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NAACP Says: “Stand Firm” on "The

Precious Charter of Our Liberty™

HE CONSTITUTION of these United States unequivoecally

guarantees to all Americans freedom of speech, thouzht
and asEembly. If these liberfles should be lost, weakened
or destroyed either by legislation or by direct or indirect
intimidation, our crusade for civil rights will be seriously
hampered.

Already there is discernible a pattern which tends to
link the advocacy of full eguality for Negroes and other
minorities to subversion or “un-Americanism.*

In some communities, textbooks, courses of stady and
teaching technigues dealing with human relations and
minority group situations have been condemned or elimi-
nated on the ground that these are not “American.”

In examinations designed bo test the loyalty of appll-
cants for or holders of positions in government, a gquestion
frequently asked persons is whether they belleve in the
equality of the black and whites races or entertain Negroes
soclally In their homes.

In many areas the advocates of low-cost public housing
are already branded as socialists, while those advocating
non-zegregated housing are called communists,

Professors and teachers who declare that segregation
and discrimination based upon color are undemocratic are
suspect, as are those who assert that scientific inquiry sup-
ports the thesis of the basic equality of peoples, regardless
of race or color.

Books which displease Senator McCarthy or others are
fo be banned, if not burned, We recall that it was a con-
Eroverzial book, Uncle Tom's Cabin, which helped mizht-
ily to strike the shackles of slavery from the ankles of
America’s slaves.

In the atmosphere of Inguisition which is whirling un-
ehecked in our nation's capital until It now borders upon
the proportions and destructiveness of a tornado, it is con-
ceivable that any organization working for interracial
democracy may be challenged for its campalgn against race
prejudice, diserimination and inequality,

In this" day of pilloring, of browbeating, of branding,
of cunning indictments, we call upon our people to stand
firm upon the platform of the Americanism of the found-
ing fathers as set forth in the Declaration of Independence,
the Bill of Rights and the Constitution of the United States
of America and stoutly te defeéend and protect it. These
are the precious charters of liberty for free Americans.
Under them we have life. {Resolution adopted at 44th
National Convention, St Lowis, 1954) 5
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The article on this page on
MeCarthy's backers, and the
oneg on pages 3 and 4, are by
the nofed journalist, Charles
Allen, and are printed through
the courtezy of the wmonthly
magazine, JEWISH LIFE,
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Leading Racists
Back-McCarthy

By CHARLES ALLEN

Whan [Senator] McCarthy
joined ir the attempt to block
the appolntment of Mps. Anna
M. Rozenberg to the post of as-
sistant secretary of defense in
the Truman administration,
the Wisconsin senator worked
closely with .one of the fore-
most racist of America today,
Gerald L. K. Smith, Smith and
his oreanization, the Christian
MNationalist  Crusade, are bla-
tantly anti-Negro,

Since the 1948 national con-
vention of Smith's Christlan
Nationalist Crusade, anti-Ne-
groism haz been an official
plank in its platform. This
wriler posseses a tape record-
ing of part of this convention.
In pne speech by a Smith lieu-
tenant, Smith's followers roar-
ed in raucous approval when
he ranted: “Now we're not
demagozic about the Negro
problein. , ., ., We're going to
speak what we believe we're
going to seek what is the only
solution of the problem of
black -and white mixture in
the Unilited States. We advo-
cale & constitutional amend-

(Continued on page 3)
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EGRD VICTIMS: Among those hailed befor
tigating Committee in recent weeks have been Mrs. Annie Lee Mess, left, Army clerk who was
fired and then rehired when McCarthy's charges turned out to be a dud, and Arthur Owens, United
Electrical Union member at the General Electric plant in Schenectady, N. Y., who accused McCar-
thy of trying to "Ku-Klux" him out of a job.

the Answer

By PAUL ROBESON
UST JOIN ME for a moment in taking a look at whaé
kind of country this could be if peace reigned in the
world. What could we do with the 40-to-50 million dollars
of your money and mine which an arrogant government

now spends to build up a war
machine here at home and
all over the world.

How many counties are
there in the South with
large Negro populations but
not a hospital which Negzroes
can enter? How many thou-

sands of our people have had
away,
{whom I

their life’s blood drip
like Julia Derlcotie
knew, and Beg-
zie Smith, one
of our great
artists, because
the county
hospital would
not take them
in? Could not
some of these
billilons be
used to bulld
hundreds of
hospitals and clinies in rural
and city areas, South and
North, -for Negro and white
Americans who now lack ade=-
quate medical facilities?

