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sts in Fikh and Ulemas, such 48 Onnnat 11 Wahed El
Mehamili, the daughter of Ibrahim El Harbi, El Sayeda
Khadiga bint Mussa Ben Abdallah El Bakkal. Gowhara
Wife of Abu Abdalla El Barathi and Maimuna El

Mutassawefa.

There was another class of as the wives and mothers
who earried out many reforms in the State. The most promi
nent figures of this type of women are Zubeida, El Sayeda
mother of El Muktader, Il Sayeda Gamila daughter of
Nasser El Dawla El Hamdani, etc,

In conclusion, the status of women in the third and
fourth Hijri centuries was not very satisfactory. They
lost their personality and their position under the inlluence
of women slaves who were found everywhere. Women
were a play in the hands of man, and could not feel assured
of their destiny, the fact which led to her deviation and the

deterioration of family life in general.



as food, costumes, (each class had a special constume difi-
erent from that of other classes.) The Sabia comm-
unity had its own traditions which differed from those of
other religious sects in matters of marriage, costumes and
food.

sSecond : Feasts, CUELEBRATIONS AND CARNIVALS.
Moslems celebrated the religious feasts and occasions
especlally the Fitr and Ad’ha feasts. The Caliphs toge-
ther with the statesmen used to go to the mosque on the first
day of the feast in a great convoy, welcomed by people
with great enthusiasm.  Other convoys used to be orga-
nized for commanders and ministers which were nonthe-
less brilliant. ~The Abbsides also celebrated fridays and
the prophet’s birthday. Beni Bowehs added in the fourth
Hijri century other celebrations, such as the Ghadir day,
the birthday of Imam Ali and his sons and Ashura. Other
Persian feasts such as the Neiruz and the Carnival were

celebrated by Caliphs and masses.  Also the day of Sedk
was celebrated by illuminsting fires and candles on its
eve.

Third: Women and their effect on Society.

Women were in the palaces of the Caliphs enjoying
full freedom if they were prominent in letters. singing and
politics. The most important figures were the sister of Kl
Rashid, El Sayeda mother of El Moktader and Om El
Mu’'taz.

This same privilidge was en joyed by all women living
in Caliphs’ palaces, even women slaves such as Oreib,
Mahbuba, Fad and many others. Many women of this era
carried the banner of science and light to their Tellow
women. Most of them were daughters of preachers, scienti-
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was known by the name of El Kaimi because it is 1ssued
by the Caliph for the same purpose.

Part IV — Public Life in Urban Areas in Iraq:

First : Traditions and Manners. 71raditions manners
WEere very coiminon among the great masses of Iraqis dur-
ing the third and fourth Hijri centuries, because they
related to their gocial life in general. One of the most im-
portant traditions which prevailed in the socieay was the
determination of the relationship belween sexes. The aufi-
orities were very concerned about the organization of this
relationship. In general they prevented women from
mixing with or appearing in front of man in public places.
Although slave women were found everywhere, society
looked and is still looking upon them as different from the
free women.

Marriage had special customs and traditions which
prevailed all over society, such as sthoseit “engagement”,
presentation of “Sadak” which took usually the form of
cash was practiced even by the great masses, also the
nuptial celebration when the women was taken to the house
of her man where festivities are prepared by the groom
according to his own means. Mourning habits prevailed
in the urban areas of Iraq during this period and the black
colour was adopted as a symbol of mouring among the
caliphs statesman, and also the general masses. Other
Persian habits were also very evident such as the presenta-
tion of gifts on the occagion of the Neiruz and Carnival
feasts. The Caliphs and the masses observed this habit
equally.

There were other habits covering other aspects of life

20 —
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or to wail deaths. Thus the audience from both sexes
increased and their meetings were full of persons whether
they were held in mosques, streets, markets, or even ceme-
taries. The narrators had an influence on society. ‘They
conficts among the people. Adad El Dawla prohibited
to narrators to show up in mosques and considered them a
social disease. The same also was done by Caliph Kl
Kader Billah El Abbasi.

Fourth: Preacher’s Meetings.

