Here’s
My Story

By PAUL ROBESON

NE OF THE assacia-
tions I am most proud
of is my connection with
the hundreds of millions of
people all over the world
who are members or sup-
porters of the World Coun-
cil of Peace. This interna-
tional body, which is the ar-
dent spokesmah for peace-
loving humanity in all lands,
; has for some
time sought an
interview with
Trygve Lie and
other leaders
of the United
Nations for the
purpose of pre=
senting a few
simple pro-
posals aimed
at avoiding the
A . atasirophe

of a World War IIL

When Dr. Frederic Joliot-
Curie, distinguished French
selentist and president of the
Council, addressed g request
for support to’ Warren Austin,
chief U.85. delegate to the UN,
Mr. Austin unburdened himself
of the most Impolite reply.

I felt obliged as an American
member of the peace committes
o answer Mr. Austin: and ginee
peace is everybody's business, I
am making my letter public,
Here it I5, in part:

Dear Mr, Austin:
I ADDRESS THIS letter to you
as an American member of
thie World Counecll of Peace,
which plans to present specific
proposals on ways to peace be-
fare the United Nations at an
early date. Your summary and
discourteous dismissal. of the
pequest for support of this com-
mittes's proposals constitutes a
distinet disservice to the peace-
loving people of the United
tates and the world,

Dy. Frederic Joliot - Curie,
chairman of the Counecil, in di=
recting a request to the United
Nations for a conlerence, car-
ries gut the mandate of literally
hundreds of millions of people
in all parts of the world. And
included in these millions are
great sections of the American
people, especially women and
youth, who today are finding
new courage and strength to
sign petitions for peace, parti-
cipate in the wvarious peace
polls, atiend peace conferences,
and march In magnificent
peace parades and caravans.
They are makKing it clear that
they, as well as the peoples of
Europe and Asia, want peace
and not a senseless war of mu-
tual destruction.

The governmentis of the
United States, Western Europe,
Latin America, England  and
India must hearken Lo the
voices of their people. These
population majorities say: ne-
gotiale a five-power peace pact
and give the new Chinese Re-
public of 475 million people ifs
rightiul seat in the United Na-
tions, if the world is to have a
United Nalions that bears any
resemblance to the intent of its
founding Charler.

You may recall that M. Jallot-
Curie has received the respect-
ful and seriously-considered
replies of many world organi-
gations devoted to peace; In-
elnding the world organization
of Quakers and the WVatican,

(Continued on Page §)
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Dixie Plus Hitler Race Hate

KOs 'Ambassador” Su

dim Crow has KO'd Sugar Ray Kobinson — some thing no man who

pion has been able to do.

gar Ray

has traded punches. with the cham-

The trouble is, the fagious middleweight titleholder still doesn’t know what hit him. For the record, it was a
mixture of Dixie “white supremacy” and Hitler race hate, as deadly as a bolo punch,
It happened in West Berlin recently during an exhibi-
tion bout with Gerhart Hecht. Sugar Ray swung a jab and
the German turned away just as the blow landed. Robin-
son’s lightning fist caught Hecht in the kidney and he

L

i e

SUGAR RAY ROBINSON receiving plaudits from French celebri-
ties before his recent bouts with Jim Crow. Here Georges Car-
pentier, famed retired French boxer, presents a trophy to the
Champ while film star Louise Carletti makes with the fists,

Courier Interviews MacArthur

went down for the count.

But the crowd of 30,000 be-
gan yelling' “foul"” and tossing
pop - bottles at Robinson and
even. Megro GI's- among  the
spectators. The referee, claim-
ing the blow was illegal, awnrd-
ed the victory to the badly
beaten German boxer. Sugar
Ray and his wife were lorced
to take refuge underneath the
ring and finally left the arena
with a police escort.

Immediately, 'Robinson
blamed the rioting on “Com-
munists," still grogev, no doubt,
from Mz, Jime Crow's Sunday
punch,

When — anid il — the Champ
“comes (o* he will realize fhat
the Army of Oecupation under
Gen, Lucius Clay of Marietia,
Ga., brought along the “white
supremacy” ideas of old Dixie
and spread them among Lhe
Germans, who learned their
“Arvan" theories of race hate
under Hitler. He might also re-
meinther the recent rioting in a
German mnight club  beiween
Negro and white GI's sparked
by the Army’'s policy of segre-
eation.

Althouph Robinson was later

Cloudland HQ Issues a Dud

By BOB LUCAS

High among the clouds in Gen. Douglas MacArthur's penthouse GHQ, the Negro
reporter for the Pittsburgh Courier found the rarified atmosphere, so awe-inspiring that
he ecstatically datelined his articles “Waldorf Towers, N.Y.C.”

The stories were front-paged
with banner headlines  that
have heen strangely missing on
the real issves involving the
ficht for Negro righis and
against the at-
tacks on civil -
liherties for all.

Being granted
an “exclusive
interview'™ with
the deposed
militarist, who
has never even

‘bothered to

talc to com-
mon - reporters
when he ruled
Japan, apparently proved to be
too much for the interviewer.
He muffed the chance of a life-
time,

Bob Lmms

According to his own state-
ment, MacArthur-and his gold-
braided press azent were both
ready for the 364 guestion, “Be-
fore I entered the MacArthur
suite, Major General Courtney
Whitney, his chief aide, gave
me a detailed briefing on the
General's contact with colored
people,” the reporter wrote.

This was a perfect setup for
the gquery —""What contact?
When? Where?”

AL MacArthur's General
Héadguarters in the Dai-Ichi
building in Tokya?

. « . there was not one single
Negro,” reported Thurgood
Marshall, NAACPE special coun-
5¢]l whe dug inlo the Aagrant

racial bias in the General's Far
East Command.

The five-star general told his
gullible visitor, "Far from being
an advocate of white suprems=-
acy, I know and understand
and sympathize with the aspi-
rations and needs of colored
peaples throughout the world.”

This #need” was fulfilled. by
plastering “colored” and
“white” signs—Dixie style— all
over Japan, according to Ne-
groes who have been there,

While the General’s right-
hand_ man was speaking in
terms of “millions” of dark
skinned peoples who give Mac-
Arthur their “wndying devo-
tlon”—"“six million Filipinos, 80

cleared of tossing a foul blow,
this has been a rough trip ‘for
him. This is the second time
within a - few days that the
famous Negro boxer, whom the
New York Times appointed
“ambassador,” has had his cre-
dentials crudely snatched away
from him during his current
European tour,

The first time was at the
swanky.8l. Cloud Country Cluh
in Parts. Sugar Ray was floored
by the seme Mr. Jim Crow that
15 million of hizs black brothers
and slsters in this country are
fighting every day.

Robinson and his party were
bluntly told to leave the ex-
clusive club"where they played
golf every day, after white
Americans  objected to  the
presence of the MNeoioes.

Following his ~ previous trid
umphant tour through Europe,
Sugar Hay proudly referred to
his spectacular rise as a boxer
and his success as a bhsiness-
man and said;, “Where else hul
in America could T have done
what 1 have done?"

On this trip, Americins in

(Contirtied on Page 2)

million Japanese, and uncounf=
ed millions of colored peoples
throughout the Orient”—the
colored reporter neglected to
ask:

“How many Negroes were in
your honor guard, General?
How many in the GHQ band?"

NONE, says the Thurgood
Marshall report, and Waller
White, NAACP head, comment-
ed after reading this series,
“But when I was in Japan in
1949, I saw litile evidence of
any compliance with [Pres.

Tontinued o Prge 6)
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DEAR EDITH ::

i

Negroes Ask: Why Not Tell

The World Our Troubles? e

Dear Edith:

Our good friend P, L. Prattis
of the Pittsburgh Courier'in one
of 'several wery interesting
articles about you, said that
you would like Negroes as Indi-
viduals, or through our organi-
gations, to write and tell you
our point of view on various
phases of our Torelgn policy. 1
therefore take my pen in hand
to give you my views.

As a Negro woman, along
with milllons of my fellow Ne-
gro Americans, I was glad and
proud: to =ee you, a MNegro
woman, appointed as alternate
U. 5. delegate to the UN Gen-
eéral Assembly, We are pleased
that at last our government has
seen fit to- give representation
to the Nepro people -in the
world organization.

We have high hopes that you
will truly represent us at the
United Nations, because we Ne-
groes know that you have been
MNegro for 40 years, you are
Megro'now, and you will be Ne-
gro for the rest of your life—
when you are finished with the
State Department and the Ad-
ministration, or when they are
finished with you.

