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John Erown — “God's
Angry Man,” by W.E.B.

Here’s
My Story

! DaBeiE s bR T
» By PAUL ROBESON
) 4 Star Says NO {o Basket-
8 THE HISTORY of the Negro ball Throw .....coe0. .5 3_

people in the United States
to be measured only by the

here one is enslaved, all are in chains!”

achievements of a number of PONDE. + oy ennnrns pp. 4-5
outatanding individuals == a8 Richmond Will Never Be g
i important as are these suc- th J
: =3 & Same Again ...... p.3
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say—the history of the whole

% Ne'gll;?s: pl??s?tfjcl:y iz not individ- Fon ALL i.HE wonl‘n To SEE

nal, but ecollective in its es-
gence. It is a history of  the

= group. Our forefathers were T,
herded into the slave ships— T

- herdéd onto the Southern ;
plantations — and throughout

- the 250-or-s0 years of slavery
we were herded and oppressed
as one solid mass of humanity.
We rebelled as one' group. - and

5 with our allies, we fought our
way to Freedom as a compact
- and great family unit.
No people feels more than
r we that what one Negro does =

affects the whole people. When
I was playing football T had
always to remember—whatever

“ the provoeation—that I repre-
gented a whole people. I had to
2 play elean, and I did. Of course,
onece in a while the ambulance
4 rolled up to take off one of the

rourh boys who had called 'me
all the names in the book and
slugeed me every which wav—
= but nobody ever saw me hit
him. Of course He was gone,
o but he somehow managed to
] fall right into -my kEnee or my
s swinging elbow or fist. "Twasn't
1 my fault. And I always helped

pick him up—so tenderly.
And in my classes I had to
= stay up late to prove that Ne-
groes could also measure up in
their studies. But every Negro
boy and girl knows and s~~=pts
- these oblipations. We all know
that we have a group respon-

- sibility.

And today, by the same
measurement, until the great
majority of the Negrdo people

=Y have equal opportunities for
advancement, — until we all,

} - every one of our little boys and
| girls all over this land—have

i Tull equality In every phase of
our social life, Negro history
cannot rest with the recital of
personsl vietories, however fine.

- In fact; I found that this was
! apt to work in reverse. The
ik rulers of this land—keening

the millions of our nennle in

o near-serfdom and poverty: ex-
posing us to terror and gross
inhumanity—always point to
the. permitted achievements of

i a few of us in justification.

| For myself. I eot tired of
| gerving as an excuse for these
! cruelties to my people. T felt
i = that I and they no longer nos-
| segsed simple human  dipnity.
{Continued on Page 2)

’ The M f Martinsville
(An Editoriall -
B LIBERTY'S TORCH is dimmed for all the world to see. Cousins of North Carolina, and Willie MeGee,
- The loud-moutheds braggarts who sell the American way of life to But the challenge is not only to Negro Americans.
so-called “backward’” peoples have fed the blood-stained maw of white The murder of the innocent Men of Martinsville and the freeing
supremacy with the precious lives of seven sons of the Negro people. of the Nazi Beasts of Malmedy brings naked fascism a big step closer
Their fiendish deed is a warning and a challenge. in our land. Negroes would be its first victims, but none would escape.
It warns us that the blood-letting in Korea has driven our rulers The worker, the farmer, the professional Ei.tlt’-llﬁl'l]ﬁ“ business man
B mad. Their military campaign against the colored peoples of Asia has —the Jewish people, foreign born, and poor white Southerners—all
let loose the vilest passions of Ango-American “superiority” which would feel the brunt of a tyranny unmatched in human annals.
threaten to drown the lives and liberties of Negro Americans in a Let all who love liberty discharge a sacred debt to the dead Men
gea of blood. of Martinsville: build a people’s movement to stop the murder of inno-
It challenges us to perfect an iron-fisted, total unity of our people  cents, win security amd equality for Americans and peace for the peoples
to save the lives of the Trenton Six, the Groveland Three, the Daniels of the world.
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FREEDOM

Here’s My Story

By Paul Robeson

{Continued from Page 1)

So I stopped—to join in the mass peaples’ struggle of the
Negro and the other oppressed groups-in this nation.

Today I'll have to leave the dubious honor of being
used as excuses for the daily ulbuli;e. ami indignities to the
MNegro people—of being used . e
as fronts for the failure to
give my people basic rights of

first class citizenship — this
honor I must leave to the
Walter Whites, the Lester

Grangers, the Adam Powells.

Imagine Powell rusking the
Megro people (who ever told
him he could speak [or every-
bedy!) into a war which is
certainly not a war to all the
rest of America—the govern-
ment included—and declaring

that we will not “squawk”
even in a whisper against the attempt to Htart a war, a war

which even the brass hats themselves (MacArthur and all
of them) can't unleash,
The main reason being the power of the people, Americans
and others in this world, who want peace, nol war,

If Mr. Powell and Mr. White are so terribly anxious
to prove their patriotism, why don’t they rush over to Korea
and take the place of Lt Gilbert and his other co-fighters
who face white-supremacy frameups in a jimerow army?
Just at the time that all ever Ametica, from every group,
there is a clarion call to the Administration to get out of
Eorea, to sest the new and real China in the United MNa-

tions, to find ways for peace and trade in a world of the %

peaceful’ co-existence of many ways of life, these super-
patriots—looking for'a soft job, diplomatic and otherwise,
at the expense of the Negro group—rush in where even the
Ernest T. Weirs and Walter L':ppmnnns fear to tread.

Now, the bulk of the Negro people—the Negro worker,

the struggling Negro, the ‘aspiring but frustrated youth—
realize that at this moment we must look at history anew.
Against the background of a terror-ridden Martinsville,
Harlem or Birmingham, he sees a changing world emerge—
a free China, an India struggling to break its remaining'-
chains, a restless, militant West Indies and Latin America,
a smouldering Africa. He is beginning to understand that
the full freeing of these lands will mean a free South for
Megro and poor White labor—a free people’s America.

In the long run, the 95% or more of the laboring and
poor farming sections of our people, North and especially
South, are the powér, They ‘are.the power in the churches,
in the fraternal organizations, in the chibs—in any of the
important organs of Wegro life! 'They support the doe-
tors, the lawyers, the scientists, the artists. Take the base
away and nothing remaing. 2

Waiting eagerly to play their historic role are magni-
ficently equipped Negro' trade union leaders, powerful fig-
tires in the labor movement from coast to coast. ‘These sin-
cere, courageous men and women stand ready to accept a
tremendous responsibility. The responsibility of dedicated
leadership—together with important militant fighters of
the Negro ministry, with petentially large sections of Negro
intellectuals, who must know, or if not must learn and never
forget that we Negroes will dll go up or stay down together..

These Negro working, people know through- bitter ex-
perience in labor struggles that the true allies of the Negro'
people are the oppressed and hard-driven fellow white work-
ers in steel, coal, iron; maritime, packing, tobacco, sugar,
cotton, 'distributive trades, fur and leather, and other in-
dustries. They earnestly seek unity with foreign-born, Jew-
igh, and poor white Southern workers—beeause all are vie-
tims of the same ruling: claass fanaticism of Anglo-Saxon
superiority.

Qur paper, FREEDOM, certainly receiving invaluable
aid from the experience and knowledge of the trade union
and progressive leaders among us, must root itself in the
people of this land, especially the Negro people.. It must
address itself to the eagerly awaiting masses, must become
a fearless fighter for our full rights, for our full dignity.
It must become a voice such as does not exist in the Negro
press at this time.

If we do this we will be fulfilling in a magnificent way
our present historic tasks: the fight for peace, for liberation
of the Negro people, for the dignity of the whole American
people, for friendship with people's governments, for close

tiez with the advanes sections of the working peﬁplea. wlule-

and colored, all over the world.

for good and suffiicient reasons.

Callsd up the President Sunday
{what news, sister, what news?)
People all grieved and ready to fight
(what news, sister, whal news?)

Operator, she broke down and enied
{what news, sister, what news?)
When I told her four black men had died
(what news, sister, what news?)

]

ruight

O gzister, sigter, what can I do?
Operator said:"

@ sister, sister, I'm dyin too
Four black men are dead

Got the capital on the wire
{what news, sister, what news?)
Lives of ,three men hangin fire
(what news, sister, what news?)

[ got you Washington, D C,

(place where I was born )

Loaks like the President’s line ain't free
(Joshua, sound ydur horn)

Said, I gol time and money, too
(what news, sister; what news?)
Said, people gave me a job lo do
(what news, sister, what news?T)

I'tl try agamn, I'H try once more

Operator said

Pl try a little harder than I tried befare
Four black men are dead

Got you the Whitehouse on this line
Operator said

Looks like we MAY reach him in fime
Four black men are dead

Man in the Whitehouse yawn and sigh
Truman? he ain't here

‘0 please don't let my people die'
Truman DON'T WANT fo hear

Send President Truman a telegram

Man in thal Whitehouse say

Said, you makin me mad till T don't give a' damn
Three men may die this day

This call ain't just from me, I said
Twao thousand seni ne here

The point is, four black men are dead
We're all Wurt mad, you hear?

