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Here’s 

My Story 
By PAUL ROBESON 

ELL, HERE ON MY DESK 
are two-clippings—and a 

post-card. 
Both clippings are from the 

New York Times. The first. is 
‘a large politi 

| cal advertise 
ment (you may 
hhave seen it in 
some other 
papers, too) 

CLEVELAl 

‘They 

security, 

HISTORIC DEMONSTRATION—NNLC delegates picket airlines in Cleveland. 

Labor Council Convention 
Launches Jobs, FEPC Drive 

By OSCAR BROWN, Jr. 

signed ‘by 86 
prominent Ne- 
groes. Tt ap- 
eared on Oct. 

24 before the 
elections—and 
it doesn’t stack 

up so well next to the second 
clipping, a news report dated a 
month later. (Nov. 21). 

‘The elections are over, but 
the struggle for equal rights 
for Negro Americans goes on— 
and must go on harder than 
ever before. So It is not for the 

‘The three-day meeting of the National Negro Labor Council, 
November 21-23, attracted 1,256 delegates from nearly every state 
in the nation, who related thelr experiences in the battle against 
discrimination, and offered their suggestions for the building 
of a stronger,’ more dynamic Council, 

Probably the high point of the Convention for all of the 
delegates was a mass picket line that left the Cleveland Public 
Auditorium Saturday afternoon and proceeded through the 
downtown section to the airline office, 

Singing and chanting “sim Crow Must Go! We Shall Not 
‘Be Moved,” 1,500 marchers walked four abreast in a line ex- 
tending nearly half a mile. Downtown shoppers read signs that 
bore slogans: “Negro pilots fly in Korea—Why not in America?” 
End Jim Crow in American Airlines’; We want Negro purpose of quarreling that 1 

ook back at the statement of 
the 86 Negro Democrats. I just 
want to make clear the actual 
situation that we Negroes face, 
and the need for united action 
by all of us. 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Stewardesses.” 

*T can. always get. 
something like this. 
and applauded the delegates. 

(gence EE EC ER EEE 

erry Christmas, Marge! 
‘Merry Christmas Marge! Girl 

I just want to sit down and 
catch my breath for a minute. 
«+. Thad a half a day off and 
went Christmas shopping. 
‘Them department stores is just 
like a madhouse, ‘They had a 
record playin’ real loud all over 
Crumbleys. .. “Peace On Earth.” 
Well sir! T looked ‘round: at ail 
them scufflin’ folks and I be= 
gun to wonder,... What is 
peace? 

‘You know Marge, I hear 50 
much talk about peace. I see it 
written on walls and I hear 
about it on the radio and at 
Christmas time you can’t cut 
"round the corner without hear- 
in’ it blarin’ out of every store 
front... Peace»... Peace, . 
Peace. 
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‘The-impact of the demonstration was tremendous. A Negro 
street sweeper dropped his broom and joined the line saying: 

job sweeping, but it ain't often T can join 
People along the line of march blew kisses 

Cleveland officials were reportedly upset at the lengthy pro- 
PERC EERE ee eee ee eae 

Marge, what is peace? . . . 
Well, you're partly right, it do 
mean not havin’ any wars... 
but I been doin’ some deep 
‘thinkin’ sinee I left Crumbleys 
and T been askin" myself. . . » 
How would things have to be 
in order for me to be at peace 
with the world? . .. Why thank 
you dear... I will take an egg. nog: Nobody can make it like 
you do. .,. That's some good. I 
tell you... 

And it begun to come to my 
mind. ,.. If Thad no cause to 
hate “white folks” that would 
be good and if I could like most 
of ‘em... that would be peace. 

1. Don’t laugh Marge ‘cause 
iim talkin’ some deep stuft now! 

If I could stand in the street 
and’walk in any direction that 
my toes was pointin’ and go 

D—One thousand five Nundred represesentatives of America’s black working sons and daughters 
and their white allies have met and spoken. 

have hurled a ringing challenge at every vestige of “white supremacy” oppression in our nation, 
‘They have marched in a mass picket line before the offices of the Jim Crow American Airlines, Inc., and pledged 
themselves to struggle for jobs, ownership of the land and 

cession that tied up traffic and drew large crowds, but the demonstration proceeded in orderly fashion without incident. 
Before leaving the Public Auditorium, the delegates had 

heard a stirring keynote address by NNLC President William 
Hood, who is also Recording Secretary of the world's largest local 
union, United Auto Workers CIO Local 600 in Detroit, 

“To the 16 million Negro people,” said Hood, “we say: ‘We 
have pooled the great strength of your black sons and daughters, 
We represent the Negro people's greatest striking power.’” 

Referring to the Council program to win 100,000 new jobs 
for Negro workers Hood added: “Let us Keep in'mind that it in the struggle to win security, job equality, for ownership of 
the land, we workers and farmers fall—then the doctor, the 
shopkeeper, the lawyer and the church, all of whom deperid on. us for support, will be in bad shape. 

Playing a major and-dramatie part a the Convention was 
Paul Robeson, who is one of the Council's founders. The dele- 
gates came cheering to their feet as Robeson linked the struggles 
of the Negro Labor Council to the current struggles of black 
workers in Africa. 

“Z said more than three years ago, Robeson-reminded, “that 
(Continued on Page 4) 

A Conversation from Life 
By ALICE CHILDRESS 

in one of them pretty apart- 
ment houses and say, “Give me 
an apartment please?” and the 
man would-turn and say, “Why 

be a pleasure Mam. 
you 'bout the first 

‘That would be 

a cool glass of lemonade or a 
hot cup of coffee anywhere 
-.. and I-mean anywhere 
wouldn't that be peace? If al 
these little children ‘round here 
had thelr mamas takin’ care of 
them instead of other folks’ 
children... that would be 
peace too. . . | Hold on Marge! 
Go easy on that egg nog... it 
goes to my head so fast. . 

Oh yes. if nobody wanted 
to kill nobody else and I could 
pick up a newspaper and not 
Tead ‘bout sny folks gettin’ the 
short end of every stick... that 
would mean more peace. 

