Here’s
My Story

By PAUL ROBESON

Civil Rights in '54
Depends on the Fight
Against McCarthyism

HE PLACING OF THE ISSUE

of sepregation in educafion

belore the Supreme Courf rep-

resents  a magnificent stride

forward in the

long batile of

MNegro. Ameri-

cang- for full

equality. It

seems to me

diffieult. to

speculate asz to

how the Court

will decide.

Certainly if

the Court acts

in accordance

with the demands of democ-

racy and the needs of the

whole S8outhern people—colored

and white—Iit wil] strike down

segregation unconditionally and
immediately,

Who will say that the South-
ern  people, who maintained
unsegregated school systems
during the Reconstruclion pe-
riogd, will not support them in
19547 Im the Anal analysis the
people—nol the nine justices—
are the courl of last resort.

However, the still-powerful
sections of the Dixiecrats are
girding themselves for final
struggle. The Byrnes' and Tal-
madeges, in fact the Council of
Scuthern Governors, seem to
mige to be heading toward a
major  battle on the whaole
front of our right to first class
citizenship, somewhat in the
tradition of Henry Clay and
his stubborn defense of the
theory of “states’ rights.™ The
fight will still go on, especially
in the South, where the bulk
of our people live,

HETHER CIVIL RIGHTS
bills will be passed in the
coming session of Congress will
depend not on the oft-heralded
“eood Intentions” of Eisen-
hower, or the election-year
promises of Congressmen, bub
on the degres to which the
MNegro people;, labor, the poor
farm population, and all lovers
of democracy make an earnest,
united and irresistable demand.
We must not forget that the
whaole civil righls program—for
voling righs in the South, for
the right of our people to work
and to full opportunities for
advancement through adequate
federal fair employment prac-
tices legislation, for the right
to full protection of our wvery
lives in states like Florida, the
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The Issue Before the Court—
Segregated Schools

Teacher, Why Can't

PORTERS, WAITERS, RED CAPS INVOLVED

We Go to the GOOD

M

School, Too?

Fight Against R. R. Bias Looms in ‘54

By John H. Jones

We have seen In preceding
articles, how the railroads fos-
tered and profited from the
Jim Crow policies of the oper-
ating brotherhoods in driving
Negroes from the Industry. And
we have seen how the govern-
ment through the old National
Railroad Administration and
subsequently by Act of Con-
gress and the present Railroad
Labor Adjustment Board have
sponsored policies that backed
up the railroads’ and Jim Crow
Erotherhoods' anti-Negro
drives against the operating
workers.

But more than this we have
seen how during World War
II these anti-Negro policies
menaced the security of the
country by blocking the total
mobilization of the railroads’
capacity to carry materials for
the defeat of the Iascists in
Europe and Asia.

Aside from these conditions
the same OT wWorse exists among
the little known non-operating
workers where the greatest
number of Negroes work as,

roundhouse and track labor-
ers; freight handlers; car
cleaners; laundry workers; red
caps; station porters and
sleeping, parlor, and chair car
porters; and dining car waiters.

As late as 15949 only two per
cent of the road service jobs
were held by MNegroes whereas
in 1910, ninety per cent of these
jobs were held by Negroes. And
put of the more than 35000
telegraph opefators less than
30 are Negroes.

But the history of the strug-
gle by the Negro workers has
been a long and hard fought
one and as 1954 beging it prom-
ises to pick up speed and win
some. really substantial vwic-
tories.

Porters & Waiters Organize

The fight made by the Broth-
erhood of Sleeping Car Porters
for the right to organize Negro
porters and to even win a
charter from, the Jim Crow-
ridden AFL marked an early
phase in the struggle of Negro
railroad workers.

Most recently the victory of
the Food and Dining Car

Workers Union on the Pennsyl-
vania R.R. over the combined
might of the Jim Crow AFL
union and a CIO organizing
drive delivered a jarring blow
to company and union dis-
crimination. By a vote of 1,403
to T02 for the AFL and 99 for
the CIO the Pennsy dinlng car
workers resolutely showed the
companies that Negroes in the
industry were determined to
stop the campaign to drive
them from railrpading—and
moreover to win better condi-
tions, upgrading and  better
pay.