FPeace Neans Securily
Let's talk aboul schools for a
momenl, How many millions—
ne billions—are really needed
to eliminate segregation im
education, or to push the level
of Southern education up Lo
the inadequate achievement of
the North? The money thal's
now spent for a single H-bomb
plant could do this if we really
had peace, 3
Or take housing, Have we
eliminated the unpainted rural
shacks with the raln pouring
inside; the wurban tenements
and shanties with inadeguate
plumbing or no plumbing at
all, the rat-infested slums in
the major cities of the country?
Nobody who has traveled
through the South or taken a
look at the fire-traps here on
Chicago's Bouthside would say
that we have. But can we re-
place these horrible excuses for
human habitation with com-
fortable, sturdy homes for all
the American people and at the
same time spend billlions on
war? No, obviously '‘mot. If
American workers, Negro and

k.
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e McCarthy's Senate Inves-

white, are going to have decent
homes to live in then we must
have peace.

Xes, peace and vast programs
ol peace-lime construciion—
hospilals, schools, homes, roxds,
communily centers, bridges and
dams—wonld mean jobs—jobs
in the tens of thousands and
millions for workers who are
now beginning to feel the brunt
of layells in the electrical
trades, in the aulo industry, in
textile, steel and packing—ayid
you can just keep filling in the
others.

Path fto Freedom

Every consideration of the
interests of the Negro people,
every concern for their secur-
ity, their fight for equality,
their dignity, demands that
every gathering of Negro Amer-
icans declare that we must
have peace, not war! Let Mr.
Ceorge Schuyler marry Joe Mc-
Carthy if he wants to—we beg
to be excused from the cere-
mony. Let the decrepid Max
Yergan lounge around in illu-
sions of 19th century imperial-
ist omnipotence, if he will—we
have other ideas. We are con-
vinced by everything that has
happened in this nation and
abpbad that the path to Negro
freedom lies in firm conjune-
tionm with the piant strides
which humanity is taking in all
other countries of the world,
barring none, toward enforcing
the peace and silencing the
warmakers.

Now, If you preach this doc-
trine of peace, Iriendship and
brotherhood among the world's
peoples—you may still run into
a little trouble in the United
States. That opld devil Me-
Carthy may set out to get youl

Reject ‘Big Lie*

But a lot of Americans are
walking up to the fact that to
be the victim of an attack by
MeCarthyites may not be fatal.

In fact, the only thing fatal
for the American people would
be the failure to fight the Me-
Carthyile madness. For Me-
Carthyism means destruction
of the constitutional righis of
free speech and free press and
free religion, It means the pro-
hibition of free assemblies. It
means the burning of books
which proclaim the scientifie
truth that all men are created
equal. It means the reign of
fear, intimidation and terror.

I have no doubt that we
will beat back MeCarthylsm
and restore our traditional
liberties. But to do thiz we
must reject the Big Lie on
which MeCarthyism thrives.
The big lie is the fairy tale that
the American people are some-
how threatened by “commu-
nism."

Suppert ‘Big Truth'
-If we subscribe to this false=
hood then any militant leader
of labor or the Negro people’s
struggles may be in jail to-
maorrow. If we concede that the
ex-cily - councilman of New
York, the ex-lawyer from At-
lanta, Ben Davis, belongs in a

{Continued on Page 4)
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American Dilemma™)

McCarthy Bans Beoks g

That Honor Negroes

WHEN the State Depariment
at the prodding of McCar-
thy “banned” several hundred
works of some 40 authors from
the  shelves of U.S, libracies
overseas, the M. Y. Times noted
that “the nearest to a com-
mon factor" for removing the
books “appeared. to be the re-
fusal "(by the authors) to tell
Federal investizators about
communist affilations.”

But an examination of the
¥zt of banned books will reveal
that conspicuous ameong the
iitles that fell victim to Mc-
Carthy were the outstanding
contributions concerning racial
discrimination, particularly
anti-Negro oppression, in the
Uniled Stales.

Anti-Communisi Banned

For example, the banning of
books by two well-known anti-
eommunists, Walter White and
the Swedish Rockefeller-fin-
anced scholar, Gunnar Myrdal
{*A Rising Wind" and "“An
drama-
fically attests to the pure and
gimple anti=-Negroism of Mc-

Carthyism.

—

During World War 1II, Mr,

troops then stationed (1944) in
England, all of them, with the
exception of a Single anti-alr-
craft group, did omly manual
labor,

A Southern Yiew

Mr. White also quoted from
“an ofticlal order of an Ameri-
ecan colonel of Sguthern birth™:
“Colored soldiers are akin to
well meaning but iresponsible
children They cannot be
trusted to tell the whole truth.
Among the peculiar character-
Istics of the whole race ifare}
excitement, fear, religion, dope,
liquor. They individually
or eollectively can change form
with amazing rapidity from a
timid or bashful individual to
brazen boldness or madness.
The colored individual likes to
‘doll up,! strut, brag and show
off. He likes to be distinctive
and stand out from others
Everything possible should be
used to encourage this.”