If all mamas and daddies 
was sittin’ back safe and secure 
in the knowledge that. they'd 
have toys and goodies for their 

vacancy.” 
peace. 

Do you. hear me? If I could 
stride up to any employment 
agency without hayin’ the folk 
at the desk stutterin’ and stam- 
merin’... That my friend . . . 
would be peace also. If-T could 
ride a subway or a bus and 
not see any signs pleadin’ with 
folks: to be “tolerant? . “re- 
gardless” of what I am’... I 
know that would be peace 
Yeause then there would be no 
need for them signs, 

If you and me could have SA
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(Continued on Page 7) 
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In FREEDOM'S Second 

Everybody Anniversary Sub Drive 

Wins! Contest — Jan. 1 to Feb. 28 

ist Prize 

$150.00 VACATION TRIP! 
Whenever You Want to Take It! 

2nd Prize 

$100.00 WEEKEND HOLIDAY! 
A Glorious Weekend Vacation! 

3rd Prize 

17-JEWEL BULOVA WATCH! 
Handsome Ladies’ or Men’s Model! 

SPECIAL PRIZE: an Autographed 

And : Album of the brand new Othello 

Recordings’ release — ‘Robeson Sings” 

a The Rules Are Easy: 
Ist, 2nd and 3rd prizes will go to national winners who 
sensed in the highest number of subscriptions. 

M ASSOCIATES. CONTEST DEPT. 
58 West 125th Street Everyone who sends in 25 or more subs will win a free 
New York 27, N. ¥. copy of Dr. DuBois stirring account ‘of his 83rd birthday, 

“In Battle for Peace"—PLUS—an autographed album of 
the new album, "Robeson Sings.” 

3 Everyone who sends in from 3' te 24 Subs will win a free 
copy of “In Battle for Peace." 3 

In case of ties, contestants who submit subs earliest will 
be judged as winners. 

Contest is closed to employees of FREEDOM ASSOCIATES Inc. 

ENTRIES MUST BE POSTMARKED NOT LATER THAN MIDNIGHT, FEB. 28, 1953  
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Today the People of the West Indies Are 
Uniting for Their Freedom and Federation 

KINGSTON, Jamaica—The three and one-half million people of the West Indies live on a chain of 
h stretch from Trinidad in the Southeast to Jamaica a thousand miles away in the North. And the Indies in- 

territories of British Guiana and British Honduras. 
Caribbean. whi 
clude the two mainland 

Roughly one-half of the 
population is concentrated 
in Jamaica, One of the small 
islands, Barbardos, 160 
square miles in extent, has 
a population density of ov 
a thousand persons to the 
square mile. This is one of the 
highest population densities in 
the world, British Guiana on 
the other hand, 
with an area 
with an area of 
98,000 square 
miles has a / 
population of “ 
‘over 400,000. 

Except for a 

      

   

small _propor- 
tion of Euro- 
pean Civil 
Servants and 
lantation 

a just B.W.I. Leader 
Chedai Jaggan 

  

fa few Syrian and Jewish trad 
ers and a small colony of 
Arawak Indians in British 
Guiana, the people who live 
in the Indies today are the de- 
scendants of persons who came 
to work on the sugar planta~ 
tions, The majority are Negroes 
whose ancestors were brought 
forcibly from Africa as slaves. 
The others are Portuguese, 
Chinese and East Indians, ali 
of whom came as indentured 
immigrants after the abolition 
of slavery in 1838, Like their 
forefathers, the bulk of the 
people in the West Indies de- 
pend for their very existence 
‘on the production of a single 
erop—sugar cane. Large num- 
bers of West Indians find em- 
ployment either on the planta~ 
tions themselves or in other 
industries associated with 
sugar, Slavery has gone, but 
the plantation system remains. 

Glimpses Into the Past 
With the abolition of slavery 

in 1838, the freedmen in the 
West Indies became wage earn- 
fers, the slaves who had strug- 
gled for and won their eman- 
eipation, in some colonies like 
Jamaica, bought or “squatted” 
fon plots of land far away fom 
‘the plantations and became in- 
dependent cultivators. Others 
@rifted into the towns, but 
large numbers still remained 
tied to the plantations. 

In the years that followed, 
wages remained at a low level 

Fr)    
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By HARRY DRAYTON 
(Secretary, Jamaica Trade Union Congress Youth League) 

and the living conditions of 
the workers were as Inhuman 
as under slavery. As early as 
1919 a trade union organiza 
tio was formed in British 
Guiana to fight the employers 
for higher wages and improved 
‘working conditions. ‘This union 
and others like it which were 
formed around the same time 
was made up of dock laborers, 
railway workers and the like. 
‘Trade union organization on 
the plantations (the majority 
of them down to the present 
day under absentee ownership) 
came much later. That same 
year Jamaican, railway work- 
ers called their first strike. 

  

Self-Government Demanded 
At the time the constitutions 

in all of the islands gave the 
people a semi-self governing 
status, and unfair voting laws 
made sure that the dominant 
voices in the government were 
those of the European planters, 
Crown Colony government was 
instituted in all the territories 
except Barbados, around 1928. 

In 1082 @ conference of West 
Indian legislators met in Domi- 
nica, The legislators were 
unanimous in demanding from 
Britain self-government and 
federation of their island 
homes. 

This was the period in the 
West Indies when a rising 
middle class was attempting to 

   
Typical Sugar Worker 

win Its freedom from British 
imperialism apart from and 
unaided by the masses of the 
working people, who also want~ 
ed freedom from low wages and 
@ subhuman standard of ex- 
istenee, 

Labor conditions in the 
Islands, steadily deteriorating 
over the years, led to a series 
of strikes throughout the Car- 
ibbean during 1985-88. There 
were. strikes on the sugar 
estates in British Guiana, in 
the oll fields of Trinidad and 
a dock strike culminating in a 
strike and riots in Jamaica and 
countless others. Twenty-nine 
workers lost their lives and 
over 100 were wounded, as a 
result, of the use of force by 
the guardians of private prop- 
erty during. these three, years 
of workers" revolt. 
Part I of Mr. Drayton’s article 
will appear in the Jan. issue. 

