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Roughly co-inciding with a pericd of weakness in both Macedonian
and Fatimite power, we have the rise of the Seljugs in the Ilslamic
world and the Northmen in the Byzantine, which led to a tuming-point
in history, that is, the Crusades, whereby Byzantium and Islam ceased
to stand zlone as the great powers in the mediaeval world.

With the revival. of Western Euvrope, Byrantium, in particular, loses
her pre-eminénce as a world power. It is for these reasons that 1 have
considered this a suifable pommt at which to conclude my political survey.

The last two chapters are meant to show that, in spite of aniagon-
-isms, Byzantium-and lsiam were conscious of the necessily for some
sort of modus vivendi and for commercial and cultural exchanges, The
last chapter, in particuiar, illustrates these points and emphasises the
frequency of the interchange of visits as between the Byzantines and
Muslims and the keen interest of the latter in the study of the governe-
ment and administration of Byzantinum. At the end of the chapter I have
tried to show the sharp comtrast between promouncements in the religi-
ous field by both =ides, jszued for polilical purposes and the wide
measure of folerance that, in practice, was allowed. Of this, perhaps, the

foundation of the sAnsari Mosque= at Constantinople may be taken as a

conclusive example.




EXPILANATORY NOTIE
BYZANTIUM AND ISLAM

The object of this essay is to give 3 general piclure of the relations
between Islam and Byzantium in the early Middle Ages. In my treatment
of the subject I have tried to show how Byzanline policy in the Eost
made possible the rise of Islam, and how Islam gave the MNear East a

predominant status in world affairs of that age .

In the first chapter [ have shown the extent of Byzantine imicrest in
sotithern and northen Arabia, and how her policy, commercial and poli-
tical, prepared the way for the growth of the Islamic faith in those re-
gions. The second chapter, consequently, fraces the various currents of
palicy in the Byzantine world. Thus the Persian Wars, the schisms bet-
ween the Monophysites and Melkites, may be linked as factors favouring
Istamic conguest of Syria and Egypt. This phase was followed by a siruo-
gle between the Musiims and the Byzantines {or the supremacy of the
Eastern Mediterranean, which was then the focus of the known world.
A crucial point in this struggle was the failure of the Umayyad forces

to capiure Constantinople,

Thereupen the war tooh on another aspect, characterised by a series
of desultory raids for plunder or revenpe, Hence, the third chapter deals
with the struggle for balance of power between Byzantium and 1slam,
and I have tried to show how suceess or failure i such raids was gove-
med by mternal conditions in Byzaniine and Islamic térritories respec-

tively.

My political survey, ends with a sketch of the relations between the
Macedonizn dynasty ‘and  the Islamic States of the Near East, among
which latfer the Fatimite power was pre-eminent.
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