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FORWAIRD

Readers of Arabic biographies are well acquainted with
the interesting publications in this field written by Sayed Ali
Al - Khagani.

Besides his book ( Poets of Hilla ) published at Nejef in
five volumes and his second large work ( Poets of Nejef ) also
published at Nejef in twelve volumes, we are now to add his
present valuable work. In fact, Sayed Al - Khagani puts in our
hands -an Encyclopedia Book containing Biographies of poets
of Baghdad since its foundation until the present day.

Needless to say, such an extensive work, to be completed
in about twenty volumes, well include Biographies of those
poets who lived during the past twelve centuries, i.e from the
second of the fourteenth century of Hejirah ( 8th-20th
Cent. AD. )

Sayed Al - Khagani had to refer to a very big number of
books and manuscripts which are deposited in different public
and private libraries in Irag, and in some near - Eastern
Countries viz. Iran, Syria and Lebanon.

No less than two thousand poets who lived in ‘Baghdad
during the period mentioned above are covered by this work
under alphabetical arrangement among whom there are
jurisprudents. Physicians, philosophers, commentators, men
of letters, ete. In this work there is also useful reference to
some of the traditions and the most important events especially
those lost in the dark ages of the past centuries. He has quoted
some poetical selections by poets for whom there is no poetica]ll
compilation ( printed or in mss. ) which he gathered from
here and there. As for other poets who already have poetical
compilation, the author has managed to quote in this work
specimens of Verses not appearing in the poets compilation.
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Member of the Arabic Academy,
Damascus

™o
13,
oo







Date Due

Demco 38-297




e
YORI

=,

-
ot
2

N

AN

D

2T C
1 B nty

IAD
R A

INIVERSITY

GENERAL UT

LIBRARY







