e o f Blac k nationalism , whic h ha d 
previously manifeste d itsel f i n religiou s form , an d produce d a n ideologica l 
convergence o f olde r nationalis t group s an d newe r militan t civi l right s 
groups suc h a s S N C C an d th e Congres s o f Racia l Equalit y (CORE). 1 3 

Black Powe r mean t differen t thing s t o differen t people , bu t Stokel y Car -
michael, coine r o f th e ter m "Blac k Power, " attacke d th e ide a o f libera l 
integrationism an d alliance s wit h white s o n th e ground s tha t i t implie d tha t 
there wa s nothin g wort h preservin g i n th e Blac k community . "Le t an y 
ghetto grou p contemplatin g coalitio n b e s o tightl y organized , s o strong tha t 
. . . i t i s a n 'indigestibl e body ' whic h canno t b e absorbe d o r swallowe d 
up."1 4 

The attemp t t o consolidat e Blac k politica l powe r alon g racia l line s ha d 
a ne w internationa l appea l t o Blac k American s respondin g t o th e ris e o f 
the decolonize d nation s o f th e Thir d World . Th e manipulativ e Col d Wa r 
approach o f bot h superpower s t o th e aspiration s o f Thir d Worl d countrie s 
and th e recen t civi l right s victorie s inspire d amon g Blac k American s a  feel -
ing tha t the y wer e par t o f a n internationa l majorit y o f oppresse d nonwhit e 
people, rathe r tha n a n isolate d minorit y confine d t o th e Unite d States . Th e 
new internationa l identit y gav e currenc y t o th e concep t o f "Negritude, " 
which linke d Blac k American s emotionally , biologically , an d politicall y 
with othe r dark-skinne d peopl e acros s th e glob e an d whic h ofte n resulte d 
in a  virulen t antiwhit e chauvinism . 

The developmen t o f antiwhit e racis m amon g Blac k Powe r leader s wa s 
bound t o impac t America n Jew s mor e tha n othe r whites , i f fo r n o othe r 
reason tha n th e heav y Jewis h involvemen t i n civi l right s an d Blac k orga -
nizations. On e o f th e mos t conspicuou s instance s i n whic h a  Black organ -
ization wit h heav y Jewish suppor t an d membershi p turne d agains t Jews wa s 
the cas e o f SNCC . Founde d i n i96 0 o n th e principle s o f philosophica l 
pacifism, S N C C ha d attracte d widesprea d Jewis h support . Bu t dissatisfac -
tion wit h wha t th e civi l right s movemen t ha d achieve d cause d S N C C t o 
take a  majo r tur n b y th e lat e 1960s . I n 1969 , S N C C officiall y delete d 
"nonviolent" fro m it s name , an d it s leade r a t tha t time , H . Ra p Brown , 
declared tha t th e organizatio n woul d n o longe r b e associate d wit h suc h a 
concept a s a  solutio n t o th e problem s o f oppresse d people. 15 Befor e thi s 
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declaration, i n 1967 , S N C C publishe d a n attac k o n Israe l i n it s June/Jul y 
issue o f th e SNCC  Newsletter  tha t borrowe d fro m th e mos t extrem e Ara b 
propaganda. Th e newslette r charge d th e Israeli s wit h atrocitie s an d pub -
lished cartoon s showin g a  han d marke d wit h a  Sta r o f Davi d an d a  dolla r 
sign tightening a  rope aroun d th e neck s o f the Egyptian leade r Gama l Abde l 
Nasser an d th e heavyweigh t boxe r Muhamma d Ali , implyin g tha t th e sam e 
Jewish force s ha d bot h me n i n thei r deadl y grip . Anothe r cartoo n depicte d 
Moshe Dayan , th e venerabl e Israel i general , wearin g dolla r sign s instea d o f 
a general' s shoulde r insignia . "Zionist s line d u p Ara b victim s an d sho t the m 
in th e bac k i n col d blood . Thi s i s th e Gaz a strip, " th e tex t read , referrin g 
to a  blurre d photograph , "no t Dachau , Germany. " Th e tex t o f th e news -
letter sounde d anti-Jewis h a s wel l a s anti-Zionis t theme s i n a  lis t o f in -
dictments th e editor s calle d "facts. " I t state d tha t th e famou s Europea n 
Jewish famil y th e Rothschilds , "wh o hav e lon g controlle d th e wealt h o f 
many Europea n nations " contro l muc h o f Africa' s minera l wealth . "Fac t 
32" o f the S N C C newslette r wa s particularl y intriguing . I t sai d tha t "unde r 
the guis e o f 'foreig n aid ' th e Israel i Histadrut  (Labo r Organization ) ha s gon e 
into Africa n countries , trie d t o exploi t an d contro l thei r economies , an d 
sabotaged Africa n liberatio n movements , alon g wit h an y othe r Africa n 
movements o r project s oppose d b y th e Unite d State s an d othe r Wester n 
powers."16 I n attemptin g t o explai n tha t S N C C wa s no t a n anti-Semiti c 
organization, Ralp h Featherstone , edito r o f the newsletter , exacerbate d th e 
matter, explainin g tha t h e wa s intereste d i n denouncin g no t al l Jews bu t 
"only Jewish oppressors"— a ter m h e applie d t o Israe l an d "t o thos e Jew s 
in th e littl e Jew shop s i n th e [Black ] ghettos. " Featherston e als o concede d 
that h e ha d receive d som e o f th e informatio n fo r th e S N C C newslette r 
from Ara b sources. 17 Th e Stanfor d Universit y historia n Clayborn e Carson , 
the eminen t chronicle r o f SNCC , ha s writte n tha t th e S N C C newslette r 
was no t writte n a s a n officia l polic y statemen t bu t probabl y woul d hav e 
been approve d b y man y o f SNCC' s leaders . Fo r man y Black s i n S N C C , 
the antiwhite , anti-Israel , an d sometime s anti-Semiti c stan d was , accordin g 
to Carson , " a tes t o f thei r willingnes s t o demonstrat e SNCC' s brea k fro m 
its civi l right s pas t an d a  reconfirmatio n tha t tie s wit h white s wer e incon -
sistent wit h thei r desir e t o expres s racia l aspiration s an d frustration s withou t 
restraint."18 

If on e ide a wa s universa l amon g th e advocate s o f Blac k Power , i t wa s 
the necessit y o f a  realisti c approac h t o politics . Blac k Powe r ideologue s 
believed tha t th e self-interes t o f America n ethni c group s alway s too k pre -
cedence ove r th e abstrac t ideal s o f equalit y an d brotherl y lov e an d tha t 
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Blacks ha d t o mobiliz e a s a  collectiv e i f they wer e t o realiz e thei r interests . 
To b e sure , ther e wer e prominen t Blac k Powerites , perhap s mos t appro -
priately categorize d a s "alienate d revolutionaries, " wh o believe d i n th e ef -
ficacy o f a  cal l fo r a  separat e Blac k nation . Bu t Blac k Powe r spokesperson s 
generally sough t t o maintai n grou p identit y whil e enjoyin g th e ful l benefit s 
of United State s citizenship . Black Powe r asserte d tha t "th e dominan t thrus t 
of Black ideologie s ha s bee n th e desir e fo r inclusio n i n th e broade r Amer -
ican society." 19 

This wa s i n fac t th e centra l them e o f Harol d Cruse' s landmar k volume , 
The Crisis  of  the  Negro  Intellectual  (1967) , i n whic h Crus e excoriate d th e 
Black intelligentsi a no t onl y fo r embarkin g o n integrationis t scheme s ove r 
the precedin g fort y year s bu t als o fo r failin g t o formulat e a n effectiv e na -
tionalist progra m designe d t o addres s th e ver y specifi c problem s o f Blac k 
Americans i n th e Unite d States . Accordin g t o Cruse , "mos t o f th e post -
Garvey religio-nationalis t creed s hav e develope d a n impractica l Back-to -
Africa, separatis t other-worldlines s whic h i s romanti c escapism ; fo r i f th e 
Afro-American doe s no t find  hi s salvatio n i n th e Unite d State s h e wil l find 
it nowhere." 2 0 I n thi s polemi c agains t th e Blac k left , Crus e criticize d th e 
Garveyites fo r relyin g o n "Back-to-Africa " fantasies , th e Communist s fo r 
allowing Blac k nationalis m t o b e subordinate d t o th e need s o f white C o m -
munists, th e integrationist s fo r ignorin g th e realitie s o f grou p politics , an d 
the ideolog y o f guerrill a warfare , whic h b y th e lat e 1960 s ha d supersede d 
the Marxis m o f som e Blac k Powe r activists. 21 Fo r Cruse , "th e individua l 
in America ha s few right s tha t ar e no t backe d u p b y th e political , economic , 
and socia l powe r o f on e grou p o r another . Hence , th e individua l Negr o 
has, proportionately , ver y fe w right s indee d becaus e hi s ethni c grou p .  .  . 
has ver y littl e political , economi c o r socia l powe r . . . t o wield." 22 

It i s ironic , therefore , tha t a  movemen t bor n o f th e nationalis t impuls e 
in Blac k American s woul d utiliz e th e traditio n o f America n pluralis m t o 
achieve revolutionar y gain s i n th e spher e o f domesti c politics , bu t tha t i s 
indeed wha t happened . O n th e domesti c politica l front , ther e wer e essen -
tially thre e area s o f concer n fo r Blac k Power : communit y contro l o f gov -
ernment agencie s an d programs ; rac e preferences ; an d politica l powe r 
through governmen t job s an d th e redrawin g o f electora l districts . Th e de -
mands mad e i n thes e area s reflecte d a  desire t o dissipat e th e whit e influenc e 
on th e affair s o f th e Blac k ghett o an d le d inevitabl y t o confrontatio n wit h 
American Jews . 

The iron y o f a  clas h betwee n Jew s an d Blac k Powe r advocate s shoul d 
not g o unmentioned . Blac k Powe r sough t t o obtai n politica l an d economi c 
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privileges throug h communa l solidarity , whil e Jews , a t leas t t o a  certai n 
extent, relie d les s o n grou p solidarit y an d politica l powe r t o achiev e thei r 
place i n America n lif e tha n mos t othe r ethni c groups . Ther e ca n b e n o 
doubt tha t befor e th e emergenc e o f large-scal e bureaucracie s an d profes -
sional specializatio n i n th e consolidate d econom y o f th e 1920s , America n 
Jews relie d o n ethnic-base d institution s t o advanc e themselves , includin g 
Jewish trad e unions , a n extensiv e networ k o f Jewish communa l services , 
and Jewish loa n associations. 23 Nevertheless , afte r th e firs t worl d war , Jew s 
enthusiastically utilize d educatio n an d certificatio n a s a  majo r platfor m b y 
which t o join th e middl e class , an d the y relie d increasingl y o n th e growin g 
use o f merit-base d criteri a t o gai n admissio n t o highe r educatio n an d th e 
professions. Th e increasin g us e o f objectiv e professiona l an d educationa l 
criteria i n employmen t sa w a  massiv e alteratio n i n th e characte r o f th e 
Jewish workforc e b y th e 1920s , whic h b y 193 0 an d fo r th e remainin g 
decades o f th e twentiet h centur y woul d b e characterize d primaril y b y 
white-collar professiona l employment . B y 1935 , a  survey sponsore d b y th e 
N e w Yor k Welfar e Counci l foun d tha t onl y 3  percent o f Jewish household s 
contained father s employe d a s unskille d laborers . B y th e lat e 1920s , th e 
historian Henr y Feingol d tell s us , "i t becam e clear , [Jews ] wer e no t th e 
sons o f workers no r woul d the y produc e son s who wer e workers." 2 4 Whil e 
white-collar professional s for m semiexclusiv e occupationa l niche s throug h 
networks an d association s muc h a s blue-colla r laborer s do , i n th e cas e o f 
the profession s thes e exclusionar y device s ar e fuele d a t leas t a s much b y th e 
shared value s derive d fro m commo n occupationa l an d educationa l expe -
riences a s b y thos e derivin g fro m an y specifi c ethni c loyalty. 25 I t therefor e 
seems likely tha t onl y a  small fraction o f American Jews owe d thei r middle -
class statu s t o anythin g tha t coul d b e define d a s "Jewish " solidarity . Som e 
critics migh t argu e tha t Jew s advance d int o th e middl e clas s b y utilizin g 
those right s an d privilege s availabl e t o the m a s "whites " bu t denie d t o 
Blacks, including , i n man y states , th e right  t o vote , greate r residentia l m o -
bility, an d greate r acces s t o lendin g institutions. 26 Bu t eve n fro m thi s per -
spective, th e faste r rise  o f Jews u p th e socioeconomi c ladde r compare d t o 
other whit e ethni c group s woul d hav e t o b e addresse d befor e th e explan -
atory powe r o f educatio n an d meri t i n th e creatio n o f th e Jewis h middl e 
class ca n b e invalidated. 27 A s th e sociologis t Natha n Glaze r ha s commente d 
about th e Jew s i n th e postwa r period , "whil e Americ a i n genera l becam e 
more markedl y middl e clas s in it s occupationa l structure , Jews becam e eve n 
more so." 2 8 Needles s t o say , th e expansio n o f the publi c secto r afte r Worl d 
War II , greate r acces s t o highe r education , an d th e implementatio n o f 
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merit-based civi l servic e exam s fo r governmen t employee s resulte d i n dis -
proportionate Jewis h representatio n i n th e ver y white-colla r publi c secto r 
professional clas s fro m w h o m Blac k Powerite s woul d tr y t o wres t control . 

The Jewish Clash with Black Power 

The conflic t ove r communit y contro l i n centra l cities , a  subset o f the mor e 
general Ne w Lef t rebellio n agains t large bureaucracies an d th e cal l for grass -
roots democracy , resulte d i n th e mos t seriou s conflic t o f all—th e N e w 
York Cit y teacher' s strik e o f 1968 . Fro m th e perspectiv e o f man y inner -
city Black s i n th e lat e 1960s , th e failur e o f Norther n publi c schoo l system s 
to integrat e sinc e th e Brown  decisio n o f 195 4 an d th e continuin g academi c 
difficulties experience d b y man y Blac k pupil s indicate d tha t th e whit e civi l 
service bureaucracie s charge d wit h overseein g th e publi c school s had failed . 
Having bee n promise d integratio n b y th e power s tha t be , Blac k parent s 
became increasingl y frustrated ; thi s frustration couple d wit h th e increasingl y 
obvious fac t tha t Blac k childre n wer e no t learnin g le d the m t o dro p thei r 
original deman d fo r integratio n an d t o substitut e a  deman d fo r loca l con -
trol.29 I n man y cases , thi s pu t thes e loca l Blac k communitie s o n a  collisio n 
course wit h th e Jews wh o ha d com e t o staf f man y o f th e large-scal e urba n 
civil servic e bureaucracies . I n th e N e w Yor k Cit y schoo l system , fo r ex -
ample, Jews ha d replace d Irish-American s a s the majorit y o f teachers , prin -
cipals, an d administrator s afte r th e widesprea d institutio n o f civi l servic e 
examinations i n 1940. 30 Thi s situatio n cam e t o a n unfortunat e clima x i n 
the Ocea n Hill-Brownsvill e sectio n o f Brookly n i n th e fal l o f 1968 . 

Although formerl y a  soli d Jewis h sectio n o f Brooklyn , Ocea n Hill -
Brownsville b y 196 8 ha d n o whit e presenc e excep t fo r absente e landlords , 
shopkeepers, welfar e workers , an d teachers . As agitation fo r a  larger parenta l 
voice i n schoo l affair s mounted , Ocean-Hill-Brownsvill e wa s designate d 
one o f thre e experimenta l district s se t u p wit h financia l assistanc e fro m th e 
Ford Foundation . Th e experimen t gav e a  community-electe d neighbor -
hood boar d an d it s Black administrator , Rhod y McCoy , a  measure o f loca l 
control ove r policie s i n th e area' s eigh t schools . Th e projec t wa s oppose d 
by th e predominantl y Jewish Unite d Federatio n o f Teachers (UFT) , whic h 
feared tha t decentralizatio n o n a  citywid e basi s woul d damag e th e union' s 
bargaining power . I n th e sprin g o f 196 8 McCoy , i n a  controversia l us e o f 
power, transferre d ninetee n teacher s ou t o f th e distric t withou t forma l 
charges o r hearings , settin g th e groundwor k fo r a  walkout o f the 35 0 teach -
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ers in th e distric t an d fo r a  series o f three strike s late r i n th e fall . Teacher s 
and supervisor s spen t a  tota l o f seve n week s o n th e picke t line , whic h 
turned ou t to be the longest school strike in American history up unti l that 
point. Th e strik e paralyzed a  school system o f more tha n on e million chil -
dren, sixt y thousan d teacher s an d supervisors , an d nin e hundre d schools. 31 

What bega n a s a  disput e betwee n th e Ocea n Hil l Governin g Boar d an d 
the teachers ' unio n soo n turne d int o a  struggle betwee n Blac k spokesme n 
and th e predominantl y Jewish teachers ' union . 

As the teachers ' strik e dragge d on , ugl y manifestations o f anti-Semitis m 
and racis m emerged . Vulgaritie s wer e exchange d betwee n Blac k parent s 
and picketin g teachers . Th e UF T charge d th e governin g boar d wit h in -
citing violenc e i n th e school s themselves . On e inciden t involve d th e dis -
tribution o f handbills, written b y unknown Blac k militants , tha t rea d "i t is 
impossible fo r th e Middle-Eas t murderer s o f colore d peopl e t o possibl y 
bring t o thi s importan t tas k th e insight , th e concern , th e exposin g o f th e 
truth tha t i s a  mus t i f th e year s o f brainwashin g an d self-hatre d tha t ha s 
been taugh t t o ou r Blac k childre n b y thos e blood-suckin g exploiter s an d 
murderers i s t o b e overcome." 32 Thes e handbill s ha d appeare d earlie r i n 
the sprin g o f 1967 , whe n Rober t "Sonny " Carso n o f Brookly n COR E 
held demonstration s t o enforc e hi s demand tha t whit e principal s in Ocea n 
Hill b e fired . Th e UFT , unde r th e directio n o f Alber t Shanker , printe d 
and distribute d hal f a million copie s o f the leaflet . Whil e a  highly contro -
versial repor t b y th e Ne w Yor k Cit y chapte r o f the America n Civi l Lib -
erties Union accuse d th e UFT o f exacerbating racia l tensions in the schoo l 
strike, Shanke r and others , including the Anti-Defamation Leagu e of B'nai 
B'rith, declare d tha t anti-Semitis m i n Ne w Yor k Cit y wa s a t a  "crisi s 
level."33 

There ha d bee n othe r incident s o f intimidatio n durin g th e strike . A 
Black teacher named Leslie Campbell , vice president o f the Afro-America n 
Teacher's Association, spoke  at an Ocean Hill-Brownsvill e schoo l assembly 
following th e murde r o f Martin Luthe r King , a t which h e incite d hi s au -
dience o f twelve- and fifteen-year-olds wit h the following remarks : "Don' t 
steal toothpast e an d combs . Stea l thing s w e ca n use . Yo u kno w wha t I 
mean brothers . .  . .  When th e enem y tap s you o n th e shoulder , sen d hi m 
to th e cemetery . Yo u kno w wh o you r enem y is." 34 I f the youngsters wh o 
witnessed Campbell' s diatrib e were unsur e a s to exactl y who th e "enemy " 
was, Campbel l clarifie d th e matte r o n a  subsequent radi o sho w hoste d b y 
the Black activis t Julius Lester on WBAI-FM. Ove r th e air , Campbel l read 
a poem dedicate d t o Albert Shanke r by one o f his fifteen-year-old student s 
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that read , i n part , "hey , Jew Boy , wit h tha t yarmulk e o n you r head/yo u 
pale-faced Jew Boy— I wis h yo u wer e dead." 35 

In th e end , th e teachers ' unio n hel d out , th e Ocea n Hill-Brownsvill e 
experiment failed , an d th e stat e suspende d th e governin g board , replacin g 
it with a  trusteeship in anticipation o f systemwide reform. Th e Ocean Hill -
Brownsville controvers y involve d misinterpretations , misreadings , an d in -
sults on bot h sides . But perhaps what alarme d th e Ne w Yor k Jewish com -
munity s o much abou t th e schoo l strik e wa s the cal m an d silenc e tha t th e 
instances o f Blac k anti-Semitis m elicite d fro m whit e non-Jew s lik e Ne w 
York Cit y Mayor John Lindsa y and the heads of the Ford Foundation wh o 
had helped finance an d push the experimen t along . Many Jews viewed this 
as the willingness of a non-Jewish, white "establishment " to sacrifice Jewish 
interests, embodie d i n thi s case in civi l service rules and merit-based hirin g 
regulations, i n orde r t o kee p peac e an d garne r suppor t fro m a  resurgen t 
Black underclass.36 The union ultimately won th e right to return the teach -
ers t o th e district , an d th e strik e establishe d th e UF T a s a  majo r forc e i n 
city an d stat e politics . Bu t th e pric e o f victory wa s hig h an d include d th e 
union's imag e a s a liberal an d sociall y progressive force . B e tha t a s it may , 
the relationshi p betwee n Black s an d Jews i n Ne w Yor k wa s permanentl y 
damaged b y th e strikes , whic h effectivel y weakene d th e city' s libera l po -
litical coalition. 37 

The impressio n o f many Jews tha t ther e wer e larg e number s o f whites, 
including larg e number s o f Jews, wh o wer e willin g t o acquiesc e t o Blac k 
demands for more politica l power an d control eve n at the expense of treas-
ured libera l values was reinforced b y events  tha t occurre d surroundin g th e 
school strike . On e o f thes e events  involve d Thoma s Hoving , th e white , 
gentile directo r o f th e Metropolita n Museu m o f Ar t i n Ne w Yor k City . 
In 196 8 th e Me t exhibite d a  sho w title d "Harle m o n M y Mind. " Whil e 
the sho w wa s pickete d b y som e Harle m Black s fo r givin g wha t the y fel t 
was a  romanticized portrai t o f Harlem lif e a s seen throug h whit e eyes , the 
biggest uproa r cam e fro m som e i n th e Jewish communit y wh o wer e dis -
turbed b y th e introductio n t o th e catalogu e o f th e show , writte n b y a 
sixteen-year-old Blac k girl , whic h read , i n part , "[BJehin d ever y hurdl e 
that the Afro-American ha s to jump stand s the Jew who ha s already cleared 
it." Th e youn g gir l went o n t o declar e tha t anti-Semitis m help s Blacks t o 
feel mor e completel y American . Afte r a  delug e o f protests , th e museu m 
hastily include d a  paragrap h o f disclaimer , whic h th e America n Jewis h 
Congress noted, was "half-hearted an d did not end the libel against Jews."38 

Once again , th e respons e o f the directo r o f the museu m seeme d t o rankl e 
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more tha n th e Blac k teenager' s prose . Hovin g declared , "[H]e r statement s 
are true . If " the trut h hurts , s o be it." 39 Hovin g himsel f later admitte d tha t 
he coul d hav e use d mor e tac t i n handlin g th e situation. 40 

Another troublin g inciden t wa s th e selectio n i n 196 8 o f John Hatchet t 
by Ne w Yor k Universit y t o direc t it s ne w Marti n Luthe r Kin g Afro -
American Studen t Center . Hatchett , a  forme r Ne w Yor k Cit y publi c 
school teacher , ha d authored a n article in the Afro-American Teacher's  Forum 
titled, "Th e Phenomeno n o f th e Anti-Blac k Jew s an d th e Blac k Anglo -
Saxon: A  Stud y i n Educationa l Perfidy, " whic h accuse d Jewish educator s 
of mentall y poisonin g Blac k pupils. 41 Presiden t Heste r an d othe r official s 
at New Yor k Universit y were allegedl y not awar e o f the articl e when the y 
hired Hatchett , bu t the y sough t th e hel p o f former Suprem e Cour t justice 
and United Nation s Ambassador Arthur Goldber g in investigating the mat -
ter. Afte r speakin g with Hatchet t personally , Goldber g informed Presiden t 
Hester o f hi s belie f tha t Hatchet t understoo d th e injustice s an d danger s 
contained i n hi s article an d recommended th e continuatio n o f his appoint -
ment. Hester , i n hi s Augus t 9  announcemen t tha t th e universit y woul d 
retain Hatchett , state d tha t h e di d no t believe Hatchet t wa s an anti-Semit e 
in th e "classi c sense " an d tha t " I thin k i t i s true tha t ther e i s a preponder -
ance of Jewish teachers and administrators. . . . I  can understand how some-
one migh t mak e reference s an d stil l no t b e anti-Semitic." 42 Whil e man y 
Jewish leader s wer e outrage d b y Hester' s response , the y nee d onl y hav e 
waited tw o mor e month s fo r Hatchet t t o sea l hi s ow n fate . O n Octobe r 
8, speakin g befor e seve n hundre d student s a t NYU' s Bron x campus , 
Hatchett calle d Alber t Shanke r an d othe r whit e politica l leader s "racis t 
bastards," whic h le d t o hi s promp t dismissa l a s directo r o f th e Center . 
Nevertheless, a n agreement wa s worked ou t with Black student s by whic h 
Hatchett wa s permitte d t o sta y o n a s an "adviser " an d wa s provide d uni -
versity offic e space. 43 

The deman d fo r Afro-America n o r Blac k Studie s program s i n univer -
sities across the country came from a  growing feeling among Black students 
and scholar s tha t th e treatmen t o f the Black experienc e i n standard colleg e 
curricula ha d bee n woefull y inadequate . Sinc e th e basi c impetus fo r Blac k 
studies program s originate d wit h Blac k student s o n mixed-rac e universit y 
campuses, man y o f who m wer e influence d b y th e studen t revolt s agains t 
university bureaucracies , th e pus h fo r a  separate Blac k studie s curriculu m 
was als o accompanie d b y effort s o f Blac k student s t o retai n a  sa y i n th e 
development o f such programs. 44 Onl y a  few month s afte r th e Ne w Yor k 
public schoo l crisis , sixty-five ou t o f 10 3 Black students a t the nonsectaria n 
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Jewish-sponsored Brandei s Universit y i n Waltham, Massachusetts , occupie d 
an administratio n buildin g i n protes t agains t th e universit y administration . 
Led b y a  Blac k Jew , th e Blac k militant s announce d th e establishmen t o f 
Malcolm X  Universit y i n th e cente r o f Brandeis an d demande d tha t a  Black 
Studies progra m b e institute d a t th e schoo l i n whic h Blac k student s woul d 
have a  say in th e hirin g o f faculty an d i n th e desig n o f the curriculum . Th e 
militants accuse d th e administratio n o f havin g a  "racis t attitude, " whic h 
must hav e bee n discouragin g t o universit y presiden t Morri s Abram , a  ma n 
who no t onl y serve d o n th e Unite d State s Civi l Right s Commissio n bu t 
who wa s instrumenta l i n obtainin g Marti n Luthe r Kin g Jr.'s releas e fro m a 
DeKalb count y priso n i n i96 0 an d wh o spearheade d th e lega l figh t agains t 
the whit e dominatio n o f Souther n politics. 45 Abra m too k a  laid-bac k ap -
proach t o th e crisi s a t Brandeis , refusin g t o cal l th e polic e an d carryin g o n 
the busines s o f th e schoo l fro m othe r buildings . Eventually , th e militant s 
ended thei r holdou t an d a  Blac k Studie s Departmen t wa s created , thoug h 
on a  basi s tha t wa s satisfactor y t o th e Brandei s faculty. 46 

A mor e academicall y damagin g an d psychologicall y painfu l experienc e 
for man y Jews wa s th e crisi s a t th e Cit y Universit y o f N ew Yor k (CUNY ) 
over th e demand s o f Blac k an d Puert o Rica n student s fo r "ope n admis -
sions" an d othe r changes . Cit y Colleg e ha d bee n a  Jewis h enclav e fo r 
almost three-quarter s o f a  century , primaril y becaus e Jew s ha d attende d 
college a t tw o t o thre e time s th e rat e o f non-Jewish American s an d becaus e 
an overwhelmin g proportio n o f thos e student s wer e poo r an d ha d n o 
choice bu t t o atten d a  fre e colleg e lik e City . Pre-Worl d Wa r I I quota s i n 
most o f th e Iv y Leagu e school s als o helpe d t o determin e Jewis h college -
going decision s i n favo r o f CUNY. 4 7 Jew s treate d Cit y Colleg e muc h a s 
they di d th e publi c schoo l system , a s a n entranc e t o th e emergin g meri -
tocracy o f th e professions . Whil e th e facult y a t Cit y ha d onl y on e trul y 
renowned schola r i n th e philosophe r Morri s Raphae l Cohen , th e intellec -
tual atmospher e fostere d b y th e studen t bod y o f second-generatio n im -
migrant Jew s create d a  colleg e experienc e o f th e firs t order . "I t wa s a n 
extraordinary education, " sai d on e alumnus . "A t th e ver y least , i t wa s th e 
equal o f th e bes t school s i n term s o f th e rang e o f subject s an d th e dept h 
with whic h the y wer e studied. " A s a  recen t autho r describe d it , Cit y Col -
lege a t th e zenit h o f it s glor y wa s " a de n o f precociou s boys , a t onc e 
coddled an d drive n b y thei r parents , pai l an d frail , fierc e an d argumentative , 
pushy, awkward , sensitive , naive , an d fearful." 48 

But i n th e sprin g o f 1969 , Blac k militant s an d Puert o Rica n student s 
occupied universit y building s an d succeede d i n shuttin g dow n th e campu s 
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as the y waite d fo r a  lis t o f fiv e demand s t o b e satisfied . Th e demand s 
consisted o f a  Black an d Puert o Rica n freshme n orientatio n progra m unde r 
Black an d Puert o Rica n control ; a  degree-grantin g schoo l o f "Blac k an d 
Puerto Rica n Studies, " wit h studen t contro l ove r hiring ; a n expansio n o f 
the school' s remedia l programs ; a  deman d tha t th e studen t bod y represen t 
the ethni c compositio n o f th e publi c hig h school s i n N e w Yor k City ; an d 
a deman d tha t al l students preparin g t o teac h i n publi c school s acquir e basi c 
proficiency i n Spanis h an d "Blac k an d Puert o Rica n heritage." 49 

After th e closin g o f the campus , cour t order s t o ope n th e colleg e resulte d 
in riotin g amon g whit e an d Blac k students . Blac k militant s too k ove r class -
rooms, beatin g student s wh o woul d no t compl y wit h thei r demands . Even -
tually, afte r a  lon g an d difficul t struggle , th e colleg e adopte d a n ope n ad -
missions polic y tha t admitte d al l students wh o ha d graduate d wit h a n eight y 
average o r highe r fro m cit y hig h school s o r wh o ha d bee n i n th e to p hal f 
of thei r graduatin g clas s int o on e o f C U N Y ' s senio r college s an d accepte d 
all othe r student s int o on e o f the system' s communit y colleges . While som e 
critics hav e commente d tha t i n acquiescin g t o th e demand s o f Blac k mil -
itants, Cit y Colleg e create d a n environmen t friendl y t o increasin g anti -
Semitism, fo r mos t intereste d Jews th e polic y o f open admission s a t C U N Y 
was mos t disturbing . Th e declin e o f standards tha t s o many Jews an d other s 
had begu n t o associat e wit h th e panopl y o f Blac k demand s fo r preferentia l 
treatment ha d hi t hom e i n a  sacred institutio n o f American Jewish life . Th e 
Jewish presenc e a t C U N Y quickl y dissipated , goin g fro m a n absolut e ma -
jority t o 3 7 percen t b y 1971. 50 

Affirmative Action,  the  "White"  Jew,  and  Black  Anti-Semitism 

Open admission s wa s just on e componen t o f extensiv e Blac k demand s fo r 
preferential treatment , commonl y referre d t o a s "affirmativ e action, " an d 
represented th e mos t obviou s wa y i n whic h Blac k Powe r activis m clashe d 
with th e principl e o f equa l opportunit y lon g considere d t o b e a  hallmar k 
of American liberalism . Affirmativ e actio n ha d it s origins i n th e earl y 1960s , 
when th e ter m "affirmativ e action " wa s inserted by Kennedy administratio n 
staffers int o Executiv e Orde r 10925 , which banne d discriminatio n i n hirin g 
by federa l contractors . Nobod y pai d muc h attentio n t o th e phras e unti l 
John Kenned y propose d a  civi l right s bil l i n 196 3 an d Presiden t Lyndo n 
Johnson continue d th e effort , whic h culminate d i n th e passag e o f the Civi l 
Rights Ac t o f 1964 . Congressiona l opponent s lik e Senato r James Eastlan d 
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of Mississipp i oppose d th e civi l rights  bill , claimin g tha t i t woul d impos e 
quotas agains t whites . Consequently , a  sentenc e wa s adde d tha t explicitl y 
rejected quotas . Th e Equa l Employmen t Opportunit y Commission , whic h 
was create d b y th e act , wa s als o strippe d o f enforcemen t powe r an d s o 
could no t impos e quotas . But , i n 1965 , th e concep t receive d it s greates t 
push whe n Presiden t Johnson gav e a  speech a t Howard Universit y i n whic h 
he use d a  phrase supplie d b y a  young Danie l Patric k Moynihan : "W e see k 
. .  .  not jus t equalit y a s a  right  an d a  theor y bu t equalit y a s a  fac t an d 
equality a s a  result. " Shortl y afte r th e speech , Johnso n signe d Executiv e 
Order 11246 , whic h mad e affirmativ e actio n program s th e responsibilit y o f 
an obscur e divisio n o f th e Departmen t o f Labo r tha t operate d outsid e th e 
pressure o f publi c scrutiny . Fo r thi s reaso n thi s Executiv e Orde r ha s bee n 
called a n "invisibl e milestone." 51 Th e origina l Executiv e Orde r require d 
only tha t employee s searc h aggressivel y fo r qualifie d minorit y applicants , 
who woul d the n b e pu t i n th e sam e poo l a s othe r applicant s fo r selection . 
But b y th e lat e 1960s , th e merit-based , bureaucrati c structur e o f larg e or -
ganizations prove d t o b e a  difficul t employmen t obstacl e fo r man y Blacks , 
most o f whom ha d receive d inferio r educatio n an d othe r socia l preparation s 
for th e takin g o f standardize d tests . Man y advocate s o f affirmativ e action , 
both whit e an d Black , viewe d achievemen t i n schoo l an d test-takin g t o b e 
too narro w a  criterio n fo r th e selectio n o f jo b candidates , o r eve n fo r 
college admission . A s on e write r pu t it , th e "histor y o f affirmativ e actio n 
can b e see n a s a  struggl e ove r th e fairnes s o f the moder n meritocracy , wit h 
minorities arguin g tha t educationa l measure s shouldn' t b e th e decidin g fac -
tor i n wh o get s ahea d an d opponent s o f affirmativ e actio n sayin g tha t t o 
bend th e criteri a fo r Black s i s t o discriminat e unfairl y agains t mor e deserv -
ing whites." 52 

