s

Paul Robeson’s

Column

HE OTHER DAY, as I walked the streets of Harlem,

a well-wisher stopped to say “hello” and “good-luck.”
As we chatted, he paused for a moment and then, as though
not guite certain he was do-
ing the right thing, asked,
“Payl, were you born in
Russia?"

1 laughed, of course, but
then took the time to tell my
friend the tale that -makes up
the body of this column,” For
what the question reflected
was that, somehow, the mas-
ters of the press and radio
had convinced at ‘least this
friend that a person who
fishts for peace, for the ad-
mission of People's China to
the UN, for friendship with
the Soviet Union, for labor’s rights and for full equality
for Negroes now, cannot be a “real” American, must have
been “born in Russia."

THESE ARE THE OBJECTIVES for which I will be

fichting for some time to come, and to which this eolumn

is dedicated. So this is probably a good time to explain
how I began and how I have come to feel the way I do about
world affairs. ;

The road has been long. The road has been hard. It
began about as tough as I ever had it —in Princeton, New
Jersey, a college town of Southern aristocrats, who from
Revolutionary time transferred Georgia to New Jersey.
My brothers couldn’t go to high school in Princeton, They
had to go to Trenton, 10 miles away. That's right — Tren-
ton, of the “Trenton Six.” My brother or I could have been
one of the "Trenton Six.”

ALMOST EVERY NEGRO in Princeton lived off the
college and accepted the social status that went with it.  ~

We lived for all intents and purposes on a Southern
plantation. And with no more dignity that that suggests —
all the bowing and scraping to the drunken rich, all the

{Continued on Page 4}

Which Road to Freedom?

AN EDITORIAL

The attempt of two Puerto Rican nationalists to avenge the
sxploitation of their aggrieved people by the assassination of
Fresident Truman has ended in futility, bloodshed and death.

Grisello Lorenzo Torresola is dead, and his compatriot, Oscar
Collazo lies seriously wounded as FR EEDOM goes bo press.

Torresola and Collazo chose the wrong road—a road that
cannot lead to freedor. Their short cut has turned to'a dead end.

The road to freedom for oppressed peoples is marked by clear
slenposts: unity of the whole people; comrnon action with their
jrue allies; militant strugeles in the trade unions, the popular
prganizations; insistence on the voie and demoeratic liberties.

These  liberties are sorely lacking in Puerio Rico, where a
brave people suffer under the yoke of the rampant greed of
Amerlcan imperialism.

The ill-fated and fli-advised murder attempt must not deter
the Puerto Rican people, the Negro people, or any of the world's
oppressed, from finding the true road to freedom.
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NATION RALLIES TO

SAVE LI.

GILBERT

NEGRO TROOPS OF %2ud Division in action in World War TL.
Li. Gilbert (left}), was wounded while with this hard-hitting
outfit during the anti-Hiller war.

e WASHINGTON, D. C,

Will a Negro officer from York, Pa., be
put to death because of the prejudiced whim
of a superior officer in a Korean “police ac-
tion” led by Arkansas-born General Doug-
las MacArthur?

Or will the aroused protests of millions ol
Americans prevent his execution?

These are the questions which the ease of
First Lieutenant Leon A, Gilbert placed before
the world as FREEDOM went to press.

The weekly Negro press reported the con-
yergence on Washington of the attorneys and

members of the family of the doomed Negro®

officer. From all parts of the nation letters,
petitions and telegrams poured in upon the
President and the Judge Advocate of the Army.

Seven hundred Columbia Univ, students
forwarded a petition. Thousands of Southern
Pentacostal church members did likewlse. The
Harlem Trade Union Council led .delegations
to the United Natioins and to army officialdom
in the capitol. Resolutions were passed all.over
the country, and Chicago led the nation with
a glant protest rally. Even a conservative Sen-
ator {(Jenner, R-Ind.) felt called upon to urge
that army brass “give eareful consideration™
to the facts in reviewing the death-sentence
conviction.

Some facts are already clear:

1. The Glibert case is the ootgrowth of a war
apaint colored Koreans which et leose a Irighftnl
warve of prejudice and relnforced ihe coudest aspects

of American “white supremacy.” FRoreans, morth and
saull, were called sapols” and Negro (30 were quick
to associnte the term with a similar epithet appiied
to them by U.S. racists,

2, A superlor officer is reported to have sald that
he would “get Glibert” It it was the Iast thing
e did.

3. Gilbert s charged with mishehaving belore the
enemy by reflusiong o lead his men Torward Inm re-
spons=e ta an order. The Licutenant denles that this
Is true,

4. In the first stages of the campaign, reporters
deserited Ameriean Troofks as “runnling ke rats™
but Glibert s the only soldier in the .5 Army
pingled oul for a praciically unprecedented trial (ng
the frout lines) and punishment,

Gilbert iz the proud possessor of a distin=-
puished record of combat in World War II. Ha
was wounded in the battle against fascism and
wears a metal plate in his head. Letters from
his brother, who had flown to Tokyo 1o visis
the doomed soldier in an Army stockade, indi-
cate that he has lost considerable weight and
that “he does not seem like the same man.”

Wwill the Gilbert case be an American Drey-
fuss case? Will it lead to the death of the Negro
lieutenant or to the elimination of the Jim
Crow practices of the Army—as the Dreyiuss
ease led to the exposure of anti-Semitism in the
French military and the reform in the French
penal system?

Time will tell. Meanwhile, organizational
leaders indicated that the need now is for
action to save Gllbert's life. They call for more
letters and telegrams to President Truman
asking that the sentence be reversed and Gil-
bert set free.
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FREEDOM

DuBois and Marcantonio

Candidates Speak for Peace and Civil Rights :

By Dr. W. E. B. DuBOIS

My platform, then, like the
platform  of every honest
American who still dare be-
lieve in peace and freedom,
takes §is unalterable stand
arainst war and sIAVETY. . « «

Why Are We Afraid

Have we been invaded? Has
anyone dropped an atom bomb
on us? Have we been impover-
jshed or enslaved by foreign-
erg? Is our business Iailing and
are our millionaires disappear-
ing? Has the rate of profit
gone down, is our machinery
less cunning or our natural re-
sources destroyed by strangers?
Is there any sign that the
Unlied States of America. is
wictim or can be victim of any
foreign power? Mo! Then of
what are we afrald and why
are we trying to guard the
earth from Pacific to Atlantie,
and from the North to the
South Pole, unless it be from
ourselves,

We are afraid of an idea;
we are tempted by a vision of
power which long misled and
slaughtered the peoples of
Eurcope and Asia, and now
insidiously ereeps into our
own fever-mad heads. And
that is imperialism — world'
rule over the world. Onee
this was sought by black
slavery, then it was made
easy by yellow “coolies,” then
by “lesser breeds without the
law,” whe eould furnish a
white man’s burden and lef

i bim: strut ever the world and
lord: it in Asia and Afriea
and rule and role, world
without end, ferever and for-
ever. That wag the vision of
ihe 19th Century. The fever
of Fmperialism eaught the
United States as the 19th
Century died and we choked
a few islands ewmt of dvimg
Epain, but these were but
small change which wheilted
sur appetite, With the First
World War came the vision
of an imperial EUnited States
as successor of the empire on
which the sen already seis.
We rushed so madly at the
spoils left by European em-

DR, DuB0IS

pire that we brought down
eur whole industrial system
about our own ears. . . .

Basie Problem

1 tomerrow Russia disap-
peared from the face of the
earth, the basic problem fac-
ing the modern world would
remain; and that is—Why is it,
with the earth's abundance

and eur mastery of natural

forees, and miraculons tech-
nigue, with our commerce beli-
ing the earth and goods and

services pouring Ifrem eur
and

warehouses; why is it that

stores, Iactories, ships
nevertheless most Buman be-
ings are starving to death, dy-
ing of preventable disease and

teo lgnorant to Enow what i&

the matber; while a smaH ml-
nority are so rich that they
cennet spend their neome?

That is the preblem which
faces the world, and Russia
was not the first to pose if,
mer will she be the last e
ask and demand answer. The
19ih €entury said that this
situation was inevitable and
must always remain beeause
of the natoral inferiority of
most men. The th Century
knows beiter, ¥t says that
there is food ensmgh for al;
that eclothes and sheler for
alk ean be provided; ihat
most disease is preventable

Editorial

seat in the 44th Congress.

for the Hegre peopse.

A Challenge to New York Voters

N 1870, HIRAM REVELS was elected to the U.S. Senale
to fill the wnexpired term of Jefferson Davis.
Blanche K. Bruce was elected to the Senate, and took his

Aside from these two men who served Mississippi, the
South and the nation well, the Negro's official connection
with the U. 5. Senate has been limited to the rele of ser-
¥ant in the cloak room and the dining room. Even the
corps of Senate page boys is Hly-white!

THE RECONSTRUCTION achievements of Bruce and
Revels were overturned in 1876 by an alliance of northern
industrial gluttons and southern plantation pewer.

Today, the man who has taught Americans most about
the part of Negroes in the Reconsrtuetion period, himself
seeks to become the third Negro to sit in the U. 8. Benate,
Ho one dares deny the gualifications of Dr. W. E. B. Dubois,
Few care to openly argue agalnst his program, which con-
demns the senselessness of war, the fearful danger of the
police state, and points the way toward the elimination of
poverty, ignoranee and disease.

