Here’s My Story

Mississippi Today —
- History in the Making

By PAUL ROBESON
S5 WE CELEBRATE the heroic contributions of great

leaders for the fight for Negro freedom in the past,
it is of the utmost importance to remember that a stirring

chapter
Mississippi.

in Negro history i&8 being

written today in

We all recall that Missiasippi is the only state in the
history of the nation which has sent Negroes to the United
States Senate. How well the Senate could use today stal-
wart men of the caliber and gqualifications of Blanche K,
BEruce and Hiram Revels, the Redonstruction Senators from

Mississippi.

And Congressman John BR. Lynch was one

of the outstanding legislators and defenders of popular
democrary of that exciting period.

BLTT when Reconstruction was defeated with Klan terror

and Republican betrayal, the blows fell especially hard

on Mississippi, precisely because it was in the forefront of
the bitter battle for soc¢ial progress in the South.

Mississippi, after Reconstruction, became a prison for

8 million Negroes and almost as many impoverished, ex-

ploited white rural folk,

But the common people, even in the most difficult
hours, never gave up. The Negro people built their schools,
churches and small business, their fraternal orders and
civic organizations. They took pride in the struggling all-
Negro town of Mound Bayou. They fought oppression
with whatever weapons they had.

"!' IS one thing to sit in New York, Chicago, Detroit and
Los Angeles and say what Negroes in Mississippi should
do or should have done, but it is another to live one's life
out in the face of the most rabid of racists, armed with
the power of the state and the actual support or hypo-
critical “neutrality” of the federal government, and still

survive and make progress.

But that's what the yaliant Negroes of Mississippi
have done., They have, as it were, for the past 30 years

{Continued on Page 6)

THE FORMOSA

CRISIS

By W.E B. DuBois

Men who are willing to sub-
stitute common sense for power
politiecs should sit down and
scan maps of China and the
United States. Suppose an
island nearly the size of Hol-
land lay a little more than &
hundred miles off our eastern
coast and was in possession of
an enemy determined to use
it for attack on us, This would
be serious. Bub suppose that in
addition, other small islands
Iay right on our ceoast, and had
been seized and fortified by
our enemy, with Chinese mili-
tary officers and equipment on
these islands. Also, that these
islands have repeatedly been
used for armed atfack on our
mainland. No great nation to-
day would for a moment en-
dure such open aggression,
These facts in themselves
would have been in the past
ample cause for war,

Add to this fact that For-
mosa for nearly 300 Years has
been universally recognized as
Chinese and in Chinese posses-
gion, save when it was forcibly
seized by Jappan in 1895 and
held Afty yvears. After the Sec-
ond World War the Allies de-
prived Japan of Formosa and
declared that it belonged to
China. The question certainly
arpse B3 to whether Chiang
Kai-shek or the Communist
regime was the real Chinese
gtate. Most of the eivilized

world recognized the Chinese
People's Republic as the real
China. The fact that the United
otates insists that six million
people on Formosa constitute
China while 800 million on the
mainland are not only to have
no recognition, but not even to
be treated as respectable, may
be  justifiable to some,  But
surely to add to that the threat
of war unless this great Chi-
nese Republic should acquiesce
In allowing a discredited man
like Chiang Hai-shek to camp
on their door step and bomb
them at will—this no decent
administration can ask,

By what {far-feiched logie
can Formosa, on the opposite
side of ithe earth from us, bs
regarded as necessary for the
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CAUGHT BETWEEN 'NO-ACTION' IKE AND SELL-OUT 'LIBERALS'

Fight Looms for CIVIL RIGHTS

By THELMA DALE

A major mobilization of the
Negro people together with oc-
ganized labor and other demo-
cratic proups will have to talke
place to wring any progressive
legislation from the 84th Con-
gress. In fact, the ralt of anti-
labor and anti-democratic bills
Introduced in both houses will
demand a major effort to hold
the gains already achieved.

Despite the efforis of the
NAACP and other civil rights
organizations, Sen. Herbert
Lehman (Dem.-N.¥Y}! was the
sole Senator to raise his voice
in an effort to change Rule 22
to permit the Senate to limit
debate and thms aveid fllibus-
ters. By a prior agreement, an-
nounced in Washington befora
Congress opened, liberal Demo-
cratic Senators led by Sen.
Hubert Humphrey (Dem.-
Minn.) deserted the civil rights
fight in the interest of main-
taining party unity with the
racist Dixlecratz.. Thus the
civil rights of millions of Ne-

groes who cast their wotes for

the Democratic Party last No-
vember were sacrifiecd in the
interest of political expediency.

Do We Simply Pretfend
To Own the Earth?

protection of onr western bor-
der? Does it protect our Philip-
pines? But we just announced
the independence of the Philip-
pines. Does it  proteect our
Japan, or does Japan belong to
the Japanese? Do we Simply
pretend to own the earth?

Instead of clinging to such
an untenable posgition why
could not the President of the
United SBtatez say clearly: “We
ask that the island of Formosa
remain ondisturbed at present,
eventually to be 'disposed of in
accord with the decision of the
International Court of Justice.
All other islands, we agree,
shall revert to the Chinese
People's Republic. We recognize
this republic as the pgovern-
ment of China, entitled to &
seat in the United Nations, We
will neither ald nor abet war
or hostilitles beétween China
and Formosa."

This would be the pgreatest
step toward a peaceful world
since Hitler's death. And what
would we lose? To such an
overture there can be no doubt
but that China would assent.
Of her legal right to Formosa
there i85 no doubt. She will
never surrender that ripht. But
if without surrender she is
asked to await peaceful pro-
cesses and at the same time ls
treated im other and vital re-
spects as a clvilized nation, she
will sacrifice. immediate war
for peace and work with the
civilized world to maintain it

—apillway,

lke Proposes: Mo Action
Further, it wbuld seem that
Negroes need not hope to be
rescued from our plight by the
Republicans. In one of the
longest State of the Union
messages on record and in four
subsequent messages, President
Eizsenhower has made no call
for legislative action to help
Mezroes achieve full first-class
citizenship rights. A»d not one
Republican Senator stood with
Sen. Lehman against the fili-
buster on opening day, not
even the great "liberal”™ Wayne
Morse,

Michael Quill, Pres. of the
CIO Transport Workers Union
and of the Greater New York
CIO  Couneil, has given the
lead to organized labor on its
stake in this situation. Wriling
in the TWU newspaper, Quill
gaid:

“If the keystone of our civil
and political rights are to be
given the ‘once-over-lightly”
treatment, in the name of
political expediency, then, I
say, we are going down the
and we may very
well wind up with only the
shell of freedom.”™

Rights Are Indivisible

Quill further linked the civil
rights. “zell-out” to the spon-
sorship of the Brownell-Butler=-
Humphrey Bill passed in the
last session of Congress to out-
law the Communist Party with
definitlons of communists that
might easily iInclude Sen.
Humphrey himself. He con-
cluded: .

" *“The organized labor move-
ment cannot sit with folded
hands while this lighiminded
tampering with the American
Eill of Rights is given legisla-
tive respectability by those
whom we have every reason
to consider Iriends and allies.”

Mr. Quill apparently- recog-
mizes what too few labor lead-

ers today are willing to admit:
namely, that the. rights of all
Americans are indivisible, Ha
perhaps remembers the decl-
sive role which Negro workers
played in helping to organize
the CIO on a basis of equality.
He must know that If Congresa
is  prepared to by-pass the
struggles of the Negro peopla
for full equality, then it prob-
ably 1s ready fo hack away al
labor’s hard-won gains.

Eyes om 1956

Megroes and our allies musk
put up a fight to secure the
passage ol civil rights legisla-
tiom in this sesslon.

We should barrage the Con-
gressmen and Senators in every
state with mall and delegationa
demanding: hearings: on and
passage of an FEPC bill. (One
has been introduced by Con-
gressman Powell, text of which
was not available at press
time.) We must insist that the
trade unions to which we be-
long and other organizations
take a positive stand and fighk
for FEPC. And. finally, wa
should - serve  notice on both
major parties that we have
our eyes on 1956 and that thers
is no one lving who can de-
liver the Negro vote in thak
year except on the basis of
party: performance between
now and them

George Murphy Sr. Passes

The death in Baltimore of
George B, Murphy, Sr., [ather
of the former general mana-
of FREEDOM, putstanding civie
leader, and member of the dis-=
tinguished Afro-American pub-
lishing family, was marked by
an outpouring of tributes and
sympathy from all parts of the
country, Pauel Robeson attend-
ed the funeral as an honorary
pallbearer.

T

HARLEM HOME OWNERS FIGHT

Jimcrow Mortgage Policies

NEW  YORK —Last month
while President Elzsenhower
and Congress were busy ex-
tending the “security™ of ous
nation to the shores of China,
Harlem residents were busy in
numerous organizations trymg
to secure some decent housing
for the world's largest Negro
community. Congressman Adam
Powell's Housing Conference
was moving ahead with many
tenant councils toward an
April 1 rent strike. The Har-
lem Affairs Commitiee Forum
heard angry demands for di-
rect and immediate action to
clean-up the rat-infested, fire-
trap tenements which threaten
the entire community, and
agreed to preass. for publie
hearings om bills introduced
in the New York Leplslature
to eliminate housing bias.

