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AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM 

HUNGER AND DEATH 

Today—Men and Women everywhere Organize, Demonstrate, Fight imperialist War 

On July 28, 29, and 30, women fighters 
against imperialist: War and Fascism will 
gather in Paris from all Europe, from the 
United States, Canada, Mexico, Central and 
South America, from Africa, India, China and 
Japan, to mobilize their united strength and 
the strength of the millions of women they 
represent. 

Against what? 
ist Capitalism’s crazy cure for the 

For what? 
For genuine peace in a workers’ and farm- 

ers’ world. 
For sanity instead of insanit 
For security instead of bread lines and firing 

hi 
‘or a chance of love without fear and the 

right to bear children without fear. 
For laughter and work, for songs and secur- 

ity, for dreams without nightmares, 
For all the strong and simple reasons that 

make up life itself, the Women’s International 
Congress Against War and Fascism will make 
plans for action to stop Imperialist War be- 
fore it starts and after it starts, by turning 
the workers, farmers, middle class people, and 
professionals against the financiers who are re- 
sponsible for War, against profiteers, the insti- 
tutions and the lies that eause War. "This Con- 
gress will draft and ratify plans of action to 
head off Fascism and put it out of business 
where it rules, 

It will speak strong definite words to the 
women of the world, telling them how to or 
ganize and fight effectively against the Fascist 
regimes of Germany, Italy and Austria, against 
the democratic disguise of Capitalism 
France, England and the land of the N. R. A. 

Will’ women fight? 
Yes, as they always have, on the picket Ii 

backing up their men, holding their sisters in 
line, sharing flour, salt, fat-back, soap, and 

hair-pins, Women are’ fierce and stubborn 
fighters, but they're practical; they want to 
know that their fighting counts. 

‘That's the job of the Women’s Congress; to 
organize against a new World War that may break out atany hour. Against Fascism every- where, 

It’s up to us to organize here and go pre- 
pared to tell them how we intend to clean 
up a country where women are hungry and 
underpaid while billions go for banks and 
battleships. 
‘Women of America, build anti-War and anti- 

Fascist committees in the factories and mills, 
‘on the farms, in the schools, in the hospitals, 
in the neighborhoods, elect delegates wherever 
you live and work—fight against War and Fas- 

‘This will be a Congreas of order, discipline 
and courage resolved on ending the rale o 
capitalist anarchy, hunger, Fascist terror, and. 
wholesale death.  
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SOCIAL INSURANCE - H.R. 7598 

ONE of the most astounding and distressing 
features of the depression is the fact that the 
United States, after four and a half years of 
unprecedented suffering, has as yet failed to 
develop a satisfactory means of caring for the 
vietims of the economic holocaust. 

Such recovery as has taken place has had 
slight effect on the unemployment problem. 
Despite re-employment under the N.R.A., the 
P.W.A., and the C.C.C,, the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has estimated that there were 
at least 10,900,000 out of wor! at the begin- 
ning of April, 1934, a decrease of only about 
20 percent unemployment since the peak 
reached during the bank holiday in 1998. Even 
on a 85 or 40 hour week, it is possible that 
half of these men will never again find jobs. 
Moreover, a large number of those now em- 
ployed will doubtless be displaced bs techno- 

logical eyelie fluctuations 
within the next few years. Must these mil- 
lions of men and their families become in- 
creasingly dependent upon public and private 
charity, or will society as a whole come to 
recognize its responsibility for their plight? 
‘The answer, if there is to be one, must be 
rendered quickly if it is to be of any value 
to the underprivileged of the present genera- 
tion. 

Social insurance cannot eliminate unemploy- 
ment; it cannot remedy the basic injustices in 
‘our economic system; but the provision of 
adequate unemployment benefits can obviate 
the physical and mental suffering resulting 
from the insecurity of present-day conditions. 

improvements or 

Burden on Workers 

Unfortunately, however, the vast majority 
of the social insurance bills before Congress 
and the various state legislatures are merely 
‘measures for an enforced sharing of poverty. 
‘Through compulsory weekly contributions from 
‘the workers, most of these schemes would 
create a fund which could be drawn upon— 
after a specified interval—to pay unemploy- 
ment benefits for a limited period to cover 
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4 temporary slackening of business activity. 
No provision is made for those who do not 
now have jobs, or for the young men and wo- 
men who have not yet been able to find work. 
Nor is any provision made for men and women 
after the brief period—often as short as 12 or 
16 weeks—in which benefits are paid. Profes- 
sional men, white-collar workers, and farmers 
fare deprived of even this protection under 
most of the proposals. At best, moreover, the 
amount of the weekly payment is but a fr 
tion of the worker's normal weekly wage, 
adequate though that may be. 

A Worker’s and Farmer's Bill 

The one measure which is free from these 
‘objections is the “Workers Unemployment and 
Social Insurance Bill” (H. R. 7598), introduced 
into Congress by Representative Lundeen of 
Minnesota. This bill provides for unemploy- 
ment insurance under the direct control of 
workers’ and farmers’ organizations which 
shall be extended to all 
tion because of age, sex, race, religious or 
political opinion, whether they be industrial, 
agricultural, domestic or professional workers, 
FOR ALL TIME LOST” (emphasis mine) 
Funds for this insuranes ave to be raised by the 
Government by taxing inheritance and gifts, 
and by an additional levy on individual and 
corporation incomes of $5,000 a yea and over. 
These funds are also to be used for paying 
workers for loss of wages because of part-time 
work, sickness, accident, old-age, or maternity. 

Regarding the amount of benefit to be paid, 
the Lundeen Bill is much less satisfactory, 
though it is markedly superior te any other 
bill thus far offered. No definite rate of benefit 
1s named but stipulation is made that “in 
no case shall the unemployment insurance be 
Jess than $10 per week plus $8 for each de- 
pendent.” ‘The Lundeen Bill in general is 
heartily endorsed by the newly formec Inter 
professional Association for Social Insurance, 
led by Miss Mary Van Kleeck, but this group 
fzoes beyond the bill by advocating benefits 

hout diserimina- 
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sufficient to prevent the lowering of prevail 
ing standards of living The amount necessary 
to achieve this would vary in different sections 
of the country and with fluctuations in the 
cost of living. The Association believes, how- 
ever, that no individual should be made to 
suffer the slightest hardship or inconvenience 
because of unemployment whien is due to no 
fault of his own, and that benefits should be 
at least equal to standards set for minimum 
wages. 

‘Transfer War Funds 
Obviously these standards can only be pro- 

vided by a federal system of social insurance 
which will compel compliance in the more 
backward states. Experience with the at- 
tempts at the regulation of child labor indi- 

tes the kind of incongruous situations which 
develop when questions of this type are left 
tc the individual states. ‘The financing of a 
national system is rendered easier, moreover, 
by reason of the existence of an ever-growing 
sum expended for War purposes which could 
be diverted into the sociai insurance fund. 

Despite its minor imperfections, the Lundeen 
Bill deserves general support as a practical 
measure. Ten Congressmen are reported to 
hhave signed the round-robin necessary to 
aring the bill to a vote at the present sessi 
It hae been endorsed by 15 central labor bodies 
of the American Federation of Labor, by five 
state federations, including those of Towa, 
Montana, and Colorado, and by over 1800 
A.F of L. locals. It is to the interest of every 
worker, no matter what his occupation, to 
bring pressure upon his Congressman for an 
‘early enactment of the bill. 

SONG CONTEST 
FIGHT announces « prize contest for an 

original anti-War and anti-Pascist song. The 
American movement against War and Fascism 
is showing remarkable growt.. in almost every 
state of the Union, Now we need stirring 
songs, marching songs, militant » ngs, satirical 
songs. We need songs to give the masses 
courage, strength and fight in their struggle 
‘against Fascism and War. Let us have these 
songs, Poets and Musicians of America! 

RULES 
1, All gongs, words, and music must be original 

‘and based mainly on American conditions 
in relation to War and Fascism, 

Simple language. 
Quatrains. Short torse refrain, if possible, with FIGHT 
AGAINST WAR AND FASCISM as the 
theme. 

Music must be within comfortable singing 
range—neither too high nor too low. 

Avoid difficult intervals 
Boery entry must come in ste copies. 
Words and music must reach oftce SONG 
CONTEST, c/o FIGHT, 112 Bast 19th 
Street, New York City, by August 15th. 

The judges and prizes will be announced in the 
Tully number of FIGHT. 

EDITOR  
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Women making Munitions in Canadian Pacific Shops in Canada 

LIPSTICK BULLETS 
By DOROTHY AULT 

ery day for eight hours I polish lipsticks. 
About 2,000 of them. For 20¢ a hundred I 
hold these lipsticks over a buffer wheel and 
polish them until they are smooth and shin 
and bright. 

‘You have to work very fast to make 2,000 
a day so that you can earn around $4.00 be- 
cause, during the slow season, you only work 
a couple of days every week. 

You have to work so hard and so fast 
smoothing all the waves and bumps out of the 
metal you hardly have time to think, You must 
keep your mind on the work because you don’t 
get anything for what you spoil. 

But every once in a while there is a shower 
of sparks from the buffer and sometimes, 
‘especially toward the end of the day, when 
you are dead tired, you get to thinking about 
something else, 

After I worked in this shop for some months, 
the girl who works next to me got started to 
talking at lunch time about a movie she had 
seen. The hero was a soldier, and we got to 
talking about soldiers and how there was £0 
much talk about War in the News, And this 
girl said, “You know, there was lots of work 
here during the War. It was busy as hell.” 

We didn't get a chance to talk anymore, but 
when we got back to work, later on in the 
afternoon, I got to thinking about it’s being 
busy during the War and wondering, and all 
of a sudden it dawned on me how easy these 
lipsticks I was polishing could be turned into 
bullets. 

Lipstick into Bullet 

Just the least little change in the die maybe, 
and instead of a pretty lipstick that the boss 
makes 35¢ a piece on, you would have a shiny 
bullet, Instead of lipstick it could be filled 
with gunpowder. And you know how it is, 
once you start thinking, sometimes, you get 
from one thing to the next and I got to think- 
ing from bullets to guns and from guns to 
soldiers and from soldiers to killing and from 
killing to War, 

And here I was where I saw myself part 
of this War turning out 2,000 bullets a day, 
12,000 a week, 50,000 a month—I, myself, was 
making enough ammunition. to shoot up an 
army. 

Why Should I Make Bullets 
for My Boss? 

I remember when my brother went to France 
im the last War. I was only a kid, but I re- 
member how my mother was afraid to look in 
the mail box. It was funny. She'd be afraid 
to find a letter for fear it had bad news, and 
she was afraid to find no letter at all for fear 
it would mean worse news. It was one bad 
dream, until he came home safe and sound, 

But when I get to thinking about these Iip- 
stick bullets and how they might be killing 
some fellow like my brother, I shiver. I'm 
helping to kill him by making the damn things 
and I have nothing against this soldier they'd 
kill. Inever saw him, He never did anything 
to me. 

And fellows like my brother are given guns 
to shoot him down because he is an enemy. 
‘The Huns are barbarians, the teacher used to 
say in school during the War. And we have to 
fight them so there will be no more Wars, 

‘And now every time you pick up the paper 
‘or go to the movies, you see big battle ships 
—new ones—and the words say, “We need 
‘more like these so we'll be sure to have peace. 
And the radio speakers keep talking more and 
more about the next War and how soon it’s 
coming. 

T have nothing against anybody living in 
any country in the world. They don't inter- 
fere with me at all, or make any trouble for 
me. But I know my boss. If he knows a way 
to make money he'll grab it and I know he 
wouldn't have been busy during the War mak- 
ing lipsticks. Soldiers don’t use lipsticks. 

Til be standing at my machine making bul- 
lets for that next War. Anyhow, the boss will 
want me to. I know that I don’t want any 
War or my family or all the people in the shop. 
All they want is work and pay. 

And if a War starts it will be because some- 
body wants to gain something from it, The 
government and the people who will make 
money out of it by making bullets and guns 
and aeroplanes and the rest. I know that I 
don’t want to make any bullets to kill people 
I don't know. And if all the people in my shop 
would realize what's happening they wouldn't 
either. And if all of us refuse to make bullets 
and all the people who work on any kind of 
ammunition would refuse, how could there be 
a War? 

Not with My Help 

I got nothing out of the last War but worry 
over my brother. Millions of girls didn't get 
their brothers back or their sweethearts, and 
here there’s talk about a new War. 

Not with my help, thanks, 

BARBUSSE WRITES 
Paris, 
April 18, 1934, 

My dear Joseph Pass: 
Tas well as our friends here are very happy 

and enthusiastic to learn of the progress being 
made in America by your courageous journal 
and of the mounting figures of its distribu 
tion, In our eyes this advance symbolizes the 
growth of the struggle wl 
ing in the various countries of the world for 
the cause of peace and social progress, in other 
words, against War and Fascism, 

‘The recent period has given our movement 
in France a large and significant increase. 
‘The very considerable effort made by the va 
‘ous Fascist organizations to unite against the 
working class and the defenders of a social 
transformation based on the sovereignty of 
the masses is beginning to be seriously coun- 
terbalanced by a united front against War 
and Fascism of all workers. ‘The tragic im- 
mediacy of events has given a very strong im- 
pulse to unity of action on the part of the 
workers against the several armies of social 
conservatism and reaction. ‘The demonstra- 
tions which took place in France on February 
12 (the general strike) and on the occasion 

f the obsequies for the vietims of police re- 
pression have shown that the will of the 
masses to defend themselves, and to attack, 
has very rapidly taken on a very lively sense 
of self-awareness and a consciousness of 
duty. If we continue to establish our organi- 

mn of working forces at the same tempo 
eluding, with the working class, the pea 

ants and the intellectuals and the lower middle 
classes) we may envisage the future without 
fear and look forward to the congress which 
is to take place in France with the firm knowl- 
edge that it will be an imposing manifesta- 
tion against the forces of exploitation and op- 
presston. 

