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CIAA Newsletter Issue #20 Note from the CIAA Committee 

  

NOTE FROM THE HONORARY SECRETARY 
e this is a special issue in several ways, we break with 
our tradition and start with a note to our suscribers and 
readers. The CIAA was founded as an infornal group 
exactly ten years ago, by four PhD students. Madhuvanti 
Ghose (now on our Advisory Committee) was one of them, 
and T was another. We felt then that information about 
the vast expanses of Central and Inner Asia were 
scattered in many different publications, and through our 
research we developed a sense that it was very important 
to be aware of events and new research dealing with any 
part of this area. Initially we produced an Ad xeroxed 
Newsletter of a few pages, but very quickly found that 
there was a real interest in our undertaking, and by 
Issue 4 converted to the more compact current format. Our 
focus on bringing news from Central and Inner Asia 
itself, and reaching out to a worldide network of 
scholars working on this area seemed popular, and our 
issues became thicker, some reaching over 100 pages. This 
is our tenth anniversary issue, and also Issue 20. We 
believe that our original aims are still true today. In 
this issue for the first time we include an article on 
carly Islanic art as our main interest has always been in 
the mutual influence and continuity of cultures in this 
region. 

  

  

  

  

As our research progressed we found that we had to turn 
auay interesting articles, because they were too long to 
be published in the Newsletter, or were beautifully 
illustrated in colour, and we had neither the technical 
nor the financial means to reproduce them. 
Simltaneously, the last few years saw an expansion of 
the information available on the internet, and despite 
our hard work our Newsletter issues became partially 
outdated by the time they reached some readers due to the 
Togistical difficulties of printing and posting. 
We feel therefore that there is need for change. This is 
the last issue of the Newsletter. From 2006 the CIAR will 
produce a professionally printed Jjournal.  Brepols 
Academic FPublishers have been very supportive of our 
ideas, and have accepted our proposals for launching the 
annual Journal of Inner Asian Art and Archaeology. 
Authors have been equally supportive, and we have already 
received  several = important, well-illustrated  and 
interesting articles. The new Journal will also continue 
the tradition of the Newsletter, and we shall continue to 
publish book, conference and exhibition reviews. There 
Will also be a news section for more “permanent” news 
items, such as excavation or project reports. The quickly 
dating notices will be moved to our website from autumn 
2005. As always we welcone all your ideas and suggestions 
and most inportantly, contributions. 
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Brepols have offered an introductory subscription price 
of 50 Euros for Institutions with a 25% reduction to our 
individual subscribers. We believe that this is a very 
reasonable price for a large-size professionally printed 
Journal, which will be illustrated throughout. We hope 
that all our subscribers will continue to support us and 
that we shall reach a wider audience. Many thanks to all 
our subscribers who have already sent the subscription to 
he Newsletter for 2005. As this issue is postponed from 

Winter 2004 due to our negotiations and many commitments, 
your cheques have not been cashed, and will be returned 
in due course. I would like to thank Lindsay Zamponi and 
Dr. Beatrix Mecsi for their help in producing this issue. 

  

  

   

I apologise for the delay in amswering individual 
enquiries about subscriptions lately. ALl work in the 
CIRA has been done on a voluntary basis, and several of 
our hard working committee members and our administrative 
assistant had to give up their commitment dve to 
Einancial pressures or the need to take up paid 
employnent. Although Brepols will take on the marketing 
of the journal our other activities (e.g. lectures, the 
website, or possible conferences) will have to be 
organised from our own funds and grant applications. Our 
lecture series has been very successful and is open to 
all free of charge. We alio coorganised an important 
conference in Leicester on the South Asian Legacy of Sir 
hurel Stein, and we would like to continue to organise 
sinilar events. 

  

This is also an appeal to all our present supporters: if 
you would like the CIAA activities to continue and expand 
Please do contact us with donations, all help would be 
greatly appreciated. Specifically, we shall not be able 
to continue with our practice of sending free copies to 
certain countries and institutions in Eastern Europe, 
Central, South and East Asia, unless a sponsor would be 
interested in supporting this ten-year old tradition, 
which brought us many interesting articles and reports 
£rom scholars working in those regions 

  

We thank you for your long-standing support and look 
foruard to your continued involvement in the next ten 
years! 

Lilla Russell-Smith 
Honorary Secretary 

  

For information on how to subscribe plea: 
Brepols Publishers, Begijnhof 67 - 2300 Tumbhout (Belgium). 
Tel: +32 14 44 80 30 Fax: 132 14 42 89 19 Email:info@brepols net ww brepols et 

contace:    
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EXCAVATIONS AT TANDIKUDI 

M. Rajesh and M. Saranyn 
Researh Scholars. Dt of Archacology TailUniveriy, Tanjovar, Indi 

“The excavation programme was caried out under the supervision of Dr. K. Rajon, Hesd. 
Depariment of Archacology. Tamil Universty, ssised by N. Atliyaman (Underwsicr 
Archacology Cente, Tanil Universty) long with the Resesrch Scholars and pos-grduste 
tudents of the Deparment, drin the scademsic year 2004, The st was excavaed n oder 
1o sscertain the anipity of the burisl and the reason for ther occorence i such a high 
lide.Since theregion aboundswith exditions cardamom and pepper plantaios, it ight 
Have been occupid fo the speifc purpose of culivating these iems, which wer i great 
demand inthe Roman world. 

  

     

“The achacological st Tandikudi (77°3 E, 10°31 N i situned aboot 47 kikometres noth- 
exst o Vattalakunda,inthe lower Palan hill of Kodaikinal Talok., n the Dindugal disic 
e on the fft bk of the Marodanadi river, t sbout 1314 meres (4,40 fct) mean sea 

level This region was associated with (wo Sangam Age ciefsins naed Tourikon and 
Kodaiporunao. In Pupanindru (39, the Sangam poet Ayt Modavanis speaks about one 
chiefsin who rled over the Tour tegion. The region may be identified with Tndikodi 
Another poct Perunalisitianir reconded (Puaniniry 205 snd Akanintry 1) that 
Kodsiporunan performed 1éi (ceremony). This Ao is idenified with the presen 
Kodaikanal srea. Boih regions are stdded with mumerous ses, such 55 Adukan 
Senbagantr, Machchar, Perummala, Panpsikids, Molaiyir, Kathavomalai, Mapalor, 
Knalkido, Kodalangkid, Pecupigi, Pachalu, Adali, Py, Vellgavi, Kimanor and 
Perumpallam. Al ofthese sites ar located on the lower Pajani ik, This clerly shows tat 
the lower Pafa il played an imporant ole during the Sangam Age. The availble 
evidenc indictes hat hi region had cotious culuralcontact with the plsins from te 5* 
centry BCE. 

    

    
    

  

  

3. Hosten, A. Anglade, A.V. Rosner and $.J. Rev. Heras are some of the important 
persnalities who surveyed many of the monoment n the ower Palani il drig the pre- 
independence e, The fir person who reportd the cistburial in i egion was .. Hosten 
Due 10 the esuling tireless efforts of Anglade, who was the Madura District Collecor, 

    

many of the sites were metiulously recordd through asociuion il the dolmens 
Following Anglde’seffrs he region received the atetion of A. Aisysppsn. who ws an 
anthopologist, i 1940, 

  

During the mid 19705, F-R. Allchin exained 10 ou o 
Aigyappan 
Moscum, Madrss. Based on the typology. morpholozy, mateils and the manfactring 
{echnique, Alchin compared these pots with mateil from Neolithic stes sch ss Pkl 
Maski, Hallr, T. Narasipur and Sanganakall and the Chakolithic site Navdtol in 
Malsasrs, and doted them 10 1000 BCE and 800 BCE. He though that they hid been 
produced by Indo-Iranian people who had igraied from Iran and Central Asa. He rived 
hisconclsion by comparing theceraics with msteia from st such s Hisear, Sl and 

  

pieces of pottery calected by 
ingthe excavation at Vilpa in 1940 nd displayed them i the Governe 
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Giyan, Allhin' observarions must be examined closely, since the data i bisd on jost 10 
pots collctd from a single grav in the isolied region of Kodsikdnal, which were not 
compred with matrial from the Tansil Nado sits that s located in the foohills & few 
more coneet dates are necded befor acepring Alchin’ date. 

  

The recent exploratons carried out in and wround Tindikudi have revealed scores of 
prviously unnorced megalti ites strewn n the lower Pala i, Apat fom the burisls, 
e culural continuity is wel aesed i he form o inscripons and memoril sones 
datable o the 15 cenury CE.  An inscription daiable 0 the 13(h cemury CE provides 
interesting detils concerning he teade. guid caled Ainbuvar, The Ainbrovar (which 
iranltes ieraly s “the 500 members) was  merchan oganisaton coveing  broadarea 
d various communities,ofen incloding arisaus. Likic records of the th-12h cenures 

(CE efer 0 the vigorous ade actvies of i gild al over southen Indi. 

  

  

“The prsent recod, issd dring the 124h regnal year (1280 CE) of Kulasekhara Pandya, 
fefes 10 the agreement caried bevwen the urar (asembly) of Tanikudi ad the G of 
Malor afer removing the enn 
ity is ot specified. The vilage Mapali i mentioned a8 malaizapdalaty siyyappolil 
périraps i The tmm aiyyappol s decivd from the historical site Aibol, and the 

{rade guild Ainurmovar i associted with th locaton Aibol in Karmataka. Inthe ecord, the 
present villge of Tandikudi i eferd t 3s ik, T s a variety of e (tcmiatia 
Dellerica) wit grea medicnal valoe and grows in sbundance in this area, while Audi i 3 
clan-busd setlement. Thus,the prese mme Tandikudi seems o be the comupted version 
of Tk 

  

hatexisted beween the two villge. The cause of the 

  

“The sechacological emains demified s this s clearly suggest that i s i an ecologically 
perect location, which contibuted 0 s continuous occupaton for more than 2500 years. 
“The mountans, percanal river, steams, fertilesoil i the vallys, and the availabily of 
Fa mateials soch 2 quartz contibuted in several ways o the ancent seles” abily to 
contnue thei occupation forsuch a engthy period. The environment was sitable for the 
culivaion f peppe and cardamon, which wee exported extensively o he Wester work, 
and pariclary 1 the Roman word, durin arly isoric tmes. To undenstand th full 
potential of the st  carefl excavaion was planned. Fou cist burils ere opencd in 
iffeent locaions  determine ther agesand the natureof e brial complex as 4 whale 

  

  

  “The it cin bria opened within the Coffee Bosed campus, which occupcs he norhem 
purtof the burilcomple, iekded the ealiest ormof buial i the compls. The simplecs 
Wilh  passage o the asten sde, had a apezoid-shaped porhol, corered ith  leavy 
capstone weighing more than thce tons. The important el for the deparid sou wis 
perormed onthe floo lab. Morethan 40 types of potery such asring sands, ltes, bowls, 
fourlegged jrs, and cainated pots were collcted. Al ofthe bows, basns and pltes were 
black-and-red wae, whiethe ring stands and lids were black e, Ony th pots and four- 
legged jars were reslip wareor plin ed ware. Al ofthese pots vere placd cihe below 
oron the sids of thefour s s 

  

    

e ucing each e i the four comers o the cist. This 
type o itual wasfirst noed in Tami Nado, 
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In onder 10 aret antany il or movermen, square sone blocks were placed o cther sid of 
the base of cach um. The um place in the souh-west comer of the cist seemed 0 be the 
most sgnificant of the group, s it conained a well-fred rd-sip pot, with it mouth a the 
cental part of the ur,fcing south.Below i, pot ashand powdered bones were ecovere. 
Besidesthe usual potery slecion, iron abjcts (swords and  knife) were placed both nside 
a5 wel as adjacent (0 the urns. Inerestingy. one ofthe swords had been placed on o ing 
stands and a b, This clealy suggets th importance ofthe sword. In contrst with the 
chamber, the passage did ot yild any ntable objcts exept for  fe diminuise potserds 
On the dher b, there was an intresting archiectural featre, ot for the frst te, 
‘which was that the floor of the passage s found to ontsin  semicirclar base lab. The 
evidence of elaborate ituals, nd the gave fumiture found in this burial indicat that the 
decesse may have been an lite idividual. o specimens of beads were collcted fom this 
bura, 

  

  

  

  

   
  

“Thecitexposesd at Bomumakkid accouns fo the megalihic architecture ths ar identifed 
in this resfon. This i  transepted cist with muliple chamiber,each connected witha ound 
porthole. It aso iekded a ich collcton of buton-shaped, eched camelian beads (296), 3 
spscer bead with for oles, a bead of sopstone, and fceted and pisin quartz beads (45) 
mmbering more than 300, Athough quartz. i locally availble n the nearby arca known 
Vengakakalsaralai, (‘place of whie stones’),ther is 1o indication that the beads were 
Tocally manfctured. The semipecious stone csmelian s svailsbi ony i the wester part 
of Mabarasira and the Cambay part of Gujara i India. This cleary indictes tha these 
beads must have been obsined from the plains through trad. To scquire such valuable 
materils as semipreciousstones and ron obects the traders would have ffered pepper o 
candamom a exchange mteial. The prvious explrations and present xcavations prove 
beyond doubt that humans extensiely occupied the high-altude mountinous Palani hils 
region romthe 5 cetury BCE. 

  

  

REFERENCES 
sy, A. 1940-1, ‘R st monumers o the Pru 
ofth M Scin ohame 31 pp. 3757, Bngaor 

  

s Kodaikanat Qurtery Joenal 

  

Allcin FR. 1974, Pty from Gravs inte Peual ik near Kodskaal in A, Ghos, e Perpecves i Plocoomtiropolo. . 299305, Colet, 
Angade, A 1954, “The Dolmens of the Palan il sl o e Awcpoloicl Socies,slome 
3. umber 2. . 237, Bombay. 
Ansiade, A Newon, L. 1928, The Dolensof Puney Hil', Moo of e Archociogcs 
Sty of i vouene 36518, New e 

    Rajn, K. 2004, “Excavaion Thandiod 
Archacolgia Sociey. 

i T, Avanam,mamber 15, Thanjaor Tai N 

Saranys, M. 2003, Archaclogy o the Kodsikanl Region,upoblised M.PYl dissraon, Taril Uiy, Thnjoer, 

Ackmoedgemens: We are grteul 1o Dr. K. Rajn. Hexd Deptrment of Archcology, Tanil 
Urivrit, Thjoar, Tl Nods, o permitin u 10 poblc i i 650 f he excavstion  



  

     

   

  

       

CIAA 

ILLUSTRATIONS 

  

Deails of Meg-l (after K Rajan) Quartz beads, Meg-IV (afer K Rajan) 

  

Ritualpotinside Urn-Meg 1 (afler K Rajan) Eiched camelian beads, Meg IV



CIAA Newsletter Issue #20 Articles 

ONTHE ORIGINS OF THE INDO-IRANIANS 

By Xu Wenkan, Hanyu Da Cidian [Great Chinese Dictonar 
Shanghai, China, 

Editorial Offce, 

  

Itis well known that Indo-lranian s a group in the Indo-European language fanily. 
“This language group includes primarily the two major language branches of Indo- 
Aryan and Iranian. Indo-Aryan is mainly current in foday’s India, Pakisan, and 
Bangladesh. Thei history in the Indian subcontinent can be traced back to the ater 
half of the second millennium BCE. Irnian languages are mainly current i today’s 
Tran, Afighanistan, Russia, various Central Asian ntions of the former Sovit Union, 
Pakistan, and territories within China. The history of these languages can be trced 
back to Middle Iranian, nd beyond that to OId Persan and Avestan of antiquity. 

  

  

  

During the st two centurie, scholars from various countris of the workd have made. 
‘conspicuous achievements by undertaking profound. multificeted research on Indo- 
Iranian languages and the peoples who speak these Ianguages. However,the question 
regarding the oriins of the Indo-Iranian language groups is an’ exceedingly 
‘complicaed one, and there s still a long way 10 g0 before & more or les acceplable 
conclusion can be reached. In recent years, following new_developments in 
archeological and linguisic escarch, together i the reexamination of questions 
peraining o the oriins of the Indo-Iranian peoples and their distibution as well as 
theirhomeland, this topic has received unprecedented_ attetion. The fa 
American archeologist C.C. Lamberg-Karlovsky's citcal articl! published in 2002 is 

importan satement, Some of the questions brought up in hi aticle are worlh 
westgation 

      

  

    

  

  

  

furher   

  

Since the British archeologist Colin Renfrew’s well-known book was publishe 
1987, the close_relationship between archeological and lingustic studies on the 
origins and distribution of peoples and ther languages has become a focal point for 
scholars. After being quietly neglected for a considerable period of time, the question 
of the homeland of Indo-Aryan and the Indo-European peoples has again aroused 
tremendous nterest among resarchers. On the other hand, due 10 the development of 
studies ingenetics and_ molecular biology. e can now use mDNA and Y. 
chromosomes (0 trace the ancesiry of a person on both the male and female side. 
Doubilessly, this has great significance for the study of the origin of the various 
peoples. The distinguished geneticist, Luigi Luca Cavall-Sforza, has convincingly demonsirated that the geographical distrbution of human genes and the geographical 
distribution of langusges are corrlated. Under cerain conditions, we can distinguish 
the genetic afflaion of various peoples based on the langunges they use or the 
langusge family 1o which they belong”. Thus, through the inegration of different 
resarch filds, we can combine the investigation of populaion genctics, archeology. 
anthropology, and lingustcs to clarify siep by siep whether there s  biological 

  

  

  

  

  

TCC. Lambers Krlovsky, Archacology and Langage: The Ido-anians, Caren Anpiigs 
5.1 00 6338 
ol Renfew, drchoology andLonguage, Cmbrids: Camirids Unierity Pres, 987 L Carali-Sfor. &t 8k Reconamron of hunan voluio: bining logater geic 
rchcologial nd ngusic dot,Fro. Nad Acod 51 (USA) 8 (1958), 60036006 
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relationship between Eurasian groups of people who speak one langusge and those 
who speak a different language’. At the same time, following the development of 
Historical linguistics, new methods have appeared during the process of determining 

the genealogy of languages. For example the Tokharian specialst, Don Ringe, and 
s colleagues have adopted statistical methods for comparing. Indo-European 
languages'. The above can be seen as constituting the academic background for the 
curtent resarch on th origis of the Indo-ranian peoples. 

  

  

  

  

I recent year, there have been enthusiatic discussions on the question concerning 
the homeland of the Indo-Europeans. In gencral, there are approximately. the 
following several theoris: 1. The Indo-Europeans originated i the ara between the 
Balic Sea and the Black Sex/Caspian Sca. Their hisory can be traced back to 8500- 
5000 BCE. 2. They originated in th area of Anatoli; the ime was 7000-6500 BCE. 

considers that the gradual expansion of agricultre was the mst basic 
Jo-European languages and peoples o spread. 3. They originated i the arca 

of Cental Europe and the Balkans; thei ime can be traced back 10 the Neolithic Age, 
or also possibly S000-3000 BCE. 4. They originated in the are of the Black Sea and 
the Caspian Sea, centering in the southern pat o the Ukraine and the south Russian 
forest-grassland and steppe; he time was roughly 4500-2500 BCE. Among the above 
theories, the second and the fourth are_relatiely more influential and can be 
considered asthe mainstzcam. As for ourseles, e tend o accept the fourt theory. 