    

  

islands in the, 

British Government's efforts to break the growing anti-imperialist movement in that colony. The 
picture shows the police attempting to break up the women’s demonstration 

Kenya’s Kikuyu: a Peaceful People 
Wage Heroic Struggle Against British 

By LORRAINE HANSBERRY 
Among the Kikuyu people of 

Kenya, British East Africa, 
there ‘is a folk story wins 
deseribes the history and the 
future of world imperialism in 
Africa like this: 

‘A man once had a friendship 
with an elephant. During a 
terrible storm, the man took 
pity on the elephant and let 
hhim put his trunk into his hut 
to keep dry. As soon as the 
elephant got his trunk in, he 
pushed in his head and then 
his whole body so that the man 
himself was forced out into the 
storm, 

When the lion, who is king 
of the jungle, heard the man 
grumbling, he called an “Im- 
perial Commission” of the 
other animals to decide if in- 
justice had been done to the 
man, ‘The elephant told the 
‘Commission that the man was 
very backward and that he had 
merely saved the hut from 
being blown away in the hur- 
ricane. The Commission agreed 
with the elephant and chided 
the man for his backwardness. 

Thieves Fall Out 
‘And so the man built an- 

other hut and immediately 
another animal moved in, and 
it happened again and again 
‘The man would bulld a hut 
and each time one of the 
animals would move in, So 
finally the man hit upon a plan 
and he went off a little further 
in the jungle and built a very 

    

  

big hut, As soon as the animals 
saw the new hut, they ran to 
take it from the man. And 
when they were all inside they 
began to argue with one an- 
other about the ownership of 
the hut and soon they fell to 
fighting one another. While 
‘they were fighting the man 
made.a fire and burned down 
the hut, jungle lords and all 
‘Then he went off to bulld 
himself another hut in peace. 
Today the Kikuyu people are 

helping to set fire to British 
imperialism in Kenya, In re- 
cent months news agencies in 
the United States and Europe 
have been sending out, frantic 
dispatches about the “terror- 
ists” and “witeh-craft socie- 
ties” in the colony. The purpose 
is to distort a fight for tree 
dom by five million Masai 
Wakamba, Kavirondo and Ki 
kuyu people who make up the 
African population of Kenya. 

Since the coming of the 
British in 1890, the Africans of 
Kenya and particularly the 
Kikuyu have exhausted prac~ 
tically every form of delega~ 
tion and petition to the British 
Government in seeking cor- 
rections of their grievances 
against 20,000 white settlers, 
and against the British Gov- 
ernment Itself. 

Land Grabbers 
‘Most of the grievances of the 

Kikuyu concern land. They are 
primarily an agricultural peo- 

  

     

  

ple and to take away their land 
4s to take away their life. That 
is what the English have done. 

   When the “Muzungu” (Ki- 
kuyu for “European,” meaning 
he who is dizzy) came into 
Kenya they told the Kikuyu 
that they were only. passing 
through to Uganda. But 
through the years one treach- 
ery followed another, treaties 
were broken and more and 
more land was stolen from the 
Kikuyu, The British sald they 
were bringing civilization and 
Christianity ‘to the Kikiyu; 
they brought death, violence, 
humiliation and famine. When 
the Kikuyu protested they were 
ignored, when they resisted 
they were slaughtered, 

‘The Kikuyu know that the 
gold discovered in the territory 
of the Kavirondo and that 
their own land is so precious to 
the imperialists that they will 
never leave Kenya—unless they 
are put out. 

‘Phat is the reason for the 
Mau-Mau society, pictured by 
British propagandists as some 
Kind of weird association of 
witch-doctors and fanaties. Tt 
4s more likely a highly organ 
zed guerilla movement for 
African freedom. If not, it is 
‘the first “witch-ciaft society” 
in history which has rematk- 
ably singled out only British 
Colonial Office authorities and 
Kikuyu collaborationists (oF 
Uncle Toms) e its victims, 
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Negro Labor’s General Staff 

  

OFFICERS ELECTED ot the closing session of 
fo right: Marie Bowden, vice-president, Col 
Young, executive secretary, Detr i; William Hood, president, Detroit; Viola Brown, vice-pr 

the NNLC Convention are pictured above. Seated, left 
fornia; Octavia Hawkins, treasurer, Chicag 

jent, North 
Carolina; Vicki Garvin, vice-president, New York. Standing are regional vice-presidents ond vice- 
presidents-at-large ,with the exception of Ernest Thompson, director of organization, They are: As- 
bury Howard, Alabama; William Chester, California; Leroy Wilson, railroad industry; Mr. Thompson; 

Labor, Cultural Leaders Confer 

  

    
= 

CITY COUNCILMAN Theodore 
Williams (Dem.), of Cleveland's 
12th Ward, who gave the Wel- Rev. M. E. 
‘coming Address at the opening Pleasant A 
session of the Convention. The dent of the 
Councilman pledged his support 
of the NNLC program. 

  

President. 

  

PROMINENT IN THE ACTIVITIES of the Convention were (left to right) 
Secretary of the NNLC Coleman Young, honorary member Paul Robeson, National Chairman Wil- 
fiom Hood, and screen star William Marshall, 

  

THE INVOCATION of the 
‘opening session was given by 

Union of Cleveland. Rey. Nelson 
elect of the I. M. A. 

Sam Parks, Chicago; Joseph Banks, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Ewart Guinier, New York; Sterling Neal, Ohio: 
Joseph Morgan, Detroit; Walter Garcia, New York, and Oliver Palmer, District of Columbia. 

Notional Executive 

REY. O. D. HENRY, who ad- 
dressed the NNLC Convention 
at it’s opening session at the 
St. Matthew's Methodist Church, 
is the Choirman of the Civic 

Nelson, of Mount 
M.E. Church; Presi- 
Methodist Minister's 

Committee of the Cleveland 
Boptist Minister's Conference. 

