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THE WISH OF OUR MAJESTIES NOT TO COME HOME
FROM ATHENS WITHOUT HAVING SEEN CONSTANTIN-
OPLE. GERMANY HAD NO POLITICAL INTEREST IN
THE BLACK SEA AND THE MEDITERRANEAN; AND
IT WAS ACCORDINGLY IMPOSSIBLE THAT THE VISIT
OF OUR MAJESTIES SHOULD TAKE ON POLITICAL
COMPLEXIONS. THE ADMISSION OF TURKEY TO THE
TRIPLE ALLIANCE WAS NOT POSSIBLE FOR US; WE
CAN NOT LAY ON THE GERMAN PEOPLE THE OBLIG-
ATION TO FIGHT RUSSIA FOR THE FUTURE OF
BAGHDAD"”.
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“IN THIS COUNTRY WE CAN HAVE NOTHING BUT
GOOD WISHES FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE EMPERO-
R'S JOURNEY AND FOR' ANY PLANS OF GERMAN
COMMERCIAL EXPANSION WHICH MAY BE CONNECTED
WITH IT SOME OF US PERHAPS MAY BE TEMPTED TO
REGRET LOSS OF OPPORTUNITIES FOR OUR OWN
INFLUENCE AND OUR OWN TRADE IN THE OTTOMAN
DOMINIONS, BUT WE CAN HONESTLY SAY THAT IF
WE WERE NOT TO HAVE THESE GOOD THINGS FOR
OURSELVES, THERE ARE NO HANDS WE WOULD
RATHER SEE THEM IN THAN GERMAN HANDS; THE
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FROM HATDARPASHA TO BAGHDAD, AND SO LONG AS
THE DOOR THERE IS OPEN, IT SHOULD NOT REALLY
MATTER WHO MAKES THE TUNNELS OR PAYS THE
PORTERS; IF IT SHOULD BE NECESSARY TO INSIST
ON AN OPEN DOOR. THE FOREIGN OFFICE WILL
PROBABLY SEE TO IT; WHILE IF IT SHOULD HAPPEN
TO BE, AS USUAL, ASLEEP, THERE ARE ALWAYS,
MEANS OF WAKING IT UP, AS A MATTER OF GENERAL
POLITICS IT MAY NOT BE AT ALL A BAD THING TO
GIVE GERMANY A STRONG REASON FOR DEFENDING
THE INTEGRITY OF TURKEY AND FOR RESISTING
AGRESSION ON ASIA MINOR FROM THE NORTH”(1).
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WE ARE IN NO WAY DISTURBED OVER THE
QUESTION OF A GERMAN CONCESSION, IN FACT WE
ARE PLEASED THAT GERMANY WILL BE BROUGHT
NEARER TO US ON THE QUESTION OF THE PERSIAN
GULEF" %
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] BELIEVE IT WILL BE VERY DIFFICULT, STAN-
DING ALONE AS WE PROBABLY SHOULD, TO OPPOSE

OR TO QUESTION THE RIGHT OF THE TURKISH GOV-
ERNMENT TO APPLY THE TAX".
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“IT IS UNPLEASANT TO CONTEMPLATE THE
CONSTRUCTION OF A RAILWAY TRAVERSING THE
WHOLE OF ASIA MINOR AND TERMINATING IN THE
PERSIAN GULF IN WHICH GREAT BRITAIN TAKES NO
PART OR SHARE.
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“IT WOULD BE A GREAT MISFORTUNE IF THIE
RAILWAY WERE TO BE CONSTRUCTED WITHOUT
BRITISH PARTICIPATION. THE LINE WILL BE A MOST
IMPORTANT HIGHWAY TO THE EAST WITH A DEB-
OUSHE ON THE PERSIAN GQULF. IT IS CLEARLY FOR
OUR INTERESTS THAT THE ENTERPRISE SHOULD
BE GIVEN AN INTERNATIONAL /CHARACTER AND
THAT WE HAVE OUR FULL SHARE OF THE CONTROL
OF THE LINE AS WELL AS FOR ANY ADVANTAGE

DERIVED FROM ITS CONSTRUCTION AND ADMINISTRA-
TION”. R
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BRITISH DOCUMENTS ON THE ORIGINS OF THE
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_ “UNTIL NOW ENGLAND ALONE HAD HELD THE
SHORTEST ROAD TO INDIA IN HER HANDS, WITH THE
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GERMANY THAT WE PURSUE NO ACTIVE POLICY ON
THE ORIENT AND WE DRAW THE CHESTNUTS FROM
THE FIRE FOR NO ONE”(1).
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“THE ISSUE OF DEBENTURES, STOCKS OR BONDS
DESIGNED TO PERMIT THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
BAGHDAD RAILWAY SHALL NOT BE AUTHORISED
IN FRENCH TERRITORY EXCEPT BY VOTE OF THE

CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES”.
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“IT IS PANAMA THAT IS BEING PREPARED DOWN
THERE. DO YOU CHOOSE, PERCHANCE, MY DEAR COLL-
EAGUES, TO ALLOW FRENCH CAPITAL TO BE RISKED

IN THIS SCHEME WITHOUT PRONOUCNING IT FOOL
HARDLY ? DO YOU CHOOSE TO ALLOW THE GREAT
BANKS AND THE GREAT INVESTMENT SYNDICATE TO
REALIZE CONSIDERABLE PROFITS AT THE EXPENSE
OF THE SUBSCRIBERS ? IF THAT IS HOW DO YOU
FEEL YOU SHOULD COME TO THE DEFENSE OF
FRENCH CAPITAL, WELL AND GOOD, BUT YOU WILL
PERMIT ME TO DISAGREE WITH YOU”(1).
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“I VENTURE TO ASK HOW IT CAN BE PREVEN-
TED, AND, I INQUIRE OF THE CHAMBER WHETHER
WHEN SUCH AN ENTERPRISE HAS BEEN ARRANGED
AND DECIDED UPON, IT IS NOT PREFERABLE THAT
FRENCH INTERESTS SOCONSIDERABLE IN THE EAST,
SHOULD BE REPRESENTED THERE IN".
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(1) G. KREBS. DIE DEUTSCHE BAGDAD BAHN-
POLITIK P. 36; EARLE. PP. 155-56; BUTTERFIELD,

P. 36.
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“GERMANY NEEDS CAPITAL, AND WHEN ONE
NEEDS CAPITAL, IT IS TO FRANCE THAT ONE COMES
IN SEARCH FOR IT, IT IS INEVITABLE, NECESSARY,
THEREFORE, THAT GERMANY COME TO US, SHE
WILL BE OBLIGED TO COME TO US SOONER OR LATER
TO SEEK CAPITAL FOR THE BAGHDAD ENTERPRISE”.
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“WHERE WILL THESE COMPENSATIONS BE
SOUGHT ? I HAVE NO HESITATION IN SAYING IN
MOROCCO THE ACT OF AL - GECIRAS MUST BE SET
ASIDE AND FRANCE MUST HAVE A FREE HAND IN
MOROCCO, ANY AGREEMENT ABOUT THE BAGHDAD
QUESTION WOULD BE MISCHIEVOUS IF IT CONCERNS
BAGHDAD ALONE, FOR THE GERMANS HAVING THE
CONCESSION IN THEIR POCKETS, THE POSITION OF
THE NEGOTIATORS WOULD NOT BE EQUAL ON THE
OTHER HAND IF THE AGREEMENT IS FOR TWO
PURPOSES, IF IT REFERS TO BAGHDAD AND
MOROCCO I REPEAT I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE BOTH
PRACTICAL AND DESIRABLE.
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ANDRE TARDIEU, LA POLITIQUES EXTERIEURE
DE L’ALLEMAGNE, QUESTIONS DIPLOMATIQUES ET
COLONIALES. REVUE DES DEUXMONDES, PP. 340-41,
VOL. 23. PARIS 1907.
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“THE POLICY OF THE FRENCH FINANCE WILL
PRODUCE EVENTUALLY THE COLLAPSE OF THE
OTTOMAN EMPIRE.. TAKE THE PROPOSED LOAN
ARRANGED WITH THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT FOR
SOMETHING OVER 20,000,000 POUNDS IN ORDER TO GET
THIS, THERE ARE CONCESSIONS WHICH I CAN NOT
HELP FEELING ARE MORE BRAZEN AND MORE FATAL
THAN ANY I HAVE SEEN, THE EXISTING RAILWAYS
IN SYRIA MEANDER FOR MILES TO AVOID LEGITIM-
ATE PROFIT IN ORDER TO EXTORT A GUARANTEE..”.
“IN PRACTICE, LOANS, KILOMETRIC GUARANTEE
MONOPOLIES, AND FINANCED NATIVE PRESS, MUST,

(1) D. G. P. VOL: 37: PP: 806-607:
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WHETHER THE FINANCERS DESIRE IT OR NOT, PAVE
THE WAY TO ANNEXATION..”,

“THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE IS SHAKEN, AND THE
COSMOPOLITAN FINANCIER IS NOW STAKING OUT
THE LAND INTO SPHERES OF INTEREST. AN EMPIRE
MAY SURVIVE DISASTER BUT IT CAN NOT SURVIVE
EXPLOITATION. A COUNTRY LIKE TURKEY WITH
OUT LEGISLATIVE CAPACITY, WITHOUT UNDER
STANDING WHAT THE ECONOMICS OF EUROPE MEAN,