These maintained their good fame all along the two
first Hijri centuries, because the ordinary man was
strongly attached tohis religion. These were private
meetings attended by the preachers and a few people for
the purpose of teaching and guidance. However these
meetings did not maintain their position in fhe third and
fourth centuries because myths were propagated by prea-
chers, so many lies and fabrications appeared, Preachers
first cared for material profit and held their meetings in
many places other than mosques. They played a part in
the adherance of some Caliphs or state governors to their
side when they diseminated information or directed people
to the paths desired by the Caliph of the govenor. They
became the best means of propaganda for the ruling auth
ority. However, the State sometimes controlled the
behaviour of some preachers who would have deviated from
their original purpose, chasing them and preventing them
from preaching. This was done by El Kader Billah who
1ssued a decree which commands people to do good and
forbids evil. The second decree issused by al Ka’nim and

1Y
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century. Lhey were convened on soLie vCCasions such as
lnarriage, cireumelsion gl nere enterialnnent. SULIe
L.‘kilyhi:i spent a lot of money on such meelimgs.
"hus Princes and ministers followed the mode of holding
singing gatherings in their homes, sucli as Abul Hassan
Ali Ben L5l Furat the minister of Caliph El Mulktader and
Ali Ben El Furat the minister oi Galiph £l Mktader and
Kassem Ben Obeid Allah, the Minister of Kl Mo'taded.
These gatherings were atlended by many personalities
and poets. In spite of the atlacks directed by the
Hanabila against the role of singers of both sexes in the
third and fourth centuries, singing was not affected and
gutherings continued to be held in the palaces of Caliphs
and even in the houses of people from the masses.

Third : Narrator Meetings:
These were of two kinds : the private and the public
reetings.

The latter were held in the mosques and the former
were introduced by Moawiya Ben Abi Sufyan and were
centered on prayers for the Caliph, his family and his
court.

In the early time of Islam the narrators existed and
their meetings were devoted fo the interpretation of the
Islamic legislation until the middle of the seoond Hijri
century. Then the situation changed and the high ethical
spirit started to disappear from society in the third Hijri
century. This situation remained until the fourth Hijr
Century when the scientific level of narrators droped and
they started to tell people stories, and imaginary legends,
to invent or communicate false news to recite love poetry

e
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society played also an important part in the development
of this art.  Most of these women slaves were Lrreeks and
Persians enjoying a high loreign culture. Shagia
is. one of the woman slaves who excelled
in playing musical instruments along side with singing,
Also Abira El Tanbouria played musical instruments espe-
cially El Tanbour (Drums). Many other slaves could be
mentioned in this respect.

Singers had a great impact on the evolution of sing-
ing.  One of the most prominent ligures is Ibrahim E|
Mossuli, who is of a Persian origin, and his son Ishaq who
won fame by his deep knowledge of singing and music.
Also Kahza the singer wrote seven books on singing,

Munadama and food. Ihn Bana is one of those who
combined the art of singing with writing.

The encouragement and interest devoted by the Caliphs
to the class of singers contributed to a great extent toward

the evolution of singing, El Rashid, E1 Wathek, Kkl
Mo'taded and El Mutamed were among these Caliphs.

some Caliphs appreciated the singers so much that
they invited them to attend their meetings. The love ol
singing' and music by certain Caliphs and writers contri-
buted to the evolution of this art.. Some have wrote
books on it.  Others convened meetings to discuss the

nature of singing and music such as El Wathek and El
Mutamed.

Second : Singing and Entertainment Meetings: These
were held in the palaces of the Caliphs and statesmen of
the first Abbaside era and continued up to the fourth Hijri

.
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1 Muktader. When the historian El Khatib El Baghdada
descrimed the contents of 1 Muktader’s palace he listed In
his description the nuwmber of servants, the details of the
furniture, the guards, major domos etc... In the fourth
Hijri century Beni Boweh followed the example of Beni
Abbas in the first Abbaside era in the construction of
palaces and in the luxury ot their furniture. The same also
applies to the ministers, Caliphs paid a great attention to
their costumes. At this epoch they had laid down rules
which had to be followed as for example the type, and
colour of dresses which should be put on at difierent times.
They were influenced in this respect by the Persians.
Woren in the palaces of the Caliphs did the same. They ex
celled in the selection of dresses and their colours, the jewels
and precious stones that were used in decorating these
dresses, they were used prevsus stones in their crowns.
belts, ete... This loxurious life which lasted tor
two centuries had a great impact on society. It encour-
aged the increase of the number of merchants, the rise
of the standard of living, the enlargment of cities and
the innovations in the art of building. It resulted, on
the other hand, in noxious effects.  There were great
material differences between the masses and the higher
direta ofrsocisty, a fact which led to many revolutions
against the ruling authority and the rich, such as the
revolution of “El Zing” and that of “El Zot™.

