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"PyKOTNINCE CTUXOB ane-Axpaca", Barzaz,
%650,

"layz-nema u woHsn NIPE@BIC HUA MaAMINKOB B
Npake", Barzaz, I967 T

"Counanusm, mauumonammsy u UX BIUSHNE HA3

COBDEMEHHYW M0o33up", Hawp , I%98 r,

COoprrEn cTn¥0B: "CoBECTE Bpemery",
Anercanzpms, 1950 r,, "Memomun", Anexcangpus,
T953 ¢ "Cwox kn3uu", Belipyr, 1960 .
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lisBecTHHIl upaxcku#t yuemuit, moaT M o6uecTEeH-
it neATens a-p Wced Nszexmmu pomunca B r.Baaxyca
/Wpax/ B 1922 r. Brcmee o6pazoBanue NOMYyYHI B
AnexcangpuiickoM yruBepcureTe. B 1956 r. JOHIOHGKUM
JHUBEDCUTETOM €My CHIOIDPUCBOEHO YyUEHOE 3BAHUE LOK-
Topa funocoduu. C Toro e roze Havan NpenoZaBaTh
Ha QaKyneTETE NUTEpATYPH BArAaZcoro yHWBEPCHTETA.
B 196 r. emy Gmno npucsoeRo 3Banue npofeccopa. C
I962 r. paGoTaeT TeHepalbHHM CexpeTapeM lpaxcxoit
axazemmn Hayk. B 1964 r., Ounm u30paE zeficTBUTENB-
HHM YJeHOM Avazemunu. '

I-p Oced Vszenzme - omm+ 3 OocHoBaTenel n
cexpeTaps Accouvanum upaxkckux nucareneit. I'maBuuit
pezexTop xyprana "An-Kyrrad", mazmawmerocsa 3Toit
Acconmarnineii.

JUuSCTBORAN B pAZE MEXAYHAPOAHHX ¥ Mexapald-
CKMX KOHQepeHUUIl BOCTOKOBEZOB ¥ MNucartene.

Ero OoCHOBHHE TPYZH:

"OcoGennocTy upakcoft mos3um I9 B." Barnan,
1958 r., ¢ e Kaup, 1965 r.

"CoBpereHHAA WpaKC“ad M033WA ¥ BIUAHUE HA
Hee NMOJMUTMYECKUX ¥ couuaneHHX TeueHuit", barmax,
1960, ,2 wan.Kanp,1965 1. :



TlonxeH TpUEECTH  WCIPEHHOO GnaroZapHoOCTh 3a
OKA3AHHYD MHE LEHHYK MOMOUb GONTrapCKOMY MHHUCTDY,
W3BECTHOMY TACATENN W TpPeACcenaTeln QGuecTBa ADYE-
6y ¥ KYIBTYDPHHX CBf3eil C 33pyOCeRHHMN CTPaHEMU
npogeccopy T'eoprui TvnuuTposy-TomKUEy , AUPEKTODY
pocTOuYHOTO oTZena T-ke Mapuu MuxafinoBoif ¥ BCEM
paGOTHMKAM XYyABTYCLH, B TOM ancne dypaTy an-lEaBaxuph.
lipuHOIY MOK ONATOZGPHOCTD CONPOBORZABIUM MEHf
Nenxe KaTepuuosofi m MopzaHy lleesy, ceumpe baltpak-
TaPCKNUX, O7*333BUKX MHE n6e3H0e TOCTENPUNMCTBO.
BomBUyw NOMOWH B NMOATOTOBKE N3A3HAA OKa3al MEHe
npodeccop I'ypruc ABaz. 1 monmeH TakEe NOONAT OZaPHTH
cpoero apyra 0.XosTyHOoBUUYa 38 NEPEBOA TpeZNCIOBUA
K 3TOH KHUTE H3 pycctuil ABHEK, pa6ounx Tunorpadun
a3 UX NOMOWB U #CE€X, KTO MOMOT MHE 33BEPUUATH aTy
pasoTy.