AND AT THE SAME TIME RICH,IS A LAMB FOR
SLAUGHTER” (1).
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“WHAT IS THE SITUATION IN WHICH YOU FIND
YOURSELF ? YOU ARE GOING TO BE FACED, YOU
ALREADY ARE FACED, WITH A FAIT ACOMPLI A
RUSSIO - GERMAN CONVENTION ON THE BAGHDAD
QUESTION WHAT DO YOU PROPOSE TO DO ? WELL,
YOU MAY PURSUE AN INDEPENDENT COURSE AND
CONTINUE TO OPPOSE THE BAGHDAD RAILWAY. IN
THAT EVENT YOU WILL BE IN THE UNENVIABLE
POSITION OF OPPOSING GERMANY IN AN ENTERPR-
ISE IN WHICH RUSSIA - WHOSE INTERESTS ARE MORE
DIRECTLY INVOLVED - HAS GIVEN HER SUPPORT,
OR ON THE OTHER HAND YOU MAY SUBSCRIBE WITH
GOOD GRACE TO THIS ENTRPRISE WHICH RUSSIA
COMMENDS TO YOU. WHAT THEN WILL BE YOUR
SITUATION ? FOR SOME YEARS "RANCE HAS SUCCESS
FULLY RESISTED THE BAGHDAD RAIWLAY. IF DUR-
ING THIS TIME WE HAVE SULKED AT THE ENTERPR-
ISE, IT WAS NOT OF OUR OWN CHOICE BUT OUT OF
REGARDS FOR RUSSIA, BECAUSE RUSSIA BELIEVED
HER INTERESTS TO BE MENACED IN SHORT WE
ARRIVE AT THIS PARADOX. YOU HAVE CREATED AN

(1) W. M. FULLERTON, PROBLEMS OF POWER,
......... P. 171. NEW YORK 1915.
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EXTREMLY DELICATE SITUATION BETWEFN FRANCE
AND GERMANY BY OPPOSING THE BAGHDAD RAIL
WAY, AND NOW IT IS THE SAME RUSSIA, WHICH
WITHOUT PREVIOUSLY CONSULTING YOU, PLACES
AT THE DISPOSAL OF GERMANY THE MORAL ADVAN-
TAGE OF COMPELLING YOU TO ACCEDE TO THE
BAGHDAD RAILWAY(1).
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pra, RES, CHAMBRE DES DEPUTES, P. 33-34.
JANVIER 13. PARIS 1911 B e G
(2) EVENING TIMES, JANUARY 9. LONDON 1911,
(3) PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES, HOUSE OF
ot COMMONS, FIFTH SERIES, VOL. 21, PP. 241-244:
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I CAN NOT UNDERSTAND THE POLICY OF CONT-
INUED ANTAGONISM TO GERMANY, EX PRESIDENT
ROOSEVELT RECENTLY GAVE MUCH ADVICE TO OUR
FOREIGN MINISTER, AND AMONGST OTHER THINGS
HE SAID THAT THE PRESENCE OF GERMANY ON THE
EUPHRATES WOULD STRENGTHEN THE POSITION OF
GREAT BRITAIN ON THE NILE .. THE ACTION OF
RUSSIA AT THE RECENT MEETING OF POTSDAM HAD
BROUGHT MATTERS TO AHEAD AND I HOPE THE
FOREIGN OFFICE WILL APPROACH TURKEY WITH
A VIEW TO ARRANGING FOR THE COMPLETION OF
THE BAGHDAD RAILWAY, WHICH MIGHT BE AGREA-

BLE TO TURKEY, GERMANY AND OUR SELVES(1).
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G. KREBS, DIE DEUTSCHE BAGHDAD BAHNPOL-
ITIK, PP. 67ff; THE CAMBRIDG MODERN HISTORY, VOL
12. P. 499. FIFTH EDITION 1934, FREASER, THE SHORT
CUT TO INDIA LONDON 1909; ONCKEN, DIE SICHERH-
EITS INDIENS, EIN JAHRHUNDERT ENGLISCHER
WELT POLITIK BERLIN 1937.
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" CUT FROM, BERLIN, AND NOT FROM' = LONDONT(1):
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“] DO NOT YIELD TO THE NOBLE LORD - LORD
ELLENBOROUGH - IN THE INTEREST WHICH I TAKE
IN THE PERSIAN GULF OR IN THE FEELING THAT
THIS COUNTRY STANDS, WITH REGARDS TO THE
NAVIGATION OF THE PERSIAN GULF, IN A POSITION
DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF ANY OTHER POWER . . .
THE NOBLE LORD ASKED ME FOR A STATEMENT OF
OUR POLICY WITH REGARDS TO THE PERSIAN
GULF ... I THINK THAT I CAN GIVE HIM ONE IN A FEW
SIMPLE WORDS IT SEEMS TO ME THAT OUR POLICY

