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EXCAVATION OF JANDAVLATTEPA, SHERABAD DISTRICT AND UZBEK- 
CZECH ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH IN THE SURKHANDARYA 

REGION, NORTHERN BACTRIA. 

by K. Abdulaev (Usbek leader of the Usbek-Czech Archacological Espedition) and 
‘Maste L Stanco (Czech leader ofthe Usbek-Czech Archacological Espedition) 

  

Season of 2002 

In October 2002, Jandaviat Archacological Expedition started it first field season. 
The team consisted of rescarchers from the Institte of Archacology (Samarkund. 
Usbekistan) and the Insttute for Clasical Archacology of Charles Universty in 
Prague (Crech Republic). The main dim of the expedition was (o investigat the sitc 

itself and s archacological area 

     
  

  

The site s situated 1o the souh of Seitabad village on the right bank of 
Sherabaddarya. This archacological sit was chosen for sveral reasons: its location 
and the size o the monument. Undoubiedly it s the largest archacological area in the 
‘Sherabad osis. s location on the main roa from Sogdia (0 ancient Termez and then 
o Balkh and 50 on, gave it & uniquely important and strtegic position. Evidently, 
antiquity the ancient city played a leading role on the Great Silk Road in the region of 
Sherabad Valley. The great layers of cultural sccumulation tesify 10 3 long and 
continuous period of occupation uni the It Kushan period. 

    

    

Jundaviatepa, as an outstanding site on the plain, has been fixed in the Table of 
‘Archacological Sites and onthe historical map.'Inthe carly 19705 the area of the sitc 
was invesigated, including  study of some of the mounds. Late, certain of the 
‘mounds were destroyed by work on 4 modem irigation system. I should be noted, 
for example, that Pachmakicpa,is a small culic consiuction of the Achacmenid 
period,excavated by Sh. Pdacv. 

    

On the sit in 1993 one field scason was conducted by the Uzbek German 
hacological expediton. The resuls were subsequently published by Huff in 1995 

and by Hulf, Pidaev, and Shaydullaev in 2001. A cut of the fortifcation wll on the 
souther slope of the castern side of the ravine showed cultural accumulations of 
Kushano-Sassanid, Kushan period, layers of Gracco-Bactran time, and  ceramic 
complex dating from the Achacmenid cpoch. The trench has not yet been folly 
excavated. Among archacological material from this scason there are numerous 
ceramics hat are however, characteristic for many sites of the Kushan period in 
northern 

  

  

  

  

  

    

Often, on the surface of the site there are Kushan and Kushano-Sassanian objects 
mainly in copper. Archacological complexes have given more. informative 
numismatic data including coins of the Gracco-Bactrians (Euthydemus). Heliocles 
(imitation of tetradrachm), Soer Megas, Vima Kadphises, Kanishka, Hovishka, 
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Vasudeva ctc." Among the temacotta figurines, o mle figure i long dress (caftan 
and other personages. are represenied with nude tonso decored on the breast with 
double omaments. The latter are clearly Indian i apperunce. 

    

Figure 1 Archacologicl rench, Jandaep, a1 24 

The Ushek-Crech expedition chose (0 excavate the following poins:arca 4 i located 
on the southeast angle of the site and appears (0 be associated with the gate of the 
ancient city.* Area 6 is locaied 10 the southeast of the geodetic point and presentcd 
‘massive elif (mound) o the 0p ofthe city wal. Area 7 s sitated a the footof the 
central mound, seven to cight metres south from the geodetic point. Arca § was 
chosen on the reltively flat par of the site 20 metres cast from area 6 and 
ypothetcally associated with a dweling block. AL the end of our fiedwork we put 
ogether the following piture. 

  

Inarea 4 (the gate), after cleaning the surface layer we discovered the contours of the 
city wall and some construction of the gale area. At the present time one can 
determine the direction of the entrance 10 the ancientciy v & vis the punds, with 4 
partof the road leading in  southrly dirction e, lowards the modem main route 
from Samarkand to Termesz. This may indicate tht the gate and the ancient caravan 
foute were orented in the same diretion. 

Inarea 6, a1 a depth of 80 centimetres from the surface we discovered fragments of 
walls (sbout 70 centimetres high) from dwelling consiuctions. The walls were 
erceted of mud bricks (3232412 centimetres). The ceramic complex revealed in this 
secton is characeristic for the late Kushan and Kushano-Sassand type (3d 1o 4 
century CE). It is posibl, that for the last period the forification wall lost its 
defensive function, because the dwelling consiructions cover the old wal. Howeer, 
this concerns the inal phas of the e of the city and a the present tme this op 
remains hypothetical 

      

  

  

Archacological works i area 7 evealed a arge wall from a monumental architectural 
complex. It was built of mud bricks (32x32x10-12 centimeres) on an anificial 
plform erected of similar bricks. Al the moment it is dificult 0 say what the     

"l P, Shaydllo 201 20 
o995 py26 273, e | 
T mamermon v with st o prev iy excvsed s   
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architcture was, but one can propose tha it was not an ondinary structure and it s 
ly possible that i was an adminisrative orrital centre. Ao in tis section were 

discovered several tombs of the late medival perod. They contined o funerary 
objects, and th deceased were buried in a norhern orentation with their heads urned 
1o the west. The more inerestng fnds in area 7 were the hir-pin in ivory with 
varied decoration of heads and a fibula in the form of 4 moon crescent which has 
analogies in Roman archacology. Present i the masonry of a wall was one Bactrian 
coin. The obverse shows the bustof  ruler acing rght, wearing a helmet i the form 
of anclephant head. The type is close Lo porrits of Demetrios 

      
     

  

Area 8, as we suspected, was a quarter of the ordinary type. Here we have traced the 
dweling construction in mud bricks of the same dimensions as have been menioned, 
Two copper coins were found i the Kushan period layers, namely a Huvishka-type. 
with a sated figure ofthe king with crossed legs, and a coi of Soter Megas. 

Ceramics from all areas share the same characteristics, and are typical of the other 
archacological complexes of northern Bactia The whecl-made table potery pre 
a igh quality production of ewers and bowls,pltes, basin of runcated cone profie 
“The majority are decorated with stamped ormamentation such s palmelto, osete or 
other designs.  Another popular motf is 4 zigzag.in combination with conceniic 
Tines. Superficallayers'complex can be dated t circa 3d 0 4th century CE. 

  

  

Season 2003 
Archacological works of this year concentratd in arcas 7 and 4, This season, 4 new 
are for excavation was also begun: area 2A. Here a stratigraphic trench a the north- 
castem part of the st placed close o the old trench of 1993 (area 2) was dug. The 
el in this section presents  sope of th ravine tha was formed by the washing of 
Rin waler running from the site. As distinc ffom the old rench the new one was 
Widened (0 5 metrs. In this way we coukd trace the inerior face of the city wall 
‘which was fixed on the od rench and observe the culural accumulations in the inner 
space of the ciy 

    

The strtigraphic trench revealed a very thick accumulation of late Kushan and 
Kushano-Sassanid layers about 250 centimetres decp. Below them were Yuezhi and 
Saka layers, about 150 centimetres deep. From this point (400 centimetres from the 
Surface of the trench) Graeco-Bactrian layers begin. Cultural accumulation of this 
period s about 200 centimetres deep. Below this again, were layers of carly 
Hellnistic and lte Achacmenid period (55-100 centimetres deep). Al the present 

e excavation of the trench has not been complted and we siopped at this level 
because of the end of the season. During excavation of th trench we have recovered 
tich archacological material. It includes. the complexes from all of the above 
menioned periods, ceramics (ofien whole vessel), cois, stone objects, temc 
igurines, arow points, clay weights for the oom, beads, and more. 

  

  

  

  

  

Of particular inerest is 3 temacotta representation of a female divinity (fgure 2). 
Unfortunately.only the upper par of the figurine is preserved. and it s diffcult 0 sec 
the detsils because of the poor quality of the clay. However, some very important 

clements sllow us 0 suggestthe atribution of this image to the Goddess Nana, The 
clongated form of the face with slaning eyes and brows, a small moulh with plump 
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Tips relte this figurine to the widespread type of femsle representations in northern 
Bactria" The haintyle i o  short,siraight,syle. There i an object in the shape of 
erescent moon on the top of the head. I the cente of the horms of the crescent is a 
Found relef which corresponds (03 soar symbal. From these symbols rdiating lnes 
disperse. An unclea relif on the breast appears 0 be of a smilar mif, bu the right 
hand holdsan indistinguishable atribut, 
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5 
Figue 2 Temcos figur of female with esddress,Jandaviatiepa s 2A. 

