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IN HISTORY

Two Years of Russia’s New Life

by Anna Louise Strong
Introduction by LEON TROTSKY
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m THE FIRST TIME

“THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY" is especially valuable because it is one of
IN HISTORY—$2.00

the few authentic analyses of the recent developments in Soviet Rus-
sia."—Daily Worker. “THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY" is the simplest,
most direct and understandable story of Russia’s internal development
since the Revolution, and particularly since the adoption of the New
Economic Policy, that has come to our notice.” —Weekly People. “Miss
Strong's book is neither theory nor propaganda. She endured typhus
and famine; she travelled the length and breadth of Russia. She tells,
not about the days of military overthrow, but of what is being done

in running the giant life-machine that is Russia.”"—The LI'I?E;EIIJT.
2.00
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A lucid and deeply-probed anal- law strikes of American and Eur-
ysis of the conflict within the ranks opean workers and their disinteg-
of organized labor the world over. rating effect on the solidarity of la-
The causes and significance of borunionsarestudied with remark-
spontaneous revolts, like the out- able clearness of vision. $2.00,
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PECULIARITIES
OF BEHAVIOR

by Dr. William Stekel
Authorized Translation by Prof. Van Teslaar
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The most important contribution to the study of disorders of the in-
stincts and the emotions since Kraff-Ebing's *“Psycopathia-Sexualis,”
Havelock Ellis' important series and the work of Moll, Freud, and Jung.

2 vols. $8.50.

[] A PRIMER OF |
MODERN ART—$6.00

_ A Primer of
*‘?\ _ MODERN ART

by Sheldon Chenoy

Not only pure art lovers but all moderns inter-
ested in the cultural and artistic trends of our
\ times are buying this beautiful book for its clear
j presentation of the problems of modern art. “Mr.
¥ Cheney has done a tremendous service to all lov. l Address
ers of true art.” —Boston Transcript. 175 illustra-
/ tions from the works of modern painters and |
. sculptors. $6.00
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. COUPORN
A Book for Your Reference Library | 2 |
|’The Liberator, |
Anna Louyjse Strong for over two years has worked | 1113 W. Washington Blvd., |
and travelled and lived in Russia. Her new book, “The | Chieago, 11, |
First Time in History,” is acclaimed by students of Russia , I
and people of high literary reputation the best book of ! Dear Liberator: ‘
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Special Book Offer for July

“THE FIRST TIME IN HISTORY,”

by Anna Louise Strong,

with an Introduction

I'_u:-u to continue the good work I
Contents of this Interesting Book: How

TF‘IE Cummunists' NE‘W PIEJ‘I: The The Liberator he-
stry; The Money Power in Russia; l'.i:izmin;r with the
Bread Basket of Europe;
Keeps House: The War with Alcohol; Do
Rule Russia?: The Church Revolution; Educa.
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How the Litle

Became the
By M

ANGER ahead! A race of little vellow
the natural accord
is the Japanegs,

men
of the concert of nations. Thig g
Its very existence thre
of the United States to play
nation is the breeder of the
“yellow perjl Bewara!
The noise of this ws

atens the prarcrative
first fiddle in this conr -1, Thisg
serm of a dangeroys discaze, the

irning hammers against our eardrums
and shakes the Ioundatioh of reason. It creeps into the me-
chanism of gur thinking apparatus and plays havoe with its
Proper operation. to be slated
88 a victim,

But the works are still intact, Dimly at first, bhut nonas
the legs persistent, g memory of past Performances of this
kind pushes to the foregronnd.
that past Performanece

What was it again—If only that nojse would subside and
Permit a little straight thinking,

Ah! Wea found it, ag last.
ened by

way.

Resist ag we mMay, we seem

But somehow and gomewhere
was interrupted, discontinued.

You, whose reason is threat-

this noisome Propaganda, please turn your ear this

el

We werp a1 war
with Englandg,
Japan—we
dutocracy

at war for “democracy.”’ Arm in arm
France, imperialist Rus
challenged an

and Japan
century,

-yag,
nndemocratic
with Hquid fire fnd
the latest anpg deadliest Were

the allies of (he fmpire of England, of the republic of France,

of Russia of Prinee Lvaov ang of Japan of the Mikado
of Japan

What g

SHUroa

destroyead
asphyxiated imperialism with
creations of shemistry. We

Vg,

Peculiar metamorphosis: Japan, for years the
Yellow peril" transformed into Japan, the ally
W war for “freedom and democracy,” finally retrogrades to
itg 4 tbryonic stage of the breeder of the “yellow peril.”

Slowly pur Penetrates the maze created by the
b ol an irratiohal but expedient propaganda and we see
clearly Why the ally af Yesterday has become the inferior of
loday,

| §
“We" are

of the

mindg
LT3 ]

the enemies nf imperialism
i certain kind
much pf

-that iz, at least
Imperialism smacks too
And “we" do not like emperors—that
in certain countries. “We" helieave in free
is, at least ag far as such freedom does not
“our” own sacred rights.

“0ur sacred righpsr

of of imperialism,
an emparor,
is, at least ngt
PeEonlag -that
:'rlll::rf{'-m Wwith

facilitates matters considerably for

endangery

nis raco

gy o --._...;-—..q.-.'.- I L e T
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Brown Brother

Little Yellow Devi]

X Bedacht

the historian, He may be baffled by the many ifs and buts at-
“our” great altruistic pringiples that influence
But In “our” sacred rights he finds the immovahle
basge within awiftly moving and varying events upon which he
can build hig interpretation of “our"”

rights™ and yon wil find the kev to unlock the door into the
heaven of completa understanding,

tached to aj)
our policies,

acts. Define “ogp sacred

“"Our sacred rights"

But to do that here would not SErve our purpose. Wa
must lead yvou, dear friend,

conuld be circumseribed epig ammatic-
ally.

along a more tedious Way.

You
are not to accept our conclusion, but

ingtead should come fg
the same conclusions we come to.

Primarily “wa" money makers,

are a nation of Not in
Oh, no. But neverthelags money making
‘our” foremost endeavor, Although we:
mon with "us" still we are busily engaged in inereasing “our”
commonwealth. The part of our nation
wealth. A rather smaj] POTtion amasses it
determin nation,

the vulgar senge.

ith is not VETry £om-

areatest createg

“We" are a gelf-
We make our own laws.
tion of wealth has ifs own lawsg,

Biit the creg-
And we,

the free, the self
r!n-h-rmi'rt:'rl,': nation, are more the slavieg

of these laws than
we are the masters of onr own destinies. The direction the
lode runs determines the direction the gold dig

ger follows in
his endeavors, all

of self-determination not
Even our whole nation could

phrases

standing, 100 ezcape this logje.

Thus “wea'™ first subjected the many who created

waalth to
L. Then “we" estahlishad
and followed the principle in all our legislative, executive ani

is not to serve man, but that man
Then “wa"

the dictates of the few that amas

judicial acts that property
is to serve property, went after the natural re-
sources of the country to exploit them. But “we” did not con-
fine ourselves to their exploitation by transforming valuahle
raw materials inte useful products, but “we” mortgaged dor
mant regources via the road of watered stock, thus chaining
even future generations to the task of digging gold for the
amassers of the present generation.

Then “we” invented e

ienicy, Efficie v i8 the god that
can get out of those that create wealth e VEry ounce of eNETEY
and every drop of blood,

Ald 50 arg
gleg of the creators of wealth, the workers

But natural resources are Himited. the ener.

If thage limitg

are reached, what then?




Choose a new road, you answer.
could, if . .

Can we do that? We
. But for the time being we, the many, those who
create wealth, we, the workers, are not vet ready to choose
that new road. We still acknowledge above us as master
those that amass wealth. And these our masters worship at
the shrine of their god and master, profit.
of wealth and the father of new wealth, The greater the pro-
fits, the greater the wealth amassad. The greater the amassed
wealth the more the profits demanded. A vicious circle in
which society is whirled around like a puppet, burving mil-
lions under waves of misery, carrying a few to the heighis
of wealth and power.

FProfit is the child

For decades the amassers of wealth in the United States,
the capitalists, were busily engaged in squeezing out of the
workers and the natural resources of the country everything
that was in them. Even the forefathers of our present capi-
talists foresaw the time when this road will prove barren of
desired results. They looked for new reszources and for new
workers outside of the United States. They found what they
were looking for at their very doors. The Monroe doctrine
was to preserve that reservoir for them. America for the

Americans or, to be more precize, America for U, B.

Today we have outgrown even the most phantastic ex-
pectations of the forefathers of our masters. We have out-
grown the garb of altruistic phrases. That is why we are
for the self-determination of peoples—if, and against im-
perialism—but. This is why “we"” ourselves have developed
into genuine imperialists,
But the Rome of the elder Cato and of Sulla and Marius -was
not less imperialistic than the Rome of Caesar and Augustus.
“Wa" are imperialists not because we degire an emparor as
ruler, but becanze we desire to rule an empire.

Imperialists without an emperor.

While pur natural resources were not vet all grabbed and
mortgaged our greatest economic problem was to find good
markets for surplus products. So-called eivilized countries
provide a better market, as a rule, than backward and unde-
veloped countries. And neither military nor political domina-
tion over the country which is sought as a market determines
finally its usefulness as such. This truth was driven home to
his continental boycott of Englizh

Bonaparte when

failed so miserably.

gomds

But now we have outgrown the period of mere export of
products, We are now wholesale exporters of capital. The
profits of our masters increase im unheard of proportion.
These accumulated profits look for new fields of investment
as capital. The home market is saturated and can absorb
only a small quantity of that newly created capital. So for-
eign markets are desirable and necessary.

When our capitalisis exported goods for cash or on terms
as good as cash, there was little or no risk in the transaction.
But when cash itself, or -its equivalent in machinery and
means of production is exportad, then the risk begins. There
is a glaring example in the French export of cash to Czarist
Russia. The rouble was world renowned for its rolling quality,
But of the fifteen billions of roubles that were rolled into Czar-
ist Russia by French capitalists, none have been rolling back.
And when our eapitalists send roubles or dollars into foreign
lands they not only expect them to come back in doe time, hut
they want them to bear children, and many of them, and send
them home regularly. To insure the welfare and eventual home-
coming of those dollars sent into foreign countries, the capi-

THE LIBERATODR

talists desire to extend their political and military power tg
the territory of import. Such political and military doming.
tion would insure, at least in some measure, against the pos.
sibility of repudiation or expropriation by the peopls
“favored” with the import.

This desire for political and military domination is facili.
tated by the fact that economically undeveloped countries, asa
rule, supply the hest chances for imported capital.
tries have large undeveloped and unattached natural resoure-
es so necessary to unemployed capital. They are populated
by backward peoples with a low standard of living, who sl
ply cheap labor. Last but not least, they have undeveloped
and weak political structures and governments which ecan
be eagily made the agencies of foreign capital, or, in cass
of necessity, can be overthrown withont trouble.

Such GO

Thus following the ever more profitable lode of capital-
lam we, a free, democratic and !-,|+,r]f-ri:-‘-1m‘m'tuinf.: nation, ara
led foreign Grabbing terri-
tory for investment becomes the greatest problem of our poli-
tical government; holding it, its greatest task. Imperializm
reigns supreme. In this age of imperialism there exists only
ong valid, one sacred principle.
ficance. For instance, “we"” are in principle opposed to ineit-
ing peoples to revolution:; and our Secretary of State can
write an endless thesizs on that question in regard to Soviet
Russia, But—when a little revolution can advanee our chane-
es of gecuring a new foothold in virgin territory for im port of
capital, we are not adverse to hiring or inciting a little revolg-
tion ourselves. We do so occasionally in Mexico. We did it in
Panama. Or—"we" are in principle, opposed to military op-
pression of other peoples; but we establish permanent head-
quarters for our army and navy in Venezuela, Costa Rica and
other Central and South American republics. We cannot
permit such a little principle as that to stand in the way of the
protection of our most sacred right, capitalist expansion. We
believe in self-determination of the peoples. But when the
Filippinos desire to determine thelr own destinies, then we
remember our most sacred duty to protect the interests of
the Tobacco, and Sugar and sundry other trustz and we pro-
claim: self-determination, ves, but not when such self-deter-
mination is against our most sacred principle: to grab and to
hold.

into adventure in lands. new

All others sink into insigni-

expression in many
First, that “onr” country can do no wrong. Then, that
we are the chosen people of God. In all cases it manifests
itaelf by setting up certain rules to be followed by every na-
tion, but which we ourselves disregard in all cases where the
interests of the capitalists make that desirable. Thus, our
most sacred principle turng out to be nothing but prefit in-
terests.

This most sacred principle finds
forms.

truth,
If we, alone

Having established that return to onr
problem of the “vellow peril." all by ourselves
—had a monopoly on the principle of profit interests, the
whole world would be a happy hunting ground for our profi
teers. But nothing in this world seems to be perfect, So our
hunting profiteers encounter competing parties in their hunts
One of those competing parties, and a formidable one, I8 the
Thus the Japanese became the vellow

we Ccan

Japanese profitecrs.
peril.

There was another dangerous competitor: Germany.




LAy

T Powep i,
TV Homisg.
SL e o
he Pegli

] is‘.é:li.-
Uriey, gy
ich epg.
1] Tes0r
Popitarsg
¥ho sgp
ITelaned
Hith ez

in cie

. Capltsd
Hea, ara
W e
or polk
rikig

Beeiy

LR g

{&l# r2a

i v i W

So, for some time we allied ourselves with other competing
hunting parties ang We showed thge one compotiper that
hunting is an unhealthy Pleasure forp him. myy our allfanes
with the other competitors wag not a lasting one. It wgg
an alliance of r-*xrifrdiour;-. There g one hunting party less
now, but there are Still too many, far tog many,

Now, our littla Party found Eame, rara Eame. Thepra ig
China, for instanes. Vast untouched ang Practically ypat.
tached natural resources, veritable gold m ines for unemployed
capital, A nation of fiya hundreq millions, in almost yp.
limited regerye for cheap, Very cheap lahor, Oh, whgt
rame!

We do not believe in milsary Conquest. Wa believe jp
pPeacefy] Penetration. We do not believe ip hunting With the
Eun on our shoulders, We rather believe jn taming the game
amid then killing {¢ Peacefully aq necessity réquires,

We are hunting onp Eame. Aroung it we circle, Sinister
and relentlegg ~bynt “peacefy].” China, Agjg— what Promising
prize! Yellow People are thers: Yes, we consider them in.
ferior to ys. But there jg also yellow Eold. And wa never
et our hatred against a yellow Fiace inspire us with z hatred
against al) things yellow, Wa love yellow gold. Even though
the vellow E0ld may Come out of the g0il of the ¥ellow land
even thongh ji may be pregnant with the toi) of the vellaw
man, yet we love it we coveL it, we strive for it, “On with
the hunt!” g our slogan.

