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Pl. —Upper: A view of Samarra with the eupola of the
mosque and that of the shrine.
Lower: Aerial view of modern Samarra,
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Pl. TII—Plan of the two buildings: the shrine and the mosque,
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Pl. IV—Plan of the cave of Al-Ghaiba.
(f) Sexagonal chamber, dvadl 3 ) ()
(£) Men's Prayer Hall Je N hae ()
(0) Women’s Prayer Hall Al lad (O)
() Clave of Al-Ghaibah wall 3 (f)
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P’l. V-—Bab Ul-Ghaibah, general view






S S —————————

N r

W

i vy

o,

o i

744

Pl. VI-—Bab Ul-Ghaibal, right part.
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Pl. VII—Bab [YI—(v}ldllhlll, cenfral part,
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Pi. VIII-—Bab Ul-Ghaibah, left part.
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Pl. X—Place of Al-Ghaibah, front wall.
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Pl. XI—Place of Al-Ghaibah, left wall.
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INDEX OF PLATES.

PL i Upper: A view of Samarra with the ecupola of the
Mosque and that of the shrine.

Lower: Aerial view of modern Samarra.
PL - ii A view of the shrinf.s with the surrounding courtyard.
Pl. iii  Plan of the two buildings: The shrine and the Mosque.
Pl Plan of the eave of Al Ghaibah.
Bl Bab Ul Ghaibah, general view,
Pl. wvi Bab Ul Ghaibah, right part.
Pl. vii Bab Ul Ghaibah, central part.
Pl. viii Bab Ul Ghaibah, left part.
Pl dx Place of Al Ghaibah, right wall.
Bl x Place of Al Ghaibah, front wall.
Pl i Place of Al Ghaibah, left wall.

Pl. xii Place of Al Ghaibah, Specimens of the Kufic inseription.

Nore: The aerial photograph has been prepared by the ‘Iraai
Roval Air Force. j
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‘IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE MOST MERCIFUL,

MUHAMMAD IS THE APOSTLE OF GOD, PRINCE OF THE FAITHFUL, ALI
BIN ABI TALIB, AL HASAN BIN ALI, AL HUSAIN BIN ALI, ALI BIN
AL HUSAIN, MUHAMMAD BIN ALI, JA’FAR BIN MUHAMMAD, MUSA BIN

JA'FAR, ALI BIN MUSA, MUHAMMAD BIN ALI, ALI BIN MUHAMMAD,
AL HASAN BIN ALI who is abiding by justice, peace be unto them mHis
IS THE WORK OF ALI BIN MUHAMMAD THE OFFSPRING OF MUHAMMAD,

MAY GOD EXTEND HIS MERCY TO HIM.’

This inseription is engraved on three long pieces of wood. The
piece on the right wall is 1.50 m. long. The one on the front wall
is 1.80 m. long, and that on the left wall is 1.50 m. long.



b}

This inseription shows that the door was constructed by order
of the Abbasid Caliph AN-Nasie-Lmbin-Inram in the year 606 =H.
(1209 A.p.) under the control of Mu’ad bin al Husaini bin Sa’ad il
Musawi.

History books available mention that Mu’ad is known as ‘Sharaf
ud-Din abu Tamim Mu’ad bin al Husaini al Musawi’ who died in
617 m. (1220 A.D.).

The following is a translation of the text:

TEXT OF THE INSCRIPTION ON THE SIDES OF THE DOOR

* ¢‘IN THE NAME OF ALLAH THE MOST MERCIFUL. SAY, I DO NoT
ASK OF YOU ANY REWARD FOR IT BUT LOVE OF RELATIVES AND WHOEVER
DOES GOOD WE GIVE HIM MORE OF GOOD THEREOF SURELY ALLAH IS
FORGIVING AND GRATEFUL. THIS WAS CONSTRUCTED BY THE COMMAND
OF OUR LORD AND MASTER THE IMAM WHOSE OBEDIENCE IS IMPOSED UPON
ALL THE I’EOPLE, ABUL: ABBAS AHMAD AN NASIR LIDIN ILLAH, THE
COMMANDER OF THE K FAITHFUL AND THE LIEUTENANT OF THE LORD OF
THE UNIVERSE, WHOSE GOODNESS AND JUSTICE HAVE FILLED THE
COUNTRY, AND WHOSE RIGHTEOUSNESS AND WISDOM HAVE OVERWHELMED
MANKIND. MAY GOD CAUSE HIS NOBLE ORDERS TO BE FRUITFUL BY
CONTINUOUS SUCCESS AND PROSPERITY AND GRANT THEM APPROVAL AND
VICTORY, AND CAUSE HIS EVERLASTING DAYS TO HAVE A LIMIT WHOSE HORSE
MAY NOT STUMBLE, AND HIS GLORIOUS OPINIONS TO HAVE AN EVER
SPARKLING HAPPINESS WITH A MIGHT TO WHICH DESTINIES SUBMIT SO
THAT THOSE WHO REBEL AGAINST HIM MAY OBEY HIM, AND A RULE TO
WHICH THE KINGS MAY RE HUMBLED SURRENDERING THEIR POWERS TO
HIM BY INSTALLING THE MAMLUK (slave) MU’AD BIN AL HUSAINI BIN
SA'AD AL MUSAWI WHO PRAYS FOR LIFE IN HIS EVERLASTING DAYS AND
WISHES TO SPEND THE REST OF HIS LIFE IN INVOCATION FOR HIS
ESTABLISHED STATE. MAY GOD ANSWER HIS PRAYERS AND CAUSE HIM TO
ATTAIN HIS AIM DURING HIS NOBLE DAYS.

MADE IN RABI’A ATH THANI OF THE YEAR 606 A.H AND GOD IS
ENOUGH TO US AND AN EXCELLENT AGENT IS HE. MAY THIE PRAYERS
AND PEACE OF ALLAH BE UPON OUR LORD, THE LAST OF THE PROPHETS,
AND HIS CHASTE RELATIVES AND OFFSPRING.’’ |

KUFIC INSCRIPTION INSIDE THE PLACE OF AL GHAIBAH.

The walls of the Place of Al Ghaibah are decorated with glazed
tiles ornamented and coloured with floral patterns, (Pl. [X—XI),
but between the tiles there is a wooden band extending along the
three walls. This wooden band bears a Kufie inseription carved in
high relief, whose translation is as follows:

* See Arabic text,



4

The Well which is known as Bi’r al Ghaibah (%) is situated at
a corner of this chamber.

BAB UL GHAIBAH. §

The wooden door which forms a partition hetween the chamber
of Al Ghaibah and the men’s prayer hall covers entirely the facade
of the chamber, but two rectangular pieces about 1.25 m. high extend
from the bottom ends covering the lower portion of the prayer hall
completely. (Pl V).

We may, therefore, infer that the length of the door is equal to
the width of the men’s prayer hall and is more than 3 m. high,

The portion of the door covering the facade of the Ghaibah
chamber are in lattice design, but those covering the wall are not.

The lattice is composed of pieces of wood fitted in geometrical
forms displaying three different geometrical designs.

1. The two portions of lattice forming the two door leaves.

2. The tow portions of lattice forming the additional wings of
the door.

3. The arched part of the lattice above the door.

The eombination of these three designs in geometrical network
makes the door most beautiful as a piece of fine art.

The wooden frames of these.la‘ftieed leaves are decorated with
minute engravings. (Plate V—VIII).

THE INSCRIPTION ON THE DOOR.

The inscription is engraved in the outer frame of the partition,
including the two additional rectangular wings.

A beautiful writing in Nuskhi style is carved in relief on an
ornamented background. i

The inscription starts from the bottom of the right rectangle,
rigsing along the outer side, then furning along the upper horizontal
side. It starts again from the bottom of the right rectangle rising
along the inner vertical side and follows its arch until it reaches the
top, from which point the inscription begins to descend from along

the other side until it reaches the bottom of the vertical side of the left
rectangle. The insceription then starts from the upper horizontal

side of the left rectangle and passes to its vertical side running down
to its bottom whenece it passes to the right of the lower side of the
right rectangle extending along the groundsill of the door until it
ends at the extremity of the lower side of the left rectangle.

: Bi'r ul Ghaibah -Well of dispirition, where the caliph al Mahdi is said to
have disappeared.

§Bab ul Gha bah—the door of the disparition chamber,
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THE CAVE OF AL GHAIBAH.*

The cave of al Ghaibah is one of the deep caves dug into the
conglomerate layer mentioned above. It is composed of three main
parts: (see plan on PL 1V):

1. A sexagonal chamber = (M in the plate).
2. A small rectangular room i (N in the plate).
3. A large rectangular room i (C in the plate).

The large rectangular room is commonly known as ‘Men’s
Prayer Hall, while the small one is known as ‘Women’s Prayer Hall,

These parts are connected by two long corridors. One long
corridor connects the Men’s Prayer Hall with the Women’s Prayer
Hall, and another long corridor connects the Men’s Prayer Hall with
the sexagonal chamber.