   

    
  

Convention 
(Continued from Page 1) 

it would be unthinkable that 
Negro youth should go a thou- 
sand miles away to fight thelr 
friends on behalf of their ene- 

You remember what a 
great howl was raised in the 

nd.” 
Then referring to the heroic 

being waged 
tule by Africa, 

aT 

  

  

   

  

Roveson 
nonild 

Negro’ you in hand 
and join British soldiers in 
shooting down the brave people 

  

     

  

of Kenya?” As the audience 
etled “No! No!” Robeson. re- 
plied: “I don’t think so either.” 

Other leading participants in 
the Convention included stage 
and sereen stare William Mar- 
shall, who recently won univer 
sal acclaim for his role as “King 
Dick” in the motion picture 
“Lydia Bailey.’ 
After a lively discussion, a 

resolution was passed outlining 
areas and methods of work in 
the South with special atten- 
tion paid’ the strike of 6,000 
Negro fishermen on the Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts. Asbury. How- 
ard, Council vice president from 
Bessemer, Ala, brought dele- 
gates to’ thelr’ feet as he de- 
clared: “The South is the bat- 
fleground and the battle must 
be won in the South!” 
Other resolutions passed _ by 

the convention dealt with Coun- 
cil building, ‘the continuation of 
the fight fo crack Jim Crow in 
Sears Roebuck Stores, with spe- 
cial focus on the ' Christmas 
rash season as a time for mass 
picketing and boycott. 

A program of Council building 
and defense of elvil liberties was 
also projected from the Con: 
vention for action by the 35 lo- 
cal Councils across the nation. 
Other resolutions passed includ- 
ed FEPC and Jobs; a special 
resolution on women workers; a 
resolution on Youth; one deal- 
ing with the problems facing 
Negro railway workers, and the 

‘reening of Negro ‘maritime 
employees, 

The spirit of the Convention, 
reflecting the mood of the Negro 
people, Was summed up by Joe 
Johnson, Marine Cooks & Stew- 
ards secretary-treasurer from 
San Francisco. Johnson thund- 
ered: “We're not tired of being 
black; we're just tired of being 
pushed around.” 

        
  

ERNEST DeMAIO, genl. v.-p. of 
Dist. 11, United Electrical, Radio 
& Machine Workers, was one of 
the outstanding trade unionists 
who brought assurances of the 
support of the labor movement 
for the NNLC program. 
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Women Unio: 
MRS, JULIA WHITE of Chi- t gosta 

cago, Illinois—Mrs. White is @ Earl 
clear-eyed, modest and cheerful "geal 
young wife and mother. Her hus<5 jntern 
band has been in Korea since” York 
the Spring of 1950, and has never ates. 
seen their two year-old daughter, “the Fl 

Linda, local, 
‘Men and women of all ages in) buildh 

Chicago's Local 758, Mine, Mill #mons 
and Smelter Workers Union, © | Som 
think nothing of bringing theit= jp get 

   

problems in and out of the shop i the 
to Sister White, whom they pptis 
elected as shop chairman in the South: 
metal firm where she works as a yop t 
spot welder. They'know they can ! gud w 
depend on Mrs. .White to. present »aifen. 

demands thelr forcefully and, she 
< Riess, 
[et 

a 
fonait 
ans 

Angele 
Treas 

alegro 
and, 

% Mruste 
Local 
both. 
Parad 

sy Angele 
Mrs, 

oon, M 
Chica, 

The South: Hee 
Land of Hopein 

By WILLIAM HOOD hg to 
(Excerpts. from Keynote! Ad- Salsa 

aress at NNLC Convention.) “| BP an tat ‘The South (is) the heart 
land” of Negro. oppression and | The 
the land ‘of promise for Negro #8 su 
freedom, The shift of industry  @elud 
to the South . . . threatens to Meturi 
undermine the ‘gains made by 24d. 
the American labor movement © ihiprov 
in past years. (This) shift is =&_whi 
of particular concern to the Ne= | Bittici 

tial 
leero 
reas 

Mrs. White 

    

gro Labor Councils, for big busi = 
ess seeks to exploit the lack of 
democracy and unionization in 

     

  

‘the South for lower wages and alori 
company unions. oie 

‘The crisis among the textile (lAbOr 
workers in the North and South “Wemen    s proof of this. The textile in= 
dustry has moved to the South. 
in the hope of operating on @ 
lower wage scale, They have had. 
the backing of various govern= 
mental agencies in the areas t0. 
which they have moved; and the 
unions of textile workers have 
been unable to organize effec= 
tively in these Southern areas 
because they have been unwille 
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mal Negro Labor Council 

; Historic 2nd Convention 

cleveland, Maps Program 
For Jobs and FEPC 
  

nionists Prominent in NNLC Meet 
  

-* coitfidently to the employer. 
a _ Earlier this year, Mrs, White's 

Local sent her to the union's 
‘uiternational convention in New 

ites. And as the Chairman of 
© York as one of their key dele- 

the FREEDOM Committee in the 
5 Woeal, she is getting results in 

1” bitilding Paul Robeson’s paper 
| Samong the Union members, 
, Somehow Mrs. White finds time ~ ® wet.out on picket lines, sing 

}" iM the choir of the True’ Vine 
; Aaptist Church on Chicago's 
, SOuthside, devote special atten- 
. = tite to the rearing of her child 

7 ape work actively in the union 
, #en you ask her how she does 
| “ify)she just smiles and says: “I 

~ giess its just organizing your- 
self, while you are organizing 

decent wages and. living 
‘onditions.” 
MRS. FRANKIE SIMS of Los 

  

qAnmeles, Calif Mrs, Sims is the 
‘easurer of the Los Angeles 

slegro Labor Council, Her hus- 
bind, Mr, George Sims, is a 

# Mmstee of the AFL Carpenters Loeal in Los Angeles, They are 
pth, devoted members of the 
Paradise Baptist Church in Los 

2 Angeles. 
Mrs. Sims was born in Jack- 

880, Mississippi, and has lived in 
Chieago and Los Angeles. The 

  

  

Mrs, 

  

life of her people in the ghettoes 
of these cities has leit a deep 
impression on Mrs. Sims and she 
hhas, devoted her life to fighting 
for the first class citizenship of 
the Negro people, and_particu- 
larly of Negro women. Says Mrs. 
Sims, “No, I am not tired of 
fighting bécause 1 know that it 
won't be long before the fight is 
over and in my time too.” 