Many of the roads are re-
placing Negro men with 25
years experience with young
white women, while on the
Northwestern Negro bartenders
are being replaced by whites
from fhe _AFL Bartenders
Union, This iz a trend being
fought by the new union.

Union Gets REesulis

Among some of the improve-
ments that the new union won
gn the Pennsy was o ceiling
on the number of persons a

(Continued on Page 4)

ust Go!

By HARRIET BOURNE

The decision on what to
do with the hot potato
that the United States Su-
preme Court is mow tossing
about in agony is bound to
be favorable to this country,
whichever way it goes. This
iz the opinion of many
scholars, lawyers, and just
plain Joe  Doakeses, who are
familiar with the issues in the
five cases involving Jim Crow
elementary schools, upon which
the Court heard final argu-

P

ments on December 7.

For what is good for this
country’s fifteen: million Ne=-
groes 15 good for the country—
With NO apolories to Secretary
of Defense Charles. E, Wilson.

The extraordinary Impork-
ance of the tribunal’s pend=
ing ruling is an isspe that it
has not faced squarely in all
of the cases brought before it
since 1896. whether segrega-
tion asz such 1z unconstitu-
tional; whether the separate=
but-equal doctrine, established
by the Court nearly a century
‘ngo and adhered to In the
main since that time, iz dis-
criminatory and thereby vio-
Iates the Fifth or Fourteenth
Amendments,

Some States Are Frantie

Already the die-hard South-
ern States, led by Herman
Talmadee's Georgia, and James
F. Byrnes’ South Carolina, are
frantically passing laws, and
proposing amendments to theip
constitutions to- circumvent in=
tegration by abolishing their
public school systems, and, in
some cases, fast appropriating
funds toward “equalizing” ex-
penditures per pupil.

South Carolina’s leglslators
have discussed selling or leas-
ing its public schools to pri-
vate concerns and subsidizing
each pupil by paying them
something like %200 per year
for educational expenses.
Georgia has approved two
measures: one which  would
authorize “private” schools by
taxation, and the other to pro-
vide for grants fo citizens for
éducation in these schools,

Alabama has put forward
the Compact Clause plan,
whereby the. Jim Crow States
would contract with each
other to take over each oth-
er's schools and collect from
each other, or something just
as mebulous and silly. Other
States have warned that they

{Continued on Page 2)
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The Issue Before the Court-

{Continued from page

simply will not abide by a ruling. These
die-hard states are grasping at the proverbial
straw, as they did when the Supreme Court
outlawed segregated primaries and they sought
to get around the ruling by setting up their
political parties as private clubs in order to
keep Neproes from registering. This plan was
knocked out by the Court.

The five cases before the Court all involve
elementary zchools in Virginia, Kansas, Dela-
ware, South' Carolina, and the District of
Columbia. They were started in 1850 and 1951
by Negroes who sought to enter their chil-
dren in certain lily-white secondary and ele-
mentary schools.

District of Columbia Case Differs

The {four' State cases ‘are argued and
financed by the NAACP, while the one in the
District of Columbia is sponsored and financed
by 'a private organization, the Consolidated
Parents Group, Inc., which organized for the
purpose. It has raised funds for the prosecu-
tion” of the case and Washington lawvers are
donating their services.

The four States base thefr arguments on
the Fourteenth Amendment, contending that
sepregation as such iz diserimination and a
viplation of the equal protection clause of this
amendment. The District of Columbia case uses
the Fifth Amendment, contending that the
-MNegro pupils are deprived of their liberty and
rights without due process of law, since this
is federal territory and Congress has: never
passed a law compelling separation of the races
there.

The Washington case Is especially interest-
Ing because of its Tederal status and the lack
of an explicit law compelling segregation. A
number of cases agalnst the separate school
gystem have been before the courts, but the
Board of Education, which has always cham-
ploned segrecation, has heretofore won out on
their argument that the Organic Act passed
by Congress in 1364 authorized the separation
of the races In public schools.

