
  

ITD 

March ys 10 Cents 

LS j Cae) 

FOR PEACE A EMOCRACY 

  WOMEN IN A TIME OF PEACE AND WAR   
 



    

—BY MAY Ist 

ECAUSE war on China threatens world peace, millions of 
Americans want to help save China—to save peace. Fifty 

thousand new American Leaguers mean 50,000 collectors of the 
material aid, the medical aid that America can offer to the 
Chinese. 

American medical aid — to heal wounds made by Wall Street 

bullets. Japanese silk into American dollars, dollars into muni- 

k,    tions for the Japanese militarists. Already the thread of 
slender conveyor of war supplies to Japan, has been weakene 
To cut that thread the boycott must be widened. Building the 
American League — now — means snapping the silken thread 

  

that feeds Fascism in Japan. 

‘The other members of the world Fascist alliance continue to 
pour bombs into Spanish churches full of children, Children 
flee from their ruined homes into the streets of Spanish cities. 
The American League has already adopted many Spanish 
children. One League home is already full, others are being 
equipped, more are needed. Building the League means building 
homes for homeless child victims of Mussolini’s bombs. 

VE PEACE—STOP FASCISM 

  

AMERICAN LEAGUE 
268 Fourth Avenu 

  

[Send me information about your organization.   

  

[I wich to join the American League and enclose snembership fee. 
iving Bulletin regulatly...... terse 500 

  

        
       

\d subseription to Tu Ficitr 2 $150 
Supporting membership, receiving Tue Ficir and special leaflets... $2.00 
Contributing membership, receiving Tu: Ficu, all pamphlets and 

leaflets er ae s+ -$5.00 oF more 
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   ‘TO CARE FOR SPANISH CHILDREN 

    

50,000 New Members 

American League for Peace and Democracy, 268 Fourth Ave., New York City 
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      With the Readers 

* 
HENRY MERZ is dead. Everybody in 
Yorkville knew Henry Merz. Hundreds 
ff people came to the funeral in the old 
Labor Temple which he helped build 
more than a half-century ago. They stood 
‘guard over his simple casket—old soldier 
that he was in the ranks of labor—they 
laid flowers with tender hands and 
Tooked longingly at him for the last time; 
representatives from a score of organi 
zations paid their respects in German 
and English; they sang songs that he 
loved and one old man recited a verse 
from Walt Whitman. Then the hun- 
dreds marched in the wake of the casket 
through the streets of Yorkville with 
figgs unfurled, and even the death of 
“Papa” Merz, became a challenge to the 
black flag with the swastika, 

  

  

HE was ninety-three years old and more 
than seventy of these years were spent 
in the labor movement in Germany and 
in the U.S.A. He was mentally alert to 
the last day of his life and physically 
active to the age of ninety—living by him- 
self, walking around the busy streets of 
New York, attending meetings, fighting 
Fascism with an iron energy and a wis- 
dom gained through his experience when 
the Social Democracy went underground 
in Bismarck’s day. 

  

ONE night only three or four years ago, 
at the house of a friend, after much 
prompting Henry Merz told something 
of his life in Germany seventy years ago. 
Engels, Liebknecht, Bebel. He saw them 
all, all the great giants and founders of 
the modern labor movement. He told of 
his life in the German army under Bis- 
marck and the struggle of the labor 
movement when it was forced to go 
underground. In the life of this one man 
we could see and hear the rise and de- 
cadence of the present-day profit and 
war system. And during the life of this 
‘one man we could see the birth and rise 
of the new society when war will be no 
‘more and Democracy will be triumphant. 

  

  

WE said “after much prompting” Henry 
i ‘Merz told us of the past. Because, in 

spite of his ninety years, he did not live 
in the past. Today/ Today he was fight- 
ing Hitler, and not only Der Fuehrer, he 
was fighting the Hitlers everywhere 

       

  

   STILL, the young ones wanted to hear. 
And the stories came. The first M 
Day in the eighties in New York... the 
unemployed pouring into the great 
square . . . Henry George . . . the beer 
halls on Third Avenue where the cigar 
makers’ unions were formed . . . Samuel 
Gompers . .. the sweat-shops - . . Gene 
Debs . . . votes for women... Robert 
Ingersoll .. . the rail and steel strikes in 
the nineties... William Jennings Bryan 

+ the fight for the 
nough, enough,” he would en 

tell me, what are you doing for peace 
and Democracy?” 

    
       

      

      

      

       
       

    

  

HIS old and young comrades were tak- 
ing him through the streets of Yorkville 
for the last time, streets he knew so well 
and loved so heartily. The streets still be- 
longed to the people. No Hitler here. 
The man in the casket was living in the 
hearts of the men of Yorkville 

  

    
    

     THE People of the earth, the family of 
man, wanted to put up something proud 
to look at, a tower from the flat land of 
earth on up through the ceiling into the 
0p of the sky 
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Senator Allen Ellender 

  

is fit against the anti-lynching bill 
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The Contributors 

* 

SYLVIA TOWNSEND WARNER, 
the noted British novelist and author of 
Lolly Willows, Mr. Fortune's Maggot, 
Summer Will Show, ete., etc, has been 
to Spain during the war. 

WILLYSTINE GOODSILL, associate 
professor of education (retired) at 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 
ig a member of the National Housing 
Conference. Miss Goodsill is the author 
‘of many books, including Education of 
Women, The Problems of the Family 
and The History of Marriage and the 
Family. 

  

  

DR. STEWART KUNKLE writes on 
China, a subject he is very well acquaint- 
ced with, as he was a missionary in that 
country and is now with the International 
‘Missionary Council, an organization with 
affiliates in twenty-odd countries. 

  

     
MARGARET FORSYTH, on the na- 
tional boards of the Y-W.C.A. and the 
American League, an associate professor 
of religious education, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, attended the Cause 
and Cure of War ‘conference recently 
held in Washington. 

  

  

MARY ELIZABETH PIDGEON, 
who writes on wages in this number, is, 
director. of the Division of Research, 
Women's Bureau, U. 8. Department of 

WILLIAM GROPPER, whose draw- 
ings have appeared often’ in these pages 
and in many other nationally known 
‘magazines, will have a “one-man show” 
of his paintings at the A. C. A. Gallery, 
New York City, in early March. 

   

KATHERINE BARBOUR is in the 
Foreign Policy Division, Y.W.C.A., and 
hhas recently been elected to the national 
board of the American League. 

KATHRYN COE CORDELL, who 
makes her initial appearance in these 
pages, has contributed to the North 
American Review, Reader's Digest, South 
Aulantic. Quarterly, New Republic, Se- 
‘wance Review, Survey Graphic and is co 
editor of The Pulitzer Prize Plays, 
Molders of American Thought and 
American Points of View 

  

  

  

H. J. GLINTENKAMP has lived in 
Spain’ and at one time was on a twelve- 
‘months walking-tour there. Mr. Glinten- 
kamp has contributed to many American 
and European publications, and is the 
author of a number of books in woodeuts. 

RUSSELL T. LIMBACH is cartoonist, 
painter, lithographer, and has worked in 
Cleveland and New York. We are look- 
ing forward to his exhibition of paintings. 

ANONYMOUS, who writes on wo- 
men’s magazines, is herself a contributor 
to many of these publications, and her 
name is withheld for obvious reasons. 

  

  

HOWARD BAER, in illustrating the 
article of Anonymous, hit the nail square 
fon the head: for he’ too contributes to 
many nationally known publications. 

  

PHE cover, as usual, is designed by the 
editors, and the photograph made spe- 
cially by Rice and Peters. To them our 
thanks,



   The Fight for their Future 
‘ou May xNow these children. Perhaps you And this little girl has not me 
have some like them in your own famil 

    rized the nurs- ing, sitting in the street with terrible buns from 
‘hymes of hatred for the Jewish people. No explosives. We have read of the Spanish child his boy and girl playing on a hillside—we must _ miniature gallows has ever decorated her Christ- refugees who ran sereaming from an airplane, call them “ignorant.” For they have not learned mas tree. She has the possibility of education — which the children pictured here would point at that explosive steel falls from the sky. ‘They with alittle luck, she can, if she wishes, grow intoa with delight. ‘Those boys and girls know war have not seen their home in twisted ruins, their modern woman in the business or professional And in Germany, Italy and other lands the chil- 

          

   
           

       

         

      
       
  

  

parents lying mangled in the street, their play- world. She has not been taught the Fascist theory dren know Fascism. ‘They know it now mates in a stiff row with numbered cards hung on on woman’s place—not yet The world can never erase this plight of the them like grisly necklaces. ‘They live in America The brothers and sisters of these two in Spain, children from its conscience. If war and Fascism They do not know war—yet in China, have leamed and are still learning a were put out of existence tomorrow, it would be This boy—what a careless life he leads! He lesson no child should know. We have seen pie- already too late. But we can say, if we will: “Tt wears no handsome brown or black military uni- tures of them, dug out of the earth after a bomb- on long enough!” We ean help stop the 

    

form, just like that of the grown-up soldiers. He scist and Japanese-militarist invasions of 
  

  

           

has never drilled—or if he has, it was with the peaceful lands. We can see to it that thes Boy Scouts, who lack a plan for conquering and THE FIGHT ean children shall never know the horrors of war “civilizing” the world. He is not a “young wolt, 268 Fourth Avenue, New York, N. and of Fascism. Not easily—but il can be done. has he been taught that his highest goal is to x Z It is to this end that Ta Fron? is published.     
  die for the fatherland and Big Business 

has told him that 

  

0 one enclose 81 fo 
is country must subjugate the 

year’s subscript     ‘This people's magazine struggles relentlessly for 
the peace and freedom of the future.        

    
  

outrageous Canadians and Mexicans, with bomb, ay brings you truthful, compact articles and ingpi bullet and fire. In school, his map arouses his Address, fiction. Priced for mass appeal ($1 a year), appetite for learning, not for “national expansion, ‘Tue Front belongs in your home. Help the world He lives in America. He does not know Fascism. City and State, . struggle for peace—and help yourself and your 

  

    saat. children—by subseribing today!       
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Fight 
March, 1938 

    

These women have medicine for a world in failing peace. (Left to right) Dr. Emily Hickman, 
chairman of- the program commitice; Josephine Schain, national chairmen; and Carrie 

Chapman Catt, founder of the Committee on the Cause and Cure of War 

URING the World War one of the most 
popular cartoons was one in which a small 
boy looks accusingly at his father and asks: 

“What did you do in the Big War?” As time has 
gone by, we have found that small boys have been 
most in bout what their fathers did in the 
Big War—but ocieties, particularly women’s 
peace societies, find themselves in quite a different 
position. 

In the disillusionment that inevitably followed 
the War, vast groups of men and women turned to 
those who had advocated peace and decried them bit 
terly for not working harder at the business of 
keeping the United States out of war. And out of 
that condemnation—unfair though it was—there 
grew a movement to study war, its causes, and to 
combat those things which lead a nation to war. 

It is unfortunate that so much emphasis was put 
on 
mindedness. Not that exposure of the propaganda 
was not salutary. ‘The phrase “Save the World for 
Democracy” was shown up in all its irony, and the 
real economie cause of the War was told again and 
again, No serious-minded person now blames one 
country for being the sole agent of involving the 
world in war. But because of the exposures a wave 
of what we call, for lack of a better word, “isola- 
tionism” swept the country. We were put in the 
position of merely resisting war rather than actively 
working for peace 

We Could End War 

    

  

  

    

superficial methods of whipping up war- 
      

Only las summer, just after the outbreak of the hostlites in China's menber ofthe Far Eastern 
Division of the U. S. State Department said in 
conversation that America, acting with other demo- 

peacfaly and immedinelyvere it not for the ure tor ar 
fact that the people of the United States were so 

ernational action was practically impossible. 
Certainly it is true that those working practically 

  

     

  

for peace feared the “splendid isolation” attitude «Codperation of the United States with other nations to 

oe oe eliminate war”—this was the remedy worked out by the 

oo te ine a ores ee A 
ee ataen ene ee at fourteen million women were represented. One who attended 

water sCateameon Cnr gu Gon | the sesions reports encouraging developments for world peace 
    

organizations. The eleven organizations, with a 

combined membership of 14,000,000, were the most 

tea hetertcion GF expe of ndlyeuce They were By Margaret Forsyth 
Heteias Basten 6: Unveuty Wout 
Council of Women for Home Missions, Committee 

fines are fe ogi Slisione Coe 
ference of North America, General Federation of 
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Women are playing an increasingly active part in the peace movement 

Women’s Clubs, National Board of the Young 
Women’s Christian Associations, National Couneil 
of Jewish Women, National Federation of Business 
and Professional Women’s Clubs, National League 
of Women Voters, National Woman's Christian 
‘Temperance Union, National Women’s Conference 
of American Ethical Union and the National Wom- 
en’s Trade Union League. 

Now, there is a different reaction when ideas are 
being presented for the first time—when there is a 
new course of action being pushed and the women 
are not sure of it themselves—when, in short, they 
are being weaned away from an old position into a 
new, than when the course of action has already 
been accepted by the group. 

T reached the Conference late—in fact just in 
time to attend the banquet on the second day. I sat 
listening to the speeches—two of which were most 
amazing in the lengths to which they went toward 
international codperation to prevent war—and I 
realized that this group of women had already made 
up their minds against the old isolation policy and 
toward some type of codperative action for peace. 

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt, one of the banquet 
speakers, pleaded for courage to protect the ideal 
of Democracy. She tied up the entire concept of 
peace with the preservation of democratic rights; 
she touched on the anti-democratic nations who 
would sweep away those rights. She asked for the 
people of the United States to codperate with demo- 
cratic nations against the anti-democratic nations, 
The applause was spontaneous. If there were any 
who disagreed, they were not apparent 

The other speech pleading for codperation was 
made by Mrs, Ruth Bryan Owen Rohde. She was 

announced to speak on Denmark—a little remote 
from the main issues of the Conference, one might 
think. But as she went on, one realized what she 
had done with her subject. Mrs. Rohde started 
with the description of codperatives in Denmark. 
She said that they began as a way of overcoming 
the poverty and ignorance of the Danish peasants. 
‘They were the realized dream of a Danish bishop 
who lived many generations ago. And then she 
spoke of the poverty and ignorance that threatened 
every democratic country today, if the democratic 
nations did not get together on some codper 
peaceful action to stop wars of aggression. 

‘The audience foresaw her conclusion before she 
came to it, Applause started before she finished. 

The Boycott of Japan 
Another subject was discussed at the banquet that 

night. It had not yet assumed such proportions that 
it was talked from the platform, but it was up for 
discussion at every table in the hall. That was the 
subject of the boycott of Japanese goods. Whether 
the women were for it or against it, there was no 
‘one indifferent to it. One woman showed her lisle 
hose with her evening dress. Another apologized for 
her silk hose, but said they came from pre-boycott 

A delegate from the Woman's Christian 
‘Temperance Union asked how one would go about 
getting small-town stores to order smart lisles. 
Some of the women who would not come out open- 
ly for the boycott were nevertheless practicing it 
themselves. 

The significance of this was that the women were 
turning toward some practical action in which one 
could participate as an individual and which would 

IN SPAIN] 

COMMITTED BY 

ITALIAN 
FASCISM 

Here a group in Boston demonstrate before the Italian consulate 

deprive an aggressor nation of its economic aid. It 
as a move against the old “isolation” feeling. 

‘The women in the Committee on the Cause and 
Cure of War represent 14,000,000 women in Amer- 
ica. Their influence is great not only with their 
‘own membership, but throughout the towns from 
which they come. Some of the women are connected 
with large church bodies in which they play leading 
parts, and where they have voice in church policies. 
‘The public influence they can exert is something 
almost immeasurable. 

How did the feeling for international codperation 
for peace come about? 

Tt is hard to say that it is due to any one thing. 
Although all the women of this Committee have 

leaned toward collective action, certainly a few 
months ago there was not the sure conviction that 
you find today. Of course, the women affliated to 
the Committee have been studying the world situa- 
tion during the year. Study groups are a large part 
‘of the Committee's program, and the studies are 
carefully prepared by women who have interna- 
tional ties of one sort and another. 

‘Then there is the large percentage of church 
women who are directly interested in missions. One 
of the first mission fields and one of the largest for 
the Protestant churches is China. The close link 
between the China mission field and the Protestant 
church women cannot be overemphasized. Protest 
ant mission women have never been isolationist in 
feeling—the invasion of China is almost, to them, 
an invasion of their homeland. 

The foreign policy of President Roosevelt and 
Secretary Hull has had a great influence on some 
of the other women’s groups. 
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The League of Women Shoppers is one of the organications working for a boycott of Japanese goods to halt the militarists 

Then there is the infl james Shotwell 
Although the Committee on the and Cure 
of War is composed exclusively of women, James 
Shotwell has always stood close to the women who 
form the year programs. In many of the actions in 
past years one has seen the influence he h 
through the Committee's study 
always been a pass 
means of international 
lieves in a mass opinion behind 
necessary force in bringing about that 

And finally, greatest of all is of course the time 
we live in, 

I do not believe, contrary to general opinion, 
that a true peace-group has ever been isolationist in 
character. Isolationism suggests a nationalism 
smacks more of “patriotic” than of peace 

m the days when women first entered ¢ 
movement, they have thought about meth 
could be worked jointly with other nations to stop 
war. They have not even played so big a part in 
the conscientious-objection movement as men have 
in the past. Of course one reason for this is obvious 
Women have not been called upon in the past to 
take their place on the battlefield. The more or less 
humanitarian part of the war has been left in their 
hands. They have been more inclined to get ac 

to stop war or prevent war than to sit aside from the 
‘This is not a reflection on the 

ade by the men who refused to go to war in the 
It is simply that women have not worked that 

way in great numbers. 

ing at the Conference that there was much more 
isolationist sympathy than was apparent at the dis- 

THE FIGHT, March 1938 

cussion, ‘There was some nervousness at the time of 
the presentation of the program that this so-called 
“bloc of isolation” would appear. The program was 
presented on the last day of the Conference. It 
consisted of the recommendation for adoption of 
measures which “lay major emphasis on the neces- 
sity of the codperation of the United States with 
other nations to eliminate war and to establish and 
maintain peace with justice. 

The Program Adopted 
“The emphasis should be accomplished 

“1, Through a program of education. 
Through support of measures which will 

te the active codperation with other nations 
eaceful means to deal with economic and 

political problems disturbing to the peace of the 
world, and to restore and maintain orderly pro- 
cesses in international relations. 
"Such measures should inclu 

“J, More adequate appropriations for the De 
partment of State. 

“2, Support of the reciprocal trade agreements 
program, 

“3, Adoption of a permanent policy of con- 
uultation with other signatory states in the event 

of the violation of the Pact of Paris 
4, Provision for codperation with other na- 

tions in financial and economic measures, not in- 
cluding war, designed to withhold aid to a tr 
breaking nation. 

“5, Legi ct to the 
policy of the United States to withhold recogni- 
tion of any situation brought about by means 
contrary to the Kellogg-Briand Pact thr 

ing conditions upon or prohibiting financial 
transactions with the violating state. 

last two measures were the ones that might 
have been expected to call forth opposition. On the 

tire confe al transactions with 

ments concerning Spain or China, the difference b 
tween aggressor and victim nations was firmly 
fixed and the difference in course of action toward 
each was recognized. The imme 
question of the boycott was recogni 
Hickman, Chairman of the Program Commit 
4 question for serious consideration by every mem- 

ccepted, thereby, as 
tudy for the coming year. 

ive anyone not directly concerned 

is important as an indication of the pr 
ovement is turning. It is important as 

c stand of the 
people. It is importa gates repre. 

ed not only the peace mo but other or- 
ganizations which have their branches throughout 
the entire United States. Most of all, it would 
seem to be a part of a people's demand for the 
ation of war through concerted international action. 

Perhaps the greatest contribution the National 
and Cure of War is mak- 

ing, through its affiliated bodies, is that of taking 
leadership in a vigorous internationalism that will 
eventually do away with the nationalism that one 
has found occasionally even in peace movement 

  

 



   

      

   
   

    

      

    

   

  

   

  

   
    
      

      
      

  

   

  

   
    

     
       

       

       
      

        

      

  

    

     

   

   

Spain’s Living Daughters 
Once backward and illiterate, the women of Spain are responding eagerly to their emanci- 
pation by the Republic. They claim liberty not only for themselves but for all humanity 

By Sylvia Townsend Warner 
ILLUSTRATED BY H. J. GLINTENKAMP 

    other things which they would take for 
but which seem striking to us, Not one of 

d Woman, it may be as 

  sultural Spain; and two-thirds of Spain 
    

      

   
these women of The De 

  

N 1931. Mattoo Demingo. foun [itine bete 
       industrial regions higher wages, less illite 

smaller families lighten the lot of the working. 

