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THE LESSON OF
LAWRENCE

HE Lawrence strike will, in all probability, have
been settled by the time you read th The
strikers will have won either the entire 15

i wanded, or a large part

per cenl. nMcrease de

of it
A

well con-
what

It Was won.

a5 it is a :-1I'I:L';.:,|l.' of the past, we ma

- the benefit of future similar occasions,
how it came about and h

t place, it was not a “strike”—it was a re-

sider, f
caused

In the
volt. A strike had even been thoug
mill slaves five minutes before they
their decreased pay. They had been driven too hard to
to think of organization, ballots, or anything elze
15505 ter, and the infernal whirnng
They were enduring the last strain of hu-
resistance. ‘The mill owners did not know this.
They thought there was no last strain to the how with
which they were shooting it into the people. Then,
entirely unexpectedly, this good old howstring snapped
and produced a most extraordinary condition,

A most extraordinary condition, indeed, when strikers
will not even take notice of the most extreme violent
n, much less waver in their de-

t ot by these poor
lted because of

measures :lj.';-El.i“-“"I th
mands.

The Lawrence situation was extraordinary in more
ways than one. Not only the will slaves but the outside
public revolted against the mill owners of Massachu-
cette. Think of it! The public actually protested
against the infringement m constitutional guaran-
tees and liberties For once tl Anglo-Saxon race
showed that these political liberties, which they had
ostabliched after centuries of struggle, could not be
annulled without a battle.

When, without a shadow Jf legal right, the Law
rence authorities stopped the strkers' children from
going to friends who could n itain them while the
strike lasted, a clamor of protest arose all over the
country from all sorts of people, Among the many
prominent peaple who personally stigated the con-
ditions in Lawrence was Senator Poindexter of Wash
ington, and as a result of his hzervations he said:
“Practically all constituti garanties and immunities
had been a'.1::|:|.-:||i-_‘-:|." He ther said: “There i3 no
free speech, no right of assemblage, no right to know
upon what charge one is arrested, no right of habeas
corpus, at present in Lawrence. One is conservative in
aying that Russian conditions exist in that city. Con-
in Lawrence have only been equaled
by the English in their war against
sy starved the women and children
iters in the English concentration
campse, and thus forced their surrender.”

After this declaration, Berger and Wilson moved the
Congressional investigation which 15 now Foing  on
Mext to the organized activity of the Socialist party,
this was undouk y the most important factor in win-
ning the Lawrence strike

Furthermore, the

cansed the lifting of t

of the Boer

wwressional  investigation has
which is nsually hung
st the ac-

the

over the class st zle.

ceptance of hios
Lawrence bosses
made before the
ing expenses, rev
of lightning the decp al
for Capitalism, itz hate

gentatives when a ction Was
yittee to pay their hotel and travel-
ed to the whole country like a flash
iorrence of the Socialist heart
| spirit and ways. It was a
W some lesson. The country w hehind
riality which has made Berger a favorite in Con-
the steely glitter of his devotion to caunse and

ance

UST a half a century ago Karl Marx decided to
prove the workability of his theories by organizing
“The International ™

“Organize the workers of all countries into one
union, and they will be provided with a most powerful

said Marx, and

n against the capita
|||I_|| ill‘:!:'l".'ill"\:l 1o O ||_ff_'

Easier said than done. Because all theories have to be
Big theorics

T Ry

wronounded before they can be practiced
- [}

tx require many years of prep:
e -.|"i|.".|.

like those of Karl

tOry: propag 1la hefore the

rs of Eunrope

To-day, after m:

are demonstrat

lish coal miners have gone on strike en masse

coal miners are

low t

their example

present writing the Ge
r ¢ to go out, and the French to i
Not some of them, but all of them, and there is even a

1 have joined when

Karl Marx tried to

by @ stional. That 15 why
capitalist 1is is not a strike—it is
a revolution !”

However, this exclamation of the press does not sur-
prise us, but it does zstonish us to hear that the Engli
Government, instead of purstuing the usval course of
protecting the emplovers without regard to the rights
of the toilers, has apparently executed an about-face and
has suggested to the mine operators to pay their work-
ers a living minimum wage or else that they may have
to abandon their property and let the Government run
it. Al seruples and debates about the evil influences of
paternalism seem to have been abandoned. The sacred
richt of property has been ignored as if it were just so
much pifie.  Some people say it is piffie, but then—oh,
well, the cranks will alws
man |

But seriously, why this inexplicable wenderfal change
an the part of the English Government?

Why? Because might is right! The European MIners
have the might just now! That is why the theories
which zerve their interests have become right!

Karl Marx's idea was a le higger than “Miners of
the world, unite!™  His dream was, “W
world, unite !

We assure you, the capitalists will have visions of the
realization of this dream before long!

GERMANY OR
FRANCE?

E have been rebuked for what some have con-
sidered a personal attack upon Haywood and
others in recent issues of Tre Masses. For
once and all, we wish to state that we sin

cerely regret that such sterling devotees of the working
class do not place themselves among the exponents of
and loyal, should add
wotion, the clear-sightedness that

& he against ug, savs the fat

2
rEers oI T

Such men, arden

:r-|l|i:.:-.'5|.| action, 1
to their sincerity of
would range them with the rest of us on the political

fisld* for wherever in any couniry revolutionists of the
quality ot Havwood d the others alluded to have
denouneed political action and consequently parted from
the Socialist mass, deplorable results have followed for

the entire working class.

In France, for example,
: ¥

the ane side the Syndi-
{0 an extent where they
eulogize) the murder
For reference, read the
5 in “Le Bataille Syndica vink of it, de-
the Apache who is clever enough to use the
hy of the Syndic as a cloak for his thieving
tions. The Apache w i known in this
country as a “cadet” or a hoodlum
will only steal when no one ¢lse

At the other extreme, the
produced re
] What iz the result?
3 ce has actually decreased, both in numbers
in influence, If these ¢ who had the mak-
i hem, one way or the other, had
ling of the S ist party as
they have done in Germany, the movement would have
benefited by their influence, would have grown in num-
bers and in strength. But their rejection of united So-
cialist political action put these active-minded comrades
out of the ranks, more's the pity!

3

iste.”

apet 15 bet

rench Socialist political
5 such as Clemenceau,
he Socialist

i

sts in
conformed to the dis

ing of extr:

Nor is France the only country where such harm has
lappened. Practically the same conditions exist in Italy.
In Holland likewise the growth of the party is practi-
cally at a standstill, because the extremists, first under
MWiewenhuis and later under Roland Holst, withdrew
from the ranks of the party. The Labor party in Eng-
r and more radical !D-il.’i_‘i’
hin the

fand would be much strong
had the English extremists remained active wi
party instead of excluding themselves from it

Thercfore we consider it of the ntmost importance
to bring this matter te a focus here in the United States,
[t must be fully discussed. The party’s futitre depends
apon it. Which shall it be? The tactics of the German
I Democratic Party—a highly organized unit which
abides its time for the ultimate blow without losing a
single chance to do the right things now? Or shall a
few fervid hut unreasoning emotionalists lead wus
throueh the diastrous course: from which France and
other cogntries have suffered and are suffering ¥

THE ONE BIG
PARTY

HE “One Big Union” idea is all right. So 15 the
agitation for Socialism within the American
Federation of Labor. Nor is there anything
wrong with the movement for “One Big Fam-

ily of Consumers.”

All these movements have their place and should be
supported by Socialists, provided they tend toward the
making of a “Big Party." Then, and then only, should
we favor these movements

Those who work within the American Federation
of Lakor because they are dissatisfied with the character
af the Socialist party, and somewhere in the recesses
of their heart of hearts foster the notion that'the Ameri-
can Federation of Labor may be turned into fome sort
of a Labor party, are wrong and should be severely

S0l

ticized.

Those Tndustrial Unionists who decry and disclaim
politizal action becapse of their emotional sympathy for
the politically and industrially dizfranchised workers,
are also ta riticised.  Such action is as silly as to
throw a ur own gun when rushing to the assist-
ance of a group of unarmed comrades because you dis-
eover that unluckily they have not heen able to secure
WEApOns w which to fght their well-armed opponents,

Those co-operators who Iook upon their movement as
o rnre-all instead of considering it merely as a phase of
the emancipation of the working class and an economic
support 1o the Socialist party organization, are just as

&

wWrong.,

¢ The One Big Party should be the one idea of every
Fl--.‘i::l'-ﬂ._ whatever he does. Whether voting, striking
or buvine together, it should always be dene for the
One Big Partv, Then, and then only, shall we be able
i develon an organization which may hope to combat
snceessfully with organized capital.

THEY ARE COMING

N the September, 1911, number of Tre Masses
sand
“Co-operative stores will form themselves into
wholesales when they have grown 2o thick that
there are tweniy or twenty-five within what is known
to-day as a wholesale district. A wholesale district has
been narrowed down to a central delivering point with
about twenty-five miles radivs, or, in other words, with-
in distance of B truck delivery.

“Ciply under these conditions can wholesale co-opera-
fives exist. Until such a wholesale is possible, the
stores must buy from local wholesalers, Tt 15 to their
advantage.”

The comrades across the river in New Jersey have
formed a purchasing alliance, taking in about ten retail
Socialist co-operatives. The Ifalians are organizing a
wholesale which will supply some fifty stores, and we
have just received a letter from the Finnish Socialist
Co-operative stores in Massachusetts, telling us they do
a2 husiness now of over $150,000 annnually and want to
form their own wholesale society
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OUR PRESIDENTIAL CANDID IS

N the coming national election, for the hrst time
I in 1he history of the United States, the persomn-
nel of the Socialist Presidential candidate is going

r an important parc
n worrying your heéad about a good
. from Teddy Roosevelt down to Willie
you think it is about time vou took a
lection of the candidate of the party of

many candid:
Hearst. Don'
hand in the
your owen

re what vou say about the Socialists, but
"t put it over on the Socialist party. If that
party is all wou want it to be, don’t blame any one
but yourself. You are the man who is to decide upon
that. It is to be shaped according to your will

What have u done for the Socialist party beyond
voting the Socialist ticket? Have you joined 1t7 ) Are
you help it in finding its 'way?li Or are you ofie ol
those diseruntled individualists whose struggles against
the present system consist of merely casting a pro-
test vote? If vou are one of those, you are NOT one

¥you ca

of us.

1f you want to be one of us, as we want you to be,
yvou must join our ranks, pay your twenty or twenty-
fice cents monthly dues, with which the organization is
mainta and participate in our conventions

But, beyond you must help us to decide what
policy, what tactics the party 13 1o pursuc io hest fur-
ther your interests. Right now we want you to decide
with us and for us '.'.]'m‘!ur or not we are going to be
a political party.

Of course, 95 per cent. of those who call themselves
Socialists have fully made up their minds about that,
and as you are part of the of per cent., you think this
qu{*:tlrm iz out of order. But you are WEONE, my friend.
of order, and what is moré, it i up to you
i you have left the entire management of
the Socialist party to the militants—the fellows who
were so bitter against the capitalist system that they
were willing to undergo any personal sacrifice and even
to beg for the Cause. Willing to do the work. Willing
to write, to speak, to propagate and distribute litera-
ture.

Thess militants constitute a very small percentage of
the members of the party, vet they are aboul to
decide upon a certain course of action for you of which
you do not at all approve, and little will they ke to
blame if you permit them to do this.

They out to present you with a Presidential
candidate who considers political action as just so much
pifiie. H e:*- is what Charles Edward Russell says about

; lass political action in the September numhber
jonal Socialist Review: “A proletarian
have no part, however slight, in the game
. moment it takes a seat at that grimy
the moment it dies within,  After that it may
naintain a semblance of life and motion, but
it 1s a corpse.”

movement
of politics
board 15

for a ti
in truth

only

Sounds queer for a man who' i about to run for
President on the only working-class ticket in the coun-
try, doesn't it? And yet, unless you stop them, the mili-

tants, whose emotion is so much stronger than their
logic, will make him VOur candidate unless h}" some
miracle yon wake up.

Nor is this gquestlon trom Russell an unguarded or
stray 1'x|r]'l_'.\--:i':.ill. If that were even ].IQI'T."\-“-II-(‘. we would
not comment upon it.  No, my friend, there is about to
be born in the United States a new movement, a move-
ment with a well-defined policy, the policy of "Direct
Action.” Little use have the Direct Actionists for or-
ganized political action. Sabe {plunder  and de-
struction of the products put forth by their employers),
eeneralistrike, and any . other action (lawiul or wn-
law ful}| which may be,of seemingly | immediate beneiit
are the tactics adopted 'by!'the "Direct | Actionists"llinll
over the world. Following the logical line of events
cuch will be the tactics soomer or later of the Direct
Actionists in America. They are the only possible
tactics for that part of the working class who largely
through their own lack of appreciation are industrially
and politically disfranchized.

Syurely, situations such as exist in Lawrence are well
calenlated to secmingly justify such action, yet no sane,
sincere, well-informed Socialist will allow his emotions
to get the better of him. These ontrages only strengthen
his determination to control the 1L litical POWEr. To
get on the right side of the gun.

Had the toilers in Lawrence voted rl"'ﬂt or even tried
to get a vote, this awiul blotch upon ﬂll_ history of the
United States would never have been, and unless you
take a little deeper interest in the party of your
conditions like that will exist before long all over the
country. Why not? There is nothing to stop them
exeept wour vote. A hundred or a thousand strikes
like that in Lawrence will not stop the capitalists from
exploiting you. They do not fear these unorganized,
spontaneous outbursts. They are easy. These strikers
can be shot down at so much per head.

What they fear panization, Tf this Lawrence
strike iz won, as we expect it will be, the biggest part
of the eredit will go, whether the members realize
or not, to the Socialist party organization. [ts prompt,
concerted, intelligent action is the only effective weapon
thus far used in this struggle. Only if the workers of
the United States intercede and protest agpinst the vio-
lation of all constitutional guarantess a i
in Lawrence, will the mill owners of that city give in.

No declamations like Haywood's last Sunday, that
he will not vote again unless conditions are changed,
will stop the American Woolen Company in its purpose.

Thiz :"-||'I!:*‘:i'l||. will be as il:'-.'.\':-'l.t"l.".'i"-'l.' as that l'Ji. the
Chinaman who commits suicide on the doorstep of s
enemy's house

Nor do the capitalists fear
as that proposed by some of

class,

15 OF}

immunities

any such political action
the half :||!-I-|.'|.H Dhirect

5

Actionists. They propose to vote, but not to elect; to
consider the Sccialist vote as an index to the number
of converts we have made, and if we do elect some one
by accident—like Berger, for instance—he should not
propose anything new. He should just sit down and
kick and kick and kick, and according to them the
capitalists will get scared and set up the Co-operative
Commonwealth-at once!

Such is the kind of political action recommended by
Charles Edward Russell in the March number of the
Imternational Socialist Review.

We believe it would pay J.
circulation of such literature.
ists to fear from such tactics

What you need is what the capitalists fear—a thing
they cannot shoot down with guns. You want a strongly
arganized political movement like the German work-
ers have. The German Kaiser welcomes violence. That
is the easiest of all to deal with. But he does not like
the urg.ul:r'*tlnn which teaches the workers to vote,
buy and strike together. That awful organization of
German workers which left all discussion of abstract
questions behind, which abandoned metaphysics, and
started "a practical course “How much can we take
from the Kaiser this year? And 1 assure you, my
friends, they are hl-uug it

Ten to twenty-five years ago the radical and discon
tented Germans came to this land of plenty in large
numbers. Mot any more g0 to-day. They get as much
if not more out of life at home than they do here.