  

  

     

    

  

  When it comes 10 studying the orgins of the Indo-Irani 
Europeans, one can & on the domest 
of horse-drawn chariol. According 
‘Anthony, the Russian scholr E.E. Kuzmina’, nd others, the carlies two-wheeled 
orse carts appeared at the beginning of the Second millennium BCE in Sintashts- 
Pettovka type st of Wester Kazakhstan and the Ural. These carts ar also seen in 
Potapovka type sits ofthe Volga River Valley and in Abashievo typesites of the Don 
River Valley: We may hypothesie tha thee stes represent the culture of the Proto- 
Indo-Iranians before they moved southward: the ime was about 1900-1500 BCE. The 
mujorty o scholars now agre that the Andronovo Culture of the Eurasian teppes at 
least s main part) was related 1o the Proto-Indo-ranians, Colin Renfiew, who holds 
that the Indo-Europeans originaed in Anatoli, has recently pointed out that it may 
ot be corret 10 ink the domesticaion of the horse and horserding with th origins 
of the Proto-Indo-Europeans, but it does make sense (0 see these developmens as 
important keys to understanding the migration and dispersl of the Indo-Iranians 
among the Indo-Europeans”. These events occured around 2000 BCE, slighty carler 
than the appearance of the Andronovo Culture 

amongthe Indo- 
     

  

    

  

  

  

Approximately at the same time, lso around the beginning of the second millennium 
BCE, several its scatered throughout the delta of the lower eaches of the Murgab   

Willam Y. Wan. Th Jo of Rescrc. A lcture delvered t the Symposiom an Bosdeiog Resarc Fronters o he ity Universty of Hong Kong. 2001 
Tandy Waro, Mthemtical spproches o comporate ingisics, Proc. N Acad i (USA) 

9411907, 6385.65%. 
EL . Kusmia, Th First Wave of Indoranon Migrion to the South (in Russan), Fesnk 
Dreoney tri 2000320 Coli R, b Ind-utopean Problem snd the Expoion of the Eursin Sepes 
uesions o Tine Depth (i s sk Drevny htor2 (2002 3032
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River i, sits i the oases of Margiana),together with several sites scattred along 
both banks of the middle reaches of the Amu River .., number of sites in the oases 
of Bactria), consituted a new type of culture dating 10 approximatcly the same time 15 
Namazga V. Based on research done by the Russian scholar Victor Sarianidi and 
others, this culture has come to.be called the Bactran-Margiana Archacological 
‘Complex (BMAC). Because of the spata disrbution of this culure, and because of 
the fact that it also possessesfeatures of bth agriculural and pastoralist cultres, t s 
very important for the study and understanding of cultural exchange between the 

e north. It is also very significant for probing the origins of the Indo- 
e Russian and Centra Asian scholars consider the BMAC as belonging 

o the Indo-Tranians; this is actually quite possible. However, the.process of 
“Aryanisation” in Central Asia i extremely complicated. The Russian scholars B. A 
Litinsky and L. . P'yankova think tha this process strted at the end of th third 
millennium BCE o the first part of the sccond millennium BCE and it became 
increasingly intense toward the later part of the second. millennium BCE. This 
process continued for quite @ long time due (0 the uninterrupid Indo-Iranian impact 
accompanied by cultral and socio-cconomic ntegration. 

    

  

   

  

  

  

“The long aticle by C. C. Lamberg-Karlovsky mentioned sbove considers that thee is 
ol enough evidence 1o conclude that the quite dissimilar Andronovo and BMAC 
cultures both belonged 1o the Indo-Iranians. I furher points out hat one ough not (o 
casually associate certain ethnic groups and languages with partcular archeological 
cultures. Consequently,the investigaton of the origins of the Indo-Iranfans s till an 
‘open question. We recognise tht the elationship among races, languages, genes, and 
archeological cultures is extremely complicated; 10 casually associat them i indeed 
umwise, so it s altogelher fiting for the author o the above aricle to remind us of 
this. However, we cannot deny that there are reasonable clements in the above- 
mentioned hypotheses. and all the more, we should no totaly separae archcological 
cultures and languages. The author of the arile brought up some doubis sbout the 
ypotheses but did not indicae his own view, ending up mired i agnosicism, A for 
the author'salegation that Russian and Cenlral Asian scholars” escarch is motisated 
by a crtain nationalistc consciousness, we think that it docs not have a g (0 sand 

K        

  

  

  

  

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

Viewed from the angle of linguisics according 1o the rescarches of the Hungarian 
scholar J. Harmata, the American scholar Michacl Witzel, and others, the Indo- 
Tranians had contacts with many  different languages in the area they originally 

shabited and during the process of thei migration and dispersal. Besides Indo- 
European languages, there were also Finno-Usic, Caucasian. Hitte and Horrian 
West Asia, Burushaski, Dravidian. Yeniscian a language of South Sibera), and even 
Proto-Turkish languages. In recent years, through studies of documents in ancient 
Indian and Iranian languages we can make further investigations into th reltionsh 
between the peoples who spoke various Indo-lranian languages and the ancient 
ivilzaions of Mesopotamia and the Indus Valley. 

  

    
    

    

  

Since ancien times, China's Northwest, especially the region of Xinjiang, has had 
clos reltions with various peoples who spoke Indo-European languages, inclding. 
Indo-Iranians. As carly as 1938, E. Sapir wrote, “| suspect srongly that at feas two. 
distint I languages appeared in Chinese Turkestan and West China at a qite carly 
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Articles 

date and.tha these two languages belonged 1o disinet branches of IE% The 
discoveries and stdics of more than sty ycarsprovetht the hypotbessofthis grest 
Scholar was comect. AL the present time, we have found bronze vessels and graves 
belonging o the Andronovo Culur n i, Tasbaghatay. and othe aeas of Xinjan. 
Ths, it isconfimed that this culure had aleady enered the rgion now known a5 
Xinjang from the norihwest in the middle of th second millenium BCE, and ts 
influence resched o the cenraland southern parts o Xinjang”. The exansion o the 
Andronovo Culure s dieetly reaed 10 the s of the hore-iding Indo-anian 
peoples. This historical process, that s e migraton of the carly nomadic peoples 
from reas (0 the west o the Urals towardthe cas, possbly sarted at the il carler 
stage of the Yamnaya Culture" By thetimeof the Sythians and Sakas who appered 
 the beginning of the first millennium BCE, the iestyle related to horse-riding 
peopls once gain cast it influence upon he southesten rim of the Tarm Basi, 
and advanced futhr to inlucnce the norleen pat of th QinghaiTibctn Placat, 
{he et f wesem Sichuan, and eve s fra he wesiareasof Yannan.In the 
centricsbefre and afe the beginning o the Common Ers, Sak rbes spaking an 
Eastemn ranian languag seted in the oasis of Khotan and esablished the Kingdom 
of Khotan, where they lef sbundant documents dating fom sround te fouth o the 
enthcentris. 

  

  

  

  

  

      
    

  

  

  

“The other Indo-Furopean language mentioncd by Sapir must be Tokharan. It is 
possible that the Tokharians entered China's northwestern region calier than the 
Indo-Iranians. We infer that the Proto-Europaid skeletons and a portion of the more 
ancient desiccatd human corpses found in Xinjang were elaed (0 the Tokharias. 
According 1o the studies of the Finnish scholar Asko Paropla and others, the 
‘Afanasyevo Culture (approximately 3500-2000 BCE, carlerthan Andronovo Culture) 
of South Siberia was related t0 the Proto-Tokharians. I would be worthwhile to do an 

t sudy ofthe reltionship between these two branches of ndo-Europesn from 
the angl of srchcology and inguisic. 

  

  

    

  

      I sum,the question of the orgin of the Indo-Iranians is an important sty closely 
related 0 the ancient istory of China's border regions. Besides the investgations of 
disinguished archcologists surveyed above, many ouistanding linguists such as T. 
Burtow, H. W, Bailey, L M. D'yakonov, T. V. Gamkselidze, V. V. Ivanov, and so on 
ave all made endeavors on this study. Chinese scholars should also ext hemselves 

1o make ther own contibutions. Wha is more importan i tht this rescarch would 
provide explanations and solve ey questons concemning the rise of carly Chinese 
cultue, In ecent years, the rescarch work conducted by Shui Tao, Li Shuicheng, Lin 
Meicun, Mei Jianjun, Peng Ke, and others, i very significant. Recently, a seal dated 
10.2300 BCE has been found at the site of Anau in Turkmenistan. The scal has 
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Symbols similar to Chinese characters: it has drawn much attention from the media 
and the public” 

Chinese scholars have also prompily put forward their responses o the discovery of 
the Anau seal, and this is a_heartening_phenomenon. Nevertheles, o0 probe. 
complicated, cuting-edge scientific opics such as the origins of the Indo-Tranian, 
Chinese scholars cannot merely use Chinese materals to coroborate forcign scholrs' 
conclusions. We should maste firt-hand mateias through intemational cooperaion, 
thus enabling s o have the true right 0 speak on matersof nterational scholarsip. 
Tbeleve tha his i the dicetion toward which we should stive in the uture. 

   

  

  

   

Refeenes 
€. Lambers Kakovsky, Achacloy and Langoge: The Indo-anians. Currnt Anirpoiogs 451 

00, 5% 
5. Niallory: o European homelnd. I Encclopedia o Inds-Eurpean Cutre, e by 3. . Malloy a0 0. Adams. London, 199, 25035 (ol Reiow, The Inde-Earopean Poblem nd the Explfation of Eurasian Sippes: Questions of 
Time Depth (i Russian) s Drevnes i 2 G003) 2032, 
M. Wazel, The Home of the Anane, Anamiavot Fsif fir Johomna Naren zum 70 
Gebatag, ed . Winzeand . Ticy. Deilac . H. ROl 2000283533 

  

INTERPRETING CHINES} GE: A MUSEOLOGICAL 
OBSERVATION OF CHINA'S SILK ROAD REGION 

AND SOME NOTES ON THE STEIN TEXTILE PROJECT 
'ATTHE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM 

  

by Sonia Solicari, Assistant Curator, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, UK.   

  

The 

  

A Starting Poi Textile Project at the V&A 

“Thisbrif surey, looking at some of the ways i which Chinese heritge i presented 
in China, arose from  recent extle research ip o the ilk Road Region of Cental 

‘Asia. The trip came at the end of 8 project, funded by the Andrew W Mellon 
Foundaion,to catalogue and photographthe callecion of ancient Chinese texils, on 
long term o to the V&A from the Govemment of India. These textlesare part of 3 
cache of bjects excavated in Cenral Asia by the archacologist Sir Mare Aurel Stcin 

in the carly years of the twentiethcentury, from st as varied as Astana, Qianfodong, 
Loulan, Miran and Niga. The sm of te fxtile project i to creste an onlin resource. 
of Silk Road artefacts which appear on a Mellon foundation database, on the 
Intermational Dunhuang Project web-site hostd by the British Library, anda slecton 
onthe V&A's own Access {0 Images public online database. 

    

  

  

The textlle colletion at the V&A was acquired in the 19205 and 30s as a 
representaiive sample of early Chinese weaving techniques and design paterns. 
Significanty, in temms of the history of museu collecting, the original nteret of 
both Stein and the V&A's curators lay in the desie 1 trace the nfluence of Ancient 
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Greek culure in Central Asia. The VAA stll houses very few objets from 
excavation. Texils such as those in the Stcin collecton thus increasngly pose. 
interprtaive dilemmas as o how one can best present archacological material in & 
museum of at and design. 

  

  

Indecd, the stores of Stin textiles at the VA re perhaps more represensative of lfe 
on the Silk Road than any galery display. The stained tom and tatered remnants 
from ubbish heaps at garisons, gravesies and Cave 17 at Dunhuang offr ntiguing 

sights into ther socal context and the roe of the everyday:; many of these sil pre- 
conservation textiles have the sands of Ceniral Asia embedded in their weave. 

. such as the Buddhistritual banners, bear testimony 0 th way: 
which these objects were divided between institutions n the carly twentieth century, 
with orginalfunction sacrificed to patten and ibric. 

  

      

More recently however, with the growih of Silk Road studies and the success of the 
recent exhibiton a the British Libeary, The Silk Road: Trade, Travel, War and Faith, 
such collectons are being displayed for the museun-going public in new ways. In 

any. respects, such_exhibitions, and online initatves, negate the ned for 
individuals to travel to see and sty these important artfacts whilst simullancously 

ing inteest in China's history and culture. The re-evaluation, interpretation and 
ceessibilty of such material thus lends an added relevanc 10 observatons. 

Of the way in which culture and heritage s represented in China sl 

  

  

     
    

“The aim of the VA China study trip was 1 visit many of the instituions in Northern 
China that are open o the public and which house similar collctons of Silk Road 
Texiles to tha a the VA&A. Sites visited included the Museun of Chinese History, 
Beijing, the Shaanxi Provincial Museum, Urumgj,the Dunhuang County Museun and 
Mogao Cave Research Exhibition Cente, the Xinjiang Regional Museum, Urum, 
the Turpan Museum and the Slk Road Cultural Relis Museum, Kashgsr, 
   

       
The Development of China’s museums 

China's museums are i a state of flux. Cerainly,since the last spate of funding i the 
19805, culural insitutions are enjoying a renaissance, bringing them ino line with 
intemational standards of museun practce. As reflected in the recent forum in 
Beijing for Inemmational Museums Day, Chinese curstos are becoming increasingly 
concemed with assessin the rol of muscums in modern China.' There is curently o 
huge govermentled initiative in China (o preserve and promote cultural hertge. 
Many muscum web-its are under development, with Joanna Capon’s book offeing 
one of the few overviews of museums in China as a whole. However, this stuation 
Tooks set to change in the wake of China’s currnt frenzy of museum building and 
cultural tourist industry development 

    
   

  

  

AU the time of the V&A trip, the Museu of Chinese History was closed for 
furbishment with only key object remaining on display. The Xinjiang Regional 

Museum was similarly under construction with one smal gallery remaining open to 
‘accommodate the throng of visitors hoping o catch of a limpse of fumous mummies 
of Urumgi. I trms of museum planing, it wasinteresting to note tha the callectons 
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  of the Silk Road Cultural Relics Museum have been much reduced in order o boost 
the new displays i the capital irjiang Museum, indicaing a desire 10 crate large 
regional heritage cenies atherthan encouraging smaller, more local iniiatives. 

  

Museu Display and Design 

From the Imperial columns of Museum of Chinese History to the Tang inspired 
design of the Shaani Provincial Museum and the Islamic. influence of Turpan 
Museum, China's approach to museum architcture is both diserse and regionally 
sensitive, With the recent publication of Li Wenru's Ilustrated Analysis of the 
Exhibition Design in Chinese Museums, the topic of display is also gaining. 
importance withinthe cultural environmen. 

  

  

At present many museumsoffr  combintionof chronological mixed media displys 
and tradiionl art historical displays by objet tpe. With rgards to desgn most 
islays employ instantly recognisable means of highlghing the most important objects In Shaanxi this tok the form of a huge photograph of each key abject in 
front of which the oiginal would be displayed. In many other museums, such as 
Xinjang Regonal, Dunuang Couty and Turpan,those considered to be the most 
important antfats wer exibied on  base of red velve. As s oflen commentd of 
Chin's museums, most of e dispays did ot adher o he consrvaion uideies 
observd in many oler intemaional muscums. However, most muscums showed 
evidence ofat least e conservtion standad dispay,indicatin that current muscum 
practice is most probably theresult ofa hiherto sustined ack of fnding rathr than 
lack of aareness of conservation procedures, 

  

    
  

        

  

  

    

  

Overall, written interprtation in Chinese museums is mirima, alihough both 
Dunhuang County Museum and the Shaanxi Provincial Muscum have tcams of 
mulilingual galery assisants on hand to answer questions and inierpret the displays. 
emphasising a strong cducational dive. All the muscums visited had ai last some 
text panes i both Chinese and English with most catring fo the language needs of 
Tocal minority roups such as the Uygur populaton. 

  

  

  

   

  

Of partcular inerest, in relation (o this study, was the lack of reference in Chinese 
museums (0 the Silk Road as a self-contained concept. The westem origins of theterm 
‘and concept of the Silk Road, are well documented but in almostal of the museums 
visited, that which might be termed Silk Road materil is interpreted within its 
individual chronological, geographical or art hisorical context with only. the 
occasional inclusion of a regional map detailing ancint rade routes. The one notable 
exception o this s the aforementioned collctions of the Silk Road Cultual Relies 
Museum in Kashgar, a chanced upon museum that appears to have evaded inclusion 
i any guide book or tourist leaflet. 

  

  

    
    

  

“The way i which human remains e displyed in Chinese museums i also a point of 
particular ineres, especilly as the thical issues surrounding the use of bodics in 
exhibitions is currenly the subject of controversil debate in Britin. In the Turpan 
Museum human remains were displayed in a_ separaleroom marked.clearly 

n of Turpan Ancient Dried Bodies' but whether this was to draw the 
nton to this popular section or whether the room ws secioned off for 
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  reasons of sensitivity was unclear. Indeed, in Briain the idea of isplaying of bodies 
clarly marked ane-rooms has been proposed as o compromise between th desire 

1o cducate through display and the need 1o conside the possible sensbiiis of the 
visito. Certainly, the bodics on display in Turpan are incredibly wel preserved and 
uncompromising in ther representation of a pregnant woman with baby sl in the 
womb and a man whose face is contorted with pain. Al th time of the visit these 
bodics were subjec 10 the customary velvet case lning and ineresingly the groin 
arca was covered with similar fabric, a detail somewhat at odds.the very sct of 
exhibitng the bodics n a museun environment. 

  

  

  

  

   
  

  

  

These displays of costumes and human remains in many ways highlight the personal 
and intimate nture of textiles which, with eference (o the VA textle project can be 
lost n the cataloguing and display of @ large collection of objcts away from their 

1 cultral context. Aside from their imporiance in charting the progession of 
testile design in central Asia, some of the texils in the VA were once pious 
devotional picces or have becn removed from bodis in graves from Astana and 
Loulan. Indecd, many sl show evidence of the sains o bodily fluds. Scin himself 

emoval of body parts from graves in order 1o obiain 8 sample of a 
le attached thereon, which highlghts  shift n the way human remains 

are now regarded. I this respect, th way in which China's many, ofin sllclothed, 
mumies are represented is of partcula ineres 1o the way in which disembodicd 
textiles are interpreted in & museum context. 

  

    

        
  

  

Museums and Heritage Sites: Dunhuang and Bezel   

   As the site of many of Siin's most famous finds, Dunhuang and The Mogao Caves 
deserve particular attntion when examining the epresentation of Chinese culture in 
(China. From a museological pespective, Dunhuang makes an itersting case tudy, 
a5 the Whole area has been subsumed by s rlationship tothe nearby UNESCO world 
eritage site. The town of Dunhuang tslf is awash with cave inspired bodhisatvas 
and localy based industriesthat i 10 reproduce, i various forms,the iconic mages. 
from the cave wall paintings. The ssue of the hertage preservation and promotion is 
therefore iical 1 the economy of the area, most poignantly demonsirated in the as 
yet filed goverment attemps t prevent the drying up of the Crescent Moon Spring. 

