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century. It contains the biographies of no less than one thousand and
four hundred individuals and refers lo no less than one thousand
different works in corrent use during the author’s time. It will be
observed that the majorily of the biographies are lhose of religious
men, while lhe greater number of the books mentioned treat of
religion, jurisprudence, scholastic theology, and language. Most
are commentaries, glosses, and abridgements, indicaling a decline
in the intellectual life of the period and a scarcily in original works.

Finally, it is gratifying to mention that the Publicalion Com-
miltee of the American University of Beirut has contributed the
funds necessary for the publication of this third volume, just as
it had done in the case of the first lwo.

JIBRAIL JABBUR




When I first embarked on the publication of this work, lhere
were three exlant manuscripts of it known : one in the Library of
the American Universily of Beirul, a second in the Zahirivah
Library in Damascus, and a third and an incomplele copy in the
Library of the Azhar in Cairo. Since | was unable to obtain a
photographic copy of the Azhar manuseript, I used in the prepa-
ralion of the first lwo volumes the Zahiriyah and the Universily
manuscripts, making the former the basis of the lext, since of the
two, it was the older and the more accurale,

A fourth extant copy was located in Medina in the famous
library of "Arif Hikmat. Through the help of friends in the Division
of Manuseripts in the League of Arab States, I was able lo secure
photograhic copies both of the Medina and of the Azhar manus-
cripts. The Medina copy was made use of in preparing Lhe third
volume for publicalion, while bolh the Medina and |he Azhar
copies were used in making the list of corrections which I appended
to the third volume.

A detailed statement of these points was made in Arabic in
my introduction to the first volume and also in my introduclion
to the present volume. The melhod I followed in editing the work
as well as the life and works of the author, Najm-al-Din al-Ghazzi
appears in the introduclion to the first volume.

As already slated, the Kawakib is a biographical dictionary
of the illustrious men and women of the tenth Moslem century.
The biographies have been arranged by the author in three classes,
depending on the dale of death of each. Those who died during
the first thirly-three years of the century constitute the first class ;
those who died betweeen A. H. 934 and 966 form the second class ;
and those who died belween 967 and 1000 make up the third class.
Within each class, the author cites first the biographies of those
whose first name was Muhammad, followed by others in the
alphabelical order of their first names. In the published work,
each class appears in a separale volume.

In bolh his introduction and throughout the book, the author
ciles the most important sources npon which he drew in preparing
the biographies. As a result, the work serves as one of the most
important sources on the intellectual life of the tenth Moslem




PREFACE

No other people paid as much attention lo recording the lives
ol their famous men as lthe Arabs did. Consequently, the Arabs
are among the richest people in biographical literature. Perhaps
of Persian origin, Lhe discipline became a favourile among (he
Arabs especially in connection with the Hadilh. It was later
expanded Lo include variouns lypes of biographical wrilings. Some
biographical works were limiled to the life of one individual, like
the biography of the Prophet by Ibn Hisham, the biography of
‘Umar ibn-al-Khattab and that of ‘Umar ibn-"Abd-al-'Az1z by Ibn-
al-Jawzi: others were biographical diclionaries which arranged
the biographies in classes (fabagal ), like the Tabagat al-Shu’ard’
(lhe different classes of poets) by Ibn-Sallam al-Jumaly, the Ta-
bagat al-Nuhah (the differenl classes of grammarians) by lbn-al-
Anbart, the Tabagal al-Afibba’ ( the different classes of physicians )
by Ibn-abi-Usaybi‘ah, the Tabaqat al-Huffaz (the different classes
of Koran readers) by al-Dhahabi, and the Tabagal al-Sahabah
( the different classes of companions) by Ibn al-Athir, ele,; others
were limited to the biographies of illustrions men, like the Wafa-
yat al-A'yan (lhe necrologies of leading personalities ) by Ibn-
Khallikan and the Fawdt al-Wafayat (the over-looked necrologies)
by al-Kutubi; and still olhers addressed themselves to a record of
the biographies of illustrious men in this or that century, like Al-
Durar al-Kaminah ft A'yan al-Mi'ah al-Thaminah (on the illuslr-
ious men of the eighth century ) by Ibn-Hajar al-"Asqalant and Al-
Daw’ al-Lami' fi A'yan al-Qarn al-Tasi® ( on the illustrious men of
the ninth century) by al-Sakhawi.

The present work is the third and last volume of a biograph-
ical dictionary of illustrious men in the tenlh Moslem century.
Its publicalion completes the series of biographical works arranged
according to centuries from the beginning of the seventh lo the
beginning of the thirteenth Moslem centuries. The [irst volume
of this work I published in 1945, and the second in 1948; the
present volume is the third, with which the entire work is now
compleled.
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