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   JAPANESE TRADE UNIONS OPPOSE WAR 

By KANJU KATO 

Chairman of the National Council of Trade Unions, Japan 

‘a weak, backward country of feudalism, 
struggling to safeguard her land with a 

fleet of wooden vessels against the modern 
navies of the western powers, Anew 
era dawned in 1868, the year of the “Meiji 
Reformation,” which put an end to the old 
feudal structure of society, and opened the 
way for the creation of a modern bourgeois 
state. .. . Feudal serfdom being abolished, a 
majority of the peasants became “free owners 
legally and formally, but had to pay 

fa land tax of a “modern” sort, which actu- 
ally absorbed one half of their crop. Sech 
robbery was a “necessary” means for the 
new government to create capital and to 

saz YEARS AGO Japan was but 

  

  

hasten accumulation. The money of the entire 
surplus value snatched away from the peas- 
ants was expended in a characteristic wa 

  

The government built factories, dug mines, 
bought steamships, ete. As soon as it proved 
profitable to operate them, the government 
‘gave them to private eapitalists. The govern- 
‘ment also built a strong system of police 
power, a bureaucratic administration and a 
powerful moder army. 

Since the “Manchurian Incident” our mili- 
tarists have become more conspicuous. Groups 
of young officers backed by their superiors 
resorted to terroristie measures again and 
again, such as an attempt on a wholesale 
seale to assassinate political and financial 
leaders. ‘The aim of such systematic attempts 
was proclaimed to be the abolition of par- 
Kiamentary politics and the establishment of 
‘a military dictatorship. We have in Japan 
no completely Fascist dictatorship as yet, but 
Fascist tacties employed in handling the 
masses, equal to, if not excelling, the German. 
or the Italian. The political ascendancy of 
the militarists is likely to continue till they 
make a mess of things. 

At present there are 5,764,000 wage earners 
in Japan, But 2,423,000 of them are day- 

  

   

laborers. We have no s 

  

atisties on unemploy- 
ment except ridievlous official reports which , 
shamelessly tell us that there are about 
00,000 unemployed in all the country. Sev- 
eral experts have agreed in estimating unem- 
ployment at no less than 2,500,000, 
ing to official statistics, 881,56 
organized into unions, of 7 per cent of the 
wage earners, 

We have half a dozen Fascist “unions. 
But as the rank and file have learned through 
experience what their leaders are and have 
begun to show deep dissatisfaction, so most 
of our workers have been aware of the fact 
that the leaders of the Fascist “unions” 
well paid by the militarists and have never 
ought for the interests of the workers. Fol- 
Towing the fight’ for the workers’ May Day 
we created the “Society of the Friends of 
Far Eastern Peace” and called a national 
conference of organizations in support of the 
“Anti-War Congress” to be held in Shanghai, 
with a view to sending Japanese delegates to 
the Congress. 
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The National Council of Trade Unions 
came into existence in November, 1934. With- 
in six months since inauguration, it doubled 
its membership with the affiliation of 20 addi- 
tional local unions, and brought under its in- 
fluence large opposition forces within the 
reactionary unions. 

I spent several weeks preparing for my 
Journey, by meeting thousands of workers, 
by asking what messages they have for 
American workers and what they advised me 
to learn from them. They are international- 
ists. They want me to assure American 
workers of their feeling of brotherhood and 
solidarity, their opposition to the war being 
waged against China by the imperialists, 
their opposition to war against Soviet Rus- 
sia, and their hatred of Fascism. It is the 
task of both Japanese and American labor 
to prevent war between our countries 

  

  

Admiral Stirling Advocates 

War Against Soviet Russia 
Admiral Yates Stirling, Jr, wrote an ar- 

ticle in the New York American of June 9 
under_the caption: EUROPE, RIPE FOR 

MENACE OF RUSSIAN 
concluding paragraphs    

    jurope today seems ripe for strife. 
these great armies, fully panoplied, be effaced 
without war? Will the full foree of this uni- 
versal desire for conflict be expended in a 
fraticidal war in Europe? Or may we not 
look for a united front against Communism? 

“Will a leader appear who will have the 
eloquence, appeal and driving power to bind 
together ‘these discordant nationalities and 
set the armed forces marching under a single 
banner? 

“Germany in such an alliance must become 
the great organizer and industrial producer. 
In her factories the instraments of war on 

colossal scale could be turned out. 
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The resources of the world ean be assured 
to such an alliance only through the command 
of the seas. This would be obtained should 
Great Britain throw in her sword on that 
side. With the seas open for trade, the Amer- 
jean markets could not be expected to remain 
closed. 

  

“In the guise of such a great crusade, 
ybe yet inarticulate in men's thoughts, cannot one see the outlines of a daring plan, not only forever laying the ghost of Bolshe- 

vism but for opening up the fertile lands of 
Russia to a crowded and industrially hungry 
Europe?” 

  

A storm of protest from prominent liberals 
and radicals, including Senators and Repres- 
entatives led by Vito Marcantonio, flooded 
Congress, the President and the War Depart- 
ment. The National Bureau of the American 
League Against War and Fascism wrote 
Roosevelt demanding that Admiral Stirling 
be disciplined and removed from his post as 
Commandant of the Brooklyn Navy Yard. 
‘The War Department sidestepped by disclaim- 
ing any responsibility for Stirling’s writings 

An appeal to YOU, as one 

of our subscribers: 

You are a subscriber to FIGHT, 
and as such you must personally be 
interested in helping in the strug- 
gle against the growing tendencies 
toward Fascism and the alarming. 
increase of armaments in the 
United States and all over the 

world, : 

    

    

     

    

  

You can do something right where 
you are to combat these forces 
which if allowed to grow will des- 
troy everything that makes life 
worth living. Everyone who reads 
FIGHT becomes more and more 
conscious of just where he stands 
in this struggle, and what he can 
do about it. The more persons who 
read FIGHT, the stronger are the 
forces against war and Fascism. 

   

  

    
   
    
       
   
   
       
   What does that suggest to you? 

New subscribers! This is one small 
way that you can help. Get us at 
least one new subscriber. Today! 
‘And don’t neglect your foremost 
task, to recruit new members for 
the League Against War and 
Fascism. 

  

    

   
   
   
   
            

Reserve Officers Training 
Corps Vigilantes 

‘The Connecticut State College has banned 
criticism of the R. 0. T. C. on the campus, 
while netuously affirming their belief in 
“freedom of speech.” R, 0. T. C. students 
broke up an anti-war meeting in a neigh- 
boring town and threw the leader of the 
Social Problems Club into the lake. Similar 
action of student Vigilantes against. radical 
students have occurred recently at Wisconsin 
University, the University of Chicago, Michi- 
gan State College, and the. University of 
California at Los Angeles, 

From The Arbitrator. 

  

    

  

[ESS AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 
SOY,     N09 

CHAIRMAN:. 
VICE-CHAIRMEN: 

ROBERT MORSS LOVETT, 
LINCOLN STEFFENS, EARL BROWDER 
TREASURER:... WILLIAM P. MANGOLD. 
AFFILIATIONS:...CHARLES WEBBER 
‘ADMINISTRATION:...CLARA. BODIAN 
ORGANIZATION:.... WALDO McNUTT. 

HARRY F. WARD 

  

  

  

PUBLICATIONS:......1ISTON M. OAK 
WOMEN:....... DOROTHY McCONNELL 

YOUTH: svewseJAMES LERNER 
TRADE UNIONS: JOHIN MASSO 

RELIGIOUS:. HERMAN REISSIG 
EXECUTIVE SECY: PAUL REID 

Published. Monthly by the Netional, eacutive Committe of the American Leaowe Agatnet War (gud Feaciem, 1 Fact 10th Stroat, Nw Yor, N.Y. Sinote copies, ¢ conta. Yearly subseription, 50 conta Gamat and’ Porcigm Seventy-five conts a ‘yar Entered en Second Clase mater, Feb ‘ai ee eeeeee re See 

  

  

        

  



  

THE SUPREME COURT AND THE 

AFTERMATH OF THE N. R. A. 
By DR. HARRY F. WARD 

National Chairman, League Against War and Fascism 

    

  

  

But this opinion cannot stop the effort to 
use the state to that end. Just as capital- 
ism, contrary to its original doctrine, was 
compelled increasingly to use the state to 
aid its expansion so it is even more compelled 
to use state power to prevent its decline and 
avert its destruction. What it cannot do con- 
stitutionally it will be driven by the inex- 
‘orable law of self preservation to attempt 
unconstitutionally. Its New Deal would-be 
saviors are now proposing various unstable 
compromises with the constitution. This 
brings nearer the day when those without 
such compunetions will act. 

‘This broad consequence of the N.R.A. de- 
cision appears first and will develop fastest 
at the point of Iabor relations. As events 
are swiftly indicating, what the Supreme 
Court has decreed in this ficld is strikes and 
still more strikes. It has revived the cut-throat 
competition in disorganized industries which 
lowers prices by actual destruction of the 
living standards and the very lives of work- 
ers, It has strengthened the resistance of 
the monopolistic industries to labor organiza- 
tion. For the workers there is, and can be, 
‘only one answer. The Supreme Court has 
driven home the lesson begun in the capture 
of N.R.A. agencies by the employers. ‘Thus 
it still further shatters the illusion which 
Jeads organized labor to rely upon the state 
to do for it what it can only do for itself. 
Thereby it shortens:the period of labor's de- 
ception by Fascist promises, and makes it 
‘more possible for the awakening of the work- 
ers to come before instead of after they 
have been bound in chains by the repressive 
Fascist state, At least it has roughly 
‘awakened some labor officials who had been 

  

resting so contentedly in the arms of the 
New Deal. 

‘The resultant strikes will be met with an 
increase of that, terrorism whose onganiza- 
tion by the employers, usually with the co- 
operation of the state, has become our typical 
‘American industrial éonflict technique. We 
shall have more and still more of that club- 
bing, tear gas, shooting, red hunting, framing 
and third degree justice which has al- 
ready accompanied the humanitarian words 
and the social welfare pronouncements of the 
New Deal. This native American capitalist 
Fascist brutality will now ripen to its cul- 
mination. As the strikes against which it 
‘will be massed become sufficiently widespread, 
that “state of national emergency” provided 
and prepared for in the war preparations at 
Washington will be the occasion to attempt 
the completely repressive Fascist state. That 
is, unless this event has not already happened 
as the necessary consequence of a declaration 
of w 

Our opportunity to defeat this attempt lies 
in the fact that the stripping of the New Deal 

    

  

mask from American Fascism by the Supreme 
Court will now bring labor face to face with 
the enemy of all of us in his most brutal form. 
Because this will occur before, instead of after 
the working millions have been beguiled by 
false promises into complete submission to 
Fascist control, that disastrous development 
cean be avoided. 

If the members of the American League 
Against War and Fascism can sufficiently 
penetrate the ranks of labor with the mean- 
ing of the Supreme Court decision and the 
events which will follow it, we can prevent 
in this country the organization of the com- 
pletely repressive Fascist state. 

° 
Wage Cuts Admitted by Official Statis- 

ties of the “Labor Front” 
‘The official organ of the “German Labor 

Front,” the “Arbeitertum,” records the fol- 
lowing average weekly wages paid in the 
leading branches of industry during the two 
years of Hitler's rule (in marks): 
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The Supreme Court has “taken the guts’ ‘new New Deat” is another step 
toward Paseism; it gives. labor 
whatever and is @ product of the Chamber. of 

‘Commerce. 
rmumber of leaders, forerunners of American Hit- 

Drawing by Mildred Rackley 

1933 1934 
Building trades 4.44 28.51 
Mining — as SSH ALTA 
Wood workers 48.20 2654 

Metal manufacturers 4176 92:14 
‘Textile industry 18.60 2147 
Leather industry 38.88.2957 
Chemical industry ——— $249 20.05 
Food industry 47.04 25.64 

sigjeysiness 
out of “a 

  

‘no, protection 
The Blue Eagle hatched incipient Pascist 
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WHY POVERTY? 

Why are factories closed, why are crops destroyed, when 12,000,000 are jobless and nearly half of the population lives on a level of bare subsistence? 
From an industrial plant capable of producing plenty for all, comes a trickle of wealth for the masses. How ean we turn on the faucet full force? 

THE INSANITY OF SCARCITY IN THE MODERN WORLD 
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By FRANK L. PALMER 
Eastern Bureau Manager, Federated Press 
If the factories, farms, mills and mines were 

utilized to full capacity, each family could get 
an annual income of $4,370 (in terms of 1929 
dollars) the committee reported. $4,970 is the 
result of no guesswork. It was reached only 
after months of careful study and research 
work. ‘The men who conducted that survey 
were no “outside agitators.” Harold Loeb, 
Felix Frazer, Walter N. Polakoy and other 
capable engineers did the work—and accuracy 
was their watchword. 

But $4,870 a year for each family would he 
only a starter. It would increase, both in 
amount and in purchasing power. We do not 
buy a home each year. By eliminating all hi 
drances to the work of scientists and engi- 
neers, rapid technological progress could be 
‘made. And by eliminating all waste, all need- 
less. expenditures, more and more of our na- 
tional income could be used for constructive as 
well as consumptive purposes. 

Under an abundance economy, not only 
would a larger share of the income go into 
consumptive channels, but the whole income 
level would be quickly raised. In 1929 the 
Survey found our national income was 93 
billion dollars. It might have been 135 bil- 
lion, In 1938 a real new deal would have 
brought us an income of 141 billion dollars. 

‘Think of that sum: One hundred and forty- 
‘one billion dollars! ‘Then think of 1988—and 
all the other years of the depression. Think 
of the wicked waste in industry and the pite- 
ous waste in himan life. Think of the mil- 
ions of unemployed, picture kids in rags, 
‘Think of these humans living in misery—and 
abies without milk, the aged without income 
then think what we might and should have 
had, Think of the wages under Roosevelt's 
work-relief program—$19 to $94 monthly! 
‘The majority employed under this program 
will get less than $50 a month. Lowell Lim- 
pus wrote in the N. Y. Daily News that: 

  

  

  

“More than 96 percent of the workers in the 
United States receive less than $2,000 a year. 