  

  

With regards t0 the way in which the Silk Road is understood today, Duhuang is 
il in many ways, a mixture of tade, travel and fith with hordes of both cultural 
and relgious pilgrims passng through the caves everyday. As with any sacred site, 
from cathedrals to shrines, the donation boxes, which throng the cavs, emphasise the 
merging boundaries between pious donation and conservation concém. With ther 
pebble dushed fronages and_perspex wall coverings, the caves havebeen 
‘muscumified and the flow of visitors through the complex i rsticed to guided tours 
only. Within the cave complex isel ther is a dispay deailing Dunhuang ar and 
arefacts and emphasising the role oF archacologists such as Sicin in th “los" of the 
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Certinly, The Rescarch and Exhibition Centre set asde from the actual caves at 
Dunhuang, offers a slck visitor experience. The streamlined architeture of the 
building and s sandy coloured stone merges effortessly with the landscape and 
creates a non-inrusiv element of intrpreation nto whal s becoming an increasingly 
marketed and sanitsed hertage sic. Indecd. the nearby offces of the Dunhuang 
Academy emphasises th inelectuaisation of the area. The fll seale cave replicas in 

the research cenire, along with online iitaives such s the Intemational Dunhuang. 
Projec, hint at the possible fture of the visitor experience at the site amid growing 
conservation concems arising from the ever increasing flow of visitors through the 
origial cave comples. Indeed, the replicas are alrady being used to increase access 
1o the Cave art. At the fime of our visit one ofthe caves replicas was being installed in 
the Briish Library for the aforementoned Silk Road exhibiton, indicating China's 
increasing willingness 1o promote i and hertage abroad and again 
questioning the relevance of authenticity in the face of increased aceess and 
educational outrach. 

  

  

    

  

  

  

   

  

   

  

  

Reftections 
  These are exciting times, not only for China’s museums which are once again the 

subjectof poltial attntion and funding afte years of neglect, but for all museums 
able o take the opportunity 10 reassess and reinterpet aspects of Chinese culure. 
‘Although in a state of evolution much can be eamt from the way in which heritae is 
representd in China. It s valuable o remind oneself o the individual cultural make 
p of an area that although much changed since the heyday of the Silk Road, is 
nevertheless individual and diverse in a way that can be undermined by the ‘exofic’ 
portrayal in Britsin and the west of the Slk Road region. 
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    by Dr. M. Rafique Mughal, FSA. Professor of Archacology and Heritage 
Boston Universiy, U.S.A 

In August 2004, I had an opportunity 10 visit & group of monuments and sites at 
Kunya-Urgench, located i the northern pat of Turkmenistan and close (0 the border 
of Usbckistan. 1| had meetings with several individuals who are invalved in the 
management and preservation of ancient sies and monuments. The site and its 
present state of preservation can be viewed s an ineresting case study ofthe heritage 
management poliics and prescrvation procedures being followed in this part of 
Central Asia. Discussions with Dr. Mukhammed A. Mamedov, Chief/ Chairman of 
the National Depariment for the Protecton, Study and Restoraion of the Historical 
and Cultural Monuments of Turkmenistan; M. lgor Zubanov (architec), Chief of the 
Departmen for Restoration and Design; M. Meretgul Gurdjieva, Directo o th State 
Histrical and Cultural Park at Kunya-Urgench; hercolleague, Mr. Kerim 
Bazarbayev, Head of the Rescarch and Science Section of the SHCP-Kunya-Urgenchs 
and Mr. Atdayey Bairamdurdy, Hakim (Governor) of the Kunya-Urgench Atrap 
(Administrative Sub-divsion) of Dashoguz Vilyet (Province) have been very helpful 

    
   

  

Kunya-Urgench is located in Dashoguz, which borders Uzbekistan and s about 100 
km from the provincial capital city, in the northern province of Turkmenistan. The 
ancientcity was atacked by Chingais Khan i 1221 and destroyed by Amir Timur in.a 
series of attacks, between 1372 and 1388, and then finally abandoned in 1646, The 
remains of the ancient ity ar sill dottcd with monumens over a very large area, 
covering more than 350 hectares. It ineludes a seris o fort defended by 8 mud-brick 
forification wall. The surviving monuments at Kunya-Urgench consit of burn brick 
tombs, and mosques generally decorated with lazed tiles, cut-brick designs and 
sueco omamentation. The most prominent buildings are the Kutlug-Timur Minaret 
(2:1000-1030), 1L Arslan and Tekesh mausolea (12* century).the mausolea of Najam- 
wd Din Al Kubra and Torabek Khanum (141h century) and the tomb of Sulian Al 
(¢1550). The mound, where a number of elgious monuments stil tand, is yet to be 
excavated. I is now parially covered with Muslim graves. The enire it of Kunya- 
Urgench survives as an architectural ensemble consisting of burn brick buildings, a 
mud-brick fortification wall, a very large buried city site, and a surrounding plain 
without any sign of disturbace, encroachments or changes i th ald landscape. 

  

  

    

     
  

Kunya-Urgench represents a vry impartant architetural ensemble n the evolution of 
Islamie architecture in Central Asia during the 12 (o 15" centurcs, which is 
ntimately linked with the contemporary centres in the same region and beyond. s 
cultural, st and architectural ignifcance is furher emphasised by it location o 

n ancient. intemational route connecting East Asia with the westem world. A 
distinetive architetural syl and decoratve at emerged in this region and profoundly 
influenced the building art n the adjoining regions of Afghanistan,Iran, Pakistan and 
Turkey. Kunya-Urgench continues to b an inegral part ofthe groups of monuments 
ar Samarkand, Khiva and Bukhara. 
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    rgench is ne of the 1,300 offcaly isted monuments and is protected under 
the nationa cultural law. It is managed and controlled locally by an adminisrative 
body calld the “State Historical and Cultral Park-Kunya-Urgench’ (SHCP-KU) 
working under the overall authority of the National Department for the Protecion. 
Study and Restoraton of Hisorical Monuments. Government of Turkmenistan, at 
Ashgabad. ‘The SHCP-KU is one of the igh *Parks’ created by the govemment a 
importan sites such as Merv, a world heritage sit. The SHCP a Kunya-Urgench has 
its own stff headed by its director, Ms. Meretgul Gurdjieva. 1t s an organised 
official_establishment at the site run by competent and. qualified_architects, 
‘conservators and other supportng stafl members. 1t contain a documenation and 
research wing where all records on monuments, pertaining o the past and present 
restoration and conseration measures, are maintined. Aware of the imporiance of 
raiing young people in restoration work, the SHCP-KU' regularly recruits young. 
architcet, both male and female, from academic and technical intitutions. in this 
way, it continues to build up a future generaion of heriage conservator. I s this 
team of SHCPKU's experienced architctural conservators that_implement 
restoration projcts and take preventive measures (o stop further deteioraion 

  

    

  

    

    
   

An examination of the restoration work on the monuments refected a igh level of 
preservation, wilh due regard for maintaining the originality of structural plans and 
designs. The monuments preserved thus fa sl stand on ther orginal foundations, 
though decorative details are missing. In most cases, the use or function of the 
monuments has ot been changed, and no moifications to the original plans and 
building materials have been made in the process of restoration. In one case, a 
madrasa (school) has been converied into an ethnological museu, which adds. 
‘another atraction forthe visting public. 

  

   

  

The religious strctures in paricular underwent extensive repairs and restoration 
during the last century because they were considered ‘lving’ monuments, and they 
continue to function as such up 10 the present day. The procedure for restoring 
monuments, which is generally considered locally as “conservation’, is almost 
standardised in Turkmenisan and clsewhere in Ceniral Asia. For restoring decayed 
monuments, a detaled study and documentation of the existing state of preservation 
precedes any restoration work o ifrusive repais. Turkmenistan has inberited a ong. 
radition of the resoration of monuments from Soviet conservators. However, it 
appears that the restoration methods developed by the Soviets were not necessarily in 
Tl sgreement with the preservation princiles defined in the Venice Charter. The 
estored. monuments at Kunya-Urgench reflect those traditional conservation and 
restoration concepts that faciltte resoration without changing the basi plan and 
syle of a sructure. As such, the s s origial character, and each monument 
s, therefore, an authentc record of the past, providing credible information, a5 
defined by the terms of the NARA Document of Authencty. At th time of my 
estoraton work was in progress at the Tbo-Khajab tomb and at the fortification of 
Kyrkmolla. Two brick kilns un by the SHCP-KU manufoctured special 
desired size and qualiy for the restoration of the monuments. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

   
  

  

       

(Boston, 13 November 2004)  
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Mausoleum of Turabek- 
Khanum (1370 ACE) 

Mausoleu of Suln Tekesh 
marked by conical cupola 
decorted with glazed tles 
(12-13" centuries ACE) 

  Kultug-Timur minaret 
(11%-14" centuies) s the highest of 
allthe minarets buil in Central Asia 
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(Al photographs © Ralfigue Mughal) 

    

Ancint ity of Kunya-Urgench 
and groups of monuments 

(Courtesy: Drs. M. Mamedov 
and R. Muradov) 
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Kumtura updates: Art and Restoration 

Kumtura Thousand-Buddha Caves belong t0 one of 10 Buddhist cave sites located in 
present-day Kucha Prefecture that was caled Qivei Kingdom in Han records. The 
other better-known 
collctively today in Chinese sources,include Kizil, Kizlgaha, Simsim and § 
dating from post-Han 10 Yuan (Uighur) periods. Each of these so-caled Qiuci 
provenances offers partcula insights int the considerabl acsthetc role of ancient 
Xinjiang oases n the development of arly Central Asian Buddhism and Buddhist art 
‘along the norhemn Silk Route. 

  

      
     

    

   

In the case of Kuntura, it is home (o the only unspoiled extant epresentaton of & 
Xinjiang Buddha in sulpuure stil it The lf-size statve i found scated on  high 
pedestal ncar the entrance of Case 20 in a small niche. The right side wall of that 
niche i painted with o Mararinspired narative scene of demon figurs (Fagmented). 
The combined senario of the coniemplative Buddha sclpture next o uined rowdy 
characters, dated by scholars to the 4 to carly S* century AD, serves s & unique 
Xinjiang case study in mixed media ofu favourite Buddbist theme: the Buddha's quiet 
iriunph over His most annoyingly provocativ challenger Mara 

  

    

  

Number 20 and the rest of Kumtura's 111 caves are scheduled to be open 1o the 
‘general public for the first ime by 2010. For the last four years o so, the entre 
Kumtura site including a significant amount of extant Buddhist wll paining and 

Have been the focus of an extensive 3-party resoraton joni-venture fed 
0, funded primarily by Japanese sources and staffed locally by the Chinese. 

‘government through the Xinjang Cultural Relics Burcau.In the interin, only partial 
eniry may be granted to visitors with advanced authorisaion (and upon payment of 
significant admission charges), couresy of the Kizl Research Institute, headguarters 
of the Quici cavesites sbout 25 km north of Kumura 

    

The decade-long conservation project s divided into two phase. The First Phase 
began in August of 2001 and ended in September 2004. In thi period of prefiminary 
investigations, field survys collected ngineering, arhacological, metcorological and 
geological daa. Based on these iniial it assessments, he Second Phase, continuing 
from 200 to 2010, envisions a Master Plan for the implementation of warranied 
restoration procedures nd subsequent publicaions of restoration detais 

   

UNESCO's ultimate goal is o render Kumtura into a wel-managed venue for long- 
term purposes of both tourism and education. To that end, the Chinese parter has 
agreed 1o the consiruction of roads, an on-site management office, installation of 
elcuricty, water and communicaion infrastructure, @ muscum and related fcilies 

for visitors. Contact: Cultural Relis Bureau of Xijiang Autonomous Region, No. 6 
Wenhua Xiang, North Jefang Road, Urumai 830002, China, Tel: 0991-2303768, Fax: 
09912306194, E-mail: ww@mail xjww.com.cn 

  

  

      

(Khau Ming. PhD candidote, SOAS, University of London, UK) 

0
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“The International Dunhuang Project: Chinese Central Asia Online 

Later thi sear the Inemational Dunhuang Projct (IDP) will launch a new web ste 
‘with more powerful fulltext search aclities,greater functionality, educationl project 
pages and the personalised *My IDP" (htp/idp bLuk). Hosted by sites worldvide and 
in English, Chinese, Russian, Jpanese and German vers 
greatr access (0 the archacological and artstic riches of the Easten Silk Road. Aflr 
Just ten year, IDP aready offers information and images of over 50,000 paintings, 
artcfacts, manuscripts, textles and historical photographs from Dunhuang and other 
it in Chinese Central Asia. By 2010 over 80% of the maerial from Dunhuang and 
over 0% ofthe material from other archacological sites will be availabe, with over 
200,000 images, scores of catalogues, tansiations, educational pages, pholographs, 
maps and research. Chinese Central Asia will be online 

  

  

    

  

Background 
As Buddhism spread along the Silk Road from India ino China at the beginning of 
the first millennium, monks and merchants adopted the Indian practice of paying for 
cave temples o be dug out from chff as an act of meri. These caves were then 
peinted from loor 0 ceiling with scenes from Buddha's life and depictions from the 
Sutras, and frther adomed with statue groupings shovwing Budda with is disiples 
and guardian king. The cave complex at Dunhuang was begun in 36 CE and by the 
ninth century there were over 00 caves temples with many resdential caves for the 
Scores of artisans, paners and sculptors working there, 

   

Dunhuang was one among many such Silk Road cave temple sites but i unique 
because of the discovery in 1900 of a library cave which had been sealed and hidden 
in about 1000 CE. Containing tens of thousands of manuscripts and the earlist dated 
prined book, this is the worlds ealist and largest paper archive. It also contained 
hundreds of fine paintings on il hemp and paper. Numerous other ancient Silk Rosd 

in Chinese Central Asia yielded other important arefacts, paintings, extles and 
manuscripts in over twenty languages and scripts and this materal was dispersed to 
institutions workdwide, making access difficult. The amount of maerial, s age. 
fragility and uniqueness also crested a problem for conservators and throughout the 
wenteth century much remained in e of conservation and herefor also remained 
uncatlogued, unpublished and wavailble. 

  

    

  “The Inemational Dunhuang Project - the First Ten Years 
The Intemational Dunhuang Project (IDP). based a the Briish Libray, was founded 
in 1994 10 address these problems by creating a partnership of allthe major holders o 
the material to work together on conservation and cataloguing and increase access. To 
achieve the former, IDP. organises regular conservation conferences and has a 
publicatons programme 1o disseminateconservation, scienific and. scholarly 
information (for detilssee IDP News 24, availabe fee from IDP or onine at 
Titp:/idp bl chapters publicarionsicurent_newsletier/dpnevseure i) 

   

  

o faciliae access IDP decided 1 create a comprehensive online catalogue of allthe 
materal, linked to high-quality o s and supporting information which 
would be made freely avalable to al. Starting with a grant from the Chiang Ching.- 
Kuo Foundation and astfTof e, the frst few years of IDP were spent designing and 
implementing a database. A British Academy-funded research asistant stated adding. 
formation about the manuscrits in 1995. In 1997 with  furher grant from the 

   

  

       

     
21  
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Heritage Lotiery Memorial Fund, IDP expanded and employed siff to stat wark an 
the cataloguing and digiisation of Chinese, Tangut and Tibetan materials from 
various Silk Road it and in October 1998 the web ste went online with detils of 
‘over 20,000 manuscripts (htp:/idp bLuk). 

  

   

Other funds fllowed, including a grant from the Higher Education Funding Counci 
for England which led to the launch of a map inerface to the database in 2000. In 
2001, a four-year grant from the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation enabled IDP to 
establish a digiisation studio with the latet high-format digitisation equipment. Two. 
‘onservaors, three photographers and three Photoshop operatos were employed to 
work full-ime on the Dunhuang materal. Collaboration started with the National 
Library of Chia (NLC) in the same year funded by the Sino-Britsh Fellowship Trust 
and the kil eammed in London were passed on (0 the IDP pholographers i Bejing. 
The Chinese-language version of the web site and online daabase went online in 
Noverber 2002. 

     
  

    

  

As wellas conservation and digitisaton, IDP continued with scholarly work. In 2002 
it started a collaborative research project 0 catalogue and digitise th Tibetan tan 
manuscripts from Dunhuang. Carred out in conjunction with the Schoo of Orintal 
‘and Afican Studies and funded by the Arts and Humanties Research Board, the two. 
young scholars working on this three-year project have already revealed many 
surprising fnds, including the possibility. that most of these_manuscrpts were 
transeribed inthelattr half of the tenth centry by a small group of scribes, 

  

  

Other collaborations followed. For some insittions IDP acts as a host for ther 
collctions. For example,the Chester Beaty Libtary in Dublin and the Freer Gallery 
in Washinglon DC both have three ilems from Dunhuang. They supplid IDP with 
Targe-forma photographs of these which IDP then scanncd and added 1o it web site 
wilh cataloguing detils. IDP also hosts images of the painings from Dunhuang held 
in the Britsh Museum and is just string 10 dd images of the texiles from the 
Victoria and Albert Museu and other artefact from the Britsh Museu, In allcases 
the holding insittion etain copyright on the images and there s clar link on the 
IDP web ste 10 the institutions' Wwebsies. You can view the pariipating insiuton 
on the catalogue sarch page (hip:/idp.bl.uk CatSearch). 

  

  

Other institutions, such as the National Library of China (NLC), are founding 
members and full IDP partners. Local sall at the IDP Centre in Bejing add 
information about their calectons int thei local database and local photographers 
digitse the collectons, using mutually agreed IDP standards and. procedures. 
(published oline on 
itp:/Adp.bluklchapters/publications IDP_papers/standards.huml). The NLC hosts a 
(Chincse version of the web ste on  local server and dta s synchronised between the 
Chincse and English servers. The NLC images, apat rom the reference thumbrsils, 
are also kept on the NLC server. Over the past two years IDP has stated similar 
collaborations with the Insiute of Oriental Studies in St Petersburg and Ryukoku 
Universty in Kyoto, and the Russian and Japanese versions of the IDP site will 
shortly be online hostd by these insitutons. An agreement has recently been signed 
it the Staatsbibliothek and Berlin-Brandenburg. Academy of Sciences in Belin 
digitisaton willstart lter this year on the Sanskrit and Chinese fragments. ALpresent, 
over 20,000 high-quality images are being added annually 1o the database but ti 
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figure will double f funds can be secured to upgrade equipment and retan exstn 
s, 

Aparfrom the continuing digitsation and.cataloguing. of Dunhuang Chinese 
‘materials in collections worldwide, work on the Tibetan woodslips, Chincse wood 
shavings, Tocharian tablets, and Kharosthi material from Niva and Loulan in the 
Briish Library collectons is now complete. IDP has also recently stred digiising. 
Sanskit, Khotanese and Tangut manuscrips as well ascontinuing digitisation of the 
thousands of historical photographs and maps made by Aurel Sicin and others o the 
Silk Road and its sits. IDP has achieved far more than its could possibly have 
expected when founded a decade ago, bu there much remains to be done. 

    

  

  

“The Next Five Vears 
Now the infrasructure and a signficant body of material has been established, IDP s 
planning (o reach out into the wider community by ereating web-based educational 
resources — in local languages and with local teachers — for schoolchildren snd 
Students from Shanghai o Sacrameno. In so doing we hope 1o bring a grester 
awareness of this rich cultural legacy 1o the. people of the region and others 
worldwide. The web database will be made even more accessibl through the addition 
of the personalised web space, maps, photographs, music, video clips and ranslations. 
We are looking to make new parterships with organisations and institutions with 
expertise and presence i the region to maximise access and undersanding of this 
watrial 

  

During the period 20052010 IDP il also work with scholars and universtes 
worldwide  create a new el of palacographical studis for East As 
and employing young scholars to cary out innovative rescarch. New partnersips, 
especially in China and Cenral Asia, il be for eve this. Fiall, by the 
end of 2010 we expect t0 have identifed, conserved, digitsed and catalogued more 
than 80% ofal the material discovered in the Dunhuang Cave and more than $0% of 
the moteral from elsewhere — an_extraordinary and unparaleled achievement 
Together these initiaives will enable us o bring the incredibly rich hisorical 
fesources of China and Cenral Asia to a focal and an iternationa audience 

    

  

     

  

Funding 
From its inception, IDP has been an extermally-funded project. I has been the 
generosity of our supporters that have enabled IDP to accomplish all hat has been 
achieved to date, and we would ike 10 take this opportuniy 1o say again how grateful 
we are for this. We are particularly delighed by the number of donors who have 
renewed ther grants or made odditional gifts. 

