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2,000 Demonstrate In
Greenville For Jobs

GREENVILLE, S. C.—Over 2,000 unemployed workers, including about
200 Negro workers, met in the city on Feb. 16, at the call of J. Roberts, a
meechanic and marched 5 miles to the construction job of Reid and Abee

on the Paris Mountain road and demanded that they be given jobs.
This was the largest labor demonstration ever seen in Greenville, and

arose out of the mass misery and
starvation of the Greeunville workers.
Roberts, who .according to the news-

papers called the demonstration, con ;

fused and misled the workers by de-
manding from the contractors that
they fire the workers from North Car-
olina, at present employed on the job
by the Asheville, N. C., road con-
struction company, and employ South
Carolina labor instead.

After getting a promise from Hugh
Abee, of the construction company,
that he would check back over the
payroll and see to it that 85 percent
of the workers employed were from
South Carolina, as specified in the
contract, the workers marched the 5
miles back to the city Court House,
where they held a meeting at which
Roberts spoke. After the court-house
meeting about 500 unemployed

workers, mostly ex-service men, gath- |

ered in front of the South Carolina
Natl. Bank, to protest against the

statement of its president, J. W. Nor-|

wood, who opposed the world war
veterans’ bonus. i
immediately following the demon-

stration, L. E. Brookshire, president)

of the South Carolina Federation of
Labor hastened to inform the news-
papers and the bosses that the A. F.
of L. had “nothing to do with the la-
bor demonstration in and near Green-
ville this morning.” He further ex-
plained that the A. F. of L. does not
sponsor such' demonstrations or any
mass fighting movements for imme-
diate relief for the unemployed.

Roberts further confused the

workers by declaring in his speech at,

the court house that they “were all
good Americans who were willing to
fight and die for their country,” but
that they “were cold and hungry and
demanded their rights.” Instead of
leading the demonstration to the City
Hall to demand immediate cash re-
lief from the City and telling the
North Carolina workers that they
were willing to fight together with
them for shorter hours and decent
pay so more could be employed on
the road, Roberts accepted the prom-
ises of the contractor, who does not
eare where his workers come from as
long as they accept low wages.

Lawrence Strike

Ties Up Mills

LAWRENCE, Mass.— The entire
mills of the American Woolen Com-
pany were shut down when workers
in the combing room of the Wash-
ington, Ayer and Wood mills struck
against the new speed-up system.

By militant picketing right inside
the mills, employing 8,000 workers,
lthe strikers under the leadership of
the fighting National Textile Workers
Union, forced the mills to close. Fear-
ful of the militant mood of the strik-
ers, the management is now asking
them to return on the old basis, with-
out the speed-up and ' without dis-
erimination, but without a/ settle-
ment with the strike committee. This
the strikers refuse to do, sticking to
! their demands for the abolition of the
9-comb system, time and one-half for
overtime and the recognition of the
N.T.W.U. The American Woolen Co.
also has a mill in Atlanta, Ga.

| start in New Jersey '

Jobless Thruout
World Fight For

Insurance; Relief

As we go to press demonstrations
of workers thruout this eountry and
Europe for unemployment insurance
are taking place, and hunger marches
of the unemployed on a number of
state capitols have started.

From New York City, after the
mass demonstration on Union Square
on Feb. 25, International Fighting
Day Against Unemployment, = the
march on the New York State Capi-
tol begins, drawing in workers from
up-state cities as the march progress-
es and it is expected that about 500
will arrive in Albany on March 2 or
3. A similar =zate hunger march will
on Feb. 28,
meetings will be held on the routas
and the Workers International Relief
is arranging for food for marchers.

Demonstrations will ,also  take
place thruout Europe on Feb. 25. In

ig in force ‘against the workers than
in the South, the unemployed will de-
fy the terror to demonstrate for un-
employment insurance. Demonstra-
tions are being held in all important
capitals and industrial centers, called
by the Red International of Labor
Unions and the Communist Party.
(Full details of these demonstrations
will appear in next week’'s SOUTH-
ERN WORKER.—Ed.)

5,000 Strike Against
Cut on Orleans Docks

Federal Injunction Covers Waterfront MWIU
Calls For Mass Picketing’

Poland, where a much greater terror |

NEW ORLEANS, La.—Five thousand longshoremen
23, against a wage-cut of 15 cents

Monday, Feb.
to go into effect on that day by
in New Orleans.

Police and state forces were

Hint At Troops
To Fight Hungry

CHATTANOQGA, Tenn. — Posi-
poning the unemployed demonstra-

ltion in front of the City Hall sche-

duled for Feb. 25th to March 10th,
in order to have a more powerful
demonstration that would be &@ble to
present its demands effectively, the
Unemployed Council and the Com-
munist Party has called a mass méet-
ing on Feb, 25th, International Un-
employment Day, at the Union Hall,
316 West Main Street, at 2 p.m.
Preparations are now in full swing
for the mass unemployment open-air
demonstration to take place on March
10, the week before the city primary
elections, at which the unemployment
demands will ‘be discussed and from

which a delegation will be sent to.

(Continued on Page Four)

]ployed into the foreground of the
| campaign. :
The present city administration,

headed by Mayor Bass, docile servant
of the Tennessee Electric Power Co.,
and the Chamber of Commerce, broke
up the demonstration of over 2,000
white and colored workers on Feb.
10 and arrested the leaders, in order
to prevent them from ' marching to
City Hall to present the demands of
|the unemployed. The very willing
Judge Fleming, who has been ecity
| judge for the last 20 years and is now

(Continued on Page Two)

lrunning for re-election, placed every

FARMERS WANT RED ORGANIZERS

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— That
farmers of the South are ready to
fight is amply proved by the letters
from white and Negro croppers which
are received by the Communist Party |
in Distriet 17 almost every day. To-
day, for instance a cropper writes in |
from Silver Creek. Ga.:

“T read your leaflet ‘Farmers Fight
Starvation’ and I am ready to fight. T
am on Mr. Bradshaw’s farm. He has
refused to let me make a crop be-
ecause I could not live on $10 a month
advance. I have 5 in my family.
Please help us start the fight.”

Another letter comes in signed by
4 croppers in Jasper County, Ala.,
asking for an organizer to come dOWn
to their section as the farmers are
starving and want to fight against the |
landlords and bankers.

Wrom Gastonberg and Alberta, Ala.

the in the heart of the Black Belt, Negro, were forced to admit they had
i croppers write in to the Party ;—.ta--leharge to hold him on and he was

ing, “The croppers are starving here.
]They can’t pay their last year’s ad-
vances and the landlords are refusing
'to rent to them another year. We all
know something has to be done but.
we did not know what-to do until we |
read your literature. Send down an

Farmer’s Relief Council.”