Long Distance to Life

By YVONNE GREGORY

Man in that Whitehouse sigh and yawn
Operator cry

Four black men already gone

Three black men may die

Stater, O sisier, what can I do
Sigter, you ain't alone

Sister, T'H call whoever YO sy
Il WORK this telephone

Call the Gavernor,
(what news, sister, whalt news?)
My people waitin, my, people vexed
{what news, sister, what news?)

call him next

Governor's phone in Richmond ring

{my husband come from there)

Virginia man won't answer his phone A
(beware, old man, beware)

Sigter, the Governor must be gone

His phone just ring and ring

sister, THEM FOUR BLACK MEN LONG GONE
Let's just. try everything

anﬁn on my commities SCream

My God, what zhall we de?

This what they do, this ain’t no dream
They rotfen, through and through

Got the Virgima State Police
Operator said

Told them off and spoke my piece
Four black men dre dead

Law say they won't take your call
CGn this cerfain case

Stgter! they tryin to Iynch you all
Lymch your peeple’s race

Monday mornin [ heard the news

Three black men went to heaven

Four died Friday, we moaned the blues
But four and three make seven

This here the point my heart sticks on:

Our government lynched the seven

That GOVERNMENT want to LYNCH us all
And zend US ALL to ‘heaven’

I want my heaven here on earth

My people want to live

In: this earned Jand that gave us barth
We'll TAKE what you won't give

The G_overnor Wasn’'t Home

VIRGINIA'S GOV. JOHN BATTLE
locked his door against the family (above)
of Francis DeSayles Grayson when they
came to ask that their father's life be
saved., In a last desperate effort te snatch
her husband and the other two remaining
Martinsville Seven from the electric chair
February 5, Mrs. Josephine Grayson toek
her five children to the Governor’s mansion
in Richmond, She was refused admission.

While the family stood cold and weary
on the steps, Francis Grayson's oldest child
and his only. davghter, Barbara, ‘soribbled
a note to Governor Battle. When she had

written her message, she pushed it threugh
the mailbox slit while her small brothers
stood on tiptoe or were held up in their
mother's arms to ring the Governer's doer-
beil.

This is the note that Governer John
Battle of the sovereign state of Virginia
refused to answer on the never-te-be-
forgotten night of February 4, 1051:

" “Mr, John Batile,

“I am the daughter of Francis Graysom
whoe will be killed Monday. I have feur bro-
thers. Mease help save my Daddy.

Barbara.”
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LONG OVERDUE: Labor I'l"'gl.%ll,‘l ed an Important wcmrjr
with the hiring of 17 Negro velerans as plate printers (325 a day)
at the Treasury Deptl.'s Eureau of Engraving. The break-through
eaps a biter, drawn-out campaign waged by progressive United
Public Workers, and Thomas Richardson, chairman of the union’s

anti-diserimination committee declared;

“Foday's victory has

Been long overdue, and would have been achieved more guickly
11 eur ceuntry had an FEPC law with real enforcement powers.”

HOW TO LEAD THE PEOPLE IN ONE EASY LESSON:

“T -do

not propose Lo make any more efforis to abolish segregation in
the armed services. I will Jeave that to the Commander in Chief,
the President. At the end of the war, if we still have segpregation,
I will raise the issue again*—Adam Clayton Powell (D.-N.X.)

HERE'S THAT MAN AGAIN:

Walter Winchell blew his top

on a Sunday night broaficast and the N¥Y Telegram devoted

precious space to a 2-yvear old fabrication
that the Belgian government warims over
seem  thit
African “witch doffors” have been stir-
ring up grievances” among the people of
witch doctors™
American
and Belgian imperialists would pever ad-
mit, of eourse, that the African workers

from time to time. It would

the Congo, and that the “
have been “itrained in Moscow.

who produce most of the world's uranium and 605 of its cobalt,
might want a decent life and an indeépendent country whether
or not the Soviet Union could lend them any help.

AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE:

A Columbus, Ga., Negro woman

Mrs. Juanila Walker, spends 30 days in jail after R. L. Hogg, while

bus driver admitted

“getting the woman on the ground and

Beating her with his fists.” Mrs. Walker claime Hogg (one g™ oo
many)} also used a blackjack. It seems Mrs, Walker was told to
move from the seat she had occupied. When she asked where she

sheuld sit, Hog(g) said:

“You're a4 smart n----- M Mrs.

Walker

walking for the deor, said, It's a shame the way my husband
and brether=are fighting in Korea and.I can't even ask a ques-

tion.” Then, the beating. '

Richmond Will Never

—. Be the Same A

By WILLIAM MANDEL

gain

Where in this country do Negro movie managers stop their shows to tell the-audi-
ence to go send telegrams and phone calls to the Governor to prevent the electrocution
of innocent Negroes? Never heard of such a place? The place is Richmond, Virginia,
and this happened last Thursday night, Feb, 1, 1951. Here are a few other things that

happened that mnight—before
midnight, that Is. What hap-
pened afier midnight is an-
other story, and comes later,

Where can a4 man go into the
lobbhy of - a Megro hote], -askK
people to phone the Governor,
with the result that one man
runs out to gel five dollars
worth of nickels, anﬂl.]m[_n?':uis
off telephone numbers to be
called, a third of the people
line up to make the calls, and
the hotel keeper brings out a
free lunch for the man who
started the whole thing? An-
swer: ‘Richmond, Va.

Where can a couple of young
fellows about 20 years old, one
Negrg and one white, go to a
huge city-owned segregated
danee hall with a white man-
ager and a white woman band
leader, and get them to stop
the music every half hour te
ask that that-same phone-eall
be made? Richmond, Va

Decide Death Vigil

But that was just the begin-
ning. When these happenings

LETFER COLUMN

GET IT OFF YOUR

CHEST

The Light of Fruth
Pear Editer:

In these times of struggle
and turmeil, in the attempt to
make this world a better place
4o live in, it is very good to see
the addition of a new proeres-
sive paper to help to shed the
light of truth. I hepe that you
will centribute your. share to
kbring aboul 2 more just world.
Best wishes for suceess,

Lew Lewis
New ¥York, N. ¥.
L] L] L]
€ourage, Vision Needed
Eear Editor:
I am writing to offer my most
singere good wishes and the
future success of your newspa-
per. Here in the South we need
a volce of this natore. I am
a writer, and have sincerely
prayed that the time would
arrive when I could express my
innermost (and my readers’)
desires*liberally. I am in the
South and know the condi-
tions. We need men of ecourage,
vision, and above all those who
are mot afraid to speak up.
Your paper can give me that
chanee and thousands of other
eitizens who ofherwise would
be lost and misled.
David M. Weoods, Jr.
Roanoke, Virginia
L] L L]

Likes Caravan

Pear Editor:

I have become very interested
in the "Cultural Caravan" by
Walter Christmas. I would ap-
preciate your efforts in helping
me get in contact with the
Committee for the Negro in: the
Arts 3o that T might obtain a
copy of the play, “Just a Little
Bimple™ I want to find out
variens ways T ean heln to

fachieve full equality for Negro

artistie talent.
sear B, Serenson

~ _Hartford, Cran.

Raobeson Column Wonderful
Dear Editor:

I have just read the paper
and am wvery excited about it
It seems to me to have just
about everything. The tone is
right, the eantent, the makeup.
¥eu are fo be congratulated.

Paul Robeson's column was
really wonderfal
Richard Boyer
New Yeork, N.'X
[ ] L] L]
Labor's Best Wishes
Dear Editer:
Best wishes to the gpreat
paper you have staried, which

we know you will centinue to
CATTY' On.
Hugh Brysemn, Pres.
Marine Cooks & Stewards
San Franciseo, Cal

L -

Enjoying Rla! lmr
Dear Editor: b
Today it was my pleasure to
buy and reas the January issue
of Freedom. A real treat, T will
gladly do what I am able te in-
troduee Freedom (o my friends.
Do net expect too mich as I
happen to be a former New
Yorker, now & retired Indepen-
dent bond breker, enjoying my
81st year of age. The best of
good luck to weu. !
Lewis Allen DeViney
Los Angeles, Calif,

Truman Fguals Trouble

Dear Editor:

Will mail you a dollar as we
will be tickled to death to get
your paper. Since Trumanism
we have had nething but
trouble: first loyalty oaths, now
high prices and all our boys
o be slaughtered in Europe. We
will look for your paper to tell
the truth. ;

Blanche Brewer
Feriland, Oregon

Freedom—Period!
Dear Editor:

I like to hear a voice like
¥ours sing out. This is the ey
which, by the grace of the
Oregonian, an independent Re-
publican newspaper, defeated a
civil rights ordimance last fall
Yes, it's in the United States,
same as you are, Yours fer
Freedom! Period.

Harley Pheips
Pwmand Oregon
e
Now Is Time To Flght
Dear Editor:

As a while Southerner living
in an intelerant and regimen-
ted section of the country I
welcome ' the establishment of
a paper dedicated to fighting
for the rights of eur celored
citiizens. T speni feur years in
the armed forces during World
War ¥ and I can assure you
that at no time during these
years . ... did I encounter one
moment where Negre soldiers
served as first-elass citizens
with full equality.