Busily engaged in the hunt, we Bncounter a formidable
=Remy, Japan, Thgy enemy was there firast. He iz at home
right next door. He stole & run on us and established g mili-
tary and police dic.-rutursr:ip OVer part of the coveteq hunting
Eround, Koreg. Eorea affords an object of exploitation for
the Jipanese brofit hunters, And it also affords an invajy-
able base af Operation for more extended hunting expeditions,

But our own Jitile party of American profit-hunters was
by no Mmeans idle, [, too, stole a ron on the Japanese com.
petitor, i Pitched jtg camp in the Hawaiian Islands, the
Phi]ira]nines, in Samog, With devouring EYEs our competing
Japanese Profiteers watoen Our own dear American lobaceo
and sugar tpysis fatten themselves in the pasture of those
=-Wiw“inn&" They gee with displeasure how the ontposts
of our American imperialist hunting party push onward
through the Pacific ang raise their threatening head at the
VEry gates of Japan

i”'i‘ﬂfﬁ!”ﬂ}' our hunting party pushes forward to land the
Eame. Ryt Wherever i steps it kicks the shing of the com-
Peting party, the Japanese. They, top, push onward without
hesftation And wherever they step, our feet seem to be in
the way ang oyp cOrns get injured. We smile: they smile. We
Cr¥, “excuse yg; they retort, “pardon us.” We pardon, they
BXcuse, By inwardly we know, and inwardly they Enow
that some day we will come to blows. Some day, when
Bither one or the of her thinks to be nice and ready, there will
be a fitting angq Moral casus belli and for us the ally of yester-
day, Japan Will become the ¢ eadly enemy of the day.

ftrlpuri:dlisrn, the longing to grab and hold the world, not
uly domingteg the foreign policies of our and other capi-
Lalis countries, Imperialiam has also itg peculiat conditions
At home, |y has the gtonomic power concentrated in a few
! *h rule the machinery of profit through interlocking
Hirectorateg, Vague expressions of class interests in politics
thus give way ¢4 4 consistent, conscious and relentless pursuit

of profit by means of the political machine of the state, the
EOVernment. The greater the economic power attained by
the ruling clagg, the more clearly do aq nolitical actg become
only BXpressiong and regults of economic endeavors,

The ruling straty iy the United States, the fow that amasg
wealth, thosza that contra] our hunting party in the Far East,
foreses the clash that jg bound to “ome between the United
States ang Japan, They nat only foreses it, they consistent-
Iy follow a poliey to bring it abhout. And part of thiz policy
iz the ¢ry about the “¥ellow perilr

War is Hell; and not only becaysze Sherman gaid s And
VETY few are eager to B0 voluntarily to Hell. To get 4 hation
o go to Hell g Pe¥echologica] atmospnere has to hea Created,
in which reason is dethroned and the masses follow blindly
into the inferno of war. To lead g nation into a war in which
it has nothing to defond bt the profits of its exploiters, it ig
nacessary to drive thai nation intg g Slate of mags insanity,
In that state fire and brimstone gre disregarded and the na-
tion follows willingly into the Hall of a war,

Qur masters, American capitalists, ara bPreparing for that
masz insanity by creating it in a milg form even now. The
cry of the “yellow peril” {s the bacillusg :Iu':!ron!mr;iz!. with
which Amerjcan capitalism is inoculating the American peg-
ple Preparatory to the Eredt moment when Our most sacred
principle, onr Profits, demang war with Japan, After the
American worker has been taught s¥stematically his own 511-
periority ovep the “littla ¥yellow man " after he ig suficiently
ineited to hatred against the Japanege, when “anti-Japaneza.
serum” dominates every drop of blood of the American work.
er, it will be only the work of a deft coup de main, like a littla
explozion on g warship, to convines the American masses of
their divine mission lo exterminate the Japanese from tha
earth,

Yes, we do charge here and now, that the whola coterie
of capitalisi politicians, wha Cry themselves hoarse ahout the
“yellow peril,” whao clamor and Yote for Japanese exclusion,
are conseiously gathering combustibles ip bpreparation of the
time, when it will he in the interest of Amerfean capitalism
to set the world on fire anaw in a war with Japan.

The government of Japan is by mo means an innocent
vietim in thiz game. It is the opposite pole of the same
manoeuver. [It, too, brepares for the Hell to come. It, too,
prepares for that insanity among its people, which wil] finally
hurl the two nations against each other to sacrifice the lives
of hundreds of thousands upon the altar of the sacred prin-
ciple of present day zociety, the principle of profit —and still
more profit.

Danger ahead! Indeed there is. The danger of g new WAar,
The danger of a war the price of which is our own skin. Win
or lose, the peoples of the two nations wil] suffer in misery
and bloodshed in order that those who amgss wealth may
forge a nmew chain against the workers of the world, take a
new step in the direction of ruling the whole world and redyc-
ing tha working millionz of toilers to pr'ulil-]}rm[m-iuf.r robots,
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situation in this frank fashion: “The stes] industry iz said to

| Prosperity Blows

By Jay Lovestone

“Let him see for himself the families of twelve and fif.

teen persons, who somehow kKeep body and soul together

on the siXx or seven dollars' worth of groceries they re-
ceive each week from the city or from charitable organiza.
tions. Let him soe the undernourished children—paogr little
devils with rickets and I

diseases. Let him ‘pjek up' the unemployed girls on tha
streets—girls wheo ga|| their souls and bodies for i Bquare
meal. Let him visit the kitchan bar rooms run by mean
driven to lawlessness by their inability to sarn an honast
living, and let him drink the concoctions sold there, which
in s0me cases, at least, are mada fram distilled garbage,
The facts and figures are available. They ean be had for
a little time and work, and there is no closing one's eyes
to them if one s Bincera."

HIS is Fall River, the city of more than a hundred textile

mills, today, in the eyes of a Painstaking observer.

The fate that befell Fall River ig the fate that iz now on
the threshold of hundreds of thousands of families in tha
rural and industria] centers. Anyone whao is willlng to do a
little lid-lifting and squarely face the grim facts of the rapidly
developing econom ic depression cannot avoid thig unsightly
picture,

For months our economic professors of the chair wielded
their sponges and serubbing brushes in a vain attempt to gat
off, at least from the view of the masses, the ever-spreading
bloteh of economie stagnation darkening the business horizon..

Now, after months of suech empty boasting and noisy
Pointing with pride Lo glowing business conditions, the official
experts of finance and industry are forcad to admit that pros-
Perity has blown up. The question i no longer whether
business ig Prostrate but how long it is going to rémain pros-
trate. Undigested statistics and groundless illusions are
Biving way to the superior force of realities. The cold facts
and chilly figyreg of a sweeping economic depression are
busily weaving a disma story for the great mass of our agri.
tultural and urbap Dopulation,

For somae time oyp bankers, brokers amd manufacturers
have just kapt going on with their business fingers on the
bulse of Immediatea demand, “Hand to mouth" buying has
been the feature of industry andg trade for months, Prezently,
the slow Process of industria] recession is accelerating its
downwarg Pace and threatening to stall completely the mam-
Moth enging of American large-seale production.

F‘rosperity in Full Flight

In every corner of produetion, consum ption, employment,
rll;ulurai_'t||1*inf:. the signs of a wide sweep of economic depres-
Slon arg multiplying, A survey of current business indicates
the fapidity of tha downward slope, The Department of
Commeres tells ug that. “The index of unfilled orders, a
veighted average Of eight commodities, relative to 1920 as
60, declineq from g al the end of March to 54 at the end of
April ang ay he compared with April of last year at 95."

_ The ‘nsolvency statistics for May show a total of 1.816
Ef”lr“”‘ﬁ T An increase of gix per cent over April. Since
- STUATY every yonen Of this year has piled up a greater
Tumber of defaults thay ccurred in similar periods of last
FOAr. According 1o Dun's, declines in wholesale quotations
ARYe utnnmberag advances for fourteen consecutive weeks.
. So Eminent gp authority on the commercial epitome as
he Cﬂmr.-vrui-ru and Finanegia) Chronicle sums up the present

be working at only 50 percent or less of capacity. Further
curtailment of the textile trades is reported here and there,
Tha output of automobiles has been cnt noticeably, , , . The
reduction of the cutput of iron in May exceeded anything evep
before known for that month The clothing trades are dull,
whether ip cotton, woolens or silks, The Eeneral merchan-
dizse price ig down for the sixth month in succession. So great
is the depression jn the big industries that unemployment is
marked,"

Money rates are the lowest on the market sinee 1917,
There are plenty of eurplus funds availahle and jdle, Brokers®
requirements are small and dwindling,

Steeal ig today king in industry ang moves in the clogest
relation to business. A foremost man ifestation of the Positive
decline in business {g the record of the collapse of steel pro-
duction. Since March the Production of stes] ingots has fallen
ahout () percent and iz now estimated at only 50 percent
of capacity, The unfillad orders of the United States Stae]
Corporation on May 31 wera the smallegt in nearly a decadea,
The total was 3,628,089 tons and the fall during the month
was 530,368 tons, At the close of Novem ber, 1914, when busgi-
ness had not yet recovered from jtg first shock at the out-
break of the world Wwar and when the Allies had not yet begun
Placing heavy war orders, the stes] industry was as badly off
as it is today, Then, the United States Stee] Corporation had
3,324,592 tons om itg books, g

Businesg men are viewing with ETeal conecern the drop
in the produection of DPig iron, because such a decling always
comes with bad times, In May the Production of Pig iron
dropped to 2,816,110 tong from 3,233.428 tong the preceding
month and 3,865 000 tons a year ago. This wag a fall of
23,422 tons & day or 22 percent lower than in April. ‘Thig
phenomenal collapse compares with a daily curtailment of
21,817 tons, due to the steel strike of October, 1513, and with
21,123 tons in December, 1907, in the wake of the panic in
November of that year,

Furnaces in blast on May 31 totalled 184 as compared
with 321 a vear ago.

Iron mining operations have hean drastically eyr ailed in
the last month. On the Mesaba range the United States Steel]
Corporation’s subgidiary hag reduced operations by about 30
Fercent. The fall in prices has compellad some independent
mines to shut down completaly.

The three prineipal bases for Tull-capacity steel opera-
tions have all heen rocked in recont months, Thus, wa find
that shipments of locomotives wara smaller in Apri] than
for many months past. Only 73 locomotives were shipped
from the factories in April as compared with 217 in the corre-
sponding month of last year Unfilled orders an hand on
May 1 were 640 as compared with 2,204 a year ago this time.
Thig decline has continued throughout the month of May.

A second force upsetting the steel industry and the
economic situation In general is the developing crisis in the
building industry. The New York Federal Reserve Bank's
June number of the Monthly Review of Credit and Business
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outlook:
158 selected cities

smaller than in
April a year

Conditions thus views this phase of the business
duilding permits issued during April
throughout the percent

March, and about

country were 29

10 per cent smaller than in

ago.”

Then
linuning apace.
erated in May.
with March. In the drop in output was 19 percent.

A final and erushing indication of the extent of industrial
and buginess decline {8 to be had in the record of bituminows
Soft ezgential to mill operation. The
volume of its ontput adequately reflects demand and is gen-
erally the state of trade. In
January of bituminous coal was
aleven million tons; and in
April it hit the low fig
million tons.

We Have With Us—Unemployment.

Little effort being made to conceal the fact that
whatever cheer atmosphere had in the begin-
ping of the yvear is fast disappearing. The gloom of jobless-
nezs is now hanging like a pall over the working c¢lass. The
army of disemploved workerz is
taking on the

the curtailment of the automobile output is com-
The recession which began in April was accel-
In April production fell 3 percent compared

May

coal output. coal is
barometer of
the average weekly output
in March it fell to nine millions;

average of only six

accepted as a

ure of a weakly

15 NoOwW
the business

normal industrial reserve
being angmented rather gquickly
ghape of a huge army of unemployed.

The depths to which the reduction of working forces is
proceeding on a country-wide scale are hinted at by the latest
of the Cleveland Reserve Bank

“"Employment,

and is swiftly

monthly review in such cau-
tious but zignificant language: ag a result of
enrtailed production, is zlso declining, and in some factories
it has been carried to the point where corps of workers which
were congidered permanent are being affected. Employment
bureans report an inereasing number of applicants,
employment throughout the country,
mary of business conditions prepared by the Federal Reserve

Factory
according to the sum-
Joard, declined 2 per cent in April."”

In New York State the official
manufacturers employing 500,000
than 22,000
weeks in May. In the
wore dropped from the

reports received from
indicate

during

that no less
the
more than
workers State Industrial
Commissioner Bernard L. Shientag traces this lrend when he
gayvs: “The decline in May, following
April, has reduced emplorment in New York State factories
over seven percent in two months. Part time is also becom-
ing more general so that a marked reduction in manufacturing
EI:['IL'I.'Ill‘.' 15 E"'|'1TE("]1|.

mEn
first two
OO0, DD

workers were discharged

last two months

payrolls.

# similar movement in

The number of factory workers has fallen
back to where it was two yvears ago before the strong upward
movement of 1922-23 had begun."

Illinois faces a unemployvment problem. Many
mines are cloged and closing and manufacturing employment

serious

has declined in May more sharply than at any time since 1921,

According to the latest report of the Interstate Commerce
Commiszion the number of railway employes on Class [ rail-
roads dropped 56,211 in March compared with the same month

a vear ago. The total compensation was 55 percent less
than in March, 1923,
The téxtile iIndustry has been especially hard hit. In Fall

River, Massachusetts, there are 30,000 to 70,000 mill hands out
of work. One hundred out of the 111 mills are working on
part I!ims- or are completely shut down Within the last six
months the municipality has appropriated $243,000 for the

THE [BERATQg

relief of the suffering textile workers. So intense has peg,
the hardship of these workingmen and women that they have
heen driven to the despair of appealing for aid from ':"T"-?]ir'.;;.-_..
One of the leading employers recently told a
newspaperman that “we have never had before s

period of chqm gaion, and the outlook for the future has n

Drominen
nch a serigges

never
been blacker.'

In the Southern textile centers the sitnation is as eritica]
following official declaration of the mill workers
North Carolina, we can the staiuz apg
temper of the exploited masses: “For many months tha textil
mills have been curtailing, running only
of the time.
all the savings
nearly all

From the
of Charlotte, gather
a very small pap
This long slack period has resulted in depletips
of the textile workers and, in addition Tias
canaed the workers to go into debt, some tg an
alarming degrea.

“Now, it happens, as it has happened in the past under
similar conditions, that many mills have announced thejp in-
tention of reducing wages of the textile workers when full-tiges
operations are resumed. TI
wrong but it is an outrage.
submit to it. If necessary, we are

WEeEADOon,

lig reduction of wa
We do not

g im

not only
tamely to

use our |,;-|:':"'

intend
going to
reduction In wages."

the strike, against

The latest and

Ay

most authoritative survey of the ext
April issue of
published by the Bur

Department of

of nnemplovment in the country is the

ployment in Selected Industries,
Labor Statistics of the
tion of

SINOnE

Labor. An examing

instructive

these findings discloses

which wa

many facts,
Fhe decrease in emplovment in the
twelvemonth period was exceptionally large in a majority of
the thirty-thres
gshown in the following list:
agricultural
shops, 18

uote:

industries which lost in emplovn

Steam railroad car
15.2 percent:
clothing,

goods, 14.7

shops, 107
implemeants,
PErcent;
15.8 percent: cotton
percent; leather, 13.1
12,2

percent; foundry and

machine men's 16.5 percent:
antomobile
carriages, 13.7 percent;
12.4 percent; shirts and collars, percent;
11.5 percent; woolen goods, 11.6 percent ;

millinery and lace goods,

10,3 percent,

tires, percent:

hipbuilding,
sngar refining,
11.4 perce

hoots and

SLOVES,

10.8 percent:
In six of these industries the decreaze in pay-
even than the
22.5 per cent in men's clothin
percent in cotton goods, and 19.6 percent in automobile tires”

ani shoes,

rolls was ETeater losg in employvment, the

greatest decreases being

From the index numbers of employment based on the
above learn that the number of
in the manufacturing industries alone,

figures we unemployed o

day, is greater hy al
least 400,000 than in the corresponding period a vear ago
These figures do not
ment.,

take into consideration partial smploy
They deal only with the totally unemployed. No less
than twenty-two per cent, or about one out of every five, of

the workers emploved in 1920, on the eve of the last greal
depression, are now out of jobs. At
ment of the worst period of the 1921 depression was approx
imately ten per cent in excess of the present I.Ln-q_"ll:"]l|[?"-'|'|'|-'t
The tendency now is
in employment.

most, the unnempiof

distinctly towards a continued colls

What Stopped Prosperity?

