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With the Readers 
x 

FEBRUARY—the month of American 
heroes’ birthdays. And one of them we 
want to write about—a neglected Amer- 

WE refer to George Washington, the 
Father of His Country 
HE is long dead. The cities bear his 
name, and his monuments and statues 
throng the land, He is in the school- 
books, the songs, and the poems, and the 
children are taught to revere him. There 
was never such a dead hero as this man 
‘of stone who is very far away. 

  

  

    

AND in recent years we have honored 
him in a new manne: busied 
ourselves with his pri e have 
learned of his sins and his dissipation. 
His economic motives and. machinations 
have been made plain, He has been 
whittled down to his biographer's size 

   

  

  

WE have found the man of stone to be 
a man of common clay. He is very far. 
TRUE, a hundred and fifty years make 
quite @ jump. We strain our eyes into 
the future, when war itself will be his- 
tory and Fascism a few pages in the 
books. And the man, woman and child 
af that no doubt happier day are very 

  

We cannot reach them. So it is with 
General Washington, How can we of 
the United States of America, the world’s 
oldest democracy, go back, back, back to 
the time when there was no U.S.A. and, 
further, no Democracy in the world? 
‘Then We must put ourselves in the pos 
tion of a man who had many ties of edu- 
cation, tradition, family and friendship 
with the old order of British aristoc- 
racy. What pressures weighed upon him, 
what doubts and misgivings plagued him 
fon the road of the American Revolution 
for independence and this new and un- 
tried theory, Democracy? Victory for 
the Americans was by no means assured, 
and certainly George Washington was 
rno reckless adventurer. 

    

  

      

  

THE. British were vastly superior in 
munitions, in trained troops, in all the 
military elements. They seized and oc- 
cupied the key cities. They won most of 
the battles. General Washington  re- 
treated, striking in a guerrilla type of 
warfare, retreating again. He had the 
people and an idea. There was Valley 
Forge. Would it not have been more 
comfortable in the society of London? 

   

GEORGE WASHINGTON faced the 
future like a Stone Mountain sculpture 
IT is perhaps idle to speculate as to 
what a historical figure would do in our 
‘own time. But one cannot but observe 
that the Democracy established at Valley 
Forge is gravely menaced by a new and 
more terrible feudalism. And we have 
seen that Independence won by the Man 
Of Stone, now threatened by those of the 
Fascist Axis who are enslaving nation 
after nation. From across the seas come 
‘open orders as to what our president and 
Congress must do to retain the favor of 
the Nazi Reich 

‘We are reaching a situation where we 
can understand the life of George Wash- 
ington, Not alone the man of monuments, 

cent figure of weaknesses 
ings. But the command: 

in-chief of the American Revolutio 
Army, the hero of Valley Forge, and the 
first president of the world’s first democ- 
racy. May his spirit be in us! 
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Walter Levy kisses his sister Gertrude as the little refugees from 
Hitler reach the United States 
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The Contributors 
* 

A. F, WHITNEY, president of the 
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen, is 
ot a newcomer to our pages. 
B. F, McLAURIN is international field 
‘organizer of the Brotherhood of Sleep- 
ing Car Porters. 

  

JAMES B. CAREY, president of the 
United Electrical, Radio and Machine 
Workers of America and secretary of 
the Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions, is probably the youngest leader in 
the field of labor. 

JEAN LYON, whose work is widely 
Syndicated, has to the best of our know!- 
‘edge the honor of writing the first article 
telling Americans how and why to boy- 
cott Japanese goods. The article ap- 
peared in The Nation in October, 1938. 
‘Miss Lyon was born in China, a grand- 
laughter of one of the earliest mission 

aries to go to that country. She addressed 
the Pittsburgh Congress of the American 
League. 

   

  

    

LELAND STOWE has been for many 
years a foreign correspondent for the 
New York Herald-Tribune in Spain and 
elsewhere. His most recent assignment 
was the Pan-American Conference in 
Lima, Peru 

  

  

JOSEPH BRIDGES’ work has ap- 
peared in New Masses and other publi- 
cations. He has done reviews for THE 
FicHr from time to time. 

  

LOUISE BRANSTEN writes from San 
Francisco that her article on Mooney 
was written in the attic of Charles Fick- 
ert’s house (where she now lives)—at 
a time when the government was forced 
to take over the assets of the Dollar 
Steamship Company because they were 
financially incapable of operating, and at 

e when “Herbert Fleishhacl 
former arbiter of political destinies in 
the state of California, had been publicly 
disgraced for misappropriation of funds 
in the administration of his bank.” ‘The 
point being that Fickert, the Dollars and 
Fleishhacker were three of the leaders 
in keeping Tom Mooney in jail. Crime 
doesn’t ps 

   
  

   

     

    

  

    

LEWIS MUMFORD, the well known 
writer, is the author of Techniques of 
Civilization, Culture of Cities and other 
books. 
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‘ongress for Peace and     

  

NEXT month we will have an announce- 
ment of a plan for increasing the circu- 
lation of THe Fiowr by many thousands. 
The perspective for the next year, as 
outlined at the American Congress, is to 
double the circulation of the magazine. 
We are confident that this can be done, 
but it will take a mass movement. We 
hope that every single reader will con- 
stitute himself a committee of one to 
build THe Fionn, by selling subserip- 
tions and by introducing the magazine to 
organizations and individuals who do not 
know of us at present. Please remember: 

it’s your magazine! 

  

  

WE think our contributors will agree 
with our taking a few lines of their space 
to remind you to wire your Congressman 
today, in behalf of lifting the embargo 
‘against the Spanish Republic. 

    



     

   

    

    

   

  

   
   

     

                        

     

   

  

    

    

        

     

   

            

   
     
    

    

   
    

     

   

AMERICAN 

4 

The Navis in America 

  

ARE the pogroms in Germany which 
have shocked the world to be repeated in 

‘America? Is an effort being made here to 

bring about a Fascist régime? 
‘We have learned that long before any 

overt act, aggression begins with pre- 
liminaries of propaganda, subsidized pene- 
tration, the loosening of ties of good will, 

stirring of prejudice and the incitement of 
disunion.”” 

With these words President Roosevelt 
in his message to Congress plainly des- 

cribed the activities of the Nazis in 
destroying the independent Democracy 
of Czechoslovakia. Other nations have 
been similarly weakened with the “sub- 
sidized penetration” of the Rome-Berlin- 
Tokyo Axis 

Is the United States immune from this 
penetration? Or are Hitler’s agents here 
actively carrying out the preliminaries 
referred to by the President? 

Just off the press, “Nazi Penetration in 
America” is a definitive study of the Ger- 
man-American Bund and other sections 
of the Nazi movement in the United 
States. What are the Nazi organizations 
here and how do they operate? Who are 
their friends? Where are their centers of 
strength? What camps do they maintain? 
What about their activity in stirring 

Semitism and race hatred? 
Nazi Penetration in America,” by 

Abraham Chapman, answers these ques- 
tions and many more. The American 
League for Peace and Demoeracy is proud 
to be able to distribute this pamphlet at 
only five cents a copy (and with reduced 
rates for bundle orders). We urge you to 
buy a copy for yourself; we urge you to 
see to it that your friends receive copies; 
we urge that you arrange for large num- 
bers to be circulated in your locality. 

Nazi Penetration in America” gives 
a most timely warning of the activities 
which threaten the security and peace of 
the people of our country. It reveals the 
subversive agents who would overthrow 
our democratic government and make our 
nation a puppet of the Unholy Alliance. 
You cannot afford to miss, or to let your 
riends miss, “Nazi Penetration in Ameri- 
a” (five cents a copy). 

   

      

  

  

       

  

  

  

    

    

  

  

    

    

      

    
   

        

  

  
  

        

  

  

OTHER PAMPHLETS 
‘Two other pamphlets dealing with Nazi activi 

f Czechosloval 

  

     

        

on of the ( d points the lesso 
prevent a recurrence (Five ¢ 
Jews,” by James Waterman Wise, is timely in view of rece 
‘8 program by whi 
back Fascism. 
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Fight 
February, 1939 

Organize for Freedom! 

The American people must defend their free and peaceful way of life from the 

. Address of the president of the Brother- 

hood of Railroad Trainmen to the American Congress for Peace and Democracy 

enemies that threaten within and without 

  

By A. F. Whitney 

   
  

T IS FITTING that the American Congress 
I for Peace and Democracy open its sessions with 

a labor rally in our nation’s capital. The Ameri- 
Bill of Rights, embodied in the United States 

Constitution, guarantees every citizen the right to 
petition his government for a redress of grievances, 
and it is by virtue of the sanction of that privilege 
that we assemble near Capitol Hill to voice not only 
our grievances, but our aspirations as well 

Our revolutionary forefathers were also met in 
Congress many years ago, to express their resent- 
ment against a tyrannical government which sought 
to carry through a ion without rep- 
resentation. I refer to the historic Stamp Act Con- 
gress of 1765, held in New York City, the spon- 
taneous crystallization of organized opposition by 
the Colonists against a measure directly threatening 
their libe King George was compelled to re- 
peal the hated / colonies, writes one 
historian, the “repeal was hailed . . . by as joyful 
a demonstration as could have greeted the deliver- 
ance from ages of cruel oppression.” 

  

      

     

  

    

   
   

A Congress of Defense 
Unlike the Stamp Act Congress, however, the 

American Congress for Peace and Democracy has 
assembled not to censure the government for oppres- 
sive measures, but rather to defend the government 
and the people from dangers which threaten from 
within and from wi As in 1765, there are 
indications that our freedom is under attack; indeed, 
the Democracy which was established more than a 

a half ago is, without a doubt, now 
the test of survival. For within the last few 

years an ugly spectre has arisen to plague the world 

     
  

    

  

       
In A. F. Whitney's absence due to illness, Byrl Whitney reads his address to the Congress 
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Photos show, from left to right, at top, Dr. Max Yergan 
of the Committee on African Affairs and Howard 
Costigan of the Washington Commonwealth Federation; 
in middle picture, Jerry J. O*Connell of Montana with 
the Rey. Charles Webber of the Methodist Federation; 
bottom, the Rev. Herman F. Reissig of the North Amer. 
ican Committee and the Rey. William B. Spofford, vice 

chairman of the American League 

and it now threatens to engulf 
disease is Fascism, . 

In a very real sense the American Congress for 
Peace and Democracy is a national “health” confer- 
ence dedicated to the proposition that the diseases 
of war and Fascism shall not take hold here. On 
the contrary, the lot of the American people must 
be peaceful and democratic, and, so far as this Con- 
gress is able to organize the forces for peace and 
Democracy in the United States, we shall truly fight 
for these ideals until we are successful in wiping 
out the enemy 

‘The enemy is within our gat 
without our gates. Paradoxical as this may seem, 
nevertheless an examination of the problem of 
American Democracy today will justify the ac- 
curacy of this description and, more particularly, 
will point the way out 

In an atmosphere of individual freedom and initi- 
ative, the vast natural resources of this country were 
taken in hand and a nation was built. The “good 
‘old days” are remembered for the atmosphere of 
“living” which permeated the scene. We were “go- 
ing places”: constructing new cities, developing the 
great West, building railroads. Jobs were plentiful. 
‘And periodic depressions were overcome by expan- 
sion in new directions, It was a joy to live in free 
America. ‘The streets were not exactly paved with 
gold, as the immigrants had been told, but some 
Main Streets were very close to it! 

‘The economic machine had broken down several 
times before 1929, but it had started up again. 
Something always happened along to give it a push 
free land, new industries, new foreign markets. 
‘These possibilities were not available when the 
crash came in 1929—an event foreshadowed by miss- 
ing cylinders in farming, mining, and textiles. 

Stranded in midstream, the American people flew 
in the face of precedent, and changed horses. ‘The 
new mount, the donkey, was at any rate sure-footed, 
and the road to recovery is uphi 

This is not the place to evaluate in detail the 
achievements of the New Deal Administration, nor 
to point out its errors. Suffice it to say that it has 
lifted us from the Slough of Despond and has given 
us new hope: It fed the hungry. Tt encouraged 
the organization of labor. It made a beginning in 
the direction of socal security. Above al, it recog. 
nized the truth that our economic system can oper- 
ate successfully only when the people are provided 
with sufficient purchasing power. 

Labor's New Deal Gains 
Labor's accomplishments under the New Deal are 

of more consideration, because where labor 
succeeded in obtaining recognition, fair working 
conditions, higher wages, and shorter hours, there 
the people prospered most. Under the stimulus of 
the Roosevelt. Administration, organized labor 
surged forward to extend the advantages of collec- 
tive bargaining to millions of hitherto unorganized 
and helpless workers. Whereas before, a mere three 
million workers were organized; now there are 

cht million within the fold. 
‘The efforts of labor met with much opposition— 

including violence—on the part of the reactionary 
employers who considered themselves the king-pins 

America. That 
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in a feudal America. In instances too numerous to 
cite, there were violations of the workers’ rights of 
assemblage, free speech, and free press. The Liberty 
Leaguers made desperate attempts to curb union 
growth. ‘They refused to meet employee bargain- 
ing committees legally set up under Federal statutes. 
‘They fired employees who showed they were union 
conscious. ‘They hired scabs to break strikes and 
hugs to crack skulls and labor spies to foment dis- 

cord among the rank and file, 
‘The reactionary National Association of Manu- 

facturers counselled its members not to obey the 
famous Section 7 (a) of the National Industrial 
Recovery Act, When the NRA was declared un- 
constitutional by the Supreme Court, the robber 
barons gloated. They fought the Wagner Act 
tooth and nail, Eminent lawyers advised employers 
to ignore it. They yelled “Dictator,” when the 
President attempted to unpack the Supreme Court. 
“Stop thief!” shouts the crook as he joins the crowd 
in hot pursuit of himself. 

‘The open-shop automobile industry had to be 
struck by the employees in order to obtain recogni- 
tion, The strike in “little steel” was broken by 
official terror. Labor will never forget ex-Governor 
Davey's use of the National Guard, nor shall the 
memory of the Chicago Memorial Day massacre be 
erased from our minds, 

But despite company unionism, despite terror and 
bing and labor spies, American unions made sig- 

nificant advances. For the first time in history the 
feudal strongholds of auto, steel, and rubber were 
challenged and the ramparts conquered by the peo- 
ple’s hosts. For the first time a depression, namely 
that beginning in the fall of 1937, failed to scatter 
the ranks of labor. Industry-wide wage cuts did 
not become the order of the day 

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

Toward Labor Unity 

‘There were some setbacks here and there, due, 
in part, to the unfortunate split in the ranks of 
labor. "But, happily enough,’ we now perceive a 
ground-swell of feeling for labor unity, such as will 
soon carry with it the practical methods by which 
it will be achieved. ‘The election victories in Cali- 
fornia and Washington, the best examples of labor 
unity in action, should make us ever more zealous 
to promote unity elsewhere. 

‘The approach of the 76th Congress was fanfared 
by blasts from Tory trumpets heralding major at- 
tacks on the National Labor Relations Act and other 
important gains of the New Deal. Surely this must 
make every friend of labor redouble his efforts to 
bring back harmony in the family household. United, 
labor will be able to beat back every frontal and 
flank attack directed by the captains of industry and 
their Wall Street generals of finance. Divided, 
labor will fall back under the heel of a dictatorship 
as ruthless as those dictatorships which outlawed 
labor unions in Italy and Germany 

Let us not forget that Tom Girdler and Henry 
Ford are not altogether unacquainted with the use 
of force against their employees. It was no accident 
when Hitler presented Ford with the Order of the 
German E: rendered.” It is no 
accident that Henry Ford’s Japanese plant subscribes 
to Japanese war bonds. 

Not only must labor seek harmony within itself 
but it must especially win the friendship of the 
farmers and the great American middle-classes—the 
shopkeepers, the professionals, and the small business 
men—whose hopes and desires are closely akin to 
the aspirations of members of trade union 

In the final analysis, what does labor want? Labor 
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E HAVE met at a time when the whole 
world is troubled and in turmoil. Conflicts 
in various areas of the world in varied 

forms mark the life of mankind today. ‘These con: 
flicts center around the assertion of rights and an 
effort to establish these rights. 

‘On the one hand there is the claim of the right 
of self-determination by smaller nationalities, and 
‘on the other, the great power nations insist by the 
might of arms to fulfill their so-called manifest des- 
tiny in terms of imperialistic expansion. 

Totalitarian states, under the dynamic drive of 
Fascism and Nazism, assert their right to establish 
hegemony over new territory and peoples regardless 
of the international pacts and commitments against 
expansion through violence and war. 

The democracies of the world, recognizing this 
threat to peace, assert the right to settlement of 
international disputes through conference and ne- 
gotiation. 

Within the boundaries of our own country there 

Rights of 
the Negro 

The Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Port 
ers (A. F. of L.) representative told 
of his people’s struggle for equality 

By 
B. F. McLaurin 

are grave conflicts that focus upon the question of 
rights, Tom Girdler of the Republic Steel Com- 
pany claimed the right to refuse a contract to work- 
ers in his plant as an instrument for the settlement 
of industrial disputes in peace and harmony. ‘The 
trade union movement, including the American 
Federation of Labor, the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, the Big Four Brotherhoods and 
bona fide independent labor organizations, demand 
the right of collective bargaining for the negoti 
tion of agreements concerning rates of pay and 
rules governing working conditions. 

It is apparent that the great struggles that have 
shaken and transformed the structure of society have 
arisen over a conflict of rights set forth by rival 
groups. 

But what are rights? Rights consist in the privi- 
lege of enjoyment and use of the things, agencies 
and forces that are either the product of the genius, 
talent and ability of mankind or of nature. Though 
rights are not something that one can see or hear, 
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they are inherent in the ability of peoples and indi- 
viduals to be seen and heard, to live and develop. 

‘The Negro's struggle for rights did not begin 
upon the American continent. 
and brave paramount chieftains in the wilds of 
‘Africa fought for the right to be free men against 
the slave traders. Millions of black men died in 
the struggle to maintain the independence of African 
states against the invasion of the modern exploiting 
forces of predatory capitalism. History is replete 
with dramatic stories of intrepid African slaves 
defying the vicious “Middle Passage” in their 
plunge to the freedom of death in the seas. During 
the quarter of a thousand years of the slavery of 
the Negro people in America, countless insurrec: 
tions and revolts were carried on by black slaves, 
thousands of whom perished seeking a freedom they 
never knew. Black eighteenth century slaves never 
ceased to fight for liberation. In the early nine- 
teenth century the challenge of the slave masters by 
the Negroes in bondage continued unabated in de- 
termination and fury. 

Who does not know of the heroic and glorious 
martyrdom of Denmark Vesey, Nat Turner, 
Gabriel, and many others, as a result of battle for 
liberty in the dark night of slavery? Nor did bli 
men fight alone. Negro women like Harriet Tub- 
man and Sojourner Truth, the former of whom will 
ever live in the memory of the Negro people for her 
matchless deeds in building the underground rail 
road for the escape of Negro slaves from the blister~ 
ing lash of Simon Legree to the North and Canada, 
fought side by side with black men. 

Even during the fierce struggle of the Civil War 
when the outcome was uncertain from the point of 
view of the Union forces, well nigh a quarter of a 
million black slaves pleaded for arms that they might 
help turn the tide of battle. ‘The outstanding cour- 
age of these men will stand as a fine and everlasting 
testimony of the Negro's share through blood and 
fire in making the Union strong and permanent, and 
the abolition of chattel slavery certain. It was the 
immortal Frederick Douglass, matchless fighter in 
the abolition movement, with William Lloyd Garri- 
son, Wendell Phillips, Lovejoy and Sumner, who 
counseled the immortal Abe Lincoln in the wisdom 
of placing the slaves under arms. 

In stirring and relentless voice and the power of 
pen, the great leader of the Negro people, Frederick 
Douglass, like a Pilgrim of old, went throughout 
the land and even erossed the seas, preaching to all 
races, nations and creeds of the iniquity of human 
bondage and that the slave masters should let his 
people go. 