Lawyers fighting segregated schools there
contend that this act merely permiis separate
schools, that It originally provided only that
suitable schools should be provided for the
“draining of Negro pupils. School officials in
Washington boast that sums spent on Negro
&chools are equal to those spent on whites,
that the funds are appropriated in propor-
tion to the racial population, and that the

Negro schools are conducted in the same man-
ner as the white, .

They point to the fact that the school board
iz composed of three Negro members to six
whites, which s the ratio of Negroes in the
popuilation, and that- funds are allocated . in
this proportion. In recent years, however, the
ratio of Negro pupils to whites has been in-
creazing for reasons that we shall not cite here,

Every school child and parent in Wash-
ington and its environs knows, however,

that E

Jim Crow Schools M

SOUTHERN SCHO

—

— oy
s

the vaunted separate-but-equal practice iz far 56

from- being followed there, ss iz the case in

practically all of the segregated States to date. ®
Megro schools are more congested than white &

ones, the buildings are older and less adequate,
and in many instances Negro pupils must
travel longer distances to and from school, if

they happen to live in predominantly white §

areas.
%

Procedure Unprecedented

Evidence of the heat of the pofato that the

Supreme Court has been tossing about for more
than' a year may. be seen in the unprecedented
length of time the cases have been before the
Court.” They were argued December, 1952,
arguments were called for last June, postponed

to October, and then to December, one year s

after the first hearings.

Another unusual procedure of the Court in
scheduling the new arguments was a list of
five odd gquestions the Court handed to the
lawyers on
briefs before December 7. In fact, some of
the guestions were so odd that some of the at-
torneys felt that they would be usurping the
jurisdietion of the Court if they attempted to
answer them.

The five questions pozed by the High Court,
in essence, requested the lawyers to do a little
hindsight reading of the minds of the Con-
gressmen and State legislators who formulated
and passed on the Fourteenth Amendment to
the Constitution in order to ascertain whether
the former intended to abolish segregation in
the schools; to decide whether it is in the
power of the courts to abolish segregation:
and if segrepgated schools should be abolished
by the Supreme Court;, to answer whether Ne-
groes should be admitted to all schools now
or at some future time, and when; and to
reply lo the gquestion whether the Ceourl should
decide on the details of integration or give
general directions to the Staies, and If so,
what directions.

e

There is not space here to publish the five
auestions in detail, but to give a sample, we

Southern ‘Democracy’ in Black & White

(Chart shows per pupil expenditures in six states and D. C., 1952]
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both sides to answer In written §

publish below verbatim the first two questions:

1) What evidence is there that the Congress
which submitted and the State legislatures
and conventions which ratified the Four-
teenth Amendment contemplated or did not
contemplate, understood or did not under-
stand, that it would abolish segregation in
public schools?

2) If neither the Congress in submitting nor
the Siates In ratifying the Fourteenth
Amendment understood that compliance
with it would require the immediate abali-
tion of segregation in public schools, was
it nevertheless the understanding of the
framers of the Amendment (a) that future
Congresses fhight, in the exercise of their
power under Section 5 of the Amendment,
aholish such segregation, or (b) that it
would be within the judicial power, in light

of future conditions to construe the Amend--

ment as abolishing such sepregation of its
own force?

In their replies to the questionz posed by
the tribunal, NAACP counsel listed evidence to
prove that it was the intention of Congress
in passing the Fourteenth Amendment to de-
stroy all easte and ecolor legislation; that it is
within the power of the Eu:uht to rule segre-
gated schools unconstitutional; and that the
Court sheuld pall for the abolition of segre-
gated schools immediately,

Both the Attorney Generals, under Truman's
Democratic Administration and under Eisen-
hower's Republican Administration, have filed
briefs with the Court. Former Attorney General
James P. MeGranery was more specific, pleading
thatl the Court overturn the separate-but-eguoal

doclring, while Altormey Geénéral Brownell, in-
* his brief, plaved both

sides, The Pittshurgh
Courier, which ‘iz pro-Republican, noted that
Brownell's’ statement *Jookéd” at’ 'ithe confto-
versy both ways™