That is the sort of organization you want, and youn
can have it. All you have to do is to take a little in-
terest. Don't let the militants do all the work. Suppose
vou help them in selecting your next candidate. Sup-
pose you see to it that you get a candidate who 15 more
fit to represent you. If possible, a man of your own
clazs. A man who has developed from your own ranks.
There are plenty of good men among you. There i3
James A. Maurer, the Socialist lema'l'unr from Penn-
sylvania. He has spent a lifetime in the struggles of
the working claze. There is Adolf Germer, that sturdy
organizer of the miners, Besides there are men like
George R. Lunn, the enterprising young-blooded Social-
ist Mayor of ‘n]mnrrtlc!} Job Harriman, of Los An-
geles: Carl . Thompson, of Milwaukee; Max Hayes,
of Cleveland, and J. Mahlon Barnes, of Philadelphia,
and plenty of others who have proven by past perfor-
mances to be reliable. Men who cannot be carried oft
their feet by their emotion.

Don't misunderstand us. There's nothing the mat-
ter with {‘nmrn:lc Russell, as a heart-Socialist, truest of
the true. But he's on the wrong side of the big prac-
tical question that confronts the Socialist Party right
now. That question is: Shall the working class vote
to elect. and then use the power so gained, little or
great, to better its condition? Comrade Russell an-
swors “Not And that is the wrong answer!

Morgan to boost the
Little have the capital-




THE CHANGING OF THE LOOMS

HOW
COMING BACK

MAassEs

Wetien for Tug

F.;‘lﬂ-- HE electric lights of the mill
% in the walley below, wviclet,

il vellow and white, glowed
and sparkled. On sach a
night the Rev. John Merton
felt it was good to be alive
and his voice broke out into
a college song.

Beyond the mill the cirergy-
man came into the unkempt
fringe of the city's garment,
The violet-tinted arc globes
abowve showed blackened
blotches of snow and puddles of filth covered with
skins of ‘gray ice.

Under one of theze lights 'l.]'xr1|:m came o a stand-
still. The imprint of a child's foot indicated that the

bare toes had projected from a broken shoe.  And
near the print was a little splatter of blood.
A little farther Merton found that hob-nailed feet

had obscured the other foctprints.  With difficulty the
elergyman followed the double track. Down unpaved
streets he hastened. Heeking tenements were on both
sides, and with the yellow light from an open door
came words in foreign tongues and shrill cries of in-
fants.

At the end of the second bloek the footprintz had
separated, The boots had turned toward a saloom
from which came the scraping of a2 fiddle: the bare
toes and the blood stains comtinued for a short dis-
tance farther.

On the side of the street at the middle of the block
gat a little girl. Her gown, made of one piece like a
mealsack, clung closely to her slight body. The dirty
white of her thin legs showed through her torn stock-
ings, and her toes projected through the broken leather
of one shoe

She hid her face in her bare, bony arms, her touscled
black hair falling over them. One hand was wrapped
in a mass of stained rags.

Merton moved nearer. 1t
the rags were a bandage, : staimed with blood

“What 15 the matter " he asked.

“I don't darester tell you!” she

"“Why not, you poor child ?™ he asked, moving nearer

She made mo reply, lowering her face so t the
clergyman could see only a mass of tangled dark hair.

Behind him he heard stumbling and turn-
ing found himseli conironted with a’' man of heavy
features and dirty clothing,

“What vér chinnin® about?"

“1 was asking the child what was the
explained Merton,

“Is it any of yer —— business "

“It iz my busineszs! exclaimed the clergyman.

““She works in the silk mill on Lincoln street. Th'
boez 15 me friend. "Tis he tells me she's —— careless.
That's how as she got her "and inter th" eog! Then
shie has ter go an’ puil off th' bandag from th'
mill doctor ‘causze it hurte™

Merton turned his eves toward the child, She sat
guietly sobbing, leaning over the bandaged little

“An’ ye sees she's lost 'er job” continued th
in drunken reproach. “Winter's comin® an’ &l
an’ lost her job! T tells ¥e his volce to a
sodden 't'~'1'|i|'lL'l'|. “she's up an’ ]-:‘:‘-1, her ;L:-h an’ winter's
comin’.”

“She's little fo he
the voung man.

YAre you her father?"

was as he had thought:

exclaimed,

footsteps,

matter,” quictly

¢ comin'

AT

{he raised

tao carning money,” exclaimed

the clergyman asked, He did

not helieve it. There wasz something about: the little
figure that told a different story.
“I'm no tellin® ye!" came the zullen answer. "T'm

no teilin® yel”

A new element sn the affair suddenly appeared in
the street in the form of a very tall woman.

“What ye jawin® me man ahout?” she asked

The woman strode to the girl's side and pushing her
across the street, the two went into the open door of @
tenement.

“Thoes the girl live theref”
pointing toward the building,

asked the clergyman

JOSIAH HAMPTON
EVEN

DISCOVERED THAT THINGS
MELETON AT BE

AR

By

GARDINER A LADD PLUMLEY

“She does that” sullenly replied the

“I shall come back [|.--:'|:|_;I'I'-_|'.'\.," g2aid Merton,

“Do an' be —— ter yel” exclaimed the other, as he
shambled in the direction of the saloon.

- John' Merton had’ lately graduated from a theological
semuinary.- For two years he had preached in a small
New England town. And when he had been selected
for a prosperous church in a Pennsylvania mining city
it had seemed the realization of almost zll lis hopes.

an.

But already the mechanism for the exploitation of
human lives, the hideous alchemy which turned flesh
and blood mto gold, had brought repugnance and
horror.

In a town where, of sixty thousand adults, ffty-eight
thousand work at hlthy and painful tasks that a small
minority of the remaining two thousand may roll in
automobiles, and in general live a life of luxury, and
a smaller minority vet collect piciures and endow col-
leges, if 2 man has a fair head-piece he will see almost
at onee into the devilish ingenuity of the whole scheme.
And the young clergyman had an active brain and a
sound heart.

The Sunday evening after Merton had traled the
child with the wounded arm he rose im his pulpit and
opened the manuscript of his sermon.

"'I'I'-:' Children of God!®™ The voice trembled and
the clergyman was not conscious that again and again
he repeated the words, hiz tongue lingering on the
dissyllable “children,” The last time he ended with
this word, forgetting the final significant statement “of
God."”

Leaning over the desk, he pictured a
house where he had been a guest.
served at a table of polished oak where
bowl of roses,

SCene in a
Siupper had been
stood a great
The zoft glow from candles illums;
the merry faces of three chil ., and one of

girl of ten, was like a fairy princess. The vou
a hittle fellow with :'l.'I'|*-5 sat at the guest's ~:i|||,
.11|".'1'i|]. the meal proceeded '-. '!l |r1._-_'~|_ T =uch

delight at small 1|,|.\<_'\-' ch
of course by dammty little people who were ing. a
day filled with tennis, books, rides and other delightful

INgs,

Then rapidly came the other picture. The
told of the child's footprimis, the
wounded little hand,
brute

drops of
and the reproaches of th

“The child was emploved,” continued the preacher
“in a silk mill on Lincoln street, together with
of mirls most of whom are below the leg

the preacher name of the

. 1
mentioned the

"t eould

he ad:

the mil r crusl rushing the

minds and souls ! a daughier, T would rather,
s far rather, see het wered into a than to
see her go '.JE"l::.|:-.' into those oates I

Thsz clergyman told how the
girl, and quoted the ma
that ] i
alzo informed his hearers that
frailing of the girl he
been told that the
the man.

The :.'.!:']':.'.":1:.'”: was an observant voung fellow.
when he had mentioned the
not F;|:|L'r] ta notice a
broad face

¥ |'nL:'|ij_t11I.'-
the day
had vizited the
woman and child h:

W
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ferton
lll --.l.1'|--

and
mill, he had

name of the
gtout man in a front pew. The
turned purple and the little eves under
white . had snapped and glowered,
sitting at the side o f the man of th
and purplish face, had rustled he
she were greatly annoyed,

had
the bristling

And the w
stiff white h
gOWn as 'ir

And the clergyman knew that he had deeply offended
Tosiah Hampton, Chairman of the |

}I'l.'|"|,
Hampton owned as many

coal

L
r

Trusices

acres of lands as his
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WAY OF
OWNERS

HAVE A
MILL

Ilugtrated by Manwrice Becker.
wife owned blossoms in the conservatery adjoining the
pretentious stone mansion.  For unknowi
his State and country he had recently been selected for
a position of great political power.

SECVICEs L

The evening after his first of the course of "pracuidil
sermons,” as he had decided to designate his talks on
the conditions of life in this town, the clergyman dined
at the house of the Chairman of the Trustees. The
invitation had been given at the close of the services
of the night before,

Mrs. Hampion's congratulations on the
pary sermon,” suggested that the d about it
the better, With a woman's skill she couched her
thanks for the young minister's “unexpéeted eloquenge’
iz such terms that in comparison the warning of a rat
tlesnake to Merton would have seemed cheerful music.

When the stiff meal was over, Mr. Hampton took
the minister to the zeclusion of the smoking room.
After the maid who served the men with coffee had
left the room, Mr. Hampton shut the door.

“Did you know sir, that I am the principal stock-
holder in the Lincoln street mall?™

“T did not,” replied the clergyman, and added: "If 1
had know, it would not have prevented me from giving
the name. But it was not my original intention to desig-
nate the mill. I became so absorbed that I forgot my
notes.”

“You're young,
it will be better if vou co
subjects.”

“ou want me to remain silent al
child labar™™

“extraordi-

least

Merton, and need advice, In future
fine your sermons to religions

such things as

the valley require an
who own the mines
Those things are in
State authorities

“Certainly. The conditions in
expert to understand them. We,
and the mills must be the judges.
the hands of the Board of Trade, the
and the mill ewners””

“And if T am not silent ?"

The political magnate pursed his lips and his small
eyes glinted with shrewdness.

“Merton, I never threaten. I soarn my f

MNotwithstanding the warning, the following Sunday
the clergvman preached in on child labor. He had
managed to obtain an estimate of the number of chil
dren of illegal age employed in the mills of the valley
And he was able to present figures that should have
‘Jce‘l' 5 I.I'|.| ing, but no one seemed astonished
e two le newspapers of the Were coll-
trolled. one by Mr. Hampton and, the other by the
of the largest bank in the place. On OCCasion
5¢ papers denounced strikes, suggosted that the State
I he increased, and in general threatened

loth papers ignored the

iends.”

ading

r classes

sef1mnons

on ¢ hi hl Iz |1 MHT

another paper that zal |-. 1
its “mndependence”

bought

Ge mT.i]I\
referred t
violent wm'-.i'ﬁ

at x":"-.liu,'.l
v abugive
the mills in the
1 stock.

I:.m:. appened. In
le i!'.-'ll'j'.qrrh-

‘:--l'u..mg.{ :“|!<I
paper of purchasal
to pay no attention to “those

|:||:l:"|'

who mius

matters” Tt

of a church I:i'.'|: had been
nill owners could r||1-, be the
calling those owners 1.-. =
The clerevman’s nfluenee among the husiness mer

n began to wane,

It was true that the church on Sunday
filled, but the audience had changed.
Mrs, Hampton, it had become *as common

153€ o the ¢

s therefore not a surpri
his resignation

" he asked M

asked M

Hamphon.
r, "you can
sintegration of

‘Tn that
count on
the church

1.'-'Il..\.l- rave
over with his

event, replied the mill own

we wish to avoid—a

himself a few davs to the matter
triends. In the end he ¢ ded that it
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lic priest, whom he had met on
in.

you are to leave,"” said the priest. “It
are a martyr.” After a m

relates to the cl
mill en

OCCASIONE, W

“I am st

ment, he

Id whose

Lincoln street"”

" asked
1 the priest, “The
to make and a duty to perform.
ST will hat and ¢oat,” said Merton
“Just 2 momen We are to act
matter concerns Josiah Hampion.
presently.”
In less than

has a con

witnesses, The

Hiz car will he

..'l'.{'l'u'

ten minutes Merton and the priest took
their places in mill owner's automobile. The car
stopped 1 villz at some distance from the mining
and the three men entered a cottage. Within, the
living room was in disorder, articles of clothing and
unwashed littering the chairs, table
the floor.

“How 15 the child’s

city

dishes and even

hand " asked the young clergy

ave evervthing that wealth can give,
at the hospital say that she mmst
n, remarked the priest, lowering his

»r, “She i1z across the street at a

lose her

voice to

1an  lay
ricidly ]
W eo've
priest,
The

exclaimed
bottle o
cd the

medicine and

propped

ter turn oo
aid, starin
She added: “Me man n
al I.'I.I'I 1n I-'.'II'."I I! -

as has b
at Mr.

is th'

divil !
his heart
wid a

sought Alerton, tl

has lguor
aim't fit ter bhe
about."” Her
{ ..Iil: oW
Josah H:

n she turned the

waom

bad grown famt and the priest po
of water
side and held it to her

“Tt"s ' me heart,”
at timez and then lets up again [”

The priest wiped her lips and she continued: “Me
man, he doesn't know, I've kept it from him. Yer see,
he remembers an® it's no ways sure he
than he is if he was told. Besides,
hlabbed ! "Twould have spoiled it all!”

a pitcher at the we

she hoarsely whispered. “It grips me

ildn't be worse

youl
Hampton
1he tace

e

L ashes
about

io ca

to strangle
The pr
tive. A
“I warned you, sir. It
anger her!”
“Let ne "
Josiah Hampton got his
always

astened to give |

exclaimed :
er that you do nol

idressing the mill owner, he

is bett

“Ain't
take ‘em
But, Josiah Hampton, ye
can speak or ye can keep ver mouth shut; it makes
naught d Yer money can't help yer, tor I've
had me satisfaction.”

The mill owner dropped his head forward and gazed
at the floor.
The woman's voice went on: ] was young when I
was married, an’ ye won't believe it, but they say 1 was
pretty. An' I'd been workin® from th” time I was six!
Think of it, ye men! 1 say, I'd been in a cotton mill
from th® time I was six! ¥Ye see, it was worse in them
days! It's a wonder I'm livin', indeed it is! That was
far from this valley.”

3 ay back and the priest stepped to the bed and
;||'|':|:..;|,-r] ]||_'|' ]Iii.lll'.l.-\-. f‘:|!l.' |i|:.’l.'a.| :::It"'r:‘-'l.']f :._L..i! :'.II(] I'_ur
hoarse broken whisper went on,

exclaimed the
rights? (o

does |

anyhow; he

rence !

“T married
i1 trouble an
he 15—a des
haby com
all but one

Nours

vho 1 them |'::_|}';¢ was bad, I11.':}.'|:|.',
all hadn't made him a devil. That’s what

But then he was different an' the last
There was three, and I,|:l.;:\.' |,'|'|'.'|'||--1 d |,
Ye sees a woman can't work ten an’ twelve
she 15 six till seventeen

in doin’ what

lay from th' time
without she 1sn't much
the last coo

nature intenids.

r years an’ years [ got out
a day week, An'
1 ann’ what
an’ all, the poor darlin® went to
I'he only, an® she a girl | Mothin'
rht sav.”

S50 i

o] but it mi

3
5 with

le food

The whisper hat unished to a faint higs and
Merton heard thre

the calls

Suddenly, the

“Talk of kidnappers! Talk of kidnappers! IF all
th' girls th" mills has taken their mothers an’
sent to their graves could come back, the big factory
vards of the Hampton mills, biz as they are, couldn’t
hold 'em. Talk of kidnappers!"™ She raised herself
and weakly shook a gaunt, clenched fst at the mill
owner, who shrank backward and turned his head away.
“Talk of kidnappers! When your time comes, Josiah
Hampton, as it's comin’ ter me, may all th® poor little
faces of them yer mills has murdered come ter vel

rl'|'|1ll

“An" the zilk mills kidnapped me girl an’ killed her;
killed her as much as if they had dashed out her brains!
What's the difference? Hard work; gettin® up Jong

fore day; poor fe
stoopin’ an’ risin’ :
things !

d; ten or maybe twelve hours
stoopin’ again: an' all th" cther
An' a wee bit of a girl! God!™

The accusing voice had ended once more and Merton
could hear the mill owner breathing heavily.