The American  Labor Party,

with representatlon from Ita
Harlem Council, conferred with
N.¥.C. Housing Commissioner
Gillroy on acute hardships im-
pozed on tenants by landlords
who instead of making necess
gary repairs—have been re-
moving stoves from apart-
ments. The ALP proposed: ne
removal of stoves until ade-
guate facilities were found foe
tenants; a relocation authority
that would assist tenants im
finding new apariments, and &
prior lien law which would
permit the City to make neces-
gary repairs and charpe the
landlord for such repalra,

Mortgage Conspiracy

One of the community om=
ganizations that has been do-
ing a qulet and laborlous jol

(Continued on Page 2)




Juvenile Delinquency?

Child Labor is Society’s
Crime AGAINST Youth

By LORRAINE HAMSEERRY

It has become
public authorities
it the alarming
delinquency - among &
section of our
juvenile popu
lation i= a
curious phen-
emena for
which thev
hold no re-
Eponsibility.

This ap-
proach — or @
Iack of ap- %
proach—ta our
youilh bears
the historical overiones of &
soclety that has moved slowly
and reluctanily from that time
wiwen it legally sanctioned two
and a half cenlurles of the
worst crime of all against the
young—slavery.

More than that—once having
sanciloned the enslavement of
black children in the 1Tth, 18th,
and 19th cenlurles, our sociely
readily and greedily herded
tens of thovsands of white
chiléren In the 19th and 20th
centuries inte the factories,
mills and mines of early and
pot-a0-early industrial America.

e fashion of
‘0 behave as
inereases in
large

=

A3

Miss Hensberry

Heavenly Sanchions 3
from regarding child
az @ "blight" on the na-
tion in those days, spolesmen
for the monied classes early
sought to find “humane” justi-
fication for child lasbor as they
had sought to find excuse for
slavery—in "God’s will.”
“Children,” wrote Secretary

Far
labor

of the Tregsury Alexander
Hamilton, in his HReport on
Manufacinres, “would be more

easily uzeful by manufacturing
establishments than they would
otherwize be”

Later, the textile Indusiry of
New Enpland was ene of the
earliest to employ children on

_reoms in

a mass scale, Millowners adver-
tised in local papers, “Wanted:
One Family, with Eight AMem-
bers Working.™

Girls 12 or 14 years were em-
ployed In the sieam rooms of
these mills. For 12 ‘or more
hours they twisted massive
eoils dripping wel hemp. At
the end of the day these chil-
dren fled from the steaming
soaking dresses into
the bitter cold of New England
winter nights.

In the early years of the
1900°'s there were some 69,000
children employed in the tex-
tile mills along the Atlantic
seaboard, If working parents
tried to keep their children ont
of the mills (at great loss to
the family, since a father's
wages averaged belween 83
eents and $1.00 a day, and a
mother's even less) they more
than likelv lost their jobs and
were evicted from the company
living gquarters.

In 1900 the United States
census reported that there were
1.752.187 children under 16
working in galnful cccupations
in the United States.

Conning, Cotton & Glossworks

Children woerked In the most
exploitative and hasardous in-
dustriel. Girls and boys as
young a5 four years old worked
in preat numbers in the ean-
ning industéy thronghout New
York State. Thirteen percent
of all the workers in the colton
Industry In the T 8. were re-
ported to be under 16. And in
the South, the regional figure
for juvenile workers in cotton
manufacture was 20% of the
total.

Thousands nr litthe girls of
six and seven worked 12 and
13 hours daily in  Alabama
mills, Young bayz were em-
ploved in  great numbers in
plass factoies across the coun-
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itry (o run back and ferth from
furnaces Lo maolding tables, on
an average of 72 times an hour,
with racks of hol glass hoflles.

Typical of the brutality ' of
child labor was the ecoal min-
ing Industry which Iin 1900 had
some 25,000 boys working im
the mines 4f Virginin and
Pennsylvania. A reporter of the
period, a grown, healthy man,
described one of the mines:

“I once stood] in a breaker
for half an hour and tried to
do the work a. 12 vear «ld boy
wis deoing day afller day, for
tem hours al a stretch, for 60
¢enis a day, The glaom of the
breaker appalied me . . , there
was blackness, clouds of dendiy
dusi enfolded the harsh, grind-
ing roar of the machinery and
the eeaseless rashing of coal
through the chules filled the
ears , . . my hands were hruised
and ent in a few minuies and
I was covered from head to fool
with coal dust, and for many
hours afterward I was expec-
torating =ome of the smaM par-
ticles of anthracite T had swal-
lowed.”

Az one obhserver wrote: "One
learns not to judge the ages of
working children by their phy-

sical appearance, for they are
normally  behind other +«hi]-
dren In  weight, helght and
girth of chest—often @z much

as two or three yvears.”

Nor were the high disease,
accident and death ratex
among  working children the
only evil products of ehild
labor, The youthful crime rates
in Industrial cenfers were pro-
portionately little better than

today.

Man’s Socred Charge

New York State was typical
of  the ravasing effect child
labor had on education. In
1900, 78,00 echild laborers be-
tweenn 10 and 4 were out of
school completely, and another
16,000 attended leas than 5
months out of the school vear,

e

IM THE EARLT TWEMTIETH CENTUE‘I" thﬂdr-en worked h-:-,r their
parents” sides in booming textile mills. Sarah M. Cleghorn wrote: *

“The golf links lie so near the mill
+ « » the loboring children can lock out and see the men ot ploy.”

In the 1880°s the working
people took up the fght to give
childbpod back ‘to  children,
They cried oul-in the words of
Gene Debs, “Flowers they are,
wilh =eouls in (hem, and if on
this earlh man has a sacred
charge, a hely obligation it is
toa these lender buds amd blos-
SOINS nr humanily.,” And sald
Debs, “Child labor is not enly
unnecessary in this age, bul a
erime against both the children
and sociely.”

It would be Indictment
encugh il the industrialists had
misused child labor out of in-
difference, but the faet is that
efforts of the working peo-
ple to curtail and ultimately
abolish child labor were met
blow for blow by the deter-
mined efforts of the manufac-

turers to maintaln their
“rights" to this source of cheap
labhor

In 1916 and 1919 from the
force of nationwide demands,
the Congress sought 1o ban
ehild labor in interstale eom-
meree, In  both instances the
U. 8 Supreme Court cancelled
the laws as—unconsiitutional.

In 1924 when Congress was
apain pressed to appreve a

. that olmost every daoy

child labor amendment to the = =
Constitution, the indusivialists >
and their agents demonstrated 3
with naked solidarity how they

regarded “man’s sacred charge™ - &

—when il interfered with prof-
jt=s. Im New York State for ex-.
ampie, the legislature rejected
the amendment chiefly threugh
the opposition of the mighty
manufacturing interests of the
state; a large sectiom of the
press which charped
were, of all things, “violations
of freedom' of the press'!: and
the Catholic Church, which
managed to oppose the explol-
tation of littie children on the
greund that it violated ‘the

“liberty” of the ehild.
For the Negro child, to all
of this was added the long

nightmare of racist oppression.
For three hundred vears—from

]

the laws »«—l-1 -

Ll
Ea

i

the time the starved and bleed-': 1
ing children -of Wesl Afriea , & |

made thelr way down: the
pangplanks of the slaveships, -
the eallous rulers of our society o
pought to crush their liberly,
their right to Mve, their dig-""%""
nity-—and their precious and
already magnificent heritage, |
(Next monih: “Destruction < a—-
of A Herilage.”) =

Harlem Owners Fight Moﬂ‘gage Jimcrow -

{(Continued from Page 1)
over the past several years, the
Harlem Mortgape & Improve-
ment Council, called a strategy
Conference of State legislators
and community leaders in
January 10 map steps to break
the discriminatory lending
practices of New York banks
and elimingte all other forms
of segregation and discrimina-
tion in the housing Tield.

Typical of practices in most
Negro communities, Harlem
property owners have Jong
suffered from the established
policy of a conference of 11
banks which some years ago
formally agreed not to lend
money on Harlem properties.
Although the banks subse-
guently «dissolved the confer-
ence, smnee it was clearly a
conspiracy %o deny properiy
owners' righis, the practice
was never abandoned,

The Harlem M&I Couneil
was established %o break this
sitpation. Ower the last sev-
ern] years It has used every
king of pressure: moral “sma-
sion, public conferences, sup-

port for a Harlem lending in-
stitution (the Carver Building
d& Loan Assn.), conferences
with public officials, but all to
no avail,

La=t vear two major banks
made big headlines in an-
nouncing a million dollar fund
put op for improving Harlem
properties. However, ©C. T.
Davis, Chairman of the Har-
lem M&1 Couneil reported at
the recent conference, that his
organization had submitted 50
lean requests which had been
investigated by the N. Y. Hous-
ing Authority, bul in thres
yvears of conferences, all the
banks have remained unmoved,
The rwesult is that Harlem
property owners must either
get loans through loan sharks
at exhorbitant rates or allow
their property to deterierate
beyond repair.

To close effectively some of
the many loopholes which
prevent Harlem residents from
getting  decent housing, the
Conference adopled the fol-
lowing program:;

Appointment of a mm-

m!—%ee to see Gov., Harriman™ ~ e

and wrge him to take actlom
tihirough various departments
ef the Stale Government

{Housing, Banking and Insar- o

anece) to stop the diserimina-

tory practices now operating. ..