And we are well aware that your great 
country will be among those upon whom we 
may count the most, 

‘Yours in friendship, 
HENRI BARBUSSE  
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An APPEAL 

to WOMEN 
By CAMILLE DREVET 

International Secretary, Women's Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom 

‘We have permitted the arrival of Fascism 
because we did not strive sufficiently to check 
the eximes of colonial oppression everywhere; 
because we did not denounce with sufficient 
vigor the crimes of the police and of the 
prisons in the Balkans, in Europe, in the 
Orient, and elsewhere. 

‘Today Fascism and War are at our very 
gates. On guard for the defense of peace 
‘and of the liberties already won! On guard 
for the struggle against the capitalist regime 
which is changing before our eyes into a Fas- 
‘cist regime! On guard for the creation of a 
workers’ world! 

‘We, the workers in field or factory, in offices 
and schools, we the women, are strong in num- 
bers. We hold in our hands the entire ma- 
chinery of economie life. Shall we shrink back 
before a few thousand tyrant-financiers who 
wish to preserve their privileges? 

Unite in the Struggle 

‘We can do anything if we are organized and 
united. Every effort towards union and 
organization is a vietory over violence. 

Fascism is the cult of force, a return to the 
barbarous warfare of races. 

Until now the intellectuals, the middle 
lasses, and the professional women have con- 
cerned themselves too little with the struggle 
‘against War and Fascism. Women have left 
this to workers’ organizations. They have 
frequently put their faith in governments, and 
in the possibility of a diplomatic solution of 
international questions of peace and economic 
reorganization, So long as they lived in dem- 
ccratie countries they believed that Fascism is 
‘an attribute of certain countries only. Like 
many men, they regarded the subjection of 
Italy to the yoke of Fascism as a remote affair. 
‘The events of 1998 in Germany must have 
seemed nearer to them. Then the danger be- 
came more menacing: in 1984 Austria suc~ 
cumbed. There the government massacred the 
working-class population. At almost the same 
‘moment the Fascists launched a blow in Paris. 

‘Was the danger understood by the intellec~ 
tuals, and the women of the middle class? 

In France the 6th of February aroused 
peasants and civil servants, shop keepers and 
fntellectuals. Since February 6, every day 
marks an advance towards unity. 

International Women’s Congress 

‘The intellectuals are issuing an appeal, 
forming a vigilance committee. The women 
will assemble in Paris on July 28, 29, and 30 
in an international Women's Congress Against 
‘War and Fascism, for they are the direct vie- 
tims of Fascist dictatorship. 

Socialists and Communists are joined in 

committees of struggle. ‘The League for the 
Rights of Man, which draws many of its 
180,000 members from the middle classes, has 
sounded the alarm. The War Veterans, who 
include persons of various opinions, are pre- 
pared for the most part for the struggle 
against Fascism. 

Teachers are participating actively in the 
campaign. Everywhere there are cries of 
Unity and Organization, 

ity professor who is a militant 
Socialist said to me: Today, in the event of 
another blow, we have 60 percent of the 
chances on our side. In a few weeks we shall 
be still stronger. But it is necessary for the 
members of the middle class who have been 

proletarianized by the crisis to join with the 
workers in order to cut away the regime of 
profits, scandals, violence and erime—in a 
word, the capitalist system, 

Fascism is a return to barbarous paganism, 
with it adoration of a chief. It is the negation 
of all intelligence and reason. It is installed 
everywhere by blood, and is maintained by 
oppression. 

We women who love the ideal of liberty 
and peace should be in the first ranks of those 
who assemble to organize, to resist and to 
construct a world which shall be more just 
‘and more humane: a world of work, without 
oppression and without wars; a world dis- 

Peasant Women on the Isle of Ushant, France, Breaking Stones as a means of 
paying their Tazes to the French Government. They provide Free Labor for many of 

the Government Enterprises 

IOWA FARMERS 
By BEN FIELD 

1. A GUARDSMAN 
‘The young guardsman comes into the best 

room with his hair slicked down so that it 
looks like a beetle shell from which a bird has 
rifled the flesh. He sits on the table, Above 
him there is a picture of F. D. Roosevelt nailed 
to the wall, 

He was in one of the 4 companies of guards 
sent to Le Mars last spring when martial law 
was declared in northwestern Iowa. There 
were L,M,I, and a machine-gun company, 65 
men in each. “We weren't notified until the 
last minute. They said they were sending us 
out to stop a strike.” 

But there was no strike. 
“{ know that. But that was what they told 

us, ‘The farmers were striking and rioting 
‘and destroying property. That's what they 
told us.” 

He looks at us a little sulkily. “When we 
‘got there we could see the farmers were quiet. 
‘They didn’t tell us until the last minute. How 
did we know the farmers was just organizing? 
We had rifles, bayonets, and tear gas. We 
had machine-guns in the streets of Le Mars. 

But they gave us orders not to shoot to kill 
"Tess we had to.” 

His collar is open, and as he talks, one can 
see the pulse knodking in his neck. “The 
farmers behaved themselves. You got to use 
your head. Don't get tough with people that 
have enough ammunition to blow up the whole 
town. No one was killed. Some of the farmers 
swung bats and fought back, One farmer was 
beaten up bad. One farmer got poked with a 
Dayonet. Most of them behaved. Sometimes 
more than 60 guards was sent to get one 
farmer. They rounded up 102 prisoners in one 
house alone, All told we got 850 of them. We 
trucked them to a big farm, It had a barbed 
‘wire fence 20 feet high. They stayed there from 
5 to 20 days. Farmers who talked weren't 
hardly held any time, The fellows who wouldn't 
open up, well, they was made uncomfortable.” 

He kicks his legs out. “They let the farmers 
play horseshoes to pass the time.” 

His mother stands in the hall listening 
anxiously. 

“Tt was tough on us, too. Guard detail was 
8 and 9 hours. We had one meal a day. I was 
on duty 109 hours and never had clothing, 

(Continued on page thirteen)  
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Women And The Next War 
‘Modern warfare engulfs the entire popula- 

tion of warring nations, young and old, men 
and women. All are drawn into the War mi 
chine, either as direct combatants or as auxi 
ary forces. The nation’s strongest are herded 
into the trenches to be mowed down by artil- 
lery fire; those left behind are made to pro- 
duee the War supplies, transport them to the 
front, and carry on the thousand and one 
tasks necessary for the conduct of War. 

Women in Wartime 
Women, particularly, are mobilized wherever 

possible to “carry on” behind the trenches. Not 
only is every agency of ruling class propa- 
ganda geared to top speed to “keep the home 
fires burning though your hearts are yearn- 
ing” for the sons, brothers, and husbands who 
are dodging death on the firing lines, but wo- 
men, as we saw during the World War, re-~ 
placed men in every basic industry on what 
hhad previously been considered men’s work: 
steel mills, logging camps and saw mills, elec~ 
trie manufacturing, packing plants and muni. 
tions plants. They worked for 11 and 12 hours 
at a stretch at low wages and at a murderous 
speed dictated by the feverish demand for 
more and more ammunition. Millions of wo- 
men were widowed in the last War. More 
millions were faced with the problem of pro- 
viding for crippled, blinded, gassed men— 
shadows of men broken in mind and body. And 
the result? Today, only 20 years after the 
last world slaughter, feverish War prepara- 
tions are going on all over the world, mil 
are being spent to build new and more deadly 
weapons; the press, the schools, the movies, 
the radio are feeding the population with 
preparedness propaganda; poisonous chauvin- 
ism is rampant, 

Breaking Ground 
Here at home, in the United. States, the 

same attempts are being made as were made 
before the Inst War to lull resistance to sleep 
with talk about continuing in the footsteps of 
George Washington, maintaining neutrality 
from “foreign quarrels and European entan- 
glements.” But President Roosevelt asks more 
billions for a bigger navy. ‘The whole fleet is 
engaged in maneuvers in Caribbean waters 
after having made a test of the efficiency 
of the Panama Canal. Additional thousands 
‘of American youth are being ground into the 
military machine at the C.C.C. camps. 

‘The legends which drove millions to their 
death in the last War—“make the world safe 
for democracy”—“the War to end all Wars” — 
hhave been pretty completely exploded. ‘The 
masses of the United States ean see clearly 
how far the world was made safe for democ- 
racy in these days when Fascism leaves an 
‘ever wider and bloodier trail across the face 
of the globe. 

Taking Stock 
While the world is tottering on the brink 

of a new War, American women must think 
back and evaluate what they gained from the 
last War, particularly the ten and a half mil- 

By C. A. HATHAWAY 
Editor, “Daily Worker 

ion working women who are so vital a 
factor in the economic life of the country. 
Starvation wages, miserably inadequate relief 
for the unemployed, undernourished hungry 
children, an ever declining standard of living 
‘enforced upon them by the very forces who 
‘will call upon them to support the new 
‘War—to sacrifice themselves and their fam- 
flies to protect the markets, foreign invest- 
ments, loans of the financial magnates and 
industrial barons. 

‘Will they send their sons and husbands into 
the armies of the profiteers in the next War; 
will they make the shoes for the army to march 
on, the cloth for their uniforms, the bullets for 
their guns, the chemicals for the deadly gases 
—will they arm their sons and husbands and 
send them against the sons and husbands of 
women of other countries—no different from 
themselves? 

Or will they join together in a world-wide 
movement against War and against Fascism 

ich breeds War? 
Organizing Against War and Faseism 
‘The machinery for such a world-wide move- 

‘ment is in the process of formation. An Inter- 
national Women’s Congress Against War and 
Fascism will be held in Paris on July 28, 29, 
and 30 of this year. The American League 

“Modern Warfare 
enguifa the entire 
Population of War- 
ring Nations, Young 
and Old, Men and 
Women” — C. A. 

Hathaway 

Drawing 
by M. Pass 

eres rasa 

Against War and Fascism has set up a special 
‘women’s section to work towards sending a 
strong representative delegation of American 
women to Paris to participate in the Congress 

A call has already been sent out and prep- 
rations for regional conferences in New York, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Detroit, Pittsburg, Phila- 
delphia, Los Angeles, and other sections of the 
country are under way. These regional con- 
ferences will not only elect the delegates to 
the world Congress, but they will mobilize 
every section of American women—textile 
workers, farm women, miners’ wives, needle 
trades workers, agricultural workers, teachers, 
students, Negro women, housewives, profes- 
sionals—all women regardless of their social 
position. or political views who are ready to 
organize the fight against War and Fascism. 

“Build Anti-War, Anti-Fascist committees,” 
reads the final paragraph of the call of the 
Women's Committee, “in the factories and 
mills, on the farms, in the schools, in the hos- 
pitals, in the neighborhoods, wherever you live 
and work. Regional conferences and mass 
meetings will be held during the next two 
months to elect delegates. Build and support 
the regional conference in your community. 
Help by reaching your friends and sisters with 
the program’ against War and Fascism.” 

Join together, women of America. United, 
you are an invincible barrier against War and 
Fascism. 
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SWORDS OVER ASIA 
Author of “Not Without Laughter 

Recently, I took a Japanese boat from Vla- 
divostok, At our first port of call in Korea, 
I heard the rattle of swords coming up the 
gangplank. The Japanese military came on 
board to inspect passports. They lined up the 
passengers, and looked us over. In each Korean 
port there was 
whether you landed or not. If you went ashore 
for a walk, someone trailed a respectable dis- 

some form of inspection, 

tance behind you, always there. 
At Tsuruga, where the boat docks in Japan, 

searcely had I gotten to my hotel, before a 
representative of the military came to call to 
ask me about Soviet Russia, and to demand 
why I came to Japan. 

Japan is covered with fortified zones, zones 
where you can't take pictures and where a 
foreigner shouldn't be. Upon checking out of 

hotel, you must inform your hotel keeper 
where you are going. To alight from any 
train at any station is dependent upon whether 
the military wish to allow your presence there 
or not. Foreigners living in Japan have per- 
‘manent spies attached to them. Travelers have 
their temporary ‘The Japanese mili- 
tarists are quite open about all this. They 
make no secret that they are shadowing you, 
and that they are suspicious of everyone. 

spies. 

Imperialist Dictatorship 

In Tokio, my second night there, I thought 
I heard tractors going through the streets 

By LANGSTON HUGHES 
“Dear Lovely Deat 

but they were tanks, more than a dozen of 
them. Where they were going down a big 
city street in the middle of the night, T do not 
know. But I read in the papers that day that 
three young men of Tokio had committed sui- 
cide rather than become a part of the 
draft for the imperial army—for more than 
11,000 young fellows have come back maimed 
for life from the recent wars in Manchuria. 
‘The three who killed themselves the day the 
tanks came by did not want to fight. In Japan 
there are thousands of other young men who 
do not want to fight either—but the present 
military dictatorship imprisons them, shames 
them through the press, drives them to suicide, 
or forces them at the point of a gun to shoul- 
der arms, 

In Shanghai, that vast international powder- 
keg of a city, the Japanese marines patrol the 
streets in fives, marching slowly and gravely, 
armed, 
patrol. 

swinging little sticks on constant 

Guns, Guns Everywhere 

Arms bristle everywhere, on everybody, on 
all nationalities—exeept the Chinese whose 
land the foreigners have taken, In Shanghai, 
the British are armed, guarding shops and 
banks, The French are armed, and their gen- 
darmes, the Annamites. The Sikh police are 
armed. The White Russian mercenaries are 
armed. The American marines are armed. 
They all guard banks, important corners, con- 

This Photo Banned for 
Publication in Japan, 
shows Japanese Army 
Officials Watching the 
First Test of a midget 
Submarine, which will 
be used in the coming 
Imperialist War in inte- 
rior Lakes and Rivers, 
for Attacking small 
Craft and Shoreside 

Buildings 

The Weary Blues,” ete. ete. 

sulates, and steel gates at the end of the 
foreign quarter's streets. 