Finally the institution of slavery was broken down 
by the Civil War. Millions of slaves became freed- 
‘men, but not free men. Negroes in the period fol- 
lowing the Civil War, known as the Reconstruction, 
assumed some free status. But the Civil War had 
not brought to the freedmen the status of free 
farmers. They had not become independent work- 

Only during the Reconstruction period was 
there any participation in government by black men. 
‘The Civil War had not won for the former slaves 
the real right of suffrage, the right to vote and be 
voted for in the Southern states. Nor was educa- 
tion free, except during the brief period of Recon- 
struction, during which time the foundations of the 
public school system of the South were established 
by black men. 

thus, an elaborate system of legislation and extra 
(Continued on page 24) 
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    Make Democracy Work 

To preserve a free nation, our government must enable the people to realize 

their right to work... Address of the secretary of the Congress of Industrial 

Organizations and president of the United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers 

    MOCRACY today faces a challenge more 

and women have had their freedom taken away 
from them, their right to organize, their right to 

ment of their material and cultura indards of life. 

forces, and we feel a sense of horror and fear. 

    

  

  

By James B. Carey 

standards driven down and our people hurried into 
wars of aggression and conquest 
the things we have seen happen to the people of 
Germany and Italy and Japan happen to our 
people, 

We won't let them happen here—not while we 
bor movement and while we are 

in and extend the Democracy we 
we are de. 

We woulda’t be worthy 

we don’t want 

  

have a strong 
able to 
have already 
termined on these points 
of the trust that the working men and women of 
America have put in us if we weren't determined 

  

   ained. As labor people 

At left, Dr. Harry F. Ward and James B. Carey; Louis Weinstock (Painters), Sol Fishko (Paper Handlers), David 

      

But we need more than determination to drive 
Fascism back from our homes and our factories 
and our farms, We need understanding of how our 
Democracy works, of what its functions are and 
should be, and also of the causes and the workings 
of the enemies of Democracy. We need to under- 
stand very clearly our own part in shaping the 
government under which we live so that it remains 
‘our servant, so that it does not become the tool 
of the enemies of decent living standards and cult- 
ural and spiritual values. 

What is the function of the government under 
which we live 

    

  

  

Organized labor sees it in very 

Dorkin (UERM.W.A.), M. A. Lekofsky (Carpenters) 
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definite terms 
nomic security to the working men and women 
of the nation, It must guarantee the opportunity 
to work, at decent wages. It must provide the 
means for a constantly rising standard of living, 
to be enjoyed by all the people. We have a tre- 
mendously rich country, with endless possibilities 
of advancement. Our 
our scientific achievement are the highest in the 
world. ‘The working men and women of 
country know how to use this equipment. ‘They 
know how to mal 
and wants, and they are ready and willing to make 
them. 

Government must guarantee eco- 
  

   

  

  

chnical equipment and 

his       

e the things that America needs 

  

Function of Government 
In modern society, itis government that must see 

to it that the nation takes advantage of these op- 
portunities, that itis able to exploit its own resour- 
ces. This can only be done in a Democracy. If 
wwe have any doubts on this point, all we have to 
do is to read the stories that filter through even 
the strictest censorship showing the extent to which 
the standards of living of the German and the 
Italian and the Japanese peoples are constantly 
driven down under Fascism, Only the other day 
the New York Times—whose Berlin correspond- 
ent is not a fanatical anti-Nazi—earried an item 
about the working day in Germany which had just 
been lengthened to ten, twelve and more hours, 
with no iner 

  

  

  

      se in wages and no overtime ps 
In another story we read about a Nazi decree put- 
ting 400,000 women and girls into forced labor, 
at less than subsistence wages. 

‘This sort of thing is a small part of what F: 
cism does through the power of government over 
the people. With it of course goes a complete loss 
of freedom, of the right to organize, to speak your 
‘own mind on subjects that concern you—or even 
on those that don’t concern you. 

How did these things happen in Germany and in 

  

  

   

the other countries where Fascism has fastened 
itself on the people? ‘They happened for the same 
reasons that can make them happen here. The 
German people didn’t deliberately choose to sacri- 
fice their liberties. ‘They lost them because the 
government that preceded the Nazis failed the 

and let Fascism in, 
The German republican government failed to 

carry out the function of government that we were 
discussing a minute ago. It failed to provide security, 
it failed to provide jobs, to make the resources of the 

man nation available to the people. We have 
to face this fact. A sizable part of the German peo: 
ple, after years of unemployment, of mass misery, 
were ready for the illusion of Fascism, hey listened 
to the promises of the Nazi orators, and in hundreds 
of thousands joined Hitler’s storm troops—hoping 
that the promises would come to reality. 

We know and the German people have learned 
that these promises were an illusion. The Nazi 
leaders knew it all the time, They hadn't the slight- 
est intention of carrying them out. And more impor- 
tant, the real masters behind the Nazis hadn't the 

any of their promises 

    

  people, 

   

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

slightest intention of carrying 
out. But the. point is there that a large section of 
the German people were tricked into believing them. 

Make Democracy Work 
Well, we can’t let that happen in America. We: 

talk a great deal about our liberties and the blessings 
‘of our Democracy in this country, and we should 
talk about them. When we look at the Fascist na~ 
tions in Europe and at Japan we have a right to 
boast about the freedom of our country. But we 
have to do more than boast about it. We have to 
make it real, in every economic and social sense. 

The unemployed don’t want platitudes. They 
can't eat musical phrases. ‘They can only eat if they 
have jobs, at decent wages, under decent conditions. 
Peopie are less interested in the principles of Democ- 
racy if they are constantly haunted by the much 

  

more concrete fear of actual starvation, A man 
whose family is wasting into sickness and starvation 
in front of him is concerned with food and clothing, 
and shelter and he is concerned with getting these 
things quickly, in the simplest way he thinks they 
can be found 

We might as well realize, too, that an unemployed, 
hungry worker is much easier material for the per- 
suaders of Fascism than the man who has a job and 

a chance to support his family. Democracy and free- 
dom aren't just abstractions. They are very concrete 
things that can only are treated real- 
istically. ‘They won't work in a vacuum. 

‘This isn't. an easy task. We have plenty of anti- 
democratic elements here in our own country that 

t_us at every step, that are already fight- 
ing us. These people are to be found amongst the 
employers—not amongst the workers. It is their 
traditional anticlabor, anti-Democracy policy that 
makes our job of defending and improving our insti- 
tutions all the more difficult, and all the more neces- 
sary. Anti-labor employers have for years functioned 
on the theory and the practice that labor is always 
wrong and business always right. It isn't the radi- 
cals that anti-labor businessmen bleat about so much 
that are the enemies of Democracy—it is the labor- 
hating employer, the boss who won't bargain, who 
tries every shady trick he knows to break union 

   
  

survive if they   

  

will fj 

    

  

See what has happened since Iabor began getting 
more of a fair break from government, in the past few 
years. Big Business and its mouthpieces have shouted 
themselves hoarse about the evils of government. 
To listen to the opponents of the Wagner Labor 
Relations Act, to those who yell about spending and 
relief and government interference in business, you 
would think American employers were all anarchists, 
who believed in a utopian state where everybody 
could live without the need for rules or regulations 
of any kind. 

  

(Continued on page 25)   

‘At left, Rockwell Kent of the United American Artists and Loh Tsei; at right, Robert Morss Lovett with Herbert Biberman of the Hollywood AntivNaci League 
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Y THE time the newsie had 
B reached the door of the Rialto 

lobby he had his Hearst papers 
relegated to the bottom of his stack. 
“Mooney pardoned,” he shouted. “And 
it ain't no Hearst paper, neither,” he 
would add as you stepped closer. “A 
guy out there,” he said, thumbing to- 
ward the outer door of the theater, 
“gave me the bird when I handed him 
a Hearst paper.” Somebody told him, 
then, about the Newspaper Guild 
strike on Hearst’s Chicago papers, and 
someone else gave him a short and 
snappy speech on Hearst and Fascism, 
By the time the newsie was five feet 
within the threshold of the Rialto lob 
by, he was doing the telling himself 

No one could stand inside that lob- 
by for two minutes without learning 
something while the American Con- 
gress for Peace and Democracy was in 
session there. 

“{ thought I knew something when 
I came to Washington,” one delegate 
said, “but when I walked through 
those doors, I realized I was a babe in 
the woods.” 

      

From the Painters’ Union 
‘That was a man from an A. F. of L. 

Painters Union local. His name was 
Roderick Johnson, and he came from 
Cleveland, It was his first American 
League Congress. “And,” he said, “I 
pledged a donation from my local with- 
cout authority, because when my union 
really finds out the truth—that this 
Congress is the biggest threat the war- 
lords have ever had—I know the union 
will not hesitate to mail a check.” 

Just standing in the lobby, you heard 
news of strikes and lockouts 
of housewifely gossip... . word from 
China, Czechoslovakia, Spain. 

“1 don’t want to catch you buying 
any Silver Cup Bread,” a dark-haired, 
pleasant-faced young man was saying 
fon one side of me. His delegate's badge 
read “Abe Scholnick.” He's active in 
Local 50 of the Bakery and Confec- 
tionery Workers Union, A. F. of L. 
He was buttonholing everyone he could 
find at the Congress to tell them about 
Silver Cup Bread. “The union's try- 
ing to get sixty-two locked-out work- 
cers reinstated there,” he would explain. 

“And so I says to my boy, Sol,” 
came from the other side of me, “you 
can’t go out with a girl who wears silk 
stockings. Not while I'm your Mama, 
‘And so his girl, she wears lisles now, 
and my Sol’s in a club, and none of 
the boys in his elub goes out with 
girls in silk stockings any more.” This 
came from a large homely woman, 
with a careworn face. She looked as 
though she were carrying on a one 
woman battle against Japanese ag- 
gression 

‘A group of Chinese nearby heard 
her remarks and started to talk to her 
‘They told her of word they had re. 
ceived from China, that reported sick 
friends unable to get through the red 
tape of finding room in a hospital be- 

  

  

  

  

  

10 
    

The People 
in the Lobby 

The Congress delegates talked of 

strikes and stockings, of China and 

Cleveland, and they were more 

representative than a Gallup poll 

By Jean Lyon 

cause Japanese control forced them to 
pledge allegiance to Japan before they 
could have wounds bandaged or opera- 
tions performed. 

An Unemployed Girl 
‘Then came a low young girl's voice 

from another direction, and I edged 
over that way. “I'm unemployed now,” 
she was saying. “I had a job as a coil 
winder with Westinghouse, but I went 
away last summer for six weeks to the 
industrial summer school at Wisconsin 
University, and now they won't give 
me my job back. Of course I suppose 
it was partly my union activity, too. 

Michael, the youngest delegate, gave an interview to the press 

  

But the union is fighting for me.” Her 
badge said she was Pauline Comanesa. 
She told me she came from Cleveland, 
and was a delegate from a Y. W. C. A. 
industrial club. She was thin, boyish- 
looking, with a strong, alert face. She 
thought the Congress was swell. She 
had been to the one two years ago in 
Cleveland, and since then she had been 
talking peace and Democracy to the 
other girls in the club. This time she 
brought two other Y. W. C. A. indus- 
trial girls with her. “It’s their first 
time, and they are awfully excited 
about it,” she said. 

‘The other two, she said, were Betty 

  

Schroeder and Margaret Sanders. Bet- 
ty never had been out of Ohio before. 
She's a finisher on men’s clothing 
out of work. Margaret, who works for 
the National Carbon Company, had to 
get back to Cleveland in time to go to 
work on Monday morning. The three 
girls came to the Congress on $50.06, 
which they raised by collecting pennies 
“We collected 4,006 pennies,” Pauline 
said. “And then the clubs donated 
$10.” 

Just then a deep rich voice behind 
me was saying, “But they ought to have 
a Negro worker—either a clerk or an 
organizer—in every union office.” I 
turned around to meet Frank McDon- 
ald, a tall distinguished-looking Negro, 
with a bit of gray in his hair. “I'm a 
veteran of the sitdown strikes,” he told 
me, He belongs to the United Auto 
Workers, Local 208. He works in an 
aluminum factory, making aluminum 
parts for cars. 

‘There's always been discrimination 
against Negroes in the auto industry, 
he said. “We're the first to be laid off 
in the slack seasons, except for a couple 
of Uncle Toms who are kept for 
show.” ‘The union is changing things. 
“T used to make 45 cents an hour be- 
fore the union,” he said. “Now I get 
8234.” The Congress—his first—was 
the “finest thing I've seen yet. It is 
helping to liberate the one-third of us 

« « the minorities.” 

  

Petitions in the Lobby 

  

e people passing around petitions 
to be signed in that seething Rialto lob- 
by, were interesting. A small, attrac- 
tive blond girl was passing around a 
petition protesting against the lay-offs 
in the Federal Dance Project. She was 
a dancer herself. You could tell by the 
way she moved. Fara Lynn was her 
name, and she was a delegate from the 
American Dancers Association. She 
had spent a lot of time training to be 
a dancer of modern dances. She studied 
under Martha Graham. She studied 
in Europe under several of the most 
important exponents of the modern 
dance. She had danced at the New 
School for Social Research in New 
York. She had danced for the Federal 
Dance programs, “where seventy-cight 
thousand people have been able to see 
dance performances who could never 
have seen them otherwise, because they 
couldn't have afforded to go to regular 
dance recitals,” she explained. And she 
dreads, along with the other dancers on 
the project, the drastic slash which has 
been threatened. 

‘Then there was the blond, weather- 
beaten-looking fellow who was getting 

tures for the petitions to lift the 
nish embargo. “Just call me Dip- 

py,” he said. Dippy was a veteran of 
the war in Spain. He had been wound- 
cd three times. His walk was jerky 

He was a seaman, He's still active 
in the union. He came originally from 
North Dakota. “Just an ordinary guy,” 

(Continued on page 28) 

   

    

   

  

February 1939, THE FIGHT 
  

    
     

    

  

    
   

      

    

    

   
    

  

    

      

  



rsyth of the national executive board of the American League; James A. Webster of the Hotel and Restaurant Workers, Lionel C. 
ALCP. and the Reverend David Licorith of the Baptist Ministers Conference of New York; and Dr. Walter Judd 

The delegates of seven 
million gathered at the 
American Congress for 
Peace and Democracy 

Youth Congress 
ith Steve Nelson backstage 

Below, from left to right, Alice Barrows of the sgton League, John T. Bernard of 
Furniture Workers; the Reverend Jo 

innesota and Morris Watson of the Newspaper Guild; Charles Crisanti of the 
ison of the Committee for Better thools in Harlem and Professor Eugene Holmes of Howard University 

  
 



        

F I HAD them, I would distribute medals this 
month as follows: First, to Premier Juan Ne- 
grin of Spain for that magnificent appeal for 

which he broadcast to America in the midst of 
‘one of the worst aerial bombardments which Bar- 
celona has ever gone through. Several months ago, 
you may remember, Fascist bombers succeeded in 
destroying a Loyalist transmitter over which Ne- 
grin was trying to speak to the United States. This 
time, thanks to the government's anti-aircraft, artil- 
lery and pursuit planes, the Italian and German 
killers could not reach their objective and tossed 
their bombs helter-skelter into the crowded streets. 
“We denounce such crimes as were committed 

an hour ago,” the premier cried at the end of his 
talk over the Columbia network. “The bombard- 
ment, the most terrible up to now in Barcelona, 
hhas brought mourning and sorrow in this last eve- 
ning of the year on the greater part of the popula 
tion, Up to the present moment, we know there 
have been over thirty dead and over eighty wounded. 
‘Ambulances are still picking up the victims and 
carrying out their humanitarian work while I talk 
to you. Meanwhile we are showing the world that 
justice and right will help defend us.” 

Second, to President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
‘America’s No. 1 radio personality, for his almost 
direct reply to Premier Negrin when, in his ad- 
dress to the new Congress, he declared that our 
neutrality law was working grave injustices to 
democratic countries and should be changed forth- 
with. And let's not forget Roosevelt's ringing 
challenge to the dictator nations delivered in the 
same address and also his previous activities in ar- 
ranging for the shipment to Spain of America’s 
surplus wheat and for the extension of vast credits 
to the embattled Chinese people. 

   

    

   

  

  

  

Rebukes to Coughlin 

HIRD, to Neville Miller, president of the Na- 
tional “Association of Broadcasters, and to 

Cardinal Mundelein of Chicago for their stern re- 
tions of the vicious and repeated attacks upon 

the Jews which are being made by that unnatural 
father, Coughlin 

“The right of free speech,” Miller said, ‘is a 
right which extends to every American citizen, It 
is a right which broadcasters interpr 
quiring that equal opportunity be available for the 
expression of honest divergence of opinion. But in 
administering this responsiblity, we must also be 
cognizant of the fact that radio by its very nature 
reaches all classes of our fellow citizens, regardless 
of race, religion or conviction and that there is no 
obligation to broadcast a speech which plays on 
religious bigotry, which stirs up religious or racial 
prejudice or hatred. Such a speech is an abuse 
of the privilege of free speech and unworthy of 
American radio, 

“No obligation of free speech or of public ser- 
vice could justify broadcasters in allowing this 
great new social force to strike at the harmony of 
the nation, In a country of many races and many 
religions amicably dwelling together, broadcasts in- 
citing racial and religious hatred are an evil not 
to be tolerated. In these troubled times through- 
out the world, there is a great need for national 
unity, and in ‘the hearts of the vast majority of 
‘our people I believe there is a great yearning for 
unity... . 

“The responsibility to accept or to reject broad- 
cast material is one placed squarely on the shoul- 
ders of the American broadcaster. It is up to him 
to evaluate what is and what is not in the public 
interest. This is a responsibility the American 
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people have delegated to him in his license to oper 
ate a radio station. The National Association of 
Broadcasters will defend his right to discharge that 
responsibility.” 

In the light of that ringing statement, it seems 
strange indeed that Frank R. MeNinch, chairman 
of the Federal Communications Commission, has so 
far ignored Dorothy Thompson’s letter asking him 
for a statement on the Coughlin scandal and point- 
ing out that Allen Zoll, who organized the pic 
ting of station WMCA and the pro-Coughlin rally 
in New York, works hand in glove with Fritz 
Kuhn and the German-American Bund, 

Fourth, to Donald Flamm and the staff of 
WMCA for their steadfast refusal to broadcast 
further speeches by Coughlin despite the pressure 
brought to bear on them. This station, one of the 
most liberal in New York despite its original error 
of accepting the series in the first place, deserves the 
wholchearted support of every liberty-loving Ameri- 
can, It is interesting to note that right in the midst 
of the Coughlin controversy Pope Pius blessed 
WMCA's fine 4ve Maria program, which has been 
running for five years. 

Fifth, to WHN and to WMCA and other sta- 
tions throughout the country which have presented 
or are organizing Refugee Theaters of the Air: 
WHN, New York, originated the idea and its pro- 
gram featuring artists who have fled from tl 
wrath of Hitler and Mussolini, is outstanding. 

Sixth, to William S, Paley, president of C.BS., 
for his contribution of $15,000 to the Federation 
of Jewish Charities. The amusement world has 
pledged itself to raise $225,000, most of which will 
go to the refu 

  

  

   

    

       

      

Save the Radio Division! 
EVENTH, to the Federal Theater Radio Di- 
vision, with the earnest hope that the govern- 

ment’s present plan of firing 45 of the 168 workers 
in that brilliant outfit will not be carried out, The   

  
    

F-T.R.D. is now producing fifteen shows weekly 
fon the networks and local stations. Men Against 
Death, heard over Columbia and based on the books 
of Paul de Kruif, is one of the Radio Division's 

Others which have 
ic of 

most outstanding programs. 
gained nation-wide approval are Tish, The 
America and Drums. 

  

Recently the Division has branched out into an 
important new field, that of producing recorded 
dramas for use by various government agencies. The 
Housing Authority has employed these records in 

‘The Social Security Board also 
has made good use of them as have hundreds of 
schools throughout the country. The F.T.R.D. 
must not be wrecked. Each reader of this column 
is urged to appeal to Congress for its preserva- 
tion and expansion. 

Eighth, to the Federal Trade Commission for its 
ruling that Grove's Bromo Quinine will not cure 
colds and that Mentho-Mulsion, manufactured by 
M. L. Clein & Co,, of Atlanta, Ga., will not stop 
coughs. ‘The companies have been ordered to cease 
making such false claims over the air. 

its fight on slums. 

   

  

   
‘Ninth, to the American Communications Asso- 

ciation and the American Federation of Radio Ar: 
tists for the fine work they are doing to unionize the 
radio industry. You'll hear a lot more about them 
this year. 