The Committee was also com-
mitted to
to appoint Negrees to positions
on the various State boards.

2. Bupport of the legislation

urge the GOVErnor < =& =7

Introduced in the State Legis- —- e

latare by Assemblyman Ber-
tam Baker of Brookivn and.
Btale Senator Metcall, which

wonld pive SCAD (State Com- 2=

mittee Against Discrimination)
jurisdiction over housing: and
other bills including one intro-

dueed by Ben. Zareisky amend- =

ing the State Constitution o
prohibit discrimination’ m &l _
housing.

3. A propgram of education,
public relations and politieal
actlon aimed specifically to get
mass support from tenania
and property-owners In sup- -
port of the Conference pro-
gram of action. o
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ol jim crow

HE STILL RULES BY LAND AND SEA

By JANICE HAWKINS

Do you remember the story
they used to tell about the
three blind men and the ele-
phant—something like this?

It seems the first man felt
the huge, halry side and de-
cided the elephant was like a
mountain; the zecond felt the
trunk and reported the ele-
phant was like & snake. The
third felt the tail, and swore
the elephant was shaped like
& Dpiece of rope.

Every now and lhen, some-
thing happens Lo a colored
marn, and vou and I know ex-
acktly whal it is. Bul while
we're busy looking right at it,
the three blind men are busy
doping oui some other ex-
planation.

i ..Like this, for inskance:

Last month, the Tnited
Btates Navy decided to send
one of its bip boals, the Mid-
way, on a visit to one -of our
friends ' in the *“free world,”
the Union of South Africa.

Maval Etiquette

It was an important trip, so
you may be sure all the, brass
was polished on the 45,000-ton
and all
the members of the crew were
Instructed In  their company
MADNNErS,

Company manners in the
Navy means, as they explained,
that “in casze of visits of public
vessels to forelgn porls, due

regard must be had for ob-
servance of local laws and
customs,"™

Now, South Africa has some
local laws and customs that
would make Governor Jim
Byrnes of South Carolina or
Hugh White of Mississippl
tura green with envy.
~Dne local law oullaws all
education for native Alricans
in church and private
schools—except for the Arsé
few prades.

There is another local law
which is going to evict 57,000
Africans from their homes,
where they lived for years in
Johannesburg, 50 that the city
will be white,

Oither locals laws and cos-
toms require Negroes te carry
passes at all times; Jim Crow
Indians from Africans; native
Africans from mixed Africans;
and /everybody from whiles

The Captain “Megotigtes”

All of these facts being
known beforchand, there was
naturally much protest about
the tgip. The Navy, being what
it iz, sailed on schedule, with
Captain Reynold D. Hogle
firmly pledged to “negoliate™
on the color question when he
arrived,

How he succeeded may be
judged from the following re-
port on how color restrictiona
were  “eased.” izsued by the
Captain:

1. Visltors were allowed to
come on the Midway, without
waiting for “African Day,”
“Indian Day," “Colored Day,”
“European Day.” and so on.

2. A group of 500 of the Mid-
way crew (il numbers Z.600)
were allowed to walch a bail
game wilhoul being sified inio
separate seats. A Midway team
played a local team. Boath
lilywhite.

3. American Negroes and
Filipinos were allowed to pur-
chase bottled drinks in Jim
Crow bars, wherens native Af-
ricansg have to take theirs one
drink at a time,

4. A “considerable conces-
sion” was made when holels,
set aside for Indians only,
were induced to take Ameriean
MNegroes, though Africans are
barred.

5. All non-white members of
the crew, some 400 men, were
invited to segrerated dances.
But, to mix It up, Captain

AFRICA

... the giant
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Capfain Hogle and the Ameri-
can Counsel attended these
aflairs,

Again, the Elephant

MNow, it is.on the record that
four years ago the U. 8. Navy
told the world that they would
not afficially participate in.any
affair which “involves or im-
plies” [thelr own words] segre-
gation or dizscrimination.

Therelore, when the NAACP
said, “the wisit to Capetown
was a surrender to a gutter-
snipe government and those
who arranged it should be
thoroughly ashamed of them-
selves,” it seemed to be time
for red faces, apologies—or at
the very least official silence,

Here's where we get back to
the elephant, which up to this
moment had looked very much
like what it was.

The N.¥. Times reporbed
(from Washington) that the
vigit had given South Africa
an “object lesson in non-
segrepalion.” Furthermore, it
reported “thorough satisfac-
tion" on both sides,

The editor of ithe official
Navy magazine “Our Nawvy”
REob F, Hurst, added, ihese
thoughls: “These crewmen are
used i{o that sorl of segrega-

tion, being well schooled in it
in American cities." Negroes
and Filipines, he observed
“voluntarily” seek iheir own
places, even in ihis couniry,
since they do mot wish—being
thoughiful cilizens — Lo  go
where they are not wanted.
Why try to make an izsue,
he asks, out of "one of the
hazards of the service?' This,

he informed us, is the last
thing the Negro-and Filipino
crewmen would have wished.

A Navy spokeaman added his
description of the elephant.
Quoth he:

The irip of the Midway to
Soulh Africa wazs a blow at
segregation, and had a “fer-
rific impaci"” en Soulh Africans
who saw how Americans work
and play together, -

Everything the South Af-
rican government could do to
“cooperate,” "shorl of conven-
ing the South African Parlia-
ment and rescinding the laws"
was done,

Citing the arrangements de-
scribed above, he concluded
that “We struck a far preabter
blow for equat justice , , .
than could have been possible
if we had suddenly decided to
bypass Capetown.™

And just in

Workers Fight for

$5 MILLION ANNUAL INCOME

In Coast Union Battle

BAN FRANCISCO—Five mil-
lion dollars in annual income
—+this is the stake for which
Neoro San Franciscang are
battling in a union contest
moving to a dramatic climax
after a year of bitter rivalry.

On one sgide are the Megro
community, the Marine Cooks
and Stewards Union and the
International Longshoremen's
and Warehousemen's Union;
on the other the U.5. govern-
ment in the form of the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board
and the jim-crow Sealarers
Union, headed by the notori-
ous Harry Lundeberg.

MCE was for many. vears the
proud and democratic repre-
sentative of zome 4000 galley
personnel on West Coast sea-
going vessels. Ovwver half §ts
members were Megroes or of
other minority groups; one of
it top international officers,
Joseph Johnson, :3 a Negro,

The militant, equal rights
policies of MCS made it thé
tarzet of every reactionary,
anti-Negra cligue on  the
waterfront.

The weapons used against it
were the familiar ones: raid-
ing and red-baiting. When
these failed to frighten MOS's

membership infto the clutches .

of Lundeberg and the SIU, the
government obligingly stepped
in to smash the union which
the workers obviously wanted.
The NLRB withdrew MOCS':
bargaining rights and the Jus-
tice Department moved to
persecute the union president,
Hugh Bryson, for alleged per-
jury in conmection with a
Tait-Hartley affidavit.

The long campaign to break
MCS paid off when Lundeberg,
whose SIU covers deck and

“tilt in favor of BIU.

enging room personnel, called
for an’ NLRB vote for all un-
licensed personnel, There are

roughly 6000 men -in this
classification working Coast
ghips. Only 2000 are cooks

& two to one

and stewards,

JOSEPI JOHANSON
(He wag Sec.-Treas. of MCS)

(Hall of
MCS's members are unem-
ploved, and a like proportion
of ST,

When MCS was forced off
the ballot, the International
Longshoremens’ and ‘Ware-
housemen’s Union stepped into
the picture and began to or-
ganize the stewardz. Bul this
union is faced” with the szame
unfavorable odds in any NLRB
vole,

The sweeping threat to the
Bay Area Negro communily in
such 'a disastrous job loss,
roused wide protest. A meet-
ing called by the TLWU to
fight the wvote drew support
Irom Negro chuech, profes-
stonal and club leaders as well
as workers. Atly. Terry Fran-

-

CAse anyone’

%Q

MALAN

(Our “Free World" Ally)
still had the wrong idea, the
Navy official added a final

clincher: “If the irip were not
made, people would resent the
thought thal we were cariail-
ing the activities of the Navy.
«+ - And the one who wounld
be blamed for this would be
the Negro.”

That seemed bto be the last
word.

And just to prove thal the
elephant s really shaped like
a rope; the Midway having
ended its object lesson  in
democracy-at-work at Cape-
town, South Africa, steamed
away to the next classroom in
the faraway Pacific.

The place;: Formosa. The
gbject: to teach the Chinese
how to treat the Chiese,

# r/

coiz for the NAACP filed a
brief and asked permission of
the NLRB to offer oral area-
ment in opposition to the elec-
tion on the basiz of the threat
to Negro jobs. The NLRB fg-
nored him,

Francols' plea was in sharp
contrast to the actions of Ne-
gro Atty. Pranklin H. Willinmas,
regional director of the
NAACP. Williams echose this
time to issne = red-baiting
letter attacking the - MOS-
ILWU and tluowing support
to the jim-crow AFL union.

His letter, printed in the big
Bay Area newspapeérs, roused
wide anger in the Negro com-
munity. A delegation is Te-
ported to have called on him
at hiz office to protest his ac-
tion. Several of those prezent
are said to have torn up their
NAACP membership eards and
thrown them on the foor,
There iz alsa some talk of a
recall campaign being launched
against the NAACP leader.