According to the U. S. Federal Trade 
Commission, in 1926 one percent of the people 
‘owned 59 percent of the wealth reported, and 
since that time the rich have been getting 
richer and the poor poorer.” 

Had our mines, timberlands and factories 
been operated to capacity in 1929 we would 
have used 50 percent more anthracite coal 
We'd have doubled our educational facilities. 
We'd have bought 25 percent more automo- 
Biles. We'd have consumed twice as much 
butter. We'd have had more milk to drink. 
We'd have eaten more fresh vegetables; kept 
‘our country’s chickens contended by consum- 
ing 25 percent more eggs. We'd have eaten 
5 billion pounds more beef, worn 88. million 
more men’s suits, bought 7% million more 
coats for the women folks, 80 million more 
pairs of shoes. 

‘And we would have been able to afford 
them. ‘The machinery and the men and the 
brains and the necd were all there. We 
simply didn’t use them. We could—and we 
ean—have an economy of plenty, an economic 
system run for use. We can end unemploy- 
‘ment, give our people economic security, make 
our society really civilized. We can abolish 
poverty and unemployment! 

What stands between us and this life of 
plenty for all? There can be only one answer 
—the profit system. ‘The Survey showed 
simply and clearly that abundance can come 
only through a planned, socially-owned soci- 
ety. But under capitalism individual owners 
scramble for profits at any cost, and there 
can be no real planning. Employers lower, 
rather than raise the standard of living; and 
as long as the profit system endures, there 
can be no hope of production for use and 
plenty for all. 

‘The owners of the system tell us that we 
must be content with what we have, They 

(Continued om page 17) 
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Fighting the Anaconda Copper Co. 
By WALTER I. SHAY 

Editor, The Eye Opener, Labor Paper of Butte, Montana. 

‘een a corporation-ridden state. Nowhere 
in the Union could you find more com- 

plete domination by big business than here; 
the Anaconda Copper, Northern Pacific and 

ied interests were the government. One 
result was that Montana was the only state 
to show a decrease in population. 

But some rays of sunshine are beginning 
to break through the heavy black clouds. 
‘Two months ago a progressive, Charles Haus- 
wirth, was elected Mayor of Butte, defeating 
the candidate backed by a score of corpora- 
tions, and in opposition to the corporation- 
controlled political machines of the state and 
county. A year ago the Wall Street interests 
got @ shock when the Butte Miners’ Union 
went on a three month’s strike. For the first 
time public sentiment favored the strikers. 
Although they won only a few concessions, 
the moral victory was a severe blow to the 
Anaconda (Rockefeller) interests. Another 
encouraging sign is the decline in power of 
corporation lobbyists at the late legislative 
session at Helena, Eleven members of the 
State Legislature, formerly employed by the 
‘Anaconda and allied interests, lost their jobs 
after the session ended as a result of their 
loss of legislative control. 

The May Day parade held in Butte this 
year was one of the biggest ever witnessed 
in this state. More than 5,000 members of 
the Miners’ Union marched. No hall was 
large enough to accommodate the crowd. An 
‘open air meeting filled the street in front of 
the courthouse, lasting three hours. State 
Senators Garrison and Taylor made stirring 
speeches against war and Fascism. Other 
speakers, affliated with recently organized 
Butte unions, roundly condemned various local 
unions for not taking part in the May Day 
demonstration, 

‘A year ago the Seattle Post Intelligencer, 
one of the Hearst chain of newspapers, put 
‘on a subscription campaign in Butte. The 
Miners’ Union had boycotted the two local 
papers owned by the Anaconda, The writer 
‘was asked to be the Montana correspondent 
for the Hearst shect. But after a few 

E OR more than twenty years Montana has 

Liberty Today 
By C. E, M. JOAD 

E. P. Dutton & Co., $1.50. 

‘This “re-statement of the eternal case of 
freedom” contains nothing that has not been 
said, and better said, by champions of liberty 
from John Stuart Mill and John Milton to 
‘Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and 
Oswald Garrison ’ Villard. Professor Joad 
fails to analyze the forces in modern society 
which are threatening freedom today. His 
plea for preservation of liberty is eloquent, 
and all opponents of Fascism will agree with 
him about this, But he suggests no means, 
no methods, by which we can preserve the 
best traditions of freedom and democracy. 
Liberal humanitarianism is not enough; the 
ethical approach divorced from realistic eco- 
nomics is out-of-date. 

weeks, Hearst's fascist propaganda compelled 
him to resign. During the past six months 
the Butte circulation of the Hearst paper 
hhas dropped more than 50 percent. 

When Jeanette Rankin, first Congresswo- 
man, returned from Washington to tell a 
Butte audience why she had voted against 
entrance into the war, she could not get 
any hall in town. Her open-air meeting was 
broken up by company gunmen and lobby- 
gows. But today anyone opposed to war and 
Fascism could get any hall in Butte and a 
large audience. 

One highly important fact of which the 
public knew nothing at that time may have 
something to do with the breaking up of the 
Rankin meeting. The Butte copper mines 
carry a big by-product of gold and silver. 
During the war the price of silver reached 
$1.29 an ounce. ‘The Anaconda was produe- 
ing more than 1,000,000 ounces of silver a 
month and about $600,000 worth of gold. 
‘Phe American copper companies were selling 
copper to the Allies at 98 cents a pound, and 

the Anaconda monthly copper production was 
about 80,000,000 pounds. (The fixed price was 
28% conte a pound, but before the U. S. en- 
tered the war the price to Germany was 40 

3p.) With the gold and silver by-prod- 
ucts practically paying operating costs, wages 
and overhead, the Anaconda was netting about 

a third of a million dollars daily from its Butte 
properties. No wonder this corporation objected 
to Miss Rankin speaking against the war. And 
this was also one of the reasons that Frank 
Little, LW.W. orgs was taken from his 
bed in the middle of the night, dragged 
through the streets and hanged to a railroad 

sross his mutilated body was a 
placard reading: “Bill Dunne, Tom Campbell 
and other agitators. (The placard read 
“34007 M." The initials are those of 
strike leaders, and the numerals were tht vigi- 
Iante symbole with the meaning as given here. 

trestle, 

If another war comes, the Anaconda and 
‘other such corporations which profit from 
war will again attempt to suppress those 
‘opposed to it. Now, while we have some of 
cout liberties left, while we have the right to 
organize, we should build up a strong move- 
ment against war and Fascism; and labor 
should give its wholeshearted support to this 
movement against the forces of reaction, di- 
rected from Wall Street. 

MIDSUMMER NIGHTS’ DREAM— 1935 
5  



   
   

     
    

    
   
    
   
    

    
    
     

     

    
   
    

    
    

   
    

    

    

   

      

     
    

   
    

   
   
   
     
      
   

IMPERIALIST WOLVES QUARREL OVER THE SPOILS 

  F JAPAN should demand that Roosevelt be 
removed from office, that the United States 
Army and Navy abandon the Philippines 

and other Pacific possessions, and that Japan 
be given a mandate over them, this would be 
the equivalent of its demands upon China 
‘These demands and the conquest of North 
China are outrageous; yet no worse in prin= 
ciple than ‘those made upon China when the 
British forced their opium traffic on the Chi- 
nese, or upon Spain by the United States be- 
fore the Spanish-American War, or the con- 
quest of colonial peoples generally by the big 
powets. Imperialist conquest is invariably 
reprehensible. But this doesn’t justify either 
Japanese aggression in China or Italian ag- 
gression in Africa. 

War has been narrowly averted many times 

  

The American Navy with its bombing 
planes, in the Pacific, ready—for what? 

during the past year; now the danger that 
conflict over Abyssinia and China, added to 
the numerous antagonisms among European 
powers, may flare up into a world conflagra- 
tion, is greater than ever. 

‘The Chinese war-lords have capitulated 
abjectly to Japan's demands, What will be the 
next objective of Japanese imperialists? Prob- 
ably Inner Mongolia, and then the Outer Mon- 
golian People’s Republic and Soviet Siberia. 

  

  

The shaded area (OPPER nIGHT) shows 
Chinese provinces being occupied by Japa- 
nese troops: the dotted area is controlled 
by the Chinese Red Army, the strongest 

‘anti-imperialist force in China. 

  

Italian troop 100,000 strong, move toward Abyssinia (Lx 
Japanese troops move into Hopei and Chahar (RIGHT). 

By LISTON M. OAK 

Nathaniel Peffer writes in the N. Y. Times 
of June 16: “Japan has acquired a position 
from which it can easily flank Soviet Russia. 
Mongolia offers a springboard from which the 
‘Trans-Siberian Railroad could be severed, and 

astern Siberia cut off from Russia.” But 
‘Japan will not find the Soviet Government so 
willing to surrender its territory and its people 
to Japanese exploitation as were the Kuomin- 
tang war-lords. 

‘The League of Nations long ago shawed its 
impotence to check the implacable advance of 
‘Japan in realization of its plan, outlined in the 
Tanaka Memorial for the conquest of Asia 
‘and domination of the Pacific. It is question- 
able whether any power or combination of 
powers could or should take any effective 
action against Japan—a World War would be 
tthe certain outcome. Possibly the recent over- 
tures of Britain for “unity” with the United 
States “to preserve peace” may be tentative 
diplomatic moves toward joint action to de- 
fend the imperialist interests of the two na- 
tions in Asia which would be adversely affected 
by Japan’s conquest of China. Perhaps the 
recent Pacific naval maneuvers and the enor- 
‘mous appropriations of Congress for strength- 
ening the American Army and Navy have 
some connection with developments in Asia. 
‘The demands made upon China now are almost 
identical with the “Twenty-one Demands” of 
1915; after the World War the United States 
and Great Britain “persuaded” Japan to with- 
draw these demands. But Japan in 1985 will 
not again,peacefully surrender its gains. 

Another historical fact that is interesting 
in this situation is that one of the reasons thes 
United States sent an army to Siberia in 1918 
was to keep Japan from acquiring that ter- 
ritory. Since then our State Department has 
limited itself to feeble protests against Japan's 
flouting of the Nine Power Treaty and the 
Kellogg Pact, and the slamming of the Open 
Door. 

Japan is making its conquests alone and 
without the sanction of the League of Na- 
tions, The conquest of Abyssinia may receive 
such sanction. Many European diplomats 
favor acceptance of Mussolini’s proposal that 
Ethiopia be divided into three spheres of in- 
fluence and handed over to Italy, France and 
Great Britain, as the only way to avoid war. 
France particularly fears that Mussolini can- 
not be checked any more svecessfully than 
Japan was checked, and that if Italy 
gaged in an African campaign, Germany will 

  

  

  

  

    

seize the opportunity to move into Austria and 
Memel, 

Ttaly has mobilized nearly a million soldiers, 
of whom about 200,000 have been sent to E: 
trea, in Africa. Thus Il Duce has stolen a 
march on the other European powers. It is 
axiomatic that the loss of a day in mobiliza~ 
tion after a declaration of war may mean de- 
feat, Mussolini is ready for the war he says is 
inevitable, and which he has glorified as the 
highest expression of humanity. 

But to accomplish this coup, the Fascists 
had to tighten the terror. There have been a 
series of mutinies among Italian troops and 
“ziots” among the civilians who object to the 
hardships, sacrifices, and hazards being forced 
‘upon them—they know they will not benefit 
from the conquest of Abyssinia. They do not 
care to be slaughtered or starve for the glory 
of Italy and Il Duce and the enrichment of 
Italian capitalists. The New York Post states 
that these mutinies and strikes, in addition to 
the threat of economic disaster, aggravated by 
the enormous cost of maintaining a huge war 
‘machine, present the Fascists with a dilemma. 
“Fascism and the arms manufacturers have 
brought the economy of Italy to that stage of 
deformity wherein it can avoid collapse only by 
accelerating perpetually its war preparations, 
a fact equally true of Hitler Germany.” 

In May the Italian Treasury announced the 
cost of the Abyssinian campaign thus far as 
$51,000,000. The Rome correspondent of the 
Chicago Tribune was expelled from Italy for 
writing articles on the finaneial erisis and re- 
porting mutinies; the New York Times has 
‘been barred for an editorial on the people's 
‘opposition to Mussolini's adventure and the 
possibility of his being overthrown. 

‘The Italo-Ethiopian conflict has resulted in 
the Emperor granting the British the right to 
build a dam at Lake Tsana, which feeds the 
Nile, source of irrigation for England’s cotton- 
growing colony in the Sudan, “The Ethiopian 
Emperor is said to realize it is not unwise to 
have Britain's protection against a possible 
Italian invasion in the Tsana region,” says 
the Times. Ethiopia will pay a price for 
Britain’s protection, and Lake Tsana will not 
bbe the last coneession given. 

Mussolini accuses Britain of subsidizing and 
arming the Ethiopians and encouraging their 
hostility to Italians; Germany is also charged 
with arming them. Il Duce says Britain wants 
a protectorate over this last independent Afri- 

(Continued on page V1) 
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Steel Town Americanism 
RESENT day conditions in the steel 
towns are a perfect picture of feudal- 

mm at its worst. ‘The stecl companies 
completely dominate phase of the 
workers’ lives. The local government is run 
by the companies. Workers are subject to 
police brutality for the crime of fighting for 
unionism. Union halls are bombed. The spy 
system of the Steel Trust is notorious and 
efficient. ‘The mere whisper that a man is dis- 
satisfied is rated as sufficient cause for dis- 
charge. 

‘The growth of the company union under 
the NRA is an abridgement of the rights of 
workers and a long step toward the climina- 
tion of real fighting trade unions which is a 
part of the setting up of a Fascist state. 

Discharge, demotion and discrimination of 
workers for fighting for their civil rights of 
free speech, free assemblage and the right to 
organize is nothing new, but it has reached 
a climax in the past few years, Thousands 
of workers in Clairton, Aliquippa, Weirton, 
Alton, and elsewhere are walking the strects 
because they dared exercise their constitu- 
tional rights in defiance of the will of the 
Steel Trust. Discrimination is especially bit- 
ter against foreign-born and Negro steel 
workers. Both national and racial jingoism 
fare used by the bosses to keep the workers 
divided. 