Omnly those whe are slavishly beund to the old parties
{which have never offered Negrees a state-wide place en
their tickets in “Hberal” New Yeork) ean fail te wvote for
Dubois. Every wvaote for him strengthens the challenge to
the posicy of glving Negroes a let of promises, a few ap-
pointments—and that's all! Every DuBels vote will bring
claser the day of real pelitleal mdependence and equality

In 1874

and that the overwhelming
mass of human heings can be
edocaled. That intellirence,
health and deeent comfort
are not only possible but
should be demanded by all
men, planned by all States
and miade mereasingly effec-
iive by all voters in each

eleclion. , . .

To fight the overwhelming
and negation of the Bill of
Rights is the second plank of
my platform. I never thought
I would live to see the day that
free speech and. freedom of
opinion would be so throttled
in the United States as it is
todday. Today in this free coun-
“try no man can be suare of
earning a lving, of escaping
slander and personal violence,
or even of keeping out of jail
unless publicly and repeatedly
he proclaims:

That he hates Russia

That he opposes Socialism
and Communism

That he supporis whole-
heartedly the war in Horea

That he is ready to spend
any amount of the mation's
resaarees for further war

anywhere or at any time

That bhe is ready to fighi
the Soviet Union, China and
any other country

That he believes in the vse
of the atom bBomb or any
other weapomn of mass de-
sirmetion and regards any-
one who is oppeosed as a
iraitor

That he nol only believes
in and consents to all these
things, but iz willing o
and

spy on his neighbors

He Defends a People’s Honer

Marcantonio is the Man

I always beHeved that the
first amendrent to the Consti-

tution was applicable to 150,-

000,068 Amerioans and that it

was appHeabile to allt of them,

irrespeetive of thelr color, race
of peltical eeHefs,

New, Witliam Patterson has
beem a couragesus fighter for
bis peeple and the rights of
bis people for years. He is
& Negro. The Civil Rights
Congress has Been listed by
the Attormey General, be-
cause it happens to be one of
those srganizations militant-
by fighiing for civil rights,
and ene which has exposed
the hypocrisy of this Demo-

L i -
{HOTE: From the Congressional
Record we present excerpts from the
remarks of Congressman Yite Mar-
cantenio opposing the confempt cilo-
tion -ageinst Wiltham L. Pattersonm,
Executive Secretary of the Civil Rights
Congress, Marcantonio was the ONLY

Representotive to toke the flocd
against the citavion.]
- o

g¢ratie administration on eivil
rights. The action of the Atl-
tormey General was sheer
politieal vengeance, Despite
this persecuiion the Civil
Hights Congress has been do-
ing tremendous work.

Yes, it was the Civil Rights
Congress that only recently
went dewn to Mississippi and
saved William MeGee from
the elecirie chair. McGee, a
Negro, is the vyictim of =2
vicious frameup, This gives
you an idea of the Kind of
activity im which Patterson
and his organization are en-
gaged, This activity is the
kit of lobbyving this commit-
tee chese te investigate,

This is a Negro before this
cemmittee, Short shrift with
hims, This is the kind of treat-
ment ke veceived while he
wais Deing quesiioned. Mind
Teu, thir man by met & lebby-

ist. We is a defender of his
peeple, What has he engaged
in? He has ashed the RMem-
bers of the Congress to wele
for the eivil rights bills that
haxe come before the Com-
gress,

What has he dore? e
hag sent Fetters, Yes, there
bave been delegations coming
#own here, public, open, Wmass
delegations of hBundreds of
people goming down here ie
ask the Memhers of Corgress
te Hve op to the pledges en
eivil rights which they made
at the time they sought o
be eleeted,

He was net a lohbrist
for special privilege. Me
was met a lobbyist for the
real estate crowd. He was not
& lobbyist for ithe loan io
Franco. He was not a lobby-
ist for the special privileges
—special privileges that go
up and down these Halls of
Cengress, infesting the Halls
of Congress like cockroaches,
and deing so with immunity
despite this commiltee,

He has been petitioning
the Congress of the Emited
States,

What kind of deal did he get
from this commitice? He was
twice calied a liar by the aet-
ing chairman. He finally
wound up before that com-
mitiee by having his raee
insulted and by having 15,-
000000 Negreo people vilified
when he was ealled a “Black
* 3 3% enithet by the aet-
img chairman. That happened
befere that commiltee. That
happened to this witness, yes
this Negro vietim from the
alleged left. I say that some-
body is in contempt, Ner
Speaker, somebedy is in con-
tempt, but it is net Mr. Fat-
tersem. I tell you we in the
House, 3l of we, are in een-
temapt when we permit that
bimd of lamguage amd ihat
kind of insult te be hurled
2t 15000000 Americans and
we de meihing abent .

oom

-
-
oy
- i

denennee them if they e
not believe and do as he dees.

=
Honest Men Needed

The mere statement of thiz o
ereed shows its absolute in- r
sanity. What can be done 1o -
bring this Nation to its senses? 4
Most people answer: Nothing, ey
Just git =il bend to the storm?; e
H necessary, lic and join the
witeh-Funt.

Swear to God that never, =B
never dbd you ever sympathize
with the Russzian peasants’
fight to be free; that vou never
in your life belonged to g lib-
eral orgpanization o had =a
friend whe did; and if so, you
were deceived, deluded and a
damned fool. . . , e |
The assurance yon have i= -

¥

that if I am elected to the
Senate, no power jm Hell,
Earth mor Heaven will keep
my mouth from speaking and
voting what I conceive is the
irath amd right

)

(NOTE: The article above is
compoted of excerpts Jrom
compaign speeches of De, Du-
Bois. )

©Oh =ure. Lei somebody now
get up hexe and try %0 wash
it off by hollering about “athe-
Istle Ruesia," er communism, or
set up the red bogey. But I tell
you what we are fgelng here
Is a challenge, a ehalenge 1o
fairness and justice and decen~
ey. The ehalenge ls, shall we
by voting for this eitation, by
veting to send this Negvo vie-
Hm te jall, put our stamp of
approval en the wese of the
language b Congress 1o which
this Negro is subjected before
this committee. You want the
Negra vietim from the left. I
cannet step you from taling
him. Yew have him; but you
know deep down in yous hearia
Fhﬂ-ff You are not deing what s
Just. Creeify Palterson, Crucify
him the way you wiified his
people, the 15000000 members
ef his race before your com-
mittee. Go ahead and ermeify
him. That is within yeur power,
but yeu are not enly wlelating +
the Constitetion, you are un- 3
dermining the faith of Ameri- & |
cans in the justice and intesrity
of this Congress. v

-
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MRS. SAMPSON MAKES BOW

First Negro Sits as UN Delegate

By GEORGE B. MURPHY, Jr.
How many times hate you said, “I wish I could ftell the

world my troubles!™

Few MNeproes have siot expressed this sentiment, in song, in
jest, or in full sericasness, at one time or anether. Lord knows,
we have enough troubles to talk -abeul,

Bul few have ever been in a
position to resdly “tell  the
world,”

Frederick Douglass was one,
and he made the most of his
opportunity. When oriticized by
Americans for his burndng de-
nunciation of slavery before
andiences in England, Wales
and Scotland, he answered:

“"The head and fromi of
my offending bhath this ex-
tent and no more I am one
of those who think the best
friemd of a nalion is he whe
most faithfully rebukes her
for her sins—and he her
worst encmy, whe, under the
specious and popular garb of
patriolissa, seeks to excuse,
palliate, and defend them.

America has much more to

fear from such than all the

rebulces of the abolilienists
al bheme or abroad, .. .

Five Year Delay

The affnirs of the world te
which Deuglass appealed are
today ‘in the hands of the
United Naltions. And ever since
the founding of the world or-
ganization in 1945, American
Mepcoes have stood at the door
demanding, in accerdance wilh
the solemu provisiens of the
Charter, redress of their 300-
Yyear-pdd prievances,

But im September of this
year, the possibility of chang-
ing this state of affairs pre-
sented itsell! For the President
announced that Mrs, Edith
Sampson, Chicagoe attoraey and
2 leading fipure in the National
Councit of Negro Women, had
been appolnted as an alternate
member of the U5, delegation
to the UN General Assembly,

Would Mrz. Bampsen “teHd
them al abdul our troubles®”

She had the example of Fred-
erick Douglass before her,

K Mrs. Sampson chese ta fol-
low  in the footsieps of her
herode predecessors, she would
have plenty of facts to support
the change of denial of hp-
man rights te the Negro people
in the U. 5.

NNC Petlilion

In June, 1946, the Nabienal
Nepra Conpgress sent ta the
Econowic and Social Council ef
the United NWations a pebition
for action to end.

a condition thalt has existed

throughout the United Stales

of America during its entire
histery and prevails at this
timme, of the political, eco-
mamic and social diserimina-
tion against Negroes because
of their race and color; re-
salting in the denial of dem-

seratic wighis te 13,000,000

Negro oilizens,

Ta 1247 the National Associa-
tiom for the Advancement ef
Calored People presented “An
Appeal to the World."—a 95-
page indictment of Jin Crow
prepared by a group of experls
under the editership of Dr. W.
E, B. DuBois. The "Appeal” has
yel to be considered by the W.H.
Human Rights Commnlssion of
which Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelf
is the chairman.