MRS. JOSEPH BANKS of 
Brooklyn, New York—Mrs, Banks 
is the wife of the Chairman of 
the Brooklyn Negro Labor Coun- 
cil. She is herself active in Local 
968 of the International Long- 
shoremen's Union, AFL. Mrs. 

    

  

Heartland of Oppression; 
ein Negro Freedom Fight 

ing to Aight against Jim Crow, @itanchisement, Ku Klux ter- 
AF and all the other practices 

*beSstate-supported segregation. 
Boe result is mat Negro work- 

#8 suffer by being practically 
f@¥ehided from the major mant- fieturing Industry of the South; 

sealé. the unions have failed to iprove the miserable conditions piifwhite workers because they wiiticipate in degrading the po- 
= teftial power of great masses of N@fio workers—even In. those ‘tas where the Negro Is ina 

majority 
2 Fe is inconeeivavte that the Tabor movement can meet the “iemendous new organizational 

fn the South and the new *abitienge of real independent 
Heal action without the par- 

ipation, experience and sup 
BE of the Negro Labor Council ailethe Negro peoples’ organiza- 

. This 18 the prime lesson 
“ditthe great organizing drives of ‘he midl-thicties 
“tht Birmingham, Memphis, 

Gharieston, Durham, Winston 

  

Salem and Chattanooga, it was 
the most exploited Negro work. 
ers who first rallied to the cause 
of the new and vigorous CIO 
program to organize the unor- 
ganized. And these Negro work- 
ers drew behind them the artle- 
ulate support of all sections of 
the Negro community. They also 
took the lead in establishing an 
important degree of unity with 
the white workers, "without 
which the unions could not have 
lasted longer than it would take 
a Dixiecrat boss to blink his 
eyelash. 

The way it was done in those 
early days is the way it will have 
to be done today. And when the 
South is really organized it will 
be a new day dawning in our 
freedom fight, a new page turned 
in the book of democracy. That 
is why the National Negro Labor 
Couneil regards a concentrated, 
well-thought-out plan to estab- 
lish our organization in the 
South as a must in the fight for 
real equality and for social pro- 
gress throughout this land, 

  

  

  

Banks has won the respect and admiration of the women in the newly-founded Local 968 Auxi< lary by virtue of her fight against the dictatorship of ILA President Joe Ryan. The same spirit that prompted her. to demonstrate her complete faith in the workers who were mem- bers of the Local, has led her in the organization of the auxiliary. How does Mrs. Banks feel about the NLC? She says, “I feel that it is necessary to work hard in the Couneil. ‘This is the sort of thing that should have been done years ago, I have made up my mind to do more.” 

  

Mrs. Banks and her husband are both ardent members of the Cornerstone Baptist Church in 
Brooklyn: 

  

Mrs. Banks 

MRS. BERTHA C. GORE, Longwood, North Carolina—For the past 18 months, Mrs. Gore has been spending ‘long hours daily, working as a member of. the women's auxiliary jin the 

  

historic Menhaden Fishermen's trike on the Carolina coast. Her husband, Mr. Early Gore, and 
his fellow fishermen have been on strike against the big fishing companies for a year and six months, 

  

Mrs. Gore, who was a delegate 
to the convention from Local 
705, Intl. Fur and Leather Work- 

FREEDOM 5 

Eve of Victory 

     
i 

i 
i 

   
BEFORE THE VICTORY! Mrs. Harold Ward and her sons, Michael and Douglas, wave at the audience at a session of the NNLC Con- vention where she made a stirring appeal for support of her hus- band in his fight against a murder frome-up charge. Ward was 

   

  

Cleared by an all-white Chicago jury on December. 2. 

Harold Ward Free --- Labor 
Council Sparked Campaign 
CHICAGO—The action ot a Criminal Court jury in. freeing Harold Ward, militant Negro trade unionist of the framed-up “murder” charges brought 

against him in the course of the 
recent International Harvester 
strike, is regarded here as 
major vietory for the labor 
movement. 

‘The all-white Jury of 10 men 

  

and two women took an hour 
and $5 minutes to decide that 
Ward had not killed William 
Foster, a Negro strikebreaker, on 
October 3. In doing so, the Jury 
Justified the charge of the de- 
fense that Ward was on trial 
because, as financial secretary 
of the United Flectrical-Farm 
Equipment Workers, Local 108, 
he had been one of the outstand- 
ing leaders in maintaining unity 
between Negro and white work- 
ers in the bitterly-fought strike. 

‘The freeing of Ward recalls 
the dramatic moment at the Na- 
tional Negro Labor Council Con- 
vention when his wife addressed 
@ packed opening-night audi- 
ence and told the delegates the 
kkind of man her husband is, Mrs, 
Ruth Ward said: 

“Harold is just about as guilty 
+ as you or I are. He is guilty 

of some things. Guilty of mur- 
dering the peace of mind of the 
Dig bosses in Chicago. He has 
been a thorn in MeCormick’s 

    

ers, Js an active member of the 
Mount Zion Baptist Church in 
Longwood. She is also active as 
a Home and Foreign Missions 
worker 

Mrs. Gore nas peen married 
for twenty-three years and her 
husband has been a fisherman 
for thirty years, She knows from 

a lifetime experience the hard- 
ships which the companies’ ex- 
ploitation of the fishermen bring on their families. She says of 
the strike, “Let's hold out!” 