Such reporfing, by McCar-
thyite standards, is “subver-
sive” and should be removed
from overseas libraries. The
fact’ that protest resulted in
restoring this book to the

Mtrs. Robeson Proves Too

BalFwisrg
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White,
the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored
People, served as an accredited
correspondent for the N. ¥Y.
Fost. Hiz reporting was eventu-
ally published in the book “A
Rising Wind—A Reporl ‘on the
Negro Soldier in the European
Theatre of War." It Is a fact-
val, well-told account of the
positive as well as the negative
aspects of the Negro GI's treat-
ment by the U.S. military in
Europe during the war against
Tascism.

Among other facts Mr. White
disclosed that while Negro
troops comprised more than
one-tenth of all “American
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shelves does not alter the ini-
tial impulse to ban it Before
the MceCarthy commitiee, the
Negro poet and writer, Lang-
ston Hughes, rencunced his
past and cooperated with Me-
Carthy., ¥Yet McCarthy was not
primarily eoncerned with Mr.
Hughes' recantation. He was
interested in such Hughes books
as "Simple Speaks His Mind™
which were banned ' abroad
notwithstanding the author's
cooperation, The following se-
lection particularly. irked the
Wisconsin book-burner:

“‘¥ou figure the Constitu-
tion has fallen down on you?’

YT do, said Simple, ‘TJusi like
it fell down on that poor Negro
Iy¥riched last monih. Did anyv-
body out of that mob go 1o
jail? Not a living soul! Bul
just kidnap some little small
white baby and take il across
the sgireet, and vou will do 20
yvears, The FBI wil spread its
dragnel and drag in 40 snspec-
tions before morning, And if
you are colored, don't get
caught selling a hall pint of
bootleg licker, or writing a few
numbers. They will put yvou in
every jail there is. But south-
erners can beat you, hurn you,
Iynch you and hang you le a
iree ... and every one of them
will .go scot Iree’”

In this :case the MoCarthy
committee was red-balting Pro-
fessor Wilkerson's bﬂuk_ “ape-

eial Problems of MNegro Educa-
tion,” a work commissioned by
the federal government when
he served as research associate
for FPresident Roosevelt’s Ad-
visory Commitiee oh Education
in the late thirties. At the hear-
ing the author described his
work as “analysis of the hor-
rible diserimination against Ne-
groes' in education.”

Is Education Subversive?

Professor Wilkerson, former-
Iy a member of the Howard
University faculty, pointed out
that the book contained “noth-
ing about communism” but
rather concerned itzelf with a
“weakness of Ameriean demoe-
racy.” He =zaid, " the pro-
posals had been followed™ that
were laid doewn in his book,
“it would have strengthened
democracy.” Hils gquestion: “Is
there something about a book
on Negro education that Iis
subversive?” provoked a typiecal
MecCarthy outbrust when the
Wisconszin senator pavelleqa,
“We'll ask the questions!™

And most of the guestions
had to do with everything else
but the book. Particularly did
Senators Mundt and MecCarthy
stress the wiiness" alleged ad-
vocacy of “lorce and violence,™
But Mr, Wilkerson doggedly
tried to keep the hearings on
their pstensible subject, a book
on discrimination ggainst Ne-
groes in American education,
His refusal to knuckle under to
intimidation finally prompted
Senator Mundt wearily to call
for the book's removal from the
overseas libraries. For MeCar-
thy the opportunity proved too
tempting. He ° openly prio-
claimed himself a book-burner

when he snapped defiantly:
“I don't care what they do
with that book whether

they burn it or noi!”

Ezslanda G. Robeson
(‘A Very White Commitiee’)

Langston Hughes
{No Support for Simple)

15th Amendment

Another Negro called before
the MeCarthy committes was
Mrs. Eslanda Goode Robeson,
MeCarthy  was: particularly
taken aback when Mrs. Robe-
son_ in declining to discuss her
private beliefs: and opinions,
underscored the rights of the
Negro people by invoking. the

15th Amendment to the TS,
Constitution. This bulwark of
the Constitution guarantees

equal rights regardless of race
or ¢olor, When she elected the
15th Amendment In addition
to the Sth—McCarthy snapped,
“You have no speecial rights be-
cause of your race!” He over-
ruled Mrs. Robeszon's position,
but not without a final word
from the famous anthropolo-
gist: "I don't quite understand.
As a Negro and as & second
class citizen I have been fight-
ing racial discrimination all my
life. You're white ‘and I'm Ne-
gro and this is a very white
commitiee™

Again the questioning pur-
sued the [amiliar, relentless
line of the McCarthy ecommit-
tee: :’lf_l'u'l:lﬂ'.ﬂf.‘}' of peace, “com-
munizm” and the inevitable al-
leging of advocacy of “force
and violence™ The last query
prompted Mrs, Robeson to re-
join: “I den't know anybody
dedicated to the overthrow of
the government by force and

Walter White
(War Book Irked Ike)

From the Amsterdam News

N.X.

violence. The only force and
violence I have seen has been
that against the Negro people,”

