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Notes

1. His family must have hailed from Kerman as his name indicates, but it is
not known where he was born. In some of his works such as the present
treatise and the Kitab al-kafiyah he refers to Kerman and its vicinity.

2. Concerning the works of Hamid al-Din Kirmani, see the Arabic intro-
duction of his Rahat al-‘agl, edited by M. Kamil Hussein and M. Mustafa
Hilmy, Leiden, 1953, pp. 4-9, where some thirty two works are enumerated.
See also W. Ivanow, A Guide to Ismaili Literature, London, 1939, pp. 42 etc.
3. See H. Corbin (ed.), Trilogie ismaélienne, Tehran-Paris, 1953, p.6.

4. See the introduction of Kamil Hussein and Mustafa Hilmy to the Rahat
al-‘agl. Concerning Kirmani and his thought see also H. Corbin (in collabora-
tion with S. H. Nasr and O. Yahya), Histoire de la philosophie islamique,
vol. I, Paris 1964, pp. 118 ff.; M. Mohaghegh, Bist Guftar, Twenty Treatises
on Islamic Philosophy, Theology, Sects and History of Medicine, Tehran,
1976, p.36.

5. See Abu Hatim al-Razi, A‘lam al-nubuwwah, ed. by S. al-Sawy and Gh.
Aavani, Tehran, 1977, English introduction by S. H. Nasr.

6. See A. B. Moh, Filii Zachariae Raghensis (Razis) Opera philosophica
fragmentaque supersunt collegit et edidit Paulus Kraus, Cabhirae, 1939.

7. This work has been rendered into English by A. J. Arberry as Rhazes,
The Spiritual Physick, London, 1950. P. Kraus relied on the manuscript of
al-Agwal al-dhahabiyyah in preparing his Arabic edition of al-Tibb al-rithani,
and this work is in many ways of great importance for the understanding of
The Spiritual Physick.

8. See the introduction of S. H. Nasr to Aba Hatim al-Razi, A‘/lam al-
nubuwwah, ed. S. al-Sawy and Gh. Aavani.

9. This is one of Razi’s important medical works which was also known to
the Latin West as Liber Almansoris. Concerning Rézi’s medical works and
achievements in this field see S. H. Nasr, Science and Civilization in Islam,
New York, 1970, chapter seven. See also O. Temkin, “Texts and Documents,
a Medieval Translation of Rhazes’ Clinical Observations”, Bulletin of the
History of Medicine, vol. 1942, pp 102-117, and the numerous bibliographical
studies of A. Z. Iskandar.

10. See Kraus, op. cit., pp 7-13 of his Arabic introduction which also dis-
cusses the relation between al-Agqwal al-dhahabiyyah and al-Tibb al-rithant.




In the second section, Hamid al-Din turns to what he him-
self considers the real “spiritual medicine”, or science of the
soul, which he ranks with the noblest of sciences. He discusses
the immortal nature of the soul, its maladies, and the role of
sacred rites as medicine to cure these ailments, which in fact
he compares to the various diseases of the body. He treats the
subject in a masterly way and in a perspective which is closer
to that of the illuminationist (ishragi) theosophers and Sufis,
who are more concerned with the imperfections of the soul
and the means of curing its ailments, rather than with the
Peripatetics, who are usually satisfied with describing its
faculties. In any case, al-Agqwal al-dhahabiyyah must be con-
sidered a major contribution to Islamic thought on traditional
psychology, or what the Muslims themselves have called
‘ilm al-nafs or ma‘rifat al-nafs.

To prepare this first critical edition of al-Agwal al-
dhahabiyyah whose manuscripts, like most other works of
Isma‘ili thought are both rare and of late date, Dr. S. al-Sawy
has made use of the following manuscripts:

A—An old manuscript dated the fifteenth of Ramadan . . .
52 used by P. Kraus in his edition of Razi’s al-Tibb al-
ruhani'® and described by Ivanow, A Guide to Ismaili

Literature, p. 43.

B—A manuscript of the 13th/19th or 14th/20th century
belonging to Hajj Habiballah in the handwriting of Tahir
Baha’i ibn Muqaddas al-Shaykh ‘Abd ‘Ali copied from a
much older manuscript.

We hope that the printing of this important text by one of
the most powerful and prolific Isma‘ili authors of the Fatimid
period will help to reveal the diversified aspects of Islamic
philosophy and its treasures which are of such value in a world
so in need of true wisdom.