Pointing out why the NAACP
petition was divected te the
UM, Dr. DuBois 'wrole in the
imtroduction: H

The Uniled Siales & im
homor bound not only te pra-
tect ils own people and idis
own inanterests, bud to gasrd
and respect the various peo-
plez of the world whe are
its guesis and allies. Becanse

ol a large planiation,

world-wide hook-up,

sels in the world

sharecropper had to sar.

Sam Sage Says...

The story is told of the Negra sharecropper in the deep
Soulh who had lived all his rears within the small confines

He worked like a beast of burdes and always lingered
én the bare margin of existence while the planiation ownexr
grew wich and fat off his laber. Bul the Negre did nai
complain and was semething of a Tavorile with boss-man.

One year, when the erop was particularly good, the
plaatation owner offered to reward the sharecrepper by
honering any request be might make, The owner theughi
this might invelve a pair of shoes for the children wha
had never had any, and was taken aback when the share-
crapper Said thal he had always been fascinated br the
wonders of radio and would like to acltually speak om a

Ful the plantatien owner, like the ones in “Gone With
The Wind,” and umlike the ones ia real life, was a mam
wha has always kept his word; se he dutifully arranged
for the station in the county seatl which he owened {that
is, he awaed the stalion and the countr seal, too) Lo be
placed on a world-wide hook-up. And bthen he spent a lot
of money in a high-pewered advertising campairn to tell
the werld that “his"” sharecropper was going lo speak,

Then, the great day came. Al the 150 million radie
were Loned im,
wailed in Asia, Africa, India, Europe, the Soviet Union,
and threughoul the Western Hemisphere to hear whal the

And in the deep Seuth the sharecropper pressed his
{atlered paid of oweralls, mnde the Irip Lo (he county seal
fer the first time ia his 58 years and siood before the mic-
rophone, He was frighieuned by the padgets in the studie,
bui as the technician nodded be imdicate that his ene anda
anly chance had ceme, thal he was on the air fer 15
minuies, he screwed wp his courage. Me smiled at the beam-
ing plautalisn ewaer who sal nsarby, turned Lo the mike

“amd far 15 minules yelled al the fop ol his waice:

(HELR! MEGPL . EELP!

Half a billion people

MELP! | SELP! | WELP!

"Look, Senator, we told the meetin' just like you said, to Fight
the reds ond forget obout how much pork chops cost. Mow if
folks downtown gonna keep THAT plotform, me and the boys are
just noturally goama have to ask for some group imsurance!”

of casie customn and legisla-
tien along the color line, the
Uniled States is today im
danger of encroaching upon
the righis and privileges of
its Tellaw mations, Most peo-
ple of the world are mere
or less colored in skin: their
presemee at the meelings of
the Tnited Nations as parkbi-
cipants and visitors, renders
them always liable fo insult
and te discrimination; be-
cause they may be mistaken
for Americans of Negre de-
socent,

Hitting at anether aspeci ol
fhe Negra's oppression the
petitisn points out that

The United Stales has almost
unlimiied nataral resources.
...But this same Ameriea
traffics heavily in Tendalism,
Mowhere is this more appar-
ent than in the treatment of
the Negro worker, In & 50-
ciety where the push of a
button or the turn of a swilth
moves mouniains, color-mad
America insists thal the chiel
asset of the Negro is, and
must remain, a stromg back
and a humbde mein. Color-
mad America demands Cthat
black workers remain beyond
the pale of decent wages, job
salisfaction and ecomomie
security,

Negroes Await Answer

These were the problems
and this was the background
arainst which Mrs. Bampson
made her debubt in the TMN.
Megroes throughout the nation
wondered how she would per-
form, Would she challenge the
oppressoers of her people hefore
this assemblage of the nations?
Would she be the wolce they
had so long sought? Would she
suppert the petition on behali
of Mrs. Ingram, still lanzaish-
ing In a3 Georgia jall, which
had been presented to the UM,
by another Nepro woman, that
grand fighter, Mrs. Mary
Church Terred? g !

There is no need to wonder
any more. The evidence has he-
Eun to come in, and Mrs. Samnp-
son is falling every test. Her
maiden speech in September
tan most charitably be de-
scribed as inmocuous, Bul tien,
shie began, to  feel her way
aiound., On Oct, 1 she made a
speech at an anti-communist
rally.

She explained that the Tarm-
ers of the middle-west, whom
she knows well, and the farmers
of Israel, whom she had wisited
in 19049, were free te declde
whether they wanted te oper-
ate family-sized farms, rum
cooperatives, or establish col-
lective farms.

The Chicage lawyer's slrange
and sudden interest in farming
iz explained when we note that
her purpoese in  mentioning
them is to contrast their sl-
leged freedom with the alieged
“enslavement” of the collective
farmers of the Soviet Unien
(whom Mrs. Sampson has not
visibed).

Nol Ready Yet?

Anything ta fall in line with
the Administration line that the
world is threatened by a new
YSoviet imperialism!” Even if
it means closing her eves to the
real enslavement of tens of
thousands of Negre sharecrop-
pers in the South!

Mrs, Sampson made no men-
tign of them,

And, to fop it all, Mrs, Samp-
son, & few days later, let it be
known fthat, while we should
support the demand of subject
peoples for independence we
must be careful that thev are
not liberated “loo soom™ lest
they find themselves unpre-

pared “lfo wuse i (freedom) in
their own interests™ 111

Mo, Harrief Tubman will not
have to move over in the Ne-
gro’s hall of Tawie to make
rogm for a new heroine. Mos,
Sampson, protege and politieal
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WAR CASUALTY

President Truman's Fair
Deal, “a better life for all”
seems to have died a pre-
mafure death on Capital Hill
“We" have given it up “Tor
the time Dbeing” he said,
This “we" apparently deesn’i
cover the biz corporations
reaping their harvest of gold
out of the Korean war.

L L] -

‘VOICE' FOR DIXIE

Perhaps the Volce of America
should be beamed south of the
Mason Dixon Line. Since free-
dom, like charity, ought to be-
gin at home, may be at least
one-half of the new $110,000-
000 Volce budget should be de-
voted to telling the people down
South that we “stand for free-
domi and for peace. We are
ready Lo help the hungry and
oppressed peoples the the world
toward a better life '

THE ‘'LOST GOP YOTE

The Republican Party ic all
hot and hothered aboul “win-
ming back™ the Negre vols,
and is wreslling with the
problem. Aeccording lo the
Executive Commitlee Chair-
man, “There is a now colored
man on the American poli-
tical scene.™

Perhaps the “colored man™
is mot 50 new; he would just
like to see something new in
the way of deeds nol talk
from the Republican Party,

NO RETREAT

Bald Mrs, Warlng, wife of 5.0,
Jadge J"Wailes Waring, whose
home was attacked recently by
hopdlams: “I they think they
can frighfen us they are great-
1y mistaken. We bollh believe in
the dignity and eguality of all
peaples and no attack by race
supremacists—even a fatal one
—will ever alter that belief or
eur determination to defend 1%
te the end.”

L - L]
WHAT IT MEANS

Commenting en the McCars
ran-Woeod Acl, Dr. DuBais,
American Labor Farly cam=

(Continuwed sn Page 8)

=

crony of Congressman Williazm
Dawson, main proponent of the
“falk  sofit" school of politics,
thus far threatens the laurels
of mobody bui a mian named
“Uncle”—and we don't mean
Sam or Joe,

A leading Negro journalist
and [riend of Mrs. Sampson
wrote, soon after her appoint-
ment that it would in iiself
“solve few if any of the prob-
lems” of the Negro masses.
“They, and she, will continue
to be insulted and humiliatea
in Washington, the capital, Jim
Crow will merely blink his evez
and carry on,” he said. And
further, “If Mrs. Sampson
should wuse the stage of the
General Assembly as a platform
for double-talk in which the
injustices her people  suffer
here will be glossed over, she
will rue the day the appoint-
ment came to hetr.”

It seems as though the rue=
ing day is here. Thus far Mra.
Sampson has been no  niode
than a disappointment and am
emibarrassment ta the

Negra,
-people-of the Undted States. . -



FREEDOM

Editorials

A New Voice

i UR PEOPLE feel themselves sorely aggrieved under
the existing state of things.”

So wrote John Russworm and Samuel Cornish, editors

of “Freedom's Journal,” the first Negro newspaper in the

United States, published in 1827.

Believing that “the calumnies of our enemies should be
refuted by forcible arguments,” these pioneers set out to
provide a “channel of communication between us and the
publie,” and announced that “anythg that relates to Africa
shall find ready admission to our columns.”

That was 123 years ago.

TODAY, the Negro people remain *“sorely aggrieved.”

A pall of repression hangs over the country and pollutes our :

national life. In this atmosphere all efforts at real libera-
tion are met with the most ruthless attacks of our enemies,
and either the distortion or silence of the commerecial press.