  

    
sumed, had a pair of shoes. Not one of them 

h the name—grim ever had a bad tooth treated. Not one of them had 
enough—of La Mujer Muerta: The Dead Woman. ever had a soap. All of them worked in the into indus 

fields, behind 
between the 

     

   
    

  

an, But there is little chance 
self. The Seville toba 

ie stilts of the wooden plough or are a show, but they are not typical. Th 
They dug 

  

  

              
        

7 sean reaped (with a ployment for the Spanish wage-earning woman is : le, perhaps the most exhausting of all field domestic service. Women servants are cheap in n c ke labor), carried enormous loads on their backs, liv Spain. In the cities, wages may be 25 to 40 peseta r illustratio in a Spanish trea $5 to $8) a month. In the provinces they may be Fs re thin and which en as beasts of bur- 50 per cent less. Length of service does little to 

  

   
t woman augment the wage. Women may work a lifetime 

a donke for the same em      loyer and still get ¢ they 

  

    

    

     

      

  

Birth-Rate and Death-Rate Se Aung Recasusuie Se ees Peni Se 
He ‘The birth-rate of this village would seem to us inducement to look for a better Moreove 

variance with its population of 340. Ten, a woman who can neither read nor write, w Scarcely one of these women, it was found, had '8 children born to a woman, of whom three or knowledge of the world lage where     ever been out of the vil 

  

  

Of its 340 inhabitants, five might live to grow up. ‘The Spanish infant- ind the way to church and market in        
           

    
   

      

   
      

   

only ten knew how to read and write mortality rate was recently over 50 per cent of the town where she is emp is not in a good a : birth the poor it was even higher, In position to better he 
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At the worst, religious life offers considerable 
worldly advantages: a secure maintenance, a share 
in great corporate power, a gratifying social posi- 
tion. ‘The fault most commonly urged against the 
Spanish nuns is not that of avarice, nor of idleness, 
though these accusations are made, Arrogance is 
the quality most bitterly resented. “The Mothers—” 
T heard a Catalan working-class woman say—"the 
Mothers! They are as proud as the Fathers.” She 
could think of no higher degree of comparison. 

   

Property in Women 
‘The Spanish Church in its marriage rite still pre- 

n acknowledgement that the wife is the 
property of the husband, Before the blessing of the 
Church, the husband hands the priest 13 pieces of 
money, gold for the well-to-do, silver in the case of 

  

  

the poor. The 13 pieces of silver enslave the 
working-class bride to a life of obedient labor. 
The gold pieces enslave the more prosperous bride 
to a life of obedient idleness. Bitter as is the lot of 
the working-class woman in Spain, her very a 
to carry. almost a quarter of a donkey's load gives 
her a value and a voice in the family unit. Her life 
is bitterly hard, but it is real. In the upper classes, 
to the tyranny of husband is added the weight of 
social opinion; and social opinion prescribes that a 
woman who is not obliged to work must stay at 
home and do nothing. Of that traditional Nordic 
quadrilateral, Kinder, Kirche, Kleider, Kiiche, the 
last is lopped away. With such plenty of cheap ser~ 
vants, to cook would be unladylike. Since higher 
education was opened to women, girls of the middle 
class who would otherwise have been driven to the 
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convent for a career have trained as teachers. But 
where ambition has been lacking, or where social 
snobbery or social position have the say, the tradition 
of gentry idleness holds fast, and the girl who does 
not marry must qualify through a life of triviality 
and tedium for the post of companion, aunt, duenna. 

‘The snobbishness of the high bourgeoisie in Spain 
rises to great heights, displays itself in fantastic pin- 
nacles. At Barcelona there was an extremely grand 
convent, which specialised in educating the daugh- 
ters of the aristocracy. Its standard of the inward 
and outward blazon was imposing. No young lady 
could be admitted who did not bring with her an out- 
fit of a dozen dozen of each article of clothing. (Com- 
pare the high-class Prussian brag of the quarterly or 
half-yearly washing-day.) Officially, a dozen quar- 
terings were equally de rigeur. But yielding to the 

  

  

  

demands of the unquartered—but very wealthy— 
industrial grandes who wished their daughters to 
enter society with the cachet of an education in this 
aviary of the high-born, the convent opened its 
gates to gold without blazoning. It opened its 
gates; but opened no further. Inside those gates the 
daughters of the industrial grandees were carefully 
segregated from the daughters of the high-born. 
They sat in different classrooms, walked along dif 
ferent passageways, And this was common knowl- 
edge. But still the industrialist fathers provided the 
dozen dozens, and pleaded and strove in order that 
their daughters might finally be let in for a snubbing. 

How heavily the shadow of the Dead Woman 
hung over the living women of Spain is shown by 
the fact that the early movements for the emanci- 
pation of women came from men. ‘The Church, 

    

giving a modicum of education to the women within 
the religious life, has always opposed any liberation 
of those outside it. It was after the expulsion of the 
Jesuits that Carlos IIT founded the first girls’ school 
(1783). During the Nineteenth Century, so re 
markable for the number of women in good or 
middle-class society who were powers either in the 
realm of good taste or of good works, no such 
women emerged in Spain, If such women there 
were, they were in convents, Harnessed either to 
the production or the regimentation of Cl 
the daughters of the Dead Woman lived in the icy 
shadow of a church which had much use, but no 
regard, for them, ‘The peasant woman dreaded the 

(Continued on page 26) 
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FEW WEEKS ago Secretary Cordell Hull 
tated that American missions had a stake in 
China to the tent of $40,000,000, But 

that tells onl i part of the story of the Ameri 
stake in China. The money itself is a stake, true 
enough. It was raised not through big gifts, but in 
great part by American women through saving pen- 

nies in mite boxes, through paying dues for 
(one wor ‘0 million 
members who pay these dues), through cake sales 
and money 

mission society estimate 

aising affairs, and through doing with: 
‘out things that they could otherwise have. In the 
giving of the money the church groups who have 
supported Chinese missions have come to feel a vital 
part of China itself. One woman reports that she 

10 

The 

Missions 

Aid China 

By Dr. Stewart Kunkle 

feels almost as if the war had come to her own 
country 

Education begins early for the mission field, As 
this article is written there lies on the desk a folder 
prepared for children below the reading age. It is an 
illustrated folder with a litle story about the candy 
man who forms so colorful a part of the street life 
of China, It is designed to interest the Ame 
Sunday-school children in Chinese children, Direct 
missionary propaganda will come later. 

It is only logical that after seventy 
in China there are ties be 
Chinese that cannot be broken. And it is because of 
the constant interchange of letters from home church 

e and the missionaries holding their posts on 

s of work 
en church people and 
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the foreign field, that we are able to give the picture 
of devastated China that we give here. No mission- 
ary has left his post during the last months unless 
his health was too poor to stand the rigors of life 
under war conditions, or unless his furlough was 
due. Missionaries are brought back for furloughs 
now because the mission boards see a long struggle 
ahead, and one that will tax the missionary to the 
utmost. He must have his vacation and recuperation 
period to prepare for it. 

Te was the fashion some years ago to think of the 
missionary as the advance agent of Big Business. 
The missionary broke the way and the Standard Oil 
Company followed. Whatever the sequence of th 
events may have been, this was never a conscious 
policy of missions. 

‘The American missionary who has identified him- 
self with China, is seeing bitterness these days. 
Women teachers report that in certain occupied 
areas they have seen the text-books seized and all 
references to China blocked out by the government 
in power. Little Chinese boys and girls have been 
requested to write to Japanese children and tell them 
of the pleasures they feel at the rule of a foreign 
country in their home land. 

The Christian Spirit 
It is amazing though, the missionaries write, the 

spirit of some of the Chinese. One says: 
“T cannot close this letter without some tribute 

to the attitude of the Chinese Christians toward the 
people of Japan. They pray for them as they do for 
the Church in China, . . . This is especially notice- 
able when a Japanese soldier comes to out church 
(for we are living practically in the midst of an 
armed camp and from time to time have such a 
visitor). The words ‘I am also a Christian’ banish 
at once the expression and strain from the faces of 
our people. Last Sunday an English-speaking soldier 
came, a man who is a graduate of an engineering 
college in his own country and is teacher of a 
Sunday-school class—now a private in the transpor- 
tation corps. ‘What a pity! What a waste!’ said 
‘one of our young teachers when she heard it.” 

In another letter a missionary wrote of the vil- 
lages around the section where she worked. 

“Fifteen villages, taken within a five-mile radius, 
contained 1,913 families, an average of 127 families 
toa village. Each family cultivated an average of 
fifteen and a half mu, Each village averaged five 
civilians killed, with men in the very large majority. 
But there are nine more people from each village 
who are still missing, with no trace. Men comprise 
half of this number. And of those who fled at the 
ime of greatest danger—eye-witnesses say that about 

-tenths of the population then abandoned their 
homes—an average of 163 have not yet dared to 
come back. Two-thirds of these are women.” 

A Lifeless Countryside 
Another missionary writes to friends back home: 
“As we sped on toward the front the desolation 

of war became more apparent, Many of the stations 
were completely wrecked, and the villages were 
almost empty of inhabitants. Crops were rotting in 
the fields unharvested. The whole countryside was 
lifeless. Apparently, nine-tenths of the population 
hhad fled before the invaders. Here and there we 
passed death’s harvest on the battlefield, black swol- 
Ten corpses lying where they had fallen.” 

In the reports sent back home there are many 
facts that have not appeared in the newspaper 

For instance, in Shangtung and North Kiang: 
there has been a flood, ‘the most serious within li 
ing memory.” Four million people are affected. 

A leading figure in mis- 

sionary work writes of the 

unbreakable ties between 

American church people 

and the suffering people 

of war-desolated China 

Two hundred thousand are reported as destitute. 
‘At the beginning of winter one hundred died of 

cold in Shanghai on a single day. In Sian, it was 
said, most of the refugees and wounded soldiers 
were still wearing thin cotton clothes on November 
2ist. “The small children looked particularly 
pathetic.” 

‘The Salvation Army reports that in Peiping “hun- 
dreds (of unemployed) have commenced business in 
a small way, such as selling fruit or peanuts on the 
streets, but it seems that all are selling and none 
buying. 

“So eager are rickshaw-pullers to secure cash that 
they will reduce their usual fare by fifty per cent 
to secure a fare—in normal times their charge is 
small enough. 

“Then there are people who have been cut off 
from their friends and relatives, such as military 
officers’ wives; the wives of coolies and others who 
hhave been impressed as laborers for the Japanese 
army; men and women who fail to receive their 
regular remittances from home in other parts of 
China 

“And too there are some twenty-nine soldiers who 
cannot show themselves because of fear of death.” 

To Lessen Suffering 
But in addition to having the opportunity of re- 

porting firstchand on conditions in the war area of 
China, the missionaries have been helping in every 
way they could to lessen the suffering and to stand by 
their Chinese friends in the defense of their country. 

From one place, which we cannot name, there is 
a letter telling friends in America that the mission- 
aries are now under Japanese occupation. 

“Christmas Eve and Day were characterized by 

considerable disorder in the city. ‘The blasting of the 
main government offices and other buildings and 
the rapid movement of the Chinese troops east and 
west and also through the city were part of the 
events, Japanese planes dropped several bombs in 
the city—some aimed at the central government 
offices, . .. Fortunately no great damage was done. 

. . On the morning of Sunday, Chinese troops took 
up their position along the suburb wall, to the south 
of our property, and negotiations took place between 
the commanding officer and us as to the occupation 
of our grounds by military forces. On our giving 
assurance that we would do our utmost to keep the 
fapanese from occupying our place, the Chinese 

‘commander refrained from entering.” 
‘After the refugees begin to arrive one woman 

writes: 
“In my last letter I told you we were getting 

ready for neighborhood women and children, I 
never dreamed the deluge would be as great as it 
has been. We finally opened six buildings for them 
—could have opened more had we been able to man- 
age them. ... When we had our peak load we think 
we must have had at least nine thousand or ten 
thousand people, .... When we first began to take 
them in, our ideals were very high, for we assigned 
rooms and kept a very careful account of numbers, 
but when they began to pour in, especially in the 
mornings, we had no way of counting. In those 
carly days we also had some ideals of cleanliness and 
sanitation, but we have also lost these, or most of 
them. We try to adhere to a few rules but even 
those are abandoned at times.” 

Care For the Wounded 
Of the wounded, she writes: 
“The lighter cases all demand drinking water. 

We got boiled water, and the girls divided them- 
selves into groups and started to distribute their 
share. They did not want to eat and some could 
not eat. We got eggs and some fruit for them. One 
man was so grateful that he offered us money. We 
asked him to keep his money for later needs, Some 
of them cannot move, so they cannot eat by them- 
selves. We telephoned the hospital and asked them 
to send us medicine and nurses. They could send 
us nurses but no medicine. ‘The hospitals were all 
filled. At last three nurses and one doctor came. 
‘The doctor looked over the most serious cases. He 
said that some were already beyond hope... . Five 

(Continued on page 29) 

Chinese relief workers in action. America’s missionaries are helping to care for the war victims 

 



  

    HE BEST friends and severest critics of this 
page seem about equally divided into warring 
camps, Half of them think I’m pulling my 

punches. “Radio programs are 99 and 44/100 per 
cent pure tripe,” they say in effect, “And we can't 
understand why you don’t rise in your wrath and 
smite them.” 

  

  

   

‘The others charge me with being much too de 
structive in my criticism of the broadcasters. “I 
picked up a splendid peace program over station 
WOOF the other night,” they protest. “Why 
didn’t you mention it and give credit where credit 
is due, you misanthrope 

‘The truth of the matter is that, with reservations, 
both of my critics are right. There are many fine 
programs to be picked up if one tunes in during the 
evening hours, and if one lives in the vicinity of 
New York or a few other large cities which have 
enterprising independent stations. But God help 
any person who must depend entirely on network 
programs or who can listen only during the day. 

On a recent Thursday I made up a log of what 
seemed to be the most interesting “talks” programs 
of the evening. It ran like this: 
8:00 ra WIZ —The Ma 
8:15 rar—WEVD —George 

  

      

    

  

   

    

‘Collective Bargain 
ing Indust 
the Headlines” 

Steel, commentator 
    8:30 vac —WNEW— 

8:45 par —WMCA— Joh: 

  

9:00 vc—WEVD—Dr. Leroy Bowman: “The Art of Dic 
9:30 ra —WJZ —dmerica’s Toten Hall Meeting of the 

fir. Subject: “What Does Democracy     
y Speakers, Salvador de Ma. 
dariaga, Max Lerner, Dr. Ruth Alex: 
ander, Tsaac Don Levine and Clar 
ence Hathaway 

10:30 r.a.—WOR —A discussion by prominent physician 
‘and laymen of the anti-syphilis drive 

    

‘That makes a solid evening of informative listen- 
ing, but notice that the only big network station 
involved is WJZ. WEAF and WABC were de- 
voting themselves to music, light entertainment and 
Major Bowes’ alleged amateurs. 
WIZ conducted itself nobly, as is witnessed by 

the fact that Town Hall has a listening audience 
estimated at 1,500,000. Yet without assistance from 
local stations the rest of the evening would have 
been dull indeed, 

for Thursday (or any other) morning and 
afternoon, they are dull anyway. One serial story 
after another (C.B.S. alone carries twenty of these 
each day) ; biased health talks, mournful snatches 
of chamber and organ music, “poetry” readers and 
a few news commentators make up the mélange 
which the American housewife is supposed to listen 
to, and unfortunately does listen to—to the stultifi- 
cation of her mind and soul. 

Most of those daytime commentators are women, 
and one of the few worth listening to is Kathryn 
Cravens. There is a great deal of chaff in Miss 

    

   

  

Ravio 
Cravens’ chatter, yet she seems honestly concerned 
about the bad state of world affairs, and sponsors, 
progressive legislation. Her recent reports of in- 
terviews with key persons at Washington on the 
subject of peace have been well done. 

Another above-the-average afternoon program is 
the American School of the Air, but this falls far 
short of perfection. Witness the fact that it re 
cently planned to dramatize the difficulties of the 
N.L.R.B. at Weirton but changed its mind in a 
great hurry at the last moment. Perhaps it is not 

a coincidence that Ernest T. Weir, steel magnate, 
hhas been getting a lot of air time recently in which 
to express his reactionary views. 

Another coincidence which highlights the peculi- 
arities of education by radio is that Alfred P. 
president of General Motors, who recently boasted 
of firing 30,000 employees, has given the University 
‘of Chicago about $40,000 to be used for research 
looking toward the broadcasting of “economic in- 
formation.” 

  

  

    

  

  

Boycott Bogs Boake 

  

EVERAL correspondents who observe that 
Boake Carter still continues to snarl across the 

air waves have taken me to task for saying that he 
had been fired by his sponsor, Philco. 

Fortunately I was correct. Carter broadcasts no 
more for Phileo after February 28th, as the result 
of a boycott instituted against that company’s prod- 
uct by unions that didn’t like the commentator’s 
rabid attacks on labor. 

Of course Boake has found another sponsor. Any 
slipping radio-personality can do that for a certain 
length of time. But behind his switch to General 
Foods there is a story. 

Carter recently met with representatives of 
unions and consumer groups and promised to be 
good if the boycott were not transferred to his new 
boss. 

“I am in the doghouse,” “Boake the Bloke” ad- 
mitted. “I have tried to be fair in reporting labor 

but every time I express an opinion on them 
I find I have put my foot in it. Therefore I have 
decided to refrain from commenting on labor. I 
do not feel that I am capable of commenting on this 
subject.” 

But Carter refused to put his promise in writing 
and General Foods did likewise 

  

   

  

    

So when it was 

  
    

proposed to the Philadelphia C.1LO. Council that 
the boycott be lifted, the motion was voted down 
by a tremendous majority. Rumor has it that the 
food company is worried. 

‘And well it may be, for the listening public is 
making itself heard with a vengeance these days, 
as indicated by some recent happenings. 

Item: Gen, Hugh Johnson's attack on Ferdinand 
Lundberg’s America’s Sixty Families raised such 
storm that his sponsor gave the author fifteen min 
utes over WJZ in which to take the would-be 
dictator apart. And did he do it! 

Ttem: The “Columbia Workship” was deluged 
with enthusiastic letters after it presented Alfred 
Kreymborg’s The House that Jack Didn't Build. 
an exposé of slum conditions. 

Item: C.BS. got plenty of protests when it recog: 
nized Mussolini's conquest of Ethiopia despite the 
fact that the United States has not done so. It 
happened during a recent broadcast by Emperor 
Haile Selassie, ‘The monarch was introduced as 
such from London, but Columbia's New York an: 
rnouncer referred to him repeatedly as the "former 
emperor.” 

On the other side of the ledger, Mickey Mouse 
iat noblest cartoon of them all, delivered a nasty 

attack on the musicians’ union, believe it or not 
during his first broadcast over WEAF. 

‘And the United Auto Workers union in Detriot 
is wondering whether somebody has brought Hit 
ler’s radio tactics to the United States and is “jam: 
ming” the daily U.A.W. program over station 
WJBK. Although no definite charge has been 
made, union offcials have informed the Federal 
Communications Commission that reception of the 
station is perfect until their program begins. ‘Then 
“static” makes it almost impossible to hear the 
broadcast, which has for its purpose the organiz« 
tion of Ford auto workers. 

  

            

   

    

  

Where Wealth Accumulates 
OLUMBIA made a net profit of $4,297,600 
last year on a gross of $28,000,000. This 

means $2.52 per share of stock as against $2.20 in 
1936. 

If half of this money had been divided equally 
among C.B.S. employees, it would have mean 
$40-per-week raise for each of them. 

The fact is, however, that raises were few and 
far between at Columbia and National this year. 
Although both networks made more money than. 
ever before, executives explained that the recession 
‘might affect the industry in time—and therefore 
they were preparing to weather the storm, if any. 

All of which may account for the rapid growth 
of the American Communications Association at 
both networks. 
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“Who Will Buy My Wares?” 

