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Besides, the book contains a detailed study of measure and
rhytbm, which goes to establish the possibility of a universal
method in composing both poetry and music ; perhaps the most
elaborate and extensive study ever written on the subject.

The other studies embodied in the book, which deal with
musical beauty and the harmony of sounds, have tried to confirm
the one-ness of beauty in all the phenomena of nature, governed
as they are by musical proportion. The study of this proportion
may lead, asthe author says, to unveiling the secrets that
shroud the inherent nature of created things. It is verily a theory
of great importance to the whole world, as it involves the
following consequences :

1) — The possibility of transforming matter, its blending and synthesis
as is done with lones and chords,

2) — The invention of various appliances, thal might accrue from the
material realization of such theories,

3) — The establishment of accurale standardized proportions for all lhal
affects the senses, such as colours, drugs elc.. Then, if will be
possible to treat diseases efficaciously from the outset, withoul
resorting lo empirical and lentative methods. For, disease, as the
word implies, is a dis-ecase or a disorder that befalls the series
of proportions on which every organ of the body is based. Medicine
constituted on mathematical calculations is exact and never fails.
It is like applying the right key to the lock for which it was
made. Fuailing to find the right key, we are obliged lo Iry very
many before the lock is opened.

ey .

This is only a brief summary of the topics and studies
treated in this rare volume. It is hoped that it will receive a
wide circulation; and in order to speed this, governments,
institutions, universities, and private intellectuals are called to
collaborate in baving it translated into as many languages as
possible, so that the world may profit from the researches of
the author whilst he is still living, for his co-operation in the
practical application of these theories is sure to give the world
valuable services and benefits.

The publisher

IBN ZEYDOUN PRINTING SHOFP



This theory is discussed and developed by the author, in
the chapter which speaks of musical proportion, an original
research in the domain of mathematics. The book also abounds -
in numerous interesting studies in the sciences and arts, which
may lead to the discovery of the metamorphosis and evolution
of all beings.

Interpreting « The role of music in the erection of peace »
the author likened the actual status of humanity to a motor-car
at the foot of a steep mountain ; to get to the top, it must be
started in first gear, in order to give it the force of momentum
for further acceleration. This momentum which humanity needs
in climbing the ladder of peace, lies in its success in achieving an
agreement on any one of the issues wherein the ideas and direc-
tives are at variance; and as the unification of the language of
music is based on scientific and mathematical axioms, it becomes
evident that we should begin with it, so that our method of
procedure in traversing this preliminary step may serve as a
guide and criterion to our succeeding advances.

The author consolidates his point of view by another theory,
non the less important, advocated in his lecture at the third
UNESCO Conference, confirming that the tones based on simple
proportions and natural intervals evoke in the soul a feeling
of gentleness and serenity, thus indirectly leading to peace.
Whereas, on the other hand, tempered tones based on unnatural
complex proportions, create an atmospbere of chaos and lack of
ease, exciting bellicose instincts, and thus indirectly leading to war.

This is further corroborated by the sensation of uneasiness
and disgust felt by any person when he hears his mother
tongue badly pronounced by a foreigner. It is thus necessary
that people always endeavour to produce modes and tones in
accordance with the natural order. This is a brilliant theory in
modern psychology, and may lead to the rectificalion of the lan-
guage of Occidental music, bringing about the desired unification.

The book also tackles the theories of the diverse musical
scales adopted by the various nations, and clarifies with simpli-
city and accuracy the Arab method of notation. Then, it lays
down a new system for international notation of music — a
system far simpler than the one in vogue — providing about
a 50 °/s saving in labour and space,



THE PHILOSOPHY OF ORIENTAI MUSIC

« A short review »

Experts and competent authorities have agreed that « The
Philosophy of Oriental Music » is a unique work for the
following reasons :

1) — It is an unprecedented Encyclopedia of musicology.
2) — Il solves by means of scientific laws and maihematical proofs the various

artislic problems which confronted the Cairo musical Conference 1932.
3) — Il calls for the universal unification of the language of music, as

a preliminary slep towards the rapprochement of tastes, and ulfi-
malely the establishunent of peace.