   

  

In addition to grans from a number of organsations, individual donations remain a 
vialclement of IDP's funding (fr a st see 
ip:/idp.bluklchapters/about_ IDP/dpiniro hmlésupporters), For - example, these 
donations have given us the lexibilty to enhance the catalogue in response 10 new 
technologies and requests from our users — as llustrated by My Space, the 
personalisd IDP web space which will go live in the autumn. Similarly, Sponsor o 
Sutra (htp:/3dpb.uk forms/ssnew. i) donatios have enabled us to conserve and 
digtse a number of unique and fragile manuscripts, ensuring they can b accessed by 
Scholars and the wider publi now and inthe future, 
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IDP now has  skiled and committd staf working worldvide snd is it 
its primary objective of finally making the Dunhuang and other 
manuseripts, . textils and arefocs readily avalable o all. However, IDP 
urgently needs 10 secure futher funding 10 realise this. IDP can celebrte its 
achicvements of its first ten years. I is hoped that funds are soon fortheoming (o 
ensure the full potential of these i realisd ovr the next ive. 

  

      
     

Note 
Detils of IDP’s appeal can be found on hip:/idpbluk/forms/supportus. Al 
donations are greatly apprecited and put dirctly to the work of IDP. It i possible to 
make a_ donation (o cover a specific area of IDP's work, such as sponsoring @ 

isation team, sponsoring  new camera for Chira, or sponsoring conservation and 
isation of  speciic group of items, such as Khotanese manuscript, textiles, 

Chinese sutras, Tibetan pothi or Tangut frsgments. Please contact IDP at the address 
elow i you would ke fo discusstheseor other areas of sponsorship. 
IDP, The Briish Library, 96 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB, UK 
el 44 (020 7412 7319, fax: +44 (0120 74127858, E-mal: 
Ttp/idp.bluk, hitp/Adp.nl.gov.en 

  

   

  

Lak; 

  

Dr.Susan Whiild, Diecto, Itermational Duhang Projec, The Briish Library. 
London, UKy 

“The Stein Textile Projectat the Victoria & Albert Museum, London, UK. 

The Victoria & Albert Museum, London, has now completed work on cataloguing and 
photographing Silk Road textiles in ther collecton as part of the Interational 
Dunhuang Project funded by the Andrew W Mellon Foundation (ee pp. 23-29 in his 
Newsleter). Members of the V&A team were Colin Maitand, phalographer, Sonia 
Solicari, cataloguing curator, Helen Persson, handling curator and Verity Wilson, 
projectdiceto. 

  

  

  

  

The V&A s the custodian of nearly 600 imporant textle fragments of various 
origins, brought back from his famous trade route region by Sir Marc Aurel Siein 
(18621943) in the beginning years of th twentieth century. These are tetiles, dating 
between 200 BCE and 1200 CE, is a loan from the Government of India. The Stcin 
textile collecton comprises a wide variety of different techniques and maerias, and 
embraces examples of domestic texties o sacral silks. The majority of the collection 
‘comes from Cave 17 of the Mogao Grottes, ear the asis own of Dunhuang. These 
Textiles are maily ilk fragments and show an incredible breadih of colours, fom 
canary yellow through the clearest red o decpest indigo. The Dunhuang finds 
demonsirate a range of beauiful yet sublle damasks, vibrant polychrome pattem 
woven siks, embroidered gauzes, clamp-resist dyed and puinid silks. A handfl of 
complete and fragmented banners, canopies and allar valances give evidence of the 
importance ofthis shrine site s one of China's great Buddhist pilgrimage complexes. 

  

    

  

    

   
  The wide-spread use and dominance of Chinese slks in these Central Asia trading 

ouses s furthe llustrated by several examples ofjin ilks from the ancent bural in 
‘Astana. The fragments show the richness of face-covers and other burial clt 
‘much more sssorted collction of mateials come from Niya, with fragments ofather      

u
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and fur, grass ropes and mating feted 
silks. A nify hatof feled wool s one of 0 
one weft beate of wood among the finds. 

oven wool but anly  few plain woven 
vore complte abjects, and there is also 

    

  Theoldest extile fragments in th collccion come from the grave pits t the st it 
of Loulan, of which the knated woolen exils, o carpt fagments, are the most 
intiuing. The design show Hellenistic inlocnces rathr than Chincse,and bih onc- 
warp kot and symmetical two-wvarp knot are represened. The neaby uins of 

5 and adjacent refuse heaps revealed pictorial tpesty woven piecs, hal 
might have originlly been par of hangings or even gaments. Some shocs and 
sandals were also found in Louln, but the best cxamples of shoes come from 
Mazartagh. and what Stcin called The Limes Watchtowers. These were 4 line of 
foriied encampments desgned to ensure e safe transit of goods across the rea and 
dating from 200BC 1o 400 AD. The finds from thse encampments are mo of 
wilarian and procial purpose, suable for the hard e of  soldc fr away from 
Home. Other finds worh mentioning are he Lotus flowers of ik and coton for 
Miran 

  

  

  

    

  

Over the coming months the texiles will be made available on the IDP webite 
Ttp/idp.bluk. A selecion of Stin tetils can now bee seen on the V&A's Access 
1o Images database: www.vamac.uk, clic on the Access to Images link beneath 
“Collections’ and type *Stein’ int the search fel. For appointments (0 view the Stcin 
collection at he V&A please contact: Far East Collections Tel: +44 (0)20 7942 2244, 
E-mail: or.cast@vam.ac.uk, Address: V&A, South Kensington, London, SW7 2RL. 

   

  

(Helen Persson, Asistant Curator, Testiles & Fashion, Victoria & Albert Museu, 
London, UK) 

British Muscum Digits 

  

ion of Central Asian Collection, London U.K. 

  

2003-04 was an exciting year for the Briish Museum, as during tht time the frst 
stage of the digitsaion programme., the paintings from Cave 17 at Dunhuang, we 

Tive on the web at wuww.hebriishmuseum.nethesilkroad. This was achieved in time. 
1o coincide with the opening of the British Library's exhiition on the ilk Road, for 
which approsimately one-tird of the material was borrowed. from the Briish 
Museu, 

     

  

Also during this year, Cecilia Braghin organised the digitisaton of the major three- 
dimensional objects in our Central Asian collection. At present, many are already 
viewable on the Brtish Library’s Interational Dunhuang Projet websie, and we are 
oping that th rest will o online doring the next few months. The painiings are also 
available online on the Mellon Intemational Dunhuang Archive website, which is 
available through subscription. We are, of course, exremely grateful (0 the Mellon 
Foundation fo their fnancial support of our projct 

  

   

    

Addiionally, through agreement with the Mellon Foundation, we have decided to 
extend this project 0. third ear, during which we inend to have several o the felds 
attached o each object translaed into Chinese,information that will then go live on 
the website and into our database at the British Museum.  We also intend 10 expand 
some of the information given n the descrption felds, again, both in English and 
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Chinese. We are hoping that this wil be an added invaluable resource for scholars 
working in London and, partculaly,for those working on the Dunhuang mateialin 
China 

(Caral Michaelson, Assistan Keeper, Department of Asi. The Briish Museun, UK) 
Stein Project Phase Two at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences   

The Library of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences (LHAS), Budapest, Hungary 
Holds an important photographic collction containing over 8,000 of Sir Aurl Scin's 
photographs. The fist. part o this collection was catalogued as a joint Brtish- 
Hungarian project Jead by Dr. Helen Wang (Curator, Department of Coins and 
Medals, Britsh Muscum, London, UK.) and Dr. Eva Apor (Head, Orienal 
Collctions, LHAS). 

  

    
    

  

More recently some 2000 photographs were discovered i a litle-used tore house in 
the Academy. The photographs are in relatively good condiion, although some are 
bent or tom. Mostof them were found in the original envelopes or folders with Aurel 
Steins original remarks and captions, in mos cases these seem correct. In several 
cases it s apparent thtseres continue the sequence already catalogued in Stin Phase 
One. Most important of these are furher good quality photographs of Steins Firs 
Expedition (1900-1901). There are lso photos vry similar in subject-matter but not 
identical 0 the alrcady catalogued photographs. Importantly, some complete the 
Sequence of already catalogued collctions. The tird type of photograph represents 
completely new material. Most important ofthese i  set of 180 photographs taken of 
the Dunhuang paintings 

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

“The photographs are now being catalogued by the same team (John Falconer of the 
Briish Library and Lilla Russell-Smith). Manuscripts and maps were lso found, and 
these il be caalogued by Agnes Kelecsényi and Agnes Kirteszi (LHAS). It i hoped 
that the catalogue will be published as o book, and also made avalable over the 
intemet. The most important photographic seris will be availabl on the Intemational 
Dunhuang Project website (wwoidp bluk). 

  

  

(LRS) 

Manuscripts of Sir Aurel Stein in Kashmir 

  . (East) Cambridge, through Kashmir Bhawan Centre, 
¢ and cultur has dedicated a projct 

that will make accessibl the Kashmir manuseript heitage of Sir Aurel Scin. The 
materials used will include documens, photographs and images tha are being made 
public for the firt ime by the Bodiean Library, Oxford, UK. Aims of th project 
nclude the creation ofa website which wilinclude S Aurel Steins selected Sanskit 
manuscripts from his collection in the Indian Insiute, Bodieian Library, Oxford; 
Documents and photographs feturing s lfe an labours in Kashmir; his portrat s 3 
‘Sanskrit scholar. Contens of the website have been researched, identified and lsted 
by S. N, Pandita. The fully developed websit expected to be completedin 18 months 
‘will rovide an excellent opportunity fr people tocelebrate a are aspect of common 
Indo-British heritage. For furlher details and information, please contact: Kashmir 
Blawan Cente, 33 Albion Road, Luton, Beds LU2 0DS 
E-mail: Kashmirbhawancentre@albionsireetluon fsbusines 

       

  

  

  

couk   
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(¥ewould ik t thank Dr. Helen Wang. Department of Coins and Medals, The 
British Muscun, London, U.K. for this information) 

Sill Road Seattle Website Updated 

A number of significant additions have been made to Silk Road Seatle 
(wwwuweh org/sifkroad) since the beginning of the summer of 2004, Silk Road 
Seatle is a non-profit educational project of the Walter Chapin Simpson Cener for 

the Humanites,a the University of Washington. Continuing work on the website has 
been made possible by a gant fom the Silkoad Foundation 
(wwwsilkroadfoundation org) of Saratoga, California. The web design and other 
contibutions o the site are the work of Lance Jenott, an MA candidate in 
‘Comparative Religion at the University of Washinglon. 

  

    

The new mateial includes: a new, extensively amnotated tranlation by John Hill of 
the secton on the Peoples of the West in the Weiue. Professor Nicholas Sims- 
Williams'translations of Ancient Sogdian Leters nos. | and 3, joning lttrs 2 nd 5, 
which had been posted previously; Professor Colin Mackerras’ amnotted tranlation 
of the “New Tang History" (Hsin Tng-shu) secions on the Uighurs; The text of the 
“Periplus of the Erythracan Sea’, with an intersctive map showing the effect of the 
monsoon winds i the Indian Ocean: Professor Albert Dien's essay on Palmyra, 
previously publihed in the Silkroad Foundation newsetier and enhanced here by 
additional photographs and images of Palmya from the [8ih-century engravings in 
the famous book by Robert Wood: An illustraed essay on Constantinople with an 

rctive map and musical laments on s fal contributed by Cappella Romans; An 
illustrated essay on Karakorum, featuring images from th collecion of the National 
Museu of Mongolian History. in Ulsanbaatar. lustated essays on Ephesus and on 
Mshatta,the latte featuring photographs from the Museun of slamic Art, in Ber 
A number of image galleie, courtesy of Franklin and Ruth Harold and nineteenth- 
century lthographs of Peta by David Roberts, 

       
  

  

  

  

A new section on Museum Callections feauring: deailed annotaions of museum 
websites. More than 1,100 photographs from several major colections, most of 
which e not otherwise well epresented on the Internet. Highlights include images 
from the Turfan Collection of the Museum of Indian Ar, in Berlin; the Stcin 
Collection in the National Museum. New Delhi: and the Fine Arts Museum, in 
Ulsanbatar, Under Traditional Culture, two. contibutions by Uriversity of 
‘Washington Ph.D. candidat Elmira Kochumkulkizi:  description of he “raditional 
Kyrgyz wedding, including photographs and video clips and her drat ranslation of 
the important Kyrgyz epic “Kojjash. with a sample audio clip of is recitation. Her 
translated selectons from the famous cpic *Manas', 4 project supported by the 

Silkroad Foundation, will soon be posted on the Foundation's websit. There are also 
‘additions to our Silk Road Atas, including historical maps o Chira by Fei Yang. 

  

  

  

  

  

The extensive virwal Art of the Silk Road exhibition at Silk Road Seatle 
(htp/depts washinglon.eduuwehisilkroadexhibitindex shim) is now available in 
both Spanish and in English. The Spanish translaiion is the work of Alexandra Prats 
‘and Prof Dolors Folch, under th lttr’ edioria supervsion, and was supported by a 
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ant from the PQE (Program for educative quality) of Universitat Pompeu Fabra, 
Barcelona. 

  

The third issue of The Sik Road, the newsleter of the Silkroad Foundation s now 
also published. You may find this number (vol. 2, no. 1), along with the firs two. 
issues, online at: hpz/vwwsilkroad oundation orgfoe newsletier . The latst 
issue contains a variey of arices on archacology, at hisory, citis and ethnography. 
‘Also, you wil find in it some guideines for contrbutors. We are always inerested 
submissions fo future ssues; our current publication schedule s twice a year, We are 
especialy inerested in short essays, translations of historical texts, and image 
collctions that can then be.incorporated into other web pages and educational 
publications. Specialthanks g0 to Michael Hewson fo designing the online version. 

  

  

  

  

  

   
We expect 1o be ading over time  collction of previously-published aricles for 
‘which we can obtain copyright permission. Should you have material or suggestions 
about the project, please contact is director, Professor Daniel C. Waugh, E-mail: 
dwaugh 

  

   

  

(Professor Dan Waugh, University of Washingion Seatle, USA) 

Dunhuang images available o the Mellon International Dunh   ing Archive 

The Mellon Intemational Dunhuang Archive (MIDA) i the product of an ongoing 
mulinstitutional, multi-natonal effort to create high-quality digital reconsiructions 
of the mural painings and rlated art and texts associated with the several hundred 
Buddhist cave shrines in Dunhuang, and creating digital images of manuscript, 
textiles, painiings and other objects once located at Dunhuang and now dispersed 
among muscums and libraries around the world. Insitutions involved. in 
collaborative effort include The Briish Library, the Briish Muscum, the Musée. 
national des Arts asitiques-Guimet, the Bodiian Library, and the Bibliothique 
Nationale de France. For more information see 
ip/wwarstor orginfo collectons/mida,sp. 

  

   
     

      

  

  

Under the auspices of The Andrevw W. Mellon Foundation, Professor Sarah Fraser 
startd the digitsing of Dunhuang caves in 1999, Using digital camerss, hr team 
from Northwestem_Universty. in-_collsboration with the Dunbuang. Rescarch 
‘Academy, has photographed the wall paintings and sculptur inthe most important 42 
caves. The digtal images were digitally “stitched” topether 0 produce two- and three- 
dimensional visual representatons of th cave surfces. Digital 3-D models of 42 
caves are now availabl through MIDA in ARTstor artsororg) 

  

ARTstor is a non-profit iniiativ, founded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, (o 
apply digital technology to enhance scholarshi, teaching and leaming i the arts and 
associated fieds. It s o descendant of JSTOR, another independent non-profit 
iniiativ crated by the Foundation, designed t0 serve the scholarly community by 
building 4 comprehensive archive of important scholarly journal lterature. The 
STOR archive is availabe 1o uthorised users at more than 2,000 isttutions in over 
80 countries and is continuing to develop.  As of April 2004, it contained over 14 
million pages, with almost 400 journals from 230 publishers: 
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Since s inception, ARTstor has been working closely with both providers and users 
of content t educational and cultral institutons around the world. s repository of 
images is dawn flom a number of diffeent sourcs, such as museums, 
archacological rescarch teams, photo archives, slide collectons, and art eference 
publishers.  Seven diffeent collectons were sclected as the foundation of the 
collection, including two of particular nterst o students and scholars of Asian 
History and archacology. These are: A selecton from The Huntington Archive of 
Asian Art at Ohio Sute University: This archive consiss of digitsed images of 
black-and-white photographs and colour slids taken by the art historans John and 
Susan Huntington; The Mellon Inernational Dunhuang Archive: This archive will 
uliimately be a combination of digital _photographs of the current 
restoraton/conservation of the caves; diitised historic photographic print of the 
caves from the Lo Archive of Princeton, New Jersey. taken during the 19405; and 
digitalimages ofth arefucts from the caves now distributed among various muscums 
‘and libraries around the world. Thi is an on-going project with some preliminary 
material curently available on ARTstor. For more information, plase viit the 
ARTstor web st hp:/vww artstororg 

  

  

  

   
  

  

  

LRS 
(Ve are grateful 10 Sarah E. Fraser, Associate Professor, Novthwestern Universiry, 

Evanston, 1L, U.S.A or some of thisinformation) 
  

New Sogdian Couch Discovered 

The Xitan City Office for Archeology and the Preservation of Cultral Artifucs has 
discovered another Northern Zhou tomb in the northern suburbs of Xian. Afier 
excavation, the archeologists have brought 1o light @ complete sione couch with 
surtounding screens. On the nsides of the scrcens thre are ten extremely beautiful 
engraved xianke [incsed] panls. On parts of the pancls, gold leaf has been applied. 
“The reports claim that this s the frst Sogdian stone couch with surounding screens 

it depicts senes from the dily i of the tomb occupant using this technique, in 
contrast 10 all of the previously Known examples, which were done in rlif (fdiao). 
It clearly reveals the “sprouts* of Chinese landscape art at s eariet stage and is 
considered 10 be of exceptional importance for understanding the development of 
Chinese ar. 

  

  

      
  

‘The couch is said o be the seventh Sogdian funerary monument (including couches 
and sarcophag) found in China. The grave s divided into thee parts: the dromos 
(mudao), thepassageway (ongdao), and.the tomb chamber (mushi). The.tomb 

inseription clarly records thatthe oceupants name was Ye, his i was Yuanji, and his 
homeland was Kang (n the Samarkand area). Hi various oficia posiions are lsted. 
asis his year of death, 531 CE. He was posthumously awarded a very high rank,tht 
of provincial govermor (cish) of Ganzhou. 

  

  

As with other Sogdian tombs tha have been discovered in China, thre were very few 
rave goods accompanying Kang Ye. Unlike other Sogdian tombs, however, the 
‘omplete skeleton of the occupant was aid out on the couch, and tracesof the elegant 
patterns on his carbonised clothing are il visible 
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(Professor Victor Mar, Univers   of Pennsylvania, Philadelphic, USA.) 