SHOULD BE DIRECTED IN THE FIRST PLACE TO PRO-
TECT AND PROMOTE BRITISH TRADE IN THOSE

(1) JASTROW, MORRIS, THE WAR AND THE BAG-

, HDAD - RAILWAY, THE STORY OF ASIA MINOR

........ AND ITS RELATION, TO THE PRESENT CONF-
LICT, P. 100. LONDON 1917.
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WATERS, IN THE NEXT PLACE I DO NOT THINK THAT
HE SUGGESTS, OR THAT WE WOULD SUGGEST, THAT

THOSE EFFORTS SHOULD BE DIRECFED TOWARDS THE
EXCLUSION OF THE LEGITIMATE TRADE OF OTHER

POWERS, IN THE THIRD PLACE I SAY IT WITHOUT
HESITATION - WE SHOULD REGARD THE ESTABLISH
MENT OF A NAVAL BASE, OR OF A FORTIFIED PORT,
IN THE PERSIAN GULF BY ANY OTHER POWER AS
A VERY GRAVE MENACE TO THE BRITISH INTEREST

AND WE SHOULD CERTAINLY RESIST IT WITH ALL
THE MEANS AT OUR DISPOSAL, I SAY THAT IN NOMI-
NATRY SPIRIT BECAUSE AS FOR AS IAM AWARE NO
PROBLEMS ARE ON FOOT FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A FOREIGN NAVAL BASE ON THE PERSIAN
GULF(1).
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(1) PARLIAMENTRY DEBATES, HOUSE OF LORDS
Ty FOURTH SERIES, VOL. 121, PP. 1347 - 1348 -
......... LONDON 1803.
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(1) HALDANE, BEFORE THE WAR, PP. 48-50.
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FOR LOOKING ASKANCE AT A PROJECT WHICH
SHOULD DO MUCH FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
ASTATIC TURKEY, YOUR INTERESTS WILL BE SAFEGA-
RDED; WE HAVE ALWAYS SAID THAT A TERMINUS AT
BASRA OFFERED NO MENACE TO SPECIFIC BRITISH
INTERESTS IN THE PERSIAN GULF, AND GERMAN PRO-
MOTERS WILL BE FREE TO COMPLETE THEIR GREAT
PROJECT WITH A BENEVOLENT ACQUIESCENCE OF
GREAT BRITAIN THERE WILL BE NO OFFICAL PARTIC-
IPATION IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE LINE. BUT
THERE WILL ALSO BE NOTHING TO DETER BRITISH
CAPITALL. FROM BEING ASSOCIATED WITH THE
SCHEME. WE BELIEVE THAT IF SOME SUCH SOLUTION
IS ADOPTED, A FERTILE SOURCE OF INTERNATIONAL
MISUNDERSTANDING WILL DISAPPEAR IT IS A SOLU-
TION WHICH SHOULD RECEIVE THE APPROVAL OF
FRANCE AND RUSSIA AND SHOULD GIVE GRAT
SATISFACTION TO GERMANY, IT APPEARS TO LEAVE
NO ROOM FOR SUBSEQUENT DIFFERENCE OF

OPINION, WHILE IT WIPES OUT A WHOLE SERIES OF
OBSCURE DISPUTES”.
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“FOR YEARS THIS UNDERSTANDING HAD THRE-

ATENED TO BECOME A BONE OF CONTENTION BETW-
EEN RUSSIA, ENGLAND AND GERMANY, THE GERMAN
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GOVERMENT HAS NOW THROUGH ITS CLEVERNESS
AND TENACITY, SUCCEEDED IN REMOVING ALLDIFFE-
RENCES IN BRINGING THE LINE ALTOGETHER INTO
GERMAN POSSESSION".
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STENOGRAPHISCHE BERICHTE, 13 LEGISLATUR

PERIODE, 1 SESSION, P. 4744, VOL. 289. BERLIN 1913:
(1) D. G. P. VOL: 37: PP: 166-168
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«] AM HAPPY TO SAY THAT MY NEGOTATIONS,
BOTH WITH THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT AND
OTTOMAN GOVERMENT AS REGARDS MATTERS OF
IMPORTANCE TO THE COMMERCE AND INTERESTS OF

THIS COUNTRY IN MESOPOTAMIA ARE RAPIDLY
APPROACHING A SATISFACTORY ISSUE”(1).
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E. M. EARLE, THE SECRET ANGLO - GERMAN
CONVENTION OF 1914 REGARDING ASTATIC
TUREEY, THE POLITICAL SCIENCE QUARTE-
RLY REVUE VOL. 38. PP.41-44: NEW YORK 1923:
D. G. P. VOL: 37: PP: 415-416:
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