All o f thi s concerne d America n Jew s a  grea t deal , sinc e larg e segment s 
of American Jewry ha d benefite d s o marvelously fro m th e growt h o f merit -
based advancement . Mor e t o th e point , thos e profession s i n whic h Jew s 
tended t o cluster—publi c schoo l teachin g an d othe r civi l servic e work , 
college teaching , medicine , an d law—wer e al l area s i n whic h affirmativ e 
action, whethe r i n hirin g o r training , woul d b e heavil y instituted. 53 Th e 
Jewish communit y ha s alway s exhibite d sharpl y contrastin g view s o n affir -
mative action , bu t ther e i s n o doub t tha t th e syste m o f racia l preference s 
as i t cam e t o b e implemente d presente d a  dilemm a fo r America n Jewis h 
identity.54 

As implemented , affirmativ e actio n represente d a  public recognitio n no t 
only tha t Black s wer e a  particularly disadvantage d minority , a  presumptio n 
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with whic h man y Jews would hav e undoubtedly agreed , bu t als o that Jews 
no longe r were , a  presumption tha t necessitate d a  serious reconsideratio n 
of Jewish identity . Th e affirmativ e actio n designatio n o f Jews a s privileged 
whites was later made officia l i n the 197 3 Office o f Management an d Bud-
get Statistical Directive Number Fifteen , th e little noticed federal documen t 
that carved out the five officia l racia l categories according to which so many 
institutions o f America n lif e no w function . Th e directiv e presume d tha t 
those individuals who fel l into the "Africa n American, " "Asia n American," 
"Puerto Rican/Latino, " an d "Native American/Pacific Islander " categories 
had been oppressed by those who were in the fifth category , "non-Hispani c 
whites," t o whic h America n Jews no w belonged . Th e implication s o f this 
directive fo r Jews wer e brough t t o ligh t i n th e 197 7 Suprem e Cour t cas e 
United Jewish Organizations  v.  Carey,  in whic h member s o f th e Hasidi c 
community i n Williamsburg , Brooklyn , sue d Ne w Yor k state , claimin g 
that th e redrawin g o f electora l district s t o ensur e th e electio n o f minorit y 
legislators discriminate d agains t them . Th e Suprem e Cour t conclude d tha t 
Hasidic Jews, alon g wit h person s o f Irish , Polish , o r Italia n descent , wer e 
not withi n th e scop e o f civi l right s protection s define d b y federa l law . 
"Presumably," write s on e criti c o f that case , "th e abstrac t interest s o f Has-
idim a s whites (i f suc h interest s exist ) wer e mor e fundamenta l tha n thei r 
interests a s Hasidic Jews. After all , Hasidim an d Italian-American Catholic s 
are par t o f th e sam e racia l community , accordin g t o Statistica l Directiv e 
1 5 . " 5 5 

While th e questio n o f whe n an d t o wha t exten t Jews becam e legall y 
and socially "white " remains a  matter o f substantial scholarly inquiry, ther e 
is no questio n tha t the widespread implementation o f race preferences rep -
resented th e mos t complet e an d forma l recognitio n o f th e Jews' statu s a s 
privileged whites . I t was this public associatio n o f Jews with th e rights and 
privileges o f al l othe r whit e peopl e tha t presente d th e mos t seriou s chal -
lenge o f th e Blac k Powe r movemen t t o Jewis h identity. 56 Fo r althoug h 
affirmative actio n eventuall y widene d it s bas e o f beneficiarie s t o includ e 
women, th e origina l concep t wa s exclusivel y racial . Jewish identit y ha d 
been s o enmeshe d wit h a  histor y o f sufferin g tha t Jewish leader s an d in -
tellectuals foun d i t immensel y difficul t t o envisio n themselve s a s privileged 
whites, th e wa y mos t Blac k Powe r advocate s sa w them . Th e difficult y 
American Jews ha d wit h adjustin g t o thei r civi c whiteness , an d th e viru -
lence with whic h Black Power leader s insisted upon it , provides a  window 
through which the cultural uncertainty of both Black Americans and Amer-
ican Jews ca n be clearl y seen . No t onl y i s an identity dependen t o n victi m 
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status a  cultura l ban e fo r th e Jewish communit y i n th e Unite d States , bu t 
the animosit y fostere d i n th e Blac k communit y b y Jewish insistenc e o n thi s 
status i s a n indicatio n o f th e cripple d an d lopside d developmen t o f Blac k 
identity a s well. 57 

O n th e surface , Blac k Powe r advocate s lamente d Jewish involvemen t i n 
Black affair s becaus e i t prevente d Black s fro m developin g a  progra m po -
litically an d culturall y mor e suitabl e fo r themselves . Bu t a  close r loo k a t 
the wor k o f Harol d Crus e an d other s reveal s tha t th e Blac k Powe r disdai n 
for th e involvemen t o f Jews i n Blac k affair s i s somewhat mor e complicated . 
What seeme d t o bothe r Crus e an d other s sympatheti c t o Blac k Powe r 
about Jew s wa s thei r ambivalen t racia l identity . Blac k Powe r advocate s 
found that , amon g Blac k Americans , dar k ski n an d th e lo w statu s impose d 
on individual s wh o possesse d i t wa s th e mos t salien t an d powerfu l unifyin g 
force. Lackin g an y othe r universall y share d cultura l value s a s powerfu l a s 
the experienc e o f oppressio n aroun d whic h t o rally , advocate s o f Blac k 
Power foun d tha t thei r mos t usefu l too l fo r consolidatin g Blac k opinio n 
was t o stak e ou t th e groun d o f racia l oppressio n a s theirs alon e an d t o stan d 
toe t o to e agains t a  monolithi c whit e majority . Blac k Powe r theorist s sa w 
that dealin g wit h Jew s an d othe r whit e ethnic s a s distinc t group s wit h 
different historie s an d varyin g level s o f opportunit y an d acceptanc e woul d 
reduce th e strengt h o f Black claims . Moreover , thi s strateg y wa s i n keepin g 
with th e histor y o f mos t Blac k Americans , wh o rarel y experience d whit e 
power an d privileg e a s ethnicall y differentiated . Fo r them , America n plu -
ralism ha d alway s bee n define d i n term s o f a  biracial polit y i n whic h Black s 
made u p theoreticall y one-hal f o f th e racia l dichotomy . Sinc e Jews wer e 
the whit e ethni c grou p wit h th e stronges t collectiv e memor y o f exclusio n 
and oppression , i t wa s essentia l tha t Blac k Powe r theorist s reduc e th e his -
tory o f th e Jews t o onl y thei r experienc e i n th e Unite d States , whic h wa s 
relatively privileged , an d t o th e colo r o f thei r skin , whic h wa s relativel y 
white. I n th e vie w o f Black Power , th e torture d histor y o f th e Jews migh t 
cause the m t o thin k tha t thei r plac e i n th e Unite d State s remained alongsid e 
oppressed Blacks , bu t thi s wa s n o longe r a  tolerabl e situatio n fo r anyon e 
interested i n linkin g rac e t o persecutio n i n orde r t o unit e Black s an d t o 
secure privileges . Thi s motivatio n wa s lai d bar e i n Cruse' s The  Crisis  of  the 
Negro Intellectual. 

Ostensibly, Crus e believe d tha t Jews, whethe r i n th e Communis t part y 
of th e 1930s , th e interracia l coalitio n o f th e postwa r decades , o r th e socia l 
sciences, ha d becom e th e bigges t proble m fo r Black s precisely becaus e the y 
had s o identifie d wit h th e Blac k struggl e i n th e Unite d States . "Wha t ha s 
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further complicate d thi s emergence o f Afro-American ethni c consciousnes s 
is the Jewish involvemen t i n thi s interracia l proces s ove r th e las t fifty-od d 
years. The rol e o f American Jews a s political mediator between Negr o an d 
Anglo-Saxon mus t b e terminate d b y Negroe s themselves." 58 Bu t Cruse' s 
disdain fo r Jewish involvemen t i n Blac k affair s goe s way beyon d hi s con -
cerns abou t it s allege d negativ e impac t o n Blac k leadershi p capabilit y o r 
Black nationalist ideology. Cruse' s central concern about Jews as they relate 
to Blac k American s wa s thei r ambiguou s relationshi p t o powe r an d op -
pression. 

As Cruse explain s it , hi s Jewish proble m begin s with th e predominanc e 
of Jews i n th e Communis t part y o f the 1930s , a  period i n whic h scholar s 
like Herber t Aptheke r an d othe r assimilate d Jewish Communist s assume d 
the mantl e o f leadership o n Blac k matters , thu s buryin g th e Blac k radica l 
potential i n th e sloug h o f whit e intellectua l paternalism . I t wa s Cruse' s 
impression that , whil e th e Jewish Communist s repeatedl y acte d t o squelc h 
any nationalisti c eruption s amon g th e Blac k Communists , the y rigorousl y 
pursued ever y availabl e strateg y t o preserv e Jewish cultura l identity . Th e 
Communist part y unde r Jewis h influence , therefore , no t capitalism , ha d 
begun th e "grea t brainwashin g o f Negr o radica l intellectuals " an d estab -
lished theoretica l dominanc e ove r Blac k Americans. 59 

But Cruse' s interpretatio n o f the Jews' rol e i n th e Communis t part y i s 
troubling. T o b e sure , hi s resentmen t towar d th e whit e paternalis m o f the 
Communist part y wa s well founded , a s was hi s belief that th e Communis t 
party promote d Blac k Americans int o leadershi p position s i n th e party bu t 
effectively controlle d the m fro m behin d th e scenes. 60 But Cruse' s experi -
ence wit h Jewis h Communist s wh o wer e wildl y nationalisti c an d con -
cerned wit h specifi c Jewish issue s appear s no t t o hav e been representative . 
Jewish Communist s wer e generall y individual s wh o sough t t o transcen d 
the division s between peopl e an d who n o longe r though t o f themselves as 
Jewish. Mos t Jewis h radical s wer e i n fac t oppose d t o Zionism , no t onl y 
because the y wer e oppose d t o mos t expression s o f nationalism but becaus e 
they believe d i t t o b e a n inadequat e answe r t o th e "Jewis h problem " an d 
a diversio n fro m th e tru e busines s o f revolution. 61 O n th e matte r o f th e 
Communist part y positio n o n Jewish issues , on e sociologis t o f Jews an d 
Communism ha s stated tha t "o n occasion , th e part y too k certai n position s 
on Jewish issue s whic h wer e attractiv e t o Jews, bu t i n genera l ther e wa s 
no grou p i n th e populatio n fo r whic h th e part y showe d mor e contemp t 
and disdain , in its formulations o f specific part y positions, than the Jews."62 

For mos t o f th e perio d fro m th e 1920 s throug h th e 1950s , th e part y re -
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mained staunchl y anti-Zionist . Fo r th e Communists , th e mai n enem y i n 
Palestine wa s Britis h imperialism , backe d b y Zionism . "W e mus t no t le t 
up th e attac k o n Zionism , despit e th e endangerin g o f th e Unite d Fron t 
with Jewis h organizations, " rea d on e part y directive . Fo r a  brie f perio d 
between 194 4 an d 1949 , whe n th e Sovie t Unio n wa s allie d wit h Britain , 
the Communis t part y wa s abl e t o adop t a  progra m mor e supportiv e o f a 
Jewish homeland , bu t th e part y neve r backe d fre e immigratio n t o Pales -
tine.63 

Reading Crus e wit h al l o f thi s i n min d suggest s tha t hi s proble m wit h 
Jews ha d les s t o d o wit h th e dominanc e o f Jewish Communist s ove r part y 
policy tha n i t di d wit h th e ambivalen t racia l statu s tha t Communis t part y 
membership implied . Th e Communis t part y appeale d t o certai n Jews be -
cause i t offere d th e promis e o f theoretica l equalit y t o member s o f a n his -
torically oppresse d group . Bu t th e wor k o f consolidatin g a  Blac k polit y 
around rac e an d oppressio n tha t th e Blac k Powerite s ha d embarke d o n 
required th e eliminatio n o f an y whit e ethni c claim s t o cultura l oppressio n 
or grou p vulnerability . Accordingly , Crus e argue d tha t Jews ha d los t thei r 
place amon g th e "have-nots " an d gaine d a  plac e amon g th e "haves. " "I n 
America, Jews hav e n o rea l problems , political , economic , o r cultural . An d 
they hav e n o hones t caus e fo r complaint s abou t anti-Semitis m .  . .  on e 
might jus t a s easil y sa y tha t havin g becom e th e mos t affluen t grou p i n 
America .  . .  despite anti-Semitism , i s to o muc h o f a  cros s fo r America n 
Jews t o bea r unde r 'democratic ' capitalism!" 64 Lik e othe r Black nationalists , 
Cruse internationalize d thi s chang e i n Jewis h statu s b y relatin g i t t o th e 
State o f Israel . Today , "America n Jews ar e a  power i n th e lan d an d shoul d 
act accordingly . Behin d thi s power , o f course , i s th e Stat e o f Israel , whic h 
immeasurably enhance s th e ne w statu s o f America n Jewr y a s a  'have ' 
group."65 Crus e believe d tha t th e sufferin g Jews ha d experience d i n Europ e 
had ver y littl e bearin g o n th e America n experience , an d i t i s her e tha t h e 
reveals hi s rea l Jewish problem . " O n e canno t den y th e horro r o f th e Eu -
ropean Holocaust , bu t fo r al l practica l purpose s (political , economic , an d 
cultural) a s fa r a s Negroe s ar e concerned , Jew s hav e no t suffere d i n th e 
United States . The y have , i n fact , don e exceptionall y wel l o n ever y leve l 
of endeavor , fro m a  nationalis t premis e o r o n a n assimilate d status. " I n th e 
United States , accordin g t o Cruse , i t i s Black American s wh o ar e history' s 
chosen people , an d no w the y wan t t o "pla y thi s game . Whe n tha t happens , 
woe b e t o th e sid e tha t i s shor t o n numbers, " Crus e wrot e i n a n ominou s 
warning t o America n Jews. 66 Ultimately , fo r Cruse , th e proble m wa s no t 
so muc h tha t Jewis h activist s historicall y ha d oppose d Blac k nationalis m 
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and favore d Jewis h nationalis m bu t tha t Jewis h activis m implie d Jewis h 
victimization, whic h dilute d th e Blac k clai m t o unchallenge d victimhoo d 
and denie d the m th e politica l advantage s accruin g t o suc h a  status. 

Cruse wa s no t alon e i n hi s attemp t t o eliminat e America n Jews i n th e 
battle fo r th e titl e o f supreme victim . Evidenc e fro m th e lat e 1960 s shows 
that other Black intellectuals sympathetic to Black Power were preoccupied 
with thi s "Jewis h problem " a s well. I n hi s attemp t t o explai n Blac k anti -
Semitism, James Baldwin wrot e tha t on e "doe s no t wis h . . . t o be tol d b y 
an America n Je w tha t hi s sufferin g i s a s grea t a s th e America n Negro' s 
suffering. I t isn't , an d on e know s tha t i t isn' t fro m th e very ton e i n whic h 
he assure s you tha t i t is. " To Baldwin , th e Jew i n America wa s white, an d 
because o f thi s h e ha d th e advantage s afforde d whiteness . "Fo r i t i s no t 
here, an d no t now , tha t th e Je w i s bein g slaughtered , an d h e i s neve r 
despised, here , a s the Negr o is , because  h e i s an American." 67 

If th e relationshi p o f Jews t o powe r continue d t o b e a  confusin g an d 
troubling questio n fo r America n Jews, Blac k Powe r theorist s an d activist s 
suffered fro m n o suc h confusio n an d wante d t o mak e i t know n i n th e 
clearest term s just ho w muc h a  part o f the white powe r structur e Jews had 
become. Som e Blac k Powe r theorist s an d activist s portraye d Jews no t just 
as white oppressor s bu t a s perhaps th e mos t oppressiv e o f al l whites. Thi s 
impulse ha d bee n presen t i n Blac k nationalis t ideolog y fro m th e ver y be -
ginning. Th e theolog y o f th e Blac k Muslim s taugh t no t onl y tha t white s 
were devil s bu t tha t a  "big-heade d scientist " name d Yacub,  or Jacob, th e 
Jewish patriarch , ha d been th e ma d scientis t who create d th e white rac e in 
a cave , ou t o f whic h the y wer e eventuall y led , Jews first , b y Moses , t o 
wreak havo c o n Blac k people , God' s origina l creation. 68 Th e rhetorica l 
patterns assume d i n th e effor t t o eras e th e clai m o f the Jews o n th e whit e 
conscience reverberate d i n th e languag e use d b y thos e sympatheti c wit h 
the goals of Black Power in the late 1960s . James Baldwin minced no words 
in explainin g why thi s was so. "In th e American context , th e most ironica l 
thing abou t Negr o anti-Semitis m i s tha t th e Negr o i s reall y condemnin g 
the Jew fo r havin g become a n American whit e man—fo r havin g become, 
in effect , a  Christian . .  . .  The Jew doe s no t realiz e tha t th e credentia l h e 
offers, th e fac t tha t he has been despise d and slaughtered, doe s not increas e 
the Negro' s understanding . I t increase s th e Negro' s rage." 69 

The attemp t o f Black Powe r radical s t o minimiz e th e severit y an d im -
portance o f Jewish sufferin g wa s most conspicuou s i n the usurpation o f the 
language o f the Holocaust . Th e us e of such term s a s "genocide" an d "ho -
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locaust" t o describ e th e situatio n o f Blac k American s seeme d pervasiv e 
among eve n som e o f th e mos t prominen t leader s i n th e Blac k community . 
In Februar y 1967 , Stokel y Carmichae l tol d a  Blac k audienc e i n Oaklan d 
that "w e ar e no t talkin g abou t politic s tonight , we'r e no t talkin g abou t 
economics tonight , we'r e talkin g abou t th e surviva l o f a  rac e o f people . 
. .  .  Many o f u s feel . .  .  that the y ar e gettin g read y t o commi t genocid e 
against us. " I n 1968 , eve n a  leade r o f Marti n Luthe r King' s integrationis t 
Southern Christia n Leadershi p Conferenc e sai d tha t "genocide " i s a  dan -
ger.70 Jame s Baldwin , wh o earlie r i n th e decad e ha d forecas t th e Blac k 
radicalism o f the lat e 1960 s i n hi s essa y The  Fire  Next Time,  als o lent himsel f 
toward thi s kin d o f extremism. A t on e poin t h e asserte d tha t "whit e Amer -
ica appear s t o b e seriousl y considerin g th e possibilitie s o f mas s extermina -
tion."71 Eve n whe n Baldwi n attempte d t o b e conciliatory , h e wa s tie d t o 
the imager y o f the Naz i genocide . I n a  well-publicized lette r o f resignatio n 
from th e editoria l boar d o f th e Blac k magazin e Liberator,  which, ironically , 
had publishe d a n articl e Baldwi n though t wa s anti-Semitic , Baldwi n state d 
that h e di d no t thin k Americ a woul d surviv e th e curren t stor m i n rac e 
relations. "No r shoul d she, " Baldwi n claimed . "Sh e i s responsibl e fo r thi s 
holocaust i n whic h th e livin g writhe . .  . .  We ar e a  crimina l nation , buil t 
on a  lie , and , a s th e worl d canno t us e us , i t wil l presentl y fin d som e wa y 
of disposin g o f us." 72 Baldwin' s us e o f Holocaus t iconolog y eventuall y 
involved hi m i n a  heate d exchang e wit h th e Jewis h edito r o f th e Zionis t 
monthly Midstream.  I n a n articl e tha t appeare d i n th e New  York  Review  of 
Books title d "A n Ope n Lette r t o M y Sister , Mis s Angel a Davis, " Baldwi n 
compared th e indicte d Communis t conspirato r t o a  Jewish woma n heade d 
for a  concentratio n cam p i n Naz i Germany , writing , "[Y]o u loo k exceed -
ingly alone , say , a s the Jewish housewif e i n th e boxca r heade d fo r Dachau. " 
In a  fier y essay , Shlom o Kat z o f Midstream  accuse d Baldwi n o f comparin g 
the America n crimina l justice syste m wit h Nazism. 73 

In a  conspicuou s effor t a t historica l rol e reversal , on e Blac k Powe r 
spokesman eve n compare d America n Jew s t o Nazis . Juliu s Leste r wrot e 
that i n Americ a i t wa s Black s "wh o ar e th e Jews. .  .  .  There i s no nee d fo r 
Black peopl e t o wea r yello w star s o f Davi d o n thei r sleeves ; tha t sta r o f 
David i s al l ove r us . An d th e greates t iron y o f al l i s tha t i t i s th e Jews wh o 
are in th e positio n o f being Germans. " Demonstratin g Blac k Power' s refusa l 
to recogniz e gradation s i n powe r amon g whites , Leste r argue d tha t Blac k 
Americans wer e a  colonize d peopl e wh o wer e no t i n a  positio n t o mak e 
fine distinction s amon g th e colonizers . "Everyon e else , th e nonblacks , ar e 
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the colonizers , and Jews are no exception because they hold only a measure 
of that power . I t i s power, an d th e establishmen t maintain s it s power par -
tially throug h Jews."74 

Cruse, Baldwin , an d th e other s were no t wron g i n insistin g tha t racis m 
and anti-Semitis m i n th e Unite d State s wer e o f a  quit e differen t order . 
They wer e no t wron g to insis t tha t Jews and Blacks were no t "i n th e same 
boat" a s fa r a s th e attitud e o f whit e gentile s wa s concerned . America n 
racism ha d i n a  very rea l wa y helpe d defin e an d shap e America n history , 
whereas America n anti-Semitis m ha d no t eve n constitute d a  small chapte r 
of it. But i t was quite another thing to deny the tenacity of Jewish memory , 
to den y t o American Jews th e psychologica l impac t o f their histor y an d t o 
disparage th e tentativenes s wit h whic h the y viewed thei r ow n statu s in th e 
United States . In  a  soberin g observation , on e Jewis h write r late r com -
mented, "Tru e enough , neithe r memor y no r possibilit y degrade s u s her e 
and now, a s here an d now degrad e the Black. .  . .  [But] how shal l we reac t 
when .  . .  Baldwin tell s us that ou r evocatio n o f our pas t i s an occasion fo r 
Black rage , when , tha t is , he ask s us to den y ou r past?" 75 

But despit e the unrealistic and often offensiv e approac h the Black Power 
theorists took , ther e ca n b e n o questio n the y ha d struc k th e bull' s ey e i n 
reading th e America n Jewish psyche . Black radical s were i n larg e measur e 
correct t o se e Jewish involvemen t i n Blac k affair s a s a reflection o f Jewish 
identity base d o n th e memor y o f persecution tha t n o longe r spok e t o th e 
Jewish present. By the late 1960s , it seems that the phenomenon o f religious 
tolerance ha d begun t o filte r dow n int o eve n th e mos t stubbornl y resistan t 
areas o f American life . Befor e i960 , fo r example , appointment s o f Jews t o 
high-level colleg e administrative post s were almos t unheard of . B y the en d 
of th e 1960s , suc h appointment s ha d bee n mad e a t a  numbe r o f majo r 
institutions, includin g th e Universit y o f Chicago , th e Universit y o f Penn -
sylvania, th e Massachusett s Institut e o f Technology, Yal e Law School , an d 
Harvard Law School. 76 Jewish representation o n college faculties an d in the 
student bod y hi t recor d number s durin g thi s period . I n 197 1 Jews mad e 
up 1 7 percen t o f al l student s a t privat e universities. 77 Th e openin g u p o f 
new opportunitie s fo r Jew s too k plac e i n jus t abou t al l occupation s an d 
industries. No t onl y wer e Jews prominen t amon g th e elit e literar y critic s 
and editor s by the 1960s , but the y were increasingly influentia l i n the field s 
of journalism, publishing, and television broadcasting as well.78 The postwar 
resistance o f larg e corporation s t o hirin g Jewish graduate s o f prestigiou s 
colleges an d busines s school s virtuall y collapse d i n th e 1960 s and 1970s , as 
such traditionall y non-Jewis h companie s a s D u Pont , Bel l Labs , AT&T , 
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Chrysler, Colgate-Palmolive , an d For d appointe d Jews t o th e highes t man -
agement positions. 79 I n additio n t o thes e corporations , historicall y gentil e 
law firms , stoc k tradin g companies , an d rea l estat e brokerage s bega n t o hir e 
on th e basi s o f merit , a s mor e sophisticate d skill s an d knowledg e replace d 
"good breeding " a s prerequisites fo r applicant s a t firm s wishin g t o maintai n 
their positio n o n th e fas t track. 80 Th e fac e o f America n politic s bega n t o 
change a s well. While Jewish politica l candidate s i n largely non-Jewish area s 
historically face d uphil l battle s gettin g electe d t o office , b y th e 1960 s th e 
gentile resistanc e t o Jewish candidate s ha d starte d t o unravel . Between 193 7 
and 196 1 th e proportio n o f American s surveye d wh o sai d the y woul d no t 
vote fo r a  qualified Jew fo r presiden t droppe d fro m 4 6 percent t o 2 3 percen t 
(to 7  percen t i n 1983). 81 I n short , b y th e lat e 1960 s an d earl y 1970 s th e 
United State s wa s ope n t o America n Jew s (a s wel l a s t o individual s fro m 
other historicall y marginalize d groups ) i n al l o f it s mos t importan t facets . 

The pressin g issu e fo r America n Jew s a t thi s tim e was , therefore , no t 
the dange r o f externa l threa t o r th e challeng e o f expandin g civi l right s bu t 
internal dissolution . A s earl y a s 1950 , th e Jewish immigran t worl d an d it s 
Yiddish press , synagogues , theater , an d literatur e wer e passin g fro m th e 
Jewish scene , a s was th e Jewish characte r o f the trad e unions . Th e majorit y 
of immigran t Jew s ha d bee n rituall y orthodo x bu t possesse d onl y a  super -
ficial knowledg e o f Jewish religiou s thought , leavin g late r generation s o f 
American Jew s withou t a  substantiv e poo l o f knowledg e fro m whic h t o 
draw. Th e respecte d conservativ e rabb i Rober t Gordi s testifie d t o th e se -
riousness o f the cultura l crisi s i n America n Judaism whe n h e wrot e i n 195 5 
that th e "ill s o f America n Jewry , it s vas t shapelessness , th e incredibl y lo w 
level o f Jewish knowledge , it s consequentl y eas y surrende r t o vulgarit y an d 
emptiness . . . al l thes e hav e persiste d to o lon g t o b e discounte d a s signs o f 
immaturity o r a s mer e growin g pains." 82 I n th e word s o f th e historia n 
Lloyd Gartner , America n Jewish religiou s an d cultura l lif e "wa s dominate d 
by th e ques t fo r a n America n for m o f religiou s traditio n an d b y th e effor t 
to maintai n institution s unaide d b y governmen t o r federation s o f Jewis h 
philanthropies."83 

In thei r attemp t t o redefin e ho w th e worl d sa w Jewis h peopl e b y re -
locating the m permanentl y o n th e whit e sid e o f a n internationa l racia l 
divide, Blac k Powe r theorist s an d activist s hi t o n a  Jewish identit y proble m 
that ha s vexe d Jew s sinc e th e ag e o f Enlightenment . Th e proble m o f re -
casting Jewis h identit y outsid e th e lan d o f Israel , i n a  societ y o f relativ e 
freedom an d opportunity , a s somethin g othe r tha n a  respons e t o externa l 
attack an d a  commitmen t t o progressiv e cause s woul d emerg e a s th e pre -
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dominant issu e fo r America n Jewry a t th e clos e o f the twentiet h century . 
The proble m i s one tha t afflict s al l people wh o hav e been historicall y vic -
timized. I n th e word s o f on e critic , th e dilemm a fo r th e Jews i s tha t "a n 
honorable lif e i s not possibl e i f they remembe r to o littl e an d a  normal lif e 
is not possibl e i f they remembe r to o much." 84 Th e manne r i n which mos t 
Jewish intellectual s an d leader s approache d th e issu e o f Blac k Powe r an d 
the political radicalism of the late 1960 s is, almost in its entirety, a  reflection 
of the Jewish struggl e wit h thi s fundamenta l questio n o f selfhood . 

Black Power, the  New Left,  and the Jews 

As alread y mentioned , i n th e las t hal f o f th e twentiet h centur y Jewis h 
identity develope d with tw o fundamental emphases , liberalism and the idea 
of Jewish community . B y th e lat e 1960s , Israe l had emerge d a s the centra l 
focus o f Jewish group-mindedness , and , just a s liberalism ha d com e unde r 
attack, so , too , ha d Jewish nationalism . Th e Six-Da y War , i n 1967 , reac -
tivated feelings fo r th e Jewish stat e in American Jews that had laid dorman t 
since Israel's birth in 194 8 and that many American Jews did not themselve s 
know the y had . O n th e ev e o f the war , Rabb i Morri s Kertze r was able t o 
write tha t America n Jew s "fin d difficult y i n feelin g th e peoplehoo d o f 
Israel, th e mystica l bon d tha t unite s the m wit h thei r coreligionist s outsid e 
the Unite d States." 85 But th e crisi s o f 196 7 was sever e enoug h t o evok e a 
flood o f emotion i n th e America n Jewish community . 

There wa s n o questio n tha t th e centra l rol e played b y the Holocaus t i n 
the mind s o f America n Jew s deepl y affecte d thei r vie w o f th e Six-Da y 
War. Man y i n th e Jewish communit y sustaine d a  lingering guil t ove r no t 
having don e enoug h t o sav e European Jews, and Israe l was considered th e 
only savin g grace o f that ghastl y event , a  constant reminde r fo r man y tha t 
Jews must fend fo r themselves . When Israel' s Arab enemies surrounded th e 
Jewish stat e i n 1967 , man y America n Jews believe d tha t th e comin g wa r 
might ver y wel l resul t i n th e secon d genocida l calamit y fo r Jews i n a  span 
of twenty-five years , and Arab leaders gave them every reason to think tha t 
this migh t b e so . O n Ma y 28 , Presiden t Are f o f Ira q tol d Iraq i soldiers , 
"This i s the da y of battle .  . .  we ar e determined an d united t o achieve ou r 
clear aim—to remov e Israe l from th e map. " Ahmed Shukeiry , hea d o f the 
Palestine Liberation Organization , declare d that hardly a Jew would survive 
to be repatriated t o Europe.86 With th e possibility o f another Holocaus t o n 
their minds , American Jews responded a s they never had previously t o any 
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world crisis . Betwee n th e da y whe n Egypt' s Gama l Abde l Nasse r close d 
the Gul f o f Aqab a o n Ma y 2 3 an d th e en d o f th e wa r o n Jun e 10 , wel l 
over on e hundre d millio n dollar s wa s raise d fo r th e Israe l Emergenc y Fun d 
of th e Unite d Jewis h Appeal . Whil e ther e ha d bee n voca l anti-Zionis t 
minorities withi n th e America n Jewish community , pollster s foun d tha t 9 9 
percent o f al l th e Jew s i n Americ a supporte d th e Israel i positio n i n 1967 . 
Even th e militan t anti-Zionis t grou p th e America n Counci l fo r Judais m 
refrained fro m makin g publi c statement s unti l th e wa r wa s over. 87 I n Jun e 
1967, mor e tha n seventy-fiv e hundre d America n Jews volunteere d t o tak e 
over th e civilia n jobs o f Israeli s wh o wer e servin g i n th e arme d forces . On e 
man arrive d a t th e Jewish Agenc y i n N e w Yor k o n June 5  and offere d hi s 
two son s fo r comba t i n Israe l i n lie u o f th e mone y h e coul d no t affor d t o 
donate. Purchase s o f Israel i bond s soare d b y mor e tha n 13 0 percent. 88 

As sensitivitie s wer e raise d b y th e war , i t becam e clea r t o man y Jew s 
that th e tw o mos t importan t aspect s o f American Jewish identity , th e com -
mitment t o liberalism an d th e Stat e o f Israel, had com e unde r seriou s attack . 
Liberalism an d Israe l alway s ha d thei r enemies , bu t thi s tim e th e attack s 
were disturbin g becaus e the y cam e fro m forme r allie s o n th e left , rathe r 
than fro m thos e o n th e right—tha t is , b y Blac k American s i n th e Blac k 
Power movemen t an d b y formerl y friendl y whites , no w a  par t o f th e rad -
icalized N e w Left . Th e radicalizatio n o f th e N e w Lef t i s a n integra l par t 
of th e stor y o f th e ris e o f Blac k Powe r an d ho w America n Jew s relate d t o 
it, no t onl y becaus e youn g Jew s mad e u p a  disproportionatel y larg e con -
tingent o f th e N e w Left  bu t becaus e th e histor y o f th e N e w Lef t i n th e 
1960s so closel y paralleled th e developmen t o f Black Power . A s one studen t 
leader pu t i t regardin g th e centra l bod y o f th e N e w Left , th e Student s fo r 
a Democrati c Societ y (SDS) , "SD S ha s consistentl y supporte d th e politica l 
viewpoints an d action s o f th e mos t militan t segment s o f th e Blac k move -
ment an d ha s consciousl y shape d it s ow n analysi s an d progra m i n respons e 
to thos e element s a s the y hav e evolve d durin g th e sixtie s fro m Malcol m X 
to S N C C t o th e Blac k Panthe r party." 89 I n man y crucia l respects , th e N e w 
Left an d Blac k Powe r mus t b e analyze d a s par t o f th e sam e phenomenon . 

