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'A Tribute to the Memory
of
NAOUM FAIK

The well-known Syriac scholar, publisher
and editor of the following Syriac Journals:

Kowkab El-Shark
Al-lttehad
Beth-Nahreen

and author of inspiring popular songs and
literary works.

1868 - 1930

This book is a biography of his life and
works, and an authology of his eulogies
upon his death.

By Murad Fuad Chukkey.
~ T
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Copies of this book can be obtained

from Bshar Boyajy, Suffern, N. Y.

The money derived from the sale of this
book will be used to publish and distribute
the many other literary gems, of the de-
ceased, Naoum Faik.
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UN GRAND PATRIOTE
NAOUM FAIK

Je n'ai point vu NaouM FAIE; mais dés I'Age de douxe ans
j'ai trés rarement manqué ses articles,

A l'fige oli j"avais le droit d'étre volage et de ne point te-
pir cing minutes & une place, je m'emfermais pendant de longues
heures dans ma chambre o1 je feuilletais avec un plaisir et un intérét

de plus en plus accrus les pages de sa revue: le & Beil-Nabrein- ».

C’est donc & fravers ses écrits que j'ai pu enfrevoir I'une
des personnalités les plus fortes,'une des figures les plus attachan-
tes dont notre histoire nationale contemporaine puisse s'enor-
gueillir.

Certes, Naoum Faik n'est pas le seul écrivain qui ait em-
belli les pages de notre littérature; d'avtres avant lui ont passé.
Mais ils onf eu le tort de ne chanter que la bonté de Dieu ef la beau-
té du Paradis. C'était |l une conception aussi fausse que dange-
reuse de la religion qui ne pouvait manquer d'enraciner la supers-

tition dans I'Eme candide de nos aYeux et d'en déraciner l'esprit
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national. La supériorité du directeur de « Beito-Nabrein » 4 nos
autres éerivains est donc dite 4 son orientation nette vers le
nationalisme. . . Il fut sans contredit l'un des premiers qui contri-
buérent & créer chez nous un mouvement patriotique d'un admi-
rable élan, brisé hélas! par la grande guerre.

Il se trouvera bien des gens pour prétendre que le natio-
nalisme est aujourd’hui quelque chose de 'périmé, qui n'a plus sa
raison d'étre; mais il est aisé de concevoir que pour de petites na-
tions, comme la nétre, dont l'existence est & chaque instant mena-
cée, il est comme le morceau de bois auquel le naufragé s'accroche
avec désespoir,

Du reste le nationalisme de Naoum Faik se traduit non
point par une xénophobie insupportable, mais bien par un débor-
dement d’activités qui tendait wvers la renaissance de sa nation.
Mais s'il poursuivait, cependant, d'une implacable haine les peuples
qui avaient causé l'écroulement de ses compatriotes il s'en prenait
encore davantage A ceux de ses compatriotes qui furent les artisans
volontaires ou involontaires de cette décadence et dans sa revue
qui paraissait une fois tous les mois, au prix de quels sacrifices,il
criait sa haine 4 leur figure avec cette magnifique indépendance
d’esprit frondeur qui le caractérisait.

Je me limagine encore écrivant ume & une les lignes de
sa revue qu'il lithographiait.

A coté de lui une femme wvieille l'aide; c'est sa compagne

Il est déja cassé, non point par l'dge, mais par la fatigue
des veillées et aussi, hélas, par des jours de privation. Car il mou-
rut pauvre comme le Grand Corneille, justifiant ainsi la parole du
sage :

Malheur & celui qui a du mérite.

Pendant quarante ans sans une plainte, sans un brin de
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déconragement, ce grand homme ne cessa cependant de fravailler
pour cette idée,chére a lui,d’une renaissance nationale que son ceeur
enveloppait d'un amour sans égal, sans limite et dont il chanta avec
tendresse avec joie et aussi avec regret la grandeur et le faste d'an-
tan, et pleura avec amertume et mélancolie la misére d'avjourd’hui,

Il avait l'orgueil de ses ancétres et un enthousiasme juvé-
nile pour les grands ancétres qui jetérent les bases de la civilisa-
tion moderne.ll pensait que c'était une injustice que tant de magni-
ficences soient d'un seul coup, disparues sans espoir de retour.