Hearsay and hasty conclusions interwoven with occasional
deliberate misrepresentation are the basis of mosat of the
explanations given for the present economic depression

Our Secretary of Commerce, Herbert Hoover, would have
the world believe that there is no “fundamental economit

reason” for it. Mr, Hoover ascribed the sharp decline in pro-
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What is The Qutlook ?

It is vet too 2000 Lo egi

imate the d ration of this Preriod
of economic ds Pression,. All We can say at this time jz that

industry is due for a downward movement and that thera
are no zigns of an early upward swing in the trend of opp

industrial dayy lopment,

The pitch blackness of our immediate future js reflected
in a marke tendency toward wage reductions.
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determination of our employing class to
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force the adoption of the Dawes plan to turn Germany and
Europe into an American sweat-shop. Such a foreign policy
ecan have only a detrimental effect on the welfare of our
working class. Bache's Review brings this point home rath-
or forcibly when it says: “Labor, as well as capital, must
take into consideration the fact that when the Dawes report
is accepted and put into operation, Europe will begin com-
petition in the world's markets which will grow more and
more aggressive and at a labor cost of production considera-
bly below American standards. This must affect American

prices and wages, and would tend to make them gradually

smallar.”

THE LIBERATOpR

Steel Rails

TEEL rails,
Straight runners ahead,
Swift runners into the future.

Take the wise strength of them
In the sure fixing of clean parallels,
Running ahead into a dream of merging.

Take them,
Let the meaning and the secret
Clutech a hold of you,

A sure strong hold

Under the heart
Herschell Bek.

Flivver Fancies

Maurice Becker

I
I
I
|
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Leading the World Revolution

By Alexander Bittelman

HIS should be understood literally. The Communigt In-

ternational is actually lsading the revolutionary strug-
gles of the working class in every corner of the world. It iz
leading these struggles much more truly and effectively than
any general staf has ever led an army on the fleld of hattle.

A child of our time, the Communist International ia fast
Becanse of all the human forces that
are operating within the frame-work of present-day society,
none I8 more creative, nons nore consciously purposeful,
none more truly internationa] in every one of its deeds, none
more alive and determined than is the party of International
Communism,

And in this lies the secret of its power. It never loges
sight of its objective. It never permits extraneous considera-
tions to dim or blur the Elowing image of the central aim of
the proletarian struggle for power. Through the mazs, tempta-
tions, and complexitise of the evervday struggle the Commun-
ist International steadily and persistently pushes ahead and
ever forward to the final realization of the dream of the
ages—the society of Communist Brotherhood.

Think of the 21 Paoints.

What comes to our mind most vividly just now is the
period of the so-called 21 points. Ridiculed, maligned, re-
sisted and fought against by the adherents of the Second In-
ternational in company with the straggling army of the Sec-
ond-and-a-half, these 21 points stand out as an eternal monu-
ment to the far-sightedness and d etermination of the founders
of the International Communist party.

Where wonld we have been hy this day, if not fer the
21 polnts of admisgion which served as an iron brace of union
for the young family of Communists and at the same time
48 an impregnable fortress of defense against the penetrat
ing influences of social-patriotisms, half-and-half socialism
and communism, milk and water revolutionism, etc., ete.

It seems at times a8 if ages had passed sinee that period
when the conditions of admission were the burning issue in
the life of the Communist International. And yet it is only
four years since the Second Congress of the Comintern, held
in July-August, 1920, has laid down these conditions, thereby
insuring the young Communist movement against all possible
dangers of being swamped by opportunism and centrism.

An International Party.

Now it iz g party. One international party of Commun-
ism with dizeiplined sections in every corner of the world.
In this party of the proletarian revolution, the decisions of
the world tongress are law, to be taken as such by every
Section of the Communist International that is affected by the
decision ang immediately put into life.

And the Executive Committee of the Communist Inter-
national i g peg) executive organ. Between world congresses,
and enlargeg seszlons of its own body, this Executive Com-
mitter hag unhmited authority and power over the policies
2l actinpg of each affiliated organization. In communist
ranks, there g no questioning its sphere of competency or
the extent of ig directing power. Its word is to be
‘aken as given, anqg carried out with the maximum of efii-
eleney,

becoming its master,

law,

Does it Girike you, then, ag ap army of blind soldiers,
.F{Ept in subjection by some Bupernatural terrible Power? If
It does, then ¥ou have got something to learn ¥et about the
.mm nature of the Communist International. In fact, nothing
18 farther from thig organization, nothing mopre foreign to
the spirit of its life thanp blind unquestioning obedience,

Just take g glance, whap opportunity permijis, at even an
ordinary braneh meeting of the Party. Or—ag 8 mesting of
a City Centra] Committee, Joeal conference, ete, Or —an.Iow
carefully the communist press, particularly the letters to
the editor and the discussion sections. Do this, roflect g little
over what you have Seen and heard, and then tell us whether
You know of any other organization that ia gest hing with ag
intensive an inner life, with as high a degree of self-criticiam,
intelligent creation and independence of mind of its mem.
bership as the Communist party,

Blind obedience?! Ten It to the rank and fije of the
Communist International ang watch what will happen. Re.
sentiment? No! Such emotions they reserve for more use
ful occupations. EBesides, the charge of Lling obedience direct-
ed against a Communist iz gg :imtungrunu-s. 50 totally inecom.-
patible with the spirit of the organization that it cannot b
taken seriously. It elmply cannot cause any hot feelings,
A shrug of the shoulder and a good-humored smila would
be the most probable reaction,

The force that keeps together the army of international
communism s loyaliy to an ideal, devotion o a prineiple,
belief in the competency and ability of its leadership, and,
finally, the ever-present readiness to forego and sacrifice in
order to enhance the day of victory,

The Fifth Congress,

The highest Eoverning body of the Communist Interna-
tional is its World Congress. It ig held annually in Lenin-
grad, or Moscow, or both. Moscow is the seat of the Execy-
tive Committee, and will continue maost probably in that capa-
city until a suceessful revolution by the European workers
will make it possible for the Comintern to move farther west.
We have no doubt that upon the success of such a revolution,
every European capital will vie for the honor of being the
seat of the Communist International.

For the present, Moscow is the place. It was the good
(and deserved) fortune of the workers of Moscow to greot
again the leaders of the Communist International on the o0=
casion of its Fifth Congress, which came into zession in that
city on the 15th of June, 1924,

This congress was unique in the sengae that it was the first
one to be held without Lenin, He was not there to en-
lighten, to inspire, and to instruct. And it is altogether futile
to iry to minimize the loss or to bufld up one sort of an illg-
sion -nt' another which should apparently serte as a compens
sation,

He was not there. But thers is 8till in the Communist
International the living memory of him, of hig teachings, hig
methods and his general way of leadership. There 15 a whola
group of communist leaders who have known Lenin's per-
sonal influence and direetion.

These men and women havae
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1818 — 1924,

A Cartoon from “Pravda.” The documents accumulated on
the Bayenet of the Red Soldier are marked “Recognitions.”

grown to revolutionary maturity and have become leading
veterans in the Communist movement under the personal
guldance of Lenin.

These men and women have now a serious service to
perform. They have got to transmit their intimate knowledge
of Lenin's ways of revolutionary leadership to the entire Com-
munist International. Thev have got to make the experiences
of Lenin himself, and their own derived from assoeciation with
him, the property of every living communist.

It was, therefore, perfectly appropriate, and in answer to
the real need of the hour, to place at the top of the agenda
of the Pifth Congress the question: Lenin and the Commun-
ist International.

“Leninism' they call it, and it's a good name, Max East-
man to the contrary notwithstanding., It is true, as Eastman
remarks (Liberator, June, 1924) that Lenin's judgments “were
characterized primarily by their mobility and reference to a
changing state of facts.” But it is not true that because of
the above there can be no such thing as “Leninism.”

In his way of
a certain ap-

In Lenin's judgment there was method.
handling revolutionary problems there was

THE LIHERATU]-{

proach. And it is this that they call “Leninism™ ang which
we all must know, understand, and master.

What Are We About?

The usual way of getting down to business at a commyy,
ist congress and particularly at an International Congresg, i
by first propounding the guestion: What Are We Ahgye
What is the precise or approximate location on the map of
world revolution that we find ourselves fixed to at this parii
cular moment?

And, by the way, this, too, is a characteristic trait of 4
revolutionary mind which never loses sight of its final g
It alwayve asks the question:
How far have we yet to go to reach our fing)

jective. How much have wa
moved ahead? \
destination?

The formal way this “locating business” is done at ths
world congress is by discussing a propesition on the agenda
(usually the first or second point), which reads something
like this: “The World Situation and Our Immediate ‘I,‘u,_.-};_.-
or “The Outlook of the World Revolution.'

And this loeating business came before the Fifth Cop.
gresz through two points on the agenda. Point 2 provides for
a report by Comrade E. Varga, on “The World Economic Situ-
ation.” Then point 2 begins with a report by Comrade G,
ZFinovievr on “The Activity and Tacticg of the Communist In-
the old, tested out Marxian way

ternational.” In this way

the Congress first got a picture of the present-day econo
mice of the world., It ascertained the basic factors
and their inter-relations as they exist and operate at this me-
ment. With the help of
Comrade Zinoviev's report, the weighs and mea

gures the comparative strength in the class-struggle of the

And then it proceeded to politics.
CONETess

various classes and social groups, the policies and strategy
of the enemy, and on the basis of such an analysis, decisions
are formed as to where we are at and what showld be our
next step.

Our Mext Step.

This i a composite problem. It includes guestions of
strategy and tactics for the whole International and specific
problems of application of these general policies to the par
ticular conditions of each individual country.

Alzo separate phases of the genera. strategy as, for in-
stance, the National problem, Colohial problems, Trade Union
Tactics, problems of organization, ete., ete.

With the Communist International it is always this way:
First, the final aim and then the next step to it

The First Congress (March, 1919) proclaimed the formi-
tion of the Communist International, formulated the principle
of the proletarian dictatorship, and laid down ag the mext
step: War against the Second International and the formation
of Communist partiezs in every country in the world.

The Second Congress, July-August, 1920, adopted the now
famous 21 points, formulated the precise role of a Commitlk
ist party in the proletarian revolution, passed & number of
decisionz on the attitude of Communists toward parliamet
tary action on Trade Union Tactics and laid down as the nexl
atep: Intensive preparations for the seizure of power.

The Third Congress, (July, 1921) found the world situs
tion somewhat changed. The capitalist class all over the
world was on the offensive while the working class, due 10
the betrayal of the social-patriots and trade uaion reactiol
aries was retreating and demoralized. The tempo of revolr
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tionary development had glackened. Thera Was the actyg)
danger in a number of countries, of the Communjst parties

getting too far ahead of and becoming izsolated
masses,

Irom the

Analyzing the then prevailing situation, the Third Con-
gress defined the next step! To the Masses!
pate and lead the everyvday strugele of the workers.
irate with a ]‘1".'|J|||Iit|t1:tt'}' jlif_"ﬂ][]j’.‘:,].' theiy

Partici-
Peonp-

mass Organizationg.

Transform the Communist partjes into mass parties,

Between the Third and the Fourth Congress, §, g be-

tween December, 1921, and March, 1922, the Executive Com-

mittee of the Communist Internationa] and algo the Enlarged
Session had formulated the tactics of the United Front, This
tactic was a more concrete expression of the Eeneral policy,
“To The Masses,” laid down at the 3.rg Congressg,

The Fourth Congress |.'\'n-.-r*mfJ-r:'-I}w-umi!lc-J', 1322) regis.
tered a revival in the apirit of the working elass who had then
begun taking the offensive fjn g numhber of countries, and de.
cided to continge the United Front Policy as the hest means
of developing mass Communigt parties,

The Fifth Congrags, opened in Moscow, on the 15th of
1924

improved,

Junea, foind the revolutionary situation considerably
The rate of development ig picking up again and
50 i5 the lighting spirit or the working clags,

is: More

The next step

Organization and more aggressivenegs

One Program.
The outcomae of this Congress  will show one pro-
Eram for the whole International With special additions for
the individua) Bationa] sections. The work of preparing such
i Program had begun prior to the Fourth Congress. It was
the universg] opinion ‘that the time has already arrived for
the Communjs; International which has become in fact, as
well as in name one International party, to have one program.
A special Program Commission, headed by Comrade Bucharin,
had baen charged by the Fourth Congress with the duty of
Préparing sych 4 Program in co-operation with similar com-
missions thyy Were to be éstablished by ench national sec-
Lion,

With the
last eighteen
diffie

dmount of Preparatory work done in the
months, the Fifth Congress had little
ulty in finally q isposing of the matter by giving the Com-
munjst ]nmrnzltiunu[ One program for one party.
A Few Special Problems.
A was tha
Fifth Congrogg,

Case with previous congresses, so the
too, had to deal with specific problems fn-
volving Particularly certain individual sections of the Com-
unist [’”':']'mﬂimh'il. This time there were Russia, Ger-
Hany, Italy, Bulgarig, England, the United States, and Japan.

Russia claimeq the attention of the International. first,
becange i i5 the home of the first successful proletarian re-
volution, ang second, because of the recent controversy in
its Communigg party, which, by the way has already been
Settled by ipge Russian Party Congress,

{}ermam'
Eventg in Gap
{.‘utumunis[s H

ls the country next in importance to Russia
Wany are moving fast now-a-days, and German
re confronted with highly complicated problems,

15

Not s Very long 4g0 the German party was shaken by a
serious internaj Struggle over Questions of Poliey that Arose
out of the Political crisis following the breakdown of “the
Passive resistance situation™ in the Ruhr ang the offensive
of the German monarchistg, This internal struggle has been
Practically settled by the lasg German Party Congress

Howevey, the jgsnes that have been rajzed are of such
J'm]rrjl‘t:mcv to the future of the world revolution that the
Fifth Congress carefully gxamined the situation ang ie-
liverad jtg Opinion on the future tactics ang Blrategy of the
Gearman Communist party,

Italy becanse of tho ]-‘:l.-ac-iﬁ‘.i-:'L-_r:ilt::n Bulgaria.

becanse
of the serigns mistakes committed by

its Communis party
during the overthrow of the late peasani Eovernment, Eng-
land—bhecapge of the new Problems before the British Com-
munists arising ont of the “Lahor regime,” the United States

because of the advice askod by the American Party on the
policies to he pursued in the Present complicated political sit-
wation, and Japan—becanga of the unigque na‘ure of the stryg-
Eles of fta working masses which HUSt CATTY on & two-fold
Biruggle against the existing regime of the fenda] monarchy
and against the bourgeonisiae which ig riging to Power—all
these countries bresent to thejr Communisgt parties problems
ol great complexity whick only the expert advice and instrpe-
tion of the Communist
correctly,

International can assist in solving

The congress is over; another milestone has been passed
on the road to final victory. The revolutionary movement
in Europe, America, Asla, Africa, and India hasg received g
fresh impetus and a new inspiration to move onward, to
gtruggle and to conguer,
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THE I.]BER.‘LTDH

Workers and Farmers on the Mar
By C. E. Ruthenberg

THHHE iz developing today in the United States a mass
movement which has ag its objective the overthrow of
the capitalizst system. This is the important fact emphasized
by the June 17 Convention—the Farmer-Labor Convention.
There were more than 500 delegates who sat in this con-
vention, These delegates came from the farms of the North-
west, from the agricultural lands of the West and the South;
they came from the Pacific coast and from the industrial
states of the Middle West and East. These delegates unani-
mously adopted a platform which declares that it is the
purpose of the Farmer-Labor Party to take over the govern-
ment in the interests of the farmers and industrial workers
and “to end the existing system of exploitation and the rule

of the privileged class."