The N e w Left  ha d it s origin s i n th e civi l right s protest s i n th e Sout h o f 
the earl y 1960s . I n 1962 , whil e stil l th e studen t win g o f th e Democrati c 
Socialist Leagu e fo r Industria l Democracy , SD S ha d issue d it s famou s Por t 
Huron statement , whic h emphasize d th e complicit y o f big governmen t an d 
big corporation s i n th e exploitatio n o f th e commo n ma n an d th e involve -
ment o f commo n peopl e i n th e solution s t o thei r problems . Th e author s 
of th e statemen t define d America' s problem s no t s o muc h i n term s o f clas s 
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divisions, a s th e "old " lef t had , bu t rathe r i n term s o f th e spiritua l depri -
vation experience d b y mos t peopl e a s a  resul t o f elite s tha t ha d capture d 
large institutions , renderin g averag e citizen s powerless , apathetic , alienated , 
and withou t community. 90 Th e N e w Lef t concerne d itsel f with essentiall y 
three areas : th e Vietna m Wa r and , b y extension , th e rol e o f th e Unite d 
States i n worl d affairs ; equalit y fo r Blac k American s and , b y extension , 
other subjugate d people s throughou t th e world ; an d th e rol e o f student s 
in campu s administratio n an d curriculu m development. 91 

But th e humanis m o f th e Por t Huro n Statemen t woul d soo n b e trans -
formed int o violenc e an d nihilism . Lackin g a  clea r metho d b y whic h t o 
achieve thei r goals , th e colleg e student s wh o mad e u p th e hear t o f th e 
movement, radica l studen t leader s lik e Abbi e Hoffman , Jerr y Rubin , an d 
Mark Rudd , socia l theorist s lik e Herber t Marcus e an d Norma n O . Brown , 
and th e violenc e o f the Vietna m Wa r combine d t o radicaliz e th e N e w Left . 
At variou s point s durin g 196 5 an d after , N e w Lef t student s move d t o shu t 
down arm y inductio n center s an d campu s R O T C s , burne d draf t cards , an d 
participated i n campu s sit-ins . Eventually , N e w Leftist s becam e enamore d 
of such radica l Third Worl d revolutionarie s a s Ho Ch i Minh , Ch e Guevara , 
and Ma o Tse-tun g an d o f th e colonia l analog y man y Blac k spokesperson s 
had ascribe d t o ghett o condition s i n th e Unite d States . B y th e lat e 1960s , 
the N e w Lef t bega n t o resembl e th e ol d lef t i n it s factionalism . Th e main -
stream SDS , whic h adhere d t o th e vie w o f Thir d Worl d revolutionaries , 
struggled fo r dominanc e o f th e movemen t wit h th e Progressiv e Labo r 
Party, th e mor e militan t an d orthodo x Marxists . B y 1969 , th e mainstrea m 
SDS ha d forme d a  committe e calle d th e Weathermen , whic h believe d tha t 
the monste r o f capitalis m woul d b e slai n b y Thir d Worl d uprising s abroa d 
and Blac k uprising s a t hom e an d tha t whites , th e beneficiarie s o f "whit e 
skin privilege, " woul d b e unabl e t o participate . Afte r 1969 , th e Weather -
men eventuall y wen t undergroun d t o pla n bombing s agains t capitalis m an d 
so full y accepte d a  progra m o f violenc e tha t th e cul t murdere r Charle s 
Manson becam e a  part y hero. 92 

The ris e o f th e N e w Lef t contribute d t o th e feelin g o f man y middle -
class Jews tha t thei r interest s wer e unde r attack . Bot h th e violenc e th e N e w 
Left committe d an d th e violenc e i t solicite d fro m polic e scare d Jews, man y 
of whom feare d the y woul d suffer  i f the regula r procedure s o f governmen t 
and th e maintenanc e o f la w an d orde r wer e no t upheld . Th e N e w Lef t 
opposition t o bureaucracie s o f all kinds implie d tha t i t was oppose d t o thos e 
institutions tha t embodie d th e concep t o f merit-base d advancement , par -
ticularly withi n governmenta l an d educationa l institutions , i n whic h Jew s 
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found a  grea t dea l o f success . B y 1969 , on e observe r note d tha t "teachin g 
in th e universit y ma y no t tur n ou t t o b e a s goo d a  job a s nice Jewish boy s 
used t o think. " Jewish academic s an d intellectual s hav e produce d a  numbe r 
of studie s an d memoir s tha t reflec t widesprea d disillusionmen t wit h th e 
eruption o f th e universitie s an d th e change s i t wrought. 93 

At th e landmar k Nationa l N e w Politic s Conventio n o f 196 7 in Chicago , 
the radicalis m o f th e N e w Lef t an d th e Blac k Powe r movement s con -
verged, alienatin g man y Jewis h radicals . A t th e convention , th e S N C C 
leader Jame s Forma n marche d int o th e conventio n surrounde d b y me n 
with dashiki s an d declare d himsel f "dictator. " Th e conventio n the n vote d 
to giv e Blac k delegate s 5 0 percen t o f th e votes , thu s handin g th e conven -
tion ove r t o thei r control . Th e youn g Marti n Peretz , a  financial benefacto r 
of th e conventio n an d a  futur e edito r o f th e New  Republic  magazine , re -
ported tha t h e wa s sickene d whe n h e witnesse d a  Jewish radica l screamin g 
at on e o f th e caucuses , "Afte r fou r hundre d year s o f slavery , i t i s righ t tha t 
whites shoul d b e castrated!" 94 Th e conferenc e becam e a  foru m fo r Blac k 
militants, wh o eventuall y drafte d th e polic y statemen t o n th e Middl e Eas t 
that th e conventio n endorsed . Th e statemen t pu t th e conventio n o n recor d 
as condemnin g th e "Imperialis t Zionis t war " o f 1967 . A n alternativ e res -
olution callin g fo r Arab s t o respec t pre-196 7 border s wa s rejecte d ou t o f 
hand. Increasingly , a  movement tha t ha d onc e bee n dominate d b y middle -
class white , ofte n Jewish , student s ha d becom e a  movemen t dominate d b y 
Black militant s an d pro-Thir d World , ofte n Jewish , revolutionaries . I n th e 
words o f on e N e w Left  journalist , "Th e N e w Lef t caucu s meetin g i n Chi -
cago cause d th e firs t rea l crisi s o f conscienc e fo r th e Jewish radical s i n th e 
left establishmen t whe n i t condemne d Zionis m an d th e basi c validit y o f a 
Jewish homelan d an d nation." 95 

Jews on  the  Left  and  Black  Power 

If the violenc e an d anti-Zionis t position s o f th e N e w Lef t frightene d som e 
Jews, th e disproportionat e an d sometime s ver y voca l appearanc e o f radica l 
Jews wh o supporte d th e N e w Lef t o r wer e associate d wit h i t cam e a s n o 
surprise t o thos e familia r wit h th e legac y o f Jewish politica l radicalism . Th e 
history o f Jews i n radica l movement s i s lon g an d strew n wit h example s o f 
the flagrant  disregar d fo r mainstrea m Jewis h concerns . Jew s ha d bee n as -
sociated wit h liberal-lef t politic s sinc e th e Frenc h Revolution , primaril y 
because tha t revolutio n wa s associate d throughou t Europ e wit h th e belie f 
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in equa l citizenshi p an d th e overthro w o f reactionary monarchies . Bu t wit h 
the liberalis m o f the revolution , a s with al l things , ther e wa s a  price t o pay . 
In th e cas e o f th e Jews , th e pric e t o b e pai d woul d b e thei r dissolutio n a s 
a distinc t people , a  presumption hel d b y th e leader s o f the revolutio n itself . 
French politicia n Clermon-Tonner e tol d th e Frenc h parliamen t afte r th e 
revolution tha t "on e mus t refus e everythin g t o th e Jew s a s a  nation , bu t 
one mus t giv e the m everythin g a s individuals." 96 Th e implici t assumptio n 
of liberal-lef t ideolog y wa s tha t Jew s woul d becom e citizen s n o differen t 
from anyon e els e an d tha t al l form s o f parochia l identit y an d triba l loyaltie s I 
would disappea r whe n expose d t o th e ligh t o f reaso n an d freedom . Th e 
left's inclinatio n t o vie w Jewis h particularis m a s reactionary , tribal , an d 
unmodern wa s epitomize d b y th e Marxis t revolutionar y Ros a Luxemburg , 
who commente d tha t " I hav e n o separat e corne r i n m y hear t fo r th e [Jew -
ish] ghetto : I  fee l a t hom e i n th e entir e worl d whereve r ther e ar e cloud s 
and bird s an d huma n tears." 97 

There remained , however , another , perhap s mor e specifi c Jewish prob -
lem fo r th e socialis t wing s o f th e libera l left . Whil e man y socialis t an d 
Communist movement s hav e supporte d equa l citizenshi p fo r Jews, th e as -
sociation o f Jews wit h capitalis m an d thei r disproportionat e representatio n 
among businessmen , traders , an d merchant s ofte n prove d a  thor n i n th e 
side o f radica l movements . On e o f th e way s tha t socialist s an d Marxist s o f 
the nineteent h centur y deal t wit h thi s proble m wa s t o interpre t anti -
Semitism amon g th e masse s a s a  firs t ste p i n th e formatio n o f clas s con -
sciousness. Tal k o f "Jewis h bankers " an d "Jewis h conspiracy " fo r man y 
radicals wa s a  necessar y ste p i n learnin g hatre d towar d al l capitalists , irre -
spective o f religious background . Th e ris e o f the Narodnaya  Volya  anticzaris t 
movement i n th e lat e nineteent h centur y wa s haile d b y man y youn g Jewish 
leftists a s evidence tha t th e revolutio n wa s unde r way . Thre e o f the twenty -
eight member s o f th e executiv e committe e o f thi s organization , whic h 
called fo r a  pogro m i n 188 1 agains t th e czar , th e nobility , an d th e Jews , 
were themselve s Jewish.98 Th e betraya l o f th e Jews b y Jews o n th e lef t wa s 
exemplified b y th e debat e amon g Frenc h socialist s ove r whethe r t o suppor t 
the caus e o f th e Jewis h Frenc h arm y captai n Alfre d Dreyfus , a  victi m o f 
French anti-Semitis m wh o ha d bee n falsel y accuse d o f espionage . Fo r th e 
revolutionary Frenc h left , Dreyfu s wa s a  professiona l soldier , a  captai n i n 
the Army , an d the y allowe d fo r n o distinctio n amon g militarists , eve n thos e 
who wer e bein g persecute d fo r bein g Jewish. 99 

The inclinatio n o f Jewis h radical s t o sympathiz e with , o r a t leas t t o 
tolerate, th e grass-root s anti-Semitis m o f th e masse s wa s eviden t i n th e 
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1960s an d wa s perhap s eve n mor e obviou s tha n i n th e pas t becaus e muc h 
of th e "grass-roots " anti-Semitis m i n th e Unite d State s cam e fro m Blac k 
radicals, whos e leadershi p positio n i n th e revolutionar y movemen t wa s be -
yond dispute . Fo r man y Jews o n th e left , Black s wer e no t accountabl e fo r 
their ow n huma n foible s t o th e sam e exten t a s white s becaus e o f thei r 
oppressed status , an d Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s see n a s th e faul t o f white s 
and/or Jews. Eve n som e old-tim e Jewish leftist s side d with th e radica l Blac k 
Power crow d an d defende d i t fro m charge s o f anti-Semitism . Th e long -
time radica l journal Jewish Currents  an d it s editor , Morri s Schappes , contin -
ued t o thro w suppor t behin d S N C C afte r it s tur n towar d anti-Zionis m 
and anti-Semitism , eve n whil e revealin g th e traditiona l hostilit y o f C o m -
munists towar d nationalis m o f any kind . Whil e Schappe s wrot e tha t "whit e 
liberal progressive s ca n bes t comba t Blac k nationalis m wher e i t exist s b y 
multiplying thei r activit y t o enforc e th e law s an d achiev e integration, " 
Schappes thre w hi s suppor t behin d th e newl y radicalize d Jame s Baldwi n 
and th e caus e o f th e Blac k Panthers . Schappe s wrot e tha t Blac k anti -
Semitism wa s no t a  harmfu l for m o f anti-Semitis m becaus e i t wa s " a de -
fensive, no t a n aggressive , anti,  n o matte r ho w shrill y i t i s sounded." 100 

Another old-lef t Je w wit h a  goo d dea l o f sympath y fo r muc h tha t ha d 
been don e b y th e N e w Lef t wa s th e world-renowne d linguis t Noa m 
Chomsky, wh o defende d th e "Blac k Liberation " movemen t an d th e Blac k 
Panthers agains t charge s o f anti-Semitism . Th e Panther s ha d supporte d th e 
terrorism o f th e Palestin e Liberatio n Organizatio n an d wer e particularl y 
vituperative towar d Israel' s supporter s i n th e Unite d States . Th e June 196 7 
issue o f the Blac k Panthe r journal Black  Powe r published a  song parod y tha t 
included th e followin g lines : "Th e Jew s hav e stole n al l ou r bread/Thei r 
filthy wome n tricke d ou r me n int o bed / .  .  .  We' re gonn a bur n thei r town s 
and .  .  .  piss upo n th e Wailin g Wall / .  . .  That wil l b e ecstasy/killin g ever y 
Jew w e see." 101 Nevertheless , Chomsk y declare d "tha t th e widel y voice d 
claims regardin g th e allege d anti-Semitis m o f the Panther s an d othe r group s 
seems t o m e severel y distorte d an d misleading, " an d h e complaine d tha t 
Jewish fear s o f widesprea d anti-Semitis m i n th e Blac k Panthe r part y wer e 
"so ignoran t a s t o deserv e n o furthe r comment." 1 0 2 

Some leftis t Jewis h intellectual s accepte d Blac k Power' s theor y tha t th e 
only thin g significan t abou t Jews i n th e Unite d State s wa s thei r whit e ski n 
and tha t the y wer e no t onl y heir s t o th e privilege s an d powe r o f whitenes s 
but wer e als o guilt y o f th e racis m an d bigotr y o f whit e Christia n civiliza -
tion. Th e journalis t Na t Hentof f reveale d hi s belie f tha t th e su m tota l o f 
being Jewis h amounte d t o bein g oppresse d an d tha t therefor e America n 
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Jews, wh o wer e n o longe r oppressed , wer e no t reall y Jews anymore . "Eve n 
more astonishing, " Hentof f wrote , playin g o n th e Naz i analogy , "w e hav e 
been supplante d a s Jews. .  . .  We are , al l o f u s wh o ar e white , th e goyim  i n 
America. Th e furthe r questio n is : whic h amon g u s ar e th e Germans?" 103 

Some Jew s o f th e ol d lef t mad e caus e wit h th e N e w Lef t positio n o n 
Israel. Whil e suppor t fo r Israe l amon g th e ol d lef t wa s neve r strong , ther e 
was a  certai n sympath y wit h th e Labo r governmen t tha t rule d th e youn g 
state. Bu t afte r th e Six-Da y War , scholar s lik e Jerrol d Kat z an d Noa m 
Chomsky signe d anti-Zionis t petition s "o n behal f o f th e people s o f th e 
Third World " tha t affirme d thei r identificatio n "intimatel y an d respectfull y 
with thei r tradition s an d creativ e goals." 104 Th e mos t influentia l statemen t 
by a n America n Jewis h intellectua l o n th e ol d lef t wa s I . F . Stone' s articl e 
"Holy War, " whic h appeare d i n th e New  York  Review  of  Books  i n 1967 . I n 
this piece , Ston e claime d t o fee l "honor-boun d t o repor t th e Ara b side , 
especially sinc e th e U.S . pres s i s s o overwhelmingl y pro-Zionist. " Accord -
ingly, Ston e ben t ove r backwar d t o implicat e th e Israeli s i n creatin g th e 
Arab refuge e crisis . Ston e als o pu t dow n th e Stat e o f Israe l a s an expressio n 
of "tribalism, " equatin g thos e Jews wh o wante d a  stat e o f thei r ow n wit h 
King Ferdinan d an d Quee n Isabella , wh o wante d Spai n t o b e onl y fo r th e 
Spanish.105 O n a  separat e occasion , Ston e too k u p th e cudgel s o n behal f o f 
Black militants , writin g tha t th e Jew s hav e i t withi n themselve s t o coun -
tenance a  littl e Blac k anti-Semitism . "Th e Jews ow e th e underprivilege d a 
duty o f patience , charity , an d compassion . I t wil l no t hur t u s Jews t o swal -
low a  fe w insult s fro m overwrough t Blacks." 106 

The inclinatio n o f Jewish radical s t o sympathiz e wit h th e Blac k Powe r 
movement wa s perhap s mos t eviden t i n th e larg e number s o f Jewish N e w 
Leftists wh o refuse d t o reorde r thei r mora l an d intellectua l prioritie s alon g 
the line s suggeste d b y a  stron g Jewis h identification . Whil e Jew s neve r 
constituted a  majorit y o f th e N e w Left  rank-and-file , the y di d accoun t fo r 
a disproportionatel y larg e numbe r o f its leaders. Importan t founder s o f Jew-
ish backgroun d include d A l Haber , Richar d Flacks , Stev e Marx , Bo b Ross , 
Mike Spiegel , Mik e Klonsky , an d Mar k Rudd . Nearl y hal f of the delegate s 
to th e 196 6 SD S conventio n wer e Jews , an d a  numbe r o f Jews becam e 
SDS chapte r president s a t major universities , including Columbia , Berkeley , 
the Universit y o f Wisconsi n (Madison) , Northwester n University , an d 
Michigan University . Jews als o mad e u p a  significant portio n o f the move -
ment's intellectua l vanguard . Betwee n 3 0 an d 5 0 percen t o f th e founder s 
and editoria l board s o f suc h N e w Lef t journal s a s Studies  on  the  Left,  New 
University Thought,  an d Ramparts  wer e o f Jewis h background . Thes e in -
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eluded suc h prominen t N e w Lefter s a s Norma n Fruchter , Rober t Scheer , 
Saul Landau , Marti n Sklar , James Weinstein , Davi d Horowitz , Ott o Fein -
stein, Ronal d Radosh , an d Stanle y Aronowitz . Philosopher s o f Jewish birt h 
were als o amon g th e mos t prominen t intellectua l mentor s o f th e N e w lef t 
and include d suc h figure s a s Isaa c Deutcher , Herber t Marcuse , an d Pau l 
Goodman.107 

Many analyst s struggle d t o explai n th e lac k o f Jewis h loyalt y amon g 
young Jew s o n th e N e w Left . Som e argue d tha t thos e Jew s i n th e N e w 
Left wh o supporte d Ara b claim s i n th e Six-Da y Wa r spran g fro m th e ten -
sion create d whe n th e permissive , child-centered , idea-oriente d environ -
ment o f thei r hom e live s clashe d wit h th e rigi d rule s an d regulation s o f th e 
university. Othe r analyst s continue d t o emphasiz e th e stron g historic Jewish 
commitment t o th e lef t sinc e Europea n emancipation . Stil l other s pointe d 
to th e histori c phenomeno n o f Jewish self-hatred , th e belie f tha t i t i s th e 
fault o f th e Jew s tha t the y ar e disliked. 108 Th e left-win g historia n Arthu r 
Liebman ha s suggeste d tha t th e youn g N e w Lef t Jew s ha d inherite d a 
tradition o f radicalism fro m thei r parent s an d ha d bee n emerse d i n a  whol e 
network o f socialist-inspired institution s sinc e childhood. 109 Th e sociologis t 
Nathan Glaze r support s Liebman' s contention , addin g tha t th e radica l sec -
ular traditio n wa s reinforce d b y th e stron g emphasi s o n intellectua l activ -
ity.110 O f thes e explanations , Jewish self-hatre d wa s probably th e leas t likely , 
for mos t N e w Lef t Jew s ha d bee n raise d i n leftis t home s largel y devoi d o f 
any positiv e o r negativ e link s t o a  Jewish communit y o r Jewis h though t 
and nee d no t hav e rebelle d agains t Judaism o r Jewishness t o arriv e a t thei r 
positions o n Jews an d th e stat e o f Israel. 111 

The Jewish New Left  and the Rejection of "Whiteness" 

All o f thi s i s no t t o sa y tha t th e approac h o f th e N e w Lef t towar d th e 
question o f th e Middl e Eas t di d no t deepl y woun d man y Jews wh o iden -
tified wit h th e N e w Left . Whil e som e Jewish N e w Leftist s abandone d th e 
movement, o r renounce d thei r Jewishnes s an d stayed , other s decide d t o 
form th e Jewish Liberatio n Movement . Th e Jewis h Liberatio n Movemen t 
lasted fro m roughl y 196 8 t o 1974 , a  perio d i n whic h a  numbe r o f Jewis h 
radical newspaper s flourished  o n campuse s an d radica l Jewish group s wer e 
born. "Overall , th e Jewis h N e w Lef t wa s a  loos e confederatio n o f man y 
autonomous group s tha t mor e o r less shared a  variety o f ideas and interests, " 
wrote Bil l Novak , th e edito r o f th e ke y journa l o f th e Jewis h N e w Left , 
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Response.U2 Th e Jewis h N e w Left , o r th e " N e w Jews, " essentiall y con -
cerned itsel f wit h th e issue s o f Israel , Sovie t Jewry , th e "Jewis h Establish -
ment," an d Jewish "oppression " i n th e Unite d States . O n Israel , N e w Jew s 
adamantly defende d Israe l agains t th e charg e o f colonialis m bu t openl y 
opposed th e Israel i governmen t an d favore d recognitio n o f Palestinia n 
rights t o a  sovereig n state. 113 T o b e a  Zionist , wrot e on e radical , "doe s no t 
mean t o suppor t th e Israel i government." 114 A s Jack Nusa n Porter , a n ac -
tivist an d a  chronicle r o f th e Jewish N e w Left , describe d it , Jewish radical s 
in th e N e w Lef t "wil l tak e wha t i s goo d fro m Black s an d SDSer s bu t wil l 
reject wha t i s ba d .  . .  condemn Jewis h slumlords , bu t wil l suppor t Blac k 
Power demand s of . .  .  more jobs , bette r housing , communit y contro l o f 
schools. .  . .  They wil l denounc e th e N e w Left' s biase d accoun t o f Zionis m 
yet see k a  homelan d fo r th e Ara b Palestinians." 115 

But whil e th e N e w Jew s wer e n o doub t sincere , i n practic e wha t man y 
of the m di d wa s appropriat e th e propheti c traditio n o f Judaism t o suppor t 
their radica l politica l agenda . Ignorin g th e ric h Jewis h cultura l tradition , 
which consist s o f various an d competin g strain s o f thought , N e w Lef t Jew -
ish group s suc h a s th e Jewis h Liberatio n Projec t pronounce d tha t "tru e 
commitment t o th e Jewis h traditio n necessitate s participatio n i n revolu -
tionary struggles." 116 Perhap s th e mos t notabl e exampl e o f th e N e w Jews ' 
attempt t o us e Judaism fo r radica l politica l purpose s wa s th e publicatio n o f 
a documen t entitle d The  Freedom  Seder,  compile d b y Arthu r Waskow , a 
Fellow a t th e Institut e fo r Polic y Studie s i n Washington , D.C. , an d on e o f 
the leader s o f the N e w Left-inspire d Nationa l Jewish Organizin g Project. 117 

In thi s document , whic h appeare d i n th e Apri l 196 9 issu e o f Ramparts, 
Waskow dilute d Judaism o f it s particularit y b y insistin g tha t whil e th e na -
tionalisms o f th e Thir d Worl d wer e righteous , th e Jew s mus t alway s b e 
universalist. Wasko w include d i n thi s Passove r hagadah  passages fro m "th e 
shofet [judge] Eldridg e Cleave r (wh o wen t int o exil e like Moses), " "Prophe t 
Gandhi" an d "Prophe t Abrahi m Johannes Muste, " "Ginsber g th e Tzaddik 
[teacher]," "th e Prophe t Dylan, " an d "Rabb i Hanna h Arendt. " W h e n 
Waskow cite d th e traditiona l Sede r phras e "Thi s yea r here , nex t yea r i n 
the lan d o f Israel, " h e wa s quic k t o add , "[W]her e ther e i s liberty , tha t i s 
my country . Tha t i s m y Israel, " a s i f t o assur e th e reader , i n on e critic' s 
words, "tha t h e i s no t a  Zionis t whit e colonize r preparin g t o mov e int o 
the territor y o f a  Thir d Worl d people." 118 Wasko w himsel f explaine d tha t 
"the Freedo m Seder " wa s no t reall y abou t Judaism pe r s e bu t rathe r abou t 
"multiparticularism": "Thu s [it ] i s one experimenta l effor t .  .  .  toward wha t 
the traditio n call s th e Passove r o f th e Messiani c Age , th e Passove r o f th e 
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liberation o f al l th e nations." 119 Wasko w len t credenc e t o th e Blac k radica l 
attempt t o softe n th e severit y o f th e Holocaus t an d t o detrac t fro m it s 
singular qualit y b y comparin g i t t o other , quit e differen t huma n tragedie s 
and b y relegatin g i t t o a  relativel y saf e past , th e danger s o f whic h coul d 
not compar e t o th e mor e ominou s contemporar y situation . I t wa s Was -
kow's belie f tha t th e Jewish traditio n impelle d Jews t o becom e committe d 
to a  radica l transformatio n o f th e world , becaus e th e "moder n superstate s 
are preparin g a  ne w an d muc h mor e thoroug h Holocaust : th e destructio n 
of th e Jewish peopl e an d o f th e whol e huma n race." 120 

The Jewis h Ne w Lef t wa s ofte n incisiv e i n it s descriptio n o f contem -
porary America n lif e an d th e cultura l pric e Jews ha d pai d i n orde r t o enjo y 
full participatio n i n it . Bu t th e ideologica l dependenc y o n sustaine d Jewish 
oppression draine d muc h o f the potenc y fro m thei r otherwis e robus t Jewish 
message. Rathe r tha n attemp t t o defin e possibl e Jewish alternative s t o livin g 
an assimilated , middle-clas s life , th e N e w Jew s preferre d t o continu e t o 
define themselve s a s victims whos e greates t responsibilit y wa s t o asser t thei r 
brotherhood wit h th e poor , th e Black , an d th e dispossessed . A s muc h a s 
they ma y hav e insiste d o n a  muscula r Jewish pride , th e N e w Jew s refuse d 
to relinquis h a  identit y base d o n th e centralit y o f Jewish persecution . 

The N e w Jew s understandabl y lamente d th e los s o f thos e element s o f 
Jewishness an d Judaism tha t man y believe d ha d bee n rendere d "obsolete " 
but blame d thei r los s o n capitalis t oppression , rathe r tha n o n democrati c 
freedom. The y insiste d that , becaus e autonomou s Jewis h communitie s 
would hav e constitute d "indigestible " block s fo r th e America n politica l 
system, certai n aspect s o f Jewish culture , particularl y th e Yiddis h languag e 
and th e observanc e o f th e Sabbath , ha d bee n wipe d ou t b y America n cul -
tural an d economi c pressures . Bu t rathe r tha n se e thes e development s a s 
the resul t o f choice s mad e b y Jew s i n a n ope n an d dynami c society , th e 
New Jews continue d t o portra y th e Jew a s a  victim, attributin g hi s cultura l 
problems t o th e "oppressiveness " o f America n capitalism . 

The activist s i n th e Jewis h Liberatio n Movemen t essentiall y defie d th e 
attempts o f Blac k radical s t o labe l Jews "white, " insistin g instea d tha t Jew s 
were stil l allie d wit h th e dark-skinne d oppressed . Ironically , th e N e w Jew s 
were abl e t o continu e thei r link s wit h th e oppresse d masse s o f Black Amer -
icans b y utilizin g th e Blac k Powe r definitio n o f "whiteness. " Fo r th e Blac k 
Power theorists , "whiteness " wa s a  socia l designatio n fo r peopl e wh o wer e 
beneficiaries o f Europea n imperialis m an d it s lon g histor y o f worl d con -
quest. I n thi s sense , whitenes s becam e les s abou t ski n colo r tha n abou t 
one's relationshi p t o power . W h o go t labele d "white " an d wh o go t labele d 
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"Black" o r "nonwhite " ha d les s t o d o wit h biolog y tha n i t di d wit h 
whether on e wa s a  membe r o f a  grou p historicall y victimize d b y Wester n 
colonialism. B y thi s definition , man y N e w Jews foun d i t eas y t o categoriz e 
themselves a s "peopl e o f color, " sinc e the y ha d bee n th e primar y victim s 
in whit e Christia n societie s throughou t th e age s and , i n thei r ow n eyes , 
remained i n a  stat e o f subjugatio n i n th e Unite d States . Th e N e w Jew s 
argued tha t th e onl y wa y Jew s wer e permitte d t o enjo y th e benefit s o f 
white ski n privileg e i n th e Unite d State s wa s t o renounc e thei r Jewishness. 
This wa s thei r explanatio n fo r Jewish assimilatio n an d th e brea k wit h tra -
dition. I t wa s no t unprecedente d freedo m an d opportunit y tha t convince d 
so man y Jew s tha t traditiona l religiou s observanc e wa s obsolet e bu t rathe r 
the continuin g threa t o f anti-Semitism . I n thi s view , Jewish economi c suc -
cess was a  mere palliativ e fo r th e spiritua l decimatio n Jews ha d experienced . 
Jews, accordin g t o th e Jewis h Liberatio n Movement , wer e no t whit e bu t 
rather a n oppresse d people , kidnape d int o a  Western worl d tha t ha s neve r 
accepted o r respecte d them. 121 A s on e Jewis h N e w Lef t write r pu t it , 
"[W]hen w e com e t o conside r whethe r Jews i n Americ a ar e oppressed , w e 
should no t b e side-tracke d b y th e fac t tha t the y happe n t o b e economicall y 
well of f an d no t subjec t a t th e momen t t o th e kin d o f physica l oppressio n 
faced b y Blacks , Indians , an d Chicanos." 122 Th e Jewish N e w Leftis t M.Ja y 
Rosenberg calle d Jews wh o repudiate d thei r Jewish heritag e "Uncl e Toms " 
and claime d tha t Jewis h Uncl e Tom s di d no t understan d tha t thei r "rele -
vance t o th e Blac k struggl e i s a s a  Jew an d a  fellow victi m o f endles s whit e 
exploitation."123 

The ide a o f th e Je w a s "middleman " an d surrogat e oppresso r allowe d 
the N e w Jew s t o downpla y th e significanc e o f Blac k anti-Semitis m an d 
sometimes eve n t o defen d it . Arthu r Wasko w explaine d tha t th e "occa -
sional outburst s o f explici t anti-Semitism " fro m som e Black s scare d Jew s 
but tha t th e respons e shoul d b e fo r th e "Jewis h grocer s an d teacher s t o all y 
themselves wit h th e Blac k energie s agains t th e socia l syste m tha t ha d op -
pressed the m all. " Throug h a  radica l commitmen t t o revolutionism , Was -
kow argued , Jew s coul d brea k ou t o f thei r "mini-oppressor " roles , whic h 
the rea l oppressor s ha d "slotte d u s into." 124 

Michael Lerner , a  young Jewish activis t o n th e Wes t Coas t an d a  futur e 
editor o f Tikkun  magazine , argue d tha t Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s no t a 
serious concer n becaus e i t wa s roote d i n th e "concret e fac t o f oppressio n 
by Jews o f Blacks in th e ghetto. " N o matte r ho w inappropriat e th e respons e 
from th e Blac k community , Lerne r fel t tha t Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s nev -
ertheless a  disgrac e no t t o Black s bu t t o Jews. "I n short , thi s anti-Semitis m 
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is i n par t a n earne d anti-Semitism, " Lerne r wrot e a s h e counsele d Jews t o 
join th e Blac k anti-Semite s i n condemnin g th e Jewish exploiters. 125 

Other N e w Jew s criticize d th e Jewis h communit y fo r no t bein g mor e 
understanding o f th e valu e o f violence t o Blac k Americans . Fo r thes e Jew -
ish Ne w Leftists , a n immora l tacti c wa s see n a s occasionall y necessar y i n 
order t o achiev e goals , an d the y likene d th e us e o f Blac k violenc e t o th e 
use o f arm s b y Israeli s unde r Ara b attack . " N o othe r alternativ e i s ope n t o 
the Blac k man, " wrot e Joe l Ziff , a  studen t a t Columbi a Colleg e an d di -
rector o f th e Harle m Educationa l Program . "Th e Jewis h communit y ca n 
judge th e civi l right s movemen t i n th e sam e wa y i t evaluate d th e Six-Da y 
War; althoug h violenc e i s no t desirable , th e Israel i us e o f defensiv e ag -
gression i s justified a s th e onl y wa y t o sto p Ara b persecution." 126 Arthu r 
Waskow identifie d wit h Blac k rioter s i n th e urba n ghettos , comparin g th e 
rioters i n Washington , D.C. , who , i n Apri l 1968 , ha d loote d store s o f 
appliances an d clothe s t o th e childre n o f Israe l wh o ha d loote d gol d an d 
jewels upo n thei r escap e fro m Egypt. 127 

Perhaps th e mos t importan t legac y o f th e Jewish Liberatio n Movemen t 
was th e Jewis h feminis t movement . Jewis h wome n ha d bee n a t th e fore -
front o f th e women' s movemen t i n th e Unite d State s i n th e 1960 s an d 
1970s, bu t no t unti l th e earl y 1970 s ha d the y begu n t o participat e i n th e 
movement consciousl y a s Jews. Whil e th e Jewish feminis t movemen t an d 
its confrontatio n wit h Blac k feminist s woul d no t pea k unti l th e mid-1980s , 
the movemen t itsel f go t of f th e groun d durin g th e lat e 1960 s an d earl y 
1970s wit h th e appearanc e o f th e firs t grou p o f article s o n Jewish feminis m 
in a  specia l issu e o f Davka  magazine , th e creatio n o f Jewish feminis t group s 
like Kol  Ishah  an d Ezrat  Nashim,  an d th e appearanc e o f Jewish feminist s 
before th e Rabbinica l Assembl y convention. 128 Thi s activit y wa s followe d 
by a  specia l issu e o n Jewish feminis m i n th e radica l feminis t periodica l Off 
Our Backs  an d a n antholog y o f writing s fro m th e Jewish women' s move -
ment tha t appeare d i n Response  magazin e i n 197 3 an d tha t wa s late r pub -
lished i n book form. 129 Lik e thei r mostl y mal e counterpart s amon g th e N e w 
Jews, th e wome n i n th e Jewish feminis t movemen t include d talente d schol -
ars an d writer s wh o wer e workin g towar d a  reconstructio n o f th e rol e o f 
Jewish wome n withi n Jewish theolog y an d Jewish organizationa l life . Wri t -
ers lik e Bl u Greenberg , Aviv a Canto r Zuckoff , Rache l Adler , Judith Plas -
kow, Arlen e Agus , Susa n Dworkin , an d Paul a Hyma n wrot e incisivel y 
about Jewish law , history , an d politic s i n a n effor t t o brin g th e positio n o f 
women i n Judaism an d i n th e Jewish communit y i n lin e wit h moder n idea s 
about gende r equality. 130 Nevertheless , lik e th e bul k o f th e writer s i n th e 
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Jewish Liberatio n Movement , th e mos t voca l element s o f the Jewish fem -
inist movemen t ha d bee n prodde d int o thinkin g mor e deepl y abou t thei r 
Jewishness by Black radicalism, this time in the form o f the identity politics 
of Black feminists , which , i n attemptin g t o strengthe n linkage s wit h fem -
inists o f th e Thir d World , tende d t o defin e Jewis h wome n outsid e th e 
circle o f the oppressed . The Jewish lesbian feminist Ell y Bulkin has testified 
that much "a s the women's movemen t o f the late sixties and early seventies 
had it s root s i n th e earlie r civi l right s struggl e an d th e Ne w Left . .  . the 
increasing numbe r o f women wh o defin e ourselve s a s Jewish feminists .  . . 
owe a  significant deb t a s well to the emergenc e . . . o f a broad-based Thir d 
World feminis t movemen t i n thi s country." 131 A s a  result , th e Jewishness 
of many Jewish feminist s amounte d t o a  fierce defens e o f thei r oppresse d 
status bot h a s Jews an d a s women, deferring , a s most Jewish Ne w Leftist s 
did, t o th e ide a tha t Jews i n genera l an d Jewish wome n i n particula r con -
tinue t o b e th e target s o f widesprea d discriminatio n an d bigotry . Ell y 
Bulkin ha s written tha t "Jewishnes s i s not , a s many assume , equivalen t t o 
whiteness. Racism i s a significant proble m amon g [sic]  Jews." Accordingly , 
Bulkin attribute d th e growt h o f "Jewish feminis t consciousnes s i n th e pas t 
few year s . . . t o a  significan t upsurg e i n anti-Jewis h act s i n th e Unite d 
States an d i n othe r part s o f the world." 132 

Like th e Ne w Jews, man y Jewish feminist s wer e ambivalen t abou t Zi -
onism an d th e Stat e o f Israel, the majorit y o f them supportin g a  homeland 
for Jew s bu t havin g tremendou s misgiving s abou t Israel i policie s towar d 
Palestinian Arabs. 133 Eve n th e mos t pro-Zionis t feminist s ofte n justifie d 
their suppor t fo r Israe l i n term s o f recompense fo r Jewish sufferin g an d i n 
this way linked thei r Zionism to the Black struggle for equality . The prom -
inent Jewish feminis t Lett y Cotton Pogrebi n ha s written in this regard that , 
to her , "Zionis m i s simply a n affirmativ e actio n pla n o n a  national scale " 
justified b y th e "intransigenc e o f worldwide anti-Semitism." 134 

After muc h struggle , man y Jewish feminist s finall y cam e t o res t o n a n 
identity define d almos t solel y b y th e Jewis h relationshi p t o oppression . 
"White Jews i n thi s societ y ar e oppresse d a s Jews, yet privilege d a s people 
with whit e skin, " write s Ell y Bulkin. 135 Fo r radica l Jewish feminist s lik e 
Evelyn Torto n Beck , Jewish "success " in th e Unite d State s and elsewher e 
has alway s bee n tenuou s an d tainte d b y th e large r purpos e o f Jewish ex -
ploitation. "Th e grea t American dream, 'from rag s to riches,' "  writes Beck, 
"is simpl y no t acceptabl e t o Jews . . . i t i s only becaus e som e group s hav e 
'allowed' it : ofte n .  . .  with th e purpose o f using Jews a s a buffer and/o r as 
an eas y scapegoa t whe n on e i s needed." 136 
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The Jewis h N e w Leftist s se t th e standar d fo r th e mainstrea m Jewis h 
response t o Blac k Power , arguin g vehementl y tha t America n Jew s wer e 
still amon g th e oppresse d an d tha t thei r plac e wa s stil l alongsid e Blac k 
Americans. I n this , Jewis h N e w Leftist s ha d take n Jewis h suffering , th e 
most readil y availabl e an d usabl e for m o f Jewish identity , an d mad e i t th e 
defining elemen t i n thei r program . I n th e min d o f Jewish N e w Leftists , 
Jews wer e nonwhite ; Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s antiwhit e an d therefor e no t 
anti-Jewish; th e expressio n o f Black Powe r wa s identica l t o th e expressio n 
of Jewishness an d Judaism i n it s various forms , includin g Zionism ; an d Jews 
were no t onl y playin g th e rol e o f whit e oppressor s bu t i n fac t wer e aban -
doning thei r link s t o Jewish traditio n b y no t alignin g themselve s wit h Blac k 
Power. Bu t whil e Jewis h N e w Leftist s pride d themselve s o n a  radica l ap -
proach t o Jewish identity , thei r lea d wa s i n fac t bein g followe d closel y b y 
mainstream libera l Jewis h leader s an d intellectual s wh o ofte n share d th e 
New Jews ' basi c assumption s abou t Jewis h identit y an d it s lin k t o Blac k 
Americans. 