  

Aniher fragment of a erracotta figurine (fgure 3) shows a female head with some 
different characteistis. First, the eyes have  horizontal and large form. Sccond, the 
hairstyle s shorter, and there is o headdress. However, one can detect several 
common elements. For example. the straight hair culat the kevel of the chin,the same 
val shape ofthe face and smll mouth. It i ineresting tht crescent moon appears 
on the forchead in relie, This is probably & pendant or (ttoo, There s no doubt that 
these two images belong 10 the same figurativ circle and are images of the Goddess 
Nana. As or the daing, the first figurine can be dated t the sccond half of th Ist 
century BCE, whilethe sccond one hs been found in the complex withcoins of Vima 
Kadphizes and Kanishka, meaning tht this teracota head can be daid (0 the It o 
2d centries CE. 

  

  

  

      

  

    

Figoe 3 Temcots fure,femse, anda atpa srca 24 
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Of further iterest was a bronze buckl (fgure 4) decorted in steppe nomadic tyl. 
T the same ayer, 4 erracotta figurine of & rider was found (igure ), it was modelled 

in a primitive mannecr. A group of ormaments i sen es. glas and metal 
were gathered during excavation. Beads of glass past in different colours, a bead in 
the form of a scarain lapis Iazul,a faceted amethyst and other ormaments were also 
found 

  

    
  

   
Fiure 5. Temacotsfigrine of arider, Jandavltea arcs 20 

Numismatic material, apart from Kushan coins, consst of one square copper coin of 
Eucratides: on the abverse is & elmeted head i profile 1o the rght, on the everse is 
an unclear depition of Dioscurl. Two copper imilaions of tetrdrachms of Heliocles 
were found (fgure 6). O the obverse of one of the coins s  clear portra of the king 
in diadem facing righ, while on the obverse, a sanding figure of Zeus, the nscription 
is in o vertical lines reading: BAZIAEOE HAIOKAIOYZ and in a horizonial 

line only .AL..is preserved. Judging from the reaisic manner in rendering and the 
form of the “sigma’ this imitation belongs 10 an early type. Oth 
specimens of Kanishka, Huvishka, and Vasudeva. 
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Figre 6 Reves of sn niation Helloles trdrch,Jandvlaieps s 2A. 

Of the abjects revealed, ceramics count among the most umerous, and thy refectal 
the periods of habitation of the ancicni city. We uncovered a very ich collction of 
ceramic forms from miniature dishes (o large jas: the majorty of which were wheel 
made. Decorations were made using several different methods, including inciscd 
concentric lnes, and zigzag combinations. This omamentation was used by poters 
over a long period of time and was most popular i the pre-Kushan and Kushan 
periods. From the late Kushan period a characteristic relief applicaion, often in the 
Shape of 3 lion's head was scen. The stamped omamentaion consists of difercnt 
vegetal and geometric motifs and was very popula in Kushan and late Kushan (3rd to 
fourth centurics CE). For the Saka and Yuezhi periods the presenc of grey and black 
clay pols are characteristc. This tradition comes from the late Hellenistc peiod. 
Generally, the same forms were produced in the Gracco-Baciran and carly Hellnistic 
periods. The production of this ime i distinctive i tshigh qualty. 

  

    

Archacological works n arca 7 were continued. The area of excavation ws increased 
10 the castern and southern sides of the old plot After fixing the discovered tombs of 
the late medieval period the diggings were continued 0 a deeper level Here the 
platform was cleancd, and ws revealed o be & continuation of the platform excavated 
during the preceding scason and was buill of mud bricks (32632112 centimetres). 
Limited work was conducted in the previous sectons (7A and 7B). The wall (W1) 
was_cleaned, revealing & compact construction which had fllen in a westerly 
dirction. The mud bricks are inact and measure 32x32x10 centimetres. Inarea 7B, 
we remved a thick lyer of accumulation, fevealing the flo which was made of 

e wash (preserved only in some parts). Not many artfacts were found on this 
vel. Howener, thee were several fragmens of one storage pot (pirhos) with  small 

samp (of & gem) in the shape of a deer on the rim. Curiously enough. anoth 
fragment of thispios was found i the same area about one metre higher. The other 
pice of evidence that the layers are mixed is the coin o the Gracco-Bactrian king 
Demetrios which was found in this square lat year in the layer of the lte Kushan 
period. The previous year's work in area 7 revealed several haipins which arc 
decorated with various moifs. Judging from the fine preservation of the yellowish 
matt colour, the pins were made of vory. 

  

  

   
    

  

   

Our opinion about the monumental characer of the consiructions in this secton is 
confimmed by the wellpreserved wal (height 150-170 centimetres) and the luge 
anifical plaform which may belong (0 an outof the orinary architectural siucture 

ive or cullic cente 
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Earlier work in area 4 revled the gat area of the ancieni city as mentioned sbove, 
distinguished by the el of the surface and orented t the south towards the moder 
route of Samarkand-Termes. In 2003, rchacological work concentrad on the top of 
the fortificaion wall that was associated with the relief of the gate area. Here the 
exteror fagade of the city wall was cleaned and the contours of rectangular towers 
were discovered. At he presenttime t i (00 carly (0 say anything aboutthe detais of 
these consructions and. measures because they have not yet been fully studied 
archacologiclly. 

  

  

  

  

  

Archacological investigations in 2003 therefore cleary demonsirated tha it would be 
fruitul (0 forher excavate Jandavlattepa, which i clealy one of the largest sites on 
the mid course of the Sherabaddrya 
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‘THE TETRADRACHM OF SELEUCOS I FROM SAZAGAN REGION OF 
UZBEKISTAN 

  

    

   
   

    
    

   

                    

         

   

  

    

    

  

      

     

    

by K. Abdulloe, . Franceschini, A Raimadow Instiute of Archacology, 
‘Academs of Sciences of Usbekistan, Samarkand, Usbekistan and. 

University of Bologna) 

During archacological rescarches conducted by the Uzbelk-Ialian jont expedition in 
the area o the Sazagan seulement in the Samarkand region of Uzbekistan, a silver 
etradrachm of Seleucos | was discovered. This find unusual for the region, presnts a 
subject for further enquiry. However, before 3 detailed analysi of this coin is 
conducted, it scems very imporani, 10 provide . descripion of the gencral 
charactersics of the region and associted archacologicl sts. Geographiclly. this 
one is surrounded by spursofthe Zerafshan iver. The setlements discussed here are 
located at the foot of Mount Karatepa. The populace are primarly occupied with | 
stock breeding and 10 a leser exent, agrcultre. A picturesque view of the Zerafshan 
oasis opens out from the foot of the mountins, and extends from east (0 wes along 
the flood plins of the ancient Central Asia river Zerafshan. The region of Swagan, 
includin the foot of the mounains, i one of the most ancient plces of habitution, 
including the origins and development of a_prehisoric culture, Thanks 0 
archacological rescarc i possible o deine a disine “Sazagan Culure’. Specialists 
from Samarkand Univerity have discovered preisoric sites of Mesolithic and 
Neolithc cultures. Recenty uncarthed Bronze Age remins tesify 0 the continuous 
importance of this region 

        

  

  

An important peculisity of the geography tha has influenced the culuresof this zone. 
s it ocation at the exremity of an oasis which is closed in on the south by 
mounains, and on the west by a wide steppe extending, in antiquty. (0 the Karsh 
ousi. This extension had 4 few pastoral setlements, and was 4 border or “contac 
zone Yinking the flourishing oasis with the nomadic sicppe people. An indication of 
the characer of the contact i the presence of numerous tumuli (urgans). They are 
located, in arge part i the zone described above. Along with the Aurgans,ther are 
also_setlement remains. The Aurgans were investigated in the 19605 by OV 
Obel'chenko. 