“I'm almost thiroug
“"You've
man !

b " suddenly exclaimed the woman.
been a hard man, Josiah Hampton—a hard
An' when wyer daughter ran away with one of
yver clerks, we wouldn't see her again, an® ye wouldn't
read her letters. She told me that th" might she died.
And she left a little girl. Ye knew that, 'cause ye were
told. An' ye didn't care enough to try to find yer
own grandchild! Yer a hard one, that's what ve are!
But it's all comin® back ter wer. Yer'll sit an' think
an’ think, an® wish an’ wish|

"An' say what yer will, Hampton of the kidnappin'
mills, I've had me revenge!”

The priest raised his hand.

“Let me speak!” exclaimed the woman. “Let me
gspeak! [ say I've had me revenge! He wouldn’t
understand it if I didn't say why T kept her. T ask ye"”
and she turned her dim eyes to the clergyman; “I ask
ye, sir, ain'k it revenge? Ain’t i, Ta zee th'
grandchild of Josiah Hampton gettin® up in th' dark an’
cold of a winter's mornin® an' takin’ her bit of a Innch
an' goin’ ter th' mills an® the back-breakin' looms, same
as me own poor kid! Think of the child workin' an®
her grandfather wid his millions makin® his stint out
of her achin® fingers! I ask wye, ain't it revenge? Ain't
ity sir?

'.‘.-ill-‘

“I'm near me end. I've had me satisfaction, an’ I'm
sure I'm not sorry! Go get him his grandechild!™ she
exclaimed, turnming toward the priest. “An’ if he will
not belicve the God's truth I've been tellin', let him
have th' old trunk in th' corner there. IY's got some
of his daughter’s things in 1. But he knows I'm tellin’
the truth. He must have heard how her husband ran
away an’ how she died of the typhoid! Oh, he knows

An' he thoucht 1t wouldn’t come
back ! Things has a way of coming back! They've been
comin’ ter me as I've Ivin® here; they'll be
a-comin’ back ter him an’ me till the end.”
= * * * # » % * & *

the story well enough !

heen

John Merton did not go to the western town, The
looms in Josialh Hampton's mills have been changed.
No longer are young girls employed there. A sad-
faced yvoung woman, one arm crippled forever, goes
about the place trying to bring a little of the joy of
life to those whose sufferings she knows so well from
her own hard experience. And a gloomy-faced old
man and gray-haired woman do the little they can to
atone for their years of greed and callonsness to the
suffering of others:

Mo e
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BIRECT AND INDIRECT AGCTION

Wriitem for Tig MMassis

i FTER talking with a num-
ber of “Direet Actionizts”
and hearing them make
speeches and reading their
-'ﬂ’li':.':L'e-', I I]ﬂ'.'l_' come o
the conclusion that T have
digscovered one of the pri-_|.
cipal sources of their diffi-
eulty. They are hypno-
tized by a phrase, They
ran across the words “di-
rect action” and they
sounded o good to them
that they made no great effort to find out what the
expression meant.  The result was that they started
off at a tangent, struck out right and left, and for
got what constituted the task before them. This
was in fact immediate action, but immediate action
may be either direct or indirect. [ charge that the
action they propose is indirect with reference to the
task before us. That is my quarrel with them, or
would be my quarrel if T had to quarrel and quibhle.

—
&

==t

=
ey

his article, therefors, iz a straight protest against
guibbling, against calling things by their wrong
name and thus shifting the argument to vacuous and
inconclusive grounds. I am in favor of direct action
myself. Every sane man is in favor of direct action
We have had altogether too much indirect action.
The whole capitalist system is a tissue of indirect
action. Collecting taxes by import duties is indirect
action, & means of plucking the goose with a mini
mum of squawking; electing “pood” men to office
on those hazy, meaningless platforms which the old
parties are always careful to adopt, and then trust
ing to luck that the elected officials will do the right
thing, is indirect action. Issuing currency through
private bankers as intermediaries iz indirect action
Having the welfare of the whole people subject to
the profits of the few iz indirect action. Allowing
political bosses to make slatez and allowing Legis.
latures to elect Senators is indirect action. Allow-
ing workingmen to be at the mercy of unrestricted
immigration, and allowing monopolists to get all
they can, is indirect action. President ‘T'aft has just
suggested an international commission to consider
the subject of the cost of living. ‘That is indirect ac-
tion, The whole capitalist system iz running at
loose ends, is steeped in hypocrisy, puts a premium
on lies and the ban on truth. Tt is indirect action
gone mad,

It is the Sacialists who stand for direct action: not
a few of them, but all of them. When a reformer
ceases to be indirect and sees that direct action is
necessary, he becomes a Socialist and there he stays
Many reformers adopt the indirect method of try-
ing to work through the old parties and gain a
small point here and there. They do not go straighe
for the goal, but beat around the bush and try to
fool the grafters into giving up their grafts. That iz
pitiful indirectness,

Indirectness iz the wvery thing we object to in
otherwise earnest and well-meaning reformers. Many
of the things they stand for in a detached way are
part and parcel of the general Socialist program. But
the reformers are attempting merely to patch up the
political and social suit. They do not take a com
prehensive view of affairs. They hope against hope.
Constituting a small minerity of one or the other
of the great parties, for instance, they try to wedsge
in their reforms, fo graft a bit of honesty upon a
corrupt body. They are.indirect. After all their
struggle, the party to which they give allegiance
remains the same old boss-ridden affair, and the in
fluence of the reformers is alwavs
therefore precarious. Now and then a local victory
may be gained, only to be wiped out in a succeeding
election, the result being merely to prove how much
out of harmony with the whole this loeal zection is
Their ideas azs to many matters are. good, and the
educational work is not without high supplementary
value, hut their methods lack the directness neces-
sary for high and lasting efficiency.

The Socialists, however, know where they
ing and are making for that goal in as direct a man-
ner as has heen devised, The [‘n'-ﬂiti'\.'l_'r':l,'w'.'-; and con

i!"'."'rl:ﬂiltr:\' :|'||':.!

are go

By

ELLIS O. JONES

structiveness of their philosophy and their program
are direct. They are not arranged in secret cau
cuses. They are not the creatures of the moment.
They are not the whims of temporary expediency.
They are not affected by loecal crises or minor
phenomena. They are always the same, open and
above board, direct and definite, marching steadily
and relentlessly to the goal of their desires.

What is the goal of the Socialist desires? It is
the overturning of one political and industrial sys-
tem in favor of another. It is the substitution of
one ideal for another, of the welfare of man for the
welfare of property, of the welfare of the workers
for the welfare of the owners, It is the establishing
of the idea that the fundamental cause of our indus-
trial and social evils i5 the fact that the workers do
not own the tools of industry with which they work,
and consequently ars at the mercy of those who do
own the tools,

Eut hiere we have a vast community of people who
have evolved out of the past, who lind themzelves in
the midst of political and social institutions which
have and  which have moulded the psy-
chology of the average twentieth century individual,
Up to now the large majority of the people believe
in the essential goodness of these institutions. and
the ideas of property upon which they are based.
It is out of these people that the Socialists evalve,
and

ETOwWn up

when some Socialists have evolved and begin
tieir propaganda, it is out of these people that more
must be made. We must take them as
we find them.

It is our task as Socialists who find fundamenta!
objection to the present institutions, to point the
way from chaos and indirection to science and san
ity, and the direct application to life of the means of
life. There is only one broad way in wnich this
work of the Socialists can be carried on, and that

by taking the rest of the community, one by one,
man by man and woeman by woman, group by group,
or class by class, and explaining the situation to
them, telling them what we have discovered. The
Socialist philosophy and the Socialist remedy hav-
ing been discovered, the problem becomes essen-
tially psychological In order to make headway,
therefore, the Socialism must et
the attention of the rest of the people and talk in
the language that the rest can understand. They
must, and can only cfectually, begin at the precise
point where they find those whom they wish ta con
vince and conwvert.

The political dnit,
with all the machivery requisite for a democraey,
with the general idea of democracy well established,
with the people possessing the power to do any-
thing they wish in the way of overturning or chang-
ing the economic institutions. This political unit
and the institutions and customs thereof, exist hy
the will of the people. No other hypothesis is work-
able. The people may be blind; they may be fooled
and hypnotized But have sanc-
tioned and do sanction the present arrangement in
its essentials. They believe, up to date, that the
welfare of the nation depends upon keeping our
magnates and captains of industry on top, in keep-
ing the political contral in the hands of two nearly
equal party which o
lost their points of view and their power for prog-
ress. They find that while there are many things
to ch the public objects and under which the

.*I 'I_';:|.-:'\-|_-\.

propagators of

-:"l"l.'i:‘i:.i-'\-l,'\- find an "|""'-"li-"."-i

1
nevertheless they

have long si

organizations

pulilic chafes, the |ll:|'-|!:1'. in a broad zenigse, has what
it wants. They find a public which thinks it is hig
and waorld-powerish and noble and enviable. They
find a public which walks up to the polls on each

recurrent election day and votes for the same old
thing, even though the names of the political parties
may have changed

They a public which thinks that it can settle
the tariff question by putting representatives of pro
tected andiistries into office; which thinks it can settle

puttmg representatives of the

8

the money question by

frenzied financiers into office ; which thinks it can settle
the cost of living guestion by putling monopolists into
office; which thinks it can settle the wages question hy
puiting employers into office.

Finding these things, the Socialists start right in,
in the most direct manner possible; to tell their fel
low-men how foolish they are; to tell them that ne
hope can be vested in the two old parties, and shog
the reason. They show that both parties are cor
rupt, self-seeking, devitalized and lacking in ideas,
ideals and public spirit. They show that the Sacial-
ist party iz tarred of a totally different stick. They
point out that we are living under the profit or cap-
italist system and that it is desirable to make a
complete change to a system called Socialist ip
which the capital of the country is owned by the
people and democratically managed in the public in-
terest. In short, the Socialists begin with what they
find and work for what they want. They do it dj
rectly and comprehensively and simply, withoui
guile or circumlocution,

Thiz does not mean of course that every Social
15t uses the same words or exactly the =zame meth-
Some may speak on the street corners. Some
aome may talk
to their feliow-workmen as they come upon them in

oz,

may write for general consumption.

Each
man reaches out to get the attention first and fore
most of those near at hand. This wonderful idea has
taken possession of him must give it forth
whenever and wherever and as often and A% enn-
vincingly as the oceasion ofters. His knowledge of
the iutricate detailz of Socialism may he slight, his

shops or factories or social meeting places,

and he

POWErs of expression may be limited, his explana-
tions oftentimes may be crude and faulty. All thosge
are secondary matters. They merely
of conversion, but the progress is

fiect the rate
nevertheless

toward the same point in every case.

The point toward which we are working 15 the
capture of the political power. first in art, and
finally in its entirety. Here and there offices are
secured. When a Socialist is elected to ofice, he
does the same general work that he did before. The
only change iz that his field of action is broadened,
his influence is extended. He continues to propa-
gate ‘Socialism in the best way that comes to his
hand. For him to dao otherwise would be a oross
dereliction of official duty, A prominent “direct
actionist” told me that the other day Congressman
Victor Berger should do nothing whatever in Con-
gress. How absurd! That wounld certainly not be
direct action. That would be nothing but direct
inaction. If Victor Berger should do nothing, then
nobody should do anything, but that wouldn’t sat-
isfy the “direct actionists.” They are certainly ac
tive. None can deny that . :

But s0 is Roosevelt dctive. Where i there a more
active man? And I rather think he waunld eall him-
gelf direct! In one breath he inveiols against the
malefactors of great wezlth, and in another Breath
he inveighs against the malefactors of no wealth,
calling them “undesirable citizens.” Sueh remarks
contribute nothing to social progress. They are
highly indirect. They merely skin the surface of
things without touching the foundation They are a
commentary upon effects without reference to
causes, The methods of Mr. Roosevelt are very
much like the methods of Canlgosz. He no doubt
thought he was a “direct actionist”™ when he
McKinley. With crazed, exaggerated ego, the idea
possessed him that he conld improve the lot of man
kind—surely not of himself—not by talking to the
people and showing them where they were doing
wrong, but, single-handed, trying to undo the wotk
the people had done, hy
ple had chosen ta he

ganization,

shot

shooting the man the peo
at the head of the political or
He succeeded in bringing about a sud
den change in rulers, and T am .
that the change was rather

prepared to argue

for the ra¢ than the
better, but he did not aid one jot or tittle in bring
ing about a char
did not m

re in the character of the rule. He
gle contribution of to a

1 ecanomic ills of great mag

ake a =in valae

people distressed wi
nitude,

The “direct actionists" among the Socialists as well
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OBSERVATIONS MADE BY OUR

it was an ordi-
third-class
ring windows
discouraging intrasion, ils
l:||‘-|.-'.' knobs '||_':|1."i||',_'. Q||||'.:.-'
mprints on hands aned
ments. But immediately on
entering it I felt that it was
in some way differer: from
ordinary railroad earriages
is one does on enter-
woods  in  the
2 [ starting
and stopping in anticipation of wonders, a breathless
expectation of something new at every turn. 3|
by this feeling I traversed the length of the ear until
I reached the last section, and there I ca upon
it

N the outside
nary, Ei

carriage,

gar-

the wonder, although I did not at hrst
as such.
The section had four occupants. COn one side sat

a florid German couple, on the other a young

parian peasant with a little chold of

months,. There was nothing . particularly

aboait the Germans except their floridness. hut

the little peasant there werc a thousand notic
thingz. First of all there was the way in which st
regarded her baby every little while, ay
kissed it, savn “Ac Maria,” the way 5Nl
when it smiled, the way she encouraged its hively curi-
osity by calling attention to ohjects the passing land
scape and to things within the car. She was quite

for

fondness
while for

evident
worth

from her
very much

noticeable, too, aside
her kindchen, he
self.

Her dark eves had no mysticism in them, her fore-
head was untouched by superstition. In her features
was portrayed preat determination and vet much ten-
derneszs.  Although her clothing, consisting of rough,
low shoes, the short thick skirt and colored blouse of
the peasant, was coarse, it had a certain beauty abou
it, the expression of its utility. Every movement
her strong, lithe body, every tone of her rich voice
spoke of freedom and lack of fear. She geemed (o be
bothered as little as her baby with the varioms terrors
that harass average individuals.

And the haby! Have vou ever seen a little rosebuxd
1::."_-.' in the more with the dew wli]l -."1i:'|.;.;l-:1|.5 to it
itz half open petals barely touched by the rays of the
sun? So was its face. Or deep blue, shadowy water,
still and clear? So were itz eyes. Or the young,
mmble deer? 5o was its hody

Having tested the edible value of everything elze
within reach, the youngster decided to try me [t put
a corner of my coat sleeve i its mouth, but pushed
it away again in disapproval shown by a funny haby
the mother and I laughed n umson
Then we procecded to “get acquainted.”