Jim Crow Elections

MeCarthy tried with a des-
peraie politeness to aszsure Mrs.
Robeson that the only reason
no MHegroeés were on the ¢om-
mitiee was that there were no
Negrag senators, The only dis-
crimifiation he saw was “‘dis-
crimination by the wyolers.™
This apology by MeCarthy Tor
Jimecrow elections is not naive.
He knows the seore—and it is
ciear where he stands on the
issue—with the Dixjecrats, Mrs,
Robegon took a few minutes out
to provide the “naive” MeCar-
thy with a few elementary facts

in American. life: “Most Ne-
proes are in the South™ she
said, “and they don't have

much rlght to elect a senator.™

Two Ouesses

Mrs, Robeson's sharp rejoind-
ers and her refusal to be in=
timidated by the MeCarthy ap-
paratus evoked a significant
response from the thoroughly
pigued McCarthy. Her answers,
MeCarthy | threatened — bub
with a “deep courtesy,” as the
N.¥. Times reported — would
normally bring down a cltation
for contempt.” He (MeCarthy)

would not seek (a contempt
citation) . . . as . proof that
she was getting ‘special con-
sideration.’” He added that it
would be “different” if a man
had given the same testimony,
MeCarthy  compounded the
racism when “he asserted that
other members of minority

groups, as witnesses, had ‘capl-
tallzed® on thelr ‘race’ to be=
rate, the subcommittes.'
When azked If she had Te-
cently spoken on the subject of
MeCarthyism, Mrs, Robeson ac=
knowledged that she had. Me-
Carthy then asked, “What did
she za¥?" The obese J. B. Mat=
thews 1':!;::':':9‘# “She didn't say
whether she was for or agalnst
5" Mrs. Robeson laughed and
quipped, “I'll just glve yourtwo
guesses!” While the press noted
that McCarthy joined in the
“roar of laughter” from the
packed heating room_ others
observed that Mr. Witeh-Hunt
shifted In obvious discomfort
and rellef as the wife of Paul
Robeson left the witness chaln

-
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Opposition to McCarthyism Grows
Press, Pulpit and Organizations

THE Negro people have suf-
fered too much not to detect
the presence of an enemy. More
than anybody else, they know
when somebody is gunning for
them. That is why_ the most
crycial evidence for McCarthy's
profound anti-Negroism is to
be found in the reaction of the
American Negro community to
MeCarthy. Far from being bul-
lied by MeCarthy, the Negro
press promptly greeted Me-
Carthy with a vigorous blast.
The BEaltimore Afro-Ameriean
ineisively: charged that “Sena-
tor McCarthy would burn books
against  discrimination” (July
11) ‘after the “Wilkerson hear-
ing. The paper promptly got
the point of MeCarthy's attack
on Prefessor Wilkerson. The
Alro-American remarked: “As
far as Senator MeCarthy s
concerned, all books which ex-
pose America’s racial diserimi-
nation can be burned—and the
zooner, the better.”

FProper Guestion

The united resistance which
MeCarthy inspired among Ne-
groes throughout the country
was expressed editorially (July
91 by the conservative Journal
and Guide of Norfolk, Virginia:
“A proper guestion to ask [Me=
Carthy and Mundt] is . . . do
-vou approve of the discrimina=
tion Mr. Wilkerson bared? Do
vou think that the banning or
burning of this book will hide
from the world the indignities
which this democratic nation

s Y aAwT

Lowigwille
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Survive

ATLANTA, Ga.—The mlniﬂﬂ'
wilh conviclion who understafids
{he Christian gospel, knows the
historie Tole of Christianity, and
who has a deep conviclien that
-tb:d church is ardained under

W

dy.

still imposes upon its Negro
minority? These guestions are
entirely aside from any lefi-
wing leanings the author may
er may nol have, B¢ he Com-
munist or anti-Communist, the
merils of his boeok should be
the only test of its elizibility
for inclusion in any library”
(emphasis added).

The H.¥Y. Amsierdam News
of July 11 carried a lead edi-
torial against McCarthy, illus-
trated with an appropriate
and hard-hitting political car-
toomn.

Exposes MceCarthy's Aim

Apain the Afro-Américan
(July 18}, sharply pointed up
the real issue behind MeCarthy
when it editorially exposed his
attack on Mrs. Robeson: "The
insidious purpose of  Senator
McCarthy's latest junket into

| McCarthy’s Backers

{Continwed from page 1)
ment making segregation of
the black and white races a
law of the United States ol
America. And we advocate
making 1t a federal ‘crime for
intermarriage between the
black and white races.” At the
same convention Gerald L. I
Emith ‘tutri a gathering of
nearly 7.000 American fascists
a story so vile that we cannot
bring ourselves to repeat 1t
here,

Closeg and Kamp

MeCarthy's other anti-Sem-
itic' zollaborators such as Up-
ton Close, Joe Kamp and oth-
ers and the numerous financial
backers of these professional
bigols are as unreservedly anti-
Negro as' they are pro-Me-
Carthy.