The decision of attorneys for
the Negro seamen to take the
case to the Supreme Court fol-
lowed refusal by the Ninth
U.8. Circuit Court of Appeals
to either halt the election or
allow separate returns by the
stewards, the deck personnel
and the engineroom personnel.

Atty. Allan Brotsky, repre-
senting the MCS, asked the
NLRB to delay the vote until
the case can be argued belors
the top court, but to no avail
The vote began on Jan. 31,
On its outcome, and the con-
tinuing struggle of Negro and
progressive white marine cooks
and stewards, an important
part of the economic future
of Megro Ban Franciscans
depends.
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THE NEGRO WORKER
and the

KNIGHTS OF LABOR

The Moble snd Holy Order of the
Enights of Labor, flashing like a
mieteor through the elghteen eighties,
brought large numbers . of skilled and
unskitled Negro.workers into the pre-
dominantly white labor movement
for the Arst time In U8, history. Al-
nost 100,000 freedmen shared an ex-
exprience similar to that described
by Ida B. Wells, nofed Negro journa-
Hist, in the Memphis Watchman:

“1 was fortunate enough le at-
{end a meeting of ithe KEnights of
Eabor, . . . I noticed that everyone
who came was welcomed and every

woman from black to while was
seated with the courtesy wusually
extended to while ladies alone in

this town. It was the first assembly
of the sorl im this town where color
was not the eriterion lo recognition
as lndies and gentlemen.”

From their first contact with the
Enights, Negro laborers and farmers
were acutely aware of the various
sttitudes expresséd toward them as
Negroes, Since the Order was the
largest labor body of fthe post-
Reconstruction era, with more than
500 000 members at its peak in 1886,
these attitudes had broad social im-
pleations - feor and whites
miitke.

Hegroes

Harmony - Prevoils

Since the underlving principle of
the Knighis was the solidarity of all

working men and women, Negroes
and whites often acted togelher for
common: purposes, ncluding strikes

snd political action, and the fellow-
ship of labor waxed strong.

In Richmond, Virginia, Negroes and
whites were jointly employed in some
factories, and were harmoniously co-
eperating “pecause of the Order. The
©ieveland Gazelle, & HNegro
]:m}:rﬂ that half the EKnights
in Norfolk were Wegroes, who showed
great enthusiasm for the Union, and
*Harmony prevabls between white
and bianck workmen.”

news=

noled

The Washinglon Bee editor wrote
that the Hnights showed good sense
in “not allowing themselves o be
eoaxed" into supporting establish-
ments. which did not hire Neproes.
=t is the duty of the colored Knights

of Labor,” he said, “to boycott all
ingtitutions which arve fnlmiecal to the
interest of .the race.”

EBreaking Down Walls

I MNovember, 1887, Negroes anid
whites marched together in = a
Knishts of Labor -parade in Wash-
ington, D, C. In Louisville, over 6000
Negroes and whites marched Lo
demononstrate  for the ' eight-hour
day. In addition to the Knights sev-
eral Nepro. organizations joined the
processsion. Loulsville parks had been
closed to Negroes before, bub after
parching through the streets the
parade entered Natlonal Park &and,
it was stated, “thus have the Knights
of Labor broken the walls of pre-
judice,”

In Charlesion, Soulh Carclina, ae-
cording to John Swinton, the promi-
ent whilte labor editor, Negroes and
whites were working in grealer har-
mony as members of the same union,
“This is a grand siride,” he wrole on
May 16, 1886, “The organization of
they Knights of Labor has done much
for the South. When everything else
had failed, the bond of poverly
united the while and colored me-
chanie and laborer.”

Similar fraternal reports were re-
ceived about workers in  Bartow,
Georgia, and coal miners of Warrior
Station, Alabama. In Birmingham, in

1887, 5000 Neproes and whites
marched in & labor demonstration
of the Order After it was over a

Weero speaker and a white speaker
sddressed the workers from the same
platform.

Sympathetic Strike

The state convention of the
Knights of Labor of Mississippl in-
cluded Negro and White delepates
and “no color line was drawn,” In
Louisiana the Negro assembly at Al-
giers participated in a Fourth of July
lnbor parade by orders of Terence
V. Powderly, Knlghts national leader,
and played a prominent role. In New
Orleans Negroes paraded with whites

jn 1983, 1884 and 1885 under the
sponsorship of the Cenbral Trades
and Labor Azsembly, a consolidated

pody of all lapor organizations.in the
city. The white workers of fhe As-
sembly had a sympathetic strike
when employers refused to negotlate
with MNegro draymen.

The Knights of Dallas, Texas, had

S —

oz —

“(The Negro people’s) eause is one with the labor classes

all over the world. The labor unions of the country should

mot throw away this

strength. .
¢lass of laborers to

weaken the bonds

those on whom the burden and hardships of
labor fall. The fortunate ones of
who are abundant in land and money and

colored
It is a greal mistake for any
isolate itself and thus
of brotherhood

element of
| =

between

the earth,

Enow nothing of the anxious ecare and pinch-

ing poverty of the laboring classes, may be indifferent to the

appeal for justice at this point, but the labor classes cannet

afflord to be indifferent.”

FREDERICK DOUGLASS
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MEGRO AND WHITE Knights of Lobor marched in this Chicage Moy

Bay Parade, May 1, 1890,

Fourthh eelebration and =&
Negro local and =2 Negro judge
marched with the white members.
After the parade, two of the speak-
ers were Negroes, “This is the FfArst
time such & thing happened in
Texas,” reported the Huntsville
Gazetle of July 23, 1887.

a.. July

In 1891 the Galvesion Knighis held
a mass meéeling to protest against the

wse of conviet labor. Dr. J. H. Wil-
king, a Negro, as well as several
while speakers, addressed the As-
sembly.

Baltimore Parade

In Baltimore, over 20,000 workers
“of all colors and nationalities”
participated In a May 1st parade for
the eight-hour day. Pietures of Pow-
derly were carried by the marchers.
The Negro workers were cheered all
along the way when they carried the
mottos “Shall We Send Our Boys 1o
Prisun to Learn & Trade,” “Eight
Hours Pay for Eight Hours Work”
“Live and Let Live,”” and “All We Ask
Is Justice and Our Old Wages." The
following September (1886 25,000
workers, Negro and white, marched
in ‘a Labor Day parade reviewed by
Powderly. This was the largest dem-

onstration ever witnessed in Balti-
More,

Reporting on  the parade, John
Swinten's Paper declared on Sep-

tember 19:

“At the greal parade here on La-
hor's Holiday, colorei men were well
mixed in and threugh the proces-
sion, Inm some insianees, vou would
see an assembly composed entlirely
of celored Knights; anolher as-
sembly would be perhaps half
colored, and In some inslances one
selitary  colored individual weunld
be marching with any number of
hiz white trades-brothers. The pro-
cession was a very orderly one, the
eolored and whilte fralernizing as
if it had been a common ithing all
their lives."

The following “vear, one of the
Knights of Labor recommendiations to
the Maryland Lecislature included the
striking out of the word “white”
wherever it oceurred in the constitu-
tion and laws of the state,

California Qutroge

This advanced  policy. among some
sections of the Order was not limited
to the localities in the South. The San
Franeiseo Elevator, in June, 1588, de-
seribed as a “Callfornia outrage” the
arvest as “runaways” of Mr. and Mrs.
Bogze, Megro contract workers of Fres-
g County,

thakland Frisirict Assembly 35 took

idintl i 2 et _

up the ease, and unanimously adopled
resolutions condemning the arresg as
an “outrage upon humanily and 2
blow at freedom in this Siale,” and
censuring  the authorities Tor  their
“high-handed and unconstitutional
usunrpation of power.”

The matter was referred to the
District Executive Board, with instruc-
tions to hire Iawyers and “any other
steps necessary to maintain the rights
of the abused citizens.” An
asgessment of twenty-five cents was
declared on each member of the vari=
ous localks in the district,
and $27.50 was spontaneously
tributed by the district delegates to
fight the case. The press throughout
California condemned the arrest.

much

assemblies
Con-

Tn the Newark Labor Day parade
of 1887 over 20,000 Negro: and white
workers marched together. Im Boston
the white Knights invited the Wendell
Phillips Club, a Negro organization, fo
jointly decorate the grave of Phillips.
Alsa in Boston the first official Labor
Day parade saw over 20,000 people in
the line, A Negro carpentel’ carvied a
sign reading “equal rights for ali” on
one side, and “we make no distinetion™
on the other. Negro coal handlers,
shovels on thelr shoulders, were en-
thusiastically cheered as they marched
pezide their white colleagues.

Slreng!h In Uniiy

When Judson Lewis, a Negro mems=
ber, was refused service iIn a Union-
town Pennsvivania barber shop, he
retorted that the Knights would es-
tablish one for all [ the

members of
Order. A Brooklyn Knight wrote this
Ietter to-John Swinton:

“1 am conmecled with an Assem-
bly of the Knizhis of Laber which
contains 450 members, 25 of whom
are colored, and there has nol becn
a single outburst of feeling on ag=
count of celer, I am a colered man
mysell, and am Waorlthy Treasurer,
an office which was forced npon me
for the third fime.” g

These and other instances of inter-
racial solidarity of the Knights of
Labor provided a major base of s
strength in the battle for the eight-
hour day and against the intense ex-
ploitation of the rapidly-prowing
Lrusts.

