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occupations at Tiflis are largely menial, as they are employed chiefly in drudgery
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and possessing great importance for the study of the sect.  Furthermore,
coming as it does from an Awir of the Yazidis, it gives official support to
much of what has been written about them, almost all by persons outside
of the sect. Had this text no other value save this last one, it would
have been sufficient justification for its publication.

As for the third text, it deals with some of the events of the
last 150 years of Yazidi history in Jabal Sinjar. It depicts in particular
the numerous bloody rebellions against the Turkish Government and the
measures which the latter took to suppress them. The details which it
contains are, therefore, of interest not only to the student of the modern
history of the Yazidi sect, but also to the wider circle of those who are
concerned with the condition of the minorities under Turkish rule,

These three texts were sent by Isma‘il Beg to Dr. Bayard
Dodge, President of the American University of Beirut, with a request
for their publication. Unfortunately, however, no sooner had the editor
begun to work on them, than the sad news came from Sinjar of the un-
timely death, in the early summer of 1933, of the author who had so in-
tensely desired to issue them to the world. They remain, in their form
and spirit, which we have taken every care not to alter, a fitting tribute to
his memory.

To all the colleagues, friends, and students who have generously
offered their help, in the work of publication, we present herewith our
heartfelt gratitude.

C. K. ZURAYK
American University of Beirut,

Sept. 8, 1934.




PREFACE

Among the most interesting social “fossils” which adorn that
great “museum of races and religions,” which is Northern ‘Iraq and Syria,
the community of the “Yazidis,” the so-called “Devil-Worshippers,” has
long attracted attention in the civilized world. Tucked away in the hills
of al-Shikhan to the northeast of Mosul, in the almost impregnable fast-
nesses of Jabal Sinjar, in the isolated districts of Northern Syria, of Ana-
tolia and the Caucasus, this unique sect has for untold generations kept
its dogmas and forms of worship concealed from the eyes of a wondering
world. It has puzzled a multitude of scholars who have tried to unravel
its origins and past history from the intricate meshes of superstition with
which they have become entangled.

It is not the purpose of this short prefatory word to relate the
history of this strange sect, or to analyze its religious dogmas and social
customs. The numerous books and articles, which scholars of many

" nationalities have devoted to this subject, will furnish the reader with a
profusion of details concerning the Yazidis and a host of theories and
hypotheses to which the many still-unsolved problems of their religion
and history have given rise.(!) We wish, however, to present to the

. reader the three Yazidi texts which are published in this volume and which

—it is hoped—will contribute to the clarification of some of the perplexing

issues connected with the subject of the Yazidis.

The first text is an autobiography of the author, Isma‘ill Beg
Chol, one of the Yazidi Amirs. Descended from the family of the Amirs,
which occupies the highest temporal position in the Yazidi community,
the author took a very active part in the life of his sect during the last half
century. His animated interest in the affairs of his sect and his ambition
to take possession of the lucrative office of the Amirate led him to wander
among the various Yazidi settlements even as far as the Caucasus. He be-
came entangled in various quarrels and conspiracies, and embarked in many
adventures which did not always result to his advantage. Finally, he settled
in Jabal Sinjar where, in the last years of his life, he dictated his auto-
biography which is so closely bound up with the recent history of the sect.

The second text gives an account of Yazidi doctrines, and social
and religious customs.  Some of the material which it contains has al-
ready appeared, under different forms, in previous publications ; the sacred
texts and prayers which it reproduces have been translated and published
by various scholars ; but it comprises also a number of variations, modifi-
cations, and additions inspired by the personal experience of the author

(1) A brief summary of the doctrines and customs of the Yazidis, with a list ol the
chief works on the subject, is given in the longer Arabic introduction.
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