  

  

  

  

“The 2003 Uzbek-alian Expediton worked inthe same region. Three Aurgans locaed 
at Boysaryepa were excavaed by one of the groups of archacologisis. The site 
Boysaryiepa presentsisel at th foot of the mounain.prolonged from south to north 

e deflection t th east i the shape of a small hil (350 metres long, by 150 
metres wide, and sbout S0 metes from the illae). The surface of the hill s covered 
wilh numerous kurgans, forty of which are located in an nteror space formed by a 
stone “wall" The majority of these kurgans scarcely rise abov the surface and they 
are apparenily dispersed without order throughout the arca. On the surfce of the hill 

      

  

  

  

0
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are races ofthe restof the base of a stone “wall". This “wall” whi 
certain setions, has arectangular shape and extends along the hill, 

    h can be traced in 

  

      

Figue 1. Secton of Kurgan . 

The coin was found during the excavation of Kurgan N3 (fgure 1). The kurgan is 
circular in form with a 4.5 metre diameter and a depth of 2.8 metres. Beneath the 
embankment (erecion) the dromos was cleancd, and found io lead into 4 catacomb. 
‘Among the inventory are the fragments of 4 jug of one handle and 3 pot. It is 
necessary 10 note that the Aurgan cut through the cultural accumulations, which, 
according o the ceramics, belong (0-an caly period. The majority of the ceramics at 
this layer are made of rose-coloured cly. The vessel forms of biconic and cylinder- 
conic profiles are excuted in high quality. The coin was discovered in this layer 
which is between 40 and 70 centimetres thick, and extends from 3.50 10 6.70 metres 
decp. It has been diffcult 0 race any srchitectural remains associated with this layer. 
Evidently, the culra layer, when traced within @ large arca, i tha of a delling. 
However, it scems unclear, due (0 the abscnce of any construcion, except for the 
Fange of stones resembling & “wall. Theoreticaly, such a siuation could have arisen 
if the dwelling were a mobile consiructon such as a nomadic yur. In any case, it is 
dificult to draw any conclusions at this point. The laer includes ceramic fragments. 
of the forms with typical profles which are characeristic for the ate Achaemenid 
period. 

   

   
  

  

  

  Figure 2 Obvers o tctradrchn, (dmeter: 0.4 26 0. thicknes: 01, 
e 16971 hgnment of s 180 prseration s o, 

Con circeha concave-conves hape snd vl form, 
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On the obverse (figure 2), the head of Hercules (AlexanderHercules) wearing a ion's 
ead is in profile 10 the right. The head s treated n a plastic manner, with the detils 
accurately exccuted. On the lower jaw  sharpened fang is depited. At the angle of 
the jaws the car of the personage is shown. Certain deais of the lion's head are 
treaid using small dots,the nose. for example. Two of them are stamped separaely 
o the head and over the forchead with one dot over the car. The mane is depicted in 
the shape o long locks nd short curls with tuned ends. The upper jaw is als trated 
‘with short curs The body ofth lon s ted n a ko, with the pavs hanging down. 

    

ap - samem————— 

  

Figure 3. Reves o tctradrochm. (diamcter: 9.4 26 Omm, ticknes: 301, 
‘et 16975 agnmentof i 10 presevation s g 

Coin cirele b  concve-covex hupe nd val form. 

On the revers o the coin (figure 3. in the centre of the composition there is the 
seatd figure of Zeus on the throne facing lef. The head i n profile, the toro i three 
quarter view. The hair s reated in rlief raming the head, with long locks hanging 
down the figure’s back. The right hand is stretched out, holding an cagle, which is 
facing the personage. The figure's left hand leans on  long scepire, creatd using 
small dots, and is capped by a tefol. The lef leg rsts on a support, while he right 
one leans on th foot.From th righ hip the end of the cloak hangs down. The throne 
i shown with crosed planks. On the upper par ofthe throne a fac is depitcd. and 
the legs of the throne are decorated. Between them there i a row of dots. Under this 
scene is a monogram. Below that is another line. Another monogram s placed on the 
left, under the hand holding the cagle. In the Iet fild s & tmed up anchr. Below 
a,on the lef, on the level of the support i a figure of & grazing miniaure horse 

  

    

     

  

The legend oceurs in two locations, one in the space between the dots and the 
alline, *BAZIAEQX". and the other 1o the right vertically ‘SEAEYKOY".    

“This i the frst time that a coi of thi type has been discovered in an archacological 
10 the monograms, the tetradrachm was 

issued in Ecbatana and i classified by the scheme of E, Newell 
a chvonological frame circa 293:280 BCE. According to Newell's definition, a 
monogram in the shape of two harizonial lines and a semiciele over the upper lne, 
with  triangle placed between them, i characeristic of the Ecbatana mint, I i traced 
in group A: tetradrachm, nomber 480, drachm umber 481, hemidrachm number 483 
in group B: tetradrachm with the name of Alexander number 485: in group C: 
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tetradrachm with the name of Alexander number 491: group D tetradrachm with the 
name of Seleucos numbe 493, 496-497. The second monogram on the Sazagan coi 
which i placed betwer th legs of th throne i elaively are. I can be secn on the 
tctradrachm with the legend of king Seleucos in group C, according 1o Newell 
number 492, 

  

  

Finds of Seleucid coins, during the last ten years, have occurred relatively ofien in 
Centrsl Asiaic numismatics. Out of occasional finds the coins found in 
archacological layers 10 the north of the Oxus have an exclusive importance 
Discoveries in exact locations rise the problem of the chronology of the coins. The 
principal meaning of these copper coins demonsiries a small change in the inner 
markets (0 the north of the Oxus. Unexpecied discoveries in Sopdian numismmatics 
were the finds n the Sazagan and Jam arcas. In Jam, 3 tetradrachm of Atiochus was 
uncarthed. Another remarkable find was a hoard of Seleucid coins, also from the 
‘Sazagan area. The composiion oftis hoard, unfortunately, remains unpublished. It s 
only known that cerain tetradrachms (Antiochus) have: appeared in the antiquites 
marketin Urgut, i the Samarkand region. 

  

  

  

RETHINKING OF THE ORIGIN OF THE HEPHTHALITES (WHITE HUNS) 

by Prof. Yu Taishan, History Insitte, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. 
Beijing. China 

ntroduction 
“The oriin of the Hephthalits has lon been the focus of debatcs within the academic circle of Cenial Asian Studis, resohing i umcrous hypotbeses. Throughout Chinese hisory there were various hypothescs. suggesting thal the Hephihaics belonged to the Gaoehe A, Cheshi MR, the Great Yucshi KA, of 
Cangia" RUE) groups. Westcm histoians however have trdiionally bl the Hephihaltes were descended from the Huns. Sic century both Asan and Wester scholars ave conducid considerable sudics i this 
{ild, 2ome insisting on he ol hypotheses (exceptng he Sogdian onc). while others devcloped new hypotheses, including placing ihe Hephthahs wilhthe Rouran 7% (Rury 9. Mongolan, Turkic. Iranan, Yuctan A8 o other groups. Modern 
Scholars coniinue 10 wark out . gencsiogy and th orgins of the Hephhalis Howeter, as | mentioned n my book Stdies on he History of the Hephalis,none 
ofthese hypotheses ar withoufult. 

  

      

    
    

  

Basing. my rescarch on anslysis and criticism of competing hypotheses. 1 have 
determined that the Hephihalites belong (0 the Yifu Z3. a branch of the Xiarbei $15 
nomads. This docs appesr to be the most convincing hypothesis of them al. However, 

1 published the book a couple of years ago. some problems had not yet been 
. In particular, 1 id notpoint out the origin of the Yifu - who although 

‘ssociated with China and belonging o the Xianbei, were actally migrants from 
ryo WA, (a Korean Kingdom. in the region of present day North Korea and 

the Chinese province of Ligoning). In his paper | wil describe addiional points 
ng the ori Hephialites in the hope of introducing 4 new approach 

< sudy of the Hephihaltes. 
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Textual Evidence 1 “The Yifu clan was  branch of the Tuoba Xianbei tribes 
Acconding 10 the Weishu AR (History of the Northem Wei Dynasty. 386.534). 
Guanshizhi T . chapier *Yifu clan changed thir sumame 0 Yi". The surname Yi 
was one of the “core surmames" of the Tuoba Flk. I is thercfor clear that the Yi 
family were the Yifu clan who were  subgroup of ihe Tuoba Xianbei. According (o 
the Weish, Biography of the first emperor Tatzu A, ‘In the filh month of, the 
firstyear (386) of Dengguo 18 ers, Hou Chen. the gencral of Hufuhov, and Dai 
the general of Yifu, absconded." This suggests that the Yifu clan were already 
Subordinai 0 the Tuoba Xianbei ribes s caly as 386. 

