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Dear Reader:

- The entire stafr of FREE—
DOM wishes to thank you for
your concern and patience
during the past ‘few months.
FREEDOM was forced to sus-
pend publication due to both
technical and financial rea-
sons,

However, with this January
issue, we are proud to present
the new FREEDOM. The new
FREEDOM represents a reor-
ganized staff and a reorgan-
izéd format. But more than
it offers new FREEDOM
look through the ‘paper this
month you will find:

1. A thumbnail sketch of a
great leader in Africa’s fight
for ~ freedom, prepared by
John H. Clarke.

HARLEM TENANTS
LIVE IN DREAD OF . ..

" . Death by fire!

You live in an overcrowded,
filthy Harlem tenement. To-
night you went to sleep cold
as usual, a bathrobe and top-
coat thrown over a too-thin
blanket,. your body pressed

hard against the mattress. in a -

vain effort to force out a little
heat.

The children sleep tﬁtful]y,
for the penetrating cold reach-
es their bones, too—the three
girls huddled together in the
bed in their narrow room,
Junior on a couch across- the
room from Mom and Dad.

Finally sleep comes.

Then you are awake again,
slowly, drowsily at first; but
soon fully frightfully awake.
Now it is no longer cold. The
sensation is one of oppressive,
overwhelming heat. Breath
comes with difficulty and the
eyes smart from smoke,

Blazing Inferno

The clang of bells, the shrill
sound of voices reach you from
the street below. The brain re-
sponds, the lips cry out, “Fire!l
Oh, my God—my children!
Fue”'

You lunge for the children’s
room, but a burst of flame con-
sumes the door and stands be-
tween wyou and the pitiful,
shrieking voices on the other

side.

_“My Baby!" Turning to Jun-

— jor, you find him crawling in

fire, You clutch him to your
breast, “stumble and sprawl
against the burning overstuffed
armchair. Feebly, futilely now,
you reach for the flaming
tongues which mock you from
the window.

You don’t realize it any more,
but your hair is a blazing mass,
your feet are scorched, your
nighfgown is a flaming gar-
ment peeling off your skin and
frying your flesh. You mnever
knew the body could stand
such pain. The room is an in-
ferno. You try to cry, “Dear
God!” but your tongue is stilled
forever.

10,000 Complaints

Tomorrow your name will be
in the newspapers for the first
time since you were born. The
papers will say, “FAMILY OF
SIX PERISH IN HARLEM
FIRE” and an editor will as-
sign a .writer to tell how you
died and another fo prepare a
series of articles on the hous-

A biographical skefch of
f Negro elected to Congress
during the - Reconstruction
period.

3. A cultural page with a
splendid -article on Negroes
in opera. This page will be a
regular FREEDOM feature
with articles and discussion
‘of the Negro in the arts.

While we bring these and
other dynamic @ additions te
FREEDOM, we maintain our
regular features such as.the
lively Conversation from Life
by Alice Childress, and Paul
Robeson’s indispensable mes-
sage.

- More Readers Needed

FREEDOM will be specifically
designed to reflact the March
of the American Negro for full

by fire
ing situation in Harlem.

What is that situation?

In the  first - eleven months
of 1954 there were more than
10,000 complaints of no heat
in Harlem. At 1760 Madison
Ave. tenants have been with-
out gas for one year. At 67 E.
128th St. there has been

neither heat nor hot water
during the entire winter.

Absentee Landlords

New York Cilty :has more
than 500,000 old-law tenement
buildings, built  before 1900,
and Harlem has more than
its share. Hemmed into the
ghetto, preyed upon by big ab-
sentee landlords, most of Har-
lem’s half-million Negroes are
crammed up in houses that
should have been replaced
long ago. And 100,000 room-

{Contirued on Page 8)

taking a
new look

By PAUL ROBESON

REETINGS and a  Happy
New Year for us all—a
year wnen we must do every-
thing in our power to insure
future years
of human ex-
istence itself.
We struggle
for our chil-
dren, to see
that they go
to- decent un-
segregated
schools, that
they have
new opportun-
ities, that we
‘have jobs which bring suf-
ficient income to support our
families. We fight for human
dignity, for full citizenship.
But the people must have
a world in which to live.

So as we read ol crises in
the French Assembly; as we
see attempts to restore Ger-
man fascism; as we see heads
of foreign states visit our

=~ {Continued on Page 2) .

Build the New Freedom:

freedom. It will also reflect the
relation of the fight of the
American Negro to that of his
African brothers and sisters

- and to the fight of the colored

peoples of the world for peace
and democracy.

Through this issue we hope
to stimulate a wider reader-
ship, And -we call upon you,
who  have already shown_your
loyalty and affection for
FREEDOM to help. :

Freedom Associates in Har-
lem has already undertaken a
subscription drive with 4 goal
of 1000 subs during January
and February, How about it?
Won't you 'pledge at least five
subs for January?

And as you think . aboui
whom: you will see for a sub,
also think - about the mnew

FREEDOM. We want and need
your comments on articles. We
want and mneed your sugges-
tions as to issues and activities
FREEDOM should - cover.

Mew Year's Gift

Needless to say, the new
FREEDOM is born with a pre-
carious financial
and immediate future. But it
is a confident birth for we be-
lieve that our readers will
bitech in and build FREEDO’M
strong and sturdy.

We urge that you make a
New Year’s Gift to your paper
in order that the many special
issues we plan for the imme-
diate future will reach you on
time and-in a scope’ we Ieel
sure you will like.

And as we ask for your New
Year’s Gift, we'd like to let

background

Harlem Readers Set Goal
Of One Thousand Subs In
January - February Drive

you in on- the- confenis ol a
few of the special issues. com-
ing your way scon. The Feb-
ruary iSsue will bring you a -
special - Negro History Weelk
edition.  Following that, thers
will be a special edition deal-
ing  with the progress. made
since the desegtegation ruling
of the United States Supreme
Court. There's also to be a spa-
cial edition on Africa and m

special labor edition around
Labor Day.
S0, dear reader, we hape

that you enjoy this, the firsé
issue of your new FREEDOM.
We -urge you to order addi-

tional = copies to circulate
among friends - in  order te
bring them . also into fthe

FREEDOM family. We wili de
our best.. We know we cam
count on you.
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School edict in danger unless U.S. cries:

By DOXEY A. WILKERSON

It should now be clear to all
that we have a hard fight on
our hands to implement the
Supreme Court’s ruling against
segregated schools. Desegrecra-
tin can be won only through
massive democratic pressure by
the 2g1ro  people and. their
allies—and the struggle cannot
be confined to the courts.

Any illusions that mere Court
declarations of “The ITaw”
would bring compliance should

have been thoroughly shattered }

by the agpgressive counter-of-

fensive launched by the forces §

of Jim Crow reaction,

The Initially successful steps
toward
Milford, Delaware; Baltimore
Maryland; and Washington,

D.C., were disrupted by hood- *=

lum racist attacks organized by
Bryant Bowles and his phony
National Association for the
Advancement of White People.
Bowles is a conscious agent of
the Dixiecrats; and what hap-
pened in these border areas
was but a preliminary skirmish
in the great battle still to be
fought in the Deep South. Its
purpose was to “demonstrate”
that desegregation is “imprac-
tical,” and thus to deter forth-
right governmental action te
abolish segregated schools.

Farther to the South, pre-
parations are well advanced for
the battle to save Jim Crow.
South Carolina, Georgia and
Louisiana have adopted lawz
which authorize the turning of
public schools over to private
agencies if necessary to pre-
serve Jim Crow; and Mississippi
i1s on the point of adopting
similar legislation. Moreover,
lynch-terror is being organized
openly in the Soufh—most
notably by the “Citizens Coun-

integrated schools in |

s INTEGRATION?

cils® of Mississippi, which the
Negro people there have aptly

dubbed the ‘“‘Uptown Ku Klux

Klan.” Incidentally, it is neo
accident that the vicious and
inflammatory “Birth of A Na-
tion” film is just now being
resurrected for a new run in
the theatres of the country,

Maneuvers and Double-Talk

Against this background of
mob violence, legislative cir-
cumyvention and threats of
widespread lIynch-terror, the
maneuvers in the courts pro-
ceed on an ominous note. The
Supreme Court postponed the
scheduled December hearings
on implementing decrees. The
President of the United States
comforted the Dixiecrats by
saying, in effect, that he ex-
pects the Supreme Court some-
how to accommodate its rulings

to the anti-Negro seutlmcnt in
the South,

Integmtln NOW!

IT'S OK WITH US!

As everyone expected, the
Southern state governmenta
filed briefs urging the Supreme
Court to let them handle the
segregated schools question lo-
cally—and “gradually!” And as
many did not expect, the At-
torney General of the United
States filed a brief—after the
elections were over—which
adds up to essentially the same
thing.

I fear that much of the Ne-
gro press is ill-advised to greed
this Brownell brief as a pro-
gressive step. True, it includes
such fine-sounding statementa
as: “Racial segregation in pub-
lle schools Is unconstitutional
and will have to be terminated
as qulckly as feasible, resard-
less of how much it may be
favored by some people in the
community”; and “There cam
be no ‘local option’ on the
guestion which has now beem

(Continued on Page 6)
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As 1954 eame to a close the
nation was shocked by the im-
prisonment eof Carl _Braden,
Louisville, Ky., newspaperman,
on 2 charge of sedition. His
gentence was 15 years and a

$16,000 fine.

What was his crime? ‘The
prosecutor said in his appeal
to- the jury: sedition is ecom-
munism and eommunism is
sedition—that’s all you mneed
to know!

But - what was Braden’s
erime? What did he do?
Everybody in Louisville knew.
Braden had broken the un-
written law: he had helped a
Negro family move into an all-
white community?

It all began in the winter
of 1953-54 when Ahdrew Wade
IV, young veteran of World
War II, began to look for a
home of his own. He had a
wife, a two-year-old daughter
and another child on the way.

Hemmed In

Everywhere Wade turned the
answer was the same: no Ne-
groes allowed. He was hemmed
into the ghetto. Eventually he
turned to C€arl and Anne
Braden, a white couple who
were friends of his and asked
them to buy a house and turn
the deed over to him. The
Bradens did so.

FREEDOM . readers are no
doubt acqguainted with the fan=-
tastic sequence of events dur-
ing whiech Braden and four
other  white friends of the
Wades were arrested and Bra-
den eventually “eonvicted” of

{Continved from Puge 1)

shores; as we read of stirrings
among the ceolored peoples of
the earth, let us realize that
underlying all this is  the
struggle te achieve a livahie
world—a werld of many eul-
tures. and ways of life, living
in mutual peace and some
measure of understanding.