The People Démand: Open tie

. Irom

= -

Erownell set forth|
sides, and did not advgafe
ing the Couri to decl} as
No doubt to placate £
the Fourteenth Ameplhlfn
hibit all legizlation by fhe
basis of race or cﬂlq:_n e

Issue Not T

The U.S. Supreme Tt
eases  involving  Stalfssup
higher education, 5 wedl
teachers' salaries and Tacil
endary and elemenlargses
two decades, but in no'inst
face and rule upon-ihk ke
tionality of ﬁegrcgaﬁn‘m

In the Gaines -:asa aga
of Missouri, the tribus {
plaintif must be profded
education within thetSt5
States paid the tuiﬂah fo
at schools in other Stgtes
equivalent course in thplr ¢
school for Negroes.) Tt keld
equal to that of the U T
not be established foriBigy
sity, tHe Megro schgol l;gg,
pelled to be admitied lo il

The results of [his gl
turn. Lloyd Gaines, &
shortly after the rulin
to this day.

few years later inib
Léuylze Sipuel enjolng
homa' Trom barring
and she subsequentd
the McLaurin ‘and
Iater, the "Coiirt wewl -
MecLaurin had been il-l}nlt.l.
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arguments of both
ot adygeafe either, merely ask-
o declilas its “judicial duty.”
cate M

Amendment intended to “pro-
ion by'ibe States drawn on the
color.” I

ot Heretofore
ITEmE t has ruled on many
Stal pported schools of

n, sMwell as equalization of

s and faeilities in public sec-

ienturg@etiools during the past

. In m@ mstance did it squarely

pont-thM kskue of the constitu-
a ;

eg t.h‘tlls such,

1] vl.'!.'!_.g'-t inst the University
tribungFheld in 1940 that the

e proviged with a law-school
n the'State. (At that time,
tuitlopifor Negroes to study
her SiEles” when there was no
> in 84r own State-supported
25.) TEEld that if a law course
he Unigersity of Missouri could
d for@ith at Lincoln Univer-
schooliBaines would be com-
tittediig the white university.

it thigdling took a sirange

nes, A plaintiff, disappeared
L

rulingend has not been heard

ndedif a slmilar ruling &
in iheS8ipuel case when Ada

jolned e University of Okla-
ing from its law school,
entiyfemtored the school. In
nd patt cases, adjudicated

oo w-step further, G. W.
“en @iitted to the graduate

It’s COLD in the Old School House

school of education of the University of Okla-
homa, but had been forced to =it apart from
the white students in the classroom behind a
Post that separated him from them.

It was decided by the Court that Mr. Me-
Laurin could not be discriminated against in
this manner, that he had to be accorded the
game treatment as the white students,

When the Sweatt case was before the ecourts,
the State of Texas set up a Negro law schoal
to thwarf a faverable ruling by the Court, but
the Court held that there were certain factors
not capable of being measured tangibly that
prevented Heman Marion Sweatt from obtain-
ing the same sort of legal training that he
would receive at the {(white) University of
Texas, and that he must be accepted in the
white State school,

Lawyers for the Negroes in the pending
cases believe that the rullngs in the latter two
cases are important to the current ones, in
that they came more nearly to outlawing seg-
regation as such, in the first instance, and in
killing the separate-but-egual theory in the
second. <

On the other side, the Southern States are
mainly depending upon the ruling by the Su-
preme Court in the famous Plessy case, handed

: 5 -, r Y
. i &1 o iy

[These children are gathering wood and coal to heat up their North Carolina schoel roem)”

down in 1886. In this case, the separate-buf-
equal theory was launched, A Mr, Flessy sued
to invalidate the Louizsiana law requiring all
railroad companies in the State to have Sep-
arate, but equal accommodations for white and
colered passengers,