   
  

  

  

  

I The Yifuclan nth westof Naniang WK 
Accotin 10 the Jns B, Biogrphy of Tufa W RBA, “Th King Wogu 
ey oo e Vi o Zhesos R e, an o s gemeral S S B0 bk o s Linchussoio M8 st s Capil” Ansher bl bok, i SR o s i ot the 30y (359 ofthe Ty A 7 ry of Emperor Xinowuds 3 f e Jin 8 Gty mcnton ht o i 3 Zhue s wee ot ekl 0 e sk of 0 T (Tufy wie'. the. gamhon Lsnchuanbi was . Hoangahong, modern Gigha Proviace 
Funthermore, according (o the Jinshu, Biography of Rutan 1, “The king Rutan 
plad 0 invade the Yifu of the wel. ..o he took seven thousand soldier o attack 
Vifu'and conquered them greaty, thercby gaiing four hundred-thousand head of 
catle” Meamwhie, the Zichitongian records tha his happened in 414, the tenth year 
of the Yix IR era of Emperor Andi 527 o theJin dynasy 

  

  

  

  

  

From these documents we determine that the Vi tibe nhabited th regions west of 
Nanlian. 
I The Yifu were of the same origin ssthe State of Yifuds in the north of the 

Kingdom 
According 0 the Weishu, Record of Tuyuhun 8 478, 

“Inthe norh o the Tuyuhun Kingdom,thee s a sate called Yifudi Z38 R, with similar customs 1o Tuyuhun, for nstance. people know nothing 
about grain, but fve o fish and vegeiables B 7 

  

  

el i sae sl book.the Togdian B, the ssh hape of Fronies efence MBS reconds that the =   

i Stte sitated in the nothof the Tuyuun Kingdom, ws known 
by the Laie Wei people. It hasa huge lake clled Quiar B (in present 
day Qinghai Province). mr than one thousand I in diameter. Along the 
Tk are thousands of vilages, Where people have similar cusioms to the 
Tuyuhun, such as knowing nothing about grain, but lving on fish and 
vegetables.” 

Here we must note that geographically, the region north of the Tuyuhun Kingdom is 
alsodiretly west of Nanlang. 

‘According 0 the Beshi, Biography of Queen Yifu of the Northern Wei, “The. 
ancestor was a genersl of the Tayuhun: who lved in Qinghai and was appois 
King of Qinghai" Taipingulan XFRI. chapter 104 quotes both the Houseishi 

iphy of Emperor Wend; (husband of Queen Yifu).both of which Y. Therefor it i lear that the stae of Yifudi was exablished 

     

  

efer o the Yifu s   

1
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by the Yif tribe, who were defcaied by Tufa as described sbove, and that Yifu is 
shortencd name for the Yifudi. However, we have (0 be aware thit the i fumily of 
the Tuaba Xianbed did ot solely originate rom the Yifudi of Qing 

  

IV Yifu and Qifu were of the same origin. 
According  the Weishu. Guansizhi chapte. “The Qifu anily changed their sumame 
o Vifu" In the same book, Biography of Erzhurong MA, “The Qifu Moyu SHR 
% clanrebelled against the state and kilked the local official.* This shows thit he Qifu 
lan exised smon the Tuoba Xianbei of the Norhern We, coinciding with the Yifu 
clan,als of that time and geographical locaton. 

  

  

  

V. Yifu s it appears in various textual sources 
“To fuher complicate the mater of the orgins of the Yi, or Yifu, people, they are 
referrcd 10 by several different wrilen names appearing n the variows texts. Yifa was 
pronounced [Kietbiuet], but writen in slighily diferent Chinese characters, such a5 
ZR.ZER Z5 K. E8. 0%, 2R 

  

  

VI The migration of the Yifu clan 
Acconding 1 the Beishi, Biography of Yifu Lang, “His ancestor was from Northezst 
China. The Yifu family served o clan leaders for many generaions. During.the 
Northem Wei Dynasty they followed the Xianbei people and migrated (o Dai ¢ 
(present Manchuria) and lived in Shangle =M." According (0 tis descripton. the 
original home of the Yifu can be traced to present day Lisodong 3 

  

     
    

According t0 the Jinsu, Biography of Qifu Guoren B 'Qifu Guoren (CE 2 
388) was cthnically Xianbei, coming from Longsi B (present wesiem Gansu 
Province). 

  

“Long, long ago. thre were thece trbes called Rufusi S, Chulian 
38, 1nd Chilu . who migrated from the north of the Gobi desert (o Yin 
Mountin L. On the way they met  huge beast. The beast looked like a 
heavenly tortose and was as big as a hill. People were frghtened and 
offered a horse as sacrfice (0 the beast, praying i you are a good spiit please open up the way: but if you are an evi 

e away.” . “The beast vanished immediately. y lay ther 
Instcad. Al tha time,a single onely old man from th Qi tibe sough to 
‘adopt thi baby boy and the others greed. The old man was very pleased 
hathe had finally 20t a son on whorm to rely. and named the baby Hegan 
1M, which means “reiable’. When Hegan was ten years old. he was 
brave and £00d i rding horses and shooting, and able 10 draw 3 heavy 
bow 250 Klograms in weight. The people admired his masculine power 
and voted him as hei leadr, iving hi the tille Tuoduo Mohe (3. 
Khan of Qifu. Tuoduo means “half god. half man'. s descendant 
Youling (588 was the great-grea grandfather of Guoren.” 

  

  

    
  

  

“This legend also appears in other writen ecords, 
Acconding o the Jinshe, the biography of Qif Guoren, *Youling ruled fve thousand 
families in China at the beginning of the Taishiera (265), Saibei period. 
Language 
According (0 the Weishu, the chapter of the Western Regions, the language of the 
Hephihalies was very diffrent from Gaoche Rouran and other Wu ethnic groups. so 
that theie anguage must have been unigue. probably a mixed langusge wing Korean 
and Xianbei terms. According (0 the Liangshu, the biography of Huaguo, ‘the 
Hephihalte” language can be undersiood alter iranslations by 4 Tuyuhun.” Why 
could the Tuyuhun' understand the Hephihalite langusge? Because’ in’ part the 
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Tuyuhun inhabited o region neighbouring the Yifudi State. but mainly duc 10 the 
supposiion tht the Tuyuhun themselves were originally from the castern branch of 
the Xianbe, and had long exablished relaionships with Koreans. and thei langua 
From a linguistic point o view, the ability of the Tuyuhun 0 understand and translaic 
the Yifudi language indicates ihat the (wo groups had common origins in 4 region 
‘contemporancousy inhabited by Koreans. 

  

  

  

Customs & Religions 
“The Hephihalites used rank tils such as leader Khghan, queen Khotan, king Yehu, 
and general Teing, Their burial ceremonies included cuting the face and ears, and 
human sacrific, which Were the common customs among other Alai ribes. This 
suggests that the Hephihalites and the Yifu Xianbei were thnically of the same orgin, 
Allhough the Yifu can be traced back 1o the region of Korea, teir cullure was 
strongly influenced by the Nomadic ribes. from Northeast Asia and North Asia, 
paricularly the Xianbes 
When the Hephihalites occupied Central Asia, Zoroastrianism was the dominant 
religion, and it s apparent tht hre 100 there i also a link with the Yifu. A section of 
the Yifu was originally from Jiewu and were funaical Zoroastrians. During the Saibei 
period. this group strongly nfluenced the ret of the Yifu. I i plausible tha during 
this tme, given the migration of the Hephihalits,there was now a cohabitation, and 
therefore sisong influences coming from Iran through Central Asia, This docs not in 
any way affect my_hypothesis of the probability of the easten orgins of the 
Hephitalics. The origins of the Hephithalites were with the Yifu Xianbei, who had 
their origins in north-caster Ching, in the region siraddling the Yalu river. This 
region. n the 3th and Sh centuris CE was part of the Korcan Koguryo kingdom, and 
is oday inhabited by ethnic Koreans residing in China, and (o the south of the ive, 
the People’s Republic o Korea 

  

