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The Nation achieves
ANOTHER high!

Although The Nation began its career as a commentator on public
affairs as early as 1865, never before has its present circulation been

equalled.

Principal credit belongs, of course, to those who write for The
Nation. Qur list of contributors includes many of the most impor-

tant figures in the ranks of progressive thought today. No wonder

reactionaries who want to know what the other side thinks, as well
as intellectually alert left wingers, turn to The Nation!

Fortunately, the curve of circulation continues to rise. Every advance

means a victory over the forces which oppose an American social

system that makes sense. For that reason, above all others, we

thank those who have contributed to our support, by subscribing or

purchasing single copies, and now extend this invitation to those who

have not read The Nation recently:

We invite you to accept our special introductory offer of 17 weeks

for §1—389 reduction. Mail the coupon at once!

“Nation

AMERICA’S
MOST POPULAR
PROGRESSIVE
WEEKLY

17 WEEKS FOR ONLY §1

THE INATION,

20 Vesey Street, Name .

Mew York City.

I accept your intro- Address

ductory offer. Send me
the next 17 issues for the
dollar I enclose.

(Extra postage: Canadian, 17c; Foreign, 34c)
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With the Readers
*

THIS number is in commemaoration of
one year of the Spanish war. The day
we go to press is exactly twelve months
to the day since the reactionaries fired the
first shot against the Spanish Republic. A
memorable year! A year during which
the people of Spain, determined and unit-
ed, established and re-established the
efficacy of Diemocracy. A year in which
the Fascists of Italy and Germany re-
ceived their first serious military defeats,

THIIS has been a year of forging and
welding the peoples of the world into one
solid force against the weak barbarian
rulers of Italy and Germany and their
prototypes in other countries—the ene-
mies of labor and the people in general.
In the forging of this mass of fighting
sentiment wndoubtedly many mistakes
hfi'-'i: been made, but the proof of the pud-
ding iz in the simple indisputable fact that
all the planes and guns and armies and
battleships and poison propaganda of Mis-
ter Mussolini and Herr Hitler have not
been able to defeat the Spanish people.

THE welding and forging of this will of
the people for a free and decent life goes
beyond, of course, the pure and simple
military front. Mussolini has been in
power since 1921 bue this is the first time
—and it is the beginning of the end—that
we have witnessed such general and pop-
ular sentiment against Fascism, Proof?
After one year of the Spanish war, where
can you find one trade union, liberal-
minded person, first-rate writer or artist
or thinker who is on the side of Hitler,
Mussolini and Franco? This sentiment
is now pretty nearly an accomplished fact.
What remains to be done is to educare
and erganize this sentiment.

THE job ahead of us is threefold, First,
it is not sufficient to have “pretty nearly”
everyone in sympathy with the democratic
forces. Thar “pretty nearly” still leaves
out millions of people who are influenced
by the reactionary groups or who are so-
called neutral because they are not con-
scious of the social forces at play. Second,
there are the millions who are in Sympa-
thy—in varied degree—with the demo-
eratic forces but who are not vet in the
picture as an organized body. We must
reach them with the written and spoken
word—through literature, meetingz and
demonstrations, “Third, we must train
ourselves to be constantly on the alert
for the misleaders of the people, the shick
and foolish phrase-mongers. We must
keep the front of the people intact. Who-
ever is against that front is an enemy of
the people and consciously or uncon-
sciously plays into the hands of the
Fascists,

WE are writing this column on a hot
Sunday afternoon (one of the hottest of
the year, regular Fascist weather) and as
we write, we can hear and see through
a window on the tenth floor, the sym-
phony of the people. Children's voices,
music, cries, kisses, fist fights, young and
old, love and hate, beauty and ugliness.
This is America. This s Democracy.
Out of this will come, in the very near
future, a land where hunger and ugliness
will be no more, if we the people stand
firm and fight for our rights.

THEREFORE this number is issued at
the end of the first year of the Spanish
war, so that we in America should be
able to understand why the Spanish peo-
ple are dying that freedom may live—
and why their struggle 1s snr struggle.
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A young Loyalist volunteer returning from the front
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The Contributors
g

SINCE the inception of this magazine
this corner has been given over to a sort
of who's who among the writers and
artists in these pages. We have heen tald
by editors who are old enough to be our
prandfathers that these “who's whoses"
are eaten up by the readers and that they
must never be dropped from their allotted
corners. 5o be it. But these old timers
have never told us how to squeeze forty
or fifty odd notes about forty or fifty edd
contributors into one column of presenta-
ble type. “That's your funeral, my boy,"”
we hear the old fellows say.

L]
NO. as a matter of fact we have been
wanting to break this muse rule for a
heck of a long time. We like, every once
in a while, to stroll off the beaten path.
And we have a sneaking idea that the
readers like it too.

WHY should we go into detail about the
lives and fortunes of the contributors to
this number? Let their work speak for
itself. Why should we tell you that
Harold Laski is one of the greatest liv-
ing British economists and that he has
weritten six or eight or ten good books
and that he teaches in this or that college
or university? Why should we tell you
that Mauritz A. Hallgren is on the edi-
torial staff of the Baltimore Sur and was
formerly with The Nation, etc., etc.?
Why should we tell you that George Bid-
dle, who made the fine and beautiful
lithograph for our special section, is a
great artist and has long been so recog-
nized in the American art ficld and that
we are ever so proud to have him in THE
Fiour? We could go on forever.

INSTEAD, we would like to tell you,
our rteaders, that the writers and artists
who have made this special Spnnish num-
ber are here because they believe and feel
and think with the great and heroic Span-
ish people whe are giving their lives so
that they and we may be free to live a
life worth living. These articles and
drawings are not made “to order.” No
dollars and cents are involved. The wri-
ters and artists are here for the same
reason that John Brown gave his life or
for the same reason that Walt Whitman
wrote his Leaver of Grass or for the
zame reason that a steel worker in Chi-
eago poes down on the picker line.

THE writers and artists of America who
are worth their salt as good craftsmen
in their respective fields are with the
people in their struggle for a world
where peace and Democracy and good
living will be an established fact. The
artists and writers of America are not
only with the people, they are part of the
people. And that is why they are here in
this magazine, reader.

NEVERTHELESS, we, the editors of
theze pages, wish to extend our personal
appreciation to the writers and artists
who made these pages. T herr pens, type-
writers, pencils and brushes, for weeks
and months before thiz number reaches
vow, reader, have been at work (and
sometimes at a sacrifice) so that America
may know and understand the people of
Spain and their struggle,

“THE steel mill sky is alive.
The fire breaks white and zigzag

shot on a gun-metal gloaming.
Man iz a long time coming.
Man will yet win.”




TO
SAVE HER?

ACH air raid in Spain has left hundreds of homeless
E children. Each air raid has left bodies of children
lying on the streets of Spanish towns.

The homeless children must be cared for.

Towns which may be the next to be raided from the air
must get their children away to safety.

A social worker writes: "The children have shown great
courage but their nerves are in bad shape. The clanging of
a church bell is enough to send them into wildest panic.
They must be taken to safety and at once.”

The American League answers by opening, in this issue
of THE FiGHT, its drive for Spanish Children’s Homes.

WHAT CAN
WE DO

The evacuation of Santander section makes it imperative
that the first series — five homes — be established imme-
diately. Make a Spanish child safe today!

$350 will establish a home for 20 Spanish children.

$180 will maintain these 20 children [or one month.

$250 will equip bedrooms for 20 Spanish children.
$100 will equip a kitchen and office for 20 children.
$50 will equip a classroom for 20 children.
212 will fgm'ﬁ an :'Hﬁr'mm]' frJf' 20 children.
$9 will maintain one Spanish child for one month.
$4 will maintain one Spanish child for two weeks.

$2 will maintain one Spanish child for one week.

AMERICAN LEAGUE AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM, 268 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.
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The U. S. Plays Ostrich

Is our State Department’s policy on Spain simply short-

sighted, or is it stupidity, or are there influences at

work? Which? Would our people tolerate this policy if

they could be brought to understand its true character?

By Mauritz A. Hallgren

ILLUSTRATED BY LOUIS MYERS

ARLY in January of this year a dealer in

used machinery applied to the U, 5. State

Department for a license to ship rebuilt
airplanes and airplane parts to the Spanish govern-
ment. Within a few hours after the receipt of
this application Congress rushed through to enact-
ment the Pittman resolution forbidding the zale or
shipment of military supplies to either side in a
civil war, meaning in this case the Spanish war.

Proclamation, Neutrality and the Rebel Lobby

Appropriate proclamations laying down embar-
goes on arms shipments to the Spanish government
as well as to the Fascist rebels were promptly pub-
lished by the President. Laws prohibiting Ameri-
can citizens from serving with the military forces
of either side were invoked and implemented.
Measures were taken to prevent funds from being
publicly raised in this country for use in the civil
war. In April the Pittman resolution was written
into the neutrality law and still further proclama-
tions were issued to keep the United States and
its citizens out of the Spanish war.

Time alone, |:¢:r]'|n.ps, will tell j'u.-'-I: what forces
led up to and brought about this hurried change
in American policy. As vet theére is too much con-
fusion attending the event, there are too many hid-
den factors and obscure maneuvers to enable us to
trace clearly and certainly the chain of develop-

ments that produced this result. We do know that
various propaganda groups had for some time been
busyving themselves in Congressional lobbies with
the neutrality question and that these lobbies in-
l‘[l](i{ﬂ,l "Ifaii.‘lr'l-.':'l:'l'll:"'ril'::n R:U]'I'lr'l!irrl'l:ﬁ-.“ Tﬂ:iigiUL]S s0=
l'[t[ir‘:_-i._ thI-I‘l'R:-:Ci-SE ]1L|:;i:|u‘e~'s r)rg;:rsf;-::ﬂiun:‘-.

We know, too, that since the American govern-
ment has no important political or strategic inter-
ests in Spain or in the Mediterranean, and since
American citizens have no great or compelling eco-
nomic interests in that area, the United States,
unlike Great Britain, could not have been influ-
enced by factors of this nature. On the other
hand, it is no secret that the State Department has
]nng hl’!{‘:!l int.:l'ir]f‘.d ] ]lﬂ'd f_}rr:[t Hrl-tuin's '|.'i¢".1.'_-: in
Curopean affairs, nor that the British created and
dominated from the start the non-intervention com-
mittee sitting in London.
therefore, that the Pittman resolution was adopted
soon after this committee had decided that arms and
ammunition should be withheld from both the
Spanish government and the Fascist rebels.

It may be significant,

"Keeping Out of War”

Probably, however, the decisive factor was the
fear, entertained more in Congress than in the State
i)t:pﬂrtﬂ'li:nr. uf American {-'JLt:mgh'r:lwnt :in i gen-
[t was believed that the Span-
ish conflict would spread if one or more outside

eral European war.




powers intervened, and in spreading might involve
the United States. It seemed to follow that it
would be hazardous for the United States to take
sides, or to appear to be taking sides, in the civil
war, since by such partiality the country might find
irﬁ:']f ||:1.;t1.'::|i|.i:+t!|l:.' r:JkI-:I'lg sides ir| t!'l;: ]:‘l:l'gl.‘s“ wair
that might grow out of the Spanish controversy.
The policy framed in the light of this situation
was called one of “neutrality” and its main pur-
pose, so far as it concerned Congress at any rate,
was to “keep us out of war,”

F_I_“IIL" ]l"g:{l!‘t} i'lnl;] “hjl."lﬂ h't 'l'il.l.l-l:]ir:'f 1?1'- Thif‘h “]'I.L'U‘
tr:ilit}'" may well be questioned. Borchard, for
example, has written that the Pittman resolution
“was thought to be neutrality legislation. In fact,
it was the precise opposite. International law re-
quired the United States to trear the elected and
recognized government of Spain as the lawful gov-
ernment of Spain and, until the belligerency of
the rebels is recognized, as the only government
entitled to receive the assistance of the United
stﬂtﬁ.‘i ir1 ﬁll[!ﬁt’l'.ﬁﬁil:'lg :|.r|:|||:'4|. ir].‘iTlTTﬁ'l‘:TE(l”.” Il]ﬁ“'.:l.(l..
.I'P'-' th{" Pl-?tll'lii.n r{'h'u]utir,]n -'I.T!II_E Ur].{"| MEASUTES r]ll;'
United States placed the “unrecognized rebels and
the constituent government on the same footing"

Not Neutrality, Not Law

The significance of this is quite clear. No one—
except the Fascists themselves, of course—has de-
nied that the government which now has its seat in
Valencia is the true and lawful povernment of that
country. Indeed, in all matters except those per-
taining to “nentrality” the United States continues
to deal with Valencia on that basiss.  The right of
this lawful government to suppress rebellion is ex-
pressly recognized by the laws of Spain, It is fully
recognized by the laws of nations. Now, neutrality,
as understood by international law, requires that
outside powers, to be genuinely neutral, shall re-
frain from taking any action that disturbs or dis-
regards this relationship between povernment and
rebels. In their relations with the warring parties,
neutrals must accept the real facts of the situation
and shape their own policies and conduct accord-
ingly.

':lpjlr' e ;f.r.ru'ri'ra,ra P{J]I]:.',‘J' r‘rr_n.:'j nn,r rfr} fﬁﬁlh It
not only assumes that the povernment and rebels
are t:qm!s in law and in fan_‘t, but the American
government has proceeded to treat them as equals.
This contravenes international law and the laws of
Spain. It gives the rebel party a standing that it
possesses neither in law nor in fact. It tends to
close to the l:ruitim;src government certain doors to
assistance from without, doors to which it is entitled
under the law of nations. Thus, the American
policy not only disregards the realities of the Span-
ish situation, but disturbs the actual relationship be-
tween  government and rebels, and by this action
degrades and injures the former and helps the latter,

6

To call this “neutrality”
meaning of language.
This attitude becomes doubly difficult to under-
stand when we consider that the United States has
for many years taken the position, as a matter of
high policy, that it is morally and legally obligated
to refrain from intervening in a rebellion in any
manner that might be regarded as detrimental or

15 to disiort the plain

untriendly to a legitimate government, To quote
Borchard again, “during the vears of the Cuban
th'\Ill'!'I'L'EiUIl. frn:h 1868 o ]HTH :ir:(i .'L;___r:ii;n frum
1893 to 1898, the United States strictly observed
its obligations to Spain and treated the rebel: in
such a manner as to avoid giving any offense to the
Spanish government.”

Our Pro-Government Tradition

In 1912 and 1922 this policy was reinforced by
Congressional resolutions whereunder the President
was authorized to embargo the zhipment of arms
to American countries, or to countries in which the
United States exercised extraterritorial jurisdiction,
in which “conditions of domestic violence exist.”
The debate in Congress and the subsequent use to
which this authority was put shows that it was in-
tended to be employed to prevent military supplies
from falling into the hands of rebels bent upon
overthrowing lawful governments. ‘This power
was s0 used by the American government to aid
the povernments of Mexico in 1912, 1919 and
1924 ; of Cuba in 1924: and of Micaragua in 1926,
(It had previously been used, but without Congres-
sional autherity, to help Santo Domingo in 1905.
In 1915, on the other hand, President Wilson lifted
the then cxisring l:'mh:i]'g{: upon Arms ﬁ]]ipmeﬂ:.{ o
Mexico to help a rebel party overthrow the Huerta
régime,

At the Havana Conference in 1928 the United
atates fostered a convention specifically forbidding
the supply of arms and war materials to rebels whose
belligerency had not been recognized. The Amer-
ican government has gone even further than that.
It has itself furnished military supplics to legitimate
governments threatened with rebellion. It did this
in the case of Cuba in 1917, Mexico in 1924 and
1929, and Nicaragua in 1927. Commenting upon
this policy in 1933, Secretary of State Stimson de-
clared that it had been “employed with great effect
and negligible friction. . . . Our experience has
shown that the refusal of the United States to allow
munitions to revolutionists has never provoked se-
rious resentment and has substantially, stabilized

conditions. . .

A Reversal of Policy

Yet, literally overnight, this long-standing policy
has been radically revised. There may be some who
will argue thar there has been no real revision, that
the United States has simply broadened its policy
to Elj‘li"]il'.‘{' h';.'[h E"ﬁ]'T[L'ﬁ‘ it"l i |."|-"|'|-[ War, ;llld rh'lr I':|'||
1E'||.]Ei '-"-':‘t]‘l]‘ll.llll[!lg ;"-l.]p”ll‘!'ﬂ t-f“l['l] hUr]] .,."\]1:!1:‘\. Et:\ I,""
E‘(IT1‘$ o I.l“"lh]{ I:i".ll. ‘\‘l'!'l:!-(: ang :irf{"!'lj:tl]i_'l]:'{l, liut t]'ll._'
purpose of the original policy was not merely to
check “conditions of domestic viclence” It was
also and more ;mrti::ul:lr]j. to aid il‘.gitim:l.tu: FOVETn-
ments with which the United States had friendly
relations. That purpose has now gone by the board.
Under the present policy the United States engages
instead in unfriendly acts against legitimate govern-
ments with whom it s supposed to be on amicable
terms, ::HT I-t'} l'l.f"ln'-'"j”]! |_:|r ri]t' I:Hi ':Ihr ['1,11'E‘|_S to a
status of equality with the Spanish government
and its denial of lawful assistance to the latter
must be set down as unfriendly acts.

Putting moral, ethical and legal questions aside,
however, and taking into account only the hard
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realities of the situation, what do we find to be the
eftect of the American policy? The democratic
republic of 51‘-:1!11 in ]:cr:!i'Tkn:‘. could turn nr!i:.' to the
other democratic republics for such help as it needs.
But most of these other countries, including the
United States, have followed the British lead in
withholding this assistance in the name of peace.
The Fascist powers are not so unmindful of reali-
ties. They gave lip-service to the London commit-
tee while at the same time pouring munitions and
troops into f"mpzlin to !n'lp the Fascist rebels, Thus,
while the lfnim;] Ht:il.‘t's, ]H'f‘.:'ﬂ:ling to a Ju!'l__i 1m-
i'l:!ﬂE:'l[I:t}', holds aloof from the 5[:;L|:|-5h :'-rnlgp‘h to
the hurt of Spanish Democracy, the interventionist
powers, taking advantage of this “impartiality,” do
what they can to aid the rebellion. This iz not to
suggest that the American government either ought
r ought not to intervene itself in Spain to check
the interventionist powers or to help the Valencia
government, but is intended to show that the net
effect of American “neutrality” s to promote Fas-
cism in Spain.

The Wrong Time to be Neutral

This Fascist intervention puts the American pol-
icy to a really vital test. . Let it be presumed that
the authors and proponen‘s of that policy are whaol-
ly sincere in contending and believing that its pur-
pose is to keep the United States out of aEuropean
war. Let it be supposed that the policy has been
jl‘ﬂl}ﬂl‘tia;]}' a;ilaliul in r]le ‘:"'.p.'mi.-ch situnti(m 'l.ll.'ith
this one object in mind. Granting this, it still must
be asked how a civil war in Spain could invelve the
United States in a general European war. Certain-
ly that would not follow, so long as the issue was
confined to the two Spanish factions. It is not even
possible to imagine American emotions being so
aroused or American ecomomic interests so heavily
engaged by a purely Spanish quarrel that the United
StﬂTP.‘i '“'(]l.]hi .hl._: ';_'l:l]['lj:lf"]]{:d To r.'{l:l:' :l.(_"ti".'{' rl:l]'t El! r]l{'
fighting. To the extent, then, that this quarrel is
an internal affair, there iz no danger whatever of
American entanglement.  Yet the American neu-
trality policy has been applied just as though this
were nothing bur a domestic quarrel, for it has been
applied only against the two Spanish parties,

Where the War Danger Lies

The danger for the United States becomes real
.'lr'ld f_:'l‘(]“'ﬁ (lr'l]_'l.' ".'I.']lﬂ_'n 1|']L" !Iﬁ:"-l_li_"‘ moves |:1{":||'flr'||_i Ihi'
domestic concerns of Spain itself, when it actively
involves other powers who seek to meet the issues
with belliperent measures. Intervention by armed
torces has already taken place. Indeed, it is no
longer correct to call it intervention. Fascist Italy
and Nazi Germany have openly committed one act
of war after another against the Spanish govern-
ment and the Spanish people. But the American
government blinds itself to this situation and in the
process circumvents its own neutrality policy. It
:|p]:]it"5 this L‘JG!E:"}' in a situation that holds not the
5|1',L_:|:t'f:_~it :i:m;_?rr Eur riu- Lim-tr.q,l Ht:lh‘ﬁ.: |mt when
danger arises, when intervention of a most ominous
nature actually takes place, when, in brief, the
Spanish war shows signs of turning into a general
war into which the United States might be drawn,
the American government suddenly decides that
there is no danger to itself—and, therefore, no neces-
sity for invoking the neutrality law against the in-
lt']\'filri{?ﬂiﬁt ]_HJ\".'{'F"S mow at war 'I.'.'|:r]'| HIJ-'l.iI'I.

In Washington it is carefully explained in defense
of this attitude that “intervention” or a “reprisal”
does not necessarily constitute an “act of war" and
that, in any case, an “act of war” iz not the same
as a “state of war”; hence the United States has no
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lawful excuse or reason for bringing the neutrality
law into play. S5till it may be noted that the legal
experts themselves disagree on these questions. For
example, Hall, the great British authority, holds
that “prima facie intervention is a hostile act.”
Other students have somewhat eynically suggested
that such acts can be regarded as “war” only if the
countries whose independence is intruded upon offer
resistance, But the important thing is that there
has been mot just one “act of war” committed in
Spain by the Fascist powers, but a continuous series
of them.

From the very start, Germany and Italy have
been supplying the Fascist rebels with munitions
and men. It is no longer denied that the rebels have
been almost emirc-l].- I;:':J_1l:i|_‘.l'|}['i_:|. 11_',' these two ci}untrfl:s,
or that (Germany and [taly between them have now
on Spanish soil regular troops to the number of at
least 100,000 and perhaps as many as 150,000, Nor
do the Nazis or Fascists themselves conceal the fact
that they have themselves engaged in a series of
hostile acts, beginning with the Deutscliland’s inter-
vention at Ceuta in the early days of the war and
running through the massacre by Italian troops of
thousands of Loyalist refugees at Malaga, the Ital-
ian offensive at Guadalajara, the German bombard-
ment of the defenseless population of Guernica and
other Basque towns, and the shelling by German
warships of the city of Almeria. Really, one must
ask, how many of these open and calculated *‘acts of
war" will it take to convince the democratic world
tl“tr r]lﬂ 1"‘:1':-’5\.":"[' POWETS are \\iiﬂing War upon QJ}ﬂiﬂ?