0CE® V33ELMMH

LA
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@KTUBHO y4YaCTBYWT yvyamwWecs, CTYZEHTH ¥ WHTEIINTEH-
nusa. OOHYHO BO BpeMsa 3TOT'0 NPa3ZHUKA OOJNTapH Hazne-
BanT HAUWOHANBHHE OZEXIH.

llo cnyvaw nmosiBleH¥e B CBET CBOelt mepBoit mocne
BO3BDAUlCHUA U3 Donrapum nyoankauuy, g XO0Tenl GH OT-
KETUTH Te ZOOPHE UYYBCTBA M WMUPOKOE TOCTENPUUMCTEO,
KOTOpHE OHIN TPOABIAEHH KO MHE OO0JTapCKUM HAapOZOM
! ZeATeNAMN KYNBTYPH., DHIO CZAEN8HO BCE BO3MOXHOE,
YTOOH C037aTh OJQTONPUATHHE YCNOSMA AJNA Moell paGoTH
¥ oTzhxa, Cryxaume OUCANOTERM C TOTOBHOGTHN BHIION-
HAJNYW MOW 38Ka83H HA WHUTH.

MHe XOTenoCh OH TaKXE HENDEMEHHO OTMETHUTSH
37eCh BeIyuueca B CTDPEHE CTPOUTENBHre pPaGOTH ¥ MDPOr—
PECC “YIBTYPH B Pa83NNUHEHX 00NaCcTAX ®U3HUW boarapmm,
C KOTOPHMU fl MOBHEKOMMICHA BO BPEMA NMOE3IKN IO CTPa-
He, [Ipu3HeKN SKOHOMMUECKOTO ¥ KYJIBTYDPHOTO NpoTrpecca
3aMETHH BO BCEX GOJTapCKMX I'OpoZax M cenax,u 3TOT
NPOTPECC HWUYTh HE MEHBUE, YeM B JWOHX IDYIUX Io-
pozax ¥ cenax EBpomnu.

Hazewnce, uTO NpoBeZeHHAS MHOW CEpOMHag pado-
Ta M0 PEeTWCTDPaUNM 4YacT! ZOCTUXREHNE apalcrkoil MHCIN
¥ MYCYJNBMAHCKOTO HACIELCTB& M O3HAKOMIEHUE C HUMIU
uccnenosaTeneft, MucauTenelt W nucareneft, MOCIYRUT
Pa3BUTUN UASHHHX U KYNBTYPHHX CBfi3eil MeXAy ZOPOTHM:
naweMy cepzuy lpaxom, apaGoxoil mamuweil m Boarapueit u
€6 HapozoM.