Eneyclopacdic Dictionary of Pastoral Nomadism 
    This announcement is a call for participation in a project designed for interested 

specialists in various ields rlated o pastorsl nomadism. The Interational Insttute 
for the Study of Nomadic Civilizations (IISNC) is preparing. in cooperation with 
UNESCO, with support from the Organisations Division of Interculural Dialogue, 
the pblication o an Encyclopaedic Dictionary of patoral nomadism. This projctis 
being developed in accordance with the main goals of the NISNC: to associte 
discovering, studying and preserving the hertage of nomadic herders” socitis and 
cultues; 1o provide rescarch works: and o claborate experimental and practical 

nt patterns and techniques devoted to and fiting the present needs o these 
socieie, 0 populrise and spread accurate and high-quality nformation n tis field 
“The dictionary isintended to be a practical tool and i aimed at presenting the ichness 
and sophistication of nomadic societies and culures, too frequently represenied as 

compared to sedenary societies. The work will present an extensive range 
of nomadic experiences, fiom East and Cenral Asia 0 the Near East and Afrca. It 
‘il thoroughly and precsely cover topics peraining to the ecological conditons of 
pastoral nomadism; nomadic herders” techniques and sralegies; and their social, 
hisorical, cultral and spiritual features and traditons. 

   
  

      

      

  

      

“The person i charge of this publication is Professor Jacques Legrand (INALCO, 
Porie). Chairperson, TISNC Academic Council _(jacques legrand@inalcofr, 
jeglegrand@wanadoo.f). More preciseinformation about the project may be. 
obiained from Professor Legrand and il be displayed on the IISNC Web site 
(v nom: the near fu     

‘Cultural Research of the Year "First Prize” on Iran 

I honouring the academic efforts of the rescarches. professors and university 
Students who have done research and academic work on Iran, the commitie for 
Selection of outstanding scademic works on Iran plans (0 selec the outstanding works 
and intrduce them at 3 ceremony which will be held by Ministr of Culure and 
Islami Guidance sometime in the middle of December 2005 in Tehran, Iran. Thi 
‘compeiiton is being organised for the Sth year. The following points are helpful 
information for thos interested insending thei worksfor th review commitie. 

  

    
    

Iranian and non- ranian academics are encouraged to participate provided their work 
is elaid to Iran and fals in one of the folowing categories: Socio-culural isues, 
Mass Media, History. Geography of Iran. Liteature, Religon, Folklore, Art, 

Sociology. Ethnology. Anthropology. A commitie will eview al the works and il 
selcet at least fve of them for the First Prze. Only those works that have been 
produced during the year 2004 ae qualifed o be considered for this year'scercmons. 
Those participants whose works re seected will receive the costof tcket and willbe 
provided with all costs dur say in Iran. The commitie will sccept those 
works that have been produced in one o the following languages: English, French, 
German. Arabic. A copy of the applicant’s orginal work should be received no laer 
than 15’ August 2005, Please send your inguiris 1o the following fax number 

  

    

        

  

30
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Tehran: 0098-21-8893076. E-mail messages 10 rescarchyear2005(@yahoo.coms Or 
visit website: wwwicir. Miss Salei, The 
Research Center Of Culure Art & Communication, No.1 | Dameshgh ., Near Val- 
Asr Square, P.0.Box 14167, Tehran,Iran. 

       

    

(e would ik to thank the Research Office, SOAS, Universiy of London, UK. for 
hisinformation) 

British Academy/ACU Grants for International Callaboration 200572006 

  

The Association of Commonwealh Universtesis pleased to announce the coninued 
avaiability of funding to help support itemnatonal joint prject in he felds of the 
umanities and the social sciences. Funds are available o support intermational joint 
projects, involving Brtish scholars in collaboation with Commonvicalth pariner 
‘Applications must be for projects involving genvine collaborative work between & 
defined group of scholars in one, or possibly two, other Commonwealth countie. 
Prioity will be given to applcaions involving the initaton of & new programme. 
where there s an expectation of continued collaboration,or  defned ovtcome such as 
planned joint publications ill be given o prjects from any discipline 
that consider the poliicl, cconomic or cultural relations between countries o egions. 
of the world. The grants are tenable for one year only. Grants are avalable for 
advanced rescarch, a posdoctoral o equivalent level or beyond in the ields of the 
humanities and social siences. Panicipants must be on the stff of a universiy in 
membership of the ACU at the i of application. Up to £5000, intended to cover 
{ravel, maintenance costs and approved rescarch expenditure incurted i the partner 
county or counties. 

  

  

  

  

    

    
  

  

Applications should reach the Association no later than 30 Sepiember 2005, The 
selection committe'sdecisions will be made known 10 al applicantsin November,or 
a5 so0n as possible threaftr. For a downloadable application form and further grant 

details please g0 1o wwwacuac.uk. To locae the information go to: “funding your 
sudics or work abroad" then selct: “Other awards administred by the ACU. 

  

   
  

(Ve would ik to thank the Research Office, SOAS, University of London, UK. for 
s information) 

  

Princeton Us   ersty Society of Fellowsin the Liberal Arts 

Three-year postdoctoal fllowships are availble from 2006-2009 for recent Ph.Ds 
(from Jan. 2003) in humanities or social siences. Three appointments will be made to 
pursue rescarch and teach half-time. The first subject is open; the second must be. 
about the history of books, thir making. thei diffusion orther intepretation in any 
Ianguage or period; he thid about the study of Race andlor Ethniity. The sipend 
will be st a approx. $62,000. The application deadline i 3 Octaber, 2005, For more. 
information please see htp:/wwa.princeton,ed st or writ to Soicty of Fellows in 

Liberal Arts, The Joseph Heary House, Princeion U . Princeton, NJ 08544, 
USA, 

    

  

   

    

Penn Humanities Forum - University Of Pennsylvania 
Mellon Postdoctoral Felowship in the Humanitics 

3  
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  Five Mellon Postdoctoral Felowships are available for the 2006-2007 scademic year 
from the Penn Humanities Forum of the University of Pennsyhvania for untenured 
Junior scholars who are o mor than eight years outof ther doctorate. The progr 
of the Penn Humanites Forum are conceived through yearly topics tht nvite broad 
intendisciplinary collaboration. The Forum has set travel as the topic for the 2006- 
2007 academic year. Research proposals an this (opic are invited. fom a varety of 
heortical perspectives in all arcas of humanistic study except  cducational 
curriculum-building and the performing ats. The application deadline is 15 Octobr, 
2005, 

      

  

  

Fellows will teach one freshman seminar ach of two terms. $42,000 stipend, plus 
Tealth insurance will be avarded. The fellowship is open (0 al scholas, national and 
intemational, who meet application citeia. Full guidelines, travel topc descripion, 
and spplicaion is avalable onlin: hip:/umaniies.sas upenn.cdu. With. further 
questons please contact: Jemnifer Conway. Associate Dircctor, Penn Humanities 
Forum. E-mail: humanities@sas.upenn.cdu, Tel: 00 1) 215.898.8220 

  

  

(From Central-Eurasia-L - Annotuscement List for Central Esrasian Studis) 

Memberships in the School for Historical Studies, Princeton, NJ, USA 
  The Insitue for Advanced Study. Princeton, New Jersey, School o Histoical Studies 

is inviting applicstions for Memberships for 2006-2007. A community of scholars 
where.intelectual inquiry, rescarch and writing s caried out in the best of 
circumstances, the Insitute offers Members ibraris, offces, seminar and lecture 
rooms, subsidised housing. sipends and other srvices. Open to all fields o historical 
rescarch, the School of Historical Studies principal ineress are history of westem, 
near castem and far castern cvilzaions, Greek: and Roman 
Europe (medicval, carly modern, and moder),the Islamic 
History of art, music studies and moden interational elations. The deadlin is 15 

November 2005, 

  

    
  

  

  

  

    
  

‘Candidatesof any nationlity may apply for one or two terms. Residence n Princeton 
during term time is required. The only other obigation of Members i to pursue their 
‘own research. The Ph.D. (or equivalent) and substantal publications are requird. 
Information and application forms for this and other programs may be found on the 
chool's web st at hip:/www s as e, orplease conact: The Schaol of Historical 

Studies. Insitute for Advanced Study, Einsein Dr., Princeton, N.J. 08540, US.A. 
Or write o Marian Zelazny. E-mai: mzelozny @ias edu 

  

    

  

(From Centrl-Eurasia-L - Annowncement List for Centrl Esrasion Studis) 
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EXHIBITIONS 

Religion & Belief 
Museu of East Asian Art, Bl 
23 August 2005- 11 Decembes 

UK. 
2005 

  

  

The Dalai Lamas 
Ethnographic Museun of the University of Zurich Zurich, 
4 August 2005 - 30 April 2006 

   

  

witzerlnd 

   Sounds of the Silk Road: Asian Musical Instruments 
Museu of Fine Arts, Boston Boston, Massachuset 
9 July 2005 - 1 January 2006 

Rubin Muscum of Art 
New York, New York, US A. 
Opencd 2 October 2004 

Silk & Leather: Splendid Attre of 19th-Century Central Asia 
The Texile Museun 
Washingion, DC 
2 September 2005 - 26 February 2006 

Tibet: Treasures from the Roof ofthe World 
Asian Ant Museu of San Francisco, San Francisco, California 
12 June - 11 September 2005 

  

  

“The Glory of the Law: Treasures of Early Chinese Buddbist Sculpture 
The Nelson-Atkins Museum of At Kansas City, Missour 
Opencd 2 October 2004, ongaing 

  

Islamic Art Gallery 
An Gallery of South Australia Adelsde, Ausirala 
Opencd January 2005 

China atthe Crossroads 
Mori Art Museun Tokyo, Japan 
2 July -4 September 200   

(For more information about these.exlibitions see  the Orientations website: 
hip:/wwvorienations com i events hin 

     



    

A News| 

  

CONFERENCES 

Conference Reports 

“After Alexander: Central Asia Before Istam: Themes n the history and 
archacology of Western Central Asia”, London, UK. 

  

The conference was held at the Briish Academy on June 23-25 2004. The first day 
began with a welcoming speech by Georgina Herrmann on behalf of the organisers. 
Professor Sir John Boardman(Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, UK.) commenced 
proceedings with a general introduction to the history of the region enttled “Central 
Asi: Eastand West". Next came Claude Rapin (Universite de Lausanne, France) who. 
Spoke on “Nomads and the shaping of Central Asia." The last leture of the moming 
was by Joe Cribb (Briish Museu, London, UK.) enitled “Money as a Maker of 
Cultural Contnuity and Change in Central Asa”. 

    

   
  

  

After lunch Natasha Smimova.(Pushkin Muscum, Moscow, Russian Federation) 
posed “Some quesions regarding the numismatics of pre-Islamic Merv.” This vas 
followed by Michael Alram (Kunshisoriches Muscum, Vienna, Austria) and his 
subject was "Ardashir's easter campaign in the light of the numismatic evidence.” 
Later Edvard Rveladze (nsitute of Ancient Hisory, Tashkent, Uzbekistan) lectured 
on “Monetary Circulation in Ancient Tokaristan ™ List to spesk that day was Helen 
Wang (Brtsh Museu, London, U.K.) on “Money in Eastern Central Asia before AD 
800 The following day began with G. Koshelenko (Academy of Sciences, Moscow, 
Russian Federation) who discussed “The fortifications of Parhian and Sassanian 
Gobekli" The theme continued with Vladimir Zavyalov (Insitute for History of 
Material Culture, St Petersburg, Russian Federation) on “The Fortfications at Merv 
{Gyaur-Kaula) afler Alexander” Later on Oliver Lecomie (CNRS. Pari, France) 
presented his work on “Gorgan and Dehistan: the North Eastern fronter of the Iranian 
Empires.” Kasim Abdullev (Institue of Archacology, Samarkand) spoke on “Nomad 
Migration in Central Asia”, and Osmund Bopearachi (CNRS, Pri, France) continved 
with “Nomad Arms and Armour.” Guy Lecuyot (CNRS, Paris) displyed a revealing 
Digital Reconsiruction of Ai Khanum. Afierwards “The Culture of Nisa between 
Steppe and Empire” was the topic chosen by G. Semeyonev (Hemitage Museum, St 
Petersburg). Piere Leriche (CNRS, Paris) followed with “Termez on the Oxus.™ 

  

  

  

  

    

     

    

    

“The st session of the day began with “What the Surkan Darya oblas tels us about 
Bactra” by Schasian Stride (Uriversity_of Barcelona, Spain). The “Bullae of 
Gobekli” was the subject of Vasily Gaibow's paper (Institute of Archacology, 
Moscaw, Rusian Federation). Last but by no means least Mauriio Tosi, Barbara 
Ceraset, Simone Mantellni and Bemardo Rondelli shared a lecture entied “The 
Archacological Map ofthe Middle Zeravshan Vally.” The las day was restricied o a 
moming session alone. Vesta Curtis (Brtish Museu, Lonsdon, U.K.) spoke on the 
“Religious Symbols and Coins” withparticular_reference fo_ the numismatic 
icomography of Indo-Parthian. Kushan and Sassanian kings. Alison Bets (Univer 
of Sydney, Ausralia) introduced “The Fire Temple at Tash-K irman-tepe, 
Chorasmia " Then Mehdi Ralibar (ran-Bastan Muscu. Tehran, Iran) spoke on “The 
Discovery of a Tower of Silence of the Sassanian period at Bandiyan.” Finally Tigran 
Mirychev (Oriental Art Museum, Moscow, Russian Federaion) reevaluated 
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“Buddhism and Buddhist an of Bactria-Tokharistan with special reference o h 
excavations at Kara Tepe.” Michael Alram was invited 10 conclude the procecdings 
and fised some pertnent points that the conference had both gnitd snd ignored. 

  

  

(Henry Lythe, Assistan, Charles Masson Project, Brtsh Museun, London, UK.) 

International Conference on Central Asian Architecture, Ashgabad, 
Turkmenistan 

  

“The Miisty of Cultue, TV and Radio Broadeasting, Government of Turkmenistan 
was hosing an internationa conerence on Architecture of Central Asia during the 
Sanjar Perod (11° and 12" centuries) with special reference to the mausoleum of 
Sulan Sanjar located at Merv, a World Heritage ste on November 17 and 18 at 
‘Ashgabad to whith 33 scholars from around the world are invited. The participants 
o visited Merv and saw the architctural and archacological remains 

  

  

  

  

(Profssor M. Rfique Mighal, Boston Universiy, USA) 

“The Material Legacy of Sir Aurel Stein and i’s Documentation” 
‘The National Muscum, 

  

This internaional conference organised by the Natonal Museum of India in 
cooperation with.the Hungarian Cultual Centre, New Delhi was held n the premises 

of the Museum on 14-15 December, 2004, The conference’s aim was to give an 
overview of how the various museus, lbrries and other insttuions deal with the 
documentation of the archacological findings, manuscripts and personal maleril of 
this greatscholar, 

     

  

  

The conference was inaugurated by Dr. Kapila Vatsyayan. Twelve papers and 
videofilm presentation were given by the partcipants represening the United 

Kingdom, Hungary and India, ncluding Dr. Madhuvanti Ghose(SOAS) “The Stcin 
collction at the Ashmolean Museum, Oxford” Agnes Kelecsényi (Library of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest) *Stein Callections in the Library of the 
Hungarian Acaden Professor 114iko Puskis (Budapest University of 
Sciences, Depart History) “Sir Aurel Stein and Alesander the Great: 
‘Archacological and Classical Phillogical Studies”. Indian scholas and specialists 
afflated 10 the National Museum, the Archacological Survy of India, Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the Anis ete. delivered lectures mainly on the collctions 
preserved n Indi ndra “Dandan Uil — A strategic ity of th 
Kingdom of Khotan” Dr. S ukhavati Scenes in the Silk Seroll from 
Dunhuang” ; Dr. Radhaa Banerj on Central Asian Art with Special 
Reference 1 Sit Aurel Sein Collecion”; Dr. Amarendra Nath: “Some lconographic. 
Observations on the Xylographs from Edsin gol Valley: Central Asia® Dr. Naseem 
Akl “Central Asion Manuscripts in the National Museum Colletion”s Dr. Binoy 
Kumar Sahay, curator of the Stcin Collecton of the Museum and one ofthe organisers 
of the conference spoke about the “Documentation o the Legacy of Sir Aurel Sici 

Special Reference 0 the Terracotias from Khotan.” 
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On the second day a discussion was presided by Dr. K. K. Chakravarty, Dircctor 
General o the National Museum on the problems and tasks regarding th resoraion, 
documentation and_cataloguing of the material and. the dissemination of its 
achievements, including possibilties o future intemational cooperations. The papers 
will be publshed. 

  

s Kelecsinyi,Depuay Head, Librry of the Hugarian Acodemy of Scienes 
Budapes, Hungary,) 

Forthcoming Conferences 

3rd International Felt Symposium, July/Aug 2005, Kyrgyzstan 
July 22.- August 3, 2005, 

  The Central Asia Crafts Support Association (CACSA) organises a symposium (o 
explore the scerets of Kyrgyzstan's yurts and its omaments through an artisic 
exchange around the magnificent lssyk-Kul Lake. The programme will include in 
Bishkek a visit 0 the muscum and to handicrafs experts; travel 0 Kyssyl-Tuu South 
Coastof Isik-Kul Lake, 0 a vilage o yurt experts and the consruction of  yur with 
atisans. There will also be a vsit to Bokonbaevo illage, where ala-kiz and shyrdak 
experts live. A constructon of yurt and omaments with experts vl ske plce in 
Kyssyl-Tuu. Also included ar an excursion to Yeii-Oguz. a visit to Karakol city and 
Tamehi where artisans' fmiles will b visted. There wil b travl through th norh 
ot of Issyk-Kul and a say in Cholpon-Ata, including a visit {0 the hicroglyphic 
museum in Cholpon-Ata. 

      

   
   

  

For more The Central Asia Crafts: 
Support Association (CACSA); 162-A Manaschi Sagynbai St. Bishkek 72001 
Kymyzsian cacsa@infotel kg, Website: - hp/catgen.comcacsaEN’. 
Telfux: (+996 312) 66 24 45; Te: (1996 312) 62 03 85 

  

  

“The 2005 Interna 
25:29 August 2005 

  nal Symposium on Turfanological Studies, Turfan, China 

The 2005 Interational Symposium on Turfanological Studies wil be held in Turfan, 
(China. The Society o Turfanological Studies (STS) s responsible for the orgaisation 
of this symposium. The theme for this symposium will be “Cultural Diversity and 

raction in Ancient Eastemn Central Asia.” Visis to local rchacological sits and 
and Urumai will be organised. Scholars who are working on 

archacology and ancient history of Turfan, Xinjiang, Central Asia and Eurasia are 
‘welcome {0 participate i the symposiom and to submit a pape. The registration fees 
will be 100 USS. The deadline for registration has now passed. The ful text of the 
paper should be submitied by 30 June 2005, 

    
    

          

For more information or submission of abstracs,please contct Mr. Hui O 
Tufin Muscum, 224 Gaochang Road, Turfan. Xinjiang, CHINA. 
UKH@126,com TelFax: 0995-8523556/095-8532495. 
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Mongolian Culture in the Ay 
Western Washington Uniy 

f Globalisation, 
ity, U.S.A., 57 August, 2005     

  

ente for East Asian Studies of Western Washingion Universiy will host an 
onal rescarch conference on the subject of Mongolia at 800: “Mongolian 

in the Age of Globalisaion.” The conference language will be English. On the 
eve of the 8001h anniversary of Mongolian sttchood, his research conference secks 
1o assess contemporary Mongolia cultue and the challenges it s facing in the current 
era o globalisation. Given the focus of this conference, Mongoli is dfined not by 
curtent poliial boundaries which have been i existence for kss than one-cighth of 
the time since the creation of Mongolia but i cultural erms. Thus the geographical 
arca considered by this conference is defined as stretching from Lake Baikal 1o the 
Ordos and from the Xing'an t the Altai Mountains 

     
   

  

     

  

  

    

  

  “The deadline for submitting papers has now passed. For more inform 
contact Professor Herry G. 

on plesse 

    

“Shifting Boundaries: Nei' and "Wai'in Chinese Culture 
British Association for Chinese Studies Annusl Conference 
University o Nottingham, U.K., 15-16 September 2005    
The concepts of nei and wai, inner and outer, occupy a p 
mbolic spaces of Chincse culture and society. As markers of inclusion and 

exclusion, the temms appear in diverse and wide ranging social and culural context, 
from Kin and funily relationships, ritual practic, the dissemination of information 
and Knowledge, the boundaris of space and place, distnction between public and 

vate realms, (o medical practce and the martial at. Yet the boundries between 
i and wa are rarely fixd. Indeed. idenifcation of their meanings, the relationship. 

between them and the aulhoity invested in them continues 10 be the subject of 
scholarly debate. 