But there were also many evidences
of papitulation to the ideas of white
supremacy which the employers Ioz-
fered among the workers. We will deal
with these ltems in the next issue of
FREEDOM,
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By ALEC JONES

“The Negroid roce being an
inferior peéople s the only
race which thrives under slas=-
. . Having no culiure or
iration of their own, and
belonging 1o-a- race which ail
history proves is 'sitbstandard
and - uncreative, the Negro
seels. by menis af the weight
of wumbers and
fluence to gain the objective
which he was unable to oblain
because of Tack: of abiliy™

poditieal in-

This Hitlerian concept of the
American Negro was pro
nounced, not in the 18th or
1%ih century, but on  OQOctober
H, 1952 The author, one John
Hemilton, was testifying before
# Commiission on Immigration
and MNaturalization set up by
Pregident Truman to' learm
what ~ the -American people
thought the immigration and
naturalization  policy of  the
United States should be.

On June 27 of the same year,
over . Mr. Truman's veto, the
Walter-MeCarran Law had be-
come the nation's Immigration
and naturalization- policy.

This law, which was effec-
tively cut Negro immigration to
the United States by 80 per

cent, is.one of the most racist,
diseriminatory and anti-demo-
eratic pleces of legislation in
our history. It is the legislative
embodiment of John Hamil-
ion’s anti-Negro philosophy.

Target of the MeCarran-
Walter law iz not only the
¥Mepro: It brands . all colered
peoples as grossly inferior and

AFRICAN PORTRAIT:

CLEMENTS
KADALI

By JOHM H. CLARKE

When the history of South
Africa is wrilten by men more
interested in the truth than in
justifying exploitation; a high-
er place will be found for the
name and efforts of MNyasa-
Jand's Clements Kadalie. This
great leader spent most of his
Jife planting ™ and nurturing
the seeds of trade unionism in
the midst of conditions and
circumstances that would have
gdestroyed a lesser mamn.

Clements Kadalie came for
ward in the South African la-
bor movement at the time the
British and the Dulch were
elosing their ranks apainst the
Africans following the bitter-
ness of the Boer War (1889-
19027, i

The Bantus had given
sonie assistance to the Eng-
lish during the war but had
grown  disgusted  with  their

middle class leaders who tried
to appease them with British
promises that were never kept.
The writings of Xadalie's
newspaper The Workers Her-
ald, along with the efforts of

the great Bantu editor John
Tingos Jabavu, became their
new stimulant for action, and

they began to look to them-
selves for emancipation.

In 1918 .Clements Kadalie
founded the Industrial and
Commercial Workers Union of
Africa, that for a while was
2 supplement to the Afriean
National Congress and later

The Walter-McCarran
Immigration Law

makes of Southern and Eastern

Europeans  second-class hu-
mans as compared with thelr
northern neighbors of Ger-

Iany,
Ireland,

England, France, . and

Quotas By Color

‘The most indecent and’ bald
discriminations. are to be seen
in the guota provision of {he
LALW,

Great Britain has a popula-

tion of 41 wmillion. Iis yéarly
quota s 65,000, Before the
Walter-MeCarran Law, Negro

immigration from ihe British
Wesl Indies was counted in the
guoia of Britain. However, the
Law decreed that colomial im-
migrafion should be limited to
100 persons =z vear. Thus,
though ihe  population «f the
British West Indies is roughly
1/13 of Brilain's, the Wesi
Indian guola is 1/65% thal of
Britain,

China has a population 17
times as large as Britain, Yet
the guota for all persons of

Chinese descent is 105 com-
pared ‘with the 63000 for
Britain.

Or let's take India, This greal
nation’s populaiion is 357 mil-

lion. On the upper Rhine,
tucked belween -Ausiria - and
Swilzerland is tiny Liecchien-
siein wilh a population  of

14,000 - persons. Liechtensiein’s
vearly guota and the guoeia of
vast India are the same—100
PETSONS A VEar.

Growing Oppesition
In the two and one-half years

CLEMENTS KADALI
threatened to replace it.

The South African govern-
ment could not tolerate the
rise. of thiz important black
workers wunion and - conse-
guently introduced the Native
Administration Bill .with Jts
drastic Sedition Clauses, The
object of the bill was to check
the enward march of African
labor and the L C. U in partl-
cular. Demonstrations against
the bill, unprecedented in the
annals of South African ds-
fory, were organized -through-
out the country. The I.C.U.
was affilated with the Inter-
national Federation ‘of Trade
Unions and cabled that body
seeking international support.

With the help of the 1 F.
T.U. and the South Alrican
Trade Unlon Congress, the Af-
rican workers were able 1o
keep the worst clauses of the

MWative Administration Eill
from being written into . law.
Later Kadalie pleaded for a

petter consideration of African
labor before the League of
Mations and attended the In-
ternational Trade Union Con-
gresz which met in Paris in
1827, That same year he made
an extensive speaking tour of
the United States. Belore hix
death in 1932 the Industrial
& Commercial Workers Union
of Africa had a membership of
nearly - 100,000,

Jim Crow Rules Foreign Born
And Those Who Want to Come

finee the law was passed, there
1, been a constant and ever-
growing opposition to it. The
opposition comes not only from
communities where there are
larpe groupings of foreign born

Americans, It rises from. all
=ities
Candidate FEisenhower had

pledged that if elected, revision
of ithe Walter-McCarran JIaw
would be hizh on his legisla-
tive prierity list, He was ecleci-
ed, bul there wiz ne change
i the Walter-McecCarran law in
the 8ird Congress. In fact, Sen.
Watking of Ltah was respon-
sible for a Congressional deal
wherehy in exchange for gei-
ting through the Refugee Ke-
lief - Aecl, there would be no
change in the Walter-MeCar-
ram law.

Cilizenﬁhip a Hazard

While deals are made, the
people suffer. Thousands of
families—and especially West
Indian families—remain brok-
€n ecause there is such a long
walting list to enter.

All non-citizens must carry
upon their persons at all times
“Alien: Regisiration Cards”™
They miust between January
15t and 31zt of each year report
their curréent address to the
Attorney General: or in the
event they move, notlfy him
of the chanpe within 10 days.
Fallire to d0 50 s only one
of more than 104 deportable
offenses contalned in the Law.

Naturalized citizens find
themzelves in little better posi-
tion. For while we have alwavs

T

been told to cherish our United
Slates citizenship, those who
are citizens by choice and not
mere chance of birth, find their
citizenzhip is a loan which may
be recalled at any time by the
Attorney General.

20 Bills for Revision

A person beécame a citizen 30
years ago. Today the Attormey
General can claim that at the
time of naturalization — the
naturalized citizen concealed a
“material fact” and institute
proceedings to revoke his eciti-
#enship.

The . fact hat the law bhaSs
been oni the statute books for

GEORGE HENRY
WHITE

The story of George Henry
White, the last Nepro Con-
gressman” o  serve from a
Southern state, has great
significance for our present-
day political struggles,

Born in Bladen Couniyv, N, (.,
in 1830, George While as a
bay witnessed the poor lemanl
farmers work all spring and
summer and gel nothing for
their loil,

He worked hard and rose
from one position to another
in the ladder of leadership, He
graduated from Howard Uni-
versity and inm 1879 was ad-
mitted to the bar. Practicing
law in New Bern, he was &
real defender of the poor and
the Negro people, When asked
1o serve as principal of the
State Normal School he im-
mediately accepted because it
would " give him a chance to
promote education.

State Official

All during this time farmers
and workers were organizing,
They were getting together to
stop the bip companies from
taking away their hiard earned
money. In Raleigh the Knights
of Labor began to organize the
people for political action.

Ey 1887 the membership had

spread  to  every ‘wouniv  im
North Carolina. The whiites
and MNegroes whe had joined
in  labar assemblies, farmer

enions, Republican FParly and

S Tk e, Rl Ao e

Sk

SRR ke

not mean ik

two wvears does
cannot come off. Already more

than 20*bills have been intro=-
duced in Congress to revise the
Law. These Bills run - from
minor changes to major revi=-
sions such as are contained im
the bill introduced by Congress-
man . Anfuso of Brooklyn.

All are . bottled up in the
House or Senate Judiciary
Commitiees., The demand that
there be public hearings on one
or more of these bills and pres-
sures brought to bear upon the
chairman “and members of
these commitiees are of prime
importance if revision s e
be won. ]

The Last Negro Congressman from

the South

Populist Pariy. all agreed to
work together. When they did,
they formed a cealition that
pul many good men into ofice.
George While was one of
these officials. He went to the
State House of Represenla-
tives In 1880 and in 1884 he
was elected to the Siate Sen-
ale. From 1886 to 13%4 he was
Solicitor and Prosecuting At-
torney for the second Judicial
District of North Carolina.