Seyyed Hossein Nasr




cerning the reform and regeneration of the soul and believes
to be a form of medicine, in reality decreases the value of this
subject and makes our task more difficult . . . Therefore, it is
our task to reveal his errors and assert the truth concerning
matters into which he has delved so that the supremacy of the
people of faith and followers of the ‘Household of Prophecy’
and Imams of religion over everyone else becomes evident”.
This quotation reveals clearly the relation of al-Agwal
al-dhahabiyyah to both Razis. In fact, this work is in many
ways the complement of A‘lam al-nubuwwah as well as a
direct commentary upon and rebuttal of one of Muhammad
ibn Zakariyya’ Razi’s important philosophical works. 4/-Agwal
al-dhahabiyyah is divided into two sections (bab) and each
section into six chapters (quwa). The first section deals with
the criticism of al-Tibb al-ruhani and the second with Hamid
al-Din’s own views on the nature of the soul. In the first
section, Hamid al-Din refers to the debates between the two
Razis, quoting extensively from A‘lam al-nubuwwah and
seeking to provide further refutions of Muhammad ibn
Zakariyya’’s attacks against the necessity of prophecy. He
then criticizes both the title and content of al-Tibb al-rihani
and compares it to the author’s medical works, especially the
Kitab al-mansiri, the order and structure of which he praises®.
Hamid al- Din then analyzes and discusses various 1ideas
contained in al-Tibb al-rahani, refuting many views of the
author including his understdndmg of the word ‘agl, which
according to Hamid al-Din is used by Razi solely in its meaning
of reason and common sense, whereas ‘ag/ is the intellect (in
its original Latin sense of intellectus), a divine element which
guides man towards his ultimate beatitude and which is also
called al-‘agl al-hidayah, the intellect which guides. Hamid
al-Din also criticizes Razi for not having fully understood the
words of Plato, whom he quotes in al-Tibb al-rithani, and for
defending transmigration. In this latter question, Hamid
al-Din stands along with several other leading Isma‘ili
philosophers and theologians as one of the most staunch
opponents of the idea of incarnation and transmigration (that
is, as these terms are usually understood, and of course not as
the journey of the soul through various states of being).
Fmally, Hamid al-Din criticizes Razi’s theory of pleasure and
pain which attracts many scholars today because of its
similarity to the views of certain modern European philosophers.
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most mature phase. One can consider Hamid al-Din as the link
between Abu Hatim Razi and Nasir-i Khusraw and in the
direct line of the main development of Isma‘ili thought.

_The link between Hamid al-Din and Aba Hatim can best be
seen in the present work which is now being edited for the
first time. Al-Aqwal al-dhahabiyyah is a direct descendant of
Razi’s A'lam al-nubuwwah whose arguments it pursues with
new vigor and in depthS. Both these masterpieces of Isma‘ili
thought concern the works and ideas of the celebrated Persian
physician and controversial philosopher Muhammad ibn
Zakariyya’ Razi (Rhazes) which these two outstanding
Isma‘ili da‘is sought to refute. In fact, ever since P. Kraus
created interest among students of Islamic thought in the
philosophical works of Muhammad ibn Zakariyya’® Razi
through the publication of his available works,® scholars have
eagerly awaited the publication of both A‘lam al-nubuwwah
and al-Agwal al-dhahabiyyah. Both are of great interest not
only from the point of view of Isma‘ili thought but also for the
light they shed on the ideas of Muhammad ibn Zakariyya’
Razi most of whose own philosophical works have been lost
as a result of their standing completely outside the mainstream
of Islamic intellectual life.

Al-Agqwal al-dhahabiyyah is essentially a work on the nature
of the soul and a rebuttal of Muhammad ibn Zakariyya’ Razi’s
al-Tibb al-rithani’. In the introduction to this answer to Razi,
Hamld al-Din mentions that he has already dealt with the
questlon of the soul in such works as his a/-Risalat al-wahidah.
Then he adds, *““At this time, a book by Muhammad ibn
Zakariyya’ al-Razi entitled a/—szb al-riuhani reached my hands.
I read all its sections carefully and discovered fully his aim
and purpose. I realized that what he thinks comprises ‘spiritual
medicine’ (al-Tibb al-rithani) is not the same as what he
has discussed in his writing on corporeal medicine, for in
the latter he is like a competent rider who gallops alone in the
field, and in the former (the “spiritual medicine’ or science of
the soul) he is like a proud reporter who recounts from others
what he does not know himself . . . Also he has trodden the
wrong path in choosing a name for his book”. Hamid al-Din
continues, “Also we will recount his debates with Abii Hatim
al-Razi, the da‘i of the jazirah of Rayy at the time of Mardawu,
concerning prophecy and religious ritest. We will show that
what he (Muhammad ibn Zakariyya’ Razi) prescribes con-
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In the Name of God-Most Merciful,
Most Compassionate

Introduction

Little 1s known concerning the life of Hamid al-Din Kirmani
whose works mark the high point of Fatimid philosophy and
who has been called by some the “Isma‘ili Ibn Sina”. Hamid
al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Abdallah Kirmani who was entitled
“Huyjat al-‘iraqayn (“proof of the two Irags”, the Arabic and
the Persian) was of Persian origin! but spent part of his life in
Egypt and died sometime after 411 (1020-1021). The leading
philosopher-theologian of his day and a chief da‘i of
[sma‘ilism, he participated fully in the intellectual and religious
life of his times and even came to Egypt expressly for the
purpose of refuting those who believed in the divinity of the
Fatimid caliph, al-Hakim bi’Llah, and who later established
what came to be known as the Druze religion.

Hamid al-Din was a very prolific writer who must be
considered as one of the most outstanding philosophers not only
of Isma‘ilism but also of Islam in general, a figure whose works
have been singularly neglected until now by the world of
scholarship in general and even by specialists of Islamic
philosophy and theology. His works include? al-Masabih f7
ithbat  al-imamah concerning the question of imamate;
Tanbih al-hadi wa’l-mustahdi on religious rites and the
blessings which follow from their practice; Kitab al-riyad which
seeks to arbitrate between the views of Muhammad Nasafi and
Abu Hatim Razi in his Kitab al-islah’; and Rahat al-‘aql
which is in many ways his masterpiece and the most systematic
exposition of Fatimid and Isma‘ili philosophy.4 In this work,
which matches the Najat or Shifa’ of Ibn Sina in its rigor and
intellectual clarity, the development of Isma‘ili thought, this
particular and distinct school of Islamic philosophy, which
began with the “proto-Isma‘ili”’ works of the 2nd/8th century
such as the Umm al-kitab and the Jabirean Corpus and
reached a new stage with Hamid al-Din Kirmani, reached its
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