By William Gropper 
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     the United States turns its hand toward large- 
scale motion-picture production. It does turn 

‘out an annual quota of short educational films, of 
course, directed principally toward farmers and 
agriculturists, taking such dramatic topics as the boll 
‘weevil, the hoof-and-mouth ‘disease and the chinch 
bug, and what to do about them, But in the main 
its course has been to let the movie industry alone, 
insofar as actual competition is concerned, letting the 

ig, vital topics of the day go to Warner Brothers, 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and Paramount, or what- 
ever other studio saw fit to attack them. 

Last year, however, the government suddenly 
took an active interest in such matters itself, and 
with a good deal of fanfare and disgruntled looks 
from opposition elements, turned out The Plow 
That Broke the Plains, a documentary film detail- 
ing the history, the workings, and the eventual 
reclamation of the vast prairie lands of the Middle 
West. The Plow That Broke the Plains was sent 
out to theater owners free of charge, played houses 
throughout the country, received some critical ac- 
cord in the press, and more important than anything 
else, stirred up high hopes for similar activities in 
the future, 

‘These hopes have now been realized. In its 
second documentary film, The River, the govern- 
ment has now given us a rich, enthralling panorama 
of the history, the function in the life of the coun- 
try, and the possibilities of the Mississippi Valley. 
Produced under the supervision of Pare Lorentz 
and the Farm Security Administration, photo- 
graphed with stunning beauty by Stacy Woodward, 
Floyd Crosby and Willard Van Dyke, and nar- 
rated with vast dramatic effectiveness by Thomas 
Chalmers, The River stands in a class by itself. 

I IS NOT very often that the government of 

  

   

Story of “The River” 
‘OR A brief recapitulation of what it is about, 
T can quote you no better authority than the 

United States government itself, as disclosed in the 
press book accompanying the picture's release. I 
give you the government: 

“The story told in The River is a chronicle of 
settlement, progress, cultivation and devastation of 
broad acres in the Great Basin. 

“The river and its consequences and its influ- 
cence on life in the Great Valley is the real ‘hero’ 
of the picture. Adhering faithfully to the record 
of the river as shown in actual location scenes, many 
of which have never before been filmed, the pro- 
ducers of The River have achieved an amazing 
reality in portraying the significance of the Missis- 

    

Try saying no! An everyday scene in Hitlerland, re- 
‘enacted by the Blarch of Time   

The March of Time shows a mother’s World War 
‘souvenirs in Inside Nazi Germany, 1938 

Mowes 
In which a movie made by the 

government stars the Father of 

Waters and planning for people 

sippi in the lives of those in the Great Basin. 
“Beginning with superb photographic scenes in 

the upper reaches of the Mississippi, The River 
quickly traces the great expanse of the Father of 
Waters from Lake Atasca in Minnesota to its 
mouth at New Orleans. 

“Up the river again, the building of the long 
dike is shown—the levee that for generations has 
saved many cities and fertile acres. And then 
comes cotton. The planters come from east of the 
Allleghenies into the Deep South, into the lower 
river valley. ‘The whole saga of cotton is shown 
from picking, to ginning, to shipping down the 
river and out to sea for the spindles of foreign 
looms. Cotton culture that brought wealth to the 
South while impoverishing tenants and sharecrop- 
pers is portrayed with objective realism. ‘The 
misery of sharecrop families as well as the ruins of 
great plantation houses, vestiges of ante-bellum 
prosperity, are shown, 

“But after the cotton sequences are shown 
scenes of impoverishment on another front—over- 
cutting for timber in the North. ‘The carefree 
gayety of the lumber-cutting prosperity is accented 
by background music playing a theme based on 
‘There'll Be a Hot Time in the Old Town To- 
night’ as logs rush down the river to the sea 

“Tn past generations America has not only 
‘mined’ the soil with over-cultivation of corn and 
cotton, but she has ruined many of her great for- 
ests. Scenes showing America cutting the top off 
the land to build great cities and towns in the val- 
ley are filmed with broad panoramic views of these 
cities in the Great Valley. The once-mighty for- 
est monarchs—spruce, fir, cedar, oak and hickory— 
are shown in dynamically stark transition to the 
devastation of cut-over and burned-over land sim- 
ilar in appearance only to a war-torn battlefield. 

    

   

  

  

    

‘The sharp contrast in music from the light gay airs 
to dirge-like thematic strains deepens the photo- 
graphic effect. 

The Great Floods 
«QUT FORESTS cannot be cut from hillsides, 

and gullies cannot be allowed to engulf 
fields in the upper reaches of the river and its trib- 
utaries, without resulting in disaster. Thus are 
shown’ disastrous floods rushing with increasing 
severity year after year and coming to a climax 
with the flood of 1937. Both the fury of the flood 
and the heroism and fortitude of flood-fighters are 
captured with graphic effect. 

“The terrors of rising waters, of weakening 
levees, of diminishing food and medicine supplies 
are all shown in The River in powerful location 
scenes taken in the Ohio-Mississippi valley. ‘The 
courageous work of the U. S. Coast Guard, the 
Army Engineers, the C.C.C., relief and volunteer 
flood workers in the 24-hour-aday fight to save 
the valley is depicted with accents on actual rescues 
and evacuations effected by rescue corps. 

“In many cases flood scenes were filmed by gov- 
ernment cameramen at great personal risk. Scenes 
were taken from airplanes, Coast Guard boats, 
trains passing through flooded areas and from small 
boats in heavily inundated regions. Descriptive 
music features whistles and bells actually used in 
flood rescue efforts. 

“But after the floods recede, the greater toll of 
water is shown—a toll that continues year by year 
in the little waters carrying in their run-off mil- 
lions of tons of fertile topsoil. But the devastating 
effect of soil erosion has not continued unchallenged 
in the Great Valley. Man is now waging a scien- 
tific fight to save the soil, to help farmers impov- 
crished by this wastage and, most dramatic of all, 
to harness the power of the Great River. In the 
Tennessee basin are shown the gigantic flood con- 
trol and power dams of the T.V.A., and the co- 
operating efforts of federal agencies to achieve a 
balance in agriculture and a conservation of re- 

With this note of making the river work 
for man instead of against him, The River crashes 
to a finale of photographic excellence and thrilling 
musical crescendo.” 

‘And there you have it. No other motion pic- 
ture released during the past’ month has come any- 
where near this government production for sheer 
drama, for force, for almost overwhelming mag- 
nificence. The government of the United States 
hhas turned out a picture that ranks with the best. 

—Ronerr SHaw 

   

   

  

Inside Nazi Germany shows religious persecution, and 
the church opposition to Hitler 
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— Wages—which way? Read this 

report of an authority from 

the U. S. Labor Department 
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By Mary Elizabeth Pidgeon       

  

      
    

    

   
   
   

      

   

          

   
    

        

   

    

   

  

    
   
   

      

   
   
      

    

     

    

HE AVAILABLE indications show that in case with many of the food industries that depend case in industries covered by minimum wages fixed 
general women’s wages in 1937 were above upon the time when the raw material matures, as by State authorities. 

  

those in 1936, and of course well above those in fruit and vegetable canning, or upon peak markets _An illustration of the fact that woman-employing 
of the depression low. ‘Thus it would appear that at certain seasons when the product must be supplied industries often pay lower than man-employing is 
the consistent efforts to raise the low level of wo- fresh, as candy before Christmas or at Easter. found by a comparison of the average weekly earn- 
men’s wages are beginning to bear some fruit. The Others among the great employers of women are _ings—as reported monthly by the Bureau of Labor 
two most prominent of these have been the impetus industries in which style changes play an important Statistics (for example for October 1937)—for 
in this direction given by the N.R.A., with the part, as in women’s dressmaking or various other five important industries whose employees are from 
resulting spread in knowledge and understanding of clothing industries. Likewise, the peak season in 57 to 70 per cent women, with six that obviously 

  

  the low status of women’s wages; and the growth stores before Christmas is well known, engage chiefly men, ‘This average wage (for em- 
in State minimum-wage action, which has been espe: With this seasonal character and considerable _ployees of both sexes combined) was less than $19 
cially marked in 1937. In certain important woman- temporary employment, a low wage for women is in all these important woman-employers, but it was 

  

employing industries, however, women’s wages still likely to be the rule. In other industries such as $21 or more in all the men’s industries and_prac- 
fare at a very low level, when compared either with the manufacture of certain textiles, or the making tically $30 or more in four of them. These figures 
their necessary expenditures for livelihood or with of some kinds of clothing or other needle trades, a are as follows:    

  

     

  

       

      
  

the corresponding levels of men’s wages. At the risk low wage-scale for women may be said to be based 
of repeating what may be rather commonly known, a _to a considerable extent on the early idea of women’s area ee ane ETS 
few paragraphs may be devoted to a statement of work as concerned with production in the home at Clothing manufactur $17.99 

| some of the complex factors that influence women’s no money wage. ‘The weaving of cotton or woolen ‘Tobacco 1703 
| ‘wages, and the effect of these on the general wage- cloth, for example, was a type of work taken almost Kit gros 83 

level. bodily from the home, where women performed Ee soe caeloee 
| ‘A low wage-ccale for women acts as one of the such work without pay, into the factory 
| influences tending to depress wage levels in general, Be Large man-employers 

| and has a marked effect on the standards for men Ciencias Re eae ete ae 
| ‘This is especially true in those industries where Some of the foregoing factors contribute toward % E 3407 
| many women work, even though their exact occu- making it a slow business to form strong or Lumber and allied product LL 2a 
| pations usually differ from those of men. ganizations among women themselves to. raise Pevoleum reining aes 

s heir wages through bargaining power. Added to Stone, cay, glass products. 2a 
| res Sob peas Haeeea eee ceed catemiene iam cman: te 

“The kinds of industries in which women are most. admit women. And this is the basis for certain Following this discusion of the general status of   

largely employed are often the very ones in which instances that exist in which much the same type of women’s wage levels and the reasons why they are 
the worst sweat-shop conditions are likely to be work is done in non-union plants by women at lower so, it now may be asked: What do the sources of in- 
found. ‘Thus it may be safely said that in all drives pay than in the corresponding union plants that formation on women’s wages show as to the general 
to eliminate sweat-shop conditions of labor, large employ men who will not admit women to the level of women’s earnings in 1937? How does this 
proportions of the workers affected are likely to be union. The net results of all these varying factors compare with earlier years? 
women. are that women's wages on the whole are much Such information, regularly reported and cur- 

Some of the more important woman-employing lower than men’s, and in consequence legislative rently available, exists in the reports secured from 
industries are among those that show the greatest means of raising wages are even more needed for manufacturing pay-rolls and issued monthly by off- 
fluctuation in employment from month to month ot women than for men. cials in only two States. However, these are two of 
from one period in the year to another. This means When such means have been attempted, marked the States that employ the largest number of women 
that while very large numbers may be employed in advances have been made in women’s wages. This —New York and Illinois. Outside of these, reliance 
the peak season, many of these people are laid off at was true, for example, under the efforts made by has to be placed in various special studies. The 

i other times in the year. Such, for example, is the the N.R-A. to raise wages. It also has been the (Continued on page 29) 
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LREADY the sun is setting, leaving thin 
shadows of the cotton stalks across the wide 
and puny fields. You've never been South 

before? Then come on home with me, if you 
want. Listen to the seeming stillness of the cotton 
field and you'll suddenly hear the sad songs of my 
people. Bend low over the stalks, pick the soft 
white fiber from a boll, and you've paid homage to 
the earth. Today you'll see the croppers in the 
fields, hundreds of them. But they won't be there 
tomorrow. You can mark my word for it, and I 
ought to know. I’m just getting back from our 
union office in Memphis, that being the only place 
we dast have headquarters. Tomorrow we strike, 
if the Lord be willing. But let me tell you how 
all this began. 

We got the first picking on our own crops over 
with last week. ‘They weren't. much to crow 
about, either. ‘Then Mr. Bob—he's the planta- 
tion boss—hung out the sign for day pickers for the 
plantation crop, so we all showed up bright and 
early Monday morning for the picking. Course 
the boss didn’t tell us at the start what it was they 
intended to give for picking, and we all knew bet- 
ter than to try and find out before the end of our 
first day 

Here's where we turn off to the plantation. It’s 
an hour from here. You don’t mind if I just talk 
uninterrupted, do you? Looks like the flowers 
hereabout just bloom all year in relays. In the 
bayou yonder those are giant cypresses; you can 
see their swollen old trunks reflected in the water. 
That's what makes the bayou sluggish-colored. 
There's no wind to break the surface this time of 
day; well, now and then maybe you'll see circles 
quivering in the water, but that's just one of the 
kids throwing in or pulling out his line 

  

  

UT HERE I am forgetting what I set about 
to tell you. I picked yesterday. Matter of 

fact, everybody was anxious to pick, it being the 

16 

first day and all. Me and Lou—that’s my wife— 
and the three oldest boys worked from can-see to 
can't-see, Course the boys can’t pick much yet, 
but they're learning. ‘Then we got together at the 
edge of the field where we left the youngest kid in 
the shade of a tree, sort of pinned in his blanket so 
nothing wouldn't hurt him. He's been having 
third-day chills and fever, and Lou likes him near 
while she’s working so's she can look after him. 

“The ants have stung him again,” Lou says to 
, rubbing the red spots with a wet finger. ‘Spot's 

not watching him like she ought.” She whistled 
for the dog, and here came old Spot, wagging her 
tail she was so glad to see me, and licking my hand 
affectionate-ike. 

“You ought to whip her for running off now, 
Alf,” Lou kept saying to me. “Don’t pet her!” 

T didn’t say anything, but took the towsack from 
one of the boys so’s Lou could load him with the 
baby. 

“D've got more than 300 pounds if I've a thimble- 
ful, but picking won't hold out so good for long,” 
I vowed as we walked toward the wagon at the 
end of the field, where Mr. Bob and the clerk 
from the commissary were waiting to weigh us in. 
We haven't been getting cash for picking, you see; 
it’s just credit at the commissary. It's not much, 
but ‘the cornmeal and salt buck we get keep our 
guts from growling, and some years it’s enough to 
put shoes on the old lady’s feet for church and 
clothes on the kids? backs. 

Pretty soon there we were standing in line with 
our towsacks resting at our feet. We were too 
tired to do much talking. It was hot as all get-out; 
T knew it'd rain last night, and sure enough it did. 
Then all of a sudden word came down the line 
that they weren’t giving but thirty-five cents a hun- 
dred. Can you imagine? Thirty-five cents a 
hundred, and that in credit! And it was take it or 
leave it. That’s something you can’t be choosey 
about. There was a wound-up-tight feeling in 

  

  

     

  

  

  

    

   most of us, I can tell you. We knew well enough 
e'd be evicted if any of us dropped out of the 

picking. 
“Well, can you beat that!” Lou says to me. “And 

us working twelve hours a day!” I didn’t have a 
pipe of tobacco to my name, and I was beginning. 
to feel the need of a smoke, It seemed like there'd 
be no credit to get any on, either. I looked down 
at Lou’s feet, near naked they were. Thirty-five 
cents a hundred and us with four head of kids, 1 
thought! Jesus, how can a man and his family 
live? 

  

  ‘ E OUGHTN’T to put up with it,” I said 
impatiently. I felt like I could hardly 

stand up any longer on account of this bad leg of 
mine—it’s a souvenir from the War. But by and 
by our turns came, and we got weighed in. 

We were just starting for home when we heard 
Mr. Bob cussing like a sailor. I didn’t want Lou 
and the boys listening to such talk as that, but I was 
curious, so I told them to go on home, I'd hang 
around and be there presently. ‘Then I went back 
a mite to see what the commotion was all about. 
Some of the other croppers were standing around 
too. 

  

  

he trouble was over old Gracie Evans’ son 
Tom, the high yellow who'd run away from home 
‘once for a couple of years. Tom got weighed in 
for 270 pounds of cotton, but he was looking ove 
the shoulder of the clerk when he wrote it down 
in the big black book, and Tom said the clerk 
didn't give him credit but for 170 pounds. I found 
‘out that much from one of the boys that had been 
standing there from the start. 

‘And I didn’t have any call to doubt it. Tom 
was saying, “But Mr. Bob, you know I picked more 
than that. I've got a little sense. It ain't fair not 
to give me what's coming to me. We're getting 
little enough as it is for picking the cotton!” 

“Who do you think you are?” I heard Mr. Bob 
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“What business have you got look~ 
If you 
But if 

you know what’s good for you, you'll get to hell 
out of here!” 

L was thinking he'd better get away from there, 

thunder back. 
ing over someone's shoulder anyway? 
don't like it, you know what you can do. 

too, knowing Mr. Bob the way I do. But Tom 
just stood there, stubborn like a nigger, but meek 
enough, saying, “Please, Mr. Bob, let me see what 
he wrote down again. It was 170, wasn't it? It 
ain't right to do a poor man that way; you know 
it ain’t right.” 
“Tm going to give you one minute to stir up 

the dust down that road, you son of a bitch,” the 
boss said to him, “and if you aren't gone then, 
T'll give you something to speed you up.” 
Tom got white in the face, but didn't move a 

whit. “Everybody here saw how much I picked, 
Mr. Bob, and I want credit for it,” he kept re- 
peating. “Just because most of these people can't 
read is no sign I can't.” 

“Hold your tongue, nigger,” Mr. Bob was warn- 
ing at the same time Tom was talking. ‘The boss 
already had his hand on his pistol, and some of 
the other niggers were trying to get Tom to hush up. 

    

   

“T WON'T be quiet and let you cheat me, 
tell you!” Tom shouted, and suddenly we all 

heard two shots, one right after the other. ‘Then 
there was Tom falling back against the cotton 
wagon, groaning, but not loud. ‘There was a hole 
in his shirt and another in his cheek, and the blood 
was dripping fast off his face onto the cotton in the 

“Get him away from that cotton!” Mr, Bob 
ordered, but nobody had to get him away because 
about that time he just fell limp to the road. 
couple of the women started moaning and ran to- 
ward him, but Mr. Bob told them to stay back and 
made some of the men carry him away quick 

“You all can learn something from that,” he was 
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saying to the rest of the niggers, scared wide-eyed, 
but still waiting to weigh in. “Now step lively and 
let's get this over with. 

I turned around to some of the other croppers 
that had been watching and for a minute we just 
looked at one and fear and sorrow 
I guess it was. “We can’t let him get by with 
that,” I said at last, under my breath, “The sher- 
iff won't lift an eyebrow about Tom, but we can 
call the strike like we once said we'd do. The 
union's strong enough to put it over now. They 
won't get by with killing those of us that demand 
our rights, no matter what color we are. And 
we'll demand more than starvation wages this 

‘Most of the croppers were quiet until we got well 
out of hearing distance of Mr. Bob. ‘Then we 

I decided I'd 
better beat it in to Memphis first and see what 

lined up with Mr. Block, who'd 
helped us organize, so we put the meeting off for 
a night. I thought I'd do without eating, or else 
bum a bite later, to get out of answering Lou 
variable questions, so I sent a kid to tell her what 
hhad happened and not to look for me home li 
night 

‘Then I hurried on down to Sid Poole’s—he was 
a buddy of mine in the War, and now about the 
‘only man hereabouts that gets compensation from 
the government. He has a brother-in-law who's 
a lawyer, that’s why. Anyway, this Sid Poole has 
the only car in the county cepting those that belong 
to the plantations, and he owns his own house and 
all. 

Usually he's pretty darned nice about taking peo- 
ple plac Shucks, Sid’d take you al- 
most anywhere so long as you buy the gas, ‘cause 
he doesn’t have to work or anything like that. 
Well, I told him about how the boss had shot Tom 
down in cold blood, and about what they were 
planning to give a hundred for picking this season, 
and then I told him what I wanted to do. I of- 
fered to give him my credit at the commissary on 
the day’s picking if he'd take me in to Memphis in 
a hurry. But do you know old Sid wouldn’t think 
of it? He said he wasn’t a nigger-lover, and he 
didn’t exactly care what they give for picking so 
long as he doesn't have to work at it. Sometimes 
the silver plate in Sid’s head gets to bearing too 
hard on his brain, and I tried to believe that ex- 
plained the things he was saying. 
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made plans for a strike meeting. 

else could be 

  

  

    

  
  

in his car.   