The convention adopted an organizational plan to build
up o mass Farmer-Labor Party to carry on the struggle for
the achievement of that goal.

The Convention at Work

Delegates from twenty-aix states sat in the Convention.
In gixtecn of the twenty-six states from which delegates came
to the convention Farmer-Labor Parties have been organized.
On a national scale there were represented the Workers Party
of America, the Federated Farmer-Labor Party, the World
War Veterans, the Young Workers League and the Amal-
samated Metal Workers: and the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers sent five delegates to aet as observers for that
organization.

William Mahoney, chairman of the Arrangements Com-
mittes, opened the convention as temporary chairman. The
reception given his keynote speech showed clearly from the
beginning what this convention wanted. Every reference to
the organization of a strong Farmer-Labor Party was enthu-
giagtieally applauded, while the mention of Robert M.
LaFollette as a possible candidate for the presidency was
greeted either by profound silence or a scattering applause
which indicated even more clearly how small was the support
for LaFollette in this convention.

The issue raised in Mahoney's opening address as to
whether the convention had assembled to organize a strong
party to fight the battles of the industrial workers and
farmers or whether it was merely to be 2gome sort of append-
age to LaFopllette's campaign for the presidency was the
outstanding iszue of the convention.

The firat struggle over this issue took place in the elec-
tion of the permanent chairman of the convention.
Taylor of Montana, known as a staunch supporter of the
Farmer-Labor Party, and William Mahoney were nominated
Mahoney had made clear

Charles B,

for permanent presiding officer.
hoth in his opening speech and in preliminary negotiations
before the convention that he laid more siress upon the
convention endorsing and supporting the presidential aspira-
tions of LaFollette than upon the organization of a natfonal
Farmer-Labor Party After first
declining to stand as a candidate for permanent presiding
officer, he allowed his supporters to place him in nomination
The result was over T00 votes for Taylor,
with 161 for Mahoney, the vote baing by states, cach state

through this convention.

against Tavlor.

William Bouck
Farmer of Sedro-Woolley, Washington

casting the number of votes allotted to it by the call for the
convention. Ewven Minnesota, Mahoney's own state, cast the
majority of its vole for Taylor.

Three committess were to be elected by the convention;
one on organization plan, one on platform, one on candidates,
The cumbersome method of voting in the convention by alb
loted state votes made the elections of committees by the con-
vention as a whole very difficult and a motion was carried to
have state delegations elect one member of the commitiee.
In order to permit state delegations to caucus and make
their selections the convention was adjourned until the next
day.

The Second Day

The center of strugegle on the second day moved from
the floor of the convention to the sessions of the three com-
mittees which were considering separately the questions of
platform, organization plan, and candidates. Each of the
committees found a difference of viewpoint among ils mem-
bers; the platform committes had to deal with those dele
gates who platform satisfactory to Senator

AaFollette; the organization committes had to deal with the

proposal that the convention take no definite steps toward
the organization of the national Farmer-Labor Party, bot
carry on its work as a coalition and endeavor to organize the
Party elections; the candidates committee had to face the
question whether the convention should stamp itself as @
LaFollette convention and merely endorse his candidacy &
an independent candidate or whether it should nominate its
own candidates and go into the fight definitely as a Farmer
Labor Party,

wanted a
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Early in the second day's Proceedings a newspaper eor-
respondent furnished

the convention with one of the most
enlivening incidents of the whole three days' proceedings,
Some Iwenty-five correspondents sat on the platform. They

Petitioned the convention, saying that Inasmuch ag the eon-
vention egl) Provided that g Eroup of twenty-five voters might
send a delegate, they asked to ho represented and announced
that they had elected Robert Minor, correspondent for the
Daily Worker, as their delegate. The convention voted to
geal Minor ang cilled upon him for a speech.

The joke of the correspondents, if it was intended as such,
was quickly turned against them, Frobably no group of
Newspaper representatives have sat through such an
ation of the capitalist pressg ag that which these correspond-
E0LE and the delegates listened to during Minor's speech,
Beginning with an apology for the men of his profession, he
Pictured the whole machinery of misrepresentation, Iying,
distortion, ete., as illustrated in the treatment of the conven.
ton by the local pregs, The delegates responded by the
Slormiest applange of the entire convention, while the press
LOrrespondenty gat Hh;mu-!’m:ﬂily on the platform.

The tonvention passed the day in listening to speeches
While the tommittees worked, [t Wwas not until the evening
Beasion that the firgt committee report came in. This was from
tha Committes gy Platform. Chairman Joseph Manley stated
a9 Committee, with g membership of some twenty-five,
hl‘uugm in a repor agreed to by all hut one member. Had
the chairman Put the question to a vote immediately after
the report of the committee, the platform would undoubtedly
have bee dadopted with practically no dissenting vote. How-
BVer, B R, Meitzen, of Texas, gecured the floor to protest
282inst the clgyge calling for the abolition of all Jim Crow
lawsg direciag Against the Negroes. Meitzen stated that he was
for politicay 4nd economic equality for the Negroes, but that
the clayge In questinp would arouse great prejudice in the

excori-

Alex Howat
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Frank Starkey

South and make organization there very difficult. He wag
ably answerad by I, Stanley Clark of Missouri, who supported
the report of tha committee, and by Otto Huiswoud, the only
Negro delegate in the convention, who spoke at length for
the committes report and wasg londly applauded,

The discussion of the Nepro plank gave the delegates
who had had “pet planks” which they desired to incorporate
in the platform the epportunity to get their second breath,
resulting in a demand that the committon continue its session
before the platform wag adopted and that the document bea
printed so that all the delegates could have copies, Walter
Thomag Mills made a demand for a hrie platform on imme-
diate issues in place of 4 document dealing with fundamentals,
such as the committee had brought in. While the great
majority of the delegates stood for the adoption of the plat
form as it was reported, it was considered best to permit the
widest discussion and opportunity to amend, angd the motion
to print, and to hold another session of the committee wag
unanimously adopted,

Organization Plan

The report of the commities on organization
It was presented hy William Mahoney apd
unanimous viewpoint of the entire commitien. Two plans had
before the commitiee: one Providing for a detailed
statement of the organizational structure of the Farmer-Labor
Party and the other for a loose form of cog lition for the eleg.
tion campaign. Tha report of the committes represented g
compromise between the two viewpoints,

The opening paragraph of the document placed the eon-
vention on record as declaring for the formation of a national
Farmer-Labor Party, A National Organization and Campaign
Committee consisting of two delegates from each state and
two delegates from each tational organization, was provided
for. Thiz Nationa] Committee s given Power to elect a
Natfonal Chairman and Secretary and National Executive

followed,
represen ted tha

COm e




Barnum k |\




e i = ey

TR
;le ;r‘-ﬂ'j.\ A'!'l'Jl':H ;
'ﬂl PGI"ITHIIAL = \3

: ﬂFwnrufﬁ.T IRE

_llﬁ'?s WI‘Ong SR




Committee consisting of five members besides the National
Chairman and Secretary. The National Committee is also
charged with the duty of conducting the 1924 presidential
campaign and with the work of organizing state Farmer-
Labor Parties in all the states of the union.

The final clause of the organization report read:

“The National Organization and Campaign Committes is
authorized to carry on negotiations with any other group
which favors the organization of & National Farmer-Labor

*arty with a view of uniting upon a single set of candidates
and a platform and to give such groups representation upon
the National Organization and Campaign Committee,”

The organizational plan was adopted by the convention
by & unanimous vote and the second day's session adjourned.
The Third Day

Delegate Froelich took the floor to make the report of
the majority of the committee on candidates. It consisted of
a three-line declaration that the convention immediately pro-
ceed with the nomination of candidates for President and
Vice-Prezident. Delegate Taylor, better known as "“Crook-
Neck Tarior” of Nebraska, presented a minority report calling
for the endorsement of Senator LaFollette for President.

Delegate Clark of Missouri submitted an amendment as a
substitute for the majority and mioority report putting the
convention on record as declaring that the National Com-
mittee to be elected was authorized to support the candidacy
of Senator LaFollette If he ran on the Farmer-Labor Party
ticket, accepted the platform adopted by this convention, and
accepted the control by the National Committee of the cam-
paign and funds.

The big izsue of the convention was out in the open. The
other issues had been but preliminary to this, the dominating
question, whether the convention was a Farmer-Labor con-
vention or a LaFollette convention. Willlam Mahoney took
the floor to state that he had received a request from the
personal representative of Senator LaFollette that his name
should not be presented to the convention and that he did not
want an endorsement or any action by the convention on his
candidacy. Delegate Taylor of Nebraska, however, refused
to withdraw his minority report for endorsement of
LaFollette.

Benjamin Gitlow secured the floor and launched into an
attack upon LaFollette, showing by his record in Congress
and his record in Wisconsin that he was not a representative
of exploited farmers and workers and had not fought their
political battles. He was followed by €. E. Ruthenberg.
Mahoney had stated in his speech that the Organization Com-
mittes report in anthorizing the National Committes to AETEC
with the other Farmer-Labor groups upon candidates and
platforms left the way open for the nomination of LaFollette
after July 4th. Ruthenberg answered Mahoney on this point,
calling attention to the fact that the clanse in question read
Farmer-Labor groups and that it was inserted in order that
an agreement might be reached with a group which might
split away from the Conference for Progressive !’u-];it[;_:ul
Action after July 4th and not for the purpose of leaving a
loophole for the nominatior of LaFollette. i

At this point the convention adjourned for the Inncheon
recess.

At the opening of the afternocon session, Delegate Clark,
who had made the motion authorizing the MNational Committes
i accept the candidacy of LaFollette on condition of his run-
ning on the Farmer-Labor ticket, accepting its platform and

J. 0. Bentall

control of the National Committee, withdrew his amendment,
It had evidently been decided by those who opposed the can-
didacy of LaFollette that it would be better to vote down the
Taylor minority report for an endorsement of LaFollette and
adopt the majority report of the committee to procesd with
nominations, and thus make a clear record, than to have the
Clark motion carried,

Taylor of Nebraska took the floor at this point and made
a long harangue againgt the Communists in the convention
After his speech, Delegate Cramer of Minneapolis moved that
both the Clark amendment already withdrawn and the Taylor
minority report be laid on the table. This motion was carried
with practically no opposition and the majority report, pro:
viding for immediate nomination by the convention, adopted,
During the final discussion of the question William Mahoney
again raised point that the Organization Plan made
possible the withdrawal of the candidates nominated by the
convention and the endorsement of LaFollette's candidaey,
and in order to make clear the position of the Workers Party,
William Z. Foster made the following statement:

“In view of the statement just made by Mr. Mahoney
relative to the candidacy of Mr. LaFollette, T feel it fnenm
bent upon me to state the position of the Workers Party
of America on this matter. In the coming negotiations be
tween the National Committes of the National FarmerLabor
Party and other groups relative to combined action upon 8
Presidential candidate, the only hasiz upon which the Work:
ers Party will accept LaFollette ag a candidate is that he
agree Lo run as a Farmer-Labor candidate, to accept the
party’s platform and its control over his electoral campalg
and campaign funds.'

Candidates

The convention proceeded to conzider the nomination of
President and Vice-Pregident. Alexander Howat of Kansis
nomincted Duncan McDonald in a speech outlining his serv
ices to the working class movement, as a member of the
[linoiz mine workers® union and an official of that organiza
tion. The nomination of MeDonald was greeted with & demof
stration which lasted five minutes or more while the dels
gates cheered for the Farmer-Labor Party and its working

the
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class candidate. Upon the vote being taken, the nomination
was made unanimous.

Delegate Kennedy of Washington nominated William
Bouck, president of the Western Progressive Farmers' gr.
ganization, as a candidate for Viee-President. Rouck was
nominated unanimously, no opposing candidate being placed
in nomination.

With the nominations completed, the Platform Committ ea
wis again taken up. Chairman Manley of that com.
mittee again reported the platform a5 brought before the
convention on the previous day, only a slight change having
been made in the declaration for Negro equality so as to
make it of a general character against al discrimination,
A number of farmer delegates took issue with the section pf
the platform dealing with unemployvment gnd calling upon
the government to take care of the unemployed during the
period in which no work was obtainable. Max Bedacht took
up this question and explained it from the standpoint of the
industrial worker, poloting out that the reason the Bovern-
ment was called upon to maintain the unemployed wasg he-
canse this was the only way of bringing pressure to beay
upon the government and the employing class so that thay
would provide work for thke unemployed. He pointed out
that the workers were loafing not becapse they wanted to
loaf, but because there was no work to be done.

Delegate dStarkey of the St Paul Trades and Labor
Aszembly at this point tried to create a diversion by a state-
ment in regard to Communist activities in the convention,
but was ruled out of order by the chairman and walked out
of the hall amidst the "boos™ of the delegates,

After some furthep debate on the platform the question
of adoption wag put to vote and the motion carried without
bl ciissuniiug voice,

One of the interesting manifestations during considera-
tion of the platform was the fact that the greatest applause
Was given to those gections of the platform dealing with
Ameriean imperialism, demanding recognition of Soviet
Russia, freedom for the Philippines, withdrawal of American
marines from g South and Central American territory, and
refusal g Bpend a single dollar in support of Wall Strest

repart

. ‘I¥estments in Joang jn foreign countries,

The state delegations, after the
ANnonnead
mittes,

adoption of the platform,
their selection for members of the National Com-
and the tonvention then adjourned.

Meeting of the National Committee

The National Committes met on the following day at the
Hotel Ryan ang took up the question of the election of the
Officers and tne National Executive Committes. Those elected
were: Chairman, Alexander Howat: Secretary, Clarence A,
H”'m"'""'*'l.": Members af the National Exeentive Committes,
1_““ above two, ang William Mahoney, Alice Lorraine Daly,
5’,“0’.'1 WI]HM. Joseph Manley and Alfred Knutson. The
Z'aut'.mr::l! Committen authorized the National Executive Som-
ﬂt"EE‘H o atteng the Conference for Progressive Political
Action g Cleveland ang to conduct any negotiations under
tha clause qf the Organization Committee report authorizing

Sme,
Victory Against Great Odds
tai The fact that the June 17 Convention was able to main-
i i L
‘B its upjty and to end its work with the great mass of

dejo i ;
EaLes united ypop 4 common platform, organization plan

and ¢ il :
oo didates, {3 g eroat achievement for the Farmer-Labor
o Ement of this country,

e
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Frobably ng Ereater effort was made to destroy a con.
vention than the attacks made against this gathering. The
press of St. Paul ang Minneapolis daily published broadsides
against the ctonvention. Ewery sort of misrepresentation anid
distortion was resorted to in order to frighten the delegates.
Tha bogey of Communist control and Communism and
Moscow direction was on the front Pages day after day.
Vicious lies as tn Statements by varions delegates tending to
disrupt the convention were in every story published. In
&pite of this the tonvention was able to come to a unanimons
decision on candidates, organizational plan and Platform. At
the end it stood as & unit against ajl eénemies of the Parmer-
Lahor movement,

Thia fact is the best evidence that the Farmer-Labor
Party movement as it js manifesting itself today fs not
something ephemeral which is to he quickly destroyed. [t
apringa out of the nesds and experiences of the masses of
exploited farmers and industrial workers. [t expresses the
protest of the advancad section of thege masses against the
exiasting soclal order. Behind it there is the determination to
treate a fighting organization which will challenge the con-
tinued rule of special privilege in thig country.