A hell worse than slavery faces us unless the present
drive toward atomie war and fascist dictatorship is halted
in its tracks. The need of the hour is For courageous hearts,
clear heads and united action.

FREEDOM is born to help meet that need.

We will neither cater to the whims of the well-to-do,
nor cringe before the attacks of our enemies.

FREEDOM will be a voice for the poor and disinherited
among us.

Its pages are dedicated to the needs of the share-
eropper, the wage-earner, the housewife; the student and
youth searching the future for direction, the mother yearn-
ing for peace, the professional proscribed by prejudice, the
small businessman crushed by monopoly.

WE PLEDGE to make FREEDOM more than a word.

We pledge to make it an instrument for our people's
unity and for their cooperation with our true friends in
labor and progressive social action.

We pledge to make FREEDOM yours, and in earnest
humility we ask your support for our efforts,

A Monthly Paper?

" OULDN'T be a newspaper, could it—coming out only
once a month?"

That's what a friend said when we told him about our
plans for FREEDOM. ¥

“Could be,” we said, and it will be for a while. .Just
how long depends on you. For FREEDOM beging with
devotion to the people, determination to serve their needs—
and a shoestring.

WITH about $10 million we could start a daily news-
paper with some small chance of succeeding. If we had
about $250,000 we might make a go of a weekly. But (see
above) we have—a shoestring.

But we can do better. With 50,000 subscribers FREE-
DOM will begin to reach you twice, instead of once, a

month. And when we reach the 100,000 mark, we'll begin
to talk to you about a weekly.

So, it's up to vou.

WILL you be a friend of FREEDOM? Will you be a
FREEDOM fighter? Don't be selfish, Share us with your
friends and neighbors. Turn to the back page now for your
subscription blank and news about our offer for FREE-
DPOM's friends and fighters,

Freedom

—_—

Where one is enslaved, all are in chains!”
S— e —

Fublished monthly by Freedom Associotes
53 West 125th Street, Mew York 27, W, Y.

EDITORIAL BOARD: Louis E Burnhom, Yictoria Gaorvin, Ewart Guinier,
Charles F. Howard, Alphoeus Hunton, Robért Lucas, George B. Murphy Jr,

Foul Robeson.
Editor: LOUIS E. BURMHAM

Ve per copy; subscription rote —51.00 & yeor

THE SAME AXE

il
BELLis

Paul Robeson’s Column

{Continued from Page 1)

vile names, all the Uncle Tomming to earn
enough to lead miserable lives,

MY FATHER was of slave origin. He
reached as honorable a position as a Negro
could under these circumstances, but soon
after T was born he lost his church and
poverty was my beginning, Relatives from
my father's North Carolina family teock
me in, a motherless orphan, while my father
went to new fields to begin again in a corner
grocery store, I slept four in a bed, ate
the nourishing greens and cornbread.

Many times, I have stood on the very
soil on which my father was a slave, where
some of my cousins are sharecroppers and
unemployved tobacco workers, 1 reflected
upon the wealth bled from my near rela-
tives alone, and of the very basic wealth
of all this America beaten out of millions
of the Negro people, enslaved, freed, newly
enslaved until this very day.

AND TODAY 1 DEFY — any part of
an insolent, dominating America, however
powerful; I defy any errand bovs, Unele
Toms of the Negro people to challenge my
Arericanism, because by word and deed I
chalienge this vicious system to the death:
because, I refuse to let my personal sue-
cegs, a8 part of a fraction of one per cent
of the Negro people, to explain away the
injustices to fourteen million of my peaple:
because with all the energy at my
command, I fight for the right of the
Negro people and other oppressed labor-
driven Americans to have decent homes,
decent jobs, and the dignity that belongs
to every human being!

That explains my life. T'm looking for
freedom, full freedom, not an inferior
brand.. That explains my attitude to dif-
ferent people, to Africa, the continent from
which we came. I know much about Africa,
and I'm not ashamed of my African origin.
I'm proud of it.

THE RICH CULTURE of that contin-
ent, its magnificent potential, gives me

plenty of cause for pride. This was true of
the deep stirrings that took place within
me when I visited the West Indies. This ex-
plains my feeling toward the Soviet Union,
where in 1934 I, for the first time, walked
this earth in complete human dignity, a
dignity denied everywhere in my native
land, despite all the protestations about
freedom, equality, constitutional rights, and
the sancity of the individual.

The present day sycophants of big busi-
ness, the supposed champions of Negro

rights, can't grow up to the knowledge -

that the world has gone forward., Millions
and millions of people have wrung their
freedom from the robber barons. There is
no more Eastern Europe to bleed: no more

Russia, one-sixth of the earth’s surface, to

enslave; no more China at their disposal,

They ean't imagine that our people, the
Negro people-—forty millions in the Carib-
bean and Latin America, one hundred and
fifty millions in Africa, and fourteen mil-
lions here, today, up and down this America.
of ours—are also determined to stop being
industrial and agricultural serfs, They do
not understand that a new reconstruction
is here, and that this time we will not be
betrayed by any coalition of Northern big
finance barons and Southern bourbon plan-
tation owners. They do not realize that the
Negro people, with their allies, other op-
pressed groups, the progressive sections of
labor, millions of the Jewish and foreign-
born of former white indentured labor,
north, south, eat and west, in this day
and fime of ours are determined to See
some basic change, g

THIS LITTLE PAPER is begun to help
make that determination a realilty, and I
am proud to be connected with it.

I am confident that by your support, vou
will help us make FREEDOM the real voice
of the oppressed masses of the Negro peo-
ple and a true wea pon for all progressive
Americans,
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.|The Negro
“|Speaks . . .

This column will attempl
to recapture and revitalize
the stirring record of the
o | Negro's past. The rulers of
America have hidden or
» | slandered that past because
if it were widely and truly
= | known it would be a power-
ful weapon in the Negro
pepole’s struggles today for
freedom and full dignity and
» | in helpidg to forge united
action of Negro Americans
= | and progressive whites with-
ont which the last vestiges
= | of demoecracy will disappear
from our country,

DUHING SLAVERY times also

the American government
was embarrassed by the con=
trast between its words uttered
for world consumption and its
deeds as practiced in connec-
tion with the Negro people.
Then, too, it banned passports
for valiant Negroez who wanted
to tell humanity the truth.
Some Negroes left without
passports and brought the facts
to the people of England, Ire-
land, France and Germany. A
few, after organized protest
and strugegle, managed to
shame even the slaveholding
- povernment into granting them
passports. One such person was
the fugitive slave, leading Abo-
litionist, essayist and novelist,
Willam Wells Brown. Having
managed to get abroad, and to
obtain a passport, Brown wrote
to the leading white Abolition-
jst, Wendell Phillips, from Lon-
don in 1849, as follows concern-
« Ing passports for Negroes:

“DEAR FRIEND —1 observe
in  the American papers an
elaborate discussion upon the
subject of passporis for colored
men. What must the inhabit-
ants of other countries think
~ of the people of the United

States, when they read, as they
= do, the editorials of some of the

Southern papers against rec-

ognizing colored Americans as

citizens?

“IF COLORED MEN make

« their appearance in the slave
States as seamen, they are im-
prizoned until the departure of
the wessel. If they make their
appearance . at the eapital of
the  country, unless provided
o With free papers, they are sold
for the benefit of the Govern-

= ment.,

“And after they have de-
graded us, sold us, mobbed us,
and done everything in their
power Lo oppress us, then, if we
wish to leave the country, they
refuse us passports, upon the
that we are not citi-
zens! Thiz is emphatically the
age of discoveries; but I will
venture the assertion, that
none but an American slave-
holder could have discovered
that & man born in a country
was not & citizen of It

“THEIR CHOSEN MOTTO,
that ‘all men are created equal,’
when compared with = their
treatment of the colored peo-
ple of the country, sinks them
lower and lower in the estima-
tion of the good and wise of all

- lands."

i (Thiz column is prepared by
Dy, Herbert Aptheker, whose
two-volume Documeniary His-
tory of the American Negro will
Iamm be published.)

NEGRO WOMEN WORKERS

Union Leader Challenges
Progressive America

By VICKI GARVIN
(Viee President, histrihu’tive. Processing and Office Workers)
If it is true, as has often been stated, that a people can rise
-no higher than its women, then Negro people have a long way
to go before reaching the ultimate goal of complete freedom and

equality in the United States.

Latest figures on the job status of Negro women dramatically

point up the inescdpable fact
that they are at the very bot-
tom of the nation's economic
ladder. A glance at the récord
shows that the average Negro
woman in the U.5.:

@ Earns only 513 per week.

@ Is forced into the dirtiest,
least desirable jobs,

@& Puils in abnormally Jong
hours,

By and large, Negro women
today are living and working
under conditions reminiscent
of the plantation ‘era, even
though slavery was ostensibly
abolished by constitutional
amendment some 85 years ago.
When it's considered that seven
out of every 10 Negro women
workers are chalned to menial
service jobs as farm hands,
domestics, ete, Where in addi-
tion to low pay and deplorable
working conditions, human
dignity is least respected, it can
readily be seen that ralsing the
level of women generally and
Megro women in parficular is
an acid test for democracy at
this crucial point in history.