Part IT1 : deals with Singing, Music and Social Meetings.

First : Singing & Music developed considerably dur-
ing the first Abbaside era for many reasons such as the
influence of Persians and Greeks who adhered to Islam
and brought with them a rich culture in singing and
music. The spread of woman slaves in the Abbaside

—16 —
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Third : The Handicraftsmen : They comprised many
elements and were divided into two groups: The free
who lived in the cities and the slaves who tilled the land,
worked as servanls in houses or were employed in simple
handicrafts. Their standard of living was low and most of
them belonged to the poor class.

Fourth : The masses. They did not have a position in
the Iragi society. Writers described them as ignorant
in religious and cultural affairs and they were given many
in religious and cultural affairs and they gave them many
names : the mean, the mob, the rabble, etc. They bad no
special costume nor traditions of their own. They had an
influence on the life of society since they often revolted
against the ruling authority. A group of them were call-
ed “El Ayyarian” and “El Shuttar”. They had their own
special costume called “E1 Mi'izar”.

Part 11 : deals with the aspects of the luxurious life of
the Caliphs and Senior statesmen. This was evident in the
family of Beni Abbas and the beinning of the first
Abbaside era.  The Abbasides copied the Persians in
building palaces, and in using servants and bondsmen.
tom that antestors. Even their ,Caliphs’) were by the
Bawehis. The manifestations of luxury were quite
atvious in the construction of the numerous palaces in the
city of Samarra.  El Mutawakel built there nineteen
palaces on which he spent a total 94 million dirhems.
The greatest mosque was built during this era, the
“Jami'a” mosque of Samarra which was described
by historians as being the boggest mosque built in
[slam. In Baghdad palaces were built especially
larly during the reign of El Mu'taded as well as that of
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principles, such as “El Kharmia”, and El Mihammara,

which played a great role in this society.

Some of the Magi achieved fame as poets such as 1bn
Fl1 Mukafia and some were appointed as secretaries of

state by the Caliph.

("} Social Denominations :

First : The Ulemas. Baghdad was their centre in the
third and fourth Hijri centuries. The Ulemas were
lingnists, orators, philosophers or historians. The
ministers of Beni Boweh played a great role in the promo-
tion of the scientific and literary movement. These
scientists had an impact on the social life. The most
important  omes are Tkhwan El Safa. The
nlemas partrons of the four sects of Islam, etc.. The
[Tlemas had no; other functions buf seience with some few
exceptions. Most of them lived in luxury and prosperity
as compartd with the life of the rest of the population.
and thev had a special costume, particularly the judges

and the religious scientists.

Cacond: The merchants : Most of them were moslems
with the exception of a minority which consisted of TAhl
Fl Zimma® and was mainly jewish. The inflnence of the
merchants expanded in the third and fourth centuries
n« a rvesult of the excess of Tuxury in the higher
atrata of the population. The merchants were socially
to belong to the ordinary people even by scientists and
literarv men. They had an influence on society by
ereating and developing markets particularly in the

region of Fl Karkh. Their standard of living was re-
latively high.
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their treatment as was the case during the reigns of Kl
Rashid, El Mutawalkel and El Muktader.

Third ;: El-Sabia: Historians differed in explaining
their creed.  Some said that the origin of their worship
was the sanctification of stars and planets. Others said
that they followed the religion of Noah and they are lying,
Another assumption was that they followed the religion of
Sabi Ben Shit ben Adam in worshipping the planets secrefly
but ostensibly avowing christianity.

There were two groups of Sabia: The Sabia of
Harran and the Sabia of Traq. The first worshipping the
planets and the second were the followers of John the
Baptist Known in Arahic references under the name of
Yahya Ibn Zakaria. They inhahited the banks of rivers to
facilitate the rite of ha ptism in a ranning water. They
were called “Moghtassala” and “Bataihia” because they
lived in the Bataih of Trag.

The Sahia had many feasts each with special rites,
traditions, and teachings. Their influence on society was

not great because thev were not numerous and did not mix
with people of other religions.

Fourth: The Magi: They were the followers of
Zaradhustra. They adopted the fire houses as their
temples, They moved from Persia to Iraq, and they

became acknowledged as “ Ahl Fl Zimma” in the fourth
Hijri century just like the christians, Jews and Sabia.