[Al these conditions are prevalent today, mak- 
ing the exercise of the Constitutional rights of free 
speech, free assemblage and the right to organize 
not only dificult bue actually dangerous. Persecu- 
tions under the existing laws inevitably follow 
‘any attempt on the part of the workers to exercise 
these rights. 

Democracy today is not for the workers, 
but is reserved for the employers and the 
osses. The basic civil rights do not apply to 
the ordinary workers but only to bosses and 
those workers who are content to be wage 
slaves. Only those workers who will crawl 

By CLARENCE IRWIN 
Former President, Sizth District of Amalga- 
‘mated Iron, Steel and Tin Workers, expelled 
at the recent convention by the Tighe machine. 

fn their bellies to the boss, only those who 
are content to be mere profit-making, machines 
for the owners, only these can exercise their 
“rights.” 

Any further repressive legislation means 
placing more weapons in the hands of the 
employers to be used against the work 
‘This will mean the even more complete sub- 
Jection of the workers, The rights of the 
workers, curtailed as they are today, will be 
almost completely destroyed by any further 
repressive laws. The encouragement given 
the companies by such Government approval 
of their terrorism will mean that no worker 
who dares to assert his rights will be safe 
from violence and torture even in his own 
home. 

‘This road will lead finally to the loss of 
all democracy and the establishment of a 
Fascist state of wage slaves who serve no 
purpose except as profit-makers and cannon. 
fodder in the imperialist wars which are sure 
to follow. ‘These various repressive laws may 
‘be aimed at certain groups, but past experi- 
ence has shown that they will be used indis- 
criminately against all workers who dare to 
fight for their most elemental rights. An 
attack on any group of workers means an 
attack on all workers; and all workers must 
rally to the support of the group which is 
attacked, and shoulder to shoulder wage a 
continuous and bitter fight for the rights of 
all workers. 

Im the face of this new attack by the em: 
ployers it is a tragedy and a lasting disgrace 
that even in the ranks of organized labor we 
find certain treacherous leaders who not only 
support these enemies but actually work and 
fight for the anti-labor laws. Such men 
Matthew Woll, Acting President of the C 
Federation, which is nothing but a strike- 

breaking agency, and also a Vice-President 
of the American Federation of Labor, are 
nothing but active Hearst agents'in the ranks 
of organized labor, traitors to the cause of 
labor. Other labor leaders who advocate 
no-strike policies, class collaboration, peace 
at any price, are also giving encourage- 
ment to the enemy. Those labor leaders who 
seek discriminatory laws in the unions are 
certainly setting a fine example to the em- 
ployer class who seek the enactment of si 
lar laws on a national ba 

We steel workers have experienced these 
traitorous tactics to the full in the policies 
of M. F. Tighe in the steel union. Wholesale 
expulsions, revocations of charters, forcible 
ejection from our own building in Pittsburgh 
are to be expected from the Steel Trust, but 
such tacties from the President of a labor 
union can be regarded as nothing but treason 
not only to the steel worker, but to the entire 
Inbor movement. These tactics serve no one 
Dut the employers, and lead to still further 
exploitation and persecution of the workers. 

What is needed by the workers is more 
rights, not less. The rights which the work- 
ers have won by many years of hard fought 
struggle must be increased, not lessened. 
‘These rights are sacred, and we must organize 
solidly to not only maintain them but to in- 
erease them, We have seen in Germany the 
inevitable result of division among the work- 

‘The workers of Fascist Germany also 
faced this stage of affairs. We must profit 
by their experience and, forgetting all differ- 
ences, unite all workers in defense of all our 
rights. We must organize to go forward, not 
ack. Vietory will not be easy but will be won 
by hard determined work and a continuous 
militant straggle against all enemies who seck 
to curtail in any way our rights. These ene- 
mies may be many, but we can win by hard 
work and organization of all true workers 
and those who believe in justice. 
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is as brutal as the axe of Hitler’s exe- 
ccutioner, and as crooked as his swas- 

tika, However, there is nothing new in Fas- 
cism, It is old-fashioned savagery, now used 
to perpetuate collapsing capitalism. It is the 
ast resort of the capitalist system desper- 
ately trying to save itself from inevitable 
doom. It is capitalism gone mad. Tt means 
conflict among nations and disaster to the 
human race. It will mean the doom of hu- 

i man civilization unless all decent-minded peo- 
ple everywhere organize to fight it in the 
most intelligent way. 

‘There are two general ways of influencing 
human behavior: persuasion and coercion 
Every human institution or organization uses 
‘one or both methods to govern the behavior 
of its members. The aim of civilization is 
to establish a society governed by reason 
instead of coercion. People are civilized to 
the degree they are governed by reason; 
they are noble to the degree they defy ter- 

F ASCISM js the open reign of terror. It 

  

  

Fascist Terror Threatens American Labor 
By ALEX. J. PHILLIAN 

Capitalism is a profit system founded on 
wage-slavery. Capitalist society is, therefore, 
made up of two genera 
ers and the exploited. Capitalism is based 
‘on the philosophy of “rugged individualism,” 
which defends the exploitation of man by 
man, and maintains that human beings ean 
best secure the essentials of life—food, shelter, 
clothing, ete—by individual competitive en- 
terprise as opposed to collective cooperative 
enterprise, which is the. basis of Socialism. 
This “every-man-for-himself” philosophy of 
capitalism naturally creates the sort of de- 
structive cut-throat competition which pits 
‘man against man, and nation against nation. 
‘The resulting conflict leads to war and Hell 
on Earth. 

With the development of the modern ma- 
chine age and imperialism, the inherent con- 
tradictions of our present society have be- 
come more and more clear and sharp. Mod- 
ern seientifie means of production and dis- 
tribution have thrown millions of people out 
of work. This and the development of a 

  

classes: the exploit~ 

Member Joint Executive Board, American Federation of Sillt Workers, Patterson, N. J. 

Socialist society on one-sixth of the earth 
has made it impossible for the robber barons 
to persuade the masses peacefully that “Capi- 
talism is the best system in the world,” s0, 
now, they are resorting to coercion—to 
organized force, terror, Fascism. Mussolini 
may hide his axe in a bundle of sticks, and 
his atrocities may be somewhat less flagrant 
and open than Hitler’s shocking torture and 
mass murder of his opponents. Nevertheless, 
the executioner’s axe remains the best sym- 
bol of Fascism. 

The Fascist axe has already been wielded 
against labor in America, the stronghold of 
capitalism. With twelve million unemployed 
workers, with growing misery among the 
masses, big business is driven to desperate 
straits, and has already begun to wield the 
axe. The use of the militia in strikes, the 
organization of Vigilante bands, the impris- 
onment and brutal murder of strikers, and 
the new “Dred Scott Decision” handed down 
by the U. S. Supreme Court against Angelo 

(Continued on page 17) 
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PROGRAM 
OF THE AMERICAN LEAGUE AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 

1, To work toward the stopping of the manufacture and transport of 
munitions and all other: material essential to the conduct of war, through 
‘mass demonstrations, picketing and strikes; to likewise withdraw the profes 
Sonal classes from service of the war machine and to enlist them in agi 
tation and educational propaganda against war and every aspect of Fascism. 

   
  

  

  

2, To expose everywhere the extensive preparations for war being, carried 
fon under the guise of aiding “national recovery.” 

3, To demand the transfer of all war funds to relief of the unemployed, 
the distressed farmers and those deprived of education and the social services. 

    sacks Te,cppet, he policies of American imperilom in the Far Ea ip 
atin America and throughout the world; to support the struggles of all 

Colonial peoples against the imperialist policics of exploitation and armed 
‘suppression. 

      3, To support the 
proposals for total a 
‘of masies in all count 

  

  

  

policies of the Soviet Union and expecially the 
riversal disarmament, which today the copontute the cease aed tow 2 

  

       

   

    

  

   
    
    
    
     
    

    
       
    

  Strikers versus the state; this s 
year when vigilantes,    

‘rallies ite forces to resist wage cuts. 

  
sene in the general textile strike last 

National Guardsmen, supplemented by the police and 
re mobilized against workers, i being duplicated now 

in Omaha and elsewhere with increasing frequency as labor 

to war throughout the world.    

   ‘many and other countries under Fascist dictatorshi 
Widespread use of the armed forces against the workers, farmers 
special terrorism and suppression of Negroes in their attempts to, 7 
decent standard of living; to mobilize aggressive defense of the civil liberties 
fof these groups and so stop the growing Fascist trend of our so-called “de- 
cratic” government. 

    

7. To win the armed forces to the support of the program. 
8, To enlist for our program the women in industry and in the home: 

‘and to enlist the youth, especially those who, by the crisis, have been deprived 
Sf taining inthe induserea and are therefore more sucepble to Fascist and 
‘war propaganda. 

9. To give effective international support to all workers and anti-war 
fighters against their own imperialist governments; and to all who suffer 
and struggle under the Fascist State, 

  

  

  

10. To form committees of action against war and Fascism in every inpor- 
tant = a industry, pe in the pan industries; to ee ze the 
support for this program of all organizations secKing to prevent war, Ds Special attention wo labor, veteran, unemployed and farmer organizations,    
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By BRUCE CRAWFORD 

  

     Southern Labor Fighting for Right to Organize 

Noted Southern Journalist, Editor, and, Champion of Labor's Rights 

“backward and degenerate,” as a liberal 
writer has said. Tt may cherish a nos- 

talgia for the simplicity of ante-bellum econ- 
omy, under which black labor was a chattel, 
and troublesome poor whites betook them- 
selves to the scrubby marginal lands of the 
hills. But a degenerate class can become a 
ruthlessly desperate class. The Southern 
aristocracy rules through a one-party govern- 
ment. Southern owners are still imbued with 
the master-slave psychology, and are not so 
“backward” as are capitalists in other parts 
of the nation in one particular—they are 
making the quickest strides toward Fascism. 

Owning-class paternalism has been more 
pronounced in the South. A psychology of 
servility has tended to prevent self-determi- 
nation and self-reliance in the masses, black 
or white. The owners have kept their work- 
‘ers in ignorance, fostering a servile depend- 
ence, and have assumed the r6le of paternal- 
istic uplift toward their benighted victims. 
The idea prevails among Southern owners 
that no outside influence should presume to 
“tell us how to handle our niggers,” or to 

spose upon us Northern labor restrictions.” 
Southern capitalism is becoming more sav- 

agely opposed to attempts at self-determina- 
tion by the working people of both races. It 
is turning quickly to fascist methods of sup- 
pression by means of which to maintain its 
power and profits. Hence the wave of terror 
against trade unions, sharecroppers, militant 
Negro workers, and labor organizations in 
the South. 

Terrorism has lately been most violent in 
Arkansas, Alabama, and Kentucky. The May 
issue of FIGHT gave an account of terror 
ism against the tenant farmers and share~ 
eroppers in Arkansas. In Alabama the Share- 
eroppers’ Union is putting up a strong fight 
against a wage scale of forty cents a day 
for cotton chopping and picking. The union 
demands $1.25 for an eight hour day. It is 
also resisting raids on corn cribs by sheriffs 
sent by landlords to collect debts which the 
shareeroppers feel they do not owe. The 
workers organize under constant threat of 
attacks by landlord nightriders, who have the 
sympathy of Governor Bibb Graves, formerly 
an active Ku Kluxer. 

Birmingham recently passed what is known 
‘as the Downs literature ordinance, which 
provides a fine of $100 and a jail term of 

ix months for possession of radical or “sedi- 
jous” literature. What constitutes seditious 

literature is determined by corporation judges. 
In Alabama such authorities consider the 

Nation and New Republic and FIGHT, as 
well as Socialist and Communist publications, 
as seditious. Recently Robert Wood, district 
seeretary of the International Labor Defense, 
‘was arrested for violation of the Downs or- 
dinance. After widespread protest, he was 
released, ‘Then he was kidnaped by Vigi- 

T= SOUTHERN RULING class may be 

  

    

   

antes, beaten up and thrown into a creek. 
‘Others have been kidnaped and beaten up by 
fascist gangs employed by the Tennessee 
Coal and Iron Companv in Birmingham. 

Homes have been raided and arrests made 
without warrants by gangsters hired as de- 
tectives by corporations. As usual the red 
seare has been raised, but most workers are 
not being fooled by that. 

And now Harlan County, Kentucky, is 
again in a state of terror. Labor leaders 
are being driven out, and the whole popula- 
tion is being intimidated by Sheriff Middleton 
who has deputized scores of mine guards for 
the coal operators. Reprisals are being prac- 
tticed against those citizens who show sym- 
pathy for the miners. Living conditions are 
appalling. Harlan Coal Companies used fas- 
cist tactics back in 1991, when committees 
headed ‘by Theodore Dreiser and Waldo 
‘Frank investigated that region. With a change 
of politicians, the situation is as bad now 
as it was then. A commission recently ap- 
pointed by the Governor to investigate the 
situation reported “unspeakable conditions,” 
but unless the United Mine Workers’ leader- 
ship in the field pursues a more militant 
course there will be little if any let-up in 
the fearful exploitation of the workers. 