Other letters from croppers thru-
out the whole South appear each |
week in the SOUTHERN WORKER. |

The Communist Party is organiz-
|ing Farmers® Relief Councils in' the

Workers’ Candidates Fight
For Relief in Chattanooga

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—While the 18 boss candidates in the election
campaign for mayor and city ecommission are trying to blind the workers
to the real issue—relief for the unemployed—by using the screen issues of |
“honest and efficient government,” the Communist Party and the Unem-!
ployed Council is pushing the fight for immediate cash relief for the unem-

'the police had towed in from where

Eii‘lam Trials Up; . |
Another Jailed

BIRMINHAM, Ala—Seaton Wor-|
thy, candidate of the Communist:
Party for U. S. Senator from Alaba-|
ma in the last elections, was arrest-|
ed last week in Birmingham and |
held “ for investigation.” Worth_vé
was arrested when he appeared at |
the police station to get his car whichi

1t was parked the night before. Police
claim to have found ‘‘seditious litera-
ture’” in the car. After holding Com-

lorganizér quick to help us organize a |

rade Worthy for 80 hours the police
ro

‘released.

The cases of Tom Johnson, Harry
Jackson and Frank Burns, Commun-
ist organizers charged with vagrancy,
the last hearing of which resulted in
a hung jury, come up again before |
lthe eireuit court on March 6.

workers arrested some three weeks
'ago and charged with Criminal An-
larchy.
' come up Feb. 28th. Under this charga

|the workers are deprived of the right |

(to even a jury trial. A
'seems certain, therefore.

conviction
Leaflets

Comrade Worthy is one of the five |

Southern Worker
Moves to Chatta.

* V% *
In order to be centrally

located and be within easier reach

more

of worlzers’ struggles in the South,
the SOUTHERN WORKER has
moved to Chattanocoga, Tenn.,
from Birmingham, Ala.

Just as when it was lccated in
Birmingham, the SOUTHERN
Worker will still remain the pa-
per voicing . the fighting demands
of workers and farmers in all
parts of the South, and not to be
restricted just to the city of
Chattanooga.

As the Southern organ of the
Communist Party, it welcomes all
workers and farmers thruout the
South to write to the paper and
use it for winning more workers
to our ranks.

Address 2ll mail: SOUTHERN
WORKER, Box 1653, Chattanoo-
ga, Tenn.

—EDITOR.

struck here on

an hour, ordered

the four largest ship corporations
immediately 'mobilized by the ship-
owners against the strikers. A per-.

manent -federal injunction, obtained
by the-ship-owners during the last
port strile, covering the whole wa-
ter-front and prohibiting picketing
goes into effect immediately.

I. L. A. Will Sell Out

The strike was called by the Inter-
national Longshoremen’s Associatiot,
an A. F. of L. racketecring outfif,
when  the workers showed by their
militaney that they would not stand
for the cut, and would strike any-
how. The I. L. A. officials, notorious
for their betrayals and racketeering,
are sure to sell out the strike unless
the longshoremen tzke things into
their own hands. There are at most
about 3,500 organized in the two lo-
cals of the L L. A. in New Orleans,
and the extent.of the strike shows
that the unorganized dockworkers

locals is a jim-crow local in which

shoremen, who are discriminated
against by the union officials by giv-
ing jobs to the white union members
first, thus playing the boss policy of
race prejudice.

The Marine Workers Industrial
Union, = with headquarters at 808
Chartres Street, is calling upon the
members of the I. L. A. to form a
united front rank-and-file strike com-
mittee, which will dump the treacher-
ous leadership from their backs, and
militantly picket the waterfront un-
til the strike is won. ;

The wage-cut was ordered by four
members of the New Orleans Steam-
ship Association— the Dixie, the
Lykes Bros.,-Riply, the Mississippi,
and the Tampa Interocean Compan-
jes—reducing the wages from 80
cents to 65 cents an hour. The Lykes
Brothers especially is notoriius for
its slave-driving ships and docks. The
! Marine Workers Industrial Union,
which has among its members both
'qeamen and longshoremen, is calling
‘upon the seamen not to unload the
i ships, as they are often forced to do
!b3 Lykes Bros., and to strike togeth-
ler with the dock workels

|

RED LEAFLETS RIGHT IN MILLS

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.—The ability
of the Communist Party to have 1+s
leaflets distributed inside the largest
steel metal and textile mills, as well
as in the mines of Birmingham, has
the bosses wild. In the great T. C. L
plants at Ensley and Fairfield the mill
management posted notices last week
stating that any worker caught even

The trial on this charge will | reading one of the red leaflets wou.d

be immediately fired.

The superintendent of the Contin-
ental Gin Co. here called his usual
meeting of all workers last week to

|
Ldr t es of
ought section counties of northern "signed by the Commuist Party havellavc against the Communist leaflets

bA]ahama and in the Black Belt as

LW ell.

A statewide conference of the |

been distributed inside dozens

of | distributed by the workers inside the:
I'shops calling on the workers to fi ‘u‘

lant exposing the rotten conditions

fighting organizations of the farm-|pack against the increasing pohce»and the 25-cents-an-hour wages. Ev-

ers is planned for April 15th.

terror,

ery week lately the super has in turn

threstened and pleaded with the
workers to stop distributing these
“lies of the reds in the shop,” but
still the leaflets get in.

U. 8. Pipe shop here resembled an
armed ¢amp recently when the bosses
had six or more city cops as well as
their own gun men out to the shop
to find out who had carried thru a
successful inside distribution of the
Southern Worker. Despite all these
efforts to prevent the Party from
reaching the workers with its propa-
ganda directly in the shops and mines,
workers in the biggest shops here are
reading Communist leaflets and pa-
| pers each week distributed by their
fellow-workers in the shops, who dre
members of the Communist Party.

have joined the walk-out. One of the

there are about 2,000 Negio long- —

Red Union Calls For Mass Picketing
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Brushy Mt. Mine, Nashville
State Jails Are Living Hells

(A picture of inhuman torture and living hell is given in the following let-

ter recevied from one who was a prisoner at Brushy Mountain coal mines,
and later in the main- jail at Nashville. Do those who lie so glibly about
“forced labor” in the Soviet Union say anything about these living hells in

sweet America?)
Dear Editor:—

I have been waiting for a chance
to tell you about Brushy Mountain
prison and now it has eome. I have
been 60 months in the pen and was
treated like a dog.

Beaten Till Blood Comes
' In the Brushy Mountain coal mine
they work the prisoners like hell, and
if he ean’t do the task asigned to him
even if it is impossible, the warden
has him beaten with a stick, that a
human wouldn’t whip a mule with.