Low Pay in Boom

Even during the peak period
of World War IT when pay en-
velopes were conslidered to be
fatter than ever before, domes-
tic workers, both MNegro and
white, averaged a take-home
pay of only $330 per vear.

In New York Cily, where
one half of all Negro women at
work are domestics, labor offi=
cials admit that the present
average work day is-13 and 14
hours long. In the South, the
gituation is complicated by the
fact that while only 50 percent
of white women workers have
found employment as ¢lerks,
saleswomen and factory work-
ers, Negro women for all prac-
tical purposes are barred from

YICKI GARVIN

these “white gollar” and semi-
skilled jobs. In fact, the Income
of the average Negro family in
southern rural areas is a sub
standard $842 wyearly.

The Negro woman worker,
whether married or single,
faces the additional burden of
feeding one or more dependents
besides herself, As a member of
a family whose average income
in urban ecenters is but %42 a
week, Negro women hive
no choice but to find employ-
ment to help meet basic food,
clothing and shelter needs.

Wife Must Work

In the case of white families,
where the average income is
575 weekly, the pressure upon
children to leave school and
seek work is not nearly so se-
vere as it is among Negroes.
Yet, significantly, more than
half of all Negro college stu-
dents are women. The reverse
is true of white students.

Getting a husband is not the
answer for the Negro woman's
search for security and release
from back breaking foil, for the
proportion of Negro women
who enter the labor force after

Stories for Children

ALMOST HNINETY YEARS
AGO, the people whose an-
cestors had been stolen from
Africa many, many years be-
fore were still slaves to certain
evil men In the South, Men
who believed that a sum of
money was worth more than
the rights and even the life of
2 human being. These men
were slave-holders.

The Megro people who were
held as the slaves wanted only
one thing: to be free. And so0
in every thing they talked and
sang ‘about there were always
the words about “freedom” or
“going home” or “traveling!™
They invented a way of escape
and called it: The Underground
Railroad.

THE “HAILROAD" operated

through “stations'"' of friendly
people, Negro and white, who

were willing to hide % slave
for a minute, an hour, a day
or perhaps a week, until it was
safe for him or her to move
on to a point farther north,
north over the Ohio River,

. Heroes of History
No. 1

across the northern states to
Canada . . . where freedom lay.

S0 at strange hours of the
night in the =slave shacks. or
in woods, or even al noon In
the work fields themselves
there would appear a proud
Negro woman dressed in a fur-
ban and aprons and sometimes
ecarryving a heavy rifle. A woman
who had been born in slavery
and who had escaped to free-

marriage i much higher than
the one out of five rate for
white women. When most Ne-
gro women think about mar-
riage and children, it is almost

foregone conclusion that she
will ‘become a co-breadwinner.

The added income the Negro
wife and mother  provides is
vital, for white men have a vir-
tual monopoly on the best pay-
ing jobs available in the U. 5.
Ninety per cent of all skilled
jobs and 80 per cent of semi-
skilled jobs. Negro men are
thus limited in their opportu-
nities to provide a decent live=
lihood for thelr wives and
famlies, belng restricted to un-
skilled labor and menial tasks.

There iz a big gap between
the income of the MNegro and
the white man, with £3.000 and
over the annual  income of
seven oul of 1. white males,
while only three out of 10 We-
gro men are similarly paid.
Veterans who served together
in- World War II are also paid
on the basis of color; the Negro
GI's paycheck is $20 less, than
that of his white comrade in
arms,

More Broken Homes

Broken homes are another
part of the exorbitant price
Megro women must pay for
their oppressed status. In five
southern citles recently sur-
veyed, 85 per cent of all Negro
working class women were sup-
porting families where the man
of the house was missing. Sei-
ting aside any reserves fop un-
employment, old age, IHness
and accidents s out of the
question for this section of

the population, burdened =s

substandard
jm-

they " are with
woges, job Insecurity and
debtedness,

The familiar “Jast hived, first
fired" policy for Negroes works
a double hardship on women.
Their jobs are immediately
curtailed when slack seasons
and similar “accidents" oceur
in the national economy. To-
day, twice as many Negro

dom in the mnorth, and who
had come back to the planta-
tions to show other slaves the
route. This woman who went
throughout the Southland,
spreading the word of Free-
dom to her people was called:
Harriet Tubman.

THE SLAVE-HOLDERS feared
and despised this brave Negro
woman and put out a 340,000
reward for her, which made her
movements In the South even
more dangerons. But Harriet
Tubman went again and again
o lead her people away from
the terrible life of slavery.

ONCE when she was leading
a group, they came to a river
and the strong, brave people
who had had the courage to
begin  the terrifving escape
looked at the current of (he
waler rushing past, and stopped.

wonten are without work, rela-
fively, asz white women. The
Jack of tralning courses and a
national FEPC makes job
placement even more difficult.

It is an unfortunate fact
that the area where Negro
women are concentrated are asg
yYel unorganized. Emplovers,
therefore,  are. free to . ride
roughshod over these un-pro=-
tected workers. However. in a
few cities, Negro women peneflit
from unions in industries such
a5z food and tobacco, meat
packing, electrical, hotel and
restaurant, laundry, wholesale
wholesale and warehouse, and
white collar = oflices. Negro
women have  participated in
militant struggles to win con-
tracts and beiter working con-
ditions. It is a matier of rec-
ord that where given the lop-
portunity to enter industry
and become a part of the trade
union movement, MNegrdo women
have demonstrated their loy-
alty and ability to tight for the
best .interests of all workers.
Despite tremendous handicaps,
Negro women have fought their
way to the top in many unions.

Historically, il is the burning
desire of every Megro woman
to be free  to live and work in
dignity, on equal terms with zll
other workers. Negro women
are eager (0o undertake a
greater role to give substance
to freedom and democracy, o
help build an Amerlca of peace
and abundance.

It is the responsibility of pro-
greasive trade unions and wo-
men's organizations to spear-
head a militant and far-reach-
ing program-that will:

1. Maintain Negro women im
indusiry,

3. Provide opporiunities fer
training, up-grading and em-
ployment in all categories of
work.:

3. Eliminate wage differen-
tials,

4. Extend coverage of social
welfare legisiation to industries
and occupations now excluded.

5. Fromoie Negro women

leadership at all levels of trade
union actlivity.

Negro working women, with
their long tradition of mili-

tancy, stand ready to be an in-
tegral part of the struggle for

DIOETEsS,
Let's join forces now!

Harriet walked

past the man
who had been leading, raised
her rifle high over head and
waded directly into the water.
She sang:

“Wade in the walter,
Wade in the water, children
Wade in the water!”

and they watched and listened
la the brave woman singing
in the water up to her neck
And they followed her and be-
came free men.'




“for fundamental freedoms for all’

Status of Colonials
Key to World Peace

By ALPHAEUS HUNTON

wphe strencthening
clousness and their

increased efforls Lo gain

of the colomial people’s national cons-

independence and

to win & tolerable existence are one of the characteristic features
of the present-day international siutation,” said a Soviet spﬂ-ke;*s-
man, Dr. J. Lemin, in Decemiber, 1945, “The reluctance of colonial

powers to take into account
fhe movement of colonial and
gemi-colonial peoples for inde-
pendence, their endeavors to
crush the movement by naked
force, their attempt to put the
movement down to mischief-
making or inspiration from
without, all this is one of the
sources of comtinued aritation
in international relations after
fhe defeal of the aggressors.”
Made desperate by the steady
contraction of the imperialisis’
#free world,” by the victory of
ghe Chinese people and the
continuing and expanding free-
dom struggles of other Asian
pnd African mations, the U. S.
government, in response to the
demiands of the most Teaction-
ary minority ol the American
peaple, has advanced from its
role of silent partner of the
Western European imperlalist
powers, content with- arming
and financing their ‘wars
poainst the colonial révolu-
tionaries, te that of aggressive
Jeadership and active pattici-
pation in fthose wars. As an
African leader has said, "The
cold war against the Soviet
Union. and the  democratic
countries amd peoples of the
world is already a hot war as
repards the coelonial people.”

U. N. Responsibility

The colenlal responsibilities
of the United Nations fall into
gwa catepories: foward the 14
million East and West Africans
and the one million Pacific
Islanders living in colontes un-
der the trusteeship system, and
toward the more than 200 mil-
lions living im other colonies
belonging to member states
{the colonies of Spain and Por-
tupal are thus exempb from
UN. jurisdiction). As the u.n.,
through its trusteeship Council,
is vested with special obliga-
tions in relation to the first
category of colonial peoples,
$he administraters of colonles
under trusteeship have been
confronted with the problem
of how te pledge accountability
to the world erganizatien and
in fact evade it

It is too leng a siory to tell
here how the rulers of the
trust tervitories first ebiained
possession of them under the

mandate system alfter World
War I; how they balked at So-
viet demands at San Francisco
for consideration of possible
changes in administrative re-
sponsibility in the territories:
and how at the General Assem-
bly meeting at Flushing Meadow
trustees—Britain, France, Bel-
pium, Australia, and New Zea,
Iand, with the backing of the
United States (whose taking
over of the Pacific Islands as
a trustee came later) laid down
their own terms for adminis-
tecing the territories and forc-
a&d  the Assembly's acceptance
oi the terms with no major
chanpes, despite the fact thag
seores of amendments were
proposed by the Soviet Unlon,
India and other antl-colonial
powers and several of them
had the support of the majori-
ty of fthe UMN. members. AS
the price of getiing the Trus-
teaship System established at
all+ thie trustees insisted om
having. their own way. "

Trustee Powers

T4 is not difficull to percelve
t¥e sound basis for objectiens
te the trusteeship terms in the
light of subsequent events such
as the wvirtual annexation' of
the former mandate territery
of South West Africa by the
Union of South Africa, the ad-
ministrative linking of the
trust territories with adjacent
colonies belonging to the raling
powers, and the allocation of
Marshail Plan funds to develop
African transportation net-
works and ports in view of
what U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State Gearge C. McGhee has
described as “strategic consid-
erations raised by the cold
war.”