All kinds of gunboats mass in the harbor 
of Shanghai, too, facing one another, taking 
the best buoys away from commercial ship- 
ping. Up and down the Chinese rivers these 
foreign gunboats travel protecting invest- 
ments and missionaries, shooting down Chinese 
who rebel against the graft and rapine going 
on in their own land. 

Our American gunboats protect Standard 
Oil. They trail Standard Oil tankers like 
enormous flunkies. Our Admirals bow down 
to Standard Oil—shooting at Communists and 
letting opium runners pass, for opium is not 
dangerous to Standard Oil. Communists are 
dangerous. Hungry people are, too. 

On the edge of Shanghai is Chapei, in black- 
ened ruins, empty wall on wall, charred stone 
on stone, destroyed by the Japanese. In the 
canals of Shanghai, the bodies of babies dead 
from hunger float and rot. And in the poor 
streets of Tokio, young men drink poison rather 
than go to a stupid War. In the prisons of 
‘Nanking, students are slowly tortured to death 
for protesting against War, hunger, and for- 
eign battleships. The President of China and 
‘the Emperor of Japan are one in killing and 
torturing the young and fearless. 

Imperialists vs. Workers 

In Asia the rich international bandits fight 
for spoils: England, France, Japan, America, 
and the traitors of the Kuomintang. If 
you don’t own warships and bombing planes, 
you're out of luck. ‘The fighting is crude and 
cruel—and the masses get their heads smashed 
and their hearts shot out. 

Over Asia the swords rattle. Over Shang- 
hai, over Tokio, over Nanking. The military 
dictators of China and Japan snarl and shake 
their bloody sticks. Meanwhile, the British 
guns prepare to bark, snarling, The 
French are oiling their pistols. The American 
cruisers maneuver. Everywhere steel prepares 
to point, to ram, to shoot, to cut, to kill, And 
overhead the airplanes zoom, steel bombs in 
their bodies. 

WAR IN THE FAR EAST 
FLEET MASSES AT HAWAII 
PATRIOTS PREPARE 

Mr. Rockefeller is our brother. Fight for 
Standard Oil! Carry civilization to the Orient! 
‘Swing another sword over Asia! Burn down 
another Chapei! The Japanese imperialists 
shall rule the world! Boom! The white race 
shall rule the world! Boom! Guns shall rule 
the world! Boom! Unless the workers pull 
down the War-makers—destroy their govern- 
ments—and turn their battleships into yachts 
to use on summer holidays.  
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The Great Army of Unemployed and Homeless “resting” for the Night, while the U. S. 
Government spends Hundreds of Millions of Dollars on building the largest navy in the 

History of the Country 

The Greatest Mother 
in The World 

By JOSEPH FUNNEL 

‘Are you interested in what happens to that. 
dollar you donate to the Red Cross every year? 
Are you convinced that it is the “best invest- 
ment” in charity for the average citizen, par- 
ticularly in these troubled times of economic 
depression and human suffering? Did you give 
your dollar to the Red Cross expecting most 
of it to be used in national emergency unem- 
ployment relief? Do you believe that the Red 
Gross deserves its benevolent title of The 
Greatest Mother in the World in the midst of 
the last four years of distress? 

Four million of our citizens believe this, to 
judge by annual Red Cross Roll Call figures. 
Congress, in designating the National Red 
Gross in 1982 to distribute 95 million bushels. 
of free wheat and half a million bales of free 
cotton to needy families, also shares this 
belief. 

But recont administration and expenditures 
of the Red Cross reveal a different story from 
the claims of its high officials and the trust 
reposed in it by mere laymen. It is less im- 
partial than a world mother should be as to 
the sources and degrees of misery that merit 
its relief. It has not proved itself sulficiently 
free of prejudice to distribute government do- 
nated commodities justly and equitably. Its 
overhead is high and often your membership 
dollar entirely misses the hungry man on the 
street, 

‘These may seem serious criticisms of a 
charitable organization whose offiers and 
committees include the President of the 
United States, Cabinet members, high Army. 
and Navy officers, and a Board of Incorpo- 
ators that reads like the Social Register. But 
by its very claims to be “The Servant of All 

Humanity,” the Red Cross lays itself open to 
severe scrutiny. 

A Cog in the Military Machine 
First of all let us examine the claims of the 

Red Cross as a “goodwill and international 
friendship” organization. Vice Chairman 
Emest P, Bicknell, at the 1982 national Red 
Cross convention in Washington, said: “The 
Red Cross societies are working toward the 
prevention of War . . . 12 million adult and 
18 million junior members all over the world 
are facing toward friendly relations, better 
understanding, and kindlier impulses.” The 
average peace-loving citizen reads this and 
believes 

Actually the Red Cross is closely allied to 
the military 

zation quasi-governmental 
terests in this country. It is an 

character 
Taws of the 

several States. It possesses a Congressional 
charter, has its funds audited by the War De- 
partment, its proceedings printed by the gov- 
ernment Printing Office, and employs active 
service Army and Navy officers in its admin- 
istration. It must believe pretty strongly in 
the inevitability of War and the efficacy of 
large armaments, for it stands ready, thanks 
to our dollars, with a special untouchable War 
reserve fund of four millions instituted in 
June 1931, to swing into high-powered service 
at the first hint of hostilities. ‘The smell of 
powder and shot hovers closely about this 
Angel of Merey. Not only was it born and has 
it donevits greatest work on the battlefield, but 
even today it carries on its peace-time activi 
ties with the help of several hundred thou- 
sand dollars invested in munition factories 

and armor-plate foundries. ‘Thus, when a 
bullet hits a soldier on the battlefield, the Red 
Cross receives not only a patient, but fre~ 
quently a dividend as well. These facts make 
‘one question the sincerity of the Red Cross as 
a promoter of world friendship. 

Where the Money Goes 
One half of the annual dollar you pay to 

the Roll Call goes, to your local Red Cross 
chapter, to be expended as it sees fit in ac~ 
cordance with the regulations of the national 
organization. A wealthy community will un- 
doubtedly have a correspondingly wealthy 
chapter which can interest itself in whatever 
form of Red Cross relief and welfare it may 
fancy. A poor community, which needs more 
money than a rich one, is apt to have a corre- 
spondingly poor chapter. In many such com- 
‘munities local Red Cross chapters have ceased 
to be a significant figure in relief operations, 
and local sufferers are dependent upon spe~ 
cially raised funds and the largesse of na- 
tional Red Cross headquarters in Washington. 

The other half dollar goes to the National 
Headquarters in Washington, housed in a 
sumptuous marble building which cost the Red 
Gross close to one million dollars in 1929. In 
the fiscal report rendered in June 1982, the 
national organization expended in round num- 
bers six and one-half millions in the preceding 
twelve months. ‘Twenty-two percent of this 
national Red Cross dollar (and of your half- 
dollar) went to pay the salaries of headquar- 
ters officials and workers, There were 790 of 
them in the last report, their pay ranging 
from “under $600” to $15,000 per year; forty- 
six of them receiving over $4,000 per annum 
in spite of depression cuts. 

Bight percent of this national Red Cross 
dollar went for the comfort and service and 
relief of enlisted soldiers and sailors and vet- 
erans. Three percent went to the League of 
Red Cross societies, which acts as “an inter- 
national clearing house for the vast interests 
which have grown up about the Red Cross 
movement.” Ten percent went to general 
overhead miscellaneous activities, ‘This in- 
cluded the auditing of the Red Cross accounts 

y the War Department, the upkeep of the 
million-dollar building in Washington, pub- 
icity for the Red Cross, for publishing several 
‘magazines, and for condueting the annual Roll 
Call. ‘Thirty-six percent went to drought re- 
lief. Eleven pereent went to straight disaster 
relief, to the sufferers from the floods in Mis- 

issippi and Louisiana, the tornadoes in Ala- 
bama and ‘Tennessee, the Idaho forest fires, 
New Mexico snow storms, and other catas- 
trophes. 

Only ten percent of the national Red Cross 
dollar went to relief for the sufferers from 
‘our economie depression. Ten cents of the 
headquarters dollar—five cents of the Roll 
Call dollar you contributed—went to the suf- 
ferer from what cannot be technically called 
an Act-of-God calamity—unemployment. Of 
the 3,600 Red Cross chapters only two-thirds 
have engaged in any form of unemployment 
relief and but one-third in emergency relief 
since 1929. 

“Economic” and “Natural” Hunger 
It was not until September 9, 1981, that the 

Red Gross took official note of the human  
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misery created by two years of economic de- 
pression. John Barton Payne, Chairman of the 
National Red Cross, on that date issued a let- 
ter to all chapters which said in part: 

“Consistent with ite the Red 
Cross has developed and adhered to the fol- 
lowing principles: (1) the Red Cross dis- 
tinguishes between distross resulting from 
‘natural’ and ‘economic! causes; (2) it does 
not duplicate the work of other agencies; 
(8) Chapters undertake general relief work 
where other agencies are inadequate and 
where the financial support for such work 
ts provided locally. Where there is suffering 
and want from any cause and the funda- 
‘mental loeal needs are not being met, chap- 
ters may participate in the community 
plans for meeting the need.” 
‘This letter was considered by the Red Cross 

as proving that full speed was being made in 
unemployment relief. But to others it seems 
as if the Red Cross, in serving humanity, was 
stopping to ask whether a person was hungry 
because his job had failed or because his prop- 
erty was destroyed by fire or flood. An empty 
stomach, however, has never “distinguished” 
between an “economic” or a “natural” cause, 

Despite this attitude the Red Cross on 
March 7, 1982, was designated as official gov- 
‘ernment distribution agency for the 95 million 
bushels of free wheat and the half million 
bales of free cotton appropriated by Congress 
for the needy. This wheat and cotton were spe- 
ified by Congress to go without charge or 
without service to all who needed it and who 
applied for it, In changing the wheat into 
flour and the cotton into cloth, the Red Cross 
acted speedily and efficiently. But in the actual 
hand-to-hand distribution of these commodities 
the results in many sections of the country 
hhave not been all that might be expected. 

A Weapon in the Class Struggle 

In this great distributing operation it must 
be remembered that the eventual handing out 
‘of food and cloth is done wholly by volunteer 
Red Cross workers recruited from among the 
leading citizens of a community. It is admit- 
ted by high Red Cross officials that these vol- 
unter workers reflect the prejudices of their 
‘community. 

Often the volunteer worker has a stake 
‘one of the forees that may make local relief 
necessary, say a strike in an isolated industrial 
‘community. It is asking a great deal, there- 
fore, to expect him to administer relief 100 
percent impartially. ‘Thi naturally, the 
basis for some of the criti 
Cross is a “tri For 
instance, striking mill workers have fre- 
quently had to become so insistent in their 
demands in some communities that the Na- 
tional Guard has been called to preserve law 
and order. With the wife or daughter of the 
mill owner enlisted in the local chapter, as 
frequently happens, it is easy to understand 
why the local Red Cross unit is not always in 
sympathy with the actions of the strikers and 
why relief is frequently discriminatory. 

The second section of Mr. Funnel’s article 
will appear in the July number of FIGHT.— 
Ea. 

MAY DAY 
in GERMANY 

By ANNA SCHULTZ 

The writer of this artiole is a German exile, 
now in this country, who was formerly seo- 
retary to Ernst Thaelmann, imprisoned Com- 
‘munist leader of Germany. Her husband, John 
Scheer, was recently murdered by the Nazis, 

Each year, as May Day approaches, I think 
of my first May Day experience, 

It was 1916. The War had been going on for 
two years, On the easter and western fronts 
millions of sons and fathers had died the 
“death of heroes”; at home girls and women 
were working day and night making death- 
bringing cannon and poison gas, 

Bread became poorer in quality and searcer. 
‘There was no more laughter and joy. The hair 
of many mothers became snow-white with care 
and grief over their fallen sons, thei 
husbands, and the hunger of their children at 
home. Whenever one visited friends, one was 
sure to learn of the death or wounding of some 
loved one. 

‘wounded 

I Was a Munition Worker 

In the machine factory where I worked, 
tanks were built and grenades turned. At the 
beginning of the War women workers enthu- 
siastically sang Triumphantly We Will Con- 
quer France, and other War songs. Then it 
was songs of pain and sorrow, full of sad 
yearning for a loved one, for bread, for peace. 

More ‘and more the question was discussed: 
How much longer? How can this murderous 
War be put an end to? 

We did not yet know how. We were still so 
young and inexperienced, 

In my department there were 250 women 
workers. There were 14-year-old children and 
none older than twenty-five. The women's 
service law forced us to turn out grenades just 
as our brothers and sweethearts were being 
foreed to murder. 

On the night of April 80-May 1, I worked on 
the night shift. During the rest period at mid- 
night a former schoolmate of mine came up 
to me and asked whether I wanted to come 
along to a small meeting. Tomorrow, he 
said, welll show all of you how this War ean 
be choked off. This schoolmate was none other 
than Eugen Schoenhaar—he who, last Feb- 
muary, was murdered, together with my hus- 
band, by the Nazis. At that time he was in 
the Socialist Youth movement, 

Illegal Activity 

I went along, and a group of nine young 
workers asked me if I would help paste up 

Mussolini, in Fascist Military uniform, 
delivers an address at the Piazza Venezia 

in Rome 

little stickers, wherever I could secretly do so. 
The stickers read: 

Karl Liebknecht Calls: 
War Against War 
Strike—Mass Strike— 
Will bring us Bread and Peace. 

‘My schoolmate, Eugen, encouraged me and 
so T agreed. 

Up to then I knew nothing of the Socialist 
Youth movement. Now, however, I became a 
member of the oppositional Young Socialist 
group in my factory. And when its leader, 
‘Bugen Schoenhaar, asked us to swear never to 
betray it and to dedicate our lives to the 
service of peace and socialism, we raised our 
hands—seven lads and two girls—as we en- 
thusiastically gave our oath. 

‘That was the first May Day of my life! 
And Now 

‘And today in the year 1924 a new imperialist 
World War threatens us. And for this reason, 
we women and girls of all classes must unite 
in common struggle. 