He contended that he was seven-eights white
and only one-eighth African, and that since his
African blood was not discernible, he was en-
titled (o every privilege accorded white citizens,
The Court held that the Jim Crow law did not
abridge his privileges or Immunities, nor did it
anrli'\-'lE him of his rights without due pprocess
of law,

Benefits Already Obvious

In addition to making plans to violate a
ruling cutlawing segregated schools, spokesmen
for a number of southern States have been
using various other means to bring about a
ruling In their fayor. They predict violence
throughout the South if Negroes are admitted
to the'same schools as whites. They predict that
Negre teachers will lose their jobs and other
dire consequences. But Negroes have shown no
fear of these threats and are standing solidly
behind the NAACP and The Consolidated Par-
ents Group of Washington.

Already benefits have acerued to them from
the pending suits. Southern States, in many

instances, have made relatively rapid strides
in Iimproving educational facilities for Negroes,
Including new and belter school buildings,
equalization of teachers’ salaries, admittance
of HNegrees to formerly lily-white graduate
schools: and providing transportation fer Negro
children In rural areas:

There are seventeen States outside of the
Distriet of Celumbia which have maintained
gegregated schools by law. During the past
few years twelve. Southern and border States
have bpened their schools of higher education,
ar, in the case of border states, integrated their
public secondary and elementary schools. Num-
bers of private schools not heretofore integrated
even below the Mason-Dixon Line, have re-
cently admitled Negroes. In Topeka, Kans, and

Some rections of Delaware, States which are -

parties to the suit, Negroes have been admitted
to the public elementary schools, and all except
twu counties in Arizona have followed suit,

Determined to press toward the gpoal which
they see 50 near, Neprees have continued to file
anii-segregation suitz against sechool systems
since the five cases have been pending before
the Court. 1f the expected ruling does not com-
pletely abolish segregation in schools, they will
not let up. They have just begun to fight. Noth-
ing short of full equality will they accept; not
only in schools, but in all public life,

Equality in Education? No Objections Here!
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{Continued from page 1)

scene of the Moore lynch-mur-
ders—this program was scut-
tled by the Eisenhower admin-
istration in the President’s suc-
cessful bid for Southern sup-
port. So our demands must
not be narrowed, bui broad-
eneéd to include the whole of
the Negro people in  all-in-
clusive immediale demands for
full citizenship.

And all of our demands will
be most effective when they
merge with the battle against
the  book - burning, thought
control, “loyalty” purges, “spy’
scares and character defama-
tion which the Democrats
started and the Republicans
ate carrying on to ominous
lengths.

ET US REMEMBER that

at one time In our national
life the wictims of hysteria
were Jefferson and his col-
leagues, friends of the new
revolutionary French republic
of 1789. At another, the suf-
ferers were Frederick Douglass,
Harriet Tubman, Willlam Lloyd
Garrison, John Brown, fiphters
for our freedom, They hap-
pened to be abolitionists.
Clozer in tinte is 1920: the per-
secuted were the Socialists—
men  like Eugene Debs and
Altgeld.

Proud inherilors of these
magnificent traditions are men
and women like Benjamin
Davis of Georgia, James Jack-
son, Henry Winston, Claudia
Jones, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn,
Eugene Dennis, Pettis Perry
and their colleagues. Our his-
tory—and especially the his-
tory of our people—icaches us
that all liberties must be pro-
tected or there are none,

Sp today there is the owver-
riding necessity to preserve our
democratic heritage from the
whelesale attacks of McCar-
thyism. MeCarthyism is an
American brand of fascism. If
this administration, which is
largely a political vehicle for

Stories for Children:

Ka-lee clenched his fists. He was the thin

THE "NEGRO IN SOUTHERM
AGRICULTURE, by Victor
Perlo, International Publish-
ers, Mew York, 128 pps, 31.75
clothbound, $1 paperbound.