The Senate also discovered
that out-of-state funds had
been funneled through Me-
Carthy into Maryland. Among
these funds was a sum  of
$10000 from Mr.. and Mrs
Clint Murchison of Texas. Just
who iz Clint Murchinson? He is
part of "a group whose. oil
wealth 15 virtually unlimited”
and whose politico-financial
backing iz firmly behind Sen.
MeCarthy. According to ~ the
Washinzton ecolumnist, Mar-
quis Childs (M. ¥. Post, June
18), one of the group, H. L.
Hunt, haz an annual income
in excess of $20,000,000 after
taxes!

Just how reliable an invest-
ment .lo they consider Jog Me-
Carthy? So much se, -thatl

members of this Tabulously
wealthy and influential petro-
leum ¢lub coptributed money
to the Maryland campaign to
elect a  MecCarthy “puppet™;
they have given sums for the
1952 Wisconsin campalgn to
gsgure MeCarthy's re-election;
and, recently, they are glving
finaneial backing for McCarthy
to take the TV alrways over
more than 145 outlets through=-

out the United States under
the speciously-titled produe-
tion “Facts Forum,” an out-

right propaganda stage reach-
ing millions of Americans for
McCarthyism,
Againsi Equalitly

Among the facts which the
MceCarthy forum will not tele-
viseé are that the backers of this
exiremely costly program 'are
some of the foremost white
supremacists in the South. One
of these is the incaleulably
wealthy Clint Murchison. Dur-
ing the 1952 presidential race
in Texas Clint Murchison sup-
ported the Republican Party.
He told the M. ¥. Fost (July 6)
that ne had issued a campaign
publication distributed in the
hundreds of thousands for the
GOP. Thiz McCarthy backer
admitted that one of the things
he emphasized was white su-
premacy. “Well, It's: net hard
to see that Texas farmers are
almost all Anglo-Saxons. . . %
And, whatever yvou think about
it, theyre anti-Megro on the
equality thing anyway. My pa-
per kind of caitered to these
feelings” (emphasis added),

Mc€C arth

church, MNevertheless, he
minded his lisicners lhat the
church has always fought whem
religions freedom was o jeopar-

An example of this, the andi-
ence was Inld, s
Couneil of Churches which haz
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the darkened cave of the book-
burners is becoming  increas-
ingly clear. . . . His aim I5s to
create the Impression that
authors who dare expose 0T
protest American racial short-
comings are ‘following the
communist line” and therefore
what they write must be sub-
versive.” To reinforee its edi-
tofial conclusions regarding
MeCarthy, the Afro cited the
anti-communist study, An
American Dilemma, by Gunnar
Myrdal. Accompanying the edi-
torial was a lead neéws story
headed, “Mrs. Robeson Proves
Too Much for Senator Me-
Carthy.”

Other Negro journals which
not only defend Mrs.. Hobeson
but retaliated sharply against
the MceCarthy committee dur-
ing the week of July 18 Includ-
ed the N. Y., Amsterdam News
and the Philadelphia Tribune,

Church Proiesis

Further confirmation comes
from the leaders of the Negro
church in America who have
denounced the MeCarthy at-
tacks so clearly aimed at the
Negro people. The Rt, Rev, Wil-
liam J. Walls, of the African
Methodist Episcopal Zion
Church, said in commenting
on the keCarthy attacks on
Mrs. Robeson, FProfessor Wil-
kerson and others, that “The
efforts of MeCarthyites are be=
ing made to defame 'Negro
leaders.” Bishop Walls, an out-
spoken advocale of peace and
brotherhood, went on to de-
clare; “I do not believe that
these people [the MeCarthy-
ites]| are afraid of minisiers
and ‘commumnism, they are
afraid of religion and right-
EOUSNess.

The  Rev. Edward D. Mc-
Gowan, chalirman of the Na-
tional Committee to Delfend

Nepro Leadership, called on his
people: to resist McCarthyism
when he sald, “Mearly 2,000
years-ago the founder:of the
Christian ‘community gave His
life ‘for the right to think, to
speak and-to believe according
to the dictates of - His con-
sclence.” When J. B. Matthews,
the professional "anti-commu-
nist” who masterminds many
of the ranking anti-Semites in
the® United States, made his
“eontemptuous” attack on the
Protestant clergy ‘as the “larg-
est single group" supporting
“communisin,” the Negro
church scored: the McCarthy
aide. Tn "a° letter of protest to
MeCarthy himself, the First
Episcopal District of the

Do The Senators Approve
Of School D:scnmmatmn’

Jaurvaland Fude July I lq
MONG the recen i egness'}mled
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THE PHESS SPEAKS OUT: Articles (abovel which oppeared in
the “Afro-American,” the Morfolk “Journal and Guide,” ond the

M. Y. “Amsterdam Mews,” are typical of the reoction of the
Negro press to McCarthyism,

African Methodist Episcopal Patriots, Inc, and currently
Church “vigorously condemn- profiting handsomely from his
ed”  Matthews (N.Y. Times, anti-Semitic activities, Zoll was
July-11). aided in his “research” for this

pamphlet by J. B. Malthews
(Bridgeport Herald, July 12).