Liberal Jews and  Black  Power 

Despite th e Ne w Left' s critiqu e o f th e Jewis h establishment , man y estab -
lishment figure s adhere d largel y t o th e N e w Left' s radica l interpretatio n o f 
events a s they pertaine d t o rac e relation s an d th e plac e o f Jews i n th e Unite d 
States. Tha t is , a  vas t majorit y o f Jewish leader s an d spokespersons , strug -
gling t o dea l wit h th e shoc k o f persisten t anti-Semiti c an d anti-Zionis t 
rhetoric comin g fro m th e precinct s o f thei r histori c Blac k allies , continue d 
to cling , sometime s desperately , t o a  Jewish identit y base d o n activ e in -
volvement i n Blac k cause s an d civi l rights . Mos t o f these leader s subscribe d 
to th e notio n tha t Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s negligibl e o r "understandable " 
given th e "uneven " relationshi p i n whic h th e member s o f bot h group s 
were engage d an d tha t Jew s themselve s continue d t o b e th e natura l allie s 
of Blac k American s becaus e the y were , i n som e ways , stil l th e victim s o f 
white Christia n discriminatio n an d no t full y o f th e privilege d "white " ma -
jority. Evidenc e o f thes e attitude s abound s fro m th e lat e 1960s . 

Major nationa l Jewish organization s an d prominen t Jewis h leader s con -
tributed t o a  virtua l cascad e o f voice s seekin g t o strengthe n Jewis h com -
mitment t o th e Blac k revolution . Th e Nationa l Jewis h Communit y R e -
lations Advisory Counci l issue d a  statement i n 196 7 on rac e relations , sayin g 
that "fo r th e Jewish communit y t o b e deflecte d fro m it s suppor t an d ad -
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vocacy o f equality fo r Negroe s o n th e groun d tha t Negroe s ar e anti-Semiti c 
would no t onl y b e self-defeating , exacerbatin g precisel y wha t w e mea n t o 
combat; bu t woul d b e t o repudiat e a  fundamenta l tene t o f Jewis h 
tradition—equal justic e fo r all." 137 Arthu r J . Goldberg , a  forme r Suprem e 
Court Justic e an d th e newl y electe d presiden t o f th e America n Jewis h 
Committee, a t th e annua l meetin g o f th e Executiv e Boar d i n 196 8 urge d 
that Jews continu e t o ai d Black s t o achiev e ful l equality . "Th e grea t bod y 
of Negroes, " Goldber g said , "d o no t shar e th e opinio n o f th e fe w extrem -
ists withi n ou r ow n community , an d Jew s shoul d no t b e deterre d fro m 
their obligatio n t o comba t bigotr y agains t an y minority. " Rabb i Walte r 
Wurzberger, th e edito r o f th e moder n orthodo x quarterl y Tradition,  con -
curred: "Irrespectiv e o f al l short-ter m consideration s o f expedienc y o r en -
lightened self-interest , w e mus t b e guide d b y ou r religiou s traditio n whic h 
regards involvemen t wit h socia l an d economi c concern s o f al l me n a s a 
religious imperative." 138 Marti n Jelin, th e presiden t o f th e N e w Jerse y are a 
American Jewis h Committee , tol d th e N e w Jerse y Stat e Conferenc e tha t 
"no matte r ho w tryin g Jew s fin d Blac k extremis t reaction , w e mus t no t 
forget ou r relation s t o Blacks , ou r feelin g o f brotherhood an d ou r commo n 
destiny." Th e conferenc e itsel f adopte d a  resolutio n statin g tha t "w e mus t 
reject th e temptatio n t o ge t ou t o f th e struggl e fo r socia l justic e becaus e 
some element s hav e resorte d t o intolerabl e tactics." 139 Paul Davidoff , chair -
man o f the America n Jewish Congres s Specia l Tas k Forc e o n Negro-Jewis h 
Relations, declare d i n a  speec h i n 196 9 tha t "Negr o anti-Semitis m pose s 
little, i f any , threa t t o Jewis h institution s o r t o th e surviva l o f th e Jewis h 
people. Jew s mus t tempe r thei r reactio n t o th e rhetori c o f Blac k Powe r 
with thi s knowledge." 140 Rabb i Harr y Halpern , th e chairma n o f th e Join t 
Commission o n Socia l Actio n o f th e Conservativ e movement' s Unite d 
Synagogues o f America , wrot e tha t "anti-Jewishnes s i s no t a n integra l par t 
of th e Blac k man' s struggl e fo r freedom , identity , an d self-determination " 
and tha t "Jew s mus t no t withhol d th e suppor t whic h the y hav e given , i n 
the past , t o hel p th e Negr o i n hi s desperat e battl e fo r real , a s oppose d t o 
alleged, emancipation. " T o d o s o woul d b e "t o betra y ou r heritag e an d 
the basi c principle s o f ou r faith." 141 Henr y Schwarzchild , a  refuge e fro m 
Nazi Germany , a  fellow a t th e Metropolita n Applie d Researc h Center , an d 
a membe r o f th e Commissio n o n Religio n an d Rac e o f th e Conservativ e 
movement's Synagogu e Counci l o f America, claime d t o b e appalle d b y th e 
anti-Semitism h e sa w i n suc h event s a s th e N e w Politic s Conventio n i n 
Chicago i n 1967 . Nevertheless , i n hi s "Jewis h judgement, " thi s kin d o f 
anti-Semitism shoul d no t dete r Jews fro m helpin g Black s becaus e th e suf -
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fering o f Blac k American s ha d give n the m a n inexhaustibl e reservoi r o f 
moral credi t upo n whic h t o draw. 142 Durin g th e N e w Yor k Cit y schoo l 
strike i n 1968 , Schwarzchil d criticize d th e Anti-Defamatio n Leagu e repor t 
that declare d tha t anti-Semitis m wa s a t a  "crisi s level " becaus e i t onl y di -
verted energie s fro m th e mor e importan t civi l right s struggle. 143 

In general , Jewis h leader s wh o wer e concerne d tha t th e Jewis h com -
munity an d Judais m remai n "involved " i n th e rac e revolutio n an d "rele -
vant" t o th e problem s o f th e inne r cit y excoriate d thos e Jews an d Jewis h 
congregations tha t the y believe d ha d abandone d th e inner-cit y ghetto s b y 
retreating t o th e sanctuar y o f th e suburbs . Rabb i Balfou r Brickne r o f th e 
Union o f American Hebre w Congregation s mince d n o words : "To o man y 
Jews hav e remove d themselve s an d thei r organization s fro m th e inne r cit y 
even whil e talkin g abou t th e nee d t o respon d t o th e urba n crisis . Thi s 
makes u s irrelevan t t o th e struggl e t o rebuil d th e cities." 144 Harr y Fleisch -
man, rac e relation s coordinato r fo r th e America n Jewis h Committee , 
turned th e attac k agains t America n Jews , denyin g tha t ther e wa s a  highe r 
level o f anti-Semitis m i n th e Blac k communit y tha n amon g whit e Chris -
tians an d insistin g tha t almos t ever y instanc e o f Blac k anti-Semitis m ha d 
been repudiate d b y responsibl e Blac k leaders. 145 

With th e specte r o f growin g Blac k anti-Semitis m al l bu t undeniable , i t 
took considerabl e effor t o n th e par t o f Jewish leader s t o continu e t o down -
play it s significance . On e documen t tha t Jewis h leader s an d intellectual s 
found helpfu l wa s th e Anti-Defamatio n League-sponsore d stud y b y Gar y 
T. Mar x title d Protest  and Prejudice:  A  Study  of  Belief in  the  Black Community, 
published i n 1967. 146 Th e stud y wa s prompte d b y th e inner-cit y riot s tha t 
took plac e i n Ne w Yor k an d i n othe r citie s i n 196 4 an d focuse d o n mea -
suring th e climat e o f opinio n i n th e Blac k communit y regardin g th e civi l 
rights movement . Mar x surveye d mor e tha n a  thousand Blac k adult s i n th e 
North an d Sout h i n Octobe r 196 4 an d fro m hi s inde x o f prejudic e con -
cluded tha t Blac k American s wer e essentiall y moderat e an d rejecte d th e 
extremism o f certai n Blac k nationalis t movements . O n th e matte r o f anti -
Semitism, Mar x conclude d tha t Black s wer e n o mor e prejudice d tha n 
whites an d that , i n fact , the y wer e probabl y les s anti-Semitic b y mos t meas -
ures. Mar x di d find , however , tha t Black s tende d t o hav e mor e "econom -
ically base d anti-Semitism " tha n whites , a  consequence , Mar x believed , o f 
frequent Black-Jewis h economi c interaction . Mar x conclude d that , "whil e 
African America n anti-Semitis m i s deplorable , i t certainl y i s mor e under -
standable tha n whit e anti-Semitism." 147 

Marx's stud y cam e unde r heav y criticis m fro m othe r socia l scientist s fo r 
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relying solel y o n surve y dat a an d fo r lettin g hi s ow n persona l bia s towar d 
the Black struggle for equality  impinge on his methods of data collection. 148 

Perhaps th e mos t seriou s proble m wit h th e stud y wa s it s limited inclusio n 
of young Blacks and college-educated Black s among those surveyed, which 
significantly reduce d it s power t o predict how Black attitudes might evolv e 
after 1964 , th e yea r th e interview s wer e completed . Onl y 1 3 percen t o f 
Marx's respondent s ha d som e colleg e education ; onl y 2 2 percen t wer e 
eighteen t o twenty-nin e year s old . Durin g th e thre e year s betwee n th e 
time th e researc h wa s conducte d an d th e book' s publication , a  number o f 
significant event s occurre d tha t appea r t o hav e throw n th e study' s validit y 
into seriou s doubt : th e assassinatio n o f Malcolm X; th e Watts riot ; an d th e 
birth o f Blac k Power , t o nam e onl y a  few . Th e increase d alienatio n o f 
Black Americans age s sixteen throug h twenty-fiv e wa s capture d i n a  study 
by Fortune  magazine tha t foun d tha t nearl y twic e a s many Blacks from tha t 
age grou p rejecte d integratio n a s a  primar y objectiv e compare d t o thei r 
elders.149 Marti n Duberman , a  Princeto n Universit y historian , wrot e i n a 
1968 revie w o f th e Mar x stud y tha t th e "questio n whic h the n arise s i s 
whether a  significan t shif t i n Negr o attitude s ha d take n plac e i n th e pas t 
year—that is , since Marx' s boo k wen t t o press." 150 By most indications , i t 
had. 

Nevertheless, man y Jewish leader s and intellectuals use d the Marx stud y 
to bolste r thei r belie f tha t Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s no t a  major threa t an d 
that therefor e th e prope r Jewish respons e woul d b e t o redoubl e effort s o n 
behalf o f Black Americans . Dor e Senary , a  leader o f the Anti-Defamatio n 
League, condemne d th e Blac k extremis m tha t h e ha d witnesse d i n 196 7 
but cite d th e Mar x stud y a s evidenc e tha t Black s wer e no t inordinatel y 
prejudiced agains t Jews. Senar y analyze d th e result s o f the Nationa l Con -
ference o n Ne w Politic s in Chicag o a t which "th e imperialis t Zionis t war " 
was condemned an d a t which th e concep t o f racial separation was adopte d 
as a  goal , writin g tha t th e "Blac k demagogues " wh o ra n th e conventio n 
were "racis t revolutionarie s wh o hol d nothing but contemp t fo r th e whol e 
civil right s movement. " I n "utte r dismay, " Senar y rea d SNCC' s June/July 
newsletter, whic h containe d attack s o n Israe l an d Jews, an d condemne d 
SNCC fo r "parrotin g th e viciou s anti-Zionis t an d anti-Jewis h diatribe s o f 
Arab and Soviet propagandists." Nevertheless, Senary paraphrased the Marx 
study on Black anti-Semitism. "T o th e degree that they [Blacks ] distinguish 
between Jewish an d non-Jewis h whites , they  prefer Jews." Senar y suggeste d 
that Jews shoul d "ge t th e message " th e Blac k extremist s were sendin g an d 
recommit themselve s t o th e alleviatio n o f Black grievances. 151 
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In a  long pamphle t issue d b y th e Refor m movement' s Unio n o f Amer -
ican Hebre w Congregation s i n 1968 , Rabbi Henr y Cohe n se t ou t t o defin e 
a "Jewis h vie w o f th e Negr o revolt. " A t it s deepes t religiou s core , Rabb i 
Cohen wrote , Judais m demande d tha t Jew s pursu e justic e fo r al l huma n 
beings, Jew s an d non-Jew s alike , an d thi s injunctio n ha d nothin g t o d o 
with th e respons e Jews go t fro m thos e thei r effort s benefit . Cohe n too k a 
rather benig n vie w o f Blac k Power , arguin g tha t onl y S N C C ha d take n 
the separatis t elemen t o f Blac k Powe r ver y seriousl y an d tha t mos t estab -
lished Blac k leader s maintaine d thei r visio n o f "Blac k an d whit e together. " 
In orde r t o validat e thi s contention , Cohe n use d Gar y Marx' s study , claim -
ing tha t "th e overwhelmin g majorit y o f America n Negroe s rejec t th e va -
rieties o f Blac k Nationalis m an d accep t th e coalitio n an d integratio n strat -
egies o f the olde r leadership. " Th e Jewish respons e t o Blac k anti-Semitism , 
according t o Cohen , shoul d b e on e o f understandin g an d "sometime s ask -
ing ourselve s ho w muc h w e shoul d giv e u p fo r th e sak e o f ou r neigh -
bor."152 

Cohen an d Senar y wer e b y n o mean s alon e i n thei r sentiments . I n a 
speech t o th e Worl d Jewish Congres s i n 1967 , Chie f Judge Gu s J. Solomo n 
of th e Unite d State s Distric t Cour t i n Orego n reiterate d Cohen' s views , 
saying tha t althoug h man y o f th e Blac k extremist s ha d becom e racis t an d 
anti-Semitic, h e wa s convince d "tha t th e conclusion s o f th e Anti -
Defamation Leagu e studie s whic h showe d les s antagonis m b y African -
Americans agains t Jew s tha n agains t ever y othe r grou p o f white s ar e ac -
curate" an d tha t Jew s an d other s nee d t o continu e t o exten d hel p t o th e 
Black community. 153 

By superimposin g th e attitude s o f olde r an d les s educate d Black s fro m 
the earl y 1960 s ont o th e radicalize d racia l scen e o f the lat e 1960s , th e Mar x 
study seeme d t o complemen t a  widespread effor t amon g Jewish communit y 
relations professional s t o han g o n t o th e vestige s o f the integrate d civi l rights 
movement. Th e urgen t cal l o f man y Jewish leader s t o remai n involve d i n 
the Blac k struggle , combine d wit h thei r cal l t o understan d Blac k Power , 
often mad e fo r a n awkwar d mixture , wit h Jewis h leader s espousin g prais e 
for Blac k Powe r an d th e virtue s o f Blac k self-help , whil e a t th e sam e tim e 
calling fo r greate r Jewish involvemen t i n Blac k affairs . Thi s reflecte d a  tota l 
disregard fo r th e meanin g an d implication s o f Blac k Powe r an d a  com -
mensurate rejectio n o f th e ver y ide a o f a n autonomou s Jewish communit y 
with independen t purpose . 

The cas e o f Bertram Gold , th e executiv e vic e presiden t o f the America n 
Jewish Committee , provide s perhap s th e mos t glarin g exampl e o f a  Jewish 
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communal leade r who state d hi s support fo r th e Black Power objective s o f 
self-help an d grou p pride , onl y t o recommen d mor e Jewish commitmen t 
to th e Blac k struggle,  eve n t o th e exten t o f diverting communa l resource s 
from interna l Jewish needs . I n a n addres s t o th e Nationa l Conferenc e o f 
Jewish Communa l Servic e i n 1968 , Gol d warne d Jews no t t o buil d a  my-
thology abou t Blac k militant s an d reveale d hi s hope s tha t Jews woul d b e 
able to carr y on a s allies of Blacks. "Al l Black militants are not alike, " Gold 
wrote. "No t al l Blac k militant s rejec t allianc e wit h whites . No t al l Black 
militants ar e anti-Semitic . W e hav e t o devis e strategies—an d som e o f us 
are doin g just that—fo r keepin g lines o f communication wit h thes e force s 
open." I t wa s Gold' s belie f tha t Jewish communa l agencie s wer e to o "in -
ward" looking , and , surprisingly , tha t relations with othe r groups of Amer-
icans deserve d a  portion o f Jewish communa l resource s equa l t o tha t re -
served fo r Jewis h education . Th e Jewis h communit y syste m mus t ente r 
what Gol d believe d wa s a  new phas e tha t "wil l recogniz e tha t th e Jewish 
community syste m an d th e genera l communit y syste m are interdependent , 
and that along with the increasing attention we are giving to Jewish knowl-
edge w e mus t als o giv e increasin g attentio n t o makin g ou r ow n traditio n 
relevant t o today' s society." 154 

Obviously, i n callin g for a n equa l distribution o f resources to both Jew-
ish educatio n an d th e rac e revolution , Gol d reveale d tha t h e di d no t con -
sider the problem of religious ignorance among Jews or the related problem 
of Jewish continuit y i n th e Unite d State s t o b e particularl y urgent . Bu t 
Gold di d no t eve n perceiv e tha t hi s recommendations wer e antithetica l t o 
the objective s o f Black Power . Despit e declarin g tha t Black Power desire d 
temporary separation most of all, one of the most important objectives Gol d 
outlined wa s fo r Jews t o hel p Black s creat e Blac k welfar e federation s an d 
to extend themselves in every way possible where integration had a chance. 
For Gold , apparently , Blac k separatio n wa s acceptable , bu t onl y fo r rhe -
torical purposes , whil e Jewish separatio n an d interna l Jewish developmen t 
was no t a  high priorit y a t all . "Th e Jewish community, " Gol d concluded , 
"will no t mee t thi s challeng e b y leavin g th e large r struggl e i n a  new iso -
lation tha t woul d hav e u s concentrat e onl y o n program s o f narrowl y de -
fined Jewish concern." 155 

In playing dow n th e ba d i n Black Powe r an d emphasizin g th e positive , 
some Jewis h leader s expresse d th e belie f tha t Blac k Powe r woul d hel p 
create an atmosphere mor e conduciv e t o true diversit y and hence a  United 
States i n whic h America n Jewish lif e coul d flourish  i n muc h greate r free -
dom. Bu t statin g thi s required tha t thes e Jews ignore th e paradox o f Black 
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Power pluralism , whic h emphasize d socia l division s base d o n rac e an d sub -
merged th e difference s amon g whit e ethni c group s beneat h th e banne r o f 
"white ski n privilege. " Isma r Schorsc h o f the Jewish Theologica l Seminar y 
believed tha t Blac k Powe r represente d a  rea l opportunit y fo r America n 
Jews an d tha t droppin g ou t o f th e Blac k struggl e represente d a  betraya l o f 
Jewish self-interest . Schorsc h though t tha t ultimatel y Jews woul d gai n fro m 
a "Negr o victory " becaus e i t woul d enabl e Jews t o overcom e th e psycho -
logical scar s fro m whic h the y ha d suffere d a s th e pric e fo r emancipation . 
"The pric e w e pai d wa s th e agreemen t no t t o identif y ourselve s publicl y 
as Jews, t o suppres s ever y publi c displa y o f Jewishness. .  .  .  The victor y o f 
the Blac k revolutio n ca n onl y ai d i n strengthenin g ou r ow n identificatio n 
with th e Jewish community." 156 Alber t Vorspan , directo r o f th e Commis -
sion o n Socia l Actio n o f Refor m Judaism , als o believe d tha t Blac k Powe r 
would resul t i n rea l benefit s fo r Jews . "Th e driv e fo r Blac k Powe r is , 
ideally, openin g Americ a t o a  ne w an d tru e pluralis m i n whic h Jew s wil l 
be on e o f th e importan t beneficiar y groups. " Fo r Vorspan , th e proble m 
with Judais m i n Americ a wa s no t tha t i t neede d redefinitio n fro m withi n 
but tha t i t wa s no t concerne d enoug h wit h crise s an d event s outsid e o f th e 
Jewish community . Th e solutio n mean t "a n intoxicatio n wit h shapin g a 
better world." 157 Vorspan , lik e man y o f the others , advocate d Blac k Powe r 
as goo d fo r Jewis h autonomy , bu t h e coul d no t brea k fro m th e libera l 
consensus tha t th e firs t priorit y o f Jews mus t b e th e affair s o f th e Blac k 
community. 

All o f whic h bring s u s t o th e wor k o f Dr . Leonar d Fein , a  well-know n 
scholar an d a  consultant t o a  number o f national Jewish communa l agencies , 
who emerge d i n th e lat e 1960 s a s the foremos t libera l spokesma n o n Black -
Jewish relations . I t i s interestin g t o analyz e Fein' s positio n o n th e issu e o f 
Black Powe r becaus e h e ha s bee n a  particularly creativ e an d articulat e pro -
ponent o f Jewish continuit y i n th e Unite d States , an d on e wh o ha s con -
vincingly argue d tha t a  Jewish preoccupatio n wit h anti-Semitis m ha s bee n 
a primar y obstacl e t o th e developmen t an d sustenanc e o f Jewish lif e an d 
culture.158 Bu t Fein' s approac h t o Blac k Powe r an d Blac k anti-Semitis m 
reveals tha t h e himsel f wa s no t fre e fro m relianc e o n Jewish victimizatio n 
for hi s formulatio n o f identity . 

Fein sa w Blac k Powe r a s a  reasonabl e respons e t o th e failur e o f integra -
tion, on e tha t wa s full y withi n th e historica l pattern s o f American pluralis m 
and a  wa y b y whic h th e Blac k communit y coul d organiz e t o gai n it s due , 
"not unlik e th e creatio n o f th e labo r movemen t fift y year s ago. " Ignorin g 
the historica l example s o f whit e Protestant s an d Jews , tw o o f th e mos t 
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successful ye t disunite d an d individualisti c America n ethni c groups , Fei n 
energetically defende d th e integrit y o f th e pluralisti c assumption s behin d 
Black Power. 159 Blac k Power , wrot e Fein , i s a  recognitio n o f wha t ever y 
other ethni c grou p i n Americ a knows : "Th e wa y t o mov e ahea d i n thi s 
society i s t o organize , t o mov e togethe r a s a  group." 160 Nevertheless , h e 
apparently di d no t tak e th e objective s an d principle s o f Blac k Powe r seri -
ously and , consequently , recommende d a  pat h fo r white s tha t ra n alon g 
lines antithetica l t o thos e principles : "Th e firs t i s to d o wha t w e hav e neve r 
done before , t o fulfil l th e promis e o f integration. " Accordingly , Fei n dis -
regarded th e Blac k Powe r preferenc e fo r communit y contro l o f schoo l 
districts an d suggeste d a n "immediat e metropolitanizatio n o f ou r schoo l 
system, eve n i f such a  step wer e t o involv e som e qualitativ e sacrific e i n th e 
educational excellenc e o f whit e suburba n schools." 161 Fei n confesse d tha t 
the message s o f Blac k Powe r wer e confusin g t o him , bu t hi s ow n visio n 
of Blac k Power , compatibl e wit h a n effor t a t massiv e integration , seeme d 
more a  reflectio n o f hi s preferenc e fo r continuin g a  Black-Jewis h allianc e 
than a n objectiv e appraisa l o f Blac k demands . 

Fein's positio n suffere d fro m a  seriou s inconsistency , i n whic h th e plu -
ralist potentia l o f Black Powe r wa s exalte d bu t th e Blac k Powe r insistenc e 
on th e "whiteness " an d similarit y o f al l whit e ethni c group s wa s ignored . 
"If, therefore , i t [Blac k Power ] succeeds , we ourselve s [Jews ] wil l be amon g 
its unintende d beneficiaries, " Fei n wrote. 162 Bu t Blac k Powe r militant s 
were no t intereste d s o muc h i n cultura l diversit y an d ethni c toleranc e a s 
they wer e i n gainin g powe r b y usin g th e politica l advantage s accruin g t o 
the victim s o f whit e racism . Becaus e o f thi s limite d vie w o f America n 
pluralism, anti-Semitism , i f no t inextricabl y linke d t o Blac k Power , ma y 
have bee n a  necessar y correlat e becaus e o f th e ambiguou s statu s o f Jews, 
at leas t i n th e Jewish psyche , vis-a-vi s powe r an d discrimination . Fei n him -
self acknowledged thi s difficult y wit h Blac k Power , bu t instea d o f address -
ing i t h e se t ou t t o fin d a  plac e fo r Jew s i n America' s ne w pluralisti c 
universe a s something othe r tha n white , a  position tha t woul d an d di d fin d 
much oppositio n withi n th e rank s o f Blac k Power . Th e wor d "Black, " 
which th e Blac k Powe r advocate s preferre d t o "Negro , " wa s unsettlin g fo r 
Fein becaus e i t implie d a n inaccurat e Black-whit e racia l dichotom y tha t 
Jews seeme d t o straddle . "Th e fac t o f th e matte r is, " wrot e Fein , "tha t 
Jews, howeve r muc h w e hav e accumulate d th e trapping s o f American suc -
cess, ar e no t white . W e ar e no t whit e symbolically , an d w e ar e no t whit e 
literally. .  .  .  We ar e to o muc h a n oppresse d people , still , an d to o muc h a 
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rejected people , eve n i n thi s country , t o accep t th e designatio n 'white. ' " 
Fein admitte d tha t Jew s wer e no t exactl y "Black, " bu t h e believe d the y 
possessed a  special racia l statu s tha t woul d serv e a s the ke y t o a  viable Jewish 
future i n th e Unite d States . Th e Jew s mus t se e t o i t tha t a s a  communit y 
they d o no t ac t a s whites , Fei n wrote , "no t onl y becaus e w e o f al l peopl e 
ought t o kno w better , bu t becaus e w e shal l cu t ourselve s of f from ou r ow n 
future i f we do." 1 6 3 

Long on e o f th e mos t thoughtfu l intellectual s o n th e Jewish scene , Fei n 
had bee n amon g th e firs t t o attes t t o th e distractio n tha t a  preoccupatio n 
with anti-Semitis m ha s bee n fo r thos e tryin g t o lea d a n affirmativ e Jewis h 
life. I t wa s n o surprise , then , tha t whe n i t becam e almos t impossibl e t o 
deny th e significanc e o f Blac k anti-Semitism , Fei n di d no t attemp t t o dis -
miss i t but , instead , refuse d t o dea l wit h it . A s lat e a s 1969 , Fei n argue d 
that Jew s ough t no t t o inves t grea t attentio n i n th e matte r o f Blac k anti -
Semitism, "no t becaus e Blac k peopl e nee d t o b e indulged , no r becaus e w e 
need t o b e slappe d i n th e face , bu t quit e simpl y an d quit e plainl y becaus e 
we hav e mor e seriou s matter s t o atten d to . " B y th e tim e o f th e majo r 
Black-Jewish altercation s o f th e lat e 1960s , Fei n believe d tha t a n oppor -
tunity fo r a  ne w Jewis h awakenin g ha d bee n averte d b y "hysterica l over -
reaction," whic h serve d t o diver t communa l energie s int o defensiv e 
patterns tha t wer e bot h familii r an d unproductive . "I t i s . . . a s i f we nee d 
anti-Semites, nee d t o b e confronte d b y others , les t we b e forced t o confron t 
ourselves."164 I n a n intervie w wit h Time  magazin e fo r a  majo r cove r stor y 
on th e "crisis " betwee n Black s an d Jews , Fei n sai d tha t som e Jew s ha d 
responded t o Blac k anti-Semitis m i n a  slightl y paranoi d manne r an d tha t 
"Jews i n a  pervers e kin d o f wa y nee d anti-Semites . Jew s i n thi s countr y 
are i n fairl y seriou s troubl e spirituall y an d ideologically , an d i t i s very com -
forting t o com e onc e agai n t o a n ol d an d familia r problem." 165 

But Fei n di d no t conside r tha t th e identificatio n o f Jews wit h Blacks , 
embodied i n hi s ow n insistenc e tha t Jew s wer e no t white , derive d fro m 
the sam e dependenc y o n anti-Semitis m tha t Fei n ha d identifie d a s Jewish 
paranoia. I n hi s eloquen t 198 8 book , Where  Are We:  The  Inner  Life  of  Amer-
ica's Jews, Fei n argue d tha t Jew s shoul d no t giv e u p o n th e allianc e wit h 
Blacks, "fo r i t ha s helpe d preserv e ou r sens e o f ourselve s a s still , an d i n 
spite o f al l th e successe s we'v e known , amon g th e oppressed . .  . .  The al -
liance wa s bor n no t onl y ou t o f ou r empath y fo r Blac k misery , bu t als o 
out o f ou r continuin g nee d t o se e ourselve s amon g th e miserable—or , a t 
least, th e still-threatened." 166 Apparently , Fei n ha d no t notice d tha t t o vie w 
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oneself a s "amon g th e miserable " an d th e "still-threatened " require s th e 
perception tha t anti-Semitis m i s stil l a  primary operativ e forc e i n America n 
life. 

Black Nationalism and Zionism: An Evaluation 

Jewish leader s wer e conspicuou s fo r th e frequenc y wit h whic h the y com -
pared Blac k Powe r wit h Zionism , ofte n withou t th e slightes t sensitivit y t o 
the difference s betwee n th e tw o nationalis t impulse s i n bot h theor y an d 
practice, o r t o thei r vastly differen t implication s fo r Jewish lif e i n th e Unite d 
States. Som e Jewish leaders , i n particula r thos e associate d wit h th e Recon -
structionist ar m o f Judaism, wer e o f th e belie f tha t Blac k Powe r wa s th e 
equivalent o f Blac k Zionism , o r eve n o f Blac k Judaism, an d the y claime d 
to se e virtually n o differenc e betwee n th e two . Reconstructionis t Jews wer e 
particularly enamore d o f thi s vie w becaus e the y wer e par t o f a  movemen t 
that believe d i n th e ide a o f continuousl y "reconstructed " sancta  that func -
tion a s phenomen a i n th e ongoin g lif e o f a  people. 167 Rabb i Alla n Mille r 
of th e Societ y fo r th e Advancemen t o f Judaism i n N e w Yor k City , th e 
"mother" synagogu e o f th e Reconstructionis t movement , believe d that , 
through th e Blac k Powe r movement , Blac k American s wer e formin g thei r 
own religion , a  religio n tha t wa s i n it s mos t fundamenta l presupposition s 
the equivalen t o f Judaism. " A Blac k religio n i s being bor n i n th e searc h o f 
the Blac k ma n fo r a n authenti c identity . H e canno t fin d i t i n America n 
civilization alone . . . . I f h e succeed s i n thi s struggle , Americ a i s safe r fo r 
the Je w a s wel l a s fo r th e Blac k man." 168 Th e Blac k Powe r urg e t o hav e 
independently controlle d institution s wa s entirel y understandable , Mille r 
wrote, whe n see n a s par t o f a  genuin e religiou s drive . 