         
  

  

  

Papers are invited to address the theme from any disciplinary perspective, and with 
reference 10 different moments of Chinese history, and different Chinese socities 
covering the mainland, Hong Kong and Taivan, and the Chincse diaspora. Keynote 
‘addres: Gall Hershater, Professor of Histoy, University of Califonia, Santa Cruz, 
USA 

  

Please c-mail tiles and brief (ca. 250-word) absiacts of your papers 10: BACS 
Secretary, Carol Rennie (E-mail: secretary@hacsuk.org.uk) and BACS 
Harriet Evans (president@bacsuk.orguk) by 15 July 2005. For more 

information please contact Dr Carol Rennie, Honorary Secreary . Brtsh Association 
for Chinese Studies, clo The Briish Academy, 10 Carlion House Terace, London 
SWIY SAH, fux +44 (020) 7969 5414 

      
    

(From Nixi Cura: /oy edgsas deptfineart hmlchinese/indes ) 
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“The Sk Road and Mongol A 
(China National Silk Museum, Hangzhou, China, 1-3 November 2005 
The symposium is hld in conjunction with the exhibiton Gold. Stk Blue and Whie 
Porcelain: Popular Artin he Marco Polo Era, which runs from 20 September 10 20 
November 2005. Papers which relate o the following themes are invited: art history 
and culural exchanges between the East and the West in the Mongol (Yuan) period 
including textle, gold and siler ware, blue and white porcelain as  focal point of 
study: social life of Mongol and Yuan period; cultural exchanges between the East 
and the West in the Mongol and Yuan period: Marco Polo and the Silk Road. 
Regisration fe fo the symposium: A fullthree day participation: CNY 1000 (appro. 
$125) A special rae is given (o graduate stwdents (CNY300 or $39) and 10 
participants who submit papers or/and deliver lecures (CNY600 or $75). Registation 
e covers the participation o the three-day symposium and tour, catalogue, handout 
prints and reated maerias 

  

   

Please send your abiract in English or Chinese viae-mal, fx orletter before 30 June 
2005 t0: Jin Lin or Zhao Feng. China National Silk Moseum, 73-1 Yuhuangshan 
Road. Hangzhou, Zhejang, China 310002, tel 486 (571) 8703 2259, fux +36 (71) 
8706 8136: E-mal:cclic2000@mailhz.z.cn 

    "Uyghur Studiesin Kazakhstan: Tradition and Innovation" 
Center of Uyghur Studies, Institute of Oriental Studies, 
Almaty, Kazakhstan, September 2005 

The Center of Uyghur Studies, Tnsttue of Orintal Studis, Almaty. plans to hold o 
Conference "Uyghur Studics in Kazakhstan: Traditon and Innovation” in lte 
September 2005. The Conference will discuss a wide range of problems rela 
Uyghur Studies from a_ perspective of traditional and_new theortic 
methodological approaches. While the Conference is primarily planned for Cental 
Asian scholars, expert in Uyghur Studies from other egions and counties re also 
welcome to participate. Since the Conference organisers are not able to cover travl, 
accommodation and other expenses of participans,those willing to take part in this 
exent are Kindly requesed to find thir own sources for funding ther prtciption. 

  

       

       

    

Those intrested in participation i the Conference are required 1o submit short 
abstracts of their papers to Organising Comiltee before July 1. 2005, Materals of 
the Conference will be published as a scparate Volume (in Usghur, Russian, and 
English). Only fullcectronic version of papers submited prior o the Conference will 
e considered for publication The Conference is supported by Public Affirs Secton 
of the US Embassy in Almaty, Kazakhstan, 

  

      
  

  

  

     

  ‘Organiser: Dr. Ablet Kamalov, Fulbright alumnus, Organising Commitie, Institute of 
Orental Studies 29 Kurmangazy St Almaty 05010, Kazaldhstan, Tel: (1-3272)-61- 
1601, Fax (7:3272) - 22835   

(From Central-Eurasia L - Annotuscement List for Central Esrasian Stdis) 

  

  



  

  European Society for Central Asian Studies Ninth Conference on Central Asia: 
“The Local, the Regional and the Global”™ 

lonian University, Krakow, Poland, 12-14 September 2005     

  

I Conference of the European Society for Central Asian Studies il b held 
i the historical ity of Krakow, Poland. The event will be co-organised by the 
Insitute of Oriental Philology of the Jagillonian University and the Foundation 
“Insiute for Strategic Studics.* The proposed overarching theme for the conferece is 
the interconnection of local, regional and globaltrends throughou tme and space. As 
a result of recent politcal nd cconomic reconfigurations and the ruptures associated 
it transformation processes in the wider region, Central Asia regained it focal 
positon n the poltcal, economic and culural consideratons. 

  

       

  

  

“The deadlin for the submission of papers has now passed. Atiendecs who do not wish 
o present a paper but would lke to be  chair or discussant are most welcome. Pre- 

4 space at the 
conference fuclities. Upon pre-egisraion. detsled information will be provided 
about accommodation standards and possbiliie. Conference fe is et for Euro 40, 
for students Euro 20, payable 10 the indicated bank. account at pre-regisrtion. 
Corespondence address: ESCAS IX Instiute of Orental Philology, Jagielloni 
University, AL Mickiewicza 9/11, 31-120 Krakow, Poland Fax: 04812 4226793 E 
mail: escas9t@vela g uj.edupl; Website: hp:/www.Jtunlescas fture bm 

  

   

     
   

       

(From Cenral Euasia-L. - Announcement List for Cenral Eurasian Sudies) 

Central Eurasian Studies Society (CESS) Sixth Annual Conference, 
Boston Universiy, Boston, Massachusetts, U.S.A., 29 September-2 October, 2005 

  

   The Central Eurasian Studies Society (CESS) will hold the Sixth CESS Annual 
Conference, in Boston, Massachusets, U.S.A. hosted by Boston Universiy. List of 
Panels include: “Cenral Eurasia in World History: From Alexander the Great o the 
Mongols.” Panel Organiser: Jongsoo James Lee; “Current lssues in Turki 
Linguistcs” Panel Organiser: Cigdem Balin-Harding; “History of Medieval Cenral 
Eurasia” Panel Organise: Timoihy May; “Ioner Eurasian Prehistoies: a Sy 
View of Current Research in the CIS and Westem China” Panel Organisr: Irene 
Good. Pre-regstation deadline is: 2 September. The Co-chairs of the Conference 
Committee are: Dr. Lawa Adams (Prcelon University; E-mail: lladams? 
arthlink.net) and Prof. Thomas Barfeld (Bosion University; E-mail:bafieldbu.edu). 
Full information about CESS 2005 in Boston may be found on the confere 
webpages: hp:/ces.fus harvard edu/CESS_Conferenc hm. 

  

  

  

  

  

Al conference-reltedcorespondence should be addressed to: CESS 2005 
Conference Comittee, E-mail: CESSconf@fas harvard.du or CESS Conference 
Commitee ¢/o Harvard Program on Cenral Asia and the Caucasus 625 Massachusets 
‘Avenue, Room 262 Cambridge, MA 02139 U.S.A. Fax: (+1) 617-495-8319; Tel:(+1) 
617:496.2643. 

  

      

  

  

(From Cenral-Eurasiar L - Announcement List for Centrl Exrasian Sudis)  
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International Conference on "World of Rock Art", 
Russian Academs of Sciences, 37 October 2005, Moscow, Russian Federation 

  

The Conference will be held in Moscow, Russian Federaton, by the Insitte of 
Archacology of the Russian Academy of Sciences in collsboration with the Siberian 
Association of Preistorie Art Rescarchers and the Russian State University for 
Humanites with the support of the “Ethnocultural Interaction in Eurasia” Programme. 
of the Russian Academs’ of Sciences. The organiser is Dr. EXaterina Deviet. The 
objectives of the conference will be fo focus on srchacological, tradiional an 
inovative approsches to rock artstudies. The topis are: the boundless world of ock 
ant (local styles and global trends): archacology and prehistoric art studie:, rock art 
interpretation; rock art_ chronology: Shamanism and rock art: rock an_sies: 
preservation, conservation and. maonitoring: rock art_news: world of artcls. or 
mythology? art of Precolumbian America problems o iierpretaton. 

    
    

  

  

  

Ianguages are Russion and English, Spanish translation may be provided if needed. 
Professionals ineresid in having recourse 1o the academic exchange system should 
cantat the Organising Commitice as soon as possible. The Insttute of Archacology 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences will provide visa support and the organising 
commitic will asist it hotel rservations if needed. 

  

  

The Conference consiss of academic symposia with 20 minutes presentaion time for 
papers o be followed by § minutes for questions and discussion. The deadline for 
submiting papers has now passed. More deails may be requested from: Intematonal 
Conference "World of Rock Art”, Insitute of Archacology, Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Dm. Ulianova st 19, 117036 Moscow. Russia. E-mail: RA- 
confDS @yandes.ru. 

  

    
  

(From Central-Eurasia L - Announcemens List for Central Evrasian Studis) 

“"Empire, Borderlands and Border Cultures"" 
California State University Stanislaus, US.A.,16-18 March 2006     

In an effort to fciltate a wide-ranging and interdisiplinary conversaton sbout 
empire, scholas working in o varity of disciplines are invited to subnit paers. I is 
hoped that_participants will address the isues of empire from antiquity 1o 
postmoderniy, on every continent and from many cultures,including (opics such as 
diaspora, immigration. reverse colonisation, imperialism and visual culture, gender 
‘and empire. the empire in popular culure, and the construction of national, elgious 

‘and clhnie dentitcs. 

  

    

  

‘One-page vitas and proposals for a 20-minte paper should be mailed by 1 November 
2005 to Betsy Eudey (E-mail: BEudey@csustan edu) or Amold Schmids (E-mail 
AShmidi@csustan.cdu. Panel proposals are welcome. No_atachments please. For 
furher information please contact Amold Schmidt, Empire Conference Committe, 
Department of English, California Sate Univers 
Ave, Turlock, CA 95382, US.A. 
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(From Central-Eurasir . - Announcement List for Centrl Eurasian Stdis) 
“The Art and Material Culture of ranian Shiism” 
Maison Frangaise d'Oxford, Oxford, U.K, 7-8 July, 2006 

  

Despite the numerous studies of Iranian art and materil culture, covering archicetue, 
object studis, lat art and photography. very it work has been publihed on the 
subject of Shite ant per se. This interdsciplnary conference aims o0 address this 
problemm by bringing together historians,art historans, numismatists, anthropologists 
‘and follorit, in order 10 ry and idenify what i specifically Shite in the at and 
material culire of ran. The conference will cover Iran from carlicst Iskaic times. 
unil the 2151 century, but expects o focus on four main periods, Safavid, Qajar, 
Publavi and post-Revolutonary Iran. It wil also include Iranian Shifsm as it has 
spread 1o other areas of the Isamic world, in partcular India and East Afrca. 

  

  

      
  

For more information please contct Pedram Khostoncjad, Associated Member of 
Sub-Faculty of Near & Middle Eastemn Studies, Oriental Insiute, Universty of 
Oford, Pusey Lane, Oxford, OX1 2LE, United Kingdom, Tel: 444 (0) 08701200870 
24109, Fax: + 44 0) 1865274225, 

  

(From Central-Eurasia L - Announcemen List for Central Esrasian Studis)   

“The Scope of Esoteric Buddbism: Identiy in Diversity” 
Koyasan University, Japan, 58 September, 2006 

  An Inemational Conference on Esoter 
‘which maintins the Shingon Mikkyo Esot 
years. 
‘Anticipaed sectons inelude: Kukai and Japanese culture (Possible topis: The lfe of 
Kukai, Kukai's thought and. its development, Koyasan, pigrimage, etc); The 
formation of Esoteric Buddhism n India and is transmission to neighbaring regions. 
(Possible topics: The development of Tang Dynasty Esoteric Buddhism, is influence 
on Japan and Korea, Esoteric Buddhist texts and thei trnslation, Esoteri Buddhist 
itual and an, Tibetan Esoterc Buddhism, Southeast Asian Esoteric Buddrism, etc); 
“The role of Esoteic Buddhism in modern society (Possible topic. include: e 
rligious diglogue, Esoteic Buddhism and environmentl,bioethical nd social ssues, 
Esoteric Buddhism and modem art, etc) I principl. the conference format il 
consistofindividual presentations in one ofth sbove thr d sections (twenty. 
minutes for presentaion, ten minutes for discussion). Panel discussions (appros. five 
members) are welcome. Those wishing 0 engage in a panel discussion may nnounce 
the panel topic and gather purticipans. 

Buddhist Sudics s 10 be held at Koyasan, 
Buddhist taditon spanning 1200     

    
  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

Presentaions may be made in English, Chinese, or Japanese. Abstracts in English 
less than 400 words) must be submitid by 31 March 2006. The proceedings o the 
conference will be subsequently published. All papers submittd for publicaion must 
be in English Please apply through our website (hip/wwwskoyasan- 
wae jp/ICEBSindex-chuml), by c:mail, post, or facsimile by 30 June 2005, 
Paricipation in the conference s fre of charge. We as that you arange foryour own 
ravel ‘and accommodations expenses in Koyasan. Contct information: Professor 
Kokan Fujita, Inmational Conference on Esoteric Buddhist Studies Executive 

   

    

@  



Commitie, Koyasan University, 385 Koyasan, Koyacho.lto-gun, Wakayama 
Prefecture, Japan 648-0280, Tel +81-736-56-2746, E-mail: ICEBS @koyssan-u.ac p 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Recent publication on Tibet 

  

Demons and Prtectors: Folk Religion in Tibetan and Mongolian Buddbism, 
dited by Béla Kelényi. Budapest: Ferene Hopp Museum of Eastem Asiatc Art, 2003, 
PpI35; 135 illustratons (mostly coloured); Bibliography; List of exhibitd objects; 
Map. Paper covers. 

     

   This book was published 10 caincide with an exhibiton of 331 abjects from the 
Ferenc Hopp Museum and private collections in Hungary. Some of the abjects not 
illustated here have been published by J. Farkas and T Szabas Die Biderwelr der 
iberisch-mongolischen Damonen/ The Pictorial World of the Tibeto-Mongolian 
Demons, Budapest: Mandal-Librotrade, 2002. Most of the objects ar in fact from 
Mongoliaand date from the late 19t and cary 20th cenury. 

  

   

  

Chapters in the book have been contributed by Gergely Orosz, Géza Bethlenfavy, 
Judit Vinkovics, Alce Sirkizi and Zs0ka Gelle as wellas the editor, ll well-known 
Hungarian scholars of Tibetan and/or Mongolian cultue, The chaptrs are entitled 

Folk religion in the ritual manuscripis of ancient Tiber 
fening and protectve deiies ... in Tibet and Mongolia®; “The cult of good 

eligion as refleced in Mongolian objects”, “Life-prtecting detis and 
¢ deitis in folk Buddhism; “Charm boxes and their secrets” “A 

picture book of Tibetan hlI”;and “The masters of the Mani manra” 

  

    
     

  

  

     
    

  

  The reatment of the subject is generally scholarly and authos . while being 
accessible o the general eader. The standard of production i excellen   

For the student of religions a primary interest of the book will be the definiton of 
“folk elgion.” Thisis equsted by Gergely Orosz. (p.19) with the “nameless 
of R.A. Stein, who was carefl o differeniae i from Bon; and by Judit Vinkovies 
(p.79) with Mongolian practices generlly termed "Shamanism”. These are of course 
ousiders’ terms,seldom defned, which coincide awkwardly if at all with indigenous 
clasifcations. Tibetans and Mongolians generaly seem to assume, not unrcasonably, 
that the practices and belifs of Buddhists are cither by defintion just pars of 
Buddhism,or lse ar not elgious a all It has ofien been tempting rom the ouisde 
10 separte the "essentals” of  elgion ~ prinipally the philosophical and spiital 
pars — from the more ritalistic, dare one say it “supersitious” components. Such 
‘analyses have of course been spplied to Buddhism from it very statin India - a fct 

not really recognised by the contibutors o this book. By the time Buddhism reached 
Tibet, letalone Mongoli, it was already saturated with “folk religion” of Indian and 
maybe Iranian origin, if one chooses (0 think in such categorics. (A manifesation of 
this mindset i 1o dismiss th less “essental” parts of Buddhism as “Hindu.b) 
suspects that it was 50 saturaed from the very beginnings nor would Buddbism 
very diffrent from practiclly every othr eligion inthe world n thi rspect, 

      

    

    
     

  

    

As long as readers keep these questions in mind 1 beleve they will derive much 
benefit from this book, both from i text and it colecton of illustrted objects 

) 

@  



    

     blications 

New publications on Central As 

Aurel Stein on the Silk Road 
by Susan Whitield. London: The Britsh Museum Press, 2004. Hb, pp. 143, 68 colour 
and 36 b&w llus., map.chronalogy. lossay. bibliography. index, £18.99 

    

As indicated by is e, his ook was writen a one of the accompanying volumes to 
the very successful extibiton held last summer at the Brtsh Library enttled “The 
Silk Road. Trade, Travel, War and Faith” (For  review of the exhibton see CIAA 
Newsleter, Issue 19 June 2004), pp. 32:33). The exhibition paid tribute to Aurel 
Stein, as his first three expeditions provided most of the extibits from the Briish 
Library and the British Museum. Each sectio of the exhibiton contsined a small 
display showing his correspondence, diaies photographs, photographic notcbooks 
and personal tems. 

      

    

    

  

Although two detailed biographies of Aurel Stein are available (Sir Aurel Siin: 
rchacological Explorer by Jeannette Mirsky: Chicagos University of Chicago Press, 
1977 and durel Stein: Pioneer of the Silk Road by Annabel Walker, London: John 
Murray. 1995, both silin prin), thse are sprsely lusraed. and go into extensive 
detail. Both books for example give lengthy quotes ffom Siein's corespondence and 
writing. WHilfeld's book is aimed at general readers, peshaps somebody who vas 
confronted by the amazing finds from the Silk Road at the Britsh Library extibition 

for the fist time. Avoiding long quotations, her book summarises our mostup-to-date 
Knowledge of the great man and his expeditions in 3 very readsble form, and 
concentrating on issues that hold the isitors” interest. Whitfeld even touches on 
questions usually avoided by other aulhors .. why we think Aurel Sein never started 
a family and never married (Whitfeld poins out his unfling devalion (0 research 
and exploration, impossible to_ pursue with such zcal for  fs Other 
intersting questions include.Sicin's unmacking of tam Akhun, the forger of 
documents in an invented sript, which had kept Professor Rudolf Hoernle busy for 
years, who had been rying (o decy pher tis unknown script i vain. 