Tenth, to the nine engineers of station WABC, 
New York, who are being transferred to remote 
parts of the United States by C.B.S. as punishment 
for the part they took in organizing the American 
Communications Association at that station last 
year. An unfortunate N.L.R.B. ruling held that 
the A.C.A, could not have an election at WABC 
alone, but that the balloting must be done in all 
‘of Columbia’s stations. ‘The union won hands down 
in New York and Washington but lost in other 
cities where it had had no opportunity to organize. 
So now the radio industry has a refugee problem 
of its own, 

Eleventh, to the new program produced weekly 
over C.BS, by the Screen Actors Guild of Holly- 
wood. All the great names of the film world are 
donating their services to this elaborate series of 
broadcasts, the proceeds of which go to aid old, ill 
or unfortunate members of the amusement world 

Twelfth, to Orson Welles for his Columbus Cit- 
cle speech against the Nazi atrocities and also for his 
splendid Mercury Theatre and Playhouse broad- 
casts. Welles is producing some of the most effec- 
tive current dramas, and his War of the Worlds 
served as a warning to the nation. Incidentally, the 
Martian program was chosen by a poll of 150 editors 
as one of the dozen best news stories of 1938. 

Thirteenth, to N.B.C’s Great Plays series. It 
rivals Welles’ productions and frequently surpasses 
them when Orson tries to do comedy or farce, 

Fourteenth, to Arturo Toscanini, that staunch 
anti-Fascist, who has just come back to N.B.C. with 
his splendid orchestra. 

Fifteenth, to members of the New York Philhar- 
monic-Symphony who recently played their 300th 
concert over C.BS. 

Sixteenth, to the ubiquitous Saturday Night Swing 
Club even though it is now heard at the ridiculously 
early hour of 6:30 P. a4. 

Seventeenth, and last, but by no means least, to 
the Columbia Workshop even though it keeps jump- 
ing about like a flea. When last caught it was 
‘on C.B.S, Monday at 10 p, mt. and was presenting 
Forgot in the Rain, a drama of an air raid on Bar- 
celona as told by William Merrick, an A.P, cor- 
respondent, 
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It was about the way the great part of peo- 
ple in this country have to live and what the gov- 
ernment is trying to do about it. ‘hat slums exist 

murdered in tenement fires was the feature of New 
York papers when four people lost their lives just 
the other da Progressive housing legislation has 

low cost housing projects throughout the country 

within certain limits to present honest facts without 

dustry make the presentation of honest facts almost 

whole reactionary. To the owners of Hollywood 
the dramatization of the plight of one third of the 
population of this country is nothing more or less 
than a method of inciting to riot, and therefore 
taboo. To them the famous excerpt from President 
Roosevelt's second inaugural address— 

  

  

  

  

  

      

I sce millions of families trying to live 
meagre that the pall of family disaster hat 
day by day. I sce millions lacking the means to buy ¢ 
products of farm and factory and b werty denying 
work and productiveness to many other millions. I see 
one third of an I-housed, illclad, ill-novrished—     

is simple Roosevelt and Democratic party propa 
ganda, And what's more, you are not even per- 
mitted to give the President credit for that state 
ment. As if the restriction of the moneyed interests 
and the distributors weren’t enough, the Hays office 
steps in and says (for instance) that you can’t refer 
to an old-law tenement as “a dump.” 

  

Recently Walter Wanger, the producer of Block- 
fade, issued a fine statement in defense of Democ- 
racy. He ended with: “We must make more im- 
portant pictures; more pictures based on modern 
thoughts, moods and standards. We must support 
experimental pictures which advance our art. We 
must give the screen its proper importance and 

    

Mowes 
An important picture presents 
dramatically the plight of the 
ill-housed third of our nation 

  

recognition,” Nevertheless, he hasn't a 
any plans for the production of the anti-Fascist 
Personal History, and Samuel Goldwyn still keeps 
the Vera Caspary-George Sklar scenario, Exiles, on 
the shelf. In spite of the other progressive tenden- 
cies in Hollywood, the production of independent 
social films is still difficult there. 

After all, picture-making is not a matter of 
geography. ‘Three of the best pictures of 1938, 
Grand Illusion, Professor Mamlock and The Cita- 
del were made in Paris, Moscow and London. And 

William K. Howard is finishing his Back Door 
'o Heaven and Producer Harold Orlob has just 

completed his film version of . 
nation... at the Eastern Service Studios in Astoria. 
Both films will be distributed by Paramount. 

  

   

  

one third of a 

+++ 0ne third of a nation... 
UNDOUBTEDLY 2 great many people will 

greet... one third of a nation .... with reser- 
vations, especially in-the light of what I’ve said 
above. The documentary nature of the play was 
not suitable for a “popular” movie—according to 
the rules. In order to circumvent these obstacles, 
Oliver H. P, Garrett used a conventional plot 
Lief Erikson is the rich landlord of a block of East 
Side tenements. Sylvia Sidney is the girl of th 

    

  

  

  

  
Some of the signers of Hollywood's “Declaration of Democratic Independence.” From left to right (standing) 
Claude Rains, Paul Muni, Edvard G. Robinson, Arthur Hornblow, Jr. (behind Robinson), Helen Gahagan, John 
Garfield, Gl 

  

ria Stuart, James Cagney, Groucho Marx, Aline MacMahon, Henry Fonda and Gale Sondergaard; 
Geated) Myrna Loy, Melvyn Douglas and Carl Leemmle, Sr. 
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slums, Myron McCormack, who also lives in the 
slums, completes the triangle. But this shouldn't 
seare you, since a conventional plot structure should 
not stand in the way of saying something important 
or dramatic. This film does have important things 
to say. It says them about housing and poverty. 
Its theme is that landlords of fire-traps “should be 
in the penitentiary or worse.” It offers (in the 
scene where the District Attorney is investigating 
the cause of a fatal tenement fire) evidence that 
there are 67,000 fire traps in New York. In many 
respects the picture is bolder than any other com- 
mercially-produced film. 

How many American movies have admitted that 
poverty exists in the United States? Toward the 
end of the film, Mr. McCormack says (to Miss 
Sidney): “Make up your mind, baby. The Con- 
stitution says we can pursue happiness. It doesn't 
say anything about catching it. ‘Turn any city in 

this country upside down, like a rock, and you'll find 
us underneath—the poor—like grubs . . . all of us 

= white and sick-looking. .. .” 
‘A motion picture that is as important and has 

so much to say as... one third of a nation... is 
duty-bound to do more than make a statement. It 
should say it dramatically and with imagination. A. 
film that is about New York slums should be able 
to present a forceful and profound picture of those 
slums that would fill the audience with horror and 
indignation. Director Dudley Murphy has failed, 
to a large extent, in many of these things. ‘The 
entire film h air of detachment and super- 
ficiality about it which prevents it from reaching 

at emotional heights. The dialog is unin- 
i—a very unusual thing for a Garrett script. 

there was a time when the mere presentation of 
social or progressive ideas on the screen was enough. 
But the American cinema has passed that stage. 
Independent progressive film production has. too 
much at stake to allow that. ... one third of a 
nation... had the opportunity of being much more 
than an important social film; it even had more than 
the duty to entertain and inspire the audience, That 
is the reason for this criticism. It is a film that 
should not be neglected in spite of its faults. 

  

  

       

  

    

  

    

    
  

Current Pictures 
HE BEACHCOMBER (Mayflower-Para- 
mount): Eric Pommer, the famous producer 

of early German silent films, and Charles Laughton 
formed their own company in London. This is the 
first of their efforts to reach the United 
Adapted from a Somerset Maugham short story 

derelict and a couple of missionaries in the 
as, it looks like a cross between a satire on 

Rain and the early Laughto Lanchester ex- 
perimental film, Day Dreams. It is cute and coy 
and at times vituperative at “meddling missionaries.” 
Te also contains too much of a chauvinist attitude 
toward the natives for comfort 

Zaza (Paramount): This old standby is back 
again minus the famous can-can (Hays office says 
no!). Claudette Colbert is gay and sentimental. 

Kentucky (20th Century-Fox): The same race 
track film you saw last week or last year, but this 
time in “glorious” technicolor. 

Phe Lady Vanishes (20th Century-Fox) : By the 
time you read this, the picture will have reached 
most of the neighborhood houses. Rush right out 
to see it. The best mystery-spy-melodrama that 
Mr. Hitchcock has made in years, and Mr. Hitch- 
cock is certainly an expert. It almost has a social 
and anti-Fascist point of view. At least it permits 
you to read that into it 
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AND men called statesmen gave us peace 
Peace of a kind the world had never seen before. 
Peace, with unprecedented armies grown Gargantuan, 
With millions mobilized from cradle to the grave. 
Peace, where skeletons alone can scoff at bayonets; 
Where coffins yawn and corpses, still unburied, shout triumphantly 

“We are the dead! And only we shall lie in peace. 
Blessed be death. 
Its bones are far too thin to grip a gun. 
Ir has no hands with which to maim, to agonize, to kill 
Down with all living and to hell with life! 
We are the dead, and we alone have peace. 
Hurry, brothers! Hurry! 
‘Ten million grinning skeletons shall soon throw off 
Their pallid masks. 
Up death! Up death! 
Speed the world’s end, all you who live to die; 
For in its end you, too, at last shall find your peace.” 

So speak the dead. 
But men called statesmen have no need 
For admonitions such as these. 

      

‘The nations and the peoples ery for peace 
Peace in our time, oh Lord. 
Peace, with Fascist bombers dumping tons of nitroglycerine 
Upon Valencia and Barcelona and Madrid. 
Peace, with German and Italian airmen sowing death 
‘Through Aragon, Castile, Cordova to the sea. 
Peace, with peasants’ houses pulverized 
‘And human bodies ground to quivering pulp, 
Like meat for sausages. 
Peace, with women’s breasts and entrails 
Scattered on ten thousand refuse heaps. 
Peace, with the brains of children spattered, 
Blue and white and red, 
On cobblestones and broken walls 
While Paris, London, Washington 
Lift no official finger, 
Speak no word of protest 
Lock their lips and turn their heads 
In silent, crimson shame. 

  

  

  

  

Let us have peace. 
Peace in our time, oh Lord. 
Peace that permits to you and me our simple task 
Peace in our little lives 
Peace for all those who do not look or read or think 
Peace for all those who dare not speak. 
Peace, with half of China rivered deep in human blood. 
Peace, while the conquerors lop heads from cowering shoulders 
In the alleys of Shanghai, Peiping, Hankow 
Peace, with doll-like Chinese children 
Blowing blood-red bubbles; 
With men and women crying for a crust of bread 
And crawling, dog-like, into hovels 
Where the flies and lice and greedy ants 
‘May feast upon their wounds. 
Peace, with machine guns spittin 
Bullets ripping madly through the flesh of brother men 
Whose folly is so great 
They still would rule themselves or die. 
Peace, while a kindly distance saves our nostrils 
From the stench 
Of bodies rotting, slowly rotting 
In the too-bright su 
Peace for the Might-Makes-Right, the super-civilized. 

and daily joys.   

  

THE FIGHT, February 1939 

Let us have peace, oh Lord, 
Peace without honor, without hope—and without peace. 
Peace, with Vienna handed to Herr Hitler's Huns; 
Peace for those ruthless murderers whose swords alone 
Have brought them power, 
Who so must live by swords thrust home. 
Peace, which in Bohemia stamps out the flame of freedom 
And sends countless thousands to their doom. 
Peace with self-government wiped out. 
Peace, with a bitter burning hatred rampant on the earth. 
Peace, with iron heels and mailed fists. 
Peace, with oppression, 
Peace, with torture. 
Peace, with rape. 

   
Heap up the arms, the bombs and cannon, 
Heap them up to mocking heaven! 
Pile them upon the cringing flesh of women, men and helpless babes. 
Pile up a thank-offering to dictators, to arrogance and might; 
‘A monument to human greed and cowardice and impotence. 

‘A glittering funeral pyre to statesmen who would save their skins. 
Heap up the arms and pile the corpses high! 
“Phe dead of China, Spain and Austria and the rest— 

ap them together, all in one, 
Phe iron and steel and blood and putrid flesh. 
Phen we shall have a worthy tombstone 

For the promises we dared not keep, 
‘A fit memorial for craven words and craven hearts 
‘Ah, what a perfect ossuary for the noncombatant lives 
We would not move our lips to save. 
Posterity? 
Posterity shall speak to other ears, not ours! 
Posterity may stand aghast and write the epitaph 
Of those who thought they still were free. 
But we who live today, 
‘Oh we shall build a monument of guns and skulls and babies’ bones 
For Us, 
‘The craven and the free, 

    

  Let us have peace—and peace at any price! 
Peace, such as this that we have bought 
‘And think we shall not pay for in the end. 
Peace that costs nothing. 
Peace that costs nothing 
Save the torn intestines, blood-soaked pulp 
Of other nations’ men and women, 
Other people's boys and girls. 
Let us have peace that they- 
The dead, the maimed, the brutalized and starving— 
Peace that they alone have bought. 
Peace, by their fortitude and valor and their blood 
Peace in our time, oh Lord, 
By grace of bleached and gaping skeletons 
Whose price, a million hells, was long since paid. 
Let there be peace for us, the living skeletons, 
Whose price has now become too terrifying and colossal 
For our cringing souls and shrivelled minds to comprehend. 
Peace without honor, without justice, without law. 
Peace without courage, peace without freedom. 
Peace with ears shut, with eyes averted and lips sealed. 
Peace now, at any price! 
Peace in our time, oh Lord, 
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But still, Clyde wondered, what sense was there in a 

farmer living in town? .. . A moving story of the 

plight of our farming people in a time of depression 

By Joseph Bridges 

id. 
“Yeah, they sent word by Joe.” Carl left the 

    
  

  nk his tomato juice and poured 
ing back?” 

    

he 

  

    

ym the living-room,   

“Te probably will, yes sir!” Clyde yelled. He 
felt good, and hummed “Ragtime Cowboy Joe,” 
tapping with his feet. 

Myra came out of the kitchen. She twisted the 
corner of her mouth and shook her head. “Clyde, 
when will you learn that cream is for the coffee 
and there is milk for the breakfast food!” She 
Taughed grudgingly. ‘Just let me remind you that 
their isn’t a single cow in the garage, old farmer. 

She went into 
Carl, “Now 

ht home instead of hang: 

    

   

   
  

We buy our cream from the dair 
the other room. He heard her tell 
why don’t you come 
ing around downtown? 

Clyde finished breakfast silently, drinking milk 
coffee. He got his hat, but Myra said 

“There's no sense in Pete sleeping till noon, wake 
him up, will you?” 

“What'll he do if he gets up, just lie around the 
house, de said to nobody. He went into his 

  

  

   

in his   
  

    

son’s bedroom. Pete's clothes were in a pile on the 
floor. A whiskey bottle stuck out of his hip pocket. 
Clyde put it under the shirts in the drawer and tip 
toed over to look at the sleeping youth. He stepped 

e door softly behind him. 
“He's too sound asleep, I couldn't rouse him,” 

id Myra. 
he sighed. “Well, go on, I'll get him up. I 

want him to wash the porch, "He 
some work as be loafing on the corn 

  

  

out, clos 

he     

   
  as well do. 

  

  

de got the Ford and drove to the office, whist: 
ling. His ear was bothering him, but otherwise he 
felt fine. It was a pleasant day, not so hot as it 
had beer ished 
the afternoon. When he reached the yard, he looked 
through the window and saw K.C, bawling out the 

     
    and he he could visit the fai      

  

girl, 
He went into the office. Leaning on his cane 

and glaring, bowlegged K.C. said 
Clyde,” and glanced 
minutes after 

  

jood morning, 
t the clock. Tr was three 

ight. ‘The old man followed him to 
the desk, grumbling, whining and exhorting: “Now 
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Clyde, I want yo 
tions today, Rem 
no for an answer 
government's just taught them to deadbea 
all. Of cou 
till the money's in to pay “em.” 

to get right after those collec- 

  

nber, drive away, and don't take 

  

They've got the money, ¢ 
that’s 

nobody gets paid 

  

   tomorrow ni 

  

FTER lunch Clyde went to the fair. If K.C. 
found out he would probably fire him, but 

he didn’t worry. He parked the car behind th 
grandstand and walked to the horse barn, There 
were some good animals but he was more interested 

  

in the trotters, and decided to go across to the 
stables. On the way he stopped to look at the h 
Coming out he ran into Albert Carter. “What 

are you doing here?” Clyde asked, and Albert said 
V'm killing time till a job finds me. What are 

you doing here, that’s more like it?” 
got to keep up with our rural clientele, don't 

Clyde joked. Laughing, they crossed the in 

  

    

   
  P 

field. 
“Say, how about tossing a few ringers after 

while?” Albert said. “I been bragging how my 
uncle is the ex-county horseshoe champion, 

“I'm out of practice,” Clyde demurred. “It’s 
a thing you have to keep up. We might go over 
and watch ’em.” 

At the third 

      

able they found C} 
Clyde bummed a chew of tobacco from him. They 
looked at the three-year-olds and Charlie reminded 
Clyde of the time he broke the state record with 
Lady G. “By Jesus, whether it was hors 
football, drinking liquor, or sparkin; 
had it!” he reminisced, Wheezing heavily, he 
asked, “Where you been since you left the farm, 

  ie Enstedt, 

   

  

coal, one thing and another, I'm 
working for K. C. Rudely now. He's got me 
unin’ down the deadbeats. 

Well, don’t take any wooden nickels! 
They went out. Clyde was thinking that Char- 

lie was getting pretty fat, he looked like an old 
drunk. Things had kind of passed him by and left 
him minding the horses. Patting his own bay-win- 
dow, rubbing his hand through his thin hair, he 

  

  

   

  

reflected that none of them were getting any young- 
er. A horse-race was always a horse-race, always 

ing could take the place of a fast 
track and a filly stepping around the curve, But 
the rest of it was different: now in the main hall 

  

would be, noth       
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they had university exhibits, charts, model farms, 
crop limitation, soil conservation, electric milking, 
new machinery, everything tested and scientific. It 
took a fellow’s breath away, made him want to get 
a good piece of black land and try it all out, and 
even wonder whether he would be able to keep up 
with it. Clyde thought he would: it would take 
some hustling, but not the old back-breaking animal 
work, Still, the farmers were worse off than they 
had ever been, unless it was when Hoover was 
President. 

They watched a couple of races, but Albert 
didn’t care much about it. He was just putting in 
the time because he didn’t have anything else to do. 
Clyde didn’t know the past performances, he couldn’t 
figure them out beforehand because he hadn't fol- 
lowed the fairs. It took the joy out of it not being 
able carefully to pick the winner, but just having 
to stand up there looking while the kids chased 
around you throwing pop on one another. Clyde 
finally suggested, “What do you 
along?” 

They went through the carnival, over by the 
river, to the horseshoe lanes. Carl Smith of Roll- 
ing Mountain was pitching Dunfree of Wanamac. 
Smith had a three-game lead on him and they said 
he was going to be the new county champion. Clyde 
and Albert stood in the crowd of , listening, 
to the clang of the shoes on the stake, the putt as 
they slapped into the clay, and watching Joe Capen, 
the Clarion sports editor, who walked up and down 
smoking a cigar and judging. When Dunfree laid 
on a ringer and a leaner, and Smith topped them 
with a double ringer, Albert said, “Boy, look at 
that!” Clyde winked and clicked his tongue. “Oh 
boy!” he exclaimed. Smith pitched a steady shoe, 
nothing brilliant, now and then they even came in 
closed to the stake. Clyde recognized that Smith 
was only a second-rater, but he knew the game and 
maybe he was the best there was left 

Joe came over to him and said, “Well Clyde, 
what do you think of ’em2” 

“Look pretty good to me,” Clyde opined. 
“How about a little exhibition of old-time fancy 

ringer-throwin’, while the boys are resting up?” 
‘Not me, I’m too old. Any of these boys can 

pitch rings around me. 
Go on Clyde, let's see it,” Albert said, and some 

of the men who knew him tried to get him to pitch 
Clyde said, “No, we ain't got time for has-beens. 
He had to walk away before they would stop. It 
pleased him to see them all and to find out that they 
remembered him. But he had begun to feel himself 
a stranger at the fair. A new crowd of young peo: 
ple had grown up and were taking the lead in 
things. His old friends were all on the sidelines. 
They got absent-minded when they talked to him 
and after a minute or two there didn’t seem to be 
anything more to talk about. ‘They chewed to- 
acco, spat, and swapped stories with him, but he 

‘was not up on the latest news, who had died, got 
married, and moved to a new place. Somehow he 
had begun to think in a different way 

Then it was saddening just to talk to people 
Everybody had bad news. You would think that 
after all the farmers had gone through, there would 
be a turning-point. But it seemed to get worse and 
worse. ‘The government loans had tided them over 
a little, but now they said the government was be- 
ginning to foreclose, It was the same old story 
mortgage, second mortgage, and hanging on by the 
skin of their teeth. “Pretty soon,” he told Albert, 
Everybody'll live in town on relief, there won't 

be anybody farming. What'll we eat then?” 
“You got me, maybe pills,” Albert said. 
Clyde felt restless, he was even irritated at every: 

  

  

  

    

    

    

  

  

  

   
  

    

    

  

  

  

     

thing in general, and he suggested to his nephew, 
“What say we take a little run out to the place?” 
They drove along the highway and turned on the 
ridge road, passing between cool woods and fields 
of rich wheat. Clyde kicked the coil-box and 
steered with a careless hand, singing the tenor to 
“Steamboat Bill.” He told Albert what grain each 
of the fields was planted in, which Iand was clay 
and which was good black dirt, and what the yields 
would probably be. ‘The young man listened grave- 
ly; Clyde thought that he wanted to learn about 
farming, but was in too much of a hurry. 