To substantiat e hi s belie f i n th e efficac y o f thi s emergin g Blac k religion , 
Miller equate d th e attemp t t o develo p Swahil i a s an ethni c linguisti c sanctum 
with th e developmen t o f moder n Hebre w vernacula r b y Zionist s an d th e 
creation o f "religious " holiday s celebratin g importan t date s i n th e Blac k 
Power movemen t wit h Jewis h holidays . "Uhuru"  o r freedom , th e anni -
versary o f th e Watt s riot , wa s th e Blac k Passover . Kuzaliwa,  th e birthda y 
of Malcol m X , wa s fo r man y Blac k publi c schoo l student s th e equivalen t 
of th e Jewish N e w Yea r (Rosh  Hashana)  an d th e Da y o f Atonemen t (Yom 
Kippur) fo r Jewish students . Th e Blac k "bible, " Mille r argued , wa s emerg -
ing i n whic h th e work s o f me n lik e Marti n Luthe r King , Malcol m X , 
Eldridge Cleaver , an d other s tha t woul d b e "canonized." 169 Ignorin g th e 
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vast difficultie s o f Blac k repatriation , Mille r eve n envisione d Blac k equiv -
alents t o th e earl y Jewish settler s i n Palestin e i n Africa . "Ther e mus t eve n 
now b e a n Afro-America n Henriett a Szold , conceivin g a  functionall y 
equivalent Hadassa h organization " i n Africa , Mille r wrote. 170 A s fo r Blac k 
moderates wh o ha d bee n accuse d o f no t speakin g ou t forcefull y enoug h 
against extremists , Mille r sa w a  paralle l i n th e Zionis t movement . Mille r 
asked Jewis h reader s i f the y ha d forgotte n th e Ster n Gang , th e terroris t 
wing o f th e Jewis h undergroun d i n Palestine . Neglectin g t o mentio n th e 
cooperation Jewis h authoritie s i n Palestin e gav e t o th e Britis h i n trackin g 
down Sternists , Mille r asked , "Di d an y singl e membe r o f th e Yishuv,  th e 
Jewish communit y o f Palestin e unde r th e mandat e .  . .  ever betra y a  singl e 
one o f thos e terrorist s o r publicl y disow n him?" 171 

Another write r fo r th e Reconstructionist,  Do v Peret z Elkins , coul d se e n o 
distinction betwee n Blac k Powe r an d Zionism . "Blac k Powe r i s nothin g 
more an d nothin g les s tha n Negr o Zionism, " h e wrote . Jus t a s Zionis m 
meant fo r Elkin s Jewish grou p unity , th e constructiv e us e o f Jewish eco -
nomic an d politica l power , an d th e givin g o f ful l expressio n t o Jewis h 
ethnic pride , Jew s shoul d suppor t th e effort s t o foste r a  feelin g amon g 
Blacks tha t "Blac k i s beautiful." Apparently , Elkin s sa w no conflic t betwee n 
his hop e fo r th e developmen t o f Blac k Powe r an d Blac k prid e an d hi s 
paternalistic feeling s towar d Blacks . "I f w e sincerel y wis h t o integrat e ou r 
society, w e mus t d o s o eve n i f i t involves , o n a  temporar y basis , a  littl e 
extra hel p fo r th e Negr o tha n th e whit e chil d o r th e whit e worke r ma y 
receive."172 

Other Jewish writer s share d th e sentiment s o f Elkins an d Miller . Bertra m 
Gold o f the America n Jewish Committe e define d th e meanin g o f the term s 
Black Powe r an d Zionis m a s th e "facilitatio n an d empowerment " o f bot h 
peoples "t o b e an d becom e themselves. " "A s on e read s th e growin g Blac k 
Power literatur e .  . .  one i s reminde d o f Chai m Zhitlowsky' s writing s o n 
Jewish Nationalism , Aha d Ha'am' s emphasi s o n spiritua l Zionism , th e man y 
articles o n Jewish self-hat e an d th e like." 173 Barbar a Krasner , codirecto r o f 
Wellsprings Ecumenica l Renewa l Associate s i n Philadelphi a an d a  write r 
for Jewish publications , als o believe d tha t Zionis m an d Blac k Powe r wer e 
so simila r tha t ther e wer e n o significan t distinction s t o b e made . "I t i s 
reasonably apparent, " sh e wrote , "tha t th e struggl e fo r th e Lan d o f Israe l 
. .  .  and th e struggl e fo r Blac k Powe r ar e on e an d th e same , territor y not -
withstanding."174 

In truth , th e approac h o f mos t Jews , an d especiall y America n Jews , to -
ward Zionis m ha d alway s bee n fa r differen t fro m th e Blac k America n ap -
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proach t o Blac k nationalism , i f for n o othe r reaso n tha n th e difference s i n 
the historica l circumstance s tha t gav e birt h t o th e tw o movements . Whe n 
these difference s ar e taken int o account , i t i s possible to see that nationalis t 
impulses fin d expressio n i n a  variety o f ways, som e o f which mak e i t pos-
sible fo r libera l value s t o surviv e an d flouris h an d som e o f which facilitat e 
the stiflin g an d th e suppressio n o f liberal values . 

It i s tru e tha t th e surfac e similaritie s betwee n Blac k nationalis m an d 
Zionism mak e i t difficul t t o distinguis h betwee n them . Th e thre e majo r 
expressions o f moder n Zionis m consiste d o f th e retur n t o th e histori c 
homeland o f th e Jewish people , th e lan d o f Israel ; "territorialism, " whic h 
argued fo r th e importanc e o f a  Jewish stat e anywhere ; an d th e "autono -
mism" o f such Zionist s a s Simon Dubnow , wh o though t tha t Jews shoul d 
work t o contro l thei r ow n live s i n communitie s wher e the y predomi -
nated.175 Al l thre e o f thes e nationalis t form s wer e presen t i n th e Blac k 
nationalist movement , fro m Garvey' s "Bac k t o Africa " movement , t o th e 
Black Muslim s wh o spok e o f a  separate "lan d o f ou r own " i n th e Unite d 
States, to Stokel y Carmichae l an d Charle s Hamilton, who argue d for Black 
control o f local Black institutions. But it is in the sphere of practical politics, 
rather tha n i n theory , tha t Blac k nationalis m an d Zionis m becom e clearl y 
distinct fro m eac h other . 

The magnitud e o f the Jewish diaspor a mad e th e ques t fo r a  Jewish stat e 
distinct i n th e proces s o f it s realization,  an d i t ha s bee n perhap s th e onl y 
successful moder n nationalis t movement based on the idea of return.176 The 
focus o n "return " an d in-migratio n gav e politica l Zionis m a  unique col -
oration. Th e goa l o f achieving emigratio n t o Palestin e a t al l costs , o f "in -
gathering" th e Jew s fro m aroun d th e world , provide d Zionis m wit h a n 
opportunity to escape, in part, the more common and immediate nationalis t 
goal o f politica l sovereignty , whic h i s ofte n accompanie d b y chauvinis m 
and extremism . 

The Zionis t scholar Ben Halpern has explained that Zionism was unique 
among nationalism s becaus e a t mos t point s i n it s history , politica l sover -
eignty wa s subordinate d t o othe r nationa l goals. 177 I t wa s true , o f course , 
that ther e wer e Zionist s who believe d tha t politica l sovereignty i n the land 
of Israe l wa s th e primar y nationa l aim . Bu t politica l sovereignt y ha d a s a 
practical matte r bee n relegate d t o a  secondar y concer n fo r mos t o f th e 
existence o f organized Zionism. Thi s is a fact corroborate d b y the characte r 
of th e debat e tha t dominate d th e histor y o f moder n Zionism . A t ever y 
turn, th e debat e revolve d aroun d th e issu e o f migratio n an d too k plac e 
primarily betwee n thos e Zionist s wh o preferre d t o wai t fo r Grea t Britai n 
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to secur e Jewish emigratio n t o Palestin e an d thos e wh o wer e workin g t o 
achieve emigratio n b y othe r methods . Eve n th e Revisionis t Zionist s unde r 
Vladamir Jabotinsky, th e on e segmen t o f the movemen t tha t openl y favore d 
an autonomou s stat e a s th e en d goal , di d no t vie w th e sovereig n Jewis h 
state a s a  preconditio n fo r achievin g nationa l aim s bu t believe d tha t suc h a 
political entit y woul d com e sometim e i n th e futur e a s a crownin g achieve -
ment. Jabotinsky's searc h fo r a n allianc e wit h a n existin g sovereig n stat e a s 
a prerequisit e fo r evacuatin g Jews t o Palestin e i s evidence o f his willingnes s 
to discar d sovereignt y fo r mor e practica l aims . "Thus , o n occasion , th e 
most extrem e politica l Zionist s coul d modif y o r mitigat e thei r demand s o f 
sovereignty, o r subordinat e th e exercis e o f sovereignt y t o othe r nationa l 
aims whic h a t th e momen t seeme d mor e pressing, " wrot e Halpern. 178 

Eventually, Hitler' s wa r agains t th e Jew s an d th e 193 9 Britis h Whit e 
Paper prohibitin g Jewish migratio n t o Palestin e resulte d i n th e adoptio n o f 
the "Biltmore " progra m o f 1942 , in whic h Zionist s aske d tha t a n are a calle d 
"Palestine" b e establishe d a s a  Jewis h commonwealth . Bu t u p unti l th e 
1940s, a  "Jewis h state " wa s no t Zionism' s primar y aim . Whil e Theodor e 
Herzl proclaime d th e Jewish stat e a  worl d necessity , h e an d hi s successor s 
mentioned th e stat e onl y infrequentl y fo r lac k o f a  clea r strateg y fo r bring -
ing i t about . Mos t othe r Zionis t leader s believe d tha t a t som e tim e i n th e 
future Palestin e woul d eventuall y becom e Jewish , no t b y wa r bu t throug h 
emigration. A  surve y o f th e Zionis t pres s i n th e decad e prio r t o th e Bilt -
more conferenc e indicate d tha t th e ter m "Jewis h state " ha d almos t disap -
peared fro m commo n usage. 179 "I t too k th e adven t o f Nazism , th e Holo -
caust an d tota l Ara b rejectio n o f th e nationa l hom e t o conver t th e Zionis t 
movement t o th e belie f i n statehood, " wrot e th e historia n Walte r La -
queur.180 Th e mos t recen t an d comprehensiv e scholarl y analysi s o f the con -
nection betwee n th e Holocaus t an d th e creatio n o f the Stat e o f Israe l dem -
onstrates tha t th e Holocaus t revolutionize d th e Jewis h politica l mind. 181 

Even afte r 1942 , whe n new s o f th e Holocaus t becam e known , th e idea l o f 
a mor e substantia l an d secur e sovereignt y reste d o n th e achievemen t o f th e 
goal o f mass migration , an d Israel' s forma l sovereignt y mad e thi s larger goa l 
finally possible . Vladami r Jabotinsk y an d th e Revisionist s wer e virtuall y 
alone befor e 193 0 i n preachin g th e ide a tha t a  stat e wa s a  norma l for m o f 
existence fo r Jews . 

That Zionis m wa s infuse d wit h a  goa l tha t wa s distinc t fro m th e goa l 
of politica l sovereignt y becam e importan t fo r it s subsequen t development , 
because i t permitted th e stat e o f Israel to engag e i n a n unusuall y hig h degre e 
of self-criticism , whil e a t th e sam e tim e enablin g i t t o avoi d bein g domi -
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nated b y th e extrem e patrioti c chauvinis m associate d with , some Zionis t 
sects.182 The well-know n Jewish criti c Rober t Alte r ha s explained tha t Zi -
onism's distinctivenes s relativ e t o othe r nationalism s derive d fro m it s ob -
jectivity towar d th e concep t o f sovereignty . A t th e hear t o f moder n Zi -
onism la y th e goa l o f savin g Jewish lives , Alte r argued , an d thi s allowe d 
Zionism t o b e "ideologicall y reasonable, " t o escap e th e "self-hypnotizin g 
fanaticism o f man y nationa l movements " becaus e i t wa s no t bor n o f th e 
rebellion o f an indigenous peopl e agains t foreig n rulers . Zionism manage d 
to avoi d bein g dominate d b y it s nationalisti c messiani c claim s becaus e i t 
was linke d t o a t leas t on e practica l mora l purpose : "th e unwaverin g obli -
gation i t preserve s t o provid e a  place o f refuge fo r an y Jews i n th e worl d 
who nee d refuge." 183 I n short , historica l exigencie s mad e i t possibl e fo r 
Zionists t o b e nationalisti c whil e maintainin g a  "critica l disengagemen t 
from th e ol d poten t Zionis t myths." 184 

The developmen t o f Black nationalis m wa s quit e anothe r story . I n th e 
first place , Blac k nationalis m di d no t hav e a  geographica l focus . Th e lin k 
to th e lan d o f origin wa s not a s firmly ensconce d i n Black American con -
sciousness a s i t wa s fo r th e Eas t Europea n Jew, wh o praye d dail y fo r th e 
return o f hi s peopl e t o thei r lan d an d th e rebuildin g o f Jerusalem.185 Fo r 
Black Americans i n th e 1960s , the existenc e o f numerous independen t Af -
rican nation-state s mus t hav e dampene d th e impuls e t o creat e a  stat e o f 
their own , an d th e lac k o f a  geographica l foca l poin t mad e th e ide a tha t 
Black American s constitute d a  colonize d peopl e difficul t t o develop. 186 

Black nationalist s fro m Malcol m X  t o Stokel y Carmichae l t o th e Blac k 
Panthers t o Julius Leste r al l fought wit h bu t ultimatel y faile d t o dea l satis-
factorily wit h th e issu e o f land, leadin g on e contemporar y theoris t t o sug -
gest tha t th e Blac k ghett o i s really onl y a  "semi-colony." 187 

And s o Blac k nationalis m wa s destine d t o remai n enclose d withi n th e 
borders o f th e Unite d States , an d i t wa s precisel y thi s predicamen t tha t 
rendered i t uniqu e i n it s ow n right . Th e alternative s availabl e withi n th e 
United State s fo r realizin g th e Blac k nationalis t goa l o f self-determinatio n 
were far different fro m thos e that faced the Zionists , and they led inevitably 
to a n emphasi s o n Black political and cultura l sovereignty in almost exactl y 
opposite proportion s t o th e Zionis t emphasi s o n rescu e an d migration . 
"Black Power mus t be viewed a s a projection o f sovereignty, an embryonic 
sovereignty tha t Blac k people ca n focus o n an d through, " commente d th e 
Black Panthe r Eldridg e Cleaver . "Th e necessit y upo n Afro-American s i s 
to move , no w . . . t o deman d tha t tha t sovereignt y be recognized by othe r 
nations of the world."188 The emphasi s on sovereignty in Black nationalism 
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was a  necessity becaus e th e institutio n o f slavery ha d preclude d th e contin -
uation o f "cultura l narratives " tha t allo w a  grou p t o develo p value s an d 
standards no t necessaril y share d b y th e majorit y culture. 189 A  numbe r o f 
scholars ove r th e year s hav e pointe d ou t th e existenc e o f various "African -
isms" tha t carrie d ove r int o th e cultur e o f Blac k Americans , a s wel l a s th e 
existence o f uniqu e cultura l trait s growin g ou t o f th e slav e syste m itself 190 

A ric h ora l traditio n (stor y telling ) an d a  traditio n o f rhyth m i n danc e an d 
song ar e amon g th e mos t prominen t cultura l trait s tha t ar e sai d t o hav e 
survived th e midwa y passage. 191 Bu t b y 1750 , mor e America n slave s ha d 
been bor n i n th e Unite d State s tha n ha d bee n bor n i n Africa , an d b y i86 0 
virtually al l slaves had bee n bor n i n th e Unite d States . While som e second- , 
third-, an d fourth-generatio n slave s undoubtedl y carrie d variou s cultura l 
imprimaturs fro m Africa , Blac k slave s i n Americ a lacke d th e freedo m tha t 
could ancho r a  complet e culture . Unlik e th e slave s i n th e Caribbea n o r 
South America , mos t slave s i n th e Unite d State s live d o n family-owne d 
plantations o f between te n an d twent y slave s wher e suc h staple s o f Africa n 
culture a s conjuring , witchcraft , an d voodo o stoo d n o chanc e o f surviv -
ing.192 Th e shee r diversit y o f th e Africa n tribe s an d culture s fro m whic h 
the slave s themselve s cam e mad e th e preservatio n o f ancestra l language s a n 
impossibility. Th e majorit y o f slave s eventuall y adopte d bot h th e languag e 
and th e religio n o f thei r masters , thoug h no t withou t applyin g signifi -
cant dose s o f Africa n cultura l residu e t o bot h realms. 193 Tha t i s t o say , 
despite th e lon g recorde d histor y o f slav e rebellions , slave s i n th e Unite d 
States, findin g themselve s outnumbere d an d outgunned , wer e lef t wit h n o 
choice bu t t o internaliz e th e norm s o f th e institutio n o f slaver y an d t o 
cooperate i n thei r ow n subordination. 194 Th e adoptio n o f Christianit y b y 
the overwhelmin g majorit y o f slave s i s onl y on e indicatio n o f thi s cultura l 
adaptation. A s Laurenc e Thoma s ha s written , "Give n th e characte r o f 
slavery, i t i s thu s mos t unlikel y tha t th e historical-cultura l tradition s o f 
Africa woul d com e t o hav e a  secur e foothol d amon g slave s i n th e Unite d 
States."195 

For bette r o r worst , unde r slaver y Black s becam e a n integra l an d per -
manent par t o f America n life , an d thi s fac t ha s prove n t o b e th e greates t 
obstacle t o th e developmen t o f Blac k cultura l an d politica l autonomy . I n 
large measure , th e primar y goa l o f Blac k nationalism , fro m th e tim e o f it s 
inception i n th e middl e o f th e nineteent h centur y t o th e presen t day , ha s 
been a n attemp t t o gai n autonomy , o r "sovereignty, " ove r th e Blac k pas t 
and th e Blac k present . A s Stokel y Carmichae l an d Charle s Hamilto n hav e 
written, "Ou r basi c nee d i s to reclai m ou r histor y an d ou r identity . .  .  .  W e 
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shall hav e t o struggl e fo r th e righ t t o creat e ou r ow n term s throug h whic h 
to defin e ourselves . .  .  .  This i s th e firs t necessit y o f a  fre e people." 196 

Herein lie s th e parado x fo r America n Blacks . Havin g bee n systematicall y 
excluded fro m enjoyin g th e self-affirmin g aspect s o f America n cultur e t o 
the fullest , the y hav e als o alway s carrie d ou t larg e an d importan t role s i n 
that cultur e an d hav e therefor e experience d grea t difficult y i n establishin g 
a se t o f countervailin g cultura l value s separat e an d distinc t fro m thos e o f 
the broade r "white " culture . Havin g bee n alienate d fro m th e cultura l nar -
rative o f Afric a an d havin g bee n historicall y exclude d fro m th e rite s an d 
rituals o f th e Unite d States , Blac k American s continu e t o se e thei r onl y 
alternative a s t o defin e themselve s a s bot h distinc t from an d ye t necessaril y 
a par t of  th e Unite d States . Lackin g th e singl e mos t importan t trai t o f a 
fully develope d nationalism—namely , th e realisti c possibilit y o f striving fo r 
a separat e state—Blac k nationalist s ar e lef t onl y wit h th e possibilit y o f gain -
ing entr y int o America n lif e o n thei r ow n terms . A s th e sociologis t Jame s 
Blaut ha s written , "Th e deman d fo r self-determinatio n whic h i s constantl y 
voiced i n ghetto s i s a  demand fo r enfranchisemen t an d people' s power , no t 
for independence." 197 Thi s precariou s psychologica l situatio n ha s mad e i t 
necessary t o defin e Blac k America n distinctivenes s i n oppositio n t o th e 
white majorit y i n th e Unite d States , base d o n thei r histori c exclusio n fro m 
it. Bu t th e Blac k nationalis m o f th e lat e 1960 s cam e o f ag e a t a  tim e whe n 
the histori c exclusio n o f Black American s fro m th e res t o f society wa s bein g 
substantially an d consistentl y reduced , necessitatin g a  more intens e an d stri -
dent cal l fo r Blac k cultura l distinctiveness , th e foundatio n fo r whic h wa s 
the sanctificatio n o f whit e racism . I n othe r words , th e succes s o f Blac k 
Power wa s contingen t upo n th e continue d racializatio n o f America n life . 

The 196 4 Civi l Right s Ac t an d th e 196 5 Votin g Right s Ac t stoo d a s 
the crownin g achievement s o f th e effor t t o provid e greate r equalit y fo r 
Black Americans , bu t a t the sam e tim e the y mad e continue d injustice s mor e 
intolerable an d call s fo r communa l autonom y mor e intense . Lackin g bot h 
an even t a s horrifi c a s th e Holocaus t t o trigge r a  permanen t brea k wit h 
America an d a n attachmen t t o a n ancestra l homeland , Blac k Powe r ad -
vocates se t a s thei r primar y goa l th e consolidatio n o f politica l powe r 
through racia l unit y i n orde r t o buil d an d strengthe n th e Blac k community . 
As on e Blac k criti c wrote , "Th e ke y fac t remain s .  . .  that radica l Blac k 
consciousness i n th e 1960 s an d 1970 s wa s largel y a  discours e abou t inter -
secting wit h publi c power . .  . .  Even Pan-Africanist s an d cultura l nation -
alists, whose ideologie s supporte d quietisti c withdrawa l fro m America n pol -
itics, consistentl y sough t t o alig n themselve s wit h Blac k publi c official s .  .  . 



The Unbearable  "Whiteness"  of Being Jewish |  18 7 

and t o mobiliz e aroun d contestin g th e exercis e o f publi c authorit y i n th e 
Black community." 198 Becaus e Black s ar e suc h a n integra l par t o f America n 
society, th e figh t o f Blac k nationalist s withi n th e system , an d th e change s 
they sought , ende d u p changin g th e whol e o f America n life . "Thei r figh t 
within th e syste m t o b e free d fro m i t alway s require s takin g th e whol e 
system wit h the m t o thei r destination, " anothe r Blac k criti c ha s written. 199 

And chang e America n lif e i t did . Beginnin g i n 1964 , th e ghett o riot s 
were see n b y th e Blac k Powe r leadershi p no t merel y a s a n expressio n o f 
need an d deprivatio n bu t a s a n opportunit y t o lin k a  stratu m o f Blac k 
leadership t o a  large mas s following , somethin g tha t ha d no t bee n availabl e 
to previou s generation s o f Black elites . Thi s situatio n resulte d i n th e emer -
gence o f wha t on e schola r ha s calle d th e "paraintellectual " i n th e Blac k 
community—generally lower-class , self-mad e intellectual s skille d a t verba l 
combat an d possesse d o f a  facilit y fo r confrontatio n tha t mak e the m "cul -
tural celebrities " i n ghett o communities. 200 Eventually , ever y American cit y 
with a  sizabl e Blac k populatio n sporte d suc h a  stratu m o f leaders . Guid o 
St. Lauren t o f Boston , th e founde r an d leade r o f th e N e w Englan d Gras s 
Roots organization , an d Eldridg e Cleave r i n Sa n Francisco , a  write r an d 
leader o f th e Blac k Panthe r Party , wer e tw o paraintellectual s whos e career s 
were typica l o f th e cohort , bot h havin g spen t tim e i n jail fo r pas t crimina l 
activities. 

As th e so-calle d "natural " leader s o f thei r communities , th e paraintel -
lectuals cam e t o contro l th e term s upo n whic h legitimac y i n th e urba n 
Black communit y wa s defined , an d i t becam e exceedingl y difficul t fo r th e 
established Blac k intelligentsi a t o ignor e thes e terms . I t wa s fo r thi s reaso n 
that R o y Inni s o f Brookly n COP^ E sai d i n th e lat e 1960 s tha t " a Blac k 
leader woul d b e craz y t o publicl y repudiat e Blac k anti-Semitism." 201 O f 
course, moderat e Blac k leader s ha d spoke n ou t agains t Blac k anti-Semitis m 
on th e nationa l leve l frequently , bu t doin g s o becam e increasingl y difficul t 
for them , an d almos t impossibl e fo r Blac k leader s a t th e loca l level . Black -
ness i n th e Unite d State s i n th e 1960 s wa s bein g transforme d fro m a  purel y 
racial t o a  largely ideologica l category , i n whic h militanc y becam e th e sol e 
criterion b y whic h legitimac y woul d b e conferre d upo n Blac k leaders. 202 

In thi s sense , Black nationalis m wa s define d fa r mor e rigidl y alon g th e line s 
of ideologica l conformit y tha n Zionis m was . 

While som e i n th e establishe d Blac k intelligentsi a continue d t o concen -
trate o n broadenin g an d consolidatin g recen t gain s mad e possibl e b y th e 
moderate politic s o f th e civi l right s movement , larg e segment s o f the Blac k 
intelligentsia wer e force d t o adop t o r fabricat e a  lower-class-oriented Blac k 
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militancy alon g th e line s draw n b y th e paraintellectuals . Man y i n th e es -
tablished Blac k intelligentsi a als o foun d tha t th e nationalis t militanc y o f th e 
paraintellectuals wa s a  usefu l too l wit h whic h the y wer e abl e t o impres s 
upon whit e establishmen t figure s th e nee d t o ope n greate r opportunitie s 
to Blacks . Thi s dynami c worke d i n anothe r directio n a s well. When white -
controlled institution s bega n t o conced e ne w role s an d benefit s t o th e es -
tablished Blac k intelligentsia , i t helpe d t o confe r upo n the m legitimac y i n 
the eye s o f th e urba n Blac k lowe r classes. 203 

Another importan t aspec t o f thi s phenomeno n wa s th e relationshi p o f 
the Blac k paraintellectual s t o th e 1960 s cul t o f violence . Th e confluenc e 
of Black Powe r rhetori c an d ideolog y wit h tha t o f the N e w Lef t manifeste d 
itself i n a  numbe r o f ways , includin g th e tendenc y t o substitut e rhetori c 
for politica l analysi s an d violen t gesture s fo r politica l action. 204 Bu t wher e 
these tactic s resulte d i n th e disma l politica l failur e o f th e N e w Lef t b y th e 
early 1970s , i t ha d resoundin g succes s fo r th e ne w Blac k intelligentsia , 
which looke d upo n antiwhit e violence , bot h rhetorica l an d actual , a s serv -
ing th e twofol d purpos e o f validatin g Blac k manhoo d an d coercin g con -
cessions fro m whit e institutions . I n a  seemingl y ap t descriptio n o f wha t 
took plac e durin g th e N e w Yor k Cit y teachers ' strik e i n 1968 , on e Blac k 
sociologist wrote , "I n severa l cities , Blac k teachers , writers , an d artist s ha d 
joined force s wit h Blac k paraintellectual s t o disseminat e a  veritabl e cul t o f 
violence."205 Blac k Power' s us e o f the "Mau-Mau, " a  phrase coine d b y th e 
author T o m Wolf e t o describ e th e techniqu e o f publi c extortio n use d b y 
Black paraintellectuals , wa s particularl y effectiv e becaus e i t mad e demand s 
of white s whil e a t th e sam e tim e insistin g tha t whit e Americ a coul d neve r 
repent fo r th e evi l i t inflicte d o n Blacks. 206 A s whit e American s becam e 
increasingly consciou s o f pas t injustice s agains t Blacks , an d o f thei r ow n 
relative affluence , the y becam e eage r t o repen t fo r America' s racis t past , 
and the y wer e particularl y receptiv e t o wha t th e progenitor s o f Blac k 
Power pu t fort h a s the mos t effectiv e way s fo r doin g so . Thi s phenomeno n 
was, i n part , responsibl e fo r th e adoptio n o f the whol e panopl y o f demand s 
for race-base d preferentia l treatment , includin g th e redrawin g o f electora l 
districts t o favo r Blac k candidates , "open " an d preferentia l universit y ad -
missions, Blac k studie s departments , governmen t contrac t set-asides , com -
munity contro l o f governmenta l institutions , an d governmen t an d privat e 
foundation suppor t fo r particula r Blac k objectives . On e ma y argu e th e rel -
ative merit s o f suc h policie s fo r fulfillin g th e objective s o f racial justice, bu t 
the rol e tha t Blac k Powe r playe d i n gettin g the m institute d seem s al l bu t 
undeniable.207 Whateve r the y ma y ultimatel y mea n fo r Blac k advancement , 
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these change s hav e resulte d i n a n officia l an d legall y acknowledge d rera -
cialization o f America n life , i n whic h th e importan t difference s betwee n 
groups com e dow n t o th e colo r o f thei r skin . Thi s i s a s i t alway s ha s been , 
except fo r th e smal l windo w o f opportunit y tha t opene d u p somewher e 
during th e year s leadin g u p t o an d throug h 196 5 bu t tha t Blac k Powe r 
helped t o quickl y sla m shut . 

It i s from th e vantag e poin t o f these change s tha t a  sober judgment mus t 
be rendere d o n th e effectuatio n o f Black Powe r i n America n life , an d no t 
from th e standpoin t o f Zionis m o r an y othe r nationalism . Thi s seem s t o 
be th e cas e particularl y fo r libera l America n Jews , whos e attachmen t t o 
such Enlightenmen t value s a s individualism , equa l opportunity , persona l 
freedom, an d merit-base d advanc e leave s the m wit h muc h a t stak e i n th e 
success o r failur e o f Blac k Power , a s i t ha s manifeste d itsel f i n America n 
life. Apparently , th e relianc e o f some Jewish leader s an d intellectual s o n th e 
Black America n epi c fo r thei r ow n identitie s prevente d the m fro m seein g 
the choice s a s clearl y a s the y migh t have . 

Ben Halpern and the Sober View  of Black Nationalism 

Of al l Jewish thinker s i n th e postwa r period , non e seeme d t o wrestl e a s 
honestly, coherently , an d realisticall y wit h Blac k Powe r a s th e schola r Be n 
Halpern. Halper n too k th e opportunit y i n hi s 197 1 book , Jews and  Blacks, 
to full y explicat e hi s belie f tha t th e Blac k Powe r movemen t had , i n fact , 
gone a  long wa y towar d developin g a n ideologica l consensu s amon g Black s 
and t o explor e th e possibilit y tha t thi s ma y no t hav e th e positiv e effec t o n 
American pluralis m tha t man y libera l Jews expecte d i t to. 208 

A lifelon g Labo r Zionist , Halper n firml y believe d tha t America n Jews , 
though the y refuse d t o recogniz e it , wer e stil l i n exile , o r galut,  an d tha t 
this conditio n pu t the m o n significantl y les s intimat e term s wit h America n 
culture tha n Blac k Americans . Eve n wit h th e increasin g abilit y o f Jews t o 
integrate o n man y differen t levels , Halper n believe d tha t Jew s remaine d 
unassimilable because , a t bottom , th e Unite d State s wa s a  Christia n societ y 
that hel d belief s abou t grou p lif e tha t Jews simpl y coul d no t hold . Black s 
remained, o f course , exclude d becaus e o f the racis t habit s tha t ha d survive d 
their emancipation , bu t th e Jews wer e no t o f America , no t integra l t o it , 
as Blacks were . A s Halper n sa w it , authenti c Judaism di d no t provid e prin -
ciples fo r th e socia l organizatio n o f Americ a an d wa s no t essentia l t o th e 
American wa y o f life. B y contrast , th e Civi l Wa r an d Reconstructio n fixe d 
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the patter n o f American politic s fo r generations , an d th e travai l o f the Blac k 
American belonge d full y an d tragicall y t o America n history . Therei n lie s 
the distinctio n Halper n mad e betwee n th e Jew s a s a n "ideological " mi -
nority an d th e Black s a s a  "social " minority ; fo r Blacks , th e primar y sourc e 
of thei r segregatio n wa s thei r socia l position , whil e fo r Jew s i t wa s th e 
ancient cultur e the y wer e identifie d with . Bu t i t wa s th e strikingl y diver -
gent way s tha t bot h group s approache d thei r grou p statu s tha t wa s mos t 
intriguing t o him . 