Jack Nelson makes the prisoner
pull off his clothes and the whipping
boss pulls the strap under his foot
to get grit on it so that he can ent
the skin and make it bleed. He puts
four or five big prisoners to hold the
one he is beating.

If a fellow is sick the doctor and
the warden have got it arranged to
make him work anyhow. Tha food
there is not fit for a dog to eat. In
the morning they give us slop with
rotten meat in it, and corn bread. The
bread is black and sticky and stale.
They give us two or three raw pota-
toes and a piece of raw fat meat and
a piece of that bread to take into the
mine with us. That is all we get until
night when we get the stale bread and
rotten beans. The beans have worms
and sticks and rocks in them and are
half-done. They won’t feed it to the
hogs, they are afraid it will kill them.

Now, what I am telling you is true.
I was there myself. I tell you peo-
ple, it is a burning hell.

Nashville Pen Is Worse
They transferred " me from the

Brashy Mountain eoal mine to the

 ‘main prison at Nashville, for they
would liked to have killed me becaus2
I couldn’t do the work. The pen in
Nashville is worse than Brushy
Mountain. They have contract labor
in there such as foundries, shirt shops
and hosiery mills.
much for us fellows to do, and if we
don’t do it they will beat us until we
can’t stand up and they put us in a
cell on bread and water. I have seen
them whip fellows there until blocd

dropped from their heels and they
would have to carry them to the hos-
pital. T have wished lots of times to
get out of that hell-hole, but fate was
against me; I couldn’t die, I wasn’t
lucky enough.

The eats are about the same as
Brushy Mountain, only when the in-
spectors‘come out, the warden always
gets word that they are coming and
he has everything fixed up and if any
one of us says anything to them he
will try to beat us to death.

Die From TB

We don’t get any rest at all. We go
iright from our cell to the slop house
{and from there, hungry, right
those man-killing shops, and at night
right out of them to the slop house,
then locked in our cells till morning.
They work us 12 hours a day, and
several men have died from it; it
gives them the TB. When I went therc
my weight was 187 pounds; now I
weigh 124.

They have got a bakery there and
they charge us ten cents a loaf for
the stuff they cail light bread. It is
sour and sticky and we find bugs in
it. It is the filthiest place there is.
It is awful.

The Food Kills Hogs

It is just a place where we die by
degrees and when anybody’s time is
up they give him $1.50. When they
go out what can a man do with that?
No job, no home. They do that so he
will have to steal something to eat,
s0 they can get him back to fimish
working him to death.

to |

House Launches Attack
Against Foreign - Born

WASHINGTON, D. C.—The bill
introduced into the House by Repre-
sentative Bachman of Virginia, mem-
ber of the Ham Fish Committee to
,investigate the Communists, to de-
,port foreign-born Communists and
another bill not to permit Commun-
ists to enter the country, have been
passed by the House Immigration
committee and sent to Congress for
approval.

These bills introduce a new vicious |
attack on foreign-born workers, who
make up a large proportion of the
Northern working class, in an effort
to intimidate them and force them fo
| accept starvation without fighting. It;
is but an introduction to new legisla- |
tion against the entire working class.

Fight For Relief In
i ‘Chattanooga Election

(Continued from Front Page)
| possible charge against the organiz-
ers and the ridiculously high bonds,
under which they are still being kept
in the County Jail.
For Cash Relief

The workers candidates—J. L. Led-
ford, white blacksmith, for mayor;
Mack Coads, unemployed Negro
worker, for City Judge; Albert Cassi-
dy, unemployed white worker, for
City Commissioner—represent the
|fight of the workers against starva-
tion, for immediate cash relief of
$12.50 for every unemployed work-
er from the ecity. They demand the
'abolition of the chain gang system,
~with all city work being done by free
glabor at a minimum weekly wage of
'$15 for a 7-hour, 5-day ‘week, without
discrimination because of race. They
demand that the poll tax which keeps
1many workers from the polls and is
jused by the boss politicians to herd
| votes by issuing poll tax receipts for

LYNCH LA
AT WORK

CLARKSDALE, Miss. — George
Spann, Negro tenant farmer, who
shot and seriously wounded his land-

Strikers Call
For New Fight

h_l Danville

DANVILLE, Va.—With the Danr-
ville strikers now turned over to the
tender mercies of the Red Cross by

lord Charles O’Neal in a quarrel ov-
proceeds of crop and arrangements
for the next crop, was killed by a

the United Textile workers’ officials,
who have closed their headquarters
and left town, the workers are now
fully awake to the treachery of the

mob led-by the sheriff of the county.
Spann was hunted down by blood-
hounds.

5

A. F..of L. | PERTH AMBOY, N. J.—Ignatius

In a leaflet signed by A Commit-: DuBusson, Negro worker, who had
tee of Strikers that Will Continue |just obtained a job working on the
the Fight,” and widely distributed in lstreet after being unemployed for
Danville and Schoolfield, Gorman is |months was stoned and beaten and
exposed for the skunk he is and the{almost lynched by a mob of whice
agreement that no one can find, al- hoodlums, who said that he attacked

tho Gorman talks much about it, is fa white servant girl at a house near-

called the “Tomato Soup Agreement” ‘ by. DuBusson had simply asked the
because it is an agreement getting the ig‘irl for a drink, which she brought
“Red Cross to do the ‘feeding’ and  him. The arrival of a motoreyele po-

that the company can take a worker
back if they want to, and when they
want to.”

Pointing out how the A. F. of I.
misleaders kept the strikers from
mass picketing and thus assured the
loss of the strike, the leaflet goes on
to say: “We know we must fight for
what we want. We have now learned
that we can’t fight under the leader-
ship of the U. T. W. They are against
fichting. We must have a union but
we want a fighting union— the Na-
tional Textilé Workers’ Union—that
believes in picketing and that fights
for shorter hours and higher wages
and fights against the  stretch-out
and other bad conditions. A unioa

I whose leaders go on the picket line

and fight with the workers against
the bossas.