  

    

  

I was sure sur- 

  

      prised, but I didn’t let that stop me, Tt had begun’ 
to rain, like I told Lou it would. I hiked as far 
as the road in spite of my bad leg, and then I was 
lucky enough to catch a ride on in to Memphis 
Course I didn’t get there until way late last night, 
but I managed to tell Mr. Block about all that had 
happened and to get things fixed up all right. Ours 
isn’t the only plantation that’s beginning to wake 
up, I want you to know. ‘The pickers are going to 
walk out all over this section if they’re paying the 
same on other plantations. 

  

      

  

COUPLE of times before I was in to Mem: 
phis. The first time, though, was the year 

I was evicted from old Jay Colman’s place, right 
in the middle of spring plowing. First year me 
and Lou were married, that was, ‘cause Lou was in 
a family way with our first kid. I was burying 
the plow deep into that old red dirt when sud- 
denly I heard Lou a-screaming way down at the 
lower end of the field, I just left off plowing 
when I heard the old lady crying out that way, 
and went running across the rows to get to her. 
I know better than to get so excited about things 
like that now, but then I didn’t. Lou was all 
right after a time—it doesn’t take so long to have 
a baby if you're not poorly—but that old mule I 
was plowing with didn’t take being loose so calmly. 
Out he lit across the field, dragging that plow be- 
hind him. I found out later that the boss had to 
ride him down and corner him, but not before he'd 
cut a deep rut diagonally across those rows that 
had already been seeded. The boss was waiting 
for me when I got back from taking Lou on home. 
‘That man was sure mad. He was a fierce-looking 
old cuss, all right. He says to me, “You idiot 
you're going to learn a little sense. I’m going to 
beat it into you, or else you're getting off this 
plantation.” 

‘And I says to him, respectful of course, but firm, 
“Lou was having a baby and I had to go to her. 

1 didn't mean to leave the mule hitched. I forgot, 
1 was so excited. But no man’s going to beat me! 
‘The niggers have let you get by with it. Haven't 
T seen you beat them every day? But they won't 
put up with it much longer either, if I ean do any- 
thing about it. I'll get off the plantation, if that’s 
what you've a mind to, but you won't lay a hand 
on me, sir!” And I meant it. 

‘That was how I came to see Memphis the first 
(Continued on page 30) 

  

   
  

  

  

  

    

  

I Have Some Things 
To Tell You 

A story of struggle for human rights in the South, 

of the rising unity of Negro and white workers 

By Kathryn Coe Cordell 
ILLUSTRATED BY RUSSEL 
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What Way Peace? 
Ruvorr Acaist War, by H. C. En- 
gelbrecht; 353 pages; Dodd, Mead 
and Company; $2. 
‘Tue Finat Cuorce, by Stephen and 
Joan Raushenbusk; 331 pages; Ray- 
nal & Hitchcock; $2.50, 

OOKS, like movies and furni- 

close of the War brought on a 
series of horror stories, descriptions 
of the actual fighting. ‘Those were 
the years when many thought that you 
could scare war out of the world 

‘The “horror period” ran into 
months of exposé when munitions in- 
vestigations, searchings of old state 
secrets, and revealing biographies 
shocked millions into doubting wheth- 
er all they had learned in 1914-1918 
was strictly on the up and up. In 
this stage the “merchants of death” 
got all the blame, and many thought 
that all you had to do was to curb 
the Du Ponts through a few laws and 
peace would reign, 

But the wars have begun popping 
with increasing vigor, and now the 
exposé months are slipping into an- 
guished weeks in which a frantic and 
desperate world seeks formulas and 
answers not so much to the last world 
war but to a new one in the offing. 
‘The authors of both these books under 
consideration contributed to the expos- 
ing of the munition makers. In this 
latest H. C. Engelbrecht goes into all 

he horrible effects of the World War. 
cost in money, in disease, in pov- 

erty, in crime, in morality is very ably 
covered. ‘The thesis is not new, it is 
merely illustrated further. But the 
author does that which is of greater 
value and more in keeping with the 
anxious moments civilization is going 
through. He deals with the various 
excuses being offered for war today 
under the heading of “have-notism.” 
He does not believe that overpopula- 
tion is driving Italy to war, nor that 
peace would be guaranteed if Germany 
were supplied with colonial posses- 
sions. And these pages are well docu- 
mented to show the vapidity of these 
arguments which are heard so often. 

Stephen Raushenbush did the “dirty” 
work for the Nye Committee. This 
latest book is a very fine job: very 
fine if you're willing to swallow the 
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belief that when Father ‘Time pre- 
pared the plans for the Twentieth 
Century he was in an awful hurry, 
and stuck a carbon sheet into his type- 
writer so that 1933-1938 is only a 
copy of 1909-1914. The advent of 
Fascism, with its insatiable need of 
war, seems to have made no difference 
in the authors’ approach to the world. 

Tt is the Raushenbush thesis that 
war today can be stopped only by 
granting immediate aid to “have not” 
Germany, Italy and Japan. They ex: 
press this more boldly than did the 
diplomat Van Zeeland in his recent 
report. They call for outright loans, 
plus reduction of tariff walls. ‘There 
is to be a signed contract for twenty- 
five years between the creditors and 
the debtors. If a debtor, a Fascist 
country, violates the agreement and 
makes war the other countries are to 
use an international police force to 
end the war. 

‘The purpose of this contract, say 
the authors, “is in the direction of 
making the economic system called 
capitalism work, first in the nations 
under dictatorships and then on a 
world scale.” 

One can only observe that it takes 
a lot of faith to bank the peace of the 
world on agreements with and sub- 
sidies to the set of ever-hungrier Fas- 
cist criminals. 

‘The alternatives to the terrible 
chances such a course would involve 
are neutrality laws with a referendum 
‘on war, or immediate collective action, 
boycotts, etc. ‘The authors opine some- 
what doubtfully that the first of these 
choices “might keep us out of war for 
two years. By that time the war 
might be over.” But what if it “might” 

The second alternative, that of col- 
lective action for peace? The major 
part of the book is devoted to the at- 
tempt to prove that the democratic 
powers are not so democratic, that 
they are imperialistic, that they would 
lose their Democracy in the process of 
stopping the Fascists. But unfortu- 
nately for this thesis, it does not square 
with their own more candid observa- 
tion: “These stirrings (of labor) in 
England and France show that the at- 
tempt to hold the dictators in check is 
more likely to be 2 movement from 
below than from on top.” 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

‘That is what is happening through- 
out the world. ‘That is the guarantee 
of the effectiveness of collective action 
today, 

Janes Lerner 

The Wars of Fortune 
Backcrounp or War, by the Editors 
of Fortune; 296 pages; Alfred A. 
Knopf; $2.50. 

ORTUNE is more than a 
magazine in the ordinary sense of 
the word. Without sacrificing 

the requirements of periodical publica- 
tion, the editors of Fortune have been 
able to present, time and again, mate- 
rial which fits just as neatly between 
hard covers. That they have generous 
resources at their disposal for the com- 
prehensive treatment of subject matter, 
does not alter the fact that they have 
been able to accomplish effectively 
what few periodicals have undertaken 
at all. Certainly Background of War 
merits a place beside such earlier re- 
prints as Arms and the Men and Jews 
in America. 

It is true that the chromium-plated 
style of the writing occasionally 
the reader, conclusions do not always 
follow from the facts presented, and 
it is said that facts sometimes are 
withheld altogether. In addition, the 

  

  

  

  

  

  
A short, short war story. Scene in Spring- 

field, Massachusetts 

chapters frequently vary in quality, 
whether due to the information that is 
available or to the absence of uniform- 
ity in the talents of Fortune's writers. 
Nevertheless, the ability of the maga- 
zine to uncover generally reliable in- 
formation, and the publication of this 
information, is a public service. 

Inevitably, much of Background of 
Wear is dated. Certainly the Far East- 
er situation would be included in a 
magazine series under that title today. 
However, the book is still valuable. 
‘The chapters on Britain’s foreign pol- 
icy and the military-Fascist revolt in 
Spain are excellent and the chapter on 
Franee is good; the chapters on Ger- 
many and the Soviet Union fall some- 
what below the others. 

‘The best-handled material in the 
book is that concerning the war in 
Spain. Especially important is the part 
which brings out the fact that the true 
liberal, the believer in Democracy, has 
an issue today which he cannot ignore. 
It is the issue of Fascism versus Democ- 
racy. The people are learning “that 
the inevitability of the victory of the 
dictators was no greater than the 
strength of the dictators’ battalions: 
and that the whole doctrine of the 
doom of democracy and the predes- 
tined triumph of 2 dictatorship of one 
sort or another was merely so much 
mystical claptrap obscuring a doctrine 
‘of conquest by force.” 

Prank B, Bi 
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Tue Wasuincton CorresPonpENrs, 
by Leo C. Rosten; 436 pages; Har 
court, Brace and Company; $3.00. 

HIS MAY well become a nec: 
| essary handbook for any serious 

newspaper reader. ‘The author 
is the first to attempt an analysis of 
the men, the women and the problems 
behind the Washington date-line. 

The Washington Correspondents 
contains much information that has in 
the past been only vaguely known, and 
is therefore revealing in its thorough- 
ness and excellent — documentation, 
Rosten shows clearly how every news- 
paper man—or indeed every individual 
writing in some capacity or other for 
any newspaper—in the last analysis 
becomes imbued with the policy of 
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the paper and consciously or uncon- 
sciously a spokesman for that policy. 
A good reporter need not be told what 
the policy of his paper is. He knows 

  

it by looking at its make-up. One 
correspondent told Rosten: 

Policy orders? I_ never get them; but I 
don’t nced them. ‘The make-up of the paper 
i a policy order. Suppose Dve written a 
sory which, T notice, is shoved back to page 
18." No big local story has forced it off 
the front pages, and the story is worth a big 
play. But ies shoved back. Well, suppose 
T reverse my “slant” and that story makes 
page 1. I follow that ine and keep on mak- 
ing pages 1 or 2. I give them what they 
want, and I can tell what they want, by 
watching the play they give to my storie. 

“Tt is almost impossible to be ob- 
jective, You read your paper, notice 
its editorials, get praised for some 
stories and criticized for others. You 
‘sense policy’ and are psychologically 
driven to slant your stories according- 
ly.” Rosten made this statement to 
seventy correspondents, of whom forty- 
two agreed, twenty-four disagreed and 
four were uncertain. 

The book contains a wealth of re- 
vealing statistics and case histories of 
news coloring that deserves much 
longer comment than is possible here 
Tt gives valuable analyses and inter- 
pretations of the Washington cor- 
respondents and their work. The in- 
formation gathered from discussion 
with 154 members of the press corps, 
is one of the more significant com- 
mentaries upon the present social 

—Jouannes Steet 

The Problem of Poverty 
Tue Anowirion oF Poverty, 2y 
James Ford and Katherine Morrow 
Ford; 291 pages; The Macmillan 
Company ; $2.50. 

HE AUTHORS of this work 
have dealt with poverty not as 
an isolated phenomenon but as 

an aspect of our entire social and eco- 
nomic organization. ‘The causes of 
poverty are traced and catalogued, all 
the way from heredity to international 

‘The best of the studies on unem- 
ployment and poverty are carefully 
summarized in a not too technical 
manner. These studies indicate that 
the individual who is faced with pov- 
erty can do little about it through his 
own efforts. Even when he secks work 
his efforts are futile without local, state 
and federal aid, Some system of eco- 
nomic planning which extends through 
the entire nation and even between 
nations seems necessary if effective 
steps are to be taken to eradicate pov- 
erty. The authors view the problem 
as one of poor economic and social or- 
ganization in the distribution of goods 
and services, rather than one of lack 
of sufficient goods and services. ‘They 
‘oppose any scheme which would result 
in a restriction of production, even 
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‘Resettlement Adminstration Photograpbe 
Our problem of poverty is one of ragged children and homeless men 

though it might favor certain groups 
of workers. 

After presenting the multiplic 
factors involved in poverty, the 
authors insist that only a national 
planning board can take care of them 
adequately. 

  

Te would be superogatory and valueless 
to attempt to outline or predict the struc- 
ture, organization and administration of 2 
national economic plan, ‘The abolition of 
poverty is but one of its many objectives 
Tes primary function is not negative but 

  

    and organization will be de 
interplay of factors which comprise Federal 
and state constitutions and their contem- 
orary interpretation, statute law, existing administrative setups and the traditions be- 
hhind them and that unpredictable variable 
which is termed leadership. 

  

  

  

‘The above quotation reveals how 
complicated the control of poverty is. 
‘And the book is recommended for the 
realism with which it approaches this 
problem. But the great omission in 
the study is a discussion of how apathy 
toward the abolition of poverty may 
be overcome. Until some force is set 
in motion which seeks a solution of the 
problem, the authors’ analysis may 
seem a bit academic. 

—Dowatp McConwent 

  

Among Welsh Miners 
A Tine 70 Lavan, by Rhys Davies; 
395 pages; Stackpole Sons; $2.50. 

HE SETTING of this novel, 
the Welsh coal-felds, is prob- 
ably unfamiliar to most Ameri- 

cans, Wales, for some reason, is not 
often visited by American travellers, 
but in the southern part of the Prin- 
cipality and in the Clydeside of Scot- 
land there is today more understanding 
of the progressive thought of modern 
America than in any other part of 
the British Isles. 

It is about the gallant, struggling 
miners of Wales that Rhys Davies has 
woven his story. The period is the 
turn of the century during the miners’ 
fight for organization, and the greater 
part of the book is taken up with the 
series of strikes which that fight en- 
tailed. A doctor, Tudor Morris, 
recognizes the identity of his interest 
as a professional man with the cause 
of the miners, and throws in his lot 
with them. 

The theme is, of course, a very 
timely one. Whether or no a doctor 
at the end of the last century would 
have acted as Morris does is not very 
important—Davies can certainly crave 
in aid the celebrated case of Dr. Pank- 
hurst—but it is not altogether easy to 
accept the almost untroubled progres- 
sion of Morris to the side of the work- 
cers. Truc, he is said to have had a 
peasant grandmother—a_ picturesque 
and earthy old lady of eighty—but on 
that background had been laid a heavy 
coating of middle-class education. 

This glossing over of what is a real 
problem, and the pretentious metaphors 
which frequently disfigure the writing, 
are the main weaknesses in this novel. 
Otherwise, there are many good things 
in it: the description of the Welsh re- 
ligion, which is both narrow and deep; 
the bitter poverty of the miners; the 
violence which the owners use against 
the workers; and, above all, the undy- 
ing spirit of defiance that dignifies the 
‘grim valleys of Wales—all these are 
set out plainly and without bravado. 

  

  

      

  

  

  

  “For all our skinny. bellies? 
the miners just after they ha 
beaten up by the police, “our rags and our 
black eyes, this is not a time to weep. It's 
f time to laugh. We can laugh because 
we're awake and alive and kicking. Were 
not members of a dying world, we belong to 

   
  

     

    
Comparisons may be made between 

4 Time to Laugh and A. J. Cronin’s 
The Stars Look Down. The latter 

  

          
book was better written, but Davies’ 
work fortunately lacks the somewhat 
respectable air which finally overcame 
The Stars Look Down. In a time of 
National Government a fighting auth- 
or is matter for celebration. 

—Lesue Reape 

Yesterday's Labor 
Tomorrow's Brean, by Beatrice Bis- 
no; 326 pages; Liveright Publishing 
Corp.; $2.50. 

HIS BOOK js, among other 
things, important and authentic 
history of the garment workers. 

‘The lank, striding figure of the Cl 
cago labor leader whose life was one 
vast cyclone of cross-purposes, swept 
by embroilments in family relations, 
orthodox religion, women, Hull House 
Tiberalism—and not least, the great 
bandwagon of Gompersism—is set 
forth with complete realism and noth- 

1g glossed over. But not only is 
Tomorrow's Bread a valuable record 
of the mistakes and failures of Ameri- 
can labor leadership in the early stages. 
Its hero's story points the undefeated 
line of victory, the line we are already 
beginning to know as organized labor 
has been able to correct and build on 
the mistakes of the past. 

In Sam Karenski’s lifelong and mis- 
understood fight for the closed shop 
and for workers’ solidarity, we see 
anticipated by roughly a half-century 
the miliant campaign tactics of the 
C.LO. And how like some familiar 
wolves in sheep’s clothing are the afflu- 
ent, smug-tailored union leaders, 
Karenski’s opponents, who spurn soli 
darity and struggle for the arbitration 
methods preferred by the employers! 
Finally, the scattering of the social- 
worker liberals after the war, followed 
by the melancholy disintegration of 
their leadership, seems accurate fore- 
warning of that later impotence of 
Nineteenth Century liberalism in 
‘America which we are experiencing in 
the crisis of the world now. 

Phe book has just received the Ed- 
win Wolf prize for the best novel of 
Jewish life. One is tempted to hazard 
the opinion that if it could circulate 
among the membership of the Sons of 
the Revolution, the Ku Klux Klan, 
and others of the fraternal and “Chris- 
tian’” organizations committed to dis 
criminating against Jews patriotically 
the anti-Semitic bugaboos of even those 
defenders of the faith and the “Ameri- 

would be knocked higher 

    

  

  

  

    
   

than a kite. 
From the literary standpoint, I felt 

that Tomorrow's Bread ought to be a 
somewhat better book than it actually 
is, The patches of clichés and frequent 
undramatic statements _besmirching 
the first quarter of the narrative, carry 
a tonal amateurishness that may dis- 
courage some readers at the start. Cer- 
tainly they are false to the truly fine 
work in the subsequent three-quarters. 

—Lituian Giixes 
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T HE FURIOUS Tory onslaught 
against wages has, for the time 
being at least, usurped the spot- 

light in Wall Street from the equally 
protracted battle for Big Business con 
trol of the national government. The 
reason for the present focus of atten- 
tion on the wage structure is that the 
strategists of big capital see in the 
drastic slump in business activity, and 
the sharp increase in unemployment, 
their long-awaited opportunity to can- 
cel out the hard-won wage gains of the 
American labor movement during the 
past two years. And, more than this, 
the Big Business strategists hope that 
if their wage-busting campaign is sue 
cessful, the prestige of unionized labor 
will suffer a mortal blow 

‘The outcome of this struggle is thus 
‘of the most vital importance to every 
man, woman and child in that great 
majority of the people who earn their 
living from wages or small. salaries. 
To housewives, moreover, it will mean 
cither the skimpy food-budget of the 
depression years, with no allowance for 
‘even minimum comforts, or a renewal 
of the advance towards decent living- 
conditions for the people as a whole. 

In pressing its wage-slashing cam- 
paign, Wall Street has been trotting 
out the same arguments it used to 
justify the catastrophic wage-cuts dur- 
ing the 1930-1933 period. Suave in- 
dustrialists like Alfred P. Sloan of 
General Motors. warn that wages 
which are “too high” cause reduced 
purchasing power (believe it or not!) 
Professional economic apologists for 
Big Business, such as the Brookings 
Institute, announce that “cost-read- 
justments” or “cost flexibility” (both 
being polite synonyms for wage-cuts) 
are necessary for revival. 

  

  

  

  

  

business 

  

Other academic stooges for Wall 
Street, like Professor Lewis D. Haney 
of New York University and Pro- 
fessor Neil Carothers of Lehigh U; 
versity (controlled by Bethlehem 

    
Wall Street is Fascistminded, but not 
Southbury, Connecticut. Eli (left) and 

Harold Hicock are strong antiNacis 
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Economic royalists and their attack 
on wages... . The rich get richer 
faster. . . 

the “fallacious theory 
All this propaganda 

is, of course, designed to convince the 
public that increased wages were one 
of the principal causes, if not the 
‘most important cause, for the present 
industrial collapse. ‘Therefore, to 
cure the depression, cut wages! Sim- 
ple as pie, isn’t it? 

In practice, the wage-busting cam- 
paign already has accomplished scat- 
tered instances of pay-cuts, notably in 
certain textile mills and in a few of 
the smaller autoparts plants. But 
the issue will probably be decided in 
the basie industries, such as steel and 
motors, where labor made its greatest 
gains during 1936 and 1937. And 
the steel industry, as the bell-wether 
of American industry, undoubtedly is 
the crucial battlefield. U. S. Steel, 
the foremost steel-maker, recently cut 
the salaries of its unorganized white 
collar workers. The drive for re 
tions in steel wages rests on the arg 
ment that a reduction in steel prices 
is essential for industrial recovery, and 
that price-cuts are impossible without 
wage-cuts 

  

  

  

  

   

  

    

    

     

  

Prices and Wages 

OBERT H. JACKSON, 
the Solicitor-General of the 

United States, made the contention in 
a speech at the year-end that the in- 
crease in steel prices had been much 
larger than would have been nec 
sary in order to cover the increase in 
steel w (This column, as a 
matter of fact, made the sta 
ment last March at the time of the 
last steel Jackson's 
charge drew wails of indignation from 
Wall Street, as well as categorical 
denials. But the record establishes 

the steel companies 
as an excuse for fat- 

tening their margin of profit at the 
expense of the general public. 