‘The Archacological Evidence 
In 1973, a Northern Wei tomb was excavated at Leizu Temple, near Guyuan couny. 
Ningia Province. The most remarkabl item of this discovery is hat the husband’s 
wooden colfin was decorated with lacquer. Although pat of the coffin had been 
damaged when drillng a well, most of the lacquer decoraion was epaired andis now 
preserved. The coffin was daid to betvicen 477 and 49, during the Taihe eraof the 
Northern Wei, 

I notable tht the tomb occupant, shown on the front of the coffn, wears a Xianbei 
costume and sits cross-legged on & couch, holding a winc cup in his right hand and a 
small circular fan in his left hand. Some scholars regard his gesture as being o 
Hephthait style, since it reclls the mural painings from Balalyk-Tepe, Termez in 
southem Uzbekistan,dated also from the St 10 the 6 centuries. The moral depicts a 
banquet of Hephihalite aristocrs, several of whom are siting cross-Jgaed. holding 
wine cups in hei ight hands and smal ircula fan i thic e hands. Ineresingly, 
both depicions show the cups elgantly clasped, with the small fnger extended. This 
resemblance clucidates the  pictorial representation, showing. that the Xianbei 
nobleman of Northern Wei was influenced by Hephthalite customs, although some 
scholarsargue tht the finger gesturerepresents  Persan influence and not that of the 
Hephthalies. 

  

  

In my opinion,athough th overall styk of the Guyuan coffin demonsiraies a Penian 
influence, the unmistakable extended-finger gesture links thiscoffin (0 the murals at   
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Ballyk Tepe. Forthermore, the gesture has not been found in any. surviving 
depictions of  Persian banque. Intrestingly. this gesture can be alo seen on the 
Sox   banquet depictions from Panjikent moral paintings,dated from the 7h 1 the 
8th cnturics, which are supposed to show Hephuhalte influence, a the Hephhlic 
dominated Sogdiana during the Sh and 6th cenuries. 

  

  

1 is most Tikely that the owner of the Guyuan coffn was of the same org 
figures from Balalyk Tepe, rather than 4 Xianbei nobleman who had adopied 
Hephithalit customs. If we regard the figures from Balalyk-Tepe as Hephitalics it i 
very possible that the coffin owner was a descendan of the Qifu (another name for 
Yifu) Xianbei. Since the Guyuan region was a lost Qifu Xianbe teritory. the so- 
called Gaopinchuan in the Jinshu, Biography of Qifu Guoren, where Youling, the 
great-great grandfather of Guoren, defeated the Xianbei general Lujic and later 
reigned during the peak time in Qif history. It is very possible that the Xianbei 
coffin owner was of the sume origin as the Hephihalitc noblemen from Balalyk Tep. 
This can be regarded s visual evidence tha the origin of the Hephihalies was Yifu 
Xianbei, o equally Qifu Xianbei. 

      

         

(tranlated by Min Mao) 
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NEWS BULLETIN 

Foundation of The Socityfor the Eploration of EurAsia 

On 16 Aprl 2004, The Saciery for the Esploraron of EurAsia was founded. The firs 
initiative was taken by Dr Chiistoph Baumer, Switzcrland, who acts as president 
along with Dr Wang Tao, SOAS and Insiute of Archacology. Universiy of London, 
and Prof. Idriss Abduressul, Director of the Xinjiang Archacological Insitute in 
Urumaj, PR. Chin, 

  

The aim of the Sociery for the Esplorarion of EurAsia is 10 make a scientific 
contributon (0 the exploraton of the cultures of Eurasa. It promotes the scientific 
exchange of ideas and experience and supports feldwork i th fields of archacology. 
history of an_and history of religions. It will conduct s fekdwork in close 
cooperaton with lcalscintiss and instituions outside the poltical boundaries of the 
European Union. For this purpose,the Society cooperates with academics, intersted 
paris. potential sponsars, inttutions and authoriies a mational and intemational 
levels. 

  

“The first two projects supported by the Society are the archacological explortory 
excavationof  presumed Buddhis buiding at Novopokrovka I, Kyrgyzstan: and the 
archacological excavation of a presumed Chrisian monasiery a Urgu, Usbekistan. 

  

Further information can be obained ai the Society’s websit under www.exploraton:   

Dr Christoph Baer, Switcerland. 

ST. Lee Lectore at Senate House 

On 15 June 2004, 6pm the University o London School of Advanced Study will host 
alecture on “The Begram Ivories”given by Profesor Lolita Nehwu. The lecture will 
be in room 329-330 at Senate House, London, U.K. All are welcome and adission is 
free. Thelecture will b followed by  rcepion. 

The Stein Textile Project at the Victoria & Albert Museum, London, UK.   

Beginning in October 2003, The Victoria & Albert Muscum embarked on o 
cooperative projec to create an intemational resource of matrials recovered from 
Cental Asia. These ancient and medieval arcfacts from Silk Road stes are 
disriboted widely throughout instittions in  umbe of counties, 

  

  

The Victoria & Abert Museum is the custodian of over 700 important textile 
fragments of various orgins which were brought back from this famous trde route 
egion by Sir Marc Aurel Stcin (1862-1943) inthe arly years of the 20th centry. It



  

is these rare tentles that are the subject of 4 photographic and catloguing 
programme. The projet is funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation of New 

York. which s also providing finance for similar work at the Britsh Libeary and the 
Briish Moscur. 

    

“The textiles il be made availble on the Intermationsl Dunhuang Project websit and 
o the Muscum’s own Access o Images over the nex cight months.   

Members of the V&A team are: photographer Colin Maitand, cataloguing curator 
Sonia Solicar, handling curaor Helen Persson and project diector Verity Wilson, 
For forther information on the work, please contact the team by e-mail 
solicari@vam.ac.uk or Tl: +44 20 7942 2256, 

Dr VerityWison, Victoria & Albert Museun London, UK. 

Viadimir Lukonin Lectore at the Bitish Museum, London, UK. 

  

The 121h Viadimir G. Lukonin Memorial Lecture will ske place at the British 
Muscum on Tuesday 13 July 2004 at 6pm. Funded by a ift from Raymond and 
Beverly Sackle,this year'slecture s cnited *Ancient Persa and the Cancasus” and 
willbe presned by Dr Florian Knauss (University of Munich). I wil be followed by 
an nformal reception. 

  

Tickets are available free from Clire Burton, Depariment of the Ancient Near East, 
The Britsh Muscum, London WCIB 3DG. Tel: +44 20 7323 8315. For sccurity 
reasons, please include the mames of all those applying for tickets. Admission is by 
ticket only 

British Scholar Travel Grantsto Bast Burope and Former Soviet Union 

Funds for individual visis, and in connection with collaboraive projects, 0 partner 
academies in Central and Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union are avilabl (0 
cover research visits by Brtish scholars to the partner country: research visits and 
attendance a1 joint seminars: conferences o workshops in connection with joint 
projects. 

  

   

“The British Academy has agreements wih thiricen academies in Centra and Eastem 
Europe and the former Soviet Union. Funds cover travel and maintenance expenses. 
for a period of up o three months. Closing dates: 30 September, 31 December 
Applicants should allow at least six months from the closin dat for applications 10 
e proposed  san  of their  visit  Fuher  information 
p:/wwon britac.ac ok funding/guidelccefsuhuml 

Ancient India Discussion Group Programme for Trinity Term 2004 
Universty of Oxford, Oxford, UK. 

  Two more lctures are due o the Triity Term. On Tuesday 8 June, Joe Cribb (The 
Briish Muscum) speaks on Sacred spaces and sacred places: vidence of carly India   
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relgion in numismtic perspectve’. This willbe followed on Tuesday 15 June with o 
lecture by Dr Sanjukia Gupta, Univensity of Oxford. “Sashihi: vicisitudes of 3 
goddes” 

ar Ro   These. remaining lectures meet a1 4:45pm in the Ser It of 
Archacology. 36 Besumont Street, Oxford OXI. For further information please 
contact Shailendra Bhandare (Shailendra bhandare @ashmus.ox.ac.u) or Jula Shaw 
(Guliashaw @merton oxac.uk). 