One of the newest moves which would facil- 
itate Fascism, especially in the South, is the 
proposed utilitizing of the coal industry. The 
largest coal operators in the South are be- 
hind the movement, which culminates in the 
Guffey Bill. Strangely enough the bill also. 
has the support of John L. Lewis. This bill 
‘would rut the coal industry under the control 
and protection of a government commission 
dominated by the big operators, who would 
set standards which the small operators could 
not meet. More miners would be thrown out 
‘of work, but these would be “rehabilitated” 
in primitive fashion on patches of land. The 
Guffey Dill, praised by John L. Lewis and 
the big operators, would be a precedent for 
similar set-ups in other industries. It would 
mean the further trustification of private in- 
dustry. Tt would be a step toward the cor- 
porate state in America. And if the official- 
dom of the A. F. of L. acquiesces in such a 
movement, the U.M.W. A. will become a big 
national company union. Strikes would be 
outlawed, and rank and file workers would be 
regimented as a labor army. 
Everywhere in the South the “marginal 

labor” problem is perplexing the owning 
class. There are “too many workers” in in- 
dustry, so they must be “rehabilitated” on 
the land, There are too many dispossessed 
small farmers—17 per cent have lost their 

  

  

    

American Federation of Labor leaders at the Madison Square Garden mesting 
to protest against the “coolio” wage scale set by Roosevelt for his work-relief program. 
Leet 7 RIGHT: Mrs. Anna Rosenberg, State N.R. 

farms since 1929; they constitute a “menace,” 
so they are advised to borrow from the gov- 
ernment and thus help bail out the banks 
and insurance companies, and get back on 
their lands as interest-paying tenants of a 
government controlled by these same banks 
‘and insurance companies. The plan is, gen- 
erally, to spread the work to more people, in 
order to keep down militancy; but the plan 
predicates still lower living standards. Those 
who refuse rehabilitation or shared work 
‘will be corralled in concentration camps and 
subjected to fascist treatment, 

‘The poor in most Southern states are dis- 
franchized by the poll tax. Where they do 
vote, they must support candidates named by 
the corporations. Government relief work is 
‘rationed to those who vote for such candi- 
dates. Hence the state governments, con- 
trolled by the corporations and big land- 
owners, send highway-patrolmen to any point 
of industrial dispute or working-class dem- 
onstration. The state is always a strike- 
breaker. 

Southern liberals, especially newspaper edi- 
tors, should more vigorously protest against 
the terroristic acts of fascist gangs. They 
should protest against the passage of gag 
Jaws and any other legislation conferring 
more power upon those responsible for this 
terrorism. They should support the workers 
—the only class in a position to effectively 
defend civil rights and achieve democracy 
for the majority. And to support the work- 
ers, the liberals must fight against the bar- 
barism of Fascism which desperate capitalists 
would impose upon us. 

  

  

  

NorMAan Tuomas and ANGELO HERNDON 
The Socialist leader has pledged his aid to 

the campaign initiated by the International 
Labor Defense for a nation-wide, united front 
protest movement to fres the Negro youth 
from a sentence of 18 to 20 years on the 
Georgia chain gang. A. Philip Randolph, 
president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, has also joined the united front de- 
fense, endorsed by the N. A. A. C. P. 

  

on May 23 
Director; Joseph P. Ryan, President   

Of the International Longshoremen's Association; William Green, President of the A.F. of Luz 
Sidney Hillman, President of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers; John Lewis, President of 

the’ United Mine Workers.    



   
   

    
   

   

    
    

  

    

   

    
   
   

      
     

    

    

    
     

    
    

     
    

     

  

    

     

   

    
    

    

     

    

    

   

    
     

   

  

   

action is traditional. Their ability to or- 
ganize, to negotiate and enforce agree- 

ments with the railroad managers needs no 
comment here, Any departure of the railroad 
unions from their traditional fighting policy 
is of the greatest concern to the entire labor 
movement of the United States. 

For where the working class has followed 
the line of compromise and conciliation (Ger- 
‘many, Italy, ete.) there Fascism has invariably 
grown and conquered. 

T HE MILITANCY of railroad workers in 

‘The railroad unions grew out of struggle, 
and from the time when they were first 
organized until the beginning of the economic 
crisis and business depression, railroad work 
ers relied upon their strike power alone to 
enforce contracts and win concessions. 

During this period the Brotherhood leaders 
maneuvered and preached in vain for a policy 
of compromise to replace strike action. 

Efforts of Brotherhood leaders to turn the 
railroad unions away from a policy of strug- 
gle date almost from the birth of the organ- 
nations, In 1907 Warren G. Stone, Presi- 
dent of the Locomotive Engineers, Garretson, 
President of the Conductors, and Morrisey, 
President of the Trainmen, started their 
‘American Employees and Investors Associa- 
tion, the purpose of which, according to the 
constitution was: “To cultivate and maintain 
detween its members (R.R. employees and 
stockholders) such a mutual spirit of interest 
and concern for the welfare and prosperity 
of American railroads as will promote their 
successful operation.” 

This scheme failed to impress railroad 
workers, as did all profit-sharing partnership 
schemes undertaken by owners with support 
of the union leaders. 

‘A broad public demand for safe transpor- 
tation brought passage of the Hours of Serv- 
ice Act in 1909. This same demand coupled 
with pressure for increased efficiency, sup- 
ported by powerful lobbies of manufacturers 
of appliances, brought passage of Safety Ap- 
plianee Laws, 

This legislation was heralded by Railway 
Labor Executives, as they christened them- 
selves, as pointing the road to progress—as 
showing the advantages of legalism as 
against economic action. * 

In 1916 the demand for an eight-hour day 
was backed up by a general strike threat. 
To prevent the strike Congress hurriedly 
jammed through the Adamson Bill. ‘The eight- 
hour day was granted with time and one-half 
pay for overtime to all transportation de- 
partment employees. 

It was a vietory for mass pressure and the 
threat of strike action but the labor execu- 
tives again claimed that a substitute for 
strike action had been found. 

‘The concessions granted to railroad work 
cers during’ the wartime Government Admini 
tration under Wm. G. McAdoo strengthened 
these arguments, 
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Labor Militancy Essential to Victory Over Fascismb 

By J. E. McDONALD 

The Plumb Plan League promoted by the 
Brotherhood chiefs was based upon the 
theory that the war time conditions for rail- 
road labor (conditions actually induced by 
the necessity to avoid the possibility of strike 
tie-ups in this vital industry while our capi- 
talists waged foreign war, and to enable 
railroad magnates to participate in war 
profits) could be made permanent without 
resort to strike power. The plan was de- 
feated. 

By this time the Brotherhood of Locomotive 
Engineers had gone into banking, real estate 
and other capitalist ventures in a big way, 
under the leadership of Stone. 

‘These ventures gave so much promise at 
the start that in 1920 President Prentice, 
successor to Stone, was moved to declare: 
“In Ameriea there is no such thing as a 
working class as distinguished from a capital- 
ist class. It is the aim of the Brotherhood 
to show its members and workers generally 
how to become eapitalists as well as workers. 
We have demonstrated America’s answer to 
the theories of Marx and Lenin, to the theo- 
ries of the class-struggle.” 

During that same year however the rank 
and file gave a remarkable demonstration of 
their contempt for the vacillating policies 
of the leadership. The so-called “outlaw” 
switchmen’s strike broke out in a dozen 
of the largest railway centers—spontaneously 
and over the heads of their leaders. 

  

  

  

     

Only by declaring the strike illegal, using 
one section of organized workers against the 
organized strikers, and the closest cooperation 
‘of the labor executives with the railway ex- 
ecutives, were the men driven back to work 
without having won the increase in wages 
demanded. 

‘Again in 1922 the attempt to reduce 
wages of shopmen “back to normaley” resulted 
in a nation-wide strike of shopmen despite 
all efforts of the labor executives to prevent 
fa strike and accept a wage cut. These lead- 
ers accepted a wage cut for the less militant, 
poorly organized track workers on the day 
preceding that set for the strike. Contin- 
uanee of the same sort of tactics added to 
those used in 1920 defeated the strike 

‘The Railway Labor Act was passed in 
1926, In round table fashion railway labor 
executives and railway managers jointly 
drew up this law. 

Adjustment, Mediation, Special Investigat- 
ing and Emergency Boards, under this law 
take the place of strike action as the means 
of settling disputes and enforcing contracts. 

‘That the law failed to remove the pos- 
sibility of a railroad strike, however, is 
proven by the fact that strike votes were taken 
on a number of large systems during 1983 
and 1984 to enforce settlement of thousands 
of accumulated grievances deadlocked or 
stalled in the apparatus of the adjustment 
machinery. ‘The law encouraged violation of 
contracts by the roads due to the fact that 

  

‘The Fascist Beast Snarls 

it made strike action more difficult to erys- 
talize, Mr, Loree was also confronted with 

fa strike threat when he attempted to repu- 
diate agreements. 

Employees of the Mobile & Ohio voted for 
a general strike to prevent wage cuts beyond 
the national agreement, but were led into a 
compromise settlement under which an addi- 
tional 8 percent was imposed. 

In 1984 the Railway Labor Act of 1926 
‘was amended. The railroad labor leaders pro- 
claimed this revised aw as a new “Magna 
Charta” for railroad labor. It strengthened 
the arbitration machinery, made acceptance 
of Adjustment Board decisions compulsory, 
‘and opened the way for legalizing company 
unions which the collaboration policy brought 
to shop workers. 

Except for a flood of telegrams that poured 
upon Congress when the bill was on the 
floor, the entire campaign for a Railroad 
Employees Retirement Pension Law was con- 
fined to lobbying alone. The Supreme Court 
ruled the law unconstitutional, dealing a 
blow to the nation-wide campaign of labor 
for social insurance. 

‘The labor executives are now assuring the 
railroad workers that the sichour day with- 
out reduction in earnings, train limitation, 
full crews, in fact any and all demands can 
be won in the lobby halls and without strike 
action. 

The Fascist trend of these policies should 
be apparent. When labor begins to rely upon 
the state to fight its battles then it is on the 
way to be delivered by the state into the hands 
of the employers. Labor must control its own 
destiny. Fascism, the open, terrorist, irom fist 
rule of capital over all productive forces 
through a contratized dictatorship can be de- 
feated only by a militant labor movement, in 
alliance with all middle-class opponents of war 
‘and Fascism.



“Forerunners of Fascism” 
in Up-State New York 

By HY KRAVIF 
Sta’ worker, Labor Research Association 

PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION, Inc, 
with a frank program for “American 

Fascism,” is an organization which has been 
functioning in up-state New York since 1982. 
‘The present headquarters of these “Pioneers” 
are at 148 Glen Street, Glens Falls, New 
York, and they have published three issues 
of its monthly organ, The Vigilante, begun in 
January of this year. W. J. Kearney, a bond 
salesman employed by William E. Lohrman 

, 10 Pine Street, New York City, heads 
the “Pioneers.” He spends most of his time 

te. 
Patterning itself on “The Thinking Mid- 

dle Class of the United States,” the Pio- 
neers’ Bulletin No. 1, entitled American 
Fascism: Ite Mission, states frankly that it 
fosters the 

TH PIONEER AMERICAN HOME 

    

  

     

“promotion of ‘vigilance committees’ in 
communities where the lives and property 
fof honest citizens need protection from the 
criminal and racketeering, and where anti 
‘American activity is attempting to under- 
mine the American economic and political 
system,” 

  

School Officials Among Leaders 
‘The authors of the 28-page program are 

Kearney and Lynn F. Perkins, the organiza- 
tion’s “national treasurer.” A resident of 
Luzerne, New York, Perkins is one of the 
District Superintendents of Schools in War- 
ren County, which includes Glens Falls and 
32 other towns and villages. Another Pioneer 
“booster” in the school system is Randall 
Saunders, who is reported to be an Inspector 
in the State Department of Education under 
Dr. Frank Graves, State Commissioner of 
Education. Needless to say, there have been 
no protests against these “un-American” in- 
fluences in the schools from William Randolph 

  

Hearst, self-appointed protector of American 
education. 

L. J. Fredella, a former West Point cadet, 
is the organizer in Glens Falls, a city which 
was a stronghold of the Ku Klux Klan several 
years ago. A Warren County Sheriff named 
Glassbrook is reported a member. The or- 
ganization claims a membership of 400. in 
Plattsburg. alone. 

‘Among those whom Kearney has ap- 
proached for financial support are Floyd 
Carlisle of the gigantic Consolidated Gas 
Company, and also the multimillionaire du 
Ponts. With this bit of information, we can 
better understand the official statement that: 
“If capitalism, secking to preserve itself, is 
to be freed from the gorms that are now 
destroying its own organie being, capitalists 
industrialists and financiers must do it, or be 
induced to do it for themselves.” And yet 
this open admission of subservience to capi- 
talists is followed by professed anti-capitalist 
declarations and an appeal for strong middle- 
class support 

‘The 15-point “General Program of the Pio- 

  

  

American Legionaire Vigilantes 

neers” is in a number of respects suspiciously 
like Hitler’s own 25-point program before he 
came into full control. It calls for “the right 
of every American citizen to gainful employ- 
ment at all times.” (Like the Nazi’s point 7). 
“Restriction of immigration.” (Like Nazi 
point 8) And so on, even to the Pioneers’ 
demand for “sterilization or isolation of low 
‘grade morons, insanes and imbeciles.” 

Like similar Fascist outfits, the Pioneers 
feature attacks on the “New Deal,” not from 
a militant labor viewpoint, but from that of 
the American Liberty League and the Repub- 
lican Party. Thus the headline in the April 
Vigilante reads: “The Constitution is Gone”; 
while two pages are devoted to the Ross- 
Haas bill, “a Soviet Bill,” under which New 
York would “become a Soviet Province”! A 
monthly financial page with advice to in- 
vestors is a regular feature of the Vigilante 
And of course there are the usual attacks 

  

  

upon the Communist Party and other revolu- 
tionary or radical organizations, 

In their appeal for middle class support, 
the Pioneers especially denounce various 
forms of taxation which hit the middle class, 
particularly home owners. They call for the 
eventual abolition of real estate taxes. But 
at the same time they demand that taxes 
“on capital investments shall be greatly re- 
duced.” 

‘The entire Pioneer program is thus a mix: 
ture of demagogic anti-capitalist declarations 
among which are smuggled a few statements 
showing its real aim: to preserve private 
profits, ‘The fact that Kearney has sought 
support from such big capitalists as Carlisle 
and duPont is far more indicative of the true 
nature of the organization than anything 
that appears in his printed matter, 

‘They declare quite openly that “if the Pic 
neers be called a Fascist organization by ite 
friends or enemies, let it be understood that 
the basis of American Fascism. is Democracy 
‘anid the Constitution of the United States... 
The great middle class of America must pre- 
serve its identity by organization to protect 
itself by rallying to the support of both dem- 
ocracy and capitaliom; otherwise ite economic 
and social interests will inevitably be sub- 
merged.” 