‘And when the World Committee Against 
War and Fascism calls upon us to elect dele- 
gates to the Women’s International Anti-War 
Congress in Paris on July 28, then remember 

Our united hands ean strike down our com- 
mon enemy. 

e@ 
“There is no menace greater today than the 

Red leadership . . . unless this administration, 
at a crisis, will furnish to the mobilized unem- 
ployed a leadership of discipline and patriot- 
ism... . Turn the mobilized unemployed over 
to the training of the army, and of every 
competent group of active and reserve offleers 
which can be summoned for the task.”— 
Richard Washburn Child, U. S. Ambassador to 
Italy under two Administrations.  
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Munitions — Racket or Capitalism? 

The rapidly lengthening list of books deal- 
ing with the munitions traffic is not something 
to protest against, but rather it is something 
‘one should applaud.! Nevertheless it will only 
confound confusion not to make it plain that 
a good deal of the writing on this topic is 
‘only properly described as muck raking and 
has all the limitations of that kind of work. 
If proper use is to be made of the data these 
investigations and propagandists are turning 
up, it will have to be placed in perspective 
and related to the larger whole of which it is 
but a part. Of all the books which have thus 
far appeared only that by Engelbrecht and 
Hanighen is really at all sound on the side of 
interpretation. Mr. George Seldes’ book is cer- 
tainly the weakest in this respect even though 
at the same time it is also the most sensa- 
tional. 

Contributing Factor Only 

For after all the munitions traffic is a con- 
sequence of economic competition and not a 
cause of War, Those who engage in it can 
accentuate, exacerbate, and bring to the stick- 
ing point trends in society which result in 
armed conflict, but they cannot create them out 
of the original void. At the very best an in- 
formed student of War can only designate the 
‘munitions traffic and its directors as eontribut- 
ing factors in the creation of War. It is there- 
fore accurately but a peripheral problem, and 
writers like Mr, Seldes are throwing dust in 
the eyes of the publie when they write, as Mr. 
Seldes does, that if we could control the manu- 
facture of munitions, especially the manufac- 
ture of them for profit, we would very nearly 
eliminate War. This is a prescription by a 
dealer in social patent medicines which relieve 
but never cure. 

It is good and useful, nevertheless, to know 
that the munitions makers sell to both sides 
and especially to know when and where they 
actually did so. It is important to rub it into 
the public mind that in Wars the soldiers of a 
nation have frequently been Killed by muni- 
tions manufactured by the munitions makers 
of their own nation. It is a valuable service 
to make clear by rehearsing the concrete evi- 
dence that the great industrialists of all na- 
tions traded with the enemy during the great- 
‘est capitalist War in history. It will help to 
destroy the prestige of reactionary publicists 
and newspapers to make it clear that their 
opinions derive in a vulgarly deterministi 
fashion from the munitions interests which 
employ them to assassinate all efforts to pro- 
‘mote what measure of peace is possible in the 

1. War for Profts, by Otto Lekmann-Russbult “kita. ‘The Secret Intemational Anon. Union of Democratic ‘control. ek 
Patrictom, Lid. Anon. Union of Democratic Contr ‘as 
““Hanighen. Dodd, Mead, 1954.0 0 x Irom, Blood and Profits, by George Seldes. Harper & ‘Broa Gost 

Anda mounting tide of magasine articles in Sorbners, Sierpera Fortune, The’ New Republi cafe. 

Author of “Why We Fought, 
By C. HARTLEY GRATTAN 

present world, It is well to have it brought 
home that it is not patriotism but profit which 
makes the wheels go round in organizations 
like the Navy League, On these services one 
should east no aspersions. 

But what have we here other than one of 
the smelly and disgusting boils which prove 
that the body of capitalism is diseased from 
crown to toe? In probing it we come upon a 
particularly neat example of capitalism in 
operation, and it is only obtuseness or fear 
that prevents it being said that what is true 
of the munitions industry is also true of other 
industries, subject only to the variant permu- 
tations and combinations of which rottenness 
is capable. 

In Search for Markets 

Let no one really interested in destroying 
War be boggled by this wave of revelations 
about the munitions industry. This material 
fs useful only to fling in the face of adamant 
doubters. Once they have digested what the 
writers have dared to say, press firmly on to 
the main point in the discussion, the nature of 
the social forces which make it possible for 
these ghouls to thrive, For what is rushing 
the world headlong toward War today is not 
munitions makers, but the business interests 
in general who are forced to strive as never 
before for areas outside their own nations in 
which to get raw materials and in which to 
dispose of their “surplus” products. With the 
newspapers full of dispatches about trade 
‘Wars, it is imbecile to think that putting the 

“Bitter Biorce,” ete. 

munitions makers under control will prevent 
the great Wars which are imminent. Great 
Britain and Japan are so openly at one an- 
other’s throats that their shoutings make the 
hheadlines of the most conservative papers. 
Obseurely on the inside pages are little items 
betraying the agitation of the American gov- 
‘ernment over the penetration of South Amer- 
ica by the Japanese, and it is only by adopting 
fa capitalistic variant of the theory of the 
lesser evil that the agitation is not also caused 
by the success of Great Britain in the same 
field, ‘The multiplication of incidents can be- 
come pretty pointless, but two more may be 
cited: the juggling with quotas in the Franco- 
‘American trade; and the demand of Hitler for 
Germany's share of the trade of the Danubean. 
countries which Mussolini is trying to segre- 
gate for his own prestige and profit. It is 
in these issues that the seeds of War are to 
be found as is proved when we consider how 
easily the drive for raw materials and markets 
‘was translated into actual War by the Japan- 
ese in Manchukuo, 

‘The munitions industry is, therefore, not a 
rootless racket but is rather capitalism in a 
peculiarly obnoxious form, The roots of the 
‘munitions traffic are to be found in these con 
flicts, antagonisms, rivalries, call them what 
you will, which are ordinarily kept out of 
public sight but which in a decaying world like 
ours come right out in the open. It will ac~ 
complish very little indeed to “control” the 
munitions business without attacking the fun- 

(Continued om page twelve) 

The Imperialist 
Nations, in the name of 
Patriotism, Feeding 

Your Children to 
Their Guns 

From a Painting by 
Warren Wheelock  



IN ACCENTS of DEATH! 
With the approach of April, Alvin Norton 

‘commenced to grow moody and introspective. 
He was president of "24 at Saint Stanislaus 
High School on the south side of Chicago, and 
soon he would be graduated, and all the fun 
and good times of high school life would be 
gone. Since his father could not afford to send 
him to college, he would have to work, al- 
though, later on, he hoped that he would be 
able to earn his way through college, only it 
would have to be a Catholic university. At 
the end of each day he would moodily reflect 
that he had one day less of all that glory of 
going to Saint Stanislaus, one day less before 
he had to go out into the world and struggle 
and earn his way. 

Often, also, he would remember how, when 
he had been only a freshman in short pants, 
and kids with whom he had gone to grammar 
school would tell him about their high schools, 
and make him ashamed of Saint Stanislaus, 
because it had no gymnasium, and it did not 
win as many championships in the Catholic 
high school league as some schools did. And 
he would reflect an what Saint Stanislaus had 
given him—school spirit. He knew that there 
was not a school in the country better than 
his Saint Stanislaus. He was proud of his 
school, proud that he was to graduate as pres- 
ident of the senior class, proud that he would 
be an alumnus of good old S. 8. And all year, 
he had been constantly reminded that he was 
leaving it, leaving it when he hated to, when 
he wanted to stay on, and continue all his fun 
and education. For there was a new spirit at 
school. The long-dreamed-of new building was 

ising rapidly across the street from the 
oblong grey box of a four-story building that 
now served all the needs of the school. Next 
year, the students would move across the 
street into one of the most modern high schools 
in the country, a six hundred thousand dollar 
building, with a capacity for one thousand 
students, a large gymnasium and auditorium, 
a swimming pool, and adequate facilities for 
larger classes and for chemistry and physics 
experiments. Next year, too, there would be 
student self-government, and a cafeteria, and 
various things that had not yet been inau- 
gurated. He sensed how he would miss all 
that, and the additional pride in his school 
was constantly intertwined with a nostalgia 
for what he would not have. All year, things 
had hummed. There had been more suecessful 
athletic teams, more activity in the Literary 
and Debating Society of which he was a mem- 
ber, And there had been a steady pressure 
placed upon all students to do their share to 
work to the utmost to bring in every added 
penny which they could to enlarge the building 
fund for the new school. And Alvin had. He 
had been the collector in his class, and he had 
dunned and persuaded, and insisted that every 
student contribute more and more to the build- 
ing fund, and his class had gone way over the 
top, almost doubling its quota. There had been 
plenty of activities and excitement besides the 
regular course of studies, and the school had 
been given considerable publicity in the local 
papers. It even had a press agent, a member 
of the class of 1919, and all its dances, the 

breaking of ground for the new high school, 
the building of a new grammar school, all 
these had been in the papers. More and more, 
Alvin grew proud of his school and hated to 
be leaving it. 

He felt, though, that his senior year showed 
a real measure of accomplishment. He had 
thrown himself into all activities the way a 
real S. S. student should. He had not missed 
an athletic contest, and not refrained from 
cheering his teams on to victory and the honor 
and glory of S. 8. And when a local Catholic 
weekly newspaper had turned over a page on 
cone issue to be edited and written by the stu- 
dents of Saint Stanislaus, Father Geraghty 
had included one of Alvin’s compositions, an 
essay on Law and Order, which Father 
Geraghty had marked one hundred. He had 
written in it of the Bolshevists and sob sisters 
who decried the use of poison gas in War, and 
had told how the Chemical Warfare Serv- 
fce of the Army had proven that the use of 
gases was not as deleterious as the weak- 
minded sob-sisters declared in their un-Amer- 
can propaganda. He had read an article in 
a popular magazine, based on information re- 
leased by the Chemical Warfare Service, and 
he had quoted it and shown that the Bolshe- 
vists and sob-sisters were wrong. He had 
shown, too, that the use of these gases to 
prevent mob violence only eaused sneezing and 
tears, and that those propagandists who were 
anti-chemical warfare were really encourag- 
ing mobs to disturb law, order, and the peace- 
ful progress of industry. Father Geraghty had 
praised him highly, and when his father and 
mother had seen his composition printed in a 
Catholic newspaper, they had been very proud, 

His fecling that the year had been such 
success made it all the harder to face the 

fact that he had only two more months of 
high school. He would think, too, of how then, 
all that would be left of his career at Saint 
Stanislaus would be memories, and the prin- 
ciples that he had been taught by the priests, 
He would resolve never to forsake these prin- 
ciples, never to dishonor the name of his alma 
mater, always to work and struggle in the 
world so that he would be a pride of his school, 
He would think how lucky he was to have been 
sent there, to have been favored with the best 
education that a Catholic boy could receive in 
any high school in the city, because he knew 
that his S. 8. was the best. ‘This realization 
always heartened him, because he would at 
least be going out to earn his right and his 
way and his bread in the world, prepared, pre- 
pared with knowledge, with the principles of 
Americanism, and with a Love of God and 
knowledge of the principles of Holy Mother 
Chureh, 

2 

On a morning in March, Alvin sat in the 
classroom, gazing out the window at the blue 
sky, and the warm and sunny day. A lassitude 
flowed through his body, and as Father Henry 
asked questions based on the chemistry text 
book, Alvin allowed his thoughts to wander, 
and he thought of past and future, of his 
school, of himself, of what he might do, how 

great a success he would become, a lawyer, 
a senator, or a rich business man and prom- 
inent Catholic layman. And he thought of the 
boys around him who would, like himself, go 
out from here to face life. He wondered 
what they would become, how many of them 
would be suecesses, who amongst them would 
be the richest, who the most famous. He felt 
warm and friendly towards every one of his 
classmates. He wished them all well, although 
there were many he envied, boys whose fa- 
thers were richer than his, who would go to 

‘School Boys learning to fire a sie-poud 
National Gua 

college, some even to Notre Dame University, 
boys who were football and basket ball stars, 
and had already been given offers for free 
tuition at various colleges and universities. He 
would not have what they had, but he would 
go out prepared to fight for it, 

‘There was a knock on the door. Father 
Henry opened it, and a shudder passed through 
the students. They saw Father Robert N 
Geraghty, Prefect of Discipline, and they 
trembled lest he would call one out to punish 
him. Seeing him so unexpectedly at the door, 
clothed in the brown habit of his order, his 
freckled, broad, bull-dog face set in its char- 
‘acteristically stern expression, each of them 
feared, almost trembled. Alvin was called. A 
lump seemed to come into his throat. He tried 
to think of what he might have done to cause 
his being disciplined. He walked slowly out 
and faced Father Robert in the long shadowed 
corridor. Father Robert smiled, and Alvin 
felt relieved. He observed a folded slip of 
paper in the priest's hand. 

“Alvin, you've seen the newspaper accounts 
lately of the wave of pacifistic sentiment 
sweeping through the student bodies of some 
American non-sectarian universities, and of 
the meeting which occurred the other day on  
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the eampus at Evanston, where the American 
flag was insulted?” 

Remembering headlines and unread ac- 
counts, Alvin nodded, because he didn't want 
Father Robert to think that he did not keep 
completely abreast of current events 

“Well, Alvin, we've decided that the Catho- 
lie schools should speak out against this un- 
American sentiment, and this afternoon we're 
going to have a pep meeting to denounce such 
un-American tactics. Since you are president 
of the senior class...” 

ider Cannon under Instruction of 
id officors 

‘There was a catch in Alvin's throat, and he 
was uncomfortable lest he would have to 
address the demonstration: 

“... I think that the duty of presenting 
resolutions devolves upon you. Hence, at this 
[demonstration, you are to read these resolu- 
tions. Read them slowly, and enunciate every 
jword clearly. ‘There are going to be newspaper 
reporters and camera men present, and you 
‘wouldn't want them to hear you slurring your 
pronunciations?” 