“We will continue the fight for de-
cent conditions when we work and
for unemployment insurance when

I
we are out of work.”

ilice unit scattered the crowd before
[they could go thru with their dastard-
ly deed and Du Busson was arrested
.on a charge of ‘“disorderly conduct.”
f 5 # H#

1 ATLANTA, Ga.— William White,
i Negro, who was found guilty of kill-
ling a whiteman by a boss jury in
| Rome, barely escaped lynching when
he was taken to the Atlanta jail af-
ter the trial. White denies any con-
nection with the murder and has an
alibi. Right after the trial more than
300 white fiends rushed from . the
courtroom to the jail on its lynching

mission.
£ %

drawn revolvers in their hands a mob

jail here at one o’clock in the morn-
ing, to seize and lynch a Negro mu-
sician who they said had insulted a
white girl at a dance, Several white
irowdies ‘attacked him while he was
playing in the orchestra and stripped

PORT ARTHUR, Texas. — With

of 100 whites attempted to storm the

I would like to sign' my name to those who will vote for them, be
this, but if the warden, A. E. McCor-'abolished. They demand the uncondi-
kle, knew it he would beat me to tional release of the four workers ar-
death, for he knows it is_true. He is rested on Feb. 10 for demé.nding Te-
a big faker and beats us fellows for lief and the stopping of evictions, re-
{the least thing we do. The fellows duction of rent, free light and coal!

wouldn’t eat slop they call “looby’ and carfare for the unemployed. |

l'the Communist Party on

all his clothes from him, beating

SPEED UP B’HAM SIGNATURES .. severely.

The campaign for signatures on| WOMEN’'S DAY MEETING
the blanks endorsing the demands 01",‘: CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—As a
the = City ;special  mobilization for drawing

Government of Birmingham must be Iwomen workers into the Communist

The task is too |

the farm and feed it to the hogs and
it killed several of them. Now, I hope
tall of you people will beleive what 1

one morning. They had to take it to .

Both the Mayor Bass erowd and the
boss politicians in oposition to him,
ireprésenting the large *local l
i chants, are playing for the colored |

speeded up. The eampaign, which

Every Party member must realize

iam telling you, for it is true. I spent |vote, by building machines among the | that this work is about the biggest

five years in there and know
i What is going on.

} —A Prisoner.

State Lynches
Three Croppers

MERIDIAN, Miss.—The state of
Mississippi is taking bloody vengeance
on three Negro share-croppers, who
revolted againsat the system of forced
labor and starvation on the farms and
are charged with beating Andrew
Price, rich planter of Lauderdale
county, to death in'a fight over the
proceeds of the crop they harvested.

Cleveland Nelson, one of the crop-
pers, who are all brothers, has alrea-
dy been convicted and sentenced to
be hanged. Dock Nelson has been sen-
tenced to life imprisonment, and the
other brother, Clinton Nelson, has al-
s0 been convicted and is now await-
ing sentence.

When the lynch mob fails to get
its victim, the state justice machine
lynches him ‘“legally.” In this case, as
in many others, the three croppers
are being legally lynched because
they fought against the system of
tenantry and peonage, which keeps
them as virtual prisoners on the farms
of the big planters. Not individual
fights, but an organized fight in

which both white and colored farm-

ers unite to demand relief can keep
the farmerg from starvation, or save
them from lynching, either by mob,
 or iegally.

Murder On Chain
~ Gang h Exposed

LaFAYETTE, Ga. The indiet-
ment of A. Cooper, Walker county
chain gang guard, by a grand jury
for the killing of Hoke Cantreil,
chain gang prisoner, has brought to
light more details of the cruel and
vicious fashion in which prisoners
are ‘treated who but slightly com-
plain of the terrible conditions.

Cooper had been sent to bring Can-
trell back to the camp from the road
job where he had had an argument
with the boss and had been manacled
to a tree. While bringing his prison-
er back Cooper struck him a number
of times with a black jack. = When
they came back to camp, Cooper shot
the prisoner thru the head, in what
he claims to be self-defense, altho
Cantrell was manacled hand and foot.

These are the conditions which ex-
ist in the numerous chain gang
camps in the South, while the bosses
and the A, F. of L. misleaders tell ly-
ing tales about “conviet labor in the
Soviet Union.”

STARVING, GETS JAIL
MEMPHIS, Tenn.— Ollie Curry,
Negro, was sentenced to 180 days in
jail and fined $84 for taking thres
quarts of milk from doorsteps to
i keep himself and his family alive,
\

| votes, is trying to fool
lworkers into voting for Bass. As one

!al people. Walter Robinson, who has |
been given a job by Mayor Bass as
| Negro truant officer at a salary high-
er 'that what either white or Negro
teachers get, and a car into the bar-
gain in return for mustering Negro
the Negro

Negro put it: “During the elections
we are ‘Negro,” but before and after
we are just ‘Nigger..” The colorad
workers, thousands of =~ whom are
starving and forced to eat the slop
from the city soup kitchens, are ral-
lying together with the white workers
around the workers candidates, in the
fight for relief and for the release of
the Feb. 10 prisoners.
Landress Another Boss Man

While Landress, candidate oppos-
ing Bass for mayor, is trying to make
an issue out of the failure of Bass
to order free coal from the prison
worked state mines at Brushy Moun-
tain, he has nothing eise to offer the
unemployed but more slop at the soup;I
kitchens, which is handing out 30,-
000 slop meals weekly. If elected he
will be just as “honest and efficient”
in earrying out the boss policy of
starvation.

At a meeting in the Howard High
School last Friday at which all the
candidates spoke, Mack Coads, candi-
date for City Judge, presented the
demands for immedaite relief.
| The city is now being flooded with
|leaﬂets by the Communist Party and
Unemployed Council and stickers are
appearing in all parts of the city giv-

ing the names of the workers eandi-
dates.

just | big Negro bootleggers and profession- | job of each Party member for the

next few weeks. So far about 1,000
signatures have been obtained. The
organizer of Unit 12 still holds the
lead in the revolutionary competition
with 18 filled out blanks to his cred-
it. This 1s a record to shoot at.

lParty a mass meeting. wili be held

mer- | started off well, is losing speed lately. 'here on Sunday, March, 8, Interna-

tional Women’s Day, at the Union
Hall, 1316 W. Main' Street. Further
details will be announced in next
week’s SOUTHERN WORKER.

Fight For Unemploy-

ment Insurance!

SOUTHERN WORKER,
Box 1813, Birmingham, Ala.

the SOUTHERN WORKER.

SPECIAL |
HARD TIMES OFFER

Made by

SOUTHERN WORKER

A 3 Months Subscription For 25 Cents

Receive the Fighting Paper of the Scuthern workers and farmers
. thru the mail every week!

ACT NOW!

Fill out this blank, enclose 25 cents in coins or stamps and mail
right away.

Enclosed is 25 cents for a three months special subscription to
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FROM THE MILLS, MINES AND THE FARMS

CARS FOR BOSS
RELIEF FAKERS;
POOR STARVE

By a Worker Correspondent

& Chattanooga, Tenn. /

The bosses laid off men and kept
just part of the erew. So that was
just the beginning of this hard time.
So they raced up on the men they
kept and by the time he was through
he was deing his own and another
man’s job, too. Of course, the bgss
didn’t mind that.

The laid-off men came around aga’n
and again to the boss to see when
they could come back to work. The
boss says there is mothing to do yet.