Boden Professorship of Sanskait, Universiy of Oxford, UK. 
“The University is seekin to fill the Boden Professorship of Sanskrit from October 
2004 or as soon as possible thereaier. The post, which is bused in the Faculty of 
Oriental Studies, was established in 1831 and is curenly held by Professor R F 
Gombrich, who retires on 30 September 2004. The immediat previous holder was 
Professor T. Burrow. As the only remaining professorship of Sanskit in the Brtsh 
Isles,the Boden Professorship i o great national importanee. 
“The University of Oford enjoys an ntemational reputation as a centre of excellence 
in rescarch and teaching. It cmploys over 7,000 academic, research and support stafl 
across 8 wide range of scademic disciplines. Teaching in Sanskit is under the 
Supervision of the Board of the Faculty of Orintal Stuies, a constituent unit of the 
Humanities Division, The faculy is constanly developing programmes of taching 
and rescarch on regions from Japan in the East o Muslim Spain in the West, and from 
lateprehisory o the present day. Approaches and disciplines range widely, including 
language. leraure, hisory. social sciences, archacology and ant hisory, among 
others The sub-faculty of South and Inner Asian Studies covers taching and rescarch 
in Pal; Sanskrit Tibetan and Himalayan Stuis. 1 s hoped also (o maintin the 
availailty of Hindi at undergraduste and graduste level (o complement the core 
Studis of some students, though the subjec is not currently available a5 part of a 
taught degree course because there i currntly no permanen post i the languae. 

  

  

  

  

  

It is expected tht the Professor of Sanskrit will ave an outstanding research record 
iny arcaor reas o specialisation in Sanskri and Indology. broaly conceived, and 

will provide academic leadership in promoling and sustaining research within the 
faculty. He orshe will play a majorrole in the supervision, guidance and examination 
of gradute students in the sub-faculy of South and Iner Asian Stdics. He or she 
will be expected to crest and malntain contacts with colleagues in other departments 
in Oxford snd with relevant departments i other universiie n the UK and overseas, 
and o contribute broadly (0 undergraduate and graduate teaching, through lectues, 
Seminars andgraduae supervision: 10 examining: and 10 foculy-wide administrtion 
A major par of the eaching both of undergraduates and of graduates is done by the 
professor it s important 1 bear n mind tht the person appointed will be responsible 
Tor intruction in the subject at all level, from undergraduate tworial teaching 1o 
advising on post-doctoral research. The faculty is commilted (o the view that all 

on the basis of mastery of the orginal languages. The 
Holder will play a crcial ol within the acolty and Uriversity in theee ways. Firs, 
the professor will upervise rescarch students in Sanskri: he Universiy is able 0 

ely lrge number of these. Second. if the appoinices intrests are 
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approprite, he or she will provide the Theology Faculty with th necesary 
forone track inthe BA in Theology and for the M.St. in the Sty of Religion. Third 
the professor will provide leadership for the on-going development of Indian Studics, 
in collsboration with the Professor of Indian History and Cultre. The Humanities 
Division attaches considerable importance 10 the holder’s capacity for leadership 
“The professor il b a Felow of Ballol Collge. 

   
    

  

The successful candidate wil have  solid linguisic Knowledge of Sanskri, both 
Vedic and classical, and proficiency in at least some areas of Middle Indo-Aryan; 
will possess an outstanding research record in any area or areas of specialisation in 
Sansri and Indology. and will have the ablity and willingness o maintain it will 
demonstate the abilty and willingness 1o provide acadeic leadership over a wide 
range of relevant subjecs: play @ major par in sustining and promoing research; 
lecture and give insruction in Sanskrit Language and Lierature a both undergraduate 
and graduate levels, if requird: play a leading pat in the guidance, supervision, 
encouragement and examination of graduate students: lay a full and sctiv rol i the 
development and delivery of the faculty’s ims and objectives: shae in the general 
‘administration of the Faculty of Oriental Studies and o perform administrtive dutes 
reliably and eficienty: build and maintain links with colleagues in other disciplines. 
within Oxford, and inrelevant departments both mationally and intermationaly 

  

  

Forther information on Universty divisions and academic, rescarch and rlevant 
mattrs is available on asrictly confidentialbass,from: Professor S Subrahmanyam, 
Professor of Indian History and Culture, Tel: +44 (0)1865 288212, c-mail 
sanjay subrahmanyam @orinst ox.ac.uk:  or_from Professor A. Morpurgo-Davics. 
Professor _of Comparative Philology. Tel: +44 (0)1865 280402, _c-mil 
anna davies @somervile oxford.acuk: or from Professor J. Grifin, Professor of 
Classicll  Litenture,  Tel:  +4 (1865 277782, email 
Jasper griffin@clasics ox ac.uk 

(Chair of Sanskrit Professorship, Leiden University, The Netherlands 

“This professorship covers the entie breadih of the field of Sanskrt. The candidate’s 
area of specialistion must fall within this feld, and he or she must have a rescarch 
record tha reflcts 3 broad cultura-historical approach and an- imemational 
orientation. This chai s pivota withinthe Deparmen of Indology. The appointment 
involves eaching in th fild of Sanskrit n all of s varictics: conducting research in 
the field of the chair: initating, stmulating and supervising doctorate research: 
sharing in the administration of the Department of Indology. the School of Asian. 
Affican and Amerindian Studies CNWS, the Faculty of Ars, as well as other 
organisations rlevant to the field of the chair and to the department, carrying the 
responsibility for the Department of Indology as long as olher chairs wilhin the 
depariment are vacant; promaring the intrests of the fied ofthe professorship and the 
depuriment in the Netherlands as abroad. 

  

  

  

   

Applicanis, as well 35 those who wish 1o bring candidates 1o the attntion of the. 
appointments commitee. should apply in writng ( the Dean of the Faculty of Arts at 
the following address: Professor . van Haafien, /o Faculty of Art, P.O. Box 9515, 
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2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands. The application should contin a curricolum 
Vitae, a lis of publicatons and 3 pian for flure rescarch. Potential candidates can 
obiain further information on this postion from the Focully of Arts Office Tel: (+31 
(071 - 527 23 18: e-mail: mLpemmerswaal@let eidenunivnl This information 
can also b accessed at www Jidenuniv.alleyfacoltcitindex huml, under the beading 
Hoogleraarsacatures. The University o Leiden wishes o cmploy more women. and 
therefore particularly encourages women (0 apply. 

  

    

  Callfor research by the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidaoce, Tehras, ran 

In honouring the academic effors of the rescarchers, professors and university 
Students who have done rescarch and scademic work on Iran, the commitice for 
seection of outstanding academic works on Iran plans {0 select the outstanding works 
and introduce them at a ceremony which will be held by the Minisry of Cullure and 
Islamic Guidance sometime in the middle of December 2004 in Tehran, Iran. 

Work from lranian and non-ranian academics s encouraged, and the scope of eiries 
should fallinto the following categories: Socio-cultural ssues, mass media history 
and geography of Iran, lteraure, rligion, folkore, art, sociology, ethnology and 
anthropology. 

  

Applicant orginal work mst be receved no ate than 5 August 2004, Please send 
enquires 10: Ms. Salehi. Cultural Rescarch Instiute_on Culiore, At and 
‘Communication, No. 11, Dameshgh St. Near Vali-Asr Square, P.OBox 14167, 
Tehvan, Tel: 40098 21" 8905374, Fax: 40098 21 8893076, or by e-mail 0 
rescarchycar2004@ yahoo.com orresarch-yearGric i or s the websie www.icir 

  

  

On-line Bibliographic Resources on the Middle East and Central Asia 

Middie Eastern & Central Asian Studies (MECAS), a new Database with over 
341000 reconds is available for scholars and research assocates at (the site login 
page) hupd/biblioline.nisc.com/scriptsogindYogindnamelSS&pwd=MECAS    

MECAS is a systematic, and non-evaluative bibliographic index of resarch, policy. 
and scholarly discourse on the counties ind peopls of the Middle East, Central Asia 
and North Africa. Over 12,000 records of recently published & grey” lteatur are 
added annually. Coverage includes political affairs and law, intemational elations, 
economics, culiral heritage and the arts, society and welfare, cthic diversity and 
anthropology and sg jgious cvents and movements, and modem history, 
and archacology. 

    

   

For addiional  dewils st the  produt facsheet 
hipy/wa s comactsheetsqmes asp. 