Countless books, essays and
other tracts have been written
about the Negro and the South
(Old and New) in recent years.
Few have been as iHuminating
and hard-hitting as Victor
Perlo’s recently published “The
Negro In Southern Agricul=
ture.," The author has accom-
plished the diffieult task of
Interpreting the cold statistical
facts of apricultural life as put
down in the 1950 Census from
six states of the old plantation
South: North Carolina, South
Carolina, Georgla;, Alabama,
Miszsizsippi, and Louisiana. His
analysis proves conclusively
that “the pogition of the Negro
peaple in sonthern agriculture
has not improved™ despite
“widespread propaganda pic-
tures” of a new- South in
which the Negro people are
gaining real freedom, modern
industry growing, the old plan-
fation system breaking up,
sharecroppers becoming land-
owners, and the mule and the
cotton patch yielding to mech-
anized diversified farming."”

Indeed, the author shows
that “the land-tenure system,
worked out to train, supervise,
and. keep the Negro ‘in his
place’ 1s now- penalizing nearly
twice as many Southern white
farm families as Negro Iamilies
and that the living standards
of all tenants have not im-

the giant corporations and en-
trenched greed, embraces Mc-
Carthy fully, as it seems prone
to do, then the outlook for the
Negro  people, labor, the for-
eign born and other minorities
will be gloomy indeed.

that had been brought to Cuba.

proved.” Further, he states “it
is egually.important to recog-
nize the systematic differences
in the South, which have been
established for the precise pur-
pose of hiding that unity of
interest” of Negro and white
workers.

All of this is most important
to know, since “contrary to the
illusion held by some, the mass

migrations of Negroes out of.

the South, into the North and
West have not alleviated the
problems of the Negro people
remaining in the South; nor
have these migrations depleted
the HNegro population in the
South. Inm 1950 thers were
5,826,000 MNegroes In the six

_states under review, comprising

ong third of the total popula-
tion of thesze states. With agri-
culture gtill the leading indus-
try of the South, it is peculiarly
the leading Industry of the
Negro people. Roughly three
out of five Nepro people live
in the courdry, and two out of
five live on farms. Negro peo-
ple, largely cut off from Jim
Crow Southern industries, are
limited *“to agriculture in a
way that does nol apply to
white people” the author tells
us, since many white industrial
workers in the South live on
farms, but do not depend upon
agriculture gz their sole means
of support as is true with Ne-
Eroes,

" Mr. Perlo staes further: “The
Negro people, who supply most
of the work In Southern aprl-
culture, have little stake in the
fruits of thelir labor.” They are
officially reported as compris-
ing 459% of all people em-
ployed in agriculture in the six
southern states studied. They
operate” 332 per cent of the
farms, which account for 245
per cent of the value of farm
products sold and contain but
16.5 per cent of the total farm

land. What is most striking of
all, Négro farmers own only
6.5 per cent of the farm land
in the six states.

“Negroes are 65.1 per cent of
all croppers, But they are only
15.3 per cent of all full owners,
The Negro owners have smaller
farms, poorer in every respect
than those of the white own-=
ers. Thus the average size of a
Negro full owner farm in South
Carolina is 51.1 acres, as com-
pared wih 119.7 acres for a
white full owner farm.”

These and numerous other
facts point to the truth of the
author's statement that “the
intensity of exploitation of Ne-
gro farmers has been increased
since World War II. Getting
rid of ‘surplus” Negro shares-
croppers, cutting down the land
occupied by Negro farmers, the
Southern landowners have puft
more pressure on the remain-
ing Negro farmers, to get larger
profit out of the smaller aumni=
ber.™

In his conclusions, the author
lays heavy stress upon the
guestionn of land reform as a
main solution to the problems
of all southern farm workers,
both Negpro and white, together
with “legislation to improve the
conditions of farm tenants and
wage laborers.”