I de not agree with Rep, A. €.
FPowell that this is me time to
fight for equality. of cilizen-

ship.
The time to fight iz NOW.,
J. C. Rogers
Alexandria, Virginia
- L] L]

Madheuse For Warmongers
Dear Editor:

Can you print the address of
that FPeace Soclely promoted
by the Warsaw' Peaee Congress?
I am pleased to hear of that
Peace Congeess, I assert that a
war-menger is criminally in-
sane, as I have advocated since
Werld War 1. War-mongers
should be puf in a mad house
il ecured. FPleasze find one dol-
lar enclosed for: omen year sub
to Freedom.

C. Y. Miller
Delia, Hansas

-om - four

WALKING BEFORE THE WHITE HOUSE ofter last-minute at-
tempt to see President Truman failed, Mrs. Josephine Graoyson,
heroic wife of one of the Murnnswlie martyrs, bows her head
in grief, =

were reported, at midnight, to

‘a general meeting of the Vir-

ginia Committee to Save the
Martinsville Seven, consisting
of Megroes and whites, plus the
thirty of us who stayed in
Richmond after the main dele-
galion of 500 weni home, we
realized that something new
was happening. We suggested
that, if the executioner’s hand
on the switch were to be stayed,

something whpuld  have to be /

dene in the remaining eight
hours that the first four men
had-to live.

The reports we had just
heard proved that the pedopie
were ready to act. It was pro-
posed that we have a mass
death watch vigll in the Cadpital
Sguare at 6 a.m., even'though
the police had granted permis-
sion for only four people at a
time, Some of the other white
delegates didn't think we'd get
ANy response, rousing people in
the middle of the night. T asked
that we guide ourselves by the
opinions of the Richmond Ne-
grees present, and the Commit-
tee agreed to that procedure,

The Richmond Negroes
Ilpoked. at each other—a drog
store clerk whe ‘headed the
Committee, econfident -and
brave: a young repair parage
ewner and his mother-who runs
o driving sehool: a gray-headed
Elder of a small church; two
youths who had just come by
three very young women in and
just out of, college. They said:
“Sure, the . people will come
onl.”

At 2 am. eur people started
making up lisiz of nameszs In
an hour they had scattered Lo
every possible phone booth, and
there: werent many. By 6:30
o, there were a hundred peo-
ple in the: Capitol Square, and
a Negre restaurant owner had
made up huge jugs of coffee.
frucked them down and gave
them eut, for the temperature
was 15°.

How many cities are there in
the United States where 100
people can pe-gotten to a dem-
oenstration, ar even a meeting,
heours notice. at the
best time of day? But this was

not any city. It was Richmond
It was not any kind of people,
but Southerny Negroes plus a
few whites from North and
South. It was not the best time
of day, but the hours frem 2

o, to T aam.

Memorial Frocession

From that poin. on, we knew
the people Wwere ready to do
anything within reason. So
nobody was surprised when we
distributed a leaflet on Sunday
at 1.p.m., for a memerial meet-
ing to be held two hours later,
and %00 people showed up at
the "~ church with that shork
netice, And when Father Clar-
ence Parker of Chicago, a whita
Frotestant . Episcopal clergy-
man, offered- the Commitiee's
suggsiion that the whele meet-
ing parade half a mile through
downtown Richmond and lay
wreaths in front of the State
Capitol buflding in memory of
the mariyrs of Martinsville, it
seemed Lhe most natural thing
in the world. Nor did we think
we were dreaming when the
traffic stopped—white Sunday
traffic” on the main avenue—
and let. this procession, with
whites mixed through the mass
of Negroes, proceed unhindered,

Afler prayers were said over
the "wreaths and the great
Martinsville Tree was dedica-
ted, a Negro serpeant standing
next to me said to the private
on his other side: ™I think H
go -home to write sgme notes
and report this to the men ak
camp.” Those were his very
words,

“We Have Friends®

Late that night, in the final
watch. before the last three
were executed: a  different
church and its pastor held the,
vigil each hour. Rev. Ransom
and his flock were taking their
first organized part in thé
movenient. When they first ar-
rived, the eclergyman seemed
very reserved and-cautious. Bat,
before he left, he sald:

“We may lose this fight but
a lot of people are learning
what' thé ' people can do wh&n
they are aroused™ :

. And it seemed te me that I
could zep Freedom rising with
the dawn.
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Baptist Pastor Says:
Asians Fight Slavery

Lg\TEST demand for peace

to come from a leading Negro
minister was voiced by Marshall Shephard,

pastor of

Philadelphia’s Mt. Olivet Baptist Church and Democratic Re-
cntdcr of Deeds in Washington, D. €. Rev. Shephard, address-
mg the regular Monday Morning Conference of E.iptns.t Min-

isters of Philadelphia - and wi-
cinity, told *his fellow pastors
late Iast month:

“Necessity is laid wpon us
prophets to tell the truth and
I have made up my mind that
I'm not going to lie any more
to white folks or colored [olks.

_The people are looking up to
us. , , . Their homes are being
raided for war. Their tax is
being increased and they hear
that there are wars and -
mors of wars and threatenings
on every side.”

Rev., Bhephard pointed out
that peace was thredtened in
the world because:

“Malaya, Indonesia, Buormw
and all those sections of the
near-East and far Easf, have
been struggling for their lib-

ertics; struggling for their
freedom; trying to pet just
something to eat and some

place to sleep and rear their

children. And England and

France and America have kept

their heels on their backs,

« « The President says this
is a trinl; that this is"a war
of survival. They . say that
western eivilization is at stake.
They don’t know what is like-
Iy to happen, THEY don't
Enow,

“Well, I don't know either.

. But I'm not disturbed that
western . civilization may  go
down, There's a whole lot in
this civilization that's gol no
right to live, All these mon-
sirous things called western
civilization were built ap when

men robbed Africa, raped Im-

dia angd exploited China to

huild up this thing.™

A month before Rey. Shep-
hard spoke in Philadelphia;, 24
bishops of the. largest MNeégro
churdh denominations met in
Cleveland to form the National
Council of Churches of Christ ih
the: U. 8. The bishops.joined in
denunciation of A-bomb use and
*get-tough”™ policy. Typical were
these statements from:

Dr. T. 8. Harten of Brooklyn,
vice-president, Natlonal Baptist
Convention: “There is.nb excuse
for the use of any such ‘disboli-
cal and inhuman instrument of
death. , . .)”; and

Leaders V

Mv_m

'Mr. President,}
| Want Peace’

Talk With Stalin
Cheaper Than War

(Headline
Ollie Stewart,
ent of Baltimore Afro-American.)

from  column by
FParis f'-u:-'rrspu.l-::!u

The anxious months -since
‘Korea' became the main tople
of conversation among America's
peopls, have produced & growing
body of ‘on the record' anti-war
statements from outstanding Ne-
Eroes.

*In July, 1950, when the Ko-
rean' conflict was bazrely a

Dr.. - Harry. V. Richardson, -
president, Dammon  Séminary
and Director, Rural Ministerial
Training, Program, Homeé Mis=
stons Council: *. . it cannot be
excused."” }

In. Cleveland, too, Dr. Oliver
B. Quick, pastor of the city's
largest church, Corey Methodist,
asserted:

“The use of the atomic bomb
in feivilized warfare' is a scan-
dal of enlightened nations.”
Three hundred and séventy-

“one religious, labor, youth, busi-
negs, education, womens and

“fraternal organizations signed a

call to a Mid-Century, Confer-
ence for Peésce held in Chicago,
May “20-30, 1950. Issued by
Bishop W. J. Walls, Bishop of
the Second Episcopal District,
AME Zion Church, the call read
in part:
o

+ +.» Dur, people’s "battle for
full freedom is today the test
of our eountry’s reputation.

- We Enow that the Ameri-
can people’s insistent demand
for peace in the world today
is in harmony with our de-
mand for freedom. . . . Our
people ean raise a Hallelujah

Chorus. for FPeace., which our

GOVERNMENT CAN AND

MUST HEED."

Soon after the Chicago Mid-
Century Conference “wis  held,
300 delegates representing 50,000
Negro Baptisfs from eight states
met  in Washington, D.C., and
passed a resolution which in-
cluded suppott ‘of the Interna-
tional’ Hed Cross call to outlaw
the A- and H-bombs as well as
a demand  that nations settle
all problems by peaceful nego-
tiation.~ The ‘opening words ‘of
this rTesolution, which seem to
embaody  the spirit of all min-
isters and church people,  Te-
gardless of denomination, who
are today speaking and acting
Jfor peace, declare:

oAl that we have heard
at this 76th anpual session of
the New England Baptlist Mis-
sionary Convention CAN HAVE

MEANING ONLY INSOFAR AS

WE WORK AND STRUGGLE

SACTIVELY TO REING FEACE

ON EARTH.