Then, The Slop

The men were laid off so long, they
spent all the money they had and
could borrow. So they went to the
Social Servire and they gave an order
at the grocery store. At least it was
possible to get soap on this order if
vou needed it. But now they have
stopped this altogether,

The City said “Cut them down and
give soup.” They don’t care whether
vou get soap to wash your face and
clothes. You go to the Slop House
and get your soup. They give you
one-half gallon of soup and one and
one-third loaves of bread for four
people., They expect us all to make
dinner, breakfast and supper out of
this.. After the beans get over all
night, tell me who has the good
stomach to eat the red beans.

Cars for Relief Workers

Go to the City Hall and see for
yourself how the head man
of the board does and the girls they
have in there. They are supposed to
wait on you. They are furnished 2
ear to ride around in. They call your
name up there and get you in a room
and ask you a thousand questions,
and then maybe she would give you
something or she would say “We will
have to investigate this.” It would
be a long time before she would call
in another to question.

Oh; yes! They help us. They give
us all red beans and just enough
bread for one person when we have
a family, but not even enough soan
to wash the bucket out with. And
then they say that dirt and filth cre-
ate ecickness. If you have no soap to
clean yourself and your dishes what’s
to hinder you from getting sick?’

Then you go and call the Doctor.
You may get him and maybe you
won't. He always makes out to the
patients that he is very busy. He is
iust like the rest of them. They are
all making money and care nothing

,for ' the' suffering. I say, take that

softy man and make him live on some
of the slop he is making the other
people suffer on. If he has four in
his family, give him a half a gallon
of red beans and one and one-third
loaves of bread and see if he likes it.
This is how the unemployed work-
ing man lives in Chattanooga. Votc
for working class candidates in the
city elections, who will give cash re-
lief for the unemployed.
—Unemployed Worker.

“A DOLLAR A DAY IS ALL
THEY PAY”

By a Worker Correspondent
Galveston, Texas.

Galveston County hired about 20
unemployed workers at the Trinity
Church soup line to go out on the
county road and plant trees along the
highway, to dull the glaze on the
prairie. 7

These workers are paid $1.00 a
day, sleep in the cootie flop house,
and eatch their meals wherever they
can.

Greenville Textile

Workers Gomg “Red”

By a Worker Correspondent
Greenville, S. C.
I am out of a job and haven’t
had work for months. They
have cut wages and put all the

employees on the stretch-out sys-
tem. -

We are getting hungry and
something has got to be done.
We are not going to starve, ‘so
they might just as
We will have our rights

well come
across.
even if we have to fight for
them, and I guess that is what
we will do.

These high head think that
they are going to ' work and
starve us to death, but just wait
and see what we are going to do.
We are going to get “Red’” and
we don’t mean maybe.

—A Textile Worker.

$3 A WEEK CUT

NEW ORLEANS, La.—The Ameri-
can Sugar Refinery has cut wages $3

(a week. A large number of workezs/|

are affected by this’ wage cut.

TRICK - CUTS
WAGES HALF

By a Worker Correspondent
Sturgis, Mich.

Of the 13 factories here the most
have shut down and the others only
employ a few hands part time and cut
wages,

One big shop in town cut the wag-
es, but still wasn’t satisfied. They
made them ‘work the first 3 days of
the week for half pay and the next
two and one-half days at regular pay.
They worked them a little while that
way. Now they only work them the
first three days at half pay and lay
them off the rest of the week. The
people here are eating shadow soup.

They are still trying to 'get the
“whipping post’” law passed so they
can whip what's left of the workers.
They say that everybody that is
worthy is at work but there are a let
of workers that are lazy and would-
n’t work andway and that kind needs
a licking, before they will go to work.

They give us beatings instead of
bread.

—Unemployed.

of A.F. of L.

By a Worker Corerspondent
‘Stony Creek, Tenn.
I have been reading the SOUTH-
ERN WORKER for a few months and
I have become very interested in it.

and workers.

I had heard so much about ths=
Communist Party until I thought it
was an organization that blows up
everything and kills everybody. That
is what I’ve been told by some of the
A. F. of L. leaders, who come around

for the textile workers. They spoka
in Elizabethton. They told everything
but the truth. But I’ve been studying
over the program of the A. F. of L
and those leaders signed< contracis
with the company, which always left
the best and most active members
outside after-a strike.

some of the best workers have bean
out of work for over two years, and
some here had two and three years’
experience in the Bemberg and
Glantzstoff mill and can’t get back at
all. That’s because they were on the |
picket line and the ' company has|
blacklisted them.

but I want to see my home people get
work and good pay for their labor, T!
believe I am a Red. You know, I like
to see workers get wages. I like the
Wway the Communist Party backs the
workers in every effort the workers
make to better themselves. Also T,
like the way it exposes the capitalists
and Congress and the A. F. of L.
They are all bosses. Looks like no-
body working much, except the police

INFORMATION FOR McDUFF

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— Chief of

Although unable so far to smash the
Communist Party in Birmingham,
MeDuff if already looking for more
worlds to conquer. He recently wrote
a letter on plain stationery to a work-
er in Elizabethton, Tenn., asking for
information about red = activities
there. Unfortunately he picked the
wrong worker to write to. We can
tell McDuff that there are Commun-
ists in Elizabethton and that they are

rapidly building a powerful working-
class movement there.

I find it is a friend to the farmers |

through the country making speeches |’

Right h 1 ighborhood, !
Ml heec ML auE e DeDeN i wanted the workers to pay 50c a week |

I don’t work there and never will, |

Police McDuff seems to fancy himself |
as a red-baiter and is branching out. |

Stony Creek Farmer Tells

Red Scare Lies

force trying to keep the poor from
crying out for bread. They can’t keep
us down long.

This is a farming section here, but
we have plenty of people in need of
eats and who are suffering now.

—A Farmer in Stony Creek.

Staggered Men
Cut 50c Weekly

By a Worker Correspondent
Birmingham, Ala.
We were at a mass meeting Wed-

lnesday night of the Chicago Bridge

Co. The bosses wanted the workers
to join a club.

S. W. Best Paper For
U. S. Working Class

By a Worker Correspondent
Oakboro, N. C.
Please enter my subscription
to the SOUTHERN WORKER.
I had never seen a copy of
your paper until about a week
ago when a friend sent me one.
It is the best paper for the
working people I have ever seen.
You can count on me doing all
I can for the SOUTHERN
WORKER in my community.
I have almost worn out the copy
my friend sent me showing it to
my friends and neighbors. If you
send out sample copies, let me
know, and I will send you a list
of names that will be possible
subscribers.

—AWorker.