We can wholeheartedly agree
with Mr. Perlo when he states:
“Land reform in the South will
not. be accomplished without
taking serious steps to end dis=-
crimination in Southern indus-
try,” hence:. “the - imperative
need for a national Fair- Em-
ployment  Practices law. with
teeth, The author also calls
for the organization of south-
ern workers on a basis of full
eguality, and the prohibition
of all special restrictions on
voling in the southern states,

In hiz book, the author has
made a distinet contribution to
the arsemal of facts on the
South needed by progressive
and liberal forces, north and
south, to understand the basic
source of economiic, soclal and
politieal rot and decadence
characteristic of the Jim Crow
U.5. A, —Thelma Dale

Railroads

(Continued from page 1)

wailer must serve. The Pennsy
men have to serve only eight
while on such roads as the Mil-
waukee they have to take [rom
10 to 16 at a time.
Early in September, 1953,
representatives of three East-
ern railroads and three unlons
pledged to end discrimination
against Negroes after confer=
ences with the State Commis=
sion  Against
Thoze represented were the
Pennsylvania, New York Cen=
tral, and Néw Haven and Hart-
ford Railroads and the Order
of Railway Conduactors, the
Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen and Enginemen and
the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers. A month later a
Nepro brakeman, the first in
its history, was hired by the
Pennsy—only a drop in the

bottomless bucket of rallvoad -

Jim- Crow, - however.

Support Needed

The fight to win full job
equality throughout the indus-
try has reallyjust begun. Such
Negro unions in the operating
and - non-operating crafts as
the Inter-state Order of Col-
ored Locomotive and- Railroad
Firemen, Engine Helpers, ¥ard
and Train Service Employees
and Rallroad Mechanlcs have
lonig  fought for the right to
represent the grievance of Ne=
gro workeis before the Rallway
Labor Board.

It has been a long wuphiil
fieht, but the Nezro railroad
workers have kept their deter-
mination to win, the right to
work and to advance according
to their ability. Their battle de=-
gserves the active support of all
trade unions and Amervicans
who believe in fair play.

DON'T FORGET
to

Renew Your Sub

Discrimination,,

Cinque Steered the ‘Amistad’ toward Freedom

He thought Their forced march was stopped for a mo-

one, 13, and next in age to the youngest of
the 53 men, women and children stolen by the
slave catchers.

Pugnaw, his nine-year-old friend, was being
shackled. Ka-lee turned quickly to look at his
mother. “They must not put their hands on
her,” he thought. But she looked at him, and
here eyes were clear and fearless,

“Do not worry about me, my son,” she said.
“Come close. We can have a last moment to-
gether.” Ka-lee bent down. As he put his
arms around her she pressed something sharp
and thin and cold close to his ankle, It was
a steel file, a farewell gift from hiz mother.
The chains would be cut away!

This was on the island of Cuba in 1839, The
slave trade had been outlawed. But greedy and
lazy rich men of the island broke the law with
the help of the American ambassador.

Their agents were sent to Africa, where
they burned whole villages and kidnapped
farmers as they plowed their fields, women at
the river washing clothes, children playing in
the sun. Then the chains and the crowding
together in the slave catchers’ filthy ships and
sailing thousands of miles to where—they did
not know,

Cinque, 25, was the leader of this group

of these things as he walked through the en-
closure, chained to his friend, Gooma—of his
wife at home, of his people, the proud Mandi.

“A Mandi will never be a slave,” he thought
and his step was a bit faster in spite of the
chains, He remembered the file—the gift of
Ka-lee's mother.

ment at the landing, where a count was made
to find out if all were there.

Then quickly they were pushed on board a
long, narrow schooner, The “Amistad” was
its name,

“The Long Black Schooner,” by Emma
Gelders Sterne, is the true story of the heroie
fight of a free people to remain free and to
return: to their African homeland.

They capture the Amistad. But through
the treachery of two slavers still on board
they land in New London, Connecticut, instead
of their Africa. There the slavers did every=
thing in their power to enslave them. But
Cinque and the rest were just as determined
to remain free,

The fight to free them is led by James
Covey, a British sailor, also of the Mandi peo-
ple, by the abolitionists, by John Quincy
Adams,

“The Long Black Schooner” should help
stimulate more interest and curiosity about
the background and culture of Negro people.
Published by Aladdin Books (a division of the
American Book Co.), it zells for less than $3
at your bookstore and will make the kind of
gift for an early teen-ager which Mom and
Dad will enjoy reading as well.
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