  

THE YOUNG GO FIRST 
Several branches of the League Against 

War and Fascism have arranged theatre par- 
ties at performances of “The Young Go 
First,” a powerful play exposing the use of 
Civilian Conservation Camps for military 
training, produced by the Theatre of Action 
at the Park Theatre in New York. The 
theatre has long been neglected as a weapon 
against war and Fascism, but now such or- 
ganizations as fhe Theatre of Action, the 
Theatre Union, the hundreds of theatres af- 
filiated with ' the New ‘Theatre League 
throughout the country, and dramatics groups 
in. other organizations, are realizing the 
‘effectiveness of the drama in combating reac- 
tionary forces. 
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‘New Deal, it has become increasingly 
evident that capitalists in the United 

States cannot meet the present economic and 
moral problems of the crisis satisfactorily; 
that the New Deal, instead of being a step 
toward greater equality and justice, has es- 
tablished economic Fascism, and is rapidly 
preparing for participation in another World 
War. 

Our capitalists cannot or will not give living 
wages to all who work, or give adequate relief 
to the ten millions or more who are out of 
work. Nor will they recognize the funda- 
‘mental right of those who have jobs to or- 
ganize into trade unions and to bargain col- 
lectively through representatives of their own 
choosing. They have not, and it is very doubt- 
fal if they will, put through a thorough-going 
comprehensive social insurance plan against 
unemployment, sickness and old age. Disarm- 
ament, they claim, is unthinkable. 

Capitalism stands condemned by the prin- 
ciples of Christian ethics, because, through 
the unjust distribution of wealth, such evils 
as unemployment. widespread poverty, Fas- 
cism and international war inevitably result, 
accompanied by strife, bitterness, hatred, and 
the destruction of human personalities, 

What, then, can we who are Church mem- 
bers do in the struggle to abolish capitaliem 
and to build a planned social order? 

De the glowing promises of the 

  

  

   

Get the Truth 
Our first task is to get facts. We must 

Jearn how our government jis using the power 
of the state to stabilize our declining capital- 
ism. We must know what unemployment does 
to people; what it means for a family of five 
to live on $16.00 per week or less. We must 
understand why employers of labor feel it nec- 
essary to crush trade unions, We must find 
‘out why capitalist nations build huge navies 
to protect foreign investments; why they de- 
clare war, and send members of the Church 
of Jesus out to slaughter each other in the 
name of the Prince of Peace. We must or- 
ganize a permanent fact-finding committee in 
‘each one of our Churches to keep us informed 
‘as to the wage rates of the corporations in 
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Christians and the Fight for 
Social Justice 

By the REV. CHARLES C. WEBBER 
Afiliations Secretary, American League Against War and Fascism; Instructor in 
the Department of Church and Community, Union Theological Seminary, New York. 

our own cities, and their attitudes toward or- 
‘ganized labor and social insurance. We must 
earn which employers, through intimidation 
and coercion, compel their workers to join 
company unions. We must know what forces 
and interests are behind the campaign to 
enact alien and sedition laws, to suppress 
civil liberties, and to throttle the expression 
of unorthodox, radical opinions and protests. 

‘This data must be published in such form as 
to be available for use in Sunday schools, in 
‘open forums and in sermons. It will thus be- 
come splendid ammunition to arouse our 
church members to a realization of the evils 
of capitalism, and to a determination that 
“these things shall not be.” 

A comprehension of the unethical and un- 
christian character of capitalism, thus gained, 
gives us a base from which to wage a vigorous 
attack. We must call upon employers of labor 
and appeal to them to join with us in a 
‘movement that will destroy our present profit 
system, and to replace it with one based on 
social justice. We must use our influence on 
the side of organized labor in its struggle for 
recognition and for social insurance, and in its 
fight against company unions, Fascist repres- 
sive legislation and war. 

Our presentation of the case against capi- 
talism, one of the main eauses of war, may be 
supplemented by the literature published by 
our denominational Social Justice Commis- 
sions, and by such organizations as the Amer- 
jean League Against War and Fascism, and 
the League for Industrial Democracy. ‘This 
material should be made available to all the 
members of our Churches. Church forum 
speakers, also available through these organ- 
izations, must emphasize the unethical charac- 
ter of capitalism and its concomitants, Fas- 
cism and war, and shall sot forth a sound pro- 
gram for the establishment of a planned eco- 
nomic order. 

We should issue to the press statements as 
to the causes of unemployment and inadequate 
relief, and the need for positive remedial ac- 
tion on behalf of the victims of social injus- 
tice. Pet 

  

  

Troops are mobilized 
against workers in 
nearly every major 
strike these days. In 
Omaha 1,800 National 
Guardsmen maintain 
martial law, threat- 

‘ening compulsory 
arbitration. 

cipal, state and federal legislatures, urging 
legislation not only for adequate relief, but 
also for social insurance and for the socializa- 
tion of industry. If we find that relief admin- 
istrators are failing to provide adequate relief 
and are calling upon the police to intimidate 
and “beat up” the unemployed, we have an ob- 
ligation, due to the very nature of our re- 
ligion, to join as a chureh group with the 
organized unemployed in carrying out protest 
‘meetings and mass demonstrations. 

Support the Struggles of 
Organized Labor 

Right now the trade unions deserve special 
consideration from as. Many of their objec- 
tives are also the goals of social-minded Chris- 
tians, We are trying to build a society in 
‘which all those who toil shall receive a living 
wage; in which all shall be protected from the 
hardships of enforced unemployment, sickness, 
and ol age; in which no one shall be denied 
the right to be represented, in the making of 
collective wage agreements, by persons of his 
‘own free choice. ‘Therefore our church mem- 
bers who are working in. industries where 
there are unions should join them. If no 
unions exist, they should form them. Of 
course they will meet with opposition. They 
may be discharged. They may be denied the 
right of free speech. Their unions will be re- 
fused places for public assemblage. ‘They will 
be prohibited from distributing literature in 
advocacy of their cause. 

Such occasions furnish opportunities to our 
churches to render signal public service by op- 
posing Fascism and by maintaining the funda- 
mental civil liberties guaranteed by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. We can throw 
open the doors of our churches and invite the 
trade union organizers to preach there the 
gospel of unionism. We can uphold free 
speech, and provide a place of public assem- 
blage for those subject to persecution. 

Judging by the past, great corporations may 
in the future refuse to enter into collective 
agreements with their employees, and the 
workers may find it necessary to go out on 
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strike. Attempts will then be made to break 
up their unions, to destroy their property, to 
prevent picketing, to evict them, from their 
homes, and to starve them into submission. 
Armed guards will be imported and the Na- 
onal Guard will be called out in an effort to 

crush the strike, 
What can church members do under such 

circumstances? We can raise financial relief 
for the strikers. We ean arrange mass meet- 
ings in protest against evictions and the use 
of armed force. We can throw open the doors 
of the “sanctuary” to dispossessed groups. 
Some of us can give legal aid, others medical 
We can enlist the services of such organiza. 
tions as the American Civil Liberties Union 
and the American League Against War and 
Fascism in an endeavor to rally all the forces 
in the community that are opposed to the im 
position of Hitler's tactics on the American 
people. Church members desiring to identify 
themselves completely with the workers who 
are striking to obtain justice should not only 
give the strikers moral and financial support 
but should go on the picket line, doing their 
utmost to prevent violence, which most fre- 
quently comes from armed. guards, police and 
Vigilantes. 

In this manner church men and women can 
demonstrate that the church and religion are 
not divorced from life, but have a vital con- 
cern in the issues of social justice. As a re- 
sult, both the church and the trade unions will 

  

  

  

  

  

be far more effective in resisting the encroach- 
ments of Fascism, and in preparing for the 
establishment of a planned social economy. 

Needless to say, many leading representa- 
tives of the church will oppose such a program 
with all the power at their command. They 
will contend that it is not the funetion of the 
chureh to deal with the relations between cap- 
ital and labor; that the job of the church is 
to set forth spiritual ideals apart from the 
everyday struggle of human beings for a bet- 
ter material life here and now. Uneonsciously 
and consciously these church men and women 
will align themselves with the reactionary de- 
fenders of an unrighteous capitalism, and will 
strengthen the forces making for Fascism, 
Many who now oppose war, will support war 
when it comes under the illusion of patriotic 
duty and national defense; and even now many 
churchmen refuse to take the decisive militant 
action necessary to prevent war. 

It therefore becomes all the more necessary 
for the militant minority in the church, which 
believes in letting “justice flow down as waters 
and righteousness as a mighty stream,” to af- 
filiate with the American League Against War 
and Fascism, thereby joining its force with 
the forces of the religious, labor, political, 
women’s, fraternal and youth groups in the 
League. If this minority remains alone, the 
Fascists in the church may destroy it. In the 
United Front it can render positive service in 
the fight against Fascism and war, 

   

  

  

HEARST— 
Symbol of Reaction 

By GEORGE S. COUNTS 
Teachers College, Columbia University 

forces are preparing the American peo- 
ple for the yoke of Fascist dictatorship. 

This is no sensational exaggeration, but a 
sober statement of fact. Under the guise of 
patriotism and diverse demagogic appeals, the 
American people are being shorn of those 
fondamental liberties which their fathers 
struggled to achieve and safeguard—the liber- 
ties which are of greatest worth in periods of 
stress like the present—the liberties of the 
mind, To an old-fashioned American, 
taught to have faith in the free play of intel- 
ligence, what is happening in the country 
seems almost incredible. 

How are we to interpret these strange 
phenomena? Clearly the forces supporting 
this legislation, the great property interests 
which dominate the economic life of the na- 
tion, feel no special loyalty themselves to the 
constitution, state or federal, since they con- 
nive daily at the violation of its fundamental 
provisions. Thus through the loyalty oaths 
they are writing upon the heavens their firm 
Delief that the foundations of their privileges 
are crumbling. They are declaring in words that 
cannot be misunderstood their loss of faith in 
the institutions of private capitalism and economic 
individualism. Since they are in a position to 
Know whereof they speak, the American peo- 
pple should be grateful for such a clear and 

Sac and inexorably reactionary 

  

  

unequivocal pronouncement. In the light of 
history they declare their incapacity to carry 
on the economic advance and announce thei 
approaching demise. But they hope to 
for a while outmoded practices by the repudiation 

     

cof democratic processes and the wholesale repres- 
sion of the mind. The symbol and most active 

rent of their reaction toward barbarism is Wil 
iam Randolph Hearst. 

Ruhr Police 

   

  

An American military expert has stated 
that American airplanes could deluge the 
cities of Japan with poison gas and explosives 
which would devastate the country and make 
the valleys inhabitable for months. Other 
militarists demand ever increasing appropri 
tions for battleships and airplanes to “defend 
the possessions of American imperialism in 
the Pacific. Congress has just passed the 
largest naval appropriation bill in our his- 
tory. Organize opposition to the growing 
danger of war with Japan! 

  

  

  

  

Photograph 
Mourners at Graveside 

From a letter written by a German worker in the 
Ruhr to a refugee in Paris 

  

nowadays is turned into a demonstration 
against the Hitler dictatorship. Hatred of the 
Nazi brutes is seething throughout the Ruhr, 
resulting from the terror, the increased cost 
of living and the worsening of conditions gen- 
erally. 

“Recently a conference of directors, officials 
and engineers of a certain great iron works 
was held in the Ruhr district. An engineer 
who had just returned from the Soviet Union 
mace a report, accompanied by photographie 
slides, of what he had seen of the development 
of metallurgical plants there. A friend was 
able to learn what he said to this select circle: 
among other things that Soviet industry had 
made great strides, that the defensive capacity 
of the Red Army had grown, and also that: 
“The hope must be abandoned that another 
government will seize power in Russia. ‘The 
Soviet Government is firmly established and 
popular with the people. If they should be 
attacked they would fight with a fanatical de- 
votion such as the world has never seen’.” 
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FASCIST 
The World Committee Against War and 

Fascism, headed by Henri Barbusse, sends us 
thie story, It was written by a German anti- 
Nazi who recently escaped over the border 
after his release from a concentration camp. 

     

  

He was thrown into the concentration camp 
and treated as a beast—quite literally. In 
front of the main building a large dog kennel 
was built especially for Eggerstaedt. A 
heavy chain was fastened around his neck 
and attached to the kennel. He was com- 
pelled to lie there day and night. The Nazi 
guards amused themselves by forcing him, 
under penalty of terrible torture, to bark and 
to gnaw bones thrown at him. Day after day 
Eggerstacdt was systematically degraded, 
treated as an animal. 

When he became so sick that it was impos- 
sible to continue this horrid treatment, he 
was taken to a dormitory. The chain around 
his neck was locked to the bedpost. He was 
forced to lie most of the time on the cold 
cement floor; if he got on the bed the guards 
would beat him. The only amelioration of his 
suffering came when the other’ prisoners, 
mostly Communists, aided him. They re- 
leased him from the chain, put him in bed, 
and stood guard while he slept 

  

  

Eggerstaedt endured the barbaric treat- 
ment courageously and witheut wasting his 
breath in futile complaint. During the last 
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PARADE 
days of his life he expressed over and over 
again his gratitude to his comrades for their 
effort to comfort him. He said he deeply re- 
gretted the mistakes he had made when Chief 
of Police in failing to prosecute energetically 
the fight against Fascism before it was too 
late, and in the action he had been compelled 
by the government to take against workers 
of Altona. 

  

  

“Forgive me, comrades, my past mistakes. 
I can die more easily if I feel my suffering 
has wiped out my guilt, that my death will 
atone for my past. Help me to die!” 

A few weeks Inter Eggerstaedt’s relatives 
received notification that he had been “shot 
while attempting to escape.” 
German anti-Faseists turned his funeral into 

a mass demonstration against Hitlerism, 
° 

A report by the Foreign Policy Association 
‘on June 9 expresses the opinion that officers 
of the newly created conscript Germany army 
will try to check Hitler's imperialist adven- 
‘tures until they feel that Germany has an 
‘even chance of vietory. “Yet it is conceivable 
that unrest at home might eventually lead 
Hitler to consider it necessary to stake 
everything on aggressive action abroad in 
order to maintain his power.” The report 
adds that economic difficulties are increasing 
in the Third Reich, and would not be solved 
by changes sought by the Nazis in extending 
their frontiers and recovering lost colonies. 
“Germany's foreign trade has broken down.” 