Encouraging the Fascists

Washington still looks upon these indisputable
facts as ”]'!nr-’.rp:t;:ﬂ:lhluh and refuses to be moved i}_'.'
them. It still thinks a minor civil war offers a grave
threat to American peace, and that the far more
ominous (German-Italian offensive in Spain, which is
literally an international war, holds no such threat.
It is still blind, deliberately blind perhaps, to the
Eil.l.,'[' thil: i‘['} i'ﬂ['irl.:llh:' not U”]_‘f 1{"['Id_1'| :I]'I{lir'i_"l._'t .ﬂ'i[] (3]
the Fascist dictators, but incites them to further
attacks of the same nature. For by its very silence
the United States appears to Berlin and Rome to be
i:]:ril'!j'_: that their ilgg'l't‘:ih[f}r'l in Hp:l.in does not meet
with American disapproval. Interpreted in the light
of the neutrality law, indeed, its silence can only
mean that the American government regards this
Fascist aggression as wholly lawful and in no wise
detrimental to peace.

Possibly Washington is simply short-sighted, or
possibly its attitude is the product of stupidity, or
it may be that there are influences at work in the
government that have succeeded in shaping Ameri-
can |mlil.‘:; in such a way as to serve r!u' F;iﬁﬂ-st Cause,
But it is certain that the American people, if they
could be brought to understand the true character
and effect of that policy, would not tolerate it for a
moment.



b
]l
i1

The Almeria Hospital as it appeared after German warships had ended their long-distance bombardment of the helpless seaport

Britannia Waives the Rules

A noted British political economist analyzes the National

Government’s key role in “non-intervention” and gives his

views on the part played therein by old-guard Labour leaders

VER SINCE the advent of the
E MNational Government to power
in 1931, the main characteristic
of British foreign policy has been the
subotage of the idea of collective se-
curity. Mo power is more responsible
for the victory of Japan in Manchukuo.
Mo power did more to destroy any
prospect of success at the Disarmament
Conference. The betrayal of Abyssinia
followed naturally from the premises of
the earlier period. It is wholly logical
that the betrayal of Abyssinia should be
succeeded by what is virtually the de-
liberate betrayal of the Spanish gov-
ernment.

Aid to the Rebels

Certain things stand out clearly in
the record:

1. The denial of the legal right of

By Harold J. Laski

the Spanish government to purchase
arms abroad was nothing so much as
direct assistance to the Rebels.

2. The pressure brought to bear
upon France to accept the non-interven-
tion agreement had a similar result.

3. The refusal to bring pressure to
bear upon Portugal as, in effect, a cen-
ter of Rebel organisation, had the same
CONSEqUEnCe.

4, The long connivance at breaches
in the non-intervention agreement by
the Fascist powers was, throughout, an
announcement to them that they could
act without fear of serious action by
Great Britain.

5. The refusal of Mr. Eden to allow
the use of the League of Nations as an
instrument in the dispute has had a
similar result.

6. The absence of any effective pro-

test against the German bombardment
of Almeria has whetted the appetite of
the Fascist powers,

7. There has been no real protest
against the Italian occupation of
Majorca.

8. There has been a constant effort
to reduce the struggle in Spain to the
level, in Sir Samuel Hoare's phrase, of
a “faction fight” in which the British
government has no interest.

9. Legislation has been passed to
prohibit volunteers fighting with either
side in Spain even though Mr. Eden
was aware that this would operate only
against the Loyalist government,

10. The German and Tralian armies
in Spain have been persistently treated
as volunteers even though Mr. Eden
is fully aware that they have been re-
cruited under the auspices of their

respective  pro-Franco governments.

11. Mr. Eden is well aware that the
pians for naval and military control of
Spanish frontiers have been consistently
viclated by Italy and Germany; never-
theless he has throughout avoided the
obligation to act upon the consequences
of this viclation,

Why the Tories Help Franco

What are the reasons for this atti-
tude?

1. In part, no doubt, it was the be-
lief that Franco would win and the
desire—in view of the Mediterranean
problem—to be on the winning side,

2. In part, it was the desire to aid
Franco. The British government felt
that a Lovalist victory (a) would in-
jure the prestige of the Fascist powers
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and (b) add to the prestige of the
Soviet Union.

3. In part, again, it was feared that
some incident in Spain might lead to
international war. The British govern-
ment preferred the sacrifice of the
Spanish Loyalists to this risk.

4. In part, it was the fear of social
revolution, Desirous of avoiding a war
in the West, disbelieving in the reality
of the Rome-Berlin alliance, Mr. Eden
was prepared to use avoidance of West-
ern complications as a basis upan which
Germany should see her “true enemy”
in the East., He has been playing
power-politics at its worst. (a) He
wants time while Great Britain rearms.
(b) He counts upon a Russo-German
war as one in which Great Britain can
remain neutral, (¢} When these ene-
mies are exhausted, 2 rearmed Britain
will be the effective arbiter of Europe.
Luyalist Spain is the victim of these
maneuvres. Her victory might begin
the downfall of Fascism with its mo-
mentous consequences for capitalism, A
Franco victory does not necessanly
mean war in Western Europe and in-
jures the prestige of the Soviet Union.

Sabotaging Democracy

| do not need to dwell upon the im-
plications of the policy. It is a threat
to the democratic powers of Western
Europe: a Fascist Spain would leave
France in a weak position: and a weak
France is a positive invitation to Fascist
adventure. It is even bad imperialism:
a Fascist Spain alters the whole balance
of power in the Mediterranean, is a
threat to Gibraltar, and endangers Brit-
ish communications with the Far East.
The magic force of non-intervention
has, further, definitely encouraged the

Fascist powers to believe that they can
break international agreements with im-
punity. Today the theatre of their un-
checked agpression is Spain. What will
it be tomorrow ! Can they not now as-
sume that so long as they do not directly
threaten a Western power or actual
British territory, they can count on
British neutrality ?

British policy in Spain is inexplica-
ble except upon two assumptions:

1. The government is favourable to
a Franco régime. While it dare not en-
courage it apenly, it has indirectly done
all it can to assist it

2. The government is convinced, as
its rearmament programme shows, that
the Fascist powers, and especially Ger-
many, mean war. But it believes that
by skilful maneuvering it can persuade
Germany to leave the West alone and
concentrate upon an attack on the Rus-
sian governmeént. At the least this
leaves British capitalism unshaken and
armed hefore the results of such a war.
At the “best,” by the overthrow of
Soviet Russia the main threat to Euro-
pean capitalism is removed.

Labour Party Policy

What has the Labour Party dene in
Great Britain in the face of these
maneuvres? Officially, its policy has

-gone through three phases:

. A period up to the Edinburgh
Conference of 1936 during which it
expressed sympathy for Spain but ex-
pressed agreement with the policy of
non-intervention.

2. A period from October, 1936,
up to June 24, 1937, during which it
denounced the farce of non-intervention
but was inactive in rousing public opin-
ion against the consequences of the

failure of the non-intervention plan.

3. A period, now appearing to open,
in which it associates itself with the
right of the Spanish government, in
view of the farce of non-intervention, to
its legal right to League assistance and
the purchase of arms.

During the first eleven months of the
conflict, ofhcial British Labour has
been the main opponent in the Second
International af any ]mlfu,_':.' which
might mean taking risks on behalf of
the Spanish Lowalists. It has run no
great campaign on their behalf. It has
been adamant, also, in refusing any
united action with the Communists on
behalf of Spain. It has even preferred
to force the acceptance of the resigna-
tions of the leading figures in the In-
ternational (Adler, de Brouckere), whao
felt that united working-class action
against Fascism on this guestion had
become vital, The main battls tor the
Spanish Loyalists in Great Britain has
been fought by the left-wing groups
and by non-party organisations horri-
fied by Fascist activities in Spain.

What is the explanation of official
Labour’s attitude? (1) Fear of the ac-
cusation of war-mongering; (2) hatred
of any policy which might involve rela-
tions with the Communists; (3) to
some  extent, fear of the Catholic
working-class vote in England, and (4)
to some extent, fear that war might
find Great Britain unprepared. In the
result, the British Labour Party has not
been an effective oppoenent of the gov-
ernment’s policy. There have been
noble exceptions; Mr, Noel-Baker and
Mr. Arthur Henderson, Jr., deserve
great credit- for the fight they have
made in the House of Commons. But
the government has been amply aware

that the official Labour policy was hos-
tile to any action of which it was feared
war miglit be the outcome; and full
advantage has been taken by it of the
fact that this has been the case.

Weakness of Official Labour

The real weakness of Labour™ has
been its refusal to see a major issue in
the Spanish conflict. Had it done so,
it would have insisted that the inter-
national Labour movement use all iz
authority to end the schism in the work-
ing-class in the face of the danger. But
this would have meant at least the unit-
ed front. [ts leaders preferred to see
whether non-intervention might not by
some miracle be successful and thus
avoid the need for working-class unity.
It is well known that at the conference
of the International in London last
March, British Labour leaders were
adamant in their refusal to put the
Spanish issue in the front of the battle
against Fascism. In the result there is
no strong working-class opinion which
has been made to see that issue in its
true proportions. Without that opin-
ion, the British povernment has no
difficulty in maintaining what is, in ef-
fect, its pro-Franco attitude. The offi-
cial Labour Party has so acted that
Britizh aid to the Lovalists, however de-
sirable, has seemed to threaten peace.
It has accepted the government view
that Germany and Italy would fight
rather than see a Loyalist victory in
Spain. In doing so, it has sheltered it-
sclf behind the enforced neutrality of
the Blum government. This has been,
as a policy, pitiably weak and indecisive.
Only the future will show whether it
has not been fatal in its shortsighted-
ness.

Basque child refugees, all orphans as the result of the war, on their way to be adopted by sympathetic families
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American Aid
to Spain

America’s answer to Fascism . .. Medical aid for the
torn and tortured bodies of the soldiers and civilians
...Food and clothing for the children, women and old
people... Homes for the orphans in Spain and abroad
... The American people heed the voice of Democracy

By Berenice E. Noar

HE HUMAN family is split in many ways.

Palitics, religion, nationality—these divide the

men of our strife-torn century into advocates
and anti-advocates of a thousand causes, But of all
the divisions, perhaps the saddest to contemplate—
and most humiliating—is that between the destroyers
and defenders,

Destroyers and Defenders

On the one hand, those who deliberately and wan-
tonly blaze trails of disaster. On the other, those
who follow in their wake, picking up the tattered
ends of the tragic and futile destruction, and doing
what they can to mend the damage. Ruthlessness
and cruelty and selfishness and greed are earmarks
of the first classification. A love of humanity, a need
for that justice which George Eliot says is “within
us as a divine yearning,” a vision of a better world,
characterize the second. The first group victimizes.
The second gives aid and succor to the victims.

Against the background of war these two groups
are thrown into sharpest contrast. In Spain today,
the activitics of General Franco, aided and abetted
and from all evidences instigated by the Fascist lead-
ers of Germany and Italy, express the motivations
of Group One. Indeed, Fascism itself is the very
quintessence of them: of ruthlessness and cruelty and
selfishness and greed.

But fortunately these others who envision a hap-
pier society are no mere idle dreamers, either. They,
too, are people of dction; and they have now, as in
other crises, organized promptly for their counter-
activity. In the United States, the American League
Against War and Fascism has been in the vanguard
of Group Two; and with its collaboration, the North
American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy has
been brought into being, and has notable accom-
plishment to its credit, in itself and through its
affiliates. The latter include, beside the American
League: American  Student  Union, American

America remembers its democratic tradition. Ambulances on a New York dock on their way to §pain

A victim of Franco's air raids

Friends of Spanish Democracy, Book and Magazine
Guild, Communist Party, Communist Party (Op-
position ), International Labor Defense, Interna-
tional Workers Order, Italian Anti-Fascist Commit-
tee, Leapue for Industrial Democracy, Medical
Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy, Progressive
Women's Council, Socialist Party, Trade Union
Committee and United Youth Committee,

Food, Clothing, Medicine

All these organizations, and kindred ones, such as
the Spanish Anti-Fascist Committee, the Association
to Save the Children of Spain, and the Friends of
the Abraham Lincoln Battalion, have a common
purpose, in part material and in part moral, with
different units taking charge of different aspects.
There are so many aspects, so many things to be con-
sidered. Food and clothing must be supplied to take
care of the needs of the non-combatants, the women
and children and old people, who are always the
helpless victims of war, Medical aid must be pro-
vided, for the torn and tortured bodies of the sol-
diers, and for the civilians who too often are just as
much the prey of Fascist bombs and bullets,

The little luxuries, in the way of sweets and
smokes, that do so much to keep up the morale of the
fighters and workers, must not be lacking. A letter
from Fredericka Martin, head nurse in one of the
American Base Hospitals in Spain, bears on this
point

I had a small fruit-cake and one day we had such a strain
and 2 patient we all loved died, and [ made tea and called
them (the nurses) into my room and fed each one a table-
spoon of fruit-cake. The result was dynamic. Anne stopped
shiv *””Jn I'H”'r -3 '**- got a bit of color in them, etec. And ]
wished I had brought a trunkful of fruit-cake for them.

The ]'}Sj'ﬂllﬂlﬂk,lf'il as well as the physical value of
proper clothing is recognized by those giving help.
A representative of the Committee on Spain of the
American Friends' Service Committee, a non-
partizan Quaker organization with headquarters in
Philadelphia, reported that “the refugees are in such
i ags have to be stripped
Gi\'[n!_( the people clothes is
not only a material help to them: it cheers them up,
too. Children especially can be .muh* to smile by a
ht’tﬁh.. tnlu]l."'it Jumper or a new pa‘r of shoes."”

off them and burned,
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This organization is especially concerned with
the welfare of children. ‘Their representative
tells a graphic story, in reporting relief needs
in [.u}'ﬂl[.“-l‘ t:'rrlrt{':-l:_','.. of “the remarkable 5V5-
tem of children's homes or colonies established. . . .
Thesze are sroups of between 15 and 100 children
housed in empty villas, mansions or hotels” ; but he
adds a warning that, because there is such a food
shortage, “the authorities of towns and wvillages, in
self-protection, have to refuse to prant facilities for
establishing colonies unless the latter can guarantee
that the bulk of the food used will be brought in
from elsewhere, and so not prejudice the local sup-
ply.” This is another evidence that the shipment of
food must be the constant concern of all friends of
Spanish Democracy, and of all humanitarians who
cannot contemplate unmoved the spectacle of the
suffering of little children,

The Children's Colonies

The United Youth Committee to Aid Spanish
Democracy is also primarily concerned with the
welfare of children. A $500 fund for the establish-
ment of a home for children—the first to be financed
by Americans—was raised by this committee on
International Good Will Day, May 18th, when
enthusiastic young people agreed to forego one meal,
and contributed the money saved to create the fund.
Their colony is known as the Thomas Jefferson
Home for Children, and is far from the lines of
battle.

The home houses 20 children, The United Y outh
Committee regards its establishment as merely the
first step in an ambitious program of help for these
little ones, in which they are cobperating with the
International Committee for Codrdination of Aid
to Spain, whose headquarters are in Paris. T he mem-
bers of the United Youth Committee, according to
Nancy Bedford-Jones, its executive secretary, are
carrying on an extensive publicity campaign to raise
funds for the installation of as many of these homes
as possible. They have ascertained that there are
any number of villas empty, in regions safe from
bombs, readily convertible to their purposes if only
the money can be procured to start them going.
Three groups of young people have pledged them-
selves to establish homes far 20 children each within
a short time: the American Student Union will
found the Jack Londen home, the Young People's

Socialist League the Norman Thomas home, and the
Phl-]:u,lq*];ﬂlin L1r.'1|1r:|':| t_lf I:]m Ur:ftt:([ ‘I"ullth Commit-
tee the Betsy Ross home, At this time of wnting,
there are excellent prospects of further activities
along the same lines, though they have not yet
materialized into pledges.

The Medical Burean

[t would be impossible to overemphasize the
importance of the part played in this struggle by the
Medical Bureau to Aid Spanish Democracy. This
organization, whose national chairman is Dr. Walter
B. Cannoh, of Harvard Medical School, and whose
executive secretary iz Dr. William J. Crookston,
retired Colonel in the United States Army Medical
Corps, has many units all over the country. Under
its auspices, in January of this year the first group
of 16 surgeons and nurses went to Spain. With
Dr, Edward H. Barsky, New York surgeon, in
charge, this group established the first American
Base Hospital in Albacete, 50 miles from Madrid.
Before May Ist, three more proups of surgeons,
nurses and technicians had been sent to Spain, in
charge respectively of Dr. John Jacob Posner, New
York oral surgeon; Dr, Donald H. Pitts, former
army surgeon of Elk City, Oklahoma; and Dr. A,
Ettleson, brain surgeon of the Chicago Loyola Uni-
versity Medical School,

Up to the time of writing, 24 more surgeons and
nurses have gone to Spain under the Medical Bu-
reau’s auspices, the number of surgeons, nurses and
technicians now totalling 88. They have established
three base hospitals 50 miles from the Madrid front,
one hospital in the Basque country, and one mobile
hospital, which with three surgeons, four nurses,
and two ambulance drivers, follows the Cordoba
front line,

Raising Money

For all these activities, it has been necessary to
raise money : and the methods of doing it have been
in many cases ingenious, and the effort in every case
untiring. Innumerable parties have been held in
private homes, with an admission fee asked, and
entertainment of various sorts at further charge
Collections are taken at some of these parties; and
prominent artists have in several cases contributed
pictures, which have been auctioned off, materially
augmenting the proceeds. Theatre and film benefirs

Herbert Kline, American writer and editor, interviewing wounded Loyalist soldiers in S pain
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Collecting funds for Spain

have been given. Prominent persons, such as Lord
Dudley Marley, deputy speaker of the British House
of Lords, and André Malraux, whose novels have
placed him high in the ranks of contemporary
writers, vet who did not hesitate to fight in the
ranks of the Spanish Loyalists, have been guests at
dinners where considerable sums have been raised.
Never a day passes but one’s mail is heavy with
announcements of benefits, mass meetings, and
parties of one sort or another, picnics, boat rides,
lawn parties, and dances. And in spite of the sum-
mer heat, in spite of the weariness which one might
expect, the response remains gratifyingly cordial.

That is why the Medical Bureau has been able
to send, along with its personnel and its ambulances,
the much-needed ether; gangrene, tetanus and
diptheria antitoxin; hypodermic needles; absorbent
cotton, bandages, and so on, without which supplies
the efforts of the doctors and nurses would be in vain.
And that is why, too, up to May lst alone, the
MNorth American Committee was able to send 250,-
000 pounds of used clothing; 53,000 pounds of used
shoes: 12,000 pounds of new clothing, coats, sweat-
ers, raincoats (manufactured free of labor cost,
through the aid of the Trade Union Committee) ;
560,000 pounds of condensed and evaporated milk
and baby foods; 350,000 pounds of flour; and 250,-
000 pounds of coffee, sardines, peas, chicken brath,
and other canned and dried foods.

Educating the Public

Not for a moment do the workers in behalf of
Spanish Democracy forget the need to keep the real
issue in Spain squarely before the American people.
“These are not ordinary men dying,” wote one of
the American nurses from a hospital in Spain.
“These are not ordinary men dying,” wrote one of
real struggle for you and for me, for the Spanish
people and the liberty and Democracy of the whole
world,” For, incredible though it may seem, there
is a surprisingly large number of persons, and often
well-meaning persons at that, who greet discussions
of the Spanish strife with an indifferent shoulder-
shrug. There iz not a worker in the Spanish cause
who has not been told, more than once: “Spain is
so remote.  What is going on there doesn't touch my
{(Continued on page 24)



MERICAN listeners to EAQ,
short-wave station in Madrid,
will be glad to know that it

is back on the air again after a short
period of silence for repair, overhaul
and increase of power. The new call
letters are EAR, but the wave length,
which for months has baffled effores
of German stations to jumble the
broadcasts, remains the same at 31.65
méters.

News bulleting are prezented in
English every night from 7:30 to 7:45
P.M., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.
On the Tuesday and Friday evening
programs Ralph Bates, English author
of The Olive Field and Lean Men,
acts as special commentator.

The Madrid station has been 2
voice crying in the wilderness of con-
flicting reports on the Spanish strug-
gle. It broadcast the first news that
German and Italian planes had de-
stroyed Guernica. This aroused the
Berlin and Rome stations to such a
pitch of frenzy that they rushed on
the air immediately afterward with
ridiculous “news” programs in Eng-
lish declaring that the city had been
soaked with kerosene and burned by
the Loyalists themselves.

Pranks of the Networks

NNOUNCEMENT that the Co-
lumbia  Broadcasting  System
grossed over $12,000,000 during the
first five months of 1937, coupled with
the network’s liberal money-splurge on
a summer Shakespeare Cyele, its con-
struction of a palatial “home” for KNX
(1ts Los Angeles station), and its plan
for an even more elaborate structure to
house WABC in New York, has given
rise to a fresh crop of rumors that CBS
is suffering from an embarrassment of
riches,

While NBC is able to plough part
of its excess earnings back into RCA—
its shaky affiliate—Columbia has no
similar way of hiding the fact that jts
net profits are out of all proportion to
its assets—which consist mainly of
“free” air, \

Realizing that a shakeup of the
Federal Communications Commission
is in the offing, that a possible Senate
investigation of radio stands not far
back of that, and that President Wil-
liam 8. Paley's income-tax return is
being looked at skeptically in Wash-
ington, CBS is doing everything pos-
sible to spend money, and spend it
fast,

The precipitate announcement by
both CBS and NBC of simultaneous
Shakespeare series this summer has
elements which might provide the
Bard of Avon with material for a new
comedy 1f he were alive!

The most charitable way of looking
at the mixup is to believe that since
great minds flow in the same channels,
officials of both chains hit upon the
idea at the same moment and rushed
into  print without checking each

12
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other’s plans, The idea that cutthroat
competition was involved also bears
Ef}nbl[itriit[l]]].

Be that as it may, the result is that
every Monday night listeners in all
parts of the United States can now
pick up two distinct and different
Shakespeare plays by switching from
one network to the other around 9:00
P.M., Eastern Daylight Saving Time.

At this writing John Barrymore,

. who plays most of the leads for NBC's

prudut:tiﬂns, hns made a mess of
Hamlet and turned out a fine job as
Richard IIT; Columbia, which starts
it series on July 1Zth, is frantically
rewriting scripts and music to avoid
the mistakes its competitor has made:
while in order to cash in on the deluge
of publicity sent out by the networks,
WNEW, New York, has started a
third Shakespeare Cycle of its own.

Fariety sums up the whole situation
by remarking that this “will give the
Bard the new experience of turning
over in his grave two different ways
at once.”

All of which reminds us of what
happened recently when the privately-
owned network in Australia decided
that it was a good time for a revival of
interest in opera m the antipodes and
announced an elaborate series of pro-
grams beginning with A fda.