19
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HUX YNOMHHAWTCH WX BolHH C coceZaMu U CeACTBUMA,
NOCTUTABUNE WX CTpaHy. Ain-baxpm Ha3HBaeT WX ClaBf-
Heux. OH ONMMCHBAET y3KWE OIexZH CONTAPCHUX NOCIaH-
8B, ONOACAHHHX MUPOXNMH YKDAUGHHHMU 30JOTOM U CE€-
pepoy mnoscaMu. OH TOBODWT, UTO OHN 2H3NT HECKOJBKO
fZUROB N nNepeBend Epazrenne Ha CA8BAHCKUI ABHK.
An-Baxpn coofmaeT O BHCOTE WX TOD W yHOTpeCuAeMoit
My nume, OF mEmeT, YTO 3TO (narofaTHAA CTPaHa U B
Hell Ee ONBaeT Ton0Za. OH TAKWe ONHCAN WX OCHYaH,
NpoU3PacTapuMe TaM OPYHTH, RUByUUX TaM NTHN, GOJ-
TApPCKAS MYBHKANDLHHE WHCTPYMEHTH W HAIATHY.
Havwonanpraa GulnuoTexa OHI& OCHOBAHa B
1879 r. Bpeuemuoil pyccroft ajumuucTpaunmnel nocue
ocBoCoRzeHnA Boarapuuw 2 I878 r. oT TOCNOJZCTBA
OcMancxoll numepny Tox H&3BaHuew "BecnnaaTHasg myo-
nWvHan 6uCanorewa®. SaTeM oHA OHia NepenMeHOBAHA
3 Boarapc~y» HAUROHANBHYN OUOAKOTEKY. )
Spanue OWNOANOTERW NO KPACOTE M pasMepaM
NPUESAASEAT ¥ JAYYmMM CUONUOTCYHHM 3TAHUAM N3 TEX,
YTO MHE NPHXOZUTOCH BUZETH B EBpone. BHOMMOTEHA
Ha3BeHa mueHaMu Kupnanas n Medonus B nEMATH O cOcCTa-
BUTONAX COBNEMBHHOTO GOATEPCHOTO aniasuTa. PaHee
B Boarap#— nmonp30BaNNCh TPEYECHUM N J8TUHCKAM ai-
dasuraun., Kupuna u Medozui# Ouny CpaThHAMYU K3
Canomrx. WX oTem Own I'Dex, & Marh - OOATAPKA.,
14 Mag Kaxjoro roza CoarapH TODEECTBBHHO OTMEYANT
AX TIAMATE, OTH TOpRECTBA NpexcTaBIAnT cofoit Kpyn-
HCS COCHTHS ® KyALTYDHOH! #uzuy Bonrapuu. B BHuX

Yot
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Ponrepusa u GONTapH YNOMHUEAKTCA B MCTOPHUECTUX
apatCcT¥X ¥ MYCYNEBMEHCTUX COUVHSENAX, B HUX TNOZPOG-
HO TOBODUTCH O GONTapax, NPUBOZATCH KHTEPECHHS (aK-
TH, ONWCHBAETCA MX XWSHB, TOPTOBHE CBA3HM, TDPaTULUHU,
00HYaW, TNepecelcHNs, MMEHA WX KHA3eH ¥ nieuMeH. He-
'KOTOpPHE aBTOPH NOCETHAN UX CTPAEy W DacCHA3LBanT o
Hell Kak OUeBWAUH, 8 APyTHEe TepezanT CREICHUA,
NONyYeHHHS MME OT NYTEeLECTBOHHUKOR. I[lepBOe ynoMmmu-
BaHNe 0 OyIrapax, BOSUOXKHO, OTHOCUTCH K 3 BEKy
XUIEDH /9 B.H.3./ llone3nye CREZCHWA O HHX TPWBO-
IaTcsa B "Mycynemancroft srumxnoneznn™ u B “Peoryan
¢uy an-Aszanyc u Esponu"™, B TOM YNCAE O TOM,YTO
9TOT HAPOX TNEpeCcemuncs M3 DEEO~-DPYCCKUX DAaBHUE,
060CcHOBanCA B Gacceiine Iynas ¥ 00pasoBal BUECTE
CO CNaBAHaMH TOCYZ&DPGTBO. BamHHE CBeZSHWA TIPUBO-
mat Hon Paznan, nanpeBrerHHi XanudoM an-Myxrazun-
poM, MOCHOM B CTPAHY Xa3@poB IO 3amMpocy HX NPaBU-
TeNs IAf OBHAKOMISHEAC UCASMOM., DTy GTPSHY HOCETH-
im Takke B 16 B. AGx an-Xamuz an-Angamycu u HCH
Baryra.

l6r Dagnman paccasHBaeT 0 MOCETHBUEM ero Oyi-
TApPCKOM KHA3E, O €ro yAUBUTENBHO! ®U3HU, €r0 CKPOM-
HOGTH ¥ NOGBM K HEMY HApoja 33 €r0 6IaropoaHHil
HpaB., ‘ |