A Fighting Congressman

Then, in 1886, George Henry
White was elected to the Con-
gress of the United Siates as
& Fusion candidate. There he
raized his eloquent voice apain
and agaln In condemnation of
the outrages apainst hizs peo-
pie. He fought for passage of
an anti-lynching bill. Here are
some of hiz fighting words

which may be found in the
Congressional Record of the
period:

“You may lie us and then
taunt nus for a lack of brav-
ery, bul one day we will
break the bonds, You mar
nse our labor for iwo and
one-hall centuries and then
taunl uws for our poverty, but
let me remind vou—we will
nol always remain poer.”

Farewell Speech

Here are the wonderful
words of his farewell speech
i Congress, packed with

sirengith and confidence in the

Fought for His Pecple

Tuture:

“This, Mr. Chairman, s
perhaps the Negro's lempor-
ary farewell to ihe Ameri-
can Congress, bul lel me =ay,
Phoenix like, he will risse
and ¢come again. These pari-
ing words are in behalf of
an owiraged. heari-broken,
bruised and bleeding, bui
God-fearing people, faithful,
indusirions, loval people—ris-
ing people, full of polentizl

force, . . .

“The only apology which ¥
have to make for the earn-
esimess with whieh T have
spoken is that I am plead-
ing for the life, the liberiy,
the fuiure happiness, and
manhood suffrage of one-
eighih of the entire popula-
tion of the United Siales™

I{ has been 54 years sines
George White left Congress.
And even though during =0
these vears his people have
constituted between one-third
and one-half of the popula-
tion of North Carolina, not
another Negro has sucoeeded
him. b

But certainly this siluation
will not last much longer. The
people are learning theé lessons
of unity of Negro Americens
with white workers and poar
farmers, In North Carolina and
in the entire Bouth the Neépro,
“FPhoenix like will Taine
and come again™ to the U.B,

COngrexs, i
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Mississippi Toclay e

{(Continued from Page

been preparing for major battles — 1|IL.*—Lh'.1'rli.lmg' their
strength, preparing their leaders, mastering the tacties
of popular democratic struggle. They have sent their
Young men and women away to schools which provide
greater opportunities than those afforded in the state and
many, thought not enough, have returned to take up front
positions in the movement for equality.

OW, after all these years, the battle has been joined

on a new and higher level. The NAACP, which for
years had only negligible strength in Mississippi, can now
boast a considerable and growing organization. Dr. T. R.
M. Howard, militant surgeon of Mound Bayou. leader of
the important fraternal order, the Knights and Daughters
of Mount Tabor, has emerged along with others as an
energetic and resourceful leader, The. libertarian currents
abroad in the world have stimulated the freedom-vearnings
of MNegroes and many veterans of World War II are im-
patient for the realization of the “promisory note" of
equality in the nameof which that great anti-Hitler con-
flict was waged.

So today, Negroes of Mississippi, as
South, are demanding implementation of the
Court decizsion on segregation in education.

And as might be expected, the Dixiecrats have re-
aponded with howls of anguish and threats of retaliation.
They have done thh of course, all over the South. But in
Missiszippi their retaliation has gone well beyond the point
of threats.

of the whale
Supreme

HE planters have organized a new Ku Klux Klan. They
have laundered it a bit, given it a face-lifting, and
called it White Citizens Councils. But ne Negro in Missis-
gippi will be fooled. He knows the Klan when he sees it,
by whatever name it's called.

The misnamed Councils have begun to exert economic
pressure on the leaders and membership of the NAACP,
Are you a grocer, funeral director, physician, small farmer?
Then the likelihood is that you could not function without
credit. But the credit is in the hands of the banks and mort-
gage companies, dominated by the planters and big Wall
Street concerns,

So, say the Citizen Councils, sinee we control the credit,
we'll control the Negroes! We'll starve their leaders out.
We'll draw up a new kind of blacklist, and any Negro who
supports NAACPE or calls for equality in education will have
to find his living outside of Mississippi._

B[..TT the planters have reckoned ' without their hosts!

When Governor Hugh White called what he thought
were 100 “hand-picked"” Negroes to his office to euchre
them into  endorsing a stalement opposing the Supreme
Court decision, Ht(j. voted 99 to one for integration of
education, In Mississippi, that takes courage!

And the response to the economic boycott of the Cit-
zens Councils has' been just as dramatic. Within three
weeks, under the leadership of the NAACP national office,
organizations and individuals from all parts of the country
have deposited $143,000 in the Negro-owned Tri-State Bank
of Memphis to provide lending capital for Negro business-
men, professionals and farmers who are being foreclosed
by the “free enterprise” Dixiecrats of Mississippi.

LL decent Americans are called upon to rally to the

heroic Negro people of Mississippi. 1 should like to
see the great organizations of labor deposit large sums
in the Tri-State bank to help in this fight. The Brother-
hood of Sleeping Car Porters has already deposited $10,-
000. Other groups may deposit amaller, or larger, sums.

We must support the demand that President Tlisen-
hower intervene and prosecute those who are violating
federal law and regulations by deliberately withholding
economic loans for political reasons,

Messages of moral support and solidarity should pour
in to Dr. T. R. M. Howard at Mound Bayou, Mississippi.

Eventually as the struggle deepens, as it must, new
forms of battle will be needed and found. At the moment
we must use those at hand to sustain the brave Negro
people of Mississippi.

We must support their movement for the right to
vote, so that with political power they may be armed with
the guarantees of implementation of legislative enactments
and judicial decrees. We must focus the attention of the
entire nation on this critical front in the battle for
‘democracy. This is Negro history in the making.

¢ FREEDOM

“and strength

LET S WALK TOGETHER

A LETTER TO THE EDITOR

From & drawing by Charlea Whike

'Let Us ldentify Ourselves
With the Best in Mankind’

Thank you a thousand times
for extendmg to me this op-
portunity to convey my deep
appreciation to the more than
fourteen hundred people whose
Christmas pgreetings made
those days which' I was forced
to spend In' the Federal De-
tention Home seem like an-
other contribution to the cause
of justice, democracy and
peace. To those personal
friends, those magnificent sup-
porters of the Bill of Rights
and the Civil War Amend-
ments who measure human
values neither by color nor by
creed, but- by the Integrity

with which men
defend the inter-

people, I ean

and women
ests of the
truthiully say:

“Your messages brought
moral and spiritval vitatity
far in excess of the loving
words Lhey bore. Believe me,
such messages literally change
the inbuman aimoesphere of
our prisons. De not forgel
those whom 1 lell behind, the
men  and women who maold
your interests into living, burn-
ing words thal fire the zeal of
all true lovers of humanily.
They aré the enemies of force
and violence. They are the
deathless defenders of peace
and securily. Wrile to them,
The impact of your words up-
on L(he prison authorities is
grealer Ltham you cAan  ever
know.

“My release has far-reaching
political significance. It can be
fully understood only if the
case against CRC is studied in
the light of the struggle of
tremendous scope and magni-
tude poing - on between those
who fieht to end sepregation
and all expressions of racism,
those who fight for domestic
tranguillity and world peace
and the forces of reaction who
can temporize with the Tal-
madres, Byrmes and others,
those who believe that the

R

purveyors of racial prejudices
can be gently dealt with the
while they lynch and szeek to
dehumanize men whom by de=
cree they hold inferior, My
imprisonment was no personal
affalr. My release must there-
fore revitalize the strugole
against the oppressors. 1 was
Iframed.

“Had I been guilly of sub-
mitting a frandolent fax re-
turm, the Inlernal Revenue
Department did not have need

Wm. L

PATTERSON

for the names of the hundreds
of white and Megro Americans
whose conilributions aided the
fight for the lives of the Tren-
ton BSix, the innocént, heroic
Willie MeGee, the Martinsville
Seven, in orderto hring me to
book. A tax accounting suit
would have seeured that end,

“My persecution was an at-
tempt to smash the drive of
the Civil Rights Congress to
defend civil and human rights,
It was a part of the terror in-
stituted on the waves of hys-
teria launched by those who
would destroy due process of
law and establish an American
brand of fascism, the better

te promote aid to dying
French and British colonial=
ism and against the herole
strugegles of the Man Man, the
peoples of Indo-China and
Malaya to build a new way of
lite for themselves.

My Irame-up is one with
the Depariment of Justice's
development of a core of paid
perjurers, finger men of the
type of Harvey Matusow and
Manning Johnson, who for pay
will swear the defenders of
democracy to years of im-
prisonment, if not to death as
Reminglon was sentenced.

“The defeat of those who
imprisoned me emphasizes the
invincible might of the people.
Today there are men who sit
on the Bench who are alarmed
al the seeming impunity with
which the miniong of Brownell
flout Constitutional lberties
and violate suobstantive and
procedural law. Those men will
support the Bill of Rights if
the people are mobilized for
action. My freedom indicates
the power of the people. It
must strengithen all Americans
who love their country and
hate its enemies at home and
abroad. The decizive task we
face iz the mobilization of the
people,

“Let ms move to free Bem
Davis and his colleagues, to
secure the travel righis of Paul
Robeson and Dr. DuoBais, ie
end jim-crow and segregalion
now, to wipe racism from the
boundaries of our beloved land
and introduce domestic tran-
quillity based upon respeci for
human dignily.

“Let us ald in the fight to
bring peace to the world and
thus identify ourselves with
the best there is in mankind,

“Thanks again. I remain
sineerely yours."”

