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Introduction

his new print of 4 Book of Poems of Sheikh Abbas Mulla Ali,

coming almost fifty years after its original publication, should

give the interested reader a glimpse of the intellectual, social
and religious life of one of the centers of the Arabic literature — MNajaf,
Iraq — back in the early decades of the Nineteenth Century Iraq. Those
with knowledge of the Arabic language who will venture into the variety
of its themes and areas of interest would learn a great deal of the then
young poet who lived to be only about 32 years of age prior to his
departure, as the collector of the poems points out, with a broken heart
over the love of his mentor’s young daughter. The romantic as well as
the personal and social expressions of the author’s feelings towards life in
general and his colleagues and friends in specific are truly illustrative of

the times he lived in.

Descendants of the Author
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