©Our preblems here at home
are complex and many-sided.
The great Supreme Court vie-
tery meves toward imple-
mentation only under great
difficulties. Seme Southern
states are passing laws to sub-
vert and evade the law of the
land. More ominous Is a kind
of girding ef loins in the Seuth
te ehallenge the very coneept
of equality -of our people in
this as yet imperfect demoe-
racy.

And to the solution of this
major preblem we must add
anether urgent and basic need,
our rights te decent homes in
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Freedom Associates
139 W. 125th St ‘New York 27, N. Y.
Phone: MOnument 6-8700
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2 FREEDOM

THE STORY BEHIND THE
LOUISVILLE FRAMEUP . . .

. deseribed as a

BEFORE THE ARREST: Anne and Carl Braden are shown with
their two children .in Louisville heme,

sedition.
Why? What’s behind
Louisville frame-up?

- Cheop Labor—Big Profits

It would seem an. impor-
tant part of the answer is to
be found in the fight which
Negroes and their white friends
have been waging to break the
Jim Crow employment pattern
in Leuisville, - and the deter-
mination of big business inter-
ests and their spokesmen  in
city government to keep things

aliy communify. This gees to

the heart of the school prob-
lems of our children.

the

New Look Required

Recently there have been
some refreshingly frank ar-
ticles in our press ehallenging
the leading forees in Negro
life to take a new look at their
peosition. A yeung jeurnalist,
William Worthy, warns us all
In the October *“Crisis” that
we  cannot blindly support a
foreign pelicy which seeks te
restore a fascism based upon
the idea of racial inferiority, a
Ekind of super-international Ku
Klux Klanism; a foreign pol-
fey whieh vetes to support the
rankest kihd of imperialistie
contrels in Afriea, in the Car-
ibbean, in Latin America.

A liberal weekly, “The Na-
tion,” has just deveted an en-
tire issue to the qguestion, “Is
the Free Weorld — Free?”-

On every editorial page of
the - Negro press there is
mounting alarm at govern-
ment policies in relation te
darker peoples aeross the many
seas. In discussing what 1is
“shift” in
American foreign policy, a
leading Pittsburgh “Courier”
columnist observes:

“In this shift there have
been two distinet losses. The
first is the ideelogical war-
fare for the minds of the
bundreds of millions of peo-
ple whe are either non-self-
governing or who have just
lately gained their freedem.
Fhese people are to be found
in ¥ndia, Afriea, China and
the Middle East.

“The fight fer men’s minds

the way they are.

As in mest Seuthern cities,
Negrees are exeluded from preo-
duction jobs in Leuisville's in-
dustries. The one notable ex-
ception is the International
Harvester plant. In'1946 Inter-
national Harvester acquired a
plant eriginally built for war
production - from Defense
Plants, Inec., and moved in to
~make tractors.

The - management dreamed
the wsual dream of cheap
Southern labor, of extra prof-

ook at t

has been lost te the Soviet
Unien. We have ringed that
country with cireles of steel,
but within our defense lines
we have - included wmillions
who doubt and sometimes
hate us. .

“Then there arg millions
of people ., distributed
ever hundreds of thousands
of square miles within our
life line.” Their aspirations
have in part been blocked
by our hew policy eof sup-
porting their oppressers. .. .

“The United States is in a
eruel peosition, In the belief
that she is following self
interest, she is opposing
forces ®f history which die-
tate that today man will net
submmit to be governed by
foree and vielence frem im-
perialistic countries.”

Freedom Is Indivisible

Similar ebservations flow frem
the pens of ether Negreo col-
umnists. They begin to see
mere elearly that a  foreign
poliey based upon the enslave-
ment of colored peoples points
clearly to keeping Negroes in
the United States firmly “in
line.”

Lands o! free colored peo-
ples represented im wofld
couneils, in the Upnited Na-
tions, hasten . our freedom.
Their oppression, by American
interests, certainly augurs ill
for our future.

Freedoms e¢an be won. They
can alse be taken away. Owur
history since 1863 is clear proef
of that. We suppesedly were
freed in 1863; yet we: are still
loeking for some measure of
full freedem by 1963, a hun-

* of militant

he wor

its based on splitting Negro
and white workers and ex-
ploiting them both te the hijlt.
But it reckoned witheut a band
union erganizers,
repersentative of the Farm
Equipment - United Eleeirieal
Workers (Ind.), who eon the
basis of united action ef Negro
and white workers foreed the
company to hire Negrees in
production and in skilled ec-
eupations. :

Maids and Janitors

Now the “runaway shop”
meovement is turning to Louis-
ville as a' haven. Two hiuge
plants are being built by two
giant corperations, Ferd’s and
General Electric.

Thege plants wili eventually

hire. 30,000 workers.: Where
will they eome from? First,
one would think, from.the un-
employed. Negreoes, who are 17
per: cent eof the city's popu-
lation, make up 75 per cent of
the jobless. : ;

But neo. According 1o the
plan of the industrial tycoons,
white workers frem outside
the city are brought in while
Negroes vainly seareh for jobs.

For example, 5,000 workers
are now employed at the GE
appliance . plant, only 150 ef
them Negroes. A ‘handful eof
production jobs weré ‘wen as a
result of a ecampaign led by
the ‘Louisville Chapter eof the
National Negro Labor Ceouneil,
but most of the Negro:' em-
ployees are -janitors.

A majority of employvees at
the plant are women, but enly

Q~E,EDO

dred years later.

If an American in high gev-
ernment, - financial eor indus-
trial position, talks about
keeping the black and brown
African workers in their place
in Seuth African wuranium,
gold and eopper mines, if he
supporis a Malan or his sue-
cessor, then you can bet he’ll
do the same to iron ore miners
in Alabama; and he’ll support
the Dixiecrats. For that mat-
ter, he’ll dish out the same
treatment to white miners in
Montana or -dock workers in
San Francisco.

Coleniclism Retards MNegro

If ‘he ecallously destroys
Independence movements in
Guatemala and British Gui-
ana, he'll try to shut yeu up
in Mississippi and Georgia—
yes, even in New York., ¥ yeou
utter the words “full freedem”
too -loud he says, “Yeowll get
as much freedom as I'm pre-
pared to give you!” And that
is not muech.

If lives of Afrieans and West
Indians are lightly regarded
te gain prefits for American

_the eity the pattern
_clusion

No Jobs for Negroes!

3 or 4 are Negro women—and

all of them, maids.

Take ,the Ford 'Motor ¢€o.
They already have an assem~
bly plant in Louisville employ=-
ing 2,000 workers. Only six of
these are Negroes, all of them
janitors.

Militant Unity Is Key

The people of Louisville. are
faced with an impeortant
choice, for themselves and for
the nation. Will the new “run-
away” shops further rivet; on
of ex-
of Negroes from . in-
dustry and low wage scales
and weak unions for whites?
Or will a militant campaign
such as has been conducted
at Interpational Harvester ex-
tend this limited beachhead
of economic  opportunity
throughout the eity and deep-
er into the South?:

In the answer to-this gues-
tion will also be found the key
to unlock the jail docrs behind
which Car]l Braden is locked.
For Braden was chosen as a
scapegoat for reaction, to di-
vert attention from the right-
ful demands of Louisville Ne-
grees; and as a warning te all

whites that their willingness to .
- fight sincerely for equalily in

employment, housing, or any
other field, may land them be-
hind bars as “seditionists.”

Exactly that foree which is

needed to crack the Jim Crow
hiring traditien in Louisville

is also needed to free Carl,

Braden.

corpeorations, no ene cares
much abeout lives lest in fire
traps in Harlem. If one e¢an
order Africans to be shot dewn
for striking he eertainly will
net stop at ordering the bomb-
ing of eelored homes in Cicero
and Trumbell Park, Illinois,
and Louisville; Kentucky.

The same firms which re-
fuse higher wages to weorkers
here at home in, major in-
dustries ean do so because of
inordinate profits squeezed

from workers in semi-colenial

and colonial lands.

What Side Are You On?

An Asian-African conference
of major significance
proaches. Ceonvening in Indo-
nesia in April it will include
India, the Chinese
Republie, Indonesia,  Burma,
the new Republic of North
Viet Nam, and African states-
men from /‘the Gold Coast
(Ghana), Ethiopia and Liberia,
as well as spokesmen from
other lands. Thirty nations
have been invited.

These peoples mean feo have
their freedom, their “day in
the sun.” They insist on de-
terming the future of Asia and
Afriea in Asia and Africa, not
in the Pentagon Building. De
we Negro people support them
or their former, present and
wounld-be .exploiters?
we must understand and sup=
port them as they meove to-

ward full national freedom and

dignity. o
All the best. And, again,
Happy New Year. Each and

every ene of us can do a lot
more than we did in ’54 to
make certain that it is happy.
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In Election Gains Shows Need for

MORE UNITED ACTION

F By THELMA DALE

I

“in

The struggle of the Negro
people to achieve the idegree of
political representation - wen
during the Reconstruction Pe-
riod 91 years ago, met with
mixed results in the 1954 elec-
tions, /

Despite some serious losses

representation in Ohio,
Pennsylvania and Massachu-
setts, Negro candidates elected
show a net gain over election
results in recent years. In gen-
eral the gains were won where
maximum unity and deter-
mination of Negroes to win
representation had been built
through years of political ae-
tion joined with the fisht for
jobs, civil rights, housing or
other crucial needs.

Thus Charles Diggs goes to
Washington at least a partial
heir to the magnificent cam-
paigns of Detroit’'s Negroes to
break Jim Crow in housing
and in the Detroit Common
Council, on the Board of Edu-
cation and on the various
courts. Rev. Raphus Means,
who lead the successful fight
to-crack Jim Crow in the New-
ark, N. J. City Council, last
Ma,y, was elected Freeholder of
Essex County in November,

Similarly, the Maryland vic-

tories are afttributable in no

small part to the splendid but
unsuccessful campaigns to
elect Negroes to Congress, to

the State Legislature and to
the Baltimore City Council in
recent years. An important
feature of the Maryland elec-
tion was the mnon-partisan
unity achieved around the
“coalition ticket” developed in
the Negro community (over
“downtown” party-boss opposi-
tion) which included both the
Negro Republican candidates,
the Negro Democrat who won,

and a white Democrat, among

others.