J'ai justement l4 sur ma table sa photographie qui ne me guitte
jamais. Des yeux,d'une acuité extraordinaire,semblent tenter de voir
loin, bien loin, & travers 'espace, au deli des horizons, quelque cho-
se de cher, de trés cher. Mais les obstacles sont nombreux, l'effort
s'y brise. Alors, un sourire amer, nostalgique, tend les traits régu-
liers et paisibles de sa figure intelligente jusqu'a lui donner un air
hallocinant de doute mélé d'amertume. Il semble dire an destin :

Je connais ta cruauté, tu précipites les événements au gré
de ta fantaisie qui est toujours & l'antipode de celles des pauvres
mortels. Mais peut-étre pour une fois. . .

Hélas, non, mé&me pour lui le destin fut cruel; il est mainte-
nant enfoui dans une terre qui n'est point celle de son pays et qu'i
ne voulait, certes pas, qu'elle soit sa tombe.

Car les os du [grandYpatriote ne peuvent trouver du re-

pos que dans la terre de ses illustres ancétres.

Crurrr A. DarAgD.
Alep — Syrie
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EN MEMOIRE DE
NAOUM FAIK

Ce sont les grands hommes qui constituent la gloire d'one
nation et leurs ceuvres perpetuent sa wvie,

Un peuple n'est vraiment glorieux que quandil a des en-
fants dont il peut &tre fier. L'intelligence des savants est une
épée qui prouve qu'il ¥ a vitalité intellectuelle et bravoure dans un
pays.

De méme un bon éléve imite I'exemple des illustres compa-
triotes en s'efforcant d'acquérir leur culture et de les égaler en
courage,

Nous les pauvres descendants des Assyriens, nous ne som-
mes quo'une petite poignée d'individus disséminés partout; et que
malheureusement ne possédons aucun héritage matériel des immen-
ses trésoreries de nos nobles ancétres, ni méme un lopin de ter-
re, nous avons néanmoins le méme sang pur et l'esprit de notre au-
guste race.

Ma plume ne peut décrire I'éloge du talent et de I'érudi-
tion de l'illustre Professeur Naoum Faik, qui a été I'une de nos der-
niéres étoiles rayonnantes dans le ciel pur de la Mésopotamie. Je
laisse la tiche de décrire sa vie aux plus compétents auteurs puis-

qu'ils le connaissent mieux que moi, Il ne reste donc qu'a ajouter mon
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tribut d'admiration et d’honneur 4 la mémoire du grand mort Na-
oum Faik et d'affirmer vivement qu'il n'est pas mort,mais qu'il vit
éternellement dans les ceeurs de tous les intellectuels Assyriens et
Chaldéens; et que je ne connais pas un plus grand tribut d’honneur
qui soit donné & un personnage de cette valeur.

Le 13 Aofit 1951

Aspurasan Davoun B. D.
Istanboul
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It has been my misfortune not to have known ptrsana]]y.
our lamented patriot, Mr Naoum Failk, whose death anniversa-
ry the Assyro-Chaldean Community of Paterson is to-day comme-
morating. The cause for which he labored so disinterestedly and
so heroically has always been as dear to my heart as it was to his.
What made his efforts for the welfare of the Assyro-Chaldean
nation so beneficial and so fruitful was his utler lack of personal
interest and material ambition. To him, to help in any way the so-
cial, religious and intellectual advancement of his beloved country
was the supreme expression of Christian love, charity and duty.
To him, to work for his race was a duty and a pleasure; to suffer
for his people was a noble sacrifice. May our race produce more
such heroic workers and toilers in the vineyard of our long-suf-
fering nation, for the greater welfare of mankind and for the glory
of the Assyro-Chaldean churches .
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May the Lord bless his name and memory and grant his
soul eternal rest in the blissful company of the thousands of martyrs
and saints of the old and glorious Assyro-Chaldean Church, and
may the example of his life and virtues be an ever inspiring lesson
to all his countrymen and friends.

Rev. Gaerier Qussant
St. Joseph Seminary
Feb. 1 1931 Yonkers N. Y.
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A BRIEF STUDY IN THE PALAK NATIONALISM
By Dr.- BARSOM PERLEY LI B.