While officials were scurrying about
roundimg up the best singers whom
Australia affords, the competing gov-
ernment-owned network wired to Eu-
rope for the finest available recordings

T

of the opera and prepared to fight,

When the great night came both
chains aired Aida at the same hour,
The home-talent team retired in deep
l_‘-.".rt'lfuﬁinn and rhe |‘.lr[\'ﬂt{'1}'-th\'t'll"d Sra-
tions are now concentrating their at-
tention on the horse races and other
sporting events.

Some Plus Signs
PPARENTLY the idea for radio

versions of Shakespeare origi-
nated with the Columbia Workshop,
which has presented several experi-
mental versions of the Bard's works in
recent months,

Irving Reis, the young director of
the Workshop, has some novel ideas
about aerial dramatics and has been
attracting much attention with his
programs during the past year.

Sometimes his efforts are awful but
more often they make corking enter-
tainment, His recent dramatization of
Guy Endore’s novel, Babou#, is par-
ticularly to be commended. This story
of an heroic but unsuccessful slave
revolt in the French West Indies car-
ried a terrific wallop ar the climax,
while interest was considerably en-
hanced by the singing of an all-Negro
chorus headed by Clyde Barrie, Co-
lumbia’s finest baritone. Other, recent
Workshop productions have included
Archibald MacLeish's Fall of the City
and Albert Maltz's Red-Head Haker.

Another series of programs which
dares to touch on controversial sub-
jects is broadeast over WNYC, New

York, every Saturday evening at §
P.M., under the title e, the Living.
This cycle of anti-war plays opened
with a brilliant performance of Irwin
Shaw's Bury the Dead. Other pro-
ductions scheduled are Paths of Glory,
Miracle at Ferdun, Idiot's Delight and
Al f}ufﬂ' on the Western Front,

Labor News

LTHOUGH radio is making so
much money it doesn’t know
what to do with ir, officials have
been grumbling considerably of late
about efforts of their employees to win
increases in  their shamefully low
wages with the help of the C.1.O.

Against the earnest advice of CBS
President Paley, the Association of
Columbia Broadcast Technicians, a
company union, has dissclved in order
to affiliate with ju!'ln L. Lewis' fFroup,
the American Radio Telegraphises As-
sociation,

C.I.O. pressure induced the RCA-
Victor Company at Camden, New
Jersey, to boost wages from three to
five cents an hour for its 8,500 em-
ployees.

Announcers and technicians of
WCAU in Philadelphia have won a
five-day, 40-hour week.

The Mational Radio Writers’ Guild
has been formed with a charter mem-
bership of 402 ; the Radio Artists Guild
of America announces that it now has
184 members in Hollywood alone ; and
the American Guild of Radio An-
noyuncers and Producers is making
rapid headway in New York, Phila-
delphia and other large cities.

On the other side of radio’s labor
ledger thiz month, the W.P.A. proj-
ect in New York has discharged 83
of the 204 capable actors and actresses
heard on 11 worthwhile programs this
season. And WFIL and WDAS,
Philadelphia, acted as strikebreakers for
the Evening Bulletin when that news-
paper's staff went on strike. The sta-
tions carried vastly augmented news
reports and presented numerous spokes-
men for the employers but none for
the waorkers,

A genuine effort to straighten out
the chaos into which Cuban broadcast-
ing has fallen was made by delegates
of the :fmfiacif.-u de Radio-Emisores
during their recent convention in New
York.

At present Havana has 35 tiny sta-
tions while the rest of the island boasts
25 more. Interference i terrific while
program directors depend mainly on
phonograph records for their talent.

A new 25,000-watt station is be-
ing constructed in Havana, but im-
provement of other transmitters is
extremely difficult, due to the fact that
RCA and other electric companies
boost their prices for equipment to
outrageous heights when selling outside
the United Seates.

—{3EORGE SCOTT

August 1937, THE FIGHT

e g




e
=
%
L
)
[
-
n,
O
[
0,
[
W
=

THE FIGHT, August 1937




OMEWHERE in Spain, a Loy-
alist soldier or civilian falls, the
victim of Fascist fire. So much

blood is lost that medical or surgical
treatment without transfusing to re-
store the lost blood is unthinkable.
someone's blood must be given.

Multiply this instance by hundreds
and thousands and you see one of the
basic problems facing Spanish medicine,
!'11-"' th[\'.l.'c i\"- not [J]‘I[_'r" t]t:-_' lI'Il,ﬂ.‘ith}n |.:||-
quantity of blood needed, but time and
place. The records of dozens of hospi-
tals in the Madrid area show how many
times doctors and nurses gave their own
blood to comrades in need because there
was no time to wait to find a civilian
donor, On examining the records of
the Ocana hospital, I found that every
1["1‘.tnr, nursc ;:rui 1.5.':]:'!:1_'.1‘ an [l“: E.t-lﬁ
had given blood at least once, the ma-
jority two or three times, and one doc-
tor—a German exile with a body of the
strength of Jean Valjean—gave his
blood twelve times during the first
three months of the siege of Madrid.

The problem of blood transfusion
was solved on the Madrid front when
Dr. Bethune and his transfusing Cana-
dians stepped into the picture, extract-
ing, storing and transfusing “bottled
blood” with the same regularity and
efficiency that milk is delivered by your
tavorite milk company.

Direct transfusions are still given,
but for six months now the Canadian
“blood trust” has carried the most pre-
cious of all commodities to the hospitals
in and near Madrid. “Bottled blood”
has saved nearly a thousand Loyalist
lives in this one sector alone. Under
Dr. Bethune's leadership, the Cana-
dians, like their fellow messengers of
mercy in the American hospital and
ambulance units, have earned the ad-
miration and won the love of the peo-
ple to whose aid they have come.

A Movie on Medicine

N THE month of February, Géza
Karpdthi, a young Hungarian

cameraman, and I were asked to col-
laborate on making a film about the
Hispano-Canadian Blood . Transfusion
Institute, We accepted gladly, and put
in three months working in Madrd
Et]l{l. ag I1E:‘L|']'r:|.' fl'l]]lt:‘"\- .:I.'llh,l hl:l:"-I::liti!iﬁ LAl
the film, which has just been completed
under the skillful editorship of Paul
Strand and Leo T. Hurwitz of Fron-
tier Films.

Although the film was originally
conceived primarily as a record of the
Canadians’ blood-transfusion work, it
has grown in the making—and espe-
cially in the editing by Strand and Hur-
Karpathi and I found that the
“blood trust” could best be shown as
part of the “life behind the lines” work
of the rear guard that stands behind
the Lovalist forces of the central fronts.
Therefore, a good part of the film
(which will be 35 minutes sound and
dialogue in both 35 and 16 millimeter
versions) will deal with the life cen-

WitZ.
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Behind the lines in "Blood For Spain”

Movres

Life behind the lines in the Madrid area

proves exciting material for a film which

we can assure you is not Hollywood-made

tering around the transfusion units
rather than with the work itself.

Life behind the lines in the Madrid
area proved exciting material for a film.
In spite of the terror of the shellings
and bombings and the bloody front-
fighting, life, somehow, goes on. Scenes
in our film show young Spanish chil-
dren skipping ropes turned by members
of the International Brizade whoe have
just come out of the front Lines. Others
show children in trenches inside Madrid
that were used against the Fascists in
the Montana Barracks. Throwing
sand-filled old tin cans dymamitero
style, and shouting “Addante! Ad-
dante!” the kids l..'h:lr}‘;l: an lhu i:n.‘!;_g-
E]!JE]':‘.' J“:l:"'\-l'l-:‘-:H '||'|r'.||'i|1, 1;"“,"' rl‘:l.l l;lliﬁk:llﬁt'i
are at that moment hurling shells into
The determination of the
civilians to carry on in the face of ter-

Tlic_‘ |_'it_';.

ror proved for us the most impressive
aspect of the Loyalists’ strugple. No-
this civilian determination
expressed more strongly than in the giv-
ing of blaod,

where 15

Our film shows how these people line

up in queues before the Hispano-
Canadian Institute—more men, women
and children waiting to give their blood
for their fallen brothers at the front
than are needed. Day after day they
come, forming lines similar to the lines
that wait for bread and the little food
that is the lot of the Madrid ;mpu].‘u'q',
Mothers' and 1L'u|;_:|:t|_-:'.-'-. mothers and
sons, men too old to fight, boys too
voung . . . girl-friends coming to the
Institute together, telling us how glad
they are to give their blood. . . . Their
brothers and boy-friends are ar the
Perhaps their blood will save
their own! If not, someone else's lover
or brother, Seeing the volunteer blood-
donors day after day makes one realize
the truth of the saying that an army is

fronts.

as strong as its tear puard.

Pl’fh:ipﬁ the most unusual sections of
our film are the actual extraction and
transfusion scenes. In the extraction
scenes arm after arm is stretched out
for the blood to be drained. Curiously
enough, the outstretched arm and hand
moves almost exactly like an arm and

fist raised in the Loyalist salud. The
pressure of the arm-band and the nature
of the extraction cause the donor to
clench and unclench his fist. Thus,
symbolically, the act of blood-giving
expresses the full determination of
Loyalist Spain that “they shall not
pass.”

Dr. Bethune and Dr. Pitt and Anne
Taft of the American Hospital give a
life-saving “bottled blood™ transfusion
to a badly wounded Spanish soldier, in
one scene of the picture. Direct transfu-
sions are also shown, with the Spanish
doctors who work at the Canadian In-
stitute doing the transfusion.

Purpose of the Film

LTHOUGH the film is a general
one, dealing with life behind the
Loyalist lines rather than solely with
medical work; the main emphasis is on
the medical aid rendered by the Cana-
dian and American Units. The title
will probably be Blood For Spain. We
made the film primarily for the use of
the North American Medical Commit-
tee and the Canadian supporters of Dr.
Bethune's unit, but it is our hope that
it will prove an aid to all the various
groups and organizations who band
themselves together as friends of Span-
ish Democracy.

During the making of the picture,
we spent a great deal of time in the
hospitals. It is a terrible thing to be
with the war wounded day after day.
The horror of it grows with knowing
the sufferers. The people of Spain are,
literally, being hacked to pieces in the
fight to stop Mussolini and Hitler from
enslaving them. If the proceeds from
this film will, as we hope, aid greatly
in alleviating their suffering, it will
have served its purpose. Since both
Karpathi and I are returning to Spain
to work on another film before this one
receives its public release, we shall be
happy to receive, in care of THE FicaT,
letters of criticism or letters describing
the use of the film. We are especially
ecager to hear details of showings piven
to raise aid for Spain’s wounded.

—HErpERT KLINE

Spanish Earth
ORIS IVENS' film, The Spanish

Earth, with titles by Ernest Hem-
ingway, should be a bnockour. The
reels shown at the American Woriters
Congress indicate thar the picture will
have the authenticity, brilliant photog-
raphy and talented editing which char-
acterized The New FEarth and other
of Ivens' work. The story of the war
as it affects a village a few miles from
the front, photographed by a “crazy
Dutchman who goes into the front-line
trenches armed only with a camera and
takes the daily risks of an infantry cap-
tain"'—and  titled by our foremost
chronicler of the World War—The
Spanish Karth will be on the must list
of more than President Roosevelt, who
has already seen it. Tt will be on the
must list of America.—C. P.
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Out of Darkness

The story of the Spanish people from the Middle Ages to 1931 when the Republic
was born . . . The mad Hapsburgs . . . The landlord, church and army . . .
Napoleon . .. The Bourbons . . . Primo de Rivera . . . The struggle of the people

By Roberto Rendueles

ILLUSTRATED BY WILL BARNET

OFR MORE than 450 years the
Spanish people have been victims
_ of exploitation and misgovern-
e T e F ment. Over two centuries of mad and
' half-mad Hapsburgs were followed by
two centuries more of Bourbon rulers,
about whom the less said the better.
Those who are interested in such mor-
bid subjects are referred to a book
'+ about the Bourbons called Pathological
i hrr;!{.lr_f Cl'l’l i I)t‘gfﬂfrl‘?ff l")}'?!ﬂif}'. fl‘hl:
# landlords, the Church and the Army,
a very small minority, have joined forces
to keep the nation in a state of feu-
dalism.

But although the people were ground
down in ignorance and misery, the
Spaniard has always possessed a vitality
and spirit of independence, which have
t been the admiration of men who have
visited Spain even in the darkest periods
of her history. Napoleon tried to con-
4 quer Spain in 1808. He thought, ac-
dl cording to a letter to one of his mar-

' chals, that he probably would need some
12,000 men for the invasion. Although
he did take Madrid and finally Sara-
gossa, after an eight-month siege, his
Spanish adventure cost him 300,000
men, and paved the way for his ulti-
mate doom.

The Cadiz Parliament

7 The Spanish liberals of that time
assembled in Cadiz and established the
Cortes de Cadiz (the Cadiz Parlia-
ment). They proclaimed the rights of
¢ man and enacted a constitution greatly
limiting the royal power, granting man-
hood suffrage, imposing universal taxa-
tion, and abolishing the Inguisition.
After Napoleon's fall Ferdinand V11
returned to Spain. He i one of the
most despicable fipures in Spanish his-
tory. The people expected much from
him. He had an opportunity to rebuild

el
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his country, but he preferred to betray
it. He restored the old régme in all
itz glory, imprisoning the liberal lead-
ers, sweeping the constitution aside, re-
calling the Jesuits and regestablishing
the Inquisition. No wonder Spanish
historians ransack the dictionary for
opprobious adjectives when referring to
him,

"Holy Intervention™

The people revolted against Fer-
dinand VII. They demanded the
restoration of the rights which they
had so dearly bought. Ferdinand was
ready to yield, and went so far as to
say: “Let us advance, myself leading
the way along the constitutional path.”
He convoked the Cories (Parliament)
in order to discuss a new constitution.
However, the Holy Alliance, under the
domination of the Czar Alexander 1 of
Russia, feared that Spain might become
a Democracy and thus endanger their
despotic grip on Europe. They per-
mitted Louis XVIII of France to send
an army of 100,000 into Spain, and the
old order was saved. 40,000 constitu-
rionalists were imprisoned. It was an-
other triumph for reaction.

There are very few instances in his-
tory of a more horrible reign of terror
than that which followed. Riego, El
Empecinado, Torrijos and other lovers
of freedom were executed. All uni-
versities were closed, Ferdinand VII
ended his disgraceful career by abolish-
ing the Salic Law, thus making his
daughter Isabella heiress to the throne.
At his death, his brother Don Carlos
aleo elaimed the threne. The dispute
between them led to the Carlist War,
which lasted seven years, bringing much
destruction and misery, The Catholic
Church supported Don Carlos, priests

(Continwed on page 29}
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E APPROACHED an American base hos-
pital in Spain—formerly one of King
Alfonso’s loveliest villas. To the north and
west of the adjoining estates was a countryside dot-
ted with olive trees, Rich grain fields extended far
into the distance, disappearing in a snow-capped
mountain range that marked the horizon to the
south and east. The white mountain tops seemed
designed to match the bright white stone of the
villas and the tiny whitestone village nestling in a
break in the cool, green olive trees. Even the sight
of a hundred-odd peasants smoothening the rough
road leading to the Madrid-Valencia highway, could
not ;Itrst‘rf_:].' the trru'u]ufl j}i.{"rl.]:l'ﬂ'-bﬂﬂk qil:l].'it:.' of the
panorama.

Inside the willa's preat central courtyards, how-
ever, the nearness of the war was brought home
sharply. Here the Stars and Stripes and the colors
of the Spanish Republic floated together over Amer-
ica's modern way of life and its mechanical mes-
sengers of mercy. Odd little donkey-carts competed
with carefully camouflaged American trucks and
ambulances for the right of way into the crushed-
stone courtvards that once knew the hooves of fine
horses returning with their noble masters from long,
pine-shaded bridle paths. In the rooms and halls
opening on the central square, peasants from the
collective that haz operated the former royal do-
main since the July rebellion labored side by side
with convalescent Loyalist soldiers and American
medicos.

As I entered the villa's courtyard, Pierre Quiznes,
ambulance driver, cried, “Come on, give us a
hand.” I hustled over, *Climb in and meet Raven
betfore you help me carry him upstairs,” Pierre said.

A Wounded Volunteer

I climbed into the ambulance hesitantly. Before
I could speak, the young, blinded American volun-
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teer raised his hand, fumbling for mine, and said,
“Hello, Kline. I'm Raven. [ heard you were com-
ing to see me. I've been trying to remember if we
ever met hefore.”

I clasped his groping fingers in my hands as he
said, “I guess you can't see enough of my face under
all this bandaging to tell if you know me.”

“You're right, Raven,” I answered, searching for
words that wouldn’t hurt. “Guess we can’t tell
until they get that bandage off you."

“Have you a good memory for faces?” he asked,
and I wondered what words wouldn’t bring up the
subject of sight to a boy whose eves had been splat-
tered outr on the soft brown earth of Morata only
three weeks before.

“¥es," T answered, barely restraining the expres-
sion, “once I see a face I never forget ir.”

“I Can’t Take It"

We talked a while and found that we had a
mutual friend. “When you write iln:l'l{'., tell him
helle for me and thm: I'u |]t'f_{in u-fhin}_: ;Igﬂill snan."
Raven said, “Tell him that I'm getting on O.K.”

“0.K." I answered dully, looking ar the burned,
swollen, pain-bitten lips visible just under the ban-
dages that covered his explosion-scarred face and
burned-out eyes.

“Well, not O.K, vet,” the blind boy added. “But
I'll be back at work within three weeks, tell him.
It's my legs that are bad off, you know, I'll get
used to my eves being gone in a little while 1 sup-
pose, but I can’t do any work with my legs like
this. Guess I'll have to lie in bed for a few weeks
more before I can get up and start doing some use-
ful work."”

I couldn’t say anything.

“C'mon,” said Pierre. “You feel rested enough
now for us to carry you in, don’t you, Raven old
boy ¥

Here is the story of what one Ame:
a hospital in Spain established wit)
Raven, a Pittsburgh boy who gave
ish people might be free . . . The s

By Herber

ILLUSTRATED BY

“Sure,” Raven answered. “I'm rested enough.
Just be careful. The left leg isn't so0 bad now, but
the right one feels twisted in the cast. [ get scary
when anvone gives it a tiny jerk. . . . Guess I can’t
take ir."

As Pierre drew back the blankets, I could see the
burned, scabby, shrapnel-scarred left leg, shrunk to
a thinness of skin over bone, and the whitish plaster-
thickness of the shattered right leg. I helped Pierre
arrange a soft pillow under Raven's legs. Then
we carried him upstairs into a bright sunny room.

“T'm glad vou came to see me, Kline,” Raven
said, as soon as we got him into bed. “Did you
bring something good to read to me?”

“Sure I did,” I answered, lying without shame,
groping for something to say before he could ask me
what book I had brought. “If vou'll find it inter-
esting, I'll read vou the scenario of an anti-war film
that we're making about the Canadian Blood
Transfusion Institute.”

“That’ll be swell. I've always wanted to know
what a movie scenario is like. But I'm a bit tired
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Hospital

e American writer and editor saw in
ed with our help . . . Meeting with
0 gave his eyesight so that the Span-

The story of mercy and Democracy

rbert Kline

3Y WILLIAM WESTLEY

now,” Raven added. *Could you read it to me
later, after I get a little sleep?”

“Sure enough. I'll be glad to get your criticism
of it,” I answered, deciding then and there to stay
over and read to Raven rather than return to
Madrid after supper as [ had planned.

“Talk about guts!” Pierre said as we walked
downstairs together.

I was too stunned to answer. I walked off
through the busy courtyard, eager to get away
from people for a few minutes at least. “Salud,
Yank!" a voice called from among the peasants.
[ looked up and saw a tall, gangly soldier with a
small parden-spade that looked like a child’s toy in
his hands.

The American Language
“Salud,” I answered half-heartedly, and then was
shaken out of my mood by the directness of the
challenge : “You'd better take the lead out of your
can, Yank, if you expect to get to My Lord’s castle
and back in time for supper.”

THE FIGHT, August 1937

“Thanks, mate,” I countered. “And who might
you be, calling me Yank and giving advice in the
language of the country of Mr. Morgan?"

“Tust a wounded Canuck trying to get my lousy
hand exercised into shape again by scratching the
hard soil of Spain with this toothpick,” he answered,
and after a few minutes we were walking along
together down the bridle path to the second villa
two kilometers away.

Within half an hour, the Canadian was showing
me about, introducing me to his fellow-wounded
at the villa. Here were quartered over a hundred
Loyalists, men well on the way to recovery, living
testimony of the effectiveness of the medical care
that had healed their war-torn bodies.

The Canadian was an 1'3:-\?:1[’3]}]}' named Ryan.
An explosive buller had shredded the sinews of his
left wrist. The doctors had done a skillful job and
with the exercise he was getting, he hoped to handle
a rifle again soon. 1 met his two closest buddies,
an Italian-American fur-worker named Fraccini and
a voung Spanish peasant boy named Morales.
Fraccini had received one bullet through his left
shoulder and another through the small of his back
when he charged Mussolini’s men ar Guadalajara
as a member of the famed Garibaldi Battalion.
Morales' nose was creased with a long, healing scab
!||:Lt -:m-en-:! a 'l.'|.'t:|ur'|d f:'::m i 1'-1.1]]:-.: t|!1at h.'nl Tii:tl-
cheted from his trench helmet, missing a fatal
lodging-place in his brain or eyes.

Like Raven, the three men spoke of “getting back
inta action.” They were going back into the front
Eiﬂ:{"ﬁ 45 S00n as th{:i]' '\."n'"'.ll'l‘ll.:";- \'-'(Il,ll[i []l'.l.'ll:l'l.jr. !.]IL;.L'
everyone else in Spain, all three had their own spe-
cial theories on the course the war would take.

With the Medicos

When 1 returned to the first villa, the doctors,
nurses and drivers were seated, drinking light wine,

“Somebody’s birthday?” I asked.

"Hc].', don't mention b:irthdri._vs around here,” Dr,
Barsky said, then explained: “Last time we cele-
brated a birthday, two weeks ago tonight, we were
sitting around like this when the lights went out
after three warning flickers. A moment later, the
Fascist bombers started blasting hell out of us.
They didn't hit the hospital, but they killed and
injured quite a few townspeople in the little square
just outside.”

“Talk about something else, will you?” one of
the nurses said apprehensively,

“Don’t let him think you're scared, Anne, or he'll
put it in an article back home,” another nurse
commented.,

Not much chance of scaring this gang, I thought,
and sat down to share the wine with the doctors
and nurses. As we sipped the pood red wine,

waiting for supper to be served, talking freely and
informally, I got a picture of the life and thoughts
of the American medical workers in Spain.

One nurse spoke of the time the whole unit had
worked forty straight hours after a heavy day's
fighting at the front. “We worked on, hour after
hour, thinking the end must come some time, But
the wounded kept piling in—many of them in open
trucks, for want of ambulances. Finally, we just
accepted the situation as unchanging. As long as
the drivers kept piling them in, we kept up the
work. We'd look through each new load of
wounded, pick out the ones that were most badly
”‘ﬁ. {t]zlg Illﬂ'n] 'il'ltl) lh{: opl_'l‘.'ltil:'lg-l‘ﬂ:m'l :tr]d. {lﬂ \\'l‘!ﬁt
we could.”