THEY reached the farm, the clouds were 
beginning to obscure the sun, which cast 

slanting rays on the rolling fields. Clyde drove 
slowly past the east forty acres, planted in wheat. 
‘The breeze calmed momentarily, and they heard 
the noises of the insects and the six notes of a mead- 
owlark, Far away sounded the dismal cry of a 
mourning-dove. 

At the gate, Clyde turned into the familiar yard 
and came to a stop. He sat for a while without 
saying anything, looking at the old brick house, the 
worn places in the lawn, the barn, the toolshed and 
the chicken-house. The barn needed painting; a 
weatherbeaten harrow stood in a pile of rusty junk: 

He got out and walked to the house, his feet 
slipping in the slick shoes. He went to the kitchen 
door, knocked, and yelled twice. Then he returned 
to the Ford. “Nobody home, looks like.” 

“It’s going to rain, maybe we better head for 
Albert observed. Clyde stood taking a long 
he got into the car and they drove away. 

He stepped on the gas, and the Ford rattled and 
bounced along. 

dd to be we'd get out the rain curtains,” he 
Now all we have to do is roll up the win- 

  

   

  

  

    

      

  said. 
dow.” 

“Progress,” Albert commented bitterly 
Clyde dug into the door pocket and brought out 

a package of tobacco. They chewed, spitting inter- 
mittently out the side. It was darker, the first big 
drops of rain were splashing on the windshield, 
and Clyde turned on the lights. He talked loudly, 
over the motor and the wind: “Well, is great, all 
these scientific improvements on everything. Take 
the automatic windshield-wiper, that’s a hell of a 
handy gadget. ‘Then electrifying farms, making it 
so a farmer can live like a human being. When I 
grew up around here, everything was backward, 
but now it’s all changed. And once they get these 
improvements, they're here to stay. Maybe you 
and I don't get any of them, but somebody will.” 

Albert moodily looked at the landscape. “Great 
country,” Clyde yelled. Watching the raindrops 
whip the dusty road, he was thinking that if they 
could only have: stayed there, things would have 
been better. You couldn't ar; 

  

  

   

  

  

     with a foreclosed 
e, but stil, he wondered, what sense was 

there in a farmer living in town? 
At Prospect they picked up a hitch-hiker. When 

he got in, Clyde saw that it was Alec Larson, Alec 
was working as a threshing hand for Erry Maderry, 
and wanted to get to town while it was raining. He 
said his wife and children were living with Mrs. 
Peters. His oldest boy was sixteen, he could work 
but he couldn't get a job. Clyde was shocked to 
see Alec's face in the rear-view mirror: he would 
have taken him for a broken-down tramp. “I guess 
it's been pretty tough, town and country,” he said 

Alec chuckled. “You remember right in the 
depth of it, when nobody could rassle a job? I got 
down to what I thought was low for a free farmer, 
workin’ for a dollar a day. I was keepin’ myself 

(Continued om page 30) 
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The Question of Arms 

‘Tue Ramparts We Waren, by 
George Fielding Eliot; 370 pages: 
Reynal & Hitchcock; $3.00, 

Y THE time this appears, the 
B 76th Congress will be earnestly 

considering the problems of na- 
tional defense, and suitable appropria~ 
tions therefor. That and the enormous 
threat of war poised by Fascism over 
the world, might make The Ramparts 
We Watch the most pertinent book of 
the season. 

Major Eliot raises and attempts to 
answer questions of the moment. Is 
America safe from aggression? How 
big an army and navy do we require? 
How are they to be employed? Are 
the coastal defenses ample? Are we 
immune from air attack? What of 
Washington’s strategy? 

For argument’s sake it is not para- 
mount to doubt the author's erudition 
in military matters. Granted, it yet 
does not relieve the long-standing situ- 
ation wherein military spokesmen are 
devoid of a grasp of people’s political 
needs, while the foremost political 
writers are equally innocent of military 
ramifications, 

So, when Bliot urges a big navy as 
the first line of defense for this insular 
nation, as well as increases in other 
arms, we don’t have to oppose the pro- 
posal per se. For the time may come 
when unexcelled armed might may be 
the only barrier between our security 
and the grasping aggressors. But we 
do have to see to it that our staggering 
sacrifices for the sake of a great mili- 
tary establishment are linked organ 
cally with a fundamental diplomacy 
designed to curb the forces that im- 
pose such sacrifices upon us and the 
ensuing generations. 

In other words, your war plans are 
OK.,, Major, But what are your peace 
plans? Or, don't you have any? Have 
you and your brothers-in-arms in your 
infinite zeal to protect your country 
thought of mobilizing your strategic 
and tactical ingenuity for building up 
an impregnable peace machinery cor- 
responding to the needs of America and 
the world? What assurance have we 
that the huge armaments you insist on 

Il be employed in our best interests 
any more than they were in the First 
World War? 
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Do you agree, gentlemen and officers, 
that our foremost task is to adopt a 
decisive governmental program of inter- 
national peace through international 
concerted action? This program does 
not necessitate protracted and expensive 
building. Once it becomes a basic in 
ument of national policy, we will 

feel that our welfare definitely depends 
on implementing it with all the military 
and other resources that the nation can 
muster, 

But Eliot's grasp of the question of 
collective security and of its bearing on 
the armaments race is reluctant and 
inadequate. In a lucid moment he 
recognizes Germany, Japan and Italy 
as the three principal threats to our 
peace, but he immediately enshrouds 
the fact in a maze of secondary and in- 
accurate observations 

Te would be petty to quarrel over 
fone or two minor points, But the 
cumulative effect of a host of such d 
flections through the volume is disas- 
trous, On second thought, perhaps they 
are not minor—for cannot a bullet enter 
through the slightest chink in. one 
armor? Following all the “liberal” 
phraseology and professed sympathy for 
labor (rather openly self-contradicted 
in another part of the book), the mili- 
taristic mentality lays itself bare in 
such unguarded moments as when, for 
instance, it bemoans the “long weary 
years of peace, 

—Lvces 
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William Carlos Williams 
THe e> Pors 

317 
CompLere Contec: 

     pages; New Directions 
OR OVER thirty-two years Dr. 
William Carlos Williams has 
been writing some of the most 

interesting and important poetry of our 
time. With something of the direct- 
ness and objectivity of the Imagists at 
their best—with the casualness of 
everyday speech and the sharp incision 
of a scalpel as opposed to the butchei 
knife—he has managed to enrich the 
idiom of our experience in the poetry 
of America in these difficult days. As 
contrasted to Ezra Pound, with whom 
he is so often unfairly compared, his 
allegiance in poetry and in life has 
been with the people. While Pound 
has been exhuming obscure Chinese 

  

    

and Provencal poetry for adaptation in 
Major Douglas prose—all the while 
praising implicitly as well as outspok- 
enly such butchers as Mussolini—Dr. 
Williams has continued saving human 
lives as a member of the medical pro- 
fession and doing much to maintain 
the essential vigor of poetry in the 
world today 

‘The main reason that I speak of 
Pound with reference to the work that 
Williams has collected in this admir- 
able volume published so_beautifully 
by the New Directions Press is to 
clarify a confusion existing in many 
literary minds. ‘True, that in his early 
work Dr, Williams reflected some of 
Pound’s attitudes and techniques; but 
who is to say whether or not Pound 
was not influenced as much by Wil- 

the other way around. “This 
business of contemporary origin in the 
creative mould is very difficult to deter- 
mine exactly and should not be at- 
tempted by the casual critic with only 
one-half of his mind. Unfortunately, 
such has been the case in many of the 
reviews devoted to Williams’ work. 

Dr. Williams has been neglected for 
many years, but he is now coming into 
that deserved critical light of recogni- 
tion which should long past have been 
his by virtue of his technical excellence, 
his definite originality and his human 
sympathy for the underdog. 

  

  

Jiams 

  

The German edition of Carl Van Doren’s 
Benjamin Feanklin is published in Hol- 

land; the profits go to refugees 

    
   
    
     

     

   
    
    

    

       

      

        

       
   
     

    
      

    
   
   

     
     

    

  

    

  

     

   

      

          
    

The Complete Collected Poems of 
William Carlos Williams is a monu- 
‘ment which will long outlast the mem- 
ory of those trivial book-review names 
that damn him with pseudo-scholarship 
and the hack penmanship of their faint 
praise, 

—Norman Mactzon 

Marxian Philosophy 
Wuar Is Pumosopuy? by Howard 
Selsam; 192 pages; International Pub- 
lishers; $1.25. 

RE IS a book stating in sim- 
H ple understandable language 

the principles of dialectical (or 
scientific) materialism, as set forth by 
Marx and Engels, It shows the basis 
of conflict between materialism and 
idealism and between all dynamic and 
static philosophies, Over-simplified in 
many passages, the book would win 

hort shrift among professional 
philosophers of any school. But the 
casual student and the unacademic lib- 
eral who feels the need of widening 
his intellectual background will. prob- 
ably find it as good an explanation of 
modern liberal philosophy as is avail- 
able. 

Mr, Selsam traces in a few lucid 
pages the general development of phi 
losophy through the past centuries, 
showing how the main philosophies 
from Plato's static and aristocratic 
idealism to Jeremy Bentham’s laissez: 
faire economics and Herbert Spencer's 
mechanistic materialism have all. been 
attempts to vindicate the right of vari 
fous classes to rule, Dialectical ma- 
terialism is then shown to follow the 
same pattern—with the one important 
exception that when it triumphs it 
will result in the abolition of all 
classes. 

Anyone who attempts to explain 
Hegel’s dialectics in words of two or 
three syllables has cut out for himself 

real task. But, since any historical 
approach to Marx demands the co 
sideration of the abstruse German 
from whom so many divergent streams 
of philosophy have flowed, Mr. Selsam 
accepted the responsibility and suc- 
ceeded rather well in showing Hegel's 
conception of history—how, as one 
system of philosophy or government or 
‘economics grows in scope and potency, 
it must inevitably reveal its own i 
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herent contradictions and breed its 
own destruction. ‘This much of Hegel 
‘was incorporated in the dialectical ma- 
terialism of Marx, who avoided the 
‘older philosopher's idealism and con- 
fusion over the abstract justice of the 

sct Prussian state, 
‘Then Mr. Selsam considers what 

dialectical materialism really is, where 
it finds its ground, and what it can 
accomplish for the world, “Material 
ism,” the author says, “rules out any 
and every attempt to understand and 
explain events by referring them to a 
supposed power outside of and beyond 
the world of nature.” Materialism 
denies all spiritual intervention whether 
it be an active personal God creating 
a world or an impersonal moral law 
invoking the universal sanctity of pri- 
vate property against the sit-down 
strikers. “It affirms further that man’s 
life within this framework provided by 
nature is man’s own concern and can 
and will be only what collective man 
makes it.” 

he basis of dialectical materialism 
is science, which, finding no evidence 
of spirit in the universe, has yet of 
fered man the best instruments for 
satisfying his human needs. And, last, 
the materialism of Marx and Engels is 
more than a philosophy; it is a worka- 
ble plan for achieving its own pur- 
poses. When all men realize that 
there is no patriotic God bidding them 
die for their fatherland, that there is 
no “pie in the sky,” that there is no 
universal moral making it evil for 
large groups of men to work for the: 
selves rather than for other large 
groups called stockholders, when, in 
short, most of mankind accept the sim- 
ple, straightforward tenets of dialec- 
tical materialism, the philosophy will 
have achieved its own goal. This, Mr. 
Selsam states in plain, everyday lan- 
guage, is the content of dialectical ma- 
terialism. 

    

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

   

—Cuariis W. Gute 

Federal Writers’ Almanac 
  ANAC FOR New YORKERS, com- 
piled by the Federal Writers’ Project 
and the Federal Art Project of the 
Works Progress Administration; Mod- 
ern Age Books; fifty cents 

HE FEDERAL WRITERS 
| have once more done themselves 

proud! Each edition of the 
Almanac for New Yorkers seems bet- 
ter than the last: witty, creative, in- 
formative, factual and swift with a 
blitheness that appears almost m 

Tous when one remembers that the Fed- 
eral Writers’ Project is designed pri- 
marily to collect figures and statistics, 
adding guidebooks and handbooks and 
encyclopedias to the ones already in 
existence throughout our American 
land. I do not mean to detract from 
the importance or excellence of this 
encyclopedic work. However, this 
writer feels there should be some room 
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WAN’ 

for the writing of poetry and fiction— 
that the Federal Writers’ Project 
should not be confined to newspaper 
men and research workers when there 
is so much room for creative writing 
in the United States today. And I 
can’t help but feel that the writers who 
compiled the Almanac for New York- 
ers feel much the same way. Else 
there would not be the poetry included 
—good verse by Herman Spector and 
others, 

But taking everything into considera. 
tion—perhaps this is not the time to 
“gyve.” We should be thankful for 
the existence of the Federal Writers’ 
Project and grateful to the workers or 
it who turn out such uniformly swell 
and engaging books. 

Norman Mactrop 

    

  

  

Fifth Column Memoirs 
‘Tue Parrow Is ENveD, by Oloff de 
Wet; 340. pages; Doubleday, Doran 
& Co; $2.75 

N SEPTEMBER 1936 a Scottish 
[o= who had just been dropped 

from the Malraux squadron, 
shocked me with a vengeful remark. 
“Pye got a notion to wait right here 
in Madrid for Franco and fly for the 

  

  

  

  

  

MAXINE SEELBINDER 
AMONG PLENTY 

other side.” It was easy to see that 
the first hastily gathered group of for- 
eign fliers included some 
cenaries, not to mention spies. For 
example, it included Olofi de Wet, 
whose point of view sounds remark- 
ably like that of the above-mentioned 

  

    am beginning to hate all the 
crowds of uncouth people drunk with 
their new-found freedom,” he writes 
in his diary on his second day in Ma- 
drid. He w 
the delay of two weeks occasioned by 
the Government’s reluctance to give 
him a contract calling for some $900 
per month, $1500 for every plane 
brought down, and other inducements. 
OF course he did no work until he 
was paid, and had a furious contempt 
for another British pilot, Cartwright, 
who didn’t wait. De Wet despised 
him for “believing in the integrity of 
the Spaniard. . . . I remember telling 
him just what sort of a fool he was; 
how difficult he made it for other peo- 
ple who were not quite so gullible as 
himself.” 

It will not surprise you to learn that 
Mr. de Wet made a mysterious jour- 
ney to a foreign land while he was on 
leave, returned to perform still. more 
suspicious acts, and was jailed as a sus- 
pected spy. By the almost unforgiva 

perhaps, irritated at 
  

  

ble tolerance of the Loyalists he was 
permitted to leave the country. Back 
home in England he found sympathetic 
money to finance a book on the “Es 
cape from the Soviets” order. It 
not be without its uses. Mr. Sam Bar- 
on, for instance, might read it aloud to 
the Dies Committee. If he should, 
your reviewer offers odds of ten to 
nothing that he would skip this passage: 

“T had been to Italy and Germany 
during my leave.” 

—James HawrHorne 

  

   

Thorex’ Autobiography 
Son or THE Psorte, by Maurice 
Thorez; 237 pages; International Pub- 
lishers; $1 

HIS LITTLE book is an- 
I nounced as an autobiography. 

For the first sixty pages or so it 
sticks to the job of explaining how a 
young miner from the North of France 
is transformed into the leader of a 
party which boasts a membership of 
350,000 and plays an important part 
in national politics 

Born into a family which was his 
torically unionized, in one of those 
dreary coal towns with its hardy- 
perennial poverty and disasters, exiled 
from his home town by the invading 
Germans in the World War, this 
young man was almost compelled to 
remain radical. 

But as is frequently the case with 
attempted autobiographies of revolu- 

leaders, the individual soon 
disappears and we get instead the biog- 
raphy of the party, its immediate 
program and its ultimate aims. ‘The 
biography of the Communist leader 
practically ends with his interesting 
description of a fourteen-month term 
received for opposing the French war 
against Morocco in 1925. From then 
on we read of the development of the 
Communist Party and later the forma- 
tion and growth of the People’s Front. 

For Americans who are striving to 
safeguard Democracy at a moment 
when opponents and supposed friends 
of people's rights are shouting that 
the People’s Front has failed, the last 
part of the book is the most important. 
The author lists the demands which 
the movement that halted French 
Fascism based itself on. They are, 
unlike the programs of many radical 
‘groups in the past, positive declarations 
‘on what should and can be done im- 
mediately to safeguard peace, limit the 
power of the financial oligarchy or 
“two hundred families” (the phrase 
incidentally was coined by Daladier. 
How sorry he must be!), and build 
decent housing. In other words it is 
the French New Deal. And like our 
own, it has met the full fury of the 
reactionaries as “Communist.” 

‘The book closes with an eloquent 
though simple statement of what the 
‘Communists desire for France. 

—Joun Tupor 
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  WwW ALL STR developed 
cross-currents and decided to 
assume a pious sit-back, keep- 

mum attitude during the past month, 
following the notorious Coster-Musica 
revelations. There were real fears 
for a while that a sincere investigation 
might get under way that would ex- 
pose Big Business methods to further 
spotlighting, and not stop at a paltry 
$86,000,000 drug undertaking. And 
so all the organs of Big Business 
played down the Coster fiasco to the 
hilt in their editorials, except to ¢ 
press a naive amazement that such a 
real-life scenario could happen. And 
at the same time they so well know 
that the McKesson-Robbins procedure 
on audits, bank loan transactions, ab- 
sentee directorates, financial 
ments, etc., all is’ standard practice 
throughout Big E What dif- 
ference, for instance, between the 
Whitney borrowing frauds and the 
Coster borrowing frauds?) And who, 
among those who first the 
budding swindle in each case, did any- 
thing about it except to keep as clear 
and unit ‘The gen- 
eral practice in the Street when a dirty 
mess is uncovered is first a personal 
cover-up, then protection as far as 
possible for others in the racket. 

In this respect, when Robert M. 
Hutchins recently quit the Stock 
change board of governors (he was 
the people's representative on the 
board) because he could get no codp- 
eration for further investigation of the 
Whitney affair, the financial commu- 
nity was vastly relieved. ‘They feared 
to stir sleeping dogs, and to quote the 
New York Herald-Tribune’s Wall 
Street news commentator on the mat- 
ter, “would have most to lose should 
there be any outbreak of misunder- 
standing between the new  manage- 
ment (of the exchange) and Washing- 
ton officialdom. ...” The Herald- 
Tribune continued: “On the face of 
it the youthful president of Chicago 
University (Hutchins) appears in the 
light of one who is far too anxious to 
seek personal publicity.” And then 
after citing that Richard Whitney is 
in jail, the writer dismissed the whole 
thing nicely with “it is significant that 
no other member of the board of gov- 
ernors, not even the other represe 
tives of the public (sic) on the board, 
sided with Mr, Hutchins.” 

Te is significant all right, but not 
in the way implied by the Herald- 
Tribune writer. The significance 1 
in the fact that there are no other re 
resentatives of the public on the board. 
Under the new Stock Exchange 
régime, there were three outsiders 
elected to the board of governors to 
“represent” the public. Of these, Mr 
Hutchins can be said to be the only 
‘one who came anywhere near a classi- 
fication of representative of the lay 
public, since it is assumed he has no 
direct Wall Street or Big Business 
affiliation. The other two so-called 
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Many scandals have the barons quiver- 
ing in their boots . . . They drive 
on the people with subtle strategy 

  

outsiders are Robs Wood, presi 
dent of Sears, Roebuck & Co. and 
Carle C. Conway, chairman of the 
board of directors of Continental Can 
Co. 