( ENOW THYSELF ) — JSocrales

Gentlemen.— I accept your invitation to express my im-
pressions, estimates and comments on this great Assyrian , and I
feel now very much obliged to return thanks for the great honor
done me., Your undertaking, I must admit, is in itself, very bean-
tiful, It will render a great name immortal that truly deserves im-
mortality, He is not merely a great man, he is a symbal of true
national morality. He revealed his patriotism and concealed the
patriot ; he revealed his philosophy and concealed the philoso-
pher. I, therefore, make no apology for my topic. This work
is & genuine tribute to a dead hero. His name will be one of the
few names that will stand out in bold relief against the sky of our
history, burning in letters of living light. The loss of our great men
and the records of their ideas has been the greatest tragedy of the
nation, To preserve and keep fresh the memory of such a distin-
guished gentleman in the minds of four rising generation is per ve
a tolken of ripe wisdom. His life will aremind us to make our lives
sublime. » He is not an ordinary person, He is representative, a-
ble, remarkable. Nature has deprived us of such a man. His death
is a national event - a lamp has been extinguished and a brain has

ceased fto work. We shall seek him with the Diogenesian lantern
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but alas, we shall find him not ! The eternal curtain has fallen and
the man of the hero-morality is with us no longer! You are moti-
vated by a noble desire to honor those whom you think worthy of
honor. You will have your reward in the grateful recognition not
only of the nation but of a large host of those who will profit from
his busy and fruitful thought as well.

Ethnographically we are the representatives of the an-
cient Assyrian and Chaldean stock, the subjects of Sargon and Sen-
nacherib. By virtue of race we are Semitic. Bait-Nahrein ( Meso-
potamia in Greek terminology ) was our ancient home, the land of
the two rivers - Euphrates and Tigris. Our language is that of the
kingdom of Aram known as &#Aramaie or aSyriacy., It was once
the common lingua franca in all the lands between Babylon and
the Mediterranean[®|. How once dominating this language was ap-
pears from the fact that the province of “Syria”, known to the Ro-
mans, did not refer to any country ever occupied by any king of
Syria, but simply to the land, under Roman dominion, occupied by
“Syriac” speaking peoples. It is onaccount of this event that we are
sometimes loosely called in books “ Syrians”, “Syrian Church”, etc.

Perhaps no nation has played a more important part in the
up-building of human civilization in its earlier stages than our fore-
fathers. William N. West, the great historian, has called our land
“the early home of civilization” [**]. Nineveh was the great factory
of its day. Nineveh, "the capitol of the world" was the great com-
mercial center. The extensive wars of Assyria, cruel as they
were,were not merely for love of conguest: they were largely commer-
cial in purpose, to win “a place in the sun,” like most modern wars,

and to secure the trade of Syria and Pheenicia, and o ruin trade

[] Ch.: "“The Assyrians * by Dr. W, A, Wigram. 1928 London.
[*] *World Progress’, p. 35.
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centres, like Damascus, Jerusalem and Tyra that were competing
with Nineveh. We need not catalogue here their high achievements
in human civilization. The facts are too well known to the students
of History and Anthropelogy. Suffice it to say here that they were
the political masters of the Near East for many centuries be-
fore the Christian era. They held the whole East in fee and were
the safeguards of civilization.

This most glorious and powerful nation has now been deci-
mated and reduced to sectarian fragments. This division has been
the most disastrous curse of the nation. It has brought us well-nigh
to total destruction.

The present five religious divisions of our nation may well
be likened to the five fingers on one hand. Let each finger represent
a single division of the nation. The fingers are nol unrelated.
They inter-depend and for forceful action they must be brought
together info a unified whole that is called the " fist.”

If we could produce an army dedicated to the practice of
this principle and consecrated in the doctrine—whose chief expo-
nent was Nacum Palak — that freedom of conscience in the mat-
ter of religious worship, and frue loyalty to nationalism are ideas
not in conflict with one another, we shall be able to build a new
emancipated and intellectual Assyrian commonwealth. True that
by an accident of birth, he was a Jacobite, but in his heart of hearts,
Naoum Palak was a true Assyrian, as well. His loyalty o his
church did not interfers with his loyalty to his nation. Such was the
philosophy of his nationalism. His whole life was a solemn procla-
mation of these principles. It was a militant effort to uproot the
old and to re-fashion our new ways and ultimately to arouse in us
a sense of nmational unity. Religion is personal rather than instita-

tional, ethical rather than ceremonial, democratic rather than pa-
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triotic. The function of religion is to produce good individuals, not
social groups. This poor man had no bayonet but paper; he carried
no rifle, but a pen. There are greater battles to be fought in the
intellect and spirit of our own than in the battlefield of any other
WAars.