+-|l|-

month old, 375 prominent Negro
citizens .signed a statement
drawn . 'up by world Tamous
scholar W. E. B. DuBois, titled
A Protest and a Plea. Those

.. signing the ‘Protest’ which con- .

tained this essential thoupght:

“We stand for peace, We he-
lieve that the time is past for
sefttling the grave social and
political problems of the world
by foree.” ... included:

Ralph Matthews, former edi-
tor Afro-American; Carlton

Moss, producer of motion plc-
ture, 'The Negro Soldier'; Ar-
mand V. Bouttee, Sr., Pres,

Negro- Business League of New
Orleans; Bizhop W. A. Fountain,
AME  Church, Atlanta; FProf. E
Franklin Frazer, Howard Univers
sity; Mis. Mary C. Terrell, Nat’l
Aszsn. of ‘Colored Women; Mrs.
Clarie C.. Harvey, Nat'l Coun.
Negro Women, Miss.; Florence

TRY as they miay, the war-minded

pnilumsms and the commercial press
of the country caf®t stifle the popular
demand for peace which grows louder
and louder every day in all-paris of
Lhe country.

Worried Americans from all walks of
life are speaking out as never before.
Here are a few examples seleéfed from
the Negred press. They vary in form—
some letters to the editor, others opin-
ions of columnists, others streel inter=-
views, others editorials. But they have
one thing In common—the insistent cry
for peace and fréeedom now:

“Peace in Texas i5 a malin issue. . .
The Negro women in Texas are con-
scious of this fact. .. I am a domestic
worker. T have to get up at five in the
morning so that I am at work to pre-
pare and: serve breakfast (in bed) ‘at
Tr30—and-at-4 pom. I bepin winding up
my doy.-For this I Tecelve $4.25 (25
cents iz for carfare) and I have to walk
a mile after I get off the bus to my
home. % . I'have two chlldren to keep
clean and to prepare food for-and send
to school, . . We are bepinning a large
maobilization of Negro wonmen to get
the peace petition signed. We plan to
make history here. We will work un-
tiringly for peace here. Our mothers of
the abolitionist movement had less, and
look where we are today. I would mean
war and the complete end of the
movement foward full freedom.” Mrs.
Willie Mae Phillips, Houston, Texas.

“We canmot have peace nor can we
gave the world with atom bombs, guns
and 3,500,000 men in arms, We are go-
ing to have to respect men of races
other than our own; we are going to
have to respect peoples with forms of
governmment: afld beliefs and faiths
other than our own before we can ex-
pect & true and lasting peace. And .we
cannot wait until all hell breaks loose,
either. Clvde 0. Jaekson, cily editor,
Arkansas State Press, Little Rock.

L

“Mrs, Berenice Walkins of 1138 E. 88
Pl and a group of her women friends
v+ - put in a person-to-person call to
President Truman to tell ‘him to ‘pet
the ‘boys out of Korea' and not to use
the atom. bomb ander any circumstan-
ces. . .. We asked Mrs. Watkins what

Nationwide :Dema

. and she made us acquainted with a
similar ' campaign in World War T,
against -the uwse of the gas bomb. Gas
was protested as ‘too horrible a weapon
to be used, she sald, and the protests
caused it to be abandoned. . .."” Los-An=
geles Tribune, Editorial What-Not by
Almena Lomax,

®
“I recently -attended the Second “What did peswl
World Peace Conference in Warsaw, new  year?" &H

Poland, as an observer. There I found
more than 3000 men and women rep-
resenting many millions of people in
80 different countries earnestly begring
for 'peace. They came from Korea,

confidence she placed in such means

Africa, Indones
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Murray, ed., 'Negro Handbook;
Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown,
FPalmer-Inst. N. C.

Later in 18560, Dr. Mordecai
Johngon, Pres., Howard Univer-
sity, made an historle address
to delegates at the CIO Conven-
tion in Chicago, Dr. Johnson
gald: *I believe that there is a
pathway open to peace.” and he
posed two gquestions to the ‘con-
veéntion, which he 'believed were
included in the overall solution
of world ‘pedce. They were, in
e3Zence:

“Do you intend to_. .. do away
with the colonial system and set
the people of Asia and Africa
economically and politically
free and to deliver them from
the segregation and . . . humili-
ation which your European al-
Lies have thrust upon them for
hundreds of years?; “Or do you
intend  to.. .. dominate and

oice Demand for Peace

control the earth and te con-

tinue the sobordination , . .

through ~ which your leaders

have led the world through the

Iast hundred years?”

In  -December, 1950, WLLIL-E['
White, exec. sec'y, NAACP, told
delegates to the Znd annual con-
verition of the Intl Union of
Electrical Workers (CIO) in Mil-
waukee that the war in Asla was,
among other things a desperate
struggle befween “those who
have been robbed and scorned
because of color and place of
birth and those who have done
the robbing.™

In December, 1950, too, Editor
W. 0. Walker of the influential
Yleveland Call and Post lashed
out: asainst Republican Gen
MacArthur and Dem. President
Truman for their bi-partizan
war policles. Mr, Walker. 'a lead-
Ing Renublicon ‘and former city
councilman sald:

eedure in Korea is wrong” and .3

“I feel that every Ameriean
soldier thai has béen killed inS
Korea has died in wain.” The
Cleveland editor said further
that he felt “the whole pro-.

that “American soldiers shounld 3 Goins
not be there in the first place.” ?th'
o tatic
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What Are You ¥ hf;

Doing for Péace?

i Here

With this issue, FREEDOM | % Ftu:
begins an intensive coverage || @ the
of the demands of PEACE and | - g Hu:
I["HICEUU:'I-] which are growing "]
in number and intensity in |- -

every Negro community in the
nation,

We want to help make this
demand effective enough to] =
stop the drive toward World
War HI and the inereasing
'I-'.iﬂ!ﬂtil:ll'.l.!-i of our democratic
righis, e

You can help by letting]
FREEDOM know what's hap-
pening on the peace front in
your community.
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donegis, Endia, China and
ilal emmbries. After’ attend-
ferenee,; d have come to zee
ly than:ever that the fight
crimymgtion and the fight for
carn gily be won under con-
neacel Therese L. Robinson,
rectress - of  Civil Liberties,
The (Alro American,
P e

id wemwiai most for in the
" the Louisville Defender
readert @ six  questioned,
*EACE,

lyn Garter, secretary: “Not
- geeldipeace in the sense of
ppogietgswar, but . . . the

her

Mightcap:

~ jag Russia!
} "J_ The Ruassian

"Here are seven facts explain-
£z "Russia which I got by read-
fgg the last seven books explain-

economic

for Peace
egro Press

incentive to dwell together with our
neighbors in complete harmony.”

Maceo Grigsby, postal clerk: © | to
dwell together in harmony with our
neighbors is the only way we can erase
fear and hatred from the world.”

Mrs.- Eliza Wilson, office clerk: “This
saciifice of our best manpower iz a
thing to be dreaded. . . .

Harold Smith, student and deaftee:
Y. .. pray for the end of war. . ..."

William Smith, properiy and supply
clerk: “Prayers for peace, yes, but a bit
of conseious effort. . | "

Mrs. Lois Taylor, clerk: "My wish is
for world peace and egual opportunities
for ‘all minority groups.’

“"Now . .. Mr. Truman, as Command-
er-in-Chief, is still burning down towns
by the hundreds, his jellied gasoline
bombs have burned alive thousands of
people, not to mention the thowsands
of American boys who have lost their
lives In the little country of Korea—a
country about the size of Florida, with
30 million people.” B. J. in the Cali-
fornia Eagle.

L

“No Negro who has done any think-
ing would desire to go overseas and kill
people;, who, like himseif, have been
exploited for centuries, Even if it were
possible for a Negro to recelve a medal
of honor for his part in the slaughters,
old man ‘James Crow’ would be walting
to slap him in the face at the instant
he set.foot on the ‘land of the free and
the brave.! . . . Therefore I say-that
our biggest fight ls within this coun-
try. . .. We cannot afford to stop fight-
ing on internal justice to join the hue
and ery of “Communist aggression.” We
should re-emphasize the fdet that our
definite goal is uneguivocal egualiky.
Until that goal is reached, we cannot
afford to abandon one ounce of our
pressure to join the ery of colony hold-
ing nations and professional propagan-
dists. Indeed, ‘the fight that we are
waging and the one being waged by
eclonial lands should be: carried on in
direct relationships. . . . Democracy be-
gins at home and spreads abroad. Kill-
ing people against whom we have no
ill feeling seems to me a bad way to
galn it." Koy €. Wrighi, Boston, Mass,,
in the Pittsburgh Courier.

“Is There Another
-~ ExXpert in the House?

nld - Going the rounds and causing
e osiey a chuckle at the UN is-a
Iguotation from “Mather's Night-
F@p" a4 column appearing in the
: mﬁouvcr Sun. According to the

jumps ahead of anybody else.

“4,, Russin  js such a podless
country that drunkenness is at
a minimum, - prostitution is nil
and the papers wouldn't know
a seX story if they saw one

“5. Under the stifling  con-
fines of Communism, the Rus-
glan people have o little in-
terest  in culture thaf every
fown has an opera and a sym-
phony orchestra.