The St. Paul Convention has laid the ground work for
the permanent organization of a Farmer-Lahop Party on g
mass scale. In the candidates nominated and the platform
adopted there is the basis for a nation-wide struggle against
the capitalist order in this country,

To build upon this foundation, to bring intg existence a
Farmer-Labor Party representing the industrial workers and
exploited farmers in Gvery state, to win for this party the
mass support of the workers and farmers—this iz the new
work before us.

When the history of the Farmer-Labor movement
iz  written, the St. Paul Convention will stand as g
historic landmark in its development. It will mark the

permanent crystallization of the Farmer-Labor movement in
i Farmer-Lahor Party and the beginning of g period of
growth and development which will not end until the Work-
ers’ and Farmers' Government g achieved!

Charlotte Anita Whitney
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What Michael Said

THE

to the Census-Taker

By James Rorty

HE Censgus-taker of the Skics
By day, by night, in gray and sunny weather,
By moonlight and by starlight goes his rounds,
Counting the young of the field mouse, ealling them
out by name,
Counting the seeds af the milkacced, r.rJr..-'r'rrrJ:q"y it
ing cach seed where it blows,
Fluttering lightly the leares of the poplars that bend
an the ridge “till each lcaf has been numbered.
Ewrulting in harvesis of corn, where each keriel
fnowwen and recorded,

s

Nating, recording, wothing fargetting, nothing despis
g, finding nothing strange,

By day, by night, in gray and gwnay aeather,

T'he Census-taker goes his rounds and comes aft fost

Even to a town of Human faolk,

Even to a street, and in that street a house,

And in the howse o room, and in the room he

Michael the poet, desperate, r'J'r.fH.'ra.l'n'-Hlf.I'. GLONE. .o

“What's thiz?” and “Who are youl" the Census-taker
i afed

KOOSR

And Michael answered stowtly what he could not know.

If you want to know who I am, I shall tell you,

I am the yellow dog, yapping on the roadside of the
world ;

I am the yellow dog, immortal, yap-yap-vapping,

Hunting for something, hunting for something, hun-
gry and curions:

Bitter, derisive, adoring: not a chariot has gone by
but I have bitten a spoke out of it:

Not a princess or concubine has passed but has given
soft words and a bone for the gleam of my teeth
and my tail wagging gallantly.

If you want to know who I am. I shall tell VOl

I am the vellow dog, Yap-yvap-vapping on the road-
side of the world.

When Cheops built his pyramid, T was there:

Circling, barking, sitting and casting dung;

Nipping the heels of the oxen, tongue out and slaver-
ing in the heat of the sun:

Sleepy beneath a palm tree, blinking at the Nile:

When Cheops built his pyramid, 1 was there.

Homer sang to me, sitting beneath an olive tree. when
Greece was young;

Homer sang to me, parted his beard and gANg.

In his blind eyes the blue sea foamed, and the white
blades flickered and gleamed,

And his gnarled hands plucked hard at his lyre, and
his old voice bellowed and eracked:

Homer sang to me, and I cocked an ear, gitting be-
neath an olive tree, when Greece was young,

Jeremiah was my brother
yap-vap-yapping ;

“Woe!” cried the prophet, and “Yes, that's right
I yapped, “Woe, woe, woe!"

“Woe nunto the sinful people who have forsaken God
and whom God hath forsaken.”

Jeremiah was my brother—God’s terrible old may,
with red eves and a long beard, sereaming at g
eross-roads in Jernsalem,

Bitter as Dead Sea brine, bitter as the desert wind,
hitter as Truth:

Jeremiah was my brother—I was the prophet’s dog,
j.'.'lFl-}'qu_'n';ippliiu;_', at a eross-roads in "”"UH-'!]PH.].

[ was the prophet’s dog

When the moon rose over Calvary, 1T was there:

I saw the cruel lips of the priests, and the rabhle that
gibbered and spat and lusted and drank hig
blood, and grinned and went away:

I heard the soldiers and the centurions clank off into
the city;

I saw the torches sway and go out.

[ saw the Son of Man, His task complete, twisted
upon a cross between two thieves upon a hilltop
in Palestine ;

Three crosses on a hill, and the cold moon shining.

*1s there no mercy under the moon®* 1 cried, and
Mary Magdalene, seeing that love was dead,

wept beside me, watching under the ecross:
And the moon, seecing that love was dead npon the
earth, was cold:

And day’s breath was stopped, and it could not dawn:

And a cold wind blew over the hill: the crosses swared
and creaked.

Fearing the moon and the stars and the barren earth,
I crept to the breast of Mary, and nuzzling close,
songht shelter from the cold.

I did not consent to that death, T have never consented:

You, if you listen, ean hear me howling

Beneath each barren moon, on every hill,

Hungry and howling, death’s stark rebel. gaunt be
neath the cross of my desire,

U every hill, beneath each barren moon.

When the moon rose over Calvary, I -was there.

The Pope said to John Huss: “Recant!”

I was there; I saw the yvellow-cheeked cardinals like
mummies in their robes,

And the .']]':'ll-i:i.‘-!l‘luil.‘-:, anmd the |liR|irJI|.\a, and the thin
priests, and the fat priests,

The Pope said to John Huss: “Recant!”
a tom-tom beat

Somewhers

There was a cannibal look in the eve of the eldest
cardinal. -

A red glow flushed the chesk of
stained-glass window :

[ heard the sharp crackle of the flames outside.

the saint in the
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Midnight Moenlight,

.hduuiluusluukrd at me, and

Map-rapping “There
And John Hyss knew that he was alone, and the
of the road Wias near
grain of dust in his hand,
And T saw Johny Huss smile and put life from him as
one puts a eloalk.
John Huss |

You are!"

&1l
v 4nd the world was like a

mrned eclean: the

sun rejoiced that day,

| and a cool wind trailed the blue smoke over the
hil land ;
And 1 wepg erying down the road of time, yvap-yap-
h g “God. 0 Ghod,

John Huss burned clean !

The jndpe CHATE|

! e Grene Dehs,
“You're yp old

“Be reasonahle!

man, you ought to know better,
What's the yge?
{1l ..]-:'.'1'r'l1.'h|||ll1,",~¢ |]|ri];g' it.- speak easy, you can't do
ANy mogd. *
I was there; the cour room was full of infidels, hroth-

UF, and I heard th
infidels the
And T gqu

e buzz of ten thousand trapped
world over, buzzing for a way out,
the gleam of

ten thousands picks, poised
i in the air, wiaiting for a word :
s ] heard world-whisper of hunkies, rough-
¢! Necks, broken-toothed wohblies—“Jesus Christ,
Gene, what do you say "
W :

the shipe of the old
click of the old man’s
HAW the _I'Hif;.::*

man’s head, 1
jaw;

heard the

shrivei 1o g pin-point, and the conrt-
oy iy to, and I heard the old man Bay.
“From (he rown of my head to che soles of my feet,
'm Bolsheyil 1

I

[ grinned back at him,

Ten thonsand i
gleaming
Langhtep anid

ks struck
[rit'lﬂh

Cursing in

granite then, ten thonsand

ten  thousand brown anid

corded throats,

A gleam in the sky, and a tremop in the earth.

A Joyous rimorp rippling the Wheat fields of far off
sleppes,

A new voice Crying in the market place of time , ,

Down in Atlanta, there was I, squatting in the conrt-
Yard, grinning at the jailer.

And the jails open door flapping, flapping in the
wind.

It you want to know
I am the yellow dog, Yap-ya
side of the world,

I am the yellow dog,
Lifted lip and yellow

head,

who T am, T shal tell you:

P-¥Yapping on the road
homeless, masterless,

disloyal,
fang, raging heart gn,

| burning
Bristling hair and

quivering haunel;.
and baying

Biretehod ]nu;;;;
throat

My world is not Jyour world, O Censns-takep,

I swim in tides that are not your tides:
Death is in my heart and life, ang the past for me j
like the present and the futnre,

There is not one laws that T have not e

your gods whose
mud-bespattered ip

S,

=

of your Jected @
There is not one of idol I have naot
hroad daylight :

There is not one goodnesses

of your

that
broken my heart -

has noi

There is not one of your sins that T have not tried and
fonnd wanting;
There is not one of your

sanctities that Ligs nof
me forth bayi

Bent

g under the moon.

If you want to know w ho T am,

I am the yellow dog,
world,

I shall tell you -
Yapping on the roadside of the

Homeless, masterloss.
thing, hunting
CUrlous,

disloyal,

hunting
for

something,

for
hungry

SOTE-
and

Bitter, derisive, adoring——]

am the yellow dog, yap-
yap-yvapping on the

roadside of the world.

The Census-taker of the skies

By day, by night, in gray and sunny weather,

Hlf;l moonlight el by startight goes his rownds,

F';;rruﬁﬁlr; “Ouel™ for each apple that thumps on the
ground in November,

Counting “Twol?
in the night

Calling the rall of the creeping things wnder the sod,
each answering shrilly in its turn

Counting the waves of the sea, and the
under the sod, and the coral ee
multiply in the depths,

for cach star that flares and falls

eyeless fishes
Ha that strive and

Leons of time for the Counting—aisual,

serupulons,
i rressed,

See, where the Census-taker goes hig Frndg,
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The Wisdom of Lenin

By Max Eastman

CHAPTER II.
The Background of Bolshevism.

O the American lyrical socialist—a child of Walt Whitman

reared by Karl Marx—these practical wisdoms of Lenin
will probably seem a little intellectually “aristocratic.” Lenin
not only recognized the supreme importance of revolutionary
ideas, but he realized that the people in whom sich ideas
constitute a predominant motive, are comparatively few, He
set these sclentifically idealistic people—the Marxian intel-
ligentsia—off against the “unconscious mass” in & ray that
shocks our democtatic modesty. To us in America the very
word “intelligentsia”™ ts almost unknown, and if we do use it
we do 80 with an apologetic or ironical smile, as though to
say, “Of course, there is no such thing, we all belong to the
‘Divine average.'" In order to understand Lenin, it iz neces-
sary to abandon this honorable sentimental inheritance, and
recognize the following fact: There is a struggle between two
classes, and then there {s a third and independent factor, the
“revolutionists” who understand that struggle and who desire
the victory of the working class, not becanse they belong to
it (whether they do or not) but because thev have a socialist
ideal,

In order to realize how natural this assumption was in
Lenin's mind, it 1s necessary to know a little of the history of
Russian socialism. It is necessary to know at least that
Lenin's predecessors, the “Friends of the People," were far
more “intellectually aristocratic” than he was. In fact Marx
ism, when it first arrived in Russia. was violently resisted
inst upon this ground, that it was disrespectful of the “per
sonalities” of the intelligentsia. It seemed to deny them any
function in history whataver.

Peter Lavrov, the intellectual father of the Narodniki, the
Friends of the People, had deseribed in the following words
his view of the method of historic progress:

“The seed of progress is indeed an idea, though not mys-
tically existing in mankind; it i{s born in the brain of a per-
son, it develops there, afterward it passes out of that brain
into the brains of other persons, expanding qualitatively in
the inereased moral worth of those persons, quantitatively in
the increase of their number, and it becomes a social foree
when these persons are conscious of their agreement and de-
cide upon a unanimous activity: it trinumphs when these pér-
sons, penetrated by it, translate it into social forms.""*

This view point of Lavrov's had heen developed by his
more shining successor, Michaeloveky, into a whole system of
sociology. Michaelovsky made it seem probable—and more-
over made it seem scholarly—that the very essence of prog-
resg, both In nature's eveolution and in human history, wag
the development of “individuality.” And thus those “morally
worthy" individuals of Lavrov's—the revolutionary intelli-
gentsia—hecame with him the goal of progress, as well as
the power that earries it forward.

Marx seemed to have an exactly opposite idea of the re-
lation of ideas to progress.

“It is not the consclousness of men,” he said, “which de-
termines their existence, hut on the contrary, their social ex-

* "Historie Letters.

istence determines their consclousness. At a certain Atage
of their development, the material forces of production f
society come into conflict with . . . the property relations with.
in which they had been at work before. From forms of de-
velopment of the forces of production, these relations torp
into their fetters. Then comes the period of social revgly,
tion. With the change of the economic foundation, the entire
immense supersiructure ls more or less rapidly transformeq
In considering such transformations the distinction shoylg al:
ways be made between the material transformation of th
economic conditions of production, which can be determingg
with the precizion of natural science, and the legal, political
religiouns, aesthetic or philosophic—in short, ideclogical, forms
in which men become conscious of the conflict and fight §
out.” ™

The intellectual contrast here is sufficiently sharp, but i
order to appreciate the emotional force of the conflict, yoy
must remember that the Russian revolutionary movement up
te the advent of Marxizm, had been one long story of great
personal deeds of sacrifice—sacrifice of love in order to e
to the people," sacrifice of life in order to murder the tyrant,
Michaelovsky stood at the intellectual head of this movement,
a brilliant journalist, who had built up a whole science and
philosophy of man and nature in order to glorify it. And this
western European doctrine of Marxism seemed to step in just
before the climax of the inspiring story and say: Well, all
your idealism and your “ecritical thinking” and your devotion
lo the revolution is futile—just let capitalism develop, and
the working class will antomatically overthrow the czar and
establish social justice.

To this soul-destroying proposition Michaelovsky cried:
Russia at least is different. Whatever may happen in western
Europe, Russia has her own destiny., The peasants in Rus
sia own land in common, and that §s the beginning of com-
munism. Only let us who believe in the idea carry on a sul-
ficlently fervent evangel among the peasants, and Russia can
dodge the evils of industrial capitalism, aveid the creation of
a working class, and step right over into the co-operative com-
monwealth.

The conflict was intense, and full of violent scorn and
enormous erudition. It came to an end only two years ago in
the trial of the Socialist Revolutionaries, who are the modern
remnant of this peculiarly plausible kind of utopian socialism

very high-brow, and very insistent at the same time upon
the superior rights of the peasant in the matter of conducting
a revolution. And it was in the heat of this conflict that
Lenin forged his weapon of Russian Marxism. He empha-
sized the role of the exploited peasant in the revolution. He
alzo defined the role of the intellectual, the Marxian himsalf,
and drew the practical consequences of that definition.

Lenin knew that hiz activity was determined, and its
possibilities were limited, by historical economie conditions
but he also knew that his activity was creative
He knew that itz creativeness was only increased bY
the knowledge of those economic conditions and limitations.
He mever lost sight of this fact, and he never let it appear

* Introduetlon to the Critigue of Political Feonomdy.
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that he haq lost sight of jt,
Lenin's

8 writings the impres
Legligible role in history.