The Magi had an influence all over the Islamic state
particularly in Iraq where many religions sects existed.
The Abhaside society was markedly influenced by the Magi
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(B) Religious sects :

First: “Al Ashraf” : They took pride in their kinship
to the Prophet. They formed “Beni Hashem™ group.
from the Abbasides and the Alawiins. They were
supporting the Caliph. Among the functions which were
confined to the class of “Al-Ashraf” (the nobility) was
“F1 Nikaba”, the representation of the Caliph as Emirs
of pilgrimage, and judiciary functions.

P

The Asharfs of Beni Hashem received salaries from the
wovernment which amounted in total to a thousand dinars
monthly.

Second : Ahl El Zimma : They enjoved a great deal of
velizions tolerance. They ohserved their rites in complete
freedom and participated with Moslems in carrying ouf
the functions of the state and in taking up free profess-

107S,

C‘hristians inhabited Baghdad and Tacrete, Jews
were concenfrated in Baghdad, and the Sabi’a inhabited
the Sonthern part of Traq.

A relizions chief was appointed by a pledge from the
(aliph for the Christians and for the Jews. The social
relations between Moslems and “Ahl El Zimma™ were
wood in eeneral. The Caliphs sometimes employed
christians in government posts. El Ma'taded con
tarred on them a Secrefariat of State. Tn the second
half of the fourth Hijri century the christians occupied
some hich posts such as the post of Minister during the
reicn of Beni Boweh. However, these relations became
sametimes tense when the Caliphs were more severe in

R
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Five: The Slaves: In Iraq there were two kinds of
slaves, the white and the black, for which large markets
were created and supervised by traders called “El Nakha-
ssin” in Baghdad. Inthe Abbaside Society they worked as
servants in houses and palaces or as gnards, in which case,
they were called “Farrashiyin”.  Sometimes they tilled

a ¥ the land. The black slaves were called “Zing” and the
other category of “Nabt” were called “Aknan”. From
among the slaves, some became renowned as commanders

o f attained fame as sineers such as Oreib, and Sharia. Others
were well known politicians such as “El Khaizaran”,

others as politicians such as “El Khaizaran®, “El-Sayeda™
“El Sayeda” monther of El Moktader, Kabiha wife of
El Motawakel, and other mothers and Wives of Caliphs.

The male slaves were of two categories : the
Mameluks and the Eunuchs.

Six : “El Zing” : They inhabited El Basra and were
. known in the Abbaside society for their poverty and
destitution. They were characterized by hard work and
| obedience to the land owners. This element was,
therefore, ready to respond to the call for any revolt
against the landowners to emancipate itself from
slavery.  Thus, “Fl Zing” responded to the call of Ali Ben
Mohammed Ben Ahmed who alleced that he was a descen-
dent of Tmam Ali. All historians denied such an allega
tion. The number of the rebels increased with the passace

4 of time and many Bedonins from Basra joined them and
staged a revolution against the sovernment until Caliph
: Fl M’tamed came to power and by means of his capahlé

) ] -
,l and conregeons hrother E1 Monwafak, was able to fight

“Fl1 Zing” and defeat them in 270 H.

L oy
- A -




as Aboura’a and the Ghadir Khem feast.

Third : The Arab element lost its influence, and
prestige during the period of the Persian & Turkish
infinence. This led to a number of revolutions and revolts
because the resentment of the Arabs, represented by
some of the Arab tribes, increased, and under the reign
of El Mo'tassem culminated in a revolution against the
Caliph.

As for the urban Arabs, they formed the state of
Beni Hamdan in Mosul. They were instrumental in the
nreservation of the Arab element in the Abbaside society.
Qome of them inhabited the cities of Basra, Kuffa and
Baghdad.