Party Lines Crossed

Although much has been
made of the fact that Negroes
voted three to one or better in

most areas for Democrats, an.

analysis of the vote indicates
that there was much crossing
of party lines where Negro and
other . minority ' group candi-
dates were run. In California,
Edward Roybal, Mexican-
American City Councilman of
Los Angeles, although Ilosing
his bid for Lt. Governor of the
State, ran ahead of his entire
Democratic ticket. His cam-
paign and that of Horace V.
Alexander, Independent Pro-
gressive candidate for Secre-
tary .of State, won major sup-
port from California voters, in-
cluding important sections of
labor and the Negro people for
the principle of minority rep-
resentation at the state-wide
level.

In New York, Ralph Powe,

Negro Congressman, Elected in Alabama
During Reconstruction, Fougﬂ’:‘i For and Weo.

5

In Alabama, after the Civil
War, three Negro congressmen
were elected and served one
term each. One of them was
James T. Rapier. L Y

~ Rapier was born in Florence,
Alabama, in 1839. He was
secretly taught to read as a
child and sent by his father

to Monftreal College in Canada

as a young man, Later he
sailed to Scotland to attend
the University of Glasgow.

When he returned to Ala-

~ bama, the Civil War had been

SHERIFF WILLIS McCALL . .

American Labor Party candi-

date for Comptroller, also led -

his tickef, in a vigorous cam-
paign to open the deor for the

Phillipe -Torres, the lone rep-
resentative of the Puerto Rican
people in the Legislature was
Te-elected and six Negro can-

future election of a Negro to ¢ didates won elections to fll

state-wide office.

Some important local vic-
tories were achieved in several
states and Hawaii by Negro
eandidates. Most notable is the
end to Jim Crow in the Mary-
land Legislature for the first
time in history with the elec-
tion of Atty. Harry A. Cole
(Rep.) to the State Senate and
Truly Hatchetf (Dem.) and
Emory Cole (Rep.) to the
House of Delegates.

In Wisconsin, the lone Negro
in the State Legislature, Isaac
N. Coggs, was re-elected and
joined by twe addifional vic-
tors: Walton B. Stewart and
Cecil Brown Jr,, all Democrats.

Negro Women -Victors

Michigan's Negro delegation
in the State Legislature was
increased from five to six in
the State House and the one
Negro woman in the Senate
was also re-elected. A Negro
was also elected to the Lansing
City Council.

In New York Mrs. Bessie
Buchanan was elected the first
Negro woman to the State As-
sembly and Thomas Dickens
was elected to the New York
City Court, breaking its tra-
ditional lily-white character.

Adoption of

Civil
fought and won. All over the
South freed Negroes were meet-
ing in People’s- Conventions,
and the Alabama Convention
was held in Mobile. This was
1867 and Alabama was fram-
ing a new constitution. The old
one had been devised by slave-
masters.

Rapier was elected to the
Alabama Convention to help
write the new constitution. On
one occasion he rose on the
convention®' floor to argue for
inclusion of a clause stating
specifically, “The right to vote

ol jim crow

Rights Law

is opeh to all men regardless

of color.” The clause was over-
whelmingly voted into the
constitution, and this was the
first time that an Alabama
constitution bere 'any such
democratic provision.

Frames Party Program

A state Republican Party
convention was held in Mont-
gomery and Rapier attended
as a delegate. In writing the
state party program, Rapier

. and other advanced  delegates

called for a free press, free

stitute a majority

seats previously held by Ne-
groes, including one seat in the
State Senate.

Among other significant
“firsts” was the election . of

Mrs. Wililam Hale to Hawail's ™

Territorial Legislature, Fred W.
Martin te the Hot Springs, Ark.
City Council, and Virgil Reade
to the Paterson, N. J. City
Council.

Although these results seem
impressive, the fact is that
significant break - throughs
were only registered in 1954 in
some five states out of 48.

South Still Unrepresentative.

The South, where the ma-
jority of the Negro people live,
is still totally unrepresented
in Congress or in the wvarigus
state legislatures, with the ex-
ception of Maryland and Ken-+
tucky. And indeed, at least
three states in the South in
1954 voted in measures that
will make the fieht for Negro
representation more difficult
in the future (Miss, Ga. & La.)

What then is required fo
achieve full representative gov-
ernment for all the people and
particularly for the 15 million
Negroes in. the country?

First and foremost is the
fight for greatly increased reg-

p;ublic schools and equal poli-
tical and civil rights for all.

Because of his work in the
Constitutional and Republican
conventions, Rapier was nomi-
nated as a candidate for the
United States Congress. His
candidacy was sponsored’ in
the Alabama second district,
where today Negroes still con-
in most
counties.

Rapier’s opponent was a for-
mer Confederate colonel. Rap-
ier was voted into office by an
almost 3,000 vote margin. *

In Congress Rapier worked
hard for a eivil rights bill
which . would give Negroes
equal rights in public parks,
restaurants, in transportation,
and all public facilities.

“Either I am a man or I am
not &4 man,” Rapier told the

HE'S A HARD MAN TO PLEASE

By JANICE HAWKINS

Old Jim Crow is a funny
bird.

Sometimes he makes your
blood so hot you could walk
right up to him and try to
throttle him even if he were
ringed with lions.

Then, sometimes, the situa-
tions he makes folks get into
are so ridiculous that you won-
der why anybody would put
up with him at all.

Again, you're sore, but you
want to laugh at the same time
—and maybe, if you had a soft
spol: in your heart, .you could

feel a little sorry, too, for the
folks involved. e

That’s how you feel when
you read abouft Allen and
Laura Platt and their seven
children, newcomers to Mt.
Dora, Florida.

Allen Platt, the father, was
having a hard time making a
living for his big family in
Holly Hill, South Carolina. So
he sold his farm:; piled his
kids into his jalopy, and de-
cided to try making a living
as a picker in the Florida
orange groves.

Platt and his two big boys

looked for work, while the rest
of the little ones—Raymond,
15; Laura Belle, 13; Esther, 10;
Linda, 9, and Vlolet 6, enrolled
in school. There, accordmg to
the supervising principal they
were well-behaved, clean, and
bright—just like children are
expected to®be in a “white”
school in Mt. Dora, Florida,

All seemed well, and Platt’s
only problem would have béen
how to fill the nine mouths he
couldn’t feed on the farm, oub
of an orange picker's wages,
had it not been for Mt. Deras
alert sheriff.

Sheriff Willis: -McCall Iikel

“istration of

REP,

CHARLES DIGGS

potential Negro
voters. In Northerm communi-
ties Negro voters still go to
the polls at only ene-third te
one-half of their maximum
strength. Independent, non-
partisan committees should
tackle this problem vigorously
now in preparatien for the ’5%
and ’56 contests.

‘In the South only one out

.of seven Negroes: eligible were

registered in 1954. The goal seé
by the NAACP of three million
Negro voters in the South by
1956 - is not yet half-achieved.
Its attainment requires a ma-

. Jor breakthrough in the rural

areas where registration trick-
ery and Ku Klux terror resulf
in practical disfranchisement.

Add to this the fight for civil
rights and progressive !legisla-
tion on the municipal, state -
and federal level, and the de-
mand for appointmeént of Ne-
groes to high political office,
and we have the makings of a
heightened struggle /for politic-
al equality in the years ahead.

Congress in a famous address.
“If one, I am entitled to all
the rights, privileges and im=-
munities common to any other
class. /..

The Civil Rights Bill passed
and was the law -of the land
for several years until it was
declared invalid by the Su-
preme Court.

" When Rapier returned home
to Florence, the Ku Klux Klan
was sent against him. Friends
of his, Negro and white, formed
themselves into, a protective
group and fought off the Klan,
which fled Florence in dis-
order.

" Rapler went on to become &
labor organizer |and was in-
strumental in calling the Ne=-
gro National Labor Union Con-
vention in Montgomery.

his reputation as a
man.

He had a notch ‘on his gun
—maybe more—but one every-
body knew about A few years
ago while escorting to jail two
Negro prisoners, all heavily
chained” and handcuffed, he
had shot and killed one, Sam-
uel Shepherd, badly wounded
another, Walter Lee Irvin. He
never stood trial for this. '

Then he had tried to poke
his filthy finger into the Mary-
land school system. This fall
he went up to get a first-hand
view of how racial trouble was

being manufactured in -the
Baltimore high schools by

“tough®

(Continued on Page 8) k. :
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Cry of Juvenile Delinquency’

Covers Up Youth Problems

By LORRAINE HANSBERRY

One July evening in 1954,
18-year-old Jennie Ramirez
was among a group of specta-
tors who collected on an East
Harlem sidewalk  during® the
excitement of a street ineident.

Weeks later, in a legal suit.

sgainst the City of New York,
Miss Ramirez reported that she
was struck on the chin with a
night stick, cursed and insult-

I &d, arrested and then beaten

and kicked™for several hours in
& New York police station.

Despite the fact -that the

young Fuerto Rican = sales-
woman  committed no crime

and was herself the vietim of

abuse rather than the source
of it, she will become one more
statistic on the police blotters
wsed. to prove that there is
wildly increasing “youth erime”
and “delinquency.”

These same statistics will be
wsed by assorted juvenile “ex-
perts,” police commissioners
and adults on TV panels as a
basis for urging “dragnets” as
in New York; “curfews” as in
California; “crackdowns” as in
Michigan.

The greatest emphasis of

these “eurbing drives” is placed
on Negro and Puerto Rican
youth. True, crowded - ghet-
toes; decrepit and inadeguate
schools; the scarcity of nation-
al’ or municipal youth employ-
ment and recreation programs,
and the constant speetre of
white supremacy, do lay a solid
foundation for youthful rebel-
lion among ‘minority teen-
agers. But the attention of the
authorities is- not devoted to
changing - these: evils. Rather
they concentrate on:promoting
“bigger  police forces” and
“curbing drives.”

“Attack Youth—Not Problem

The “curbing' usually involves
the following proecedure: squad

‘cars descend suddenly on street

corners,  bars, “candy ' stores,

pool rooms, ball lots—or any- -

place where ghettoed" youth
must spend their free hours,
and mass round-ups are staged.
And more figures are added to
the police blotters.

The  fact that only one-
seventh of our youth actually
comes
courts is seldom cited. The fig-
ure -seems small beside the
volume of hysteria that, has

Perpétual
Jeopardy . . .

“We must keep the black

apes down!”

These words were overheard
falling from the lips of a U. 8.
Congressman. The scene was a
Congressional hearing room on
August 4, 1950, and William L.
Patterson was testifying on be-
- bhalf of the Civil Rights Con-
gress. ;

The CRC executive secretary
presented instance .after in-
etance of lynchings, and com-
mittee member Henderson
Lovelace Lanham, representing
the 7th Congressional District
ef Georgia, screamed: “Georgia
mever lynched an---~-r!”