“No, father,” said Alvin, smiling, 
“1 believe that Saint Stanislaus will be one 

of the first schools in the country to denounce 
un-American pacifistic sentiments, and we'll 
be able to refute the lie so often made that 
[Catholic schools are un-American,” 

“Yes, father,” Alvin said. 
Father Robert suddenly broke into one of 

those rare good-natured smiles of his, 
“I suppose you are wondering if you'll get 

fa half-holiday?” 
“Well, father...” 
“That's to be wondered about. You'll find 

lout in due time,” Father Robert said. 
When Alvin returned, Father Henry cut 

short the question period, relieving those who 

had not prepared their lessons. He gave them 
a brief talk on the glorious contributions Cath- 
lies had made to America, of the manner in 
which Catholics had always willingly borne 
arms, and laid down their lives for their coun- 
try, its prinefples and its constitution. 

s 

‘The four hundred odd students of Saint 
Stanislaus were gathered in the yard, happy 
and boisterous with the prospect of a half- 
holiday, of release from their classrooms, and 
of the opportunity which they would have to 
shout at the top of their lusty voices, Boys 
from twelve and thirteen, to seventeen, eight- 
en, and nineteen, they were massed in the 
rectangular brick-paved yard behind the 

hool. Those in the front row center held a 
large American flag before them, and removed 
from the students was a small group of 
brown-frocked priests, and newspaper men. 
Alvin stood in the front rank of the students, 
near the flag, waiting until he would read the 
resolutions. He was nervous and jerky, hop- 
ing that he would make no blunders. He re- 
peatedly determined to remain calm, and to 
read the resolutions clearly, slowly, loudly, 
firm 

Father Robert stepped forward, and raised 
his right arm for quiet. Instantly there was 
quiet amongst the students. They knew what 
‘would happen if they attempted any monkey 
stuff now in the presence of the newspaper 
men, and on such a serious occasion 

Father Robert spoke briefly, in a slow, clear- 
voiced, poised delivery. He explained that the 
Purpose of the meeting was that of demon- 
strating to the public at large that the Cath- 
olic schools, of which Saint Stanislaus was a 
good representative, were not harboring or 
teaching un-American principles. To the con- 
trary they would strike out in an unequivocal 
denunciation of all disloyalties to American 
institutions. He explained to them that the 
principles of Americanism, written into the 
constitution, were precious principles of ib- 
‘erty, justice, freedom of conscience. All who 
deserved the name of American should hold 
‘these principles dear, should hold them next in 
their hearts to the principles of their religion. 
And it was an honor to everyone connected 
with Saint Stanislaus, faculty and students 
alike, to be the first Catholic school in Amer- 
fea to affirm these principles at a time when 
they were threatened by a wave of pacifistic 
sentiment. He concluded with the words: 

“Tt is a fundamental tenet of Americanism 
that love of your country should stand en- 
shrined in your minds and your hearts next 
to the love of your God. In our Catholic 
schools, this is a teaching that has always been 
honored, and haloed in tradition, even though 
there have been those who, through ignorance 
and bigotry, have called Catholic institutions 
and Catholic education un-American, The 
willingness to serve your country in a time of 
tress and need, and to bear arms in its de- 

fense, is a duty which no American citizen, or 
future American citizen, can ignore; it is, 
further, a duty which no true American would 
think of ignoring. Americans must be pre- 
pared to serve their country, just as Catholics 
‘must be prepared to serve their God and His 
Church.” 

Prolonged cheering grested his words, and 
he stood smiling upon his students during their 

five-minute access of shouting. Then, Father 
Dennis, a husky bucolic priest, who spoke with 
a. nasal twang, addressed the students, His 
talk was longer and less organized than that 
of Father Robert, and he ranted about Bol- 
shevists, sob-sisters, and other weak-kneed 
pacifists who having, not full-fledged ideas, 
but just notions, strove to weaken American 
institutions and overthrow the government. 
He said that their ideas had been spread, like 
a contagious disease, through non-sectarian 
colleges and universities, and that, undis- 
guised, they were Bolshevistic ideas, and that, 
unless they were checked, America would be 
reduced to the chaos, anarchy, aand terror of 
Russia. Pacifism was threatening the prin- 
ciples of Democracy, those principles which 
were the true religion of God, and for which 
Catholic Americans, yes and even alumni of 
Saint Stanislaus, had fought and bled and suf- 
fered on the fields of France. Before he 
finished, there was shuffling of fect, but at his 
final words there were more lusty cheers. 

‘Then Alvin stepped forward, and, with 
shaking hands, slowly read the resolutions: 

“We, the student body of Saint Stanislaus, 
unanimously condemn the unpatriotic move- 
ment now sweeping through institutions of 
learning throughout the nation, and we con- 
demn all those particular students who have 
subseribed to pledges of disloyalty in time of 
War. 
“We further condemn and denounce all 

those who insulted the flag at a recent un- 
patriotic demonstration in Evanston. 

“And in addition, we hereby affirm, upon our 
solemn honor, to meet the call to defend the 
flag and our country, wherever and whenever 
we are needed.” 

The resolutions were greeted with cheers. 
Pictures of the group were taken, the “Star 
Spangled Banner” was sung, and the demon- 
stration closed with a short prayer asking that 
the grace of God shine down on America, and 
the democratic institutions upon which this 
great nation of liberty and justice was 
founded, 

Father Robert announced that there would 
be no more school that day, and there was 
still another outburst. 

Alvin left the grounds with a group of his 
classmates, and they were giving three cheers 
for the pacifists because, if there were no 
pacifists, they would not have a holiday, Alvin 
‘was moody. He remembered the words of the 
priest, and he thought romantically of fight- 
ing for his country, defending it against a 
foreign invader, the Japanese or the Bolshe- 
vists or the English. He thought of dying for 
his country, and it caused a quiver and sudden 
terror, and he did not like to think of himself 
shot to death on the battlefield, even though 
it was a glorious death in defense of the stars 
and stripes. But all soldiers did not die, and, 
in case of War, he might not, and Patrick 
Henry had sai 

“Give me liberty or give me death!” 
‘The next day, both of the morning papers 

carried pictures and first page accounts of the 
demonstration. One of the accounts men- 
tioned Alvin’s name and the resolutions, 

Alvin cut the pictures and reports of the 
papers and pasted them in his serap book. He 
had one more memory, one more enforcement 
of principles, one more teaching, one more les- 
son from his high school to carry out with him 
into the world where he would earn his bread.  
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BIRTHRIGHT 
By FRANCES H. RARIG 

FIGHT asked a typical, middle class woman 
on the Pacific Coast to write on “how a 
‘mother looks upon the world today.” We 
believe the article we are publishing here to 
be a human document, throwing Ught upon 
the plight of millions of American people 
who are being swiftly and steadily thrown 
into the ranks of the unemployed and—a new 
generation growing up without jobs and with- 
out hope—the great deelassed.—EDITOR. 

“Worth, courage, honor, these indeed 
Your sustenance and birthright are.” 

—SrepMan. 

As the mother of four young people, in age 
from eighteen to twenty-six, I have known 
such fear, shock, unbelief, and final indigna- 
tion as have appalled millions of mothers who 
have lived through the last five years. At first 
I thought our family experiences were peculiar, 
different from other people's; now I know that 
in varying degrees our experience is that of 
the parents of the world. 

On my husband's steady, moderate salary 
our children came through the measles and 
whooping-cough stage and started upon higher 
education and the search for an open door. 
We taught them that if they were honest, 
kind, and thrifty they could, with our help and 
barring accidents, gain satisfying education, 
creative development, enlarging friendships, 
comfortable homes—life, They were not 
taught to seck SUCCESS, in capitals, they 
were taught that they must live fully and 
work honestly, and that they might expect 
opportunities to grow and develop. 

And Then Came the Crisis 

I will speak of our four young people with 
the masculine pronoun, though both sexes are 
represented. The first took two years of a 
general course in the university, two years in 
law school, then got a job and married. That 
was in 1981. In 1982, the month that his 
child was born, he lost his job because his 
company was reducing its force. Either he or 
a man that had been with them nearly twenty 
years must go. The company would have kept 
hhim since he was young and promised longer 
service, but because of his youthful confidence 
and because his sympathy for the older man 
was touched, he left. 

Then followed a distressing, useless search 
for work. He tried bill collecting, but after 
a few weeks of interviewing miserably dis- 
heartened people, he revolted utterly. But why 
go on? Months of grasping at straws, of mov- 
ing about, of borrowing money to pay bills, of 
seizing upon a day’s work of any kind, of try- 
ing to keep the little family together, There 
is agony in not being able to pay for food 
eaten. Why should he trust in thrift and 
honesty? 

Under the N.R.A. 
‘The second child also started the university 

and left to take a job. But the period of de- 
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pression was now well along, and pay first be- 
came irregular and then stopped altogether. 
‘There followed a year and a half with only 
six weeks of paying work. Then last fall, 
under N.R. A. a job materialized. How happy 
he was! The firm displayed the Blue Eagle, 
and still does. But there is something droopy 
about the Eagle's wings. The boy’s job is piece 
work, but the weekly check is very small. 
‘There is always a reason. Something is wrong, 
something must be done over. And the boy 
dares not object—there are others that would 
like the job. “Anyway,” he says, “they really 
can’t afford to pay me any more; what with 
work sold for which they can’t collect, they 
are just as bad off as I am.” But his pay is 
‘only about enough to dress him and pay for 
carfare and lunches. If he didn’t have his liv- 
ing at home, what would become of him? And 
what incentive is there to honesty, or growth? 

‘The third child was very young when he 
entered the university, but he had a line of 
his own by which he could earn. Up to his 
third year everything went merrily. He saved 
money, and he paid his fifty dollars and joined 
a union. But the fourth year was utterly dif- 
ferent. Union jobs were scarce and they were 
given to older men, men with hungry families. 
He began to take jobs on the outside, always 
fearful lest he be found out and fired. I sus- 
pect a kindly lenfency toward boys helping 
themselves through college for never once was 
he called to task, but the moral effect was bad. 
Why be honest with the union if you can earn 
a few needed dollars by keeping still? 

The fourth child is graduating from high 
school. What shall we do with him? Educate 
him for the professions? ‘Teachers are hungry 
and lawyers are cold. Find him a job? That 
is laughable. Our own salary has been 
first, six percent, then eleven percent, then 
seventeen percent; now it has been restored 
ten percent for a few months because of city 
elections. Car insurance went first, then life 

A Way Out? 
Is there nothing we can do? Oh yes, if 

there’s a War the boys can all go and the girl 
can be a nurse. The government will feed 

them all till the boys are killed or crippled 
and the girl has seen unforgettable suffering 
and degradation. 

Is that all? No! We need, by courage, to 
install a new and equitable system of distri- 
bution. ‘Then can we still give all young people 
their birthright—work, honesty, life. 

(Continued from page nine) 
damentals, For if the fundamentals remain 
with the munitions business “controlled, 
will still be an imminent possibility. 

Peace Time Industries 

It is insufficiently realized how quickly peace 
time industries can be converted to the manu- 
facture of munitions. Sugar refining and 
rayon manufacture are but little removed 
from the production of poison gas; nitrate 
production can be for fertilizer and peaceful 
agriculture or for War purposes; cotton can 
be traded in for textiles or for gun powder; 
and so on along the list. As long as knowledge 
of the technique of translating useful com- 
modities for peace time life into the basic nec- 
essities of modern War remains in the world, 
so long will “efficient” War remain possible. 

Fight Capitalism 

If therefore we really aim to eliminate War 
we will strike at those forces which in their 
ultimate expression make such a translation 
‘necessary” rather than concentrating our at 

tention on the scandalous goings-on of those 
who at present profit by the traffic in muni 
tions, They are capitalists who thrive on the 
ultimate form of economic competition; they 
fare capitalists and not men standing apart 
from and in opposition to capitalism; and to 

aid but little to the 
sum total of the jobs waiting to be done. 
destroy them alone  
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THE VETERANS OF ’76 
On the morning of August 29, 1786, fifteen 

hundred Yankee farmers stood before the 
Court House in Northampton, Massachusetts. 
Each farmer carried a musket, muskets which 
only a few years before had been doing duty 
against British red-coats. 

Now those muskets were being presented as 
a petition “that the Court may not sit.” ‘The 
Judges approached, observed the “petition” — 
‘and adjourned, For each of the fifteen hundred 
mmusket-bearers wore the same symbol, an 
‘evergreen sprig in his hat, an amazing sym- 
bol of mass revolt. 

Rebellion—three short years after the col- 
onies had won their independence—had broken 
ont! 

In time this farmers’ movement came to be 
‘mown as Shays Rebellion, Daniel Shays 
was only one of many leaders, but as farmer, 
‘Yankeo, Christian, and veteran (he had been 
a captain) of the Revolutionary War, he was 
typical of the movement. 

‘Why were such men, formerly loyal patriots, 
rebels? 

How Veterans Are Rewarded 

Revolutionary veterans, returning to their 
homes, had brought back plenty of pay. Knap- 
sacks full, in fact—but full of paper money 
which neither merchant nor mortgage holder 
nor tax collector would honor. Hard money . 
had “disappeared”; it was to be found only in 
the hands of the wealthy War-profiteers in 
the seaport towns, many of whom were ship- 
ping it out of the country in payment for 
goods purchased in Europe. Farmers, loaded 
with the debts of the Iong War years, could 
find no market for their crops. Taxes, as a 
result of the War, were enormously increased. 

Foreclosures came thick and fast—and the 
heroes of "76 and 77, of "78 and "79, of ’80 
and '81, of ’82 and '88, began to find them- 
selves homeless as a reward for their long 

The Rank-and-File Commit. 
tee of the Bonus Army pre- 
senting their demands at the 
White House for Immediate 
Relief of the Unemployed 

Veterans 
Front (Left to Right) J. 
Beatty, Brooklyn, N. ¥., 
Harold Hickerson, Chairman, 
New York City, and H. B. 
Mullend, Washington, D. ©. 
Rear (Left to Right) Wit- 
tam Hinkelman, Wheeling, 
W. Va., Osear Matlock, New 
Orleans, La., and George 

Alman, New York 

By W. S. RICHARDS 

fight for freedom. Debtor jails were jammed 
fall; and the inmates of these unbelievably 
vile holes were the patriots who had licked 
the King. The first of the nation’s great de- 
pressions had appeared. 