She conversed freely abont
conscipusness.  She said zhe
summer in the felds of Germany now return
¢ winter in her homeland as was the

She had two moare
feared that she might be

grunt, at which

solf-

v
wilhout

work

herself
had heen
and was

to spend
om of her countrymen.
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them quibble

siich things as B or the lo-

i of the Garden of r the age of Methu-

or the tonnage of th But 1 do not want

to qiibble at my expense or at the cxpense of

the movement of which T am 1 what the
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TRAVELLING EUROPEAN REPRESENTATIVE

if she ob-
through
crowded as a New
that she talked
ring t prattlings, and
ad received from adoring friends.
v of the pleasure she anticipated in work-
future happineszs

talked, the more animated be-
looked on his
wife expressed her appreciation and sympathy I::}' rods
and smiles directed the baby. (Others passing

1igh the. car ; hit of k A stout,
i of pros rit-

i wel] for herself;
geat in one of those cars 1t would be
Iy they
Ner 1

Woas

e

she she

astouided :

towarch
1aed

gort that hawve perity w
ten all over them, and a young lady possessing sus-
ici » much hair and coquettish brown eyes, stopped
their lively flirtation, the resolt of a few hours® ac-
aIntane 1l forgot their worship of Venus in pay-
thizs Ceres,

I'he "Hhirtations g

down opposite the bhaby a
wonder, sk g her
iify that it was beyond her com
The corpulent man came and went, some-

contemplated it 15 ad
side to
prehension.
times stopping only to make grimacezs at the little one,
and again presenting it with an apple, a card, or some
trifle

v, yvou little shaver,” he said, in response to its
thanks for an especially attractive picture,

“you're all ht you."

side to

A yvoung g of seventecnn or eighteen, who had
also joined the group, stood with shining eyes and
clasped hands, oblivions to all but the mother and

child
Just at this moment, when a
full hearts, a colossal matron

| were looking on with
invaded the sanctuary,

wmsly as to the extent of her tharst
lass of beer. But just as she
s the glase to her lips shs
and her little Maria.
she exclaimed, and
for fully 2 minute, dur
canse of her exclamation.

once ordered :
the act of
Hus

forgot to
1. which

Then

nce.

said, “they generally are; and that's

9

= only good thing"”

part n 4 fourth-class car-
supply of ¢ very limited If she
to that, 1t would prove to be a great

i}:.._l‘.-w what the
us to
¥ mean
* CAP
¢ and
the

been doing so0 long

war and

what

ght for them. 1
stick a flag upor

the property because

for

tell
flag

I in direct achion myself, and therefore it an
noys have these comrades, turning themselves
into la -twisters, take a perfectly good and ser-

and mess it and muoss it all up so that
s0 that dear old Noah Webster
ize 1ts thumb prints with a m

viceable
I can't use it any
himself cou
CrOSCOpE.

By all means let ws have direct action, but let us be
we know what it means. Let us not forget
trying to wmplish,  Let us not try to
with a toy balloon, go fishing with a pinhook,
n political economy by studying the stars.

mo

recy

And strong it was: it had every reason to be. It
was strong with the 1ace strength of its mother, sirong
with the joy of her and the hope of her, strong with
the strength of her ideals. In its far-secing, clear blue
baby eyes were implanted, unconsciously, her hopes
and strivings. Its straight little limbs were the result
of that superabundant -:||'1-r:|:|_1||| she had =zo sporta-
ncously given, Nature's exquisite sculpture, ecarved
from the mother's own body.

Thiz was no product of forced motherhood ; no off-
spring of a marriage of economic neceszity, no hot-
house flower that would break under the first strong
wind, This was a child of free Nature and free
Waomanhood, uninjured by the misdirected desires and
false reasoning of Man., This was as the race would
be if women were mothers from inclination, instead
of by accident or through compiilsion,

Thig was Beauty and FPower; a beauty which most
women aspire to produce in their children, but cannot
achieve because men will not et them : which meén have
deprived them from achieving ‘because they have sub-
jejeted race function to their individual feelings: a
power which they cannot achieve either because they
do not hve truly. Power can come only from follow-

ing natural laws
[t was this they all felt and unconsciously respected,
henoring the neral superionty even more than the

physical. It was because he felt this that the stout,
overbearing  cxpitalist freated the Hungarian mother
with real respect, while he accorded the companion of
hiz flirtation only a mocking chivalry and the matron
an amused tolerance, It was this that cauvsed the
fashionable doll to discontinne her flirtation and as-
sume for a time a more sober air. It waz this that
caused the voung girl to dream dreams that we can
ofly timidly imagine

The tharsty lady, the Hungarian and I were the last
passengers to leave the car. As the thirsty matron
rose to go out at her station, she once more directed
her massive antellect to the solution of the problem
befare her.

“Is he going to marry you?" she demanded.

At this the face of the Humgarian became suffused
from her lithe neck to the very top of her forehead.
Her only answer was a glance—a glance not of shams,
but of resentment.

And the stout lady dizsappeared, muttering virtuous
condemnation of the “dangerous immorality” of the
“lower classes.””

“We don't need him, we don't want him, Maria and
1" said the peasant. “He was no real father. They
aren’'t real fathers—most men, They zre only the
OWners of Women ;|r'.n:] 1,‘!::|”l:|r|"!'|. H;ﬂ_ We Are '!'rﬂ'- ;111(!
and belong to each other—eh, my Maria, my

uttered these words with intensity she threw
her wide shawl over her shoulders, gathered her baby
in one arm and her bundles in the other and departed
—departed with erect carriage and easy sw ta 1the
wider world, leaving me with the deep pain felt at t
decline of inspiring music, but alzo with the great
pleasure of something newly gained.

R |




A REVOLUTIONARY TRANSFORMATION

LITTLE more than a year
ago one of the editors of
a certain Soecialist maga-

zine found occasion to
take a fall out of the co
operative movement, He
playfully referred to the
co-operators as “big-bel-
lied, bean-selling Dutch-
men.""

About six months later

the present writer sent an
article on Co-operation
and Constructive Political Action to the same mag-
azine, It was promptly returned with a quotation
from Karl Marx to the effect that all attempts to
decrease the cost of living were not only nonsensi
cal, but to all intents and purposes they were con-
trary and detrimental to the revolutionary working
class tactics advocated by the only sincere cham
pions of the working class—

By

J

Brpeh e N A G

The picture below shows the employees of the
Hamburg Co-operative store. The last report of
that zociety shows they do a total annoal busi-
108000000, This society is controlled

ness of

by the Socialists.

workerz as a class down to the point of sub-
sistence and pay them just enough to live
on and reproduce their kind.

“Tust now when the party is capturing 2o

many municipalities and is preparing to take
so many more, it would be well for Socialist
officeholders to keep these facts in mind.

R TR T SRR

being preceded by an extensive and influential con-
suniers’ co-operative organization. In fact, T have
a faint recollection that some one made such a
statement not so very long ago.

Gut to come to the point. Let us for a moment
agree upon the correctness of the assertion that a
_1_:'1_1|¢-;-_-|| reduction in the cost of living will be ac-
companied by a corresponding decrease in wages,

Then why should it not also be true that a gen-
eral increase of wages is accompanied by an in-
crease of the cost of living?

Even if both these assertions should be correct,
I could still see the usefulness of a fight for increased
The wvery battle is a stimulant to the work-
£ra, realize that they are entitled to
shorter hours and more wages, it may dawn upon
them that they can have the Co-operative Common-
W |_':-.!I|'| for the :'|-|-:i:'|:;:'.

Wages,

Onge they

of the men who ask for more
shorter hours

And if this is true

wapes and

the Impossibilists,
[ T will not swear that such
was the literal text of the
reply, but I'am ready to het

a nickel that it expresses
what was implied. At any
rate, we do not need to

doubt ‘any longer as to the
attitude of the Impossibilists
toward the co-opérative and
consteuctive political move-
ment, becausze, lo and behold,
here eomes a third editor of
the same magazine with an
article in the Socialist press
which attacks us in terms so
much like the second aszault
that one might think they
were twin sisiers.

Perhaps it is the regular
formula which they preseribe
as an antidote for all at-
tempts to decrease the cost
of living, and which, in spite

why should it not also be
trite of the women who no
longer  allow  the middle

class ‘to exploit them and to
their families in a
which they can do
themselves more conscien-
tinusly, efficiently and eco-

nomically?

SETVICE

But even then the women's

attle has a certain point of
advantage that of . ths
men. The women not only
henefit bv the l:‘.\ii.ll:-r;i.-ll';.'l! of
organized and eoncerted ac-
but they actually par-
tiu,'i]:n:||_|_' in 1|11" Process "!-1‘ dis-
tribution, which we consider
a wvaluable and extremely
cducationzal experience.

oyt

Liomn;

Now as to the main point
The de-
Crease 111 wages which comes
with the decrease in the cost

of contention:

of a number of experimental
failures and the antidotes as
well, keep on growing.

It is 2 curious fact that the corporation by which
these industrious foes of co-operation are employed
ia offering its stock shares to the public as a co
operative! [ purposely refrain from mentioning the
name of the magazine and of its editors, as I wish to
avoid the personal element and to treat the attack
as a pronunciamento against these movements by
the Impossibilists.

Here follows the attack:

“Any and all schemes to reduce the cost
of living can only work injury to the work-
ing class as a whole, no matter whether it is
promulgated by capitalist |>f1iln:11hrr_‘npi;1.~‘-_ mid-
dle elase politicians or Socialist administra
tions,

iipe far back as 1848 Marx showed that:

“ilf a]l eommodities are cheaper, labor,
which is also a commaodity, will alse fall in
price and the labor commodity will fall pro-
portionately much more than the other com-
maodities,” "

#There i no escape from that. It 1s an ab-
golutely iron law of economics; and it ap-
plies to all such ideas as cheaper coal, cheap-
er gas, lower water charges, less costly food
and lower rent.

“Tn ‘Capital’ Marx repeatedly emphasizes
the fact—and a hundred thousand times
since it has been proven to be true—that any
general fall in the cost of living 15 s00Ner
or later followed by a general fall in wages,

“T¢ must be eternally kept in mind that
the capitalists constantly keep wages for the

-
l1st

that a Soc adminis-
[ municipaliza-
t cheaper car
fares, lower rents, cheaper gas, cheaper coal,
and cheaper everything else, until the cost
of living for the working class has been re-
dueed 10 per cent. all around.
the capitalists discover that the workers can
live on 10 per cent. less, they will reduce
wages just 10 per cent.; unless—mind you—
the go thoroughly and ecom-

pletely organized as a class that they can

“Let us
tration by a generai schem

-\.1|!|||< 5e

has succceded In secu

L8

A5 S00N as

workers are

resist such reduction.

“Moreover, the generally better conditions
thus a2 Socialist administration
wonld many workers
that competition
up and the capital
ists would have a fine recruiting army for

created by
who are

for

attract so
worse off elsewhere
j|'|1'|-\. wirild zoon be oot
scabs

“pAny and all present day schemes for re
the cost of living arise from the mid-
Iy capitalistic,

dige

S5

and
Let that fact be borne in mind

dle class, are

So there you are! ."l.-.‘-.'llfl.'.i]l'..‘; to page 307 of the
original and unadulterated the Marxian

Bible, it is of absolutely rio avail to decrease the cost

version of

of living—in fact, such attempts may be looked upon
with suspicion,

Do not be shocked, however, if SO
other pious Marxist discovers that on page 243 of
the zame Bible the author says that the Co-opeéra
tive Commonwealth eannot be established without

10
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af living, and wvice wversa”™
\ Thus far we have been going
with the assumption that this assertion is
correct.

along

Well, then, the Industrialists (whose battles 1 do
not intend to fizht in this article) will prove to you
with statistics that the cost of living has not gone
up correspondingly with the increased wages. They
av: “If this were true, why should the bosses op
pose an increase in wages?”

We, the Co-operators and the Constructive Polit-
ical Actionists, are ready to prove that cheaper gas.
scariare, rent, bread, meat, elothes on, do
not involve a corresponding decrease in wages. If
so, why should the trusts fight like wildcats all
propositions for municipal ownership or State con
trol of industries? Because appropriating the goose
which laid the golden egg is not a mere dickering
inerease of wages, The
figcht that battle with the hrutal, ignor-
force of To stop from
urself controlling the State they must use brains.
They must combine and intrigue. They
must divide you agrinst :L'r'-'|1:’-'~1’:|‘.-. And you and 1T
know that thus far they have been rather suceessiul
at that But do not worry., They can fool
a lot of people very often, but not all of them all

day th

and so

rake-off, as 15 an

cannot

for a
frosts

ant rifles and guns. you

scheme,

EHdTne.

fime, SOme

e American Impossibilists may

ko it that all this ranting against capitalism
.

little wvalue in comparison with the course ol

is of

the German Socialists who in a quietly and intelli
gently organized manner proceed to take hold of, to
:l.'_'111ﬂ..||b' appropriate, the State, for the benefit of the

working people,

Even Herve, editor of La Guerre Sociale, the most
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Written for Tue Masies

1[1- title suggests antithesis. It voices the com
d notion of a contrast and
mism between the two life prin-
question.  So generally is this view
men's mental furnishings that the enemies
: jden and declare themselves
against the
of society. It is important, therefore, that we
clear to ourselves, in order that we may make
to others, t what this ~'1|ppw~'uc| conflict ar

Literature abounds in apt phrases express
aggerated individualism. We read of one whos

oS-

a part of
of Soei

champic

encroachments
make

idualism

wag agai every man, and .-.'r\' man's hand

him."” iin the record runs, “There was no king in
Israel: every man did that which wasz right in his own
eves” Or, to descend present-day parlance, we have

that choice of business ethics, “Every man for him-
self, and the devil take the hindmost,” and the equally
_:3|'|r Pronouncers "'|'|1¢ 1||,'|’l_f1-1v he damned: I'm not
running this railroad for the benefit of the public, I'm
unning it for my own heneht.”

It is not to be denied that to a .I:ITl1I1 type of mind,
and '|||'|'||:.-||-

to. all of ns in certain moods,
a charm in ideals of extreme individual
many a hav has longed to abandon the |
kind and live wntrammeled a hermit in
ness! The writer well remembers one period in
life when s ielii gxtreme that
cally to upheld in debate the absurd
propositi he so-called right of eminent domain
i a wrong 1 i a right.” idonbtedly when a
man feels ||~. own potentialities for achievement there
sposition to .renounce the ties that conventionally
bind comm and to launch out jependent on
the sen of
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men,

find instances of organizations
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lv: their's not to reason why;
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life into the pal

2% CONSCIOUS Pro-
than we I|~Lu i America. - Thew
vote, b strike together. Men, women and

are zll combined in
vhich has only one ulti-

working ¢
arganizati

]

children of the
fighting

rking people.
ue

worker bl
Nnmon-sense k ledge of work
las: methods than bourgeois-aping,
stiff-collared, ]-'I..l byv-hatted

They, the Belgians,

why the Helg h his

t has more c«
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American worker.

all of them—men, women ar 1|
children—have long ago realized that their one ar
only future 15 as memt working ¢
They are not raising their children to become law
vers or professionals. They want them to be use-
tul members of the orgamized proletariat.

[f this iz true of Belgium, it has
of Holland, the northern part of
Germany especially
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growth of the German
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ment during the past Perhaps vou de
not know that they are v approaching the
high water mark set by the much advertised capital

Perhaps  wvou
r-----purni:.v._- Wwas
bringing about

istic  spirited
it know
= of the most i

CO=0pe rats 1.-"
Consumers"

portant factors

the polls in {n"'l iany. - It you
1 cate, vou will {ind that
battles would have been lost
I GO ".l'ill"l.-:|1i'|'|_":
the past ten vears

vJ.