‘ boarapH noznepxHUBany TOPTOBHE CBA3M C MYyCYIb-
MAHCKUMNM CTDAH&MW, BHBO3A M3 HUX THOHH, ODPYRNE W
éosgapﬁue uszenns. B KneTOUHMK@X TOBODUTCHA, YTO OZVH
M8 WX KHABe! npuHAm weaaM u apadczoe umaA: .Jxaadap
WOH AGx Annex.CBoe MMA OH UEKEHUJN HE MOHETaX. B

\os
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PYKONMUCH NMOCTYNHIN ¥3 MeueTell, MyCYNIBMAHC:UX Deln-
THNO3HHNX WKOJN ¥ 12 BAKYOHHX OHONINOTEK, WMEBINXCHA
paree B Boxrapuu. B OCHOBHOM B DYKOMWCAX YIOMHHA-
0TCA clexnywmue ropoza: Buzauu, CamoxoB, Codus.
YacTs pyronuceil nmpoucxozmr u3 Kampa, Barzaza,
‘Cram6yna u APYTUX MYCYIBMAHCKUX TODOZOB.

Haubonee zpeBEuMM MAHYCHPUNTOM OUCINOTEKH
ABNAIETCHA, BOBMOXHO, KHWUTa "Jlatrand an-Umapar"

A6y Hacera ACman Hepuma u6H XaBasus an-Kymeiipw,
CKOHYaBleroca B 465 r.x. I'ozoBunsEa ero DOXIEHUA
6Hna oTMEeYeHa B OuOnumoTewe, KHura Owia 3aBeunaHa
Ncedom n6m IxyHaitmom, KOTODHI COCTaBWI EU3HEOTH-
CaHWe aBTOpa. Bo BTOopofft uacTn NPUBOZATCH KOMMEH-
Tapun x Kopany, Haumnasg ¢ cypw "llemepa",

B GuGnuoTexe MMeWTCHA DELKNE BKBEMINIADH DYKO-
nuceil. 3T0 mpexze Bcero "HysxaT ai-MyuTaR cu
NXTUpaK an-afark" meputa an-Uzpucu. STO - NOMHHI
OK3EMIIAD Ha NPEKpPACHO# Oymare ¢ LBETHHMUM KapTa-
mMu. Boarapcku#t Bocrorosen n-p Bopiic Xpucros Hezxos
VCCNEZ0BAN YaCTh DPYKONNUCH, KACAWWUYKOCA TOJNOKEHUS B
Bonrapum ¥ cocezumx semasx B I2 Bexe. lccaczosa-
HUe OonyOJMKOBEHO HA OOATApPCKOM A3HKE. B HeM NpuBO-
AUTCA COOTBETCTBYWUWH apaCcyuil TexKCT. DKIEMIAAD
pyxonucu Halimen B Mevery Naymuan. OH 71aTMpoOBaH
I505 r. w mepemucaE ¢ NMOZMUHHOTO TercTa. llpodeccop
Henxkos cuuraeT, uTO KapTH OHAM COCTSBJIEHH HE CaMUM
an-lizpucu, NMOCKONBKY B HUX WMEOTCH ABHHE  DACXOE-
ICHUA C TEKCTOM KHUTH,

You
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XazucH - I56

Neropua - 57
T'eorpagus - 10
JInTeparypa R
Nzeonorusa - 180
Mycynsmanc<oe npaso - 800
fI3HK - 700
[Ilponosenn - 350
dunocodnd - 350
Hayxka - 200
MONUTBH ¥ nOMBMHOBEHNA - 200