  

    
      

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  The book concentrates on_giving_the background 1o Stin's expedions. “The 
Prologue” gies an introduction o Stein's chidhood and youth and his frst years in 
India. “Stein's Spirital Quest” explains the complexites of Slk Road exploration in 
1900 and the beginning of his Frst Expedition. “The Cook, the Thief,His Dog but no 
Lover™ devotes . section (o the Silk Road forgers, it also_describes Stein's 
‘companions: firsly his dogs ol called Dash) and sccondly (in this order) his cooks 
and other helpers, and it is here that Whitield contemplates why Stein never 
marred. “Xuanzang: His Early Guide” considers the importance of Buddhist 
travelers on the Sik road. the star of Stin's Second Expedition, and the perils of 
ik Road trav n the past (llustrated with sections of Dunhuang wall paintings) and 
in Stcin's days (with 8 photograph of four bandits, whose severed heads greeted Stein 
some months later). This chapter also draws atention 10 how Siein usually avoided 

King sensationalststatemens, so_fiequently found in the accounts of other 
travelers, and how he downplayed the dangers of his explorations, including his 
desert crossing i searchof the Keriya River delta. 
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A whole chapter is devoled 1o “Stein and Dunhuang.” and Stin's encounter with 
Wang Yuanlu, th sel-appointed custodian of the Thousand Buddha Caves, who had 
found the tens of thousands of manuscripts and hundreds of paintings in the Library 
Cave. The chapter ends with the hazardous mountan crossing where Stcin suflered 
rostite, esulting i severalof Scin's toes being amputated, “Stcodfust Friendships” 
‘considersSten's corrspondence and recording work, s well ashis Third Expedition 
“Personal Success and Plitical Uncertainty” considers the position of the Hungarian- 
bom Stein retuming in 1916 10 war-tom Europe, and th sad oss of friends. Although 
Whitfield docs not mention i, this was also the time when Stein was unabl 1o 
‘contnue his regular correspondence with Lajos Loezy, the Hungarian geologis, who 

traveled to Dunhuang in 1876 fist drew his attention o the importance of the 
sit. Loczy died an, who never from secing Hungary's 
sad losses in th favourite mountains in Transylvana (given 1o 
Romania). 
Embassy in Vienna at times, illustraing how hard it must have been for Stcin to keep. 
up contacts without being. labelled disloyal. This chaptr also considers Sicin's 
repeated attempts 1o mount an expedion to Afihanistan, and his Fourth and final 
Chinese expedition. This was a failur as Stein was not allowed to bring any inds out 
ofthe counry and was labeled an imperialit thief 

  

    
  

  

         
     
   

     

  

  

       

  At an age when others may contemplate quiet retirement, Sici's attntions were 
tumed 10 the Western Slk Road, especially Iran. “Those Magnificent Men i their 
Flying Machines™ considers the remarkable ability of Stein o take up an 
technological inventions that were aiding his work: he became  very skilled 
photographer, surveyor and map-maker and he had to be a bit of a doctor on his 
travels, handing out medicies. The chaptr also considrs the importance of he Silk 
Road in spreading revolutionary technologies, such as book: printng, and finall 

introduces Scin's fying aeral survey missions with the RAF in Syria and rag. Stein 
was over cighty when at st he was allowed to mount an expedition to Afhanistan as 
we leam i “Kabul and Beyond”, but sadly soon afier his arival he caught achill and 
died. Scin s sl buried there. The book concludes considering Aurel Stein's legacy. 
A Brief Chronology of Stein's lif events, a short glossry of Buddhist tems, notes 
‘and Bibliography and an Index complee th volum. 

    

  

  

  

     

  

The book is welillustrated throughout. Through day-to-day work with the Dunhuang 
manuseripts, organising the Silk Road exhibiton, and frs-hand knowledge of other 
projects, such as the cataloguing of Stein’s photographs in London at the Briish 
Library and Budapest at the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Whitild s aware of 
the latest developments in his fel. As a consequence she was able to show the e 
‘and most inereting llustrations in this volume: including & photograph of Stcin in 
His seventies n a flying suit (sbout to embark on an scral survey with the RAF in 
Irag), a recently discovered picture of Sicin ipping tca somewhere i India s @ young. 
man, his witng desk.decorated with flowers et ouiside his ten on Mohand Marg 
and a new colour image ofa Paradise painting rom the Britsh Muscu, rought bk 

in a very fragmented siate, and only restored in 2002. This very enjoyable and lavishly 
illustated book il appe 0 a wide eadership. 

  

  

      
  

  

(LRS) 

s  
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Turaing the Pages 
(CD-Rom. London: British Library, 2004, £9.95, available from the Britsh Library 
shop (www bluk) 

  

“This CD presents the famous copy of the Dismond Sutra known as the worlds” first 
dated printed book. Produced in 868 CE the sutra was found together with tens of 
thousands of manusriptscrolls in Case 17 o the Thousand Buddhas near Dunhuang, 
north-west China. Brought back to London by Sir Aure Stein, the sutra hs become 
well-known and has been exhibited in several major exhibitions. Apart fiom the 
frontispcce showing a Buddha assembly. i is not ilustrated, but is writen in very 
cear,cleary legible characters. On the CD-Rom is possible to unroll the scrol with 
the help of the mouse. An optonal text (also avilable s an audio failty) ives the 
basic background t0 the sutra and to manuseript production in Dunhuang. drawing 

I as the various sheets of paper being pasted together. A 
ingglass mode is avalabe allowin the viewer o zoom in (o stdy th detils 

er option is o click on the “Chant” bution. 
This will slowl unrllthe sutra whilst monks and nuns recorded in Taivan recte the 
enire text.Unfortunaey this option cannot be used together with the zoom. 

    

  

    

     

    

    

  

As part of the Briish Library’s Tum the Pages prject a simplifed version s also 
available on-line, but with less feature. This easy-to-use CD is a good buy not only 
for those who are iterestd in Buddhism and book printing, but alo for schools and 
courses teaching Chinese culture, s the use of a handscrol, a basic format of Chinese. 
paintings and manuscripts, i very clarly demonsirated 

    

    

(LRS) 

e Practice of Buddhist Wall 

  

Performing the 
Central Asia, 618-960. 
by Sara E. Fraser, pp. s + 342, Sanford: Stanford Uiversity Press, 2004, Hs pp. 

  

& in Ching and 

  

    

  

“This book is the result of over ten years of very close work it 

  

Dunhuang 
moterial. The core of this book is based on the author's PhD dissertaion, but she 

  broadencd hr orginal argument nto a much wider discussion sbout the beginnings of 
Chinese painting." Sarah Fraser s n an unprallled positon i the West o study the 
workshap practices of Dunhusng art. As the project leader and initator of 8 very 
successful digitisaion project she has had regular access 0 the caves, and her team 
used the most up-to-date technical equipment (0 photograph and reconsiuct the 
iternal decoration of some of the most important caves (See pp. 28-29 of this 
Newslete). n the book, which i wel llustrated, e can see glimpses of this (e 
plates 9 and 10 where “sculpture and backdrop [were] removed 10 reveal unobsiructed 
View of entire surface™), 

  

    

Even though the richness of the material found in Dunhuang Cave 17 (42000 
manuscript, hundreds of portable paintings). together it the thousands of wall 

7 Frsr, S bl The s Prctc in Tong Cin, 100k comrie, A Asbor, UNI, D, o, Unerity of Cafomi s Berkley, 199, 

%
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paintings in st is unequalld, and Fraser rghtfully emphasises thi, her core materisl 
remains vry limited (62 sketches and pounces -also known as stencils- n totl), 
‘which probably explains why they did not demand scholaly atention as @ group in 
the past. Some of the skeiches had been publshed or exhibited without much 
comment, and we have o thank Fraser for recognising ther importance. 

  

  

  

Instead of listing and investigating one-by-one al the sketches and pounces avalable 
Fraser concentrates in each chaptr on a different approach o explore the imporiance 
of theseftke studid works of at In the “Introduction’ Fraer defins the importance 
of the “Sutra Cave’ (Cave 17) in Dunhuang. From the stat Fraser also focuses 
atention o the proces of sketching, and the way sketches may reveal more sbou the 
act of pinting than fnshed works of . 

    

Chapter One is a very detaled and important study of the workshop practices in 
Dunhuang and the ret of China i the ninth — tenth centurics. The evidence from the 
Sl Cave shows tht an scademy was established soones than in the imperial capial, 
Kaifeng in 965 CE. The chapter concentates on the lile undersiood cconomic 
background of how such workshops may have operaed, studying the payments to 
artisans. Other evidence from manuscript is carefully analysed o undersand the 
status of atsans within local society. She investigate the position of the artiss as 
“labourers.” She also emphasises that many paintings were produced in sets: futher 
evidence of highly organised workshops. 

   

  
  

  

Chapter Two entiled “The Cognitive Practces of the Wall Painter” explores the 
possible function of the sketches, and Fraser concludes. that most of them were 
probably made as preparatory dravwings for the large murals. Her anaysis s very. 
thorough, but she has o admit that due 0 the lack of evidence it cannot be conclusve. 
She also introduces the “Magic Competion” a debate between Siripuira and 
Raudrikéa, the most frequently llustrated subject. The popularty of repeating the 
same subject again and again proves that the caves were decorated in 4 highly 
organised, systematic way. Fraser emphasises tha the use of prepartory skeiches 
meant tha the compositon could be easily fited o differnt shapes and sizes of the 
available wall surfice. Another ntresting idea explored in thischapter i that the free 
sanding templ buildings constructed of wood were the prototypes for decorating the 
caves. The cave ceilings ofien resembled wooden sructurs, and compa 
mode with local tombs. When considering the decoration of the celi 
introducs the important section on pounces. These were dotied with ho 
{ransfer the design o the ceilng or th side walls, 

  

    

  

    

  

(Chapter Thice considers the influence the Dunhuang sketches may have had on other 
monochrome paintings. Fraser studis in deil W Zonguan's The Star Gods. 
Procession (ca. 1050), and argues that it is a miriature version of a wll paining, 
paintd as a model o gain a paron's approva. She als briefly describes the Brish 
Museum sketches of the “Debate Between Vimalakri and Manjusei.” Finally in the 
secion entied “migrating motfs and styls,” Fraser looks at the way Tang moifs 
were used again and again i laer painting. Frase gocs as far a5 o suggest that the 
sketches had abig ol Lo play n transforming the acsthetcs o Chinese painting from 
colourful figure paining o the monochrome “uninished" stle of the ierat painters. 

    

  

  

  

a0 Taongi- Dunhuang i, adated o French by Piee Ryckmas: Pt monochromes 
e Duniwans, P, Lol Fringaie d Exvione Oren, 1978 

a  



  
CIAA Newsletter Issue #20 New Publications 

(Chaptr Four considrs the altogether different types of skeches that can be linked to 
banners. The Tantic diagrams represent yet_anather type of sketch, due o the 
extreme importance of fllowing the exact example of models. Chapter Five explores 
i great detal the important relationship t theoralradiion. Vitor Mair was the first 
o suggest that some Dunhuang paintings may represent tinerant monks who gave 
public readings of sura texts, and ever since then the links between bianhr 
[transformation paintings] and biarwen [ransformation tales] have been sudied from 
diffrent angles. Fraser concludes that it is elatvely easy to dismiss the idea th 
artiss themselves were reading the suas, 55 they were cleary utlising motfs 
developed inthe workshop for the rpresentaton of stories (p. 160), 

  

  

  

  Although the use of sketches and other visual models was almost defnitely 
Widespread. rescarch.presented clsewhere proves thot Dunhuang. artists were 
remarkably aware of suble changes inritual and the popular suta textsof the day.’ | 
‘am somewhat sceptical about the frotir-mentalty Fraser believes these sketches and 
the resuling wall paintings reflect. Fraser start the book with the listing of the 
donors in Cave 98 (Figure 1.1). Cave 98 is studied in detal as  typical example of 

the Cao family's patronage, but it s not mentioned tha “Lady Li the principal wif, 
portraed in the cave was in fact Usgur. As | have argucd clsewhere showing these 

natve costumes is evidence o the multicuturl climte of Dunhuang 
century. Clearly more rescach is needed o discntangle the many theads. 

od Silk Road art, and Fraser has produced imporant and hitherto 
unstudied evidenee (0 enable us o do ths. 

  

  

  

  

   
     

       

  

  Chaptr Six takes the whol argument nto an alogether new dimension, and explores 
the broader issue of spontaneity and sketching in ealy Chinese painting. This chapter 
makes the book relevant o all schools with a Chinese art course. Even if these 
complex ssues cannot be answered conclusively, Fraser puts them intoa e light 

    

Excellet appendices complete the volume, which compare the exact siructure and 
iconographic programme of several impartant Dunhuang caves, st of nearidentical 
banners are also listed. 1 would have wished for more detailed endnoles t times, with 
clearer references n order to facltte foture research. The book ha a detailed Index 
and Glosary. This is an enthraling and essential read for all of those who are 
ineresed in Central Asian art, workshop practices and Chinese painting. 

  

  

(A fll version o his review is goin 10 be published i the Joural ofthe Roval Asiric 
Socieny vl 13 isue 3. Nowember 2005) 

(LRS) 

  > For_example Yen Chirhurg dicusses how the changing onogrphy of Bhsisyapury 
eprescnaions reflctchanges i the s e, Yen Chibung: Bscapaguy of D, Univerity of London: SOAS, D diseraton. 1997 

Ll RSt Uyt Porongge n Dunhusr Reionl Art Cenres o the Nrthern Sk Road nthe Tenh Cenory, Leidn: B (i e, 7. 22, 308,239, 

    

a8



CIAA Newsletter Issue #20 New Publications 

  

by Chiistina Sumner and Guy.Petherbrdge. Sydney: Powerhouse Publshing in 
association with Lund Humphries (UK): 2004. Hb pp. 160, 100 colour and 20 bitw 
ilus, map, bibliography, index, £32.50 

  

This beauifully produced book i acatalogue ofan exhibition, which was th resut of 
a collaboration of the Powerhouse Museun in Sydney with major Central Asian 

ums. In the Introduction (pp. 9-16) Christina Sumner gives a vy personal 
I of her impressions of Central Asian culture and people, paying special 

1o Islamic and other influcnces, and in her own words “Decline, survival, 
of the ancient practices of traditional domesic crafs. According 10 her 

assessment e yearsof decine during the § here are signs ofa healthy 
vival especially in carpet-weaving and embroidey, although th lving ceramic 

radition of making coloured glazed wares s sill in danger of xtintion. 

  

  

    
      

   
      

  

  

“The frs halFof the book entiled “Flowers of the hearth” (pp 17-84) writen aso by 
Chrisina Sumners i devoied to textils. A shor summary of the history of textl arts 

in the region i divided into sub-sections including “Domestic contex! of production 
“Women, marriag 

  

  

      
producers and users of the textles, especially the embroideres known as suzanis. 
Other sub-sectons_investigate regional styes, the symbolism of the motifs, the 
materials used (cotton, silk and colour), th stitches used. A short secon eniitled 
“Men and entbroidery* introduce the professonal embroiderers who were princpally 
responsible for making the lavish gold thread embroidery (:ardizi), wsed for men's 
ceremonial robes. A short secton is devored to “Bukhara embroidery of the 180" 
writen by Koryogdi Jurayevich Jumaev. Pp. 33-84.is devoted t the caalogue: cach 
item hasa full-page ilustrarion allowing o show grat dtail, and shortdescrption 

  

    

    

“The second half of the book enttled “Flowers ofthe il” i devoted t0 ceramics, and 
was written by Guy Petherbridge. Sub-sections include “A brief history of Central 
Asian ceramics”, “Glazing styles” and “The potters” AKbar and Alisher Rakhimoy, 
themselves praiicing potters, wrote a short section on Uzbek.poters and their 
pracices (“The Uzbek.Kulol"). In the catalogue (pp- 99-152) very imporant carly 
‘xamples from the 10-13° centuies todsy in Ceniral Asian Museums,are contrasied 
with modem potiery (ofien fiom Petherbridge’s own collection). This ilusiates 

of shapes and technologies. All major types ar illustated: 
coloured glazes (e. mid-9" and 10° cenuury alkaline and lead-glazed 

carthenware from Samarkand, from the Samarkand Stte Museum of History and 
‘Architecture, Uzbeistan). puiting in mineral lips under  transparent glaze (sso 
from Samarkand). lustre wares from th lae 12° ~ cary 13" cemuries (excavated at 
Kalan Bolo, Isara distict, Sogd region and today in the National Muscum of 
Antiquitis, Dushanbe, Tajikistan), lead-glazed bowls dating from the 12005 o the 
14005 from the collction of the Academy of Sciences, Almaty, Kazakhsian and 
Chinese-influenced ware from the 1400s and 18005 from several museums. The lst 
scction ofth catalogue is devoted (0 more moden Central Asian potery trends, some 
illustating the practices of well-known poters. A Bibliography and Index complete 
this lavishlyilustrated volume. 

  

  

      

  

      

(LRS) 

¥  
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Central Asia Culiural Values, Vol 1, Number 2, June 2003 
by Gabrile Rossi- Osmida et al. Ppl 12, bétw llustrations and drawings, avilable 
from I} Punto Edizioni, Padus, aly, fx: +39 049 9345828 or 

ilpuntocdizioni @ilpunioedizioni . 

  

This new seres represents the English verson of the Russian Kulurie Zennost, 
published in St Petersburg on behalf of the Bibliotheca Turkmenica. As such, 
gathers several excavation reports from Turkmenistan writen by a number of 
archacologists involsed in the compuigns, thus transmittng valuable data otherwvise 
inaccessible tothose scholars ot fluent in Russi 

  

  

The frst. section features the preliminary report of the lalan 2000-2001 excavation 
campaign of one building databl to the late Islac period o Nisa-Mithradatkert, by 

o Lippolis (pp. 3-20). an aticle by Professor Pilipko on Omar-Kala silver 
old post-Kushan coins and the interpretatve problems of late Kushan coining. 
(9p21-34) and a hisorica survey by Kurbansakhatov on the centenary history of 
excavations and study of the North Mound at Anau, from the rchacological work of 
Komarow and Pumpely o the most recent developments (pp.35-52). 

  

      
     

  The second secton i devoed tothe setement of Adji-Kui and it excavation, started 
in autumn 2001 s a joint researh program promoted by the Minisry of Culture of 
Turkmenisian and the Ligabue Halion Rescarch Centre and led by Gabricle Ross- 
Osmida and Berdy Udeumuradov. The firtarile of this sction is co-writen by the 
w0 archacologiss (Ross-Osmida and Udeumuradov pp.53-94) and contains the 
major outcomes achieved in the hree first feld seasons in 2001-2002. The second 
anice deals with th osteological nd craniologicl evidence from the necropolis and 
the setllement area at Adji-Kui (Babakov, pp95-98), assesing the anthropological 
appearance of s peaple s resembling those from Gonur-Depe. and furher estifying 
the homogeneity o the population of ancient Margiana. Orazov Annemurad confines 
His analyss 0 three funeralcrypts and thei design, which seems significanly unique 
in tems of material of Central Asia during the 2* millennium BCE (pp. 99-105). 
These tombs indecd provide one of the carlest examples in the Bactrio-Margiana 
region of vauls with traverse nclined sectons. o type of vault used in the East and 
Known throughout the Near East from Ancien Egypi to Assyri. 

  

  

  

  

  

The last aticle presenis a study of the mineralogy of stone material (Bushmakin 
Anatol, pp.105-110),notin the presence ofsevera varietes of minerals not naive (0 
the ares and thus concluding that al jewelery so far discovered insitu, together with 
many other stone aricles, were manufoctred from minerals transported from far 
away, from either Afghanistan,Iran,Irag or India. 