Even the Wall Street Journal was 
forced to admit that the net profits of 

    

   

price-increase.) 

  

conclusively. tha 
used higher w 

    

  

» Please pass the plums 

$4,578,000 earned by U. S. Steel in 
the last three months of 1937, when its 
operations were at only 41.3 per cent 

ty, were “better than anti 
pated”—inasmuch as. in past periods, 
Big Steel had lost money whenever its 
operations dropped below 45 or 50 
per cent of capacity. 

For the full year 1937, moreover, 
U.S. Steel’s operating profits of $16 
906,000 were 47.3 per cent larger than 
in 1936—and its net profits of $9 
931,000 were up 96.7 per cent, or a 
most double 1936. But the total pay- 
roll of U. S. Steel increased only 30.7 
per cent over 1936, and the avera 

ann nployees rose 
only 11.2 per cent—to $1,695 from 
$1,524 in 1936, As further proof that 

of     

  

  

       

     

    

earnings of its 

  

  

U.S. Steel raised prices much more 
than was necessary to pay for its wage- 
increases, its volume of business in the 

  

fourth quarter of 1937 was about the 
same as in the first three quarters of 
1935, its tonnage of steel sold being 
only 5 per cent larger than the average 
for the 1935 quarters. But Steel’s 
operating profits of $18,716,000 in the 
1937 final quarter were 43 per cent 
greater than in the first three quarters 
of 1935, and its profits per ton of steel 
sold were $10.0: average 
of $7.49 in the 1935 periods, an in- 
crease of 34 per cent. 

Thus, steel prices 
down, but under 
should steel workers pay for these nec- 
essary reductions out of their wages; 
otherwise, we would be reviving that 
old “open door for profit” idea of let 
ting wage labor pay for the depression, 

There are, of course, many political 
ramifications of Wall Street's w: 

ng drive. And President Roose 
ent declaration for price-cuts 

ruts caused more real con- 
sternation in the Street than have any 
of the recent White House utterances 
Here a significant parallel is suggested 
with the comparable plea against wage- 
cuts which was issued by President 

at the start of the last depres 

as agains! 

  

no circumstances 

  

  

  

  

  

  

velt’s re   

  

  

Hoove 

  

  

sion, and which did not 
lamentations and angry attacks such as 
greeted Roosevelt's recent statemei 
Even Wall Street tycoons will admit 
privately to the following explanation 
of this contrast in attitude. When 
Hoover spoke, Big Business publiely 
applauded but privately proceeded at 
‘once to slash wages, knowing full well 
that Hoover would do nothing to en- 
force his position. But when Roose- 
velt denounces wage-cuts, Wall Street 
is afraid that he means what he says 
and, moreover, may actually do some- 
thing to implement his demand, rely- 
ing as he does upon the labor vote for 
a large part of his political power 

  

More War Profits 
AST month, this column called 
attention to the big boom in war 

stocks in Wall Street, 
aviation shares, With subsequent pub- 
lication of details of the Administra 
tion’s vast $800,000,000 supplement 
naval-building program, Wall Stre 
gamblers have spread their favors to 
include more and 
which are expected to profit from this 
huge outlay. The Wall Street Journal 
recently reported that the big. ship: 

dds, such as Bethlehem, New York 
Shipbuilding, Bath Iron Works and 
United Shipyards, will be booked to 

ars to come with 
warship construction—plus the pro- 
jected merchant-marine 
rogram, which also is primarily a mil- 
itary measure. Cataloguing the war 
stocks has become a favorite pastime 
in the Street. ‘The Navy's 
plate business will go to U. S. Stee! 
Bethlehem Steel and Midvale, boilers 
will be bought from Babcock & V 
cox and Foster Wheeler, alloys from 
Vanadium Corp. and Union Carbide 
shells as well as gun forgings, pro- 
pellers and turbines from Midvale and 
Crucible Stee 

  

notably in 

    

  

    

sapacity for several 

construction 

    

  

    

        

Citicens of Southbury, who vetoed a pro- 
posed Nazi camp there, learned their R's 

in this historie school 
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Lisle’s the Style 

Being extracts from the diary of an imagina- 

ry boycotter-for-peace who is coming to have 

more and more counterparts in real life 

By Katherine Barbour 

  

CEMBER 2—The die is 
D cast! Bought two pairs of lisle 

stockings today and spent the 
rest of my waking hours justifying my 
action to friends. Asa result I'm well 
armed with arguments for wearing 
silk hose the remainder of my life, but 
T have a few convictions myself which 
they have not been able to disperse. 

December 3—Appeared at work in 
my lisle stockings today and found that 
two other girls in the office had taken 
up the boycott. Tom and Dick began 
to kid us—said we were off on a wild- 
goose chase that wouldn't do anything 
but throw our own hosiery workers out 
of jobs and crystallize anti-Japanese 
prejudice. I’m going to do some in- 
vestigating on these points. It seems to 
‘me that those who are boycotting have 
‘more sympathy for the people of Japan 
than most of those who just read the 
news of the Sino-Japanese conflict and 
don’t bother to find out about the way 
the military group in Japan is forcing 
the whole country into an aggressive 

Pye looked over all the pro- 
boycott material in the house and find 
rnot one ounce of hatred for the Japa- 
nese people in all of it. 

Youth Against War 
December 6—Persuaded Tom and 
ick to go to a boycott party tonight. 

y brought forth their arguments 

  

  

   

    

T 
against our drive, but they left feeling 
that there were many good reasons for 
being proud of their lisle-stockinged 

  

friends, I told them of one club of 
young people that had decided to admit 
only girls and fellows who had aban: 
doned silk articles. “These young peo- 
ple who had never thought seriously 

THE FIGHT, March 1938 

about world peace and possible inter- 
national action to stop aggres 
having speakers on international rela- 
tions come to their meetings. The 
people of our country have often before 
felt a responsibility for helping to build 
respect for international law in the 
world, and these discussions are lead- 
ing many to study ways and me 
of strengthening collective-security 
machinery. 

December_10—Christmas. shopping 
today... . Had an interesting experi- 
cence in the five-and-ten which bolstered 
my faith in the boycott of Japanese 
goods. In the center of the store there 
was a large table attractively arranged 
with paper flowers and other orna. 
ments, T was about to make a purchase, 
but first asked where these articles 
were from. The salesgirl replied 
“Japan,” and I regretfully put away 
my purse. It was evidently a frequent 
occurrence because the young lady 
smiled and said, “This boycott is cer- 
tainly spreading. We can't get rid of 
these things even though we have taken 
stich pains to display them prominently. 
Customer after customer asks what 
make they are and then proceeds to go 
to our regular stock of paper decora- 
tions. ‘Those are a little more expen- 
sive but made in this country. People 
seem to be willing to stand by their 
principles on the boycott issue even 
though it touches their pockets a little.” 
Now when my dubious friends ques 
tion the effectiveness of my 
Tecan tell them that if the secret of its 
success lies in the number supporting 
it, the 
new technique for discouraging aggres- 
sion may have been discovered. 

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

     

  

   

  

   

    

ampaign, 

is more evidence daily that a 

  

‘Silkless women in « Washington, D.C, boycott style-show 

  

December 12—Soon it will be smart 
to wear lisle stockings! That sophisti- 
cated store B—s, actually starred 
its new stock of cotton hose in this 
morning's paper. Guess I'll do a bit of 
inquiring of salesgirls to see how their 
silk sales are progressing. 

  

Lisle’s in Style 
December 16—Decided to give lisle 

stockings to some of my “on the fence” 
friends for Christmas. The clerk in 
A——'s was not a bit surprised when 
T asked to see what stock she had, and 
as she made out the sales 
marked that so many people had been 
buying cotton and rayon that she had 
looked into the question of the boycott 
herself. “What did you decide?” I 
asked. “Oh, T've joined the boycott 
too. We must do something to help 
China and this is the one practical sug- 
gestion for action which I have heard.” 

December 17—I have a friend who 
has all the sympathy in the world for 
the boycott but she can’t get herself to 
give up sheer silk hose. She claims 
that the boys will think she is a fanatic 
and won’t want to be seen with her. 
Wall, since we still live in a man’s 
world, why doesn’t some outstanding 
handsome he-man organize a campaign 
among his buddies for only dating lisle 

  

she re- 

    

   

stockings? If woman will be weak, 
our only hope lies in “strong-minded”” 
men who will make us stand up for our 
beliefs. I’m enough of a feminist, how~ 
ever, to think that the women can in- 
fluence the men on this matter if they 
don’t let pride explain away logical 
conclusions. Even this friend (the one 
who called forth this soliloquy) admits 
that she felt a bit ashamed when she 
bought a $1.50 pair of evening hose 
the other day—ones that she will only 
wear about three times during the 

  

  

    
  

  

Models have always 
tomatons to me 

Thad thought of them as 
seemed rather like 
until today 
Venus de Milo's of the ‘Twentieth 

  

  

sury who earned a living by mak- 
ing people believe a certain gown or 
coat would give glamour or charm to 
a perfect 16 or a perfect 44! Well, 
today I had to cover a big opening in 
the fashion field and discovered that 
my conclusions had been all wrong. 
Every one of those models appeared in 
lisle stockings! One of them told me 
afterwards that the boss had raised 
quite a furor about it, but they belong 
to the models’ union and stood their 
ground. ‘This reminds me that I must 
talk with some union people about the 

(Continued on page 24) 
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Millions of 

    

Magazines 

By Anonymous 

ILLUSTRATED BY HOWARD BAER 

   
PEOPLE are the products of what they read, 

] if we absorb any of our ideas and our ideals 
from the printed page, then there are some 

pretty big-scale Pygmalions sitting at walnut desks 
in New York skyscrapers, each very busy building 
from two to three million Galateas according to his 
heart's desire, 

But Pygmalion, you will remember, fell in love 
with the statue he had created. And at int the 
parallel with editors of modern women’s magazines 
comes to an end. For the sad truth is that the 
editors are motivated not by love for their readers, 
but by their publishers’ greed for cold, hard cash, 

he Ladies Home Journal, Woman's Home 
Companion, McCall's, Good Housekeeping, Pic- 
torial Review-Delineator, with others serving pure- 
ly rural districts, are “trade magazines” of the 
woman who is, in the editor’s own flatteringly 
coined word, the “home-mal 
the member of the woman's club, of the civic~ 
improvement group, of the parent-teacher associa 
tion, the church and the bridge club. What she 
thinks is important, and the propaganda that tells 
her what to think is important. 

   

  

  

  

Hidden Propaganda 
True, in the women’s magazines it sometimes 

a fine lens to detect the propaganda, but it is 
. Even the hoary thesis that the clinging vine 

can get the best death-grip on the sturdy oak is 
propaganda in favor of the dependent woman and 
the superior male, and so has its say about the 
modern woman’s progress toward dignity and 
equality. 

“The Clinging Vine thesis is the very minimum 
in ideas on which a story may be based. The fact 
that it is still tops, holding its own, pursuing its 
unwavering backward course among forward-look- 
ing trends on the pages around it, gives a very 
important clue to the violent conflict that goes into 
the production of the woman’s magazine, When 
that conflict is understood, the hodge-podge of con- 
tradictory propaganda in the women’s publications 
is no longer amazing and confusing. It makes sense. 

You will find the key to the conflict in the 
“service” section of any woman’s magazine. Look 
into the so-called “editorial” matter that is threaded 
neatly in and out among the advertising columns 
of the last three-quarters of the book to get your 
gauge of the editorial integrity of the magazine. 
Read the advice to women on their housekeeping 
problems if you want to know how hot is the adver- 
tiser’s breath on the back of the editorial neck 

Here is where you will find on the left-hand page 
an inspirational article telling you that a woman 
can be a better wife and mother if she saves her 
energy. How? Simple, Instead of going to all the 
oldfashioned labor of making soup she has merely 
to buy, so cheap, the wonderful canned soups now 

   

  

available. Creative tips are provided for dressing 
up and combining certain flavors. By a remarkable 
coincidence there is a full-page advertisement of 
those same flavors of soup on the right-hand page. 

Lying on the table before me is a current maga- 
zine open at a page titled “Home-maker's Digest,” 
with a very attractive new kind of layout. Half the 
page is devoted to a beautiful literary biography of 
oleomargarine, beginning with its birth during the 
shortage of “table fat” at the time of the Franco- 
Prussian War and going on to the modern improve- 
ments which apparently brought it to perfection. On 
the opposite page—but you don’t need to be told. 

You probably don’t need to be told either about 
the passionately sympathetic letter-answerer who 
urges her questioners, in a lush, humidly personal 
tone, to use products which she describes in the 
advertiser's own words, making the same false 
promises, smearing outright lies with incredibly 
syrupy assurances of her single-minded devotion to 
the questioner’s welfare. 

‘That is not news. This editorial prostitution has 
been going on so long that an angry consumer 
movement has had time to start, to thrive, and to 
reach a strength which the women's magazines have 
been compelled to recognize. They are now, after 
scorn and fury have done no good, putting great 
literary skill into establishing a sense of sympathy 
with the angriest consumer, mixing in enough real 
consumer-information about non-advertised products 
to hang a halo of honesty around their statements 
about advertised products. 

‘The editor's job, then, is to make a successful 
advertising medium. When you look at the con- 
tradictory requirements of that job you begin to 
believe that he is worth all five figures of his salary. 
For to produce a good advertising medium the 
editor must offer more than advertising and cor- 
roborating editorial columns. He must really please 
the reader, must lure her to walk regularly to the 
news-stand and shell out her money. 

      

Some Facts on Fiction 
Fiction is tops in lures. For this reason, the ideas 

that our reader gets out of her fiction stories are 
worth looking into. 

‘The editor starts his job of luring on the theory 
that women are most interested in love. So far, so 
good. It’s a cinch to get writers to write about love 
in a way that will form a line to the newsstand. 
But here the advertiser steps in with his first taboo. 
“Look out,” he says. “There are some pretty ques- 
tionable aspects to love. No sensationalism, you 
understand.” 

‘The editor does understand, or he learns to. He 
learns that the advertiser wishes to think his prod- 
uct is being advertised to an audience of people who, 
first of all, are respectable. They must be pillars of 
the community, anchored there with mortgages. The 

    

   

    

   
   
    
   
   
   

  

   

                      

   

            

   

          

      

  

    
    

  

        

    

        

  

      
       

    

        

  

     

  

        

  

    

  
   



    

In the tug-of-war between the advertiser and publisher 

on the one side, and the reader and writer on the other, 

    
the editor of a big women’s magazine plays the part of 

the rope. Whether the “Ladies’ Pictorial Companion” 

is to lead or mislead depends on a lot of factors. A 

contributor to these publications tells all about it 

advertiser is afraid that a woman who is interested 
in “daring” subjects will not believe her child’s 
emotional problems can be solved by feeding him a 
physic that tastes like candy. 

‘The editor sighs but does not despair. What are 
the safe aspects of love? He can find a few. Here 
is where the Clinging Vine formula comes in. It is 
just what the doctor ordered to please the advertiser. 
Then there are other formulas, like the pathetic 
plight of the girl so rich that she cannot get her 
proud boy-friend to propose. If the editor looks 
hard, he can find quite a few thi 
tion writers can dress up in new a 
They must stick, of cou 
erably ending with the chaste betrotha 
dodges the really ticklish situations. 

The Reader's Right 

that clever fic- 

  

     

      

But here the reader steps in and exerts her pull 
‘on the editor's other hand. ‘We're live people,” 
she insists, “We want stories about people who 
really live today, and suffer and struggle and win 
and lose. Life doesn’t stop when the hero puts the 
ring on the heroine's finger. What if they are not 
happy ever after? There's the stuff of human 
drama!” 

‘The editor responds, He has to. Part of his job 
is to please the reader. He dares. He prints a story 
about a marriage that is Menaced. But the little 
child brings the couple together, far, far this side 
of the divorce court. 

‘The readers like it. The advertiser has to admit 
he gets more results from this medium which the 
readers like, He decides it is O.K. so long as the 
divorce is always avoided in the end. Many authors 
discover that the Divorce Avoided formula is almost 
as sure-fire as the Clinging Vine, that in fact the 
two can often be combined. ‘The editors bid against 

      

  

   

each other for the prolific serials of Kathleen Nor- 
ris, who develops a specialty of avoiding divorce 
even in hopeless marriages by killing off the incon: 
venient partner just in the nick of time. 

But in real life people cannot manage this solu- 
tion so well. Divorce figures keep on going up. 
Divorce can’t be Kept out of stories. So, definite 
taboos crystallize on the handling of divorces in 
fiction. In the main, these rules still hold good. 

Divorce Is Sinful 
Divorce must be regarded always as a dark, sinful 

tragedy. The causes are never found in the society 
around the couple, the economic cards are never 
stacked against them. No, the cause is the small 
personal quirk of sinfulness of one personality. ‘The 
blame must rest securely on one guilty party, who 
can never expect anything but tragedy thereafter in 
his life. One party is always completely innocent 
and hers is the happy ending. Sex in marriage does 
not require any thought. The only cause for un- 
happiness and maladjustment in children is divorce. 
‘The word ‘divoreée’ in a story still stands for a 
painted hussy. 

But these divoreées began in real life to represent 
fa large segment of the population. They even re- 
married, opening up new markets for linoleum, 
Lysol, sheets, and canned spaghetti. Their feelings 
began to be worth considering. The year that Kath- 
leen Norris allowed a heroine of hers to be divorced 
marked a triumph of the reader over the advertiser. 
OF course, that heroine paid, and paid, and PAID, 
but since the happy ending had to arrive ultimately, 
she finally worked her way through her purgatory 
to some kind of respite. 

Now, as I write this, the Ladies Home Journal 
has just burst out with a statistical report on a 

    

   

  

   

(Continued on page 30) 

  

    
   

    

   

        

   
   
   
   

  

   
   

  

   
    
    

  

   

    

      

  

    

  

   
   
       
   

  

     



     

   
     

    

         
   
         
    

     
     
    
     

     
     
    
     
     
   
         

     
      
   
     
      
    
    
    
    
    
     
    
    
    
    
     
    
   
    
    
   
      
     
     
    
     
       
     
   
    
      
     
     

     

  

AS 10 

WOMEN 
The chairman of a city Woman’s Divi- 
sion tells of some tried methods of work 

  

HERE is too much talk in the peace 
movement and not enough action,” said 
a young Toledo worker this summer at 
Wellesley College. She was one of the 
many interesting people who come 
every year to the Wellesley Institute 
to find out how to solve some of the 
problems facing American Democracy. 
Living on the campus, I had an excel- 
lent opportunity to talk with these peo 
ple intimately and at length, What 
impressed me most was that whether 
the “student” was an office worker 
from Ohi 
lege from Kentucky, -a social work 
from Buffalo, a labor organizer from 
Rhode Island, a housewife from Kings- 
port, Tennessee, or a Y.W.C.A. se 
retary from New York—she was usu- 
ally open-minded and eager to find a 
preservative for Democracy. 

During one of our group discussions 
T had an opportunity to speak of how 
the New York Woman's Division of 
the American League was helping to 
concoct that much needed preservative 
for American Democracy; of how we 
not only talked, read, thought and met 
for peace—but acted. 