Our friend (Prattis suggesis
that your appointment is “Tru-
man's recognition of the dis-
turbing Influence of race and
eolor in the current world

War Is Sharp

..4.1'1 Open Lefter to Mrs. E.-I:E-'r-'l
Sampson, alternate . 5. dele=-
gate to the UN General As-
sembly, Irom Mrs, . Eslanda

Goode Robeson,
L r

struggle,” and “world-wize,
brings Megroes out of the
kitechen into the living room Lo
meet the family, ':-uL::.L%' " {Pitts-
burgh Courier, Sept. 2, 1950.)

The white press Exureased
another opinion concerning
your appointment. They were
practically unanimous in say-
ing that yeu were appointed to
represent Negro opinien, in an
effort lo offset Soviet criticism
of racial conditions in this
country. The New ¥ork papers
said flatly that your appoint-
ment to the UN delegation was
to counteract Russian propa-
ganda. “It serves as answer to
Russian propaganda that Ne-
groes in the United States are
an oppressed people deprived of
opportunity, influence and po-
gition.” (N.¥. Herald Tribune,
Sept. 3, 1950.)

Of course, Edith, you knpu.r.
we know, and all the world
knows that whether you are on
the United Nations or not, the
only effective way to counteract
that propaganda is simply to
stop oppressing Negroes,

Some of the press went even
further and said that with Mrs.

ening Beak

Of Old Jim Crow Buzzard

By THOMAS RICHARDSON

ABDUT THE AUTHOR: Wii-am
Thomas Richardson left his post
az chairman of the anti-discrim-
malion committee of the pro=-
gressive United Public Workers
ef America to become co-direc-
for of the Awmerican Peace
Crisade, FREEDOM . asked Nim
1.-|.'-Ii-_|.l'. His answer is found in this

article.
L il

Jim Crow iz & buzzard, and

ar has sharpened his beak.

he policy of fighting a colored
people  in  Asia has brought
death and courts-martial to
MNegro troops in Korea, and
legal lynching and Dixiecrat
rule o our people: here at
home.

Buziness as usual in the fight
against Jim Crow just isn't
good enough any more!

The 20-year sentence against
Lieutenant Gilbert and the
murder of the Mariinsville
Heven and Willie MoGee have
made this plain as plain can be.

Two years ago, the majer
parties gave 'their solemn word
they would support the passage
of the eivil richts program. Bub
every time we ask about It,
we're told that something more
important must be given pri-
ority—war bills.

So Congress passed measures
#pproving more armaments for
the war in Korea (3 million
Korean casualtles and 15,000
American dead and wounded,
to date.) Have war priorities
brought our people {reedom?

Have higher taxes brought us
freedom? Or the MeCarran Ael?
{¥ou can go o a concentration
eamp if vou speak up for free-
ing Mrs. Rosm Lee Ingram and

o

Thomias Richardson

her children.). Or the Smith
Acl? (Five vears in jail if _you
simply ieach thal Jim Crow is
an evil!)

That’s what war means to
the Negro people,

With all my heart I believe in
the ' program of the American
Feace Crusade: that war is not
inevitalle if the people speak
up: that peace can be won;
that peace and freedom are in-
separable.

All who want freedom must
stand up for peace. And just as
the key to every victory won in
the trade-union moveMent has
been unity of Negro and white,
s0 the key to victory over war
must be this same wunity for
peace, I never was more comn-
fident of anything in my life
than that this unity will be
achieved.

Peace is America’s Best De-
fense, End War—Make Peace
Now,

jects.

Sampson a5 a delegate #{rom
the W.B., the Asian and African
peoples 1.J."LI] not bé able to ac-
cuse Washington of rackst ‘and
imperialistic moves ° against
them.

Of course, Edith, you know,
we know, and all the world
knows that whether or not you
are at the Uniled Nations, the
only effective way of preventing
the Asian: and African peoplés
from accuzing Washington, is
simply for Washington not to
make any racist and imperial-
isl moves against them.

I feel sure that Asidn and
Alrican peoples were surprised
and bitterly disappointed when

you, a Negro woman, sald of
them recently: “I belleve wa
must be .careful lest in our

eagerness to speed up the move-
ment toward freedom and seif-
government for subject peoples,
we take steps to deliver them
from the threshold of a new
freedom to the back door of a
new colonialism."” and when you
warned that granting full free=-
dom to dependent nations “be-
fore they are prepared to use
it In their own interests, might
result in their subjection to the
new colonialism of the Soviet
Unifon.'" (N.Y. Times, Ocl. 16,
19501.

Now Edith, [t is only common

{Continued on Page &)

Sugar Ray KO'd
By Race Hate

(Continued from Page 1)
Paris showed Robinson what he
couldn't do,

After his first trip abroad,
the Harlem boxer—business-
man goodwill ambassador
lagshed out in a bitter attack on
Faul Robeson, “Communists”
in Paris, -and gave his blunt
opinions on wvarious other sub-
But when Jim Crow hit
the Champ tossed In the

himi,
bowel.

All he =aid was, "I was told
we could play only in .the
mornings when not many golf-
ers are on.the course, but I was
opposed to that on principle.
Finally, they asked both myself
and my friends to leave."

Observers familiar with pres-
ent-day conditions in Europe,
commented that it is not sur-
prising that if Robinson ran
into trouble in Europe, it would
be in those spots where Jim
Crow has been 'dragged in by
the American military authori-
ties and Marshall Plan officials.
They expressed regret that
Supar Ray Robinson, who looks
much better in boxing trunks
than in striped pants of the
diplomat, has welcomed into
his corner such “handlérs” and
“zeconds™ ‘as the State Depart-
ment, Hearsy columnlst Walter
Winchell, and New York's
Mayor Vincent Impellitter].

The U.8. State Dept. has
made no protest of the insult
to its unofficial “ambassador.”

There was no comment from
talkative Winchell or Sugar's
pal, Mavor Impellitteri.

And Mme. Auriol, wife of
the President of Franee, en
whose cheek Robinson planied
a goodwill kiss, had nothing to
Sy, i

MRS. EDITH SAMPSON, reputedly on a

State Dean Acheson (left},

John Foster Dulles,

"secret mission” in
Europe for ‘the State Deparfment, confers with Secretary of

Presidential

adviser, and Warren Austin, chief UN delegate.

Inthe Freedom Famlly

Betause -she has done such
an excellent job ef bullding
FREEDOM in her community,
selling more than 200 copies
monthly, the Friends of Free-
dom in Boston awarded BMiss
Mary Ann Johnsem a irip to
New York,

“There s nothing unuswal
about it,” Mary Ann tld us in
our office. “I believe in Paul

Robesen, and I think this paper
fights for our rights llke he
does, 50 I just po Md and tell
this to my friends and neigh-
bors, and get them (o see it
o0,

With her tremendous energy
and vitality, Mary Ann kept all
of us oh our toes. Together
with Mrs. Charloita Bass, she
was FREEDOM'S guest al one
of the most magnificent eul-
tural festivals ever held in New
York, put on by American
Women for Peace at Manhattan
Center before some 2 500 people
from every walk of lile.

She was the house guest of
Paul Robeson Jr., his wife
Marylin and their fine baby
boy. A group of Harlem young
people took her to parties and
receptions. She vwisited the
Unitéed Nations new headguar-
ters. She  talked with Paul
Robeson and recelved an awnto-
graphed picture of the great
people’s artist. She went to the
movies amd had lunch with the
heroic woman fighter for civil
rights, Mrs. Bessie Mitehell, sis-
ter of Collis English, one of two
Trenton Six still in jail.

Mary Ann's visit was an in-
spiration to us all. Boston has
shown the way. We hope friends

of - FREEDOM in other cities
and towns throughout the
country will follow Boston's
example.

June was uull.-e a Cconcert
month f[or Paul Robeson. Two
thousand people stood outside
Harlem's Golden Gate Ballroom
and listened through, loud-
speakers because 50 -inside
took up every available inch of
space. Hope Foy, soprano, Al-
Ilen Booth, pianist, and the Har-
Jem Youth Chorus were the
supporting artlsts. Sponsored
by the Harlem Trade Union
Couneil, it was the biggest con-
cert ever held in the Golden
Gate. Ferdinand Smith, known

" to thousands as a fighting frade

union leader, i5 secretary of the
Couneil.