Among other faulls in the
terms forced by the trastee
powers wupon the T. N.—and
mare particularly wpon the
people under their rule, who
had mo voice whatever in the
matter—were the failure to set
aay time limit on the duration
of trusteeship and the failure
te provide for the full economic
as well as political indepen-
denee of the colomial peoples
upon the termination of trus-

serpe” of Rockefeller & Co.

caloniss,

The Council on African Affairs, 23 West 26th Sireet, New
which pregressive Americans can
¢ the liberation strupgles of the
Ajrican peoaple. It will welcoms yaur -inguiries and requests

York, isthe agency threugh

demanstrate their support fo

for Jferalowe. i «a .,

The Council on African Affairs

The Council on African Affairs, led by Paul Robeson and
Dr. W. E. B. DuBois, is the one orgarizetion in America that
is- working on a full-iime basis to expose and oppose the
confinued and intensified enslavement of Africa, “lagt re-

The Council’s job is of special importance today because
Africa, like Asin, is in the front line of the struggle for world
peace as the plotiers of World War III strive desperately to
consalidate their control ower imperialism’s

[ ]
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NEWS OF THE COLONIAL WORLD

y

SOUTH AFRICANS being transporied in padiocked,

= =3

caged truck

through the streets of Johannesburg to work in the fields of a

white farmer. The [ew pennies a

day he pays for this forced labor

is turned over to Malan's “white supremacy” government,

teeship—if and when. These
faults were alse challenged by
the Soviet and other deilegates,
but to no avail

The first issue jusi mention-
ed was raised again at last
year's General Assembly meet-
ing, when a representative of
Crechoslovakia propesed that
the trusiee powers should with-
in one year submit “general
plans and an outline” as to
how each trust territory was to
be developed “toward self-de-
termination, self-government
or independence as speedily as
possible,” The .5, Britain,
South Africa, Australia, and
Siam spoke against the pro-
posal. Though it received 29
votes apainst 21 epposing im
the plemary sessiom, il fell
short of the required twe-
thirds majority.

The Trustesship Couneil,
composed of the six tiustee
powers and six non-adminis-
tering states, including the So-
viet Undon, has a rule that a
tie vote means the defeat of
any proposal. Thus, the trustee
powers, by voting together, as
a bloe, can exerclse absolute
veto power.  And _they .have
done so agaln and again.

Tie Vote "Veto'

For example, at the spring
1949 meeting of the Trustee-
ghip Council three proposals by
Mr. A. A. Soldatov, represent-
ing the USSR, were among
several defeated by the tie vote
method. They were recommen-
dations that the trustee powers
“provide for the participation
of the indigenous poplation in
the legislative, administrative
and judicial organs of the Trust
Territory™; that they “bring
about a “transition from the
tribal system of self-govern-
ment based on democtatic
principles,” and that in' view
of urgent petitions from Afri-
cans deprived 'of their lands
in Tanganyika, all former Ger-

man estates in that territory
should come under African
ownership.

Still another important pro-
posal of Mr. Soldatov alb the
came sesston which met with
the unanimous opposition of
the trustee powers was that the
peoples of ftrust territories be
granted the right to delegate
representatives  to  parvticipate
{in a consultative capacity} in
the Ceuncil’s examination of
the: annual reports of -the ad-
ministrating autherities and
other guestions concerning
these territeries. That would be
Yanlawful” “infeasible,” and
would énly cause “confuslon;”

sald the delegate of the colonial
POwers,

U. N. Assembly Acts

With repard to the many
more miilions of colonial sub-
jects outside the trust terri-
tories, the Imperialist powers
have fought bitterly against
the' T. M. having anything
whatever to do with them, The
Charter at least compelled
them to swbmit annual reports
to the assembly on cerbain con-
ditions in the colonies, In 1946
the General Assembly, over
the opposition of the colonial
powers, voted to establish a
special committee Yo examine
the annual reports. This was a
victory for the Soviet and
other delegates who maintain-
ed that the Information reports
should not be “filed and for-
gotten but should serve as the
basis for. constructive U.M. ac-
tion on behall of the subject
mitllions.

Although the 'Soviet recom-
mendations did mnot receive
majority support of the Com-
mittee (divided equally, like
the Trusteeship Commitiee,
between colony-holding and
non-administering states), each
year since 1947 has seen the
advancement of the special
Committee’'s work, with the
spokesmen of the colonial over-
lords finding it more and more
difficult to offer excuses and
defenses for the miserably in-
adequate health and educa-
tional provisions, slave labor
conditions, diserimination, and
expropraton of resources, evi-
denced even In their own of-
ficial reporis.

Africans Are Alert

As for Africa, the many-sided
efforts to sell anti-Communism
to the people of that continent
have also failed. African-edited
newspapers have published se-
rially the text of the Constiiu-
tion of the USSR, for the en-
lightenment of their readers.
An African writes in one of
the Gold Coast, British West
Africa, newspapers:

We have had our glut of
the prolestations of Lhe
Western Democracies regard-
ing the liberly of the individ-
ual and the freedom of all
men. What we demand of
them is the freedom of Afri-
ca NOW. If they fail to ac-
complish this, if would be
rank hypocrisy on their part
to challenge and seek io
destroy Communism.

And the West African Pilol
fa Wigeria editoriatizes: i
Afrith wounders how a west- -

What Do You Know

About Africa

1. Is it true that the Europeans
brought civilization to Al-
rica?

% (Over what strategic war
material of which Africa is
the world's major source,
does the T.5. have a virtual
monopoly?

3. What European powers held
colonies in Africa?

4. What American official has
been very busy this year with
conferentes in various paris
of Africa, and what were the
conferences aboutl?

5. What is the African Demo-
er atie Rally?

6. How large is Africa, what is
the population, and what
proportion of the land and
the people are under foreiga
rule?

{ Angwers on Page 8)

ern world desirons of peace
can find # by planning
against friendship betweem
Russia and Alrica. Africam
nationalism is guite distinck
from Russian Communism,
bul that will not prevent the

best to be learnt from Russia
just as Afriea has learnt
some good things from the
West,

The lesson Alricans are
learning from Russia iz, as one
young MNigerian puts it, “the
amazing degree of human wel-
fare she has brought to her
own peoples and those of her
former colonies in Asia within

the short space of barely
twenty-five years. . . . The in-
tegration: of her 200 million

peoples, speaking over & hun-
dred languages and of various
cultures, into the USSR. is
a marvel, She has abolished
colorial status and has applied
herself st vigorously to the eco-
nomic .and social development
of her backward regions, that
her record in twenty-five years
puts to shame those of some
other countries which hawe
held colonies for over a cen-
tury.”

At the preat World Peace
Conference in Parls last vear,
Gabriel d’Arboussier, leader of
the powerful African Demo-
cratic Union, ftold the assenmi-
bled delegates:

“Az for us, the Négroes im
Africa, when we are threatened
by & certain bogew, we simply
Bay: "We do not know whether
the Soviets want war, but we
can state that so far we can=
not see a Soviet base in the
whole of Africa.

‘“‘We know, on the contrary,
of some which belong to the
United States of America. We
alzo remember that already im
1945, immediatelv after the vic=
tory of the United Nalions, Mr.
Truman delared that the see-
urity line of the TUnited States
passed through Dakar and Ca=
gsablaneca. . . .

“All the anger of the reac-
tionaries directed apainst the
Soviet Union is also directed im
other forms against the cola-
nal peoples. The latter hawve
learnt, thanks toe these reac-
tionaries, that there is a natur=
al alliance between the country
of sociailsm and the oppressed
people of the world.™

o i

Note: The above is o summary
of an article. prepared by D,
Hunton for the special anniver=
sary issue of Soviet Russia To-
Li?,y;_ i Sy 3
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Cultural

By WALTER CHRISTMAS

Caravan

Something New in Harlem

Langston Hughes, in hiz latest worl,

Mkwnc "

“Simple Speaks His

has come nearest to faithfully expressing the attitude

of today’s Negro toward the life he ig foreed to lead in the United
States. This book, though popular when 1t reaches Negroes, has
not received the kind of publisher's build up it deserves and iis

cwrrent popularity has been
achieved mainly by word of
mrouth.