Meanwhile the wealthy in the towns rioted 
in luxury, For lawyers sprang up on every 
side and courts worked overtime, that the 
farmer-veterans’ farms might now become the 
squires’ estates. 

Slowly the farmers learned an old lesson. 
It had been a “rich man’s war and a poor 
man’s fight.” 

Veterans Driven to Migration 

Having learned their lesson, the farmers 
went into action. 

‘A week after the affair at Northampton the 
Judges came to hold court at Worcester, 
the next county seat to the east, Again the 
wearers of the evergreen sprigs were the 
‘masters, and the court adjourned without fore- 
closing a single mortgage. 

Clear across the state, week after week, the 
Judges met the same reception. At first the 
militia were called out and marched to the 
‘court houses to drive away the farmers—with 
the result that at the last moment each militia 
‘company about faced and added their bayonets 
to those which pointed judge-ward. Calling 
out the militia suddenly ceased. 

Just as suddenly another change occurred. 
“ard money” reappeared, but not among the 
farmers. Instead it found its way into the 
hands of special troops, provisioned and 
equipped and paid by the Boston aristocracy. 

Before these hirelings, Shays’ band, al- 
though supported by the large majority of 
citizens, melted away. Why fight to the last 
ditch when the wilderness, ready for conquest, 
lay Jess than a hundred miles away, when 
Vermont meant “free land,” when all west of 
Schenectady was virgin forest? 

By foot, by wagon, family upon family 
crossed the line, leaving depression and debts 
and punishment behind. The great Westward 
Migration, a grim flight from depression 
rather than a romantic adventure, was under 
way. 

Refuse to Fight a Rich Man’s War 

‘New lands breed optimism; the veterans of 
the Revolution soon forgot their lesson. 

But again veterans have learned that there 
is no profit in fighting a rich man’s War, that 
the “rewards” for service in capitalist armies 
are the agonies of depression. Hoover at Ana- 
ostia and Roosevelt with his bonus cuts, farm 
foreclosures, and crop limitations are merely 
acting according to the “best” American ruling, 
lass traditions. 

‘When noxt the imperialist call comes we can 
afford to look after our own farms first before 
we start out to make Manchuria or any other 
part of the globe safe for American investors 

ET 

(Continued from page four) 
shoes, and stockings off. Yeh, they give us a 
dollar a day and $20 fiat wages a month. They 
sent us outsiders to round up the farmers. 
But the Le Mars guardsmen they had only for 
guard duty.” 

Some of the guards said the farmers was 
right, but they should have used other tactics. 
One lieutenant was sentenced to 5 years be- 
cause he refused duty. A top sergeant got 5 
years penitentiary for another blamed thing. 
‘And 12 privates got 90 days in the Sioux City 
jail after being courtmartialed 

Can he swear to all this? 
“That's what the other guards was saying.” 
Sure, the guards had no business there. 

He's in sympathy with the farmers. The farm- 
ers got to live like everybody else. But he 
likes being a guardsman. He joined the na- 
tional guards because of the excitement. He's 
preparing a transfer to the regular army. You 
don't have to worry about a job then. He likes 
the drilling and practice handling rifles, bayo- 
nets, hand grenades, rifle grenades. 

‘The young organizer with us is taking notes. 
His job is to help fight the forces which turn 
a young worker into a drugstore cowboy, a 
cake eater, a ramrod against the brothers of 
his own class, And go the young organizer 
‘asks doesn’t he see what side he’s lining up 
with, and how he's being used till his body is 
a mere shell by the bankers, insurance com- 
panies, milk trusts? 

‘The guardsman says curtly, “If 1 wasn’t 
there, someone else'd be in my boots.” 

But—. 
“and 

sent us.” 
‘We look up at the picture of “our President” 

our President and your Governor  
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with the nails like the droppings of horse- 
flies. We get up. 

‘The anxious little mother waits at the door. 
She begs us once more not to use his name. 

2. THE JAIL 
On the Le Mars courthouse lawn is the tree 

where the farmers were going to hang the in- 
surance company lawyer. A stone's throw 
from it, the jail and the sheriff's residence. 

A chunky man in overalls humps out of the 
jail cellar. He picks his teeth with a match- 
stick. He's Farmer Popkin, still in jail 
although all the other farmers are out on 
appeal bonds. Still in jail although he walks 
around and does what he damned pleases. 

Popkin says doggedly, “They sentenced me. 
I'm going to serve’ 

How will this staying in jail help him? 
“They give me 6 months. I'm serving 6 

months.” 
His small eyes glare from under the broken 

peak of his eap. 
Was he in the Bradley fracas? 
He grunts, “Didn't hang Judge Bradley. 

He'd been dead then.” 
He mutters, “On farm 16 years. Raised 

corn and oats. Was sold out. Worked another 
farm. Had a car. Was forced off the farm. 
Car was sold by the sheriff's men.” 

‘The jail is connected with the sheriff's 
house. It is actually the backend of it. In 
front of the house there are trees and grass. 
Behind'the jail is the garage where the sheriff 
keeps his 2 cars. 

“Got 4 more months to serve.” 
What will he do when his term expires? 
He hunches up his shoulders. 
We inspect the jail. The first block of cells 

is for women. The cells are larger, white- 
washed; there is even a bathtub. ‘The next 
room is for men prisoners. At the end of the 
corridor is the toilet: a toilet seat with rusty 
bowl in full view of everybody. Mattresses 
and pillows are yellow-stained. Feathers com- 
ing out as from dead hens. Bars blood-red, 
Each cell an iron crate, the walls of which 
you can touch with both hands if you stand 
in the center, a sort of panopticon with the 
eyes of the whole world filtering down upon 

On the bars a sign: HOLD UP! Then an 
explanation by the company which manufac- 
tures cells that this is the square cell system, 
‘This company manufactures cell work of three 
classes. ‘The first class is the complete steel 
clad or stecl plate job with all the late 
provements. The third class is a common job 
with lever locks. If a prisoner eseapes from 
the first job, the company will hold itself re- 
sponsible. But the ‘company advises the 
guards not to baby prisoners at any cost, 
“You can't trust them, If you do, you're giv- 
{ing them a chance to escape.” 

Popkin shows us where some prisoners had 
broken out. New bricks have been put in, the 
wall painted over. ‘The jail was condemned 
years ago. 

Popkin picks his teeth, with the bloody 
matchstick. Sitting on the chair against the 
jail wall, he grunts, “Grub ain't so bad.’ 

It can’t be merely getting even with his 
Jailers that keeps him here. It ean't be merely 
the doggedness of let the township which skin- 
ned him feed him. It’s here that a fellow’s got 
a place to sleep and eat even if it’s only a 
couple of months. 

The sheriff's wife backs one of the ears duit 
of the garage, Sucking his matchstick, Popkin 
watches her, 

From the Kilpinger Washington Letter, eit- 
culated privately to business executives: 

“Answers to current questions asked by cli- 
ents in all parts of the country . 

“Profits: Ts there a clique in the government 
intent to abolishing the profit system? No.. 

“Are these men communists? No... 
Are they fascists? They don't think they 

are. They don’t think in terms of foreign 
“isms” of Mussolini, Hitler or Mosley. But 
many political developments here in past year 
point toward the planned economy of the cor 
porate state, controlled politically by the gov- 
ernment, with execution left in the hands of 
privately-owned and_privately-operated busi- 
ness units. This is the socialism of fascism, 
not the socialism of communism.” 

WHY THE Y’s? 

Farmers picketing Highway 41, on the 
Ilinois-Wisconsin State tine, during a 

recent Milk Strike 

? 
By JAMES LERNER 

National Chairman, Youth Section, 

“Every soldier has a number of spare hours 
each day. Shall these hours be spent in idle- 
ness, in dissipation, and in unprofitable agita- 
tion? The Young Men's Christian Association 
has shown itself able to answor this vital ques 
tion in the right way. Therefore, it has the 
unqualified endorsement of the generals and 
admirals of the various Allied countries where 
it has been introduced.”—John R. Mott, Seo- 
retary, Y. M. C, A. during the World War. 

For many years previous to the last War 
the vast open-shop trusts of the country 
turned huge sums of money into the large 
American youth organization, the Y’s. In all 
‘the company towns where the early seeds of 
Fascism have nurtured, hundreds of 
thousands of dollars were given to Y's, which 
had as their aim the spreading of the spirit of 
“co-operation.” ‘These were long-term invest- 
ments dated to bear interest in peace through 
the growth of the company unionism, and in 
War through docile, revolt-proof soldiers. 

Looking through the records of the Y. M. 
€. A, one may find such entries on the blue 
side of the ledger: 

Standard Oil, Tidewater Oil, Babcock, 
Wilcow Co., and International Nickel pooled 
$400,000 to supply the Y. M. C. A. in Bay- 
onne, N. J., with a building. 

Rome Brass and Copper Co. of Rome, 
N. Yq gave $80,000 for a building. Rocke- 
feller appears on the scene again with 
{$850,000 in Pueblo, Col., in the name of the 
Colorado Fuel and Iron. ‘The steel trust 
is represented in the ledger with donations 

American League Against War and Fascism 

of $100,000 each by the National Tube in 
McKeesport and the Lackawanna Steel in 
Buffalo. (Only this month the Y in Buffalo 
housed imported scabs to break an airplane 
factory strike.) Judge Gary, expressing his 
admiration for the Y, said: “I am glad to 
declare my belief in the advantages of hav- 
ing a Young Men's Christian Association in 
an industrial community as tending greatly 
to the building up of the character of the 
men, and therefore increasing their effi- 
ciency.” 

‘The War Record 

‘The purpose of the Y. M. C. A.’s as soothing 
syrups for the dissatisfied working youth can 
be gleaned from an article by the General 
Secretary of the International Committee, 
John F. Moors. Writing in the Railway Age 
of April 5, 1918, he stated: “After cheering up 
downcast men in a train of soldiers going to 
camp, the young fellows were resolute, deter- 
mined, hopeful and ready to do their part in 
winning this War for freedom and the per 
petuation of democracy.” 

Well, the fellows went across. The U. S. 
Government gave the Y. M. C. A. a free hand 
in working with the army on the battlefield. 
‘The servile Y. M. C. A. secretaries became 
active propagandists in keeping up the morale 
of the armed forces. ‘They gave out some 
chocolates along with doses of “Fight to make 
the world safe for democracy.” 

But either the Y could not get around fast 

(Continued on page eighteen)  
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JAPAN’S COMPETITIVE EXPORTS 
Seoretary, Methodist Federation for Social Service 

‘The bulk of the economic competition which 
underlies all modern Wars is out of sight, like 
the iceberg’s bigger base. But enough is vis- 
ible to show its nature and its threat. Workers 
and students who are too busy to do library 
research work on the causes of War may see 
for themselves how the forces work by fol- 
lowing through press items and reports. 

‘This winter there has been an unplanned 
Series on Japan’s exports. On December 3rd, 
a lively story from London reported that feel- 
ing in England toward Japan had passed from 
friendliness to hostility. The occasion was the 
“ruinous competition” in the export of cotton 
piece goods. In the eight months ending in 
August, 1933, for the first time Japan’s ex- 
ports had exceeded Great Britain’s. Japan's 
were 1,568,000,000 square yards against Eng- 
land's 1,549,000,000. Five years ago the figures 
were almost 3 to 1 in favor of Great Britain. 

Tuna Fish 

‘The United States came into the picture on 
December 2ist. This time the product was tuna 
fish. It made a picturesque news column: a 
$80,000,000 business heading up in Los Angeles 
and San Diego; great warehouses and high- 
powered refrigeration boats; a skilled industry 
‘that paid men as high as $6 a day—and since 
the fish give fight, a sport for some of the 
luxury group, including Herbert Hoover; a 
domestic market, this “chicken of the sea” 
being a favorite American dish. ‘The point was 
that tuna fish school also in Japanese waters; 
that the California interests supplemented 
their atch by buying from Japanese fisheries; 
‘but that presently the Japanese business men 
were building their own packing houses and 
importing their canned fish into the United 
States—they sent in 200,000 cases in 1932; 
in 1983, 600,000 cases—more than a third 
of our market requirement. And since they pay 
their workers from 20e to 60e a day, they can 
“if necessary” lay down canned tuna in New 
York City for $2 a case, as compared with 
for the California product. 

Cotton 

On January 8rd the story shifted back to 
cotton goods competition, in a cluster of dis- 
patches—trom New Delhi, Tokio, London. The 
India dispatch said that certain “sharp com- 
mereial differences” had been finally settled— 
at least for three years—under an agreement whereby Japan will export a certain number 
of yards under a certain duty to India, and 
Japan will buy a certain amount of raw cotton 
from India. The Tokio item suggested that the 
“major consequence” of the new agreement 
would be a restricted Japanese market in 1934 
for raw cotton from the United States. The 
London item was to the effect that the chief 
purpose of the agreement was “to protect the 

By WINIFRED L. CHAPPELL 

Indian cotton industry,” but that Lancashire 
‘would profit incidentally in that “a substantial 
quantity” of cheap Japanese piece goods would 
be excluded from Great Britain, 

A February 8rd item brought France upon 
the scene: French manufacturers were re- 
ported to be secking control of foreign trade, 
50 as to stop the flood of Japanese goods— 
cotton, wool and silk, bicycles, men’s hats, elec- 
trie lamps and irons—into France and her 
colonies at “unbeatable” prices. Japanese goods 
were said to be edging French products out of 
the home market; out of Morocco; out of the 
French markets in China and Africa; especially 
out of Indo-China, a French possession which 
sells the bulk of its rice to Japan and wants to 
buy Japanese goods in return. 