Two smaller but equally suc-
cessful concerts were held in
Bozton and Cambridge, Mass,
both sponsored by Friends of
FREEDOM. Leaders of the Bos-
ton commitbee were Janeg
Johnson, Jack Lee, Cedar Lee,
the Rev. J. E. Jeliz, and HRoy
Atus, secretary of the Boston
Trade Union Council for Negro
Rights. The commitiee 1n Cam-
bridge included Eleanor War=
ner, chairman; Rachel and Wil-
liam Crooks, Elizabeth Robin=
son, Frances Slegel, Bess Hawes,
Leigh Cauman, Mary and Regi=
nald Yonkers, Despite futile at-
tempts by the Cambridge chap-
ter of Veterans of Foreign Wars
to halt the concert, Father Ken-
neth Hughes, rector of St. Bar-
thaolomew's Episcopal Church
and hizs members and their
friends filled the church's par-
ish hall, where the concert was
held.

Friends of FREEDOM in New-
ark, M. J, zaw to it that the
Masonic Temple Hall was
packed for & memorable con-

cert on June 10.

i-F - -
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Editorial

Preachin’ Discontent x

URING SLAVERY, the rulers of the Southern states

exacted the death penalty from any Negro, or white
friend, found teaching, advocating, or organizing for deliv-
erance. And the U. 8. Supreme Court upheld the barbarous
repressions of the slaveholders withi a Dred Scott decision
which affirmed that Negroes had no rights which a white
man was bound to respect. ;

But Negz‘nés, of course, taught, advocated, and or-
ganized for freedom despite the unconstitutional ruling of

the highest court and all the fiendish deeds of the man-

hunters.
They did this first of ail through their churches.

Tn his. memorable poem, “The Ante-Bellum Sermon,”
Paul Lawrence Dunbar described the Negro minister as
saying: -

“Don't you run and tell your master I've been preachin’
i discentent. . . .
. I'm just talkin’ 'beut our freedom in a Biblistic way!"

I

W L] E -

ODAY, ANOTHER HIGH COURT has desecrated the
First Amendment of the Constitution by prohibiting the
teaching and advocacy of an idea—the idea of socialism.
Even the majority opinion in the court's 6-2 ruling reveals
that none of the Truman justices really believes that social-
jsm ig on the order of the day in the United States or that
there is any “clear and present danger” of the overthrow
of the government by force and vicolence,
'Whey then this monstrous decision?
4 The answer is that the Communists have been “preach-
in' discontent.” 5
' Discontent with the senseless staughter of colored
Asians in Korea. . .. 5

Discontent with the Jim Crow oppression of Negroes
at home.

Discontent with the fantastic witch-hunting which
is transforming the “home of the brave” into the homes
of the scared. . ..

Discontent with the high -taxes, the out-of-reach
prices, the scuttling of social services and FEPC which
are the domestie results of the Administration’s hell-
bent for war program. . . . ]

Discontent with the “white supremacy™ superman
doctrine which American militarists and diplomats are
spreading all over Europe, Asia and Africa.

L L} w L]

" e A CHING' DISCONTENT” is the sacred right of

every American, guaranteed by the Constitution's First
Amendment which says: “Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech
or of the press: or the right of the people peaceably to as-
semble and to petition the government for a redress sof
grievances.” If it is abolished for the Communists, it will
soon be withheld from éthers—especially Negroes, because
our entire perspective for freedom depends upon our rights
to tell the world about our troubles.

Already, Negroes figure prominently among those who
are targets of the Justice Department’s dragnet. Benjamin
Davis Jr., Henry Winston, Claudia Jones, James E. Jack-
son Jr. and Pettis Perry have been indicted and face jail.

Lét no Negro Truman-Democrat or Taft-Republican
believe that he is safe while these Negro Communists stand
in the jail or in its shadows. Not if he wants to preserve
the right of “preachin’ discontent,” which iz the time-
honored duty of every Negro worthy ‘of the name.

reedom

/[ "\Where one is enslaved, all_are’in chains! /
HL_*_q_h4n_m____iuw———ﬂ_-————‘-_+
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In This Corner

——LETTER COLUMN

L

. » « Ray Robinson

~ Get It Off Your Chest

Appreciation pearles, for thal s also the Beulah ":Rlchardson in her
Just @ brief note* of appre- Program of our _y,r:ra,t union, beautiful. and glowing poem,

preciation and thapks [u? the the Marine Cooka and “Paul Robeson,” has puy lotg

newsphpers that arrived yes- Ciowards. unforgettable Wm;fis whai mil=

terday. I have just been FREEDOM goes on board all lons feel and echo.

thtough them and must tell Our contract vessels as they Yours for the kind of world

you what an excellent piece of
work is being done. FREEDOM
achieves that difficult task of
maintaining . highest guality
without ever talking down to
its readers or sacrificing any
of its great fizhting attributes.
Asa Zotz,
Mexico City

The Good Fight for Peace

Keep up the pood work.
Your publication is extremely
vital for all of us and we will
strive to zet more subs.

I shall never forget how
very proud I was to chair the
meeting here when Eslande
Goode Robeson spoke, What a
wonderinl woman! The com-
plete records (from :tape re-
cording) of Paul Robespn’s ma-
jor .address, with his great
songs, -here in 1948 still serve to
acquaint new people with. that
memorable meeting,

Yours for the good fight, for
peace!

Bill Lewis,
Portland, Oregon

FREEDOM Goes Sailing

Enclozed are 31 subscriptions
to FREEDOM. from rank-and-
file members of the National
Union of Marine Cooks and
Stewards,

We are happy and more than
proud to'support a paper such
as yours which courageously
fizhts for the frecdom of all

come in and is read with avid
interest by our members.

Here's hoping te see FREE-
DOM grow daily uniil it be-
comes a bi - monthly, then a
weekly, even daily weapon of
the people.

We will continue to support
FREEDOM until there 'is real
freedom in our country, real-
izing that full and ecomplete
freedom in America has never
existed for the majority of the
American people, especially
minority groups and working
people, We join hands toward
the achievement of this goal.

Chuck Drary,
San Francisco, Calif.

Join Hands in Brotherhood

I anm so thrilled with the
ringing  message | FREEDOM
conveys that I must write to
you and say, “Fhank Fou,
thank you for all the priceless
things  you aré deing to help
hring about peace and [ree-
dom all over the world for the
oppressed and the weak!™

When you, Paul Robeson, and
your “ahle collexgpes . raise
your mighty wvoices, It must
echo all over the world, where
men and women SLTuggle
against  the shackles that
would bind them forever if
the evil men who profit fron.
the milsery, degradation and
murder of thelr fellow human
beings could continue to.carry
on in their monstrous way.

F ]

where all
in

mankind will join
brotherhood.

Barbara B. Nestor, |

Los Angeles, Calif,

The Road Is Rocky

Our publishing committee for
Don West's new collection of
poems, “The Road Is Rocky"”
believes that many people will
want to join with us in pub=
lishing these powerful, timely
poems: And we, in turn, are
anxious to get “The Road Is
Rocky” to the public at as
near the actual cost of print-
ing  and distribution ag  Iis
possible.

We plan a first edifion .of
5000 copies. We already have
orders for nearly 2,000, The
propozed prlce is 31 for the
popular edition and $250° for
the cloth-bound:

To help in finaneing the ini-
tial printing—and for a limited
time only—we are offering a
special pre - publication price
of only fifty cents each for the
popular edition in dots of 25
or more — and $1.50 for the
¢loth - bound book, the latler
singly if desired.

Thiz book should be in the
hands of every American work-
er and everyone who 15 mter=
ested in building a better Amer-
iea. Copies can be ordered from
me al 1100 West Cypress St,
San -Anfonio, Texas.

Grace Koger,
San Adtonmio, Texa®
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Robber Wars Abroad and Jim Crow at HomeG

“We Beseech Our Countrymen”
--- Frederick Douglass, 1848

“The present disgraceful, eruel and iniguitous war. . ..
Grasping ambition, tyrannic usurpation, atrocious aggres-
sion, cruel and haughty pride . . . The groans of slaughtered
men, the sereams of violated women, and the cries of erphan
children, must bring no throb of pity from our national
heart, but must rather serve as music to inspire our gallant
troops to deeds of afroctous erielty, lust and blood.”
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Whose words are those? When were they written?
What government is being denounced in such blistering
terms?

The words eome from Frederick Douglass, and they
were published in his Rochester newspaper, The North
Star, in January, 1848. The government being condemned
is that of the United States and Douglasgs denounced it be-
cause it was then conducting, on behalf of its ruling cir-
cles, a robber war against the people of Mexico.