Although the influence of the Arab element was wea k,
Arabs however, preserved their Arab traditions and
nlaved an important part in facing the heretic and sectar-
ian trends. The noble class had an impact on the preserva-
tion of the Arah character and spirit during the third and

Fourth: The Greeks: They came as war captives
from the Bvzantine state and were congidered as white
slaves. They inhabited the region of El fhammassieh,
in the Northern part of Baghdad, and built a church for
themselves which was known by the name of Dar-el-
Room. They had an influence on the social life partien-
Tarlv affer they started to spread in the palaces of the Ca-
Tinhs and statesmen. Thev hecame partienlarly powerful
durine the reien of El-Muktader, hecanse he owned a
oreat number of Greek Mameluks. The Greek woman
dlaves were characterized hv overwhelming beauty and
excellence in singing and music. Some of them reached
o hioh position in the palaces of the Caliphs and the rich
peaple.
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The Turkish element had a considerable 1mpact on the
internal affairs of the State. The confiscation of peoples
tunds increased under their rule to the extent that
confiscated funds became a main source of finance in
case of need. The Turks ware often inciting communal
conflicts between the Sunnis and Shiis,

i
Besides, there were Turkish woman slaves renowned
tar their beanty. The palaces of Caliphs, princes and
stalesman were full of these woman slaves.  Some of the
Caliphs and great statestmen even married them. These
Turkish slaves had a great influence on social life.

Second : The Persian element. It pervaded the
Abbaside societv since the first Abbasides started to
spread their call at the end of the Umayad regime. Both
the Arabs and Persians gained a lot as a result of their
mtervelations. The Arabs were very receptive to
learning, the Persians were the inheritors of a great
traditional civilization which left its impact on the
Abbaside society partienlarly in its first epoch. With the
advent of the third Hijri century the power of Persians
declined and the influence of the Turkish element increns
ed.  The Persians reintesrated their sovereignty and
domination in the person of the Bovas at the besinnine of
the fonrth Hijri centnry.

The impact of Persians was evident in many fields
such as the construetion of palaces, the design of dresses,
the proliferation of new kinds of food. the introduetion
of lnxury means. the revival of singing and excess drink-
ine.  The Persian element also had a great impact in
making the Abbaside ('aliphs and their statesmen celeh
rate the feasts of Neirnz and Carnival. hoth being Persian
feasts, in addition to the celebration of other accasions such
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3) Narrator’s Meetings.
4) Preachers’ Meetings.

Part IV :

Public Life in Urban Areas in Iraq:
1) Traditions and Manners.
9) Feasts, Celebrations and (Carnivals.
3} Women and their impact on Society.

Part T covers the :

(A} RPRacial Elements which are:

First: The Turks. These have shown up in great
number in the society of the first Abb: 1ssides near the end
of the second Hijri Century. They were brought by El
Mo'tassem from Samarkand, Farghana, Ashrusna, Saghd
and Shash. Their numher was increasing at the beginn-
ine of the third Hijri century and El Mo'tassem formed
an organized army from them to support his Caliphate.
The factors which ureed El Mo’tassem to use and depend
on the Turks are numerons such as the ambitions of the
Persian element. the fact that El Mo‘tassem’s monther
was a Turk and manv of his habits were Turkish, Kl
Mo'tassem established the Turks away from the markets,
nrevented them from mixing with people, and fixed special
snlaries for them. Thus, they became a threat to the
Aerif to lead a revolution against El Mo'tagsem.

Aeif to led a revolution against El Mo'tassem.

At the heminning of the third Hiim centnry. the
inflnence of Turks inereased to the extent that Calinh
T1 Muntawakil resisted them nntil he was killed for this
roaanm e was the first Abhasside Caliph to be killed

hv the Turks.
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SUMMARY

The most famous contem porary, academic institutions
and universities have devoted, considerable attention to
the study of social conditions of various environments. The.
refore, I thought it appropriate to make the social condi-
tions, in the light of my perception of their significance
to studies modern history, a subject and material there-
fore, and to take the period covering the 3rd and 4th Hijri
centuries to serve as temporal basis for my tsudy, in the
course of preparing a valuable scientific thesis. because it
constituted one of the most significant and outstanding
epochs of Traq’s history ever since the Abbaside era.

Despite the dearth of information and historical
sources [ was able to prepare the material needed for my
thesis which is divided into four parts :

Part I:
1) Racial elements.

2) Religious Sects.
3) Social Denominations,

Part IT:

Asnects of the Tuxurious life of the Caliphs and the
Senior Statesmen, and their effects on the Traqi Sociefy.
1) Luxurious life of the Caliphs and the Senior States-

Men.

2} Effect of Tnxurions life on the Trani Society.

Part T1T -

Singine, Music and Social Meetines :
1) Fvolulion of Singing and Music.
2) Singing and Entertainment Meetings.
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