Sounds preceded speech, and differ from it in being prac-
tically identical in all tongues. The sounds of Nature, our great
Teacher, — the rustling of leaves, the roaring of thunder, the
whispering of the breeze and the rippling of the waves etc.. —
are the same everywhere. If nations are unable to agree upon
sich a simple matter as musical modes, which are the natural
proportions between sounds, as authenticated by scientific
and technical proofs, how can they agree on matters more
complicated, such as the unification of languages, creeds, political
regimes and other problems that lack scientific support 2

It is, therefore, of vital importance that the efforts of
international reformers be at first directed towards the unifica-
tion of the language of music. We shall thus be able to discern
whether or not the nations of the world are really willing in
good faith to achieve this end, and after realizing it, we will
pass on to the next step. Otherwise, we labour in vain to
attain the higher aims.

It behooves every thinker to peruse the « Philosophy of
Oriental Music » in order to comprehend the value of musicology
and its mathematical, physical, literary and artistic import. For
« The Universe is Music » as the ancients said ; which means the
Universe is a system of musical proportions governing and
organizing everything therein. The study of these proportions
leads to the comprehension of the formation of all created
things,



THE PHILOSOPHY OF ORIENTAL MUSIC

BY

MICHAEL ALLAWERDI
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Their exorbitant cost so carelessly squandered to destroy
life would doubtlessly have sufficed to eradicate poverty,
disease and ignorance from the face of the globe and to wipe
away tears from every sorrowful eve and the pangs of anguish
from every heart broken by tyranny, misery and deprivation.

Troubled humanity requires sweet tones to soothe its
irritated nerves and is badly in need of long term projects of
peace - some of which I outlined in my abovementioned book-.

It is in need of leaders who are prepared treat its problems
with frankness and conviction and not with intrigue and war. It
has had enough of those who consider obstinacy and private
interests the ecriterion and allege that honour would not be
maintained other than by sacrificing victims on its altar as
though artificial honour were supreme to Him, the Supreme Being,
whom the psalmist addressed by saying “ Thou art not pleased
with burnt-offerings, the sacrifice acceptable before Thee is a
broken spirit 7.

Woe to those who divert men from a life of abundance,
art and beauty and drive them into massacres like herds. Woe
to them “ on the day when neither wealth nor children shall
avail but only the approach to God with a pure heart ”.

In closing I wish to say that as the fire of the torch of
Olympus cannot reach the centers of Olympian festivals unless
it be carried and protected by generous and careful hands, so
the torch kindled by the Creator in the heart of man to guide
him into bliss and perfection must be attended lo with care and
generosity so that its sacred flame does not become extinguished
by the storms of controversies and the whirlwinds of raging
wars but shall keep burning until the Omnipotent Wisdom shall
see fit to establish on this earth a kingdom based not on the
carnal pleasures of the mortal body but on the spiritual bliss of
the immortal soul.

MICHAEL ALLAWERDI

Damascus, May 1951
Author of

« The Philosophy of Oriental Music »
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The evil spirit then goes to the diplomats and politicians
and intimates that a peaceful solution does not conform to the
usages and practices of diplomacy being childishly naive and
a sign of ignorance of human nature.

Often enough politicians become impressed with these subtle
insinuations and overlook the Divine message that the bliss of
Heaven reflects itself mostly on earth through innocence and
not through complications.

Vainly would they wander in seareh of other solutions
in this bewildering quandary and find no other alternative
except more wars and more conflicts and the whole of humanity
is thus dragged by the infernal master, who grins complacently,
into the hell of misery and destruction and no one can tell how
long the world will remain blind to truth.

I admit that this simple solution is not a recognized
principle in the book of ancient diplomacy but T have no doubt
that it will soon constitute the key-note of new diplomacy and
will become the beacon that shall light the future steps of hu-
manity, when strife and war become stories of the past and the
love of peace will reign supreme, which, I hope, will not be far
off. How would one fare then if he does not prepare himself
from now for this new era by exercising faith in his fellow men ?

Ladies and Gentlemen! Mankind has suffered ineffable
calamities and innumerable victims throughout history in the
struggle against those who withheld its freedom of thought and
of speech until it won. The fruits of this victory must be
preserved and safeguarded, yet like the freedom of traffic in
our thoroughfares it must be controlled by laws and regulations
to avoid collision and accident and in my opinion such control
must be exercised through logic and reason whilst the freedom
of speech must be governed by eandour and propriety lest it lead
to misunderstanding and estrangement, especially if hired for
mercenary purposes.