The commitiee for the Negro
in the Arts has taken on the
Job of further popularizing the
work through a “new dramatic-
musical revue” called “Just a
Little Simple” now being pre-
sented at the Club Baron in
Harlem,

Although the committee is
bringing a new audience to Mr.
Hughes' work, itz primary aim
i5 to bulld a permanent theatre
in Harlem where young Negro
artists may have a chance to

perform. It also looks forward:

to establishing, in connection
with the theatre, a eultural
center. where actors, dancers,
epainters, playwrights, musieal
artists and others may have a
ehance to be heard, seen, try
ot new works and draw from
the bubbling font of material
lying untapped in the eulture
and experience of this part of
the population.

Hegroes have, without ex-
ception, been required to work
In these media according to a
white man's conception of what
& Negro should be, how he should
behave and reaet, This iz one
of the concepts the Committee
hopes to destroy though lis
efforts at the Club Baron and,
Izter, through the permanent
cultural center.

The production, “Tust A Little
Bimple” now playing Monday
through Wednesday evenlngs
of each week, I1s & great stride
In this direction. Alice Child-
resg has adapted episodes from
Mr. Hughes' work and sup-
plemented them with two one-
act plays, “Florence,” iz her
own work and the other: “Gre-
cery Store” iz by Les Pine.
She has skilfully moulded this
material into & cohesive umit,
with the heart warming char-
fcter, “Simple” ag the mortar.

Crities Rave

Into this have been intro-
duced musical numbers from
the defi pen of Robert Lissauer
and dances choreographed by
Donald MceKHayle, Incidentally
who danced the male lead in
the show, left for Broadway's

“Bless ¥You All" and his role has
been taken over by Alberf Pop-
well, With the enthusiastic re-
ception from the metropolitan
press and the raves of the first
night audience, it was clear
that the originally scheduled
three week run would have to
be extended. At thiz writing,
the production will run well
into. November and, with con-
tined community and organi-
zational support, ean run much

beyond even this date.

Clarice Taylor, wheo reveals
herself a fine actress with tre-
mendous depth of feeling and
understanding in the part of
the mother in Miss Childress®
one aect “Florence,” leaves
nightly at curtain for a mid-
night to six-AM. job. Elton
Warren, who first came to the
attention of theatre going au-
diences In the role of Cindy
Lon in "Carmen Jones"” which
she sang for fewr years, has
not been seen on Broadway
sinee. Broadway's loss is re-
vealed each night by her woice
ared performance in “Simple”
This young woman, because
Broadway has no dignified
place fer her, now works dur-
ing the day as a receptionist
for RHandom House, the pub-
Bshers., Her husband, Ernest
Warren, ls the show's pianist
and musieal director.

Henneth Manigault, who is
just so right Im the part of
Simple worked as a bank teller
until he opened in the Broad-
way preduction of Henneth
White's “Frelght.”

These are the kind of peo-
ple the Committee appeals to

and iz able te attract. Each
individual in the company is

‘s superior performer and artist

who has been forced to find
other means in erder to earn
2 livelihood. The situation ean
be alleviated with eur Negro ar-
tists, The Committee has staried
forth on the read to a solu-
tion of this problem. From here
on the job is up to the people
of Harlem, neighboring com-
munities and all ethers inter-
ested in the true flowering of
Negro culture Jn gur nation,

“SIMPLE,” played by Kenneth Manigauit, and hiz girl friend
Joyce {Elom Warren), in a scene from the musical “Yust a Eittle
Simple.” The play, based on characters created by Langzton
Hughes, ks produced at Club Baron in Harlem by ihe Commitiee
for the Negro in the Aris. The review is direcied by Alice Child-

Fess, noled aetress and playwright,

The Air is Alive with Peace

By ESTHER LACY

The anguished ery for peace
la universal—although here in
the States the ery has been
somewhat muted by the war
drums sounding on our radios
and plcture screens and in
NEWSPRPEers,

When I was in Europe this
summer I feit peace in the air,
ithe lack of tension, War Is not
inevitable for them, nor is
peace a word to be spoken in
hushed, frightened tones over
there,

In Franee, the econcentration
camp tatioo number is still a
common sight; one meets the
survivors of Hitlerlsma in all
walks of life. I met a woman
who i on ihe borderline of
sanity. The Nazis puolled this
woman's hair out strand by
strand, kicked in her teeth and
threw her into an insane asy-
twm  although she was com-
pletely sane. Now she wanders
around in the twilight world

skirting the edge of sanity, her
hungry body asking only for
peace and a chance to Hve a
normal life, Tn a world In
which an lise Koch ie set free,
la there any wonder this we-
man's mind is shaken?

In the south of France T mek
4 woman on the beach whe
looked like the bathing beauly
we o often see in our Sunday
magazine sections. Her brief
bathing sult showed a body
bronzed and tanned by the hot
Mediterranean sun, seemingly
a pleture of 3 woman who had
never known real trouble, Yet
there i= bitterness in her volee;
her husband and brother were
taken by the Nazis for a “labor”
gang and never seen again.
Bhe fought with the French un-
derground, survived bombings,
hunger, invasion, now she
wants enly to live out her life
in peace. Ask this woman io
relive the nightmare of war
again and she will think you

POEM
By Lorraine Hansberry
Somctimes
Walking in the streets in this lond

Where, even the lights ore cold
lond it's thew)

The dust wells up
And the filth of the guiter
Flies in your eyes and
Gels in your mouih
tthat you feeh

I s
Jobless land,
Where the sun is fiightened
(like o motherless ehild),

Sometimes then,
I see Africa
Al sun and besutifel
lalundi, alunya)

The wire hair, the hommered

jewelny 2
Uncovered flosh,
Movement of the free

tolundi, elnuyel.

Zometimes | dream Africo,
And  Africo  sings: soft  Africa
sounds of me
{olundi, olundi]

And then, my Africa screams:
And | see the blood ond
I feel the tears and
Smell the sweat,
And then,
The Africa of me
Wooeps,
Soft Africa sounds of me
telundi, alunye)
And then my Africe shouts!
focomogosiat)
Then, there sre only Hhe shreats
again,
Where the sun i frightened,
{OCOMOGOSIAY),

Are mad,
'.:I- the souith of Franee
e was a of the
Youth Mthmm'tf FPeace,
Strong and yeung ang fough,
they came from sl over the
world, especially from coun-
iries that had baown the
Iron beot ef the Nazi goose-
step. Their generation grew
up during the last war, they
were raised on devastatiom,
and now they are ready to
fight, for peace. When they
read of American Congress-
men saying Ameriea will snp=
ply the arms for an Atlaniie

Fact and the Europeans will

supply the soldiers they cam
only tap iheir heads and
Izugh with amazement, fer

they have ne intention of be-
coming eannon fodder,

There are to0 many graves
in Europe, recent graves: there
the desire for peace is alive,
unguestioned, and the strong-
est faetor in everyene's life,

Atlanta: Schools Can’'t Be Separate and Equal Too

ATLANTA, GA.
By ROBERT LUCAS
The fght for equal educa-

tional opportunities Inm the
Zputh had shifted from the
wniversity to the grammar
£chool.

While some gains have re-
cently been won en the under-
graduate and graduate levels,
permitting Megroes to attend
state owned colleges and uni-
wersities, Negro children in the
Bouth are stil! jammed into
evercrowded classrooms, and
denied their rightful share of
tax-supported educational fa-
cilities,

Parenis File Suit
To end this “separate  bud

‘ pual” Dixle-type school set-
| E§, a law suit has been filed by

= | Hegre parents here, demanding
Fiq :

equal rights for their children.

This legal action Is designed
to end five years of buck pass-
ing by the Atlanta board of
education, which has refused
even to acknowledge receipt of
petitions filed with It by Negro
citizens in December, 1945, Sep-
tember, 1948, February, 1949
and April, 1949,

The suit, filed by the Na-
tlonal Assoclation for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People,
reauests the U8, Distriet Court,
Northern Distriet of Georgla, to

" . . Is5ue 4 permanent in-
junction forever restraining
and enjuining the defendants
« « « Ivom denying, failing er
refusing to provide to plaintifis
and ether Negre schoel chil-
dren in the Cliy of Atlanta, on
acceunt of thelr race and eolor,

rights and privileges of attend-
ing public schools where they
may receive educational oppor-
tunities and advantages and
Tacilities equal to those affected
to white children in the City of
Atlanta.”
Effecis of Jim Crow

Pointing out that the parents
of the Negro pupils ave tax-
payers who help support public
institutiens, ihe Ilepal brief
argues that the Jim Crow edu-
cational system “is a denial of
the equal protection of the laws
guaranieed by the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Canstitution
of the United States and is
therefore, unconstitutional and
yoid™

In sepport of their case,
the Atlanta parents eite the
appalling cortrast between

“white"” and "Negro™ educaiion
in Atlanta. The figures show
that:

While approximately 20,000
Negro pupils attend elementary
and secondary schouvls worth
some 55,000,000, 32000 white
pupils attend schools evaluated
at $17,000,000—miore than three
times as much!?

Althoungh Atlania mainiaing
54 grade schools, Negrees are
barred from all but 14 of them.