  

More Exchange Trouble 
HE Street had hardly recovered 
rom the McKesson-Robbins 

shock when J. A. Sisto—who was ac- 
cused in the Seabury investigation of 
underhand dealings with New York's 
then Mayor Walker—was expelled 
from the Stock Exchange for ‘‘conduct 
unbecoming a member” and unethical 
business practices; and the S.E.C. took 
action against Fidelity Investment As- 
sociation which sold $600,000,000 of 
investment certificates to the public. 
The Fidelity was charged with “win- 
dow dressing” practices to deceive 60,- 
000 investors. And meantime, the 
trial of the stockholders’ action against 
officers and directors of Loew's, Inc., 
for an accounting of more than $30, 

    

  

  

     

  

  

  

  

  

    

000,000. of assets allegedly wasted, 
ended late last December in the New 
York Supreme Court with a decision 
reserved. 

Naturally, all these doings have 
been disturbing to the Street, and 
strenuous efforts have been made to 
keep the troubles as quiet as possible. 
‘The less said the better. But the 
Street knows, realistically enough, that 
the dead will not bury as easily as that 
if the public has official agents on the 
scene sincerely bent on exposing crim 
inal procedure and rectifying shady 
practice for the public interest, And 
hence every effort is continuously be- 
ing made in Wall Street to keep the 
public as far removed from direct con- 

with the management of the 
“works” as possible. 
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Anti-New Deal Drive 
‘OLLOWING the November elec 
tions, the elated Big-Wigs imme- 

diately "started in propagandising 

    
The Fairfield, Connecticut, factory of McKesson & Robbins, drug firm that was headed 

by the notso-fantastic Coster-Musiea     

   
through the controlled press for repeal 
or emasculation of all the progressive 
legislation enacted by the New Deal. 
And this trend has continued with in- 
creasing zeal and boldness as the Big 
Business _ apologist columnists 
pumped bigger and bigger doses of de- 
featism into the public. Thus, the 
Wall Street Journal announced from 
Washington that ‘a strong movement 
appears developing on Capitol Hill in 
favor of some revision of the Wagner 
‘Act to meet criticism leveled at both 
the Act and its administration, particu- 
larly during the past year.” 

‘The story, part and parcel of the 
high-pressure campaign to stampede 
Congress into action against New Deal 

iislation, went on to cite the sen- 
ators who favor a change in the law, 
and then included the American Fed- 
ration of Labor. In Wall Street, the 
sentiment as regards this labor law is 
that if a fight develops on amendments, 
then this resistance must lead to out- 
right repeal. That's the kind of meat 
the Caesars are feeding on. As they 
see it, they have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain—a typical Wall 
Street gambling set-up. They feel 
that the Garner crowd of anti-Roose- 
velt Democrats in Washington will 
control the Congress, and President 
Roosevelt will be reduced to a mere 
sideliner, and they hope to work out 
their wills something like this: 

“We can make a deal with the 
Garner crowd, and as Frank R. Kent 

ys, ‘there is no real difference be- 
tween the antiAdministration Dem- 
ocrats and the Republicans,’ meaning 
us, Combined, we have a majority in 
each House. We don’t need a formal 
coalition because that would be bad 
polities for both of us, and anyway 
we don’t need a formal coalition. All 
we need do is act spontaneously with 
the anti-Roosevelts like we did on the 
Supreme Court issue and on the 
‘purge,’ where we did yeoman service 
We don’t need a program of any sort 
to offer the people, but we can talk 
plenty about ‘reconstruction’ and 
‘business confidence’ and ‘liberal young 
bloods’ in our party; and then make a 
good stock market once in a while, In 
this way any mistakes that are made 
will be the fault of the anti-Admin- 
istration Democrats, and we are in the 

    

  

      

things now are we have the 
position and not. the responsibility. 
‘Thé anti-Roosevelts must take the 
lead, and we will swing back of them 
solidly on any anti-Administration 
measures, We won't be hasty, and we 
will work hard to drive the wedge 

er between the Democratic fac- 
tions, and we won't forget to do the 
same for the two labor groups. We'll 
keep ’em divided. 

“If we can keep Roosevelt from 
dominating the 1940 Democratic con- 
vention, that confuses the voters and 
we will be strong and can elect our 
crowd.” 
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Tom 

Mooney 

Free 

A twenty-two year struggle is 

successfully realized with the 
rise of Democracy in California 

By Louise Bransten 

of San Francisco on Sunday the eighth of 
wuary, America has seldom seen a march 

like this spontaneous tribute to a great leader. 
‘The 22-year faith of the scores of thousands who 
lined the streets for miles was being vindicated. 
‘These thousands were giving their full and uncon- 
ditional exoneration . . . the people's acquittal . . 
to Tom Mooney. 

His guard of honor were C.1.O. longshoremen 
and warehousemen and members of the A.P. of L. 
Laborers Union, symbolic of the unity Tom 
Mooney represents. He marched with A.F. of L., 
C.LO. and Railroad Brotherhood officials and the 
banner of his union, the Molders Union of the 
ABR, of L., flew directly behind him. All differ- 
fences were buried in a common cause... in a 
common tribute. 

Both sides of the street were jammed for thr 
miles while the city belonged to the marchers. The 
people who lined the streets were not onlookers 
they joined the march with Mooney. Men who 
have grown old in the labor movement took part 
in the demonstration; men like the 79-year-old 
molder who had known Tom long before 1916; 
young men, the sons of Mooney’s friends, wome: 
workers, liberals, progressives from every walk of 
life. A woman standing on the sidelines turned 
to her companion and said: “Now you can see 
why they have kept Tom Mooney in jail all these 

T" WORKING people took over the city 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

With Banners Flying 
‘The whistle of the Ferry Building blew as it 

does for visiting Presidents when Tom Mooney 
arrived in San Francisco. People crowded the 
Givie Center where a grandstand had been built at 
the city’s expense. Men with banners marched 
through the City Hall, through the Mayor's office. 
Banners from every union in the city were carried 
by the marchers to the balcony outside the Mayor's 
office where they flew high above the crowd. 

‘Twenty-two years ago another parade went up 
Market Street. The world knows the story of 
the bomb that exploded during the Preparedness 
Day Parade on July 22, 1916. Ten were killed 
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Tom Mooney with his wife Rena (left) and his sister Anna (right) as he left San Quentin prison 

  

and forty hurt. The Pacific Gas and EI 
‘Company and the United Railway Company had 
good reason to want to “get” Tom Mooney, the 
militant labor leader. Here was a ready-made 
‘opportunity to fasten on him a crime that would 
outrage public opinion. 

Early in 1916 the Law and Order Committee 
had been established. It was directed by a Com: 
mittee of a Hundred, industrialists appointed by the 
Chamber of Commerce. The purpose of the Com- 
mittee was to oppose the advance of the labor 
organizations and $1,000,000 was raised to that 
end, All labor was attacked, but the utility in 

terests especially wanted Tom Mooney and Warren 
Billings out of the way. Labor organizations were 
growing in 1916 and ‘Tom Mooney was organ: 
zing the platform workers of the street railways. 
Notices were posted in the car-barns of the United 
Railways warning all employees that “any man 
found to be affiliated with Mooney or any union 
would promptly be discharged.” 

In that atmosphere of hatred, Tom Mooney was 
tried. An atmosphere in which it did not seem 
out of place for the leering foreman of the jury to 
draw a finger across his throat in a meaningful 
gesture, even before the verdict was rendered. 

‘The fantastic story of perjury and politic 
manipulation is perhaps the most extreme example 
in labor history of the practice of the large financial 
interests in keeping an innocent man in jail. ‘The 
essential witnesses who testified against Mooney, 
Billings, Rena Mooney, Israel Weinberg and Ed 
Nolan, were the dregs of humanity picked up from 
the lowest “dive District 
Attorney Fickert, a stooge for the utilities, hired 
these people to “take care” of Tom Mooney. 

‘Tom Mooney and Warren Billings were found 
guilty. ‘The exposure of Oxman, the cattleman, as 
fa perjurer was responsible for the acquittal of Rena 
Mooney and Israel Weinberg. Ed Nolan’s case 

  

   

  

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

was dismissed without a trial. As the years went 
by and the perjury of each witness was brought 
to light almost everyone connected with the case 
declared his belief in Mooney’s innocence. All ten 
living jurors reversed their original judgments . . « 
the new District Attorney in San Francisco urged 
the pardon of Mooney and Billings. Nevertheless, 
pardon applications were made to all five Republi- 
can governors of California who preceded Gov- 
ernor Olson. They were denied by all, even 
though the trial judge, Franklin A. Griffin, ap- 
pealed to each Governor to pardon Mooney 

As far back as 1917 ‘Tom himself said on the 
night when he received the death sentence (later 
commuted to life imprisonment): “The hope for 
my freedom rests in the hands of the organized 
labor movement. If it is strong enough my 
will be saved and I will be free.” It took twenty= 
two and a half years for labor to become strong. 
enough to free its martyr. 

  

      

Mooney’s Confidence 
There were dark years for Tom Mooney—the 

movement in California and 
all over the country was very weak. ‘The Molders 
continued to stand by Tom but they were not a 
potent factor in the trade union movement. ‘They 
did, however, organize the Molders Defense Com- 
mittee which has been one of the most important 
instruments for rallying the support that resulted 
in Mooney’s freedom. Year after year Mooney’s 
local of the Molders Union has kept him as a 
member in good standing and elected him as a 
delegate to the national conventions. 

During the dark years it looked as though the 
trong and united labor movement was far of. 
Tom was confident that it would emerge in time 
to secure his freedom. He directed efforts that 
reached all over the world. Efforts that publicized 

(Continued on page 30) 

years when the lab 
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The Fascists have terrorized the weak, because the strong democracies have not taken @ stand. Here are scenes from Ethiopia, Austria, Czechoslovakia 

Good Will Must Act 

bestial outbreak that has taken place in Ger- 
many was that it should have surprised any- 

‘one, Our statesmen, our leaders of opinion, have 
throughout the world made one fatal mistake in 
dealing with the rise of the new barbarism that 
now threatens our civilization have failed, 
with desperate and fatuous optimism, to give heed 
to the declared intentions of the Fascist régimes. 
Because the aims of Fascism seemed unbelievable 
our leaders have refused to believe them. The 
Fascists have announced, over and over again, their 
purpose to overthrow our democratic civilization: 
they have declared that they believed in war, that 
they made promises only for the sake of expediency, 
that they regarded no rule as binding except that of 
force, that they abominated every act and institu- 
tion connected with Democracy. Their enmity is 
open; their hatred for the processes whereby civil- 
ized men live and let live is unbounded. And yet, 
until the abasement of England and France took 
place at Berchtesgaden and Munich, there were 
still many people who believed that peace would in 
time be achieved with régimes that did not believe 
in peace, that codperation could be achieved with 
those who wished only to dominate, and that an 
understanding could be reached with those who 
despised the fundamental faith in honesty, in free 

T HE ONE thing that is surprising about the 

    

   

  

  

  

  

22 

By Lewis Mumford 

intelligence, in voluntary assent, upon which under- 
standing must be grounded. 

Half Slave and Half Free 
‘Those who have hoped, up to now, that democ- 

racies and dictatorships could live side by side, be- 
cause Democracy had no active designs against dic- 
tatorship, have been putting their own wishes before 
the facts. ‘They have forgotten that it is not merely 
what democracies do that provokes the fury of a 
Hitler or a Mussolini: it is because of what they 
are. As long as thought is free anywhere in the 
world, some radium-like particle of truth. may pene 
trate the leaden walls of censorship that surround 
Germany and Italy: so doing, it may activate the 
whole mass. As long as government is responsible 
and free anywhere in the world, as long as it rests 
upon the active consent of the governed, as long 
as it must render an account for its acts, the 
despotism that the Fascists have instituted is threat 
ened: slavery is safe only when it is universal. No 
matter how circumspect the conduct of democracies 
in international relations, they cannot avoid being 
a challenge to dictatorships. In a world that the 
Fascists’ bloc has set out systematically to barbarize, 
there is no safety for Democracy except surrender: 
no safety, in other words, except by abandoning 
Democracy and becoming a vassal to the superior 

  

  

  

  

    

sm: or even, like England under Chamber 
lain, becoming a pilot fish to the Fascist shark, 
guiding him to his prey, and ensuring, by sleek 
treachery rather than by his arms, his triumph. 

In so far as the policy of the United States 
toward Fascism has been based upon the notion 
that our own peaceful intentions would ensure 
peace and security, it has been based upon an illu- 
sion, Peace, justice, order, codperation are not one 
way policies: if it takes two to pick a quarrel, it 
also takes two to end one; and nothing that the 
Fascists have thought or spoken or written or done 
during the last fifteen years indicates that they 
have any faith or interest in the values that all 
civilized men hold dear: on the contrary, they wish 
to extinpate every last vestige of these values. When 
they talk about peace they mean their kind of 
peace—with all their opponents either in the con- 
centration camp or the cemetery, except when they 
may be of public use, like the Jews in Germany 
today, to serve as victims of torture. When they 
talk of justice they mean Fascist justice: a justice 
in which right belongs to the stronger, and in which 
law, instead of being a body of common rules, is 
ultimately only the collective whims and super- 
stitions of the dictatorship. So, too, when they 
talk of order and codperation: the codperation they 
demand is that which the lamb offers to the lion 
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To halt Fascism, we must lift our embargo on the Spanish government 

(wire your Congressman today) . . . An address before the recent con- 

ference of the Lawyers’ Committee on American Relations with Spain 

before he is devoured. Only on such a basis as this 
can the Fascist state flourish. ‘To urge that De- 
mocracy must learn to live with dictatorships is to 
urge that civilization must eventually give way to 
barbarism. 

The Menace Is Plain 
Ten years ago, one might forgive an intelligent 

democrat for failing to see all the evil potentialities 
of Fascism: the operatic Mussolini was a grimacing 
caricature of Power rather than an evidence of it. 
Five years ago one might still forgive a democrat 
for failing to realize, in the new ascendance of 
Hitler, that a wave of brutality had begun to 
threaten the world: there was still a chance that 
in a country as full of docile, orderly people as 
Germany, the first sweep of brutality would be fol- 
lowed by a sobering sense of responsibility. Two 
years ago, when the Fascist assault on Republican 
Spain took place, the pathological symptoms of 
Fascism became more obstinately plain: on the 
basis of the martial conduct of the Italians in 
Abyssinia, no one could expect anything but a vain- 
glorious and vindictive assault of the Fascists upon 
the civilian population of Republican Spain: an as- 
sault whose foulness disgusted to the deepest core 
of their being those honest souls, like the distin- 
guished philosopher Unamuno, who had, at first, 
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sided with the Fascist forces. Today, after what 
has taken place in Spain, in Austria, in Czecho- 
slovakia, and in Germany the active menace of 
Fascism’ to Democracy should be plain even to the 
blindest optimist, even to the most timid isolation- 
ist, even to the most dogmatic pacifist. 

For the danger is not merely that the Fascists 
are making an active assault, one by one, upon the 
separate democracies in Europe, conquering them 
singly instead of taking on the more formidable 
task of fighting them en masse. The danger lies 
in the fact that by compliance and connivanee those 
governments whose populations are still nominally 
democracies have furthered the degradation of every 
civilized standard of political existence: they have 
steadily removed the very underpinnings of civiliza 
tion upon which Democracy itself must rest. We 
live now in a world where systematic terrorism has 
the upper hand: where, so long as the Fascist 
régimes meet with no resistance, they will be able 
to impose their ruthless practices and barbarous 
doctrines upon the rest of the world. ‘Their foul 
hatred of civilized behavior, their sub-human cruel- 
ties, their bovine contempt for truth have now been 
accepted, by the governments that now hold power 
in England and France, as normal accompaniments 
of civil life, Bad as the surrender of Czechoslo- 
vakia to Hitler was, there was one fact in con: 

nection with that surrender that was even more 
‘ominous—the fact that not a finger was raised by 
Chamberlain or Daladier to safeguard the minori: 
ties in the pillaged parts of Czechoslovakia from 
the brutalities which the Nazis delight to heap, in 
such gallant measure, upon those who are too weak 
to stand up to them. 

  

Our Spanish Policy 
All these general considerations now press very 

closely upon our American policy toward Spain, 
and they call for a drastic revision of our official 
attitudes and our acts here. Our governmental 
policy about Spain has mainly followed that of the 
pro-Fascist Chamberlain government in England; 
and to the extent that it has done so, it has lacked 
intelligence, foresight, humanity, and common hon- 
sty. 

By failing to take an independent stand in up- 
holding the laws of nations in dealing with the 
friendly Loyalist government, we have given the 
maximum freedom of action to the Fascist govern: 
ments that aid Franco, and we have crippled the 
brave men and women of Republican Spain who 
have been fighting with dogged courage our own 
battle for Democracy. Only those who seek to ex- 
tinguish freedom in our own country can passively 
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   AS 10 
WOMEN 

Women’s part in the trade union move- 
ment... The question of Negro rights 

I HAVE worried for some time now 
‘over the fact that women in industry 
do not seem to be taking the part they 
should. Even when 
great leadership during some labor 
struggle it is written up as if it were 
real news, ‘That is a commentary in 

When delegates are elected to 
a Congress, such as the American Con- 
gress for Peace and Democracy held 
in Washington during the past month, 
the trade union delegates are usually 
men. I do not think that this is alto- 
gether due to discrimination against 
women on the part of the men either. 
I talked with a hosiery worker some 
time ago about this problem. “Why 
should we elect women as our dele- 
gates?” he asked. “They go and they 
never open their mouths, No one 
would know that our union was there 
if we elected women.” 

Now, of course that is a gross ex- 
aggeration. The kind of women elected 
from a trade union which has both 
men and women in it are usually fairly 
articulate, But there is some truth in 
it, Women in the past, and this is 
not limited to the labor field, have not 
taken as great a part 
organizations where men and women 
are together. If there is to be any real 
expression of Democracy in the trade 
union field, it must be participated in 
by everyone, being 
cheated of a valuable contribution if 
the women do not share in the work. 
But it is up to the women to see that 
they do take their part, 

women show 

  

as they should in 

      

whe men are 

A WOMAN who has recently been in 
the South reported at the Woman's 
Session of the American Congress, that 
the race question was at the very core 
of the struggle for peace in the South. 
Certainly the Negro question is 
watched eagerly abroad. During the 
days when it looked as if the United 
States was going to intervene in Mex- 
co the papers in Mexico City were 
filled with stories of the lynching of 
Negroes in the South. When the anti- 
foreign campaign grew up in China, 
years ago, the same lynching stories 
appeared. At the present time both 
Ttaly and Germany are publishing all 
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the stories of persecution of Negroes 
in the United States they can lay their 
hands on and a missionary returned 
from Japan said that lynching was the 
best propaganda against the Democracy 
of the United States that Japan can 
possibly find—and she is using it. 

It is unfortunate that many women 
have let the Negro question alone. 
‘They can speak out on it and work 
against persecution and discrimination 
as the men cannot. ‘They have the 
leisure, for one thing. We have been 
shocked into action against the Jewish 
persecution. The Negro. persecution 
is a thing of such long standing that 
we have not made it a special cam- 
paign. It will have to become increa: 
ingly so in the next few months. And 
women interested in peace will be 
faced with the need to work out meth- 
ods of organizing peace actions so that 
all minority groups will codperate 
with the majority groups 

T think a successfull experiment in 
race relations has been told in these 
columns before, I am going to tell it 
again, There is a missionary society 
of women in the South belonging to 
one of the big Protestant denomi 
tions. ‘There are in this group Negro 
women who belong to local Negro 
churches of this denomination and 
who also work for missions. ‘The first 
requirement that the missionary women 
make for their annual meeting is that 
the hotel will allow Negroes and 
whites to meet together. When one 
city—I believe it was Atlanta—pro- 
tested over such an arrangement, the 
women quietly withdrew to another 
city. For seven years in the Deep 
South this plan has been carried 
through, It is not surprising that this 
group has become the leader of the 
progressive church movement of the 
South, 

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

      

  

Of course, there are those times when. 
the race question must be momentarily 
laid aside because of an immediate prob- 
lem affecting all races. Invariably, in 
the struggle for peace and Democracy, 
it has been the Negro women who have 
seen the situation first and codperated 
in working out the problem, 

—Dorory McCo! 