“Hlitler’s sudden reintroduction of eonserip- 
tion was undoubtedly motivated in large 
measure by domestic considerations.” The 
internal unrest, the antagonism between the 
Storm Troopers and the regular army, with 
the Nazi private army in a rebellious mood, 
made this move necessary, to try to raise 
Hitler's waning prestige. It “gives endless 
opportunities for mass spectacles and parades 
which are necessary to occupy a people whose 
standard of living is rapidly deteriorating.” 
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. 
‘The report that Maddalena, Stamm and 

Rembte were exeeuted by the Nazis turns out 
to be incorrect. They are in the notorious 
Moabit pricon, denied visitors, and under fre- 
‘quent torture, 

. 
‘The Fascist press in Austria reported on 

May 12 the seizure of the illegal headquarters 
in Vienna for distribution of the Socialist 
paper Arbeiter-Zeitung, published in Briinn. 
‘Twenty-eight Socialists were given severe sen- 
tences and 19 were charged with high treason. 

© 
‘The defeat of the Bouisson eabinet in France 

in its demand for dictatorial powers was due 
to the united front of Socialists, Communists 
and others opposed to Fascism. Radical So- 
cialists split from their leader, Edouard Her- 
riot, and voted against granting the Premier 
the dictatorial authority he wanted. 

“Tt is certain that the present crisis will 
eventually lead to the establishment of a gov- 
emment in France that rules by decree,” 
Johannes Steele, foreign editor of the New 
York Post, predicts. “In France, as well as 
in other European countries, the social and 
economic set up has become so fundamentally 
contradictory that the government will organ- 
ine society on the basis of permanent civil 
war"—as in Germany. 

  

  

° 
‘The victory of a Fascist party in the 

Czechoslovakian elections last month has given 
additional impetus to the movement for a 
united front of all opponents of Fascism in 
that country. Negotiations are proceeding be- 
tween the Communist Party and the Socialist 
Party. Although the Fascist party won enough 
seats in Parliament to upset the coalition gov- 
ernment, the S. P. and the C. P. both increased 
their votes. 
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A New Nazi Purge Predicted 
The Basle National Zeitung of June 5 pr dicted a “new cleansing wave,” which it say, may not be as bloody as that of June 30, 1984, “but certainly it will be as effectual, and is inevitable” The newspaper declares that plans for this purge are being discussed by army officers in South German garrisons. Reichwehr officers, it says, are “the determina. tive power in the state, and the Nazi fune- tionaries mere dummies, ‘The Reichwehr of ficers laugh at, National Socialism and all ‘revolutionary’ theories, as useful only to keep the people quiet. . .. ‘To the Reichwehr, Hitler is of importance only to the extent to which he guarantees rearmament.” 

e 
Anti-Fascist organizations have computed that sentences totaling 18,812 years have been 

given the opponents of Hitlerism. ‘The statis- ies are incomplete and the actual figure must be much higher. It is estimated that there are now 200,000 political prisoners in Germany. ‘The Manchester Guardian estimates that 200 
have been publicly beheaded. This does not of 
coure include the hundreds murdered in prison. ° 

The illegal Communist Party of Latvia and 
‘the Social Democratic Party arrived at an 
agreement for united front action against 
Fascism, on May 15, 

  

  

  

   

  

Austrian Fascism may be slightly less sen- 
sational and brutal than the Nazi brand, but 
hardly less thorough in suppression of ‘civil 
rights, trade unions, and radical parties, From 
March, 1983, to December, 1934, according to 
official figures from the Vienna Police Depart- 
‘ment, 36,249 persons were arrested in Vienna’ 
alone for their political beliefs. Of these 12, 
000 were Socialists and 6,000 were Communists. 
And 126,740 homes were raided and searched, 
an everage of 82 raids per dwelling house in 

Vienna. 3 

  

  

‘The Fascist government of Austria fired 
400 workers at the Buehler Industrial Works 
in Vienna for their trade union activities last 
‘month. In a paper factory at Bruch, 70 work- 
ers were dismissed for the same reason, These 
are characteristic of mass discharge of work- 
ers throughout Austria who dare to stand up 
for their rights. 

° 
Suppression of Academic Freedom 
Dean Rappleye’s statement supported by the 

affidavits of seven students that “big money 

  

The Dies Deportation Bill is pending before 
Gongress. If passed, thousands of foretgn- 
born workers ‘will be deported to Fascist 
countries. Even at present, hundreds are 

being deported for their militancy. 

  

   

interests” forced him to expel six students, 
three technicians and two instructors from the 
Columbia University Medical Center, since 
May 18, throws light on the wave of repres- 
sion by school and college administrations 
‘throughout the country. 

‘Spurred on by the Hearst anti-red campaign 
and the charge by Walgreen that his niece was 
subjected to “communist influence” at Chicago 
University, the Illinois State Senate investi- 
gated that institution. ‘This campaign has 
spread to Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
where one of its foremost professors, Granville 
Hicks, was dismissed. In New Jersey, when 
the firing of Dr. Bergel from Rutgers Univer- 
sity for his anti-Nazi views was questioned, 
Dr. Hauptmann, head of the German Dept., admitted that he had communicated with Dr, 
Goebbels, German Minister of Propaganda, 
for material for ‘‘cultural propaganda” to be 
sent all over the U. S., and that he had slapped 
a girl for expressing her anti-Nazi views. 
Teachers testified that Nazi literature had 
been disseminated at the college, 

At Bryn Mawr College, the Summer School 
for Working Women, which had been part of 
the college for 14 years, was removed from 
the campus at the instigation of the Board of 
Directors. The dropping of Dr. Winslow 
Hallet of Cedar Crest College, Allentown, Pa., 
for his pro-labor views, and the request for an 
investigation of Howard College by Congress- 
man Mitchell indicate the nation-wide trend to 
suppress academic freedom. 

In New York City, six Hunter College stu- 
dents have been ousted by President Colligan 
for their activity in the Anti-War Strike of 
April 12. The National Student League and the 
United Parents Association have protested to 
the Board of Edueation against the blacklist- 
ing of student participants in the April 12 
strike at Abraham Lincoln, New Utrecht, and 
Clinton High Schools. At Morris High School 
seven members of the school-paper staff have 
been dropped for their anti-war activities. At 
Valhalla, N. Y., two teachers were dismissed 
for organizing a teachers’ union. The students 
‘went on strike and 300 parents demanded the 
reinstatement of the teachers. 

Another Faseist Gang of Anti-Semites 
Hundreds of small organizations are spring- 

ing up throughout the country which spread 
Fascist and anti-Semitic propaganda. As fast 
as one dies several others are born. ‘The latest 
to come to our attention is typical—The Com- 
munity Hour, of Houston, ‘Texas. Innocent 
sounding title! Tts literature reprints excerpts 
from the infamous “Protocols of Zion,” long 
ago exposed as a forgery, and recently again 
found to be fraudulent by a court in Switzer- 
land after thorough investigation. “Jewry 
threatens the world with economic, political 
and religious slavery,” the letterhead of this 
organization proclaims, calling for “Militant 
organization” to rescue Gentiles from Jewish 
dominance. It uses the chain letter technique 
to gain members and organizers. One of the 
tasks of the American League Against War 
and Fascism is to expose these vielous groups 
and show their followers wherein the real men- 
ace lies, 

   
  

  

  

    

French Fascists. on 
parade, led by Alain 
De La Rocque of the 
“Croiz de. Pew, 
Their first “putsch 
twas ag unsuecessful as Hitler's first at- 
tempt to seize power, 
Thus far the French 
Fascists have been 
defeated by the 
United Front. 

   

Martial Law and War Gas 
One spectator was killed and many seriously wounded when police fired into a crowd to force them to disperse as part of the attempt to 

break the street-car strike in Omaha. Fifty 
others were injured, mostly strikers, Hun- 
dreds, including a baby, were gassed. National 
Guardsmen took possession of the town under martial law. General Paul announced he would 
set up military courts to try “rioters”—i. e., strikers. He said tear gas is too mild, so reg- ular “knockout” war gases will be used. 

‘The strike has lasted two months. ‘The street-car company refuses union recognition. 
General Paul says he will settle the strike by compulsory arbitration, 

Other strikes, during the past month, in 
which violence used against the workers’ re- 
sulted in casualties, include the strike at Can- ton, where one man was killed, fifteen school 
children gassed, and twenty-four strikers in- 
Jured on May 27 and 28; Picher, Okla., where 
Several striking miners were injured and about 
fifteen arrested; Wilkes-Barre, Pa., where five 
workers were shot, scores injured and nine ar- 
rested when the police opened fire in striking 
miners; Columbus, Ohio, where dozens of strik- 
ers were hurt and twenty-two arrested, in- 
cluding Ohio State University students, ‘These 
and other instances of violence by authorities 
against strikers, indicate the methods that will 
be used more and more often to suppress the 
impending wave of strikes against’ wage cuts 
which are following the reactionary decision 
of the Supreme Court on the N.R.A. 

‘The New York Hast Annual Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, with 300 
ministers present, adopted one of the most 
radical statements on politieal and economic 
issues ever made by a Church group. 

‘The report calls for the establishment of 
a Socialist society. It reviews the effects of 
the NRA, and gives proof that it brought 
increased profits for the capitalists but lower 
real wages for the majority of workers. It 
condemns the Fascist trends in the United States and preparations for war, It points 
to the increased concentration of wealth and 
power in the hands of a small fraction of the 
population. 

‘The Methodist ministers defended civil ib- 
erties, including the right of workers to or- 
ganize and bargain collectively. ‘They praised 
the consumer's cooperative movement. ‘They 
called for a fight against lynching, racial 
hatred and persecution, 

‘The Conference appealed to all Christians 
to support the work of the American League 
Against War and Fascism, 

e 
“The Asiatic policy of Japan is a menace to 

the peace of the world,” Jacob Gould Shurman, former American Minister to China recently 
stated. “It is a challenge to other nations, 
it curtails the rights and wipes out the prop- 
erty of other governments... . Whether the 
great powers of the West will surrender their 
special rights and privileges in China is not 
merely a question of mational dignity!” ‘These 
rights “have also a material value ...” 

Shurman pointed out that the Open Door 
guaranteeing American rights to” trade in 
China has been nullified by Japan. “Most 
wars have been waged on aecount of trade in- 
terests. Is it likely that in the fleree trade 
competition of our industrial era the great 
trading nations of Europe and America will 
permit Japan without a struggle to close to 
them the greatest potential market in the en- 
tire world?” 

He defended the naval maneuvers in the Pacific, and the creation of a navy “of max- 
imum ‘defensive efficiency.” Such voices will 
be heard frequently from now on, demanding 
that the United States defend its interests 
against Japanese aggression. The danger 
grows—unless we build a much broader united 
front against war we are headed straight to- 
ward war with Japan. 
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Michigan “Patriots” vs. “The Reds” 
On May 4, in Lansing, state capital of 

Michigan, a public hearing was granted on 
the Dunckel-Baldwin Substitute Bill No. 292, 
a vicious anti-labor measure. This bill, backed 
by the American Legion, the Daughters of 
the American Revoluion, the Elks, and other 
so-called “patriotic” organizations, and os- 
tensibly aimed at the “reds,” was so worded 
fas to empower the auto barons, who control 
this State, to jail for 14 years antl fine any. 

ore 

  

  

Mussolini reviewing “The 
Sons of the Wolf 
nile Pascist gang. 
tary. training begins in 
the kindergarten in Italy ‘and Germany. 

    

      

   

  

  

  

                 ged   

‘one who raised his voice in protest against 
intolerable living and working conditions. 

We met in Lansing, at this public hearing, 
400 strong, from every corner of the State; 
factory, farm and church united in the Con- 
ference for the Protection of Civil Rights to 
defeat the attempt of the self-styled “pa- 
triots” to deprive us of our constitutional 
rights of free speech, free press and free as~ 
sembly. The Farmers’ Union, the American 
Federation of Labor, the unemployed and re- 
lief workers’ organizations, the Michigan 
Youth Congress, the Communist, Socialist and 
all left wing political parties were there, the 
teachers, the church, and numerous cultural 
educational and fraternal bodies, represent- 
ing 450,000 people in Michigan. 

1, We rallied people around one certain issue 
—and stuck to it until the delegates them- 
selves, recognized their united strength. 

2, We carefully and repeatedly explained 
the Fascist nature of the Dunckel-Baldwin 
Dill and exposed its real purpose to crush the 
Jabor movement. 

8, We gave our fight a strictly American 
character by utilizing the revolutionary tradi- 

  

        

  

  

  

  

     

Jarey 

tions of the American working class, and the 
revolutionary utterances of noted Americans. 

4, We saw to it that our Steering Com- 
mittee embraced the widest and most diver- 
gent opinions of our affiliated organizations. 
We established real democracy right in our 
‘own Conference before going out to battle 
for it. ‘The result was that the worst fea- 
tures were removed from the Dunckel bill. 

From a report by the Detroit Bronch of the "Aonarican Leap 

    

“Yours for the Crushing of Fascism” 
N THE EVENT of war, will organized 
workers respond to the call to “stop the 
manufacture and transport of munitions, 

and all other materials essential to the con- 
duct of war through mass demonstrations, 
picketing, and strikes”? This is the first 
point on the program of the American League 
‘Against War and Fascism, and the answer 
will determine our effectiveness at the erucial 
moment, The Trade Union Committee of the 
Leugue has launched a campaign to get trade 
unionists to express themselves on these vital 
questions. We are sending questionnaires to 
the secretaries of the American Federation of 
Labor and of independent unions, with the 
request that they read the questions to their 
‘members, obtain their vote on them, and in- 
form us of the results. 