And Douglass, like many of his fellow great Americans of
the period, including Abraham Lincoln, was denouncing the
robber war while it was on; he
wasn't walting until it was over
and the booly wasg in and the
dead were buried and-the bands
had stopped and it became safe
—but useless—to lament and re-
gret-and deplore the unfortunate
slaughter of the gulled and the
misled,

No, ‘Douglass denounced it
while it was on and in the face
of *the greed and might of the
merciless whip-wielders because
he truly loved his countiry and
because he loved his own people,
the Negro' people. Thats why
he wrote, “We beseech.  our
conntrymen to leave, off this
horrid’ conflict, abandon their
murderous plans, and forsake
the way of blood." That's why
he urpged “let petitions flood
the halls of Congress by the million, asklng for the recall of
our forces."”

Yes, he fought for peace, while the war was on, because it was
an unjust war and the best interests of the Negro people and
therefore of all American’ people would be served by ending the
slaughter: And that ia what Frederick Douglass was loyval to—to
his people and to all plain people of his country and that is
what real pairiotism is. Of course, Douglass was called a fraitor,
but his sianderers were the traitors, not Frederick Douglass.

Don't et Douglass wrong. He was no meek and mild lamb.
He was a tizer in fichting for fresdom. It was Douglass who saiid,
“He is whipped most who is whipped easiest™; it was Dounglass whe
izssned his stirring “Call To Arms™ in the Civil"War and who saw
his two sons fizght in Lincoln's army against the slaveholders.
Dougiass would fight, but only FOR freedom, only FOR justice;
therefore he opposed wars for slavery and for money.

In Douglass' uncempromising stand against unjust wars, as
in his unyielding battle for liberty and equality, he epitomizes
the heart of all Negro history. The words of the Negro people
themselves back over one hundred years and coming down to our
own day prove thiz to be troe.

T
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Fought Heroically
For Emancipation

In 1842 war thréeatened between
Great Britain and the United States
One of the canses of tension was Eng-
land’s refusal to return some slaves
who had revolted ‘aboard a domestic
slave-trading - ship and had pained
Ireedom In the West Indies. Said the
leading organ of the Negro people—the
Colored People's Press, edited in New
York by the Reverend Theodore S
wrighs: "If war were declared, shall
we fight in defense ol a ‘governme
which denies us the” most pre
right of citlzenship?? “Ne," answered
the Rev. Wright, he *wanted nothing
to do with unjust wars and he urged
that “until”™ the Negro people were
“free and equal citizens” they oppose
the aggressive wars of their oppressors.

What did the Negro people do dur-
Ing the Civil War? Here were two pov-
erhments, that of Lincoln and that of
Jefferson Davis, and 80 percent of the
Negro people were within the limits
of the slaveholding government. The
Negro people fought for Lincoln's gov=
ernment and against Davis', There
were ; exceptions: there were a few
well-to-do Southern free Negroes who
crawled up to the slavedrivers and
sald: “Your country is mine; let me
fight for it, let me= beloyal to it.” These
people were spat upon by the mass of
Negroes in their own day and their
dishonored names remain buried with
their bones, because ‘they betraved
honor, people and country.

No, the mass of Negro people fought
against their home government and
on the side of Lincoln, Douglass and
Harriet Tubman. Two hundred thou-
sand Negroes: fought in the Umion
army and 30.000 in that navy, and
over 200000 more worked for that
army and navy and a total of half a
million slaves succeeded in  flecing
from JYeff Davis' Southern paradise,
and thousands more conspired and re-
belled in that paradise, .

In doing this and in a dozen other
ways the Negro people contributed de-
cisively to thely own emancipation and
to saving the Union. The Negro's
emancipation required the Union's
salvation; the Union’s salvation re-
quired the Megro'z emancipation. In
the Civil War, the entire Negro people
opposed in actiopn an unjust war and
upheld a just one.

“ P

CIVIL WAR: The Battle of Milliken's Bend, showing Megro troops attacking -the Confederate lines.
Megroes contributed decisively to saving the Union and winning- Emancipation, with 200,000 serving in

the Union army and another 30,000 in the Navy.
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July 28, 1917. Thousands of Megroes, including large,
tingents of White-clod children, demonstrated againd

60 Lynchings Yar
Call to Halt ‘Wyy

World War I, participated in by the
United States from 1917 through 1918,
produced deep. opposition among the
masses of Negroes. Here (s not the
place to tell of the government's prom-
ises and how they werg broken, of the
lynechings which averaged 60 each year
during the “War for Democracy™ and
of the mass murders of Negroes in Ili-
nols, Pennsyvlvania, Arkansas Wash-
ington, D.C. and elsewlhere, nor of. the
peonage clamped on the Negroes in
the Sounth through the “work or fight"
policy—from which almost a million
Negroes fled, despite every obstacle.

The point is that Negroes hated this
pnjust war and wanied it stopped.
Tens of thousands of Negroes, men,
women and children marehed with
mulfled drums, July 28, 1915, through
the heart of New York City while
scores of thousands watched and the
sullen police darsd not stop them.
Their banners read, “Make America
Safe For Democracy™ and “Mother, Do
Lynchers Go To Heaven?”

Leading commercial publications
worried because “discentent and un-
rest among Negroes have been spreéad-
ing,” and newspapers reported many
arrestsiamong them, "upon the charge
of rebellion and treason” as in Birm-
incham ‘and in Columbia, Tenneszee.
President Wilson felgned amazement,
in 1017, that “many of the members
of the colored race were not enthusi-
astie in their support of the Govern-
ment in  this crisis.! People like
ex-Prezident Taft and Dr. Frissell of
pton Institute and Dr. Wileox,
ident of the New York City-Board
ucation and a Tuskegee trustee,
nade Sonthern tours to generate such
“enthusiasm”—while every week an-
other Negro was lynched!

Early in 1918 the Amsterdam News
demanded “autenomy” for the Negro
people -and wanted to Enow: “Can
America demand that Germany give
up her Poles and Austria her Slavs,

.*".\_
while Ami still H

possible
million pefe > 02

“Have
paper de dasﬁ:‘:i
Slavs ta ali ,“; a
existence; Where :
Are:. their

- igths st
white old th
nothing big,n;pje i
patient. ..,

Meanwhses
ered that |
the Negro-¥
to the wo
shevik agdy.

Vol Ik

Sumny.
3 ing ' Ne
these w in The 1

ber, 19§, 5: :
* pdited i
radical
ig Negr
Randol “The 1
countrs sace,
_E\'PTF L T ]?-2.1;1:
in warly . ciary
shorlagi,og ar
living. ‘hver th
of citicdy vijlag
ures o ation
“’Illﬁe“: [l’l h]:
L ET
4 ud, rev




=
nlalgflﬂ / :

Page 5

1¢Go Hand in Hand

| Hivert A ptheker

violence, terror and loss of civil rights at home that accom-

lew YpR ence -
7 largh= panied the “war to make the world saofe for democracy.
againt® Arrow points to W. E. 3. DuBois,

Yarly Brought Angry

Wir for Democracy’

e Am{still Holds in harshest
ible piffe a nation of over ten
lon pe”

Jave 9 as much right” that
er dered, "as the Poles and
= to o to-a free, independent

over 1,500 men and women, Negro and
white, were thrown into jail as poli-
tical anti-war prisoners.

Some renegades appeared, and this
is how A, Fhilip ERandolph  greeted
them in The Messenger in May, 1819:
terica /Where are our leaders? “There are no doubt a few more left

{heipiths ‘stopped with the who will choose whom they will serve
te maold that they can dd as organized reaction, drunk with
hing Bumbleiont advice to be power, adopls all kinds of harsh and
jentt, . they traitors or fools?™ inexcusable laws., . . EBEut no one
reanwhie white press discov- trusts the rencgade . . . the radical
1 thatfesire for peace among renegade is worst of all l!t desertﬁ
Megrod other—masses Was due the people for the predatory intecests.
the wil German and/or. Bol- That is what A. Philip Randolph said

yik ap@¥ramenps were rife and in 1919,
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Edvied bw
Chandier Owen — A. Philip Randolph
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3u]ning Negro feeling  were
these wn The Messenger (Novem-
ber, 1g@ited in New York by a
radicaks Negro named A. Fhilip
Rando] ' The real issue of this
econnirpeace. . . . The people in
every (¥ have been bled to death
in wargr starved to death by the
shorta/food and the high cost of
{iving. dver the smoldering ruins
of citil villages, over lost ireas-
nres glization, men in trenches,
women in black habiliments of
woe, ¢n emaciafed and hungry,
ery ould, reverberating note for

PEACE

i

P

. : A. Philip Randolph

# Cuba, ' the

Editor’s Note: The articles
on this page, prepared by the
eminent authority, Dr. Her-
bert Aptheker, illustrate the
important histeric truth that
the Megro people have con-
sistently opposed: imperialist
wars and supported the pro-
gressive: wars, in which, our
nation has been engaged.