On February 27th, a London dispatch told 
how. British manufacturers “forestalled” a 
‘Japanese attempt to flood the British markets 
with cheap bicycles: before the first of the 
goods arrived the Association of Cycle Manu- 
facturers instructed its members not to sell 
or repair Japanese eycles or accessories. An 
obscure item on March 9th, from Colon, C. Zo» 
said that the first shipment of Cuban sugat 
destined for Japan had passed that day 
through the Canal—believed to mark “the 
opening of increased trade between Japan and 
Latin-America.” 

The labor press supplements the capitalist 
newspaper. The American Guardian of Jan- 
vary 18th and 25th had two informative 
articles signed “by Anonymous.” The editor 
says he got the data from Walter Newbold 
(former M.P.) who in turn had them from a 
German source that could not be named. The 
first surveyed those incredible Japanese wages 
and living conditions which are, of course, 
basic in this story. The other described 

Japan's Ten-Year Export Plan. she is very 
deliberately pushing into the world markets 
into British dominions—Australia, New Zea 
land, Straits Settlements, India; into Africa, 
—tfrom Cape Town to the Congo to Abyssinic 
into the Near East—Iraq, Persia, Egypt. Now 
she is setting up a European Central Bureau, 
by way of getting into the Balkans, the Danube 
valley, Central and Southern Europe. And she 
is invading Latin-America, “hitherto the 
classic field of struggle for power between 
British and North American flanace-capital.”” 

‘The Federated Press on January 8th re- 
leased Scott Nearing’s story of this Latin- 
American competition, told in figures, itemized 
by countries and then totalled. For the first 
half of 1932 Japan's total exports to Latin- 
America amounted to 4,256,000 yen. By the 
first half of 1983 they had climbed up to 
12,720,000. A Federated Press story by Carl 
Haessler, released March 9th, carried us back 
to the Orient, Here are some sentences from 
it: “American trade with China exeeeds that 
of any other nation, but while it was over 
25% of the total Chinese imports in 1982, it 
was only something over 21% in 1938. . 
and “Japan's share of Manchurian imports 
was 58% in 1932 and 66% in 1988, while the 
U.S. share went down from 5.9% to 5.5%. 
It is the trend that counts, 

War? 
Events of April and May have suddenly 

made this trade War into front page news. 
It is an unconcluded serial story (intertwined 
with the larger tale of rivalry between two 
economic systems, for the Soviet Union and the 
Soviet part of China are also in the picture), 
the last chapter of which will be War. Unless 
the workers who now make the competitive 
‘goods join in one mass War refusal; and then 
in a joyful international soviet to supply their 
own and each other's needs. 

Firing Tear Gas Bombs at a Political Demonstration of Workers and Students in front 
of the Presidential Palace in Cuba  
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KUOMINTANG CHINA 
Capitalism and imperialism have produced 

strange, very strange contradictions. During 
the World War, French guns sold to Germany 
mowed down thousands of French soldiers, 
German guns sold to England killed German 
soldiers, and vico versa in every combination 
imaginable, Millions starving and wheat is de- 
stroyed. Millions without clothing and cotton 
is plowed under. Japan, in order to save itself 
from the world depression, cuts wages still 
further so that it may build up its export 
trade, The more it exports, the more it im- 
poverishes its own Japanese workers and 
farmers. The United States has a stupendous 
investment in Great Britain, and yet it is out 
to eapture British trade. The more it succeeds 
in capturing that trade, the more it destroys 
its investments in Great Britain. A cul-de-sac, 
a blind alley from which there is no escape. 
‘These, however, are old contradictions, becom- 
ing more intensified daily and hourly. 

‘The Dog That Eats Its Own Tail 

But Kuomintang China presents something. 
new in the way of contradictions. It is eating 
its own tail and slowly devouring itself. 
Kuomintang China cries for unity and na- 
tional solidarity—it is demagogically protest- 
ing against imperialist intervention and 
against Japanese annexation, but actually 
what is it doing? It connives with the itn 
pperialist powers and gives large portions of 
China away by treaties and direct negotia- 
tions. On the one hand, Japanese imperialists 
are tearing larger and larger portions away 
from China, and on the other hand Kuomin- 
tang China is aligning itself with Japan and 
other imperialist powers for an attack on the 
Soviet Union, In short, it is aligning itself 
for the coming imperialist War precisely with 
those powers that have as one of their ends 
in view the partitioning and dividing up of 
China. 

Let us see now who is this Kuomintang 
China and how does it perform this suicidal 
feat? One-fourth of China consists of Soviet 
China, the rest is Kuomintang China ruled 
from Nanking by Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
shek, Wang Ching-wei, and a host of their 
treacherous henchmen, This Kuomintang gov- 
ernment has an army of over one million 
‘mechanized troops, highly trained and armed. 
Where was this army when Japan attacked 
Manchuria on September 18, 1981? Certainly 
not in Manchuria to defend the territorial 
rights of China. Where was this army in 1982 
when Japanese troops attacked and pillaged 
Shanghai? Certainly not in Shanghai except 
for the 19th Route Army which was betrayed 
by Chiang Kai-shek and left to be butchered 
at the hands of the Japanese. Where was this 
Kuomintang army when Great Britain ad- 
vanced into Chinghai and Sinkiang from Tibet, 
‘or when Great Britain declared its annexation 
‘of Southwestern Sinkiang, or when France 
penetrated Yunnan? Where is this army now 

By JOHN PHILLIPS 

when Japan is invading Inner Mongolia and 
North China? 

‘The Kuomintang army is massed 100 per- 
cent strong against the Chinese workers and 
peasants in Soviet China. Chiang Kai-shek is 
“anifying” China by fighting his own coun- 
trymen, He is “unifying” China by carrying 
on the eruelest white terror in the history of 
‘mankind against workers, peasants, and intel- 
leetuals in white Kuomintang China, He is 
supported by the imperialist powers and he is 
selling the Chinese masses to them. He is the 
arch betrayer of his own people. 

SEVENTH REGIMENT 
1o7th INFANTRY, N.Y. N. 6. 

REVIEW 
or 

J. Pierpont Morgan, Esq. 

FRIDAY 
APRIL 

EVENING 
TWENTIETH 
1934   

Wall Street Greets its own! The cover 
of the Program of the evening when J. 
Pierpont Morgan reviewed the Aristo- 
cratic Seventh Regiment in N. ¥. City. 

Secret Sell-Outs 

‘The Kuomintang government has, by secret 
treaties, given Manchuria, Jehol, Inner Mon- 
golia, and North China to Japan. The Kuo- 
mintang government has allowed Great Britain 
to eapture control of West and Northwest 
China, The Kuomintang government closed its 
‘eyes to French aggression from the South. 
‘The Kuomintang government is the direct tool 
‘of American imperialism in Central China. 
‘ven Gerinany is sticking its snout into China. 
Japan's cry of anguish on April 17, warning 
all other imperialist powers to keep out of 

China, to stop arming China, so that Japan 
may have it all to herself, is sufficient’ proof 
in itself of the line-up. America, Great 
Britain, and France did not deny Japanese 
charges; they merely: shouted back: “You 
‘can’t have China all to yourself—we won't let 
you.” 

‘This direct sell-out of China by the Kuomin- 
tang government is making it very easy for 
Japanese and British imperialists to form a 
solid front against the Soviet Union along the 
entire northern frontiers of China. The Kuo- 
mintang government is thus giving direct aid 
to the imperialists in their preparation for 
the coming world conflagration. 

“The Running Dogs” 

Slowly but surely the masses in Kuomintang. 
China are becoming more and more aroused 
against the treachery of Chiang Kai-shek and 
his regime, Just as surely as this process goes 
‘on, s0 also does the Kuomintang government 
become more and more the tool of the im- 
perialists. Without their support Chiang Kai- 
shek could not exist a day. The Chinese aptly 
call Kuomintang officials and militarists “the 
running dogs of the imperialists.” It is inevi- 
table that these running dogs of imperalism 
will be crushed, on the one hand, by its own 
treachery and sell-out tacties, and on the other 

“In the obvious state of unrest now prevail- 
ing throughout the world, evidences of which 
are plainly visible in our own country, an efl- 
cient and dependable military establishment, 
constantly responsive to the will of its govern- 
‘ment, constitutes a rock of stability and one of 
anation’s priceless possessions.”—Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, “hero” of the battle against the 
‘unarmed Bonus Marchers, in a report asking 
for $10,000,000 more for the army. 

Fe 

“War alone brings up to its highest tension 
all human energy and puts the stamp of nobil- 
ity upon the peoples who have the courage to 
muct it... Thus a doctrine which is founded 
upon this harmful postulate of peace is hostile 
to Fascism, And thus hostile to the spirit of 
Fascism.”—Mussolini in the “Political and 
Social Doctrine of Fascism. 

“Potsdam stands at the sign of the Cross 
and breathes tho spirit of armed defense, of 
will to war, of honor and self-assertion. And 
more than human power is needed to cary 
‘out the vows solemnly made by Hitler and 
Hindenburg at the tomb of the great Fred~ 
erick, God’s help ‘and blessing must attend 
this task.”—Von Papen in a speech at Potsdam.  
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Boring huge 15 in. Guns for the U.S. Army and Navy 

WHO MAKES THE 
Author of “Women Who Work,” “Labor and Sill? 

“With the summoning of the men for the 
army, coupled with our own War needs and 
those of our allies, there will be a call for 
enormous production at a time when the 
available male labor supply will be greatly 
curtailed... . 

“Having in mind both a minimum of dis 
arrangement and disturbance in labor con- 
ditions and a steady inorease in the produc- 
tion of War material, it is suggested that 
an intensive training course of from four 
to eight weeks be given to women workers. 
In this time the average woman could get 
a working knowledge of one machine, or at 
least a Imowledge of the use of that ma- 
chine for a single operation, and s0 in a 
short time be ready for productive work.” 

The date is September, 1917. The paper is 
the Travelers Standard, published by the en- 
gineering and inspection division of the Trav. 
elers Insurance Co., Hartford, Conn. ‘The en- 
gineers are concemed with efficiency and, in- 
cidentally, with the great number of accidents 
happening to women workers, newly intro- 
duced into railroad repair shops, airplane fac- 
tories, munition plants, and other establish- 
ments for the making of War supplies. 
Already in England, they report, the manu- 

facture of various type of engines for aero- 
planes is largely in the hands of women. In 
the making of a cylinder requiring twenty-six 
distinct operations, twenty-three are per- 
formed by women. In the gun factories, wo- 
men are doing practically all of the work on 
important guns. Women are making the deli- 
cate optical instruments for range finding and 
gun sighting, 

In the United States so many girls and 
‘women were brought into industry for the first 
time that it took five and a half pages of close, 
small type in a government report just to list 
in paragraph form the processes in which 

By GRACE HUTCHINS 

women were actually substitutes for men, The 
industries ranged from blast furnaces and steel 
works to logging camps and saw mills. 

Women in War Industries 

The date is May, 1984. A letter from a 
friend in Stamford, Conn., describes the re- 
placing of boys by girls in the Yale and Towne 
Manufacturing Company's giant plant, This 
company makes Yale locks in peace-time, but 
turns its attention to special War supplies 
when the country “resorts to arms.” They are 
now replacing a large part of their male help 
with girls and young women who are paid 
as little as 82% eents an hour, while the mini- 
‘mum for boys and young men under the N.R.A. 
code is 40 cents. One girl, using a machine 
formerly run by a man in room No. 112, cut 
her hand below the wrist, while another girl 
in room No. 118 smashed two fingers and lost 
them, 

In the nearby Bridgeport plants of the 
Remington Arms Co., four thousand women 
workers were employed in the cartridge shops 
in 1916, even before the United States en- 
tered the World War. The E. I. du Pont de 
‘Nemours Co., one of the largest munition com- 
panies in the world, employs girls in the plug and solder and in the sulphur and testing de- 
partments of its plant at Pompton Lakes, 
New Jersey, where caps and fuses are made. 

In other chemical industries, easily con- 
verted into War uses, several thousand wo- 
men are at work—about eleven thousand as 
operatives in rayon plants and nearly twelve 
thousand in “other chemical factories.” Both 
rayon and dynamite can be made from nitro- 
cellulose, and the nitro-cellulose process of 
making rayon can be changed practically 
overnight into the production of dynamite. It 
is therefore significant in connection with War 
preparations that girls and women outnumber 
men as operatives in rayon factories. 

Other industries of considerable importance 
in War time show a marked increase in the 
number of women workers employed. One of 
these is the manufacture of electrical ma- 

chinery and supplies, employing over 45,000 
women and girls in 1980, an increase of 65 
percent in a decade. At ono large electrical 
plant in Ohio, for example, there was an in- 
crease in the proportion of girls in the total 
labor foree from 8.8 percent in 1916, to 23.6 
percent in 1918, and 268 percent in 192% 
These figures show clearly the remarkable rise 
during the two years of the War. 