Halpern believe d tha t Blac k American s wer e developin g somethin g re -
sembling a  religiou s tradition , whil e America n Jews wer e a t th e sam e tim e 
losing theirs . Thi s rol e reversa l wa s ironic , sinc e Black s base d thei r ow n 
"quasi-revolution" largel y o n th e myt h o f Jewis h cohesiveness . I n fact , 
Halpern wrote , th e "Je w toda y i s abou t a s confuse d i n hi s identity , a s 
communally undisciplined , and , i n hi s ow n way , a s detached fro m historica l 
roots a s th e America n Negro. " Bu t whil e Halper n wa s unde r n o illusion s 
regarding th e difficult y Black s face d buildin g thei r ne w ideologica l oppo -
sition t o America n society , h e stoo d b y hi s belie f tha t America n Jews face d 
a greate r crisi s tha n Blac k American s an d articulate d hi s argument s i n term s 
of th e Jewish respons e t o Blac k anti-Semitism. 209 

Halpern fel t tha t ther e wa s onl y on e adequat e Jewish respons e t o Blac k 
anti-Semitism: "immediate , unequivoca l resistance. " Bu t Jews i n thei r cur -
rent positio n wer e no t abl e t o provid e thi s respons e becaus e thei r primar y 
goal wa s assimilation . "Onl y liberate d peoples , wh o d o no t wan t t o inte -
grate bu t onl y t o coexis t i n equality , ca n achiev e a  reasonable , mutuall y 
agreeable, contractua l relationshi p .  .  .  with others. " I t was Jewish disorgan -
ization stemmin g fro m th e desir e t o gai n acceptanc e tha t prevente d Black s 
and Jews i n Americ a fro m enjoyin g a  mutually respectfu l relationship . "Fo r 
many purpose s .  . .  [th e Jews ] ar e no t a  singl e community ; an d thi s i s s o 
precisely becaus e o f thei r unwillingnes s t o plac e barrier s i n th e wa y o f thei r 
integration wit h America n society." 210 

Halpern's assumptio n tha t anti-Semitis m wa s mor e profoun d i n th e 
United State s tha n racis m derive d fro m hi s vie w o f America a s a  pluralisti c 
society sharpl y divide d alon g religiou s line s an d probabl y le d hi m t o over -
estimate th e continuin g tensio n betwee n Christianit y an d Judaism . Whil e 
there ca n b e n o doub t tha t suc h tension s continue , i t i s no t unreasonabl e 
to assum e tha t th e increasin g secularizatio n o f America n lif e ha s greatl y 
weakened them . S o whil e th e pressure s o f bein g a n ideologica l minorit y 
exist, the y exis t a t a  muc h lowe r leve l tha n the y di d before. 211 

But, o n anothe r level , Halpern' s intimatio n tha t th e Unite d State s i s less 
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hospitable t o Jews tha n t o Black s take s o n greate r resonanc e tha n i s a t firs t 
obvious, an d thi s ha s les s t o d o wit h th e existin g leve l o f anti-Semitis m 
than wit h th e exten t t o whic h th e Unite d State s ha s bee n willin g t o ac -
commodate th e grou p aspiration s o f Black Americans . A  highl y intelligen t 
debate i n whic h Halper n engage d hi s younge r Brandei s Universit y col -
league Jacob Cohe n bear s thi s out . I n a  bold an d luci d critiqu e o f Halpern' s 
book, Cohe n expresse d hi s belie f tha t Blac k nationalis m wa s her e t o sta y 
and tha t Halper n shoul d fee l encourage d b y thi s rathe r tha n b e traumatize d 
by it s relativel y "benign " anti-Semitism . Citin g th e establishmen t o f wha t 
in effec t ar e publicl y funde d parochia l school s fo r Blac k students , th e over -
whelming acceptanc e o f preferentia l quotas , governmen t expenditure s o n 
"Black needs, " foundatio n suppor t fo r program s t o develo p "Blac k leaders " 
for th e "Blac k community, " th e collaboratio n o f "whit e universities " i n 
the impositio n o f ideological test s o n Blac k applicants , an d th e organizatio n 
of Blac k politica l parties , Cohe n argue d tha t th e ter m "Black " ha d bee n 
transformed fro m a  biologica l t o a n ideologica l category , al l wit h th e ap -
proval o f th e wide r America n community . Cohe n believe d America n Jews 
would greatl y benefi t fro m th e succes s Black s hav e ha d i n stretchin g th e 
pluralistic characte r o f America n life . I f on e wer e t o compar e wha t th e 
Blacks ha d bee n doin g wit h th e Jewish minorit y right s movemen t o f East -
ern Europ e eight y year s prior , Cohe n noted , "h e migh t conclud e tha t th e 
Blacks ar e achievin g wha t many , includin g Halpern , ha d though t impos -
sible: quasi-officia l statu s a s a  legitimat e minority ; ful l acceptanc e o f ideo -
logical/mythic dissidence." 212 

In response , Halper n elucidate d th e centra l poin t abou t wha t th e Blac k 
revolution i n Americ a mean t fo r Jews. Th e Blac k revolution , Halper n as -
serted, woul d no t resul t i n greate r publi c recognitio n o f al l ideologicall y 
dissident group s becaus e Black s ha d a  ver y dee p an d uniqu e clai m o n th e 
American conscience . Blac k demand s wer e bein g tolerate d becaus e Black s 
occupy a  specia l positio n i n th e America n socia l conscienc e an d becaus e 
the cr y tha t Black s mak e fo r greate r grou p recognitio n i s understoo d a s a 
protest agains t socia l an d economi c discrimination . Thes e demand s woul d 
not b e tolerate d i f the y wer e pu t fort h o n th e ground s tha t Black s hav e a 
right t o liv e permanentl y outsid e th e consensu s becaus e o f fundamentall y 
different values , a s an y Jewish appea l o f thi s natur e woul d hav e t o assert . 
If anything , Halper n fel t tha t th e Blac k revolutio n migh t resul t i n th e 
greater acceptanc e o f publi c responsibilit y fo r th e poo r an d disadvantaged , 
but h e suggeste d tha t thi s woul d benefi t certai n othe r ethni c group s onl y 
to th e exten t tha t the y wer e impoverished . Cohen' s hope s fo r a  Jewis h 
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group lif e tha t emulate d th e Blac k revolutio n wer e therefor e inconceivable , 
since suc h a  lif e woul d amoun t t o a  deman d fo r th e recognitio n o f th e 
same grou p right s tha t Black s wer e beginnin g t o obtain . 

Though Halper n wa s a  Labo r Zionis t deepl y concerne d abou t main -
taining a  Jewish communa l consensu s i n th e Unite d States , h e recognize d 
not onl y tha t America n Jew s coul d neve r garne r th e sam e kin d o f publi c 
support Black s receive d fo r thei r clai m t o permanen t oppositio n bu t tha t a 
nation tha t woul d hono r suc h a  clai m b y Jew s woul d hav e t o hono r al l 
such claims . Jews migh t not , therefore , en d u p i n a s comfortable a  situatio n 
as they currentl y enjoyed . Halper n wa s fa r happie r wit h "consensu s b y taci t 
consent," an d h e fel t bette r abou t bein g a  Jew i n a  dominan t Christia n 
culture tha n h e di d abou t bein g on e i n a  societ y wit h n o consensu s what -
soever. "Wha t al l thi s implie s i s tha t I  confes s t o a  certai n fondnes s fo r th e 
American wa y o f life , i n whic h I  ca n onl y functio n a s a  membe r o f a 
tolerated minori ty—an d . . . a s a  citizen wh o observe s voluntary self-denia l 
in exercisin g hi s right s an d dutie s a s a  participatin g American." 213 D e m -
onstrating grea t prescience , Halper n argue d tha t th e creatio n o f officia l 
categories o f group s i n th e Unite d State s woul d no t b e a s grea t a n oppor -
tunity fo r Jewish grou p fulfillmen t a s man y libera l Jews seeme d t o believ e 
it would , an d h e maintaine d a  stubbor n belie f tha t i t wa s bette r fo r Amer -
ican Jews t o erec t thei r ow n barrier s t o assimilatio n rathe r tha n hav e the m 
erected b y th e state , a s the y ha d bee n fo r Blacks . 

As i t turn s out , bot h Halper n an d Cohe n wer e goo d prognosticators . 
Even Cohe n coul d no t hav e predicte d ho w fa r th e Blac k revolutio n woul d 
stretch th e bound s o f grou p pluralism , a  pluralis m tha t no w cover s th e 
public recognitio n o f racial , nonwhit e ethnic , gender , and , increasingly , 
sexual preferenc e groups . Bu t Halper n wa s righ t t o asser t tha t thi s woul d 
probably no t benefi t America n Jew s o r strengthe n th e America n Jewis h 
group consensus . Fo r publi c purpose s Jew s ar e "white, " an d "official " 
group pluralis m i s encourage d mainl y fo r Black s an d othe r nonwhites . I n 
this sense , Halpern' s thesi s tha t Jew s ar e i n som e way s mor e estrange d i n 
the Unite d State s tha n Black s take s o n a  sobe r an d chillin g resonance . 
History an d circumstanc e hav e mad e th e Unite d State s willin g t o accom -
modate publicl y a  Blac k ideologica l minority , jus t a s histor y an d circum -
stance hav e denie d thi s t o th e Jews . Fo r th e mos t part , Jewish leader s an d 
intellectuals hav e bee n unwillin g t o recogniz e an d respon d t o th e specia l 
burdens thi s implies . 
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The Jew a s Middlema n 
Jewish Opposition  to Black Power, 1967-1972 

People preoccupie d wit h thei r ow n identit y ar e no t wholl y free . 
—Robert Alte r 

There were , o f course , America n Jews wh o di d no t shar e wit h 
liberal an d leftis t Jew s th e penchan t fo r sustainin g a  commitmen t t o o r a 
relationship wit h Blac k Americans . Fo r th e mos t part , thos e Jew s wh o 
advocated a  mor e conservativ e stanc e towar d th e Blac k revolutio n tende d 
to b e mor e religiousl y observant . B y th e lat e 1960s , event s ha d mad e i t s o 
even th e orthodo x coul d n o longe r maintai n thei r traditiona l silenc e o n 
contemporary issues . "I n th e are a o f politica l life, " wrot e a n orthodo x 
journalist i n 1967 , "orthodo x Jewry i s now evolvin g int o a n ethni c pressur e 
group, muc h th e sam e i n characte r a s othe r ethni c groups." 1 

The debat e ove r th e urba n crisi s an d Blac k Powe r amon g orthodo x 
leaders an d thinker s revolve d largel y aroun d th e issu e o f "relevance, " o r 
whether i t wa s incumben t upo n Jew s t o appl y th e precept s o f Tora h t o 
present-day events . Th e questio n o f "relevance " amon g orthodo x thinker s 
had com e a s a  response t o th e contentio n o f liberal Jews an d radica l Jewish 
college student s tha t th e alienatio n o f young peopl e fro m Jewis h lif e wa s a 
result o f th e failur e o f Jewish institution s t o mak e themselve s relevan t t o 
the issue s o f poverty , civi l rights , an d peace . Orthodo x leader s ha d vehe -
mently rejecte d a n emphasi s o n relevanc e i n prio r decades , a t leas t partl y 
because i t ha d bee n s o strongl y associate d wit h Refor m Judaism , whic h i n 
its 188 5 "Pittsburg h Platform " proclaime d Judaism' s rol e t o "participat e i n 
the grea t tas k o f moder n times , t o solve , o n th e basi s o f justice an d righ -
teousness, th e problem s presente d b y th e contrast s an d evil s o f th e presen t 
organization o f society."2 Bu t b y 1967 , ther e wer e force s withi n orthodox y 
that wer e propoundin g thi s view . Rabb i Mauric e Lam m state d th e vie w 
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of th e proponents , withou t himsel f endorsin g it : "Amon g thes e activis t 
forces, numbe r on e o n th e agend a o f modern Jewry i s relevancy. Th e mos t 
important concer n toda y i s relatin g Judaism t o th e world . Onl y a s thi s i s 
done wil l Judaism surviv e moder n secularism . .  .  .  Jews wil l no t becom e o r 
remain observan t unles s the y se e tha t Judais m i s pertinen t t o thei r condi -
tion." Lam m himsel f cautione d tha t relevanc y alon e wa s neve r a  measur e 
of validit y use d b y traditiona l Judaism.3 Bu t orthodo x spokesme n wh o ad -
vocated mor e Jewis h involvemen t generall y hel d view s o f th e Blac k rev -
olution that , lik e thos e o f Jewish liberal s an d leftists , wer e inspire d b y th e 
memory o f Jewish victimization . I t i s interesting tha t thes e spokesme n gen -
erally too k a  mor e cautiou s approac h t o th e Blac k revolution , perhap s 
because o f th e geographi c proximit y o f orthodo x communitie s t o th e ex -
ploding Blac k ghettos . Whil e Jewish leftist s sa w American Jews a s surrogat e 
oppressors whos e tru e allie s wer e Blacks , orthodo x Jew s wer e fa r mor e 
likely t o vie w themselve s a s middlemen, caugh t i n a  storm o f socia l chang e 
with allie s o n neithe r th e righ t o r th e left , Blac k o r white . Rabb i Jerr y 
Hochbaum o f Yeshiv a University , fo r example , believe d tha t orthodo x 
communities shoul d becom e involve d i n alleviatin g problems o f Black pov -
erty throug h socia l actio n an d educatio n becaus e Jew s woul d b e harme d 
by th e radicalis m o f bot h righ t an d left . "Incipien t revolutio n o r Fascism? " 
wrote Hochbau m o f th e alternative s facin g Jews. "S o ther e mus t b e Jewis h 
involvement. N o othe r positio n i s sociall y expedien t o r morall y accept -
able."4 

Orthodox Jews wer e b y n o mean s o f on e min d o n th e urba n crisis . Le o 
Levi, a  Cit y Universit y o f N e w Yor k physicis t an d a n autho r o n Jewis h 
subjects, note d tha t ther e i s n o injunctio n fo r Jews t o admonis h non-Jew s 
for immoralit y towar d Blacks . "I t i s b y livin g th e Tora h tha t w e ar e t o 
inspire th e othe r nations, " an d Jews ha d lon g ag o faile d t o liv e u p t o thi s 
mission, Lev i insisted . B y puttin g themselve s beyon d reproach , Jews woul d 
make a  mor e lastin g impressio n o n th e contemporar y worl d tha n the y 
would throug h a  progra m o f marchin g an d protest. 5 Rabb i Yaako v Jacob s 
noted tha t th e ide a o f relevanc y wa s originall y a  Protestan t ide a stemmin g 
from "socia l gospel " thinker s o f th e lat e nineteent h centur y bu t tha t Prot -
estants wer e alread y becomin g disillusione d wit h thos e wh o woul d "sub -
stitute picke t line s fo r prayer. " I t was Jacob's belie f that th e cause s t o whic h 
many wante d t o mak e Judais m relevan t migh t b e worth y bu t tha t the y 
were merel y symptom s o f deepe r societa l ills , namely , moder n humanity' s 
alienation fro m God . "Th e enem y i s no t discriminatio n o r war, " Jacob s 
wrote. "Th e enem y i s th e tida l wav e o f secularis m an d it s twi n brother , 
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'sciencism,' whic h hav e le d u s t o believ e tha t w e ca n solv e al l huma n 
problems alone , whil e i n fac t w e hav e compounde d them." 6 

Most orthodo x leader s agree d tha t Jews coul d bes t hel p themselve s an d 
others b y leadin g piou s Jewish live s bu t fel t compelle d t o addres s th e issu e 
of the Blac k revolutio n becaus e o f thei r suspicio n tha t nonorthodo x Jewis h 
leadership ha d gon e fa r astra y i n thei r missio n o f defending Jewish interests . 
In doin g so , orthodo x leader s ofte n reveale d tha t the y viewe d Blac k anti -
Semitism a s par t o f a  continuin g historica l sag a i n whic h Jew s continue d 
to b e caugh t betwee n oppressiv e ruler s an d a n outrage d populace , a  lin e 
of reasonin g no t s o ver y differen t fro m th e left-win g Jew s i n th e Jewis h 
Liberation Movement . Bu t i n a n interestin g permutatio n o f Jewish identity , 
the orthodo x wer e incline d t o se e th e Jew s a s standin g alon e i n a n alie n 
culture, rathe r tha n a s one oppresse d grou p joined togethe r i n racia l broth -
erhood wit h othe r oppresse d groups . Rabb i Bernar d Weinberger , a  prom -
inent leade r o f the Jewish communit y i n Williamsburg , Brooklyn , believe d 
that orthodo x Jews, i n contras t t o nonorthodo x Jews, ha d n o illusion s abou t 
the existenc e an d prevalenc e o f anti-Semitism , Blac k o r white , an d wer e 
therefore no t shocke d o r dismaye d whe n i t manifeste d itself . "W e d o no t 
need AD L studie s t o substantiat e it s existence, " Weinberge r wrote . I t wa s 
the activis t Jew s i n th e civi l right s movement , accordin g t o Weinberger , 
who threatene d th e surviva l o f th e Jewish communit y i n th e Unite d State s 
because the y ha d faile d t o se e tha t Jews ha d survive d throughou t th e age s 
by no t makin g themselve s conspicuous : "Tha t w e hav e survive d a s Jew s 
in suc h a  hostil e worl d i s a  miracle . .  . .  But, n o smal l shar e o f thi s mirac -
ulous surviva l i s du e t o ou r awarenes s tha t w e simpl y canno t affor d t o tel l 
our neighbor s ho w t o gover n thei r lives. " Revealin g hi s belie f tha t Jew s 
were stil l vulnerabl e outcasts , Weinberge r hel d tha t wha t wa s permissibl e 
of other s wa s no t permissibl e fo r Jew s an d tha t thi s wa s a s tru e i n th e 
United State s a s i t ha d bee n i n Naz i Germany . "Th e sa d realit y i s that Jews 
simply canno t spea k thei r mind , openl y an d honestly , withou t jeopardizin g 
Jewish lives. " Becaus e orthodo x Jew s live d i n proximit y t o Blac k neigh -
borhoods, wit h thei r concomitan t problem s o f rioting, burglaries , theft , an d 
looting, Weinberge r believe d i t wa s necessar y fo r the m t o brea k thei r tra -
ditional silenc e an d tr y t o hel p solv e som e o f th e racia l tension s tha t wer e 
threatening th e stabilit y tha t orthodo x Jew s depen d on , bu t t o d o s o b y 
setting a n example . Wha t Jew s coul d d o b y wa y o f helpin g i s t o lear n t o 
live wit h Black s rathe r tha n i n fea r o f the m an d t o offe r the m th e exampl e 
of th e stabl e orthodo x Jewish family . "Money , jobs , an d equa l opportunit y 
alone canno t achiev e this . Th e exampl e provide d b y th e orthodo x Jewis h 
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community afford s th e Negr o th e inspiratio n whic h h e instinctivel y feel s 
compelled t o emulate , an d whic h i s wort h infinitel y mor e tha n al l ou r 
programs."7 

Orthodox Jews migh t hav e remained silen t on contemporar y matter s o f 
race durin g th e lat e 1960 s ha d no t th e disparit y i n clas s an d outloo k be -
tween mor e assimilate d middle-clas s Jew s an d th e orthodo x becom e s o 
pronounced. Durin g the late 1960 s some Jewish critic s came to suspect that 
American Jews wer e increasingl y i n th e middl e o f an allianc e betwee n a n 
uncaring white establishmen t an d a n agitated Black lower clas s and that , i n 
fact, man y in the "establishment " wer e liberal and assimilated Jews. For the 
first tim e sinc e th e 1920s , clas s difference s amon g America n Jew s wer e 
showing sign s o f emergin g a s a  clas s conflict . "Now, " wrot e a  Jewish so -
ciologist, "growin g number s o f the non-uppe r Jews have begun t o suspec t 
that when i t comes to the things tha t they are most concerned an d anxious 
about, an d tha t affec t the m mos t directly , th e uppe r Jews coul d no t car e 
less, o r ar e actuall y hostile , an d contemptuou s i n th e bargain." 8 

It was this class division between the predominantly working-class urban 
orthodox Jews an d th e mor e affluent , suburba n libera l Jews tha t led to th e 
rise of Rabbi Meie r Kahane and the Jewish Defens e Leagu e (JDL ) in 1968 . 
As a n obscur e rabb i a t th e Traditiona l Synagogu e i n Rochdal e Village , 
Queens, an d a n edito r a t th e politicall y conservativ e Jewish Press, Kahan e 
had bee n abl e t o accuratel y measur e th e puls e o f les s affluen t urba n Jews 
who wer e o n th e fron t line s o f skyrocketin g crim e rate s an d Blac k anti -
Semitism. Kahane' s view s reflecte d th e anxietie s o f thes e Jews, man y o f 
whom bega n t o fee l tha t the y wer e becomin g extremel y vulnerabl e t o 
Black demands , th e economi c problem s o f the cities , an d disconten t ove r 
U.S. involvemen t i n Vietnam. I n response, Kahane formed th e Jewish De -
fense League , ostensibl y t o "physicall y defen d Jew s . . . t o g o ou t amon g 
Jews an d instil l withi n the m a  feeling o f Jewish pride , t o defen d th e Jews 
from simpl y fadin g out." 9 I n thi s sense , th e JDL resemble d a  numbe r o f 
ethnic activis t movement s tha t emerge d i n th e lat e 1960 s an d earl y 1970s , 
and i t becam e a n activ e presenc e i n th e variou s dispute s betwee n Black s 
and Jews i n Ne w Yor k City. 10 Th e JDL too k a  pro-union stanc e durin g 
the Ne w Yor k Cit y teachers ' strike , showe d u p wit h club s an d chain s t o 
prevent th e unsolicite d appearanc e o f the Blac k militan t James Forma n a t 
New York' s Templ e Emmanuel , pickete d th e Metropolita n Museu m o f 
Art t o protes t th e Museum' s catalogu e t o th e exhibi t "Harle m o n M y 
Mind," an d publicly demande d tha t th e left-wing radi o station WBAI-F M 
dismiss th e Blac k radica l Julius Lester , who , o n variou s occasion s ha d in -
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vited anti-Semiti c guest s t o spea k o n hi s show . I n thes e actions , Kahan e 
believed h e wa s simpl y takin g seriousl y wha t mos t establishmen t Jewis h 
organizations di d not : th e growt h o f Blac k anti-Semitism . "I t bother s m e 
strongly tha t Jewish group s ar e s o read y t o se e anti-Semitis m unde r ever y 
white be d an d wil l ignor e blatan t anti-Semitis m o n th e par t o f Blacks, " 
Kahane tol d th e New  York  Times  reporte r Walte r Goodman , "Wha t kin d 
of min d i s i t tha t refuse s t o se e a  dange r becaus e a  person i s Black?" I t wa s 
Kahane's belie f tha t increasingl y extrem e Blac k demand s woul d b e asso -
ciated wit h Jew s becaus e o f large-scal e Jewis h suppor t fo r civi l right s an d 
that thes e demand s would , paradoxically , hav e th e effec t o f increasing whit e 
anti-Semitism. "Mr . Je w i s blame d fo r Blacks—an d i n certai n way s ther e 
is trut h t o it, " Kahan e explained . "A n embittere d whit e ethni c wh o sit s 
and i s ou t o f wor k an d i s angr y an d worrie d .  .  .  blames th e Je w fo r th e 
Black man . [Th e whit e ethni c thinks ] 'I f th e Jews hadn' t starte d thi s thing , 
there woul d b e n o Blac k problems. ' " n 

Despite Kahane' s skillfu l exploitatio n o f the feelin g o f many poore r Jews 
that the y ha d bee n lef t i n th e lurc h b y establishmen t Jewis h leaders , th e 
increasingly extrem e an d confrontationa l tactic s o f th e JDL eventuall y re -
sulted i n th e movement' s decline . Kahan e an d hi s follower s interrupte d 
concerts an d performances , harasse d an d attacke d Sovie t diplomats , attacke d 
members o f Arab group s i n th e Unite d States , invaded an d occupie d office s 
of Jewis h organization s tha t disagree d wit h o r denounce d th e JDL , an d 
blew u p th e touris t offic e o f a  foreig n government , a n ac t tha t Kahan e 
claimed t o kno w nothin g o f bu t tha t h e verball y supported . I n July 1971 , 
Kahane wa s arreste d o n a  charg e o f conspirac y t o violat e federa l gu n an d 
bomb regulations , fo r whic h h e wa s give n a  five-yea r suspende d sentence , 
fined fiv e thousan d dollars , an d place d o n fiv e years ' probation . Kahan e 
and th e JD L wer e effectivel y isolate d b y th e large r Jewis h community , 
which denie d Kahan e th e righ t t o spea k a t conferences , refuse d t o engag e 
him i n publi c debate , an d continuousl y an d stridentl y denounce d hi m an d 
the organizatio n h e led. 12 

But perhap s mos t interestin g wa s th e oppositio n tha t Kahan e an d th e 
JDL foun d withi n th e orthodo x communit y itself . Th e highl y influentia l 
orthodox authorit y Rabb i Mosh e Feinstei n declare d tha t th e JDL's action s 
against government s an d state s wer e "contrar y t o th e Torah. " Th e Unio n 
of Orthodo x Jewish Congregation s o f America unanimousl y vote d t o con -
demn Jewis h extremists. 13 Followin g thes e denouncements , Kahan e con -
tinued t o experienc e a  declin e i n fortune s and , i n 1971 , h e an d hi s famil y 
took u p residenc e i n Israel , fro m wher e h e woul d continu e t o lea d a n 
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almost fatall y weakene d JD L i n th e Unite d States . Kahane' s movemen t 
found it s greates t suppor t amon g Jew s wh o coul d b e considere d "folk " 
orthodox, Jew s onl y on e o r tw o generation s remove d fro m th e immigran t 
world wh o b y custo m o r upbringin g remaine d rituall y observan t bu t wh o 
were no t educate d i n th e demandin g an d indoctrinatin g worl d o f Jewis h 
day schools . Whil e Kahane' s activitie s an d politica l position s wit h regar d 
to th e Stat e o f Israel would late r fin d suppor t amon g a  growing triumphalis t 
orthodox righ t win g i n th e Unite d State s an d Israel , th e "folk " orthodox , 
among who m h e foun d hi s earlies t constituency , wer e a  dyin g breed . U n -
able t o sustai n a n adherenc e t o Jewish observanc e amon g thei r young , an d 
falling fas t t o th e lure s o f secula r educatio n an d suburba n affluence , b y th e 
early 1970 s i t wa s obviou s tha t thi s cohort , locate d primaril y i n th e oute r 
boroughs o f N e w Yor k an d o f othe r larg e cities , represente d th e fina l 
generation o f America n Jew s wit h th e recognizabl e imprimatu r o f earlie r 
immigrant generations . Kahane' s movement , despit e it s lac k o f appea l fo r 
the overwhelmin g majorit y o f America n Jews , touche d th e nerv e o f th e 
last significan t segmen t o f working-clas s Jews , a  segmen t o f Jews increas -
ingly absen t fro m th e concern s o f th e organize d Jewis h worl d an d fadin g 
fast, alon g wit h th e immigran t stam p o n th e America n Jewis h character . 

Other Jewish Voices  of Opposition 

Aside fro m th e orthodox , ther e wer e other , smalle r ye t quit e voca l seg -
ments o f the Jewish communit y tha t remaine d skeptica l abou t Blac k Powe r 
and it s meanin g fo r America n Jews . Essentially , thes e critic s though t Blac k 
Power an d th e lef t wer e usin g thei r vas t number s t o agitat e an d threate n 
the stabilit y o f America n institution s importan t t o America n Jews an d tha t 
the mostl y whit e "Anglo-Saxon " establishmen t wa s showing a  distinct will -
ingness t o sacrific e Jewish interest s i n orde r t o appeas e th e mor e dangerou s 
Black agitators . Thi s formulatio n wa s based o n th e belie f that th e Jews wer e 
vulnerable t o oppressio n an d no t completel y a t eas e i n th e Unite d States , 
but, unlik e th e Jews o n th e N e w Left , thes e critic s define d th e proble m a s 
more a  matter o f power politic s tha n on e o f an oppressiv e capitalis t system . 
Like th e Jewis h leftists , thes e critic s focuse d o n anti-Semitism , bu t i t wa s 
the presen t anti-Semitis m o n th e lef t an d i n th e Blac k community , rathe r 
than th e anti-Semitis m o f th e right , tha t concerne d them , an d the y wer e 
thus willin g t o releas e themselve s fro m wha t the y no w believe d t o b e a n 
anachronistic allianc e wit h Blac k Power . Tha t said , i t shoul d b e pointe d 
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out tha t howeve r mor e realisticall y an d les s sentimentall y the y wer e abl e 
to se e ne w development s o n th e America n politica l scene , thes e critic s 
were, i n effect , throw n bac k int o th e mir e o f Jewish histor y b y th e ne w 
anti-Semitism o n th e left . Tha t is , Blac k anti-Semitis m ha d th e effec t o f 
enveloping thes e critic s i n th e discours e surroundin g th e histori c Jewis h 
concern wit h safet y an d vulnerability , rathe r tha n wit h th e challeng e pre -
sented b y freedo m an d assimilation . 

Milton Himmelfar b wa s on e suc h critic . Educate d a t th e Jewis h The -
ological Seminary , Himmelfar b wa s a n astut e observe r o f th e Jewish scene , 
an accomplishe d sociologist , an d perhap s th e mos t gifte d o f the writer s wh o 
subscribed t o th e "Je w a s middleman " theme . Som e month s afte r th e Six -
Day War , Himmelfar b wrot e tha t th e Jew s wer e changin g i n a  wa y tha t 
suggested a  profoun d disillusionmen t wit h th e libera l outloo k the y ha d 
acquired a s a result o f the moder n Enlightenment . "Th e Frenc h Revolutio n 
had equalit y fo r th e Jews a s a  corollary . W e wer e fo r th e Revolutio n an d 
its extension , an d th e righ t wa s against . N o w th e locatio n o f ou r enemie s 
is no t quit e s o simple . W e hav e enemie s o n th e right , bu t als o o n th e 
left."14 Writin g o f th e infamou s June-Jul y newslette r o f th e Studen t N o n -
violent Coordinatin g Commit tee—"What ' s i n a  name"—an d th e editor' s 
diatribe agains t th e "Je w shops " i n th e Blac k ghettos , Himmelfar b re -
sponded wit h characteristi c wit . "Sa y wha t yo u wil l abou t Marxism -
Leninism-Maoism-Fidelism-Fanonism, wha t othe r mod e o f analysi s woul d 
have bee n abl e t o trac e th e cause s o f Negr o oppressio n s o unerringl y t o 
the rea l center s o f economi c an d politica l powe r .  . .  Israel an d th e littl e 
Jew shops?" 15 

Himmelfarb wa s convince d tha t th e Jew s i n Americ a wer e becomin g 
the middleme n betwee n a  whit e Protestan t establishmen t an d a n increas -
ingly agitate d Blac k militancy . Th e establishmen t wa s mos t intereste d i n 
maintaining orde r amon g urba n Blacks , an d i n orde r t o achiev e it s goa l a 
certain numbe r o f Blac k elite s woul d hav e t o b e mollifie d b y bein g give n 
a stak e i n th e system . I n th e schools , wha t mattere d wa s no t s o muc h th e 
"ability t o teach " bu t th e abilit y t o impos e discipline , an d Blac k Americans , 
the establishmen t felt , coul d perfor m tha t rol e bette r tha n Jews. Assumin g 
the rol e o f a n imaginar y WASP , Himmelfar b wrot e tha t Jew s woul d b e 
hurt th e most , bu t "fai r i s fair , an d a s betwee n Black s an d Jew s w e hav e 
no reaso n t o reproac h ourselve s whe n w e giv e preferenc e t o th e Blacks . 
. .  .  Blacks ca n caus e trouble , rea l trouble , Jews onl y tal k .  .  .  the pric e mus t 
be paid , an d thi s i s bot h th e easies t an d th e fairest." 16 

It i s interestin g tha t Himmelfar b suggeste d tha t Jew s themselve s wer e 
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responsible, a t leas t i n part , fo r thei r interstitiality , becaus e continuin g Jew -
ish suppor t fo r suc h issue s a s ope n housing , fre e speech , an d racia l integra -
tion ha d alienate d the m fro m othe r whit e ethni c groups , th e onl y potentia l 
allies available . Allie s o f th e Jew s woul d no t com e fro m th e righ t o r th e 
left, an d the y certainl y woul d no t com e fro m th e whit e ethnics , wrot e 
Himmelfarb wit h tongu e i n cheek . "Wh y shoul d Pole s o r Italian s besti r 
themselves fo r th e Jews ? . . . I n votin g o n mone y fo r th e publi c schools , 
the Jew s ar e for , the y ar e against . Th e Jew s g o t o college , the y d o not . 
They hunt , th e Jews d o not." 1 7 

A numbe r o f critic s cam e t o believ e that , wit h th e ris e o f Black Power , 
the ide a tha t Americ a wa s a  uniqu e plac e fo r Jew s i n th e histor y o f th e 
diaspora ha d t o b e reconsidered . Th e turmoi l o f th e lat e 1960 s rankle d th e 
iconoclastic edito r of  the  Jewish Spectator,  Trude-Weiss Rosmarin , wh o ed -
ited tha t magazin e fro m 193 8 unti l he r deat h i n 1989 . A n immigran t fro m 
Germany wh o ha d earne d a  doctorat e i n Semitics , archeology , an d phi -
losophy fro m th e Universit y o f Berlin, Weiss-Rosmari n hel d a  wide variet y 
of origina l opinion s o n suc h issue s a s wome n i n Jewish life , Zionism , an d 
Jewish culture . On e o f th e mor e controversia l debate s sh e entere d int o 
during he r caree r involve d th e questio n o f whether th e Jews i n th e Unite d 
States wer e i n exil e (galut)  o r whethe r Americ a wa s differen t fro m th e res t 
of th e nation s o f th e Jewish diaspora . I n 1951 , in respons e t o a n exchang e 
between Jacob Blaustein , presiden t o f the America n Jewish Committe e an d 
C E O o f th e America n Oi l Company , an d Israel i Presiden t Davi d Ben -
Gurion, i n whic h Blaustei n affirme d tha t Americ a wa s no t galut,  Weiss -
Rosmarin asserte d tha t "Americ a i s galut . .  .  because th e America n Je w 
must b e a  Jew, eve n whe n h e doe s no t wan t t o b e a  Jew."1 8 Eventuall y 
Weiss-Rosmarin cam e t o rejec t th e ide a o f America a s galut, reasonin g tha t 
"American Jew s .  . .  are o f Americ a a s al l othe r American s an d resen t .  .  . 
any intimatio n tha t the y ar e no t lik e al l Americans." 19 

But wit h th e adven t o f Blac k Power , Weiss-Rosmari n cam e t o believ e 
that Jews wer e gettin g caugh t i n th e crossfir e betwee n resentfu l Black s an d 
hostile WASPS . Th e event s i n th e Blac k ghetto s an d Blac k Power , a s wel l 
as th e rumbling s b y som e prominen t literar y WASP S tha t Jews ha d wide -
spread contro l o f th e literar y establishment , convince d he r tha t "Jewis h 
history als o document s tha t wheneve r an d whereve r th e outsider s becam e 
successful self-mad e insiders , popular resentmen t ros e agains t them." 2 0 Wit h 
her newl y reinforce d belie f tha t Jew-hatre d coul d no t b e fough t o r pre -
vented eve n i n th e Unite d States , Weiss-Rosmari n rejecte d th e ide a tha t 
America wa s different . " I hav e frequentl y expresse d m y belie f that Americ a 
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is different . Bu t thi s was befor e th e urba n crisi s erupte d i n th e conflagratio n 
of th e fir e thi s time, " sh e wrote , concludin g tha t al l o f th e explosiv e in -
gredients tha t ha d triggere d anti-Semiti c outbreak s i n th e pas t wer e no w 
present i n th e Unite d States. 21 

Another influentia l spokesma n fo r th e ide a tha t Jews ha d t o reevaluat e 
their positio n towar d th e rac e revolutio n wa s th e rabb i an d theologia n 
Richard Rubenstein . Rubenstei n i s recognize d toda y a s on e o f th e mos t 
imaginative Jewis h theologian s o f th e twentiet h centur y fo r hi s "Deat h o f 
God" thesis , formulate d i n hi s boo k After  Auschwitz  publishe d i n 1966. 22 

Rubenstein argue d fo r a  radica l ne w midsrash,  a  radica l ne w myth , i n th e 
wake o f th e Holocaus t becaus e i t wa s no w n o longe r possibl e t o spea k o f 
the caring , compassionate , persona l Go d tha t Jew s ha d historicall y con -
ceived.23 Th e hars h realis m tha t Rubenstei n brough t t o Jewis h theolog y 
was als o eviden t i n hi s analysi s o f th e America n Jewish situatio n i n th e lat e 
1960s, particularly wit h regar d t o rac e relation s an d th e Black Powe r move -
ment. 