Patterson, the Negro, calmly
eontinued: “Georgia is a lynch-
er state” Lapham shouted,
"You're a god-damned liar.”
Again Patterson rejoined,  “If
there is any liar around here,
®’s you.” :

The Congressman’s .racist
venom burst through the flimsy
barriers within which social
eustom ordinarily confined  it.
“¥ace flushed and distorted, he
¥ose and bolted toward the
seated Negro witness, screech-
fng: “You god-damned black
gon-of-a-bitch!” .

P "We'll Get Patterson

The hearing ended in con-
Fasion and eventually Patter-
soxl was cleared of the “con-
templ” charges which grew out

| FREEDOM

of the incident. But, as he left
the halls of Congress another
government official was heard
to say: “We will get Patterson

" in fime.”

That time -has come. The
political confederates of Hen-
derson Lovelace Lanham have

*got” Willlam L. Patterson. By

2 backhand, political maneu-
ver, they have “got” him in a
federal jail for QO days.

Early last year the Tax Divi-
sion of the Department of In-
ternal Revenue began an in-
vestigation of the Civil Rights
Congress allegedly to determine
a possible tax default. For 20
consecutive days agents of the
Department pored over the
records  in Patterson’s office.
Patterson contended that they
had all the information néeded
to determine any possible ques-

~ tion of tax dgﬁcieneyl.

Names. Wanted :

But the governiment wanted
more—it wanted names—the
names of all contributors to
the CRC. Patterson swore un-
der oath that fthere were no
names available, that the rec-
ord of contributors had been
lost, and that he therefore
could not turn them over.

For this he was jailed on July
1 and served 90 days in the
federal prison  at Danpbury;
Conn. The charge—“contempt™
of court—did not carry with

info contact with the

It Isn't Disease
But Symptom -

Of Our Times’

been whipped up by those who
too often see “putting ‘em in
the army at 14" as a solution.

But the simple gquestion is,
why should there be any meas-
urable -delinquency among that
very section of the population
which at  ftheir time  of life
ideally  ought' have only the
most splendid dreams of the
future,

" To answer that is to take an
honest look at our American
life.

Unemployment: A 16 year
old coming out of high school
today, who has nothing but
12 years of school behind him
is nonetheless asked again and
again on job interviews, “What
is  your  experience?? Add to
this the Jim Crow which the
Negro teen-ager encounters in
probably 75 percent of his job-
seeking,-and it is easily under-
stood why the whole thing can
quickly seem hopeless to the
young person starting out in
life.

And for those slightly older
young people who have expe-
rience, there is not a great deal
of difference. As one disgusted
veteran, unemployed for sev-
eral months, bitterly told this

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON

it the wusual meaning of the
phrase. The judge did not claim
that Patterson created a dis-
turbance | in  the. court or
brought the judiciary into dis-
repute.

The 63-year-old crusader for
eivil rights was jailed because
the judge chose not to believe
what Patterson swore was true
and the government eould mot
prove was .false—that certain

‘records did not exist.

Upon his release September
29 Patterson was again: set
upon by government. agents
for the same tecords. Once
more he “swore before grand
jury and judge that they did
not exist. Again he was sen-

tenced to another 90 days—for

“contempt.”

Genocide Petition

The reasons for this persecu-
tion of Patterson, for placing
his life in perpetual jeopardy,
are clear.

Three years ago he set before
the Urifted Nations in Paris
the document, *“We Charge
Genoeide,” which detailed a

record of “mass slayings on the

LA S A

writer at the N.Y. State In-
dustrial - Employment  Office,
“There 1s nothing to do, 1 guess
~—but go back in the service.”

A generation ‘which has
‘demonstrated by one of the
lowest volunteer records in our
national history that it de-
spises militarism as a way of
life, is now forced to regand
the army as at least—‘econ-
omic security.” °

What Price ‘Security’?

Our  youth are expected to
create decent values in.a way
of life that discusses war as

~ culture. They are given Mickey

Spillane ‘and “Brutal”’—“Hor-
ror’ =" Terror’— ‘“War!’ ~ fcom-=
ics to read. The newspapers
devote tons of newsprint to the
exploits of degenerates and. as
little as possible to  develop-
ments in cancgr research.

And pervading all of this is
the blight  of MecCarthyism,
which not only nourishes, but
is fundamental to much of
what is corrupting the lives of
our youth today.

The distinguished N.Y.‘ Do-

mestic Relations Court Judge .

Hubert Delaney recéntly de-
scribed the  effects of MecCar-

basis eof race, of lives deliber-
ately warped and distorted by
the wilfull ereation for condi-
tions  making - for premature
death, poverty and disease.”

Early last year he presented
to the delegates at the sInter-
American Conference at Cara-
cas,  Venezuela, a document
revealing the decline of civil
and human rights in the
entitled: *“Six Year
Retrogression Toward a Police
State.”

More than this, he has fought
these crimes one _after another,
and aroused the American
people in mighty movements
against them. Beginning in
1927 when he left a prospering
law practice in- New York ta
Join - the movement against
execution ot fhe innocent im-
migrant workers, Sacce and
Vanzetti, few major mass
strugeles for civil rights and
liberties have not borne the
imprint of his.dynamie lead-
ership.

Defend Negro Miltiants

Wherever the raece ' haters
have selected their victims as
examples to prove their power
to “keep the black apes down”
he has rallied the people as a
shield against oppression. Who
ean afford fo forget the “cases”

—the human Ilives he has
fought to save: Scottsboro,
Willie McGee, Martinsville

Seven, Trenton Six, Lt. Leon
Gilbert, Wesley Robert Wells,

v Paul Washington, and a host

of others? s

As he has fought for these,
80 must millions fight for Wil-
liam L. Patterson. He has spent
Christmas, and now begins a
new year separated from his
wife, Louise Thompson Patter-
son, and their daughter, Mary
Lou. A flood of greeting cards
to him at the Federal Prison®
West Street, New York, should
be but the prelude to a massive
movement to free this brave
leader, protect all Negro mili-
tants and restore the integrity
of the U. 8. Constitution

thyism on our children: syc.e
venile deliquency is' not 4 E
‘disease, it is a symptom, Tt Kaees

to be treated as a docior would
treat a fever. First he wants

0 determine the eause of the
fever. el

Taught to Kill A

“America has been trans-
formed in the last few yesss,
We have the threat of the
atom and the hydrogen bombs
We are not only eonscripting
our youth, but we are teachimg~ £

them to Kill, Ta
.. “I am concerned . . . thatms (rf}
the mext detade one child im
every 12 will have to go il =
e mental institution. . . . Today, th

we are not a free people, , . . hs
We live in e country whenss €€
there is fear, where there is g™ &e
man on horseback in the Sem-+ ra
ate and our teachers don't tedeh > Bi
what they want to teach; they: - po
teach what they have to tedzhi™ 10
or what they are afraid.not ter

teach.” SN W

Judge Delaney spoke of thas. W¢
McCarthyite atmosphere ime SU
which our youth are expossdiy Y-
to a world where “we dare not:
talk freely, think freely.” . M

And he concluded, saying he
spoke not only as a municipals
authority, but as a parent!
“Hostility begets hostility. Yes ..« *9
cannot beat badness out of ai
child. We cannot, in my view, s th:
love children too much. I thinki: Co
adults have become too Suspi~; €r:
cious of schildren. . . . Police:: cht
officers have got to get it outi gol
of their heads that bigger andl  gqu
better mightsticks are the amss. the
swer.” # &b

Ben Davis Figlits
BEHIND -
PRISON -
BARS =

From behind prison bars ™
the federal: penitentiary s
Terra Haute, "Indiana, Bem
Jamin J. Davis Jr,, former New
York City Councilman, h#s
struck an important blow at
the entire Jim Crow system. .
In ‘an action brought before
the U.S. District Court for the ™
District of Columbia, Davis, »
through his attorney Ralph & *
FPowe, has petitioned for a writ " whi
of mandamus to eliminate seg= = gect

regation and discrimination .
now ptacticed against himself @ - D
and all other Negro prisoners | lar
in federal penal institutions, = * :;t:'
* e I

The Davis brief describée =~ He
conditions in the jails of which ¢ the

most citizens have been un- ::?]
aware. It charges: : ate
“The Negro prisoners as a. €on
group are segregated - from & T]
other prisoners in the domie o o0
tories, in the mess hall and &t ¢ eral

. entertainment. . .. [They] ara “Jam
confined to cells or dormitories w i .
which are located in a_section 5 eoni

of the penitentiary reserved |

; gati
only for Negroes. Bkt i
procedure upon entering the

v

mess hal] or the entertainment gﬁg:f
hall is for Negro prisoners fo . and

enfer as a group separately R
from other prisoners and t8 & Y

occeupy separate tables in such | w
halls, and petitioner -has been  fn {]
classified and segrégated with _ duri
the other Negroesin the group.  trod:
In the auditorium, gymnasii®  .diser
end in other places set aside . My,

for entertainment, all Negroes .. five-
are seated in one section whilé | wiols
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By ALPHAEUS HUNTON

“Those in favor of this para-
graph of the resolution will
raise their hands.” Entire rows
» of hands, white and not so
white, went up.

“Those against will now raise
& their hands.” A few scattered
hands, all white with the ex-
% eeption of that of the repre-
L. sentative of < “China,” were
¢ raised. The South African and
o8- British representatives made. a
& point of raising theirs conspic-
tedzhi™ uwously. high. The U.S. repre-
.sentative, Mr, James J. Wads-
& worth, sat still, - apparently

stentions. But one of his ad-
; \., Yisers quickly leaned forward
.pos.p@ and Wwhispered something to
Mr. Wadsworth, whereupon he
abruptly raised his hand too,
%. & foolish grin on his face as
he glanced over at his British
~and South African colleagues.
That was one little incident
M that occurred as the Special
| Committee of the U.N. Gen-
suspi-J; eral Assembly on Dec. 8§ con-
cluded a lengthy debate and
) got' down to voting on the
guestion of what, if anyfhing,
the U.N. could or should do
about racial - discrimination

Flgijs Jimcrow

BENJAMIN J. DAVIS

whites are seafed in another

- Davis comp}amed that simi-
Oners | .&hr practices existed in all
nS. f’othcr prisons and peniten-
L tiaries in the United States.
ribée ¥ He further pointed out that
‘hich W #he system .of segregation is
. ""‘roners of certain benefits which
| are awarded for “meritorious

af & 4 eonduct and exemplary work.”
irom B The prief calls upon the
::im:; “eourt to order Attorney Gen-

“eral Herbert Brownell and

| 8I& Syames V. Bennett, Director of
‘etriw:n *the Bureau of Prisons, to dis-
?rvgd “eontinue the practice of segre-

_gation in federal jails because
" it violates the Fifth and Eighth

zl;; & Amendments of the Constitu-
4 %o [ Mon, the civil rights statutes,
;i&h L and the announced public pol-

¥ of the government.