‘The results so far can leave no doubt re- 
garding the attitude of the workers. Of the 
10,000 votes already received, 95 per cent 
declared that they would join in a mass pro- 
test or general strike in case war or Fascism 
threatened, and that they would refuse to 
ship war materials. Five per cont declared 
that although they would protest against 
Fascism, they would engage in “defensive 
war” if the United States were attacked. 

‘We do not offer these figures as conclusive 
proof that organized labor is willing and 
ready to fight war and Fascism as an organ- 
ized movement. The campaign has just be- 
gun; the votes are coming in slowly, and 
thousands of questionnaires are still _unan- 
swered. If officers of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor locals and higher bodies co- 
operated so that every member received the 
‘opportunity to actually vote, we could go for- 
ward with renewed confidence and strength, 
for we feel certain of the results. 

We have thus far reached auto workers, 
marine workers, railway carmen, iron mold- 
ers, rayon workers, painters, plumbers, and 
workers in many other industries. Geo- 
graphically the votes are distributed widely 
over the entire country, so that the results 
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‘of the campaign do not represent the senti- 
‘men of only one section. Moreover, the fig- 
ures alone cannot show the reactions of those 
who voted. We received an indication of 
these feelings from the many letters which 
accompanied the questionnaires. From Salem, 
Oregon, one secretary writes: “. . . nothing 
is more important at this time than anti-war 
and anti-fascist work.” A letter from an 
A. F, of L. local in upper New York State 
closed with: “... yours for the crushing of 
Fascism.” Another communication read: 
“The importance of developing an understand- 
ing of the danger of war and Fascism cannot 
be stressed too much.” 

The campaign so far has been conducted 
without an appeal to the workers for help. 
We realize that the questions must be 
Drought directly to the unions and shops by 
interested workers who will demand a vote 
from the floor. As the votes pile up they 
will become a powerful stimulus to the entire 
movement against war and Fascism. The 
resultant publicity will give the war-mongers 
and Fascists something to worry about. 

To the questionnaire is appended a request. 
that the union become an active force in the 
struggle by affiliating with the League. Trade 
union and shop committees are being formed 
throughout the country which will give direc- 
tion to the work. It is possible for every 
worker-reader of FIGHT to help make this 
campaign effective. We shall gladly send 
questionnaire forms for either group or in- 
dividual vote to any part of the country. 
‘The extent of the publicity we can obtain 
will depend upon the number of votes re- 

  

  

cxived. 
It must not be thought that war and Fas- 

cism are whirlwinds that strike suddenly and 
unexpectedly. ‘They develop gradually and 

  

insidiously as a result of carefully organized 
plans. ‘Trade unionists, together with unor- 
ganized workers, by combining their forces, 
have it within their power to prevent Fas- 

cism and another ‘They must oppose 
organization with organization, The Ameri- 
ean League recognizes that Fascism must be, 
fought from day to day. It engages in the 
daily struggles against injunctions, interfer- 
ence with the right to picket and to freely 
assembly. It organizes protests against, the 
use of troops and thugs against strikers. Tt 
fights the introduction of laws that will build 
company unions, deport and intimidate union 
organizers or active unionists, and place ab- 
solute power over labor within the hands of 
national labor ‘boards. Trade unionists can 
successfully oppose the threat to their exist- 
fence which Fascism holds, by becoming a 
part of the great united front structure of 
the American League Against War and Fas- 
cism. 
ed 

WAR QUESTIONNAIRE 
‘Trade union members voting as individuals 

please write YES or NO for each question. 
‘When vote is taken by group please give total 
number voting YES or NO. 

  

1, Would you join in @ nation-wide protest to 
prevent the United States from taking part 
in. another war? 

2, Would you unite in refusing to transport or 
produce munitions or other war supplies in 
the event of war? 

3. Would you join in a nation-wide protest to pre- 
vent the formation of a Fascist government 
in the United States? 

    

NAME 

  

NAME OF UNION AND LOCAL. 

  

      

ADDRESS, 

  

Please fill out and mail today to 
National Trade Union Committee 
American League Against War and Fascism 
112 East 19th St, New York, N.Y. 

      

 



. 

  

Imperialist Wolves Quarrel Over the Spoils 
(Continued from page 6) 

can nation. In denying these accusations the British reassert their “responsibilities” under the tripartite agreement whereby Italy, France and Britain jointly pledge to respect the “ter- ritorial integrity” of Ethiopia. In answer to ‘Mussolini's charges British reactionaries have made a thinly veiled threat to close the Suez 
Canal to Italian troop-ships. 

Muscolini, ridiculing the opinions of other nations, boasts that Italy will never abandon 
its plans. The Fascists also clearly indicate that if Italy's demands are not sanctioned by the League of Nations, “Italy intends to pro- 
ceed without swerving from her march.” ‘They state plainly they will use the same tacties 
used by other imperialist nations in empire 
RS 

Terror Threatens 
(Continued from page 8) 

Herndon—these are all unmistakable signs 
of the approach of Fascism in America. 
Even in such a rebel city as Paterson, and 
in Newark and other New Jersey cities, the 
authorities have bluntly refused to permit 
American youth to demonstrate against Fas- 
cism and war. The ruling class is tightening 
its grip! 

‘The robber barons cannot afford to have 
the masses organized; therefore the first task 
of Fascism is to crush all types of working- 
class organizations, and particularly the trade 
unions. ‘This Hitler accomplished by butcher- 
ing the more important leaders, and throwing 
the rest into dungeons; also by terrorizing 
the workers by means of starvation and tor- 
ture. Then he created the “Labor Front,” con- 
trolled, like American company unions, by 
employers and the state, 

Fascism does not establish itself by the 
‘axe alone; it uses also persuasion. It appeals 
to patriotic sentiments, it preaches race 
hatred, it promises glory, it uses all sorts of 
demagogic promises to win the support of 
the middle class and working class—promises 
which it cannot fulfill, 

But let the robber barons and their Fascist 
henchmen be warned. The people will not 
ong accept a crust of bread and the Fascist 
axe; for “man does not live by bread alone.” 
‘The masses will rise, and then there will be 
hell to pay. 

  

Brazilian Greenshirt 

building. Hence the probability that the 
igue arbitration will result in a compromise, 

forcing Ethiopia to cede Italy at least a slice 
of its territory linking Eritrea and Italian 
Somaliland, 

‘This conflict has brought Britain closer to 
Nazi Germany, and weakened the “united 
front” hailed at Stresa, against German ag- 
gression. Baldwin has come to a naval agree- 
ment with Hitler; it is evident that this rap- 
prochement is a serious threat to peace. Ger- 
many’s rearmament could never have taken 
place so speedily without British backing, 
finantial, economie and political. 

This illustrates again the enormous dificul- 
ties of consistent international cooperation 
while the contradictions of capitalism give rise 
to such basic conflicts of interest. Britain is 
playing her role as the nation holding the bal- 
ance of power, the whip-hand, utilizing every 
situation to strengthen her position and to try 
to give the war, when it breaks out, the direc- 
tion desired by British imperialists. ‘They have 
hindered the realization of the Eastern Lo- 
carno, the system of peace pacts proposed by 
the Soviet Union; and they have even encour- 
aged Hitler’s ambitions to expand eastward, 
Extremists openly advocate a united front 
against Soviet Russia. The four nations im- 
mediately threatening world peace are Italy, 
Japan, Germany—and Great Britain! 

Opponents of war eannot rely on imperialist 
diplomats maneuvering for advantage, nor on 
the League of Nations; nor even on peace pacts. 
‘To organize militant mass resistance to war is 
our task; to bring into a united front all who 
are against the forees of reaction driving rap- 
idly toward Fascism and war. We must make 
Washington realize clearly that we are deter- 
mined that the United States shall not risk 
war with Japan by interfering in the Asiati 
situation under the pretext of defending China 
and the Open Door. If the United States goes 
to war against Japan it will not be to defend 
anything but the interests of American im- 
perialists in the Pacific, just the same as 
Britain is interfering in the Abyssinian situa- 
ton, not to defend the Ethiopian people against 
Italian aggression, but to defend the markets, 
colonies and investments of British capitalists 
in Africa, to wring concessions from other Eu- 
ropean nations and thus preserve their 
dominant position. 

      

  

  

  

  

    

the Integralistas claim a membership of a half-million, but mass 
‘opposition prevented them from carrying out plans for a parade in Brazil last month 

    

4 lard nit to ora, The Fanits comma Solve’ the contractions of the prof sive tem and_the economic ela Worse in both Germany and Teal 
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Economy of Scarcity 
(Continued from page 4) 

would have us believe that this is an age of 
seareity. Their newspapers and magazines 
spread the same gospel. They are all re- 
fated by the scientific findings ot the Survey 
engineers. There is today no possible excuse 
for seareity, no defense for poverty in the 
midst of potential plenty. 

‘There are two roads we may follow. In 
the Soviet Union the people have chosen the 
path that leads to plenty. The rest of the 
world is being led along the road that 
stretches into the darkness. That road, lead- 
ing to profits for the few and destruction and 
artificial scarcity for the many, has been 
taken by Hitler in Germany, Mussolini in 
Italy, by the dictators of Poland, Austria, 
Rumania, Lithuania, Cuba, Japan; by the 
dividend-supporting democracies of France, 
England, and the United States. At the end 
of this road lies Fascist terror, starvation, 
regimentation, enslavement of labor—and war. 

The first road leads to a new, a truly civ- 
ilized life. The other is the road back. 

The choice ties before us—and only we, the 
masses of people, may decide which we shall 
follow. But we must choose now, before it 
is too late, 

    

  

Bea 

From Der Simpl tn, diplomas reach nal worconent with Hitler after “esploratory? negotiations: Der Fuekrer doce a fow tricks for: them: 
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OUR BRANCHES 

REPORT PROGRESS 
From Los Angéles: Officials of the Ameri. 

can League Against War and Fascism stated 
that Gary Cooper's resignation from the Hol- 
Iywood Hussars forestalls a boycott move- 
ment against the actor which was to be in- 
augurated by numerous workers’ onganiza- 
tions throughout the country. Similar action 
has been taken against Victor MacLaglen's 
Light Horse Cavalry, and George Brent's 
Eseadrille, and other such organizations. 

  

From Tampa, Florida: An anti-war club 
has been organized; in one month it has suc- 
ceeded in recruiting 45 members. 

    

From Albany, N. Y.: During the past week 
we have been busily engaged in collecting 
jgnatures for the reinstatement of Granville 

Hicks. Working as individuals, we were able 
to get a notable group of people, including 
the State Commissioner of Publie Welfare, 
David C. Adie, to sign the petition. Also a 
trustee of Russell Sage College, Dr. Ruth C. 
Andrus, of the State Education Department, 
and many other prominent professional peo- 
ple, including ten clergymen. A committee of 
three, including one of our members, Dr. Ran- 
dolph Smith, presented the petition’ to Edwin 
S. Jarrett, Executive Vice President of Rens- 
selacr Polytechnic Institute, interviewing him 
for about three quarters of an hour. 

From Seattle: The Seattle Central Labor 
Couneil has voted to endorse the Student 
League Against War and Fascism, and fur- 
nished the organization with credentials au- 
thorizing its representatives to appear before 
AE, of L, locals to explain its program. ‘The 
Cenéral Labor Council last week sent a pro- 
test to President Sieg of the University of 
Washington, criticizing the latter's denial of 
‘campus recognition to the Student League. 

  

  

   

  

  

From Pittsburgh: Under pressure from va~ 
rious groups, Y.W.C.A. heads have fired Miss 
Marian Briggs, Industrial Secretary of the 
Central Branch. The action was taken with- 
out the approval of the Industrial Committee, 
with which Miss Briggs works, and resulted 
directly, it was said, from Miss Briggs’ ac- 
tivities for the American Youth Congress. 

Mrs. B. J. Hovde, secretary of the Indus- 
trial Committee, bitterly denounced the dis- 
missal and declared: “I think it is not un- 
likely that the unfavorable publicity given the 
Y.W.C.A. by the Hearst press during the 
regional conference of the American Youth 
Congress had much to do in effecting Miss 
Briggs’ dismissal.” The League in Pittsburgh 
hhas organized a campaign demanding her re- 
instatement, 

        

From Toledo, 0.: We plan to sponsor a 
‘mass meeting on the Italian-Abyssinian ques- 
tion, in conjunction with various Negro or 
ganizations. We plan to call an antiwar 
demonstration on August 1, and are proceed~ 
{ing to enlist the support of the Central Labor 
Union in the marshaling of many thousands 
for the parade, 

  

From Brooklyn: ‘The Association of Lithu- 
anian Workers writes: We want the League 
‘Against War and Fascism to endorse the 
Lithuanian Congress. We believe that your 
statement endorsing our Congress against 
war and Fascism and urging Lithuanian or- 
ganizations to. support the Congress would 
help us. It will take place June 30 and July 
1, in Cleveland. 

  

  

  

‘The Bulgarian-Macedonian Workers Educa 
tional Club requested our permission to send 
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BUILDING THE LEAGUE 
speakers to our branches for the purpose of 
presenting the conditions of the Balkan coun- 
tries because of the Fascist rexime, and linking 
this with Fascist manifestations ‘in our own 
‘eountry 

From Cleveland, 0.: ‘The League is start- 
ing 2 campaign of resolutions and protests 
against the officials of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity for refusing to grant their hall for a 
meeting with Heywood Broun. 

    

  

From San Francisco: ‘The First Pacific 
Coast Congress Against War and Fascism was 
held in San Francisco, Building Trades 
Temple, April 27-28, 1995. ‘There were 415 
delegates representing 298,000 people, who 
feame from Washington, Colorado and Cali- 
fornia. Organizations ‘represented included 
the Epic clubs, League for Industrial Democ- 
racy, Agriculttral workers, various youth or- 
ganizations, and political organizations, stu- 
dent groups, languages and fraternal organiz- 
zations, women organizations, Letter Carriers 
Union No. 868, Boot and Shoe Workers Union 
No. 824, Central Labor Council of Alameda 
Co., Cooks, Waiters and Waitresses Union, 
many unemployed groups, Painters Union, 
Sheet and Metal Workers, also Laundry Work- 
ers Union, Carpenters Union No. 36, Dem- 
fcratie clubs, and many more organizations 
too numerous to mention. A Regional Com- 
mittee was elected with headquarters at Los 
Angeles, 

  

  

  

  

  

Slumming is such fun—for wealthy “demo- 
cratic” philanthropists who get a kick out 
of dining with the jobless, wrecked by the 
crisis of capitaliem. A scene in the New 

York Municipal Lodging House 

  

Manufacturers of gas masks are taking ad- 
vantage of the fear of impending war to sell 
masks to civilians, But the experts declare 
that these commercial gas masks are worth- 
less as protection against the new poison gas. 