  

dean of a woman's col-   

  

‘THE steady growth of women’s mem- 
bership in the League in New York we 
attribute to the methods devised (to be 
sure, after much trial and error) by 
the New York City Woman's Com 
mittee, and to the activities which it 
has engendered. Every branch in New 
York has a Woman's Committee. The 
chairmen of these committees meet 
twice monthly. At the first meeting we 
discuss the activities to be projected 
during the ensuing month. ‘The second 
meeting is an informal luncheon where 
methods of work that have been suc- 
cessful are discussed, nges 
‘of experiences have become excellent 
stimuli for further work, and have 
developed techniques which spur on 
the leadership and initiative of the 
women, At our last’ meeting the 
Woman's Committee of one of our 
newest branches (Bay Parkway) re- 
ported that through codperative effort 
the women had written a leaflet, a very 
simple one, “This leaflet helps us in 
‘our house-to-house canvassing with 
Tue Figur magazine,” the chairman 
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of the committee explained. “Our 
women are shy; this is their first con- 
tact with the public, and the leaflet 
gives them an opportunity to explain 
the aim of the League and why moth- 
ers should join it.” The Columbia 

is an_all-woman's 
ig in the afternoon (there 

are now seven such exclusively wo- 
men’s branches) has beaten every other 
branch in exceeding its quota for the 
International Peace Ball Diary. Other 
branches, the Brooklyn Women’s Anti- 
War League and the Bronx Women's 
Anti-War League have increased their 
membership almost a hundredfold and 
have in the last year cobperated on a 
borough-wide scale with the neighbor- 
hood peace groups. 

    

  

AN excellent example of how we 
brought about a greater understanding 
between home, middle-class and indus- 
trial women was our campaign for the 
repeal of “213A.” Home women were 
asked for the first time to take a defi- 
nite stand against the discrimination of 
women in government employ. A great 
many illusions had to be dispelled, such 
as women working for pin money, and 
women causing unemployment. The 
home women got behind the Celler Bill 
and helped pas it 

To further the affiliation of outside 
groups to the League, an Affiliations 
Committee has been established. This 
committee contacts organizations and 
gets speakers for them on important 
League issues. ‘The importance of se 
ting up Peace Committees within the 
organizations is stressed, for they be- 
come the link between the organiza- 
tions and the League. 

‘The Fourth Congress of the Ameri- 
can League for Peace and Democracy 
at Pittsburgh designated the first week 
in March as Women’s Peace Weck 
Wee are codperating with the various 
peace organizations, trade-union auxil- 
jaries and mothers’ clubs on March 7th, 
in arranging a mass meeting. ‘This co: 
Sperative action of all classes of women 
makes me feel that women today are 
recognizing their responsibility in de- 
termining the domestic and foreign 
policies of our nation. 
—Awna Center SCHNEIDERMAN 

  

  

  

    

  

      

  

  

    

Lisle’s the Style 
(Continued from page 21) 

workers’ reactions to this movement 
‘The A. F. of L. and the C. I. O. have 
both endorsed it, but the hosiery work. 
ers must have some doubts about cut 
ting off the silk imports from Japan. 
December 22—Home for Christmas! 

It's good to be away from the city for 
a while, but I feel less out of it than 
usual this year because the family an: 
nounced during my first hour here that 
no Nazi or J goods we 
chased by them this season. It ought 
to be a real vacation, now that this 
extra-curricular work of mine can be 
put aside for ten day: 

December 23—Thought the boycott 
wouldn't appear again in my diary 
until the new year but it keeps bob- 
bing up. I drove the old “lizzy” into 
town just to congratulate our old 
friend, Miss McCall, on her new job 
as postmistress. Someone was mailing 
some packages ahead of me, and I 
nearly gasped audibly when Miss 
McCall’s voice came to my ears. “Good 
morning. Do you mind telling me in 
which countries your gifts were made?” 
‘The person looked rather surprised 
but told her where she thought they 
came from. Miss McCall seemed sat- 
isfied, but asked her if she would not 
like to attend a forum on the Far 
Eastern question at the Grange Hall 
on December 27th. You can imagine 
that Miss McCall and I had some 
stories to exchange, and she persuaded 
me to talk for ten minutes at the meet- 
ing she had arranged. ‘That town has 
never been interested in world affairs 
before, but now it is avid for more 
information about China and Japan, 
and we may be able to start an inter- 

national-re club. Well—who 
wants a vacation any 

December 26—Opened at _ least 
Shristmas cards this after 

noon and have decided to start a “Boy- 
cott Register” in which to inscribe the 
names of people I know who are en- 
dorsing the boycott. Was amazed to 
remember offhand such a group of 
prominent people—a college president, 
a retired president of a college who is 
an illustrious internationalist, the 
chairman of a respected international- 
research organization, my executive, 
and numerous friends from all over 
the country who mentioned their activ- 
ities on their cards. ‘There were at 
ieast a dozen others who wanted me to 
answer some of their questions about 
the boycott. All of which leads me to 
believe that if there could be more 
short pamphlets giving the pros and 
cons of the boycott, it would help to 
win many more adherents than can 
possibly be reached by lectures, personal 
letters and conversations. 

January 2—1 can’t help but feel a 
bit sober when face to face with a 
whole new year. It's probably a hang- 
over from the solemnity of our old 
family gatherings on New Year's Day. 

  

  

       

  

  

      

     

    

    

  

  

There was rather a solemn moment in 
last night’s gala dinner of the paper- 
box manufacturers, if the morning 
riewspaper is to be believed. Beside 
each dinner plate there was a fancy 
cap for the guests to wear. The fatal 
label “Made in Japan” was discovered, 
and no one wore a cap at that party 

January 6—Spent the last. three 
hours with a club of business girls here 
in the city. There w 
Chicago who gave me another illus 
tration of the way in which the boy- 
cott is beginning to affect the orders 
which retail stores are placing. She 
belongs to a group that was planning 
an international night, with decora- 
tions and costumes of various countries 
When they went to buy their Japanese 
properties they scoured the main stores 
of Chicago in vain, and finally had to 
make what they wanted. We spent the 
whole evening in a discussion of the 
Far Eastern conflict 

   

  

    
    

  

a visitor from   

  
  

  

  

    
The Hosiery Workers 

January 9—Some new light was 
thrown on the boycott question today 
in a letter I received from Anne, my 
silk-hosiery-worker friend in Philadel 
phia. She has been boycotting from 
the first, and has had to think pretty 
clearly about her reasons for support- 
ing something which might displace 
herself or her fellow-workers. She has 
been convinced for a long time that 
some form of economic pressure will 
have to be used if international aggres- 
sion is going to be suppressed. She has 
tried to think of what effect the appli 
cation of people's economic sanctions 
against Japan would have upon the 
countries participating in it. OF course 
the shift in demand from silk to its sub- 
stitutes will provide jobs for most of 
the workers now employed in the silk 
industries. But some may lose out, and 
her solution is government subsidy for 
those who suffer loss of employment. 
‘And that certainly would be less costly 
than sitting back until we find our- 
selves having to bear the burden of 

wging a war. I suddenly realized that 
this was perhaps the “price of peace” 
which we have so glibly talked of since 
the World War. We must be prepared 
to spread any such price over the whole 
country instead of letting one group 
bear aill of it. 

January 11—At last I have evidence 
that this boycott may accomplish one 
thing which we have been anticipating. 
‘The delegates who attended the recent 
meeting of the International Pea 
Campaign have reported that in four 
teen countries the boycott movement is 
growing rapidly. Now that it has been 
sponsored by this international con- 
gress, we can hope that finally a move- 
ment of the people of the world may 
be able to accomplish what the gov- 
ernments of our various countries have 
been slow to attempt. It may even en- 
courage the democratic nations of the 
world to join forces in an effort to 
stop aggression by non-military means. 
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THE outset of this article em- 
phasis should be placed on the 
fact that the education of wo- 

men differs far less from the education of 
men than has frequently been assumed. 
‘The central problem in the education 
of both women and men is how to 
develop the innate capacities of each 
individual so that he may grow in 
understanding of the compli 
many-sided world he lives in 
just himself to the myriad si 
life with increasing s 
faction; and, above all, may develop 
the desire and habit of associating with 
others in the great work of progressive- 
ly enlarging the area of economic 
security, human well-being and happi- 
ness until it may come to embrace all 
mankind. In this statement the stress 
falls upon. activity: understanding de- 
mands active investigation and honest, 

ained thinking; adjustment requires 
ial and error, learning by experience 

and much experimentation; improving 
the world men live in demands all 
forms of activity from intense mental 
labor to codperative social action, 

   

   
  

  

    

Can Women Learn? 
"an women be educated to achieve 

this goal of education? ‘The evidence 
garnered in a century of secondary 
education and more than seventy years 
of collegiate education is all to the 

THE FIGHT, March 1938 

  

same effect: women have the intellee- 
tual capacity to take honors in every 
branch of university study, to grow in 
sympathetic imagination and in power 
to act with others in putting ideas to 
work for the common good. During 
the last decade the growth of interest 
in women’s colleges (as in men’s) in 
international affairs and in national 
and local problems has been commented 
upon with satisfaction by every edu- 

ator who has surveyed these higher 
institutions or administered them. The 
organization of “League of Nations” 
sessions, similar to those of Geneva, in 
which men and women students dis- 
cuss urgent international problems and’ 
formulate tentative programs of action, 
bears witness to the increasing social 
interest of women and to their healthy 
tendency to apply ideas outside the 
rarefied academic atmosphere of the 
classroom, even if the application does 
not go far. Similarly the organization 
of the American Student Union, with 
its annual meetings such as the gather- 
ing at Vassar last December, in which 
issues of the utmost concern to. the 
men and women members were vigor- 
ously threshed out, affords further evi- 
dence of the growing concern of wo- 
men with the evils of this troubled 

Such urgent questions as the 
growth of Fascism both here and 
abroad, of collective effort or isolation 

  

  

  

  

   

          

world, 
  

as the best means of preventing war, 
of the application of a vigorous boycott 
against aggressive Japan, held women 
and men students in absorbed discus- 
sions until the votes on policy were 
taken, 

Nor is the active interest of women 
in socio-economic and international 
problems confined to the students in 
‘our colleges and universities. Witness 
the admirable work of the League of 
Women Voters the length and breadth 
of the land, in educating its members 
te understand and take action on such 
issues as child labor, minimum wages 
for women, pan-Americanism, and 
‘America’s stand in regard to war. Per- 
haps it is not too much to say that it 
would be hard to match the social in- 
telligence and active social accomplish- 
ments of these women with those of a 
comparable group of men immersed in 
“practical affairs.” 

  

    

The Peace Movement 
‘The profound concern of educated 

women in ending war is too well 
known to need more than passing 

Women play an active part 
in the scores of peace organizations in 
our country. Every year Washington 
is the meeting-place of the Conference 
on the Cause and Cure of War, an 
organization of eleven different associ- 
ations representing. 14,000,000 women 

  

   
  

throughout America. Here these wo- 
men put their education to work in 
discussion of such timely questions as 
the peace implications of the Adminis- 
tration’s reciprocal-trade-treaty policy = 
changes in the present neutrality policy 
of the government; and a program of 
international codperation. Nor are 
these meetings mere “talk-fests,” for 
the consensus reached often results in 
a practical program. It is a far cry 
from a conference of this sort, entirely 
engineered by women, back to the meet- 
ings called by Catherine Beecher a 
century ago—in which her pleas for 
the more generous education of women 
to fit them to be teachers were read 
from the platform by her brother, be- 
cause women might not speak in 2 
public place! 

Yet, notwithstanding the fact that 
women show an increasing disposition 
to make return to the community for 
the educational benefits they have re- 
ceived, it still remains true that an 
appalling number of women have litte 
or no interest in the problems of our 
chaotic world. In a recent address 
before the Association of American 
Colleges, Secretary of the Interior 
Harold L, Tekes attacked the critis of 
President Roosevelt's “brain-trusters” 
on the ground that America needs 
“more brains and not less brains at the 
fonts of political power... . If not our 
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brains, what then are we to devote to 
the service of the state?” The Secretary 
then went on to criticize collegiate 
education as too often making students 
mere budding “men-about-town” bond- 
salesmen or engineers with no concern 
about public affairs. He urged that 
the colleges teach more politics, first 
to make Fascism impossible for an 
enlightened electorate, and secondly 
to produce politically conscious, 
citizens who will take an active part 
in government. “Dictatorship cannot 
thrive with education,” said Ickes, 
“but neither can Democracy thrive 
without it.” Needless to say, the 
Secretary’s remarks apply with equal 
cogency to women’s education. 

Although the Secretary's criticism 
of collegiate education contains a con- 
siderable element of truth, yet educa~ 
tors cannot believe that the addition 
of a course or two in “politics” will 
accomplish the end of transforming 
self-centered individualists into en- 
lightened and active citizens. ‘The en- 
tire education of boys and girls from 
the kindergarten through the high 
schiool and the university needs to be 
built around the social studies far more 
than it is. ‘This means that under- 
sanding on the part of students of the 
ind of social world they live in, in 

its political, social, economic, scientific, 
and other aspects, should be a para- 
mount aim of education. Such an aim 
cannot be realized by bookish knowl- 
‘edge alone, but by coming into contact 
with the community life through group 
investigations, and codperative acti 
ties beneficial to students and in time 
perhaps to the public. A first-hand 
study of the housing of workers in a 
town under the aegis of a course in 
sociology should do much to arouse 
women to the long train of evils that 
have their source in bad, unsanitary 
housing. “Academic” courses in pol- 
itics or any other subject are not 
enough; ideas must be associated with 
action from the beginning. 

Are there basic psychological differ- 
ences between women and men as is 
so confidently charged? Not, appar- 
ently, in capacity to reason objectively, 
to respond helpfully to the “still, sad 
music of humanity,” to work with 
others, to initiate, to investigate, to 

anize, to lead. Women have re- 
vealed these capacities in generous 
degree. But it is quite possible that 
the fundamental interests of women 
may differ somewhat from those of 
men. Human concerns challenge the 
attention of most women more than 
riddles of astro-physics or finance, al- 
though there have been distinguished 
women astronomers and physicists. On 
the whole, women are deeply intrigued 
with problems of living, of how to 
make this ruthless world yield. richer 
returns in economic security, in beauty 
and happiness to the mass of men, 
women and children, ‘This humanis- 
tic interest of women may be due not 
to biological causes but to social con- 

  

  

  

   

  

    

   

  

26 

ditioning from babyhood. Centuries 
ago society set the stamp of its appro- 
val on the devoted housewife and 
mother whose duties were 
scribed by family needs, and whose in- 
terests were narrowly personal, 
today women are continuously influ- 
enced by social suggestion and social 
pressure to make the family their 
world. In consequence it is hardly a 
matter for wonder that so many educa- 
ted women still talk trivial personali- 
ties and limit their interest and vision 
to their home, their social circle and 
their own personal satisfactions. This 
is not to say that the concern of wo- 
men with human beings and their wel- 
fare may not have a genetic source 
Women are the mothers of the race 
and their physiological make-up may 
to some extent determine their human- 
istic interest. But there can be no 
doubt that social conditioning has 
played a major réle in shaping the 
concerns of women, and in the end 
society should gain greatly from their 
humanistic interest. 

  

   

  

  

A Man’s World 
Despite the fact that almost every 

educational and professional door is 
‘open to American women, it remains 
true that the climate of public opinion 
is not favorable to their fuller partici- 
pation in political affairs, in research, 
in the more responsible and_policy- 
framing activities of industry, of com- 
merce and of finance, Even in the 
field of education, where an over- 
whelming majority of the teachers at 
the elementary and secondary levels 
are women, the administrative posts 
are largely in the hands of men. And 

niversity education is almost exclu- 
sively a happy hunting-ground for men. 
Some years ago the writer made an 
investigation of the positions on uni 
versity faculties held by women in this 
country and discovered that about 
four per cent fell to their lot. If the 

instructors in the departments 
‘of home economics and physical edu- 
cation were eliminated the percentage 
fell to three! A shrewd observer of 
this discrimination against educated 
women recently remarked: “Women 
‘must not only be the equals of men, 
but distinctly their superiors if they 
are to achieve positions of influence 
and leadership.” 

‘At the Centenary of Mount Holy- 
‘oke College last spring, Margery Cor- 
bett Ashby, president of the Inter- 
national Council of Women, who re- 
ceived an honorary degree, delivered 
a ringing address, protesting the unjust 
weighting of the scales against women 
which exists in every walk of life. She 
said in part: 

   

  

  

   

  

  

Any one of us (women), however timid 
and soft, can be educated; the lower ranks of 
employment at lower rates of pay are open 
to us; there is social and personal freedom, 
due this has its disadvantages. Because 
school and college are easy, because the young 
ficl is welcomed for her cheapness in offic, 

  

factory and workshop, we believe we have 
equality and freedom, and can gain the goal 
of leadership or wealth equally with men, 
This i a delusion; we generally discover 
after ten years of work that we are passed 
ver for promotion, and that the difference 
between men’s and women’s salaries and 
opportunities yawns more widely. We still 
need the loyalty and comradeship among 
women that won us the world of today. We 
must break the vicious circle which denies 
us posts of leadership and responsibility, be- 
cause we have not had the experience which 
society has denied us. (Italies mine.) 

  

  

‘Today the world is menaced with 
the twin evils of war and Fascism, 
Perhaps because of their creative and 
nurturing functions, nearly all women 
profoundly fear and hate the destruc- 
tive holocaust of war. Much depends 
on the firm, clear-sighted courage of 
women in fighting every move of gov- 
ernments in the direction of interna- 
tional conflict. Equally with men, also, 
women are concerned to protect our 
American heritage of freedom and De- 
mocracy. Yet, more often than not, 
they are denied chances to develop 
inherent qualities of initiative and 
leadership of the utmost value in our 
troubled society. ‘The world is wast- 
ing nearly half of the talents essential 
to its protection and progress because 
it disinherits women from full parti- 
cipation in the struggles, aspirations, 
achievements and rewards of life. 

But this is not the only harmful re- 
sult of the widespread discrimination 
against women in posts of influence. 
‘The prevalent psycho-social _atmo- 
sphere of polite distrust of women’s 
judgment, women’s intellectual power, 
women's ‘gifts of leadership and ad- 
ministration is felt by every sensitive 
and intelligent woman. Like the air 
about us it is breathed in by girls and 
women during all the formative years 
of education and life. In consequence 
women unconsciously acquire a feeling 
of inferiority to men, which expresses 

If in deferring to men’s opinions, in 
hesitating to defend their own views, 
however carefully thought out, in ac- 
cepting as a matter of course the minor 
positions in any organizations—minor 
in influence, not in work, Recently 
President W. A. Neilson of Smith 
College, addressing 800 women stu- 
dents and alumnae of Packer Colle- 
giate Institute, advised them to put 
more faith in the mental capacity-of 
their own sex, and in the process of 
education to combat the tendency of 
‘women to be intellectually browbeaten 
by men, 

Two reforms in the academic and 
social education of women seem ur- 
gently necessary. First, their educa- 
tion in school and college must be so- 
cialized so that a larger proportion of 
graduates enter adult life equipped 
with the knowledge and power to pro- 
mote the common good. Second, the 

1g bars of prejudice and distrust 
of women’s capacities must be lowered 
to the end that the education of wo- 
men may continue in the broader 
school of social experience. 

   

  

  

  

  

  

      

     

Spain’s Daughters 
(Continued from page 9) 

sorcerers and the evil spirits; the 
woman of the upper classes dreaded 
the bogey of social opinion; but both 
alike feared Holy Church. 

‘The liberal movement in Spain has 
always included measures for the eman- 
cipation of women, How heavy, how 
difficult the task, could always be seen. 
But not till the outbreak of the Civil 
War can it have been realised, even 
by those working for the emancipation 
of women, how deeply those women 
themselves had imbibed the strange, the 
heretical idea of liberty. It is not only 
to the figures of such women as Mar- 
garita Nelken, Maria Teresa Leon, 
Pasionaria, that we should turn for 
proof of this. We do not understand 
these great heroines if we allow them 
to dwarf the importance of the ordi- 
nary women of Spain who have in such 
numbers, and with such passion, 
brought their powers to the aid of a 
government pledged to their social 
liberation, In many cases these powers 
were unsuspected even by the women. 

In Catalonia the departure of the 
religious orders left unstaffed many 
hospitals, orphanages, institutions for 
the aged or the infirm. (Not all the 
people in religion have left Republican 
territory. Under the Madrid Women’s 
Anti-Fascist Committee is a group of 

  

are making clothing and hospital sup- 
plies.) Work in such places involves 
much that is arduous and even repug- 
nant, but volunteers flocked to meet the 
need, and women of all classes work 
side by side, bringing their various 
talents of training or simple compas- 
sion, In the first days women joined 
the fighting forces—and there is no 
need to expatiate on the heroism of the 
milicianas; but there was an equal 
heroism, when women were disbanded 
from the army, in going on to the less 
brilliant battlefield of work in the rear- 
guard, and this heroism too has been 
sustained. 