  

Rights of the Negro 
(Continued from page 7) 

governmental agencies restrict 
the rights and liberties of the freed- 
men was set up in the South, Dis. 
franchisement through grandfather 
clauses, comic literacy tests, segregation 
ordinances, vagrancy laws, the oppre 
sion of the Negro through peonage, 
the advent of the Ku Klux Klan, the 
poll tax and the white primaries, all 
served to limit the stature of citizen- 
ship of the Negro people. In very 
truth, a new slavery had come upon 
the former slaves. This was due to 
the fact that the revolution known as 
the Civil War had not completed its 
course. It had not fulfilled its mis 
sion. Whereas liberal, 
bourgeois revolutions had won for the 
serfs and slaves of Europe the status 
of free men, the American revolution 
in the middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury was diverted from its democratic 
course upon the achievement of the 
saving of the Union—by new forces 
that were concerned with the consolida- 
tion and conservation of the economic 
gains inherent in the unity of the nation 
symbolized in the triumph of the Union 
forces. The industrial and financial 
interests made haste in shaping the gov- 
ernment’s policies to meet the needs of 
certain business interests for the ex- 
ploitation of the natural resources of 
the country. ‘The spirit of the old 
abolitionists was soon trampled under 
foot and the freedmen were left help- 
less and naked to their enemies. 

  

    

democratic, 
     

  

Hate Propaganda 
Promptly the propagandists in poli- 

tics and literature such as Ben Tillman 
and Thomas Dixon, fanned the fires of 
race hate and preached the sinister doc- 

ine of Negro domination, to frighten 
¢ white farmers and workers in the 

rural and urban centers of the South in 
order that they would condemn and 
‘oppose any semblance of citizenship on 

we part of the Negro. Thus, pulpit 
and press, school and fraternal lodge 
gave sanction and support to the lynch 
terror and mob rule that were intended 
to break the spirit of the Aframericans 
who might sense the significance and 
value of their liberty 
Hence, the rights of the freedmen were 
arrogantly swept aside either by law 
or the violence of blood and flame. 

Now, the task of the Negro people 
is to fight for their rights. The fight 
for the rights of the Negro people con- 
sists in the fight for the maintenance of 
democratic traditions and institutions. 
‘The rights of the Negro people are in- 
evitably. tied up with the whole fabric 
of modern Democracy. Unless De- 
mocracy endures, the struggle by black 
Americans for freedom and social jus- 

tice is in vain. Only within the frame- 
work of Democracy can minority 
groups such as Negroes, Catholics and 
Jews, win the security of person and 
principle, What is true of a minority 

  

      

  

  

newly-won. 

    

   

  

group is also true of an oppressed group 
such as the workers 

Happily the Negro people are be- 
inning to recognize that since salva- 

tion for them is intertwined with mod- 
ern Democracy, they must ally them- 
selves with other oppressed groups such 

is the Jews, Catholics, and the organ- 
ized labor movement together with pro- 
gressive forces, to hold back the rising 
tide of Fascism and Nazism in America 
that threatens the permanence of our 
democratic form of society 

‘The Negro people sense that there 
can be no security in the possession of 
their rights so long as the rights of any 
single minority group in America are 
not safeguarded. ‘They are aware that 
the fight against the lynch terror is a 
segment of the struggle to protect the 
workers on the picket line from the 
club of the police and the shot of the 
hired gunman. ‘They see that the 
freedom of Tom Mooney is linked with 
the liberation of the Scottsboro boys. 

‘Thus, the Negro sets forth to win 
his rights in every area of freedom. 
By the enforcement of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, the abolition of all forms 

of disfranchisement such as the poll 
tax and the white primaries, the de- 
struction of the whole system of Jim 
Crowism in its relation to transporta- 
tion, the privilege to enjoy places of 
amusement, the right of free access to 
the same educational institutions in 
which other American citizens are 
trained, and the recognition of the 
right of the Negro to play his role as 
a free American citizen in elective and 
appointive offices in city, state and fed- 
eral governments, the Negro people 
will do their part for the whole cause 
‘of human freedom and the good life. 

The Negro people do not only fight 
for rights as American citizens but for 
equal rights as equal American citizens 
They do not want a clean Jim Crow 
car, but they demand the abolition of 
all’ Jim Crow cars. They are not 
content with Jim Crow sections of 

minal stations merely because they 
are sanitary and are alleged to be the 
equal of the white section, but they 
insist that the spirit of Democracy can- 
not survive in a nation where place, 
position, 
race and color and not from merit, 
ability and talent. Black Americans 
do not accept and do not believe in 
the acceptability of Jim Crow educa- 
tional institutions even though they are 
supposed to provide equal educational 
opportunities. 

‘The position of the enlightened and 
progressive Negro people today is that 
there is no more justification for a 
Negro car on the railroads for the spe- 
cial accommodation of Negro pas 
sengers than there is for a Negro 
sidewalk on a street in city or country. 

The history of the struggle for 
Negro rights demonstrates that it must 
take the form of the struggle for iden- 
tical treatment. Where American 
race prejudice is permitted to provide 
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different accommodations and facilities 
for transportation, education and recre- 
ation for the Negro people, the accom- 
modations and facilities in transporta- 
tion, education and are 
certain to be inferior to that for the 
white people. For the very acceptan 
of a difference in accommodation in 
transportation, recreation and educ 
tion, is a recognition of the belief in 
the inferiority of the Negro people to 
the white. And if the Negro. people 
permit themselves to be recognized as 
inferior to any other race, they are 
certain to be forced to accept inferior 
treatment, and inf treatment 
through a prolonged period of time, 
tends to reduce peoples to an inferior 
condition. 

Thus, the high mission of the Negro 
people is to fight for the American and 
world publics’ acceptance of the philos- 
ophy of race equality. It is an anom- 
alous condition, to say the least, that 
foreigners of all races and nationalities 
even when their countries are in a 
state of war with the United States 
of America enjoy privileges and rights 
denied to black Americans whose blood 
has crimsoned the soil of every battle 
field from the American Revolution 
against Great Britain to Flander's 
fields. Race equality as a philosophy 
of the Negro people can brook no limi- 
tation, for any limitation will be con- 
strued as a signal for persecution. 

In the name, therefore, of the Negro 
people whose brawn and brain, sweat 
and blood helped to build our great 
nation, I hail this magnificent congress 
of the American League for Peace and 
Democracy! The Negro people, the 
most oppressed and persecuted of all 
groups in our country, hail that great 
Teader of vision, courage, independence 
and humanity, the President of the 
United States, Franklin Delano Roose- 
velt! We hail him as the greatest of 
all the great presidents of America! 
We hail, him as the outstanding states- 
man of the world! We hail the New 
Deal for its Social Security Act, the 
Railway Retirement Act, the Railway 
Labor Act, the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act, and its sound, sane and 
sensible policies in meeting the grave 
problems of unemployment! We hail 
the progressive and liberal forces of 
the nation who are militantly fighting 
for the preservation of Democracy and 
the attainment of peace! We hail the 
‘organized labor movement despite its 
tragic split, and bid the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and the Congres of 
Industrial Organizations onward to 
unity 
We hail the struggle of the Jewish 

people for security, safety and peace 
from the horrors of Hitler's minions of 
persecution and Mussolini’s racial bigo- 
try! May the new year find the forces 
for Democracy and peace developing 

ind power to ensure mod- 
ration from reverting to a 

midnight of barbarism! ‘To the task 
of advancing the great cause of human 

recreation 
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progress, tolerance, freedom and jus- 
tice, Democracy and peace; the Negro 
people have set their hand, and from 
it they will never turn, 

Make Democracy 
Work 
sued from page 9) 

‘They aren't anarchists. ‘They are 
people whose self-interest leads them to 
fear and hate any sort of effort made in 

interest by other people—even 
‘when those other people happen to be 
90 per cent of the population. They 
believe that government should serve 
the interests of the few alone, at the 
expense of the interests of the many 

(Conti 

Real Public Enemies 
‘They are the real enemies of Demoe- 

racy, the ones who really want to over- 
throw our government and set up a 
dictatorship. In America, they don’t 

these things openly. Love of 
Democracy is too strong among the 
masses of the people for that. Conse- 
quently the enemies of Democracy have 
to dress up their real aims in words and 
phrases that pay lip service or type- 
writer service to the thing they are real- 
ly attacking, That is why the enemies 
of collective bargaining try to tell us 
the Wagner Act has to be amended so 
that workers can really be free—free 
from trade unions. They try to tell us 
that freedom of organization has to be 
restricted so that the people can really 
organize. They want to censor speech 
for the sake of freedom of the press. 
‘And above all, they want to restrict 
and abolish the right to strike and to 
picket so the workers can be free to 
improve their living and working 
conditions. 

P've made these slogans sound sim- 
ple. In reality they are put much more 
subtly, so subtly at times that sizable 

groups of people are taken in by them. 
You have only to look at certain of the 
recent elections to see how numbers of 
‘our people were taken in by candidates 
whose real interests are opposed to 
theirs. 

We have a job of educating to do. 
We have to show the people that these 
slogans about Democracy and freedom 
are real, that they are the property of 
the people and not the exclusive copy- 
right of the demagogues and the pro- 
fessional patriots. For much too long 
a time these words have been preémpted 
by individuals to whom they are only 
a means of deception. Democracy, 
patriotism, religion, family, have been 
used by jingoists in an attempt to show 
that it is patriotic to be reactionary; 
that it is a religious duty to be a tory, 
and that it is unpatriotic to try to 
strengthen Democracy and make it 
work. 

Tes time we take these words back 
from the individuals that have held 
hem so long, and make them our own. 
Phe things they represent are ours. 

We know there's nothing 
about wanting higher wages and short- 
ex hours and better food for our fam- 
ilies, We are convinced that the job 
we are doing is the essence of Ameri- 
canism, and nobody can tell us it isn’t. 

Not even Mr. Dies and his un- 
American committee can tell us that. 
On the contrary, we can tell Mr. Dies 
and the people behind him a few things. 
We can tell them, and the Congres 
that let itself be stampeded into giving 
him thousands of dollars for his sup 
posed investigation, that they're looking 
in the wrong place for un-Americanism, 

The un-American Mr. Dies and his 
committee spent a lot of time and a 
good piece of money telling the public 
that they suspect radicalism in certain 
places. We won't go into the sources 
of their information—the fact th: 

A bulletriddled ambulance from Spain appeared at the American Congress 

they relied on unsupported testimony 
by a crew of finks, stool-pigeons, ex- 
conviets—and neurotic one-time lib- 
erals—needn't concern us right now. 

‘What is really interesting is that the 
Dies Committee found out there was 
radicalism among certain unemployed 
‘organizations and among other labor 
organizations, particularly those deal- 
ing with lower-paid workers. Surely 
this would seem to prove that unem- 
ployment, insecurity, low wages offer 
the best surroundings in which radical- 
ism can grow. Why doesn’t Mr. Dies 
investigate this? He has plenty of ma- 
terial to work on. We are now in the 
tenth year of economic depression. ‘Ten 
million people are unemployed, of 
whom less than three million get 
W.P.A. jobs. My only wonder is that 
we don’t have a great deal more radi 
calism among this great group of 
people. 

Attacks on the New Deal 
But more significant of the real aims 

‘of Dies and the anti-democratic forces 
behind him are his attacks on the pres- 
ent Administration and its officers and 
employees. Why are these attacks 
made? Precisely because the present 
Administration has put some of. the 
precepts of Democracy in practice, The 
Wagner Act, the Social Security law, 
the Wages and House Bill, the W.P. 
are real steps in the direction of making 
Democracy work for the people. ‘That 
is why the labor-haters and the enemies 
of Democracy want to destroy these 
things. Dies and the other mouth 
who scream red at everything pro- 
gressive are only their tools. The gen- 
tleman from Texas undoubtedly has 
had his ego enormously inflated with 
all the publicity his committee has se- 
cured. ‘That's his reward—the real 
people behind him are hoping for some- 
thing more tangible. 

‘They want to balance the budget. 
‘They want to amend the Wagner Act 
out of existence and cut relief and 
abolish W.P.A. and destroy the Wages 
and Hours Act. They want, to put it 
bluntly, to do the things to our people 
here that their colleagues in Germany 
have been able to do through Hitler. 

And a great part of the technique is 
to smear the people and the organiza- 
tions that stand for these practical ex- 
pressions of Democracy with the old 
and thoroughly stinking red_ herring. 
Because Governor Murphy refuses to 
spill workers’ blood in Flint and Pon- 
tiac, he must be a communist, a wrecker 
of homes, an enemy of 
synonymous terms to the red-baiters 
Because the New Deal offers work and 
‘a measure of security to a portion of the 
unemployed, the New Deal is domi- 
nated by Moscow. ‘The logic is perfect. 
If you try to make Democracy function 
in the interests of the people whom it 
is supposed to safeguard, you are an 
enemy of society. 

‘These are signs of Fascism in Amer- 
.. There are others. Plenty of in 

religion— 
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        viduals are trying right now to stir up 
minority hatred, hatred of Jews, of 
Catholics, of aliens. They aren’t doing 
it just for fun, They're doing it for a 
very real purpose. ‘That purpose is to 
attack Democracy, to try to turn the 
anger and disappointment of the people 
away from those responsible for their 
disappointment onto the shoulders of a 
minority. 

[he story of Germany amply illus- 
trates this, There the Jews have been 
made the victims of as brutal a cam- 
paign of cruelty as has ever been seen 
anywhere in the history of the world. 
Why? Because Hitler and his masters 
need a scapegoat. ‘The process is clear. 
Democracy and the Jews—these are 
made responsible for all the evils the 
German people suffer from, Democracy 
has been wiped out. The Jewish people 
are still physically there. ‘They must 

ffer for the poverty and the degrada- 
tion that Fascism and its promoters 
have inflicted on the Germans. 

Labor knows very well that it must 
fight anti-Semitism and persecution of 
minorities. Persecution and oppression 
are an old story to labor. In every 
country where Democracy has never 
existed, or where it has been destroyed, 
labor has suffered the same fate as the 
Jews and the helpless minorities. In 
Germany, labor was the first thing 
Hitler’s gangsters attacked. Its organi- 
zations were broken, its leaders jailed 
and murdered. A levy was laid on the 
workers, as a levy is now being laid on 
the Jews. Not a capital levy, for labor 
has no capital, but labor's wages were 
stolen, labor's butter was stolen to make 
cannon, the milk was stolen from 
labor's children. And above all, Hit- 
ler’s thieves have tried to steal labor's 
hhope for any future benefit. ‘They have 
tried to kill, once and for all, the desire 
of labor to organize. 

We know that they can’t steal this 
hope for the future from the German 
people. When the people are ready, 
they will rise against Hitler and de- 
stroy him, and they will return Ger- 
many to the decency and sanity it came 
from. 

      

  

  

    

  

Keep Fascism Out 
We can help them here. We can 

help them by keeping this monster of 
Fascism out of our country. Every ad- 
vance that we make for Democracy is 
an advance for the oppressed and the 
suffering of the entire world, for Fas- 
cism has to grow to exist. There are 

igns that our people and our govern- 
ment are aware of this. The confer- 
ence at Lima just concluded has been 
a severe setback to Nazi dreams of 
expansion in this hemisphere, The 
withdrawal of our ambassador from 
Germany in protest against the sav- 
ageries against the Jews was a stinging 
blow to Hitler. The fact that his news- 
papers are still howling against the 
United States is proof. 
We have to do more. We have to 

show the would-be Fuehrers of this 

  

      
      
        
      
      
      
      
      
      
      
              
        
      
      

  

         

      
       

  

        
      

   
    
   

   
   
     
   
   
   

     
   
    
   
    

   
    

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
    
    

   
   
   
      
    

    

    
   
   
     
     

   
   
    
   
    
     
     
    
    
    
    
     

     

    Albin Ragawskas, @ wounded Lincoln 
Brigade veteran, comes home 

country that Fascism is not wanted 
here. Our own Girdlers and Fords 
and Weirs have to be made to see that 
America is a real democracy, that they 
cannot defy the laws of our country 
and the wishes of the whole people 
successfully. A wonderful beginning 
has been made, My own organization, 
the C.LO., is making a tremendous 
contribution in bringing collective bar- 
gaining and industrial Democracy to 
millions of American workers—the ma- 
jority of whom never knew it before. 
Throughout the country millions of 
men and women of good will are fight- 
ing for Democracy, for progress, for 
the decencies of human life. We have 
to help them, to show them that 
Democracy can work and that only 
through Democracy can they hope to 
achieve their hopes and aspirations. 

John L. Lewis, the president of the 
C.LO,, said some months ago: “A citi- 
zen of the United States has a right to 
live and a right to work.” That is the 
heart of the problem. Unless we see 
that the American people realize those 
rights, we cannot keep our country 
going. 

I believe it can be done. ‘The fact 
that the enemies of Democracy are 
active and vocal within the framework 
of Democracy itself shouldn’t be al- 
lowed to discourage us. A long time 
ago the first Americans dealt with an 
‘even stronger tory enemy than we have 
They set up a democracy in the middle 
of a long and exhausting war. We 
have had that democracy for over 150 
years, and it has been vastly improved 
and extended. 

What we have to do now is to im- 
prove it further. The people of Amer- 
ica want to see this done. They are 
willing and ready to take whatever 
steps are needed. Organized labor hi 
the greatest share of this task. Any 
would-be dictator will have the four 

  

  

  

million of the CLO. to answer to. 
As we do that job, we will be show- 

ing the people of America that we 
deserved their trust, And more, we 
will be showing the people of the world 
that leadership still comes from Amer- 
ica, that the first home of Democracy 
can hold and maintain the freedom that 
its people first showed could be 
achieved. 

  

Good Will Must Act 
(Continued from page 23) 

stand by and watch it blotted out, 
surrender by surrender, in every other 

in the world: first Austria, 
then Czechoslovakia, and tomorrow— 
unless we Americans are now vigilant 
and determined—in Republican Spain. 

Since everything that strengthens 
the forces of Fascism weakens the or- 
derly and codperative processes of De- 
mocracy, we have been undermining 
the very foundations of orderly gov- 
ernment in our own part of the world. 
In. the interests of peace we have 
helped bring war nearer and have in- 
creased the physical handicaps under 
which, despite all our efforts, we may 
have to fight. Under the guise of 
neutrality the United States has up to 
now been benevolently favorable to 
the Fascist terrorisms that threaten to 
consolidate and universalize their bar- 
baric rule, Hating war, we have pro- 
moted it; hating tyranny, we have 
helped it. Only those who openly 
favor the Nazis and the Fascists, or 
who are already completely terrorized 
by them, can now go on with a policy 
that wrecks so consistently our honest 
intentions. Millions of Americans, 
representing every shade of public 
opinion and political interest, now de- 
mand a reversal of our policy toward 
the world conflict that is taking place 
in Spain, We demand a positive at- 
tempt to retrieve, even at the last fatal 
moment, the colossal blunders we 
have committed, and aided Europe to 
commit, during the past two years. We 
demand a policy toward Republican 
Spain that is consistent with our own 
self-respect and our own vital inter- 
est in the maintenance of civilization 
itself, It is still not too late to take 
an independent American line of ac- 
tion in the present crisis. Such a line 
would be embodied in two measures 

What We Must Do 

      

  

  

First: we should announce to the 
world that we will, under no condi- 
tion, recognize Franco's belligerent 
rights. As proof of our intentions, we 
should further make plain that we will 
at once abandon the present embargo 
fon the normal processes of trade in all 
commodities with the legally estab- 
lished Loyalist government of Spain: 
not merely should we resume trade, 
we should announce our readiness to 
maintain the free passage of goods to 
and from Republican Spain under the 

  convoy of the United States Navy 
Second: we should let the British 

and French governments know that 
any attempt to hand Spain over to the 
Fascist tyrannies, as a whole or in 
part, as an incident in their dishon- 
orable policy of “appeasement” will be 
regarded here as an unfriendly act 
against our own people and against our 
neighbors in South America 

If we have the courage to announce 
and to carry through these two poli- 
cies, relying upon our actions rather 
than upon our words to convince the 
Fascist terrorisms of our meaning, we 
will have the honor, second only to 
that of Republican Spain, of being the 
first great democracy with sufficient 
belief in its own institutions to make 
a stand against the plague that is now 
spreading across the world. In do- 
ing this, we shall not be bringing war 
loser to our doors: on the contrary, 
we shall be putting it further awa 
for neither the Nazis nor the Fascists 
have yet dared to engage in an open 
fight with any country that had even 
half their size or manpower or effi 
ciency. The secret of Fascism’s re- 
peated successes is to terrorize the 
weak, to bully the helpless, and to re- 
duce to a state of maudlin impotence 
the indecisive. The very possibility 
of their universal triumph, even. in 
Europe, will disappear once they meet 
with the open and courageous resist- 
ance of a strong free people. 