YOUTH SPARKS 

‘groups. 

   

‘The month in the youth movement has been 
one of ‘praparation ior the Second American 
Pousr Congress with al commitvecs and af 
inten of the. Youth Section turning thelr at 
tention to the election of delegates 
he National Commitee endorsed eis Con 
Se inorder to" proceed ane sep, closer 

Evwards obliterating the needless division be- 
tween wo. youth set-ups, bath of ‘whieh ate 
ullding united fronts against. war and. Fat- 
Clam of practiealy the same Tine. 

Baster week saw a meeting of the World 
‘Youth Committee with which we are affiliated. 
‘There were representatives from 24 countries 
‘and some important discussion took place. 
Prominent among the delegates were 2 young 
Catholies from Germany. One of these was 
the former editor of Catholic newspaper in 
the Saar. A highlight was his telling of the 
growing unity between anti-Fascist Catholics 
and Marxists. Not all the persecution of reli- 
gion in Germany is due to theological differ- 
fences. ‘The root lies in the refusal of Catholic 
‘and Protestant workers to swallow Hitlerism. 

"Phe conference decided to hold an interna- 
tional rally for peace, freedom and progress 
some time next year. 

  

  

Jingoists and school authorities are still 
wreaking their vengeance because of the suc- 
cessful student strike against war which in- 
Volved about 189,000 students. Six students 
fand instructors at Columbia Medical School 
have been expelled. Students at Lincoln High 
School, New York, have been blacklisted be- 
eause of this and are denied admission to the 
University of Michigan, Cornell and other 
institutions. The New York school authorities 
have announced that fighters for peace will 
have that recorded against them in applying 
for teaching jobs. 

  

‘The Chapters of both the Student L. I. D. 
and the National Student League have had 
their eampus legality revoked because they 
participated in the May 80th demonstration 
against war and Fascism. 

  

‘The Newark city government came to the 
support of the Nazis by refusing a permit 
for the May 80th youth demonstration, and 
simultaneously arranging a huge welcome for 
the German Singing Organization at which 
Nazi government representatives were to 
speak, A grant of $9,000 was given by the 
city for this Fascist song fest. ‘The Newark 
‘American League threw its strength behind 
the fight Although it was not possible to 
‘win the parade permit the accompanying pub- 
lieity tumed the Nazi affair into a failure. 
YMCA, YWHA and other youth groups. 

The tours of Waldo McNutt and James 
Lerner revealed some very encouraging signs. 
Quite a few chapters of the Student L. I. D. 
are working with the League particularly on 
the West Coast and also in the mid-West. 
Increasing support is being gained from the 
MCA, YMHA and other youth groups. 

  

  

    

  

   
   
   

  

   

    

   

  

   
   
    
   

     
   

    

   

  

   
   

      

   

         

  

   
   
    

       
   

  

    
    

  

   

      

   
    
    

      

   

  

   

                      

   

  

   

  

   
   

   

      
   
    
   
   

  

   

    



WANTED: 
ANTI-WAR AND ANTI-FAS 

  

ST PLAYS. 
HE AMERICAN LEAGUE AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM and the New The. atre League announce a $200 Prize Play Contest for the best new antiwar and. anti Fascist plays. ‘The contest will lose October 1, 1935. A first prize of $125, second prize of $50 and third prise of $85 wil be the incon tives to stimulate leading professional play: wrights as well as all aspiring young. drama: tists to contribute in their special fed to the fight against war and Fascism. ‘The social theatres of America, amateur and professional, stretching from’ coast to coast, are asking for plays with which to throw the emotional power of a militant stage into the battle against war and Fascism, Te is in response to the demands of these groups art theatres, workers’ theatres, college. the: atres, settlement theatres, church. theatres=- that this contest is launched, ‘These new the- atres are a potent force with which to coun. feract the vicious war propaganda ‘of the movies, the emergent Fascism of Coughlin, Long and Johnson over the radio, the high pressure anticred and anti-labor ‘hysteria of Hearst and MeFadden, We must supply these theatres with the necessary ammunition in the form of vital, human drama that will reach masses of people as yet untouched by the fight Against war and Fascism. We must have geod plays! 

“Waiting for Lefty,” the prize-winning play of the New Theatre-New Masses Contest held this year, brought forward the most promising young American dramatist of today, Clifford Gdets. His play about the taxi drivers’ strike is now being performed on Broadway, as well as by new theatres in twenty cities throughout the country simultaneously, reaching hundreds of thousands. 
Tn addition to the awards and the assurance of ‘nation-wide productions, the authors. of Drize-winning and published’ plays will receive 50 per cent of the ensuing Toyaltles, 26 per 

  

  

cent going to the maintenance of New Theatre 
League repertory work, and 25 per cent to 
support the work of the League Against War 
and Fascism, 

RULES: Contest ends Oct. 1, 1935. Win- 
ners will be announced in November issue of 
NEW THEATRE and FIGHT. The New The- 
atre League and the American League Against 
War and Fascism reserve all rights, including 
publication and performance, of winning 
plays, and, with the author's permission, of 
other’ manuscripts considered worthy of pro- 
duction. They also reserve the right not to 
award prizes if the material submitted is not 
up to the necessary standard. Plays should 
take 30 minutes to one hour to produce; no 
full-length plays will be considered. Any sub- 
Ject dealing with the fight against war and 
Fascism is acceptable. Manuseripts submitted 
are to be clearly typed on one side of the 
paper, and accompanied by return postage 
The author's name and address are not to 
be on the manuscript, but enclosed in a sealed 
envelope, with the name of the play on the 
‘outside of the envelope. Send plays to Reper- 
tory Dept., New Theatre League, 114 W. 14th 
St, New York City. All manuscripts will be 
registered, and those rejected will be returned 
with careful individual criticism. 
JUDGES: Liston M. Oak, editor of FIGHT; 

John Gasser, of the THEATRE GUILD; 
Herbert Kline, editor of NEW THEATRE; 
Paul Sifton, playwright; Paul Peters, of the 
THEATRE UNION. 

  

    

  

   

   
Spring in a Nazi 
Concentration Camp 

From Der Simpl 

  

   

    

PATHS OF GLORY 
By Humphrey Cobb. The Viking Press, $2.50 

RAVI     E soldiers advance to the front and 
return—back for a brief rest from the 
murderous hell of the front line trenches. 

Marked for death, they return to live before 
returning to die. 

  

‘The enemy holds a strategic spot. Head- 
quarters demands that it be taken. Promotion 
and glory are held up to General Assolant, 
Commander of this weary, shell-shocked, ex- 
hausted division, He boasts he has never 
failed to take an enemy position when ordered. 

Brave soldiers, men, return to the front. The 
zero hour, rain and’ wind, the charge, the 
withering, devastating fire of the enemy, death 
and honor, men leaping from the trenches to 
fall back dead in the arms of their comrades. 
‘The attack fails. The general enraged, glory 
and promotion slipping from his grasp, orders 
his artillery to shell his own soldiers’ out of 
their trenches to force them to advance. The 
artillery officer refuses, demands a written 
order which the General is too shrewd to give. 

Back out of the trenches, the entire division 
under arrest charged with cowardice and re- 
fusal to obey orders. Gen. Assolant deman 
that examples be made, that an entire section 
‘of each company be shot. The officers finally 
decide to select and court-martial one man 
from each company. ‘The summary court is 
clearly made to understand that the men are 
to be found guilty. 

Brave soldiers, men, advance to the fring. 
squad. Ready, aim, fire! Paths of Glory. 

Humphrey Cobb portrays the horror and 
futility’ of war; but, though the implications 
cannot be escaped, he draws no conchision, he 
offers no solution, and leaves the reader full 
of revolt but without knowing what can be 
done to prevent the repetition of such atroci~ 
ties, The result is a sense of inevitability 
Which does not do justice to so fine a novel. 

   

    

‘Maus FEINSTEIN. 
  

IT’S NOT 
TOO LATE 
TO WIN! 

20 CASH PRIZES 
Ast Prize 
2nd 
8rd“ 
4th “ 
Stee os 
6th—20th Prizes 

In the event of a tie, duplicate 
prizes will be awarded. 

  

  

C’MON YOU 

  

$100 

‘The necessity for spreading the fight against war 
and Fascism has nevi 
war mongers and jingoists inciting one nation 
against the other, we must fight war now or be 

e forced to fight in an imperialist war later. 

$20 Bonus 
to first individual or branch turning in 1,000 subs, 

Contest ends September 10, 1935. 

FIGHT 
AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 

112 East 19th Street 

“FIGHTers”—GET BUSY 

ENTER FIGHT’S SUB CONTEST NOW! 

New York City 

IN 
CASH 
PRIZES 

been greater. With the 
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rr ae 
THIS NOVEL WILL BE 
SUPPRESSED BY ANY 
NATION WHICH MOVES 
TOWARD WAR.... 
cee 

Because it smashes home the horror and futility of war 
in a manner no other novel has; because it conveys with 
all the force of absolute truth the unbearable tension of a 
single hopeless engagement and its terrible aftermath, it 
will be forbidden to the citizens of any country which 
plans war. Its sharply-focused story is told with a calm- 
ness which heightens its overwhelming effect. Book-of- 
the-Month Club Selection for June. $2.50. 

PATHS oF GLORY 
By Humphrey Cobb 

it almost sweeps the reader off 
et."—L. H. Titterton, New 

York Times. 
“It is an unforgettable picture of 

the War.’—John Haynes Holmes, 
more than a book, it is an 

arrow in the conscience of the world.” 
Christopher Morley. 
‘THE VIKING PRESS, NEW YORK CITY 
  

UTIFUL LAKE BLUS PRESHIRE FOOTHILLS 
CAMP UNITY 

A Stimulating Vacation 
IN A WORKERS’ CAMP 

Jaze Band clever Programs AML Land snd Water Sporte Lectures~Pree Dane Instruction Best Food FreeDancelnstruction Best Food, Housing 

THE TRUTH IN 
CALIFORNIA 
from Week to Week 

PACIFIC WEEKLY 
INDEPENDENT UNAFRAID 

Bungalows, for*Bwo and Four Rate: sia Wook, 205 a day. Care leave day ‘Welte for deverptise folder to 0 ART Iath SPREE, NEW XORK CITY ‘ALgonquin #4611, Eatenston 
  A Wester Journal of Fact and Opinion 

“Tes not until : Why 7 melecaiicat oc 
Fascism nomic policy in its 

Contributors Include Leads to. <. sapere as 
Lincoln Steffens Marie Welch War eumanerote ee 

Robert Cantwell Ella Winter by JOHN towards war exh 

aa STRACHEY st staucn 
pcre aries 

pipet tonne AMERICAN LEAGUE AGAINST WAR 
BOX 1300 CARMEL, CALIFORNIA AND FASCISM 112 B. 19th Sty Room 605, New York   
    

You, or your child, may suffer from 

HAY-FEVER! 
Millions of people suffer every summer from Hay fever 
You may be another victim! A noted specialist on 1 
subject in the JULY ISSUE. 

On Sate—JUNE 27 
Other Articles On 

Summer Ailments of Babies—and what to-do for them What are “Allergic” diseases? 
T. B—"The most class-conscious of the diseases.” 

e 
‘and many others, written, in the spirit of HEALTH 

and HYGIENE, “from the doctor to the patient.”         

Gulroductowy. Offer 

OR THE significant news most 
dailies don't dare print and for fear- 

less, authoritative interpretation turn to 
Anmerica’s foremost liberal weekly—The 
Natios 

Sivce 1865 thoughtful readers have 
welcomed The ‘Nation as a remarkably 
inexpensive but safe insurance against 
intellectual dry rot. 

Moreover, in at least one respect it 
is unique—it’is read by its enemies! 
‘They know that few magazines exercise 

wider influence, They may damn it— 
but they read it. That is, the more intel- 
ligent of them. 

Because forecasting The Nation's 
leading articles is as dificult a task as 
predicting tomorrow's news, we present 
this brief list of recent features to illus- 
trate The Nation’s scope and. vitalit 

18 DREISER ANTI-SEMITIC? Correspondence eth Hop good 
‘3XHE MENACE OF HUEY LONG ty Raymond Gram Song 
THE, MEN WHO MAKE, AM Teas GODS by Left Wing 

0 ‘by Semel Graf 
EARSY'S RUSSIAN “FAMINE” Wy Leute Packer 

‘COMPROMISE thy Onvald Garrison Vitara 
ARE NOVELS WORTH READING? by Joep Wood Katoh 
NAZI JEW-BATTING IX AMERICA by Chatter Avo 

by Thomas 0. Skeperd 
PLEASE EXCUSE MISS PERKINS i Pew! We Ward 
uae by Heywood Brown ORUTIQUE oF CHAOS QUE OF SiiBendonin Stibero 

" ‘by Norman Thomas 
8 LIKE, 

Dy Mort and B.A. Gilbert 
In variety of subjst matter, you ace that ‘The Nation terse cp article ably match the kaleldescopie tines in whic we ive in, 94 fact you wil rad 170 couragroos artes, 973" eitoral paragraph 136, fll Tength editorials on vt isos of the meet, Zot relable reviews of the new body Bins nd olay “AU $5 year The Nation is the best buy 

Bain aig it's sinply nestle! ou ee Sent go mone for 30 day, Ba 
‘order today! 7 

ORDER FORM 
‘ATION 20 Vesey Street Now York City "Pleas pend tu. ot Weans oe aa Ration i only $2, (G'T tuclose my cheeks OF 1 2 wil 

Address.  