1 to |

sucl 8 While serving for two terms
beelt Sfn the New York City Council
with _lduring the Forties Davis in-

Sitroduced many bills attacking
Wdiscrimination. In March, 1955,
SMr. Davis will complete his
:nve-year sentence for. alleged
tion of the Smith Act.

“Charter,

¢ thett waiting the next call for ab--

icused fo deprive ‘Negro pris- .

“have been indicted or

?1{3 oppression . in the Union
of South Africa.

Being voted upon was a reso-
lution sponsored by 20 of the
60 members of the U.N. [those
listed * with asterisks = below]
once more “inviting” the South

» African Government to change

its ways and conform to its
obligations wunder the
requesting the U.N.
Commission established in 1952

to investigate “the racial situa-_
in South- Africa to con-

tion”
tinue its work, and providing
~for - further consideration of
the matter at the next Gen-
eral Assembly meeting.

U.S. Against Resolution
The United States voted
&against these specific provi-
sions but.in the final vote on

-the resolution as a whole (34

for, 9 against, 10 abstentions),
presumably for the sake of the
record, the U.S. changed its
position to one of neutrality
by abstaining-—along with Ar-
gentina, Brazil, Formosa “Chi=
na,”’ Cuba, Denmark, Guate-
mala, Peru, Turkey and Vene-
zuela. The “No” voltes came
from  South Africa,  Britain,
Australia, Canada, New Zea-
land, Colombia, France and
Netherlands.

On the other side, voting for
the resolution were Afghanis-
tan,* Bolivia,* Burma,* Bye-
lorussia,  Chile,* - Czechoslo-
vakia, Eguador, Egypt,* Ethi-
opia.,* Greece, Haiti,* Hon-
duras, Iceland, India,* Indo-
nesia,* Iran* JIraq* Israel;
Lebanon,* , - Liberia,* = Mezxico,
Norway,  Pakistan,* Panama,
Philippines,* Poland,  Saudi
Arabia,* Sweden, Syria,* Uk-
raine, U.S. 8. R., Uruguay, Ye-
men* and Yugoslavia.* (Costa
Ricd, another sponsor, was ab-
sent from the vote.)

In the debate on this ques-
tion Mr. Wadsworth, speaking
for the U.S. carefully avoided
any comment, adverse or other-
wise, on the racial policies and
practices of . this  eountry’s
“free world” ally, -South Af-
rica.

Mr. Wadsworth said the U.S.

Davis Pamphlet Out

Our readers will be interested
iIn a fast-paced pamphlet, “Ben
Davis—Fighter for ' Freedom”
just issud by the National
Committee to Defend . Negro
Leadership. Written by Claudia
Jones, with an introduction by
Eslanda: Goode Robeson, the
pamphlet tells the story of
Davis’ life.as a civil rights law-
yver in the Herndon and Scotts-
boro cases, as editor, militant
champion of human rights, and
as the first Negro communist
elected to the N.Y. city council.
- While Davis is scheduled to

leave prison in March, 16 other.

Negroes, including the author,
are among the 100 people who
“eon-
victed” under the Smith Act.
Thus, the pamphlet’s treatment
of the role of McCarthyism, the
nature of the Smith Act trials,
the historic experience of the
Negro people in  protfecting
their militants and  rejecting
informers, is of great current
signiificance. Profusely illus-
trated throughout its 48 pages,
the pamphlet may be obtained
&t 25 cents & copy from the
publishers at 1660 Fulfon St
Brooklyn, N. ¥

N

~of justice,
“Christian way of life.” If what

_military prowess,

\E OF OPPRESSION

In South Africa

delegation saw no useful pur-
pose the Commission could
serve and would therefore op-
pose ils continuance. More-
over, he did not think it proper
for the U.N. to single out
South ‘Africa or any ofher spe=
cifie country for consideration
of the question of respect for
humen Trights. The U.N. he
said,” should simply “reaﬂirm
its belief in the . . . human
rights provisions of the Char-
fer as a standard to which all
Members should aspire,” leav-
ing it up to each country to
solve its problems in its own
way.

Likened to Nazis
In  marked contrast with

this let-South Africa-alone ap-

proach was the attitude of
indignation and impatience
voiced by most of the U.N.
members. India’s  representa-
tive; Mr. P. Trikumdas, for ex-~
ample, said that the South Af-
rican Government “has been
following a course of conduct

. which the whole civilized
world condemned in the brutal
Hitlerite Nazis with their in-
sane notions of Race Superi-
ority.”

Referring to a recent state-
ment of Dr. Malan that “Mil-
lions of semi-barbarous blacks
look to them (the whites) for

guidance, justice, and the
Christian way of life,” Mr.
Trikumdas said, “We, in my

part of the globe, are sick and
tired of this hvpncritical talk
guidance, and

is happening in South Africa
is an example of this, I am
qguite sure not only the Asians
but others will also be equally
sick. I do not want to deride

DINGAAN

By JOHN H. CLARKE

“What have. I done to you!
Oh, children of my father?”

The above 'is reported to be
Chaka’s last words, spoken to
his two brothers at his death
in 1828. No doubt he was di-
recting this question through
his brothers to all the Zulus
and the other South African
tribes that had been brought
under Zulu dominance {hrough
his econguest.

Sinee his initial show of
as a sub-
chief under Dingiswayo, who
introduced “improved fighting
method to the Zulus, Chaka
had united most of the tribes
of South Africa into a fight-
ing foree that was feared and
respected. He had halteg the

the Christian way eof life, al-
though I am not a Christian.
It is a grand conception, but
one looks in vain in the mod-
ern world for any genuine
practice of this' way of  life;
particularly from the ruling
races.”

“Let me remind Dr. Malan,”
the Indian ° delegate added,
“that when the white races
were roaming the jungles, the
darker races in India, in Egypt,
in the Middle East and Africa
had  attained a eculture and
civilization - of ‘which any de-
cent human being could be
proud. And if they lost their
place it was because they be-
came a little over-civilized and
succumbed to the barbarian
hordes, including the - white

barbarians of the 16th and,

17th century who looted and

pillaged the world openly like:-

the white barbarians who set-
tled in South Africa.”

Prevent Burial of Question

Another delegate, Judge Jose
Ingles (Philippines) effectively

demolished the argument that

the U.N. had no right to set
up the Commisison on South
Africa. He recalled that Aus-
tralia had called for the crea-
tion of a U.N, Commission to
deal with the non-ebservance
of human rights in Bulgaria,
Hungary and Rumania, and
that this action had been sup-
ported by the same delegations
which now denied the com-
petence to deal with the same
problem in South' Africa. The
same delegations, he added,

had also backed the creation °

of a “Commission on Forced
Labor” to study conditions in
Boviet labor camps.

Speaking for Haliti,  Mr.

DINGAAN:

Inspires South Africans

JOHANNES G. STRYDOM '
(S. A. Prime Minister)

Pierre - L. Hudicourt = asked
whether the General Assembly
should limit itself to the sug-
gestions made by the Commis-
sion  on South - Africa, or
whether it should consider

sanctions for violation of the .

Charter. But the Assembly, he
observed, did not have the
right under the Charter to
take sanctions, and it would be
Impossible to get a vote from
the Security Council to impose
sanctions. The only course,
therefore, was to act along the
lines of the resolution, con-
tinuing the Commission, Even
if no practical scolution could
be found, the question should
be kept alive, he said. :

This was the concensus of
meost of the U. N. members, and
that is why the resolution on
South Africa was overwhelm-
ingly approved. Only our gov-
ernment, together with the
colonial powers and a small
group of natiens which are on
the U.S. dole, opposed the
aroused sentiment of the peoc-
ples of the world. :

In Crusade for Liberty

wanton confiscation of tribal
lands by the Duich and British,
and he had successfully defied
an empire. Succeeding  him
would not have been an easy
task for any man.

Perhaps this in some way
explains why Dingaan, Chaka’s
half-brother and succesosr, is
treated casually and often ne-
glected by historians.

After Chaka’s death, Din-
gaan had to cope with the re-
kindled desire of the Boéers and
the English to take over all
South Africa. Prior fo this
time the land hunger of the
whites had been restrained by
Chaka’s army and the Boer
and ' English disfrust of each
other,

The Boers of Cape Colony
became ‘dissatisfied with the
results of the bogus British
Emancipation Aect of 1833, be-
cause they could not tolerate
the idea of having Africans liv-
ing among them as equals.
They wanted to dispossess. the
Africans from Rheir land and
enslave them on plantations.
With this in mind they started
& trek toward the interior with

.

the hope of establishing a Boer
republic.

Before this trek had gone
far across Zulu lands, Dingaan

taught them that Zuluy mili- -

tary strength and organization
had not died with Chaka. He
met them with a formidable
force and defeated them affer
several engagements. By 1863,
ten years after Chaka’s death,
Dingaan led the
triumph to the coast and oc-
cupied the city of Port Natel.
The following years his armies
again met the Boers and rem-
nants of English in one of the
decisive battles for the control
of South Africa. The encounter
is aptly called the Battle of
Blood River.

The-spears and -the shields
of Dingaan’s warriors were ne
match for European guns and
cannons. Their bravery and
the heavy loss they inflicted
on the Boers could not stop
the tide from turning apgainst
them. The Zulu's effort to save
their land is the most memor-
able in South African history.
The day ef this battle, Decem-~
ber 16, is still called Dingaan’s
Day.
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"Saving”

' We believe in honesty. We're
for unselfishness and truth.
And every time you take a wote
we'll raise our hands for leve.,

But when a group of inter-
national operators transformis
these qualities into “absolutes”
and sets out under the banner
‘of Moral Rearmament to pro-
vide “the Answer to Mau Mau
and Communism in Africa” we
must enter our vigorous dis-
sent. <

The Moral Rearmament peo-
ple have just concluded a
“World Assembly” in Washing-
ton, D.C. Respected Negro
papers have devoted precious
space to handouts on the meet-
ing prepared in the offices of
Hearst’'s International News
Service.