IBLE BUT DECEPTIVE
By
ARTHUR WALLACE CALHOUN
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fact remains that there
where the two principles
1 either alone can pro

the mdividual; what 15 he¥ He iz a zoeial
."'.=| that |I15::|':';':- him a man in the high seuse
of collective society. He talks because he
ard others talk, He thinks because he has ac-
the habit from those around him. His e
11 1]1<}wr. upon him consclous, or
unconscious, by the
he h i He
that environment is not a
of 1solated individuals, it 12 a collective wh
an 15 and has 15 not of

qu |f|-<|
toms and ideas were

'l'.-'||r-.||'i.1*-\.1|| S0
a product of his
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environment,

ATl

m mself: it is a gift th
to him from the blessed fact thar “ 10 of
to limselt.” . Collective sgociety makes man in

i after its likeness. His ind ity iz

real. “He 12 a chip of the old
mdividualistic

social passion he

nary than
small ground
for the

Had
never liave

Ior DeIng

with
not been
been born,

woitld
or would have perished miserably and un-

wept. Had it not been for collective association he
would be roaming the wilds gibbering ape—animal
not man. And this s true not merely of the ruce.
It 15 true of every one of 1 All that we are or even

ean hope to be we owe rr~ '-m.u v,

A ¢ society: what iz it? It is a complex of
human relationships, |i1.'|r'1: lllrr--l IR, FROWINE, &X-
panding into an ever higher order or decaying into death

11

Wi have been lost without the support of the co-
aperatives,
identally we

similar o

may remark that we know of

number of the United States.
a few months ago we received a letter from a
showing how a number of
farmed a wholesale, and
orgamnized wholesale
ining a local strike,

Ine

COUrrences in
Only

Arkansas
T atives h:
how the support of this
proved to be the means of
However, all exhibitions of class solidarity
and the edue: al aspect of the Cco-Ope rative move
ment are of e “importance compared with the
new turn which the Socialist co-operative movement
haz taken in Europe during the past few wyears,
There is rapidly developing, especialy in Germany,
an understand among the co-operators that the
principal object is not the reduction of the cost of
control of means of  produe-

socialist in

newly

these

.
the

]|1.1I|'_:. but to
tion and distribution.”

That is why a large number of the German co-
operatives have decided not to return the dividends
to the consumers, but to reinvest them in factories
and other enterprises in such lines as are most ex-

ploited by the trusts.

Please note the difference between co-operative
ownership by millions of consumers all over Ger
many for the purpose of socializing industries, and
the communistic ownership “by ecertain exclusive

croups of individualists who t""HL'f'I.i'-'L‘"_'l' manufac-
ture commodities to be sold to under the
competitive system. The benefits derived from these
commimnistic co-operatives go only to the respective
producers of the articles, and they are therefore of
not such social importance as are the true produc-,
tive and distributive co-operatives which are owned

society

by the con 1ers, workers of all trades.
In 1'--m" , T wish to say that this new ."n_rm
of ea-operation and the eonstructive form of Social

the sort of political action

that works collectively
its, railro like—are eco-
only methods of working class defense
of mere dickering.

al action—l me

takes, that

tha l.l

ErASPS,

Zas 1

CRY

It is a psgychic
such. Gather a miscellancous

Society is not a totality of individuals
fact, and 15 possible only
mess of men from all corners of the globe and put
them together into a city, and do you have a -cp.;i.--!,ri

: Ihus it is evident that socie L].— ¢ col-
lectivity—is a product of the psychic life of its indi-
vidual members. Thus society makes the man, and
he reacts to remake society, and 50 1t may continue in
an endless spiral onward and upward toward the per-
fect '1-‘1}'.

We sees them the interdependence of the mmdividual
and the collectivity. The man is what he is because
society has been what it has. Society 15 what it is
hecause the men. thar compose it have been what 1]1:3
have. Individualism emphasizes the man; collectivis
emphasizes his relationships. To ask which [:r:ml:m]:
has a right to pre-eminence iz absurd. He that would
make social regeneration his goal must make his ap-
peal to the goul of the individual. He that wounld make
individual regeneration his aim must set in motion the
redemptive power of society. Sane individualism and
wholesome collectivism coincide.

Ours is an age when the principle of collectivism is
being asserted 'E hiz emphasis on community-interest
i no whim., It the outgrowth of great material
farees. A machine age such as is perforce am

OIS

age of .-.],H|_1.|~.|| Whes industry became a group-
process, br TN cloge econtact vast numbers of
men and women i w-operative toil, the walls of the
cO-operative cOmf n to ri The world's
work is done longer individually, but collectively.
The world's life 15 hived no longer i relative isolation

the rising spirit of
sweep of

but in the closest contact. Hence
solidarity among the proletariat, and the wide
collectivism under the red flag.

Tt is hard to realize¢ how men's ideas have changed
It iz not zo long since thonghtiul men conceded orly
police functions to the State. Any State activity !
yond the necessary 1 for keeping order
deprecated and the .-.]l..||1t doctrine of
faire” preva |]<-r5| It was the golden age of “iree com-
petition™ “freedom of contract.”™

¢
WS
“Iaisses-

anid




But to-day men's

rizens are opening.  Only the
rexctionary would atten I

M oany theoretical limit to the
functions of the State. The sole test is to be the prac-
tical test—efficiency, end that in the widest zense, em-
| of the collectivity. The ground

the L'i!.'lh.:-l Ed
is heing cleared for Socialism.

To-day as society is slowly applying the principle of
collectivism: as we are broadening our conceptions of
democracy to include all social concerns; and as the
way is being opened to community ownership of the
indusirial syvstem, some gee grounds for fearing a sup
pression of individuality, an eclipse of personality, under
an oppressive cloud of collective tyranny.  Should
such an event =nsue, the results could not but be lament
able. If direct legislation and the recall are to banish
individuality of action on the part of lepislative, execn-
ized industry is to mean the

tive, amd judicial; 1f soc

Decorvaled by H. Piziv

the world is the history of
Nothing stands still, nothing is eter-
nally established. Change is the age-long law
of the universe. There iz an evolution of the
species of man and there is a like evolution of the
morals and institutions of man.

The world to-.day approaches its greatest and no-
blest change. The dream of Demoeracy is about to
fulfil itzelf. A real brotherhood of man approaches
with the sweep and onrush of the inevitable tide of
Socialism.

Socialism is here! The great crusade is organized.
Its cohorts are assembled, its legions enrolled, The
captains of the faith are self-appointed, the plan of
campaign is outlined and concise, the watchword is
justice and the hattle-cry is love. Heralds of the Cause
have proclaimed it in every land and nation, harbingers
of humanity have spread abroad throughout the earth
their great doctrine of good will to men; eight mllion
patriots of the rank are laboring, eight million conse-
crated souls are on the march, platform and pulpit echo
with the din of a battle’ well begun.

Socialism is to-day an issue. In ten years it will he
a dominant and absorbing issue. And as such it
mands the study and tolerant criticism of cvery right-
mindzd man. It i5 no longer to be avoided as the creed
af the boom thrower or the Utopian dream of some
wild-eyed fanatic. Socialism to-day need not fear the
tongues of lomicians nor the inguisitions of practical
minds. In the perfecting processes of evolution it too
has changed, and to-day, shorn of every shred of im-
practicability, its great original truths stand forth in
the clear light of Tustice and Equality.

Let the young man study Socialism.  School boys,
college men, men of wvirility and ambition, look well
ahcad to the izsues that will confront your entry into
the world's great arena. Examine and overhaul So-
cialism and then reject and denounce it or take it and
fight for it.

It is Money that Socialism fights.
of every dispute, the incentive to a thousand e
the ultimate ingredient of all selfishness and fraud
Money that cramps justice, money that laughs at honor
and slays the God in man, money that divides the race
of man and him who kas it as lord and
master over him who has it not—a pest that has crept

HE history of

change.

COm-

Money, the arbiter
mes,

establishes

over (od's green earth and smothered all that 1s noble
or divine in man—a vast octopus that has clutched at
the vitals of all our instituticns and lies to-day
ing the broad paths of progress with his ye
of avarice !

The chief end of man is money! In the beg
man is noble, man is talented, man is unselfish and -
But the system of de seizes him
ar of starvation, fear of get-

And in forgets
ns of his youth—in fear
of wealth secking, and

ning

s .'|.'1||_ Cafils
Fear creeps upon h
v helind in the mad
the dreams and noble ar
he falls into the sordid ros

'.‘!i"il I!I'

JOHN

ld—then

end of personal imitiative in the industrial w ;
be a burden to itseli, a huge mass of
4 eort of dull, monotonous inefhciency
that spells de in life? Such is the nightmare vision
of the "indivi o

The suggestion of such a possibility leads to this
fu n: How
lective will, witl
vidual enterprise?
co-Operative commonwealth society must decide 1:.‘1 ;:ﬂ_-'
ern itself by thiz principle: In matters of policy, in
deciding what course iz to be taken, what thing is to
be done, let the majority rule. In points of detail, in
technical processes, amd questions of practical 1||.-‘hr-t_i,
commit the decision to experts, giving the freest [OBS]
ble scope and the fuliest measure of stimulus to genms,
Thus the rights

will not soc

mediocrity, w

we secure the supremacy of the col-
sacrificing the best fruits of indi
Il would zeem that in the comn

=
g

inventive ability, and trainsd thinking

SOCIALISM OF TO-DAY

H}'
TEMPLE GRAVES,

“Not in vain the distance beckons;
Forward, forward let us range.

Let the great world spin forever
Down the rir:lj_';i*.'l:_' TrOoOvVEes of {|1..'H!1jzl:."

i fear he too learns to preach that man's chief end
15 MONey.

Socialism secks to eliminate this fear; seeks to guar-
I work the opportunity to
It seeks to

antee (o every man who @
work and the just products of his toil.
change man's incentive of endeavor—to let man work
not with fortune as his goal, but with the nobler goal of
honor and achievement and broad humanity. Social-
ism scts forth Lo destroy a condition of poverty that 15
a5 unnecessary as it 15 widespread. Look at our great
land of America—the broadest and richest country in
the world. live in a land literally Rowing with
There is enough to go around. There
But a crooked capitalist

We
milk apd honey.
15 enough for all, and more
system concentrates 8o per cent, of the wealth of the
land in the hands of a paltry ten per cent. of the peo-

ple. The rich grow richer, the poor are poorer, the
eost of living inereases, the breach wylens, discontent
and an imminent physical revo-
over the great land of America.

Aounrishes with poverty

lution hangs like a pal

SONGS OF PROTEST

By Louis Untermeyer

Underneath the muck of things,
Underneath the whole world's blot,
Something, they tell us, always sings—

Wiy do we hear i not?

In the heart of things unclean,
Somewhere in the furious fight,

God's face can be clearly seen—
W hat fras n'url".'i.'.l'rr_'.'l d OuNF _ﬂ-.q}”_!"‘

Yet have we seen enough to feel,
Yet have we heard enough to know
= Who bound us to the awiul wheel—
Whose hands have brought us low. . .

And we shall cry

out till the wind

R anr ing to come—

Aye, tho y made vs deaf and blind
Gad could not keep us dumb!

cars the ‘_"

IR.
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of society will be secured through democratic control,
and the fruits of personal enterprise will be safe-
guarded.

It appears then quite possible
almost all-inclusive without forfeiting the
of individual initiative. It appears eq
secure the fullest development of the
that any devotee of “individualism” could desire, and
that while increasing the scope of collectivism. Within
sane bounds the two principles—collectivism and indi

to make collectivism
Ivantages
lv possible to

individual life

vidualism—mutually promote each other
ailism 15 a redeemed so

The collectivist ideal of Soc
ciety, a perfect social order. The individual ideal of
Socialism is a redeemed man, a perfect life. Thus in
Socialism extremes meef, and blend together into a
harmony of universal humanity.

MassEs

capital and corruption are awake
to the danger. In haste they give to the people an
anti-trust Iaw which they know won't work, In haste
they fling to the growling lower dog an Interstate Com-
merce Commission which is from the ure of things

The old parties of

a delusion and a farce, They mvestigate and peram-
bulate and imputate and prevaricate i is no
end to their maneuvers nor any lesseping the ills
that beset a sick republic.

MNo! Crteal issues demand sweeping measures. The

State faces a crisis. Shall we hope to avert it with a
check here, a2 paltry commission there, or an meffectual
and temporary attempt at regulation?  Shall we move
a mountain as if 1t were a molehill? Shall we shun
the surgeon's lance when it 15 neededr? Shall we fear
to take steps that are comprehensive and world sig-
nificant and revolutionary, when such soert
themselves as the only sane or saving course? Shall
we prevent the trend that economic forces have deter-
mined and deny the logical, inevitable necessity of So-
cialism ?

What
ophy of justice
for all. It is the demand of the producer tor the prod-
ucts of his toal.

What do Socialists want?
or municipal ownership of all the means of production
and wution. They want a povernment by the
people, with the Initiative, ‘Referendum and Recall
They want old-age pensions for the veterans of indus
try : maternity pensions for mothers with children un-
der twelve years of age; a minimum wage
mum working day. They want a sounder edueative
ld labor laves more efficient health com-
They want wom suffrage. They want
They bejieve that the Government
contains superfluons and rotten forms that should be
abolished, They believe that the age of monopoly is
passing as did the age of competition, and that the
|,-|,'||||||“|'|;_|,' i.'| ]l'l;‘;}' |5.'|1.':' fleg _-u,u,-4|_ !!!{' next
move to be communism. They know that Soci
inevitable and they comsecrate their efforts to hasten-
sure approach of the millennial Socialist State.
£ Socialism. Look well upon
them, weigh them, overhaul them. Are drastic,
are they fa impracticable, illogic The So-

] i £ Nnerve |'-'|'|' u'}'||;::1 r]<:- creep '_-'.:- |.;'!-'~:_ 1n-

steps pr

15 =ocialism? Socialism iz the simple philos-
It 15 the theory of equal opportunity

They want the national

e
{11slr

system; ch
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A. Winier.

T first glance it
sumptuous Lo
about Schenectady at this
early date. It would be if
we were looking for results.
It is not, if we are studving
questions of policy. For the
laws under which a city like
Schened

SECMS Pre-
sav  anyihing

operates  oom

pel every admimistration to
. block out its work a year

ahead. In the first two

months the expenses of the
coming year have to be estimated in the budget. For
all I'H'ﬁ('ril-"?lj purposes this 15 all the Money that can be
spent.  And as unfortunately you can do very little
without money, the budget-making at the beginning of
the year is really identical with program-making

The budget is done, and splendid picce of work it
is. It has the rare virtue of being intelligible to a lay
man. Thanks to the work of Deputy-Comptroller Dean
Langmuir, with initial suggestions from Henry Bruere
and Paul Wilson, of the New York Burean of Muniei-
pal Research, the Schenectadv budeet has been trans
formed from am inchoate mess of figures into an inter-
esting forecast of the year’s work.

The principal extensions of municipal activity planned
fall within three departments—Health, Charities, and
Public Works. Tt is in these divisions of a city govern-
ment where Socialist activity finds most scope.  In other
departments the work 15 far more a mechanical routine
than a matter of social policy. It would be impossible
to state the ncreased effectiveness which has come in
mere administrative efficiency from the fresh en
asm of the new officials. An enormous amount of
dust has been removed, and a great many rusty joints
giled. It is, however, in Heaith, Char and Public
Works that we find the new projects

To a resident of Cleveland or Kansas Ci
other towns in the west these innovations w

a
i

150

lies

and many
Il be an old

story. It i5.in the hackward cities of the east that they
will, perhaps, sound a little strange. But even there
amang men in touch with civic airs there will he

some surprise that a twentieth century city had to wait
for the Socialists to mstall the obvious.

The Health Department is preparing a system of
records (o follow the child from birth to the time it
beging to earn a living. A maternity nurse has been
appoanted whose duty it 15 to teach expectant mothers
the hygiene of the lving-in period and the care of the
infant, and to watch the child’s health until it goes to
school. There it passes under the inspection of city
physicians who safeguard its health until it enters in-
dustry.