We hope FREEDOM'S read-
ers will use this spread in the
fight for peace today.

War With Spa'n
Widely Attacked

Imv - April, 1898, the United
States  precipitated. war ™ with
Spain, defeated - that' nation,

and.then seized Pusrto Rico,
Philipp nies ' and
Guam. Wars raged agalnst
Spain afd the people of these
iglands from 1888 through 1902,
The Negro.people opposed these
wars ‘and openly sided with the
raped island peoples.

A leading MNegro paper of the

period, the Richmond FPlanet,.

warned in July, 1898 that “the
American Negro canhot become
the ally of Imperialism without
englaving his own race.” A nmass
organization, the CGolored Na-
tional League, issued, the next
vear, an Open Lefter to Presi-
dent MeKinley and ealled apon
the President “to pause In puar-
suit of vour national policy of
criminal aggression abroad- fo
consider the criminal agpres-
sion at home against humanity
and,  American eitizenship,
which iz in full tide of success-
ful conguest at the Sguth."

Frederick Douglass was dead
but ‘his|son; Lewls, a veteran
of the Civil War, 'denounced the
war and the conguest of colo-
nies. The President, he sald in
1899, promises the Filipinos and
Puerto Ricans “a government of
liberty™ . but he Knows- that
“whatever the U.S. government
controls, there injustice to dark
races prevalls”; he knows that
“the expansion: of the United
States means extension.ol race
hatred afd cruelty, barbarcus
Iynchings and the grossest in-
justices:- .00 ¢

Douglass® son-in-law, Nathan
W. Sprague, lived too, and in
1899 he resigned. from the
Maryland Committee of the
Republican Party In  protest
against imperialism. He said
the United States left “millions
of American-born citizens to be
Iynehed and burned at the
stake, sayving that they have no
power to prohibit such crimes,
and  yet ‘this Administration
feels justified in forcing a

“oarped
Filipinos."

The Republican newspaper,
the Philadelphlia Recorder,
spoke for a meéar unanimous
Negra people when it sald In
January, 1900, referring to the
“pacification™  of . the Phillp-
pines;that “those who have the
spirit of independence and hu-
man liberly in their breasts are
called traitors if they raise their
voices against this diabolical
outrage.”

The szentiments of the Negro
GIs sent to fight the Filipino
peoples—many of whom went
to their side—were expressed in
a typieal letfer from a Private
William R. Fulbright of Indi-
ana, He was with the 25th In-
fantry Begiment in Manila and
in June, 1901, he told the folks
back home, briefly and to the
point; “This struggle on the
islands has been nought but a
gigantic scheme of robbery and
oppression.”™

clvilization .mpon  the -

*This Isn’t Qur War’—
AME Bishop on China

The guestion of Negro Ameri- ¥
cans bearing arms against the
colored people of Asia came up
half a century ago, when there
was talk of sending Negroes to
help suppress the Chinese peo-
ple’s, demperatic “Boxer” rebel-
lion in the summer of 1900,

At that time Bishop Henry M.
Turner of Georgia, one of the
leading  figures of the AME
Church, said: *“This is not our
war, and the black man that
puls a gun upon his shoulder
to.go to fight China should find
the bottom of the ocedn before

Bishop H. M. Turner

he gels-there.”

‘Morning Breaks’--- Du Bois
Leoked to Freedom in 1906

All of the foregoing-is but the briefest sampling of the
rich tradition among the Negro people of opposition to
robber wars, In 1906, Dr., DuBois, writing the Address to
the Country of the Niagara Movement, said, “The morn-
ing breaks over the hills.,”” He called, “Courage, brothers!
The battle for humanity is not lost or losing.” He saw, did
this man of genius, in 1906, that “The Slav is rising in
his mizht, the yellow millions are tasting liberty, the black
Africans are writhing toward the light, and everywhere
the laborer, with ballot in his hand is voting open the gates
of Opportunity and Peace.”

So it has come, and is coming, to pass. Now 800 mil-
lion people from Berlin to Peking hold power in, their own
hands and Africans, black and white together, are demon-
strating for peace and freedom and the working classes of
western Europe are more powerful and more miliftant than
ever before, :

When Paul Robeson fold 900 delegates to the National Labor
Conference for Negro Rights in Chicago in 1950 that the united
masses would “help to bring to pass in America and in the world
the dream our fathers dreamed—of a land thatl’s free, of a people
growing in friendship, in love, in cooperation and peace”: and
when Dr. DuBoels said, In 1951, “I take my stand beside the mil-
lions  in every nation and continent and ery for PEACE—NO
MORE WAR!" both these great Americans were speaking in direct
extension of the real traditions of the Negro people in the Unjted
States.

All honor to Dr. DuBois and Paul Robeson, mighty sons of
the American Negro people, true continuers of the democratic
struggles of Frederick Douglass, Security, equality, freedom, peace
—these are at the heart of Negro history, and they are deep with-
in the heart of world humanilty. With unity and firmness they
shall be achieved everywhere and the dreams of our fathers—of

the fathers of all of us of every c¢olor, every clime and every
nation—shall he realized.

5 3 2 B i g ; .
DR. W. E. B. DuBOIS is shown ot his desk at Atlanta University
where, in the first decade of the twentieth century, he initiated
and edited the famous Atlanta U. Studies on the American Negro.
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Indian People Express Solidarity
With Struggles of Negroes in U.S.

EY KUMAR GOSHAL

~ The struggle of the Negro
peaple in America for full free-
dom, justice and eqguality is a

familiar story to the people of:

India, For a long time the In-
dianzs have ldentified. this
struggle with, their own sitrug-
gle for the same goal. Thig is
not difficult to understand;
for, dark - skinned themselves,
they have suffered from the
same handicaps at home and
abroad.

Frogressive, politically ma=-
ture Indians, of course, under=
stand the reasons underlying
racial discrimination and the
color bar. What is significant
is the fact that other Indians,
even those. who are politically
conservative and economically
secure, are -acutely aware of
this problem.

In the summer of 1848, when
I visited India, fenant farmers
in Indian villages as well as
business and professional peo-
ple in the cities asked me em-
barrassing guestions regarding
the application of American
democratic ideals to the Ameri-
can Negroes, When I asked
some farmers in a village in
West Bengal how they felt
about -Ameriean assistance fo
raise the standard of living “of
people in under - developed
areas such as India, one elderly
armer veplied: “We will be-
licve in America's altruistic
motives after we see Lhe Amier-
jcan government raise the liv-
ing standard  of the Negroes
and extend to them full jus-
tice and equality.”

In June, 1948, after I gave a
talk before a group of well-to-
do business and professional
peaple in Bombay about the
then forthcoming American
elections, most of the guestions
dealt with the character of
American democracy as mani-
fested in the treatment of
American Negroes.

Many -years ago, in his
*Glimpses of World History,”
Nehru wrote: “Sometimes (in
America) there are terrible
race riots between the whites
and the Negroes Freguently in
the south there are horrible
cases . of ~lynching. ... Cazes
have occured in recent years of
Neproes being burned at the
stake by white mobs. All over
America and especially in the
Southern states the lot of the
MNegro is still wery hard. Often
whepn labor is M'FI.J'(‘.f'..it‘.tln['nnt
Negroes, in some statez in the
South, are sent to jail on some

trumped - up ‘charge, and the
conviet labor is leased out to
private contractors....This Is

bad enough, but the conditions
adcompanying it are, shocking.
So we' asee that legal freedom
does not amount to much, af-
ter all.”

Nehru's | gister Mrs. Pandit,
now Indian Ambassador to the
Unifed States, has often dem-
onstrated her sympathy Tor the
cause of the American MNegro
When Nehru was here last, he
stressed the fact that Asians,
colored peoples themselves,
supported the demands of the
American ‘Negro.

When Mrs. Edith Sampson,

as a member of the world
Town Meeling of the Air,
spoke dn New Delhi in the

summer of 1049, she was the
target of some very embarras-
sing questions from “he floor.

The audience observed that,

Kumar Goshal

when she mentioned the late
George Washington - Carver,
Jackie Robinson and others as
Negroes who have rigen  high
under American democracy,
she significantly omitted the
names of Dr. W.EB, DuBols
and Paul Robeson. The Indi-
ans remembered that the Brit-
ish government continued to
disgriminate against and ex-
plodt their colored colonials
even as they promoted a few
eolonials to highef posts and
admired a few colored-sports-
men of oulstanding” ability.
The Indians believed Lhat
penuineg democracy guarantees
te all the people full equality

in all aspects of life, and they
camn, therefore, sympathize with
and support soch demands en

the "part of the American
Negro.