Out of 10 high schools, enly
iwo are provided for Negro
pupils,

Bemand Equal Righis

The plaintiffs, reads the brief
filed with the Court, “bring this
action in their own behalf and
in behall of approximately
20,060 Negro children atterding
the publlc schools of Atlamta,

Georgia, and thelr parents and
guardians similarly situated Sl
they are so numerons ss to
make it Impracticable to bring
them all before the Court."

The Georgia State Constita=
tion, Arlicle VIII, Section i,
provides:

“The provision of an ade=
guate education for the citizens.
shall be a primary obHgation
of the State of Georgia, the
exipense of which shall be pro=
vided by taxation. BSeparate
school shall be provided o
the white and colored race.”

This final sentence, the basis
for the state's Jim Crdw school
system—lis the target of the
Negro people of Atlanta and
their ehildren, whe ate des
manding their rights as Arerls
ean citizens NOW, :
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FREEDOM’S MAIN LINE

by Louis E. Burnham

WAS TALKING to a fellow the other day about the new

McCarran law, misnamed the “Internal Security Aect”
He said he hadn’t read much about its provisions because
“the papers lie so much I just read the comies and the sports
pages and forget about the rest of that mess.”

But as 1 described the provi=
gions of the law to him, his in-
terest picked up and suddenly
he sald, “Why, they're just try-
ing to do to white folks what
they've been doing to Negropes
for more than 300 years!™

Now my friend iz quite a
smart fellow, and there's an
important germ of truth in
what he says. But his state-
ment has to be taken with a
number of imporfant amend-
ments.

FIRST when “they" start
treating “white folks" just like
they've been treating Negroes,
It =zimply means that Negroes
are poing to be ftreated worse
than they have ever been
before.

Second. the "they" iz not just
gome undefined group of indi-
viduals who have acquired a
mysterlous power over Ameri-
can life. The “they” are tha
trusts, big bankers, and inter-
national cartel Interests who
buy out the legislators and
were the main backers of the
bill )

Third, the “white folks" who
are Intended as victims of the
law are not all “white folks™
but specifically those Ameri-
¢ans who are COUTAREeOUs
enough to open thelr mouths
or joln an organization, or sigh
a petition, or partiicpate in a
delegation, or attend a meeting
to fight for peace in the world,
good jobs at decent wages al
home, and full eguality for
Negroes. They are the American
progressives.

Let us remember that the
year 1919 will - always be re-
membered with shame because
the povernment ran hog-wild
over the prostrate body of the
Constitutlon with the Palmer

raids which resulted inm the
jailing’ of radicals, liberals,
Fanarchists” and “Bolsheviks™

from one end of the country
to the other. And this is the
same yvear which James Weldon
Johnzon deseribed as the Red
Scourge because of the blood
of thousands of Negroes which
flowed in the streets of 24 cities
where race riots occurred.
NMohody expects that . the
Metropolitan Life Insurance
Co., which maintains what Is

Stuyvesant Town housing pro-
jeet in Mew York with the
blessings of tax - exemption
which the Democratic city gov-
ernment and the Dewey-domi-
nated state government have
conspired to permit—nobody
expects that this giant concern
is going to be cited as a menace
by “the BSubversive Activities
Control Board. And nobody be-
lieves that Congressman Wood
of Georgla, who sponsored the
bill in the House, would be the
author of a measure desgined
to label as subversive the in-
sults, violations of constitu-
tional rirhts and countless
depradations which his own
Governor Talmadege, daily visits
upon the Megro citizens of the
soverign Peach State.

THE BILL is drawn and will
be administered by our enemies
to catch our friends.

And the MeCarran law is
aimed at us, as Negroes, too.

IT'Ss AIMED at the Negro
preacher who dares use hisz
pulpit to invoke the wrath of
God against the burden his
people are forced o bear In
this “land of the free It
is aimed at the Negro mother
who doesn't like the idea of
her dark son shooting down
brown Indonesians, yellow
Chinese and black Africans in
the vears ahead, and is willing
to de something to reverse the
government policy that's head-
ing in that direction. It's almed
at the Negro worker who thinks
that a white man who shares
his work-bench and believes in
equality is pgood enough to
share his table, and zo0 invites
his friend for an evening of
supper and talk about common
problems or just “things in
general.”

It's aimed, In short, at every-
thing decent in American life.
1f It succeeds it will take us
one piant step toward a fasclst
state and push Negroes deeper
down toward slavery and mass
lynching.

American Negroes ought to
be in the forefront of any
movement to nullify the ef-
fects of the MeCarran bill and

What Do You Know

About Africa?

1. Absolutely false. Civilization
in Africa pre-dated that in
Europe, having [lourished
along the lower Nile Eiver
more than 6000 years ago.
There were highly developed
kingdoms and cultures in
East, West gnd South Africa
long before the Europeans
came to Africa.

2, Uranium, produced mainly
in the Belpian Congo, goes
into the making of America's
stockpile of atom bombs.

1. Great Britain, France, Bel-
gium, Portugal, Spain and
Italy  (Somaliland under
trusteeship).

4. George MecGhee, Assistant
Becretary of State for Near
Eastern and African AfMairs,
has been busy conferring
with European officials re-
garding the more intensified
exploitation of African re-

(ANSWERS)

sources and problems of
transportation and bases in
preparation for World War
IIL.

5 One of the most poweriul
and militant African organi-
zations fighting for African
Advancement, freedom, and
world peace. Founded In
1948, it is composed of a mil-
lion and a. half members
throughout French West and
Equitorial’ Africa, Gabriel
D'Arboussier .is one of its
outstanding leaders.

8. Africa’s - area iz 11,710,000
square miles, four times the
gize of the US, and even
one-tenth larger than Asla,
not including the USSRH.
93 per cent of Africa and 85
per cent of the 180 million

inhabitants (except Egypt,
Ethiopia and Liberia) are
under non-Africa rule.

-

DON'T MISS!

Beginning in the Mext lssue of FREEDOM—

Three. Big Serial Features—

(1) The Strange Case of George 5. Schuyler.
{2) The Megro People and American Trade Unionism,

by Ewart Guinier,

(3) Guilty As Charged!—The American Frame-Up System,

by Robert Lucas,

r

‘Hordes’ and

Are Coming:

“Tougher, harder, stronger
and far more disciplined, bet-
ter trained, better led' soldiers
are essential if the United
States forces are to meel suc-
pesstully the hordes of Asia or
armies of barbarians such as
they fought in Korea."

So writes Hanson W. Bald-
win, mniilitary “expert of the
New York Times, which pub-
lishes all the news that's fit to
stink.

Thers waz a horde of barbar-
ians around Calera, Ala, the
other day, chasing down a de-
fenseless Negro in the swamps.
We wonder when somebody is
poing to get tougher, harder
and stronger about these =0-
called civilized Americans.

And we're sure that HNegroes
won't fall for the "whikte su-
premacy” filth which Mr. Bald-
win emits to slander the peo-
ples of Asia fighting for their
liberation from these same rep-

‘Barbarians’

Baldwin

lization.”

The leaders of this “civiliza-
tion™ are taking us back to the
cave-man age with their atom-
bomb shelters, their regimenta-
tion of society, and their at-
tacks on subject peoples.

We doubt that the people
will let them succeed.

.J_H

still essentially a Jim-Crow to repeal It altogether. resentatives of “"Western civi-
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(Continued from Page 3)

didate for U.5. Senate from
New York, said:

“So today we are bidden
to haie communism, when
what we must hate is war.
We are called subversive
when we try to think and act
as human beings and not as
puppets. If we attack segre-
gation in the Army or eivil

Lk

life, we are called traitors lo <

America, . . ."”

L] L] L]

FIRST BOOKS,
NOW PICTURES

When Boston's Mayor John
B. Hynes recently panned a
portrait of Paul Robeson from
an exhibit of famous Hegroes
at the Boston Museum of Fine
Arts, the noted arbist counter-
attacked:

“The Mayor of machine-rid-
den Boston” . .. 1s attempting
to “forbid the free cltizens of
the proud Bay State to look at
my picture. . He shall have
his headlines, but if his alm iz
to erase from the hearts of the
people the kind of  life lor
which I work and speak, he
shall not have his objective. . ."

THERE'S A REASON

Mr. John Brophy, just re-
turned from a trip to 11
countries in Asia, trying to
organize councils of his so-
called International Confed-
eration of Free Trade Unions,
is cornered by what he calls
spationalism” among trade
unionists In Asia—they seem
to want their countries to be
independent!—and the news-
papers “invariably" pictured
the U.8. as an imperialist na-
tion set on controlling Asia.
Ferhaps Mr. Brophy over-
looked the fact that some of
the Asian unionists might
have heard that in America
the AFL is inclined toward
holding conventions in Jim
Crow hotels in Southern
cities, and that in Mr. Bro=-
phy's own CIO union halls in
the South have been known
to have drinking fountains
marked “colored” for Negro
members. . ..

L L] L

REMEMBER WHEN?
FPEARL BAILEY, the singer
with the eloguent hands wants
to kEnow whether folks remem-=
ber when you used to give your
shirts to the laundry instead of
the butcher and the grocer.

i

.

Lk

by,

ki

by