A tenement house mspector tramned as a social worker
has been added. Milk inspection has been extended
from the dealers back to the dairies. This inspection
will be helped by the appointment of a special Milk
Chemist and Bacteriologist. A special physician for
“subnormal” children and an open air school are being
provided, A dental clinic for school children, and a
specific clinic have been created.

In the Department of Charities great progress las
come from the change in point of wview. The old
system of doles plus a stigma of shame iz heing elimi-
nated as quickly as possible. The Socialist Commig-
sioner of Charities, Walter Kruesi, is conducti his
department under a policy which mav be sommarized
in some such way as this: To those who are destitute
becanse they are too old or too young to support them

E N EGCeE

By

WALTER LIPPMANN

solyes, or because they are sick or injured, the
owes not charity, but a pension. He has been granting
relief to these peo le in that form. To the able-bodied
who are destitute becanse they cannot find work, the
(‘i:\" OWeEs not |_'-|;1:::'|_ri|__-.-I but work.  And if work cannot
be had, a temporary loan, By arrangement with the
Street Department men are given a chance to earn their
relief. .

Three extensions Lo the work of the Charities De-
partment are planned: A municipal grocery store for
aupplying the food given as pensions, a lodging house,
and a farm where ;lhlq--r-nJinl men can repay loans -E1
healthful work.

Under Public Works would come naturally the actual
advances in municipal trads An ice plant as part of
the Water Bureau was at work during Janvary har-
'.'|,':-'.!h1:.': 1:-:;|,' 'l.'.'i:-:[l'.rr or not the l.'il.}' can sell ice to
the public at cost 15 a legal question. But the supply
on hand can certainly be used by the city—that is sold
—amd will save money this summer for the
wals and the Charities Plavgrounds will be added,
new schools bmlt—skating rinks: made by Aooding va-
cant lots have been in wration the last two months.
An asphalt plant for use in street work 15 provided for.
A Free Labor Bureau is in operation. The official tele-
phones ve been centralized, saving money and time.
Oftteial mail is now delivered by patrolmen. The wages
of city laborers have been increased from $1.75 to Sz2.00
And finally all the purchasing dane by the city
15 ceptralized m the Public Works Department.

The Comm
Board of

Mayor, the

§

I
a

to the city

H ] ||:'1_1.'

n Council is at this writing about to es-

Public We

tablisk a f:.l'l', |:|'-;|:-i:-"li:1!_{ of the
3 the Common Council, the
heads of =uch departments as  Health, Charities,
Schools, Public Works, the Scerctary to the Mavor and
two private citizens. The work of thiz board is first
of all that of co-ordin those city activities which
bear |s:’|l|,:|,"".|:'|1':-_-.' on hin welfare, then of ma
survey, and Fa
d welfar

President of

g a
of supervising and extond-

social

social centers, free

Wrilten far Tue Masses

legal aid and other services for which no machinery
has existed up to this time

Thiz in brief is the work cut ount for the . The
cost of it might well he expected to exeeed that of the
previous year. Yet as a matter of fact the administra-
tive cost is 322000 less than Iast vear. The budget as
a whole is about 337,000 larger, but the difference is
made up of debts incurred hefore the Socialists came
into office and left for the Socialists to pay.

This program, impertant as it is, should be recog-
nized for what it i1s. When accomplishied Schenectady
will be more advanced than the average American city,
but it will not be ahead of the best. In large measure
this is due to Schenectady’s backwardness when the
Socialisis took office. In a measure, too, it must be
charged op to the small amount of home rule allowed
under the State charter.

But there are other reasons—reasons of larger im-
portance which Socialists all over the country will have
1o i:-l.:.'{' HE 1]1l.'}' EO OF |_-:||:.|;uri|=;.; cities. F:ph{-:"“-c-}nr!..,' 1'5

after all a laboratory in which we can hope to develop
a Ccertain amount of experience

In the first place, Schenectady is not a city of Social-
i i POWET,

izt ty in which the Saocialists are in
although the actuwal number of convinced Soci
a manority. It 15 undemably true that without the aid of
a large number of protest votes and the dvision of the
anti-Socialist votes between the old partics the Social-
i5ts would not be in office. When a minority sets out
to govern a majority its hold of the government is a
ticklish affair,

How to hecome a majority before the next election
is the problem that confromts it. For the old parties
are sure to combine, and the protest vote is fich Shall

I: 15-°a ci

ke,
the Socialists play safe, or shall they inaugurate a bold
policy and let the next election take care of itself? A
bold policy means spending money, and that means high
taxes, and that by the laws of cconomie determinism
kes the old-parties howl and the insurgents grumbile.
Playing safe, on the other hand, may be very danger-
ous in the long run. For it confuses Socialism with
reform politics and tends to impregnate the movement
with half haked people who don't understand Soeialism.

Another thing that these two months in Schenectady
have made clear is the absence of any careful prepa-
ration for gur immediate demands. The things that a
Socialist city should undertake at once are not formu-
lated. Tt is amazing to see the number of letters that
come to Schenectady from Socialisiz all over the coun-
try asking what they can do if they are elected. We
are in danger of winning victories faster than we can
use them.

One other thing of tremendovs importance has come
into the light of day. That i the yuestion of what a
Socialist city would do in case of a big strike. Sche-
nectady got a wlhiff of the nroblem the frst ten days
the Socialists were in office. There was a strike on at
the American Locomotive Works among the hoiler-
makers. The force of it was almost spent, and it was
settled in the second weel, But there was enouEh ::1|
the affair to saggest more. What would the Socialists
do if they controlled the city government at Lawrence,
for example? These quesiions are very pressisg in-
deed, and our attitude is not clearly defined.

They are typical problems that all Socialists ruling
non-Socialist cities will have to deal with.
problems that must be considered at once
city will have them as it comes under. Soci
The two months in Schenectady have helped 1
these problems

They are
for each

1alist rule
clanfy

They are valuable for that reason.




HE wooden clock downstairs struck six. Down

I the alley was heard the sound of closing doors

the click-clack of wooden shoes on the walk,

It was the screencrs going to the mine, Until

seven o'clock all was silent again. Then shutters were

thrown back and through the walls came the sounds of

yawning and coughing. Now the grinding of coffee was
heard ; vet no one awoke in that room

Suddenly Alzire ran barefooted to her mother's bed.

“Mother! Mother! Get up! It's late! You know
you have to go out. Take care, or you'll crush Estelle!”
And she pulled the baby from beneath its mother,

“(Oh, God!" groaned the woman, rubbing her eyes. “1
am so tired- could sleep all day. Dress Lenore and
Henri, I'll take them with me; you must mind Estelle,
I don't want to drag her along; she'll cateh cold in this
weather.”

She hastily dressed and washed herseli, puttn
ald blue zkirt, her hest one, and a gray, woolen jacket,
on which she | sewn two patches the day hefore.

“The litile ones

an

“What shall I do?" she murmured
must have something to eat.”

As her mother descended the stairs Alzire re-entered
the room, carrying Estelle, who was erying. Though
she was only eight years old, she calmed and amused
the baby with the tender solicitude of a little woman,
Putting it into the still warm bed she coaxed it to sleep
again. Now another uproar arose; she was obliged to
make peace between Lenore and Henri, who had just
awakened. These children only agreed when azleep,
The girl of six, on awakening, flew at the boy of two,
who could not defend himself. Both had big heads
covered with yvellow hair. Alzire pulled them out of bed
Then they stamped while she washed them and put on
each article of clothing. They did not open the shutters
for fear of disturbing old Bonnemort, who continued to
anore amid the confusion.

“Come down, 1f you're ready,” called the mother.

Then ghe opened the shutters, raked the fire and put
on some coal. A glance into the sancepan dispelled the
hope that the old man had left a little soup. She cooked
a bandful of vermicelli which had been held in reserve
for three days; not a crust, not a bone remained. YWhat
would become of them if Maigrat stopped their credit
and the rich people at Piolaine would not give her five
francz? When the men and the girl returned from the
mine there must be something for them to eat. They
could not live without food.

“Come,” she cried, “I must be off.”

When Alzire and the two children were there she
portioned the vermicelli out mto three little plates, say-
ing she did not wish any herself. Although Catherine
hael already wsed the coffee grounds, left over from the
day before, she poured some water over them and drank
two great howls of coffee, so weak that it looked like
water with a little iron rust. It was good all the same
Tt would strengthen lier.

“Listen.” said she to Alzire, “you must let your
grandfather sleep, and see that Estelle does ot
break her neck: if she wakes up and eries too much,
here's a lump of sugar you can melt and give her in
spoonfuls, . o . T know you're too sensible to
eat it yourself.,”

“How about school, mammar”

“That will have te wait another day
now."”

“And the soup, don't you want me to make it if
you're late?"

“No, you'll have to wait 'till I get home.”

Alzire, with the precocious intelligence of an in-
valid, knéew how to make zoup. But she did not in-
sist, she understood why she must wait.

Now the whole alley was astir; troops of children
were going off to school with loitering step. Eight

T need you
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SECOND PART

Alberd Songichien. Hiwstrated by H.

o'clock struck; the sound of wvoices arose at the
house of Levaque, on the left.

The wives' day had begun, which would be spent
in going from house to house, their hands on their
]'|-i|_:.§I their tongues running without a break.

At that moment a wan face, with large lips and a
broken flattened apainst the window
pane, while a woman cried:

“Listen! I've something new to tell you.”

“I'm in a

NOSE, Wik

“No, not now,” replied Maheu's wife.
hurry.”

And, refusing the offer of a cup of warm coffee,
she set out, pushing Lenore and Henri before her.
IFFrom the room abowve i"r-::-1|1|l.'!'|‘.1-!|'ll- l'l.'g“!il.l' SNOre
filled the house.

Outside, the mother was surprised to find it was
no longer blowing. The sky was heavy, and a
chilly thaw was dampening the walls and hlling the
roads with the mud peculiar to coal regions, black
as soot, thick and eclinging. Boxing Lenore's ears
for heaping the mud on the toes of her shoes, she
left the alley, passed along the canal-road, and then,
tar shorten the distance, cut through ficlds enclosed
by moss-covered fences. Manufactories succeeded
cach other, with high chimneys, denoting a coun-
try of industry. Behind a group of poplars was
the old Reaguillart mine, whose wooden staging
alone remained standing. Turning to the right she
came out on the main road.

As she approached the warehouses and shops be-
longing to the company the mother decided to take
¢he hands of Henri and Lenore. EBefore them was
the house of M. Hennebeau, an enormous building
which was separated from the road by a railing and
a garden, A carriage had stopped before the door
from which a gentleman and a lady were alighting,
visitors arriving from Parig, for Madame Hennebeau,
who ,'|_|'|'|w;_|_:|'-;:-:] i1'| the '.'l.'.thII'IJEL'. Fave an c!-cclamat:iun
of surprise and joy.

“Come on, now, mutiered the
the children out of the mud.

Very uneasy, she arrived at

mother,

Maigrat's

SLOre,
which was next to the director's, a simple wall sep-
arating them. The store in front contained every

saleable article: meat, fruit, bread, beer, crockery
and notions. Maigrat had been an overseer of the
Voreux—he had started out in a small way; then,
thanks to the protection of the company, his busi-
ness had enlarged little by little, driving out all
other shops in Montson. Having monopolized
trade, he was able to sell cheaper and give credit.
But he still remained 1n the hands of the company,
which had built for him his little house and store.

“Here I am again, Monszieur Maigrat,” humbly
zaid the woman, finding him standing before his
door.

He eyed her without a word. Fat, cold and
polite, he prided himself on never changing his
mind.

“You won't turn me away like you did yesterday,
will you? We must have bread to eat until Mon-
day. I know we've owed you sixty franes for two
YEArs.

She spoke in short, faltering sentences. It was
an old debt, contracted during a strike. Twer
times they had promised to pay up) but were ur
to do so: last pay day they had given him forty
gous: then, a shoemaker whom they owed twenty
franes, threatened to have them arrested, and they
were obliged to pay him all the money they had
leit. That was the reason they were now without
a sou. At other times, like their comrades, their
money held aut until more was received.
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mouth and
crossed over his stomach, Maigrat shook his heard
at each supplication.

“MNothing, but two
Maigrat. I'm reasonable, I
Only two three-pound loaves a day.”
“Nal” he thundered at last,

Without opening his arms

loaves of bread, Monsieur
don't ask for coffee,

His wife came forward, a wretched creature, who
passed her days over a register without even dar-
ing to raise her head; but she moved away in
fright on seeing the unhappy woman turn her be-
secching eyves toward her. They said she yielded
her conjugal relations to the pirls of the town., It
was a known fact, that when a miner wished a pro-
longation of credit, by sending his wife or danghter,
whether pretty or ugly, it was obtained if only they
were compliant.

Siek at heart and followed by the cold looks of
Maigrat, the mother turned away, pushing her chil-
dren before her.

Only one hope remained; the rich people at Pio-
laine. If they would not lend her hive francs they
must all lay down and die. Walking on, she
planned how she would spend the five francs; firse,
some bread, then coffee, potatoes, a gquart of beer
and, perhaps, a little hogshead cheese for the men
who needed meat.

The Monzoon priest, the Abbe Joire, passed her,
picking his way through the mud like a well kept
cat who was afraid of sciling itseli. He was 2
good man, who lived at peace with the whole world.

“Good morning, Monsieur le Cure”

He smiled at the children and passed on, leaving
her standing in the middle of the road. She was
not religious, but the thought had come to her that
the priest might give her something,

The journey through the black and sticky mud
was resumed. There were still two kilometers to
drag the now worn out children. Twice she nearly
fell in the soft road. When they had at last
reached the doorstep, three large dogs sprang upon
them, barking so loud that the little ones screamed
with fear.

“Leave yvour shoes and come in,” said the servant.

In the dining room the mother and her children
stood motionless, uneasy under the glances of the
old gentleman and lady who were stretched out in
the arm-chairs.

“¥ou must attend to them, my dauvghter,"”
latter.

The Gregoires

said the

charged Cecile with their alms-
giving. That entered into their idea of a good edu-
cation. 1t was necessary to be charitable, they said.
But they flattered themselves that they dealt out
charity with intelligence, having a continual fear
of being mistaken and encouraging vice. No, they
never gave money, not ten sous, not ey two; for
it was well known that as soon as a beggar had two
sous, he spent them for drink. Therefore, theis
charity especially consisted in the distribution of
warm winter clothing to the poor children.

“Oh! the poor darlings!" said Ce “they are
pale from the cold! . . Honorine, go up stairs
and get the bundle”

The maide were also eyveing these mizerable pEo
ple with the pity and feeling of girls never in want
of a meal. "While the chamber-maid went up
stairs, the cook, forgetting herself, set the milk-
bread back upon the table and stood locking on
with folded arms.

“T ztill have two good woolen dresses and some
little capes,” said Mademoizelle. “The poor little
things shall be warm.”

e T e R LS I



Then| Maheu's wife found her

ing:

songue;

stammer

*Thank you, Mademoiselle, . . You're very
;‘-'u,'u_'--.‘":.“ I
Hér eyes hlled with tears; she was sure of f

francs; she only oceupied herself in studving h
to ask for them, if they were not offered, The
chamher-maid not returning, a2 moment of embar-
rassed silence followed. On each zide of their
mother, holding tight to her skirts, the little ones
fixedly regarded the milk-hread,

“Have you only those twa?”
goire, to break the silence.

“0Oh) Madame, I've seven.”

M, Gregoire, who had resumed his paper, gave an
indighant start.

"Seven children, good heavens!