“Yes, that was a terrible night," added Harry
Wilkes, the pharmacist. “Remember how the lights
went out when Doe Barsky was halfway through
that tough stomach operation on the Englishman "

A Miracle of Surgery

“I certainly do,” said Anne Taft, the nurse who
had been in charge of the operating-room that night.
“That was some job, finishing the operation under
searchlights. I think the recovery of that English-
man was the greatest miracle ['ve seen. We all
thought he was a hopeless case. [ guess Doc Barsky
was as surprised as the rest of us to see him pull
through, What a brave chap he was. . . "

“l got a letter from him saying he misses us,
much as he likes that seashore hospital where they
sent him,” another nurse added.

The I_‘:l”: went on :irmlm_[ ﬂm t:!hle, a5 our peasant
friends brought in our meal of soup, beans, potatoes
and fish. 1 heard about the brave little miliciana
girl of sixteen who was brought in with a severe
scalp-wound, and was furious when she learned dur-
ing her convalescence that she wouldn’t be allowed
to return to the front lines again. [ heard the story
of the Indian youth from America who was now
recovering in a base hospital in Madrid from a
severe stomach-wound received in an attack in which
he lost his brother. The two Indians, 1 was told,
had arrived in September to help the Loyalists.
After fighting for months without injury, they were
both shot down in one heavy burst of machine-pun
fire. I heard stories of men who had lost their
minds in the fighting, of others who had lost legs
and arms and eyes. And above all I heard of
Raven's bravery.

Reading to Raven
Immediately after supper several of us went up-
stairs. Raven was expecting us. “5it close beside
me and read slowly so I don't miss anything,” he
asked. I read the scenario slowly, carefully, adding
{Continued on page 24)
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Pamphlets on Spain

HE SPANISH situation was
made to order for the pam-
phleteers. Here was a country
that was as incomprehensible to most
Americans as South America or the
Balkans. The events further
complicated for us by the fact that the
major nations of Europe had taken
sides in the Spanish conflice. One set
of partisans said the Rebels were de-
fending the Church against the Reds,
and the other, that the Government was
defending Democracy against a mil-
itary-Fascist junta supported with men
and arms by Germany and Italy.
Before we go on to those pamphlets
that tell what the Spanish situation is,
let us see what the Spanish situation fs
not. Is the People’s Front Government
of Spain a Communist government?
Sefior Marcelino Domingo, former
Minister of Education, has told us in
answer to this question (Spain’s De-
mocracy Talks to America, Interview
with Spanish Leaders, by Harry F.
Ward and A. A. MacLeod, American
]-_. :;I_E'I_I.E‘ .'q.f_{:!i-]'ln.\,‘it R"rilr :[l'“,'l. I“Eli{‘:‘igl'ﬂr ;
cents) : “The parties of the People's
Front form an indivisible whole, with
but one present aim: to save the Re-
public and our republican laws.™ Is it
anti=-Church? Sefior Antonio Lara,
former Minister of Justice, has said
(same source) : “As long ago as 1851,
a Concordat was reached between the
King of Spain and the Pope whereby
the religious orders which might legally
éxist in Spain were limited to three.
Due to the opposition of the religious
orders, which wished to protect their
wealth and power, this Concordat was
never carried out till the Republic
ERINE. . = = .;'HS f{'l}’ Eliﬂ_" PI‘('rp]t'l'i ]“H:IE'IT
Government, it wished no quarrel with
the Church but reappointed the Spanish
ambassador to the Vatican, . . .” Asa
matter of fact and record, many of the
priests and even higher officials in the
Catholic Church of Spain have been
imprisoned and even executed by the
Rebels because they were faithful to
their vows and the Government, and
were shocked by the outrages of the
Fascists ( Catholics and the Civil W ar
in Spain, Workers Library Publishers,
5 cents).
Hubert C. I'{t‘l'f;l]l_{ l:q';;l.ﬁ.r.r.;rr.' Batile-
grn:{nn’ rJ-,Ir IJ:'H‘JI‘.HTHF}'_, l:uur:u:i] for 54::-
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cial Action, 10 cents), an outstanding
Protestant layman and publicist, has
shown in a well-balanced summary of
the Spanish conflict that the People's
Front Government did not constitute a
threat against religious liberty in Spain
—only againzt entrenched reaction and
the oppressive feudal princes, among
whom were included ranking officials
of the Church as well as secular land-
lords. The medieval social system that
existed in Spain at one time covered all
of Europe; it was unique only because
it lasted through to the present day.
Mr. Herring, and other writers of the
Foreign Policy Association (Earopean
Diplomacy in the Spenish Crisis, Vera
Micheles Dwean; Spain: Issues Belind
the Conflice, Charles A. Thomson;
Spain: Civil W ar, Charles A. Thom-
son, 25 cents each), have provided the
details necessary for an understanding
of the background of the Fascist msur-
rection. Harry F. Ward, national
chairman of the American League, has
added to these aids a brilliant analysis
of the Fascist International which is
supplying arms and men to the Rebel
leader Franco. (The Fascist fnterna-
tional, American League Agaimst War
and Fascism, 2 cents).

Recent writings, chiefly in mimeo-

graphed and printed releases and In
occasional magazine  articles, have
shown, also, that Germany and Irtaly
are after concrete winnings as a result
of their part in the war. The Union of
Democratic Control, of London, has
published a pamphlet, Germany Tells
the Forld, from which we quote:

Thus, whether regarded as a jumping-off
5_-.'-1'::':'4'_ for 1:_;-:'|||'|:|.:|'.'_'."1:< :’~'.|'I:Ij.'|.'1: m the Medi-
terranean; 45 a country rich in copper, iron
ore and mercury essential for the Mazi arma-
ment programmes; or a3 a link in the chain
of encirclement she is forging round France,
Spain is important to the Third Reich. Mus-
solini's friendship with Hitler—temporary
though it may be—gives thése two dictators
the chance of dividing the Mediterrancan
{111.3 .'|'-||;_-r;_'5 <|[ il'lﬂllmh‘.l.:. This 15 EEI-IE! main
reason why both Dictators have considered
it good tactics to help General Franco.

Tue Ficur of July, 1937, stated
that Iraly wants iron and a monopoly
on mercury, and Germany needs cop-
per and other raw materials for its re-
armament program. If there is any
doubt about the existence or the extent
af Tralian apgression, the White Book
submitted by the Spanish Government
to the League of Nations Assembly is
now available, in summary as released
to the Geneva press, for all to read
(Italian dggression in Spain: Docu-

“Even schools? Certainly! If not, how can we tell the world these barbarians have no
culture? " —From "Thirty Caricatures of the War"

ments, Union of Democratic Control,
twopence).,

Fortune magazine, which is far from
democratic in its appeal and in its em-
phasis, has reprinted in pamphlet form
(The Struggle in Spain, 5 cents) a
comprehensive journalistic recital of the
Spanish situation. The following ap-
pears in that pamphlet:

Hitler and Musse had been swelling and
blowing on the Rhine and in Ethiopia for
some years, but prior to the Spanish war
I_I‘l{:r .;-w::-!'-n;; and ||||'-w:|||: had been dirh'L'!l'l[
against Pussia or against the Jews or against
such remote figures as Haile Selassie, They
had sneered at democratic institutions but
they had not actually attacked a democratic
government. MNow suddenly they were sup-
porting, if they had not actually engineered,
an attack upon a  government which was
republican and liberal in form.

Among the authentic sources of in-
formation upon which most of us base
our opinions are the Manchester
Guardian; Lawrence A. Fernsworth, a
Catholic and a correspondent for the
York Times and the London
Times, and Walter Duranty and Frank
L. Kluckhohn, both of the New York
Times. All of these sources and more
are quoted in Spain (American Friends
of Spanish Democracy, 10 cents), and
other proof and “exhibits” are to be
found m The Crime of General
Frapco (North American Committee
to Aid Spanish Democracy, 10 cents).

MNew

What is now happening in Spain has
been deseribed from a distance l‘J!.-' many.
But there are also on-the-spot stories,
as presented by Joseph Cadden (8pain
—rgz0, International Youth Commis-
gion, 3 cents), who was one of several
voung men and women who wvisited
Spain last fall after the close of the
World Youth Congress in Geneva; and
stories as told by victims of the Rebel
bombardments (It's Happening in
Spain, International Labor Defense, 5
k‘t‘['l'[:i::l.. A k‘HT(I“:Ir'_I.' of the Eu'tl]:lt:m of
reducing the suffering of those who are
in Spain is that of providing for those
numberless men, women and children
whose homes were occupied or destroyed
by the Fascist forces (The Situation of
the Refugees in Spain, International
t;'.ll'{"i:l.il. EUT tlll.'!" R[:_EE” ‘_I"E ."II..,'C}'IH[TI E“"I'.I
Aid to Political Refugees, Paris).

It is well to remember that, despite
the factional disputes that threatened
to end the common front with which
the Spanish people opposed the Fasests,

August 1937, THE FIGHT

gl

e




it is the People’s Front Government
that has made it possible to hold the
Fascists at bay. Among the most vigor-
ous supporters of the Popular Front are
the Communists (Spain and the Peo-
ple’s Front, G, Dimitrov, 3 cents; The
Spanish Revolution, M. Ercoli, 5 cents:
Spain  Defends Democracy, Harry
Gannes and G. Marion, 5 cents: Lenin
and Spain, Earl Browder, 1 cent: How
the Soviet Union Helps Spain, Harry
Gannes, 5 cents).

Finally, to illustrate what cannot be
described adequately with words, no
matter how well they are put together,
there are at least three vivid photo his-
tories which have proved their value.
One (The Crime of Guernica, North
American Committee to Aid Spanish
Democracy, 10 cents) deals with one
episode of the war, showing the major
role the German Nazi forces played in
the razing of Guernica. Spain: The
Spanish FWar in  Pictures (United
Youth Committee to Aid Spanish De-
mocracy, 10 cents) attempts to give a
more comprehensive picture of what is
happening in Spain, but the most im-
portant series of pictures which give a
running story of the whole Spanish
situation is ¥ ar in Spain (35 cents),
the first special quarterly number of
Photo-History magazine.

One of the most encouraging things
in the reports of those who have been
on the scene is the almost universal
conviction that the Government will
put down the Rebels, The distinguished
scientist, J. B. 5. Haldane, who con-
tributed a vacation period to advise the
people of Madrid on defense against
gas attacks, 15 no less certain that the
people will win the war ( Thir s Sra-
tion EA(Q, Canadian Committee to
Aid Spanish Democracy, Toronto) :

The Spanish people are going to win. The
only question is how many will be murdered
{murder is the correct word) by German and
‘Jtali:m bombs and shells before the victory
15 won.

—Franwk B. BLUMENFIELD

The Nazi Régime

THE SPiRiT AND STRUCTURE OF GER-
MAN Fascisn, by Robert 4. Brady;
413 pages: The Fiking Press; $3.00.

HIS WORK contains the ma-

terial for an appraisal of what

the Nazis are attempting to do in
Germany. Mr. Brady thinks that if any
sense is to be made out of the various
plans, programs, terrorisms, shibboleths,
war-cries of the Nazis, the whole thing
must be approached by asking: Who
profits from the present régime? His
ANSWer iS -

“The J'Egi:'n-:\ which the MNazis pro-
ceeded to establish iz fairly described,
by the very nature of the major interest
which sponsored it, as a dictatorship of
monopoly capitalism. Its ‘fascism’ is
that of business enterprise organized on
a monopoly basis, and in full command
of all the mi][t:u:';.-, p{r]ice, :|L'1_{El.]J and
propaganda power of the state,” Cer-
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Loyalist sailors watching enemy planes

tainly from Brady's documentation it
appears that the “National Socialism”
in Germany is a rather desperate effort
to preserve private business enterprise
as it existed just prior to the Nazis'
capture of the state. It seems that Big
Business has been the only class whose
activities have not been seriously inter-
fered with. The study should be par-
ticularly enlightening to those who
think of Fascism as the triumph of the
middle class or the small business-man.

Nearly all the elements of the present
Mazi régime were present in Germany
before the coup detat. Mr. Brady re-
veals the manner in which these factors
were exploited to the advantage of the
business groups. The idea of Nordic
supremacy, for example, was used not
nn]}' to intd_',nﬁl'f}' (German chauvinism
but also was interpreted to mean that
event within Germany there are certain
individuals naturally superior to others,
As this works out in practice it means;
“Labor Must Follow Where Capital
Leads.” Labor must endure a lowered
standard of living and turn its attention
to “spiritual™ values in order that Ger-
manic {capitalist) culture may survive.

The chapters on the Nazi policy
toward labor and the peasant reveal
that more attention is being paid to
immunizing opposition and leftist ten-
dencies among the underlying popula-
tion than to improving standards of liv-
ing. Apparently there is no solution to
the farm problem by reviving small
farms and fixing the peasant to the
soil. But from the standpoint of con-
trolling the rural workers and isolat-
ing them from the urban proletariat the
agricultural program is significant. The
go-called Labor Front seems to be a de-
vice whereby employees are controlled
for national purposes which again seem
tu be business purposes. Of course, the
Nazi régime works against “‘unfair”
and “illegal” business enterprise and
to that extent “controls” employers.
But thizs is a control, while distasteful
to some, that is considered necessary by
Big Business itself for the sake of pre-
serving capitalism. But it is necessary
to go directly to the book to see what
this control means in practice for labor,
education, the arts, the position of wom-
en, science, the press,

The book contains a much needed
emphasis on the imminence of Fascism
in the United States but there is little
as to what can be done about it. A
plea for the preservation of Democracy
will be well received in all quarters

but the trouble is, nothing is said about
how to preserve it. 1 think Brady has
not explained the means by which the
Mazis accomplished their coup d'etat.
Despite this, the book will give a thor-
ough and authoritative account of what
a rule by monopoly capitalism means.
The Spirit and Structure of German
Fascism is an indispensable manual for
understanding the nature of the world's
economic system today.
—Donarp McConNELL

Catching the Kaiser

Our Gavvant Mapness, by Fred-
erick Palmer; 320 pages; Doubleday
Doran and Company; $2.50.

1 HE ADULT young man
may not think that he will
be among the killed or maimed

when he goes to war. This will be
the fate of someone else, since there
must be killed and maimed. But grant-
ing he escapes, the others who do not
are his concern in the common concern
of the whole. . . . In the World War
.« «» he fought in the biggest killing
spree in all history, . . ." Colonel
Palmer iz a man who calls a spade
precisely what it is. In his present
book he gives us an excellent account
of the mechanics of how the United
States was dragged into the War inch
by inch by Allied propaganda. He
demonstrates how after that an organ-
ization was built up that, had it been
a peace-time effort, would certainly
have been denounced as “socialistic”
or ‘‘communistic” by the very same
people who made it technically pos-
sible that the A.E.F. “got over there,”
was “fed over there,” was “clothed
over there,” and in part killed “over
there.” ‘The most interesting thing
to me in Mr. Palmer's book—I am
not quite sure that he hoped for such
a reaction—is the fact that whatever
military success the American Expe-
ditionary Force had in France was due
to the collective effort in organization
that stood behind it. The author shows
brilliantly how a whole nation and its
resources were collectively mobilized
on behalf of a fictitious cause,

The Allied missions to the U.S5.A.
certainly sold a bill of goods: “Papa”
Joffre with his “Just come and show
the flag,” and the British with their
smooth diplomacy about “mutual eco-
And the press as-
PJI!l]‘lET‘.ﬁ d:iSk_'l]‘S-

interests.”
From Mr.

nomic
sisting,
sion it becomes clear that at least half
the dispatches in the entire American
press during the whole course of the
War, were plain lies.

All these things are revealed iIn
Colonel Palmer's book more by impli-
cation than by direct statement, for
the author can be called a liberal only
in the ]zlrgt':.-il,‘ inh‘.rpw?ah’un of the
word. But honest he is, and he shows
conclusively that the madness in the
fracas outwelghed the gallantry.
the book
are those speculations as to what the

The best paragraphs in

Unknown Soldier would feel today if
he should come to life again. They
are moving passages and a passionate
plea, “not to let it happen again.”
—Joranwes STEEL

The Trend of Culture

Taree Ways oF Mopern Maw, by
Harry Slochower; 240 pages; Interna-
tional Publishers: $1.30.

N THIS study of the literary

scene, the author describes our

present-day cultural movements
and indicates the directions they are
taking. Dr. Slochower uses the dialec-
tical method, whereby the various
works are seen exactly and in their
true relations to each other; and he
throws light on the basic unity—exist-
ing and maturing in spite of certain
deep differences—of art in the twen-
tieth century. His objective analysis,
which is free of all narrow factional-
ism, goes far to clarify the problem of
a “people’s literary front.”

The “three ways” are feudal social-
ism, as seen in Sigrid Undset’s Kristin
Lavransdatter: bourgeois liberalism, i
Thomas Mann's The Magic Moun-
tain: and socialist humanism, in Mar-
tin Anderson Nexi's Pelle the Con-
queror. These ways of thought have
been widely divergent, representing
what have been hostile social tenden-
cies. The political views embodied in
them have been hopelessly atr odds. But
in expressing their “ways” in works of
art, these great writers (sometimes in
spite of themselves) have revealed their
common concern with the human values
and problems of our time. The human
problems have often intruded into the
writer's work against his will, and
warred there with his l.:l:'m':'ul:'fmlﬂl}' held
political views; and where the writer is
a better artist than he is a political
thinker, his artistic integrity has tri-
umphed over his short-sighted polities.
There remains only to bring the politics
into agreement with the art.

The conflict berween the writer's so-
cial consciousness and the reactionary
political viewpoint which he is trying
to defend, is illustrated best in the
chapter on “Fascism and Culture.” In
a remarkable discussion of the writings
of self-styled Fascists, Dr. Slochower
points out; “Recent novels from Nazi
Germany, presumably upholding  the
Fascist idea, are illuminating in that
their art does precisely the opposite.”

In short, there can be no “Fascist
works of art.” All modern writers of
stature are F:r."rfr:.ﬂ]'uﬂy unitr:r.i, whether
they yet realize it or not. Each can con-
tribute to the culture of man. “The
argument is not for an indiscriminate
merging. . . . Yet, the plea is for a high-
e1 synthesis of elements that are analo-
gous in spirit,”

Three W ays of Modern Man can be
truly said to open a new vista of soli-
darity and growth to the writers and
readers of tu:i:qj‘.

—CuHarLEs PresTon

19




ple will

N AUGUST 7th we march
for peace.
Since last summer, when the

Fascist Franco attempted to overthrow
the Spanish republic, the American
League has been the engine organizing
and stimulating the progressive move-
ment in New York to support Spanish
Democracy. On August 7th, our Anti-
War Parade will be the greatest out-
pouring of the progressive people of
the city apainst war and Fascism,

To honor the heroism and the valor
of the Spanish people, we have ar-
ranged that the Spanish societies here
in New York take the place of honor
at the front of the line of march on
August 7th. In this way, the League
impresses upon the people of New York
City the importance for peace of the
anti-Fascist struggle of the Spanish
peaple.

Today -in Spain the army of the
democratic people is on the offensive.
The hour of victory will come, when
the interventionist hordes of Mussolini
and Hitler will be driven from Spain.

We too must take the offensive at
once—by contacting the organizations
in our neighborhood and inducing them
to march in the parade on August 7th.

With the Branches

E ARE carrving on an excellent

zampaign of outdoor meetings in
many parts of the city. Outstanding
work is being done by the Richmond
Hill Branch, Jamaica, and Jamaica
Youth Branch. At all their meetings
they must contend with organized heck-
ling and interference, but they achieve
excellent organizational results through
diplomatic handling of the situation.
Park Plaza Branch holds regular meet-
ings on a corner where American Labor
Party meetings were broken up with
horsewhips last year. Many Branches
are doing excellent work on the anti-
Nazi issues. Kings Highway Branch
had an outstanding meeting which re-
sulted from the wide distribution of an
excellent printed leaflet. The leaflet
bore a big black swastika with the word
SMASH above and THIS below the
symbol, The Ladies Garment Work-
ers Branch of the Leapue is co-sponsor-
ing a Yiddish anti-war, anti-Fascist
bulletin which should have a circula-
tion of 200,000 copies in the New York
Garment Center very shortly. Brook-
lyn Heights Branch met in a neighbor-
hood church, where an attractive pro-
gram on the anti-Nazi issues was held.
As a result of the meeting a neighbor-
hood Anti-Nazi Council is  being
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The big parade for Spanish Democracy and peace . .. Tens of thousands of peo-

march . . . The youth and women . . . Labor always at the wheel

formed on the Heights. Rockaway
Branch recently organized a delegation
of 150 people to protest the local ex-
hibition of an Italian Fascist newsreel,
The film was withdrawn. Without
resting on their oars the Branch organ-
ized a monster anti-Nazi rally on July
3rd. Ower 5,000 people heard the
radio-amplified address by Arthur Gar-
field Hays at the boardwalk. Riverside
Branch recently issued a unique leaflet
bearing a musical score from one of the
famous composers and an excellent anti-
Fascist message to the patrons of the
Stadium Concerts,

Our Yorkville Yourh Branch sells
plenty of copies of Tue FigHT just
outside the doors of the Hotel Astor
on Broadway, every Saturday night,
and insists that THE FigHT is the
greatest luminary on the Great White
Way. Eastern Parkway Youth Branch
formed a camera club. Washington
Heights Youth Branch holds outstand-
ing discussions. Each speaker “knows
his stuff,” by dint of careful research
for factual data. The discussions are
scholarly and meaty.

Our Youth Department attended the
American Youth Congress at Milwau-
kee, supported by ten delegates from
the League Branches, 30 delegates
from trade unions and two delegates
from the settlement houses. The De-
partment did a swell job in organizing
support for the Congress. Meetings
are 1}|:[:1g held t!'|1'ullg|lﬁm the l:il_1.' o
hear the delegates’ reports.

Our Cultural Department s plan-
rﬁng a |):i|g; sports event with a variety
of contests and games. Players of
bridge, ping-pong and chess are asked
to register. Swell prizes are going to
the winner in each event. League
poets and playwrights are planning to
meet once a month, The play contest
just ended has filled the coffers of the
Cultural Department with many new
plays, smashing in dialogue and dra-
matic effect.

An intensive campaign for Spain un-
der League auspices will be initiated
by a contest to mame the home for
Spanish children which we have
pledged to maintain. A high-light of
the campaign will be an exhibition of
model homes for Spanish children,
which we have invited the Federation
of Architects, Engineers and Techni-
cians to organize jointly with us.
Throughout the city, Branches are al-
ready planning parties, outings, bingo
games and other attractions to raise the
£3.112 needed to maintain one home
for 80 Spanish children for one year.