The well knowpn Bombay
weekly Crossroads made  the

following front page comment:

*This iz the freedom, liberty
and equality the ruthless rulers
of America are. bringing to
Azia! They have executed seveh
Negroes—the Martinsville T—on
the trumped-up charge of
raping one white woman. AL

this very moment 30 young Ne-

proes await a fate stmilar to
the Martinsville 7. The US
Supreme Court has refused to
stop these ‘legal lynchings.' Let
us tell the  representatives of
murder-land in° this country
what ‘'we think of their beastily
civilization. Bombard jhe US.
Embassy with your protests.”
Indians, individually and in
mass meetings, have protested
against the treatment ol the
Martinzsville (Sevefl, the Tren-
ton Six, the denial of a pass-
port to Paul Robeson and the
indictment of Dr. DuBols. Both
the left and- the right wing
press have commented unfav-
orably against the denial of
civil rights to the "American
Megro. I am afraid it will be
impossible for the WVoice of
America to explain to the In-
dians fthe: legal ‘“lynching of
Willie McGee just when both
President Truman and Geg-
eral MachArthur were expres-
ing their deep sollcitude for the
colored peoples of Asia

{Continued from Page 1)
agreeing with - the emingnt
sclentist on the basic need for
peace.

In our time, Roosevelt-fought
the neo-fasvists, and today the
American people have the deep
responsibility of  reecapturing
some part of our honest demo-
eratic heritage to hand on to
those who follow. Justice Black
of the U.5. Supreme Court, in
his ringing dissenting opinion
in the-case of the eleven Com-
munist leaders, gave evidence
of thiz democratic honesty.

For if these military
profit-hungry men had
will, they would bequeath to our
children Ku Klux Klan terror
and the legal murdering of a
long - suffering people. They
would bequeath contempt,
hatred’ and destruction for the
masses, colored and
white, all over the world.

and
their

working

These modern conguerors are
the spiritual descendants of Lthe
robber Barons whe, a halfi-cen-
tury ago, under the banners of
Anglo-Saxen superiorily and
American Manifest Destiny,
took Cuba, Puerto Rico, Hawaii
and the Philippines, and a half-

century earlier robbed Mexico
of Texas.
Ii is becoming increasingly

clear that this senseless dréam
of American world deomination
will remain a dreain. The colo-
nial peoples of the world are
not interested in a new serl-
dom. They will reject all ef-
foris at American dominatllen
of their economies and their

Here’s My Story

By PAUL ROBESON

political institutions, ewven
though such domination is at-
tempied onder the benevolent
phrases which describe the
Point Four program.

85 AN AMERICAN of African

descent borm and raised in
these United States of such
horrible contradictions, I am
certain that the people of Asia,
Latin America, the West Indies
and. especially Africa, want us
to keep our Jim Crow practices
as far away from them as
possible. They say to us:

"Stop. the terror and age-long
oppression of 15 million of our
brothers and sisters over there,
and let us go our own way. We
will pick and choose our own
friends." Y

And these eolonial ° peoples
cry out.-to wus, their brothers
and sisters of African cdescent:
“Why do you come over  bhere
to harm us;why don't you root

out Jim 'Crow and Ho Klux
Elan terror in ‘the rSouth of
James  Byrnes, Talmadge -and

Rankin?"

The stronggle today is one of
pesce, mnol ANYONE.
The people will never lose their

war-with
courage and strength to shout
for peace at the top of their
voices, to fight fascist persecu-
tion and death, to labor dili-
gently évery moment to save
themselves and mankind for
the constroctive building of
new and rich cultores for Lhe
universal attaining of ° full
equality and full human dig-
nily.,

Talkin® Lthe olher day Lo a
lady who had jost got off
one of those New York sub-
way traihs. And she was fit
to be tied! Now she's a fine
lady silting next to! her
height of style and carrying
herself like she just left one
of the finishin® schools.

Well, this lady was ridin
along fine in the subway
when all of a sudden u white
lady standing next to her
gels a gleam in her eye and
says, “Pardon, but you look
like such a fine girl, T was

Just light housework. [Ive
had a number of nice girls
at my place, but now I nted
someone and yvou lopk like
just the type.”

Well! But my lady [riend
didn't lose her bearings. She
turned just as polite-like to
the other lady and said,
“¥You know, it's strange, bul
I was looking at you and
thinking. just the same
thing, I need semeone to help
me out around the house,
too, and ['was just wonder-
ing if you wouldn't be inter-

Sam Sage Says:

just wondering if vou'd lik: ]
to come and work for me®

ested. You, look  jusi the
type.” .
She was cool when she

said that, but by the time
she ‘got off the subway she
was hot as a pistol and fit-
tin' to ‘be tied. I didn't see
the white lady (of course she
zot off al another stop) bui
I reckon  she was kinda
hen.l:a-:l'un too.

Cloudland HO

(Continued from Page 1)
Truman's] integration order.
I saw a few instances of in-
tegration in housing of officers
and some in a service club in
Yokohama. Bul the pajtern of
segreeation otherwise was as
rigid as ever.”

Then;  in hushed tones, the
man ‘who has called for all-out
pbombing of the Chinese people,
stated to his hypnotized guest,
“Bolieve  me when I tell you
that any all-out war in. the
future will be disastrous to the
world . . . but a racial war would
throw us back to the Dark
Ages.. I dread the thought.”

But the MacArthur Plan for
the mass exterminalion of the
people of Asia who have thrown
off the shackles of imperialism
differs only’ in scope from:the
Truman Plan, which to date

has produced three million
Korean easualties—the bulk of
them women and children.

MaeArthur admitted to the re-
porter that “Anvone who wants
to stir up racial confusion and
sirife can always find ways and
means to do it

Where the General made his
mistake was in differing with

Issues @ bud

Truman on-the timetable. So
he was fired by Truman, who
sayvs he'll ‘ba. the one- Lo -3y
“when.”

A close study of whal came
out of thig cut-and-dried tete-
a-tete raises the gquestlom of
why the articles- were writien
in the first place. The author
confegses that “Detalls of the
incidents leading up to the May
29 jnterview cannot be revealed
at present.”

Could it be that the editors
of the newspaper, who ran the
interview “withoul comment,™
are adding their peashooters te
the General’s big guns that are
aimed at the 1952 Presidential
eleclions?

Was the series of pro-Mac-
Arthur articles suggested by
his Hepublican backers in an
attempt to cover up the courts
martial of Capi. Leon Gilbert
and 36 other Negro GI's within
two short months?

It may be considered by some
sheer audacity to confront the
General with  such questions.
tut then, the Negro people
don't have their heads 37 floors
above Park Avenue—their [eef
are solidly on the ground.

Reservations $60.00.

weekly, Must be completed
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8-DAY TRIP

A PILGRIMAGE TO ST. ANNE de BEAUPRE
and S5T. JOSEPH'S SHRINE
Montreal,
— Sponsored- by — ;
The FRIENDLY MISSION SPIRITUAL CHURCH, Inec.
BUSES LEAVYE:

134 West 12%th S5t., Friday, August 17, at
ARRIVE: Montreal, Canada, Saturday, Augusi 18, at & p.m.

TICKET: ROUND TRIP (Including Tax, Sightsecing, Hotel
ickets can be purchased on club plan
10 days
FOR RESERVATIONS CALL:

MOTHER LENA BTOEES, 134 West 1328ih St Apt 8—MO 5-2201
Captaln HUGH MULZAC, 307 West 141st St—WA 6-T703

Canada

7 pm,

in. advarice: of trip.

Those making this trip are requested to hoave dentification papers,
such ns' & birtn certificate or affldavit ::hn;;iwulg' that
are An -American Cltizen.
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Bert Williams

~ of thought and

‘The Smile That Hovered

Above Blood and Tragedy’

By YVONNE {xREh'U'RY

Believe me, I'm gettin tired of always bein ﬂm ‘dub.’

They've worked on me so faithful til I'm worn down te a nub.

You all have heard about the straw that broke the camel’'s back—
Well, a bubble added to my lead will surely make mine crack.

But BELIEVE me,

Woe unto he or she

Whao tries to case me

That bubhble!
BELIEVE ME!

The man whe made this song fameus, over three decades ago, was Bert Williams. '

Egbert Austin Williams, as he was known offstage, has been called the greatest comedian
that America has yet produced, He was a West Indian Negro, who came to the United

States im his middle 'teens, and
learned to poriray the strug-
gles, the sorrows and humor of
hizs oppressed American Negro
brothers with such love and
gkill, that he became the most
famous stage personage of his
time.