‘War, it has been said, weighs most 
heavily upon those who do not fight. 
‘This is certainly the belief of the 
Fascist command in Spain, with its 
policy of terrorism, its air attacks on 
markets and schools and the working- 
class quarters, its use of starvation as a 
means of conquest. If the women of 
Spain had yielded, the war in Spain 
would have already been lost. But 
from the Dead Woman have come liv- 
ing daughters. Long-hoarded, long- 
repressed, the feeling for liberty has 

itself in action, and shows 
itself at its purest. The Spanish woman 
today claims liberty, not for herself in 
a man-made world, but for mankind 
against the tyranny of Fascism. Such 
phrases as “a man-made world” would 
fall on uncomprehending ears if spoken 
to her. She sees only a world illl made, 
and worse menaced, and the need to 
rescue and remake it. 
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Gunome rue LEAGUE 
A United Movement in Common Resistance to War and Fascism 

By Paul Reid 

THE Membership Drive is on! Al- 
ready there is a noticeable increase in 
the stream of new memberships coming 
into the National Office. With some 
time spent in local and national prep- 
arations for the Drive, the intensive 
campaign is really just getting under 
way. And new members have meant 
new subscribers to our magazine—THE 
Ficnr. In a period of four weeks, 423 
new membership subs rolled in, As was 
to be expected, New York City led the 
list; then came Pittsburgh with twenty- 
seven, Chicago and Philadelphia with 
eighteen each, San Francisco with 
twelve, Cleveland with eleven and Los 
Angeles with ten. Total new member- 
ships and renewals began to rise right 
after the Pittsburgh Congress. Here's 
the record: November, 740; Decem- 
ber, 816; January, 1,515! ‘These 
figures will be doubled and multiplied 
as the Drive gains momentum all over 
the country. Cleveland and Los An- 
eles have each set themselves a goal 
of one thousand members by May Ist, 
while Seattle is out for four hundred 
members. New branches are springing 
up on every hand, Since November Ist 
the National Office has had forty-three 
requests for help from communities 

Steve Nelson, who has joined the Amer- ican League's executive staf, is directing 
the Membership Drive 
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where people wanted to organize 
League groups. Already ten of these 
places have developed active and func- 
tioning branches. Membership gains 
in the older League organizations are 
coming in conjunction with busy work 
con the Japanese-boycott campaign. Peo- 
ple are joining because they are deeply 
concerned about the Far Eastern war, 
want to do something about it, and fin 
through the American League plenty 
of significant things to do. Central and 
local labor bodies, community clubs 
and consumers’ groups, farm and fra- 
ternal organizations at many points in 
the country are also affiliating with the 
League, These bodies have been stirred 
and attracted by the tremendous suc- 
cess and significance of the Pittsburgh 
Congress of the League, and feel the 
need of allying themselves 
tional organization in order to do the 
most for Democracy and peace. In the 
labor field, the International Union of 
Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers is 
our latest supporter, its executive board 
having endorsed the American League 
‘The matter of affiliation to the Le: 
is pending before the executive bodies 
of several labor and other organizations. 

PENNSYLVANIA stands next to 
New York State in number of League 
members. With Philadelphia and Pit 
burgh out in front as leaders and with 
many smaller communities forging 
ahead, this state promises to run New 
York a good race in the Drive. Having 
been host to the Fourth Congress of 
the League, Pittsburgh is developing 
its influence and power over a large 
surrounding area. central and 
local labor bodies in the region have 
voted afiliation with the League. Dur- 
ing the past few weeks the League has 
really become a service body for trade 
wunions, having received over thirty re- 
quests for speakers at labor meetings. 
‘The Pittsburgh League recently held 
‘a mass meeting on the Japanese-goods 
boycott, with Representative John M. 
Coffee of Washington as the principal 
speaker. Arrangements were made for 
him to speak over the radio in the after- 
noon and many people heard his excel- 
ent address. The beginnings of a 
regional council of the League in this 
area were developed at a meeting’ on 
February 6th, with delegates present 
from many organizations of varying 
kinds. March 4th is the date for a 

Women’s Peace Week meeting in Pitts- 
burgh, and plans are being made for 
an impressive gathering with a national 
speaker on the program. ‘The excel- 
lent work of the Citizens Ant 
‘Committee of the Philadelphia League 
has attracted the attention of labor and 
other groups in the city. All activities 
are being codrdinated in the Member- 
ship Drive and the whole League or- 
ganization is being geared for intensive 
work, Last spring, Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia ran a neck-and-neck race 
in a membership campaign, and we are 
looking forward to some more exciting 
rivalry of this nature. 

NEW ENGLAND now has a League 
branch at Manchester, New Hamp- 
shire, Due to the good work of a de- 
termined group of individuals, this 
new branch is rapidly becoming a rec- 
ognized and valuable community or- 
ganization dedicated to peace and 
Democracy. The branch at Stamford, 
Connecticut, is taking on new life and 
gaining wider support in that city. 
Samuel Swerdloff was a recent speaker 
at one of its meetings. Brookline, Mas- 
sachusetts, is also developing another 
strong branch of the League. ‘They re- 
cently presented Representative John 
TT. Bernard as one of the speakers at a 
public meeting in Whitney Hall. 
Orville Poland of the Civil Liberties 
Union spoke on the labor-py racket in 
Massachusetts, while Representative 
Bernard discussed how to preserve 
Democracy. Over two hundred peo- 
ple attended this stirring meeting, Fall 
River, Massachusetts, heard the Rev. 
Donald G. Lothrop of the Boston 
Community Church at an open meet- 
ing. His speech on the Far Eastern 
war situation and the boycott as a 
method of aiding the Chinese people 
was well received. The Rev. Chester 
‘Ham of the Brayton Methodist Church 
was chairman of the meeting. A musi- 
cal program was presented by the 
Granoff sisters. Ralph Earl, the dele- 
gate to the Pittsburgh Congress, made 
his formal report on this occasion. 
Arthur Kaplan, the League secretary, 
reports definite plans for a membership 
‘campaign in the community and pros- 
pects for rapid extension, 

CALIFORNIA and the West were 
greatly stimulated by the recent tour 
of Dr. Harry F. Ward, national chair- 

man of the League, Dr. Ward met 
with League officers in each city visited, 
and enabled them to take steps toward 
expanding the membership and work 
‘of the League. A new executive com- 
mittee was established in Denver and 
‘a batch of new members secured at 
‘once. In Los Angeles, Dr. Ward ad- 
dressed a mass meeting of nearly two 
thousand people, and was tendered a 
reception sponsored by a number of 
public leaders. With Bert Leech, state 
organizer, making his headquarters in 
the city for a time, the League is 
building a stable organization and ex- 
panding rapidly. ‘The members are 
determined to reach the one-thousand 
mark by April Ist, a whole month be- 
fore the end of the first phase of the 
national Membership Drive. A recent 
secretaries’ conference of sixty active 
workers carefully developed plans for 
each step of the Drive, Every branch 
and committee was assigned to secure 
thirty per cent of its quota by February 
18th, Each branch also planned to con- 
duct a “Fic Sunday,” wherein each 
member would go out with copies of 
the magazine and sell at least three to 
his friends and acquaintances. Dr. 
Ward reported on his return that 
Southern California threatened to push 
‘New York City as the leading League 
division of the whole country! Los 
Angeles is also pushing the campaign 
to boycott Japanese goods. With other 
community groups, they succeeded in 
persuading the mayor to veto a danger- 
ous anti-picketing ordinance. Dr. 
Ward also met with League groups in 
Seattle, Minneapolis, San Francisco 
and Milwaukee 

OHIO, like Pennsylvania, has its two 
principal League cities located at op- 
posite ends of the state. Cleveland and 
Cincinnati promise to develop some 
friendly competition as the Member- 
ship Drive rolls along. At Cincinnati 
Carl Levy, League secretary, recently 
addressed one of the sessions of the 
General Assembly of the Council of 
Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds, He also was major speaker at 
a forum at the Jewish Center and 
spoke on the subject, “Fascism in 
America.” The local League is sup- 
porting this series of forums run by 
the Center. Cleveland’s bi-weekly 
“Roundtable” is gaining considerable 
attention in the community. ‘The third 
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session brought an attendance of over 
a hundred, Cleveland is also planning 
a conference on the boycott of Japanese 
goods, Septimus Craig is the chair- 
man of the League's China Aid Coun- 
cil. The League recently held a forum 
and social with the Rev. Charles Web- 
ber, field secretary of the Methodist 
Federation for Social Service, as guest 
speaker. 

  

  

   

  

IN NEW YORK STA 
significant happening of the month for 
the League was a very successful Boy- 
cott Conference organized by the New 
York City division. Nearly five hun- 
dred delegates, representing some four 
hundred organizations in greater New 
York with a combined membership of 
£600,000, attended this Conference, held 
at the New School for Social Research. 
Margaret Forsyth was chairman of ses- 
sions. Representative John M. Coffee 
‘of Washington made the principal ad- 
dress, a stirring appeal to stop Japan 
by refusing to buy her products. ‘The 
Conference adopted a forceful boycott 
declaration, ending with the statement: 
‘We are determined that the people 

in our neighborhoods, in our unions 
and other groups, shall be aroused and 

red in this course of action. We 
eby pledge ourselves and our fam- 

to refuse to buy Japanese goods 
until the armed forces of Japan are 
withdrawn from the soil of China.” 
Organizational actions adopted by the 
Conference called for the establishment 
of a city-wide China Aid Council and 
also of neighborhood China Aid Coun- 
cils to carry further the work of 
arousing the people of the city for par- 
ticipation in the boycott campaign. On 
February 9th, the New York City di- 
vision held a series of ten mass meetings 
in four boroughs of Greater New 
York. Nationally known speakers and 
community leaders addressed these as- 
semblies, and the campaign to aid 
China was greatly extended. ‘The 
Mohegan Colony Branch of the League 
held a reunion recently in the form of 
a seven-course dinner at a Chinatown 
restaurant, Bern Dibner, recently re- 
turned from a tour of Europe, and 
Paul Reid were the speakers of the 
evening. As a result of this affair, the 
branch sent a contribution of $100 to 
the National Office. We hope this 
splendid pattern of reunions and Chi- 
nese dinners may be followed in other 

Up at Utica, New York, 
the League folks organized a district 
boycott conference on February 11th 
and had William E. Dodd, Jr., as their 
speaker. Delegates attended from sev 
eral surrounding communities. King- 
ston has been growing in membership 
and power in the community. Recent 
meetings have had for their speakers 
LeRoy Bowman, Dorothy McConnell 
and at the last William E. Dodd, Jr., 
and Jack Chen. Several local organi- 
zations are considering affiliation with 
the League. Middletown will not be 
left behind in the general upward trend 

    

    

  

  

   

     

    

     

    

  

  

  

  

  

    League cities 
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New members are   of the League. 
being signed up 
of interesting meetings is attracting the 
attention of the community. The Rev 
William ‘T. Griffiths Eva H 
Mamber are chairman and secretary 
respectively of this thriving branch. 
League activities at New Rochelle are 
being revived under the leadership of 
several earnest workers in the com- 

An afternoon home meeting 
with Mrs. Olive Lieberman and Wil- 
liam E. Dodd, Jr., as speakers started 
the ball rolling. On February 23rd 
Eleanor Brannan addressed a large 
group, and a thorough discussion of the 
League program was the chief item of 
business. A course of educational ses- 
sions is also being considered as a part 
of the League's community work. 

egularly and a series 

   

  

ILLINOIS ‘activities of the League 
have centered in Chicago and Cham- 
paign during the past few weeks. In 
the latter city, our branch leads in the 
campaign to boycott Japanese goods. 
‘The members also supported the rights 
of laundry workers in a strike situation, 
Plans are laid for a women’s luncheon 
during Women’s Peace Week, Chicago 
sent Gilbert Rocke, League secretary 
down to Westville, Illinois, to investi 
gate a local pro-Fascist organization 
and support the democratic rights of 
several labor and youth organizers who 
were victims of repressive and anti- 
democratic groups. He found that the 
“American Patriotic Club” was related 
to this un-American situation, and even 
that accredited attorneys were not per- 
mitted to appear in the court case. Both 
the Chicago and National offices of the 
League protested this situation to local 
authorities. Considerable progress has 
been made in Chicago toward the for- 
mation of three new League branches 
On February 8th the Loop Branch was 
launched at a Founders’ Dinner with 
Prof. Robert Morss Lovett as speaker. 
‘The League is also sponsoring an exhi- 
bition presented by the Chicago Artists 
Group on the subject of peace and 
Democracy 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

NEW SEY reports activity of 
League branches on both local and 
national issues. 

tention on the O'Connell Peace Act. 
Newark and Jersey City are both deep 
ly concerned with the anti-labor situa- 
tion in Hudson County. New Bruns- 
wick held a Spanish-aid meeting. 

   
Plainfield is centering 

HERE and there, we note that Salt 
Lake City is working on the boycott 
and gaining an impressive list of mem- 
bers; that a very healthy organization 
for peace and Democracy is busy in 
St. Joseph County, Indiana (South 
Bend); that a new branch has been 
established at St. Petersburg, Florida 
that St. Louis is holding a League 
conference, and that Great Falls, Mon- 
tana, has ordered five hundred mem- 
bership applications in preparation for a 
whirlwind drive, 

  

  

  

       

  

James Lerner 

WHEN they attend Youth’s Pilgri- 
mage for Jobs and Education, which 
takes place on March 10th, Lith and 
12th in Washington, the young. peo- 
ple from the American League will pay 
particular attention to lobbying for 
peace measures. ‘These include our old 
friends the Nye-Kvale Bill and the 
Bernard C.C.C. Bill. The Americ 
Youth Congress, organizer of the Pil- 
grimage, informs us that thirty-five 
national organizations have put their 
seal of approval on this demonstration, 
Alphabetically speaking, the first on 
the list is the American Baptist Publi- 
cation Society, Young People’s Divi- 
sion, and the last the Younger Demo- 
crats of the United States. In between 
we find the United Mine Workers, 
steel workers, auto workers and other 

    

  

KING at the Model Youth 
slature in New Yerk, Mrs, Frank- 

lin D. Roosevelt criticized those who 
defend an attempt at neutrality and iso 
lation for America. With overwhelm- 
ing support, the gathering adopted a 
program similar to that of the Ameri- 
can League, Among the casualties was 
the Oxford Pledge. American youth 
are demanding a practical program for 
today rather than an oath for the 
future 

    

    

  

JOSEPH CADDEN, who told of 
conditions in Cuba in Tue Ficur for 
February, went back there to attend 
the Congress of the Brotherhood of 
Cuban Youth. The Congress had been 
banned once by the Batista government. 
In spite of the terror and attempts at 
intimidation, five hundred delegates 
representing 150,000 young people as- 
sembled. The gathering was too large 
for Batista to suppress, so he welcomed 
it instead, and warned that it should go 
in the right direction, without foreign 
domination. Since representatives. of 
Mexican and U. S, democratic groups 
were present, we can understand his 
fear 

For the first time in the Cuban 
youth movement, a resolution on peace 
was adopted. And the delegates went 
at it from the angle of securing 
Democracy as a prerequisite for peace 
‘The flight of “Killer” Mussolini, Jr. 
to Brazil, with its implications of 
Fascist influence in America, was the 

  

    

    

cornerstone of discussion in the peace 

‘The importance of this gathering 
cannot be stressed too greatly. It was 
the first legal assemblage of its sort 
in a long time. The Cuban upsurge is 
particularly encouraging at this time, 
when other neighbors of ours ar 
dangling in the Fascist noose. 

    

  

THE World Student Association, 
which is actively supporting the Ja 
nese boycott and aid for China, re- 
ceived a letter from the students at a 
Tokio university which included the 
following: “We are fully conscious 
our world responsibility to defend and 
fight for the essential conditions of 
cultural development and we know 
and respect the activity carried on by 
the members of the World Student 
Association.” Considering the military 
dictatorship, pretty clear words, 

  

  

IN LONDON a few weeks ago the 
youth organizations of France and Eng- 
land signed a “Pact of Friendship and 
Aid for Republican Spain.” It is to 
run for three months. ‘Twenty-five 
organizations signed the Pact. 

  

  

  

ON FEBRUARY 14TH the Peace 
Council of the University of Pittsburg! 
started its Japanese-boycott cam; 
Burtons and boycott lists are making 
their appearance in the cathedral of 
learning set up by Mellon’s millions 
This activity preceded by one week the 
inter-collegiate peace conference at the 
same university. A whole series of such 
conferences is being held throughout the 

‘The general theme of these 
student gatherings is “Make the United 
States a Force for Peace,” and the na 
tional sponsor is the United Student 
Peace Committee. 

    

  

  

  

  

     

  

THIS month's prize stupidity: At 
recent meeting of the National Youth 
Administration advisory board, Bernarr 
(“Muscle”) Macfadden presented his 
latest cure for the “youth problem 
Simply get all unemployed young peo- 
ple to take mass calisthenic drills at gov- 
ernment air-fields. He will offer the 
prizes, This would eliminate the need 
for youth aid, and make St. Bernarr 
what he’s long dreamed of being, 2 
Fuehrer of a youth movement. ‘The 
other advisers just laughed 
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Woman’s Pay 
(Continued from page 15) 

Women’s Bureau in the U. S. Depart: 
ment of Labor is continually making 
such studies direct from pay-rolls, either 
for particular industries or for samples 
Cf occupations in a particular Stare 

A number of States have considered 
the laundry industry early in the 
process of fixing a minimum wage, 
since this is one of the service industries 
the control of which obviously is likely 
to rest with the individual State, in- 
volving less of an interstate problem 
than is the case with many of the manu- 
facturing industries. Moreover, a low 

ale often was found in this in- 
dustry, and employers’ organizations, 
concerned with considerable under~ 
cutting through depressed wages, urged 
the minimum-wage authorities to act 
on their industry. In several surveys 
of laundry pay-rolls in 1937, it was 
found that well over three-fourths of 
the women were receiving less. than 
$15 a week and from a fifth to a thied 
of them were paid less than $10, 

For manufacturing industries, the 
available data (those from New York 
and Illinois) show the average weekly 
earnings of women in 1937 were, re- 
spectively, 22 and 32 per cent higher 
than in 1932, They were at least 8 
per cent higher in 1937 than in 1936. 
‘The figures for September over a series 
of years are as follows: 

  

  

  

  

  

wage   
  

    

1928 1932 1934 1936 1937 
$17.12 $12.09 $13.70 $14.85 $16.02 

18.73 13:96 1496 15.29 17.04 
ince. 
New York. 