Y G

wil




I By JEROME RUSH

| M R A—Dr. Frank Buch-

man's Moral Re-Armament
Movement—although not g new
movement is now rapidly ex-
panding its setivity. Under the
slogans of ethical absclutism
and nter-racial harmony, M.
R. A. provides a forum where
Iyncher and lynched, colonial
oppressor. and oppressed, bosas
and worker, Wall Bireelt mag-
nate and trade union leader
may meet together and talk
of *“love, henesty, unselfish-
ness and purity.”

The movement iz particularly
enxious to make inroads among
the organizations and leaders
of the Negro nations and peo-
ples of Africa and the United
Biates. A few prominent Ne-
groes have joined M. R, A.-and
the magazine Color devoled an
entire issue to its activities In
Deeember, 1954,

M. R. A's annual Assembly,
beld each summer in Caux,
Bwitzerland, has in recent years
been attended' by many Afri-
can natlonal figures, particu-
larly from West Africa, The
1854 Assembly heard Kikuyu
speakers report on the success
of MR.A. In reconverting “mau
mau” adherents, and a South
African apologize for the re-
mistance of his people against
white ecomquest and enslave-
ment. \

Oificiol Support

Last year, a Moral Re-Arm-
ament team ioured Nigeria,
and conferencez were held in
Johannesburg, South Afriea,
In Lusaka, Northern HRhode-

= { o sia, with Governor Sir Gilbery
Rennie giving the opening
address. Two widely-publicized
MREA conferences were held
In the U5, in 1954, in Michi-
gin and In Washingion, D.C,
i Moral Re-Armament finds an
! open door and official sepport
{ In places where passporis are
ordinarily denied, conferences
suppressed and people’s leaders
persecuted and jalled. In con-
trast to other organizations
where money is scarce and In-
ternal Revenue apents prac-
tically members of Lhe book-
keeping staff, MR.A, publishes
no finaneisl statments and
makes mo budget reports, Iis
v annual expenditure in  the
Uniled States, however, has
been estimated by the New
n York Times at 31 million.
il
fl

M.R.A. proposes a relurn to
basic moral itruths, absoluie
purivy, unselfishness, love amnd
hinesiy Congentrating on in-
dividoal change as a precon-
dition o social progress, M.R.A.
perks the unily of all adherenis
fute a “patierm of leamwork
that will sl demeocracy io the
millions.” Tt opposes sirike ae-
tion and preaches labor-hus
iness collaboration. And, while
professing o rise above politi-
cal differences, anti-eommau-
nism b a2 dominant theme.

On this point, the Nigerian
newspaper Lagos Daily Service

which

{8/1/53) commented: “It 1=
noteworthy that in practically
every release issued by the
M.R.A, there is an implied at-
tack on Communizsm. How c¢an
the MRA convince indepen-
dent people that it iz not an
agent of Western Democracy if
it eontinues with such a poli-
¢y? Today 1t is someone re-
nouncing the Communist doc-
trine, Tomerrow it is another
swearing mnever aAgain to join
the Communist Party slmply
because he has
MRA Aszembly. We are not
Communist or fellow travelérs.
But we like to make sure that
the MR_.A. I= not being used
Indirectly to win the world Tor
the other side.’”

Supported Foscism

Frank Buchman, a Lutheran
minister and missionary from
Pennsburg, Pa., has been active
in cultist, religlous leadership
sineg the Twenty's, Moral Re-
Armament was founded at a
Switzerland conference in 1938,
and grew out of Buchman's
Oxford Group movement be-
gun in the Thirty's in Eng-
land. During this period, Buch-
man was an sdmirer of Nazi
Germany. "I thank Heaven for
a man like Adolph Hitler who
built & front line of defence
against the anti-Christ of
Communism." (N, Y. Werld
Telegram, 8/26/36),

Buchman's political activity
then had pacifist overtones ar-
guing apainst English-Ameri-
ean particlpation in the de-
veloping anti-fascist interna-
tional coalition, and his role

altended an &

MORAL REARMAMENT
'A Solution

Solves Nothing’

was widely recognized then as
giving support to the aims and
policies of the fascist powers,

MNow, Dr, Buchhman's speech-
e5 are carried here by the Co-
Jumbia Broadcasting System,
gbroad by the World Wide
Broadeasting Corp. and Radlo
Free Europe, anid reprinted in
the New York Times (6/14/54)
by a "group of citizens repre-
senting both management and
labor.™

African Criticism

MRA's African program,
however, is meeting with in-
creasing opposition; for free-

dom movements are nok =0

Afrlea with 1tz 130 milllon Af-
rieans and iig 10 million whites,
it seemed to me lopsided not
to have one member of the
black races either on the stage
or in the audience. But then,
the chairman ecarefully ex-
plained that MRA. with its
moial absolules "-,‘7 honesty,
purity, unselfishness and love
‘diesn't mean mixing of the
races. . . . the very thought!”
{(Fighiing Talk, May, 19554},

The West African Stndents
Tnion in London has alio
Eiticized M RA. Its Newsleiter
9/53) declared: "To many
European workers the role of
the MR.A. Group, with its pa-
latial Headguarters in Caux, in
eplitting workers' wunily and
damping their fights against
the emplovers is very well
known. Today the MRA. is
becoming more active in Af-
rica to play the same role of
diverting the African patriots
in their strugele® for juslice
and freedom.™

“Agents aond Spies”

“WE DON'T WANT YOU!™ 1s
the flaming headline of the
Ghana Evening News, (6/22/54)
This Gold Coast paper editorl-
alizeg, “They appear o be Loo

much more concerned abent
‘changing the hearis’ of Afri-
eans over here than changing
the hearis of those who are
responsible for the continued
enslavements of millions, the
minrdérous hombing of Africans
in Eenya or South Afrean
paratheid, the indecent expo-
sure and ill-treatment of South
Africans in ihe jails of Malan
and the pontinued East-West
cold war in which we are nof
interested! . . . Down with Meo-
ral Hearmament! Away with
imperialist agenils and inlers
national spies!™

The Gold Coast Ashantd
Sentimal (7/6/54) also com-
mented on MRA. “What we
need is o change from poverly,
want and disease to prosperity,
plenty and health. . . . Tell the
M.R.A. agents therefore to go
back to Ltheir American and
British homes to change their

Imperialist povernments be-
fore they come here,
This eriticlsm of MRA. 1s

very much
shounld  be
handful

o the poini, and
instructive to the
of U.8, Neproes who

have bepun to look to MRA,
for an answer to their prob-
lems, It is g “solution which
solves mothing"

swWar'

easily diverted from their path,

In South Africa, Advanee
the now banned progressive
weekly, described MRA. az

“the ‘solution’ that solves noth-
Ing."” And Dan Toome, the pro-
minent South African people's
leader, wrote that MR.A, iz a
formula for geiting the op-
pressed Lo submit Lo Lheir fate,
without struggle. . . . Afrieans
will ask why M.KR.A. has no
answer to any of the problems
of poverty, misery, unemploy- °
ment and war, but restricts
itsell o aeting as a weapon in
American Capitalism's ‘rcold
against so-called ‘eom-
munism."

M. A's inter-raciai pretons-
es, also are mnot altopelther
convinelng. The Soulh African
drama critic, Cecil Williams, in
reviewing a performance Jast
vear by one s«of the MRA's
theatrical touring teams, com-
mented: “For a crusading
group whose aim it is to ‘save’
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cuss the four

LAST YEAR in Caux, Switzerland, people

e
fram all paorts

“absolutes”: purity, unselfishness, truth and love.

A StDI‘Y

for

Children:

Charles
W.
Chestnutt

First Negro

Nowelist

Long ago in the days of slavery, one
of the favorite pastimes of the slaves was
story-telling. In the evenings after the
long hours of work, they would gather
together and tell stories sbout life on the
plantations, or stories about the little ani-
mals of the fields and woods,

MNow some of these stories were sad,
and some were very funny. Often in the
stories about animals, the slaves would
describe the little creatures as if they
talked and acied like people. Some of the
stories were very good, but the slaves
couldn’t put them into books becanse the
slave owners didn't allow them to read
or write,

But about 15 or 20 vears after the
Civil War a man was able to write down
stories that were very much like the
slaves' sltories.

Hiz name was Charles Wadell Chest-
nutt,. He was born during slavery in
1£54. He was born free because his
mother and father were free and they
lived in Cleveland, Ohio.

While Charles Chestnutt was a boy he
heard many of the old stories which the
slaves had passed on to each other. He
heard them from his mother and father,

and from their friends who remembered
slavery.

When Chestnutt grew up he became a
lawyer and a teacher and then a prin-
cipal. Ome day when he was in Nerth
Carolina, where he went to teach, he de-
cided that he would also like to make up
stories,

This was during a time, very much
like today, when the men who ewned the
magazines and the book publishing com-
panies didn't like steories or articles in
their books or magazinez which made
Negroes seem like very servious or worth-
while people.

So, just as the slaves had done,
Charles Chestnutt wroie stories that very
often siarted off as if they were just
funny tales. But just before the stories
finished it would turn out that the slaves
were neither Toolish nor dumb—and had
outwitted some wicked person,

Then Charles Chesinutt decided that
he would like to write much longer stories
about the life in the South and 50 he be-
gan to. write novels which became very
popular. :

Today, Charles Chestnutt's book and
stories are as good as ever, and he is well
remembered as the first Negro novelist,
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of the
world gathered in the polatial heodquorters of M. R. A, to dis-




A Conversation
From Life
By Alice Childress

Hi Marge! It's béen a long
time but you Enow how it is
when you're out there makin’
a livin'. The wind is high and
the money iz low and every
first of the month the mail-
man drops letters with win-
dows on them in my mail box
.. . ¥es girl! Bills! ¥You pour
the coffee. anfl. I'll bring vou
up to date on whails goln' on.