He was born and brought up in Diarbekir, Turkey, and
in the midst of these most hopeless conditions of his nation. It was
divided from within. From without they were deprived of life, li-
berty and property without due process of law. Following the ex-
ample of Ashur Yoosuf, “the master-light of all our seeing,” he be-
gan to publish a periodical “ Cavecbo d’Madunho.” But his free-
dom of speech and of the press were outrageously limited. He brood-
ed so much over the lamentable condition of his nation that he
came to believe he must seek a new land where his constitutional
rights were guaranteed by a Bill of Rights. The state of mind in
which these feelings began,is, what the mystics mean by their " sea-
son of desertion.” Now he quifs his paternal roof in company with
Sanharib Balley|[*], turns his ears to the mysterious commuting of
the invisible, longing to find that region of dream and visions where
he can lead:spiritually. I see in him a man who after long thought

has made” up his mind that the nation is his only duty and bu-

=1 They were both actuated by the same motive in their desertion. There
was not a shade of jealousy between them; each was the friend and adviser
of the other. May I, therefore, incidentally but wvery appropriately, declare
here that I know no living Assyrian with greater or more modern and progres-
sive national ideas and ideals than Sanharib Balley . We are bappy in the know-
ledge that he is still in the prime of his life. He is full of youtful hope and
good: courage. He has. the power of stirring. every drop of Assyrian blood in
his utterances, verbal or written. He iz a “hero in the strife.” He is big brained
stout = hearted and able-bodied. He has the deep prayers of the devoted living
and sainted dead. This nation will expect much of him because much is given
unto him,



siness, and that he will perform that duty, and execute that busi-
ness, against all his opposers. I see him cherishing this determina-
tion and perform it in quiet daily life, prepared to do so even till
his death., The active world calls him, however, and prompted at
the voice of duty, he obeys the call, and carries his nationalistic
ethics into his daily conduct. For many years he takes upon him-
self the burden of his race, and struggles in thought under the op-
pression of sorrow not his own. Soon he comes to America, not in
search of material wealth, but in pursuance of achieving a spirit-
ual end. There he establishes his periodical which he nominates
Bait-Nabrein . He thinks and writes ceaselessly “until [like a
candle he burns himself up to make light and fo kindle other
candles.

He owes his celebrity as much to his writings as to his
actions. They are striking examples of the rarest sort of exposito-
ry skill. Gifted with an extraordinary lucid mind, he was the sworn
enemy of every form of obscurity. Had he chosen to devote his
energies to pure scholarship as his generous endowments would have
suggested, the highest academic distinctions would doubtless have
come to him. He is not a debtor to any human institution of learn-
ing. He possessed no formal education,- neither bachelor, master,
nor doctor of any avt, science or iphilosophy he was. He was born
with a free and controlling genius. He is especially distinguished
by originality., He was eloquent, more particularly, in his poems.
He transformed the inmost truth of his nation into music and verse.
His songs, as we place them on our lips, strike an answering chord
in almost every heart among us. What tears has he not shed over
the calamities of his race! What mournings has he not entertained

for his dear persecuted brothers and sisters! What ashes has he



not put over his head because Ashur Yoosuf[*], “the master-light ot
all our seeing”, was strangled ! What cries-out has he not raised
against Heaven because despicable Simco decoyed our hero-Patri-
arch, Mar Shimoun,“the fountain-light of all our duty”, to a friend-
ly conference and murdered him with every aggregation of trea-
chery! Think of these things, and now read one of his skiey verses
which seem to have fallen out of heaven, analyze and compare,and
then tell meif it is not any less greater than the greatest in litera-
ture; if it does not fit, inferpret and dignify every circumstance

and part of the nation. Here-

* Dashmi kareldi wraklaremuz !
Damurdanmider boo kalblaremuz !
Yokaa gormiyor boo gozlaremuz!”

Here his admirers find his grand, genuine touches; and still
more, when this puissant genius, who so often set pessimism at de-
fance, falls sobbing-

* Hamiyal kanlari jevelan elsens
Toonuk galbemez fighans aylasen

Asori ganchlar bary zeman daysen
Ab bizim chakmadick ballar mi kaldi *

Then in a better strain yet, a strain, his admirers will say
" unsurpassable *, he gives vent to his hopes and prayers:

“Jikana galali rabmi Mazarden,

Zikri vetan chukmaz asla galerden,
Niazem bapp booder Rabbi kaderdens :

Sant gormayenja rookem almasen.”
More of these might be quoted for illustration, but [ for-

bear and return.