= LR =

"'gﬁstem J& g0 inefficient that in
dhe last few wyears Russia has
specome  the most formidable

g #oxer in the world.

y “2, The bureaucrats who run
< Rumssia have crippled industry to

fuch an extent that Russia has
comase astounding  industrial

ProOEress,

493, The ‘men- In - charge of

yRussian forelgn policy are so
~atupidly ignorant of world con-

fitions that they are alwdys two

w
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“6. Under the Bolshevik bu-
reaucracy chaotic condltions
have laid waste the country, re-
sulting in such widespread fa-
mine and other disasters that
the population has increased by
leaps and bounds.

“7. The poor Soviet worker
has been so exploited that he
hazs now  little left except se-
curity from the cradle to the
grave.

Soviel and American Nggro women leaders pledge joint efforis for peace on the oecasion of the re-
cent visit of American péace delegates to ‘Moscow. Pictured, left to right, are: Lidia Petrova, execu-
tive secretary, Soviet Women's Anli-Fascist Commiltee; Theresa Robinson, head of women's civil
liberties depariment, IBPOEW:; Mollie Lucas, Chicago, United Office & Professional Workers: Laura
l,eal-c_. Woreester, Mass, church leader; Zinaida Gagarina, vice-chairman, Soviet Women's Anti-
Fascist Committee; Pauline Taylor, Youngstown, Ohio, Shiloh Baptist Church and Ameriean Women
for Peace; Katerina Shevelyova, editor, English edition of Soviet Woman; Yolanda Hall, Chicaga, Il

1 Love All Humanity,  Howard Says;
Midwest Leader Defends Position

One of the hottest cenfers of the Greal Debate
on American Foreign Policy is Des Moines, Jowa.
city
lengthy editorials, feature articles, nows stories and
[etters—all stimulated by Chatles P. Howard's re-

Papérs in, thik wmid-ieestern

Mr.

hove ecarried Party

port on his trip to the recent World Peace Congress

in Warsaw and his visit to the Soviet Union.
Howard,
spokesman
below guestions pesed to him by a critic in the
pages of the Des Moines Tribune.

entinent attorney, Progreéssive
and fraternal leader, answers

When I travel thousands of miles away to join hands and minds with the partisans
of peace from B0 other pations to try to do something about peace in this heart-sick,
war-torn world, T regret to come back and have you pay-no attention to the common

man's craving for peace or the
plight of our country.  Instead,
you make me spend all my time
arguing - about Russia or deny-
ing I'm a Communist,

You say: “Why stay in
America  if FRussia looks bet-
tec?”

If you will read my entire in-
terview, nowhere will-you find
where I ever hinted that Russia
looks better than America. T-live
in this country because it is
my home and I know no other
country. I remain here because
through three wars my. parents,
my children and I, have earned
the right to live here. My roots
are emplanted here, Regardless
of their color, I love the people
who inhabit thiz area.

These are some of the reasons
why, 'Mr., in answer to your $64
question, I remain in this couns=
try instead of going to.Russia,
&  country  foreign ' to me and
inwhich I have no rools.

¥You ask me: “How many
Russian Negro delegates were
th~re at the Peace Congress?"”
Bov, that's a pood one! They

tell me there were 100 or more
Ruszian delegates at the Con=
gress. I never pald enough at-
tention to the Rusisan delega-
tion to tell whether there were
any what wyou eall “Negroes' in
the delegation or not. You see,
after 1-left the shores of the
United States and had the Eng-
lish Channel at my back; after
I arrived in the area you call
“behind the Iron Curtaln,” dog-
gone it, I forgot all about color
until my mind rambled back to
the 1.8, A.

You say further: “Some-
where along the line either he
has been embittered or we, the
people, have been living in a
cave of darkness."

Now, T declare I don't know
what you-are shootlng at there:
what am I misinformed about?

You surely dont mean that
I'm misinformed about the mis-

v Ameriea.

treatment of the Negro in
You'r: not teying to
s5ay were not segregated, dis-
criminated against, lynched
without Trecourse,
trials, exploited, underpaid, - de-
nied egual accommodations, un=
derpriviieged!

I'm falking about the Negro
in Ampricd generally. 'T'm'talk+
ing aboub - America’s national
policy. Oh, T'll admit that 'z
handful of us manage to enjoy
a smattering of citizenship priv-
ilges, but that’s only sectionals
Iy and in startlingly - few eases.
80 when ' you say T'm <“misin-
formed, " you're - confusing me
with  voursalf, :

And the amazing thing is, 'm
not embittered. I know it's im-
possible for a person like you
to understand how a MNegro can
experience what' he does from

day to day and not be embit-
tered. - Perhaps. therein. lies our .

core of survival,

And -this' mistreatment of the
Megro people is no. “cave of
darkness."” Your eyes are wide
open,

CHARLES . HOWARD

denied. fair

You ask me: “What do I
mean by saying that Negroes
are made. scapegonis?”

One of the things I dislike

most about the American sys-
tem iz the abominable segrepa-
tion in the Army. I know the
system beecause I went through
& war under it. -All too often,

“white officers placed over Wegro

troops. have only the qualifica-
tion that 'thew are southern
born and “kndow how to handle
Nn———5" "They drive us into
purely suicidal missions so as
:to create an opportunity to de-
clare us cowards. I'm not talk-
ing about what I heard. I'm
talking about:what I saw and
almost started to. commit mur-
der about! Those conditions not
only existed in World Wars I
and_TII, but they exist in the
present Korean conflict,

Now you say: “Mr, Howard
aays he'snota Communist. I
hope he meéans it and can
demonstrate that he is not.”

You know, Mr., one of the.
things some Americans do best
;s nameg caling. It doesn't help
in the solution of this great
problem to call me names. All
I can say to you sir, is that T'm
not & Communist. But I deplore
the national tendency to deprive
Communists of thelr Constitu-
tional rights, because while they
may be scapegoals today, the
dragnet wil include other non-
Communist dissenters tomorrow.

Since the great problems of
our times are peace: what shall
we do about the evils of colonial=
ism; how shall we handle the
problems of different peoples
and cultures harmonizing them-
selves on the earth, e’ Don't

call me names, Mister. Help me
to think,
I' love all humanity: white,

black, brown and yeHow. T am
8 defender of peace. Where do
you stand?
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News of Colored Peoples in Other Lands

Korean Women Accuse "Aerial Pirates'

The brutal war against the
Korean people-crawls into' its
eighth bloody month. As War-
yen  Austin, representing the
United States government in
the United Nations, continues
to block every effort of the
peoples of the world toward a
peaceful gettlement, the Union
of Democratic Women of Ko-

rea sends a passionate message -

from the war torn country to
all the women of the world.
The message is both an unan-
swerable charge against the
American warmakers and &
mirhty demand for peace,

Korea's suffering women- call
out to the women of the world:

“The Ameriean ftervention
has caunsed our people unheard-
of sufferings. The carefully
tilled fields lie unharvesietl. . .
Our houses and villages, where
once we. led a free dnd” happy
e, have been
into. ruins. "

#  But it 15 not enky the
towngs and villages -thal- have
peen destroyed; the'bs rhneiams
dron their incendiary bombs
and flaming liguid even in
snarsely populated places: . . .
Hardly a human shadow can he
fournd in (he streets

No Longer on Map

# .. Koren can no longer be
studied en the maps and in the
books which depicted and de-
seribed our country six months
ago. . . . Only the mounitain
ranges and the rlver beds re-
main ferever: but sa 2~ the
unshakeable will of the Korean
people 1o fight for its. libevty
and independence.

# . Ever since the defeat
and withdrawal of the army of
Syngman Rhee—who lannched
the attack apgainst North He-
red—and since the  successive
defeats inflicted on the Ameri=
ean interventionist troops,.the
American alrforces have  car-
rled eut even fhore barbarie
actions” The Ameriean aerial
pirates now devote themselves
solely to murder and destroe-
tiom: they committed  their
first erbme In the savage bem-
bardment of the . -~ -resort
town of Wonsang, where they
destroyed the rest homes, the

provincial theatre, and the
bovs’ and girls’ =econdary
school, and where they ma-

chine-punned the neople in the
erowded market place.

Morality of Beast

# . . The morality of the
American imperialists 15 not
. the morzlity of human beings.
Fate what is honest: steal
what is precious; trample upon
what is beauliful; ecrush what
just; demolish what is de-

transformed .

For The "Chosen

William Allem White said
in the Emporia Gazette of
Mareh 20, 1839:; “Only An-
glo-Saxens can EO0VETrD
themselves. The Cubans will
need a despolic government
for many years—to reslrain
anarchy until Cuba s filled
with Yankees. 'It iz the
Anglo-Saxen manifest des-

eonguercr. He will take pos-

for the chosen people.”

tiny te go forth as a would |

session of the islands' of the'§
sea—this 15 what "fate holds

NEW YORK WORLD-TELEGRAM AND SUN.}

business, HI nonchalant

KOREAN €AB: A South Hoream, recognlzing the possibiliics In
ihe A-frame back pack carriers in uwse in Kores, goes Into the taxi
in m British soldler,

MANIFEST DESTINY: The British soldier above demonstrates the
practical epplication of what William® Allen White celled the
*Angla-Soxon manifest destiny to ge forth es o world conquerer.”
The picture, token from the M. Y. World-Telegram, is one of thou-
sends fed to the American people daily to stimulate the vain “mas-
ter race” notions which are part of the war drive against the Asion
peoples. The Werld-Telly should remember o mon named Hitler.

femseless: These are the ideals
af Ameriean imperialism. These
are. its tasks.

