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Mty ghosn

When she sighed in pain,
“Enough” I uttered !
“Tears in your eyes consume my heart”.

Her tears on her cheeks were like pearls on a mirror.

Then she said “ Do you remember our happy days,

How nice they were !

“ They can not be covered

With forgetfulness.”

And when she smiled through her tears,

My eyes flooded with tears also.

She stopped her weeping,

And fell, like a child, on my knees.

I felt then a fire in my burning chest.

0O’ God may my Lord

Surround my love with happiness,

And give her courage to forget me !

At the leave taking, the train sighed deeply at my
agonies,

And breathed out with lovers’ breath !

O’ train stop ! Do not carry my soul away.

Be gentle with your precious one on board.
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A Coquette From Hamburg

Oh for the rememberance of those glorious times.
The bittersweet of separation and agonies,
Troubles my passionate heart with grief and fears.
O’ heart you are still in love,

Though exhausted and subdued by dark hours.
Woe to my heart ! You do not repent your love !
You are intoxicated by the smart gazelles.

O’ for the days of our union!

They were flooded with joy and love.

How many a night, the happiness

Of our love sang the magic chants !

And drank with the wine from her mouth,

And her lips were but my cups.

O’ love ! your sweet

Conversation clears away my sorrows,

And supplies my soul with tendness.

When she passed by, she inflamed life with beauty,
And went swinging like a branch.

Her beautiful features attract eyes,

And captivate hearts.

She has hair like pure gold,

Mixed with gaity and tenderness.

I surrendered to her beauty !

When God made her so attractive.

I was not aware that her day of departure,

Will set my heart on fire.

®
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The Saxon Beauty

O Freshness of springtime, O smile of the age,
O splendour of songs.
O beauty of life, O happiness of dreams on hopeful
lips.
The pride of beauty struts in your breast, as a beauty
full of vanity
Life boasts of you, and sings Wanderful songs.
Your face radiates brightness like the recited prayers

of a plous man.
“Houris” in Paradise are far below you. You are
but life in its majesty.
The fragrant zephyr bewilders the warm breezes,
And hopes earnestly to mix
With your warm breath.
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How many kisses I have bestowed on your magic lips,

Their tunes are still the echo of strong desires.

You were in my arms, amazed and wandering,

In deep oceans of love, seeking no end.

You are a scented elation and a rover’s song,

You have melted me in your fine spirit,

O breeze of songs, filled with strong desires.

Your love kept me silent,

And not much is gained from a speechless one.

You are the sweetness which filled my life with scent
of kisses,

And the energy of my love dreams.

When you are with me, I am drunk with happiness
and love.

0 God, this is a moment of pleasure,

It is agreeable enough to end my life.

— AY -
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And amazed with the stars!

I shall sing to the East my tuneful songs.

Inspired with beauty of rhymes.

You are my hopes ! I said to her,

O my hearts’ hopes, confused with joys and sorrows.
Am very much in love with you,

When my heart is longing to escape.
At that instant, a fresh white arm of magic,
Enfolded me and lips were entangled.
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Mr. Abd al Sattar Fawzi translated representative
excerpts from the poet’s works. Some of these appear in
this book. Mr. Fawzi is a Lecturer in the Institute of

Languages, University of Baghdad.

A Beauty From Aberdeen

My well remembered days were, verily,
The delight of love in a fascinating charm.
When she was hanging on my shoulders,
With her affection, bliss and bewilderment.
Then she cast down her eyes and said:
O’darling you are the delight of my soul,
And the object of my yearnings.

You are my companion when I dream or hope.
You keep peace in my restless heart,
Every day I see your beloved shadow,
Coming to me with a magic light.

I love your native land full of magic.
Revealed to my perplexed heart.

Shall I come with you and meet the virgin moved
with laughter ?

And companions swaying with love ?
O’sweetheart ! take me there.

[ really will utter my sweetest songs.

There I shall be like a hill,

Which will be remembered by hoping lips.

And if you include me in your harem,

My love to you defeats my fears.

There, I shall be the companion of your friends,

C




4. Positions held:

a. Professor of Arabic, Baghdad University,
Baghdad, Iraqg.

b. Secretary of Writers and Authors Associat-
ion, Baghdad, Iraq.

c. Assistant Dean, College of Arts, Baghdad
University, Baghdad, Iraq.

d. Secretary and Acting President  of Irag
Academy, Baghdad, Iraq.

5. Sample contributions:

1. Poetry:
a. In The Conscience of Time, Egypt, 1950.
b. Ballads, Egypt, 1953.
¢. Sighs of Life, Beirut, 1960.
2. Books:
a. Arabic Poetry in Iraq in the Nineteenth
Century, Baghdad, 1958.
b.. Modern Iraqi Poetry, Baghdad, 1960.
c. Poetry and Iragi Society, 1900 - 1945,
Baghdad, 1962.
d. Al Alhras’ Poetry, ( manuscript edited ),
Baghdad, 1963.
3. Research Works:
a. Dawud Pasha, the Last Days of the
Mamluks in Iraq, Baghdad, 1957.
b. Studies in Arabic Literature:
[. Literary Trends in Iraq,
II. Al Zahawi, the Restless Poet,
Baghdad, 1962.
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the greatest influence on the poet. Love, in particular,
was his ever present central theme. Women fascinated
him. He loved them and they moved him to write some
of his most tender stanzas. Love was the door through
which the poet’s giftedness made its debut.

Dr. Izzel Din’s poetry is the embodiment of his
thoughts, dreams and memories. It does not only show
the effect of poetry on life, but it is, in itself, a reflection
of life. Dr. Izzel Din, the poet, can not be separated from
Dr. Izzel Din, the contemplator, the psychologist.

Finally one must not forget Dr. Izzel Din’s political
awareness. Instead of an ivory tower of seclusion, he has
chosen the rough road of political action, the same that
many of his Arab contemporaries have travelled. A great
deal of his poetry denounces the adverse political condi -
tions & calls for a better way of life, a society where
law, freedom and democracy are supreme.

A Brief Biographical Note About The Poet
1. Place of birth:

Baquba, Iraq.
2.  Early Education:
Baquba Primary and Secondary schools.
Teachers’ Training College, Baghdad.
3. Higher Education:
a. B.A., Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University,
Alexandria, Egypt.
b. M.A., Faculty of Arts, Alexandria University,
Alexandria, Egypt.
¢. Ph.D., London University, London, England.
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AN INTRODUCTORY NOTE
Dr. Elia Zughaib

It is rare indeed, not only among the contemporary
Arab poets, but also among poets in general, to find such
a versatile and gifted poet as Dr. Youssif Izzel Din. Apart
from his tender gift of poetry, he is a well known author,
a beloved teacher, a recognized advocate of social and
political reform, and a capable administrator. He is
neither limited nor narrow, but rather concerned with
all the aspects of life.

His many books and contributions, which span the
greater part of his life, indicate a capacity for hard work
and high quality production. Those of us who have had
the pleasure of knowing him are not amazed by the
excellence of his work as by the diversity of the tasks
which he has successfully undertaken.

This book is not the first nor will it be the last to be
written about Dr. Izzel Din’s poetic gift. It will join a
host of similar endeavors by several authors who are
fascinated by one or more aspects of the poet’s life.

The book traces the poet’s life from his early school
days in Iraq to those in Alexandria, Egypt, where his
poetic ability first proved its dimensions, to his stay in
Britain and finally to the current days in Baghdad where
the poet has mellowed. Major shifts in the poet’s thinking
were delineated and the incidents which had produced

them were identified.

The author finds that love, nature, and life have had

el
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