Qhél]':lt‘lf:]'isf:i(: 0of hie whole
NSWEr to tha N
that they

Nobody could ever derive from
slon that “personalities” play a
And indeed, I know nothing mors
mind and temperament, than his
arodniki upon this very point. He told them
% succusfr:a_‘-;i:;jﬁ a ]-UE"- Yes -hut_ they (:me I]I:iﬂr'
stead of wmi; , only if !hf-,'r EJ::-:-m.n-:- .‘I.rur:::um engineers in-

i HHIng mere Narodniki “intelligentsia.”
um;.Tl.]? idea of historic necessity,” he said, “does mot in
¢ _ 45t undermine the role of personalities in history. His-
I:]:h:;il{]l]:_“il.“?__‘ up r:fl‘ the activities of persons, representing

o . ves indubitable agents, The real question that
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behajs b thEmt 1_.El_ﬂlt].‘ serious action and organization in
@ socialist ideal And in consequence, a great

in history
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dispute had arisen in their ranks—a dispute about whether
one cught to act for the interest of the masees, even when
the opinion of the masses is against
of the masgses is,
activity,

one—when the opinion
perhaps, that one should be hung for his
And the MNarodniki in Eeneral, with Michaelovsky
at their head, had decided this question in favor of action.
The opinion of the masses, they said, is of “secondary im-
portance.” One ought to devote oneself to the socialist idea]
without the consent of the masses, and evedl In opposition to
their conselous wish,

That was the state of pessimistic aristocratic lovalty to
an ideal, at which the Russian intellicentsia had arrived,
when Marxism made {ts appearance among them. And Marx-
-although it seemed so detached and mechanical in its
Hegelian dress, and 2o scornful of their sacred perzonalities
—Marxism in reality offered them a maost sympathetic solu-
tion of their problem. It showed them the way ont of their
moral dilemma. It said: 1If you will turn from the peasant,
whose economic situation makes him individualistic and
organizable, to the industrial proletarian-
rr_u:s[i:.' social, and for whom private property is already ahol-
ished, and who is already organizing—you will find a very
different response. You will find here that the opinions of
the masses, and their interests as understood by the intelli-

izsm
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whose labor is al-
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Eentzia, are not so rigidly opposed. They can be br

gradial agreement by propagands: and agitation, It iz pos-
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sible in

field, if you have the for the masses in

your heart, and the passion for the idea in your head, and

it you are flexible and dexterous—it is poss

the masses and at the same time be I

was what Mar
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o our countries, was the ideal of “democr

Marxism encountered almost an opposite emo
tional ohstacle, Ther atrugele 88,  an
‘egaed taken for

people question

important one to
the emotional ab-

of the revolutiona 'V
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moral j
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role of the intellizentsia, and the “conscious” revolution

The fact that the dictatorshi

of the proleta

1 I L can be real-
ized only through the politieal party of the revoly-
tionary wvanguard successfully leading the proletariat,

hem an entirel

obvious thing w

evary in-

ning of

person took for granted from the bhes

prise: it koo

gion. To us it waz a

onr i'|i|':'| ki

anged system of Marxian emol s all to pleces. And we

still find it difficult to e fealing that there iz a

cind of

expediency, in calling the

hypoerisy, or impromptu nali

dictatorship of the Communist party a dictatorship of the

proletariat. There is so little By po

about it, and it has

lain so long and o g0

ment of Ruse

idly at the bottom of the whole develop-

1an As

'xizsm, that Bolsheviks are entirely un-

aware of the neg ity of commenting upon it,

Tho

who are not reconciled to Lenin's view by these

prehistoric considerations, ought to Know
pressed himself

if that were nece

8-

willing to be called an “anti-democrat,"

ary, in the cause of practical revolution.
Lenin was never afraid of any idea when he was engaged in

ing facts, And the facts he faced in defir r the 14

between the socialist ideoclogy and the working el

ation

9 «I'f

oo complex to be summed up in any label. He distinguished

& serles of definite grades of diminisk

1ing =zociallst conscions-

ness

and diminishing authority and organizational FESDOT-
gibility, starting with fhe .~=r-im1rjju-.-4|]l-.- and executively
trained revolutionists (“It is no matter whether they are stu-
dents or workers.")—then the “eomscious element™ of the
working class—then a semi-conscious element- and 80 on
down to the worker who is engaged without any political

consciousness in a struggle for bread. I quote from a debate

THE LIBER ATghp
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Mr. T. Pottz Doughbe rm the vulgar
tendency to inquire into Affaire of State,

with Martov on the question of organizati

will rev the complex of L« 1£h Hpor
this guestion:
“According to the of organizedness al

and conspiritiveness in particular, we r ap
proximately the followinge categories: (1) the organizations

of  revolutionistss (2)

. " . ¥
orgamzations of workers, as bi

and various as

(I limit myself to the working

assuming it {5 understood that ecertain elements of other

tlasses enter here under certain conditions), These bwi
categories compose the party. Further: (3 organiz

Oof workers adhering (not belonging) to the party: (4) or

ganizations of workers not adhering to the party, but as &

ithmitting to itz control and guidsnce: (5) unore:

king class, who in part also sub

in the ovent of large-sized manifestations of the class

2, to the guic
have the thin

ce of the Social-democracy, There you

approximately, as it appears to me. With
Comrade Martov, on the contrary, the limits of the party are
entirely undefined . , '+

Whether you are reconciled or not. you will at least
find in that gquotation some hint of what I mean by saying
that Lenin abolished utopianism out of the practice of
gocialism.

* "One Step Forward, Two Stepa Back,' B 34
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Literature and the Machine Age
_ By Floyd Dell

XII,
HE literature of the early twemiieth century, =o f

LA &8 it
influenced us, did sq chiefly by an unconsciously adroit
emphasis upon the incidental beauty of the essentially home-
less and childless and migratory life to which capitalism I

ad
LR}
largaly condemned ya,

It would doubtless he 4 Surprize to thgat

. ; Protagonist of
old-fashioned Virtues, Rudyard Kipling, to ]

. earn that he wys
one of the chiaf Spiritual begetters of this kind of

5 romanti-
tism. But such ig the case,

“For to Admire and For to See ™
The Kipling wha came along beating hisg dr

us to the wars. ha 1 3 glightest :
.k i 1€ .‘.” _..J| il bt |J|.| slightest inflyenea npon our young
Ameriean idealism - such infine

m and calling

S ice as he had in that direction
180 been expended and dissipated in the brief delirium of our
Caban rescpe expedition. That wWias about the

Btrength of anp hvr:---.'nh.-ml;--|'r]||u~:-:' | impulses:
found tha

size and
and when wo
on our hands, we of the
particularly gratifieq. We did
not feel like taking up the White Man's Burden. Wea under-
Stood well enough the practical commercial aszpect of colonial
tnterprise, but we Wy
00 many

we had the Philippines
EEr Zeneration Were not

too near the poneer stage, we had
. undevaloped possibilities of exploitation hera at
LUme, to he Particulariy ambitious in that direction. Our jm-
! list and exXpansionisgt tendencies, which had won us Texss
: lr_ll':lll'r.".'.I:LI':u'l:L.«. had been seotehed by the Civil War. Slavery
2l Wantod more territory: capitalism had all i

needed for

H Senl. Lhe remnant of Mexico, that splendid prize

Evean
'h Jay at CUr doors, muysi wait until there was S0IMe press-

INE Dy tical e S0

B, say ofl
Kipling's belliger

for its condquast While as for

ent lovalty, jt Was a

-\.1;.|:_. of : |'|'...: =fa  wprle &
auairs whieh Wi

arflyne

reflex of a political

could not appreciate. We WEra No

empire, anxiously Toresecing and preparing for the
iF = d 50 . " ;
_‘--’ A A8ath-grapple With our enemies,
Partienlgp
want to

We had nothing in
Lo loge, nobody in particular to fear. We did not
; T ourselves to a4 Spartan discipline in the service
;:l.‘:_-z-.- ,.:I.Ili.ml-w'_ We did not have to. Uncle Sam was keeping

. > Ot trouble, by the familiar and traditional expedient
o Mending to pig owWn business.

There was no emotionally
WAL compla

the very cor, i3 :1[. ]'““'i”i_if-' ideas to appeal to in us, sinee at
trine of 1e. . | OUr National pride was the Washington doe-
[-i:TI;IIII]Iri_::"'r']l:in” ourselves to ourselves: at the utmaost, it was
B s ...Iﬂ? Hangs off 1" of Monroe. But we did mot aHave
r-,|'1|~!._1l IIl:_'::;_"I'Irrnilr;. l,. cred I:]II-;“-ZHiI.::i'I to go nnt.u.nrj civilize the rest
%0 ir. w.'q I"'.‘.‘ Were not, in short, !h*:lh.uci'mry.

fluttereg :I'ul;:.- fE'” _lj'fl‘ appeal to “wait in heavy harness |jn
didn wang ¢ II]”._ T'I”H ‘!11|.>1 o great response among llz:-;. We
F|;=]'ﬂ['5=>;¢-r|-,, ;“ wait .in Heavy harness on :L:]_'.-I:mr!:.'_. We were
B0 anq [;,]{l.r.“u'ﬁh _"“—TJ” here at home. But we did 1:1-::::1 to
Wishfi of }.:.fl-l' r(-m]‘ ”_[ the fluttered folk and 1.1.'I.[|:]_ Wea were
than |||||~,E_,-.I.H.].r,l'r'.;J little more fluttered angd wild !:ursae-.l'.'v::.
hag ‘!iﬁl.'ﬂl,:!u-::{:l””n _L-’.":r"-'l:' U8 & chance to be. When :-;rc-rruw.m:
A extan g, red the _hmtrhr*ru Seas, we _wuh
longey nﬂt Jﬂ-nf 0Ur imaginative Eeography which made it no

"BEBATY for
Medinyg)

were delighted

Us to seek relief from the present in the
Past in poetry and in “historical novels.” Here was

. o . "] . |
& rast right here in the present, which we coulg 20 to look
al a8 we went tp g Wild West Show. |

: ] L revived onr childish
enthusiasm —Put away hefore we had got tired of it-

Buys an Inidinns,

for cow-
And when Kipling orounght us his magni-
fic mmt pazennt of Oriental ang Afvicarn
We wWere (nchanted.

‘harism and ua Voge y
We sailed the earrg loyously with him,
but it was not as Servants of the Winien or as servants cof
anybody or anything save gur own pleasure, Onr restlessness,
the symptom of g discontent which dares not dream of revalyg-
tion, had solaced itself in =side shows, in tours- the peaks and
chasms which Byronism needs Lo comfort ils despair having
bheen get apart for our benefit, by a thoughtful Eovarnment, as
National Parks. But here was the

around the globe with Kipling-

Lrandest Tour of all,
“for to admire and for to =ee,
for to be'old the world so wide!™ [t turned the earth into a
In the waste places. among strange
childlike peoples, and on the sea, we could forgetl capitalism
and what it was doing to us. Ho heigh-ho, and all aboard!

magnificent plaveround,

“In the blazing tropic night, where the wake's a welt
of light

That holds the het sky tame,

Where her steady forefoot snores through the planet-
powdered floors

And the scared whale flukes in flame"™—

there, indubitably, was where we homeless children, emotion-
ally nationless and futureless ones preferred to be. It was the
Ereal compensation for our poverty. We had lost the whole
world, and gained it back in a dream of world-wide adventur-

ous wandering,

“Her plates are scarred by the sun, dear lass,

And her ropes are taut with the dew,

But it"s down, hull down on the old trail, our own trail,
the out trail,

It's down, hull down, an the long trail, the trail that is
always new!"

The Joys of the Road.
The cult of vagabondage had begun. In the zeries of b=
igh lyrics in which it flowered, the “Bongs from Vagabondia'™
and its suecessors, by Bliss Carman and Richard Hovey, the
zest for being somewhers olse—the “wanderlust,” as it began
to be called—was divoread utterly from any form of political
idealism, and reunited with the romantie tradition of home-
lezs but happy poets and artisis,

These books of song, with their hearty gusts for acciden-
tal and irrelevant experience, touched all youth to the quick,
Their influence was Immediate and profound. They were a
gathering up of the last shreds of belief, no matter how con-
and incongruous, by which the world could be
pretty fine place
fdeas, of

tradictory
made to seem for the moment a
to live in. Deeper than
amd giving them a freshness that still endures. is the natural
delight of youth in being alive. But this delight. as :'?Cl!l'i.‘e:-:{{._w],
jocund melange of Rousseaunan Nature-worship in its

Course,

thesea

was a




wildest and most anarchic form, and an ultra-Wildean asser-
tion of the superiority of the artistic to the ordinary kind of
life. “Make me over, Mother April”—and in the next breath,
“We are ourselves!” TYour true Bohemian was the Last of
the Mohicans and the First of the Greenwich Yillagers. He
was also Omar and Walt Whitman in one.

But both Omar and Walt have undergone a transforma-
tion before they emerge in this jejune form. The Persian
philosopher has become young again, and does not spend quite
all hiz time in the tavern; when he does go there, it is for
Whitmanesque camaradery rather than for the drink that
brings forgetfulness of care, He is not . aflicted by care,
partly because he is robust, and partly because he is simply
young and reckless. He practices what the older Omar only
preached—he ignores the guarreling of the sects. He does
not think about the problems of life and death: in foet, he
does not think about anything that might hurt. It is a Rubai-
yat without the salty flavor of tears in it. And it is a Song
of the Open Road, but of an open road that leads nowhither
in particular. The “manly love of comrades” is no longer an
emotion conceived as sufficient to weld these states together
into a greater and more glorious Republic. It is the casual and
easy affection of wandering poets and artistz who happen to
frequent the same bar, or who are thrown together for the
geason in some interesting little seaboard town as yet un-
gpoiled by bourgeois tourista,

“For it's always fair weather
When good fellows get together,
With a stein on the table,

And a good song ringing clear!™

Tomerrow, perhaps, they will drift apart, but there will
be other good fellows to drink and talk with: it is not the
specific personal relationship, but the facile eapacity for such
relationships, that counts: the “comrade heart” it is, and not
the hearty comradeship, that shall endure —and shall, inei-
dentally, “outlast art.”" For the younger generation of idealista
has paszed beyond the stage in which it asks the public to
forgive its conduct because it is incidental to the production
of high art; it is almost in the position of asking the public to
forgive its art because it is incidental to the production of
high jinks. At any rate, it brooks no criticism of its conduet
from the bourgeocisie.

“What's that you say?
You highly respectahle
Buyers and sellers!

We should be decenter?
Not, as we please, inter
Custom, frugality,
Use and morality

In the delectable

Depths of wine cellars?

“Midnights of revel

And noon days of song:
Iz it 50 wrong?

Go to the devil!

“I tell you that we—
While you are smirking
And lying, and shirking
Life's duty of duties™

THE LIBERATOR

And what may thai be, from the point of view of Vaga.
bondia? Not, by any chance, the creation of a world in whigy
lovers of beauty will have a respected and useful place? Whay
ig life's duty-of-duties?

“Honest Sincerity—"

To wit, one of the two things which a vagabond idealist
however robbed of his social patrimony, however disgraceg
and ouleast, can still do—tell the troth, But the truth ahout
what? About the theft? Not he! He doesn't even know that

he has been robbed. . . . . Procead.

‘"We are In verity
Free."

Free—to what, precisely?
“Fres to rejoice
In blisses and beauties,
Free as the voice
Of the wind as it passes,
Free as the bhird
In the weft of the graszes,
Free as the word
Of the sun to the sea!
Free!"™

Exactly. The other thing which capitalism cannot take
away from its vagabond idealiste is the love of beauty. Their
stake in the world has shrunk to that.

“But what care we? Linger
A moment to kiss

No time's amisg

To a vagabond's ardor—
Then finish the larder

And pull dewn the curtain.