Clearly, the Absolutists are
after us. They want the 16 mil-
lion Negroes in the United
States. Most particularly, they
want the 180 miilion blacks in
Africa. And so they paraded a
few Africans in Washington,
including one Dr. William

Us Again

Nkomo who is falsely deseribed
as founder of the African Na-
tional Congress Youth Leaszue.

A handful of “top” Negroes
have been taken in by MRA
and have spent some “abso-
lutely fine” weekends at the
plush  estates of industrialists
and financiers which the Re-
armament people seem to re-
gard as absolutely essential to
successful deliberation.

But since they obvicusly
can't fit all of us on these
estates, large as they are, we

believe the majority of Negroes

will find the solution of their
housing problem—and of the
whole problem of' second-class
citizenship-—in the broad arena
of strugegle.

We have asked one of our
feature writers to tell our
readers in a future issue all
about Moral Rearmament and
its plans to save us, and Afvica,
“from the clutches of Com-
munism.”

Meanwhile, suffice it to say
that MRA is abselutely phoney.

Integration NOW!

(Continued from Page 1)
finally settled”; and “Delay
solely for the sake of delay is
intolerable.”

. But- all 'this looks like win-
dow-dressing for the Attorney
General’s “implementing” pro-
posals which, while maintain-
ing Supreme Court jurisdiction,
would authorize the lower
courts to determine the earli-
est practical date by which
state desegregation plans can
be carried to completion. :

These “lower courts,” bear in
mind, are located in the Dixie-
crat South: Certainly, Brownell
is under no illusion as to their
will and ability to wusé the
authority he would grant them
for protracted delays and sabo-
tage of the Supreme Court
decision. Let not his double-
talk lead us into any such
illusions.

Georgia’s Governor Talmadge
Jhailed the President's state-
ment and the Attorney Gen-
eral’s brief as evidence that
the Eisenhower Administration
1s moving toward his way of
thinking—and the fact on pub-
lic record suggest that he is
absolutely right.

[ Mass Struggles Meeded

Here, indeed, is a formidable
coalition against desegregation.
And we would do well to un-
derstand that the Eisenhower
Administration, no less than
the Dixiecrats, seeks first of all
to advance the interests of the
great financial and industrial
corporations which garner bil-
lions of dollars in extra profits
from the Jim Crow system. We
dare not rely on this Big Busi-
ness government to integrate
white and Negro schools.

The great people’s vicltory

. registered when the Supreme

Courké putlawed segregated
schools i last May was won
through powerful mass pres-

sures by the Negro people and

"their allies in support of legal
Pproceedings in the couris; and
the consummation of that vie-
tory through the aciual aboli-
tion of segregated schools can
be achieved only through even
more powerful mass struggles.

All the evidence points to in-
creasing recognition of this
fact by the masses of Negro
people. The National Associa-
tion for the Advancement of
Colored People continues forth-
right in its demand for deseg-
regation by the fall of 1955;
and it is organizing a series of
local, regional and national

6 FREEDOM .

conferences %o mobilize mass
support to this end. The Negro
press, fraternal, religious, pro-
fessional and other organiza-
tions are pressing for prompt
implementation of the Supreme
Court ruling.

Countless Negro citizens in
the Deep South are displaying
true heroism in their defiant
challenge to Dixiecrat threats
—as 1in \terror-ridden Missis-
sippi, where they are taking
“effective measures” to combat
the vigilante “Citizens Coun-
cils.”

This developing campaign is
still far short of what is re-
quired, and needs to be stepped
up considerably. Especially is
there need for more demon-
strative action—thousands of
mass meetings throughout the
country, demanding Integra-
tion Now; pressures on Admin-

dstration and Congressional

leaders, together with state
and city legislative bodies, to
speak out for prompt imple-
mentation of the Supreme
Court. decision; “Desegregation
Parades” in large cities; reso-
Iutions, petitions, letters-to-
the-editor, and every other
means of registering the Negro
people’s determination to con-
solidate the wvictory we won on
May 17, 1954,

Support Essential

* But the Negro people cannot
achieve: this wvictory alone.
Massive support by the labor
movement and other demo-
cratic allies is absolutely essen-
tial for success; and this is
precisely the point where the
desegregation campaign most
seriptisly lags,

This thenh is a problem to
which Negro leaders and
ganizations should direct spe-
cial attention. Let our national
leaders call upon the great
trade unions to mobilize their
millions in active support’ of
the Supréme Court decision.
Let Negro churches call upon
white churches in the same
community to join in this fight.
Let Negro fraternal societies

address similar appeals to cor=.

responding white fraternal so-
cleties, and so on with profes-
slonal, women’s, youth and
other organizations—each ap-
pealing to its counterpart in
the white community. Let us
open up.a great public debate
on this question, &ith full con-
fidence that the _democratic
white masses will respond and
that victory will be won.

For All the W'orld's People — PEACE

A PROGRAM FOR 1955

All precmcts that have been
heard from agree that the out-
standing event in our fight for
freedom during 1954 was the
May 17 Supreme Court ruling
against segregation in public
schools. .

But what of 1955? Where will
the breakthrough come this
year?

We have no crystal ball and
so can’'t say for sure. But that
does not disturb us, for what
is needed is not so much proph-
esy as program. If we build
stronger the unity of the whole
Negro people, join hands with
our friends in the lahor move-
ment and progressive circles,
and—most important—project
our fight as a part of the
worldwide battle for peace and
against colonialism, we will
move forward.

Here's FREEDOM'S program
for 1955.

CIVIL RIGHTS

1. Full enforcement, every-
where, of the Supreme Court
decision on education. 2. Break
the Jim Crow wall in housing.
No federal funds to insure
banks and builders of lily-
white developments. Admit Ne-
groes to Parkchester, Levittown
and Stuyvesant Town.. 3. Wipe
out segregation in all trans-
portation facilities, between
and within states.

LABOR AND INDUSTRY

1. Repeal the cloture rule in
the U, S. Senate. Pass a federal
FEPC law with enforcement
power. 2. Break discrimination
In railroad employment—“Let
Freedom Ride the Rails.” 3.
Win equal job rights in the
“runaway” plants of General
Electric and the Ford Motor
Co. in Louisville, Xy. 4. Hire
Negro pilots, flieht attendants,
clerks, technicians and weather

‘experts on the airlines. 5.
Strengthen the fair practices
committees in the unions. End
Jim Crow locals and interna-
tionals. Elect Negroes to inter-
national executive boards in
the United Auto Workers, Unit-
ed Steelworkers and other
unions in CIO and AFL.

POLITICS

1. Achieve two million Negro !

registered voters in the Sowuth.
2. Double registration outside
the South. 3. Abolish the poll
tax. 4. Introduce bill for uni-
form national registration for
federal elections. 5. Double the
number. of Negro city council=
men in North. 6. Elect Negroes
to at least 10 city councils
among the following Southern
cities: Richmond, Norfolk,
Raleigh, _Charlotte, Colu:mbia.,
Charleson, Atlanta, Savannah,
Mobile, Miami, Jacksonville,
Houston, San Antonio, Dallas,
New Orleans, Baton Rouge,
Little Rock. 6. Extend the vote
to 18-year olds. 9. Win the
franchise for Washington, D.C.

CIVIL LIBERTIES

1. Repeal the discriminatory
Walter-McCarran immigration
law. 2. Stop political persecu-
tion and jailing of Negro and
white radicdls, including Com-

‘munists. 3. Recall McCarthy to

Wisconsin. 4. Reverse the Fisk
U. board of trustees action in
firing Dr. Lee Lorch, head ‘of
the mathematics department,
2. Restore Paul Robeson’s pass-
port. 6. Free Carl Braden, jailed
in Louisville for defending a
Negro's rights.

WORLD AFFAIRS

1. Free Kenyatta; stop im-
perialist terror; establish dem-
ocratic liberties in Kenya. 2.
Support labor’s right to organ-
ize throughout the African

continent. 3. Support the South
African “Congress of the Peo-
ple.” 4. Secure United Nations

‘condemnation of apartheid. 5.

Seat People’s China in the UN.
6. Support the Asian-Africanm
conference for peace and in-
dependence. 7. Hold conference
of leading powers, including
India- and - People’s China, te
conclude peace treaties in Ko-
rea and Indo-China. 8. Resist
Eritish and U.S. overlordship
in the Caribbeans: restore
democratic government in Brit-
ish Guiana. and Guatemala. 9.
Defeat the plan to put arms im
the hands of our bitter ene-
mies, the Nazi generals with
their “Aryan supremacy” phi-
losophy.

ORGANIZATIONS

1. Support and build the
NAACP. 2. Rally to the Free-
dom Sunday services sponsored
by the National Baptist Con-
vention, Inc. on May 15. 3. De=
fend the Civil Rights Congress,
the Council on African Affairs
and the National Negro Labor
Council from political attacks,
4. Increase the soclal actionm
program of lodges, college
fraternities and sororities, wo-
mens groups and all major
organizations. i

SPORTS :

1, Negroes:-on all big league
baseball teams. 2. Give Archie
Moore a chance at Rocky Mar-
ciano’s heavyweight title. 3.
Include basketball teams  of
Negro colleges in the lily-white
leagues in their areas.

Well, there it is. This pro-
gram doesn’t pretend to be
complete. But does it include
your needs and demands? Are
there planks which you oppose?
Why not write and tell us and:
FREEDOM'S readers. what- you
think? ; :
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MARIAN ANDERSON is shown. in Tokyo, Japan, in 1953, receiv-
ing ,medal of honorary membership in the Japanese Red Cross.
She sang for benefit of orphaned children.

Book Review:

Saunders
American

Redding's
in India

By LLOYD L. BROWN

Chances are, the next time
the State Bepartment asks
Baunders Redding te go some-
where and win friends for U. S.
foreign policy, he’d say right
guick: “Look, you can send me
into a eage full of man-eating
tigers and I'll do my loyal best,
but for Ged’s sake please don’t

. 8send me again to a place like
, India!”

In his latest book, An Ameri-
ean in India, Mr. Redding, a
Negro eollege professor, gives
& gleomy first-hand report on
what ean happen to a man
who ventures® forth among
“colored people in a eolored
country” as an emissary for
the Big White Folks in Wash-
ington.

The sad story started a
couple of years ago when State
Department offieials decided
that Redding (after a clear-
ance by the FBI) was just the
man to send on a lecture tour
of India. It seems that the

people there feel very friendly

to other colored peoples, and
the bright idea was that a
Negro spokesman would be ef-
fective in winning friends for
America’s unloved rulers.

Salesmanship Fails

And as it happened, the
Indian people were indeed
quite friendly to Mr. Redding
—until they found out what
he wasg trying to sell.  After
that it was just one small man
against,” in his words, “an
angry sea.”