“Speed-Up,” Holy
Song of Boss
Preacher in Ga.

By a Worker Correspondent
Columbus, Ga.

I would like to tell you about some
of the good boss men we have in Col-
umbus, Ga. Mine gets all his hands
to go to Sunday school that will go.
He came around to me and asked me
to go with them. I could not be fool-
ed, so I told him that I had not been

went there would have to be a great
change made. But I thought I would
watch and see some of his “good
work.” ¢

So I put on my glasses and sat back
to see what went on. He called all his
hands down to the Big Hall. He said
“We are on short time and if we can
not make better work than the othar
fellows we will have to shut down.”
In other words, “You can starve, or
starve your brother worker.”

I have seen him lay off men who
had several little children to feed.
This meant putting these little chil-
dren to starve. Well, if that’s part of

Bvth the colored and white didn’t
seem to take hold, for it wasn’t any-
thing but a graft proposition. They

into the club.

The Negroes were put on one sida
‘Of the room, and didn't have a right
|to say aniything. Do you think that is
right? NO! A Negro could pay his
.5(}(3 a week just like the white man,
ibut he could only sit and listert.: You
|are nothing but a damn fool if you
let this go on.

Now they want us to work one and
|two days a week, What can workers
ndo with this little ¢hange? A full
week’s work is only $10 a week.

our Church work, I don’t want to

help him. T think what is wrong with

us workers is standing for men like
him poisoning our minds.
—A Worker.

Gaston Farmers

Want Te Fight

By a Farmer Correspondent °
Gastonburg, Ala.
i am a colored farmier and haven’t !
anything. My landlord says he will
not help me. I have four in the fami-

[ We will have to organize and fignt
|for our rights, and the only way for |
you to get your rights is to join the|
i Communist Party.

—A Worker.

STARS SELL 130 S. W.’s

By a Worker Correspozdent
Galveston, Texas.

. We carried on our Red Sunday this

jweek. We sold 130 SOUTHERN

| WORKERS from door to door, S____

! __,the star workers’ news vendor, sold
71, A._____ sold 40 copies and M__
—a—— 20 copies. I was in the workers
homes trying to get subscribers. The
people have no money. So many want
the paper and can’t pay for it.

CHICAGO, Ill.—Police found a
one-month-old Negro baby abandoned
by its mother in a flat here. The
mother was too poor to keep it and
left it hoping that it would be taken
care of.

ly and the Red Cross gave me thres
pecks of meal and 6 pounds of meat
every two weeks,

I have sold my mule, as I had noth-
mg to feed him with. My rent is $55.

I want you to please send me more
information on how to fight starva-
tion. Please send it at once. There are
now more than 150 families here whao
are hungry, naked and bare footed.

I myself am trying to run a farm
with no help but what I told you. I
am forced to pay rent. I can’t farm
cotton with no help. It is many that
don’t get no help at all and need it
bad.

Please answer at once.

—A Farmer.

B’ham Leads in Recruitnig Drive

In the Party reeruiting drive Bir-|

mingham leads the rest of the distriet
to date with 27 new members recruit-
ed since Jan. 21st. Chattanooga
comes next with 13. Birmingham has
also organized two shop units since
the drive started.

to church in 15 years, and if 1 ever:

BOSS FRAMES
UNEMPLOYED
NEGO RENTER

By a Worker Correspondent
Birmingham, Ala.

P. C. Tinsley is known as a “good
old nigger” because he helps the
white bosses trick the workers and
land them in jail.
This old raseal and scoundrel owns
property in Kingston. Two of his
houses were rented out. The renters
paid their rent promptly until their
wages were slashed by the bosses and
some of these renters were laid off
and could not keep their rent paid up.

When this damn rascal saw that
the poor renters were unable to pay
their rent he tried to fool them into

When this didn’t work he got hold of

l another sceme to get the renters out

and still make money on it

He sent a child to the filling sta-
tion to buy gasoline and set the
house on fire. A few days before this
he sawed a hole in the side of the
house and also sawed a notch out
from a stud in the rear of the house
and pretended he was fixing the
house. A few days later he lit off the
gasoline and splinters and ran home
and got into bed. The splinters were
found and also the can in which he
had the gasoline.

After the rascal P. C. Tinsley burn-
ed the house he then went around
telling lies, saying the renters did it.
His taxes were unpaid and he wanted
to collect fire insurance and use the
money to stall the workers. But the
truth has come out. All the worke:s
in Kingston and East Birmingham are
organizing to fight this thief and fight
him like hell and for free rent.

—Unemployed Young Worker.

A Ky. Miner Shakes °
Hands With So. Wor.

By a Worker Correspondent
Thornton, Ky.

Just a few lines to let you know
that you have a friend in Kentuecky.
Hold this letter in your right hand
while reading as a hand shake from
Kentucky, as I am ready to join the
march at any time. I think thousands
of others are ready, too.

I hope there will come a time when

labor can shake hands across the
globe for justice.

They have cut wages throughont
this states and lots of people are on
starvation. There are many ways they
cut our wages in the mines. They cut
our wages and then make us load
twenty-five hundred pounds for a ton.
—A Coal Miner.

Fight Jim-Crowism By
Joining Com. Party

By a Worker Correspondent
Galveston, Texas.

The bosses nearly started a race
riot between Mexicans and Negro
races. The colored picture house ca-
ters to all races, but it is in the color-
ed section of Galveston.

Sunday evening the Mexicans were
sitting in the audience with all the
rest of the people when soméone sug-
gested that they go to the balcony as
the Negroes do in other theatres.

Colored workers! Don’t fight the
Mexican or the white workers. That
is the way the boss has of keeping us
separated. We all should be as one.
Join the Communist Party and fight
this rotten system of Jim Crowism
and Lynch Law. When a Negro work-
er gets arrested they give him the
limit. Fight united!

—A. W. McBride.
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March Again, Greenville, But Not Divided!

* The thousands of workers who marched out of Greenville to demand
jobs at the construction company offices and then marched back to demon-
strate at the courthouse, showed by their action that they would not starve
without struggle. They are ready for action, and will fight rather than starve.

But because this demonstration was not organized around any clear
demands it did not achieve its purpose. The workers allowed themselves to
be misled by the boss scheme of dividing the workers into North and South
Carolina workers, just as they divide them into white and Negro workers in
order to prevent them from organizing together and fighting for their de-
mands. The workingclass is one, whether in South Carolina or North Caro-
lina. In both places the workers are starving. In both places they are re-

. ceiving no adequate relief. This N. C. Construction company is given the

contract job to build the road by the State because it does the job cheaper
by paying lower wages to the workers it brings with it. The South Carolina
workers who will be hired on this job—if any—will receive the same low.
wage scale. Instead of demanding that the workers employed on the job be
shipped back to North Carolina, the workers should have demanded shorter
hours without wage reductions, so more workers could be hired, and told
their North Carolina brothers that they would be willing to fight together
with them to obtain these conditions.