Although Mrs. Gore has no 
children, she feels also very 
deeply “that the Korean war 
should’ end because, “It is ce 
tainly of no benefit to any of us. 

  

   

side because he fights for the rank and file... . He is also guilty of fighting for peace. He went all the way across the sea, and that is terrible, they say. Every. paper has tried him on that alone; he went to the Peace 

  

Conference... So he is guilty of that . . .’and he is guilty of 
something else, too. You know, 

  

this long bitter strike they had— he didn’t work eight hours like he did at MeCormick’s. He worked 18, 20, 24 hours. He has 
gone as long as three days with- out sleep, fighting, fighting for the men in the strike—for the rank and. file—and Harvester 
didn’t like that either. 

‘He started with MeCormidk’s 
194; he started with the inion in 1945. They all tie up 

together. He came home one day and I was just lke the other wives—I didn't see why he didn't fo on and take that foreman’s Job they offered him—it was nice and pald a little more 
money. But he didn’t want that. I¢ took him a Jong time to con vince me, too; to show me that we have to work for everybody. 
Alone we don’t get very far, and 
as Negroes we get even less far. 
So we have to work together just as Harold worked—for me, and 

is union? 

  

   
  

   

    Harold Ward  
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6 FREEDOM 

Editorials 

Segregation Must Go 
NE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT legal questions in 
the history of this country is now before the Supreme 

Court of the United States 
‘Spearheading the attack against the Jim Crow school 

system is a battery of NAACP lawyers headed by chief 
counsel Thurgood Marshall. Among the defenders of the 
system is John W. Davis, Democratic presidential nominee 
in 1924, now counsel for the State of South-Carolina. 

Mr. Davis admonished the court that the removal of 
segregation barriers would ate a situation “one cannot 
contemplate with any equanimity.” 

Mr. Davis is probably right, if we specify the “ones” 
he has in mind. Certainly “one” John W. Davis, wealthy 
corporation lawyer, or “one” Herman Talmadge, or “one” 
James Byrnes will have a fit and blow a gasket to see the 
system on which they and their cronies have risen to 
political and economic power wiped aw: 

But what of the millions of common people of the 
South —white as well as Negro? Segregation condemns 
Negro youth to one-third the educational opportunities of 
white, and all Southerners to one-half the opportunities 
of the rest of the nation. Because of it ail Southern work- 

= ers receive $10 a week less in their pay envelopes than 
workers in comparable jobs elsewhere. 

Mr. Davis also talks about “forcing children into con- 
tacts that may be unwelcome.” Hogwash! The precise 
point is that segregation is a force system, It forces the 
isolation of human beings and the subordination of one to 
the other. It is a punitive system maintained in the South 
by “legal” sanction, persistent terror and recurrent mob 
violence. It is a major blight of our national history. 

A riling on behalf of the Negro complainants in the 
current suits will mark the beginning of the end of one of 
the sorriest chapters in American history. The Supreme 
Court should so on or before January 1, 1953. This 
would be a fitting —and long overdue —celebration of 
the 90th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation. 

         

    

  

    

                

     

   

        

      

     

   

        

     

   
   
    

    

  

    

   

  

  

    

    

  

-——LETTER COLUMN. 

Get It Off Your Chest 

peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for = _ 
redress of grievances.” 

Please find a small contribu-~ 
tion. T hope you can send me 
about three papers. I want to 

  

    Frederick Douglass Said: 
“. . . So long as my voice can be heard on this or the 

her side of the Atlantic, I will hold up America to the 
itning scorn of moral indignation. In doing this, 1 shall 

feel myself discharging the duty of a true patriot; for he 

New Orleans or in any other 
Southern city, I wish they 

your story recorded in the Would read the First Amend- 
Getover issue of FREEDOM, of ment to Article I of the Con- 
the Baptist traditions of free- stitution which says: “Congress 
dom. Tam an active member 

FREEDOM for Agitators 
Tam deeply impressed by 

| i 

| 
   

is a lover of h     

sin is a reproach to any people.” 
‘Speech at Market Hall, New York City, Oct. 22, 1847 

  

Stories ao Children: A Christnias Poem for 
(This poem is deflicated to a young FREEDOM 

reader, Christopha Alves.) 
VER THE CITY in a soft blue glow, 
The moon shone down on a new Christmas 
snow; 

The world lay in silence completely, 
While little ones slept ever so sweetly; 
But high in a house, in'a room tiny and bare, 
‘A young mother sat in a single light’s glare; 
Her eyes looked down at a tiny tin bed, 
‘To a little brown baby, dark curls round his 

hea‘ 
Till sing you a song my son, said she, 
‘And from hér lips came a sweet melody: 
“Sweet little son, there in your bed, 
I know Christmas dreams play in your hea 
I know that you dream on this. clear Chr 

mas night, 
Of Saint Nick and Kris Kringle, of plum pud- 

ding delight; 
Of the windows outside, all hung with holly, 
‘The green and red boughs to make everything 

jolly; 
Of children all laughing and carols in the 

streets, 
Of tinsel and ribbons and presents and sweets; 
But here in our room so tiny and bare, 
‘There is little for Christmas but a single light’s 

glare; 
Your father was sent to a far-away land, 
With tears in his eyes and a gun in his hand; 

  

   

  

country who rebukes and does not exeuse 
its sins, It is righteousness that exaltheth a nation while of the Baptist church and your 

story was a great source of in- 
spiration. 

Since we do not have any 
representation down here in 

     
  

He was gentle and kind and ever so willing, 
‘To stay here with us, and never go killing; 
Forgive me, my boy, if my eyes do fill, 
But your father died for nothing on that far- 

shall make mo law respecting ; 
fn establishment of religion, or take them into a batber shop _ |) 
probibiting the Sree exe | thereof; of abridging the tree dom of speech, of af the press; or the right’ of the people 

Our Time 

where all the agitators in this = 
a 

  

  community hang out. 
Joseph Banks 
New Orleans, La, rs 

|| 
   

   

away hill.” 
And the earth was quiet as the young mother ~~ 

sang, y 
While far across the city, the Christmas bells. 

rang. 