Mrs. Anna Center Schneiderman
and Mrs. Jeanette Turner recently or-
ganized a very successful picket line
around the Chrysler Building. A
large delegation of women ascended
to the skyscraper offices of the Repub-
lic Steel Company with their picket
signs and a resolution protesting the
violation of the civil rights of the
striking steel workers by the steel
barons. This excellent League project
displays the initiative which the
Women's Committee is always capable
of. The newspapers pave wide pub-
licity to the demonstration.

—JoserH PorTaL

Trade Unions

fT*HOSE who believe that Italian

workers will continue to support
Moussolini blindly will find it hard to
explain why the United Boot and Shoe
Workers of America, New York City
Council, and the majority of the Ital-
ian locals of the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing Workers of America stand at the
top of the list in the current campaign
to build the circulation of THE FicHT
among trade unionists. Hats off to
John Sala, National Organizer of the
Amalgamated Clothing Workers of
America, for his splendid cotiperation
which made the distribution of these
copies among [talian clothing-workers
possible,

The high spot of this month, so far
as we are concerned, was the meeting
of the MNurses, Hospital and Profes-
sional Employees Union, where 500
nurses welcomed back union-member
Lini Fuhr. She had spent the past
few months in Spain along with many

other members of the union. After
paying her back dues, Lini told the
meeting :

Every day hundreds of Spanish people
desert the Rebel army to join with the only
force that represents the Spamish people, the
Loyalist force. Though the suffering is in-
deseribable and the fiendish military tactics
of the Fascists make life a nightmare, the
spirit of Spain is high—their morale un-
broken—their confidence greater than ewver.
There izn’t a Loyalist in Spain who doubts
for a moment that when this battle iz over
—with the aid of friends of Loyalist Spain
everywhere—Democracy will be triumphant.

Local New York of the United Au-
tomobile Workers of America iz mo-
bilizing 3,000 men in our Anti-War
Parade. They will march behind a
dramatic float which will open the eyes
of the thousands of people along the
line of march to the fact that “Fordism
Is Fascism."

In connection with the Parade the
local Auto Workers will distribute
thousands of leaflets to all of the shops
—<calling upon their membership to
swell the ranks of their large contin-
gent. Their union publication will
also feature the parade. An outstand-
ing leader of the New York Auto
Workers will speak at the mass meet-
ing which winds up the parade,

Let's stand up and cheer. New
York labor and all of its allies have
compelled Willie Hearst to say “uncle,”
The New York American has gone out
of business. Who can now say that
our pledge one year ago at the Public
T'rial of Hearst to drive Hearst's news-
papers out of New York was an idle
boast? Such is our power if we use it.

—S. R. SoromonNick

Ja
Latest group of ambulance-drivers to leave New York

oy

or Spain
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Forging Labor

N THE memorable vear 1873 a

German economist sat down to

write on the stirring and mo-
mentous events then transpiring on the
stage of the Iberian Peninsula.  Since
1868 Spain had been rent by civil war:
Queen Isabella expelled, the Bour-
bons declared deposed; King Amadeo,
tormer Italian princeling, driven weep-
ing and terrified from the throne after
A precarious two years reign; finally,
in 1873, the first Spanish Republic pro-
claimed, then overwhelmed by the
forces of reaction at home, aided by
supporters abroad. But it was at the
role of the working people of Spain in
this great battle for the Eepublic that
the indefatigable economist above all
directed his attention. It was to the
errars of their leaders that he devoted a
large part of his Study on the Revoln-
tien of 1873, which bore on its title-
page the name, F. Engels.

Split from the Start

1873. Two years before, the Paris
Commune had declared itself to the
world; one year before, the First In-
ternational had passed into history., The
ideas and traditions of the International
liad left firm seed in all industrialized
countries of the world, were now spread-
ing into backward Spain, which soon
became the scene of long, bitter conflict
between the partisans of Marx and
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Decorating a train about to leave for the front

By E. P. Greene

Bakunin. Nowhere had this struggle
assumed such proportions: in Spain the
Anarchists had found the ideal field for
their theories and experiments. An-
archism and its offspring, Anarcho-
Syndicalism, everywhere moribund, find
there today their sole potent reality,
Pablo Iglesias and Anselmo Lorenzo,
leaders of the Spanish section of the
First International, were to become the
founders of Social Democracy and An-
archism in Spain. Thus Spain’s labor
movement, split into two main groups,
battling for its life against a particu-
larly ruthless and reactionary régime,
faced from the start odds Sl"'(:L‘.I'iI-!'lgl_if in-
superable.

Feudalism had discovered in Spain
a soil more fertile than in any country
of Europe; even by the end of the 19th
century industrialism had penetrated
but in fragments, A feudal monarchy,
a feudal church, a feudal army, all
servants of a feudal landowning no-
bility, ruled unchallenged over the
country. ‘Of the people, more than
two-thirds were peasants; a large
artisan class carried on the economically
important handicraft industry, Ise-
lated from FEurope by the frowning
Pyrenees, Spain was divided internally
by arid mountain ranges into a series
of regions having little intercourse one
with another, each bitterly tenacious of
|'c~gfunai customs, autonomaons rights.

The monarchy had always been more
reminiscent of uncentralized Oriental
despotism than European absolutism.
It was these factors which had made
the people of Spain fierce individualists,
:{'f.{iﬂl:'lzlli.w't-.!, stubborn and tireless haters
of u}‘.-]}]'t’:.ﬂ:-:iﬂn; the |1>¢IS|:', corrupt, ineffi-
cient feudal state had bred in them
contempt for government of any kind,
“Thus, all Anarchist doctrines were here
to blossom like the rose.

Rise of Anarcho-Syndicalism

In 1873 the working people had en-
tered the battle under the red and
black banners of Anarchism. It has
been said that at that time there were
in Spain 300,000 Anarchists. But the
refusal of the Anarchist leaders to carry
on political activity, their indifference
to independent action on the part of
the working people, were factors which
contributed to the defeat and overthrow
of the Republic. Anarchism lost by
thousands its adherents, began to be
displaced by Anarcho-Syndicalism, then
rising in France under Sorel and Pel-
loutier. Here was Anarchism adapted
to new conditions, based on the trade
union ; Anarchism which did not have
as sole aim destruction of the state,
which also envisaged government by
trade union, recognized class struggle as
a fact, emblazoned on its banner the
slogan  “Libertarian Communism.”

With the formation

-::'J'r ."f‘-’t‘ .III-}{\"I'!!I":IL\.'.& f"]-'l.-*-"r-"

i 1935, the UG.T.

ind the C.N.] !I-'-"I{:'e:".i
) T f s ‘u:.';:.
v elOrN ¢}

Unity

Proudhon, in 1840, had coined the term
"“Anarchism” to define a social doctrine
based on the conception that all consti-
tuted authority is ethically wrong, an-
tagonistic to man's higher development;
Anarchism would abolish all constraint
save rational obedience to natural laws,
would substitute for the state a volun-
tary association of free individuals.
Bakunin, knowing at first hand the
power and repressive facility of the
modern state, invigorated these ideal-
istic and irresolute theories with his
thesis that only through force and sur-
prise could the state be exterminated.
But Proudhon and Bakunin failed ut-
terly to realize the necessity of an or-
ganized mass movement in this process,

Side by side with Anarchism, Social
Democracy grew up, slowly, painfully,
gained for years but small influence.
Paul Lafargue, driven from France after
the fall of the Commune, found refuge
in Spain, began to combat the theories
of Bakunin, formed with Francesco
Mora the New Federation of Madrid.
Pablo Iglesias organized the Socialist
Eroup ;'Igrr.r_,l‘m'rf-fjrr (1879, founded the
weekly Kl Socialista (1886). In 1888,
at 2 congress in Barcelona, the Socialist
Party of Spain (Partide Socialisia
O brera) came into being ; next year the
U.GT. {Unién General de Trabaja-
dores: General Union of Workers),

(Continued on page 26)
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From rebellion to civil war to Fascist invasion to unified Loyalist counter-offen-

sive: a concise week-by-week resumé of the course of Spain’s year of conflict

July 12-18, 1936. Telephonic com-
munications with Spain were cut off
this week, foreshadowing monarchist-
reactionary uprising led by army gen-
erals. Gen. Quiepo de Llano illegally
declared martial law in Seville and
attempted rebellion which was quickly
quelled. Spearhead of revolt was For-
eign Legion under Gen. Francisco
Franco in Spanish Moroceco, where
force of 20,000 seized control. “‘State
of alarm” declared in Spain.

July 19-25. Rebel detachments crossed
Strait to seize Algeciras. By radio,
garrisons throughout Spain were urged
to rise against government. From
north, Gen. Emilio Mola led column
toward Madrid, while Franco's forces
marched from south. Revolt 1n
Madrid crushed, 1,000 officers seized,
death toll estimated at 25,000, British
and American warships began evacuat-
ing nationals, With frequent shifts of
position, Rebels held 28 provinces, gov-
ernment 22.

July 26-Aug. 1. Nazi Germany and
Fascist Italy went to aid of Rebels
with munitions and airplanes, while
France struggled with gquestion of
Loyalist aid. Britain disturbed by
naval warfare near Gibraltar., Fascists
held Seville and Owiedo. San Sebas-
tian was recaptured by the government,
to which navy and aviation corps re-
mained loyal.

Aug. 2-8. Loyalist battleship “Jaime
1" headed toward Rebel stronghold
at Ceuta, Morocco, was impeded by
Nazi vest-pocket battleship “Deutsch-
land.” French, seeking neutrality as-
sent of other powers, were balked by
Italy and Germany. Bloody battles
of this week effected little change in
military situation. “Jaime [” inflicted
heavy damage on Rebel-held Algearas.
In north, port of Gijon was battered
by Insurgent fire.

Aug, 9-15. Italian and German forces
reported at Seville, with 25 German
and 7 Italian planes in airdrome. Gov-
ernment fought in Guadarrama moun-
tains against attempted Rebel capture
of capital, 4,500 Foreign Legionnaires,
8500 Moors invaded Spain via the
Strait. Italy and Germany continue
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52 Weeks of War

By Carlton Brown

ILLUSTRATED

to delay efforts at neutrality legisla-
tion,

Aug. 16-22. Loyalist cruiser halted
and searched German ship “Kamerun”
off Rebel-held Cadiz. Berlin rushed
7 warships to join 9 already in Span-
Rehels extended control
in west, waged mighty battle to oust
Loyalists from San Sebastian-Irun
area. and started big push toward

=

ish waters.

Madrid, with much sanguinary fght-

BY PUYOL

ing. Washington spurned suggestion
thar 1. 5. mediate.

Aug. 23-29. Fascist attack from north
stalemated by stubborn Loyalist defense
in Guadarrama mountains. Moors and
Foreign Legionnaires defeated in ob-
jective of actacking Madrid from
south, After three days of fierce be-
sieging by Rebels, Loyalists still held
Irun. European powers agreed to
keep hands off Spain, ltaly and Ger-

many cynically pretending fo concur.

Aug. 30-Sept. 5. Maoderate cabinet of
José Giral Pereira made way for new
Ministry headed by Francisco Largo
Caballero, strongly anti-Fascist, indi-
cating renewed vigor in Spain's defense
against Fascism. Irun fell to Rebels,
who slaughtered scores of Loyalists.
Franco's Fascists approached Toledo,
where 1,700 Rebels, imprisoned in the
Alcazar, held out against surrender to
Loyalists, Mussolini, on pretext of
killing of Italian artisan, sent another
h.‘l.l!f]r.:—'-]ﬁ]!a.

Sept. 6-12, Despite strikes of thou-
sands of workers demanding French
support of Spanish Democracy, France

held to neutrality. British Trade
Union- Congress sent ‘“‘warmest
fraternal  greetings” to Caballero.
London neutrality conference again

stalemated by Italy and Germany.
Crews of two Portuguese warships
mutinied, intending to take ships to
support of Loyalists, but were shelled
into submission, Rebels moved to en-
circle San Sebastian, while Loyalists re-
pulsed Fascist drive on Madrid.

Sept. 13-19. Franco's German-Italian
air fleet made possible the Rebel cap-
ture of Magueda, strategic town be-
tween Talavera de la Reina and
Madrid. In Toledo, after weeks of
ordering the Rebels to evacuate the
Alcazar peacefully, aod pledging to
protect the women and children if they
surrendered, Loyalists dynamited part
of the castle,

Sept. 20-26. As the Rebels sought to
extend encirclement of the capital,
Loyalists blasted a dam on the Alberche
River, south of Madrid, slowing the
advance. Toledo fell before a Fascist
onslaught and Rebel survivors of the
Alcazar, after a 7l-day siege, were
rescued.,

Sept. 27-Oct, 3.
generals designated their commander-
in-chief, Francisco Franco, “dictator of
Spain,” while Rebel columns pushed
nearer I;]lt' L‘.:t]l.i[:1| |.'Il an effort to earn
him the title, and Madrid prepared for
Women and chil-
dren were |_'Ur11.':~}':~(E o L-:'r}":'lj:ih't-'hl.'lil

In Burgos, Fascist

Igi'ﬁ.F“.‘ Tate « l"f ENse.
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coast, At Geneva,
Madrid’s envoys presented data prov-
ing Rebels were receiving supplies from
Germany, Italy, and Portugal.

northeastern

Oct. 4-10. Fascist forces, entrenched
in semicircle from Guadarrama moun-
tains to Toledo, pressed closer to
Madrid, At London !'I.l.]ﬂﬂ!int{']".'{_‘ﬂtllt,u]
committee meeting, Samuel Kahan,
Soviet delegate, cited instances of mil-
itary supplies being delivered to In-
surgents by Italy and Germany, with
Portugal as base of operations.

Oet. 11-17. Franco's armies fought to
within 21 miles of Madrid, taking
many towns In suburbs, while govern-
ment troops made progress in Toledo
“Impartial observers con-
tinued to predict early victory for In-
surgents. soviet Russia continued to
be strongest champion of Loyalist
causé at London, demanding that non-
intervention committee put stop to
Fascist shipments to Rebels,

SCCLor,

Oct, 18-24. Volunteers dug trenches
and strung barbed wire in Madrid's
streets as the Fascist forces closed in
and word was received that defensive
town 12 miles away had fallen to
Franco's Legionnaires and
Moors. Manuel Azafia, president of
the republic, shifted offices from
Madrid to Barcelona. 50,000 Legion-
naires and Moors had been imported
from Moroceo thus far. Germany,
Italy and Portugal prepared to recog-
nize Fascist “government.” At non-
intervention meeting, Spanish delegates
charged a Portugese ship had fired on
Loyalist vessel off Africa, drowning
40 sailors,

Oct. 25-31. At Madrid, Loyalists
pushed back Fascists on southeastern
front and reopened railway to Mediter-
ranean, Fascists sent bombing planes
over heart of Madrid, killing more
than ISU, nmst]}- non-combatants, A
Loyalist air raid on Insurgent bases

I"‘ﬂ ]'!!i:f_{['l

destroyed many Fascist planes, In
London, non-intervention committee
continued ineffectual wrangling, ex-

onerated Lisbon and Rome of charges
of Rebel support—Russia, alone, dis-
SENtINg.

Nov. 1-7. Loyalists desperately guarded
Madnd from onslaught of reactionary
forces they had defeated ar the polls.
With death toll thus far estimated at
200,000, Rebels began most horrible
phase of war in short-range shelling
of Madrid, with its 1,500,000 resi-
dents, many refugees. Airplanes fought
over streets, bombs set fire to build-

jl1g:-", ]I1FLIJ|1iIIL'-|_ELIr] hil”t_‘[’}'. 'l.‘..'h:il'_l{_"n;ll .i't}'._

every able-bodied man and
joined the defense of Madrid. Civilian
ﬁ"".'{‘rr!r'l'll'.'flt set |I]'!l new hL‘:iL]L]lI.‘:]'H‘.E;j. Al
Valencia.

Worman

Nov., 8-14. In a week of desperate
fighting, the valor and determination
of Loyalists staved off Fascist seizure
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of Madrid. Black Fascist bombers
dropped bombs in the midst of an open-
air meeting, killing 50. Rebel artillery
launched shells into business district
and Hebel infantry stormed the bridges
in vain effort to penetrate the (;ﬁpft;q]_
Loyalist ranks were swelled by troops
from Catalonia and a corps of Inter-
national
from the four corners of the world,
Desperation
Loyalists drove Fascists back through
territory they had conguered.

Volunteers — anti-Fascists

turned to confidence as

Nov. 15-21. Berlin and Rome official-
ly recognized the Spanish Insurgents.
Move was expected to commence open
and official :ahir.um-m of war _x't|p|!-|i{'.~a (]
Rebels, though Italy and Germany
ironically maintained membership in
non-intervention committee, At larg
est Fascist Grand Council meeting
ever held, Italy pledged victory for
Under frighciul
bombardment, with food supplies low
and :li'rp.'laﬁlt;‘{ suffering of the wound-
ed, the defenders of Madrid fought
valorously.

1'-I":I'-|1"-‘I'J at any cost,

Nov, 22-28. Layalists gave evidence of
better dil't‘i.‘l:'un_, ,w'|,|].1_in'|.;t:'n|,: Talavera de

la Reina to surprise attack. Madrid
Embassy of the U. 8. was finally aban-
doned. Loyalist communiqué charged
direct aid to Rebels by Fascist powers’
naval wessels, citing the striking of
cruiser “Miguel de Cervantes” by tor-
pedo as latest instance. Port of Bar-
celona  kept open Franco's
threatened blockade.

despite

Nov. 29-Dec. 5. Barttle of Madrid still
raged, with Insurgents’ greatest hopes
centered in diversion created by at-
tacks in north. Government offensives
around {)'u'i.li'l.in and 'ir'l H;|:¢{|:||:' prov-
inces |lt'§[11‘d weaken Rebels’ central
Madrid.
l.'-!‘.‘iﬁf'llll_‘.' attacked Grados, near Oviedo,
Vittoria, in Basque country, and Sol-

1'i]]|:l, near ]!Tl::",:-:h_

tront at (Fovernment suc-

DE’C- 6'1-21 ]-{':"t“.'! fiITL'::ﬁ :'l.[ﬁ'lll'lli:l ."!-Iq'l.-
drid Jl:l!Hpt'JE!J h_'. ';."l..l|.L|., with 1::1|].'
sporadic air raids and artillery fire.
Two Loyalist armies advanced from
Bilbao and Santander toward Rebel
headquarters at Burgos. Death toll to
date estimated at 500,000, majority
non-combatants. France and Great
Britain's proposal of plebiscite met

with lukewarm reaction from other

powers, especially from Fascist states.

Dec. 13-19. Insurgents in San Sebas-
tian and Loyalist Basques defending
Bilbao, after agreeing to exchange
8,000 prisoners, were reported negoti-
Christmas  truce. Russian
freighter “"Komsomol” reported seized
and |2:||er1:':{|. ]‘r:.' Eebel eraft. Madnd's
defense held off Fascist artackers de-
spite air raids and bombardments.
Italian planes joined Rebels” firsr at-
tack on Catalan territory—a bombard-
ment of Port Bou. The raid unified
Catalans into anti-Fascist front.

ating

Dec. 20-26, Fascist attacks on Madrid
repeatedly turned back. Irish Fascist
troops, under Gen. O'Duffy, arrived
to help Moars, Germans and Italians
make Spain safe for Fascism. Franco
asked Hitler for new contingent of
40,000. Fascist troops moved to south
in effort to cut off Madrid from Va-
lencia, strengthened  de-
fenses, advanced three miles in area
WEST L‘If ll:uh'j:i_ Unu_i-:r constant
bombardment, Madrid held its regular
Christmag lottery,

Loyalists

DEC. 27-Jamn. 2, 13? On }\:t‘u’ -‘[rr_'ii]'l:i
I.}'.l}r' a lﬂ_‘-‘:l]iﬁt frl;"l;-.ﬂittr was seized
by German naval forces in Spanish
waters, and a Spanish merchantman
torced ashore by gunfire, in retaliation
for seizure of German ship “Palos”
by Loyalists. German shelling was
termed “act of war” by Loyalist gov-
ernment. London and Paris sought
to prevent sending of Nazi soldiers to
Spain, but recruiting was continued.
Advantage in fighting continued with
the Loyalists.

Jan. 3-9. At news the Germans were
landing in Spanish Morocco and erect-
ing fortifications, France and Great
Britain concentrated battleships in
Gibraltar section. $1,000,000 ship-
ment of airplanes and munitions got
off from America before Neutrality Act
amendment could stop it.  Rebels
launched fierce offensive on Madrid,
with 14 Nazi _]'lh'lkr,:;r p]:{m:s bomb-
ing city almost daily, killing more
than 100,

Jan. 10-16. Nazi Air-Minister Goering
conferred with Mussolini on aid to
Britain warned citizens en-
listment in Spain would constitute
criminal offense, and Paris sought to
pass similar measure. Franco started
drive on port of Malaga,
Fascist bombardment the Loyalist gov-
ernment collected almost all master-
picces of art in Madrid and stored
them away safely.

Franco.

Despite

Jan, 17-23. Madrid ordered civil pop-
ulation to leave within three days, as
Loyalists repelled Insurgent besiegers
in University City section in hand-to-
hand encounters, and advanced on the
."li”.]:h i!E:lil1F~: :I.rI!i”l.':'jl.' J':-I'_}‘_H.E[E‘{rr'l*{. ]iﬂfk{_’[i
by foreign planes and warships, Rebel
{Continued on page 30
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WOMEN

Gibraltar to Malaga. The *‘real” Spanish

women and the women of the people

[ VISITED Spain just after the gen-
eral strike in Malaga several vears ago.
[ remember the drive from Gibraltar to
Malaga particularly vividly. We were
held up for a few minutes as we crossed
that no man's land that separates Gib-
raltar from the mainland and 1
watched the Spanish women being
searched at the customs for contraband.
Staples were much cheaper in Gibral-
tar than in Spain. T'he women were be-
ing searched most carefully for sugar. I
heard a despairing cry. One woman had
been caught.

We drove over the empty land with
its dry rivers. The white watchtowers
left by the Moors were the only things
that suggested war at that time. Often
we passed a woman going to market
sitting on a little donkey. It was in the
Autumn and the grain was being win-
nowed, They used the old method of
wind winnowing and here again the
women were most in evidence, the hand-
kerchiefs over their heads almost blind-
ing white in that sun. Nowhere in any
other country had I seen so much par-
ticipation in the daily work with the
men a5 [ saw in this short drive among
these Spanish women,

I turned in surprise to an English-
man who was with our party and said;
T thought that the Spanish women
WOre so prﬂh;'i:IEd l'hitt one NEVEr saw
them on the ;}uhll-r; road.”

“Oh,” he said, “that is true of the
real Spanish women. They are very
much protected. But with these women
it iz different. These are the women of
the people and they have always worked
with the men in Spain.”