Indeed it is “ cold war ” sedulously provoked by acrimonious
recriminations that more than anything else lead to active war.

Why don’t we, therefore, halt to visualize the disastrous
catas‘rophes of war ? Ye leaders of thought! Hasn’t Humanity had
enough of the appalling effects of wars? What services did their
destruction and the regularity with which they occured render
to the world? Which of its problems have they solved ? Haven’t
they retarded our progress towards Perfection ? Should they
forever remain the sole means of arbitration between nations ?
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Whereas disputes relating to material interests may be settled
on the basis of full or partial indemnification, those relating to
abstract or moral considerations, such as influence, honour and
the like cannot be resolved except by toleration and forbearance
by the parties concerned.

There is a story about two brothers who became engaged in
a dispute over some fruit, unheeding the gentle supplications of
their mother but when she ordered them with firmness to
desist one of them murmured “ tell him to stop first” and the
other retorted with a heavy panting “let him rather cease
first, and you suggest a solution ”.

Perplexed, the mother said “I have no solution to impose
but he of you who has the nobler heart and is more fond of me
than the other shall cease first ” and they both ceased almost
simultaneously.

On reviewing the matter calmly it appeared that the whole
issue cropped up out of a trifling difference and when they
became reconciled it did not take them long to discover that they
behaved like fools, and they both regretted the time their
wounds needed to heal up and the expense of acquiring new
clothes.

The differences between nations are not unlike those which
arise between individuals and no wonder for those who repre-
sent the national and international interests of peoples are
human beings after all and it is unfair to imagine the leaders
of the world as mere puppets without feelings jostled and moved
by interested perpetrators from behind a screen.

The secret of the greatness of a nation does not lie in the
magnitude of its wealth or production, nor in the extent of its
territory and population but is rather gauged by standards of
love of humanity, our great mother.

The position of leadership is open before all individuals
and peoples but it can best be filled by he who stems first
the tide of violence and bloodshed by averting struggles before
they actually begin or by being first to end a fight already in
progress.

Not unfrequently, however, the evil spirit intervenes, being
ever on the alert and with a hoarse whisper insinuates to each
of the two parties in the conflict that they should not be first
in ceasing a fight. * The adversary might attribute it to weak-
ness and failure” it would say.
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ones, through subtlety, {llusion and brutal force acquire the lion's
share and leave to the weak that which can hardly ward off
starvation.

It is through such interference with Nature’s smoothness
that the deep chasm of alienation appeared between the classes
and as the years rolled on the struggle increased in magnitude
and intensity with the result that natural justice and equality
were lost and the virtues of mercy and pity disappeared from
the hearts of men.

Many reformers and rulers attempted to improve conditions
all through the various stages of history and took upon themselves
to cut the Gordian knof, but most of them were directed from
behind the screen by groups having personal interests and thus
instead of improving matters they acgravated them because
they overlooked the fundamental factors and did not abide by
the golden rule which says “Do unto the others that which you
would like others to do unto you”.

Ladies and Gentlemen! I worked as an expert and arbitrator
between individuals as well as in the courts of justice and
my experience of twenty five years in these matters taught me
that every dispute or quarrel is provoked by difference over
the partitioning of right, so to speak, more than over right itself.

‘Never has absolute right been onehundred percent on one
side in any issue. Its proportion may vary between 1 and 99°/%
on the one side but there is always something, the balance of
100°/,, on the other side.

Nevertheless each one of the two parties, regardless of what
percentage of right he possesses, imagines that « all » the right
is his'and insists on his claims on this basis.

To settle a dispute peaceably, by persuasion, both adversaries
have to have recourse to a disinterested, conscientious and
intelligent arabitrator who is capable of defining a ratio for
partitioning the right between them as accurately as a chemist
who weighs the minutest quantites of drugs down to the fraction
of one milligram. The solution of any issue would, of course,
be facilitated to a great extent, if every one of the parties
concerned knew the exact proportion of his legitimate right.