These figures do not afford data on 
distribution of women at the lowest or 
the highest rates. Special studies must 
be relied upon for such information. 
‘Those made this year of the laundey 
industry have already been cited. Dur- 
ing 1937, studies also have been made 
of the candy industry in two States. 
‘These reported that of the women doing 
this work, half or more were paid less 
than $10 a week, though the reports 
from New York and Illinois showed 
the average pay of such women in a 
busy season to be about $15 or $16. 

he regular Illinois and New York 
figures and those from a special survey 
in Indiana made by the State Employ: 

srvice show women in textile, 
clothing and shoe factories often aver- 
aging less than $15 a week; those in 
electrical-manufacturing and 
packing 
though still usually averaging under 
$20. ‘These data are as follows: 

  

  

  

   

received somewhat more, 

  

wis Indiana Newo York 

  

   

(Sept) (Sept) 
Textiles $1436 $1613 1446 
Clothing 1332 "1308 1831 

088 1205 1088 1305 
lectrial 1... 2030 1947 18.02 

Meatpacking». 1970 1875 15.79 
Candy 17091452153 

In New York State, for office work- 

  

ers—a group second only to domestic 
and personal service in woman employ- 
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ment—earnings are reported once a 
year. However, this report covers only 
workers in factory offices. For women 
in 1937 these averaged $22.41 a week 
in October, the month when the earn- 
ings of women 
ployees averaged $ 

  

  turing em- 
6.90. How adequate 

such earnings were to meet what it 
cost these wom le 
of healthful life, can be seen from a 
cost-of-living survey made recently by 
the Division of Women in Industry 
and Minimum Wage Division of the 
State Department of Labor. According 
to this report a woman should receive 
something over $100 a month for mini 
mum adequate support, unless she lives 
av home with the family supplying some 

In the latter 
case, the present average for clerical 
workers is slightly above minimum suf 
ficiency. But what about all those cleri- 
cal workers who are paid less than the 
average; and what about the factory 
workers whose average is still lower? 
Some of these must go to make up the 
large number of employed women who 
must receive public relief 

  

   for a minimum,   

  

  

of her accommodation, 

  

To Live in New York 
A few further words should be said 

about this cost-of-living survey, since it 
represents for this State a pioneering 
effort to make a “careful, extensive, and 
objective” study, no. official agency 
formerly having been charged with such 
a duty. “The findings, computations 
and conclusions” show that “for ade- 
quate maintenance and protection of 
health” a New York woman needs to 
earn approximately $1,216 in the year 
(or somewhat more than $100 a 
month), unless she lives with her family, 
in which case this minimum amount 
may be reduced to $1,079 in the year 
(or about $90 a month). In making 
up this estimate careful study was given 
to needs for housing, food, clothing, 
personal care, medical care, recreation, 
transportation, and other living essen- 
als, ‘The Industrial Commissioner of 

the State said of it 

  

  

We have spent seven months in careful, 
exhaustive work covering published materia, 
and conferring with experts in each of the 
fields in which the budget deals, in order 
establish this standard of adequacy 

    

he most encouraging things that 
have taken place in 1937 in the 
women’s-wage situation have been the 
decision of the U. S. Supreme Court 
last March upholding minimum-wage 
legislation, and the rapid advances that 
immediately followed 
advances in the enactment of new 
minimum-wage laws, the revival of 
earlier laws, the making available of 
appropriations to enable procedure 
under such provisions, and the estab- 
lishment of new wage orders in vari= 
fous industries. As a result, nearly half 
the States have minimum-wage laws 
operative, almost all of these now being 
actively put into effect 

With the revival of minimum-wage 

   

this decision— 

    

  

  

    

activity that took place under @ new 
type of legislation in 1933 or shortly 
after, eight States had newly enacted 
such laws: Connecticut, Illinois, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York 
Ohio, Rhode Island and Utah. Earlier 
laws had for years existed, some of 
them actively enforced, others in le 
cffective or general operation, in Ca 
fornia, Colorado, Massachusetts, North 
Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Wash: 
ington, Wisconsin and Utah. After the 
1937 decision, new laws were enacted 
in Arizona, Nevada, Pennsylvania and 
Oklahoma. Earlier legislation that had 
become inoperative after the District 
of Columbia law was declared uncon- 
stitutional in 1923, was now revived in 
the District and in Arkansas, Minne- 
sota and Puerto Rico. 

Funds for more effective operation 
now were provided in Colorado, Utah, 
and New Jersey. Amendments or re 
enactments to meet the new dictum of 
the Court were made in 1937 in Colo- 
rado, Connecticut, Massachusetts, New 
York and Wisconsin, 

It is not possible to list here the de- 
tails of all the orders that authorities in 
many of the states named have issued 
in 1937 under their minimum-wage 
laws. (A complete list of the indus- 
tries in the various States that were 
covered by orders in 1937, with the 
minimum wages fixed, can be obtained 
by writing the Women's Bureau, U. S. 
Department of Labor, Washington, 
D.C.) The orders show substantial 
progress in the fixing of a minimum 
wage, and cover a wide range of 
woman-employing industries, some of 
them with low wage-levels in the past. 
They include, in various States, women 
in Iaundries, retail stores, beauty par- 
lors, telephone and other offices, 
restaurants, fruit and vegetable can- 
neries, and factories making hosiery and 
knit goods, wearing apparel, jewelry, 
and many other products. Usually the 
rates have been fixed only after careful 
study of wage conditions within the 
industry, and sometimes of living costs 
as well. The minimum frequently has 
been fixed at 30 or 35 cents an hour, in 
come cases with the stipulation that a 
44-hour week shall apply 
with provision for added pay for over- 
time hours or for marked undertime, 
and sometimes with a weekly as well as 
an hourly minimum fixed. 

  

  

      

  

  

  

  

Progress and Prospect 
‘Thus the general situation as to 

women’s wages for 1937 is an encour. 
izing one, both in the upward progress 

indicated and in the active moves that 
are being undertaken to insure to em- 
ployed women the facilities for more 
healthful living. But while minimum- 
wage organization now exists in. most 
of the great manufacturing States, there 
still are certain very large woman- 
employing industries 
textiles, which are concentrated to a 
considerable extent in States not yet 
having minimum-wage provisions. 

  

  

  

    

Missions Aid China 
(Continued from page 11) 

died that night, Some of them died of 
neglect rather wounds. The 
misery in that building that night, the 
imploring eyes, the _heart-piercing 
moans and the heroic help of our girls 
made a deep impression on my mini 
The need is great and we are helpless. 

‘The mission schools are looking to- 
ward the future and preparing for 

long struggle, Some are offering courses 
in First Aid and Public Health in War 
Times, Gas Defense, Communication 
and War Engineering, War Econom- 
ics, International Law in War Times, 
Food Production and Conservation, 

One of the things that has made it 
hard for all religious bodies working in 
the occupied section of China is the 
strict prohibition of intercommunica- 
tion between Christian bodies in the 
occupied territory and the un-occupied. 
Even the National Christian Council 
in Manchukuo is not permitted to have 
communications with the National 
Christian Council in the occupied sec- 
tion of China. But the missionaries 
have not been molested in their relief 
work and in their day-to-day work. 
For that reason it is perhaps easier for 
them than for other relief groups to 
work for the sufferers of China, 

  

       

     
     

   

  

  

  

Investment in Lives 
Yes, the American stake in China is 

greater than the actual investment of 
dollars and cents. It is easy to see by 
these letters that the missionaries look 
upon the struggle in China as their 
struggle. Thousands of people in the 
United States follow their reports and 
feel it is also their struggle. There is 
an investment in lives in China. 
Women missionaries were the first 

American women to be seen in China, 
and they had an influence on the con- 
ception of American women that has 
been held by the Chinese to this day. 
American women missionaries were the 
first women in China who were teach- 
ers, doctors, social and religious work- 
ers. They won recognition for their 
work, and made a place for Chinese 
women. No one can estimate the part 
played by the women who have gone 
‘out through the years to China from 
America, in the development of the 

woman herself. And, on the 
id, mo one can estimate the 

broadening of American women’s lives 
by such close contact with China. 

Even the Chinese who have been 
most suspicious of foreigners seem to 
have changed in their feeling, because 
of the work missionaries are doing. 
And it may well be that the missiona- 

ries have had their part to play in the 
feeling of sympathy for China that 
sweeps over all America, ‘There is 
only one thing to be hoped for further: 
that this sympathy may be converted 
into aid for China, so that even a 
greater work than at present can be 
carried on for the victims of war. 
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Millions of Magazines 
(Continued from page 23) 

survey of women’s opinions on divorce. 
With a careful reportorial tone and 
many tables of figures the editor ad- 
mits that the great majority of Ameri- 
‘can women, including Catholics, are 
in favor of divorce. These women not 
only believe that a more realistic edu- 
cation about the sexual side of marriage 
would help, but they also throw the 
most useful fictional causes for marital 
rifts right out the window and state 
fietly that the main causes of trouble 
between man and wife are economic. 

“The non-fiction columns having ad- 
mitted these revolutionary facts, read- 
ers can expect the fiction columns to 
begin reflecting them after a while. 
‘One very alert author's agent estimates 
that there is a time lag of about three 
years between non-fictional and fiction- 
al recognition of the facts of life. 

A fictional heroine has never suf 
fered from lack of adequate medical 
care, yet the February, 1938, Woman's 
Home Companion carries an editorial 
that is grim in its honesty regarding 
the number of women who die un- 
necessarily in childbirth for lack of 
nioney to pay a doctor, and places the 
blame on inadequate government re- 
sponsibility for health, ‘The December 
Ladies Home Journal quotes a doctor 
as being troubled by the carelessness 
of hospital treatment. In the same 
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magazine Paul de Kruif does not 
neglect the social causes for the spread 
of syphilis, 

Murder stories fill more and more 
space in the fiction columns with sus- 
pense and mystery achieved by non- 
controversial means, and never a one 
of them suggests any such reason for 
the murder as the Woman's Home 
Companion gives in an editorial on 
crime which concludes: 

hope of greatly reducing the 
tion of those large social ills which 

make people desperate. Less rush and con- 
fusion in city life; less bleakness and lone 
ness in the remote country areas; saner at 
titudes and laws on marriage and divorce; 
employment, security for old age, and medi- 
cal care avalable to everybody—it isto such 
broad remedies as these that we must look 
for the cure of mental and nervous outbreaks 
that resule in murder. 

Non-fiction features in most wom- 
en’s magazines take a progressive posi- 
tion on local civic-betterment, cultural 
improvement of the lives of citizens, 
education, psychology, and child care. 

Money Writes 
On broader fronts requiring a na- 

tional or international point of vi 
caution must be exercised to avoid 
coming into conflict with the publish- 
er’s and advertiser's stand against tax- 
ation for relief, against curbs on any 
profits including those of the armament 
manufacturers. ‘The magazines come 
out squarely for peace to the extent of 
not permitting any child to play with 
toy soldiers either in the fiction or non- 
fiction columns. We see almost no 
mention of any program for organiza- 
tion against war. 

The Woman's Home Companion in 
December took note of the violent 
growth of wars in 1937 and blamed 
it on scientists, adding this eryptic note 
of optimism: 

In theie bitter evidence of despair is there 
hidden any renewal of the at the 
monster war may destroy itl by its own 
fury? 

Good Housekeeping reprinted last 
spring the story by Dr. Norman 
Bethune about the horrible Fascist 
bombing of the Loyalist refugees flee- 
ing from Malaga. The editor drew 
the “lesson” that America must have 
ever greater and greater armament. 
Only the Hearst magazines “dare” to 
come out squarely against the Japanese 
boycott and for isolation. ‘The others 
decline to choose between our present 
isolationist policy and the one suggest- 
ed by the President's Chicago speech 
‘on quarantining the aggressors. 

‘On Fascism the reader has forced the 
magazine to take a strong stand. The 
magazines avoid difficulty by taking 
the line that Fascism is exclusively a 
foreign phenomenon, and employ ‘“lib- 
crals” like Dorothy Thompson to weave 
the reader's progressive instincts into 
a defense of an exaggerated American 
nationalism, 

‘The editor's job is still further 

plicated by the writer being, like the 
reader, a live human being and his- 
torically even more likely to be sensi- 
tive to the march of life. For only a 
few of the authors can the editor build 
golden penthouses and keep them in- 
sulated there. But the editor needs 
lots of stories to fill that monthly maw. 
He needs emotion that throbs or the 
magazine will not sell. To give this 
emotional kick, authors must feel some 
semblance of it themselves. 

Certain authors the reader demands 
and the editor must buy them and keep 
on buying them and publishing exactly 
what they write, whether he wishes to 
or not. 

Paul de Kruif can speak out sharply 
in the Ladies Home Journal about the 
economic causes of disease because the 
readers will take no substitute for Paul 
de Kruif. Dorothy Canfield is able to 
say more progressive things about pro- 
gressive education than an unknown, 
undemanded writer. ‘Though one of 
the most emotionally gripping stories 
ever offered by an agent was refused 
from an obscure writer obviously be- 
cause it took the Loyalist side in the 
Spanish War, Dorothy Parker can 
say what she thinks because the read- 
ers want to know what Dorothy Park- 
ex thinks. Eleanor Roosevelt can 
choose her medium for showing a sensi- 
tive awareness of social currents affect- 
ing women's problems. Pearl Buck 
can defend a woman divorced for a 
reason other than a husband's cruelty 
or infidelity. 

But even the less well-known writ- 
xs present problems to the editor who 
wishes to Keep fiction theses pleasing 
to the advertiser. 

When an editor bought a sympa- 
thetic light love novel about a girl 
dress-buyer, we saw the strange sight 
of a Hearst publication presenting a 
picture of the unbridled savagery and 
tragedy of business competition to pro- 
duce women’s low-priced dresses. 

In order to publish a compelling 
story of the solution of the marriage 
problems of one doctor's wife, McCall's 
printed in a story by Erika Zastrow 
an honest picture of a steel-strike situ- 
ation which showed labor organizers 
as they are and not as violent thugs. 
When Woman's Home Companion 

bought a murder mystery from Cid 
Ricketts they were also buying an hon- 
est presentation of the forward-looking 
woman scientist winning out against 
medieval prejudice in the South, where 
ordinarily only romantic loveliness is 
allowed to exist in fiction. 

So goes the modern magazine in its 
1 progress, pulled backward by 

the advertiser and forward by the read- 
ex and the writer. Undoubtedly the 
editor has power to influence the ideas 
of many thousands of his readers to a 
great degree. But what that influence 
shall be is no closed question. Women 
who see clearly where their interests 
lie can still help to make the women’s 

ine a weapon against Fascism. 
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Some Things to Tell 
(Continued from page 17) 

time. There I was, bareheaded and 
in old trousers dirty with the red earth, 
and wearing this same old worn-out 
brown jacket. I remember standing 
around in a hungry sort of happiness, 
looking at the rows of big fine houses 
without plantations around them, just 
flower gardens with petunias and zin- 
nias, and wondering how the folks 
that live in them make out. I tried to 
figure out, too, how it is that every 
year us croppers raise too much cot- 
ton, or else we raise too little. I 
haven't ever figured that out. But 
there was Memphis with its trains 
blowing into town, and the street cars. 
clanking, and automobiles racing by 

[AST riche in Memphis Mr. Block 
put me up. But I couldn't 

sleep sound, even after I'd told him 
everything. I was awake at midnight. 
I wasn't the only one who couldn't 
sleep, I guess. I kept hearing his 
typewriter going strong, and then I 
got to wondering if the youngest kid, 
the one with the fever, was all right. 

Here's the plantation already. 
They're just stopping work in the 
fields. You don’t see them quitting 
until the sun buries itself behind Red 
Hill yonder at the western edge of the 
field, and these shadows begin to dark- 
en into night. 

Beyond the field, huddled there 
near the bayou on those funny-look- 
ing stilts, are our shacks. Some folks 
call the place Wrightsville. ‘They 
say old man Wright exchanged three 
blind horses for all this land, but I 
couldn’t say whether it’s so or not. 
‘That house with the dog underneath 
it is ours. Old Spot's there sleeping 
when she knows she ought to be watch- 
ing the baby. That cotton you see on 
the porches is what we've picked of 
our own fields; we keep it there until 
there's enough for a bale, 

Te’s warm this evening, and quiet. 
Notice how low the sky hangs? I'll 
have to drop by the house first and 
then be getting on to the meeting at 
the church tonight. I guess they'll be 
having poor old Tom’s funeral before 
the meeting commences. The bolls of 
cotton show dull and motionless in 
the field as the moon comes up. Now 
and then you hear a breeze stir the 
leaves like they're mourning, but the 
night muffles that sighing sound into 
silence. 

‘Tomorrow our strike begins. Maybe 
they'll try and use men from the coun- 
y jail to pick the cotton if we don’t, 
like they once did ; I don’t know. They 
just gave them their eats and tents 
to live in that time, honest. 

Tt won't take a cock’s crow to wake 
us tomorrow. At dawn, when the 
north wind comes out of the clouds, 
the voice of my people will begin to 
sound on the plantation. Tomorrow 
is the honey to which the bees fly. 
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HEN the aggressor nations extended their 
war-front to the Far East, and China 

became the battleground of the same military. 

  

Chinese, with a proportionately smaller mi 
and nayal establishment than any other nation 
in the world, were mercilessly attacked by the 
Japanese militarist government backed by the 
German and Italian Fascists. After Ethiopia 
came Spain. After Spain came China. After 
China, who and what? 

The forging of this unity of the democratic- 
minded people for the preservation of their lives 
and liberties, is a task far from complete. ‘The 
channeling of this unity so that the struggle for 
Democracy and 
is now in its initial s 
attention for the pres 
ties and peace. 

How can the people of China be helped? How 
can peace be preserved? The American League 
for Peace and Democracy has initiated a campaign 
to aid the bleeding and destitute men, women and 
children of China. Physicians sent by the League 
haye already landed in the Far East to nurse the 
‘wounds of the Chinese people. But this is only a 
beginning. Ambulances, bandages, medicine, food, 
nurses, physicians are required. Millions of Chi- 
nese are looking to us in this hour of need. ‘The 

rest way of keeping the United States out of war 
is by helping to defeat the Japanese military gov- 
ernment in its venture of aggression. 

to become a more useful and efficient 
instrument in this great effort to preserve peace, 

American League is conducting a three-months, 
drive for fifty thousand new members. ‘These 
fifty thousand members will be the pioneers in the 
campaign for China, for peace and Democracy 
Hand in hand with this campaign goes the drive 
for an increased circulation for the League's official 
publication, Tae Front. This is the most serious 
undertaking in the life of the League. 

‘The people of China and Spain are calling to 
this great Democracy for assistance. The people 
of the U.S. A. are for peace, and because they are 
for peace, they want to see the aggressors stopped. 
We can help by aiding the victims of this aggi 
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Building 
for Peace 

‘Therefore w 
millions in China and Spain. 

merican League and Tae Frei 
magazine —J. P. 

   

  

‘A Dead Herring 
HE SHEPPARD-HILL Bill made its sudden 
reappearance in Washington. 

almost. caught. the opposition unawares. 
some of the progressive-minded Representativ 

s last year's dead herring 
ng dragged out of the barrel. But the ti 

‘The sponsor 

  

  

    

    
, and the Bill was shelved. Now Repre- 
ve May, chairman of the House Military 

Affairs Committee, seems to be ri 
of his sleeve a substitute—May Bill H.R. 9391 
which is almost a duplicate of the Sheppard-Hill 

Both bills pretend to 
in reality aim to conscript labor. 
should be defeated dec 
defend. thems 

is not enslaved.—G 

.dy to pull out 
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Peace Week 
G.ROM Mareh Ist to 7th, the women of Ai 

are observing a week for peace propaganda, 
or Weeks are set aside, it has 

ustom to concentrate on that p: 
about the rest of the year. 

that the women 
as the time for starting 

that can be carried on throughout the 
It is also encouraging tha 

spirit of unity seems to prev. 
In one section of the country the needs of four 

peoples are being stressed—those of Spain, China, 
In three of these 

suffering because 
persecution that 

  

So often, when D: 

          

a whole new 
in these groups.   

and Roumani 
nations women and child 

In the fourth th 
  

  

  

    

DAVID BURKE 

  

follows the same psychological pattern as war. 
In the very appeal for aid for the countries that 
are suffering, American women reiterate I 
desire for peace and their indignation at the 
governments that have plunged millions of people 
into disaster and sorrow. 

‘The latest letter from China says that in the 
villages in the war zone, nine-tenths of the popu- 
lation abandoned their homes at, the time of the 
greatest danger. An average of 163 persons in 
each village have not yet dared to come back. 
‘Two-thirds of these are women. This is only a 
sample of what is happening all over the world, 
whe American women have alway. 
been organiz. a way that their protests 
are heard. are making plans during Peace 
Week for many weeks to come—D. McC. 

  

    

    

        

   

Naval Armaments 
WE HAVE, had many inguities from our 

readers as to our position on Naval Arma- 
ments. The following statement adopted by the 
American League's Executive Board is here given 
in reply to those queries: 

“The American League for Peace and Democ- 
ey is unalterably opposed to any additions to 
‘armaments of the United States. ‘The regular 

id Navy Department budgets are already 
to dangerous proportions. We are con- 

     

   

  

   

    

    

  

authorities as Major-Generals Johnson Hagood, 
Smedley D. Butler, William C. Rivers and Majors 

and George Eliot Field that 
todefend 
We hold 

R 
present a ly 
our coasts and borders from invasion, 
that a rise in 

      

    

   
he American League st 

action to prevent the aggressor from getting the 
means of war from this country. ‘This requires 
no increase in our Army and Navy. ‘The people's 
boycott of the goods of the aggressor, legislative 
embargoes on shipments of war supplies and raw 
materials, and forbidding of loans and credits 

nomic course of proc 

ou 
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mperative that this countr cease pro nie support for aggTeHOr 

ations. Such practices serve to 
nd endanger world peace,”G. D. 
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AMOUS men and women in all walks 
of life have chosen Linguaphone for 
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