Right from the seat of government in Greenville the starvmg- workers
chould have demanded immediate cash relief, no evictions, reduced rents,
free'light and heat, free carfare, as so many other unemployed workers are
demanding thruout the country. Instead of this rant about fighting for the

American flag (the same flag under which millions of workers and farmers

are starving today) for the profits of the bosses, the cry should have been
immediate cash relief for the unemployed.

The A. F. of L. exposed itself so well as an agent for the bosses in this
event that there is hardly any need to comment further on it, except to say
that the statement of Brookshire, president of the S. C. Federation, that the
A. F. of L. “has nothing to do with such demonsrations”
that organization occupies itself exclusively with selling out the workers, as
at Elizabethton, Tenn., Marion, N. C., and more recently at Danville, Va.

The Greenville workers must continue their mass demonstrations, but

is quite true, for

-make them for immediate relief and not allow themselves to be divided by

5tate Qine or anything else, or misled by false leaders.

The Policy of Hunger and Bayonets
“The crisis is not over yet. We must prepare for the future,
keeping in mind a preventive for scenes of distress and invita-

ble violence.”

So speaks Paul Kruesi, Chattanooga manufacturer and representative
of Mayor Bass unemployment committee, before the committee of the state
Jegislature which came to this city to unemployment. This is
an official announcement of policy by the city government of Chattancoga,
already carried out in deed with the arrest of the leaders of the Feb. 10
demonstration.

It means: IF YOU DON'T LIKE THE STARVATION SLOP YOU GET
AT THE XITCHEN, DON'T TAKE IT. IF YOU DEMAND REAL RELIEF,
WE’LL GIVE YOU JAIL. IF YOU ORGANIZE AND FIGHT FOR RELIEF,
WE’'LL SHOOT YOU DOWN.

That is capitalism in action. Both white and colored workers alike can
starve to death, for all the bosses care. While millions of dollars are robbed
from state funds by Luke Lea and his gang of exploiters, the state of Ten-

“investigate’

messee carries on no action against them, for they are the power in back of
the police club. While Luke Lea pockets these millions, not a cent is appro-
priated by the State Legislature for the unemployed. Instead, the Sovereign
State of Tennessee pushes the indictments against the leaders of the unem-
ployed cn Feb. 10, keeps them in jail under high bond, on the orders of its
‘circuit court judge.

Kruesi represents Bass and Bass represents the Tennessee Electric
Power Co., which is one of the big bosses of the State of Tennessee. These
wvicious exploiters will give the workers nothing, unless the workers force
them to it by organizing and fighting.

In the City elections Bass runs on a policy of starvation and bayonets.
The other candidates are not much different.

Workers, of Chattanooga, answer this brazen attack on the workers, by

A votili’g' for the workers’ candidates, by joining in the fight for unemployment
relief, by forcing Mayor Bass to listen to us on March 10!

Working Class Women Must Fight, Too!

Neo mass struggle of the working class can today be successful without
the active help and participation of the women workers. In the needle
trade strikes in New York, in the great 1927 miners’ strike, in the Gastonia
strike, in the hunger marches of the unemployed this black winter of 1931,
our women comrades have proved and are proving their right to a place in
front ranks of working class fighters.

 But too often the activity of the women workers, far from. being en-
couraged and called forth by our revolutionary organizations, has tc break

thru a wall of indifference set up by the men workers. Every worker must

. xealize that this is wrong. Every worker must realize that the women are

a wital section of the working class and that all possible must be done to
draw them into the struggle and into leading positions in our orgamizations.

On March 8th, International Women’s
class of the whole world will hold mass meetings and demonstrations, will
devote itself to the mobilization of the women workers for struggle. Here

Day, the revolutionary working

in the South more and more women, particularly Negro women, are joining
our organizations and demonstrating their readiness to join hands with Lhe
men workers in the fight for bread for the unemployed and against all op-

The National Revolﬁtionary
Struggle Of The Negroes

By TOM JOHNSON
(This is the first of a series of three
articles. The other two 'will appear in
successive issues of the SOUTHERN
WORKER.)

It is only within the past year that
our Communist Party has succeeded,
with the help of the Communist Inter-
national, in developing a truly Bol-
shevik program of action for our
work among the 13 million American
Negroes. Moreover it is doubtful if
there is another portion of our pro-
gram so little understood not only by,
the masses of workers but by our
own party members as well. Yet the
winning of the millions of Negro
workers and poor farmers for Cum-
munigm is a task of the greatest im-
portance, To talk of a workers’ revo-
lution in this country without the ac-
tive support ¢f the Negro toilers is to
give up all thought of a successful
revolution, Particularly here in the
South this task is of decisive import-
ance to the development of the rev-

olutionary movement. It will be,
therefore, the purpose of this article
to set forth the program of the Com-
munist Party on the so-called Negro,
question, as clearly and simply as
may be possible.
Most Oppressed Group

In the first place it is' clear to ev—‘
ery worker in the South that the Ne- |
groes form a group which is especial-

ly oppressed, opressed even more,
than the white workers and farmers. |
Every worker knows that in the

side the shop the Negro worker and
Negro farmer, no léss than the work-
er, is Jim-Crowed and segregated,
forbidden to associate on terms of
equality with the whites.
Its Basis—Profit

What is the basis for this oppres-
sion? Why do the white boss men and
big farmers oppress the Negro more
than the white worker? Why does the
white ruling class carry on a  con-
stant campaign in the schools,
press on every side, to keep the white
worker convinced that he is “super-
ior’” to the Negro, that the Negro
“must be kept in his place”? Is it be-
cause the Negro happens to belong to
another race? Is it because the Ne-
gro’s skin is black and the white boss-
es’ skin is white.?? Not at alll The
Negro is oppressed more than the
white for one reason and for one rea-
son only—because it means more pro-.
fits for the white bosses and land-
lords. This works out in two ways.