“Unless, ere the kiss come,
Black Richard or Bllss come,
Or Tom with a flagon,

Or Karl with a jag on-

Then up and after

The joy of the night. . . .*

Et cetera. But before we put the volume back upon the
shelf of the college fraternity house from which we have 8o
unkindly removed it for inspection, let us note that it fur
nishes an inhocent transition to the stage of masculine ideal
ism in which woman, and the love of woman, as serious reali
ties, are eliminated from the scheme of living.

Playing at Life.

We lave seen in these gongs a blithe insurgence of the
Play spirit, which is one of the finest elements of young ideal-
iam. Mut we have scen here also a Llitne confess.cn of the
restricted sphere of iife in which this nlay spirit cares—or
dares—to manifest itself. There is no desire to play wilh
machinery; to be sure, it is forbidden to vouth to approach
machinery except on terms of slavery—but there is here no
protest against those terms, no curiosity even, as to the na
tura of the forbidden toy. There is no desire to engage in
what might be the great game of polities, nor any protest
against the depressing rules with which that game has been
gpolled for free men. These things loom large and danger
ous; and they are let alone. The trouble is mot that these
idealists are children, but that they are unenterprising chil:
dren. They are content with little toys.
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Their play is not the beginning, but the renunciation of
endeavor. It iz a prolonged holiday away from life, Tig eg-
gence {8 a breezy and hearty triviality, Anpg Just as their
work has become a playful thing in thig Bense, go has their
love. Both have been cut off from tragic issues. Ope takes
what one can. And what one takes, in the way of woman'g
love, is already being called something elge, It is being calleq
comradeship. It is being put with the casual and hearty reja.
tionships which subsist between man and man, Apg it ig
put there because it is beginning to belong there It 15 be-
coming—not in fanatic exemplification of some beautiful ang
terrible {deal of freedom, but In mere unprotested adaptation
to the exizencies of m igratory existence -the freely affection-
ate relationship of those whao happen to be thrown together
for the time being: g relation of erotie good fellowship,

Tomorrow, perhaps, they will drige apart. But there will
be always good fellows to drink with and talk with and lingar
& moment to kigg:

“For it's always fair weather
When zood follows Eel together ™

But this last development of the theory of the relation-
ship of man and WOman was not sung by the jovous poets of
Vagabondla. It Was sung, a little Iater, with a sad satire, by
an English and real vagabond:

“I have heen faithful to th ee, Cynara. in my fashion.”

(Continued in Avgusat Liberator.)

Adolph Dehn

Viennese Street Minstrels.

REVIEWS

Adventurous Man

“Thea Long Journey,r By Johanneg V. Jensen,
New Yaork, Vol. [. YEjra and ce.” wyi, .
Yol. 111, “Christopher Columbug, ™

Alfred A, Knapf,
"Ths Cimbriansg,"

O more fz:suinuting SLOTY can he Imagined than the gtopy
of the long roaq travelled by horthern Man sinee Eh-v
earliest times, told in the threas volumes of thig Ereat book
by Johiannes Jenzen, Any one of the volumes can he read
alone, ang i3 hard tg 8ay which is the finest but if yoq
read one, yoy are sure not tg siop at that. In “Fire and Iee"
the tropie Jungle surrounds us, ruled over hy Gunung Api
the greae Yoleano, which threatens destruction and at lagt
Eives fire to the herg who dares the heights, Then beging
the long ice age, winter after winter hrn_i;thnm'r:g until at
last there ig Do more Summer, and most gf the people flee
southward, Byt it is with the stubborn ones who réemain he-
hind, litile by littla Conquering the cold, that the author ig
toncerned. They learn to build houses of Slone, and at last to
tame horses ang build ships.

“The Cimbrians" beging with the birth of Norne Gest in
Jutland in the Stone age, and carries him, like the Wander-
g Jew of medieval legend, through centuries of travel, In
a fisherman's hoat he slips unnoticed down the coast, up the
Tiber, up the Nile, across to Mexico, and after long ages,
back to the far, far Northland. He gees the Cimbrian people
driven from Jutland by the great floods and throst gouth-
ward, gathering up other peoples, and descending in Barbari-
an hordes upon tho Roman Empire, He sees them slaughtered
at last and enslaved by Rome, until Spartacus, a slave of
Cimbrian descent, leads his Ereat rebellion, And at last the
candle of Norne Gest's lifa Eoes out, in King Olav's Hall in
Norway. It is an epic of incomparable richness, heginning
cold and humble in the stone age camp, and rigsing to a great
splendor of gold and bronze and blood in the battle of the
Raudian plains between Maring and the Cimbrians.

In the third volume, “Christopher Columbus,” the bar-
barians come down fnto northern Italy: and the red haired
Lrenceze {8 their son, restlega to continuwe the long journey
begun by them in the far past. It would be hard to find a
more stirring story than this of Columbus' voyage: one lives
again the terror of the superstitious sailors, sailing over the
edge of Ocean Into Hell: one lives again the riru._'_*_r:.-c]. bravery
of Columbus, cajoling, browbeating, scoffing, praying, any-
thing to keep these unbelieveras at their posts. This journey
becomes the symhbol of all revolutionary causes, of all !.-m]e-r_.»;
who believe becanse they cannot do otherwise, because thoir
reason leads them on and on. And at length the despair of
Columbus, who finds naked savages instead of Rajahs, ;:-uri
tobacco instead of gold, and who was to die mot knowing
how much more he had found than he had sought! And
finally his death, blind and alone, fretting to the last to be :'-I.[
gea again, to be at his work, to find the |3::s-':ﬁa;.:|_- Lo I‘r.t:]llfu:
There is interpolated in this volume the story of hu::-‘mi {.r;_i 8
voyage to Mexico, centuries before, when i]:—‘;“]f-ﬂ ]?:-..umirl .I.'T_I'I
the legend of the White God, Quetzalcoatl. The White rﬁ.h 5
return in the person of Cortez, and the conquest of Mexico,

i i ; rrific chapter.
is told In a gorgeous and te il




Missing Wheels

“The Philosopher's Stone.” By J. Anke n. Ifred f
b ¥ r Larse Alfred A, Knopf,

ERE is an extraordinarily rich and beautiful book, by an

author little known to American readers. It is a VEry
good example of a quality that I feesl in many of the transla-
tions from the Scandinavian languages: I mean the almost
uncanny power of expressing very subtle emotional mean-
ings through the most every-day “bread-and-butter” symhbols
amd situations, and thus touching our most intimate and living
feelings. “The Philosopher’s Stone” is the story of several
people who have grown up together, restless and unhappy
seekers for the philosopher’s stone which shall transmute
their lives. Larsen has very beauntifully developed the tend-
encies in the childhood of his ¢haracters, which drive them
to their restless fates,

A quotation will give, perhaps, the pungent wisdom of
the book, and its humor and robust quality. 0Old Kjellstrom
is a shoemaker, who quarrels with his wife and with hia life;
they seem top coarse for him, he seeks “the spiritual life.™
He builds a perpetual motion machine; it outzrows his room.
and . then outgrows a shop that is loaned him, because he
must continually add “one more wheel.” Finally, a young
friend, himszelf discouraged and confused, comes to see him,
and asks as usual, “How goes it

“It's going well, he said. “What!" exclaimed Dahl,
‘Does it go? Kiellstrom smiled calmly. ‘No. It does not gzo.
It cannot go. That is the secret 1 have penetrated.” He gave
a little clucking laugh. ‘T am the missing wheel." ",
find hiz place.

The author writes from the point of view of each char-
Acter as his struggle is dramatized: this, perhaps, i= what
gives the book much of its contrast and wvitality. As far as
I can zee, thizs use of the religious, mystical or superstitious
langnage of these confused and struggling people, iz the rea-
gson why various reviewers characterize “The Philosopher's
Stone," as the “great religious novel™ and so forth! To me it
I5 Lhe great novel of healthy irreligion, of breaking away from
the other-worldly fantasies that compensate for a feshble or
ineffectual grip on life. From the missing wheel to the break-
ing in of the mystic Barnes to western ranch life; from the
esctatic religiosity of Mrs. Sonne to Holger's tragic accept-
ance of his guilt, this book is full of subtle and sympathetic
mockery at the attempts of human beings to blind themselves
to reality.

A book packed full of wisdom and understanding and
humor, by a man who knows well the great ebb and flow and
interplay of the emotional life of humanity.

He must

L. G.

Once QOver

“Fraycar's Fist.” By Mary Heaton Vorss. Boni & Liveright,

MNew York.
A S the toastmaster would say, the work of Mary Heaton

Vorse needs no introduction. Mrs., Vorse has long heen
known as a genuine artist, whose special medium iz the
short story.

“Fraycar's Fist" is a selection of fourteen short stories,
the first of which gives the book its title. It's about “4A
Slavish fella named Frayear.”

Fraycar had left the green fields of his native land as a
youth and had come with his wife to America. the land of

THE LIBERATQy

golden promise. When he reached America, the sieq] millg
got him. He and hiz wife and children lived under the hp_ﬂ\.}.
smoke pall of the steel giant, No green thing ever met thejr
eves, and the gold of the sun and the blue of the heaveps
were always dimmed by the steel giant's black breath, E'-'L-r‘n,-
morning the mill opened itz jaws to receive Frayvear and
every evening it spewed him out.

When Frayear was drunk he would stand in the streets
of the town, his bhody big and menacing, curging the mills—
slag and slack. fire and steel, men and bosses. He would
lift his huge fist and roar, “I am stronger than yon!"

And now Fraycar was dying. He was tortured becansa
he could not remember why he cursed the mills when he wag
drunk. Then he remembered.

“When I was drunk [ thought the machines were alive
I thought we were owned by the cranes—I thought we WiTe
slaves! [ thought they kept us here. . .. When [ was drunk
[ thought the milla were eating me. [ cursed at the ma.
chines that owned me. It's not them—it's not the mills
keeps us! [ have nothing—I die as I was born, I have only
one thing. I leave you my anger.” He lifted up hiz fist
“T leave you this!" he shouted,

I wish that this first story had struck the keynote of the
hook, and that the thirteen stories following were just as
significant of the life of our America. Most of the storins
following “Frayear's Fist" are beautifully written tales of
strange loves among the Portuguese in the Provincetowy
gection. In these stories there is sometimes a touch of mys
ticism that makes one feel a little uncomfortable. But EVEry
one of the stories is colorful and swift-moving,

For me, these stories are one—and thirteen. The first iz
in a class apart. Ida Dailes.

“Leonid Andreyev, A Critical Study.” By
B. W. Huebsch, New York,

Alexander Kaun,

M!i. Kaun presents here a faithful study of Andrever,

one of the Great Russians, who drank the sounr milk
of Schopenhauer until his mind was filled with cords of
scepticism,

Strangely enough, Andrevev at one time protested against
Lunacharcky's criticism of “Tzar Hunger”, which the bol
shevik leader attacked as a defamation of the revolution
and the working c¢lass. In an interview Andrevev denied
that he was the doubter, maintaining that he had been,
if anything, too optimistic. Dishelicf? ‘Sdeath.” He was
as staunch a believer in the revolution as anvone!

The war and the revolution awung them all into the
enemy’s camp. Andreyvev® aligned himself with the blackest
in the holy war against the sacrilegions Hun. His veice rose
above even those of Purishkevitch and Gutchkoy, The bol
shevik revolution completed the disillusionment of the
masses, if not of himself, From PFinland he addressed
rancous appeals to the Allies to intervene and save holy
Russia from the infidel red.

Andreyev was the Russlan epitome of the literary
tendency which prevailed among his contemporaries: paint:
ing huge canvases of life, darkening them with symbolism,
chilling the air with resignation, doubt acceptance of evil
To him, the light of the new day was anathema: to the
last moment of his tragic life he fumbled with his =cep
tic’s beads and muttered, “Vade retro, Sathanus.”

Max Shachtman.
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“Satan's Diary."”
New York.

By Leosnid Andreyey, Boni and Liveright,

ATAN'S DIARY" is Andrevey's last book ang Was pub-
ished just prior to his death. The subject and jisg
freatment are unique and in accord with the literary reputa-
tlon Andrevey has established. Satap decides, out of curj-
ozity, to visit this earth in the guize of an American billion.
aire. But the God-like human beings outdevil the devil ang
after robbing him of his money, morals, apd devilish salf
respect, send him scurrying back to Hell
The entire work is of course deeply symbolical and cnts
with a subtle, sharp satire throughont,
Abraham Resika,

“Buddenbrooks." By Thomas Mann. Alfreg g Knopf, New York.

THE detailed story of the lives of four Eenerations of g

prosperous  German merchant family, which dies ont
through sheer wasteful conservatism. While the revolution-
ary floods of '4% SWeep Europe, the atalid Ihw]:h-nf:m:}]n:s
sit high and dry on the perch of thejr social gy Periority, with
the result that all possibilities of constructive living are de-
nied them,

No one who hag not himsalf experienced the hideouz hore-
dom, the wasteful pettiness the wearing stupidity of middie.
class life, can dppreciate the feeling of hollow futility which is
the sum apg substance of the lives of the Buddenbrooks, An
Inartienlate rebellionsness stirs Hanno, the dreamy musician
of the fourth Eeneration, but jt never occurs to him to brealk
the bonds with which he is fetterad. E: B.

“The World's Trade Unign Movement, By A. Losovsky, Work.
Brs Party of America, Chicage,

master]y bird's-eye view of the union movement by the

jecretary of the R L L. U. The thres tendencies shown
before 1014 —the “pure ang simple” unionist, syndicalist and
S0¢lalist—gpe carefully traced. During the war the organi-
fationg hag only one aim—iq win the war! The Russian Re-
Yolution introduceg a4 new policy, embodied in the Program
“_fl"-'Jitﬁ-ri in 19925 The bulk of the hook ig devoted to a discus-
SN of the f_ LL.U. and the Amsterdam International. Their
Tecords ara tontrasied, The RLL.U. is milita nt, class-conscions
an dEErogsivea Program on war, fascism, and for the
fonduct of g, Btonomic struggle. The Yellow International
longs for clags collaboration ang is capable of any sacrifice
to e gt The fina] chapter discusses the strength of the

]!-m ‘Mernationa)g in the different countries. A wvaluable
LU

and hag

Geo. McLaughlin.

”::r Nﬂﬂ"tﬂ‘iﬁ Wife." gy Liam Q'Flaherty. Boni and Live-
blting Dicture of lige In a small secluded Irish village,
F:l:tlt::::-nzl the priest is Czar, His curate is a self-conscious
thay gl"l,"-d Hmlr Poet, F!c abandoned hig sweetheart r:tlElmr'
€ up his Basy life ag g briest. She is now the bride
detests him for his cowardice. The
v his Conscience and his pockethook fighting
and loneliness, e celebrates mass—burning
I her sitting so near. He hears confessions—
tether there 45 5 hell, and concluding that, if
the Company there will be splendid! A book of
G. McL.