“Fi'is imprudent,” murmured the old lady,

Thelmother excused hergelf with an uneasy ges-
turel She was thinking of the five franc piece and

asked Madame Gre-

her voice, at first low d timid, became loud and
eagery as she explained that fatal debt, [hey had
pard regularly for some months, but one d they

y
got behind, then all was ended, for they eould not
catech up again. The men were disheartened with
thé work which did not pay them enough te keep
strdight. They could not get out of this scrape.
Butothey must understand the whole affair. A
shomipgker in want of a drink to waz down the
dust;, had begun their trouble. Perhaps it was no
fault of his. At any rate the workmen did not earn
enotgh.

!

*The company gives you fuel and houses, I be-
lieve,” said Madame Gregoire.

With a glance at the coal Aaming in the fire-place
she answered:

Yoz, they give us cc

It's not very good, but
it burns. . . . The rent's only six francs: that
don't seem like much to you, but sometimes it's
pretiyshard to pay it. Why, to-day, if they were to
cut me to pieces I couldn't hand them a sou, for
you.can't give what vou haven't got”

The pentleman and lady were silent and yawned
a little languidly, depressed and uncomfortable by
the exposure of this misery. She, fearing she had
oftended them, added with a wigse and calm air of
a practical woman:

“If'does no pood to complain. Things are so anid
welllthdve to stand them. No matter how much we
tried, we couldn’t change anything. So, Maonsieur
and Madame, it's best to be ho and work on
with, the strength the good God has given us, 15n't
e

M. Gregoire nodded his head approvingly:

“With such sentiments, my good woman, one is
abovel misfortune.”

Hbénorine and Melanie brought in the bundle.
Cecile opened it and took out two little dresses and
Capes; some and mittens. Those
wouldydo very well, and with the maid's assistance,
she hastily tied up the bundle, for her piano teacher
had arrived at last, and she pushed thé mother and
children towards the door.

also stockings

“We'are so short,” stammered the woman. “if
you've'only a five franc piece.”
Thellwords choked her, f the Maheus were

proud and would not beg. Cecile glanced uneasily
at her father, but he slowly refused with an air of
duty.
“MNo ot iz not our habit. We cannot
Then the voung girl turned to her mother, wish-
ing' 1o .wrive something to the children. They were

still looking at the milk-bread, and cutting it in two
she to them,

Ve 1t
“"Here! this is for :.'n'_:|'I

Then she took it back and asked for an old paper.
“Wait, you share with and
sisters.”

can your brothers
And, under the watchiul glances of her parents,
she ended by pushing them outside. The
hungry little things went off holding the bread care-
fully, their Little hands benumbed with the cold.
Pulling her children along the road, the mother
no longer noticed the barren fields, the black mud,
of the livid sky. When she arrived at Montson, she
resolutely Maigrat's store, begging so
ended by ecarrying away two
I of breaw, other provisions, and even a hun-
dred sou piece, which lent her for a week
When he told her to send her daughter to get the
provisions she understood his kindness.
did not fear;
any insult, would zlap his face.

= ¥ * i . . "

1:u.:-l:|'.

entered
that she

Was

But she
a good mirl, and, for

Latherine g

[he women had been 'i”'“'-'—'_\.. |_:<|-~-h;|_.i1'|-r;|I when one

of them arose and went to the window.
“Whao's that?™ she cried. “W hy.it's: 3
nebean with some They're turning around.
Look, my they're going to your
house.” '

ladame Hen-

|:-l.'--;":l|v|,'.
dear [ think

La Maheu was filled fear. Who
whether Alzire had cleaned up; her soup was not
and she was not dressed.  She stammered
good day™ I lew off without turning her head.

But shone. Alzire, very sedate and
with a house cloth hefore her, was making the soup,
=he had pulled
I gathered some sorrel in the garden,

now cleamng the wvegetables, while
upon the fire a large kettle of water was heating
for the men's bath on their return. Henri and
Lenore were peaceable by chance. The father Bonne-
mort was silently smoking his pipe.

As the mother drew a sigh of
Hennebean knockea and entered.

“N¥ou will permit will
woman?”

She was a large blonde, a little heavy in the ma-
turity of her forty wvears, and she smiled, without
showing her fear of soiling her toilet, a dark green
silk, covered with a black velvet mantle.

“Come in,” said she to her guests. “There is
nothing to be feared. . Welll is it not clean?
This good woman has seven children. All our
housewives are lhike this. . . . 1 have explained
to vou that the company rents them the hoiise for
gix francs a month. There 15 one large room on
1_|::||?‘ first Hur:r, two bedrooms :'|'||ll';-e;I a cellar, and a
garden.”

The gentleman, who wore the inzignia of
order, and the lady in a fur cloak, who had that
morning arrived from Paris, opened their eves in
astonishment at this life, which was so entirely un
known to them.

“And a garden,” repeated the lady, “"why, it's charm-

ulﬂl ',\':|||w_=,

evervithimg

seeing her mother did not return
the leeks, I
and

she was

relief, Madame

me, you not, my good

SO e

We can give them more coal than they can burn,”
continued Madame . A pl }-C‘:J_"i.’n'l visits
them twice a week, and when they |

Henneb

become old, I:li'll.'l‘\.'
receive pensions, although we do not deduct any-
thing from their wages now.”

‘A wveritable country of Coecagne,”
tleman, enchanted.

La Maheu

said the gen-

E'|||FI|: I|'|l'||; l_"."l.-l'il'-C.

aArose

ies  refused Madame Hennehean was al-
atigued, For an instant she forgot her ennui
in this role she had assumed; a herd of | 5, she
thought, and repugnance immediately § wed in
this heavy atmospheré of misery, ugh she

never made herself uneasy by think of these

ready

people working and suffering beside her.
“The beautiiul ch en!” murmured the . who
in reality thought them ifrightiul, with their im-

wered with straw colored hair,

mense heads ¢

Ot of
some questions about Estelle.
respectiully taken his pipe from his
none the less remamed an object for syn
A '~'f"|L'II'. .'.|| -.-I. el ] | o Came 1||:|-.'| ||:1;|
o go ide to expectorate, feaning tne
WOl hten these people.

Alz vas a great
housekeeper! They mother on
such an intelligent child, No one spoke of
her hump, although compassionate looks were cast
on the poor, inhrim beimg.

“Now,”

A

liteness they asked their ages and also

Old & wmort had

uth, but he
! WATT

. When
referred
spittle

(1]
sugeess. What a
complimented the

sweet little

having

concluded

Hennebs they
in Paris of our alleys, you will be able to
reply. No more rumors like that, for mothers, old

Madame

people and all are happy, as you see”
“Marvelons! Marvelons!” cried the gentleman

in 2 hnal burst of enthusiasm.

They went out, enchanted with this sort of phe-
enal hut and La Maheu stood in the doorway,
watching them slowly go off, talking very loud. As
soon as their backs were furned the other women
joined La Maheu, who still had Estelle in her arms,
and they stood watching the retreating forms of
Madame Hennebean and her  puests. When they
were ont of hearing the gossiping was renewed,

“Theyve got some money on ther | Their
clothing 15 worth more than themselves.

“I don’t know anything about the others, but I
wouldn't give four sous for that one from here, fat
They tell some strange stories about

as- she is.
her.”

“Well, what are they?

“Oh! about men. The engineer is one of them."

“That little thing?”

“What difference does that make. if it
her? 1 don't think much of a woman wh
acts as if she was pleased with anythi
Look! she turns her back on
spised us all. Is that right?’

Madame Hennebeau and her frie:
on with the same lotering step, still ial
& landau drove up belore the church,
alighted a dark pentleman, about forty-e
of age, with a strong face, and his form muffled up
i a long, dark overcoat.

“The husband,” murmured la Levague, lowering
her voice as though he was by her si filled with
the strong fear which the director inspired in his
ten thouzand workmen,

Now, evervone 1n the alley was outdoors. The
women s curiosity became greater and greater, and
the proups drew closer topether, becoming a per-
fect mob; while the dirty children lay upon the
pavement with gaping mouths. The pale face of
the teacher seen an instant peeping
from the window. The man, who had been digging
in the garden, rested his foot on the spade, while
he watched with the others. And the murmur of
the gossiping volces swelled out lictle by with a
rustling sound like the wind sweeping thr a forest

of d leaves,

AIMuses
never

she de-

us, 45 11

ls were going
king, when
1 Trom 1t

school wWas
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MINIMUM WAGE ACROSS THE WATER

#"

ARELY is it that we sc far forget our manners
R as to explode with a coarse guffaw when an
eateemed contemporary slips down on the ice

but the present occasion is too tempting.

Upon our helpless heads for the past several months
—in farct dating from the beginning of the Alasses La-
bor League—there has been descending a regular down-
pour of criticism, good-natured, bad-natured, and other
S0Orts The genial critics said that the idea of the
League was absurd and far-fetched and entirely out of
place and not at all needed wm America. The grouchy
ones called it self-advertising, grand-stand playing,
treason, and several other things

We zaid that the idea of the Masses Labor League
(the Minimum Wage and the Limiting of the Work-
day} was the most revolutionary practical movement
in the field to-day, and moreover a revolution that might
be accomplished by political action

ITH this idea it is plain to be seen that the

“; trouble of the English with their coal sup-
ply has rather interested us. Becanse what

the miners want and what the operators wsll

establish and wwhat the govermment will put through of
the opevators dow'i—is a Minimum Wage, There 18
no dodging around the fact that this i3 the most im-
portant issue now before the makers of a new eivili-
zation. 1f the English government acts as it undoubt-
edly must act, it will be an official recognition of the
fact that labor iz entitled to a certain standard of Liv-
ing below which capitalists are forbidden to drive them.

a preat strike of the coal-miners which extends to

the contiment. When the minimum wage is grant-

ed it will benelit the coal-miners only
h‘Elpb a I'|_".'. I:‘."il]:ﬂg l.'.\'.n:'l'p?.:il'll1:~'.

The Mmimum Wage 15 the issue of the hour and
also the issue of the next few years. It may come with
strikes and hloodshed or it may leave its victories re-
corded wholly in the election returns, but coming it is.

\We want this change brought about peacefully and
through the accepted channels: not Dbecause strikes
are pot picturesque and interesting, but because as a
rile the ballot box is a better menns of getting there,
We believe in political action as the most efficient means
of progress for the working class,

There is no room for any more destructive criticism
of our amtation for a Minimum Wage. Events have
proven that it 15 a most NECESEATrY form of agitation at
present. A task which the Socialist Party has not the
time to perform. The points we are emphasizing are
the very points which will be most in evidence in the
coming decade,

I}«.' England this Minimum Wage 15 being forced by

th per-

UMEROUS letters have come into our hands
N inquiring about the League and offering sug-
gestions and asking questions. Some of the
questions and hints are quite in line—others

are not 20 helptul,

Mr. A wants to know about the man who can’t earn
three dollars at his trade, Suppose such a man be an
apprentice or disabled in some way so that he cannot
turn out three dollars’ worth of work? What then?

Well, that seems simple. Let three dollars e the
minimum wage. If a distinction be necessary, pay the
skilled workman more, but give the man at the bottom
enotigh to enable him to live decently. In the case of
a man so far below average that he cannot actually ac-
complish three dollars’ worth in a day—well, it scems
plain that he is in the wrong trade, and sooner or later
under Socialism or capitalism he will be forced out
into something that suits him better. Some day there

will be great public works where men who are unable
te work economieally at a specialized trade can earn a
minimum wage doing unskilled labor. But just now it
to help the more capable and skilled work-
Give them a chance and they will

is enough
ers out of the pit
be in a position to help the rest,

NOTHER correspendent finds faults with So-
A cialist speakers who say that each laboring man
produces $2,550 annually and ought to receive

that amount.
ing of the kind ; .
Without irving to mess with statistics, one thing 13
ff”-.'li". and that 15 that af evervone i the I_.rl'li:':'tl States
should do each day, a fair amount of socially useful
work we should all have an income big encugh to sat-
isfy our ordinary wants. Probably it would range
;zrqlmml the %2300 mark. At any rate the best way to
work for it ie to work for The Masses Labor League.

He says the figures show noth-

but wanis the Leapue, while it is doing the good
work, to abolish Sunday and set up the Co-
operative Commonwealth as a side issue.

This is asking a bit too much. The League has just
gne purpose and that is to awaken the people to the
fact that they ean secure a reasonable workday and a
Minimum Wage by political action and that a party is
already in the field waiting to carry out the wishes of
the workers,

We want the people of this country to wake up to the
fact that if they demand More Wapes and Shorter
Hours hard enough something is going to happen. We
want the League to start working people thinking for
themselves. After they have thought for a while it's
pretty safe to predict what their futore political afhlia-
tions will be

F]{fj}.i Los Angeles a comrade endorses our plan,

EROPOSED ACT T0O
REGULATE

INTERSTATE COMMERCE

NLY such indipiduals
comply quilh ke following canditions,

OF CORCEFS aAS

shall carry on any commerce befaueen

the States: nor shall any arlicles made
in the United Stafes be transporfed from Stafe
fo State unless made under these conditions:
I. No more than 44 hours” querk in any Tweek
or & hours in any day. 2. No person under It
to be emploved., 3. No man or Teoman ober 21
or under 55 to be emploved at wwages less than
J3.00 a day. 4. Wages fo be paid for eueek-
day holidays.

E believe that the best way to make & man a

‘Ng‘ Spcialist is to improve his living conditions

until he has leisure to look around him com-

fartably. The worker goaded by a sense of

preat injustice does not necestarily make a good com-

rade in a long fight. He wants to end things at once.

He demands quick, direct action. On the contrary, the

man or woman with time to breathe can lock at mat-

ters more calmly and can see the advantage of being
right hefore jumping too much ahead.

A man may be a Socialist by instinet, but he must
have time to reason and think a bit before he can qual-
ify as a helpful worker for the Co-operative Common-
wealth.

E know that the best way to make people think

W about a political party is to show them tan-

gibly what a powerful party it 15. If we So-

cialists are able to have the law passed for-

bidding interstate shipments of articles not made under

certain conditions we will have five votes where we
had one before.

It is only a question of time before the Migimum
Wage agitation is started. Why shouldn't it he or-
ganized and kept efficient by Socialists? i :

We have come to feel that the League i3 so big &
proposition that it is too big for any magazine or set
of men to contral and have therefore decided ta con-
tinue the agitation under a new name, “The Minimum
Wage League.” We want the League taken up hy the
National Convention and officially recommended o the
Socialists of America by their representatives.

———m

E want you to persuade your local to gend a
W motion to the convention moving that the
Minimum Wage League be dfficially adopt-
ed and promoted by the Party.
We want you to agitate this—to take it up with your
loeal at the next meeting.
The Minimum Wage League with its ery of "More
Wages and Shorter Hours" will reach these people as
nothing else can.

HE progress of the cause of humanity is very
l much like the progress of a boat when you
are rowing against wind and wawve,

[t seems for a lomg while that you are not
moving. The pull of the air at your oar blade ham-
pers vou; the big waves seem to toss you back farther
than your muscle drives vou forward, and as you look
at the green welter of water you lose heart and you
feel that you can never win where nature scems sg dead
inst ¥our purpose.
if you are noticing you will
that the church spire behind the trees seems to be trav-
eling with you. When you first-saw it, its weathercock
overhung the little brushy hill and now it is directly
ahove the red boat-honse and is moving slowly but de-
terminedly toward the wharf whither you are boupd.

You are moving. Ewvery stroke of the oar, futile as
it may seem, sends you forward.

observe on EI:'-"-‘Tt

par. It is a big stroke, and a strong stroke,
and it will send us ahead, but it is only a
stroke. [t iz at present the best thing we can
do; it beats paddling with the hands or preaching Sur-
plus Value all hollow. It iz so simple that everybady
inderstand it, and it is so reasonable that almost
EVET Iy will help 1t along.
More Money and Shorter Hours!
Comrades, bend your back to this nmew ecffort and
watch the hoat jump along on the good old trail to the
WNew World.