fl mpueTynuN ¥ cocTaBIEHUD ONUCH pyxonucei
0 pa3jenam JUTEpaTypa, MCTODPUf, reorpadus, HO
HaTONKHYNCA Ha OONBUNKE TDYAHOCTH, HECMOTPA HA
NPUIOXEHHHE Z0 MEHA YyCUIUA B 5TOM HANpPaBICHUM.
Oxasanoct HEeNETKO ONpPEZEeNNTH UMEHA aBTODOB ¥
3aTrJaBUfi DYKOMUCeil, MOCKOMBKY YacTh U3 HUX CO-
“PaHINIaCh HE NONHOCTHM. Jlaxe B OTHOWEHUM LEJHX
OK3ENMNINAPOB 3T0 OHIO HENETKO. ITW TPYZHOCTH npu-
IJI0Ch NpEONONEBATE TEPHEHMWEM ¥ yNODHHM TpyZoM., A
KNaCCUPUUIPOBAN DYKONNUCH C YXa3aHUEM coOpaHuit, B .
KOTOpHE OHN BX0AAT. Mue nmpmxom mock paGorars B
OMONMOTEKE C yTPA W 70 €e 3aKDHTUA NO03IHO BEUYepoM,

PaGOTHIKY GUOIHOTERN KATANOTH3UDOSAMA NDHMED-
Ho 900 pyxonucelt., B aToit GuGamorexre GoraTue cobpa-
HUA' TYPEUKMX DYKONUCEH W OJULMANBHHX NOKYMEHTOB.
Tlocne EMX FacuUMTHBEETCH OKONO 500 THCHY, ApaGerue

\ey
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DOPEJUCIOBMAE

Muow GHIO NMONYUEHO NWOE3HOE NpUTJaleHMe TOCeTUIE
Boarapun, 4TOOH 03HAKOMHTECA C 3paCCKMMM DYKOTNUCAMHU,
XpaHAUUMACA B LE6HTpanbHOM ouomuorexe._Cojun. llosazxa
OHla pacunmTaHa Ha IBA Mecfna, OJZHaKO, Hayano DAGOTH B
Barzaznc:oM yHuBepcurere ¥ Axazemun Hayk lpaka He mo3Bo-
AMI0 MEE [OMHOGTEN BOCTOAB30BATECA BDTUM CPOKOM.™

MEOTHE WceneznoRaTeny He 3HanT, uTo B Cofuu
ecTh apabckue DyKRomncH. MHe NpencTaBAANOCE, UTO
3TH DYKOTWCH MOXKHO TIepecuUMTaTh No naneuoM. Ha ca-

MOM ®E IeNe 0Ka3anoch, 4YTO MX KOJUUYECTBO NMPEBHUEAEET
TPY THCAYY ¥ YTO OHM OXBATHBAKT BCE OTPAGIN BHAHUI,
Boapmii ¢TBO NMOCBALNS HO MYyCYIBMaOHCKOMY MNpasBy, Lapw-
aTCKUM (PeTBaM - OCHOBAM OOTOCJNOBYE, I'DaMMATUKE,
MopdonoTUHN, CTHIAACTHRE, DUTODUKE ¥  UYCYIBMAHCKOH
punocodun. B cuGnuorexe nMeercs npumepHo 200 DyxQo-
nucell Mo BompocaM MEAMUMHH, ACTPOHOMHN II MATEMaTU-
k¥ 1 oxono 90 3x3. Kopana. HauMeHrpmee¢ KoIUUECTBO
pyKomuceil 3aTparuBasT BOADOCH  ANTEPATYpPH, NCTOPUY
n reorpafuy. Huxe nmeonﬂTcﬂ,odmne ZaHHHE O pYyKONN-
cAX:

Kuurny - ey : KOMUYECTBO 2K3.

7t ol R A e : - 90

Kommenrapum - - s 234

“ - x/ f1 Buexan B Codum 3 CeHTACGPA M BO3BPATHICA
2 cenTaldpda I967 1.

VoA






I-p Wced Wssenmun

ApaGckue pyromucu B Hanmomanprofl '

-6ucnnorere Codunm nm.Kupunna ¥
Medozud.

Nszauve Avazenmuu Hayx  Upaxa.