Rare Buddha and Manasha Statues displayed in Orissa State Museum, India 

Dr C.B. Patel, Superintendent of Muscums, Oriss. has announced the exhibiton of 
o0 rare sculptural works. The Orissa State Moseum recently chanced upon (wo rare 
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and exquisite sculptural maste-pieces of Budds 
metaland the other onc n sone: 

  

ind Manasha, one in the medium of 

  

The Buddha image (figure 1), made of bronze, weighs 4.3 Kilograms and s 165 
centimeters high. It was recovered by the Orssa Police and handed over (o the Orissa 
State Muscum while being smuggled out of Medinapur, West Bengal. Dr SK. 

‘Chakravarty, Diector, Indian Museu, Calcutta and Dr C.B. Patel, Superintenden of 
Orissa State Muscum, Bhubaneswar examined the statue and found it to be very 
unusual and intereting. The statue, made of copper, zinc and nickel, is found in & 
siting posture in dhyanamudra on 3 double-lotus pedestal. An ommamental necklace 
and uariva adom the image, and a sorpion mark s promincntly sitated n the back. 
“The statue i dated 0 irca 10t 0 11t century CE on iconographical grounds and is 
believed o have been associated with Tantric Buddhism, 

  

  

  

  

Figure 1. Bronze Boddhaimage. Oriv Sse M, O, s 

The Manasha figure is made of fine grained granite. It was acquired from the 
Malkhana of General Railway Police, Cuttack. It is 86 centimetres high and 44 
centimetres wide. The deity is found scated on a low cushion with her right foot 
resting on  lotws. A five-hooded snake adoms the fgure as a canopy. In her upper 
hands,she holds a dambar and risula whi in the lower hands she caries a drinking. 
vessel and a bracelet, 

The deiy, embellshed with exuberant omamenation and dated 1o the 10th century. 
(CE has been ideniified as Manasha the daughier of Siva and Goddess of snakes. Boh 

wes, now displayed in Orissa State Muscum, are the entre of attraction for vistors 
and connoisseurs 
  

DrCB. Patel, 
Superintendentof Museun, Orissa State Museun, Bhubaneswar. India 

Excavation of the Xiaohe (Little River) site in Lob Nor, Xiajiaog, PR. China. 

Located in Lob Nor, on the rout rom Loulan o Niya and Yinpan, Xisohe (L 
River) was a garrson on the Silk Rout from Han (206 BC to CE 220 times, b ws    

x  
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‘bandoned duringthe Jin Dynasty. The Xiaohe was a small branch of the low course 
of the Peacock River. which ran through the Taklamakhan Desert. The iver, 20 
metres in widih, provided abundant fish, which supparted the loal communties and 
allowed for ransport. Tragically, the Peacock River has completely dred out in the 
pastforty year,leaving theregion in severe drought 

    

In 1934 when Sven Hedin and his expedition eam visitd the Lob Nor region, gided 
by a local hunter - Orderk, the Swedish archacologist F. Bergman discovered the 
Xiaohe site, or ‘the site of & thousand coffins" a it was clled by Orderk (it was he 
Wwho led Sven Hedin to discover the lost ancien citis of Loulan in 1900 and 1901), 
Bergman travelld along the Litlle River and therefore mamed the site *Xiaohe' 
Bergman published the discovery of Xiaohe in his book entiled Archacological 
Rescarches i Sinkiang Sockbolm, 1939, 

  

  

  

In December 2000 a Xinjang expediton team led by Prof. Wang Binghua followed 
the map drawn by Bergman and rediscovered the Xiaobe sitc. It was only some 100 
Kilomeders away from the well-known Loulan sies,and four ilometrs o the west of 
it there stands a Han Dynasty garison. In December 2002 and January 2003 
Xinjiang archacological eam led by Professor drss viited the sitc.   

In January 2004 the offcial cxcavaion of Xiaohe was caid out by the Xinjiang 
Insitute of Coltural Relics and Archacology, led by Prof. Idriss. The excavation 
scason was chosen in winter (o avoid the stormy spring season of Lob Nor. The 
working conditions were extremely difficult, With temperaturs dropping below 24 
degres, drinking waer froze and bread became o0 hard o chew. Transportation 
consisted mainly of desert jecps and camels. 

  

The sie s on a lrge, high platform, sx or seven melres high, and comprises sbout 
2,400 square metres. There are hundreds of wood pillr,three or four metres high, 25 
centimetres in diameter, sanding sround the.grave-yard, some. painted in scarkt 
piement with pattems of snakes and lizards, Some 140 boat-shaped wooden cofins, 
some beautifully pained, were found nea the wood pillrs. Several lf-size male and 
female wood statues with exaggerated sex organs were excavated. Some desiceated 
corpses,including women and children were identifed as Europoid. The coffins were 
unique in styke, made by two arched wooden boards, with an entire cow skin wrapped 
around, holding the bosrds together. There i some evidence tht Xisohe had been a 
important seulement in Lob Nor from the Neolitic period, and extending into the 
Chinese Han Dynasty. 

  

  

  

Professor liriss, Xinjang. P.R. China. 
ranslation by MM) 

“The disturbed grave of the ‘King of Loulan’ 

In February 2003 it was reported in China that the remote graveyard o the *King of 
Loulan' had been disturbed and treasures from the tomb had been looied. Within a 
week the Burcau of the Cultural Relis of Xinjiang organized an archacological team, 
and accompanied by local police and journalists from Wenwu (Joumal of Cultral 
Relics), visited th st 
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The necropolis of the “King of Loulan’ is siuated in the Peacock River Dela, 
norhwest of Lob Nor. The ancient Silk Road passed through here going cast owards. 
Dunhuan, north to Turfan, west to Korla, south 0 Qiemo. Niya and Khotan. Along 
the dried river bank, i the vicinity of the anient city of Loulan, the so-called ‘Square 
ity (fangeheng),is the bestpreserved city and probably the carles one among all 
old Loulan cites. Here, on th top of hundreds of high carth platforms (yadan) there 
are a arge number of graves, mainly dated (o the Han and Jin Dynastes, although 
occasionally neolithic burial are also found. Through the ages local people chose 
these platforms. (o bury their fumily members, and paiied wooden coffins were 
shipped here by boat or carried by donkey cart. 

  

      

“The tomb contains  long sloping corridor, front room and main chamber,along with 
a cemral pilla and wall paitings. On the main wall are depicted thre aristocratic 
men siting on a carpet drinking, the central fgure s mustached and bearded, holds 3 
tal wine cup, and wears  belld red robe: the figure on the right wears a belied 
brown robe, with  shallow bow i his right hand: and the figure on the let wears 
hortskeeved blue jacket with an open chest and a ed Knot and streamers in front: he 
100 holds a shallow bow. The heads of the right and the Ief figures are much 
damaged and cannot be distinguished. Other wall paintings depict two camels biting. 
ach other, one in red and one in whic, @ black unicom, 3 horse and chariot, a cow. 
and groom and several other scenes of daily fife in this Silk Road town. 
Unfortunately. these wall paintngs were parially destroyed in rcent tomb robbery. 
Some materils were sulvaged, including  textile ragment with a magnificen patier 
in red, blue and whi 

  

  

  

   

Professor liriss, Xinjang, P.R. Clina. 
ranslation by Min Mao) 

Preservation and rescarch on the Famen Temple silk fabrics 
For more than ten years, since the opening of the Famen Temple vaul, the Romisch- 
Germanisches Zentralmuseum has been running 4 texile conservaion aboratory in 
Xi'an, PR. China. In cooperaton with their Chinese counterpats from the Shaani 
‘Archacological Institte, they have been abl o cxpand the conservaion of valuable 
textiles, metal artefacts, and ceramics. Through thei effors, degraded texiles and 
other objects have been properly stored and are cureatly being restored. German 
textil specialiss from Mainz are working with, and training Chinese specialists on 
the prescrvation of the Famen silk fbrics. 

  

The poor preservation of the silks has inhibited any handling for research or 
exhibition, but the hopes of the comservationists are 1o preserve the picces, and 
thercby make them avalable for rescarch on siaving and dycing techniques a5 well 
‘s the charactristic moiifs of Tang dynasty ar, 

  In one puricular case, a bundle of strongly degraded and amorphous looking ik was 
successfully treated by the German specialists. By controlin the elative humidity in 
a climate chamber, a certain point was reachcd where the extremely fine and fragile 
fabic layers adhering to one another could be separated. Several hundreds of layers 

    

2  



  

    CIAA Newsletter Issue #19 News Bulletin 

    were unfolded t0 yield six dresses with gold embroidery and paiied lower desigs. 
Chinese archacologists say that this means & major breakihrough for the sty of 

  

  

  

e of ik Iagmen e resorston i the sboratory n Xv'an. 

