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Come, come, my love, the morning waits,
What magic now shall greet our sight !
What butterflies

Br’fon’ our eyes
Shall vawish in the open light |

1’/ b s ;
=y Lﬁ—‘h ( W. H. Davies : L. d .9 )

Come while the Sun has power to strike
Owr lousehold fires all dead and cold !

Fow softty now
The wind can blow -

When carrying off a field of gold !

Come, whew behind some leafy hedge

We'll see a snow - white, new - born lamb
No mane has set
His eyes ow yet -

Where it lies sleeping near its dam.
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Come , come , my love , the morniug umis
The Sun is high , the dew has gone

The air’s as bright
As though the light
Of twelve May mornings came in one .
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. Alhmed Abu - Shadi has brouhgt out @ simple
gz‘o-u in the form of .an epic poem. He calls it Abdoh
Bey, or an Egyptian Social Story, and it is, i fact,
a true picture of the evils of marriage among the na-
tives. 1t is all of the same metre, but the rhyme varies,
the same termination being used for every couplet.
Abdoh Bey is the son of a vich father, who died leagving
Jim to the care of his mother who wanted to marry
Tim. For this purpose she charged an old negress,
Halima, who knew many families with marriageable
daughters, to seck a wife for her son. This wife was
soon found in the person of Munira who belonged fo
a rieh family. This union was, however, unhappy and
ended in divorce, not long after the birth of a son.
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Abdoh Bey was then induced by some false friends to
marry a Christian woman of low class. This marriage
was wnhappiar than the first, and the dissipution of
Mary was disastrous to her husband’s fortune. It was
natural that this marriage should also end wn  dworee,
but the story ends happily in the warriage of abdoh to
Farida, the sister of o true friend.

“ The poem is full of philosophical expressions and
poetic ideas which would be foo long to quote here.
The whole poem s writlen wn  sunple language, very
casy to read from one end to the other. '

“ As an appendix to this poem, the book contains
other short odes by Dr.Abu-Shadi and literary articles
by vavions writers.”
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A POET CRITICISED AND
VINDICATED.
AHMED ZAKI ABU-SHADY,
( By 8. Spiro Bey )

Dr. Ahmed Zaki Abu-Shady is one of the most
brilliant Egyptian poets of the younger generation.
He is the son of the late Mohamed Abu-Shady Bey,
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who was a distinguished member of the Caire Bar,
Having obtained his primary and secondary ecertifi-
cates in Egypt, he studied medicine in England,specia-
lising in baeteriology, and is now employed under the
Government as head of the bacteriological labortory
in Suez. Yet, he is a born poet, as his poetical works
abundantly testify. In 1909 he happened to read
Professor Bradely’s lecture on “ Poetry for Poetry’s
sake ” which stimulated in him the desire to study
English literature in general and poetry in particular,
and to compare English poetry with Arabie, in which
more attention is paid to the resonance of words
than to sense.

Among Dr. Abu-Shady’'s poems is one entitled
“ Anin wa Ranin "' or ¢ Groans and Echo * which
the literary ecritic of “Al-Moaddib,has analysed exhibi-
ting its weak points; in fact, he says that his remarks
are limited only to the best verses, the rest being on
the same levef as the efforts ef ordinary versifiers.
He then goes on with his self-imposed task, and in
no less than forty pages of the book before me he
deals the poet one blow after the other. As a speci-
men of his criticism 1 quote only one instance : Says
Dr. Abu-Shady in the above poem: ¢ Yearning groa-
ns for a time, the happiness of which vanished [ ta
walla | as a mirage’” . His critic says that the poet
should have said appeared | tabadda | , and goes on
to give his reasons. Hassan Effendi Sahleh Al-Geddawy
licenciate in law and Secretary to the Dean of the
Faculty of Law in the Egyptian University, has, in a
book entitled * Nazarat Nakdia ” or * Notes on
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criticism ” reproduced the arficle of the anonymous
eritic of * Al-Moaddib ” and taken up the cudgels
for the poet, showing that he was right in every case.
“ This criticism ” says Saleh Effendi, “ is mostly
superficial, ag the writer considers only the word, and
rarely soars with the poet’'s imagination ; moreover
he criticises gense and construetion which were not
meant by the poet -
ARABIC LITERATURE.

The book is, howsver, not enticely taken up by the
poems of Dr. Abu-Shady, but comprises several chap-
ters on Arabic literature, and particularly the Arabic
language, which latter subject 18 of vast imporfance
to one who has dedicited long years of his life to
the defence of what was formerly called -colloquial
orvulgar Arabie, and which he has called by the[more
respectable name of Modern.

In a chapter on National literature, Abdul-Aziz Effn.
Abdul-Hak says that * the Arabs are now going
through a stage traversed by the provinces of the
Roman Empire after the invasion of the Barbarians
who spoke a dialect of the Latin Ianguage ; thus La-
tin literature, in the middle ages, was hardly known
to the masses. Later, in the time of the Renaigsance,
people wroe tin the lanzuage of the masses owing to
the development of the sense of nationality in these
provinees ., .

(Going on to speak of the Arabic language, the
writer says that the Arabs write one language and
speak another, and that * if we spoke one language:
if we followed the law of evolution. the two langua-
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-ges would become one, bat this dream ecannot be

easily realised on account of the impediments placed
in the way by the Azharites, who sacrifice their
Egyptian nationality on the altar of their religious
fervour ... are these Azharites Arabs or Egyptians?”’
agks the writer.

Speaking of Modern Arabic, he says that © it is
our national language and that it is not subject to
the rules of the grammar of the classical tongue,
but is a simple refined picture of the classical, fit for
our use and consequently should live. The word
kamdn is sweeter than aydan ( also, fén easier than
én | where |, lisse better than lis sdha [ yet |. The
advantage of the modern language is not limited to
its simplicity and sweetness, .but because we use it
for almost every purpose of our life, and if the clas-
sical was not studied in schools and the language of
the newspapers, and if it was not used in our relig-
ious affairs, we wouid have no need for it . Owing
to this vast difference between the classical and the
modern, bhoys hate their schools and lose much pre-
cious time : if they were taught at school the lang-
uage their mothers taught them to speak, they would
love their schools and their lessons ”.

Looking at the question from another point of view,
our writer says that “ as it is not easy fo destroy
the classical, it is equally difficult to destroy the
modern : the samallest of these difficulties will
therefore decide the fate of the other. As almost all
the European languages were originally colloquial, and
as there can be no relation between religion and lang-
uage, and as for various reasons we eannot adopt the
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modern tongue, we should unify our language by
spreading education”. Whils agreeing with the writer
that it is impossible to wipe out a language spoken
by so manyv millions, I venture to disagree with him
on the revival of the classical by the means he
speaks of. The fact of the matter is Modern Arabie,
which was not written ] fifty yvears, has had more
than one periodical, and is makingags isteady progress
towards replacing the classical, as I have on serveral
occasions pointed out in these eolumns.

I must thank Ahdul-Aziz Effendi for his courage in
speaking so plainly on the subjeet of the classical and
the modern, and recommend his chapter to those pu-
rists whose dream is to see the masses one day speak
in the language of the Sevan Suspended poems.

The book has for frontispiece a reproduction of a
painting in oils of Dr. Abu-Shady made by the noted
Egyptian Artist Mohamed Hassan, which hangs in the
APIS CLUB in England. It is well printed at the
Salafia Press, Cairo.
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