[*] Ashur Yoosuf was the creator and editor of the first Assyrian monthly
in Turkey, Igo8-1g14, "Murshid Assorian”. He was professor of literature in
Euphrates College. He was deported and murdered by the Turks in 1915.
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In the ethics of Aristotle, virtue is the exercise of the soul.
Naoum Palak became courageous by actually doing courageous
acts.Courage is the greatest of virtues.[t comprehends every other
virtue. But true patriotism involves moral virtue as well as practical
wisdom. Without reason patriotism is hurtful, Mathematics is
good but it may be used to embezzle a bank. Chemistry is useful
but it may be used to destroy. Psychology is great, but it may be
used to cheat people. Unwise patriotism has been our deadliest foe.
It is much worse than useless. Thus, courage and practical wisdom
are the fountain-head of true patriotism; they are the corner-stone
of the Palakian Nationalism.

So that the death of this sainted Apostle of Nationalism
is a severe loss not only te his nafion, which he actively served
with disguished ability for considerably more than a quarter of a
century, but to the Republic of Letters as well, in which he was
though unknown, for many years a conspicuous figure. His achieve-
ments loom particularly large when compared with his personal
and social life,according to all accounts, was one of quiet modesty.
He was a man of unobstroctive manners, a true and genial friend
and a delightful companion; courteous to all he met, except to those
fanatical sectarians in whose presence the scholarly gentleman in
him was transformed into the soldier in action. In the Shakesperian
language, we may well say of him :

“His life was gentle; and the clements

So mix’d in bim, that nalure might atand up,
And ray to all the world, "Thir was a man "

D. Barsom Periey, LL. B.
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Das assyrische Volk hat wieder einen seiner
Helden Verloren

Assyrien hat sowohl in der Welt — , wie auch in der
Religionsgeschichte eine nicht unbetraechtliche Rolle gespielt.
Die ganze Welt kann sich auf die Schriften der Assyrier stuet-
zen, um einen Blick in die Vergangenheit zu tun. Die Sprache
der Assyrier war auch ohne Zweifel diejenige, die vor der Sint-
flut gesprochen wurde, wie dies die ueberlieferten Schriften aus
der Zeit um 500 Jahre vor der Sintflut beweisen.

Professor NAUM FAJK aus Diarbekir (Mesopotamien)
besass den echten Geist des nationalen Assyrertums und gab
sich rueckhaltlos dem Dienste seines Volkes hin. Er wollte mil
Herz und Seele seinen Stammesgenossen zeigen, dass sie Kinder
jener assyrischen Helden sind. “BETMARIEN" hiess die Zei-
tung, die er herausgab. Er hat feststellen koennen, dass ueber
5000 Worte in den verschiedensten Sprachen der Welt (im
Lateinischen, in den slavischen und in den orientalischen
Sprachen ) im Grundwort assyrischen Ursprunges waren. Er
hat sein ganzes Leben der Gruendung eines nationalassyrischen



Staates gewidmet. Der Tod raffte ihn leider dahin, bevor er zu
diesem Ziele kam.

Unsere Aufgabe ist es, sein Werk im besten nationalen
Geiste fortzusetzen ; unser Held wird uns bei Gott und der
Nation verklagen, wenn wir diese Aufgabe nicht ernst genug
nehmen. Er hat fuer uns Entbehrungen uud Hunger gelilten,
um den nationalen (edanken in jedem von uns zu wecken und
anszupraegen. Leider hat der Religionsfanatismus den schoenen
Orient verdorben. Naum Fajk wird uns aus dem Grabe zurufen:
“ Assyriens Kinder, ich werde Euch verklagen, wenn Ihr nicht
in Wort und Tat mir nachfolget und der Welt beweist, dass
Assyrien heute noch lebt”

Jeder von uns muss entschlossen sein, Leben und Gut
auf dem assyrischen Altar zu opfern, den uns NAUM FAJK
wiedergeschenkt hat. Dann koennen wir uns eine Nation nen-
nen, auf die die Welt mit Achtung noch heunte schauen kann.

30, Dezember 1930

Rev. Dr. THoMas voN Mar Jomannes

Mosul Assyrian School
Mesopotamien
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