  

HERE IS A TALE of a long ago while, 
When men ‘put their hope in the birth of 
a child; 4 

The most precious of gifts, this babe born in~ | 
the Rast, “ae 

Gave to the world the great hope of peace; ; 
Some day, my son, I promise to you, | 
Jn memory of your father we shall make” _ 

Christmas true; 
So lie there my boy and dream of the holly, 
And of all those things which make Christmas 

ime jolly; 
But this, little one, T beg you remember, 
‘That the gift of the babe whom the ages hold ~ 

tender 
Was the promise of peace for you and for me, ~ 
‘And some day my son, it shall be, it shall be.” 

   

    

   

  

ND NOW THAT SH 

  

come to ‘the end    

  

of her song, tee 
‘The mother’s head bent and to sleep she was 

gone; P= 

    

While over the city in a soft blué”glow, 
‘The moon shone down on a new Christmas 

snow. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 
children .... that would bring 
on a jJittle more peace. If 
eggs and butter would stop 
fiirtin’ ‘round the dollar line 

I would also consider 
that a peaceful sign... .. Oh, 
darlin’ Jet's don't talk ‘bout 
the meat! 

Yes girl! ! You are perfect- 

  

  

   

  

  

when I see this .. . Yl sing 
out... Peace it's truly won- 
derfui! 

‘Then.I'd go and watch the 
black Governor and the 
white Mayor unveiling a 
bronze statue of Frederick 
Douglass and John Brown 
shakin’ hands. . 

‘When I was ready to leave 

        

a 

ly right... If our menfolk Td catch me a pullman back 
a would make over us a little to New York . . . now that’s 

hore THATT would be peace: What you'd call “Sleepin’ in 
= | ince. heavenly peace.” When T got 

Hyinen all them things are home the bells and the horns 
~ 5 W sxcd'up the way I'vant’em Would be ringin’ and toot’ 

Tm gonna spend one peace. “Happy New Year!” .. and » FT iarnaeen’ on Rowou there wouldn't he no mothers Peace don took mnournin’ for thelr soldier 
= Dw Marge I told you now sons . . . and there'd be no 

dot’ gave ne too much’ of service’ Stars in’ the win ee ee ee Gone | Beas and ga 
cater’ me 1 piane for Alar Would’ be pranein’ round 

~~ Fi fcorgia somewhere and vist and ridin’ their Christmas spiky old friends and wea sleds ‘through the. sparklin —~ J fo round trom door to door snow... and the words 
hour “christmas ‘citer “lynch,” “murder” and "a << H piTined go down to Main would be crossed out of every 

& Street and ride front, middle dictionary . . . and nobody 
Fe eases ee ome tia file peace 0a, Bes Se Ree tous walls" eause it would BE 

- = wave and cry out, “Merry Peace’. . . and our hearts 
f Chtisinas setgborsi™ 0, Would be tet 

cane Oh hush now! . . . They ‘What? .... No, I ain’t crazy, | . H woud do this because they'd either! Ail. that is gonna ee happen. . just-ay sure as ‘And wed all go in the Got made ttle apples! I 
5 same-church and afterwards promise you that! +> «and wed ail go in the same Go you know who's gonna be ~ wr & movie ‘and see Lena Horne here to see it? Me girl» =~ actin’ and singin’ all the way yes, your. friend Mildred! “pw # through a picture, Td Let's you and me have an- Bave'te visita school ao Wit otter ees nog’ on. thet Tveould see a black teacher Here's to it, MERRY. SOAS 

ae teachin’ white kids... an’ Marge! PEACE! 
aay eee al ieee eae Sees ti Gan sal pocen tes ont Tmaesey   

ARENA SAAR AE RE ARAN RR RTSA RISES) 
   

YOU CANT AFFORD TO MISS 

FREEDOM’S 
2ND ANNUAL HOLIDAY CABARET DANCE 

Same Place 

Celebrity Club 
New York, N.Y. 

. Dec. 26th, 8 p.m. to 2:45 a. 
35 Eost 125th Street 

Fri. 
Same Band 

Celebrity Club Orchestra 
Admission: Advance $1.50 

Tables: Seating 4 
Seating 6— $6.00; 
Seating 8— $7.50 

Get Your Reservation Now! 

$4.50. (ringside) ; 
At door $1.75, 

$4.00 & $3.50 
$5.50; $5.00 

Mail. check in advance for 
tables and tickets to FREEDOM, 

58 West 125th Street 

     

     
     

    

    

Nature Friends 
CAMP MIDVALE 

[A Progressive, Interracial Camp 
Only 45 ml. from New Yore City Geledyate. Now Years With ws Only $i Caunp Fee for New Year's: $e'Wee. siynt a Thurs. 420 Wed 

ight until Sunday. (include Tee and food). For Inform: fon and neeervanions 
MIDVALE. CAMP CORP, Temune 82160. Mdval 

    

    

  

         
     

        

  

Ne 

  

ror ap 
_ {REMODEL YOUR FURS! 

at a Reliable Furrier | 
We wit restyle your fur garments Ie'the tates fathion at tne most | Fearsonabie price. We. also. havel 
Biotes at~ money-saving. ¥ Come sp. and. convince’ 

MAX KUPERMAN 
214 West 20th St, BR 9-3733 | 

    
    

   

    

    

  

     
  

     

New York, N. ¥,      
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Have you sent in your 
FREEDOM Anniversary 

Greeting yet? 
Deadline December 20th! 

Fur Workers Resort 
GINTERRAGIAL) 

SPARKLING HOLIDAYS 
OF FUN AND SPORT 

DEC. 24th to JAN. 4th, Incl. 
Tops in. Entertainment Ghoek full of noliday. spit feative atmosphere. assures pléceé abend: st you make plans now 

FURRIERS JOINT COU! 
‘Phone WAtkine 4-6600 

‘ Nl 

  

  

  

Here’s My Story 
By PAUL ROBESON 

(Continued from Page 1) 
The political advertisement 

boasted that, “In the past 20 
years... Negroes, along with 
all other Americans, have made 
tremendous strides, economi- 
cally, socially and in the fleld 
of education.” 