’-1-\ HE Minimum Wage League iz a stroke of the

If you want the minimum li.\-'ing wage bad enﬂugh, ¥ou can have it
determined to get it, the above law will be passed in a hurry.
you want it, and this can be done by organization only. Therefore, organize, agitate and
educate among your friends, in the socialist local, in your labor union, on the street corner,
m fact anywhere and everywhere.

Tell us what you are doing.

But you

If you show you are
must shuw
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the progress of the human race than all
cms combined,  Notwi istanding  this;
¢ and mmadequacy to any lo

I the great mass of humanity
f of its ultimate disappearance. So
ely seeking to readjust itself to a more
rational social order, and in thiz struggle to reorganize
and to consiruct the new social order, there naturally
arise two schools of thought, two phases of interpre
tation—the Individualist and the Socialist.

Between * two types there §5 a controversy, a
wide ditfference of opinion, as to whether or not the
future i society will place the individual or =o
clety supres

The m of the individoalist is that the Socialist
state will become a tyrant and that the rights of the
individual will be completely obliterated.

For the purpose of clarifying the issue let us analyze
and compare these two types. Our ideas and concepts
evolve ont of the subsoil -|i' material ::||l_|:'| ECOnoImic en-
vironment EXPEerience.

The sav with hiz bow and arrow obiained food,
clothing, and shelter, It was also his means of defense.

In the days of the hand tool the man who had access
to a few acres of land and owned a few tools could
supply all the necessities of life. He was independent
of the rest of the world, He was sufficient unto him-
self. All the economic processes were within his grasp,
and from this material condition these evolved the
spirit of independence, the doctrine of individualism.

But the discovery of steam and electricity as useful
forces in production, altered the economic processes.

The machine method of production developed the
specialist. As the system evolved the workers became
more and more DEPENDENT on each other.

And oit of these new material conditions, this new
economic environment, men evolved a new sense of re-
lationship

The bread-and-butter problem could only be solved
by men working together. The men who made the
machines were dependent on those who bought the coal
and the ore from the earth. Those who made the shoes
and wove the th were DEPENDENT on those who
made the mac 5

e,

The independence of the worker with the hand tool
has given place to the dependence of the worker with
the machine.

A new zense of social dependence takes precedence
over the independence of the individualist,

In the organic world the simple celled organism per-
forms all the functions of its life with but one or few
eells. As we ascend in the scale of life, the functions
become specialized, wuntil we reach the human, and
there we 1 the most highly specialized organisms.
The life only continues when each and every vital or-
gamism does its part. The Feart cannot do the work
of the stomach, or the liver the work of the lungs,

EPECIALIZATION MEANS DEPENDENCE. The
more highly organized a body is the greater its capacity
for life, the better it is qualified for appreciating and
enjoying life,

The hand tool meant limitation in production. The
machine process zives us abundance in production.

In the sum total of human experiences, it iz safe to
say that we get more out of life to-day than our an-
cestors did, for the reason that we have more to enjoy
to=day than they had.

Let us look still further into the study of human
society, and the relation of the individual to society,
and see if the observations and deductions we arrive at
in the biological world ebtain in the domain of society.
So long as men can make a living with the how and
arrow or simple tools, whatever sense of relationship
they may ha must grow out of other conditions than
that of econom lependence. Tt must be based on sen-
timent, or feeling. The parent feels a responsibility
for the child, but the father may take an aversion to
his offspring and no longer feel any obligation to it.

It is not impossible even for the mother to lose her
interest in the child

ciety 13 st
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BLOOD TIES MAY BE STRONG, BUT THEY
ARE NOT INFINCIBLE. 1t iz only in the highly
organized machine age that we find the environment
that produces a sense of dependence and relationship
toward our fellow men. Our economic processes bind
us together even when our feelings and our sentiments
might separate us,

From these arguments we are forced to conclude
that there are two kinds of democracy.

The one growing out of the handeraft system—oom-
n in the days of Jefferson—a period in which the in-
idual is independent of hizs fellow man, with a sense
of relationship based purely on sentiment or feeling

The 1"|:|'.:'!'. l.";'1:-:.'.'il‘::; out of the machine Process, anid
the necessity of a social adjustment, in harmony with
the economic relation and dependence of the members
of zociety on each other

The Demoeracy growing out of individualism has its
origin in the doctrine of natural rights, which doctrine
has no longer any standing in the scientific world.

The Democracy of Socialistic production has its basis
in the economic power and muteal dependence of the
workers,

The hand tool does not require any special skill.
There is nothing to call forth the specialist, or a va-
ricty of talent, therefore, in a democracy growing out
of individual production, we find the idea that one per-
som 15 as well qualified to fill a position in the govern-
ment as another, and’ hence arises the principle of rota-
tion in office. This doctrine of rotation in office be-
longs to the Jeffersonian Democracy of the past and
has no part or place in the Social Democracy of the
future.

It has been claimed that the right to vote carried
with it the right to hold office, and since the holding of
office was a personal gain and advantage, there would
be more people enjoy this privilege if no one could hold
an office more than one or two terms.  Party members
who advocate rotation in office are individualists, Jef
fersomian Democrats, and not Social Democrats.

The machine requires skill, ability, genius, adapta-
tion. Not every Tom, Dick, or Harry can operate a

gigantic Baldwin locomotive engine,

The Democracy growing out of the age of social
production, requires the specialist in the wvarious de
partments of social and public service, even as the eco-
nomic process requires the specialist in that phase of
life.

In a democracy growing out of a state of individuzal
production, people will be governed by their personal
likes and whims and caprice in the selection of officers.

17

They will be governed by their feelings and prejudices,
In a highly organized co-operative State, the selection
of officials will be made according to their fitness and
alnlity.

)

under “Jeiterzonian Democracy™ secured
their positions largely as the result of personal effort
and popularity. Officers in a Social Democracy will be
chosen ]l_'.' the ||l.'llj.lJl. :|l.'l.'lll'-:|'1|:_: to their .;|.]_|'i|.'i1__‘.' to hll
the place

Ii sociely selects incompetents it will suffer because
of its stupidity. If it permits itself to be governed by
its prejudices, it will not obtain the best service.
‘fheiency, ability, must be qualities required in the
cials who are to seree society in the future.

One does not himself necessarily have to possess the
qualitics required to fill a position to be able to select
oie competent for the place.

Mayor Lunn, of Schenectady, the Socialist execu-
tive of that eity, has appointed men to certain depart-
ments in the city government who are far better
equipped to fill the places than he himself. But Dr.
Lunn's inability to render efficient service in a par-
ticular department does not disqualify him from be-
ing able to select and appoint the man who is properly

i

lace

\s the soc

ial organism the body politic reflects more
aiel more the economic processes, or rather harmonizes
and adapts itself to the economic conditions of the
time, society will come to appreciate more and more
the need of the social expert, the specialist. A person
i5 valuable. under Socialism or in a collectivist state as
he recognizes his dependence on his fellow-man. In-
dividuzlism cannot survive in a highly organized co-
operative state of production. The more efficiently we
adapt ourselves to each other in a collectivist state, the
more harmoniously we will get along, and the more in
turn will be got out of society,

In summing up the argument, we make the follow-
ing comparisons or observations: Individualists look
back to the days of the hand tool for a basis for their
ideas. They are essentially reformers, and this type of
people within the Socialist party organization exploit
the movement for their own personal advantage. They
advocate rotation in office and are essentially Jeffer-
sonian Democrats and not Socialists,

Socialists, real Socialists, belong to the machine age,
They are revolutionizts in that they see the necessity
of a reorganization of society in harmony with the
economic conditions of the time: advocate officials
elected and selected because of their ability and effi-
ciency, the term for the holding of an office not to be
determined by an arbitrary rule, but whether or not
those holding office are the best persons that can be
secured for the place. The Socialist surrenders his
personality {or the common good,

The body politic, functioning through the services
of the social expert, will render better service to the
individual than ever was possible in the days of the
hand tocl,

Specualization
Means service.

Socialists discard the inherited ideas of the past and
they evolve the rules and procedure that are in keeping
with the economic interests and conditions of the times.

Let us away with the ideals of Jeffersonian Demoe-
racy !

Let ug be Social Democrals!

TWO NEW STRIKE BREAKERS
ccP(]ﬁ'['}ul.-\f‘é'['E".R MERRILL, of Washington,

means  dependince. Specializalion

D. C., dropped the first letter into one of the
traveling mail boxes with which the trolley
cars of the city are equipped.”

Moral: A striking conductor or motorman will inter-
fere with the United States mail service, which they
claim to be a rather serious offense.  Are yon on?

{From a circular received.)

Dear Sir: We note by the papers that a strike of the
gas workers of this city i3 imminent, and would call vour
attention to the fact that we can install, at any time on
a few hours” notice, Pacific Green Gaz for vour plant.




THE WAY YOU LOOK AT IT

IMMIGRATION NOTES

C-DAY Ivan Owzowtsky landed from Poland
bound for Pittsburg. Ivan will be melted
up m a cake of hot iron along about June,
1615,

With his family M. Pierre La Venue touched
America for the first time to-day. He is ticketed for
the millz in Mazsachusetts, where he will work
about six yvears for seven dollars a week before con-
sumption gets him.

Fresh from Germany, Miss Olga Schmitz fanded
to-day at Hoboken on her way to Chicago, the cen-
ter of the White Slave Traffic, where she will enter
domestic service,

Sig.
ashore at the Battery and took himself to the gane

Bundle in hand Giovanni Recco jumped
cigaged in excavating the new Cosmopolite Build-
ing. S5ig. Rocco will be struck on the head by a
falling beam two months from next Friday and he
will be buried in an obscure cemetery  as  Jim I{n:::,
so that his relatives won't get on the trail and de-

mand damages,

THE ADVENTURES OF GEORGE
W. BOOB

Iz
".'I'EE{':T].\'JE was het up about the high cost of
living.
George W. Boob was just as het up as

anybody else; in fact, he had come to the hall
early so that nothing should escape him.

“Yes, my' friends,” said- the Banker, “we can
only account for the present M;,h cost of living by
the increased pr-n'lun-n of gold during the last
couple of decades. That explains everything—: very
thing." And he departed to his club to sample his
favorite cut of beefsteak.

“For my part,” announced the Practica
Man, who addressed the meeting next, “1 believe
the excessive price of everything is due to our
reckless style of living. We must go back to the
simple life.” And he recovered from his oratorical
effort at the nearest hotel where he opened some
champagie and tipped the waiter hali a dollar,

“I will tell you the cause of it” said the success
tul lady novelist, “it is the waste and lack of ec
omy of the lower classes. Why, I have a cook
whom I pay seven dollars a week and vet she wants
more!™ And justly indignant the authoress went on
to her hox at opera.

Now George W. Boob had cheered impartially at
all theze wise and penetrating remarks, but .i||-|

Bisiness

=

as he was leaving the hall he was stopped by a
Mildly Tnquiring Person in spectacles.

“My friend,” said the Mildly Inquiring Perzon, “if
you really wish the present high prices to go down
why do you not join with me in a plan to set every
man, woman and child at some useful productive
work. Why should not Mr. Rockpile, the Banker,
sole. shoes, and Mr. Bix, the Practical Business
Man, hoe gardens, and Miss Dumberry, the popular
lady novelist, get o job in a laundry?"
George W.

them

Boob was
people out of

In a moment the blooad of
up. “What" he cried, “take

their fine houses and make 'em do rough work like
me? Why, I never heard such a thing! Good thing
YOu're glasses or 1'd up an’ punch you right
in the eve
THE AGITATORS
HE recent founding of several Anti-Socialist
Leagues ‘brings to mind those splendid old
Anti=Socialist --r;.r;niim.n who have spent
yvears in their work of propaganda about the
country. The hrst of these sterling fellows to merit
attention iz Old Doctor Ugliness.

The Ant platform wouldn't be complete without
him. Old Doc has been on the stump for Capitalism
ever since the middle of the eighteenth century and
some say before. There isn't a town, city, village
or countryside where Doc hasn't left his imprint.

There may be people who hate So worse,
but nobody tent in fighting it as Qld Doe
Ugliness.

This 1s hiz style of attack.

“Ladies and gents, look at this manufacturing
town. Isn't it gpreat! [ planned it myself. You
can't see the sun because of the factory smoke. The

Wearing

alism

15 50 INsis

city hall iz falling to pieces every time the wind
blows. Daont you like it? The architect was a
friend of mine—so was the contractor. Hear that

from the street car wheels, Doesn't it set
your merves on cdge? And yeét my friends .t the
Socialists came in they'd probably rob you of that
sound and a lot of others.

nose

“See thiz little boy, here. That's the way T like
to sec a hoy look! No chest fifteen but he
locks hity. That's because doing his ecleven
hours a day in the factory.

“Ah, my friends, if you like what T like vou'd bet-
ter look out! If the Socialists come in they won't
leave those dear old tenements standing. WNo, sir,
they'll fll out little chests and they'll take
away dirt and grime. In fact, gentlem en, it's likely
that they'll do away with me, Think of that, now!
They'll do away with your friend—01d Doc
Ugliness1”

It's a funny thing, but Old Doe isn't as successfn
as he used to be. Fact i3, things have come to pas:
where many citizens just take one loock at him and
then go and » Socialist ticket.

He's

he's

b s:.':-x'
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PASS ONE

HE rich man was more than indi

“Don't you try to stop me,
Sammt Peter, “I've got a pass.”’
“Tet'z have 2 look,”
gatekeeper as he laid down

entrants upon a nearby cloudl
through the i nes of the scroll.
“H'm, =0 you're Mr. Chinkley
“That's who I am.”™ The rich
chest as much as possible,
“And vou gave this magnihcent orphi
the children of the men who
factory "

man ‘inflated his

vium to
Vour

wWere -l 1T

did just that”

MOney

“That's me—ves,
“And where did vou pet the
tion of this asyplum?"

r Tor the erec-

“Why from the factory, of course’

“And did yvou spend it all on this orphan asylum?"”

“ANE I should say not. What do vou take me forf
A Boob? [ just spent a smali part of it that way;

the rest——-"

]

“Dan’t bother L'h:'\ll-\.i'.'li:'lf.:. the gee
it all. You made money by killing mer - fac-
tory and with a part o that money 3 1 OF
phnan asyium !i'(_;f t]l{"ir 1:111'!:'|r|_'l". Yo belong

here, Mr. Chinklev; you're due abo ik

and ffty-six million miles straight

THIS NEVER
T0 YOU

NO, HAPPENED

ARNEY jumped from the hed bec: s the tel
orchestrion had begun s m al Souza
March. Lately he had tak occasion to
rouse himself in this ma |rr{ Wiks

hing about the stir and the y of the musie

rmed his blood and m: feel fighting

a wrinkled

! Ii:l{"” W

ani 1ed while, be of "1|-
venturous swimmers bobbed in t ising sun., Alo
the bathing beach from Curve's E t |

myriad Iren paddled, their gay dres

just the right touch of color to the

shore and the graceful i 51

QquUArLers.

looked

But Varney ot IMers

beyond the

beyor utmost waves, beyond even ¢ plume
of smoke that tailed --]1 fash:-
1oned steamer. The s 1 him.

“Marjie,” he called, “are yvou awake?
idea, Marjie. Let's work nine hou
for the next six months and then get a vear

sick of America; T want to see Naples nd
Rome and the Orient. Come on.”

AN WON'T HAPPEN TO "1'=.'.' EITHER
IF YOU KEEP ON SITTING CONTENT WITH

THINGS AS THEY

ARE,
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