Tirst, by means of this extraordin-
ary oppression the white ruling class

lis able to beat down wages to even

below the minimum needed for exist-
ence. This is true of both the Negro
fatm_ workers and croppers. It must
be elear to everyone that if the Negro

had even the few rights of the whita

workers it yould be much more diffi-
leult for the bosses and the landlords
to keep wages so low and to cheat the
cropper out of most of his crop. Thus,

we can see that by this whole system '

of oppression of the Negroes, the

the ;

shops and mines the Negroes can get | white ruling class is able to force
only the hardest and heaviest work;|wages and conditions on the Negro
that the Negro workers are forbidden | workers and farmers than would oth-
in many cases from following skilled | erwise be possible, and' this means
trades; that as a rule on the same job | extra profits for the white bosses and
Negroes are paid less than white|landlords, of course. \
workers. It is common knowledge that . Keep Wages Low

en the farms in the Black Belt the Second, by keeping the wages and
Negro croppers are little if any bet- lconditlons of the Negro workers down
ter than slaves. They have no voice! ! below that of the working class as a
whatever in determining what crops | whole the ruling class is able to use

they shall plant, how the crop shall i this as a club to beat down the wages
be cultivated an dhow and for what
price it shall be sold. All this is taken
care of by the white landlord, who,
at the end of a season takes over
the whole of the crop and then gives
to the Negro cropper whatever he
chooses. In many sections it is not
uncommon for Negro croppers to be
sold and traded with the land by tke
white landlords.

‘Secondly, every worker knows that
the oppression of the Negro is not
confined to the job. The Negro in tbe[
Black Belt has no political rights
whatsoever. He cannot vote or run|
!for office. He is forbidden to serve
on juries. No pretense is made of
giving the Negroes any voice at all in |
the state, eounty, or city govern-
ments. Farther, in his daily life out-

of the white workers as well. Every
worker knows that the standard ex-
cuse in cutting wages of white work-
ers is that “Negroes will do the work

'cheaper.” Every worker knows that

in any strike in the South, the bosses
always try (and often succeed) in
breaking the strike by deliberately
playing up the racial hatred they
have ereated. When Negro workers
strike it is white workers who are
brought in to scab on them, and
when white workers strike it is Ne-
gro workers who are used to break
the strike. Thus we see that thru the

tspecial oppression of the Negroes the

bosses are able to keep down wages

es of all workers, and of course make

more profits for themselves.
(Second Article Next Week)

Bass Spokesman Hints!

At Troops for Hungry[
(Continued from Front Page)
]Mayor Bass to present the unemploy-
ment ‘demands. This time the work-
ers are determined to hold theirl
meeting, and the Unemployed Comn-
mittee is fully determined to get to

the City Halk
The Bayonet Policy -

What the inemployed are to expect
from the city government, as already
shown in the arrests of the leaders of
the Feb. 10 demonstration, is again
shown by the statement of Paul Krue-
si, manufacturer, representing May-
or Bass' relief committee at @ the
hearings held here by the legislative

unemployment committee in the Ho-
i tel Patten last Thursday.

“The crisis is not over yet,” he
said. “We have, in my opinion, a long
time yet before conditions resume
normal. I would not attempt to put a
time limit on the end of the depres-
sion. We must prepare for the future,
keeping in mind a preventive « for
scenes of distress and inevitable vio-
lence.”

It is clear that Mr. Kruesi means
in addition to chain gang and prison
terms for the unemployed demanding
relief, the bosses and their govern-
ment will not hesitate to call in the
militia or troops to shoot down the
jobless rather than to give them re-
lief.

pression of the workers. On March 8th at the mass meetings which will be
held in Chattanocga, Charlotte and New Orleans, in the discussion circles of
women workers which will be arranged in Birmingham and Atlanta, scores
more cf the best women fighters of the working class must be drawn closer
to our Party and into the Party itself. This is not a campaign for the wom-
en comrades cnly—the whole force of the Party must be put to work to
make the mass meetings on International Women's Day real fighting dem-
onstrations against the special oppression of the women workers and expres-
siors of the ‘growing solidarity of the working class.

Strange? No,
System Makes
Starvation

(The following is an open letter
sent to The Arkansas Farmer by J.
W. Webster. of Blytheville, Ark.,
which he has asked us to print.—Ed.)

Blytheville, Ark.

| Mr. Stanley Andrews,
Editor, The Arkansas Farmer,
Little Rock Ark.

Dear Sir:—In your article in Feb.
Ist issue of Arkansas Farmer, en-
titled “Where Do We Go From Here,”
I note this paragraph: “It is also ra-
ther strange that the soup kitchenz
are the most numerous, and the lines
before the Red Cross headquarters
are longest where land is richest.”
Now, really Mr. Andrews, does this
seem STRANGE to you?

You make yourself ridiculous in
the eyes of the farmers, those whom
you pretend to want to help, by say-
ing that this thing seems STRANGE.
Then to show that you really do
know the trouble, and to you it is not
STRANGE at.all, a little further on
in your article you say “The facts
are their own comment.” And to
einch it still further, that you are
jnot the very foolish man that you
| started out to be, you say “Rather,
we want to indicate that after all pro-
bably our system of farming in the
rich land area of the state has some-
| thing to do with our distress.” Now
why did you use the word PROBA-
BLY, WHEN YOU KNEW FULL
THAT IT IS NOT THE WORD TO
USE?

I have been reading your farm pa-
per stuff ever since I was a small boy
and in spit of all your hog and hom-~
iny advice, the farmer today is worse
off than ever before. This ought to
convince you if nothing else will. You
only enable the farmer to endure his
| misery a little longer. Why content
‘yourself with the little thing of
wheedling the landlord out of a stall
for a cow or a pen for the pig? The
whole Yazoo Mississippi delta owned
in blocks of from one to five thousand
acres; from here comes the loudest
wail of woe. While the poor hill coun-
try east of it owned by small farm~
ers is scrubbing by.

A little farther south in the same
poor hill country where the land was
bought up in large blocks for its
timber value, distress again sets in,

Everywhere, at the mines, around
the industrial centers, 'we have bread
lines and soup kitchens. STRANGE,
you say, and then something about
PROBABLY OUR: SYSTEM. Why
not call a spade a spade? What is
the right word there? Ah, yes, CAP-
ITALISM.  So we will add in your
word SYSTEM, and say CAPITAL-
ISTIC SYSTEM. Now the whole thing
is  easily understood. There
is mnothing 'STRANGE about it.
Wherever the exacting hand of capi-
talism lays hold and spreads its with-
ering blight there you will find a
plague more destructive than any
|drought, for a drought is seasonal
but CAPITALISM is constant and
ever-pressing.

CAPITALISM is a monster that
has for its sole purpose, rent, interest,
and profit and the price of commodi-
ties never gets so low that the stan-
dard of living is not forced still low-
er, that profit, rent and interest may
be had. Attack the beast! Dislodge
this remorseless monster from its pe-
sition of power. All other reforms
are secondary to this. You ask,
“Where Are We Going to From
Here?” I answer, Forward into the
green fields of socialized industry for
socialized use, or BACKWARD INTO,
SLAVERY AND A CAPITALISTIC
HELL.

—dJohn R. Webﬁ@r.