Barzaz, 1968 .
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3. Arabic Poetry; in Iraq, ' in the Ninteenth Century. its Aims
and Trends. Baghdad, 1958. Cairo, 1965.
yavo 5 alallg Yaop slan — aaflasg dalaal 2o CJ\:J] Sl & gﬂ_)gﬂ aslldiy
4. Medern Iraqi Poetry, the Influence of the Political and Social
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[1. Dawud Pasha and; the Decline of the Mamluk Dynasty in Ilaq :
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13. Nationalism and Socialism , their Influence on Modern Poetry ,
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5. Member of the Board of Al-Jamhuria House for Printing and
Publishing.

6. Sometines member of the Publisling Committee * Al-Aqlam”
Review issued by the Ministry of Culture and Guidance .

7. Sometines member of the editorial Committee of “ Al-Mu’allem
Al-Jadid” , a review issued by the Ministry of Education.

8. Chief Editor of “Al-Kitab” Review issued by the Iraqi Writers
and Authors Association.

9. Member of the Board of the Iraqi Academy Review.

PARTICIPATION IN CONFERENCES:

Arab Cultural Conference, Alexandria, 1950.
Orientalists Conference, New Delhi, 1964.
World Writers Conference, Wiemar and Berlin, 1965.

The Urgent Conference of Afro-Asian Writers, Peking, 1966.
Arabic Language Academy Conference, Baghdad, 1965.
Afro-asian Writers Conference, Beirut, 1967.
Arabic Language Academy Conference, Cairo, 1966.
Arab Writers Conference, Cairo 1968,

TRAVELS:

Syria, Turkey, Bulgaria, Rumania, Austiria, Italy, Greece, Holland,

e TR T S o

Belgium, East and West Germany, Spain, France and England,

SOME OF HIS PUBLICATIONS
1. In the Conscience of Time (Poems), Alexandria, Egypt 1950 .

eovae i d,uCNI g ek (2 ) gl el oy
2. Ballads, Alexandria, Egypt, 1953.
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ABRIEF BIOGROPHIC L NOTE ABOUT THE WRITER

NAME: Prof. Dr. Yousif lzzidien
BIRTH: B’aquba, Iraq, 1922
QUALIFICATIONS

a) B. A. Hons. Alexandria University, 1950.

b) M.A. Hons . Alexandria University, 1953.

¢) Ph.D., London University, 1956.

CAREER
Teacher in Secondary Schools.
Lecturer, Faculty of Arts, Baghdad University, 1956.
Assistant Dean, Faculty of Arts, 1958 .
Secretary General, Iraqi Academy since, 1962 .

A

Director General for Press and Guidance, Ministry of Culture and
Guidance, 1966.

Active Member in the Iraqi Academy, 1964.

Professor of Arabic Literature, University of Baghdad.

SOCIAL ACTIVITVIES:

=

1. One of the founders of the Iraqi Writers’ and Authors’ Association.

2. Elected as Secretary for this Association and re-elected several
times..

3. Member of the Administrative Council of the Iraqi Red Crescent

Association.

4. Member of the Royal Society for Literature in London.
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The kindness extended to me by the Director of the Oriental
Department , Mrs. Maria Mihaylova, will, always, remain vivid in
my memory .

I should also like to thank the many representatives of Bulgaria‘s
cultural staff who helped me during my stay, especially Mr. Furat
Al Jawahri, I cannot forget the hospitality and kindness of the
Fam Bairaktarski family, and my thanks goesalso to Miss Penka
Katerinova and Mr . Ioran Peef who accompanied me visits to many
places of interest.

1 wishto record here my sincerest thanksto Mr . Stephan Stoev,
the Bulgarian representative in Iraq. To Mr. Gurguis Awwad,
to my two colleagues : Prof . Dr.Saleh Al - Ali and Prof Dr. M. A.
Marzouk andto my Prof . Dr. Ibrahim Shawket and to Mr . Sabih Radif
the Librarian of the Iraq Academy, and to all those who have helped
ne in completing this book I offer my deeply - felt thanks.