“Tt was when we reached the
highest mountain pass that we
saw the most terrible seenes ...
We were convineed that' this
was the work not of the hand
of man: but rather the claws
of ‘a beast iﬂ_humanhfofm.

# - We saw a baby, who
with tiny hands grasped the
breast of his dead mether. . . .
This cliild was the only human
betng left alive out of T00 ef
gnr brothers and sisters shot
by the Ameriean monsters on
the mountain of Chupkhennen.
ot far from there. in the val-
ley on Enden, we came upon
a place where the Americans
had shot 208 young schoel girls.

200 Pairs of Shoes

*In a pine forest, on the
Banks of 2 little stream, were
spread in disorder the bathing
shoes worn. by the children
during their - physical culture
period. The bodies of the young
girls were taken away after
they had been murdered, but
their shoes remained behind
geattered onm the grass.

# .. The air is filled with the
groans and eurses of our sis-
ters vielated by the Americans
angd their Xerean mercenaries.
Many of eur sisters ceould net
bear the shames inflicted en
them. Such was their hatred
of the enemy that ther ~qm-
mitted sulcide.

At ‘Dear mothers, wives
and sisters, why de we tell you
af our misfarfunes and sadness,
which may eatise hurt and suf-
fering in yeur hearis?

“« . Women of the whole

world . . . you whe love Viheriy

and .peace, we express Lo yeu
eur profound gratitude for
your friendship and for yeur
support to éur people in our
sitrupgle against American ag-
gressiem We are sure that In
the future you will extend your
aid te us even maore effectively,
and that you will conlinue to
support our people in its fight
for liberty and justiee. for
peaee, and against the fomen-
ters of 4 new war"

Well, You Heard
What the Man Said!

On January 9, 1900, U. &
Senator Albert J. Beveridge
of Indiana rose (o say: "“ME
President, God has not been
preparing theEnglish speak-
ing and Teutonic peoples for
1000 years for pething but
vain and- ldle self-contem-
plation and szelf-admiration,
Mo, He has made us the
master ' organizer of the
world to establish system
where' chaos relgns, He has
made us adept in govern-
ment  among savage and
semnile, peoples. He has
marked the American peo-
ple as His chosen nation o
finally lead in the regenera-
tien of the world. This is the
divine mission of America.
We will not abandon our op-
portunity in the Orient. We
will not renounece our part
in the mission of our race,
frustee under God of the
ciyilization of the world.”

AFRICA - ASIA - CARIBBEANS - LATIN AMERICA

Cdlypsa Songs Use Biting Satire
Teo Criticize Celonial Rule

#
“Would you like to know what is Calypso?

¥t was sung by the Creoles years ago.
Et was danced o the African drums in a bamboo tent
And sung in patois for amusement,

MNow it is played in {one

On a gramophene.”

&

= from song by the Lord Executor

“Ixotic! “Charmink!” “Delightfully primitive!” “Full
of native simplicity ! “Se colorful!”

Patrenizing phrases like these have been used by
white supremacists to describe the calypso musie of the
people of Trinidad ever since “they discovered’’ it.

Trinidad, a British-ruled island
slx miles off the coast of Vene-
guela, has been the meeting
ground for many nDationali-
ties: African, French, Chinese,
&panish, Carib, and East In-
dian. So, today's Trinidadian
people draw upon the combined
wealth of many cuitures.

Calypso sengs are distin-
quished for their sharp satire
and pin-point humor. Calypso
simgers are distinguished by
the Imaginative names they
ehoose for themselves and for
their great ability to improvise
songs ab a mere suggestion ‘.’f
a subject. This art of improvi-
gation Teguires split second
timing, vivid imagination, the
abiliiy” to tell an interesting
story in detail at the drop of
a hat. And Calypso singers do
this in verse and to music!

The history of Calypso sing-
ing, more or less as it is known
teday, is generally melieved to
go back to the Lime when slaves
were first breught in chains
from Africa to work the island
plantations. The music was
nsed by the slaves both as a
means of making the wan-kill-
ing labor mere hearable, and
as a weapon of protest against
the slave sysiem itself. When
the enslaved African people
worked in Trinidad fields dur-
ing the day they eompeted by
groups in the hurling of witty
rhymed “insulis” back and
forth ameng themselves. Buk
just as Ameriean Hegre w_ark
zongs often contained veiled
expression of hatred for ihe
white master, so did the calyp-
g0 songs. And at night, after
the sun-up 0 sun-down wark-
ing day was finished, the Trini-
dad slaves ecomposed 'L'ﬂl\:'p.'m
entirely devoted to expressions
of anger and protest against
the slaveowners.

Present day ecalypso there-
fore, has a direct tradition of
political satire. Most of the
better known calypso singers
have been jailed at one fime
or another by the British colo-
nial administration because of
songs thal -exposed intolerable
ieland conditions, or because of
sharp eriticism of colonial peli-
eles. Many calvpso sones have
been banned by the Colonial
Secrefary as “subversive” or
detrimental to the govern-
meni.* While the British gowv-
ernment was still In open

cahoots with Hitler, before the

cutbreak of World War I a
singer called the Growler com-
posed ‘Hitler Demands’. One
line of the seng sald: "Hitler,
my lad, take things easily, or
else we're sure to Tun yeu out
of Germany." This =zong was
banned “diplomatically.”

A singer whe has appeared

many times before American
audiences is the Lord Invaser.

4

His listemers always beg Tor a
song popularized during the
recent anti-faselst war ecalled
“Nobody in this world -is better
than us,' The song s a state=
ment of the need for brother-
hoad among the peoples of the
earth and it declares the Lord
Invader's pride in his own black
people. When he has sung sey=-
eral verses of the zong he in-
vites the audience to join in
the refrain that afMirms his
pride;

“God made us all and in him
we rust,

HNobody in this world is betler
than us"

A verse from sitill another
calypso song expressed the Tri-
nidadian’s feeling about a one=
time Crown goevernor, Sir Claund
Hellis:

“I must be very frank and =say

I was glad when Sir
wernt away.

He cared only for hiz own en-
ieyment

And did mothing to help us
find employment.”

Although the British povern-
ment eensors sengs with poli=-
tieal meaning, ¥ encourages
tales of unfaithful wemen, be-
trayal of one Trinidadian by
another, or deseriptions of un=-
happy leve etc. Al Mardi Gras
time, the government “gives
away" all of £500 for the best
sengs invenited. Other prizes
are ftraditionally awarded by
the Angostura Bitters mono-
poly and the Roval Extra Stout
Brewing Company. It is 'at this
time of the vear that the most'
intense competition takes place
among the calypso singers. This
jz the time of the “sene wars.™

¥ is during this Mardl Gras
season that representatives of
the big record companies haunt
the island of Trinidad like
L'.rultures. They come in search
of new songs with recording
equipment and a few paliry
dollars. With the eguipment
they grab all the sengs they''
can for sale and profits to the'"
companies. The singers are’
paid an average 15-25 dollars
and “"rovalties” A few singers'
ret more. Too often the few
dollars at carnival time are the
only reward the artist ever re=
ceives for his work,

The recent “rage” for calypso
music and occasional records
that still hit the “lop speis®,
are, for the most part, calyp=e
in form only—and pretly poor
form at that. Without the sharp
topical comment and politieal
satire that 15 15 mMost outstand-"
ing characteristic, “calypse’ is
deliberately distorted into a
mere shell of ®s real self.

Helhs !
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John Brown — God's Angry Man

Ey W. E. B. DuB0OIS

OHN BROWN, born on the threshold of the 19th century, was a man of deep faith.
His religious feeling was not carried as an ornament or a dogma: but as something
which was part of his life and which he sai:g‘ht to realige by his deeds. His faith was
based on the Old Testament, the Hebrew Scriptures and en belief in a personal rul-

ing of God of justice.

He was a poor man who
worked in the soil with his
hands, and knew the-great out-
doors and the peculiarities of
land. He was a man of family,
with wife and many children.
¥Yet he was never limited by
his work or his poverly or his
family life, from conceiving
himselfl as an instrument to
*make straight the way of the
Lord!"

His attention was early called
to the anomaly of Negro siav-
ery and in particular to the
Free Soil controversy in Kan-
gas. He took himself and his
growmg sons inte battle to
make the West free of slavery.
He fought there with his own
hands and in blood, to accom-
plish this; and then turning
from Kansas, he conceived that
he must fight not simply on
the periphery of sfavery but
must attack the slave system
itself.

For this Jehn Brown needed
help and money. For help he
turned bo the Abolitionists and
to the Negroes; to the Negroes
in Canada and New England;
to Frederick Douglass, o the
Abalitionists  everywhere. .HE
found support and opposition,
bravery and cowardice; bul he
went forward te his great plan,

The plan has been oflen mis-
concelved. Wost people and
most books even to this day,
think that John Brownplanned
an insurrection ef slaves and
planned it not in the midst of
slave territory, but on the out-
skirts where there were com-
paratively few slaves and where
the system itsell was decadent.