DURING the first months of the Span-
1sh l.“IH[ War the papers were mln{l with
the part the Loyalist women were play-
i:'lg in I:h:: conflict. 'l‘h:,- |':u']:|.' ]'II.!]"l’_]l;"i. of
the war were heroines, John Langdon-
Davies has told of the matrer-of-fact
way the girls fell into line to march off
to the front. He says that there was
absolutely no sex-glorification, which
could have been played up into the kind
of sloppy propaganda we were used to
in the World War. Fighting was a job
to be done.

No one can estimate how much those
early days of the war had to do with
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the change of outside nations’ attitude
toward women, Even the Fascist coun-
tries took a right-about-face and began
to organize their women and lock to
their development. It was not long be-
fore the Loyalists began to recognize
that women could serve at other places
better than they could in the front-line
trenches. But the work of the women
went on.

There are stories of women who had
had no schooling, learning to read so
that they might be able to help their
country better. r]_-']'u::_l.' took over the har-
vesting and the work of the men who
had gone to the war. They founded
homes for refugee children and nursed
the wounded. They helped in the re-
cruiting and kept the everyday work
of the country going under the most
appalling conditions. Women have done
this before in wars, under compulsion.
These women know exactly why they
are doing it and do it willingly. Fur-
thermore, they have passed on their
understanding to their children and in
so doing have laid a foundation for the
Spain of the future. The Spanish girl
of tomorrow can never slip back into
her old “protected” ignorance.

DURING my visit to Malaga my Eng-
lishman once said to me, in front of an
English-speaking maid, that the general
strike was not serious. Spaniards have
to have a little excitement now and
again., This was just a manifestation of
ir, Afterwards the maid came to my
PO,

“That Englishman does not know,”
she said. “We know exactly what we
want and some day that Englishman
will be surprised.”

No doubt he was. First he must have
h{'l‘.'li -,1|.|.'l‘.|l‘|-'§.l.,'d t]'l..l,t E]if 5]13!1 L‘\]'I ]'I'L'UFII.{"
got what they wanted at the ¢lections.
Then he must have been surprised that
they were willing to fight to keep their
Democracy when it was threatened.
But most of all he must have been sur-
prised at the few “real” Spanish women
that were in Spain. All seem to be at
work in some way or another. Or could
it be ]msiih[r that the real woman of
Spain is, after all, a2 woman of the
peaple

—[DoroTHY MoCoNNELL

Aid to Spain
(Continued from page 11)

life. Besides, there are needs here in
America. Charity begins at home.”
Part of the work of propaganda that
is being done is aimed at enlightening
those befuddled souls who confuse the
fight against Fascism with charity, in-
stead of seeing it in its true colors as
self-defense. The American League,
the North American Commirtee, and
the allied groups, strive through the
publication of literature and the spon-
soring of speakers to make this clear;
they show that the struggle in Spain
is the world struggle of Democracy
and progress against special privilege
and reaction; that this struggle hap-
pens to have been brought to a head in
apain but is no less real, no less for-
midable, no less threatening in other
parts of the world; and that in this
great conflict which for future histon-
ans will highlight the twentieth cen-
tury, the iitfuat of l‘|1|:: lil‘.lf‘l';l.l fm'ﬂ:s in
211:} one l.":“ilﬂt'l'_'.' \"{TH](] Teact most un=
|:;t]1]3[l'_l.' upon all other countries.

Envoys of Democracy

Three important Spaniards—=Sefiora
Isabel de Palencia, Minister to Sweden ;
Marcelino Domingo, Minister of Edu-
cation ; and Father Luis Sarasola, of the
Roman Catholic Church—were brought
to America last yvear through the ef-
forts of Dr. Harry F. Ward of the
American League. They toured the
United States and Canada, and spoke
before many thousands of persons. The
especial value of the visit of Father
Sarasola, like that of the Irish priest,
Father O'Flanagan, now speaking in
bath countries, has been to refute the
misconception so industriously fostered
by the enemies of Spanish Democracy
that it is a religious war that is being
fought in Spain.

Indeed, a very important aspect of
the work of the various organizations
supporting Spanish  Democracy  has
been to show up the many fallacies in
the contentions of the enemy. An ex-
cellent leaflet, headed “The Truth
About Spain,” brief but clear and com-
prehensive, is offered by the American
Friends of Spanish Democracy; and all
sympathizers should aid in its wide-
spread distribution. This leaflet takes
the various distortions of fact which are
the weapons of the forces of reaction
in their anti-Spanish campaign, and one
by one tears them to bits. Such absurdi-
ties as the idea that the revolt was in-
stituted to “pluck Spain from chaos”
that the Madrid government is Com-
munist instead of liberal, and so on,
are shown for what they are.

Fighting " Non-Intervention™

It has been the source of great dis-
tress to many patriotic Americans to
note the American interpretation of
the idea of neutrality. The result is
that the Rebels continue to be supplied

by countries friendly to them—who in
turn have been supplied by the tech-
nically neutral countries—whereas the
Spanish government has been cut off
from aid. To such an extent at first
was this country intent upon pushing
its neutrality that it put a ban even
upon unofficial aid; but so much pres-
sure was brought to bear upon Secretary
Hull by the American League, the
North American Committee, and the
affiliated groups, that the restriction
was removed. Pressure is alse being
|?|"ﬂ'|:|;|':|t LW ] bl:.ﬁ]' |J} Ihf.“ﬂ." _Er'”“pﬁ U:'“U['I
the United States government to stop
the shipment of arms and supplies to
those Fascist nation: who no longer
make a secret of their aid to the Span-
ish Rebels.

Never Stop Trying!

These are the things, material and
moral, that are being done in the
United States to support the Loyalists
in Spain, and thus to aid in the fight
;|§_[ﬁina'[ Fasciam and the st rfn}_{the:m'ng
of Democracy throughout the world.
These are the efforts thar must know
no abatement, until the strife is ended
and the Loyalists are victorious.

“Tell the American people,” the mes-
sage comes from American workers in
Spain, “they simply must help! Thou-
sands of boys are dving. We can save
them if we have supplies. Beg, if you
must. . . . Do anything! Don't let the
American people forget. They can
never fill the need, but they must never
stop trying.”

The American people hear. They
know that they must never stop trying;
for the salvation of Spain, of them-
selves, of Democracy, of humanity, is
at stake.

At a Hospital

(Continued from page 17)

explanations here and there to help the
blind boy recall the shape and color of
objects and scenes in the script. He
listened attentively to the story of the
work of the Blood Transfusion Insti-
tute, He was visibly moved while lis-
tening to how the blood donors asked
to see the wounded whose veins had
received their life-giving blood, When
the reading was over, he made some
very helpful criticisms, suggesting ways
that audiences in America could be
made to ||!1|;lez'.x'mml how much the
medical-aid work meant.

“You've got to be careful not to
show too much of the horror,” Raven
said.  “You've got to make the audi-
ences understand the full meaning of
all this bloodletting and blood-giving.
Make them understand that those of
us who are wounded or worse in this
war are different from ordinary war
victims. We're part of the thing we're
fighting for. We've got lives to live,
no matter what |!'|:!p]!u.’:n*$ to us, because
we've got work to do. Make them

(Continued on page 26)
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HE BLACK obscurantism which

settled like midnight over all

Spain with the expulsion of the
Moors in the first days of 1492 could
muffle, but not still, that independent
spirit of the masses which has always
been the deep and throbbing diapason
of Hp.‘:l-n's cultural ]|;|,r:1tun_l.', The
opanish people have been at the same
time artist, hero, and critic in their
nation’s great gift to humanity. Their
deeds, their thoughts, their tastes, their
wishes, their very needs are indelibly
impressed upon every phase of Spanish
intellectual expression which posterity
The kings and nobles
]‘IIHI:]{! i]_rr'i"_'i[_‘:._ rl“l,"t:'\:l i![](i 'Il'lil"'i'\'l-r'l.“_‘- 1.'|'i'll.':-
have passed into oblivion; but those
whose names are chiseled in the hard
rack of time drew their creative breath
from 1!||_' mMasses :l.m[ ate at r|::'Er L;l]'l!i'..
The common touch is the very essence
of all the great art of Spain. From
the troubled saints of El (Greco, the
twisted buffoons of Veldsquez, and the
cowled wretches of Zurbaran it runs
in continuity through the dying patriots
of Goya to the workers and peasants
of m{l:l_'r"r- [Ji'np]c's art. It marks EVETY
miasterpiece of the nation’s literature
and characterizes almost its entire mu-
sical output,

has approved.

The Bqﬂ;rd L;!erﬂture

J_]H!'H_' gr{‘.‘ih‘:‘-t Flr:n'l.':‘rin;_{ I'_If pl:l]‘.n'l.il.‘li'
verse Europe has ever seen is the ballad
literature which developed in early
Christian Spain. This manifestation of
the popular genius, which began at some
uncertain time in the Middle Apes and
was at its highest in the sixteenth cen-
tury, at the very moment when the
learned and humanizing influences of
the Renaissance were strongest, is one
of the remarkable phenomena of liter-
Mo other nation has a folk
song to compare with it in wealth of
number or quality. Medieval minstrels
told their epic pieces to lords and ladies
in feudal courts; but they also spoke
them in public places where the folk
gathered to hear the exploits of their
heroes. The listeners tore favorite pas-
sages from their context and retold
them to son, to grandson, generation
after generation, adding here, taking
away there, polishing and retouching
with unconscious skill until perfect gems
of poetry remained.

The ballads recounted incidents of
the age-long struggle against the infidel.
Sometimes they dealt with the fall of a
city or the love of a Christian knight
for & Moorish lady ; again, with smaller
aspects of the fighting, invisible details
of history, but events which loomed
large in the life of the individual sol-
dier or camp follower, by whom they
were composed,

Strong and vital and tasting of the
salt of the peasant, of the laborer and
the soldier, these ballads have always
been in such great favor that rare in-
deed is the Spanish poet who has not
written them. From precious Gongora

ary history.
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The Culture
of Spain

“The people have been at the same

time artist, hero and critic in their

nation’s great gift to humanity”

By
Paul Patrick Rogers

and the great Lope de Vega, down to
that gifted singer of the people, Fed-
L‘:I‘ii.'u |:.-_'I1H.T||':'|-;|. I."'l"li.'\'i'l.| d” ]I;t\'l: L‘I.I:l.l!i‘.'iﬁ[(‘l.‘l
this genre, :I.'I-I,;l.{l.l-]'lg to a form and taste
established by the masses themselves.

A Democratic Tradition

The most characteristically national
of all European dramas was that of
Spain's great Golden Age, It was also
the most democratic. In its heroic pa-
geantry peasant and serf march side by
side with king and courtier, their heads
held equally high, their honor equally
In medieval times kings were
'EI:,'ITL'Q"d to :'I'l..'ik{" COMMmMon cause 1-1-'!‘[']1 "h{."
people against the feudal lords. This
united struggle laid the foundations of a
living democratic tradition which was
to prevail throughout the country’s his-
tory. To those dark times when king
and commoner were one in their battle
against the oppressive tyranny of rob-
ber barons, the nation’s greatest drama-
tists have recurred time and time again,
and their plays abound with plebeian
heroes of monumental proportions,
whose insistence upon their personal no-
bility and their honor was backed by
history itself. They rejected unani-
mously the ancient and upper-class con-
ception that lofty sentiments and intense
sufferings were reserved only for the
breasts of the nobly born. This 15 no-
where more clearly shown than in Lope
de Vt‘ﬁﬁli Peribasiez and the Comen-
dador of Ocadia, in which the well-to-
do peasant, Peribafiez, slays a feudal
tyrant in defense of his conjugal honor
and has his act justified by the King;
or in Calderon’s masterpiece, The A1-
calde of Zalamea, in which the stubborn
farmer-mavor, Pedro Crespo, defies the

sacred.

King’s law to take justice into his own
hand against a captain of the privileged
army who has brought shame to his
good name. In Lope de Vega's The
Greatest Alcalde, the King, we have
the monarch taking sides with the low-
ly Sancho and himself ordering the ex-
ecution of noble Dan Tello, wha has
violated the rustic’s bride-to-be.

The Mass as Hero

This recognition of human honor and
dignity in the humble member of soci-
ety is a commonplace in Spanish litera-
ture and life, and attests in no small
‘L‘.'II}' (44 ] th{_" fl.:lrld:iln:'nt;!l Ij{"]l'l'l’?l..,':al,,':.' []1ﬂt
underlies the culture of the natjon that
produced it. From the individual to
the mass iz a long step, but it is one
that was taken with unerring genius by
Lope de Vega in his Fuente Ouvejuna.
The mass as hero!—a bait which has
tempted countless authors of the last
century and our own day. Based upon
a historical incident of 1476, the play
dramatizes with consummate skill the
revolt of an entire peasant village against
the oppression of an overlord. Goaded
to extremity by the brutal assertion of
his “rights of seignority,” the people of
Fuente Ovejuna rise up and kill their
feudal master. Realizing the serious-
ness of their act and its possible conse-
quences, they decide to take collective
responsibility, “The King and Queen
(Ferdinand and Isabella) send an in-
vestigating judge to apprehend the
guilty parties. There follows a scene
of tremendous dramatic ]'nn'.nsit].', when
the judge applies torture to the people
of the village, from the most venerated
graybeard to the bumpkin Mengo. In
answer to his question, ““Who killed

the Comendador?”, one after another,
with unfailing constancy, cry out from
their pain, “Fuente Ovejuna did it!”
Weary with his application of lash and
garrote, the investigator abandons his
fruitless efforts; the peasants appeal to
the King and Queen and are accepted
under the crown.
Epoch-making in its
Fuente Quejuna brought to the seven-
teenth-century stage a mass rebellion
against the :mTh{ll'i:_l.' of prl-'l.'[l{';i_!d:. The
submission to the crown represented, in
the words of one critic, “the uniformity
of law, a broader ideal, a greater puar-
antee of justice for the people.” It was,
in fact, the one democratic solution con-
ceivable at that time. Because of this,
and in spite of the date of its compaosi-
tion, the play is sure of a great future,
It has always enjoyed popular favor in
'Sp-:i.in and has been ]1].‘1].'::[[ rfpemedl}'
in the theaters of many European coun-

tries.

implications,

A Popular Culture

The exceedingly small role played by
the élite few in the determination of
cultural standards is nowhere better
illustrated than in the history of Span-
ish literature. The ballads, already men-
tioned, are a case in point. Another is
Cervantes’ Don Quirote, with its pro-
found plebeian character, Sancho Pan-
za, who has been called “that great
revolutionary.,” Lope de Vega, who
wrote for the masses, declared that he
threw the rules out of the window—
he meant the class precepts of Greek
drama. Even the courtly Calderdn is
best remembered for his plebeian char-
acters. When the ambitious policies of
Charles V and succeeding monarchs had
at last brought decay and ruin to na-
tional life and culture, a group of
eighteenth-century intellectuals tried to
foist upon Spain the aristocratic con-
cepts of French Neo-Llassicism.
Though plays in this manner found fa-
vor in the pal:ic:r and ATMOME the J‘.lUL'IlIt'-'i,
the people would have none of them.
They preferred the great dramas of the
preceding century or the realistic farces
of that superb debunker, Ramon de la
Cruz, whose social satires tore the mask
of respectability from the arrogant and
pretentious bourgeoisie which was com-
ing into its historical position of power,
It was this popular opposition to specif-
ically upper-class literature which at
last, in the nineteenth century, was re-
sponsible for itz final and complete de-
feat, and the rise of the more democratic
Romanticism and the literature of
MOEHrs.

The Rise of Liberalism

Those intellectuals who opposed the
Meo-Classicists allowed themselves to
be jockeyed into an untenable position.
In defending the cause of the national
culture, they felt themselves obliged to
defend as well the reactionary views
of a decadent hierarchy. Thus they
cut themselves off from popular sup-
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port. Consequently, while these two
groups of intellectuals bartled over the
rules of art, the people went their way,
exerting pressure in the direction of
their needs, while they mulled over the
bits of Voltairean and other liberal ideas
which had come over the Pyrenees, de-
spite all efforts of Church and State to
.Qtl]]'l [llt'lll. Fl_.|]|l_' grnu‘fh I:I!- rl‘lﬂ,"ﬂ:‘ [(]E':iﬁ
expressed itself in many ways, in the
humanizing of law, in the extension of
education, in social zulv:lt'n::::m::'l!, and
politically in a grear liberal document,
the Constitution of 1812. From this
date on, liberalism grew by leaps and
bounds, struggling bitterly against Jesu-
itic fury; and its story, when told, will
b!: il r"(i-]!:”‘l‘l— 'n":]l.l.]l]ll'."' :ir:l !E'If ]1iﬁt[3fj'
of human society—by 1825 there were
torty thousand liberals in prison, twenty
thousand in exile, and a hundred thou-
sand more under persecution. The
great wave had started on its tidal
sweep ; ministry after ministry fell, feu-
dalism found its back to the wall and
fought with tooth and nail throughout
the century and into our own times, un-
til bowled over by the Popular Front
Government—a  climax  with heroic
logic back of it.

Nineteenth Ceﬂ!‘ury

’Ilhf\.‘ r![]lﬁﬂ:nr]! 1._':'[1[‘!.,1]'].-‘ ]In szlil] SAW
the bourgeoisie come into its own—
though, as in Czarist Russia, feudalism
still dominated. ‘This rise of the mid-
dle class brought with it great social
advances; but art was now more than
ever class art, middle and upper-class.
Nevertheless, it still relied to an infinite
degree upon the masses for Inspiration
and subject matter. The last of the
trul].' Ereat f‘;-|'|.'1r1[5=1 p::il'm_:r:i, a h:mg—
over from the eighteenth century, was
Goya, who painted the aristocrats as
they were and made them like it, and
whose numerous etchings and drawings
are people’s art with a capital “P.”
In music the popular zarzwela reached
its apogee, and folk music and dances
found gifted interpreters in men like
Albeniz, and in our own day, de Falla
and Halfter. Literature, though for the
maost part under French influence, often
used popular themes, but bid for upper-
class approval. An exception is Galdos,
the last great Spanish novelist, who was
not only concerned with social prablems
facing his country, but also rewrote for
the masses, in novel form and with
remarkable accuracy, the entire history
of the nineteenth century in forty-six
Episodios nacionales (National Epi-
sodes). In spite of being placed on the
Index Expurgatorius, these books have
been read by millions. Another excep-
tion was Joaquin Dicenta, who brought
industrial workers and modern peasants
to the stage in such vigorous plays as
The Feudal Lord and Juan José.

Education for the masses had been
conceived to a limited extent in the
eighteenth century; and though some
noble efforts were made in this direction
and more than one liberal educator
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went to priwr: for his advanced think-
ing, little was done to wipe out illit-
eracy until toward the end of the nine-
teenth century when a pure humanitar-
ian, the pacifist Francisco Ferrer, took
education to the workers, for whom he
founded more than one hundred mod-
ern schools, But they were anti-cleri-
cal and used socialist manuals, and Fer-
rer was judicially murdered in 1909,
Ferrer’s was the most substantial cffort
made to educate the people until after
the Republic came into being in 1931,

Lr}yaﬂst Intellectuals

The cruel war which grew out of the
Fascist rebellion of a vear ago is the
crucible in which have been fused into
one whole all-the progressive and far-
seeing forces of the country. The in-
tellectuals almost to a man stayed with
the Government. None went over to
the Fascists, not even Unamuno, though
rh-:*:r claimed him until he ]h.l:l:l[:;l:]:l.' de-
nounced them on October 12, Spain's
great scholars, thinkers, scientists, writ-
ers, poets, artists, and musicians re-
mained true. The scholars of the Cen-
ter of Historical Studies, with Menen-
dez Pidal at their head, carried on in
Madrid long months after the beginning
of the war. Today, writers like Jose
Bergamin, A. Sanchez Barbudo and
!]iﬁ]]]ai{l .",!4)!15” = 'I'?l:l(."t.ﬁ |.|-}H' r"ult []!lin
Machado and Leon Felipe: scholars
like Tomas Navarro Tomas; architects
]il;:: I.:lis L:Lu;;lﬁzl., :md many nthrr -
dle-class intellectuals are devoting their
every effort not only to fighting the ene-
my, but also to codperating with prole-
tarian thinkers and writers like Ramon
J. Sender and Rafael Alberti, in taking
learning to the masses. This is a great
fact, and certainly is a fitting climax
to the liberal tradition in Spanish cul-
ture, If there 15 any suspicion that
these intellectuals do not understand
what they are doing, let it be reconsid-
ered in the light of these words of con-
temporary Spain's greatest middle-class
poet, Antonio Machado: *“Ta write for
the people is to be called Cervantes in
Spain, Shakespeare in England, Tol-
stoy in Russia. This is the miracle of
genius.” -

At a Hospital

i Comtinued l|"rr1-lu page 24)
understand that these American hos-
pitals are important not only for the
kind of good work they do, but as
.*'_'.'I'I'l:hlil].x' “‘f 1'h|' ‘5"];1|-'|.5E['_||' l:'lf anNr I,':I{"['I!'IIII,'
with the 8panish people. Don't make
them pity the wounded. Make them
understand us. Make them under-
stand the whaole strugple against war
and Fascism that brought us here and
keeps us going through everything.”

How Long, America?

After talking with Raven about his
plans to write and to work as an anti-
Fascist organizer when his legs had
healed, | walked downstairs to the bed

that had been fitted up for me in a
room that once knew the gayety of
nobility. I stayed up most of the night,
thinking of Raven, of the wounded
soldiers about to go back into the
T]'I’_'r'li_']l['il I"I[’ ['.ll.l' dul.'r(]]"‘_i. TIUTSES EL“I{
drivers who had left their good jobs
and safe homes in America to risk their
lives in the service of the Spanish Re-
I thought of the blind, the
maimed, the wounded I had seen in

pu blic.

weeks of work at the hospitals, of the
crippled children and women and old
men who had suffered the same fate as
['IJI'II:' Td:l:\'q'tl.i.‘ir 5|J]{|i|.‘:r.-=. I t]‘l[]light ﬂf H'.JI."'
diers at the nearby fronts, of wounded
civilians from Madrid and the country-
side about, and I prayed for more aid
and more aid from America to relieve
all this suffering until its end comes
with the inevitable Loyalist victory. 1
thought of the  requests that were
cabled for more surgeons, more nurses,
more equipment, more trucks, more
operating ambulances: and I wondered
h“"n'l' J.H‘”t_': iT \\'fﬂi!ﬁl I.jﬂ h{'r‘[:‘“' thl.'. .‘El[]\f\."]"i-
cin p:'u:;]'rln:' would rush this aid to the
r)fi?pi{' ri“]1TET!H :Lf_::!i]lﬁt P‘I:|||(1l, Hit]["r
.'!r'lu;] Mussaling :'|'| ‘:':q}.'{:iri.