He found te his dismay that
*“literate Indiahs everywhere

. had heard and were eon-
stantly hearing of the low sta-
tus of American Negroes, the
segregation and diserimination
practiced against them, the
‘wretched existencé’ that was
forced on them. They were
secquainted with and fully con-
vinced of the frightful truth
of the Iindictments brought
against American soeciety by
such . . . publications as We
Charge Genocide.”

Deluged By Questions

Mostly he spoke to gather-
ings of intellectuals—lawyers,
writers, teachers, students. The
lawyers asked about the Mar-
tinsville Seven, the Trenton
8ix and Willie MeGee; the
writers asked why Paul Robe-
son was denied a passport and
why Howard Fast had been
jailed; teachers and students

'helding back

the dawn ..

wanted to knew why academie
freedom was suppressed -in
Ameriean schools; and every-
body wanted to know why the
U. 8. government was so stub-
bornly epposed to the weorld’s
desire for peaeceful coexistence,

“The guestions,” says Red-

ding, “rattled around my head

like buckshet”; and he tells of
his frantic efforts to duck. One
sharp eguestion hit him hard
and often: Why was he, a
member of an oppressed peo-
.ple, serving as an agent for
their eppressors?

“In the eertain knowledge of
too many Indians,” Mr, Red-
ding relates, “I-was a despised
stepehild of America, It is no
wonder . that they found me
somewhat. ineredible as an
apostle of Americanism.” And
worse than incredible: " “the
Indians seemed to think I was
traitorous to my ‘community.’
1 was traitereus to all colored
people everywhere.”

‘Cry of Alarm

The message Saunders Red-
ding brings back is neot for
the Negro people (“my people,
I used to say,” he notes at one
point). His boek is a panicky
ery of alarm to the Big White
Folks.

The :dvice Redding eoffers
U.S. policy-makers shows that
the professor returned dis-
turbed but neot sufficiently en-
lightened. “It seems to me,”
he ecounsels, “that the Ameri-
can lihe of preopaganda and
action must be ‘made definite
and elear, and that this line
should be that we need India.”

The trouble is that the In-
dian people believe that they
need India and they mean teo
have it. A leading Moslem pro-

fesser put it this way te the

touring leeturer: “I have seen
what I haye seen in China and
we are learning China’s les-

son.” He added: “You cannet
hold back the dawn, my
friend.”

Whatever the intentions ef
the auther, An American in
India warns Negroes that they
ean give uneritieal support to
the ewrrent U. S. foreign poliey
only at the risk of losing the
respect and friendship of mil-
Hons ef allies ameng the re-
surgent darker and eolonial
peoples of the weorld.

AN AMERICAN IN INDIA, by

Sounders Redding. 277 pp.
Bobbs-Mersifl. $3.50.

By RUTH JETT

Guest €Ceolumnist

Some weeks ago when the
Metropolitan Opera anneunced
that Marian Anderson had
been signed to appear in Ver-
di's “A Masked Ball,” the news
reverberated around the world.
At leng last, the citadel of
musical drama in the United
States lowered its barrier to
recognize the rich talents of
Negre artists.

An editorial In the Herald
Tribune stated, “Because she
happens to be a Negro, she
has symbolized more than
musical attainment. Her
debut as ‘Ulrica’ in Verdi's
‘A Masked Ball’ will have, as
s0 many eof her appearances
have had, a speeial signifi-
cance.”

Robeson as Boris?

Olin Dewnes,; esteemed critic
of the New York Times ex-

pressed the thoughts of mil- -

lions when he wrote (October
17, 1954): “In othgr theatres
than the Metreopelitan many
Negro artists have appeared,
as at the €ity Center. . . . It
is (mel at the Metropolitan
that the white tradition, as
one might eall it, has endured
up te the present day, al-
though some yéars ' age Mr.

Bing breught in Janet Collins,.

a Negro dancer, te be the
prima ballerina. . SR i
15 years late for Miss Anderson
to be recognized by the Metro-
politan, it \is as many Years
sinece it weuld have been ap-
propriate for such a singer as
Paul Robeson to make his ap-
pearance there. ... We speak
of his exceptional endownient
as a singer and dramatic in-
terpreter. . . . He could have
been a highly impressive Beoris,
or Mefistofele [in the epera
‘Faust'—Ed.] or Emperor Jones

. the part that made Lawr-
ence Tibbett famous in epera.
The eharacter waited for such
an artist as Rebeson te give
it 2 unigue integration.” Mr.
bownes further detailed the
roles that could be played by

children's story:

January 1 is Emancipation
Pay. On that day, 91 years
ago, the slaves in all the states
that were fighting against the
United States government in
the Civil War were declared
“henceforth and forever free.”

Some history books tell us
that the Negro slaves did not
fieht for their ewn freedom,
This is not true. Nearly 200,000
Negroes fought in the Civil War
in order to he free. And even
before the war they shewed in
many ways that they didn't
like slavery.

A great histerian, Herbert
Aptheker, who tells the truth
about Negroes has written a
booklet in which he tells about
the hundreds of revolts that
slaves took part in. And fur-
ther they neot only revolted;
they ran away teo. Se many of
them ran away that the slave
owners had to pass a speeial
set of laws which made it a
crime  for anyene to help hide
& runaway.

Many times they killed their
masters or set the house on
fire. And sometimes when they
felt that they couldn't stand
being slaves any longer and
saw ne hepe of freedom, they
killed ' themselves. There is a
story that is passed down im
our family that fells about

¥

guch gified artists as Matti-
wilda Debby, William Warfield
and Leontyne Priee/ *“who
would certainly surpass some
other singers wheo have taken
such roles at the Metropelitan
in past seasons.”

Another Negre Signed

That Miss Anderson’s eon-
tract to sing in epera signals
a real change in the peoliey of
the “Met” is indicated by the
more recent signing of Rebert
MeFerrin, Negre baritone, win-
ner of the Metropolitan Opera
auditions of the air for 1953,
and the use ef Negro singers
in choral work.

All of this is significant as a
milestone of cultural develop-
ment in the United States. For
too long the Negre artist as-
piring to full recognition in
the operatic field has bad to
logk to Europe, and American
audiences  have been denied
the epportunity of hearing
Mattiwilda Debbs, who is a
toast of the British epera
world, except for ene perform-
ance at Town Hall with the
Little Orchestra Seciety.

The many other singers of
the caliber of Carol Brice,
Kenneth Spencer and Ellabelle
Davis, who have had eperatic
success in Europe but neot at
home, mu._ke“' up' an impressive
Jist. And people throughout

{the rest of the world have long
‘wondered why this great “land

of the free” and “eradle of lib-
erty” denied themselves these
rich experient¢es, and eounten-
anced only the gross distertion
of a “Porgy and Bess” dfor
which ene has always been
apologetic = because of the
beauty of the musie in eon-
trast to the ugliness of the
story) ; er ‘the illegitimate {(to
be refined) “Carmen. Jones’
and “My Darlin Aida.”

City Center Pioneered

While the Met comes in for
its deserved salute, the City
Center of Music and Drama
really paved the way with
Camilla Williams and Lawrence
Winters singing and acting

how
mother eould not . stand the
thought ef her ehildren grow-
ing up as slaves. One day she
went down te the river with
her young children intending
to drown them and herself. But
she got new heope of freedom.
She decided to go back and
fight.

I don’t know what happened.
I would like to believe that she
joined in with one of the many
slave revolts that Dr. Aptheker
tells abeout. She and her
brethers might have joined up
with Gabriel Prosser or Nat
Turner and other brave men
who led slaves in revolt against
their terrible conditions.

8he even might have an-
swered this call frem Arthur
Farrar, a slave leader, wheo said
in his appeal for suppert,
“Black men if you have a mind
now to join with me, now is
your time for freedom. All
elever men who will keep se-
cret, these words I give to you
is life. I have taken it on my
self to let the couniry be at
liberty. This lies upon my mind
for a long time. Mind men, I
have told you a great deal I
have joined with both blaek
and white, which is the eom-
mon man or poor white people
« «» Black men I mean teo lose

my great-great-grand-

County, Virginia,

MET LIFTS JIM CROW CURTAIN

leading roles for several years;
Negro members of the chorus;
Mary Hinkseon, prima ballerina
for a number of years; and
this year Denald McKayle as
ene of the leading male danc-
ers. Elayne $ones, rencwnea
voung tympanist, has been a
member of the Opera Orchestra
at City Center for many years.

Also to the eredit of the City
Center, was its presentation of
‘“Troubled Island,” an opera
by William Grant Still with
libretto by Langston Hughes
based on the Haitian revelu-
tion.

But foremest, the praise must
go to the Negro artists them-
selves wha have persevered im
the face of all ebstacles—when
they were denied participation
in the major epera eompanies
they formed their own and
presented opera in English at
churehes and concert halls,
even at Madison Sq. Garden.

The music schools like Jul-
liard, Curtis, Eastman, the Bos-
ton Conservatory, the Tangle-
wood Workshop, and many
others have contributed their
share jin breaking down the
barriers through proper train-

< ing and presentation of Negre

students in opera, and parti-
cularly works of contemporary
COMPOSers,

New Themes Needed

‘It is to be hoped that the
signing of Leontyne  Price by
NBC-TV te sing the title rele .
in “Tesea’” is the beginning of
a long list of Negro artists in
such roles by major TV net-
works.

It is to be hoped further
that the democratization ef
opera will stimulate new works
by William Grant Still, Ulysses
Kay, Howard Swanson and
others; that epera will begin
to reflect the American scene
and its tradition and will be-
come a vital part of demo-
cratic Ameriean culture. Why
not operas about Harriett Tub-

man, Frederick Douglass, So-
journer Truth, William Liloyd
Garrison, and “God’s Angry

Man,” John Brown?

'‘BE AT LIBERTY'

my life in this way if they will
take it.”

As Dr. Aptheker says, Arthur
Farrar was banged in Henrico
in June 1802,

A song is handed down o us
that was written by a slave and
was sung at their meetings.
Here is a verse and the chorus:

Arise! Arise! shake off your
chains!

Your cause is just, se heaven
ordains;

To you shall freedom be pro-
elaimed!

Raise your arms and bare
your breasts,
Almighty God will do the

rest.

Blow the eclarions warlike
blast;

Call every Negro from his
task;

Wrest the scourge from the
buckra’s hand,

And drive each tyrant from
the land!

And the chorus read:
Firm, united let us be,
Resolved on death or liberty}
As a band eof patriels joined,
Peace and plenty we shall
find.