Arbitrators who uphold right against wrong were described
by the Arab poet Safyieddin el-Hilli in the following way :

« Strong as Pharoahs when inimically provoked
Standards of justice when asked to arbitrate,
The universe approves when they lodge a claim
And when they invoke the ages reecho Amen. »
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‘supported as it is by substantial and mathematical proofs, how
‘can men agree on matters more complicated such as the unifi-
cation of languages, creeds, political regimes and other problems
“open for dispute and dissention ?° The controversies due to
differences of opinion are prone to lead to-fanaticism as every
party intransigently upholds the views it sponsors and the
inevitable outcome of this is misunderstanding, indiscrimination
‘and quarrel - the vegetating seeds of war.

Whereas the unification of the language of music initiates a
‘new systsm for disposing of the diversity of views and solutions,
‘I' wistfully and earnestly urge the immediate application of the
“above scheme in all debatable issues for in it lies the panacea

of ‘all ills accruing from the major disease which has thus far

. challenged the salutary efforts of peace lovers, namely the
~clamorous conflict over the bare and simple fruth, which continues
to block the road of peace.

: But what is this « Peace » which is so widely advocated
~yet so reluctantly achieved ? Why has it not struck root in the
_hearts of men, so long ds no one has ever ventured to decry it ?
T beheve because most of the responsible leaders say
what they do not do and deal with the ramifications and external
~crust of matters rather than their buried roots and basic factors.

Indeed useless would be the treatment of cankerous ckm
‘emptlons with sedative ointments if the toxemia causing them
“continues to lurk in the  blood within. Quccess befriends only
“those who explore the heart of truth.

War does not lull controversies on social beliefs any more
than the religious ones, but just the reverse it intensifies them
and fans their flames and nothing except toleration and mutual
understandmg could obviate jarring friction through lubrication of
‘the wheels of- ‘cooperation.

Why do men, therefore, do injustice to themselves as long as
they cannot progress unless their souls within improve ? Nature
will not alter her irrevocable laws to cater for the avarice of
man and yet she never begrudges him her liberal gifts of light,
air and water without which life on the face of this globe would
have been extinct and its silver cord could not have survived in
harmonious continnity throughout the ages.

Strange enough, some have no compunction in marring the
beauty of this scheme of things and in knotting and twisting that
fine cord by avaricious and lustful manipulations. Look at them
fight over the produce of the earth begotten from nature’s
generous gifts of light, air and water. Behold how the siroug
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' To those who contest: the possibility of application of this
theory I would say : “ Where there is a will there is a way ”,
Thus only would Peace reign supreme, its serenity pervading
every soul and dispersing every difficulty, as the wind disperses
the feathery clouds.

I bave already advocated this tlleory from the Platform of
the UNESCO Conference in Beirut, and men of thought there
were extremely interested in it and Dr. Julian Huxley wrote me
a letter to say that my speech was * of the greatest interest ”.

The third picture I want to expose to you is that of Arabism
in government and administration. This is the picture of the
venerable and upright Caliph Omar trudging in the silence of the
night with a heavy sack of flour on his back to the cottage of
a poor widow who was beguiling her hungry children by boiling
pebbles in a pot... Not only did he assign to her a permanent
pension but he also insisted on getting from her a declaration of
rehabilitation to lay under his head on his interment.. Such were
the actions of a man of conscience, aware of the responsibilities
and obligations of his office. Never did history record such annals
of magnanimity of soul and nobility of spirit, nor is there among
the potentates of the world today anythig like it in humility
and commiseration. If such an example were emulated the short
span of life would pass in security and peace.

These three pictures and others like them constitute the
“ Arabism ” which survived history.. All else is trash and im-
posture. The “ Arabism ” of which we boast is truth and mercy,
perseverence and honesty, organization and fraternity. It is the
super state or the Government of the wise as Plato put it. Call
it whichever you choose — the appelation is of little import —
for good is good whatever be the name you give to it.

These pictures and the like are bound to invade the world,
not through the might of wealth and arms, nor through the
power of rulers and enacted laws but through conviction and the
winning of admirers and friends. But where are the men of rank
and power who would respond to this appeal? Where are those
who would put into practice these views which I am endeavouring
to voice within the scope of my capacity and speciality ? Indeed
it peace is to be truly secured, every individual in the world
must aet according to his capacity and knowledge.