Baghdad Yousif Izzidien
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and kings . One of their Princes was converted to Islam ,and changed

his name to an Arabic one  Jaafar Iben Abdullah ” and struck coinage
bearing his name.

Some of the Muslem authors travelled through Bulgaria ar]d
have left for us avivid idea of the country and its people. Other
writers , however , depend on informations given by those who had
visited the country .

One of the most outstanding Arabic books is that written by Ihn
Fadlan who visited Bulgaria in the 10th century A.D. He gives
us a very interesting picture of the prince of Bulgaria whom
he visited in May, 922 A.D. The Muslem traveller points out
that the Bulgarians vere extremely fcnd of this prince for his
modesty and generosity . He had no need for guards in his travels
throughout the country because he trusted his people .

Trade relations between Bulgaria and the Islamic world were
flourishing . The Bulgarians imported many Arab wares, particularly
textiles, pottery and weapons .

The Bulgarian authorities did their utmost to make my Visit
useful and pleasant in their country They did their best to make
ne feel at home whether in the Library or ontside it.

I cannot forget the great help given to me by Prof . Georgi
DimitrovéGoshkin”, Minister, & famous w riter and head of the Committee
for Friendship and Cultural Relations with foreign countries .
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I began my study of the Arabic MSS in this Library with those
dealing with history, literature, and geography.It was a rather arduous
task to catalogue the MSS as most of the titles and names of the
authors have been lost.

Of the 3,000 Arabic MSS. only 900 had already been catalogued.
Most of the Arabic MSS. were collected from various mosques
n Widen, Smake, Fidin, Shoman and Sophia; and a few of them

have been brought from Cairo, Baghdad and Istanbul.

The most anc’ent Arabic MS. in the library is the “Lataif al Isharat”
by Abul- Qasim Abdul Karim Ibin Hawazin al Qushiry who died
in 465 A.H. (1073 A.D. ) and whose birthday was recently celebrated
by the Central Library. This MS. deals with the commentary of the
second half of the Holy Quran

A rare copy of AL - Idrisi, “Nuzhat ul Mushtaq fi Ikhtiraq al Afaq”
was discovered in the library. Itis a complete copy, written on good
paper, and contains coloured maps. It was copied in 1505 A.D.,
Dr. Boris Christoff Neddkoff, the Bulgarian Orientalist, has published
the Arabic text containing a description of Bulgarian and the neighbou-
ring lands, with a Bulgarian translation . He indicates the difference
between the text and the maps included in this MS. He thinks that

these maps are of a later date than the text.

It should be noted here that Bulgaria was not unknown to the
Arabs during the Middle Ages . It is often mentioned in their books
on history and geography where Muslem authors describe many
interesting things about Bulgarian customs and traditions.
They have also recorded for us the names of the Bulgarian tribes

1



I had the great fortune to be invited to Bulgaria and was afforded
an opportunity to examine the Collection of Arabic manuscripts in the
Central Library of Sophia.

I had never expected to find such a great number of MSS in
the Library. They number more than 3,000 in all branches of
knowledge dealing mainly with the Islamic religion, the Arabic
language, and Islamic philosophy. In addition to these Arabic MSS.
there are about half a million Turkish MSS.

The Library was founded in 1878 A.D., when Bulgaria attained
its independence from the Ottoman rule.

The building is one of the best public libraries 1 have ever seen.
It is close to Sophia University, and goe; bythe name of
“ Cyril & Mithudi Library ” in commemoration of the two great
personalities who created the Bulgarian alphabet. We have to bear
in mind that the Bulgarians wrote in Greek or Latin alphabets
before this innovation.

Cyrille and Methode were brothers from a Greek  father
and Bulgarian mother. Bulgarians still celebrate the memory
of the two scholars on the 14th of May every year. The
day is one of the most important days in Bulgaria on which
students and scholars put on their national costume and take
a prominent part in the ceremony.

i\
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