It was apparent from the be-
ginning of McCarthy's implac=
able drive against books which
exposed anti-Negro diserimina=
tion and his conspicuous as-

Matithews Allacks Clergy

And for particularly good
reason did the Negro church
take fighting exception to the
Matthews slur. Matthews, it
will be recalled, was personally
selected by MeCarthy to head

his committee staff until na- Sault on key Nl_';frul !t-.mler!a‘Ith
tion-wide protest forced Mc- his efforts to split the Negro
Carthy to fire Matthews. An community along artificial lineg
examination of the celebrated ©f persenal political belief
Matthews article, “Reds and Would -fail. And it has failed
Our Churehes” in the reaction- Miserably. The Negro pcople,

their leaders and their press

ary American Mercury for July :
have pui up a uniled and vig=

shows that Matthews lsted—
separately from the whites sig- ©rous protest to McCarthy that
nificantly enough—no less than 18 unique in - American life
12 outstanding bishops of Ne- leday.

gro churches, Matthews noted The anti-Negro line of Me=
that there were some “T.000" Carthy that we have shown
clergymen who were part of here is not a random manifes-
this “communist conspiracy” tation. MeCarthy's  campsign
within the American chureh against the civil rights and lib-
community, There is only one ertles of all Americans 1s an
place ,where J. B. Matthews essential and inevitable part of

could have secured the wery his fascist offensive against the
listings and numbers which he American people. This must
used in the Mercury artiele. mnecessarily Include depriving

minorities of their rights, Mc=
Carthy's actlons over the past
few months have enforced this
realization among the. Negro
people, MeCarthy's anti-Negro-
ism  and anti-Semitic CONNec—
tions, together: with his offen=
sive against civil liberty, stamp
him for the full-blown fascist
that he is.

The names, the numbers, and
the very language of his ar-
ticle are very nearly verbatim
selections from a pamphlet
published in 1949 entitled How
Red is the Federal Council of
Churches? by the neotorious
merchant of fascism, Allen Al-
derson Zoll, war-time head of
the openly fascistic - American
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A Conversation from Life
By ALICE CHILDRESS

ARGE, there's an awlul lot

of upsets going on today.
You can't pick up the newspa-
per without getting  the trem-
ors. Everybody is going around
with a worried hang-dog ex-
pression. Too many people are
felghtened and fearful and
warried and just plain bheart-
Bilek:

Every word you read is Com-
munist this and Communist
that and McCarthy, MceCarthy,
MceCarthyism. Everybody is be-
ing investigated to see il they
think anvthing Communist, Air
raid sirens are blowing all over
the land and the whole popu-
lace is stirring and tossing with
troubled dreams every night
and the litkle children: are
crawling under their desks in
school and holdin® their little
hands over thelr heads—to pro-
tect them from atomic blasts.

The church, is being investi-
gated, the school is bein’ in-
vestizated, the library shelves
iz bein® investigated, the Army
iz bein® investigated, the unions
ts. bein" investipated, social
clubs, political clubs, scientists,
actors, writers, business peo-
ple, housewives, the post office,
the fire department, social
workers, factory workers, store
kespers, aunts, cousins, sisters,
grandmothers, daughters, sons,
brothers and husbands—all be-
in’ Investipated!

And for what? . . . Yes, that's
what they say—to see i they
are Communists or sympathize
with Communists, or have ever
belonged to any organization
that had Communists in it, or
if they have ever entertained
a Communist or spoken to a
Communist, or read a Commu-
nist paper or thought any
thouphts that a Communist
might also think.

Why, Marge, WHY? | . . ¥es,
they say that too—that Com-
munism iz  wicked or Rkeeps
people from being [ree and is
just outright awful. . . . But the
particulars are zo skimpy. . . .
Why Is it awful? "“Because
you'll lose your freedom,” they
say! The Ireedoms we prize so
much, like—reading what you
wank, saying what you want,
choosing yvour frlends like you
want, publishing any book or
paper you want te publish,
reading what you like, going to
whatever church you want . . .
every clitizen in the land having
equal rights to vole, serve on
juries and. all the rest of the
egual rights that citizens are
supposed to have, . ..

NDW. MARGE, you just turn

on your television set at
glmost any time and you will
be sure to find some discussion
ragin’ about, “How we can stop
Communism”—and it will be
cailed some Kind of “lorum,”
and you will see that they have
picked three or four or more
Ealks who hate Communism—
ta tell vou what it is; and il
by chance there is one person
who Is not too sure whether
it'’s all that bad, he will sure
wishh he hadn't been there by
the bime the others finish ruin-
ing hiz reputation or his busi-
both,

Less or

But one thins you never see
i5 a Communist sittin® in on it
and explaining what he thinks
Communism is—and deflending
it. That's not allowed!?! No,
T !