‘The 86 signers insisted that 
“Negroes have jobs now. . 
And like Americans generally, 
they're drawing good wages. 
‘The Negro farmer, like ali 
farmers, has made tremendous 
progress, too.” 2 

‘But here's the other clipping, 
a report by the Senate sub- 
committee on Labor and Labor- 
‘Management. Relations. 

Based on the figures of the 
1950 census, the report. reveals 
that family income of Negroes 
as compared with whites 
‘more unequal than it was five 
years/ago! 

Tn the words of the report: 
“Their average Income was 
{$1,869 in 1950, or 54 per cent 
of the average income of $3,445 
among white families.” ‘in 
1945 the difference was ST per 
cent). Put in plain terms, 
apart from figures and per- 
centages, the fact is clearly 
shown here that the mass of 
the Negro people remain. im- 
poverished, the average family 
getting less than one-third of 
what the government. itself 
calls @ minimum income for 
health and decency. 

‘The report further reveals 
that the average yearly earn~ 
ings of Negro wage and salaried 
workers is about $1,300—only 
52 per cent of the average for 
white workers! 

And the report tells why our 
hard-working people get. only 
half the pay of white work- 
ers: “Negroes are still pre- 

  

dominantly employed in the 
lower paying and less skilled 

  

        

        
        

       

  

jOW THE TILLERS WIN 
BACK THEIR LAND: 
Pamphlet im English 

Mustoted with 11. drowinge 
Reads like o novel, 

Send. for our listings of books: nd. perlogieals from any lands 

IMPORTED PUB. & PROD. 
22 East 17th St, New York City 3 

  

  

  

  

The Richardson Studio of 
Creative Expression 

Classes for Children 
‘© Interpretative Speech 

let Technique 

  

  

Saturday mornings, 10 a.m. 
433 Edgecombe Ave,, 2d Floor 

Bevlan Richardson, Instenetor 

  

    
WHITE LAKE, N.Y. 

‘Wanter sports ‘any to any 
‘Limited mecommodations ee 

  

‘New Xark City 
    

‘oceupations.” 
As for moving up into the 

higher brackets, well, the re- 
port shows that’ the proportion Of Negroes engaged in pro- 
fessional occupations “re- 
mained at about 2 per cent.” 

0 1 ASK: Who has been in- 
tegrated into what? What is 

all this talk about “tremendous 
strides, along with all other 
Americans?” 

It Js worse than plain foolish, 
in the face of these facts, to 
be whooping and hollering that 
the “new world a-coming” is 
already here — such talk can 
only divert us from what we 
have got to do, And that is: 
‘To unite together closer and to 
fight harder for our rights, 
FEPC? Without it we will 

still be kept down on the low- 
est levels; we will still have to 
work twice as hard for half 
tht pay. FEPC must still be 
won. 

‘Negro Democrats and Repub- 
leans and Progressives all 
must realize that whatever 
progress our people have made 
hhas come about not by boasting 
but by battling; and that the 
great truth proclaimed by 
Frederick Douglass holds good 
for us today: “Without struggle 
there can be no progress!” 

Classified Ads 
TRUCKING. 

poe eee 
oe ae, 

  

  

  

MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 
DRUM & XYLOPHONE. INSTRUC- TION. ‘Dan shilling Studio, 1296 

  

Eider Ave. Bronx, N.Y. Tr 33612 ‘Ailsprivate lemons,” Pormerty. with Tommy 

JO BANKS 
(Creative Photography! 
6457 Cottage Grove Av 

} Chicago 87m. f 
| ee 

t 

  

Portraits, Photo. documen- 
taries on assignment, com- 

of 

  

mercial photography 
all, kinds. 

  

    

      

    

    

    

    

    

    

   
   

    

    

    
    

  

     

    

    

   

    

don’t 
buy 
now! 

  
to the 
biggest ond 
best yet! 

annual 

labor 

bazaar 
St. holas Arena 

69 W. 66th St. 

13, 14 

  

Dec. 11, 12, 

6 P.M. to midnight 
‘Thursday and Friday 

  

12 noon to midnight 
Saturday and Sunday 

Thousands of bargain 
items produced and 
donated by skilled 

labor 
. 

Children’s wear, women’s 
wear, men’s wear, fur, fur- 
niture, toys, leather goods, 
shoes, jewelry, plasties, elee- 

trical appliances, drugs, gift- 
ware, and lots more. 

   

  

Proceedls—To' combat _anti- 
‘Semitism, Jim Crow, and 
all forms of discrimi- 
nation, 

‘Tickets—50c each, children 
under 12 free, available at 
all ALP clubs or at 

Bazaar Office—1 East 4th St. 
‘GR 7-6064-5. 

Auspices: 
American Labor Party   

  
DOCUMENTARY — COMMERCIAL — PORTRAITURE 

‘44 E, 43rd St., Chicago, I. 

  

PHOTOGRAPHY 
LESTER DAVIS 

  

A GALA NITE 
—T0— 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 19th 
THE TROCADERO 

Phone: OAkland 4-6711 | 

585 East Tremont Ave. (2 blocks E. of Third Ave.) 
Square and Folk Dancing 

Entertainment and 
FRED LEIFER, popular, versatile Coller 
JOHN RANDOLPH, Dramatic Artist 
DE CORMIERS, Well-Known Folk Singers 
HOST OF BROADWAY STARS AND PERSONALITIES 

Sponsored. by 
Parkchester Committee to End Diserimination in Housing 

5 CONTRIBUTION: $1.20    
  

Help Win the Fight for Interracial Housing } 

at



December, 

“Suite 3, Fifty-three West 125 ‘Street, New York 27, N-% 

Paul Robeson December, 1952 
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