“Poemsg.
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By J, E, Spingarn, Scribner angd Sons, New York,

THE dammnahle, impudencea Which iz the galt of Spingarn's

Poetry stingg ¥our palate with a new and g biting flavor
of freedom, Something of the startling simplicity and hreath.
taking charm gf Housman iz in these rhythmic Yerses, but
thera g none of !-!m:srrmn‘s undertone of sadness. The
Hhmpshi]‘fe lad g always dimly ang sorrowfully aware of
facts on tha horizon of his faney: Spingarn’s cavaliers rag.
OBnize no factg that would but them out gf Countenance,

“May will be fine nexy ¥ear as like ag not,"™
Cry the frequenters of the tavern Wwhere Housman's Youthfnu]
rebels gathep, Andgd immediately afterwards:

“O ay, but then we ghan be twenty-foyr!™

Spingarn’s lads would never hgyve thought of thay at all.
They are miuch more in sympathy with one of their own cgy.
aliers, who, flecing with another's wife, singas ont:

"0 ho! Who fears a Jealous aye
And ag nonchalantly gg he runs hig pursuier through with a
sword, just so nonchalantly (g all of thess boys dispose of
4|[m-unwrtiug facts,

It Is & new Kking of :':upurtinence, this—an impertinenca
that seems brazen simply because it sees nothing to contend
against, I embodies z devil-may-care attitude that is un.
tainted hy any feeling of “wickednesg - -the attitude of g
vagabond who has never hecn anything but a vagabond, and
who is therefore untroubled by the consciousness of revolt
50 common and =o distasteful in the parvenn of the eylt.

E. B.

""The Color of 3 Great City."" By Theodore Dreiser. Boeni and

Liveright, MNew York.

IT Was a young Dreiser who wWrote the series of sketches,
character studies and mood impressions, gathered between

the covers of this book. But it was & Dreiser with an ear

delicately attuned for the song of the city, an eye expressive

1o its many varied colors, and a vouthful goul, leaping and

buoyant in its reactions to the poetry and music and tragedy

Lound evervwhere within a great city.
These sketches, being short in structure and writtten in an
intimate style, do not possess that ponderonsness so COI-
monly associated with Dreizer's longer novels, .Hut, in com-
mon with his novels, thev lack in that one quall_t,r 80 essen-
tial to universzal greatness in an author. There i2 no humor

i ika.
in Dreiser's studies. Abraham Resika

R. Fulton Oursler writes us that the notices on the
jacket of his book were not written by “hirelings,” as
stated in the last fssue of The Liberator. Wa apologize
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Italian and American Restaurant
18 East Chicago Awvenue (Near State St.), Chicago

A Cozy Place to Meet and Eat
Good Food Reasonable Prices
Interesting  Companionship

Friyate Dinlng Room for Parties. Telephone Supearior 6821

PEARLS

Erave thoughts from brave minds.
Socrates, wizest man ever lived, 10 cents a copy.
of free thought books sent on reguest.

Radical Publishers, 1734 W, 21st., Chicago, lII.

Wise sayings of
List

Editar: J. F. HORRABIN
One Year's Pogtal Subscription: §1.25
162a Buckingham Place Road, London, S.W.l. England

LHE PLEBS

Monthly Organ of the British Labour Colleges Movement

A Baby in Your Home

S50 many married couples yearn for children that thousands
of copies of & new book by Dr. H. Will Elders are being dls-
tributed without cost to childlesa women. Anv family ﬁﬂ_m’-
egtad in overcoming eonditions of nature that hinder the
gift of children should write for thiz free book today.
It describes a simple home treatment based on the use of
Steriltone, a wonderful scientific tonic that has had marvel-
ous success all over the country In relieving constitutional
weakness. Every woman who wants to live a normal, hap=
py home lfe with little ones around her should consider it
her first duty to know what Sterlltone iz and why it should
e 8o wonderful an ald to her. HRead this lttle book which
Iz sent without charge or obligation in a plain envelope. It
unfolds facts that most women never have had ex plained
to them. Slmply send name today to Dr. Will Elders, 2005,
Ballinger Bullding, St. Joseph, Mo. H. W. BE. 1823,

MORPHINE mm%g

DRQUAYLE SANITARIUM, Sxpt. of7 MADISON OHI

Mailing Lists

Will help wou increa

£
Band for FREE mtak v ™
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ONE-SHOT REINCARNATION 1924 MESSAGE

Theosophy Joins Workers in World Revolution

1 copy, 2Be; 5, $1.05; 10, $2.50; 50, $9.25:; 100, $17.50;
500, $80; 1,000, $150; 2,500, $340; 5,000, $625. Postpaid.
FRANCIS P. SAVINIEN, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA.
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Official Organ Friends of Soviet Russia
and Workers' Germany

A monthly of authoritative informatiop
ON

RUSSIA AND GERMANY

Interesting Photographs
Internationally Known Contributors

SUBSCRIPTION

$2.00 a Year $1.00 Six Months

SOVIET RUSSIA PICTORIAL
19 B. Lincoln St.
Chicago, Il

NOIS .........ccconn :

Street and No.........cc..coiie
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LABOR HERALD

A Constructive, Militant
Monthly Labor Magazine

Edited by
EARL R. BROWDER

Subscription $1.50 per year
Single copy 15 cents

Official Organ of the

T'rade Union Educational League

1113 Washington Blvd. Chicago, lll.
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More than one million

Class War Victims

in Germany

- They are waging a heroic battle for the preservation of the eight-hour day

=
=

LT

600,000 Miners Locked Out
400,000 Out on Strike
7,000 Workers in Prisons

Wives and Children Starving!

THE INTERESTS OF THE GERMAN WORKERS ARE
THE INTERESTS OF THE AMERICAN WORKERS

Capitalists are quick to learn from each other.
If the German workers win their battle the
American workers will find it easier to win
their battles. If the German workers lose, the
American workers lose,

How Much Is Your International Class Solidarity Worth?
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ANSWER TODAY!
r-“z‘-’?"é.’lin:::|l 'I.‘.'erl';:'l:'_ﬂ: T e & _Ii OUR AlIM
|
|

To give aid to all nesdy work-
ers and class war victims with-
out conditiens, without political

l 19 South Linegip st.,
!f'liit:lf.;;]_ I11.

i Enclosed i s Rk 5L e b0 help feed the class war victims
I and thajpe families,

I economic of natural catas-
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COMMITTEE FOR INTERNATIONAL WORKERS' AID =
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The Stenographic Ad Verbatim Report of

THE INTERNATIONAL DEBATE OF THE DAY!
BERTRAND SCOTT
RUSSELL P S NEARING

Subject—Can the Sowviet Form of Government Take
Hold of America, England and France?
Mr. Russell says NO. Mr. Mearing says YES
Pebate Held in New York Clty, May 25 1924
THE LEAGUE FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION
500 Fifth Avenue, Dept. L., Mew York

Send Ammunition

To OQur

Advertising Representative
We have started a drive to secure the
advertising of the book publishers.

Our Representative Claims,

That the readers of The Liberator buy
a considerable amount of books adver-
tised in other publications and the adver-
tising rightfully belongs to us.

YOU MUST PROVE and help our representa-
tive secure contracts for the fall adver-
tising. ACT IMMEDIATELY. Look over
your book shelves, check up the publish-
ers and write

Number of Books You Have
1. Names of Publishers.

Z. How many books of each publisher.

A post card will do,

But Write at Once
Address
Advertising Representative L,
728 Park Row Bldg., New York

AC IMMEDIATELY

——

TWO INTERESTING BOOKS ABOUT
INTERESTING PEOPLE

The Education of Ernest Wilmerding, The story of
the unfolding of a young man’s mind, by BEdward C.
Wentworth; 2.00.

The Growing Dawn and the Spirit of the Lower Maorth
Side, Plays of 1822, by Edward C. Wentworth: 32.50,
For sale at all hooksellers or order direct from publishers
COVICI McGEE COMPARNY, CHICAGO, ILL.

EVERY LIBER A Should subscribe for,

_ _ read and
THE CRUCIBLE, a red hot agnostic weekly,
$1.00 per year. Samples, 4 weeks for 10 cents.
Free-list suspended.
THE CRUCIBLE, 1330 1st Ave., Seattle, Wash.

pass on,
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WHY DEPRIVE YOURSELF?

of the opportunity to be informed about the mgg
important events of the world as reported and reviewed
ln the

“Communist International”

The official organ of the Executive Committee of the
C. |. Edited by Karl Radek and Gregory Zinoviev.

It is the only publication of its kind in the world,
It is read with interest and concern by both friends
and enemies of the communist movement of the world,

? Is the subscription price in the way ?

Rates now reduced: Single copy 25 cents,
By mail, 1 year or 12 issues, $2.50 Six months

or 6 issues, $1.25.

Order from: Il ;

Literature Department,

WORKERS PARTY OF
AMERICA,

1113 Washington Blvd.,
Chicago, 11l

Communist
International

The exclusive distributors
of the magazine in America.
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The
Labour Monthly

The Premier Magazine of International Labor
Editor: R. PALME DUTT

“The Labour Monthly contains the kind of information
that is badly needed and toc often is hard to secure.”

_ Australian Worker.
Contributors Include:

M. Lenln J. T. Walton

L. Trotzky Newbold

G. Tehleherin Tom Mann

Leonid HKrasaln R. Page Arnot

G, Elnoviey William Paul

Karl Radeak Harry Pollit

N. Bucharin J. F. Horrabin

. Varga J. T. Murphy

A, Losovaky Wm. %. Foster

Henrl Barbusse Secott Nearing

M. K. Ghandi Art Young

Shapuril W. T. Colyer
Saklatvala Lewis 8. Gannett

Evelyn Roy G. B, Shaw

M. Phillps Price H. ¥. Brailsford

The Labour Monthly, one year........co. B2.00
The Liberator, one year..........oe. 200

$£4.00

Special Combination Offer for Both
Magazines: $3.00
Bend Subseriptions to
The Liberator, 1112 W. Washington Blvd., Chicage
or to the American Representative:

Phillp Novick 182 Broadway, Room 15, Mew York, N. Y.
Fublished in 162 Buckingham Palate Road, London, 5.W.l

C. D, H. Cole

George Landsbury
T. Nosakn

sSen Katayama

A. Bordiga

E. C. Wallhead
Robert Williams
Max Beer

3. Ledebour

Clara Zetkin

Karl Marx (English
tranzlation of ad-
dress to Commun-
ist League, 1850}
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E was g London dandy who startlad
sociaty dinner-tablasg with his wit
and conversation.
a8 an Irigh aristocrat from an ancient titled family,

velveat clothes that made people Easp.
aring dilettant

He w
who dressed in
He wag 5 g £ . J

it » 804 an intimate friend o I
Honhardt and of g); gho by, 0d 2 : 90 Bargh

But thig - Intalle ctuala,
r\ll".""_h Axzling man Was hurled suddenly f

;.I NI.‘!I;IH?I\-;- I;l.nd Popular tv into the LIF:]‘HH.':

l{':‘l'lj.hlj:mr.ﬂ h? o] hands wepe
¥ oakun -

Write? 1 Prisomn.

rom the heights
of degpair and
Meading from
And what did he

delfcate

; white
in a

criminal's

i " sys
’
Vera, or the Nihilists”’ Tthe gisg Drobably
t::.l'";,l_wm_“‘,’,‘, Soncerning thag EToup of anarchists in Russia
2Wn as "The Nihllists". 7 i8 in the form of & play in
coAr-cut language, The climax when Vera €n-
ilace at i"EirnHm_d In order to murder Alexis, the

Hexpected as it [s Bensa-

“The Soy] of Man Un

- - ,,
il der Socialism
Indivig Is the mpgf Thmarkable exposition of the doctrine of
IS that hae syer been printed.  Some of the
iking Passages dog) with the part Played by Pleasure
% &5 opposed tn Sorrow and Pain,

“DE Prﬂfundl's” —This is the revelation of a

INtennats i man‘'s who s  suffering
himselr "yl Prison. Tt wae written by Uscar Wilde when ha
L EEAT WhE o

f ' N prison, alle i -
fession in ”tef'ﬂtur;!l It 1z calleg the most pathetie eo

. " —A  pris-

d Df Readlng Gﬂal ner in
: Ciluse he had murdered the woman he
0 Watched hiy limal days and the execution—then
s and  his burning heart he wrote this
! conidemnead nan and what the other
. and falt ang finally the execution—it is
&8 that this s the Ereatest ballad in our

' Inost unforgettable thing you will ever

n& ballad alone Is worth several times the
12 entire gep of books,

And besides these Osear Wilde e -
ed that Amazing novel “The Pisture
of Dorian Gray, a story of London
High-Life ang Low-Life: The Decay
of Lying; The Truth of Masks:

Lord
Arthur Savile's Crime; A Woman of
Mo rmpm-tan:c; Salome; Russian

MNovelists; and Sountless playsg, Poems,
53ayE and stories. All theage are fn-
cluded in this offer,

Mo more vivig or sensational
ever lived than Osear Wilde.
i career as his is one of the
of the world. Aj of his wo

tained [n g single beautify]
edition is

A Priceless Set of Books That Should
Be in Every American Home

Because the highest quality of binding ig used to enshrins
these wonderful Writings the cost of the sat is extreme. ”
I¥ low. It represents i great bargain, This offer will

Eive you a beawtiful permanent uniform
that will grace Your home, and give You Immortal
reading for years to COITE, /

wWriter

Such,
wWonders
rks gon-
uniform

/]Ju_-p‘l. Whds
Your Name Imprinted 25D W

In order that you may ses the books hcfun-/ Page & Co.
declding definitely, you can borrow them Room T72B

or a8 week. Your name (or the n:mlt-/ 16 Park Row,

of your friend or your elub, if vou New York Clty.
want to present them) will

“¢ ' Piease send me the
actually printed in the set. Buot

vellum sot  of

Oacar
this unusval feature does not Wilde—12  volumes oon-
alter the fact that ¥OU can talning all his amazing
se0 the books on approval.

writings—with my name {un=
less I requeat another MAME)
imprinted in the set. If I do not
enclose the deposit of 2, you may
/. send C. 0. D, fortbas amount. If 1
return the books within a weel you
Will refund my deposit—otherwisze ]
Will pay %5 & month for seven months
making a total of $39.00-~the special price,
(cash discount § per cent)

Name, e 0 4 8 10 o e v e e 1 P B e e e
7
/ Address............

Act today and you will
be looking at a set in
your own home in a
Tew days. Don't de-
lay. Sahd In your
Fegquest while
the supply
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Pleage Use coupon op mention The Liberator,

This will help secure further advertising,

““1:!11111111111115‘55"""""53‘*5-‘5‘1111‘1"15115‘1‘1 iy, e :;1-:13-51-: o
F - 51'-15“1-1!..1'&1.':!:""

=
-




|

=

- IIIEIIHIIIIFIIJIIIIr[JiIIIIIH.I!lI.IIIHIIIIIIIIIIIHJIIIIIIIHIIIfIIJIIIIHIIIIlIIJ!IIIHIIlliIIIIIIIIIIEIIIHIIIIilIIHIIIII}HHIIIIIIHI!IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIIHIIIIIIII!lIIIII]III!I:IIIIJIHIIIIIE!IIIIJIIIHIIIIIII[II!IILIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIHHIIHIHI {

SURE
WE ARE DIFFERENT

and we are proud of it

Thousands of newspapers all over our country publishing the same capitalist

dope day after day.

Only one daily paper in the English language printing the news of the world
day by day from the working class standpoint.

You lose more than we do if you are missing a single copy of

THE DAILY WORKER

America’s Great Labor Daily

Subscription r_
Rates: THE DAILY WORKER,
| 1113 W. Washington Blvd.,

BY MAIL— | Chicago, Il

1 year .......$6.00 I Enclosed please find $ P enennsenenenens mionths’ subseription

6 months ....$3.50
3 months ....gz.ﬂﬂ to THE DAILY WORKER.

I
BY MAIL— l 21k 40 ot il N TR SRR e S M ) T e b L

1 year ......$8.00
6 months ... $4.50

|
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3 months ....$2.50 I
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