  

  

  

  

  

An American Program 
Our business, as Americans, is not 

to involve ourselves in the supine and 
treacherous policies now followed by 
the French and British governments. 
Our business, in our own self-defense, 
is to disentangle ourselves completely 
from those pro-Fascist policies and to 
come out with a line of our own, This 
line should involve non-intercourse 
with Fascist states; non-codperation in 
the appeasement of Fascism, and, in 
turn, it should multiply our ties and 
our allegiances with and extend our 
active economic aid to every country 
that has the intelligence and the man- 
hhood to oppose Fascism. For a com- 
pulsive and systematic barbarism is 
what the Fascists seek to substitute for 
our civilization: the civilization we 
derive from the Hebrews, the Greeks, 
and the Romans, the civilization that 
was widened and universalized in 
meaning, as well as further human- 
ized, by the Christian Church, the 
civilization that was established on 
still more democratic and_ universal 
foundations by the fathers of our. own 
country, in association with men of 
good will everywhere. That civiliza- 
tion is worth fighting for. If we for- 
feit it to the Fascists, we lose ev 
thing, If we support it firmly we 
will gain everything—even that peace 
which has been promised not to those 
who despise peace but to all men of 
good will, But men of good will 
must act! 
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Bunomne rue Leacue 
A United Movement in Common Resistance to War and Fascism 

OUR greatest Congress has exerted 
influence in Washington and through- 
out the country. This influence will 
grow as the decisions are carried out 

‘The American Congress for Peace 
and Democracy represented a wide sec- 
tion of the American people and there 
was particular growth in the repre- 
sentation from trade unions and youth 
organizations, ‘The Credentials Com- 
mittee drastically cut the representa- 
tion from many organizations in an 
attempt to arrive at a correctly con- 
servative figure. The final figure of 
the representation at the Congress 
through the 1,255 official delegates is 
given as 7,470,937, divided as follows:   

    

Labor 2.006051 
Youth 1872,743, 
Women 594239 
American League for Peace 

and Democracy 19972 
Religious 704799 
Negro 63,608 
Educational and Cultural 107,508 

Fann 81 
Professional 15,158 
Peace and Anti-Fascist 60,858. 
Chinese and China Aid 54,740 
Spanish and Spanish Ai 86,504 
Fraternal and Language 551,581 

Civic 44088 
Civil Rights 630,136 

Codperatives 79341 
Political 384,174 

Jorge Peralta, a fraternal delegate 
from the Columbian Confederation of 
Labor, South America, represented 
160,000 members. 

The National Negro Congress dele- 
gate represented 600 affliated organiza- 
tions, some of whom are duplicated in 
the above figures and are therefore not 
included in them, 

Sixty-one observers were present 
representing 2,353,205 people, and 
there were more than 350 visitors. 

It should be noted that about 65 per 
ent of the organizations represented 
had never before attended an Amer- 
fcan League Congress. The political 
parties referred to in the credentials 
report are local or regional parties and 
‘no national political party is included 
or was asked to send delegates, ‘Those 
listed include the Washington Com- 
monwealth Federation, the Wisconsin 
Progressive Party, the Minnesota 
Farmer-Labor Party, etc 

  

  

  

  

THE American League, which is the 
executive arm of the Congress, rec- 
ognizes the work which must be done 

THE FIGHT, February 1939 

By Russell Thayer 

in the farm districts and the towns to 
bring our program to the entire coun: 
try and to enlist its support. 

‘Among the major decisions taken by 
the Congress, aside from the resolu- 
tions adopted, was one to hold 1,000 
meetings throughout the country. im: 
mediately to put forward our program, 
to rally the forces opposing 
and to enlarge these forces. . 
meetings will be held on issues sucl 
as lifting the embargo on the Spanish 
Government, placing an embargo on 
Germany, Japan and Italy, defending 
the Wagner Act, opposing the appro- 
priations of new funds for the Di 
Committee (which has become th 
rallying-point of the Fascist forces in 
the United States), and providing so- 
cially useful work for all our people. 
Another decision was to distribute 
10,000,000 leaflets on major issues 
through house-to-house _ canvassin 
This can be done. In England 
000,000 leaftets were distributed in one 
week, 

   

    

   

WE are proud to publish several com- 
munications to the Congress 

“The tragic events of the last few 
months have fully confirmed the cor 
rectness of the policy pursued by the 
League. It has already become clear 

  

that the policy of Munich, of sur- 
render to the Fascist aggressors, ha: 
not even meant a respite, Its result 
has been to strengthen the brutality 
and vehemence of the Fascist offensive. 

“A wave of horror and indignation 
has swept the U.S.A. at the crimes of 
Fascist. racial persecution, intensified 
by the revelations of Nazi espionage 
and intrigue directed against American 
Democracy, On all sides is heard the 
call for a Nazi embargo. This re 
tion influences and encourages pro- 
gressive opinion throughout the world. 
But still more important is the need 
to lift the embargo from the victims 
of Fascist aggression, 

“In the new stage of intenser strug- 
gle between the forces of Fascism and 
Democracy, the progressive and peace 
forces of the United States can play 
a vital réle in mobilizing world public 
‘opinion in support of peace and free- 
dom, The peoples of the rest of the 
world are looking to the U.S.A. for 
its effective collaboration. 

“oR THE WORLD COMMITTEE 
AINST WAR AND FASCISM. 
“Paul Langevin, President 

“Francis Jourdain, General Secretary” 

  

  

  

  

“The democracies are in danger. 
It is no longer possible for any one of 

  
The trade union organicers of the American League: left to right, Ray Aversa, 

ALE. Edverds, C: HH. Ven Tyne, Ed Rutledge (standing), Alex Goldman 

them to isolate itself. The threaten 
ing ring of the Fascisms, Nazisms and 
racisms of Germany, Italy and Japan 
is drawing closer around us. Their 
fanatical armies are ready to strike, 
Brothers of America, let us unite to 
repulse the wave of barbarism which 
is breaking over the whole world. 
Freedom, social justice and reason are 
fighting in our ranks. To conquer or 
die! ‘The whole future, happiness 
and honor of humanity is at stake. 

“WORLD COMMITTEE A 
WAR AND FASCISM. 

“Romain Rolland, Honorary Presi- 
dent.” 

    

  st 

“The defense of democratic prin- 
ciples, which figures on the agenda of 
your Congress, is at the present time 
‘one of the principal preoccupations of 
all who realize the seriousness of the 
international situation, 

“The collaboration of American and 
European public opinion is one of the 
essential conditions for the realization 
of this mighty joint action, which is 
more indispensable now than eve 

“For this reason we follow with 
great interest and sympathy the work 
of your movement, and hope that your 
Congress will contribute towards 
drawing closer the ties between our 
two continents for the good of the 
whole of humanity. 

“Pierre Cot (President of the 
International Peace Campaign.” 

  

  

  he help of the great American 
Democracy is invaluable for the crea- 
tion of a barrier against Fascism. We 
hope that the American League for 
Peace and Democracy will succeed in 
codrdinating the democratic forces of 
the United States for this great task 

“The American people are reali 
ing better and better every day that 
their active collaboration in the fight 
against Fascism is a decisive factor. 

“Te is for the American League for 
Peace and Democracy to strengthen 
and develop this movement, which 

surance of vietory. 
“Jean Zyromski 

(Member of Secretariat of 
World Committee against War 
and Fascism; member of Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the 
French Socialist Party, and of 
the Executive of the Labour 
and Socialist International).” 
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Yo ut off 

THE National Student Federation 
of America, meeting at Purdue U: 
versity December 27th to 3lst, ex- 
pressed the belief that student govern- 
ments should activate and encourage 
peace interest and peace education on 
the campus, maintaining that there is 
a minimum basis of agreement on 
peace policies among American stu- 
dents. Briefly, the minimum principles 
are: the acceptance of the Declaration 
of Lima which calls for codperation in 
the western hemisphere for the main- 
tenance of peace and Democracy ; non- 
partisan relief to victims of aggres- 
sion; codperation with the United 
Student Peace Committee, the National 
Peace Conference, the International 
Student Service and the Far Eastern 
Student Service Fund; support of sub- 
stitution of refugee students for Na 
exchange students; endorsement of the 
All-American Student Confere 
‘They further endorsed the President's 
rearmament bill for national defense 
and urged Congress to halt shipment 
of arms and the granting of loans to 
Japan, 

  

  

  

     

  

     

  

THE National Peace Commission of 
the National Intercollegiate Christian 
Council met in Chicago, Illinois, for 
an advisory session to determine tech 
niques to be used in carrying out the 
recommendations passed at the Berea 
Kentucky, convention last year. In 
reviewing events of the past year, they 
suggested the following for study and 
action: that Cordell Hull be com- 
‘mended for his part in the Lima Con- 
ference; that the Declaration of Li 
be recognized as a codperative effort 
of the twenty-one republics to prevent 

fascist penetration in the western 
hemisphere; that this policy of good- 
will become a basis for friendship with 
youth and students of the Americas. 
The Commission voted support for the 
Havana All-American Student Con- 
ference; commended the loan of $ 
000,000 to China, and urged the com: 
ing Congress to withhold direct and 
indirect aid to Japan in the war she 
is waging, 
commended for his protest of the per- 
secutions in Germany, and it was 
urged that refugees be substituted for 
the Nazi exchange students and that 
the United Student Peace Committee 
be the agency to codrdinate this ref- 
ugee student work, 

  

    

  

  

       

President Roosevelt was 

   

THE American Student Union con- 

28 

vention, meeting in New York, felt 
that the problems of foreign policy and 
home democratic policy were one. 
‘They voted that federal relief is an in 
tegral part of national defense. The 
Good Neighbor policy of President 
Roosevelt was upheld by a large vote 
For the first time the A.S.U. urged 
multilateral disarmament at such 
time when nations act in concert to 
reéstablish security, friendship and 
peace. They reaffirmed their previous 
position for optional R.O.T.C. and 
recommended that the hand of friend- 
ship be extended to the R.O.T.C. to 
urge them to come into the liberal 
groups on the campus and carry out a 
program which would no longer be 
anti-democratic and antislabor. They 
emphasized the need for a foreign pol- 
icy that will distinguish between ag- 
gressor nations and their viet 

  

  

  

OVER three hundred young people, 
representing approximately 1,800,000 
constituents, took part in the Youth 
Session of the American Congress for 
Peace and Democracy, Compared 
with our Pittsburgh congress, there 
was an increase not only in numbers 
but also in representation, 

The key problem of # 
to determine how the League can be 

tive in reaching young peo 
ple with our program, and how the 
various youth organizations can take 
a greater part in the activities of the 
League. One delegate told the ses 
sion that in our effort to interest and 

wolve young peop positive 
peace program we should consider the 
70 per cent of the youth who belong 
to no organization, suggesting that 
youth peace clubs be sponsored, which 
would also give them the kind of so- 
cial and sport activities they want. 
Further suggestions were: that the 
League issue more material on our 
program, directed to young people; 
that we bring our program to the at- 
tention of all youth groups in order 
that we may find out on which points 
we can codperate; that all youth and 
college publications mention in their 
columns the Gaines Case (the case 
of a Negro student who was at first 
refused admission to study law in a 
Missouri university, but who finally 
won his right to enroll there). Other 
important recommendations made will 
appear in the proceedings which will 
soon be published. 

—Reaiwa Raxoczy 

  

  

  

    

  

    

People in the Lobby 
(Continued from page 10) 

he said, “hell bent for adventure.” As 
a seaman he saw war in China, and war 
in Spain, and war in Ethiopia. “And I 

got to worrying about it,” he said. “So 
‘one day I asked a guy on the ship, who 
seemed to know a lot, what he thought 
all these wars were about. 

“Well, he told me. But I didn't 
understand it, and I thought the guy 
was a dirty red.” 

Dippy had been in Nicaragua, too, 
with the American marines. He remem- 
bers a fellow who was fighting on 
Sandino’s side—an American. ‘The fel- 
low told Dippy he was fighting for 
Liberty. Dippy thought that was pret- 
ty funny. 

But then somehow, it all changed 
for him. He got sore at all this Fas- 
cism and Nazism. He learned a lot 
in the union, and organized for it for 
awhile. And then he went to Spain to 
fight for Democracy. 

“One day in Spain,” Dippy said, 
“Tm training a gun crew, and who 
turns up as one of my students, but 
that fellow I met in Nicaragua who 
was fighting for Liberty. We're on the 
same side now.” 

Dippy was wounded three times, and 
he'd go back and die for Spain, “It's 
damned important,” he said. “But I 
don’t suppose you understand. 
You can't understand over here.” And 
he suddenly looked awfully tired 

    

  

  

People from Everywhere 
It's hard to give you an idea of all 

the different kinds of people who were 
at that Congress, They came from 
everywhere, They represented every- 
thi 

  

  There was Mrs, Sam Ornitz, wife 
cof the well-known author of Haunch, 
Paunch and Jowl. Mrs. Ornitz. came 
all the way from Los Angeles to at- 
tend the Congress. She said she had 
always fought shy of being a ‘“club- 
woman.” The tag was anathema to 
her. But the American League finally 
got under her skin. And she is now 
its women’s leader in Los Angeles. 
She was full of stories of the chain 
luncheons she has been running, which, 
she said, had interested eight thousand 
Los Angeles women in the work of the 
League, “My theory is, involve people, 
no matter in how small a way,” she 
said. 

     

‘There was a Unitarian preacher who 
had come from Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
for the Congress, He was sitting up in 
the balcony, with two Spanish war vet- 
erans, getting his fill of information to 
take back to Michigan students and the 
members of his congregation. 

An ex-letter carrier was one of the 
first ones that I happened to approach 
in the lobby. A big man, he was, with 
a lock of graying hair that wouldn't 
stay out of his eyes. He had driven 
all the way from Denver for the Con- 
gress, and looked hollow-eyed, but 

  

  

    

wouldn't take a rest until there was 
He was Frank 

Monroe, who carried mail for Uncle 
Sam from 1897 to 1919. After twenty- 
fone years of service, he was. fired. 
Framed on a disloyalty charge,” he 

said, “because I talked about war graft. 
They said I was obstructing the draft 
act.” To add to his sins, he was active 
in the Letter Carriers Union. 

He was an anarchist then, he said. 
“But still,” he added, “I sort of be 
lieved you had to pull together to get 
better working conditions.” He is still 
carrying on what he likes to call his 
“nefarious” activities, one of which was 
to organize the League in Denver, he 
said. He was a delegate from the 
Colorado Progressive Federation, 

nothing else going on. 

  
  

The Youngest Delegate 
Perhaps the most self-possessed of thi 

delegates was Michael. You couldn’t 
stump Michael, though he was only 
fourteen and the youngest delegate 
there. He was from Germany, and 
wouldn’t use any other name but 
Michael on his badge or to the re- 
porters. “My father is still in Ger- 
many,” he would explain patiently 
The Washington reporters were gath- 
ered around him on Saturday after- 
noon in the press room. Just as I came 
up, he was explaining that the recent 
attack on Goebbels was a putsch by 
Goering, and that he felt that Hitler 
would eventually collapse because of 
internal fights within the Nazi p 
And he added, with great aplomb, 
course, you know that the leader of 
the Gestapo in Berlin is in love with 
a Jewish woman, too.” ‘The reporters 
wrote busily. Finally one of them said, 
“Where do you get all your dope, 
sonny?” “Tread the papers,” said 
Michael 

His father, he said, was a German 
Jew, and a professor of languag 
Four years ago his father sent him and 
his mother and sister out of Germany 
They lived in Holland, and only re- 
cently came over to this country. His 
father is still over there, trying to 
get out, 

  

    

  

        

    

    

In Nazi Schools 
Michael remembers Germany and 

the storm-troopers. The schools, he 
said, are different in Germany. ‘The 
teachers beat you up over there,” he 
said. 

“Very often?” he was asked 
“No, not very often. Just about 

once a day, or once in two days.” 
He didn’t dislike it particularly, 

though. He didn’t really know what 
it was all about, “I didn’t read the 
papers there,” he said, “and of course 
the teachers didn’t tell you any of the 
things about the Nazi régime. But in 
Holland they did.” 

Michael is extraordinarily intelli- 
gent, admires Thomas Mann, speaks 
English perfectly, is studying in the 
Metropolitan Vocational High School 
in New York to be a printer. He was 
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a delegate from his Current Events 
Club and from the American Student 
Union, and he took the Congress with 
notebook and pencil, and kept his big 
serious blue eyes solemnly on the 
speakers. 

Refugee from Hitler 
Another refugee from Hitler was 

a tow-headed, bespectacled young man 
from the Sudetenland, Franz Dill. 
Back in 1933 the Nazis warned him 
that there was “a bullet for him in the 
barrel of a gun,” when he organized 
an anti-Nazi students’ movement. Now 
as a Sudeten, you can see I would 
not be very popular with Hitler's 
henchmen,” he explained. He is sure 
that the people of Czechoslovakia have 
not succumbed to Nazism .. . that 
what pro-Nazi sentiments seem to come 
from them come only from a handful 
of Nazis “yelling at the street corners. 
He considers the freedom of the small 
countries in urope essential 
to the western democracies. “The less 
free we are, the less safe you are,” he 
said. 

There were hundreds of others 
equally interesting . . . equally excited 
about the importance of the Congress. 
=. There was a kid who hitch-hiked 
from Arizona, and a Kansas farmer's 
wife, and a New England shoe worker. 
You couldn't get all their stories into a 
book the size of the Congressional 
Record, and they were more representa- 
tive than a Gallup poll 

astern 

Organize! 
Fl sdi(faad psec oy 

wants the right to work for fair wages 
under decent working conditions. La- 
bor wants the right to share in tl 
increased productivity of industry, in 
the achievements of American culture, 
in the progress of the nation. Labor 
Wants peace in the world, for war 
means a slaughte: in which the wor 

wariably get the rough end of the 
bor seeks tolerance among 

races and peoples of different religions, 
Labor seeks a voice in government. 
Labor would strengthen our political 
Democracy through the establishment 
‘of economic Democracy. In short, 
Tabor wants a chance to live in comfort, 
decency and security. 

In this connection may I suggest the 
Use of a slogan to rally support to 
Tabor's objectives, which are the objec- 

ives of every fair-minded individual 
and group in American society? ‘The 
slogan is: “What helps labor helps 
you!” 

No true friend of labor will get in 
bed with those modern Tories who 
would execute a flank attack on our 
iving standards by secking to amend 

ut of existence the Wagner Act. That 
act is calculated to give labor a fair 
break in dealings with the industrial- 
ists, Any move to weaken it is a move 
against labor. Any move against labor 
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On behalf of Cardinal Mundelein, Bishop Bernard J. Sheil repudiated Father 
Coughlin as a spokesman for the Catholic Church 

is a move against the security of 
America. 

In our deliberations concerning the 
problems of peace and Democracy we 
cannot omit mention of the Dies Com- 
mittee. We have been cautioned not 
to speak ill of the dead. Unfortunately, 
the Dies Committee is yet to be buried, 
but until the stench which pervades 
that body leaves our sensitive nostrils, 
we must expose it for what it is 
namely, an un-American committee, as 
President Roosevelt put it, which 
slanders outstanding citizens and 
smears progressive movements. 

Dies Committee 
‘The Dies Committee was shamed by 

the Shirley Temple and Gypsy Rose 
Lee incidents, but it is a force which 
must be dealt with by something more 
potent than ridicule. When we con- 
sider that none other than Fritz Kuhn, 
the leading American Nazi, appeared 
as a guest at a recent dinner given in 
honor of Congressman Dies, then we 
begin to see behind the smokescreen of 
the supposedly anti-Nazi investigation 
which the Congressman is authorized 
tocarry on. The late Paul Y. Ander- 
son, famous Washington correspondent, 
showed what a mockery the Dies Com- 
mittee hearings were. 