Rubenstein urge d Jews t o b e mor e realisti c politicall y an d t o sto p relyin g 
on appeal s t o moralit y an d moralis m i n dealin g wit h bot h th e whit e Chris -
tian an d th e Blac k communities . I n 1963 , Rubenstei n ha d bee n on e o f 
nineteen rabbi s t o respon d t o Marti n Luthe r King' s reques t fo r suppor t i n 
his effor t t o figh t racia l segregatio n i n Birmingham , Alabama. 24 Bu t b y 
1965, Rubenstei n fel t tha t th e eventua l withdrawa l o f Jewish suppor t fro m 
the Blac k revolutio n ha d becom e inevitable . Th e reasonin g behin d thi s 
change o f min d wa s th e gnawin g feelin g tha t Jews wer e onc e agai n bein g 
drawn int o th e histori c patter n o f showin g sympath y fo r othe r people' s 
national aspiration s despit e th e anti-Semitis m o f th e ensuin g revolution . " I 
knew tha t ever y nationalis t revolutio n i n moder n time s ha d turne d anti -
Semitic. . . . I t i s unfortunatel y no t tru e tha t victim s see k justice. Ver y fre -
quently, the y see k victim s o f thei r own, " Rubenstei n wrote. 25 

Rubenstein clearl y overstate d th e attachmen t o f nationalis t revolution s 
to anti-Semitism , an d h e nee d hav e looke d n o furthe r tha n th e America n 
Revolution fo r evidenc e t o th e contrary . Bu t wit h regar d t o anti-Semitis m 
and th e Blac k revolution , Rubenstei n dre w o n th e internationa l connectio n 
between Blac k Powe r an d anti-Zionis m an d insiste d tha t i t wa s incumben t 
upon th e Jewish communit y t o reexamin e it s fundamental politica l strategy . 
"The presupposition s o f America n Jewis h liberalis m worke d wel l i n th e 
America o f th e thirties , forties , an d fifties . .  . .  [But ] th e Jewish communit y 
can n o longe r remai n tru e t o it s ow n fundamenta l aspiration s .  .  .  and, a t 
the sam e time , suppor t th e Negr o revolution." 26 



202 |  B L A C K S I N T H E J E W I S H M I N D 

The Jewish Neoconservatives and the Common Culture 

The ris e o f radical Ne w Lef t an d Black Powe r movement s gav e birth t o a 
small bu t influentia l schoo l o f American politica l though t know n broadl y 
as neoconservatism . Whil e thi s movemen t include d suc h non-Jewis h in -
tellectuals a s Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Rober t Nisbet , Pau l Seabury, Pete r 
Berger, Samue l Huntington , an d Michae l Novak , a  larg e portio n o f th e 
movement's to p figure s wer e prominen t Jewis h intellectual s formerl y o f 
the radica l Ne w Yor k Intellectua l milieu . Irvin g Kristol , th e edito r o f th e 
neoconservative hous e orga n The  Public  Interest,  ha s bee n labele d th e "fa -
ther" o f neoconservative though t and once metaphorically described a neo-
conservative a s "a liberal who ha s been mugged by reality."27 Othe r prom -
inent Jewish neoconservative s hav e include d Norma n Podhoretz , Natha n 
Glazer, Gertrud e Himmelfarb , Danie l Bell , Seymour Martin Lipset , Joseph 
Epstein, Ear l Raab , Walte r Laqueur , Aaro n Wildavsky , Ronal d Berman , 
Ben Wattenberg , Midg e Decter , an d Marti n Diamond . 

While America n Jew s hav e bee n mostl y aligne d wit h libera l politics , 
there hav e alway s bee n secula r Jewish conservative s i n th e Unite d States , 
some o f who m becam e quit e prominen t i n America n intellectua l life . 
Among thes e wer e th e well-know n anti-Communist s Sidney  Hoo k an d 
Bertram Wolfe . A t th e Universit y o f Chicago , a  whole schoo l o f conser -
vative though t too k roo t afte r Worl d Wa r I I with th e activ e participatio n 
of many prominen t Jewish scholars , including Milton Friedman , th e fathe r 
of fiscal "monetarism, " an d Le o Strauss , th e Germa n emigr e an d founde r 
of th e Universit y o f Chicag o schoo l o f socia l philosophy , whic h empha -
sized th e "natura l law " o f civilized orde r an d th e rejectio n o f socialist Uto-
pias. Jewish practitioner s o f th e Chicag o schoo l include d Han s Morgen -
thau, Mortime r Adler , an d Hanna h Arendt. 28 Ther e wa s also a  small cadre 
of secular Jewish conservatives who wrote for William F. Buckley's National 
Review, including Ma x Geltman , a  journalist wh o wrot e a  number o f ar -
ticles o n th e Blac k revolutio n tha t wer e eventuall y publishe d a s a  book . 
Geltman calle d fo r a  "disengagement " o f America n Jews fro m th e Blac k 
Power movemen t o n th e basi s o f th e movement' s ope n hostilit y towar d 
Jews.29 

But n o particula r grou p o f conservative thinker s o r conservative school s 
of though t ha d eve r com e clos e t o carryin g a s sizable a  Jewish imprin t a s 
the neoconservatives , a  movement tha t attracte d man y recen t arrival s fro m 
the precinct s o f the radica l left . I n th e lat e 1960s , when a  number o f for -
merly left-win g intellectual s bega n t o tak e o n conservativ e colorations , i t 
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was n o surpris e tha t a  large proportio n o f thes e intellectual s wer e o f Jewish 
background, bringin g wit h the m specifi c Jewis h preoccupation s alon g th e 
way. 

Neoconservatism share d a  grea t dea l wit h traditiona l America n conser -
vatism o n domesti c an d foreig n issues , bu t i t represente d somethin g ne w 
in tha t i t wa s possibl y th e firs t programmati c syste m o f though t i n th e 
United State s tha t wholeheartedl y accepte d man y importan t libera l prin -
ciples. Fo r neoconservatives , i t wen t withou t sayin g tha t th e inequalit y o f 
racial minorities , women , an d th e poo r wa s bad , tha t acces s t o goo d publi c 
schools, highe r education , an d jo b opportunitie s shoul d b e expande d fo r 
all, tha t ther e wa s a  definit e nee d fo r a  welfar e stat e alon g th e line s estab -
lished b y th e N e w Dea l an d it s immediat e postwa r expansion , an d tha t th e 
United State s shoul d conside r it s reputatio n fo r acceptin g an d absorbin g 
large number s o f ne w immigrant s fro m al l ove r th e worl d a  grea t virtue . 
N o doub t th e heav y Jewis h an d Catholi c representatio n amon g th e neo -
conservatives accounte d fo r thei r concer n wit h th e "openness " o f American 
life an d th e matte r o f equalit y i n general , an d thi s prompte d on e libera l 
writer t o commen t tha t neoconservatis m wa s th e firs t "seriou s America n 
conservatism."30 

But neoconservatis m als o represente d somethin g ne w i n tha t i t wa s i n 
large measur e a  response t o th e ris e o f N ew Lef t radicalis m i n th e lat e 1960 s 
and, consequently , reflecte d a n overarchin g concer n wit h th e stabilit y o f 
American politica l an d socia l institutions . Th e primar y concern s o f th e 
neoconservatives reflecte d thei r belie f that a  crisis o f authority ha d occurre d 
in th e Unite d State s an d i n th e Wes t i n general , tha t governin g institution s 
had los t thei r legitimacy , an d tha t th e ris e o f a  permanen t "adversar y cul -
ture" ha d come , b y wa y o f a  sof t " N e w Class " o f libera l bureaucrats , t o 
seriously threate n th e socia l stabilit y upo n whic h th e futur e o f democrac y 
depended. Th e ide a o f defendin g "liberal " civilizatio n underlie s th e "new -
ness" o f th e "neo " i n th e ter m neoconservative : i t wa s a  conservatis m tha t 
did not , i n it s earl y stages , se e itsel f a s necessaril y conservativ e i n th e tra -
ditional sense , bu t rathe r a s a  defende r o f postwa r America n liberalis m 
against a  destructiv e 1960 s radicalism . I t i s instructiv e tha t th e neoconser -
vatives wer e no t self-named ; th e nam e wa s coine d b y th e democrati c so -
cialist Michae l Harrington , wh o gav e himsel f tha t labe l i n orde r t o distin -
guish himsel f from othe r Democrati c part y intellectual s afte r h e ha d decide d 
to dro p hi s protes t agains t electora l politics . T o thi s da y man y neoconser -
vatives continu e t o believ e tha t i t i s a  long-lost liberalis m tha t the y see k t o 
recover, rathe r tha n a  varian t o f conservatism. 31 
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The stabilit y o f democrati c institution s an d th e hostilit y o f th e radica l 
left t o th e humanisti c an d rationa l tradition s o f th e Wes t wa s a  majo r 
concern fo r a  numbe r o f Jewis h neoconservatives , mos t o f w h o m wer e 
prompted int o thei r ideologica l "apostasy " b y th e N e w Lef t an d Blac k 
Power positio n o n th e 196 7 Middl e Eas t war . Man y o f th e Jewis h neo -
conservatives experience d th e sam e reviva l o f Jewish prid e afte r th e Six -
Day Wa r tha t ha d affecte d mos t America n Jews , an d thi s chang e i n moo d 
was recorde d famousl y i n th e page s o f Commentary  magazin e b y it s editor , 
Norman Podhoretz. 32 Podhoret z explaine d tha t h e ha d embarke d o n a n 
extraordinary intellectua l evolutio n tha t bega n i n th e earl y 1960 s whe n h e 
first starte d editin g Commentary,  wit h a n effor t "t o reviv e th e dorman t spiri t 
of radica l socia l criticis m withi n th e America n intellectua l community. " 
But b y th e en d o f th e decade , Podhoret z wrote , " I foun d mysel f almos t 
entirely ou t o f sympath y wit h th e politica l working s o f th e radica l ethos, " 
largely becaus e o f th e "barbari c hostilit y t o freedo m o f though t whic h b y 
the lat e 1960 s ha d becom e on e o f th e hallmark s o f thi s ethos." 33 But , a s 
Podhoretz wen t o n t o state , i n th e cas e o f hi s ow n disaffection , an d tha t 
of th e othe r Jewis h writer s aroun d Commentary,  "ther e wa s a n elemen t 
going beyon d wha t i s customarily considere d political. " Fo r Podhoret z an d 
his circl e o f writers , thi s othe r elemen t seeme d closel y connecte d t o thei r 
identities a s Jews. 

Podhoretz admitte d tha t h e wa s worrie d abou t th e Jewish conditio n i n 
America an d tha t thi s anxiet y wa s cause d b y tw o events—th e Six-Da y 
War an d th e N e w Yor k Cit y teachers ' strike . Bot h o f thes e event s ha d 
served t o brea k th e tabo o agains t th e ope n expressio n o f anti-Semitism tha t 
had prevaile d i n th e Unite d State s sinc e Worl d Wa r II . "[I] f th e anti -
Semitism o f th e righ t continue s t o liv e underground , th e anti-Semitis m o f 
the lef t ha s move d i n recen t year s ou t o f th e foul-smellin g catacomb s o f 
the radica l traditio n an d int o th e commo n ligh t o f day, " Podhoret z wrote . 
Podhoretz wa s als o convince d tha t th e teachers ' strik e expose d i n certai n 
elements o f th e whit e powe r structur e a n "apparen t readines s t o purchas e 
civil peac e i n th e Unite d State s . . . a t th e direc t expens e o f th e Jews." 3 4 

Accordingly, whe n thinkin g abou t politica l an d socia l issues , Podhoret z 
suggested tha t Jews shoul d as k themselve s th e age-ol d questio n "I s i t goo d 
for th e Jews?" I n a  statemen t tha t reflecte d th e cosmopolita n milie u fro m 
whence th e Jewis h neoconservative s came , Podhoret z admitte d tha t onl y 
a shor t tim e earlie r thi s questio n woul d hav e evoke d a  respons e o f ange r 
or embarrassmen t fro m America n Jew s lik e himself , wh o believe d tha t i t 
reflected a  "mentalit y n o broade r tha n tha t o f th e tribe. " Bu t no w i t ap -
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peared tha t th e "Golde n Age " o f America n Jewr y wa s over , an d i t wa s 
appropriate t o as k suc h a  question . 

Between 196 7 an d 197 2 Podhoret z fleshed  ou t th e progra m o f Jewis h 
neoconservatives wit h th e hel p o f a  coteri e o f extremel y talente d writers , 
most o f who m ha d embarke d o n a n ideologica l evolutio n simila r t o th e 
one h e ha d taken . A s wit h Podhoretz , thes e writer s wer e deepl y impacte d 
by th e anti-Semitis m o f th e N e w Lef t an d Blac k Powe r movement s an d 
by th e stubbor n refusa l o f Jewish leftist s t o denounc e th e ideologica l ex -
tremism o f thes e movements . Th e feelin g tha t th e ris e o f N e w Lef t radi -
calism an d Blac k Powe r an d th e acceptanc e o f thei r premise s b y liberal s 
had pu t America n Jew s i n a  precariou s situatio n foun d articulat e an d stri -
dent expressio n throug h th e writer s a t Commentary. 

The neoconservativ e approac h t o Blac k Powe r an d Blac k anti-Semitis m 
was perhap s mos t full y fleshed  ou t b y th e sociologis t an d Jewish communa l 
leader Ear l Raab . I n a  widel y rea d articl e tha t appeare d i n Commentary  i n 
1969, Raa b attacke d th e irrelevanc e o f studie s tha t showe d smal l amount s 
of Blac k anti-Semitis m o n th e ground s tha t anti-Semiti c politica l move -
ments di d no t requir e larg e number s o f supporter s i n orde r t o succeed . T o 
demonstrate thi s point , Raa b cite d th e politica l phenomeno n o f th e Cath -
olic pries t Charle s Coughli n i n th e 1930s . Afte r a  poin t th e Coughli n 
movement becam e explicitl y anti-Semitic , ye t poll s showe d tha t onl y 
around 2 0 percent o f Coughlin supporter s sai d they woul d bac k a  campaig n 
against Jews.35 Whil e anti-Semitis m migh t no t hav e bee n a  salien t enoug h 
issue t o attrac t supporters , i t wa s als o insufficien t t o inhibi t suppor t fo r a 
movement tha t ha d anti-Semitis m a s onl y on e o f it s centra l platforms . I t 
was fo r thi s reaso n tha t politica l anti-Semitis m usuall y originate s no t i n th e 
grass root s bu t i n th e mind s o f elite s wh o ar e capabl e o f articulatin g a n 
integrated ideology . Raa b insiste d tha t th e anti-Semitis m emergin g fro m 
Black extremis m wa s no t th e fol k anti-Semitis m tha t Blac k American s 
shared wit h white s an d tha t utilize d th e characterization s o f Christia n my -
thology bu t rathe r wa s politica l anti-Semitism , "th e abstrac t an d symboli c 
anti-Semitism whic h Jews instinctivel y fin d mor e chilling." 36 Accordingly , 
Raab insiste d that , "a s fa r a s th e Vulnerability ' o f th e populatio n i s con -
cerned, th e ke y i s no t th e leve l o f anti-Semiti c beliefs , bu t th e leve l o f 
resistance t o politica l anti-Semitism." 37 Th e relevan t fac t wa s tha t Blac k 
Power wa s developin g a n anti-Semiti c ideolog y tha t man y Black s refuse d 
to rejec t becaus e i t me t s o man y unexpresse d need s i n th e Blac k com -
munity. Whil e th e majorit y o f Blac k American s migh t b e horrifie d b y 
expressions o f anti-Semitism , Raa b wrote , the y wer e reluctan t t o oppos e 
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it o n th e communit y leve l "becaus e i t would see m t o b e a n attac k o n th e 
militant movemen t itself." 38 

The Jewis h neoconservative s represente d th e firs t attemp t withi n th e 
American Jewish communit y t o provid e a  programmatic alternativ e t o th e 
predominantly left-libera l traditio n o f Jewish politic s i n th e Unite d States . 
For perhap s th e firs t tim e i n th e twentiet h century , a n identifiabl e grou p 
of well-place d an d influentia l Jewis h thinker s ha d exhibite d a  willingnes s 
to reorde r th e prioritie s o f American Jews an d t o sugges t i n th e stronges t 
terms tha t Jewish well-bein g migh t no t necessaril y b e tie d t o th e politica l 
aspirations o f Black American s o r t o progressiv e socia l an d politica l force s 
of an y kind . Bu t i t wa s no t th e objectiv e o f th e Jewish neoconservative s 
to dea l i n an y programmati c dept h wit h mor e substantiv e issue s o f Jewish 
culture. A s intellectuals wh o ha d recentl y lef t th e fold s o f American radi -
calism, th e neoconservative s wer e necessaril y o f a n insurgen t psychology , 
concentrating specificall y o n riddin g the Jewish community , an d American 
political lif e a t large , o f what the y considere d t o b e dangerou s ne w radica l 
notions tha t ha d gaine d ascendanc y i n America n intellectua l an d politica l 
life. Th e neoconservative s were therefore tie d to the discourse of liberalism 
and al l o f it s underlyin g preoccupations , includin g th e ambivalenc e wit h 
which liberal s approache d thei r Jewish identities . Suc h libera l preoccupa -
tions include d th e ide a tha t Jews wer e historically , an d continue d t o be , 
potential victim s an d tha t th e primar y measur e o f Jewish welfar e wa s th e 
size o f th e buffe r America n Jew s coul d pu t betwee n th e force s o f anti -
Semitism an d themselves . Accordingly , Jewis h neoconservative s sa w th e 
welfare o f American Jews almos t solel y in politica l terms , in strengthenin g 
those force s the y though t wer e les s incline d towar d anti-Semitis m an d 
weakening thos e the y though t promote d it . Bu t whil e thi s include d a 
warmer approac h towar d Israel , i n general , th e neoconservativ e progra m 
was strictl y political , mor e a n attac k agains t a  liberalism "gon e mad " tha n 
a prescription fo r a n affirmativ e Jewis h life . 

It is not surprising , therefore , tha t the neoconservatives cam e under crit -
icism from mor e religiousl y observan t Jews fo r no t focusin g o n religio n o r 
internal Jewish problems . Jacob Neusner , th e renowne d religiou s scholar , 
has claime d tha t Commentary  magazine i s "Jewish" bu t neve r "Judaic " an d 
that anythin g "Jewis h may  fin d it s place i n th e worldvie w o f the neocon s 
of Jewish origin , history , sociology , literature , politics—anythin g excep t 
religion."39 I t wa s Neusner' s belie f that , "whe n i t come s t o th e rich  an d 
sanctifying Judai c religiou s life , wit h it s sophisticate d intellectua l heritag e 
of reflectio n an d rigorous  thought , thes e peopl e stan d a t on e wit h th e 
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left."40 T o thei r credit , an d i n strikin g contras t t o th e Jewis h liberal s an d 
the Jews o f th e Ne w Left , i t wa s neve r th e state d intentio n o f th e Jewis h 
neoconservatives t o b e anythin g othe r tha n a  loosel y define d progra m o f 
political an d cultura l criticism . Th e lon g libera l traditio n o f invoking Judaic 
injunctions t o bolste r politica l agendas , fro m th e Refor m rabbi s o f Ger -
many, wh o pronounce d tha t Judais m obligate s it s adherent s t o serv e th e 
Fatherland, t o th e Jews o f th e N e w Left , wh o argue d tha t "tru e commit -
ment t o th e Jewis h traditio n necessitate s participatio n i n revolutionar y 
struggles," wa s not , o n th e whole , duplicate d b y th e Jewish neocons . Pod -
horetz eve n wrot e tha t "thos e o f u s wh o hav e bee n fightin g th e idea s o f 
the radica l lef t hav e bee n fightin g precisel y i n th e nam e o f libera l values , 
not i n th e nam e o f Judaism. I t i s shallo w an d vulgar , i f no t blasphemousl y 
presumptuous t o thin k tha t Judais m give s it s blessing s o r it s warran t t o a 
particular politica l position." 41 

Yet critic s lik e Neusne r ar e no t wron g t o poin t ou t th e ver y secula r 
nature o f th e neoconservativ e program . Fo r Jewis h neoconservative s lik e 
Earl Raa b an d th e sociologis t Natha n Glazer , th e figh t fo r Jewish securit y 
focused o n th e threa t t o America' s politica l stabilit y symbolize d b y th e 
Black revolutio n an d th e mistake n commitmen t o f intellectual s t o antide -
mocratic thought . Fo r th e neocons , liberalis m ha d com e t o mea n some -
thing fa r differen t fro m wha t i t ha d mean t i n th e past , an d it s waywar d 
trajectory wa s fo r the m a  mor e importan t developmen t tha n an y o f th e 
internal concern s o f th e Jewish community . I n a n articl e writte n i n 1970 , 
Raab declare d tha t th e questio n a s t o whethe r Jew s coul d preserv e thei r 
identity a s Jews i n a n ope n societ y wa s no w moo t becaus e th e threa t t o 
an ope n societ y i n th e Unite d State s itsel f ha d supersede d it . Fo r Raab , 
"the mos t direc t threa t t o th e America n Jewis h communit y i s no t th e 
seepage o f assimilatio n bu t th e growin g inhospitalit y o f th e America n po -
litical environment, " a n inhospitalit y attribute d t o th e crisi s o f liberalism i n 
which th e Unite d State s wa s a t th e vanguard. 42 

Whereas left-libera l Jew s attacke d th e Jewis h middl e clas s fo r it s con -
formity an d politica l complacence , th e Jewish "ne w class " of upper middle -
class intellectual s an d student s go t i t goo d fro m th e neocons . Raa b single d 
out th e thousand s o f Jewish lawyers , businessmen , an d housewive s wh o h e 
believed constitute d th e backbon e o f workada y ideologica l liberalis m i n 
communities acros s th e land ; h e insiste d tha t thes e peopl e "shoul d neve r 
be forgotte n fo r th e wa y i n which the y hav e heightene d concer n fo r huma n 
problems i n th e country " bu t that , i n addition , "the y shoul d neve r b e 
forgiven fo r th e wa y the y hav e tolerate d an d fostere d a  self-destructiv e 
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liberal innocenc e whil e s o engaged. " Raa b als o detecte d th e limitation s o f 
Black Powe r pluralis m a s it concerne d America n Jews. I t was tru e tha t Jews 
continued t o participat e full y i n bi g cit y government , usuall y a s "advisers " 
or "socia l experts, " bu t the y wer e i n thes e role s primaril y a s professional s 
whose departur e fro m th e Jewis h communit y wa s "urba n affairs " o r th e 
social sciences , Jews wh o identifie d wit h th e risin g urba n minorit y groups , 
rather tha n a s representative s o f an y particula r segmen t o f th e Jewish com -
munity. "Indeed , th e ne w libera l big-cit y coalition , i n whic h th e onl y 
ethnicity i s Thir d World , bear s wit h i t a  bia s whic h is , i f anything , anti -
Israel an d coo l t o th e Jewish community. " Jews wh o remaine d attache d t o 
the ne w liberalis m wer e behavin g i n a  "particularl y pathologica l an d self -
destructive" way. 43 

One o f th e Jewish neocon s mos t deepl y influence d b y th e ris e o f Blac k 
Power wa s Natha n Glazer . Glazer' s no w famou s earl y perio d o f "mild " 
radicalism, whe n h e encourage d youn g Jew s t o joi n progressiv e socia l 
movements an d supporte d preferentia l treatmen t fo r Blacks , ha d b y 196 7 
evolved int o a  self-describe d "mild " conservatism . Th e large-scal e riot s i n 
Newark an d Detroi t ha d convince d Glaze r tha t extremis m ha d com e t o 
dominate th e moo d o f th e Blac k American , and , lik e Raab , h e wa s skep -
tical abou t th e meanin g o f thi s developmen t fo r th e stabilit y o f democrati c 
institutions. "Th e lin e i s difficul t t o dra w betwee n a n arouse d citizenr y 
flooding counci l chamber s t o voic e thei r grievance s .  .  .  and th e threa t tha t 
unless thes e grievance s ar e immediatel y acte d upo n th e cit y wil l b e i n 
ashes."44 

Glazer wa s no t sur e wha t ignite d th e riot s themselves , bu t h e expresse d 
the opinio n tha t the y wer e substantivel y differen t fro m earlie r riot s b y 
urban Black s becaus e thirt y year s o f wha t coul d reasonabl y b e viewe d a s a 
"good dea l o f progress " ha d mad e n o chang e i n th e moo d o r livin g con -
ditions o f the ghetto . Glaze r argue d tha t ther e wer e mor e Black s i n electe d 
office, th e civi l service , th e mas s productio n industries , an d white-colla r 
and professiona l jobs ; tha t ther e wa s bette r housing ; an d tha t th e sham e o f 
Black disenfranchisemen t i n th e Sout h wa s over—bu t tha t al l thi s mad e 
little difference . 

For Glazer , th e prevalenc e o f the belie f that Black Americans wer e doin g 
badly jus t a s i t becam e possibl e t o demonstrat e tha t ther e ha d bee n vas t 
improvements i n thei r conditio n constitute d America' s racia l paradox , an d 
the parado x ha d it s root s i n a  fallaciou s ide a abou t rac e an d ethni c group s 
in America : tha t al l white ethni c group s ha d bee n allowe d t o mov e rapidl y 
into America n societ y an d achiev e respectabl e level s o f income, goo d con -
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ditions o f living , an d politica l power , whil e raciall y distinc t group s ha d 
been hel d bac k fro m doin g th e sam e b y racism . Th e truth , Glaze r thought , 
was nothin g lik e this . I n th e Norther n cities , ther e wer e difference s be -
tween Black s an d whit e immigran t groups , bu t th e similaritie s an d conti -
nuities wer e mor e important . Whit e ethni c group s exhibite d a  wide rang e 
of experience , varyin g wit h tim e o f arrival , skill s a t tim e o f arrival , th e 
character o f the citie s t o whic h the y came , an d th e degre e o f prejudice an d 
discrimination the y faced . Blacks , fo r example , ha d mor e "politica l powe r 
than Puert o Rican s i n N e w Yor k City , a  somewha t highe r income , a 
substantially highe r proportio n o f professionals . .  . .  African-American s 
probably hav e mor e colleg e graduate s tha n Polis h Americans , mor e politica l 
muscle tha n Mexica n Americans , mor e clou t i n th e mas s media tha n Italia n 
Americans," Glaze r wrote. 45 Bu t eve n i f one believe d tha t Black s wer e th e 
worst of f o f al l th e distinctiv e ethni c groups , Glaze r believe d tha t i t wa s 
possible t o se e tha t Black s wer e par t o f a  pattern tha t ha d see n som e group s 
do bette r tha n other s an d al l group s experienc e up s an d down s withi n 
different tim e frames . "On e ca n indee d conten d tha t th e Negr o i s the wors t 
off o f the majo r ethni c an d racia l group s i n thi s country , bu t no t tha t muc h 
worse of f t o explai n b y itsel f the specia l qualit y o f despai r an d hysteria , an d 
the ton e o f impendin g violenc e an d doo m tha t no w dominate s muc h Af -
rican-American politica l discourse." 46 

The rac e parado x playe d a  pivotal rol e i n Glazer' s ideologica l evolution . 
Like Ear l Raab , Glaze r sa w unit y i n th e force s o n th e N e w Left , th e attac k 
on th e universitie s an d publi c bureaucracies , th e genera l movemen t awa y 
from humanis m i n th e earlie r radicalism , an d th e Blac k Powe r movement. 47 

While th e radicalizatio n o f Blac k Powe r ma y hav e bee n fe d b y frustratio n 
and deprivatio n a t th e grass-root s level , i t wa s ideologica l a t it s core , aide d 
and abetted , i n Glazer' s view , b y th e growin g rag e an d hostilit y centere d 
around radica l student s an d encourage d b y a  wid e rang e o f intellectuals . 
Glazer indicte d radica l Jewis h intellectual s fo r espousin g th e notio n tha t 
those i n th e middl e clas s wer e beneficiarie s o f white-ski n privilege , tha t 
they acte d i n complianc e wit h th e racis t orde r and , therefore , wer e no t 
entitled t o preserv e thei r status , thei r property , o r eve n thei r lives . I f Amer -
ica "i s believe d t o b e inherentl y discriminator y an d racis t i n it s treatmen t 
of minority groups , th e ver y success—economic , political , cultural—o f th e 
Jewish grou p become s suspect : i t become s a  success base d o n collaboratio n 
with th e enemy. " I f Blac k anti-Semitis m wa s primaril y th e wor k o f th e 
Black intelligentsia , the n i t wa s als o "abette d an d assiste d an d advise d b y a 
white, predominantl y Jewish , intelligentsia. " Thi s le d t o a  vituperativ e at -
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tack agains t radica l Jewis h writer s an d editor s suc h a s Andre w Kopkind , 
Rober t an d Barbar a Silvers , Rober t Scheer , Pau l Jacobs, an d Marvi n Gar -
son, who m Glaze r accuse d o f tolerating th e Black us e o f antiwhite violence . 
After all , Glaze r reasoned , i f some WAS P foundation s an d mayor s sa w anti -
Semitism a s an opportunit y t o diver t Blac k rage , i t wa s fro m th e "experts, " 
many o f who m wer e Jewish , tha t the y learne d this . I t wa s fro m thes e 
"disinterested experts " tha t the y go t th e ide a tha t judgmen t b y universa l 
criteria wa s discriminatory , tha t revolutionarie s wer e close r t o th e grass -
roots need s o f th e peopl e tha n wer e upholder s o f th e "system, " an d tha t 
bureaucracies robbe d peopl e o f thei r f reedom—"An d i f Jews ar e doin g 
these things , a  serious job o f education mus t b e undertake n amon g them." 4 8 

In th e earl y 1960s , Glaze r considere d th e achievement s o f "gifte d youn g 
Jews" t o th e arts , t o radica l politics , an d t o th e labo r movemen t th e Jews ' 
greatest gift s t o th e Unite d States. 49 Les s tha n te n year s later , h e questione d 
whether Jewish radicalis m ha d ultimatel y bee n a  good thin g afte r all . "Any -
one concerne d fo r th e futur e o f Jews i n Americ a wh o see s wha t th e in -
tellectuals hav e accomplishe d wil l certainl y thin k twic e befor e applaudin g 
or rejoicin g i n th e Jewish rol e i n th e transformatio n o f the Unite d States." 50 

In th e end , Glaze r fel t tha t th e Jewis h respons e t o Blac k anti-Semitis m 
depended o n wha t Jews believe d th e characte r o f America n lif e t o be . "I f 
Jews reall y believ e tha t Americ a ha s no t change d fo r th e bette r an d canno t 
change further , tha t democrac y i s a  fraud, an d tha t intelligenc e an d politica l 
action withi n th e schem e o f th e America n politica l syste m ca n d o nothin g 
and hav e don e nothin g t o improv e th e conditio n o f minoritie s .  . .  [A ] 11 
they ca n d o i s giv e th e Black s guns , an d allo w themselve s t o becom e th e 
first victims." 51 

The vigorou s fronta l assaul t o n Blac k Powe r an d o n Blac k anti-Semitis m 
and thos e wh o appeare d t o countenanc e i t clearl y se t th e Jewish neocon -
servatives apar t fro m th e libera l Jewis h establishment , whic h struggle d t o 
maintain a n allianc e wit h Blacks . Becaus e o f this , th e neoconservative s an d 
Commentary magazin e occupie d a n influentia l bu t relativel y isolate d spac e 
in America n Jewish life . Th e Jewish neocon s brok e cleanl y with left-libera l 
Jews no t onl y ove r th e left' s perceptio n tha t th e threa t o f Blac k anti -
Semitism an d Blac k Powe r wer e no t particularl y harmfu l bu t als o ove r th e 
liberal perceptio n tha t Jew s woul d inevitabl y benefi t fro m Blac k Powe r 
because i t wa s forcin g th e Unite d State s t o accep t a  broade r concep t o f 
cultural diversity . Th e Jewis h neocon s ha d n o illusion s abou t wha t a  plu -
ralism define d alon g th e rigi d line s o f rac e woul d mea n fo r whit e ethni c 
groups, an d the y hel d fas t t o th e belie f tha t America n Jews wer e bette r of f 
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in a  societ y tha t emphasize d a  stron g commo n culture . Ye t i t wa s no t th e 
prospect o f Jewish dissolutio n i n a  conglomeratio n o f melte d whit e ethni c 
groups tha t mos t concerne d th e neocons . Wha t concerne d the m mos t was , 
rather, Blac k Power' s espousa l o f involuntary ethni c association , th e fea r o f 
which continue d t o characteriz e man y o f thes e writer s fro m thei r day s o n 
the cosmopolita n left . Raab' s an d Glazer' s conviction , fo r example , tha t 
the fundamenta l threa t fro m Blac k Powe r derive d fro m it s threa t t o th e 
"openness" an d "freedom " o f America betraye d thei r belief that th e optima l 
life wa s no t on e i n whic h individual s woul d b e force d t o submi t t o th e 
demands an d commitment s o f th e group s t o whic h the y involuntaril y be -
longed. I n this , Glaze r wa s exhibitin g a  remarkable ideologica l consistency . 
In th e firs t editio n o f Beyond  the  Melting  Pot,  publishe d i n 1963 , Glaze r 
insisted no t onl y tha t th e variou s ethni c group s o f N e w Yor k Cit y contin -
ued t o b e identifiabl e an d importan t fo r socia l an d politica l lif e bu t tha t 
they als o n o longe r continue d t o exis t a s completel y autonomou s entities . 
"It i s tru e tha t languag e an d cultur e ar e ver y largel y los t i n th e firs t an d 
second generations, " wrot e Glaze r an d Moyniha n o f N e w York' s ethni c 
groups, "an d thi s make s th e drea m o f 'cultura l pluralism ' . . . a s unlikely a s 
the meltin g pot." 5 2 I t wa s thi s perceive d prohibitio n agains t cultura l sepa -
ratism tha t mad e Beyond  the  Melting  Pot  s o optimisti c i n tone . I n th e 
Northern mode l o f grou p relations , whic h Glaze r endorse d an d use d t o 
describe Ne w Yor k City , ther e existe d competitio n betwee n group s an d 
individuals, bu t i t wa s mute d an d conducte d throug h effectivenes s o f or -
ganization an d achievement , rathe r tha n throug h violence . Mos t important , 
it wa s individua l choice , rathe r tha n la w o r custom , tha t determine d th e 
extent t o whic h an y perso n participate d i n th e lif e o f a n ethni c grou p an d 
the pac e a t which on e assimilated . Pu t anothe r way , i n th e Norther n mode l 
described b y Glaze r an d Moynihan , ethni c group s acte d a s intermediat e 
social structures , bu t individua l choic e wa s preserved . 