Mow if the object of McCar-
thy is to stop Communism and
convinece all the American peo-

ple that it’s bad, it seems to
me it would be & shortcut for
him to. get a well-known Com-
munist on television and rip
into him in a open debate and
show the people what' a Com-
munist thinks about . . . and
if McCarthy iz right he could
pick his arguments to shreds.
Why doesn't-he do tHat? I ask
yvou, why?

Wo. . . . Instead there's a
whole lot of hullabaloo about
not allowin' Communist books
on the library shelves, not al-
lowin® Communisis to write on
newspapers or teach in schools,
or act In plays: or speak their
piece anywhere. In other words,
they are tellin' the American
public, *¥ou just might believe
every word you hear”

.« That's very true, Marge.
There are folks that are speak-
in' out against terrorizin’ the
public, but most of "em use the
strangest reasonin’. They will
zay, “We must not be ques-
tioning and terrorizing inno-
cent people.” Now who in the
devil can decide who iz inno-
cent beforehand? What they
are sayin' really is: “Let's ter-
rorize the Communists by fair
means or foul and at the same
time try not to bedevil folks
who are not Communists.”

Now I econlend Lhat terrify-
ing and bedeviling are not fit
methods to use on any citizen
and we are all going to suffer
much more until we wake up
and defend the rights of Com-=
munists—delend their right to
speak and be heard, Lo write
and be read, to vote and to run
for public office, to have the
full benefits of trial by jury.

It is laughable, Marge, but I
hear people everywhere begin-
ning their sentences. .. . "1 am
not a Communist, but. . , "
Why does someone have to an-
nounce that they.are not a
Communist before they can tell
me -what they are thinking?

ELL, the upshot of it all is

just this. . . . There is.one
thing in which I am agreein'
with MecCarthy. . . . If we are
going te persecule people for
what they read or think there
is nothing else for the perse-
cutors to do but to keep the
readin’ and thinkin® matter out
of sight and sound. Then we
must raid the libraries and re-
moave all books that the ruling
body in thiz land deems unfit
for our minds . . . we must
suppress all mowvies that they
think unfit . . . we must close
all schools that they think un-
fit . . . we must close off every
avenue that they think unfit
and put away or do away with
all people who have such ideas,
closze all churches and social
groups that hold such ideas
and purge every home in the
land to root out such ldeas—
that is if we are ready to trade
Justice In exchange for Perse-
cution,

That's right, Marge. The
guestlon today is mot MeCar-
thyism or Communism. Il is—
American Justice,