Forging Labor Unity
(Continued from page 21)

nationzl trade union, was organized,
drawing. its strength mainly from
movement continued to remain small
in numbers. The workers, in pgreat
part, remained faithful to Anarchism,

Strike Battles

With the new century began that
series of intense strike battles which
was to continue almost uninterruptedly
to our own days. In 1902 came Spain's
first great strike. January saw fighting
in the streets of Barcelona and Sara-
gossa; February witnessed a general
strike. The Sagasta cabinet, in panic,
hastened to resigEn, General \"rq:].'le:r,
upon whom had been bestowed the
title of “Butcher” for his bloody actions
against the people of Cuba, entered
Barcelona at the head of an army,
smashed the strike in characteristic fazh
ion, left corpses exposed for days in the
streets as example to the populace. In
the year 1909 the putrescent fabric of
old Spain was rocked to its base. It
WwWas i ti‘:‘l‘:lf\' Uf severe l"L'l:l]'l(ll]lif {'Il-‘-f\.,
the Riffs in Morocco had revolted and
the Maura cabinet introduced conscrip-
non in Spatn. To the last man the
people of Cataloniasprotested, a general
strike was declared in Barcelona, in
chorus issued a great shout from all:
“1‘.}"1‘“'!1 'h'u':i!h r]l:' ]Inf:il.'ltl:H._I_\' ".'l.'ﬂr! 1[1"1_"
will not fight!" In the sky, in preat
h]:].l:‘k |.'|.l."||.:||.|:-\:I :||:1i'r:|;_f||{-d t]'||_- SI'I'IIJkL: frm‘_ﬂ
burning estates of landowners and fae-
tories of industrialists. Upon this spec-
tacle gazed the ruling classes of the
world, terror in their hearts. Again
an army marched into Barcelona, fought

for a week against the people, carried
out a three months reign of terror un-
der martial law. On October 13th
Francisco Ferrer, famous Anarchist
educator, was exccuted by a firing squad
in the fortress of Montjuich. It was
an act which aroused the fury of the
world,

Founding of the C.N.T.

Ta the labor movement in Spain this
struggle zave powerful impetus.  In
1911, in Barcelona, the Anarchists or-
ganized a national trade umion, the
C:..N.’l‘. I:Cma_l"rd:-rm'jr}n Nacional del
Trabajo: National Confederation of
Labor). This great union was con-
trolled by the far smaller F.AL
(Federacion Anarquista Ibérica: lber-
ian Anarchist Federation), illegal, con-
spiratorial, central body of the Anarch-
ists, who were at times to experience
difficulty in forcing their theories and
tactics on the C.N.T. At the Second
Congress of the CMN.T. in June 1918,
the program drawn up by Narciso
Vidal and Manuel Buenacasa was offi-
cially adopted. [t remains the perfect
embodiment of the methods of Anarcho-
Syndicalism in the struggle with capi-
tal; “We must use every weapon,
Mothing, no one, must stop us. We
hope that the Congress will accept, as
basis of action, sabotage in all fields,
boycott rigorously applied, general
strike carried out in a revolutionary
spirit of solidarity, direct action against
capital with no intervention from the
authorities. We further propose that
all trade unions be transformed into
industrial unions.” Into Andalusia,
great granary of Spain, the C.N.T. in
1919 sent its best leaders, Pestafia,
Segui, Buenacasa, Miranda, to organize
the ngr[{‘.il]turzll workers on the great
estates, to prepare the seizure of the
land. Although no revolutionary situa-
tion existed, leaflets urged the workers:
“This summer the land will be yours.
Show that you are men and, with the
aid of our comrades in Barcelona, we
will carry out the social revolution,
The division of the land will become
an accomplished fact.” That year the
harvest was E:::rti“r.d_:d u'ith ]‘r]i:u{l whcn
the soldiers of General La Barrera
rushed through the pgolden fields of
Andalusia. Chief strongholds of the
Anarchists were now Catalonia, Sara-
gossa, Valencia, Andalusia; of the So-
cialists, Madrid, Vizcaya, Asturias,

In 1917 occurred .{;]m[rfﬁ greatest
strike since 1909, ”uring .'J‘Lll.;;l.lst the
workers on all railways in northern
Spain walked out. They were sup-
ported in their action by a general strike
throughout Spain.  Better organized,
better directed, far more entensive in
field than the movement of 1909, this
great strike was harbinger of the com-
ing storm and crisis which led to Primo
de Rivera, that impotent injection of
morphia introduced into the decaying
tissues of Spain. With the assassina-
tion of Premier Dato in 1921 ended

{Continued on page 29)
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Buiowe rye leacue

A United Movement in Common Resistance to War and Fascism

SINCE the very outset of the struggle
in Spain, the American League has
given its support to Spanish Democracy,
In the early days of the civil war, the
League raised approximately $3,000
which it turned over to Labor’s Red
Cross for Spain. Through the services
of itz national chairman and the chair-
man of the Canadian League, the first
Spanish delegation to tour this country
was arranged for. In every city visited
by these distinguished defenders of
Spanish  Democracy, the American
League was in the forefront in arrang-
ing meetings and interviews. Sefior
Marcelino Domingo, Madame Palen-
cia and Father Sarasola left this coun-
tr}‘ in I'Jr:cemh::r with VEery warm spots
in their hearts for the American League
and its codperation in their tour.

The League was co-founder of the
North American Committee to Aid
Spanish Democracy and from the time
of the Madison Square Garden meeting
in October, 1936, which launched this
committee's activities, to the present, the
League has been a major factor in the
widespread work of this committee. All
over the country, League Branches have
organized special meetings for Spain,
have collected food and clothing from
door to door, and have served as an
important instrument of education and
publicity in the communities for the
cause of Spanish Democracy. To date
OVeT SH,U[][} has heen raised Jlfret‘tlj', to
buy food, clothing and medical sup-
plies for the Spanish people. Tons of
clothing and hundreds of cans of food
have been collected by League organiza-
tions and members at receiving stations
set up by the League,

IN L"U\fJRI"hq, the |.1".'L;.;ur: has op-
posed the Neutrality Bill
which denies to the recognized and
democratically constituted government
of Spain the right to purchase here the
means of its defense. Along with other
organizations, the American League
protested the State Department ruling
regarding passports to Spain and was
instrumental in gerting this ruling
rescinded. At the present, pressure is
being concentrated on the President and
State Department calling for an em-
bargo on arms, ammunition and instru-
ments of war to Germany and Italy,
Fascist belligerents apainst Spain. In
Chicago, Los Angeles, Washington,
New York and other major cities, the

SPUTIOUS

THE FIGHT, August 1937

By Paul Reid

League organizations have held demon-
strations and established picket lines
around (German and Italian consulates.

THE publication and ecirculation of
literature bearing on the Spanish fight
for ]Jt’:l‘.lluc‘l‘elc‘.:r has heen an Enmur'rzmr
function of the American League.
Over 100,000 leafletz: and pamphlets
on this issue have been published and
distributed. The November, 1936 num-
ber of its monthly magazine THE
Ficar was devoted to the Spanish
struggle and carried a 16-page supple-
ment of special articles, drawings, and
pictures. This issue is of similar char-
acter. From month to month special
articles, editorials and drawings deal-
ing with the fight of the Spanish peo-
ple for their democratic government
have appeared in the magazine.

I-]“H.I:'.: ':!:‘"5[’ .\_"w'.tl'_'J} [I'I r]'lE‘ I.i'jlgill:l‘_" i'l]'i:l-
gT-'t'I]'I flfi]' 'ﬁl]]_'!ll'lnrr HF EEJ;LHI‘.“-[] I]i"][:l"l.'-
racy is a project of founding and sup-
porting homes for Spanish children.
Already the campaign is under way to
establish the first five of these homes.
[t is expected that the warious local
Branches of the League will undertake
?hf S'II.]}F":IT'l l:'lf P Eii‘r;lll‘Tl_" I'Il.l]['lhlf\'T l':lE
children or the establishment of & Spe-
cial home which the League will be
privileged to name. By the time of its
4th National Congress, November 26-
28 at Pitesburgh, the American League

American relief money gave Spanish children

expects to have a number of children's
homes established in Spain. The con-
gress will also stress the issue of deny-
ing aid to the Fascist belligerents and
UPE'T'“:“-_E our ﬂ.'{;':."nﬁ”'lic resouUTCes to tt]l:
:'{'C::-',-.f['l['f.l'd ;._"‘l:l‘-"'fnnlt'nf L‘rf Spﬂ.jn._

ON JUNE 12TH, the Los Angeles
League arranged a demonstration to
protest the bombing of Almeria. This
was preceded by a picket line before the
German consulate, arranged by the
North American Committee and par-
ticipated in by the local League. Chi-
cago Leaguers who were beaten by
plainclothes police when they picketed
German and Italian consulates in that
city, are carrying their protest against
this vielation of civil rights to the local
authorities and are continuing to stress
the purpose of the picket line in this
procedure. Albany, New York, Branch
of the League aroused community pro-
test against the bombing of Almeria and
urged local citizens to petition President
Roosevelt and Secretary Hull for an
embargo on Germany and [taly. A
successful picnic organized by the Plain-
field, MNew Jersey, Branch of the
League resulted in a liberal donation
for Spain to the local North American
Committee. Springfield, Massachusetts,
is arranging for a benefit performance

of the movie Spain in Flames and
proceeds will go to the support of

Spanish Democracy. The Philadelphia

this nursery

League has pledged to raise $500 for
the support of Spanish children's homes
and is busy organizing a campaign for
this purpose. Union City, New Jersey,
Branch of the League has challenged
the Jersey City Branch to a contest
of raising funds in support of Spanish
Democracy.

IN AID to labor, the American
Leapue established a field organizer
in the Northeastern Ohio conflict area.
Sam Swerdloff, the man assigned, im-
mediately threw his efforts into support
for a People’s Conference, Sunday,
June 20th, called by the S.W.0.C. and
other groups to take place in Cleve-
!:lt'ld_. Ohio. Swerdloft toured the con-
flict eities with a union organizer,
arranging for delepations from each
city to attend this conference. A broad
attendance greeted the conference, and
the League took an active part in the
sessions, A letter from Harry F.
Ward, national chairman of the Amer-
ican Leapue, was read in which he
pledged the full assistance of the League
in helping the S.W.0.C. to defend the
Resolutions
were adopted calling for immediate ac-
tion on the part of the President, Gov-
ernor ]’};11-‘,':_!-:. ﬁ['ld .‘\"Ia}"[][ Hll!’tﬁl‘l
toward the disarming of the stee] cor-
FUT.EL'[I“)H_"‘.‘ t}l{': pﬂ;{&ﬂgt l:lf an (}]15“ ..':‘!1 ane
Wagner Act, the removal of armed
puards from the steel plants and the
guarantee of the fullest exercise of
labor’s democratic rights. The confer-
ence was attended by 332 delegates
from 176 organizations representing a
I._'“‘l.'ll]"i”{'.d |]1c[1lhi'rﬁhi[: UE 2‘;’1.3‘:'-3. rI.I‘IhE
effect of this conference upon the com-
r]lll!:l'ii!‘:.' was to g:i'.':: added s-trr:np.th o
the forces working for the maintenance
of the demoeratic rights of labor. Con-
tinued activity in Northeastern Ohio
led to a Franklin County conference
at Columbus, attended by substantial
numbers of labor leaders from over the
state. The immediate object of the
conference was a protest to Ciovernor
Davey against the use of the national

democratic rights of labor.

guard for :itr[kt'.hr:raking purposes in the
steel-mill area. At present, plans are
being developed for an emergency con-
ference of a state-wide character to
orpanize the democratic forces of the
whole area for support of the rights
of labor. ‘The National Office of the
League has wired Governor Davey
urging that the national guard not be

27




used for strikebreaking purposes. Many
of the local Branches of the League all
over the country are taking the same
action. A special Critical Issues leaflet
No. 4 entitled Defend Labor's Rights
has been issued by the National Office
and is being circulated widely across
the country.

IN CHICAGOD fr:l]-:m.'l-u!_: the mass
mtcting {:.fj::;l,!'l:i?:t'd h_l.' the L:h!il.'él;ﬁl’.'l Cit-
izens’ Rights Committee on June 8th,
League work has centered on publi-
cizing the facts about the Memorial
Day massacre of steel workers and in
pressing for complete investigation by
the LaFollette Committee. The picket
lines continue at the Republic Steel
Plant in South Chicago. One of our
staff members who was on the scene
writes, “On my way down Sunday
night, I sat down beside a cop who
was on his way to the plant and opened
him up. He =aid that the whole affair
could have been avoided by an election,
and further that one of the troubles
of a cop was pulling people out of jams
that they got into by their own stub-
bornness. I thought he referred to the
strikers, but what he meant was that
if Girdler had not been stubborn there
would not have been any trouble,
Girdler got into a jam and then yelled
for the cops to save his hide. Fur-
thermore this cop ‘would not give a
scab the time of day.! At this point
we reached our destination and got
off. He to po into the plant and I to
the picket line.” The Chicago League
iz also urging full investigation by the
LaFollette Committee of State's At-
torney Thomas J, Courtney, specifically
for his direction of the police in the
Hall Printing strike. The Chicago
Federation of Labor voted to call the
LaFollette Committee to Chicago for
this investigation. = Labor 1s determined
to expose and remove public officials
who utilize the police force for strike-
breaking and lawless ends.

WHEN the League Branch of Roches-
ter, New York, learned of the anti-
labor tactics practiced against strikers
at the knitting mills in Perry, New
York, they sent an investigator into this
town. It was learned from the Rev.
Lewis Lowry of the First Universalist
Church that his position in  his church
had been threatened because he met
with C.I.O. organizers. When the
League officer met with the mill owner,
the Mayor of Perry and the Chief of
Police, he discovered considerable de-
termination to prevent trade unionism
from spreading in that town. It was
further found that the union had been
forced to meer outside of Perry. Public
meetings in Rochester called by the
League on the Perry situation brought
the attention of the community to bear
upon the anti-labor tactics carried on
in that town. On Sunday, June 12th,
a cavalcade of 150 cars left Rochester
for Perry and proceeded to Dom Polski
Hall where strikers and citizens held

28

the first meeting of its kind ever to take
place in the community. By this cam-
paign and this decisive meeting the siege
of Perry was broken.

THE national convention of the Work-
ers Alliance, held at Milwaukee in
June, voted to instruct its national ex-
ecutive board to work out ways and
means of affiliating to and coBperating
with the American League.

THE League stood shoulder to shoul-
der with labor in Cambridge, Massa-
chusetts, in rF:!.'ihliShi:Ig the right to
1'r:iqtkrt. Cleaners and 1|:.'-='|'5 of the com-
munity in their efforts to organize had
met considerable opposition from one
big plant in Cambridge. A picket line
was established after some of the work-
ers had been fired and others had gone
out on strike. Authorities persisted in
arresting the pickets and several were
clubbed and had to be taken to the
hospital. Three League members, in-
i:].l.il’_l.i-l'l.;_‘:" Myrs. Marion Pollard Bur-
rows, New England organizer, joined
the picket line to test the unlawful ac-
tion of the police. Witnesses with
cameras were on hand, among them
Prof. Albert Sprague of Harvard, Mr.
Lyman Paine and Mr, Costa of the
Cambridge Central Labor Union, Free
picketing was allowed for an hour and
then all of the picketers were arrested.
The case came up in court two days
later and the strikers, with the support
of the Leapue members who joined
them, won an overwhelming wictory.
Henceforth picketing will be safe in
Cambridge.

TRENTOMN, New Jersey, Branch re-
ports it has sent strong protests to the
Governor of T”.ii'l.l.'.l'i.l'-, and I'I.Izl].'ur of
Chicago regarding the murder of steel
pickets on Memorial Day by the police
in front of the Republic Steel plant. Fall
River, Massachusetts, has taken similar
action and has also addressed a protest
to the President concerning the strike-
breaking actions of public officials. In
California, League members in the East
Bay region have given their support to
labor leaders for democratic rights in
the case of Ortiz and Gray. Twelve
League women at St. Louis picketed
the Ford Assembly Plant in protest
against the anti-labor position of Ford
and the viclence used against union
organizers recently at the gates of the
Ford River Rouge Plant. A labor pic-
nic on August 8th is being organized by
the Cleveland League and will take
place in Wildwood Park. The picnic
iz dedicated to the commemoration of
the outbreak of the World War and for
the purpose of opposing industrial Fas-
cism at home and the war-making Fas-
cist powers abroad. The critical strug-
gles in the labor field and the League's
activities in behalf of labor’s rights
puinr toward a tremendous PEU[:I]{‘15-
Congress for Democracy and Peace
when the delegates gather at Pitts-
burgh, Movember 26th to 28th.

James Lerner

RESPONDING to Harry F. Ward's
stirring denunciation of the Ameri-
can state policy in regard to Spain, the
congressmen at the Model Congress of
Youth, held in Milwaukee over the
July 4th week-end, voted their sym-
pathy and support for the Spanish peo-
ple in their struggle against Fascism.
They also demanded that the State De-
partment lift the ban on war supplies
to the legitimate government of Spain
and apply a ban on war-material ex-
ports to the German and Italian ag-
ETessors,

s

The Model Congress was organized
along the lines of the Senate and House
of Representatives of the United States.
National organizations were entitled
ta four Senators and local organizations
to Representatives in accordance with
their membership. The two houses
were divided into committees on agri-
culture, labor, civil rights, education,
recreation, and peace.

The Peace Committee was addressed
by a number of prominent peace lead-
ers including Raymond Leslie Buell of
the Foreign Policy Association, Clark
M. Eichelberger of the League of Na-
tions Association, and Dr. John Nevin
Sayre of the Nativnal Council for the
Prevention of War. There was a
marked contrast between the enthusi-
asm with which the voung people ac-
cepted Dr. Ward's  straightforward
declaration that the peace of the
world required the defeat of Fascism
in Spain and his outlining of concrete
steps to attain this end, and the indif-
ference which greeted the suggestions
of certain speakers that economic ap-
peasement would prevent the Fascist
powers from making war,

In addition to declaring themselves
on the Spanish issue, the Peace Com-
mittee men and women took a resolute
stand on collective action against ag-
gressor nations by demanding the im-
plementation of the Kellogg-Briand
pact. They also pledged their support
to the vouth of China in their struggle
against Japanese militarism. Turning

from the international scene, the dele-
gates drew up a number of measures to
aid the peace work within this country:
a bill against compulsory R.OT.LC,
for demilitarization of the C.C.C
Camps, a protest against the infamous
Sheppard-Hill bill, provisions for peace
exercises on May 30th, Nov. 1lth
and the day of the Student Strike in
April,

SEVERAL of the other committees
also passed measures which affect great-
ly the issues of war and Fascism, The
labor committee attacked the use of
private armaments, of the police and
military in labor disputes, and asked
that the Paramount news-reel showing
the Chicago Memorial Day massacre
of striking steel workers be released
for public view. The education com-
mittee asked for a “Wagner Act” for
education which would guarantee stu-
dents and teachers the right to organize
as well as full academic freedom. The
civil-liberties committes attacked the
problem of Fascist suppression of civil
liberties at home and abroad, calling
for a boycott of goods manufactured in
Japan, Italy, and Germany, as well as
demanding the right of asylum for
Spanish refugees and urging the free-
ing of Tom Mooney. It also asked
that the LaFollette Civil Liberties
Committee be made a permanent body.

Nipuhiels oo

EEd

MANY other excellent bills and reso-
lutions were passed by the congress,
which was unquestionably the broadest
meeting of the kind ever held. Repre-
sentatives of almost every leading youth
organization in the country were pres-
ent. The Milwaukee press devored
front-page space daily to chronicling
the doings of the young people and the
Administration took official notice of
the congress in a letter from President
Roosevelt praising the work of the
American Youth Congress and com-
mending their achievements to date.
All political parties sent greetings and
official statements of their national
committees,
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Forging Liabor Unity
(Continued from page 26)

the party system and the solemn fiction
of parliamentary government. The
workers were in ferment; the days of
the monarchy were obviously num-
bered. This ferment had spread into
the ranks of the Socialist Party.

The Russian Revolution had an
overwhelming effect on the labor move-
ment in Spain, roused the enthusiasm
of hundreds of thousands in both So-
cialist and Anarchist organizations. In
1920 the Communist Party of Spain
had been formed. The Socialist Party
at its congress in June 1920 voted 8,000
to 5,000 in favor of affiliation to the
Communist International ; but, at the
same time, the congress of the U.G.T.
passed a resolution against support of
the Communist International, 111,000
to 18,000. Socialist leaders, including
Iglesias, Caballero, Besteiro, favored
the stand of the U.G.T. Then, in
January 1921, the executive committes
of the Socialist Party rejected by 9 to 3
the measure of the congress for affilia-
tion. At the end of 1919 the C.N.T.
pronounced for the dictatorship of the
proletariat, passed overwhelmingly a
measure accepting the principles of the
Communist International on the labor
front. Furious at this show of inde-
pendence, the leaders of the F.A.L pre-
pared to fight. From 1920 to 1923
there occurred within the ranks of the
C.N.T. the fiercest internal struggle it
had ever known, a combat from which
the F.A.L leaders emerged triumphant,
but with a Pyrrhic victory.

Division and Discord

Expelled from the CN.T. were
Pestafia and other leaders who had
turned their eyes toward the Soviet
Union. Gone too was hope of unity
between C.N.T. and U.G.T. For, in
September 1920, after years of effort,
a united front between these two great
unions had been at last effected. Un-
able to conceal its rage and fear, the
reactionary El Dia roared on Septem-
ber 6th: “The union of the two work-
ing-class groups marks a date of indis-
putable gravity in the political history
of Spain. The organized workers have
joined their ranks in order to declare
war on the employers and to bring
about the régime of the proletarian dic-
tatorship.” But, in December 1920, the
united front split when the C.N.T.
called for a general strike, the U.G.T,
rather for participation in the coming
elections.