1 have preached in my book « The Philosophy of Qriental
Music » the universal unification of the language of music on
scientific principles as a fundamental step in the erection of
World Peace, and it is my belief that if no agreement among
the nations could be arrived at on such a matter as this,

2356 °
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still be seen on the mandolin, but when they came in contact
with the Greeks, the Persians, the Hindus and other peoples,
they adopted a great many of their tones and the Arabian
frets had consequently to be increased and when they became
too numerous and inadequate they knocked them off altogether
but they kept their proportions, This action signified an initial
recognition by tbe Arabs of the universality of the musical
language and confirmed that tones and sounds are free like air,
unsubjectable to the rules of language and speech.

Indeed art knows no natiopality or home, for it is a bond
of spiritual fellowship. It is on this basis that all tones and
tunes of the oriental music rallied under the banner of Arab
Art, which, through its comprehensive organisation aims at
establishing a unified world of art, just as nature integrates the
~wide variety of animals, birds and flowers. This is what I claim
to be the kinship of art and the essence of the spiritual tie
which defies explanation.

; The second aspect I have in mind is the picture of Arabism

in sociology and economics. This is the portrait of rich and
wealthy Arab citizens carrying the tithes to the public treasury,
exploring streets and villages in quest of the distressed and
indigent, but in vain did they search for all the people enjoyed
sufficiency and affluence and the result was that the state
‘treasury abounded and overflowed with their donations.

Could there be any more substantial proof of the height
attained by the Arabs up the ladder of humanity and beneficence
and of their disdain of Mammon, the adored god of nowadays ?
Had the peoples of our time been favoured with such virtues,
they would have been able to ward off the evils of war and of
the conflicting social creeds, but alas! the men of our age are led
by their avarice and lust which collaborate together in diverting
them from spiritualism to materialism and even in pushing some
of them to scorn the very spirit of religion and good morals.

The world is being led astray and nothing can save humanity
from imminent collision and destruction except the sefting down
of a minimum limit to poverty and a maximum limit to wealth.

This can best be done by an act of the United Nations and
mankind might then be spared the appalling apprehensions of
want and penury, and the execution of the relevent provisions
of the Atlantic Charter will be insured. Toghra’i, the famous Arab
poet said:

« Why covetest thou to possess the tempestuous sea
When a sip from the oozing rock sufficeth thee ? »



ARABISM AND PEACE
Translation of a speech in 'Arébic broadcast from the S.B.S., Damascus,

by MICHAEL. ALLAWERDI, auther of « The Philosophy of Oriental Music »
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" The following views are not for any one nation or time

but are for all peoples and all times.

In my book * The Philosophy of Oriental Music ” which-got
me the honour of nomination to the NOBEL Peace Prize, and in
my speech at the UNESCO Conference in Beirut on « The role of
music in the erection of peace » I made a brief reference in passing
on Arabism and world art. Now I am going to further develop
this subject of *“ Arabism > with which I initiated my said book.

What purports this term,. Arabism ? Is it invasion and
imperialism ? Is it lands and territories joined together ? Does it
imply dynasties and regimes, particular inferests and racial
controversies ? I say it is none of these, for these are :

« Puppets and spectres that pass and vanish,
The steering hand alone abiding. »

That which pertains to the earth to it remains and the earth
is God’s, inherited by his fit servants. Nations, countries and
. homelands are nothing more than ideas living in history.

Arabism is an everlasting concept surviving on account of
its inherent values which I can best demonstrate by exhibiting
to you three of its aspects which I wish T could present in
"vivid tints, for I believe that art, more than anything, enhances

“ the interpretation of expressed thoughts '

The first of these aspects is that of Arabism in arts and
sciences. This is the picture of Arab men of letters at work;
writing, editing, compiling and translating the eminent works in
all branches of knowledge. It is the portrait of Arab musical
scientists modulating or removing the frets from the finger
boards of stringed musical instruments. It was these men that
constituted the indispensable link between the ancient and the
modern ages. They transcribed the works of the ancients and
added and improved on them, bequesting their invaluable
treasures to the progeny. I woud like to make here a special
reference to the field of music where Arab scientists made
great achievements. At first the Arabs used to fret their stringed
instruments in order to mark the various tones.” Sueh frets can
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