‘The Dies Committee is not the com- 
mittee to root out un-Americanism, be- 
cause success in that effort means sui- 
cide for the Dies Committee 

While we are striving to solve the 
problems of social security—the elimi- 
nation of unemployment, the extension 
of the provisions of the Social Security 
‘Act, the building of the trade unions— 
we are at the same time confronted 
with the appalling fact that war 
raging on three continents. Prepara- 
tions for war are being hurried by 
many nations, Mars, God of War, is 

bidding for power—and not only by 
radio! 

Only the “flivver” mind holds that 
the United States can ignore the storms 
that rage outside. Modern means of 
communication and of travel have made 
us neighbors of peoples of distant lands. 
Our fences are down and it behooves 
us to extend the policy of the Good 
Neighbor. . 

The betrayal of the Czech republic 
by the “four little angels of peace” did 
not chloroform the American public. 
Yankee shrewdness did not fall for the 
Pact of Munich, nor for any bargains 
made with Fascist dictators. We were 
skeptical of the promises of Hitler and 
Mussolini, and now all the world 
knows that Munich was merely a step- 
ping-stone to other aggressions. ‘The 
barbaric treatment of the Jews and 
Catholics of Germany, Italian cries for 
Corsica and Tunisia, the Japanese in- 
vasion of South China, the intensified 
Franco offensive in Spain—these were 
the immediate results of Munich and 
should be understood as si 

Positive Peace Policy 
Fortune Magazine's recent poll of 

opinion shows that the American peo- 
ple are definitely in favor of the adop- 
tion of a positive peace policy on the 
part of the United States Government. 
‘This finding comes as a ray of light 
to those of us who have been preach- 
ing the doctrine of collective security 
these past few years. It means that 
we may soon have answers to the fol- 
lowing questions which have been put 
to us so often in this period: 

“Where is the conscience of the 
world? How much longer are Span- 
ish women and children to be blown 
to smithereens by Fascist bombs, or to 
be starved for lack of food? What 
paralysis grips humanity, aghast at the 

sight ot children torn from the arms 
of their parents by the Nazi terror? 
Where is the conscience of America, 
which with one hand lends money to 
succor the Chinese people and with the 
other hand ships scrap iron to Japan:to 
be made into war machines?” 

No public health authority permits 
a diseased individual to mingle freely 
with his neighbors. Similarly no gov- 
ernmental authority should permit the 
Fascist Ieper to prey upon the com- 
munity of nations. It is high time for 
democratic countries to adopt the policy 
enunciated in October, 1937, by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt: “Quarantine the ag- 

America must give leadership to the 
world in the fight for peace and De- 
mocracy. ‘The countries of Central 
Europe became infected with the germ 
of Hitlerism, because their govern- 
ments did not have the courage to 
fight for their principles. Let us learn 
from their misfortunes. We must be 
vigilant against Fascism, and we must 
be ready to act, in word and in deed, 
for Democracy 

s yet, and I hope that the time will 
never come, the United States need not 
engage in armed combat. As a matter 
of fact, if we are diligent in following 
the policy of quarantining the aggress- 
ors by economic embargoes, at the same 
time aiding the victims of aggression, 
we shall have gone a long way toward 
restoring peace in the world and to- 
ward building the foundations for so- 
cial security in this country. 

Expose the Fascists 
I sincerely believe that we should 

proceed to boycott the Berlin-Rome- 
Tokyo axis; to help the Spanish people 
by lifting ‘the embargo against Re- 
publican Spain; to bring relief to the 
Chinese by providing them with addi- 
tional credits for the purchase of neces- 
sary materials in this country; and, 
above all, to expose all Fascist mani 
festations in this country. From our 
knowledge of oppressive conditions in 
the dictator-ridden countries, we can 
be sure that the great majority of the 
peoples there, now bowing under the 
heel of the tyrants, will welcome ai 
thing we do to weaken their perse- 
cutors. 

Oppressed peoples in all Jands nur- 
ture the hope that the United States 
will exert its influence and its power to 
make Democracy once more a living 
and universal force, And in this coun- 
try it is evident that our citizens want 
a fuller Democracy, so they may par- 
take of the abundant life which our 
resources make possible. We cannot 
allow these calls to go unanswered. 
We cannot shirk our responsibilities. 
Organized labor, the bulwark of 
American Democracy, will be unremit- 
ting in its efforts to assist our govern- 
ment and our people to protect and 
extend the democratic way of life. 

We shall organize for peace and 
Democracy! 
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CHINA AID COUNCIL 
of the American League 
for Peace and Democracy 

Join us in sending food 
and medicine to the vice 

tims of aggression. 

  

  
  

268 4th Avenue, New York, N. ¥. 
  

HANDBOOK ON SOVIET 
DRAMA 

By H.W. L, DANA 3150 

      

Order from: 
‘THE AMERICAN RUSSIAN INSTITUTE, INC. 

6 WEST 45TH STREET NEW YORK CITY 
  

New Sensational Film 
“THE FIGHT FOR PEACE” 
by HENDRIK WILLEM VAN LOON 
A VIVID PLEA FOR PEACE 
Unanimously endorsed by peace 

organizations. 
‘An 8 reel—16 m/m sound feature. 
‘Arrangenow for adefinite booking! 
Write for catalog of other rental 

and free films. 
ee 

Y.M.C.A. MOTION PICTURE BUREAU 
347 Madison Avenue, New York, N.Y. 
19 South LaSalle Street, Chicago, Ill. 
351 Turk Street, San Francisco, Calif. 

  

Tom Mooney Free 
(Continued from page 21) 

the miscarriage of justice and the need 
for exposing the interests responsible 
for his conviction, 

‘The upsurge of the labor movement 
in California began in agriculture, 
among the most depressed and. op- 
pressed group of workers. This was 
in 1932. Then it spread to the water- 
front. It was the New Deal that held 
out real promise to labor. Labor took 
this promise at its face value. Even 
the unorganized at last saw a gleam of 
hope. Section 7a of the N.R.A. 
strengthened labor's determination to 
organize. ‘The new spirit in the labor 
movement took full advantage of the 
opportunities 

In November 1938 labor and the 
progressives of California elected Cul- 
bert Olson as their representative, 

Political unity in the labor move 
ment and unity among all progressives 
at long last had put a man who repre- 
sented the interests of the majority 
into the Governor's chair 

  

At the Pardon Hearing 
When Tom Mooney walked into 

the Assembly room of the State Capitol 
on the morning of January 7th, the 
paths in front of the building were 
ined with people. Governor Olson 
was already making his analysis of the 
Mooney case in the jammed Assembly 
Chamber. Suddenly tumultuous cheers 
and applause were heard from outside 
the building and then down the hall 
While the Governor went on reading, 
the audience stiffened visibly and all 
eyes turned to look at the man who 
walked quietly down the aisle. The 
silence was electric. Tom Mooney, 
white-haired, his ruddy face wreathed 
in smiles, walked with a firm gait and 
took his place behind the rail in the 
Assembly Chamber. 

Behind the prisoner sat his wife, his 
sister, his brother, his wife's sister, 
and leaders of the labor movement. 
Tom Mooney was calm—one of the 
most composed people in that room. 

‘The no pause in the proceedings 
as the prisoner sat down. ‘There was 
no pause until Governor Olson said, 
“If there is anyone in this room with 
any new evidence who is opposed to 
the pardon will he step forward a 
state his objection.” A moment later 
people relaxed as Olson went on, only 
to stiffen again with a new kind of 
tension when the Governor said, “Tom 
Mooney, will you stand up?” Tears 
ran down the faces of the people in 
the room when the Governor told 
Mooney that not only was 
vinced of his innocence, but that he 
believed that his life had been devoted 
to helping the catise of the working 
classes and to bringing about social 
justice through solidarity in the labor 

“I now instruct Warden Smith to 
release you to the freedom that I ex- 

  

  

    

     

    

  

  

  

    

pect you to exercise with the high 
ideals T have tried to indicate.” ‘The 
words were spoken in a huge room in 
the State Capitol on January 7th by 
California's first Democratic Governor 
in forty-four years. An unprecedented 
battery of newsreel cameramen ground 
out the scene for the world to see. 
‘Three broadcasting systems carried the 
news to the entire world. A storm 
of applause shattered the tense atmos- 
phere. 

  

  

The Past and the Future 
‘Tom Mooney, shaken with emotion, 

the freest and proudest man in that 
crowded room, mounted the stand. 
Everyone there felt the presence of a 
great man. His voice broke as he 
spoke of the past and of the indignities 
to which he and his loved ones had 
been subjected. When he spoke of the 
future he was firm and confident. 
After twenty-two years in prison Tom 
Mooney took hold of the future and 
greeted it. “You, Governor Olson, 
and I, and the scene just enacted are 
symbols of the democratic expression 
of the people of California. I shall 
dedicate my life to the end that Cali- 
fornia may lift its head from the shame 
of twenty-two years by freeing my 
co-worker, Warren K. Billings . 
and I shall dedicate my life to bring- 
ing about the unification of the labor 
movement.” Mooney broke down as 
he thanked the Governor in behalf of 
the labor movement and all. the pro- 
gressives who had made this pardon 
possible, There was utter stillness 
No one moved. No one knew how 
to break the silence. 

Suddenly a call from the gallery, 
“Happy New Year, Tom,” broke the 
quiet. That was the signal for the 
tears, laughter, congratulations, and 
welcome that brought the world’s most 
famous and best-loved political prisoner 
back to his people. One young man 
with tears streaming down his face 
said he was crying because his father 
who had fought for Mooney’s freedom 
was dead and not here to see that 
freedom granted. Mrs. Fremont Older 
and Tom Mooney embraced and each 
wept and spoke of Fremont Older and 
of Mother Mary Mooney who had 
done so much to make this day pos- 
sible. Men who lead labor—hard 
men—put their arms around Tom 
Mooney and cried like babies 

“Full Speed Ahead” 

  

  

  

  

    

‘The newsreel cameramen took pic- 
ture after picture while the pardon 
scene was reénacted. Mooney’s Irish 
humor asserted itself when he pointed 
to the union “bug” on the pardon and 
said, “This is a union label pardon. 
I wouldn’t accept any other kind.” 

The crowd surged forward as he 
walked out of the Capitol down the 
block. It seemed as though everybody 
in the world wanted to touch him. 

At the luncheon that followed the 
hearing, Tom Mooney got into stride 

asa tree man, One could not believe 
this man had ever been a prisoner. He 
said very simply that he looked forward 
to “getting into harness and geared 
up for full speed ahead.” 

Telegrams from all over the world 
began to pour in . . . from every coun- 
try one can mention; others from 
friends and fellow-members of the 
Molders Union inviting him to dinner 
in cities all over America. 

‘That night as Tom Mooney spoke 
to a huge audience at a baseball park 
in the state's capital he showed his 
grasp of the world situation. He spoke 
of his case as symbolic of our entire 
political and social life. He spoke of 
the greatest force in the world today 
to prevent the onward march of 
Fascist reaction . . . a unified trade- 
union movement. 

‘Tom Mooney, a free man, is the 
living proof of labor's strength when 
unified on a great issue. Tom Mooney 
can be a tremendous force in stimul: 
ing that unity around other issues. 
Tom Mooney belongs to the people. 
He has come home to them. 

Under 
(Continued from page 17) 

  

  

the wife and kids on that, and man- 
aged to save seven dollars out of it— 
out 0° that dollar a day. Then one 
morning I got on the tractor and lost 
it, I hunted all over hell, but T 
couldn’t find it. I'd plowed them sev- 
fen bucks under. Maybe you think I 
didn’t feel knee-high to a grasshopper! 

“Then Dad turned the car over, 
killed the baby, and three of ’em laid 
in the hospital a couple of months 
‘That's what takes the stuffin’ out 0” 
you, payin’ hospital bills. Well, 1 
reckon we'll all get out some day.” 

‘They drove on, through the driving 
rain, to town. His jaw set, Clyde 
watched the road. He thought there 
ought to be something a man could 
do, some trick he could pull. There 
ought to be some way he could declare 
independence, get up, and walk out. 
If he could get his feet on the ground, 
if he could breathe, maybe he would 
be able to think of something. But 
with them all on his back, he would 
never figure it out. Maybe the young 
generation, Albert, Carl and Pete, 
smart and quick as they were, would 
break through some way. But he was 
licked, 

They crossed the bridge into town, 
and he had to watch the traffic. Alec 
got out at the courthouse. ‘They saw 
him run, a grey, shabby figure, down 
the street. Clyde stopped at the office, 
leaving his collection book. He began 
thinking of a story to tell K.C. in the 
morning. 

He took Albert to his house and 
drove home, getting there late to din- 
ner and running into a fight between 
Myra and Pete over whether Pete 
could have quarter to go and play 
pool. 
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HAT do we representing the seven million 
American citizens who haye sent us here, 

and many millions more whose hopes and 
desires we voice, now ask of Congress and the 
Administration? 

‘The first and most important action in the 
campaign for peace and Democracy is to lift 
the embargo on Spain. This is the key to the 
whole situation abroad and at home. Th 
§ invasion formed the pattern for th 
technique of Fascist aggression. If they win 
there they control the cultural motherland of 
Latin America. If they lose there their prestige 
is shaken and their capacity to penetrate the 
nations to the south of us is checked. At the 
same time Mussolini’s plans for the control of 
North Africa and Hitler’s drive to the east are 
also checked. Hence to fulfill our duty i 

h government. will meet ou 
ity for our own security and the 

continuation of Democracy elsewhere, which 
was emphasized in the President's address to 
Congress . 

‘The next step in defense of peace and Democ- 
racy against Fascist aggression is to place an 
embargo on Japan. Again I ask how we can 
justify ourselves in history for the fact that 

is getting from us over half the war 
supplies she is using to attack a country whose 
integrity we have sworn to protect? Three days 
ago the President said to Congress: “At the 
yery least we can and should avoid any action 
or any lack of action, which will encourage, 
assist or build up an aggressor.” What can that 
possibly mean in deeds except to lift the em- 
bargo on Spain and put it on Japan? The 
country is asking for this action . 

By the same token it is equally necessary that 
we place an embargo on Germany and Iialy. 
They are both invading Spain in violation of 
treaties and without cause. They both openly 
announce their plans for further aggressio 
which will involye the world in universal con: 
flict. With their partner Japan they openly 
proclaim their determination to prevent other 
nations from choosing their own form of govern- 

ment, and proceed to enforce this dictation with 
armed invasion 
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People’s 
Program 

The first step in accomplishing that defeat 
(of the reactionary forces) in the present Con- 
gress is to see to it that there is no weakening 
of the Wagner Act. This is the key point 
home, as Spain is the key point abroad. He 
is the focus of the drive of reaction. Here the 
sharpest attack will come. It has been prepared 
for by a press barrage of misinterpretations 
cerning the workings and results of the National 
Labor Relations Board. The defeat of this 
drive against the Wagner Act is not the concern 
of labor alone. Through its grant of freedom 
to organize to the workers in the mass produc- 
tion industries, this Act has developed the base 
from which democratic advance in social legis- 
lation and cultural development can proceed. 

Along with the drive against the Wagn 
goes that against the W.P.A. Here is 
vital point in the struggle between reac 
Democracy for control of the future. 
of economy, th 
sinister significa 
attitude, this willing 

    

         

  

  

  

    

  

    

      

   
  

  tolet people starve, or 
have their personalities destroyed by unem- 
ployment, has always been the characteristic 

of reaction in a time of social change. ‘The con- 
sequences now are not merely the inevitable 
final destruction of the reactionaries but the 
temporary destruction of Democracy itself. 
It is plain that in Italy and Germany the army 
of the hopeless unemployed became the Blac 
shirts and the Brownshirts, the cruel terrorists, 

  

    

        

   

    

  

the brutal persecutors of the Jews. Is that 
what our want here? It is high 
time for a unit acy to tell them they      
cannot, have it . 

  

      
Stop the Fascist advance at home and 

abroad. Recapture the territory t y 
at Munich. For those who were discouraged   

  by that development, remember this: that no 
war was ever won without some defeats. 
Remember this: that in the long course of hi 
tory, no matter what gains the Fascists ma 
make, even if they should take this country by 
Fascist force within, they cannot in the end 
triumph. Humanity has gone down into dark. 
ness many a time in its long history but its 
continual long-time march has been always a 

       

    

    
  

    

    

  

  

little further upward. But that does not relieve 
us from our responsibility of preventing the 

ntold suffering . .. We say to the Fascist 
international abroad, and to all the Fascist 
reactionaries at home, that we are just bogin- 
ing to fight.”—From the address of Dr. Harry 
F. Ward lo the American Congress for Peace and 
Democracy. 

   
   

  

  

Initial Program for 1939 

For Peace 
1. Lift the embargo on the Spanish govern - 

ment. 

    

. Place an embargo on all war supplies, 
Toans and credits to Germany, Japan 
and Italy. 

3, Support all moves to aid the suffering 
war-torn peoples of Spain, China and 

other nations invaded by Fascists. 
4. Promote the People’s Boycott of Japan- 

ese, Nazi and Italian goods. 

    

5. Replace the un-neutral “Neutrality’ 
ct with legislation which will imme- 

diately end all trade and financial trans- 
actions with a nation which invades 
another or otherwise attacks it with 
military force. 

  

         

    

6. Support aGood Neighbor Policy for 
this hemisphere which provides for 
codperation between the democratic 
forces of all its nations and which 
excludes all interference with the rights 
of these nations to govern themselves. 

  

  

For Democracy 
1, Demand the abolition of the poll tax 

te for voting and oppose all 
restrictionis on the right to the fran- 
chise. 

2. Defend the Wagner Act against all 
attempts to weaken it by amendment 
or to cripple its administration; and 

principles to state labor acts. 
3. Support the demand of the unemployed 

for government, provision of socially 
eful work, under decent standards, 

nd the demand of the aged and all 
needy persons for genuine social se- 

   

  

         

      

  

4. Oppose vigorously all anti-Semitic 
propaganda and acts; defend unre- 
stricted religious liberty, and oppose 
racial discrimination. 

5. Demand equality of political, eco- 
nomic and social opportunity for the 
Negro people, and specifically the 
enfranchisement of all Negroes and the 
passage of an anti-lynching law. 

6. Defeat the War Department plan to 
conscript labor and industry and to 
regiment. press and radio, and demand 
democratic control of the military 
branches of government. 

   

   

  

   

  

  

  

n leadership in interna 
for refugees from 

fascist persecution, opening our doors 
to as many as can be provided for. 
    

        

    

   

      

  



What one issue of 

Consumers Union Reports 

can do for you 

Tell you by brand name which HAIR DYES are most 
effective, which may cause serious skin disorders, which 
are relatively ineffective, how to find out beforehand 
whether any particular brand will harm you. (Pages 
3 10 6.) 
Guide you to a “Best Buy” in a RADIO-PHONO. 
GRAPH combination, pethaps save you a considerable 
sum by pointing out which instruments may be ex 
pected on the basis of laboratory test data to perform 
more satisfactorily than other instruments of the same 
‘general type in the same general price range. (Pages 
12 to 16.) 
how you why industrial or “Five 
INSURANCE has been called “the greatest life in- 
surance wrong,” (Pages 10 and 11.) 
Give you the results of laboratory tests for the com- 
parative value of 25 muslin and percale SHEETS, show 
you how by buying a “Best Buy” brand instead of a 
“Not Acceptable” one you can save 40c on each sheet, 
and tell you what to look for on sheet labels, and what 
nine factors should guide your choice. (Pages 21 to 24.) 
Tell you what sales items in the annual department 
store “Clearance,” “White,” “Furniture,” and “Baby 
sales you are most apt to make genuine savings on and 
which of these sales are apt to be frauds. (Pages 26 
to 29.) 
List for you the names of the patent medicine prepara: 
tions which contain the dmg the Food & Drug 
Administration is now taking action against and about 
which ic says: “There is now no doubt that this drug 
has been responsible for numerous deaths.” (Page 29.) 
Warn you of the hazards of home dry cleaning and in. 
vesting in certain types of savings plan. associations 
now mushrooming around the country, and show you 
how a few simple habits in caring for your electric 
irons, floor lamps, coasters, radios and other electric 
appliances may save you expensive repair jobs. (Pages 
7 to 9, 31 t0 35.) 

‘To: CONSUMERS UNION of U.S. Inc. 
17 Union Square W, New York, N. ¥. 
Send me CONSUMERS UNION REPORTS for one year and the 1939 
BUYING GUIDE when it appears. I enclose $3. I agree 0 keep 
confidential all material sent to me which is so designated 

Name 

Aaaress  