Under the régime of Primo de
Rivera the Anarchists were declared out-
lawed, almost completely disappeared ;
the Socialists were tolerated. With the
overthrow of the monarchy and estab-
lishment of the Republic in 1931 the
situation changed. Powerful again
grew the C.N.T., possessed in 1932
aimost 1,500,000 members, but after
1933 declined as a result of a series of
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hopeless actions designed to seize
power: at Alto Llobregat, January
1932; Casas Viejas, January 1933;
Aragon and Rioja, December 1933.
The U.G.T. began to surpass the
C.N.T., grew in number to 1,600,000,
Socialist participation in the govern-
ment caused a rift within the Socialist
Party, the emergence of a right wing
led by Besteiro, a center by Prieto and
Sena, a left by Caballero. Strong ef-
forts on the part of Fascist elements
among the ruling classes to lead the
Fepublic down the road of reaction
gave rise to continuous protests and
strikes on the part of the working peo-
ple, strikes which began with the battle
in Seville in July 1931, culminated in
the great general strike of October
1934 against the Fascist Lerroux-Gil
Robles government. The bestial re-
pression following that general strike
opened the eyes of the people of Spain
to the real design and nature of those
who aspired to rule them, showed them
the necessity for unity in the face of
Fascist reaction, resulted finally, in
1935, in the formation of a People’s
Front, which included in its ranks So-
cialists, Anarchists, Communists, as
well as Left Republicans and other
groups. Spain’s labor movement, for
the first time, experienced unity, de-
livered its verdict agaimst reaction in
no uncertain terms in the elections of
February 1936,

Today General Franco and his venal
patrons desire to revive the glorious
days of Alfonso when the government,
though defeated on every field abroad,
could yet gain bright laurels, win re-
sounding victories at home over the
people.  But empty indeed were these
triumphs, for in the end Alfonso was
hurled violently from his insecure
throne. Those who effected this action
well know how to reply to the murder-
ous performance of an inept and in-
sidious marionette who minces to Ger-
man and Italian airs,

Out of Darkness

(Continued from page 15)

joning in the war as in the present
struggle.

Isabella Il ruled Spain for more
than 30 years. It was a most unhappy
period, when reaction reigned un-
checked. Finally in 1868 progressives,
republicans and even her own generals
united in ejecting Isabella from the
country. The short reign of Amadeo
of Savoy followed, and then came the
Republic of 1873. It was formed by
men like Salmeron, Espartero and the
great orator Castelar, well-intentioned
idealists who were unable to make their
democratic dreams work.

Two smart politicians, Sagasta and
Canovas del Castillo, decided to put
Alfonso XII, Isabella’s son, on the
throne. Under this king the political
bosses ruled infamously, the Liberal

and Conservative parties alternating in
power and dividing the spoils. The
same condition prevailed during the
regency of Maria Christing, under
whose reign Spain fought her disastrous
war against the United States, losing
the remnants of her American and
Asiatic possessions,

Last uf the Bourbons

Then King Alfonso XIII, the last
ot the Bourbons, began his reign. In
many ways he resembled his great-
grandfather Ferdinand VII, and his
career proved to be as disastrous. In-
stead of becoming an enlightened mon-
arch, he surrounded himself with mem-
bers of the military clique. During the
World War Spain enjoyed a relative
amount of prosperity, but in the post-
War years unemployment and social
unrest returned. The War had made
a few industrialists wealthier, but the
plight of the people had not changed.
True, there had been a great advance in
the labor movement: these years saw
the growing power of the U.G.T.
(Uniin General de Trabajadores) and
the CN.T. (Confederacion Nacional
del Trabajo). However, Spain iz mainly
an agricultural nation, a country where
a few hundred feudal lords have owned
31 per cent of the land, and millions of
peasants have had no land at all. Noth-
ing was done to settle this maladjust-
ment in the distribution of land.

There was a growing feeling of un-
rest. Alfonso and his military clique
had made Spanish Moroceo a sort of
“happy hunting ground.” It was a
constant and growing drain on the
country. The outlay for the protector-
ate increased from 70,000,000 pesetas
before the War to 358,000,000 in 1919,
Then the Spanish people awoke one
morning to hear of the terrible disaster
at Anual, where 16,000 men under
Alfonso's pal General Silvestre suf-
fered one of the most disastrous de-
feats in Spanish history. More than
half were killed by Abd-El Krim's
troops, and the rest taken PrisOners,
Silvestre himself committing suicide.

This débacle had a profound effect
upon the people, especially when a pre-
[I'min:Lr_rr Pur[f:um:nr:{r:,- report showed
that Alfonso had gone over High Com-
misstoner Berenguer's head and ordered
Silvestre, a subordinate officer, to make
the attack. In order to save his face,
Alfonso dissolved the Cortes, and wel-
comed General Primo de Rivera as a
dictator,

The Rivera Régime

It was generally believed that Primo
de Rivera was another Mussolini. He
was nothing of the kind. The strong
man in back of him was Alfonso, and
he was the real dictator from 1923 to
1930. During this period peace was
made with Morocco, hotels were pol-
ished up, a mew l'E]E']'.rih‘.l:Il:_‘ system was
illﬁt:i”r’.‘d, new roads were built, tourists
Were rnmuraged and trains were made
to run “‘almost” on time. In addition

a couple of exhibitions were held at
Seville and Barcelona. Millions were
spent in propaganda, thus making the
whole world believe that Spain had
finally found a solution to all her prob-
lems in a dictatorship.

But the truth was that—although
Alfonso had done something toward
modernizing the country—taxes went
up, free speech disappeared, unfriendly
newspapers were suspended, and re-
ligious tests were even imposed upon
state officials, Alfonso deprived the
Catalonians of whatever rights they
had enjoyed, dissolving the Manco-
munitat (the central organization co-
ordinating the work of the local coun-
cils), and forbade them to use the
Catalonian language in public meetings,

The nation began to show a strong
passive resistance to the dictatorship.
The Church, afraid lest the people
might turn against it also, began to
withdraw its support from the régime,
and the Army, alarmed at the mounting
popular dissatisfaction, decided that the
time had arrived for a change. Finally
Alfonso showed de Rivera that he no
longer had confidence in him, so the
dictator went,

But Alfonso’s troubles were not over,
The people knew who had been the
power behind the dictator, and shouts
of “Down with the King!"” were heard
all over Spain.

In December of 1930, Captains Fer-
min Galin and Angel Garcia Her-
nandez mutinied and declared the
Republic in Jaca. With 800 men they
marched on to Huesca, where they met
a strong resistance. The two young
revolutionists were arrested and as a
salutary example were shot.

Alfonso Abdicates

The government finally decided to
hold an election on April 12, 1931.
The whole world knows what hap-
pened. The monarchy suffered such a
smashing defeat that Alfonso thought
it best to leave the country. The Re-
public had been won, the provisional
oovernment making the following
manifesto:

The Provisional Government of the Re-
public has assemed power without pru;uug-:c!
negotiations and without any kind of formal
opposition or resistance. It i3 the E-"—"—‘E"_IE who
have raised it to the position which 1t now
holds, and it is the '|1|:::|j'!|]|: who, throughout
Spain, render it homage and invest IL_I'-':'-.'IBI
authority. In virtue thereof, the. President
of the Provisional Government of the Re-
public henceforth assumes the headship of
the State with the express assent of the
triumphant F";_li_i_E;L'il.:. forces and the will of
the people, acquainted as they were with
the {r:-||1|_:r'-55=.i|::|‘.| of the Provisional Gowvern-
ment before recording their votes at the re-

oent election.

Interpreting the unmistakable desire of the
natien, the Committee formed by the poli-
tical forces which have collaborated for the
installation of the new régime designates
Don Niceto Alcala Zamora v Torres for the
Office of Presudent of the Provisional Gov-
ernment of the Republic.”

A new dawn had arrived. The peo-
ple of Spain began to hope,
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troops made some progress toward
Malaga.
Jan. 24-30. A Fascist air raid on

Malaga killed 80, injured 100, Four
Eebel planes forced down in govern-
ment territory were found to contain
Italians un[}'. Lﬂngur: of Nations ]'I!!fl[f]'l
commission lauded morale of Madrid
and disproved wvicious misrepresenta-
tions concerning sanitation of capital.
Contrary to Rebel radio claims, Va-
lencia road in Madrid sector was kept
open.

Jan, 31-Feb. 6. Loyalists at Madrid
pushed Fascists back and scored many
gains, Foreign Fascist submarines and
warships continued drive on Malaga,
hll.'[ WEre ]'Il:!d at ],'lﬁ_'r' “r'hilﬂ‘ gu‘.‘t‘.rll-
ment made surprise drive on Rebel-held
Cordoba. In recognition of fiery
heroism of women of “La Pasionaria”
stamp, Loyalist government decreed
them the equals of men “without lim-
its other than those imposed by na-
ture.”

Feb. 7-13. In the name of Gen. Fran-
cisco Franco, 15,000 Italian troops led
Bebel forces to occupation of Malaga.
There were no Spaniards among the
first forces to enter the city, and the
attack was practically unresisted.
]..ﬂ:.’:l]is‘ts tighrun:d lines of defense
as Fascists sought to cut off lines to
Madrid. In London, still another
subcommittee was  appointed, while
German and Italian supplies arrived
incessantly in Spain.

Feb, 14-20. The non-intervention com-
mittee passed bans on ‘reénforcements
to Spain, with Italy and Germany
eynically agreeing to stop aid to Franco.
There was fierce fighting at Madrid
azs Fascists, failing to penetrate the
capital in attacks from north, south,
and west, or break morale by shelling
and aérial bombardment, sought again
to block eastern roads to Valencia.

Feb. 21-27. Loyalists valiantly held
Valencia road in _]al.‘;u:l'lrl. River sector
under fierce Rebel shelling. Basque
militiamen stormed Fascist-held Oviedo
in the north, while in the south In-
surgents pushed along the coast from
Malaga. Non-intervention committee
made plans to enforce blockade of vol-
unteers and  supplies. American
Writers' and Artists’ Ambulance Corps
was founded i1_',' intellectual leaders to
furnish medical aid to Loyalist Spain,

Feb, 28-Mar. 6. Loyalist forces pushed
toward Toledo and were again close
to the Alcazar, Ovyiedo fell to gov-
ernment militiamen after two weeks'
resistance. There was indecisive war-
fare on the Madrid front, in the south,
and along the Mediterranean. Franco
prepared for a new offensive on the
capital with the aid of fresh Italian
troops. The international patrol of
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the Spanish frontier was postponed
from March 6 to March 20.

Mar., 7-13. A Fascist offensive was
launched in the hills north of Madrid,
its immediate objective being Guada-
lajara. It was part of the encircling
movement calculated to sever Madrid
from other Loyalist territory. Italian
prisoners of the Loyalists disclosed the
presence of over 40,000 Blackshirts at

Guadalajara. Madrid accused Italy
of waging "“undeclared war." ‘The
“Mar Cantabrico,” with arms and

aircraft consigned to the Loyalists, was
captured by Insurgents in the Bay of
Biscay.

Mar, 14-20, Loyalists routed 30,000
[talians and regained most of the
Guadalajara territory lost to the
Blackshirt legions. On the Cordoba
front, Loyalists withstood an attack led
by 8,000 Iralians. Britain inguired
at Rome into the landing of Italian
troops at Cadiz on March 3, two weeks
after Italy promised to halt shipments
of men and munitions,

Mar. 21-27. Fresh Italian reénforce-
ments checked the Loyalists on the
Guadalajara front, though the govern-
ment maintained distinet victory., In
Cordoba the government forces routed
10,000 Italians. The Blackshirt troops,
driving toward the rich mercury mines
of Almaden, were expected to receive
planes and mechanized forces from
Mussolini, As Ambassador Grandi
refused to withdraw any of Italy's 50,-
000 “volunteers,” France threatened
to take issue of Italy’s intervention be-
fore the League of Nations

Mar. 28-April 3. With heightened
morale from a week of Lovalist gains,
the government took the offensive in
Cordoba, forcing a Fascist retreat, and
advanced in the north toward Burgos.
The Rebels E1£‘t_':_i!l!'| an offensive toward
Bilbao, where the Basques were hard
'I_'!Ifi'.\,"‘."ifd I_'!l!. rll(_" {:I['I:‘;l.q'lul-_:ll.r, [Jiﬁﬂ+‘f{'(‘rif)]!
appeared in Fascist ranks in Morocce,
1.-.-]1?:1: SCOTES :‘rf J':'lllj![ﬂtl,:rs WeTe &X-
ecuted,

April 4-10. Government forces launch-
ed fierce offensive against Rebel in-
tﬂ'llﬂ:hr]l{'”tﬁ il-l western Fl.l!i_l :‘;nll[hl:T“
suburbs of Madrid, Loyalist gains
L‘.uf‘ltinllt:lj EI] {‘:UT:]:J[‘.'.'L\ '\.'q'l]i]t" !h{" I'EH.H“
cists drove relentlessly toward Bilbao.
Non-intervention committee prepared
frontier and naval ;1:atrn| o prevent
shipments of arms and men to Spain.
T'he Fascist blockade off Bilbao stopped
British wvessels laden with foodstuffs
for the stricken Basques.

April 11-17. British battleship “Hood,"
tliipﬂn‘hed to Bilbao after six food-
]Fldﬂn Ilr[t;bj] 5"1[]15 Were ".‘1"t‘l:li'|[:|f\'l:! .lfl:!n'
France's blockade, made no attempt to
oppose Franco's plan of starving
Basque women and children. Fascists
pressed in on Bilbae from the moun-
tains. In an effort to relieve Rebel
pressure on the Basques, the Loyalists

counter-attacked on the front near
Madrid, and laid siege to a Rebel
salient in University City.

April 18-24, In spite of stiff resistance
by the Basques, the Fascists, bombing
and shelling Bilbao, made some head-
way, Fascist shelling destroyed parts
of Madrid, where Loyalists staunchly
defended their recent gains.

April 25-May 1. Nazi-manned Ger-
man airplanes slaughtered 800 civilians,
largely women and children, at Guer-
nica, in the horribly ruthless Insurgent
onslaught on the Basque capital.
Under Gen. Emilic Mola, Rebels
seized Eibar, Durango and Marquina,
driving some 250,000 refugees to Bil-
bac. The threat of Insurgent bomb-
:'ng of the 40“,{]{]{1 St:ﬂ‘ving civilians
in Bilbao led Britain and France to

take steps toward evacuating the
women and children. A few British
freighters ran the Fascist blockade,

carrying some relief to the beleaguered
city. An armada of Loyalist planes
flew north to fight the Insurgent bomb-
ers, and sunk a Fascist battleship—
the “Espaiia’’—in aerial bombardment,

May 2-8. As Basques valiantly defend-
ed the gates of Bilbao, Britain pre-
pared to aid stricken women and
children. Franco refused cofiperation,
but the “Habana” and the “lzarra,"
carrying refugees, slipped out of Bilbao
harbor and were convoved by British
warships to Bordeaux. At Barcelona,
anarchist extremists rose against the
Catalan povernment, and after several
days of “war within war” were put
down.

May 9-15. In a reorganization of the
Loyalist cabinet, Premier Francisco
Largo Caballero was succeeded by Dir.
Juan MNegrin., The new government
met with wholehearted approval of all
but the extreme Anarcho-Syndicalists.
Investigation of the Catalonia dis-
turbances revealed they were incited by
extremists in the anarchist C.N.T.,
and many disguised Fascists. 3,800
Basque children, near starvation and
{J‘.'fr\‘f“)ught f]'f_:l]n \".'_."l:.l'::\ Linlt{'f terror
of Fascist bombing ‘raids, arrived in
Engi:u'll:].

May 16-22. Gen, Emilio Mola's Rebel
troops shifted the drive on Bilbao to
the south, converting 30 more square
miles of Basque territory into a no-
man's-land.  Using Gallician
scripts, Nazi and Italian mercenaries,
the Insurgents carried several Basque
positions, At Madrid,
shelled Fascist headquarters at Oviedo
jail.

Con-

Loyalists

May 23-29, The Insurgents, keeping
up their advance on Bilbao, made few
gains against staunch Basque resistance.
Italian planes bombed Barcelona and
Valencia, killing hundreds. The non-
intervention proposal of
withdrawal of all foreign volunteers

committes’s

in Spain met with a cold reception
from Italy and Germany, with, re-

spr'.crivcl:.', SOTNE ED,E}GD and
men fizhting for Franco.
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May 30-June 5. At lviza in the Ba-
learic Isles, Loyalist airplanes bombed
the German battleship “Deutschland,”
which, presumably a part of the non-
intervention patrol, had fired at the
planes.  (General Mola, second to
Franco in Spanish Fascist command,
was killed in an airplane accident, The

advance on Bilbao continued indeci-
sively.
June 6-12. In a shower of shells and

bombs, the Fascists appeared about to
take Bilbao. Only bad faith on the
part of the Fascist nations in the non-
intervention committee could account
for this staggering supply of Insurgent
munitions, The Germans and Italians
were persuaded once more ta lend their
grimly hypocritical support to the non-
intervention patrol,

June 13-19, Bilbao finally fell beneath
the fierce onslaughts of the Fascists, and
Britain was moved to question whether
Italy and Germany had maintained
strict neutrality in the Basque cam-
paign. Germany alleged a Loyalist at-
tack on the cruiser “Leipzig,” and
asked for action against the Spanish
government,

June 20-26. Germany and Italy again
quit the non-intervention patrol, Ger-
many's excuse being the flimsy charge
that a Loyalist submarine had tried to
sink the “Leipzig.” There was no
evidence of the attack other than the
report of the officers that torpedoes
had been heard passing the ship. With-
drawal from the patrol, Italy and
(Germany insisted, did not mean with-
drawal from the committee. Neither,
it :{]'ﬁik}'.al‘l:d, did it mean withdrawal of
the naval forces—"protecting” German
and Italian commerce, they drew even
nearer to the Lovalist coastline.

June 27-July 3. Mussolini published
an article boasting of Iralian victories
in Spain and promising wvictory for
Franco, while Hitler promised con-
tinued support to Rebels because of
Germany's need of Spanish ore. As
all hope of non-intervention died,
Britain rushed three crack battleships
to the Mediterranean, At Santander,
Fascist airplanes dropped bombs near
British warships on neutrality patrol
duty,

July 4-10. Loyalists launched their
greatest offensive of the war on the
central front. In a series of smashing
infantry and air victories, they cap-
tured 100 square miles of territory
west and south of Madrid, and threat-
ened to raise the siege of the capital.
The offensive halted Rebel operations
against Santander. France announced
withdrawal of the patrol on her south-
ern border.
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A Good Neighbor Policy?

A 8 LONG as history is read, the story of the
LA attitude of our government to the struggle
of the Spanish Democracy will be regarded by all
who seek the continuous development of peace and
freedom as a disgraceful blot upon the record of
this nation. Whatever this Administration may
finally have to its credit in advancing the rights of
labor will be darkened by the shadow of what it
has done to help the anli-democratic forces in
Europe.

There have been moments in the past year when
the right word from a representative of a great
nation would have checked the heartless forces of
reaction and aroused the conscience of mankind.
Our government, free from the entanglements of
the European powers, having behind it the pas-
gionate desire of this people for Democracy and
peace, was the one government able to speak that
word. The word was never uttered: neither
against the unprovoked invasion of a free and
soverelign state, nor against the unprecedented
mass murder from the air of helpless and flesing
civilians. The Administration ignored its duty to
call the attention of Germany and Italy to their
violation of the Kellogg Pact.

Instead, it pursued a policy of giving aid and
comfort to the Fascisl aggressors, by assuring them
that the defenders of Democracy could have no
access to our market. The Administration forces
steam-rollered through an ignorant and bewildered
Congress, an embargo resolulion against Spain.
To this day they have suecessfully resisted all
efforts to apply the same treatment to the Italian
and German invaders of Spain.  They permit Italy
and Germany still to buy materials of war here.
They have the effrontery to call this “neutrality,”
while they evade and ignore their duty under the
neutrality statute to proclaim the existence of a
state of war and to enforce the terms of the Aet.
Without warrant of law, the State Department
hinders and tries to prevent our citizens from
gpoing to Spain by marking passports Nol Valid
Jor Spain and by threatening prosecution. The
limit of their right and obligation is to disclaim
I'l'H[}U":‘iihili[} jlill' lIH:I;"Cl' 1'”',!']’;“2 4 WAar zone.

This whole Spanish policy is based upon a lie,

THE FIGHT, August 1937

It seeks to justify itself on the ground that it is
necessary in order to keep the United States out
of war. That there is no foundation in fact for
this claim, insofar as selling the lawful Spanish
government the means of defense against a
rebellion is concerned, is demonstrated by the
experience of the Mexican government. Mexico
has persisted in acting according to international
law and selling its government-manufactured
rifles to Spain, and it is no nearer war now than
when it began this practice. The fact that the
Administration had to back down in ils altempt
to keep American medical aid out of Spain, the
further fact that the Lincoln Battalion and other
American volunteers are fighting in Spain side
by side with volunteers from other democratic
countries, and we are no nearer war with anyvbody
than we were before they went, completely shows
up the hollowness of the Administration conten-
tion. The policy is basically dishonest, because
it strengthens the Fascist powers and then uses
their threat to justify an armament program. It
is a war-making, not a war-avoiding policy.

This policy does not represent the people of the
United States. A review of the press of the
country shows a heavy balance of sentiment in
favor of the Spanish government, particularly in
the smaller papers. The amount of help sent to
Spain, even to the extent of threatening financial
starvation to organizations like ours without
which such help would not be possible, bears
ample witness to the sentiments of the American
people. The Administration policy represents
only the reactionary, anti-democratic section of
the population. It expresses the views of most of
those in the upper income brackets and of those
below who have been misled by “anti-Hed”
propaganda. These are our potential Fascist
forces. The Spanish struggle reveals them and
makes them vocal. But why should the Adminis-
tration implement their interests and prejudices?
These are the people who are fighting it on the
labor issue, on the court issue. Why should it
act for them in its Spanish policy instead of for
the magses of liberty-loving Americans who
elected it}

The answer is that it is much easier for the
forces of reaction, inside as well as outside the
Democratic party, to make their pressure felt and
get results in foreign policy than it is in the matter
of the rights of labor. The customs of the State
Department offer favorable ground for man-
euver to the dark forces. In other sections of the
government, as in Congress, there is instinctive
class reaction against a government like that of
Spain which gives the workers and peasants a
real share of power. There are plenty of liberals
whose Democracy does not go as far as a People's
Front government which admils Secialists and
Communists, even though the program is only the
reformed capitalism that is their own desire.
These conditions enable the pressures which have
sought our Spanish policy to succeed. Three
sources have brought about our Spanish policy:
British Tory imperialism, the Vatican, interna-
tional capitalism. Consciously or not, we have
played the British Tory game, under the guise of
cobperation with the non-intervention policy,
which all the time has been controlled by Franco
sympathizers. The Vatican, carrying out its
coordination with Mussolini, has deluged Ameri-
can Catholicism with misleading propaganda,
silenced its liberal elements, and confused its
workers with a fake religious issue. International
capitalism is fichting its own war for control of
H[}uni:-‘h mineral resources, with London in the
dominant position and ready to make any bar-
rain, abt any cost to the Spanish people, that will
conserve ils inlerests.

It is time for the American people to make their
own Spanish policy, aimed only at the extension
of Democracy and the securing of peace. It is
time for those who elected Roosevelt to demand
unitedly that he stand for democratic rights inter-
nalionally as well as nationally. This demand
must focus on three things: an embargo on all
materials of war for Germany and Italy; the
restoration to the Spanish government of its
unlimited right to trade here on a cash-and-carry
basis; unequivocal rejection of the British-
[talian scheme to grant recognition to Franco,

—H.F.W.
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