This was mnot true. John
Brown's plan was a master-
piece, It was baszed upon the
great  Appalachian range ™ of
Mountains, stretching f{rom
Alabama to the Great Lakes.

JOHN BROWN

Into these mountains for years
the slaves had run away Lo
hide and make their escape to
the MNorth. John Brown had a
plan to systematize and organ-
ize this pathway' to the North
Star.

Afeng the heights of the Ap-
palachians from Georgia , to
Pennsylvania, he proposed to
egtablish a szeries of forls and
hiding places, with caphes of
arms' and food: =e that when
a slave ran away Ifrom Florida,
Alabama, Georgla or Mississip-
pi. he did not take the long
chances of réaching the help-
ing hands eof the Underground
Railroad in Pennsylvania and
New York. He could find arms,
food and clothes; then by easy
stapes he would make his way
further North until he came Lo
Freedom.

In the meantime, at these
forts there would be gradually
gathered permanent garrisons.
From time to time they would
make forays upon the plania-
tions and entice other slaves to
iree themselves.

Brown based his ideas, nol
upon fantasy but upon whal
had taken place under similar
circumstances under Garibaldi
in Italy and also in the Bal-
kans. He hired a leader, Forbes,
who once had taken part in
European guerilla warfare; but
this man was one of Brown's
first betrayers.

Brown began at Harper's
Ferry, because there was a sup-
ply of arms in t(he arsenal
there, and because from Harp=
ers Ferry secret hiding places
along hich mountain ranges
could easily be Teached.

It was a master plan and it

could haved worked. Indeed in
the whole history of run-a-way

slaves it had already been
working without central or-
ganizailon and without arms

and foed. The drain of fugitive
slaves along these heighis
threatened the existence of
slavery and broughl Civil War.
The culmination ‘ef the plan
failed in the case of John
Brown because bthe persens who
were to initiate it were late in
gathering at Harpers Ferry; be-
cause the meney necessary Lor
the support was too Hitile; and
becanse the plan was partially
betrayed before it could be ini-
biated.

Thus the plot was frustraled
alter hereic -efforts and John
Brown hanged, But it is a grave
guestion whether or not. Jehn
Brown was less successiul be-
cause of the failure of his plan
than by his martyrdom -which
stariled the nation and the
world.

After the death of John
Brown his soul went marching
on and American slavery was
doomed. We can tloday sing
again with Goethe: “Selip der
den Er in Sieges—eglanze findet"
—Happy man whom death
shall find in wvictory's splendor.”

‘DuBOIS AT FISK: Picture shows

the emiment scholar and leader,

W. E. B. DuBois, in 1887, & junior at Fisk University, Mashville,
Ten. It was at Fisk that he first became aware of his mission
to sérve the Megro people. He was editor of the college monthly,
took part in one political campaign, and taught country schools
during vacation. FREEDOM is now preparing a four-page picture

story of the life of Dr. DuBais.

DuBois Testimonial Dinner
More than ‘Zﬂﬂ prominent individuals from all sections
of the United States, among them Dr, Albert Einstein, Mra.
Mary McLeod Bethune, Dr. Kirtley F. Mather, Langston

Hupghes, Leon. Feuchiwanger,
and Paul Robeson, have joined
in sponsoring & lestimonial
dinner honoring Dr. W. E. B.
DuBois on the occasion of his
83rd birthday thiz monlh.

Dr. E. Franklin Fragier, How- .

ard Unlversity sociologist,
chairman -of the testimonial
spensoring group, announced
thal the dinner will take place.

in-the Colonnades Ballroom of
Mew. York's Essex House, Fri-.
day -evening, February 23.

Further information and din-
ner- reservations may be ob="
tained from the office of the
W.-E.“B. DuBoeis Testimonial’
Sponsoring Committee, 7 West
135th" 8t., New York (ENright®
0-1488), Dr. Waller N, Beek-
man, Treasurer,

Negro Women Planted and Tended

By Janet Wilson

Harriet Tubman, tne Civil
War “Moges" who delivered
hundreds of her people from
slavery as a conductor on. the
Underground. Raldlroad, once
told a friend that she had
planted the trees of Freedom,
but that others would gather
and taste Freedom's fruils.

That fruit is still to be gath-
ered, but alk through the hard
and bitter years Negro women
have carefully tended the or-
chard. The full story of the
courage of MNegro mothers .in
slavery. times will probably
never be known. We do know
that they protected their chil-
deen from  the brutality of
white masters and overseers
with their ewn lives. We know
that thousands escaped lo Lhe
free North over the dangerous
underground railroad. There
were others who helped sons,
daughters and husbands escape
to freedom while they them-
selves had to remaln in slavery,

Two heroic figures who have
emerged from this period of
struggle  are Sejeurner Truth
and Harriel Tubman. After the
Civil War, during which Har-

riet Tubman had szerved the
Union forces as pulde, nurse,
spy and organizer of Negro
troops, she suflered on her own
body the eruel proof that al-
theught emancipation itsell

had been won, the long fight'

of her people for complete
freedom and equalily was only
well started. j

Once, when she was travel-
ing by ‘train from the South
to the North, this great people's
leader was drapered from her
coach by a white conductor. He
called her vile mamesginjured
her arm, and then threw her
intp a baggage car where she
had te ride for the rest of her
journey.

In the days of the Abolition-
ist movement, a hundred years
age, the escaped slave So-
jouwrner Truth, became a fery
and respected oratorsThe tire-
less woman spoke sul fearlessly
against slavery and for woe-
men's rights. She often shared
platiorms with Frederick Doug-
lazs and Susan B. Anthony.

The tradition of heroism has
conbinued Lo shine in the deeds
of MNegre women of our® bime.
The Scotisbore melhers in the
1930's, travelled over hall the

world, marshalling the prolest
of millions of people bo zave
their young sons from the Ala-
bama electric chair.

Mrs Amy Mallard, whose hus-
band was lynched in Georgia;
Mrs. Bessle Milchell, whose
brother iz among the Trenton
Six frame-up victPns of New
Jersey: Mrs.: Rosalee McGee
whaose husband still lies in Mis-
sissippi’s  death-house—{ramed
for ‘rape’; Mrs. Josephine Gray-
son, wife 'of one of the Mar-
tinsville Seven of Virginia and
maother of five small children
. . . a1l these ‘are heroic women.
They- have ‘ravelled - far and
spaken out with moving elo-
quence in defense of their own
men—and their entire people.
They will not be silenced.

The long hours, heavy bur-
denz and sub-standard pay of
today's domestic workers who
are predominantly Megra stem
back to slave-time conditions.
In those days, Negro women
were forced to pive domestic
service In the mansions of their
maslters, besides the heavy la-
bor in the fields. In the lght
af this history, campaigns o
oreanize domestic workers for
better pay and work conditions,

the Tree of

led by militant 'Nina Ewvans,
gain deeper meaning,

Throughout the.slave period,
white masters ‘tried to degrade
Negro women :3..';,'-!.#{1[] as-enslave
them. Many died rather than
submit to Ethe lust of Lhelr
“owners.” Until today, in this
land of jimerow and lynching,
Nepro women: must still' fight
back :l.g':l.inst double insulis
from those who have inherited
the mentality of the slavehold-
ers. ‘Thus Lthe dignity of al
womanhood, white as well as
Negro, s dirtied. 'In the light
of ‘these shameful facts the
heroism of Rosa Lee Ingram
stands out clearly.

Rosa Lee Ingram, with two
of her sons,-is today serving a
life sentence in Georgia ‘be-
cause she defended her victue
apainst the assaults of a white
man. Only the renewed profest
of the people will free her. as
such protest before saved her
and her sons frem the eleclric
chair,

Since the time when Harriet
Tubman and Sojourner Truth
spoke oul for women's rights
a5 well as for emancipation,
the contribution of Negro we-

w

Freedom

men has béen made on an even
wider basis than the freedom
strugeles of their own peopld
a5 a whole. Teday, for instance,
Negro women in the trade un-
ieus lead the flight for better
wages, conditions and - hours
for. all workers—white and Me-
gro, men and women. The late
Moranda Smith of the Tobaceo
Workers in Winston Salem, N.C.
was an oulslanding example of
this new type of heroine,

In the fight for peace, to save
all humanity from atomic war,
Negro women are again in the
farefront of the struggle. Four
Negro women were among the
American delegates to the Sec-
ond World Peace Congress in !
Warsaw, L

The sufferlngs and struggles : .
ol MNegro women throuphout
America's history have made |
them a vast reservoir of power
which is stiH only beginning
to find expression. When the

. power of Nepro women is fully |

realized -and correctly utilized,
It will add great strenpth te
mankind’s fight to bring free-
dom, equal rights, peace and
progress to the whole earth.
i ]
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Negro Stars Set High Standards
For Sportsmanship and Ability

By RUSS DAVIS

The sports world was both
shocked and thrilled at the ré=
cent  basketball “fix"” scandal

. » shocked that big gamblers
had been able to corrupt two
former Manhattan College
players into throwing pames
last year . . . thrillel at the
courage and integrity of Junius
Kellog of this year's team in
spurning - a thousand dollar
bribe and exposing the crooked
plot,

Kellogg, an ex-GI, hails from
Porismouth, Virginla and is the
first Negro player in Manhat-
tan College’s history. Betause
the six fool eight inch sopho-
more star is a key player in his
team’s attack, the pamblers
sought him out. They picked
the wrong man!