This idea l represente d th e viewpoin t o f th e Jewish neocons , an d i t wa s 
the belie f i n individualism , a n attachmen t t o th e ambiguit y o f modern life , 
more tha n anythin g els e tha t inspire d th e neocon s t o oppos e Blac k Powe r 
and th e accompanyin g resurgenc e o f white ethni c assertivenes s i n th e earl y 
1970s. I n fact , th e movemen t fo r whit e ethni c assertivenes s dre w a s muc h 
fire fro m th e Jewish neocon s a s ha d th e Blac k Powe r movement , an d i t i s 
here agai n tha t th e neoconservativ e preoccupatio n wit h th e discours e o f 
liberalism ca n b e observed . 

The movemen t amon g som e whit e ethnics , including som e leading Jew-
ish spokesmen , fo r a  resurgenc e o f ethnicit y an d rigi d grou p barrier s bega n 
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to tak e roo t i n th e lat e 1960s . Whil e othe r objectiv e condition s wer e re -
sponsible fo r th e ethni c resurgence , i t was clea r tha t th e Blac k Powe r searc h 
for Blac k identit y helpe d t o foste r simila r impulse s i n othe r ethni c groups. 53 

Fashionable t-shirt s an d button s proclaimin g "Polis h Power " an d "Italia n 
Power" inspire d Andre w Greele y t o writ e i n 197 1 tha t "th e Black s hav e 
legitimated definitivel y th e ide a o f cultura l pluralism . . . . I f it i s al l right fo r 
Blacks, the n i t ough t t o b e al l righ t fo r everyon e else." 54 

Some Jewis h communa l leader s an d socia l scientist s seeme d t o identif y 
strongly wit h th e ne w pluralis m espouse d b y Greeley , Novak , an d others . 
Murray Friedman , th e Pennsylvani a are a directo r o f th e America n Jewis h 
Committee an d a  teache r a t th e Universit y o f Pennsylvania , collecte d an d 
edited Overcoming  Middle-Class  Rage,  a  volum e o f essay s an d speeche s o n 
the subject , mos t o f which originate d i n 196 9 and 197 0 when racia l tension s 
were a t a  high. 55 Th e ne w pluralis m ma y hav e bee n a  respons e t o Blac k 
Power, thoug h no t entirel y i n th e reactionar y wa y tha t som e critic s be -
lieved i t was. 56 In effect , Blac k Powe r strippe d whit e ethnicit y o f its myria d 
distinctions, an d th e advocate s o f th e ne w pluralism , a t leas t i n part , wer e 
responding t o thi s challenge . Ye t th e increasin g assimilatio n an d suburban -
ization o f whit e ethnic s durin g thes e year s betraye d a  ton e o f desperatio n 
in man y whit e ethni c writer s wh o seeme d t o insis t tha t ethnicit y ha d mor e 
meaning i n th e live s o f whit e ethnic s tha n th e increasin g convergenc e o f 
cultural pattern s suggested . Perhap s th e las t wal l tha t separate s ethni c 
groups, th e intimat e bon d o f marriage , crumble d rapidl y fo r Jew s almos t 
as muc h a s i t ha d fo r othe r whit e ethnics . Betwee n 196 5 an d 197 5 th e 
number o f al l Bosto n Jew s oppose d t o intermarriag e decline d fro m 7 0 
percent t o 3 4 percent . B y 198 3 onl y 1 0 percen t o f non-Jewis h American s 
disapproved o f marriag e betwee n Jew s an d Christians. 57 Thes e number s 
foretold o f the landmar k finding s o f the Nationa l Jewish Populatio n Surve y 
of 1990 , whic h indicate d tha t mor e tha n 5 0 percen t o f marriages involvin g 
Jews afte r 198 5 consiste d o f marriag e t o a  non-Jewis h partner. 58 "A t bot -
tom," wrot e on e observer , "wha t al l thi s obviousl y implie s i s th e increas -
ingly rapi d developmen t o f cultura l pattern s tha t ar e commo n t o al l Amer -
icans regardles s o f religion. " Warml y a s man y American s embrace d it , th e 
ideal o f cultura l pluralis m i n th e lat e 1960 s an d earl y 1970 s wa s flawe d i n 
one crucia l respect : i t faile d t o allo w fo r th e fac t that , i n som e o f th e mos t 
basic aspect s o f life , th e meltin g pot , "fa r fro m bein g inoperative , wa s bub -
bling awa y mor e strongl y tha n eve r before." 59 See n i n thi s light , th e "ne w 
pluralism" o f th e lat e 1960 s an d earl y 1970 s wa s perhaps , mor e accurately , 
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a las t gas p attemp t b y consciousl y ethni c white s t o avoi d th e psychi c cost s 
of assimilatio n b y institutionalizin g grou p differences . A s th e historia n Joh n 
Higham ha s noted , "lou d assertion s o f pluralis m almos t invariabl y betra y 
fears o f assimilation." 60 

The respons e o f som e o f th e writer s aroun d Commentary  magazin e t o 
the "ne w pluralism " reveale d a  grea t dea l abou t th e limitation s o f th e ne w 
post-1967 Jewish consciousnes s amon g neoconservatives . I n hi s controver -
sial 196 8 memoi r Making  It,  Norma n Podhoret z wrot e abou t th e "bruta l 
bargain" Jews ha d bee n require d t o mak e i n thei r figurativ e journe y fro m 
the Jewis h ghett o t o th e WAS P gentil e worl d o f th e Manhatta n literar y 
scene.61 Th e brutalit y o f th e bargai n consisted , o f course , i n th e relinquish -
ing o f those cultura l habit s tha t th e powe r broker s i n Manhatta n considere d 
unbecoming. Bu t despit e Podhoretz' s difficult y wit h th e bargain , h e woul d 
always remai n enamore d o f th e ide a o f a n America n "commo n culture " 
that wa s coextensiv e wit h WAS P culture . Whe n h e becam e edito r o f Com-
mentary i n i960 , Podhoret z hel d t o th e ide a o f a  highe r cultur e i n whic h 
all coul d share , insistin g tha t "i t wa s possibl e t o b e a n avant-gard e intellec -
tual an d a t th e sam e tim e t o b e intereste d i n thing s Jewish." 62 Becaus e o f 
its emphasi s o n individualism , th e WAS P "commo n culture " wa s benig n 
for America n Jews , an d th e attac k b y th e ethni c activist s o n th e WAS P 
foundation o f America n cultur e disturbe d Podhoret z greatly . T o denigrat e 
the idea l o f individua l autonom y "an d t o impl y moreove r tha t th e onl y 
choice w e ar e offere d i s t o remai n i n th e ethni c communit y o r t o becom e 
facsimile WASPS, " Podhoret z wrot e i n 1972 , "i s t o falsif y an d impoveris h 
our sens e o f wha t pluralis m ca n mea n i n America. " Podhoret z conclude d 
that, "becaus e jus t suc h a  fals e an d impoverishin g vie w i s implici t i n th e 
attitudes o f certai n ethni c enthusiasts , I  find mysel f mor e bothere d b y thei r 
movement than—a s a n ol d believe r i n th e valu e o f cultura l pluralism— I 
would eve r hav e expecte d t o be." 6 3 

Podhoretz's belie f tha t th e ne w ethni c particularists , firs t Black , the n 
white, denie d th e existenc e o f a  commo n cultur e i n Americ a inspire d hi m 
to publis h tw o importan t article s i n 197 2 o n th e subjec t o f th e ne w plu -
ralism. Th e article s wer e writte n b y tw o scholars , Harol d Isaac s and Rober t 
Alter, bot h o f who m ha d exhibite d i n thei r scholarshi p a  commitmen t t o 
the ide a o f ethni c particularism . Thes e writer s use d th e occasio n o f Murra y 
Friedman's boo k Overcoming  Middle-Class  Rage  an d Michae l Novak' s The 
Rise of  the  Unmeltable  Ethnics  (1972 ) t o expres s concer n abou t th e ne w 
pluralism, stemmin g fro m thei r perceptio n tha t th e ne w pluralist s wer e 
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advocating th e ide a tha t a n individual' s primar y commitmen t wa s t o hi s o r 
her particula r ethni c group. 64 

Isaacs, th e autho r o f a  semina l wor k o n th e impac t o f th e postcolonia l 
age o n Blac k America n identity , fel t tha t Friedman' s refusa l t o assig n "spe -
cial virtu e o r culpability " t o an y on e grou p amounte d t o a  "dog-eat-dog " 
philosophy tha t opene d th e doo r fo r th e legitimatio n o f allegianc e t o suc h 
groups a s th e K u Klu x Klan. 65 Anothe r concer n fo r Isaac s wa s th e variou s 
laws ne w pluralist s wer e tryin g t o ge t enacte d tha t woul d institutionaliz e 
the recognitio n o f ethni c grou p viewpoints . On e o f thes e bills—th e 
Schweiker-Pucinski ethnic-studie s bill , propose d t o Congres s i n 1972 — 
proposed federa l fundin g o f ethnic studie s courses. 66 I n respons e t o Schwei -
ker-Pucinski, Isaac s wrote, "[L]e t anyon e d o wha t h e ca n t o instil l whateve r 
version o f ethni c prid e h e want s i n hi s fellows , bu t le t hi m d o i t o n hi s 
own time . . . . I n th e publi c domain , w e hav e t o liv e uncontrolle d b y an y 
single vie w an d ope n t o al l views." 67 

Robert Alter , a  major Jewish literar y critic , too k pain s t o detai l th e ver y 
thin bu t importan t lin e betwee n nationalis m an d ethni c chauvinism . I n 
discussing Novak' s The  Unmeltable  Ethnics,  Alte r claime d tha t Nova k wen t 
way beyon d th e ol d ethni c politic s o f grou p self-interes t t o propos e tha t 
ethnicity wa s th e on e "tru e an d salubriou s mean s t o a  viabl e sens e o f self -
hood."6 8 Wha t concerne d Alte r mos t abou t Novak' s boo k wa s th e insis -
tence tha t "peopl e uncertai n o f thei r ow n identit y ar e no t wholl y free, " 
and h e endorse d th e fli p sid e o f Novak' s ethni c coin : "Peopl e preoccupied 
with thei r ow n identit y ar e no t wholl y free." 69 Ther e ma y b e a  nucleu s o f 
truth, Alte r conceded , t o Novak' s assertio n tha t "whe n a  perso n thinks , 
more tha n on e generation' s passion s an d image s thin k i n him, " bu t i t mad e 
Alter uneas y t o presen t th e individua l a s a  "passiv e conduit " fo r th e col -
lective pas t an d t o plac e s o muc h stres s o n th e nonrational . Alter' s fear s 
were mos t arouse d b y Novak' s clai m tha t a  Catholic write r coul d no t relat e 
to Jewish writer s o n th e primar y level . Claimin g tha t ther e wa s a n abilit y 
to transcen d difference s b y peopl e wh o reall y wante d to , an d tha t th e 
language o f th e commo n intellectua l lif e allowe d hi m t o relat e t o Edmun d 
Wilson mor e tha n t o th e thought s o f th e Hasidi c Satma r Rebbe , Alte r 
wrote tha t h e share d wit h th e non-Jewis h criti c "a n embracin g real m o f 
discourse wit h . . . a n engagemen t i n America n cultur e an d moder n ex -
perience, an d t o tha t basi c commonalit y o f enterpris e th e differentia l ele -
ment o f Wilson' s backgroun d i s incidental. " I t wa s thi s aspec t o f moder n 
culture fo r whic h w e shoul d al l b e grateful , Alte r wrote , "fo r th e fac t tha t 
a perso n ca n a t leas t i n par t fre e himsel f fro m subjugatio n (i n som e degre e 
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it i s alway s that ) t o th e communit y an d th e pas t i n orde r t o realiz e hi s 
selfhood accordin g t o hi s ow n needs." 70 

As th e mos t distinc t remnan t o f th e N e w Yor k Intellectua l milieu , th e 
Jewish neoconservative s too k th e transformativ e valu e o f modern America n 
life a s thei r highes t ideal , an d the y clearl y preferre d t o liv e wit h th e am -
biguity o f moder n Jewis h existence , rathe r tha n attemp t t o prescrib e an y 
specific progra m o f Jewis h commitmen t o r responsibility . I n thi s sense , 
neoconservatism was , i n som e ver y precis e ways , a  continuatio n o f th e 
postwar Jewish engagemen t wit h liberalis m an d th e moder n experienc e o f 
emancipation. Centra l t o thi s experienc e ha s bee n th e negotiatio n o f a 
tenuous balanc e betwee n prejudic e an d freedom . I n mos t instances , th e 
focus o n securin g freedo m b y eliminatin g prejudic e ha s denie d t o Jews th e 
ability t o fac e th e growin g dilemm a o f Jewish meanin g i n a  fre e societ y 
and ha s redirecte d th e attentio n o f Jewish thinker s towar d th e worl d o f 
external politics . A s on e historia n ha s written , neoconservatis m wa s par t 
and parce l o f th e postwa r shif t i n America n Jewis h lif e fro m "cultur e t o 
causes." Wherea s libera l an d leftis t Jew s believe d tha t servin g th e Jewis h 
interest mean t a  commitmen t t o progressiv e an d radica l politics , Podhoret z 
and th e neoconservative s believe d tha t th e "America n Jewis h communit y 
would flourish  bes t i n a  societ y i n whic h conservativ e value s an d policie s 
were ascendant." 71 Th e linkag e betwee n th e tw o viewpoint s involve s th e 
common definitio n o f Jewish well-being . Bot h liberal s an d neoconserva -
tives sa w Jewis h safet y an d vitalit y i n a  progra m o f integratio n an d th e 
strengthening o f th e "commo n culture " hel d t o b e th e highes t America n 
ideal. Th e differenc e betwee n the m wa s tha t liberal s looke d t o Blacks , 
despite th e adven t o f Black Power , a s th e primar y catalys t fo r fulfillin g th e 
dream o f a  trul y fre e society , whil e th e neocon s believe d tha t Blac k Powe r 
had becom e th e primar y obstacl e t o achievin g tha t cosmopolita n ideal . 
While th e Jewish neoconservative s wer e mor e forthrigh t i n admittin g th e 
limitations o f thei r progra m fo r Jewish culture , bot h movement s wer e sin -
gularly committe d t o achievin g politica l objective s consonan t wit h Jewis h 
safety an d freedom , rathe r tha n wit h th e searc h fo r Jewis h meanin g i n 
modern America . 



Conclusion 
Blacks and Jews in  American Popular Culture 

"Yeah . . . I  feel a  part o f me i s black. " 
—Steven Spielber g 

Arguing tha t i t i s i n som e way s mor e difficul t t o b e a  Jew i n 
the Unite d State s tha n i t i s t o b e Black , a s thi s boo k does , i s i n n o wa y a n 
attempt t o minimiz e th e ver y rea l impac t o f thre e hundre d year s o f racia l 
degradation o r th e continuin g burde n o f contemporar y racism . No r i s i t 
to sa y tha t wha t America n Jew s a s individuals , an d sometime s a s a  group , 
have achieve d unde r th e freedo m an d opportunit y the y hav e enjoye d sinc e 
the Secon d Worl d Wa r i s i n an y wa y negligible . I t is , rather , a t it s core , 
simply a n attemp t t o demonstrat e tha t Jewis h lif e an d cultur e hav e no t 
been a s easil y adapte d t o America n lif e a s i s commonl y thought . I n short , 
the tenet s o f America n liberalism , aroun d whic h s o man y Jew s hav e or -
ganized thei r lives , hav e frequentl y diverge d fro m th e requisite s o f Jewish 
continuity, an d thi s ha s bee n perhap s nowher e mor e eviden t tha n i n th e 
case o f America n rac e relations . Thi s boo k show s no t onl y tha t America n 
cultural an d politica l institution s hav e bee n mor e responsiv e t o Blac k com -
munal need s tha n t o Jewis h one s bu t tha t America n Jewis h leader s an d 
intellectuals hav e been , a t times , preoccupie d wit h matter s o f rac e du e 
primarily t o thei r belief , stemmin g fro m a  uniqu e past , tha t freedo m fro m 
external bigotr y i s al l tha t i s necessar y fo r a  minorit y grou p t o flourish  i n 
this grea t land . 

Perhaps th e turmoi l i n th e Jewish communit y ove r th e issu e o f govern -
ment-sponsored schoo l vouche r program s bes t dramatize s th e exten t t o 
which th e prioritie s o f liberalis m a s i t pertain s t o th e Blac k communit y 
continue, i n th e 1990s , to dictat e Jewish communa l policy . Major America n 
Jewish organization s hav e lon g oppose d th e ide a o f givin g parent s govern -
ment subsidize d voucher s t o sen d thei r school-ag e childre n t o th e publi c 
or privat e schoo l o f thei r choice . Ostensibly , suc h oppositio n ha s bee n 
grounded i n th e libera l belie f tha t voucher s pos e a  threa t t o th e separatio n 
of churc h an d state . Th e oppositio n o f majo r Jewis h group s suc h a s th e 
American Jewis h Congres s an d th e America n Jewis h Committe e t o 
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voucher program s ha s remaine d steadfast , despit e grea t enthusias m fro m 
orthodox Jewis h group s an d substantia l evidenc e tha t suc h program s 
strengthen Jewis h educatio n efforts , particularl y religiou s da y schools . Th e 
1990 Jewis h Populatio n Stud y indicate s tha t on e o f th e mos t commo n 
characteristics amon g strongl y identifyin g Jew s i s a  da y schoo l education , 
which immerse s youngster s i n Jewish knowledg e an d a  Jewish lifestyle . 

Nevertheless, no t onl y d o mos t Jewish leader s remai n oppose d t o schoo l 
vouchers, bu t th e motivatio n o f thos e wh o ar e no w beginnin g t o brea k 
through th e libera l lin e o n thi s issu e reveal s tha t Jewish leadershi p ha s bee n 
much mor e responsiv e t o th e sensibilitie s o f th e Blac k communit y tha n t o 
a clear-cu t concer n wit h Jewis h educatio n o r issue s o f churc h an d state . 
Mainstream Blac k organization s hav e lon g oppose d vouche r program s o n 
the ground s tha t the y woul d deplet e inner-cit y publi c school s o f student s 
and resources . Bu t no w tha t som e prominen t Blac k leader s suc h a s Queen s 
Representative Floy d Flak e an d th e Wisconsi n stat e legislato r Poll y Wil -
liams hav e broke n rank s o n thi s issue , redefinin g voucher s a s a  wa y t o 
Black empowerment , som e Jewis h spokesperson s ar e callin g fo r a  "real , 
serious reassessment " o f vouchers b y th e Jewish community . A t a  day-lon g 
conference o n "Schoo l Voucher s an d th e Jewis h Community " hel d i n 
Washington, D.C. , i n Ma y 1997 , Jewish leader s mad e n o effor t t o hid e th e 
fact tha t thei r shif t o n thi s issu e ha s everythin g t o d o wit h Blac k educatio n 
and almos t nothin g t o d o wit h Jewis h education . Durin g th e conference , 
Barry Schrage , th e presiden t o f th e Combine d Jewis h Philanthropie s o f 
Greater Boston , said , "Th e issu e o f fundin g fo r Jewis h da y school s i s les s 
important tha n socia l justice." Larr y Rubin , th e executiv e directo r o f th e 
Jewish Counci l o n Publi c Affair s (formerl y th e Nationa l Jewish C o m m u -
nity Relation s Advisor y Council) , sai d that , whe n ponderin g th e efficac y 
of vouche r programs , Jew s mus t conside r "th e consequence s o f a  failin g 
educational syste m o n th e underclasse s i n a n urba n setting. " A s on e Jewis h 
sociologist ha s writte n abou t th e positio n o f Jewis h leadershi p o n th e 
voucher issue , "Whe n i t come s t o governmen t ai d tha t migh t possibl y assis t 
[Jewish] parochia l schools , i t seem s tha t interest s lik e Jewis h continuit y 
don't eve n mak e i t o n th e rada r screen." 1 

The proble m fo r America n Jew s ha s no t bee n thei r recognitio n tha t 
freedom fro m th e burden s o f bigotr y i s crucia l t o th e succes s o f minor -
ity group s o r tha t th e Blac k struggl e i n th e Unite d State s t o obtai n thi s 
freedom ha s bee n perhap s th e mos t worth y struggl e o f all , bu t rathe r thei r 
neglect o f th e othe r necessar y ingredient s fo r minorit y success : mainly , th e 
maintenance o f socia l an d behaviora l boundarie s tha t separat e th e mi -
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nority fro m th e majority , boundarie s tha t ar e now , a s the y alway s hav e 
been, fo r obviou s reasons , fa r mor e difficul t fo r Jew s i n th e Unite d State s 
to dra w tha n fo r Blacks . Moreover , Blac k culture , thoug h bor n o f exclu -
sion, i s largel y America n culture , wherea s Jewis h cultur e i s largely , well , 
Jewish culture . Wher e Blac k American s hav e historicall y neede d onl y t o 
respond t o th e weigh t o f thei r histor y t o affec t America n lif e an d t o stak e 
their clai m i n it , Jews, i t seems , hav e ha d t o discar d their s before the y coul d 
do th e same . I f Jewish lif e i s goin g t o continu e amon g nonorthodo x Jew s 
in th e Unite d States , Jews wil l hav e t o mak e concerte d effort s t o demarcat e 
Jewish spac e from America n space , a  frequently difficul t an d unpleasan t task . 

In conclusion , perhap s a  brie f loo k a t th e wildl y different , an d com -
monly misunderstood , role s playe d b y Blac k cultur e an d Jewish cultur e i n 
the popula r art s o f th e Unite d State s wil l b e instructiv e i n bringin g thes e 
points t o light . I n perhap s on e o f th e mos t devastatin g cultura l ironies , th e 
Hollywood movi e system , founde d b y Jews an d commonl y believe d t o b e 
their greates t cultura l gif t t o th e Unite d States , ha s prove n t o b e th e venu e 
most strongl y representativ e o f Jewish assimilation . Fro m th e ver y begin -
ning, Hollywoo d mogul s lik e Loui s B . Mayer , Davi d O . Selznick , an d Jack 
Warner wer e th e ultimat e Jewish assimilationists . "Hollywoo d Jews efface d 
their Judais m a s a  mean s o f bein g accepted, " write s th e historia n Nea l 
Gabler. "Ther e wer e a  grea t man y Jew s [i n Hollywood ] wh o resente d 
being brande d outsiders , an d the y reacte d agains t thei r Judais m aggres -
sively."2 Wit h onl y a  fe w notabl e exceptions , th e Jewish imag e i n Holly -
wood movie s i n recen t decade s ha s reflecte d th e assimilationis m o f th e 
Jewish moguls . I n movie s lik e Radio  Days  (1987) , The  Adventures  o/Duddy 
Kravitz (1974) , Avalon  (1990) , Goodbye,  Columbus  (1969) , The  Jazz Singer 
(1927), My  Favorite  Year  (1982), an d The  Chosen  (1981) , Jewish protagonist s 
are show n fleeing  fro m traditiona l Jewish father s an d Jewish cultura l back -
wardness.3 O n th e issu e o f intermarriage , a  mos t recen t concern , Holly -
wood carrie s o n th e tradition . I n movie s lik e Dirty  Dancing  (1987) , Marjorie 
Morningstar (1955) , White  Palace  (1990), Heartburn  (1986) , When  Harry  Met 
Sally (1989) , Chariots  of  Fire  (1981) , The  Way  We  Were  (1973) , an d Prince 
of Tides  (1991) , a s wel l a s suc h recen t televisio n show s a s Sisters,  Chicago 
Hope, Murder  One,  Mad  About  You,  Cybill,  Partners,  Bless  This  House,  The 
Single Guy,  The  Larry  Sanders  Show,  Friends,  Love  and  War,  Seinfeld,  an d 
Murphy Brown,  mor e Jews an d non-Jew s ar e getting togethe r tha n ar e mem -
bers o f an y othe r ethni c grou p combination , a  situatio n tha t lead s on e 
historian t o commen t tha t "Hollywood' s happ y endin g i s on e tha t join s 
the Jew an d non-Je w i n matrimony , o r a t leas t love , triumphin g ove r th e 
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narrowness o f particularism."4 Apparently , th e Hollywoo d mogul s achieve d 
their goal . I n th e mind s o f mos t Americans , an y difference s tha t exis t be -
tween Jews an d gentile s ar e b y n o mean s substantia l enoug h t o kee p the m 
out o f wedlock . 

The histor y o f Black s i n Hollywood , a s elsewher e i n America n life , i s 
of a  fa r differen t order . Fro m th e beginning , Black s hav e bee n exclude d 
from th e Hollywoo d movi e system . Wheneve r Black s di d mak e i t int o a 
film, i t wa s usuall y i n th e for m o f on e o r anothe r degradin g Blac k stere -
otype. I n th e 1940 s an d th e decade s after , Hollywoo d produce d a  numbe r 
of liberal-minded "message " film s abou t Blacks , usuall y directe d b y white s 
and featurin g suc h star s a s Sidne y Poitier , Doroth y Dandridge , an d Harr y 
Belafonte. Th e 1970 s sa w th e explosio n o f "Blaxploitation " film s suc h a s 
Shaft (1971 ) an d Superfly  (1972) , whic h attracte d th e firs t crossove r audi -
ences. Today , however , th e recognitio n an d appreciatio n b y movie-goin g 
audiences o f Blac k cultur e a s interestin g an d authenti c ha s resulte d i n a 
virtual floo d o f Black movie s an d televisio n shows . Apparently , th e histor y 
of exclusio n has , a s i n s o man y othe r instances , lef t a  Black cultura l legac y 
now regarde d a s distinctl y Black , yet , paradoxically , someho w distinctl y 
American, too . Unlik e th e Jewish mogul s an d late r Jewish personalitie s i n 
Hollywood, a  sle w o f talente d Blac k directors , actors , an d actresse s ha s 
emerged wh o ar e read y an d willin g t o mak e affirmativel y Blac k films , an d 
Hollywood studio s hav e flun g ope n thei r door s an d lai d dow n bi g buck s 
for thei r efforts . Twenty-three-year-ol d John Singleto n receive d ten millio n 
dollars fo r hi s firs t featur e film , Boyz  in  the  Hood  (1991 ) fro m Columbi a 
Pictures. Singleton' s subsequen t effort s lik e Higher  Education  (1994 ) an d 
Rosewood (1997 ) an d othe r Blac k film s lik e Spik e Lee' s Do  the  Right  Thing 
(1989), Jungle Fever  (1991), an d Malcolm  X  (1992) , nineteen-year-ol d Matt y 
Rich's Straight  Out  of  Brooklyn  (1991) , Mari o Va n Peebles' s New  Jack  City 
(1991), Posse  (1993) , an d Panther  (1995) , an d Juli a Dash' s Daughters  of  the 
Dust (1992 ) ar e b y n o mean s assimilationis t films . Accordin g t o on e critic , 
they ar e "stridentl y confrontationa l i n thei r depictio n o f a  problem-riddle d 
urban cultur e i n conflic t wit h a  whit e mainstream." 5 Ver y rarel y i s th e 
subject o f racia l intermarriag e eve r viewe d positivel y i n thes e Blac k films , 
as i t i s i n film s involvin g Jewis h characters , an d th e ide a o f racia l inter -
marriage ha s mad e littl e headwa y i n televisio n a s well , a s th e demis e o f 
shows lik e The  Robert  Guillaume  Show,  True  Colors,  and Murphy's  Law  dem -
onstrates.6 Th e fac t tha t larg e portion s o f th e audienc e an d a n over -
whelming numbe r o f writer s an d producer s fo r thes e movie s an d show s 
are Black mitigate s agains t th e vie w tha t racia l intermarriage ha s not worke d 
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in Hollywoo d simpl y because o f white resistanc e t o it . Here , what i s ofte n 
viewed b y whit e liberal s a s a  horribl e racia l injustice—limite d choic e i n 
marriage partners—serve s t o strengthe n Blac k cultura l distinctiveness . 

Compare als o th e tw o musica l form s o f jazz an d th e sho w musi c stan -
dard, two distinctly American ar t forms created almost exclusively by Blacks 
and Jews, respectively . As in the movie industry , Blacks had been exclude d 
from th e commercia l developmen t o f jazz, in thi s case even despite havin g 
been it s originators . As one historia n recentl y wrote , "Almos t withou t ex -
ception, popular-cultur e writin g in th e 1920 s treated Negr o primitivis m as 
the raw material ou t o f which white s fashioned jazz."7 Some have seen the 
popularization o f Black music as the consummate exampl e of cultural theft . 
Amiri Baraka has written that "Jazz had rushed into the mainstream without 
so muc h a s one Blac k face." 8 Later , ther e emerge d a  more accurat e con -
sensus among scholars that jazz was perhaps the most multicultural of artistic 
mediums, involvin g white , Souther n folk , an d Creol e influence s o n a n 
essentially Blac k urba n idiom . However , th e reracializatio n o f America n 
life sinc e th e 1960 s ha s mad e rac e consciousnes s a  powerful forc e i n jazz. 
Just a s th e nee d t o separat e whit e fro m Blac k i n popula r cultur e onc e 
prevailed i n musi c criticism , ther e i s toda y a  stron g nee d t o separat e th e 
Black fro m th e white . Now , man y critic s tal k abou t jazz a s a  singularl y 
Black cultura l idiom , an d man y recor d companie s an d concer t hall s giv e 
contracts almos t exclusivel y t o Blac k jazz musicians. 9 

And yet, perhaps appropriately, the association of jazz with Black culture 
is no t parallele d b y th e associatio n o f th e Broadwa y musica l wit h Jewis h 
culture, eve n thoug h sho w musi c compositio n wa s dominate d almos t a s 
completely i n it s origins by Jews a s early jazz was by Blacks. Irving Berlin, 
Jerome Kern , Richard Rodgers , Georg e Gershwin , Ir a Gershwin, Doroth y 
Joseph, Herbert Fields , Lorenz Hart, Oscar Hammerstein II , Howard Dietz, 
and Arthur Schwart z were al l of Jewish birth and by far the most importan t 
players i n th e creatio n o f the Broadwa y standard . Perhap s Col e Porter , a n 
Episcopalian, wa s th e onl y majo r compose r o f popula r standard s no t o f 
Jewish birth , an d eve n h e confesse d tha t hi s succes s wa s predicate d upo n 
his ability to write "Jewis h tunes." 10 Here again , most o f these Jews gained 
prominence afte r eschewin g thei r Jewish background s an d makin g quint -
essentially "American " music . I n fact , th e sho w musi c mad e b y Jewis h 
composers combine d th e Viennes e operett a an d Blac k jazz t o mak e wha t 
one criti c called the "melting-po t musi c of the Jazz Age."11 George Gersh -
win's musi c i s more noticeabl y tie d t o th e synagogu e an d it s liturgical an d 
cantorial melodie s tha n th e others , bu t eve n Gershwin , "th e apotheosi s o f 
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American musica l genius, " adopte d th e ton e o f th e Jewish ghett o t o Porgy 
and Bess,  th e oper a o f anothe r minorit y group. 12 "Althoug h Gershwi n wa s 
not sh y abou t emphasizin g th e material/historica l conten t o f his Jewishness 
when i t wa s convenient, " write s on e historian , "hi s caree r relie d upo n th e 
ability t o sel l Jewishness a s a  flexible  modality—an d on e particularl y suite d 
for absorbin g Africa n America n music. " Apparently , Gershwi n ha d consid -
ered workin g o n a n oper a derive d fro m S . Ansky' s Yiddis h folktal e The 
Dybbuk, bu t h e foun d tha t th e "materia l wa s to o fa r fro m wha t h e kne w 
best, whic h mos t commentator s agree d wa s Africa n America n music." 13 

Gershwin's involvemen t wit h Porgy  and  Bess  was , accordin g t o anothe r 
scholar, a  cas e o f "beginnin g Jewish an d endin g u p Black!" 14 Tha t th e rol e 
of Jews i n America n popula r musi c i s emblemati c o f th e phenomeno n i n 
which th e "American " i n America n Je w emerge s a s th e "Jew " recede s i s 
exemplified b y th e cas e o f Irvin g Berlin , th e mos t successfu l compose r o f 
popular America n musi c an d a n immigran t Jew wh o wrot e "Whit e Christ -
mas" an d "Easte r Parade " an d wh o marrie d th e daughte r o f an anti-Semiti c 
Catholic an d raise d hi s childre n a s Protestants. 15 Only , i t seems , i n th e 
frenzied effor t t o becom e America n doe s th e Jew hav e a n impac t o n Amer -
ican culture . 

Perhaps th e mos t tragi c par t o f al l thi s i s tha t n o matte r ho w grea t th e 
effort, i t i s unlikely tha t Jews ca n eve r hav e th e impac t o n America n cultur e 
that Black s do . Durin g th e embryoni c stage s o f America n popula r musi c 
in th e earl y par t o f th e twentiet h century , i t wa s no t uncommo n fo r musi c 
critics t o interpre t th e "meltin g pot " musi c mad e b y Jews lik e Berli n an d 
Gershwin a s "fake" an d th e ragtim e o r jazz musi c mad e b y Blac k musician s 
like Kin g Olive r an d Jell y Rol l Morto n a s "authentic." 16 Howeve r th e 
critical debat e amon g ar t historian s turn s out , popula r opinio n ha s issue d 
its ow n verdict . On e musi c criti c recentl y compare d jaz z musi c wit h th e 
popular standard . "Th e tw o traditions , bor n ou t o f povert y an d exclusio n 
(and talent) , woul d cros s an d interweave , bu t eventuall y th e on e shape d 
by me n lik e Duk e Ellingto n woul d tak e precedenc e ove r th e on e shape d 
by me n lik e Berlin . Al l ou r currentl y predominan t po p styles—rock , rap , 
rhythm-and-blues—derive fro m Blac k music ; ' J e w i s n ' musi c live s o n onl y 
in th e bit s an d piece s o f th e traditio n tha t a  fe w o f th e bette r po p artist s 
have absorbed." 17 Here , a s elsewher e i n th e Unite d States , i t wa s muc h 
easier fo r th e Jew t o assimilate , bu t th e fac t tha t Black s coul d not , an d th e 
fact tha t nobod y no w i s being aske d to , ha s lef t Blac k American s i n a  muc h 
stronger positio n today . 

All o f thi s i s certainl y no t t o sa y tha t Jewish lif e i n th e Unite d State s i s 
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without an y redeemin g valu e o r hope . I t i s simpl y t o sa y tha t corporat e 
survival fo r Jews i n th e Unite d State s a t th e tur n o f the twenty-firs t centur y 
will b e mor e difficul t t o justify an d sustai n tha n i t eve r wa s befor e an d tha t 
previously hel d intellectua l orientation s ma y no t b e appropriat e fo r thi s ne w 
kind o f challenge . Whethe r ther e i s a  brigh t Jewis h futur e i n th e Unite d 
States ma y depen d o n th e spee d wit h whic h Jewish cultural , religious , an d 
intellectual leader s absor b thi s unpleasan t truth . 
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