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Library of Baghdad and the libraries of Baghd

University and the

Iragi Museum.

As the reader of the Arabic section observes {pp. 7-11), it was

q

possible lo examine the volumes of more than sevenly perio

selected studies published between 1945 -and 1855, The periodic

represent different Arap states: Irag 19,

Kuwaii 2, Lebanon

- v 1 v
i7, Moroceo 6.5audi Arabia 1,

4, Tunisia 1 and U.AR. 20 and

include journals of learned socleties. unive

ities and mi

Eduecation and Guidance.

The bibliographical items are numbered and arranged

according to the author's name in two sections: plays (Nos. 1-218) and

5 (Nos. 219-1253). However o pa

classified index is also

provided for items related to most authors and selected topies such

a5 the theatre in different Arab countries. drama and

the

e of the dialogue, poetic drama. drama in television and radio

and the history of drama in Arabie,

like to express my appreciation to Indiana

Ton

enabling me,. under a

Resa:

1 Grant, fo undertake this survey

during 1967

. to the University of Baghdad for supporting its publica-

Hon and to my wife Amal for her active part in collecting data from a

large number of periodicals:

EALIH - T.

ALTONMA




A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SURVEY OF ARAEIC

DRAMATIC LITERATURE : 1945-1965

In contrast {o its minor posifion befove the Second World War,

Arabic drama has emerged in the poslwar years as an important literary
form noted for its diversity of themes and its steadily growing anpeal
and influence. Among the wvarious factors which have enhanced the
position of drama in modern Arabic literature are, the multiplication

ma. the

ate suppocied institulions or publications corflerned with d

mereasing demands for dramatic works created by the extensive use

expanding audience.

of mass media of communication and a rapid
fo theze must be-added the effeclt of “a noticeable change in literary
attitudes which tend to de-emphasize poetry as the primary medium

for projecting society’s aspirations, problems or thoughts in

other genres such as drama and novel. Asa result of these developments,
not only has the output of dramatic literature Increased but also Arabic

ling with diverse issues and

drama has demonstrated its potential in de

ideas confronting the Arab world.

One of the most effective means which have contributed to the

erowth of dramatic literature is the periodical. Nevertheless, no survey

has been made of the periodical materfals on drama In spite of the
fact that numerous studies were recently devoted to Arabic drama:
its themoes, forms and leading playwrights, The need for such a survey

o when he began feaching Arabic theatre

it

was strongly felt by ihis w

at Indiana University in 1864 but it was only during 1067-68 that a
systematic investigation of the Arabic periodicals. was envisaged and
largely execuied. The collections of several libraries in the USA. and

Irag were consulted inchuding Harvard, Indiana, Princeton. the National
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