. » « What is its definition?
You see, Marge, to me peace
means & lot more than not
bein" in a war. It means peace
in yvour heart and mind; it
means my neighbors and
friends and all mankind grow-
ing in wisdom and love and
understanding; it means find-
ing a cure for cancer; it means
feeding the bhungry, making
garden apariments out of the
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On Trial ... WHY?
HUGH BRY30ON is the President of ihe Na- -
tional Union of Marine Cooks & Slewards,
one of the oldest maritime unions on the -
West Coast.
THE TECHNICAL CHARGE on which he Is o
being brought to trial claims that he faisified
an oeath required by the anti-labor Taft-
Hartley Board.
=
OYER 230,000 other union members havye :
signed this oath, which is reguired by the law, -
: et
to the effect that they “are not now” mem-
tu_'ﬂi of the Communist Parly, or “affiliated™ ¥
with that party. 2
ERYSON WAS the first leader of a national
union Lo be indicted on such a charge. (Sev-
eral others have sinee been indicted and simi- -
larly face trial)
THE PURPOSE of Taft-Hartley is to smash b
unions; the “anti-communist™ affidavit is one
4 Ay~ ol the weapons of the law. It is designed to ey
;| take away from union men and women the
HUGH BRYSON righl lo elect their own officers, and to re-
place those officers with others who will con-
g . form ; , %
What Negro Leaders Think of MCS! S ST SR DY S0E RS
ers—want,
Wide support for what MCS had done for its s
members exists in the Negro communify I[rom
poast to coast. Most reqently, a resoiution passod
unanimously in San Franclgco at a meeting spon-
sored by Megro comnmunity leaders, had tChls
Lo sRy:
We . . . Tecognize that those slements most e
vl in condemnation of this anien’s policies £
have violaled amd are still violallng the laws of
our lnnd ruthier than following the democratlc -
hiring practlses of the wnlon they condemn, as
far as Negro cltlzens are concerned, . . A
“The officers and leadership of this union have
helped bring into réal practize in their union af-
faira the Constifution and Bill of Rights of our
country, Those who atiack this union for 1ts Iy
contribution to rcinl democracy attack the ecp- -
nomic and soclal aapirations of this comDrumity,”
The meeling at whivh this rezolutlon was
passed was sponsorcd by Dr. and Mres, Carlion : 2
Gondlet, communlty leaders, bMessers Alberd i B =
dumes and Willlam  Chester, (leaders of Ehe EQUALITY IN THE UMNION=A "wnion with such pria-
Intl, Langsharemen's & Warehinusemen s v ' ' ' &
Union), Messers Cecll L, Finley and Smwmuoel ciples m'.u” il Hm.m il "f '"'cr."nl uffaics, or be "
Coleman (undertakers 4. Legrangd [, Cole= found 5""”" of I‘TM"“'- Here is President Hugh Eﬂf’!‘“‘"
man and Washington E, Garner and the Rev, lat head of table! with the members of the gtntﬂﬂ -
F. O. Haynes. a leader of the Natlonal Bap- council of MCS. Typical leaders are Al Thibadeaus,
tst Church, part agent, and Joe Johnson, motional secrebary-treasurer, -
WIDESPREAD 2UPPORT zeen ta the right of Brysonm.
The lats beloved pastor of the Pleasant HIl =
Baptist Church [(San Franbclscod and president of
the H;l;:.tls[ Ministers' Unlon, the Rev, R, L. Tur= R T S e T A R T A -
ner, had this to say at the 1951 convention of MOS: 1 What YOU Can Do to H'E]P:
“T find It wery encoeuraging o fAod mvself : * Send for the record of Hugh Brysou
asznclating with  peopls  lEe yourselves, whe 1 and hiz union, the MCS from the MCS De-
dedicate thelr Unie and energies o uplifting ] ) e 3 5
humaniiy. . . . I have much sympathy for the = fense ?Dmmltteg' 148 Libe ty St., N. Y'. C. s
MOCS, ... 01 disdain discrimination from any H * Bring these facts to your [ellow clti-
SOUFCe: . . Anything o life that s worth do- 1 zZens—in your church, your fraternal or- -
Ing must be bBullt b stroggle” : panization, your union, your nelghborhood,
At the same convention, the Internatlonally 1 * Contribute as EEHEFDUS;!" A8 You can to =
celebrated artist Paul Robeson, who iz an honor- : the defense of this outstanding fighter for
ary member of BMCS, spoke and said: "I have I Negro-white unity.
never becn so proud to be a member of & union, 1 . - Ty _n 1 z
I have experienced no prouder moment than Ll i Ask Attorney DE!'I.EfJ.'ﬂ.. T[E"lh,?t‘t- I
being here and taking part in this discussion as } Brownell (Dept: of _J ustice, Washington, s
a working member of thiz unlon, I can tell you, g D.Co to drop the Indictment of Brysomn.
I challenge Any other unibon o match what I 1 STL
BAAT tonights . - i | am willing to help and have checked
In January, 1054, the “Baptist Ministerial Al- 1 the things that | can do. .
lance,' of Ban Francisco, representing the Negro I NAME
Baptist Churches of the Community., passed = i T g LR L AR S e P R
resolution pledging full support to Mr., Bryson BT o o T P St e e LT . e
and his Cooks & Stewards, Thousandg of indi- I 3 Rk
viduals, organizations and unlons, have gone on : ORGANIZATION .ic.orassnasnssnes -
record In support of Hugh Bryson, Won't you 1
Joln us? R o i i o K e e A ansamm
L
- .,
o every o Wi pernis ¢Big Truth’® is the Answer
up every school in the land Lo Ig ru
all races; it means friendship (Continued from page 1) decades understand this. ; s
and laughter and freedom fFrom 3 Eqx We must counterpose to the 3
. : o ol o : ] ir row jail, et = x
fear; it- means grownup folks S e g : . Blg Lie the Blg Truth of our
g : then we concede MceCarthy's R g i o
not bein' ashamed fo go to ; - ; i times—that any kind of gen-
- : ! right and Brownell's right to ! o i
school and learn to read and PR =L i SRS eral war will destroy all the
write and enjoy this big, beau- A L L R L b peoples of the world, that dif- =
: T g i ki : Fruman, and to dig ap Frank- 0 I i T AN 1
tiful world; it means making it lin D. R T - ferent social systems must live
the social rage to belong to the ', i l. ",“mt gt together in peaceful coopera-
s i ail Loo! ; ik Sl
millions rather than the “four n-a : tlon and competition, that the
hundred.” The defense of Davls and hls American people will not be
That's 1 t, Marge, there are colleagues, the demand for abreast of the rest of the world
two doors in front of us: Per- thelr immediate amnesty, 15 until] we choose a government ]
secution or Justice, and It’s up the very [oundation of any really dedicated to the needs
to the American people to de- claim. we have to basic civil and welfare of the working *
cide which one It will be. . . . liberties. Certainly we of the people, the poor farmers; the
I've made up my mind, Marge, Negro people, bombed and Negro millions and all the op-

How about you?

Iynched and falsely jailed for

pressed of this land.