Although he was one of the
greatest figures of his lime
(1875 to 1922); although more
than 15,000 people, Negro and
white, attended his Tuneral in
5t. Philips Episcopal church in
Harlem: although more tens of
thousands sang his songs both
here and abroad during his
lifetime, Bert Williams is not
given hizs due honor today. At
least two generations of Ameri-
ea’s children have grown . up
ignorant of the contributions
of artistry and warmth that
this made made to their coun-
try's cultures

Why? I= it because Bert Wil-
liams was best known for his
work in “blackface?” Is it be=
cause his people are ashamed
of him, feel that he did injus-
tice to their struggles through
hiz performances? The record

. sa¥s no. Among the many out-

standing Negroes. who “paid
honor to Bert Williams at his
death was the world-renowned
scholar and leader In today'ss
fight for peace, Dr. W. E. B

‘DuBols. Dr." DuBois said:

“When in the calm afterday
struggle to
racial peace we look back and
pay tribule to those who helped

most, we shall single out for
the highest praise those who
made the world laugh; Beb
Cole, Ernest Hogan, George
Walker and abeve all Bert
Willinms, ¢

“For tithis was mnol more
laughing: it was the smile that
hovered above blood and trag-
edy; the light mask of happi-
ness that hid breaking hearis
and bitter souls. This is the top
of bravery; the finest thing in
gservice. May the world Jong
honor the wundying fame of
Bert Williams as a greal come-
dian, a grealt Negro, a great
nian."”

Since the “world” has ap-
peared to shoulder the memory
of the great performer into the
shadows, the “why" must have
an answer., Perhaps this state-
ment from a white contem-
porary and great admirer of
Williams' begin to indicate the
nature of the answer: ... "He
struggled for years (o oveércome
racial prejudice.”

Perhaps the fact that Wil-
liams composed the tunes and
wrote the lyrics for the major-
ity of songs and stories that
he made famous and received
practically nothing for them,
either in rovalties or outright
sales, Is also part of the an-
swer. He was part owner of a
record company ‘set up o
record his works/ and- the
record company falled.

One white writer has patron-

izingly and insultingly said
that thizs was because Williams
had no business sense. In other

. words, he was able to compose,

to earn more than $1,000 a
week for his appearances, but
it was “because he had no-busi-
ness sense” that he was unable
to pass his art down ta the
future as he wished to de.

This “simple-minded fellow
Bert Williams, who didn’t even
“know’” he was being rooked by
t.h({o big song publishing and
record® companies, had this to
say on the matter, however:

“I should have derived more
revenue from my SOngs. . . . I
think I have paid for three or
four of the pillars in the Joseph
W. Stern and Co. bullding and
I know that I put the clock n
the N. Wilmark and Sons
lower."

Willams, - the “student of
Thomas Paine, Mark Twalin,
Darwin, and Geethe, was deep-
Iy concerned with the political
happenings’ of’ his ‘'own day. A
lawyer for a movie company
interested in filming Willlams’
acts, recalls that he visited him
in his dressing room. Williams
was feeling quite sick, but he
said fo the lawyver:, "Did you
read the debate in the New
epublic  hetween James M.
Beck and Felix Franklurter on
the Mooney case?” Williams
had followed the trial and un-
just® jailing of Tom Mooney

¥

THE BERT WILU#MS thnt few knew was a keen student of
scientific ond political affairs. Here, as artist Gibbs Mason has
drawn' Williams, the fomiliar character that he created ond
who earned 31,000 @ week for him, seems to wonder how he
could have popped out of Willioms’ head.

with greal interest, as he also
kept in sharpest touch with
what was happening In the
Negro communities of the north
and_south.

It was because of this close
touch, this sharp identification
with his people, that Williams
was able to._achieve his great
stature as an artist. He dréy
from the lives gf the Negro
workers and farmers the mate-
rial for his work. Since he grew
to prominence during the pe-
riod immediately  before and
after World War I, jhe dealt
mainly with the Negro from
the Black Belt farmlands who
had eome north during the
great migration to crowd the
ghettos and to enter industry.

The best evalnation of his
work is certainly to be made
froma the [acl that Negrges
loved him. They recognized in
his songs and stories the siuff
of their own lives and they ap-
planded his use of the humor
which they had and have used

as_a mightiy weapon in their
struggles toward freedom,

Great comedian though he
was, Bert Willams might also
have been a great dramatie
actor. David Belasco, the theat-
rical producer thought so. But
Willlams felt that audiences
would net accept him, a Negro,
In serigus roles, He probably
knew what he wazs talking
about, although many of his
friends believed that the cost
to him as an artist—to deny
what he most wanted, was his
health and eventually his life.
As Heywood Broun, the late
columnist sald of Bert Wil=-
liamg: “The burnt cork has
weighed him down. . . . It
smothered what might have
been genius.”

Or as the artist himself said
in "one of his most famouns
songs, “Jonah Man" . . . “Why
am I thiz Jonah, I sure can't
understand, "but I'm a, good,
substantial, fullfledged,  real
first-class Junah man."

American Slaves Were Stolen From a Free, Happy Land

Stories for Children
By MARGO

We are going back several centuries now {o
see how our people first came to this country.
In 1619, the first large group of Freedom's peo-
ple were brought over to America as slaves.
They were stolen away from Africa, their beau-
fiful homeland, by a group of Dutch merchants
who were only interested in making money.
These merchants found that they could’ make
money by gelling human beings into alav&ry 80
that is what they did.

Sometimes they came in the dead of night
and made raids upon the African people. Some-
times they came bearing bright trinkets with
which they lured the unsuspecting people of
Africa onto the evil slave ships. And once they
had gotten them there, they tied them up in

chains and forced them to go for many days

without food or proper. clothing.
Many of these poor people sickened and died

-on the journey. Many who were the sons and

daughters of brave African chieftains, refused
to be taken captive. They threw themselves and
their children overboard and perished in the

otean rather than allow themselves to be taken
to a land of bondage.

You ecan well understand why they did this.
For after all, they lived free and happy lives in
their own ways in their native land. They were
not savages or eannibals as many bocks and
movies might lead you to believe. They were
quite intelligent people who had developed a high
form of life and culture even before the people
whom we know today as Europeans came out
of the caves. They mined gold and silver and
smelted precious metals, They carved beautiful
objects out of wood and they didn't just put
them up on the wall or the mantelpiece to look
at, they used them in their everyday living. They
made musical instruments which are cousins to
many of the instruments that we know today.
And they =zpoke proverbs to each other which
many of us could learn much from. More than
that, they spent long hours . telling wonderful
stories about the animals that lived around them

There is much more to the history of these
people than what I have told you, but this will
have to do for a start. Perhaps you will go o
the library and see what elze you can find out
about them.
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What’s the Score?

By HANK HILL-

There's a -big rhubarb golng the rounds these days. Pops up
every now and then and never seems to get settled. It goes s0me-
thing like this: “If Negro athletes, with.all the odds against them,
can come through with such bang-up performances in baseball,
track, baskelball and boxing—then they simply must be beller
than white peaple, at least in sports!”

Well, that's the issue, so let's join it.*

Let’s divide everybody between pros and cons—and vou'd
better-put en your chest protector and shin guards, 'cause these

sessions can pet mighty rough.

The pros usually begin with boxing, Who's the kingpin of the

whole shebanz?” Young Ez

Charles,

heavyyweight champ, of

course, And who's the dogical contender? None olher than a fella
named Barrow (Joseph Lonis). And the néxt in line? A pappy
of a guy called Jersey Joe Walcott. Move to the other dﬂ_'u.*-!ous
and who are the champs? Middleweight, Sugar Ray Robinson;
lightweight, youngster named Catter, colored; lightweight, Sandy

Saddler, colored too.

Then, bofore the cons ean get a word in edgewise, 1.13:: pros
end up this recitation by saying, “Where does that leave old man

swhite supremacy.’'?

The proper answer would probably be “down f_nr the coulnt
of ten.” But the pros aren't finished; fact of the business, theyve

just bezun. Let's take baseball.