With attention focused on
college basketball and the cour-
age of a Negro player, the
question comes up: How goes
it In America's biggest indoor
sport for Negro players? Here
iz a brief rundown of the situ-
ation by “Freedom.”

On the official, big shot level,
Jimerow still plays a powerful
role. The Madison Sguare Gar-
den schedule still refuses to
bring in any of the fine teams
of the Colored Inter-collegiate
Athletie Association. Some of
these teams, like West Virginia
State, Virginia Union and Wil-
berforce, are far superior to
* white teams which are inviited

into the Garden Illke South
Carolina and 'William and
Mary.

The N.C.AA. tournament at
the finish of the vear invites
the winners of warious college
conferences, but carefully omits
the Negro Conference winners.
This policy has just been pub-
licly challenged in a strong
letter to the NCAA by Wilber-
force and the issue is in the
open at last and for a Teal
fight. Many students never re-
alized the real story before.

On the college teams of the
nation, excluding of course
those below the Mason Dixon
line, Negro stars play a prom-
inent role. Last March the City
College of New York team won
both the Invitation and the
NCAA tourney, making basket-
ball history. In so doing they
handed mighty Hentucky the
worst drubbing it had recelved
in twenty vears, an 89-50 drub-
bing.: The Xentucky ‘players
weni home talking about Ed
Warner, Negro sophomore star
who blazed through them for
26 points. Floyd Lane was an-
other great player on this great
team.

This season, Warner sprained
his knee and CONY fell off its
hot pace. But along came Long
Island . University to roar
through its first fifteem games
in a row, led by the man whao
js eonsidered the country's
greatest college star, six foot
seven Sherman White. Two
other Negro regulars on this
great . team are Leroy Smith, a
5-11 dynamo, and Ray Felix,
6-11: sophomore.

Of course everybody lsn't too
happy about a championship

Sugar Ray, How About
Knocking Out Jim Crow?

By TAY

Sugar Ray Robinson has been
kayoed—he's knocked himself
out! Now Ray is dust about the
greatest fighter in ring “his-
tory, one of the smartest ring-
men, hut upon returning from
& recent trip to jimerow free
Paris the papers quoted Ray as
saying that in America if a
person has the ability to sue-
ceed, he will reach the top,
despite his race, color, or whae
have you. Maybe Sugar really
believes this, maybe the State
Department put, pressure on
him, for he =aid this in at-
tacking Paul Robeson,

This iz the kind of talk Mr,
Charlie loves to hear, for it
puts the blame for things on
the individuals, rather than on
conditions. In other words, if
you have the stuff you succeed
and if yvon don't—well, then it
must be you deserve the jim-
erow houses, the lack of oppor-
tunity, the doors slammed in
Four face. In fact, one could
use the same argument to say
that if 4 man s lynched, he
deserves it, because if he had
the right stuff in him he just
wouldn't be strung up, ete.

Jugar Ray has too much dig-
nity to play a handkerchief
head role, and he has only to
look at his own Hfe to answer
himself. The fight mob hated
Ray's puts because he was too
“uppity” for them, meaning
he wouldn't let théem cuot hig
purses to pieces, chisel him: in-
to the poorhouse. Sugar 15 one
of the few boxers who has held
on to his dough., It may be
now that he's a big real estate
and cale owner he's forgotten
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his youth, the frustrating years
when his talent was wasted as
he fought for small gates, was
deliberately kept out of the big
money. Has he forpotten the
run-around he got before he
got his erack at the welter-
welght title, or the same raz-
zle~dazzle before gelting his
chance at the middleweight
crown? (Ray ls schedeuled to
figsht LaMotta Feb. 14). When
a fighter of ability is too “in-
dependent” the fight crowd lets
him grow old before they glve
him his chance. ' That's what
happened to LaMotta, and even
Sugar Ray has slipped a lot—
but his fistic ability is so great,
that although past hiz prime,
he iz still head and shoulders
above other pugs. Bul in the
last year Ray had to risk his
health making the 147 pound
limit, in order to hold on to
his welter title and the big
money it brought him.

Sugar Ray is too great a
sportsman to believe that hot
alr. Heé ought to ask Archie
Moore, who “is growing old
without getting a crack at the
lightheavy title, or Jersey Joe
Walcott, who was given his
chance al the big money —
when he's an old man, for a
fight. Or take Sonny Boy West
who had championship ability
but was-rushed—to his death,
Ray's own stablemate, Artie
Towne, is another good fighter
who never got a break, not to
mention Bert Lytell. And wha
about Johnny Saxton, whose
fistic abflity is being wasted in
a Rorean fox-hole?

No Ray, we love America,

FErmg IR your Brodwos

team with three Negro stars in
prominent roles. One nlght in
December, when LIT was best-
ing Western EKentucky, sev-
eral hecklers including Rep.
Harold Patten of Arizona made
the mistake of hurling some ra-
cist jeers ab the LIU bench.
Coach Clair Bee, a sick man,
was held back, but the rest of
the white substitutes (the Me-
gro players were on the court)
gave suitable reply. The heck-
lers learned a lesson they won't
forget.

In the Big Ten, which is the
Western Conference, there has
been a pecullar situation for
vears, While Negro stars were
prominent -in  football = and
track, there was a “gentle-
man's" apresment on  basket-
ball. Jimcrow often  works in
subtle and devious ways. Bul
three . years ago, Indiana U
spurred by a campalgn for de-
mocracy in a state where Negro
and white high school players
traditionally play the best
brand of ball in the land, broke
the phony ban and Bill Garrett,
a 6-2 center, made the team.

woday Garrelt is the high
scoring star of an Indiana team
heading. unmistakeably for a
Big Ten championship. Michi-
gan State has already followed
suit, playing football star Bob
Carey, and the campuses of
some of the sther schools like
Michigan State.-and Illinois are
starting to ask more and more
guestions. about their strange
lilywhite basketball teams.

The pressure from students
also appears to have won out

EUGAR RAY ROBINSON

want to make it a real land of
opportunity as much as vou
do, but words won't hide the
discrimination that ruins peo-
ple's lives, kills thelr hopes and
ambitions. It's true there can
only be one champ, ‘but for
every Rdy Robinson, Sandy
Saddler, Ezzard Charles,. and
Ike Williams, there are a host
of hungry kids hanging around
the gyms. Granted most of
them don't. have punch and
dancing feet of a Sugar Ray,
but they all long for money
and a chance to be somebody,
And many of these kids have
the necessary ability, but never
get the breaks because they're
just “another colored bov,” to
the fight mob. S0 they let
themselves be rushed along,
-2 “guickie” matches, are
improperly trained, underfed-—
and they either quit the game
broke, or end -1p punch-drunk
wrecks,

Sugar, youre a great guy,
the greatest fighter. Don't let
them low-rate you by becom-
Ing a front for the bossman's
empty words. Just go on be-
ing yourgelf, Sugar Ray—the
champ,

S

scandal.
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Manhatten 3
College’s Junius Kellogg to bribe! This 6 ft,8 in. sophomore basket- =
ball star made news on the nation’s front pages when he turned
thumbs down to o thousand-buck bribe and exposed the big court

Kellogg is an ex-Gl who comes from Portsmouth, Vir-

ginia, and is the first Negro basketballer to play for Manhattan.

at New York University, which
somehow never “happened” to
give athletic scholarships to
all fine Negro players coming
out &6f New ¥ork's high schools.
A hot student eampaign
by the Young Progressives
forced a series of meetings with
the athletic director and coach,
and as a result, NYU will have
& democratic team next seasomn.

In the pra league, jimerow
lingered till this year when
the New York Knicks hired
Sweetwater Clifton from  the
famed Harlem Globetrotters.
Boston's  Celtics =igned up
Charley Cooper of Duguesne.
Boston mow leads the Eastern

Division, has its first  profes-
sional winning team and is
drawing crowds for the first

time.
A victorious  fight on one
front always leads to a collision
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with jimecrow on other levels.
When LIU went to play Okla=
homa A & M two years back,
the team stopped in a Still-
water, Oklahoma restaurant for
lunch. The proprietor tried to

persuade the team to have its

Negro players eat in the rear.

The entire team got up, told

the proprietor that what he
could. do with his restaurant,
and walked out. They ate to-
gether on the school campus.
That night, a majority of the
students in the Stillwater gpym
rose and clapped as Sherman

White took the floor, the first .04

Negro to play there.

There's lots of discrimination
Ieff in the baskefball world.
But it comes from *“the top™
and the basic democracy of
America’s’ young = athletes is
giving it a better fight every
year.
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