¥You know thizs is the time
of year that we get to talkin’
about Negro History. Well now!
There you go startin’ a argu-
ment before I even sit down.
What do you mean vou don't
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HISTORY IN
THE MAKING

believe in mo MNegro History
week or month? . . . Of course
it should be all wyear round
and of course everybody's his-
tory should be in the school
books buf I'm talkin® about
what i= and not about what
should be! So6 now we are
agreed on that!

But what gets me is the his-
tory that we are makin' right
now. Doesn't it plve you a
funny feelin” when you notice
that when one of our folks
get a job it headline news?
Well for an instance Miss
Marian Anderson made a long

‘A little sustenence ;

Year after year, as we continue to publish FREEDOM, we've
becomie accustomed to our hand to mouth existence.

Yet,

we've never been able to accustom ourselves ta tha

constant appeals and demands we've been forced to make upon
our readers in order to put the means of publishing inte our

hands first.

We refer, of course, to the appeals for opeérating funds and

the demands for subscriptions,

But the other day, while re-reading Walt Whitman's poetry
We came across one of his poems that enabled us to look upon
this distasteful job with less distaste and more relish.

It's called “To a Rich Giver."™

and we hope it stirs FREEDOM

readers to renew thelr subscriptions, obtain new subs, and send

badly needed funds.

What you give me I cheerfully accept,
A little sustenance, a hut and a garden, g little money, as
I rendezvous with my poems,

A traveler's lodging and breakfast as T journey through
the States — why should I be ashamed to own such gifts?

why to advertize for them?

For I myself am not one who vbestows nothing upon man

and troman,

For I bestow upon any man or woman the entrance to all

the gifts of the universe.
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overdue appearance at - the
Metropolitan Opera . House
lately and it broke the head-

lines everywhere hecause shea
was the first Negro to . ever .
sing  there . . . and hers we

are spang in the middle of the
Twentieth Century and people
are talkin® abount rocketin® to
the moon. It strikes me that
we oughta be working steady
pretty much everywhere if we

have reached the point of
workin' “out of this world” so
to speak.

Oh I s0 long to see the day
when Our doctors, lawyers, fac-
tory workers and politicians
will be able to work and serve
the American public as a mat-
ter of course. Every time I
pick up the paper I see some-
body pettin’ a plague for bein'
the first Negro to work here
or there . . . and all too often
they are also the last. An-
other thing when one of our
folk gets a job . . . be it play-
in" baseball or prizefightin® or
what have you .. . we are al-

ways told that ther are rep-

resentin®  the “'race” - To my
way of thinkin® thats wrong
They look to me like real

talented people making a liv-
Ing at something they are well
suited for.

I mnever hear any stories
about white actors and ath-
letes representinge their race,
It seems to me that the peo-
ple’s representatives should be
in Congress and in the White
House and in the Senate

Another thing I notice iz a
lot of our folk pleadin’ for
civil - rights on the grounds
that segrepgation and jim-crow
gives - some other - countries
propaganda to use against our
country. Now I ask yvou, when
all is Peace . . . what grounds
will the folks plead on then?
I think working for o livin'
and enjoyin® freedom 1s a right
guarantesed -us by the law. of
the land and some folk are
breakin' . the law by  heldin’
back on our rights,

Yes Marge, plvin® full credit
to all the pood souls who fipht
the pood ficht to make a job
openin® here and there
and I do hope they continue
to do 30 . . . I long for the
day when it will not be news
for us to work anvwhere . ..
s5peak anywhere . . . ride any=
where . . hold public office
or do any of the things tha$
all American cliizens are by
law entitled to do.

When that day comes you
will look in a newspaper and
read announcements abouk
anyboady appearing anywhera
and your only comment will
be, “Oh my, isn't -that nice; L
sure want to see that” . . .. and
all this huffing and pufling
and blowing will be past .
and . if you want to- -know.any-
thing- about. how . things were
in our time yvou'll have.to look
in a book to find out.. . . be-
eause that's what History s
.7 » the things behind us tha
made the present. Thank you,
I will have some coffee,

White Advocates of Negro Freedom
Continue Tradition of John Brown

By VICKI GARYIN

Today a fighting and cliosely-
knit Negro people are pressing
forward to complete all the
unfinished equal rights busi-
ness tabled with the defeat of

the Reconstruction govern-
ments,

A siriking feature of this
crusade is that the “John

Henrys" of the fight for equal-
ity do mot siruggle alone: in-
creasingly they are joined by
“John Browns"” adding their
blows against the walls of Jim
Crow.

. As this gnity of Negro and
white fighters for a democratic
America develops, it strikes
fear Into the hearts of men
in high places in povernment
and Industry.

Costly Adventure
What to do about it .then?
Put a price on the heads of
the “John Browns!” Make ad-
vocacy of Negro freedom—if
not a crime—at least a costly
adventure!

And so the history of the
past years is marked by some
outstanding examples of white
Americans who have been will-
ing to pay the price for ad-
voracy of the constitutional
rights of Negroes.

® Maurice Travis, secrefary-
treasurer of the International
Mine, Mill & Smelter Workers
Union, brutally ailacked in
Bessemer, Alabama, in 1M8
during a trade union struggle
with a lily-white Steelworkers
local to preserve a genuinely
democratic union of Negro and
white workers, almeost paid
with his life, and lost an eye.

# Professor Lee Lorch, who
fought against Jim Crow hous-
ing by turning over his apart-
ment in New York's Stuy-
vesant Town to the first Negro
family to live there, was sub-
sequently penalized with the
loss of his teaching post at
the City College, In 1950, Lorch
was welcomed to the staff of
Fisk University, but recently
the 99 per cent lily-white
trustee board decided to drop
him. As Negro parents wers
escorting their children to for-
merly lily-white schools, Lorch
sued the Tennessee Board of
Education to admit his daugh-
ter to an all-Negro school

This action "angered many of
the members of the board of
trustees.”

& The dﬂignet of persecu-
tion of decent whites has ex-
tended even to  the courts,

Judge Wailtes Waring of the
Federal District Court in South

¢ ol
MISS GARVIN

Carolina commilied the un-
pardonable ‘crime” of joining
the forces of progress when he
ruled against all-white pri-
maries. Today, in retirement,
he has been osiracized by for-
mier colleagues,

¢ Carl and Anne Braden,
the courageous white couple
in Loulsville, Kentucky, broke
the unwritten law by selling
their home in a white com-
munity to Mr. and Mrs: Andrew
Wade, a Negro family. The
Wades * were bombed and
forced to move, On Decémber
13, 1954, Carl Braden was
found “gullty"” of sedition, and
has been sentenced to 15 years
in prisomn.

Yiclence—A "Last Resort”

The most dangerous exten-
sion of these repressive at-
tempts to enforce the separa-
tion of MNegro and white peo-
ple, the better to exploit them,
Iz the McCarthyite movement
now underway, spearheaded by
the misnamed National Asso-
clation for the Advancement
of White People, the American
States Rights Asosciation and
the Citlzens’ Councils, substi-
tutes for the infamous Ku
Klux Klan.

These hate groups are well-

financed and in many in-
stances led by prominent men,
Jeff Williams, member of the
Missizsippi  House of Repreé-
sentatives, and vice-president
of the State Veterans of For-
eipn Wars, spread the Cltizens
Couneils from his state to Ala-
bama. Alming to maintain
segregation at all costs, the
Councils claim not to believe
in violence—'except possibly
az a last resort”™

Democracy’s Counterattack

But the real patriots of the
United States will not be stam-
peded into viclence, mor will
they surrender their herltage
of struggle s0 easily.

@ Attorney Vincent F, Kil-
born, former State Senator im
Alabama, has said,: “One rea=
son I oppose this thing is that
I happen to be a Catholic, If
this group can do this to &
MNegro, they can do it to & Jew
«» - & Catholic ., , ., a Baptist,
and seon .. . to anybody.”

® The American Civil Lib=
erties Union i3 jolning the de-
fense in the Braden case. Ser=-
eral denominational alliances
are beginning to face up ta
the -issue of discrimination
against Negroes.

& Undaunied, the TUnited
Packinghounse Workers Union,
CID, is stepping up iis pro-
gram for Negro rights in the
South by proceeding with
plans for an anil-discrimina-
tion conference in Atlanta,
Ga., this month,

® Despite the failure of
President Eisenhower for the
second consecutive year to in-
clude a single recommendation
for civil rights legislation in
his annual message to Con-
gress, the Megro people joined
by labor are pursuing the fight
for FEPC in many localities.

Guarantee of Progress

Today's challenge, as we ap-
proach the threshold of far=
reaching changes, is addressed
in the main to American white
workers, to defeat the Wwhite
supremacists in their domestie
and forelgn policies, to rise
more hoeldly in support of Ne=
gro rights, and In so doing te
help guarantee their own sur-
vival- and opportunity te
progress,
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