In Birth and Death 

“Arms and the Women” might well be the 
title of another article following Fortune's re- 
cent story of arms and the men. But it would 
be a story not of the xich armament makers 
with their mines, their banks, and their holding 
‘companies. It would be a tale of working wo- 
men making shells and operating drill presses 
and tapping machines—of girls working at top 
speed for greater and greater output, exposed 
to TNT. poisoning, to dinitro-benzene poison- 
ing, and to the sores caused by fulminate of 
‘mercury in the priming machine departments 
and in the loading rooms. Girls make the 
guns. 

er 

Romain Rolland writes: “Ernst Thaelman 
has unjustly been kept in prison for more than 
a year. It is to be feared that the National- 
Socialist government is avenging itself on him 
for its defeat in the Leipzig trial. We must 
defend Thaelman,” 

‘The 400 workers of the great printing office 
of Vernay & Co. in Vienna, have refused to 
pay any contributions to the printers’ trade 
union since the appointment of federal leaders 
to the union. When a shop steward proposed to 
the 600 workers of the Bally shoe factory to join 
the Patriotic Front, they accepted in silence. 
However, when a representative of the Patri- 
otic Front spoke on its aims, the workers 
quickly shouted him down. As a result not a 
single worker, man or woman, joined.  
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(Continued from page fourteen) 
enough or couldn't keep the men down all the 
time, The Bolshevik slogans of “Land, Peace, 
and Bread,” coupled with that of fraternization 
on the front, was ripping the War machine wide 
open. Tsar Ni 
heap of history, and immediately the Y. M. 
©. A. was rushed into emergency action. Y 
secretaries began swarming into Russia with 
these words ringing in their ears: “We don't 
want anybody to go across as a Y. M,C. A. 
seeretary and add the weight of his words to 

tholas was thrown onto the dung. 

the wave of radicalism that is sweeping over 
Burope to an alarming degree.” (But were 
they to be impartial and stick to supplying 
spiritual succor?) “We are sending our men 
to Russia in order that they may sow the seed 
‘of true democracy and of democratic ideas 

Sabotaging the Revolution 
But the situation grew worse. In the sum- 

mer of 1917 our pacifist president sent a dele- 
gation to help Kerensky keep his end up. 
John R. Mott, secretary of the Y. M. C. A. 
(xecently proposed for the Nobel Peace Prize), 
went along. He got into action immediately. 
Speaking to church leaders he said: “Go back 
to all your parishes in cities, towns, and vil- 
Iages and tell the Russian people that America 
is with them, Tell them to stand firmly be- 
hhind the Provisional Government, Tell them 
to be true to the church that it may in this 
time of colossal strain preserve the solidarity 
of the nation. Tell them that we believe that, 
in view of what Russia has already achieved 
{n this War, in view of the wonderful (1) sac-~ 
rifices which the Russian people have already 
made, in view of the vast and vital issues at 
stake, and in view of the urgency of the sit- 
uation and the gravity of the crisis, Russia 
and her allies must continue steadfast to the 
end.” 

Then came the report of his work to the 
U. S. Government, written while traveling on 
a warship in July 80, 1917: “Whatever ean 
be done, therefore, to ensure and develop the 
highest working efficiency and truly trium- 
phant spirit of the Russian soldiers has a most 
direct, practical, and vital bearing on the des- 
tiny of America and her allies. . 
nature of the ease, the minds of the multitudes 
of Russian soldiers have been more or less 
absorbed with the political and social issues 
thrust upon them by the Revolution. 

. From the 

“Tt would be difficult to over-state the ur- 
gency of this extraordinary situation. The late 
autumn and the winter months will constitute 
the most critical testing period. If these men 
can be afforded pleasant and profitable occu- 
pation during this trying time, it will ensure 
conservation of probably the greatest single 
asset of the Allied cause’ 

‘That Mott had his finger on the pulse of 

the Russian nation is clear from this last 
statement, but that he did not have the power 
to control that pulse, is a historical fact. 

Anti-War Work in the Y’s 

‘This brief picture of the Y. M. C. A. in the 
World War is black, But nothing else could 
be expected of an officialdom groomed by the in- 
dustrialists. It can be said with certainty that, 
should we be unable to avert the rapidly ad- 

April 30, 1934. 
Dear Comrades: 

I have been informed that the American 
League has alliliated with the World Commit- 
tee Of Struggle Against War and Fascism 
This is a great step in the annals of the 
American struggle, and I want very much to 
stress the importance of it and at the same 
time to indicate to you the deep satisfaction 
that your decision has aroused among all our 
comrades of the French Movement and of the 
other National Movements, 

‘The struggle against the forces of rea 
which are today operating under the nation- 

fie and repressive label of Fascism, and 
against the scourge of War, which the capi- 
talist regime is preparing over the entire 
world, has reached such a point of sharpness 
and depth that the only possible obstacle to 
the triumph of imperialism, with all its at- 
tendent misery, ruin, and misfortune, must be 
a vast wave of the workers of the world. 

‘The formal afiiation of your section to the 
group of sections already in existence is there- 
fore an evidence of the consciously interna- 
tional, uni 

Charles Dubin, 
‘striker of the 
West Point 
Knitting Mills, 
Philadelphia, 
beaten up by 
Policemen. 
Women Strif 
ere are shown 
battling Police 
in defense of 
their Fellow 

Worker 

De eee 

vancing War today, we will again find the 
Y. M. ©. A. playing its appointed role. 

But the picture is not yet complete. With 
the establishment of the American League 
Against War and Fascism we have been able 
to turn the attention of the enemies of im- 
perialist War toward the building of organiza- 

those potential 

millions who frequent the various Y's, as well 
as numerous sincere leaders, ean be won in the 
fight against War. We have begun to prove 
this, 

must from now on be adopted if the social 
struggle is ever to conquer the future, 

Your adherence takes on an additional im- 
portance in our eyes by virtue of the great 
revolutionary yalue—in the large and profound 
sense of the word—that, in our opinion, is at- 
tached to the strivings of the workers and 
intellectuals of America. The young and clear- 
sighted American nation, whose comparatively 
short history is responsible for all its youthful 
qualities, but which Kas, on the other hand and 
‘as a consequence of this, a unique experience 
of the capitalist power developed among them 
—this people, I am certain, will be among 
those to take the lead in the movement for the 
emancipation of the world, 

Here, in the midst of our own struggle 
against an ever more open and ever more 
cynical Faseization, as embodied in the alliance 
of a reactionary government with all the 
forees of oppression, the news of this large 
reinforcement, of the official aflliation of the 
American Anti-Fascist and Anti-War Move- 
ment to ours, has stimulated the hope and 
energy of our masses. 

Fraternally yours, 
HENRI BARBUSSE. 
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By IDA DAILES 
Assistant Secretary 

The outstanding achievement of the New 
York Section during the past inonths is the 
working out of the organizational structure of 
‘the League. Supporters are being organized 
into branches. Branches are composed of ten 
‘or more individual members: Neighborhood 
Committees are composed of Branch members 
together with two delegates from 2ach local 
‘organization in the neighborhood. The Branch 
sends two delegates to the City Central Com- 
mittee; the Neighborhood Committee sends 
five delegates. City-wide organizations send 
two delegates direct to the City Central Com- 
mittee. The Netional Office recommends that 
this form of organization be taken as a guide 
by other Sections and adapted to the local 
situation. 

‘The New York Committee is giving active 
co-operation to the sending of representative 
delegation of women to the Intemational Con- 
gress of Women Against War and Fascism 
in Paris in July. The first combined member- 
ship and City Central Committee meeting held 
May 7 approved the setting of August 4, 
20th anniversary of the World War as a day 
ot demonstration against War and Fascism. 
One of the highlights in the activities of the 
past month is the building of Neighborhood 
‘Committees in places where Fascist are con- 
centrated (Yorkville and Ridgewood) 

In response to the.call for the World Con- 
gress of Women Against War and Fascism, 
the Chieago Section of the League has worked 
out a thorough and detailed campaign for the 
election of delegates from that regiow. In ad- 
d'tion to setting up a broad committee of wo- 
men workers, representatives of Negro organi- 
zations, social workers. teachers, nurses, Jew- 
ish Women’s Councils, pacifist organizations, 
ete., this campaign has been made the prin- 
cipal order of business at a full City Commit- 
tee mecting. Margaret Cowl, who is on an 
organization tour in connection with this cam- 
ppaign, will speak at a mass meeting in Chi: 
cago on May 24, 

Leaflets and pamphlets will be circulated in 
factories where women work. The prospect 
is to send delegates from the most important 
industries where women are employed in Illi- 
nois, and as many representative middle-class. 

‘are able to pay their own expenses. 
‘The Regional Conference to elect delegates is 
set for early in July. 

‘The Pittsburgh, Boston, and Milwaukee Sec- 
tions are also at work on plans for the wo- 

Work has heen started in 
fegro women delegates, and 

men's campaign. 
‘Alabama for two 

te AGUE 
small conferences are being called for the 
nomination of these delegates. 

(One of the results of the Iaunching of the 
‘women’s campaign is that a section of the 
League is being established in Duluth, and 
work is being stimulated in other sections. 
Harm women in Nebraska, Idaho, Wisconsi 
Minnesota, and Pennsylvania are participating 
actively in this work. 
We urge all seetio the campai 

for women’s delegations to penetrate new or- 
ganizations, particularly of women; to broaden 
and build the League to greater strength. 

e 

Volunteer secretaries and committees have 
been established by the National Bureau of 
the League to make contacts and develop a 
sampaign for afiliation among trade unfon and 
religious groups. Sections of the League and 
interested individuals are urged to communi 
fate names of trade union leaders, ministers, 
ete, who would assist in this work. 

A basic leaflet on Fascism in the United 
States and how to combat it is being pre- 
pared by the National Bureau. It will be 
printed in a few weeks and will be available 
fat the National Office. A series of leaflets 
‘and pamphlets is planned, but their pub- 
leation depends on our obtaining funds. Local 
committees and individuals are urged to make 
contributions for this purpose. 

The draft call for the Second U: S. Congress 
Against War and Fascism has been sent to 
more than a hundred national orgat 
for additional suggestions, amendme 

he Second Congress will take 
‘eptember 29 and 80, 1984. 

ary work in connection with the 
Congress should be started by City Commi 
tees and League supporters. You can begin 
by gathering names and addresses of local 
organizations who should be reached with the 
call for delegates, tightening up and extending 
your apparatus, and making other plans for 
the campaign. New York City pledges one 
thousand delegates. ‘The Second Congress, like 
the first, will be open to all opponents of War 
and Fascism, regardless of their political, so- 

1, or economic views. Our aim is to double 
the size of the first Congress, to increase and 
‘extend our organized influence, and establish a 
sound organizational hase for the fight against 
War and Fascism. 

endorsement 

YOUTH SPARKS 
‘The press of the country brings daily reports 

of the U.S, fleet maneuvers. These will cul- 
inate in the review of the fleet in New York 
Harbor by President Roosevelt on May 31. In 
view of this and the critical situation in the 
Far East, the demonstrations against War 
called for May 80, National Youth Day, have 
special significance. A number of cities have 
called Youth Conferences. These include 
Boston, Los Angeles, New York—three water- 

front cities. 

In New York the conference promises to be 
the broadest one yet held by the Youth Sec- 
tion. Credentials from three Y's, several set- 
tlement houses, a nuriber of radio and metal 
shops have been received. Ninety-one dele- 
‘gates from 68 organizations answered the call 
of the Northern New Jersey Youth Federation 
for state-wide Anti-War organization. Afilia- 
tion to the Youth Section was voted. Among 
those present were church groups, Young Cir- 
cle League, shops, and the Young Peoples So- 
cialist League. The latter opposed afiliation. 
All joined in supporting National Youth Day 
to be held in Paterson, 

° 
Chalk one up for New Haver 

Boy Scouts sell FIGHT to the Remington Arms 
Plant. And the workers are eager to buy them. 
In Boston a member of the Youth Section sells 
over 100 copies to the longshoremen. A¢ first 
they bought through euriosity—now they ask: 
“When's the next issue coming out.” 

° 
‘The Hearst press still hasn’t gotten over the 

tudent strike against War. Twenty thousand 
striking students aren't so easy to forget. 
Hearst, Ham Fish, Easley, et al, must be hay 
ing nightmares these days. Friday, the 13th 
of April, was certainly unlucky for some 
people. 

Add Cornell University to the student con- 
ferences affiliating to the Youth Section 

‘This issue of FIGHT comes at the end of 
‘the school year. It is the first year of Amer 
ican League activity in the colleges. And no 
one can deny that it has been a memorable 
one, Never in the history of this, or any other 
imperialist country, we might venture to say, 
hhas there been such a wave of anti-War o1 
ganization and agitation 

° 
‘The national Committee of the Youth Sec. 

tion has endorsed the International Sport Meet 
Against War and Fascism which is to be held 
in Paris this summer. Members of all sport 
organizations are invited to participate in the 
competitive meets to be held throughout the 
U.S. A. to select the American delegation. 
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TO OUR NEW READERS 

This special number of FIGHT is reaching thousands of new readers. You who have never before 
seen or read this popular magazine which is now in its eighth number, must realize the importance of 
militant struggle against imperialist War and Fasciem. If you are a woman reading this magazine— 
and this number is especially addressed to women—you must realize what the cost of War and Fascism 
is to you, 

The burden of imperialist War is heavy upon women. (It will be even more so in the next 
slaughter). The War makers design propaganda to glorify legalized murder of your sons, sweethearts, 
husbands, brothers. They paint pretty pictures. They romanticize their butchery of your dear ones. 
They and their governments attempt to make you part of their machine. They place you in their War 
factories and in hospitals, exploit you with a little higher wages and much higher prices—all for their 
profit, under the guise of patriotism. 

When the economic crisis deepens—when the working class and tarmers in alliance with the most 
intelligent and alert section of the middle class and professionals—assert their human and economic 
rights, the capitalists move to the road of Fascism. Pay is reduced . . . hours are lengthened . . . trade 
unions are destroyed . . . freedom of working class speech, press and assembly is abolished . .. Negroes, 
Jews, foreign born, as well as all non-conformists are hounded . .. militant workers, farmers and honest 
liberals are imprisoned, tortured and killed .. . women are put “back in their place.” 

FIGHT as the official publication of the American League Against War and Fascism exposes, 
fights and organizes against these evils. FIGHT publishes material not published anywhere else. FIGHT. 
prints articles, short stories, exposes, international news items, factual material, photographs, cartoons. 
FIGHT publishes material from munition factories, from the armed forces of the imperialist govern- 
‘ments, from key industries, from schools and colleges, from churches, from the farm, and from the 
centers of finance capital 

FIGHT invites you—if you wish to be informed of this world-wide movement—to become a 
regular subscriber. We ask you to mail us 50 cents for a one-year subscription. 

FIGHT Against War and Fascism, 112 East 19th Street, New York, N. Y a7 
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