That was a good song then
and I'm sure you will agree
that it is a good song for to-
day, too.

'FREEDOM 7



A Conversation

. From Life :

By Alice Childress

. Of all of Miss Alice Chil-
dress’ brilliant Conversaiions
from Life, this one, which
originally appeared .in Free-
dom’s | December 1951 issue,
probably received the most
agpplause from our readers. We
reprint it today, even though
Christmas has passed, so that,
like all good stories, it may be
enjoyed again,

Meirry Christmas Marge!
Girl I just want to sit down
and catch my breath for a
minute. ;, . . I had a half a
day off and went Christmas
shopping. Them department
stores is just like a madhouse.
They had a record playin’ real
loud all over Crumbleys. . . .
“Peace On Earth.” Well sir! I
looked - 'round at all them
scufflin’ folks and I begun to
wonder. . . . What is peace?

You know Marge, I hear so
much talk about peace. I see
it written on walls and I hear
about it on the radio and at
Christmas time you can’t cut
'round the corner without

g

Hatlem Fights Fire Deaths

i (Continued from Page 1)

mg house tenants oceupy nar-
row, unhospitable rooms and
kitchenettes in converted fam-
lly dwellings.

In 1954 gas violations alone
accounted  for at least 94
deaths in New York City.
Within the past two months
{5 Negro and Puerto Rican

lives have been taken by
faulty gas fixtures and ten
by fire—all of the latter in

Harlem,

Landlords are literally get-
ling away with murder. In a
tommunity in which 90% of
pll dwellings have violations
pf the City Code, they pay
meagre fines or none at:all
pnd death continues to take
Es toll

i But there is a fight-back
mnovement afoot. " Organized
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hearin’ it blarin’ out of every
store front. S o T e
Peace . . . Peace.

Marge, what is Peace? .. .
Well, you're partly right; it do
mean not havin’ any wars. ..
but I been doin’ some deep
thinkin’ since I left Crum-
bley’s and I been askin’ my-
self . .. How would things
have to be in order for me to
be at peace with the world?
... Why thank youdear....I
will take an egg nog. Nobody
can make it like "you do.

. That’s some good. I tell
YOu:- v :

And it begun to come to my
mind. . . . I T had no cause
to hate “white folks” that
would be good and if I could
like most of ’em ... that
would ' be peace. ... Dont
laugh Marge ‘cause I'm talkin’
some ‘ deep stuff now!

If I could stand in the
street and walk in any direc-
tion that my toes was pointin’
and go in one of them pretty
apartment houses and say,

M

and unorganized tenants have
fought and won some rent re-
ductions and repairs. Protests
are mounting for repeal -of
Governor Dewey's 15% rent
increase law. Housing was a
featured issue in the Dec. 11
Legislative Conference called
by Congressman Adam Powell
Jr. at Abyssinian = Baptist
Church. From 500 angry dele-
gates rose the cry for a com-
munity-wide rent strike in all
homes with violations.

Are you a New Yorker? Deo
you live in Harlem, in the
Bedford-Stuyvesant area of
Brooklyn, or in the lower East
Bronx? Then you'd betfer join
the tenants organization in
your community,

It’s your best  insurance
against landlord abuse, bad
housing—and possible sudden
death.
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FREEDOM

PEACE . . .
on

Earth

“Give me an  apariment
please?” and the man would
turn and say, “Why it would
be a pleasure Mam. We'll
notify you. ‘bout the first va-
cancy.”, . . That would be
peace.

Do you hear me? If I could
stride up to any employment
agency  without havin’ the
folk at the desk stutterin’
and stammerin’ - . . That my
friend . . . would - be peace
also. If I could ride a subway
or a bus and not see any signs
pleadin’ with folks to be “tol-
erant” ., . . “repardless” of
what T am ...I know that
would be ‘peace cause then
there would be no need for
them signs.

If you and me could have
a cool glass of lemonade or a
hot cup of coffee anywhere

. .and I mean anywhere . . .

f.'.wou}dn't that be peace? If all

these little children ’‘round

here had their mamas takin’
care of them instead of other
folks’ children .

. . that would

TR

Negro History Week
Photo Show Planned

The New York Council of the
- Arts, Sciences and Professions
—Photography Workshop—an-
nounces its annual exhibit to
celebrate Negro History Week.

Amateurs and professionals
are .urged to submit any prints
they have.which they feel por-
tray any phase of Negro life
and culture. Tentatively titled
“Lift Every Voice and Sing,”
in tribute to J.. Rosamond
Johnson, the exhibit is assured
a wide audience, and will be
shown in churches, schools,
community centers and trade
unions.

For further information con-
tact “Photography Workshop,”
National Council of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions, 35 W.
64th St., New York 23. Closing
date for submissions is Jan. 24,

AT FREEDOM'S CELEBRITY CLUB
CABARET DANCE: Pendant with
green agate stone, mounted on sil-
ver, decorated’ with copper Azies
design. Has sentimental valus.
Reward to flnder. Contact Estalle
Thomas, 231 W, 69th St, N. Y. 23.
ENdicott 2-56b62

be peace. too, ..
Marge! Go easy on that egg
neg . .. it goes to my head
0 fasto . .

Oh yes . .. it hobody want-
ed to kill nobody else and 1
could pick up a newspaper
and not read ‘bout my.folks
gettin’® the short end of every
stick . . . that  would - mean
more peace. -

If all mamas and daddies
was sittin® back safe and se-
cure in the knowledge that
they’d have toys and goodies
for their children .. . that
would bring on a little mora
peace, If eggs and butter
would stop flirtin’ 'round. the
dollar line . . . I would also
consider that a peaceful sign.
. .. Oh, darlin’ let’s don’t talk
’bout the meat!

Yes girl! 1 You are perfect-
ly right. . . . If our menfolk
would make over us a little
more THAT would be peace-
ful too. .

When all them things are
fixed up the way I want ’em
I'm gonna spend one peace-
ful Christmas . .. and do you
know what I'd do? .. . Look
Marge . . . I told you now . ..
don’t give me too much of
that egg nog... .. My dear I'd
catch me a plane for Ala-
georgia somewhere and visit
all my old friends and we'd
2o ‘round from door to door
hollerin® “Christmas . Gift!”
Then we'd go down to Main
Street and ride front, middle
and rear on the street-car
and the ' “whitefolk” - would
wave and cry out, ‘“Merry
Christmas neighbors!™ ., .. Oh
hush now! .. . They would do
this because they'd under-
stand peace.

And we’'d all go in the same

ol jim crow

. Hold on .
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church and afferwards. we’d
ail go in the same movie and
see Lena Horne actin’ and
singin’ all the way through
a picture. . .. I'd have to visit
a school so that I could. see
a black teacher teachin’ white
kids . .'. an’ when I see this
.» Il gsing'out .. .. Peace it’s
truly wonderful!

Then I'd go and watch the
black Governor and the white
Mayor unveiling the  bronze
statue of Frederick Douglass
and John Brown shakin’
hands. . .. O yes! And that
statue wotild be sittin’ spang
in the middle of the city park.

When I was ready to leave
I'd catch me a pullman back
to New York . .. now that's
what you'd ecall “sleepin’ in
heavenly peace.” When I got
home the bells an_d'the horns

would be ringin’ and tootin’,

“Happy New Year!” . .. and
there wouldn’t be no mothers
mournin’ for their = soldier
sons . . . and there’d be no
service stars in the windows.

. Boys and girls would be
pranein’ ’round and- ridin’

their Christmas: sleds through

the sparklin’ snow . .. and
the words “lynch,” “murder”
and “kill” would be crossed
out of every dictionary. . . .
and nobody would write peace
on no walls . .. ’cause it would
BE peace . .. and our hearts
would be free!

What? . . . No, I ain’t crazy,
either! All that is gonna hap-
pen . . . just as sure as God
made little apples! I promise
you that! . .. and do you know
who’s gonna be here to see
it? Me girl . . . yes, your friend
Mildred! Let’'s you and me
Have another egg mnog on
that. . . . Here’s to it, Marge!
PEACE!
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He's a Hard Man to Please

(Continuved from Page 3)

“white teachers”; (2)

a. mag-

riage certificate a quarter of a

Bryant W. Bowles of the Natl
Assn. for the Advancement of
White People. He liked what
he saw so much that he in-
vited Bowles to Florida to' sees
how they kept Negroes “in
their place” down there,.

Besides ~ being tough, you

" might say Sheriff MecCall is

sort of a human bloodhound,
who can scent raeial trouble
even before it gets started.

So, after the Platt family
moved in, and after he had
invited Bryant Bowles down,
Sheriff McCall decided to give
a display of his powers.

The -Platt family, MecCall
told everybody, had been sent
in by “THEM”—to test the
Supreme Couri decision. on
school integration. They were
not white; they were really
YOU-KNOW-WHAT. Look, he
pointed, at Laura Belle’s nose;
look at Denzell Platt’s skin;
weren’t the little  girls’ curly
heads suspicious! Sure, they
said they were “Irish and In-
dian”—but he split his sides
telling his gang a joke about
the “smoked Irishman.”

Poor Platt. How could he
prove that white is not black?

He pushed his jalopy 500
miles back to South Carolina,
though he could not afford the
gas, to gather his documents.
He returend and exhibited: (1)
a letter from the superintend-
ent of Holly Hill schools say-~
ing that the Platt children
had always been taught by

cenfury old, stating that Allen
and Laura Platt had married
as “white”; (3) the testimony
of respected Holly Hill citizens
that the Platts had never been
sociable with Negroes; (4) a
survey related to - his family
tree which . said that early
Irish settlers in the Carolinas
400 years ago had intermarried
with Indians, and indicating
that this union was still cast-
ing its shadow on present-day
Platts; (5) a historical finding
‘that the State of South Caro-
lina in 1887 had recognized a
certain group, the Croatans, as
genuine Indians (it’s not clear
what they were before) and
that somehow this, too, affect-
ed the Platts.

But decuments do not im-
press Sheriff McCall once his
nose is on the trail and he
scents his prey.

At last hearing, the wires
were still humming with the
controversy ‘between Holly Hill
and Mt. Dora. The Plafts weras
still trying to prove they wers
white and—as they said—“re-
move the stigma” from their
children. The kids had not yet
gone -back to the “white”
school. And helpful Iriends
were advising Platt to move
to a larger city where he might
lose sight of his problem—or
be lost sight of—in the crowds.
Sheri¥ McCall. was still out-
side the human race. And—
oh, yes—someone had called
in the FBI-—-—undoubtedly, be-
cause of the Redskins in the
picture.
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