  

  

The publicstion undoubtedly provides firs-hand data on new excavations in the arca 
at woukd otherwis b missed by many -if only published in Russian- and a such it 

is definitely worth chasing, especially for those nteresed in the archacology of 
Centrl Asia, 

  

  

(Dr Laura Vigo - independent researcher) 

Late Antiquity: A Guide to the Postclassical World 
by G, W. Bowersock, Peter Brown and Oleg Grobar (assisted by Michacl Gaddis, 

nifer Hevelone-Harper, Megan Reid and Kevin Uhalde). Cambridge MA and 
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London: Harvard-Belknap, 1999, . xii + 780, maps, b&w. and colour llustra 
abbreviations,lst of contributors, ndex. £29.95. 
  

‘An Islamicist and two Classiciss of arguably the most prestgious academy 
‘Americas, Princeton's Insitue of Advanced Study. have marshalled an auh 
compendium of scholaship on the Old World during Late Antiquiy: the 
between around 250 and 800 as a distinctive and quite decisive period of hisory .. 
[flor soceties as fo apurt as Scandinavia and the Hodramaw, Saharan Africa and 
Wester China were touched by events along that great are of imperially govemed 
socities and interacted decisively, a crucial moments, with those soietcs .. which 
ave proved, in the light of modern escarch, o be more continuous vwith cach other 
than we had once thought (p. ix)". Given the importance of this era in continuing 
escarch and as a thematic specialisation among Orientalists and Occidentalists, the 
ditors need not be at pains 10 underscore s relevance. On (wo count thi volume 
sands taller than other surveys. First, the balanced contibutions by inviting enties 
(some quite detaled) o aspects of Iranistics and Islamics, both of which concern his 
reviewer. And this includes not oly the Sasanians—o which one must also add the 
recently deposed Parthians for surely Late Antiquty could not have sartd on the dot 
in AD. 250—but also (fleetingly mentioned) Gupias as well as T'angs that vied with 
Rome and Byzantium s torchbearers of civilzaion. (Classciss and Medievalists 
customarily overlook them, the later including slamicists) Second, the Guide is 
prefuced by eleven reflective essays on salint themes by specialists who compel u 1o 
rethink “narative stercotypes that have weighed particularly heavily on our 
interpretaion of the period” (p. xi). Such an difying repast will be long savoured. 

    
    

     
     

  

     

       

  

  

  

®W) 
From Cyrus (o Alexander: A History of the Persian Empire 
by Piere Brian,tr. Peter Danicls. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbraurs, 2002. P, 1196-+7 
maps, 2 diagrams, 65 b.&w. illus., notes, abbreviations, biblography, 6 indexes. 
USS69.50. 

  

  

“The fist thing that needs 1 be said s tha this book s not what was announced n the 
press release at the beginning of this decade (0 the English reader. This reviewer, 
despite extensions in it released date, awaied assuaged by its advertisement s & 
comected, expanded and revisd edition in two volumes of the French one volume 
original, Hisoire de IEnpire perse: de Cyrus a Alesandre (Pars, 1996). Having 
reached an impasse sometime between the planning and production sage, it was 
decided 10 simply g ahead with an English translation. Wil both suthor and 
ransltor justify their reasons in separate prefaces—some of which,in faimess, arc 
ot uncompelling—i i disappointing. The translalors redeeming 50p that “hundreds 
of Classial references have been cortected” (p. xv) and tha, ime pernit 
could have been achieved, namely. inclusion of rcent secondary literature leaves one 
beguiled. Regarding the ltter one knows, despite staying abreast ofthe fied, that all 
published rescarch becomes dated. But does one assume then that not all of the 
classicl passages were checked against thir sources betwieen 1996 when an English 
edition was fist mooted and when it finally weni 1o press in 20022 It s al very well 
but not for those Orientaliss reared in the (eastem) classical tradition. Be that as it 
may, one welcomes what,at any at, i  stupendous contibution. 

  

  

      
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

51  



  
CIAA Newsletter I 

  

New Publications 

Lest the reader consider otherwise, this s asuredly the fin-de-siécle stdy on the 
Achacmenids. Pierte Briant, holde o the sole universal chair of Achaemenid and 
Alexandrine studies at the Collége de France, has_performed admirably. He is 
encyclopacdi. not only in depth, but signaly 100 in the spiri of his 

iapaleon prowd if called upon o prepare ke 
Silkestre de Sacy was a tableau générale for the Jnstitut de France in 1802. And 
while a reader might come away giddy at the scope of data marshalled, this s no 
dense pedantry: an unchariable. complaint_amang_ many an Anglo-American 
commentator against heavy-going Furopean works. Briant cschews quecring the 
historical pitch and frequently confesses that only so much can be extrapolated and 
thus interpreted. The narative s, as great works of synthesis ought (o be, dircet and 
sober. It shall be welcomed by students and scholars of alicd disciplnes for 
answering a paricular query: surveing the sate of scholaship; consideing potential 

research topcs discemable on practically every page: and consultng it sxty-ix-page 
biblography as a gide to further reading. 

  

      

    
    

  

   

  

  

®W) 

Art. An lustrated Guide to Buddbist Signs and Symbols 
ondon: Thames and Hudson, 2004 (st paperback editon). pp216, 

      

  

The present volume attempis o flfil the need for a basic guide (0 the arts of 
Buddhism. This task is quite challenging. as “Buddhist ar s not the product of one 
single, unified belif system. Nor i it the product of one nation or culture. Buddhism 
s a istory of ovr 2.500 years,and it ats have cxisted for almost s long, weaving. 

their way with monks and pilgrims across broad arcas of the Asian continent and 
across scas, intermingling with the existing arts and styls of the cultures they 
encountered.” Exploing the complex nature of Buddbist teachings and ther arts is 
ery intresting task, and this book helps in the exploration giving a sysiematised 
‘vide for this process, with the i of eading s readers towards “spirtal perfection 
through ars” (referring to the 9" century Japanese pries, Kobi daishi’s words) 

      
   

       
  

  

“The book inended 1o be a basic guide to Buddhist conography and symbolim, 
introducing many figures of worship. explains ther oigin, characters, atibuts and 
the areas they are most commonly worshipped. It also introduces the principal 
Symbols and objects used in Buddhist context. and explors several major Buddhist 

tes. withinformation about ther parons and thir princpal features. 

  

    

  

    
author gives a brief overview of the lfe of the Buddha, the 

emergence of Buddhism a5  rligion and the art forms rlaid to i, fist in Indi, and 
then the spread of hi religion and it ars throughout Asia. 

  

The book is divided into three mjor themalic secions: The Buddhist Pantheon and 
1t Iconography: Buddhist Signs, Symbels and Ritual Objects; Major Buddhist Sites. 

sch subject is mumbered for cros reference, and generally occupics 1% pages. one 
a descripton and explanation of the subject, the other with lustrations (bsically 

Jack and white photographs accompanicd by two-colour ine dravings illustating 
particular aspects of the figures, symbols or places being discussed). I s also very 
usefulinthis book that it gives the names of its subjects i seversllanguages, mainly 
Sanskrt, Tibetan, Chinese and Japanese, bul occasionally in Thai, Vietnamese and 
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Korean. At e end of the book thee s a Glossry of Key Buddhist tems, followed by 
2 Guide (0 Furthr rading and an Index.   

The Introduction discusses the Emergence of Buddhism and Buddhist Art in India, 
starting with the Stoy of the Buddha, then discussing the Early Developments of the 
Buddhist Faith, then tuming from religion 0 an, the author_iniroduces The 
Development of Buddhist Imagery in India. Then i longer chapter we can read 
about the Spread of Buddhism and its Arts discussing the areas of Sri Lanka, 
Soulheast Asia (Thailand, Cambodia, Burma (Myanmar), Indonesia), Central Asia, 
(China, Korea, Japan, Nepal and Tibet 

  

  

    

  

The Inroduction is followed by 44 entries of the Buddhist Pantheon and Iis 
Iconoraphy. discussin the identiy.the principal areas of worship, representatons 

W arributcs and other important informaton on the subject, The second section, 
Buddhist Signs, Symbols and Ritua) Objects numbers 29 enties, and finaly, in the 
hind section 14 important Buddhist sts ae described. 

    
    

  

T really useful tht the author offers furher reading, though it would be even beter 
if she gave references to her aricls, and references for her sources. It is most 
necessary for subjects where there are a considersble discrepancy in the existing. 
legends. In her entry for Bodhidharma (entry 28, pp85-87) the author mentions 
Bodhidhama's crossing the sea on a single reed, though in the Buddhist tradition 
from the 13* century onwards the textual sources speaking about him as crossing the 
Yangzi river on a reed, and not the sea. Howeer, i later tradiion (for example in 
18 century Korea) there e puintings of Bodhidharma with the inscrption saying 
“Bodhidharma crossin the sea”, though this is not an orthodox tradition, and coniing. 
from the origins of the visual representations of Bodhidarma, which . the 
iconography of Dacist immortals and ashas crossing the sea” 

  

    

   
  

  

Reading Buddhist Art s a very good reference book for arlovers as well as for 
readers interested in Buddhist teachings, who need an ntroduction (0 the principles of 
the relgion sl it is an essential rding for anyone with an nteret in Buddhism 
andisans. 

  

(Dr. Beatri Mecsi, Instinue of Art History, ELTE University of Budapest, Hungary) 

Dictionary of Hindu Lore and Legend 
by Anna L. Dallapicola. London: Thames & Hudson, 2004. Pb, pp. 
illus, biblography, index, £9.95 

  

This is the paperback editon of Dallapiccola’s handbook oriinally 
2002, Ina vry concise form it offers students and the genera reder a qu 
o over 1000 entries regarding the customs, aws, myhology, ant and proctices linked 
1o Hinduism, 

      

Bearix Mocs Wiy Bodhidhorma Cane 1 the Es: Reprseions ofthe st Zen Pariorch i 
"t i PAD-hess, Univeshy of London,Orcal 4nd Afcan Sidiss. Depstetof An 420 
Avchacoloy, 2005  
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I the Introduction (pp. 616) the uthor gives an introduction to the land, langusges, 
cultures and rligions o Indis, and the development of Hinduism. This is followd by 
hort sections on the culs of Hinduism, sacred ieraure, pilgrimage, Hindu myths, 
mythology and at, social sructure and Hinduism abroad 

     

  

The dictionary lists the enties in alphabetic order: rom abayamicra to yupa. No 
diacritcsare used, asthe book is aimed at the gencral public. Some enries are longer 
g Architecture (pp. 26-28), whilt th shorest are simply two lines. The book is 
llusrated throughout with smal black-and-white photographs and fine drawings. The 
end of the book has a lsing of the Principal Dymastics and Empires, a Chronology. 
and a Bibliography. Very useful i the listings of Subjects in English with the Sansk 
equivalents. 

  

           
     

This easy-to-use reference book i a very useul first-portof call o the vast subjectof 
Hindu iconography, and is a valuable handbook: for students and intrested individuals 
alike. 

  

  

LRS 
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OBITUARIES 

Professor James Harle 

This i an abridged vrsion of the Obitusry which appeared in The Times on 4 August 
2004 

  James Harle was keeper of Eastem art at the Ashmolean Museum for many years and 
alcading authority o the art of India. His paperback survey, The Ar and Architecture 
of the Indian Subcontinent (2986), remains 3 valuable resource for both th student 
and the informed taveler (o India 
An American by birh, Hark spent his cildhood in Paris and the last 50 yearsof e 
at Oxford. James Harle was bom in 1920 in Santa Monica, Califonia. His lter 
education was at St George's School Rhode Island and Princeton University where he 
eraduated in hisory and English in 1942. He then began four years® service as o 
navigator-bormbadier i the aviation branch of the US Naval Reserve, mainly in the 
Paci 

  

  

    
  

    

Retuming (0 Princeton, Harle undertook graduate studies in English. His var 
experiences had already awakened a strong inerest in he East, and in 1951 he visited 
India and experienced its at and architceture at first hand. While in Bomboy he 
received some Sanskrit lessons from a pandi and lter he studid Indo-European 
linguisics at Bloomington, Indiana. 

  

  

Harke’s carce a5 an Indologist ruly began in 1954 when, aleady in his mid-hitis, 
e went to Chrst Church, Oxford. to read Sanskrit and Pali. He gained firtclass 
honours two yearslater But alrady hi T shifted from langusge to the art of 
Indin, under the inspiring guidance of William Cohn, the eminent scholar who after 
the war reorganised the wniversity's Indian Insttut museu as a Museum of Esstern 
An, while aso csablishing the teaching of oriental art history at Oxford. Harle's 
doctoral thsis, on the imposing and elaborately sculpted. temple_gateways. of 
(Cidambaram, was late evised as Temple Gateways i South India (1963) 

    
              

    

He was appointed asistant keeper in the Museu of Eastem Artin 1960 — not long 
before the transfer of it collectons t the Ashmolean, where the present Department 
of Eastern Art was opened in 1963, He became keeper in 1967. and in the next 20 
years he did much (o enlarge and improve the Indian collction through judicious 
purchases, especally by adding 1 the important holding of arly Indian sculptue. 

  

His university lecture courses gave rise 10 & secand book, Gipta Sculprure (1974). He 
was then commissioned to write a new Indian volume for the Pelican (latr Yale) 
History of Art. Firs published in 1986, this lucid account of the mjor stylistc and 
regional traditons over four millenia is an incisively owlined and meticulously 
detaled distlation of his many years of study and travel. 

    

  

  

‘As  regular organiser of symposia on Indian ar, Harl helped to promote the subject 
in this country. He retied from the Ashmolean in 1987:  festschif n his honour 
appeared three years late. He served s president of the Society of Souh Asian 
Studies and the London Indian Art Circle. He was a trustee of the Ancinet India and 
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Iran Trust, Cambri 
Socity 

and more locall he became . pillar of the Oxford French 

  

James Harl, historian of Indian art, was bom on $ April 1920, He died on 27 June. 
2004, aged 84 

(Hilary Smith based on Andrews Topsfield's writing) 

Professor Jinos Harmatta (2 October 1917-24 Juy 2004) 

    

- the president of the Ausirian 
‘Academy of Sciences, called Prof. Jnos Hamatia “half a fculy in himsel” i his 

fatory speech, and it would be dificult to find more sppropriate words to 
characteise this eminent Hungarian scholar. Prof. Harmatta's scholarly activty 
embraced an admirably broad range of felds, from Finno-Ugian linguisics and 
Hongarian prehistory to Iranisic, classical philology. Indology. and Indo-European 
linguisic. 

  

To mention only some of his major contrbutions (o scholarship, he deal wih the 
Bactrian inseriptions in three monumenta studies (“The Great Bactran Insciption” 
in Acta Anigua Academiae Scieniarum Hungaricae (Acta Ant. Hung) 12 (1964), 
Pp. 373-471; “New Evidence for the Hisory of Early Medieval Northwester India 
Acta Ant. Hung. 13 (1966). 423-462; “Late Bactrian Inscriptons”, in: Acta An 
Hung. 17 (1969). pp. 297-430., examined the relations between ancient India and 
(China (*Sino-indica” in Acta Ant. Hung. 12 (1964), pp. 3-21.), wrote severalaricles 
on the sources of the history of ancient Ifan, the Middle East, and nomadic people 
living i Eastern Europe in the early middle ages (*Die parthischen Ostraka aus Dura 
Europos”, in Acta Ant. Hung. 6 (1958), 87-175 tun Inscription and the 
Introduction of the OId Persian Cunciform Script”, . Hung. 14 (1966). pp. 
256-284; Studics in th history and language of the Sarmatians. Seeged, 1970; De la 
question concernan Ia langue des Avars ; Inscrptions runiques urgues en Europe 
orientale, Tork Tarih Kurumu Basimev, Ankara, 1988.), and edited important 
Volumes ofstudies in the above subjecs (Proegomena o the sources on the istory of 
pre-lslamie Ceniral Asi, edted by J. Hammatta. Akodémiai Kiodo, Budapest, 1979; 
From Alesander the Great to Kil Tegin : sudies in Bactran, Pahlavi, Sanskrt 
Arabic, Aramaic, Armenian, Chinese, Tirk, Greek, and Latin sourcs for the history 
of pre-islamic Cental Asia edited by 1. Harmatta, Akadémia Kiadd, Budapes 
History of civilzations of Cental Asia. Unesco, Paris, 1992. ; vol 
development o sedentary and nomadic cvilizaions : 700 B.C. to A.D. 
Harmatta, co-cd. B.N. Puri). 

   
  

  

   

    

     
      

      

  

  

  

    

Prof. Harmata's career storied in diffcul times: ofter graduating i Classical 
Philology and Hungarian language and ierature in 1940, he was recrued and served 
as artlleryman unilthe day when he fel into capivity. Following the Second World 
War he habiltated in 1947, and became a lecturerat the Depariment of Indo-European 
Linguistics in 1952. In the following years he continued teaching at he same. 
depariment, for several years as head of department and then as professor emerius, 
uniljusta ew weeks before his deathin July, 2004 
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During his long carecr Prof. Harmatta partcipated in the activites of numerous 
scholary boards and societies: he was member of the Hungarian Academy of 

ences, corresponding member of the French and Austrian Academy, president of 
the Union Académique Intemationale, honorary member of the Socicas. Iranica 
Europaca, corresponding member of the Isitto per medio ¢ estremo Oriene and of 
the Société Finno-Ougrienne, member of the cditorial board of the Corpus. 
Insriptionum Iranicarum (Briish Academy), and was awarded numerous Hungarian 
and inermational honours. 

  

  

  

  

Prof. Hammatta taught generations of Hungarian indologists, iranists, and classical 
philologists. There are professors who beleve in the strict examination and close 
supervision of their students: Prof. Harmalta preferrd arousing our curiosiy about 
ancient cltures and seting an example of dedicated scholarship. His students often 

nced the joy of solving puzzles during i seminars, s if we had deciphered 
together the documents of bygone worlds, removed the dust togelher from the 

5 oflong lost culures. 

  

  

   

  

Prof. Hamatta represened the best scholarly quaities of the old school, such a5 
philologica accuracy and the exploration of intricate relaions among the mosaic 

cultures. As his students we always admired the facilty with which 

  

    

the legacy of Sir Aurl Stin in his rescarch work, for instance with interpr 
the Sogdian “ancien ltters” or Gandhari Prakrit documents discovered by Sici 
Innermost Asia.Just a Stein left no stone untumed i order 0 identfy the remains of 

temples and villages mentioned in the Chronicl of the Kings of Kashmir, in the same. 
way Prof Harmatta examined every single scrach of the inscription o be deciphered, 
and subjected every single word of therelic to thorough lnguistic examintion. 

  

  

    
    

“The long decades o Prof. Harmatt'sdistinguished scholarly carcer and his work s 
universty professor were an invaluable asset of bth scholars and students of Orienial 
Studies and Classical Philology. 

Dr. Csaba D 

  

5, Assistan Lecturer in Sanskrit, Departmen of ndo-European 
Studie, Eorvis Lordnd Universiy, Budapest, Hungary 
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ve #20 Lectures 

LECTURES FOR THE SUMMER TERM 2005 

    Wednesday.  “Early Buddhistarchi handong province” 
BJine2005 by Lukas chacology, Department of Art & 

Archacology. Chinese Heriage, Art & Archacology 
atthe Intituie of Archacology, UCL) 

    
   i Gallery 

“Buddhism in Od Termes* 
Tucsday by Dr. Tigran Mhatychey 
Shuly2005,  (Deputy Directr of 
630pm Moscow, Russian Fe 

fic Work, State Museum of Orental Art, 

  

   ation) 

Brunei Galley Lecture Theate, Brunei Gallery Building 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

  

If you would like to advertise in the 
new Journal of Inner Asian Art and 
Archacology, please contact us for 
the advertising rates: 
« full, half or quarter page 
« black & white or colour 
« publicity enclosures 
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