Who's leading the leagues? Or runner-ups? Or mai_cin; noises
like serious conienders? The teams that have signed Negro play-
ers, of course! For instance: Dodgers—Campy, Newk, Bankhead,

Robby: Giants—Thompson,

Noble,-Irvin, Mays;

White Sox—

Minoso: Indians—Doby, Easter, Simpson. : 2
And when you get around to track you just can’t stop fhe

Larry Doby

pros. They point to the stand-
out story of the cinder paths,
Mew York's Pioneer Club. Inter-
racial, without dough but rich
in talent and tenacity, these
youths, led by the veteran
coach, Joe Yaneey, finally. beat
the wealthy NYAC for the 1951
indoor national championship.
Among Ploneer's Individual in-
door champs are: Ed Conwell,
60 yards; Hugh Maioceo, 600
yards, and Roscoe Brown, 1,060
vards. If you don't-seem: im-
pressed- the pros cpntinue by
reeling off the mames of ‘Mal
Whitfield, Herb MeIenley,
Lloyd LaBeach, Andy Stanfield;
Bob Rhoden, Dave Albritton,
Arthur Bragg—and lots more!

Al this point, somebody’s sup-
posed lo say, “How greal can
vou gel!” And somebody else
chimes in, “Just goes to show

that Negroes are beiter than
white folks—in sporis al least!™

well, s0 much for the pros.
How about the cons? Most of
them  are pretty ugly charac-
ters. They deserve a plece all by
themselves., so we'll deal with
them next time around. And
then we'll wind it up by telling
you where we stand.

| Jersey Guilty: People Win

%4 Victory in Trenton Case

By CLAUDE BLANCHETTE

We had waited 19 suspenseful hours for the all-white jury’s verdict. Some played
cards in the sherift’s room. Others sneaked into vacant courtrooms in the Mercer Coun-

ty Courthouse for a few moments of sleep on the benches, Everybody guessed and buoyed’

up hope with the most optimistic phrase that came to hand: “I don’t se¢ how they can
give any of them the chair.” “If it was up to me I'd turn all of them loose. How can you
convicet those fellows without any evidence?”

On the nights of June 13-14,
1951, six Negroes known as the
Trenton-Six, were the center ol
interest. Newsmen and photog-
raphers, from the metropolitan
press, radio and. television,
speculated on -the results: of
thelr three-year fight for free-
dom against a trumped-up
murder charge.

Another all-white jury had
convicted them three years ago.
Another white judge had sen-
tenced them to the eleciric
chair. Their heads had been
shaved some Llime laler, their
pants slit as they awaited the
executioner.

Their jailers tortured them
sadistically that night, for their
appeal had been filed and their
execution- stayed. The Clvil
Rights Congress snateched them
from the  “chair™ and won &
reversal ‘of ‘their conviction in
the Mew Jersey Supremd Court.
The six men—fve diveetly from
southern plantations, the other
a native of Trenton whose par-
ents  were Georgia-born-—pe-
CAME international | figures.
People in: every country of the
world knew their names,

Prosecutor Mario Voipe, rep-
resenting the .state of New
Jargey, had charged the men
with the robbery-killing of Wil-

lam Horner, a T2-yvoar-old
white slore. keeper: on the
morning -of Jan. 27 1848, In

court the men proved they had
béen elsewhere at: the time.
Volpe's  only answer 4to . the
men's  protestations of Ilnno-
cence  was  three police-ex-
tracted “confessions.” The pro-
secutor and the Trenton police
had gone out on a limb, They
had put witnesses on the stand
who obviously. perjured them-
selves, He made out the case to
the jury as belng “these people”
againzt “respected officlals.” It
was “possible,” WVolpe argued,
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JEAN F;JREST, l-yeur-uld daughter of Mif.inle:r Forrest, one

of the four acquitted defendants in the Trenton Six trial, is
shown presenting Paul Robeson with flowers at a June 10 concert

in Mewark, M.J1. Miss Forrest,

a student af Trenton's Junior

High School No.3, thanked the renowned artist for his leadership
in the tight for peoce, democracy and justice.

for ‘the six Negroes to have
killed Horner. Therefore, they
should die.

Undoubtedly the jury had a
tongh job: They had to give
a semblance of “justice” in
their verdict and at the same
time wuphold their “respected
officials.” Never mind the [act
that the only real evidence
presented  during the trial
pointed to the guilt of the
prosecutor and his staff. Never
mind the fact that the same

Dear Edith: Why Not Tell Our Troubles to the World?

{Continued from Page 2)

gense to assume that the sub-
ject peoples themselves know
what ig “Iln their interests.”

Madame Sun Yat-sen, who
has had much experienge In
these matters; expressed their
feeling about [reedom beauti-
fully and very simply when she
gaid the only way to make peo-
ple free Is to make them free,
and went on to say: “The only
way to learn to swim is to get
into the water; no one has ever
learned it any other way."

When Americans and other
members of the “free nations™
warn the Asian and African
peoples that they must beware
of the “new colonialism of the
Soviet Union,” they answer sen-
sibly: “First things fArst; frst
we must get rid of the old
ecolonialism of the ‘free nations,’
which we know from long and
bitter experience and have been
struggling agalnst for lo these
many yvears; when we get rid of
hat, then we'll worry about a
‘new colonialism,' if any.”

Edith, many of us were sar-
prised, embarrassed, and bitter-
ly disappointed when ou apolo-
glzed in India during the Town
Hall World Tour, for the second
class - citizenship we Negroes
suffer here in the United States,
and said: *I would rather be a
Negro in Amerlea than a citizen
in _any other land.”

Really, Edith, we just don't
believe and we hope the Indian
people do not belleve thalt you
or any ether Negro would
rather be a second class citizen
in our own country. What on
earth has citizenship in any
other land pot-to do with the
status of our citizenship here?

More recently in WVienna,
when a reporter heckled wyou
about conditions of the Negro
people in the United States,
you “delended the 5. In a
press conference, agalnst Com-
munist accusations , ... and de-
nied that the color bar iz uni-
versal and typical in the U. 8.
(N.Y. Times, May 12, 1851.)

Now Edith, this will never do.
You know, and I know, and
nearly  everyvhody everywhere
knows that the color bar is
typical and practically univers-
al-~in hese United States,
Therefore It i1z extremely con-
fusing, contradictory and dan-
gerous (or is it revealing?) for
you as a representative Negro
woman, yoursell suffering un-
der this t¥plcal-and practically
universal color bar, to dare
deny that it iz typical and
universal,

We Mepro people watch and
listen to your every public and
official act and word—anxious-
Iy and hopefully. I feel sure the
colored peoples all over the
world do likewlse. We wonder:
Will this MNegro woman truly
represent us -at  the “United
Mations, wlll she speak out for
all our hopes and dreams, will
she defend our -basic human
rights—or wil she turn out to
be just another politician?

Az our friend Prattis ex-

pressed it: “If Mrs. Sampson
should wuse the stage of the
United Nations Assembly as a
platform_, for double  talk in
which the Injustices which her
people  suffer here will be
gloszed” over, she will rue the
day appointment came Lo her.
If she follows her own best
thought., she will not do so.
Those of us who know and love
her can but hope that she will
not be overwhelmed, that she
will not permit heérself to be
flattered, and that with the
courage and skill which is
characteristic of her, she will
strike down the enemies of her
race and her country, at home
and abroad.” (Pittsburgh Cou-
rier, Sept. 2, 1850,)

We all hope, Edith, that you
will “follow wour. own . best

thought.” We watch and walt
and hope.
We are for you, Edith, if you
are for us.
Sincerely,
Essie Robeson
{(Eslanda Goode Robeson)

evidence had been presented
before and the crime of =&
“trial'"t of dnnocent men was

being committed a second Mme.r

We were walting for a verdick.

At 8:40 a.m., June 14 the jury
rendered its  verdicl: Ralph
Cooper, 26, “gwilty . . . life im-
prisonment. . . ." The same for
Collis English, 26 McKinley
Forrest, 38, “not . guilty." The
same for John McKenzie, 27,
James Thorpe, 27, and Horace
Wilson, 40,

Forrest, in the posecntor's
ease. had hit Horner the fatal
blow with a bottle.. It was too
much for the “jury to believe.
Wilson had struck: down Horn=
er’s 6G0-year-old common-law
wile Elizabeth, according to the
State. But the case was too
flimsy for the jury. The six men
had organized a conspiracy to
rob, contended the prosecutor.
But the jury smashed that con=
tention with its verdict. English
and Cooper became the Negro
sacrifices to the integrity of
white officialdom. Convicted of
a murder that didn't happen,
in a conspiracy that wasn't
organized.

The court clerk's volee trem-
bled as he read back the
verdict. Two  MNegro women
spectators fainted. The cops
who lined the ecourtroom wall
finpered their sticks. World pro=

test had been answered and
“Jersey Justice” had been up=
held.

But the wverdict proved one
thing for those who have fol-
lowed the Trenton Six case: the
people’s movement to free them
was just two-thirds adequale,
The, freed men pledeed to
remedy that in efforts going on
now io free the remaining twe
deflendants, »
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