Each of these three parts is ventillated and lighted through a
long and small window open from the top to the bottom of the outer
wall of the mosque.

The staircase which leads down to and up from the cave is
connected with the sexagonal chamber and consists of 20 steps.

The entrance to the staircase and the cave is situated within the
building of the mosque itself and is constructed in the wall where
the entrance to the prayer hall exists.

The Men’s Prayer Hall is 5.80 m. long and 3.50 m. wide.

The Women’s Prayer Hall is 4.60 m. long and 3 m. wide.

The corridor between the Men’s Prayer Hall and the sexagonal
chamber is 6 m. long.

The corridor between the Men’s and Women’s Prayer Halls is
4 m. long.

The window of the sexagonal chamber is 6 m. long.

The window of the Women’s Prayer Hall is 4.50 m. long.

AL CHAIBAH CHAMBER.

Bab ul Ghaibah is situated at the end of the large rectangular
room, i.e., at the end of the Men’s Prayer Hall.

Behind that door is a small chamber, 1.80 m. long and 1.50 m.
wide. (Pl IV—g).
This chamber is known as the ¢‘Place of Al Ghaibah’’, but it is,

in fact, a part of the large rectangular room. The door in front of
it is merely a lattice partition separating the echamber from the rest

of the room.

tCave of Disparition.
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MOSQUE AND SHRINE.

The new mosque of Samarra is situated in the centre of the
modern town. (Pl 1. air photograph).

The town, viewed from a distance, shows two cupolas of which
one is covered with gilt tiles and the other with eoloured and decorated

tiles. (Pl. T—upper figure).

Each of these two cupolas belongs to a building independent of
the other. The larger and gilt one dominates the building of the
shrine, (pl. IT—lower part of plan) while the smaller and eoloured
one dominates the mosque. (PL II—upper part of plan).

The shrine contains the remains of the two Imams, Anr AL Hapr

and Hasan Arn ‘Askarr, and is situated in the centre of a rectangular
building having two minarets standing at the two cormers of the
southern side. (Pl. III). - This building is surrounded on three
sides by a spacious courtyard whose outer side is divided into a
series of 62 small 4wans in all.

The courtyard is 78.80 m. long and 77.10 m. wide.
The shrine itself is 43 m. long and 38 m. wide.

The mosque, though continuous with the courtyard, forms a
separate building independent of the shrine and surrounded by a
large courtyard on three sides.

The courtyard is 83.80 m. long and 61.50 m. wide.

the mosque building is 35 m. long and 29 m. wide.

The Ghaibah eave is situated in this portion under the building
of the mosque itself and is composed of many parts. (See drawing
mpl TV

THE CAVES OF SAMARRA.

The left bank of the river Tigris which is in line with the town
of Samarra forms a ridge of several metres above the level of the
right bank.

Under the earthen layer of this ridge lies a layer of conglomerate
rock composed of pebbles of various sizes cemented together.

The rising of the site above water level in this manner, on the
one hand, and the existence of this rocky layer at a depth almost in
level with the surface, on the other hand, render the digging of deep
caves under the buildings quite possible,

Samarra is, consequently, rich with many caves dug under the
ancient remains of old palaces and houses, as well as beneath the
modern dwelling places,
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BAB UL GHAIBAH

at

SAMARRA

Ix the eave known as ‘Ghaibat ul Mahdi’ * at Samarra there is
a beautiful wooden door, dating from the time of the Abbasid Cahph
AN-NAgIR-LDiN-ILLAH.

This precious relic is composed of many latticed pieces and
ornamented with beautiful engravings and inscriptions showing great
skill in wooden handicraft and perfect delicacy of taste in technical
exeeution,

No european scholars have hitherto had the opportunity to study
this door; and owing to the fact that mo publication worthy of its
seientific and historieal value has as yet been issued, the Directorate
of Antiquities finds it, therefore, its duty to acquaint the scientifie,
as well as the Arab, world with this precious object. Consequently,
the special photographer of the Department was sent out to take
suitable photographs of the door and its component parts, while the
department’s engineer was detailed to prepare on the spot drawings
of the cave to which the door belongs.

The Department of Antiquities is very glad now to issue this
pamphlet with the relevant photographs and plans for the informa-
tion of the public and scholars about this piece of fine art which was

manufactured more than seven centuries ago.

*bhd:bat Ul Mahdi—the disparition of Mahdi.

4)’)/
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