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A POET CRITICISED AND
VINDICATED.
AHMED ZAKI ABU-SHADY ,

[ By 5. spiro Bey ) |

Dr. Abmed Zaki Abu-Shady is one of the most
brilliant Egyptian poets of the younger generation.
He is the zon of the late Mobamed Abu-Shady Bey,
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who waz a  distincuished member of the Caire Bar,
Having obtained his primary and zecondary cerfifi-
cates in Heypi, he studied medicine in England,specia-
lising in hacteriology. and is now employed under the
Government g8 head of the bacteriological lahortory
in Suez Yet, he is a born poet; as his poetieal works
ahundantly testify. In 1908 he happened to read
Professor Bradely’s lecture: on ¢ Poetry for Poetry's
galie " which stimulated in him fhe deszire to study
lish literature in general and poetry in particular
1 Arabic, in which

I poeiry

and to compare Englis
more aftention is paid to the resonance. of words

Hian. o zense

.1'.r|‘-'l]l_'_"' D Ablu-Shady's POEINS g one enfitled
i which

it IRamin "or ® Groans an

Fou ! ] e b
iy critic of “Al-Moaddib,has analysed exh
ting its weak poiniz; in faet; he savs that his remarks
I

mited only to the vargea: Lhe rest beinge on

the saime level as the eff ef ordinary

He then zoes on with his ﬁl"';fi!:l[lih"\"ﬂ: tazk
no less than forty pages of the book before me he

deals the poet one blow after the other. As a speci

men of his eriticism 1 quote onty one instance : Says
Pr. Abtu-Shady in the above poem: ¢ Yearning groa-
ng for 4 time, the happinesg of which vanished [ fo
walla | ‘as a mirage’ . Hig critic says that the poet

should have s and goes on

5 o
annearaid | i
appearen | tabadda

ong. Hazzan Effendi Sahleh Al-Geddawy

to give his reas

licenciate in law and Seeretary to the Dean of the
Faeculty of Law in the Egyptian University, has; in a

book entitled * Nagarat Nakdia * or * Notes on
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eriticism ™ reproduced the article of the anonymous
critic of * Al-Moaddib " and taken up the cudgels
for the poet, showing thal he was right in every case.
Effendi, © iz mostly

siders only the woid, and

* Thig eriticiam " says

superficial, #8 the writer

rarely soars with the poet’'s. imagination : moreover

he criticizses sense and construetion  which were not

meant by the poet

ARABIC LITERATURE.

The hook is, however, not entively taken up by the
poems of Dr. Abu-Shady, but comprises several ¢hap

terz: on Arabic literature. and pavticulaviy the Arvabie

uaze, which latter subject 13 0f vast importance

H |
to one who has dedieiled long yvears of his life o

colloguial

the defence of wha! was formerly o

orvitlzar Arabie, and which he has called by the imore
respectable name of Modern.
In a chapter on National literature, Abdul-Aziz Effn

Abidul-Hak
thyouzh a sha

HARE Iow Folpe

provinees of the

Roman Empire after the invasion of the Barbavians

of the Latin langnage ; thus La

who spoke a

tin literature, in the middle azes, was hardly known

to the masses. Later. in the time ‘of the
people wroe tin the laninace of the masses owing fo
the development of the sense of nationality in these

J'J'."C"l\.'-.l'll.'l":-i

g, the

Going on lo speak of the Arabie langua

writer savs thal the Arabs syrite one language and

ik
LT,

speak another, and that * if we spoke one languag

if we followed the law of evolution. the two |5.11!E'iil'
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ges would become one, bat this dream cannol be
easily realised on account of the impediments placed
in the way by the Azharites, who sacrifice their
Egyptian nationality on the allar of their religious
fervour . .. are these Azharites Arabs or Egyptians?"’
asks Lhe writer.

Speaking of Modern Arabie; he says that * it is
our national language and that it is not subject 1o
the rules of the grammar of the classical tongue,
but is & simple refined picture of the eclassical, fit for
our use and consequenily should live. The word
famin 18 sweeler than ayden ( also, fén easier than
#i | where |, lisse better than [is sdho | yet | The
advantage of the modemn language is mot | limited to
its simplicity and sweetness, but because we use it
for almost every purpose of our life, and if the clas-
gical was not studied in schools and the langziage of
the newspapers, and it it waz not vsed in our relig
ious affairs, we would have no need for it . Owing
o this vast difference between the elassical and the
modern, boys hate their schools and lose much pre-
cious time : if they were taught at school the lang-

uage thoir mothers taught them to speak, they would
love their schools and their lessons

Looking at the question from another point of view.
our writer 2ays that © ag it is not easy to destroy
the classival, it is equally diffieult to destroy the
modern ¢ the samallest of these difficulfies will
therefore decide the fate of the other. As almost all
the European langusges were originally colloguial, and
as there oan be no relation between religion and lang-
nawe, and ag for various reasons we cannot adopt the
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modern toneue, we should unify our language hy

spreading education™ While arreeing with Lhe syriter

that it iz impossible to wipe out n langoage spoken
by so many millions, | venture to disagree with him
on the revival of the olassiexl by  the means he
;\:'l*.:!-.:-'\. of. The fact of the matter iz  Modern Arabie,

ars, haz had more

which was nob writfe

makineags steady progress

than one periodical, and

towards lacing the: classieal, as [ have on serveral
pecasions pointed oot in these columns.

[ must (hank Abdul-Aziz Effendi for his' courage in
speaking 80 plainly on the subjeet of the classieal and

the modern, and recommend his. chapter to those pu-

rigtz whose dream is o gse the masses one ‘-'51-,"- .-|'-';‘.i1

in the laneaase of the Sevan Suspended poems
The hook hag for frontispiece a reproduction of o

painting in oils of Dr. Abu Shagdy muaide by the noted

Egyptian Ariist Mohamed Hassan, which hangs in the
AFIS CLUB in England. It is well printed ab the

a Press; Cairo.

. | S
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