Dr Susanne Greif Head of the German-Chinese cooperaion. 

Recent Excavations in Xisn 

During excavations this past winter in the graveyard of China's first emperor 
Qinshituangdi. o great cache of bronze sculpuures were revealed. The site (in the 
vicnity of Xian) burial pit No. 7, revealed (wenty-seven bronze water birds, 
including ten swans, sixtcen wild geese and one cranc 

  

The pairs of swans were stnding on rectangular bronze pedestals, on either side of 
the ground platform ofth burial i, thir necks stetched upwards and they appear (o 

be singng, some of the sculptures show thei necks twisting backwards. The bronze 
cranc has 4 lowered head and appears o b catching a small insect. 

  

Interestingy. during previous excavations, thiteen ther life-sized bronze water birds 
had already been found from this exact pt, among those, five of them were crancs 
“The discovery of a large amount of bronze water birds has drawn the atiention of 
(Chincse archacologists. in paticular the bronze swan,  bird which is rarcly found in 
China. Archacologists siongly suggest tht these bronze water bids indicae that a 
“water environment”was deliberacly created in this bura pit. although the purpose is 
ot yet clear. 

      

Diancang 2004.4, Taiwan 
ranslated by Minao) 

Recent Excavations at Yinx, Anyang, PR China 

During excavations this past spring. the villsge of Yinxu. Anyang City. Henan 
Province, PR. China, remains of o luge browse foundry were revealed 
Archacologits excavated the uins which are located a the western edge of th sic. 

  

    



  

“This new Bronze Age discovery is regarded s a representative monument of Shang 
Dynasty civilzaton, 

  

The foundry ruins ae as large as 30,000 square metres, excavation renches revealed 
various areas involved in the processing and refuse of foundry materials, architectursl 
remains of a largesized bronze mould workshop, a sle platform. an abandoned 
‘workshop, remains from th Kiln and other items. This discovery wil provide crucial 
information about the bronze indusiry and potery making of China's Shang Dynasty. 

  

Diancan 2004.4, Taiwan 
ranslated by Minao) 

Complex Digital Documentation and Preservation of Rare Mongalian and Tibetan 
Manuscripts and Xylographs 

“This i pilot project of the Rescarch Group for Aliaic Stdies of the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences supported by the Participation Programme of UNESCO, 

Mongolia is in fct a treasure-trove of Tibetan and Mongolian manuscripts and 
woodblock-printed books (xylographs) containing extremely important but partly 
unknown and unpublished material about  wide range of quesions concerning. 
literatue, traditional cultue, elgion (Buddhism and Shamanism). hisory and many 
other branches of leaming. such as medical and other natura sciences. 

  

Translation, compilation, copying, and later, woodblock prnting of scriptures sarted 
i the 12th century, and was practised all around Inner Asia unti the first. pat of the 
20th century. Buddhist monasterics in Mongolia and the Republic of Buryatia, (as in 
China and Tibet) produced and preserved enormous numbers of xylographs and 
‘manuscript in the Tibetan and Mongolin languages. During the stamping out of 
‘monastcris and monastic ibaries in the 19305 and 19405 (and latr,in Tibet doring. 
the Chinese “cultural revolaton’) immense ressures were lost but, through the. 
people’s love of books and their traditional relgions, much was hidden away and 
therefore spared from destructon. In those. years. the Library of the Mongolian 
Academy (1oday's Central Sute Library of Mongolia) was able (0 rescue. many 
important materils. In recent times, r-establshed monasteries and some private 
collectors have put together rich and important calectons of these hidden reasures. 
However, a very small part of this cultural heritage is kept safely, or ha been made 
available for research. 

  

  

  

The old, britle, darkening paper, poor (sometimes pale red) ink. the use of 
detrimental materials for repair, the change of climate, appearance of dangerous 
hemical pollutants i the ai, lack of esource for maintenance, and various other 
unfavourable circumstances have created a dangerous situation for the survival of 
these imeplaceable seriptures. Until now, a comprehensive inventory of all these 

erals could no be caried out. Unreliabie financal sitations of cither naional or 
culturalinsitutions also contribute o the loss of manuscripts and xylographs. Despitc 
reat efforts of Mongolian scholars and librarians, the unclear documenation of the 
Nocks and improper. preservation, caused by  insufficient resources, are. also 
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preventing the proper conservation of thes texts, which form a unigue par of the 
cultual legacy ofal humankind   

“The present pilot project sims 0 work out the framework and methadology of  more 
ong range projet, the vast task of preservation of al the endangered material in 
Mongoli, and 1o start to_produce on CDs and in books these. rare manuseripts 
accompanied by proper scholarly documentation. 

  

I the intil stage ofthe projct, in 2003, the team of the Research Group for Allic 
Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences signed agreements of cooperaion 
with the Institte of Literature and Languages of the Mongolian Academy and the 
State Central Libiary of Mongolia, Ulan Bator, and were able 1o identify some 
monasteies and individuals possessing important malerials, and thercfore siarid the 
digital photography of some slected works. As planned. by the end of 2004 the firt 
CDs and books with reprinted manuscripts (intrduced by experts) will be published 
in a new series entied “Treasures of Mongolian Culture and Tibeto-Mongolian 
Buddhism’ with the creaion of a web page for the project. The working out of 
methodology and organisation of the sophisticated process of dentifcation and 
descripton of the_ materals will ave begun, and the necessary cquipment for 
successful work will be identificd. 

    
   

From the Hungarian sid, the work s organiscd by the team of the Research Group of 
Alsic Studies of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, which has been running 4 
successful project with the Insitute of Language and Literature of the Mongolian 
Academy for the past 12 years in the form of common expeditions 10 document 
raditional rites and cults.” About 30 years ago, the Hungarian Academs provided the 
Same Insitute with photographic and sound-ecording insiruments for a laboratory of 
documentation. The Hungarian Academy of Sciences supports the project by 

providing airfae and other amenitis o the Hungarian participants 

  

“The long-range aim of the project i the preservation o the ull stock of ancient and 
rare Mongolian and Tibetan_ manuscrpts and. xylographs by digialisation. The 
development of digital technology has created a media database from which these 
reasures can be saved for fuure generatons and made avaiable for rescarch, by 
putting them on CD, on the Net,or publshing them inprinted books. This work will 
last decades, and needs more financial resources, and can be completed only in 
collsboration with additionl institutions and sholars. 

    

M Geza Bechlenfalvy. Research Group for Altic Stdies, 
‘Hungarian Academy of Sciences. 

‘Summer Langusge Programs, Indiana University of Advanced Learning, USA. 

Advanced Intensive Summer Language Programs in Central Asi offer cight-week 
intensive advanced language courses and cultural activtes in Samarkand, Uzbekistan 

and Almaty, Kazakhstan. The course dates for 2004 are June 1910 August 13, 
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For further information on the twition costs and program detals, contact Ed Lazzerini 
I clazzeri@indiana.cdu or the Indiana Universiy Offce of Overseas Study 

website (hp:/swww indians.edol-overscas). 
  

Workshops are alo offered in Slavie, East European and Centra Asian Languages 
(Azer, Usbek, Turkmen. Uyghr, Tajik and Pashio, among others. For applications 
and more informaion, contact: Chantel Larson-Kowalski, SWSEEL, Ballatine Hall 
Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405, U.S.A. Tel: 1001 813 855.2608, Fax 
+001 812 8552107, e-mail: swsecl@indiana.edu o websic: 
tp/wwowindiana.edul-iuslavielsweelshiml 

  

  

     
  

Inner Asian Online Library Catalogues 

The Rescarch Institute for Inner Asian Studies (RIFIAS), in cooperation with the 
Depurtment of Central Eurasian Studics and the federally-fundedInner Asian and 
Uralic Ntional Resource Center (IAUNRC), has posied its clectronic library 
catalogues on the World Wide Web. Consisting of a general colletion and several 
special collction, the RIFIAS Libray is one of North America’s premier resources 

for rescarch in the istory, languages, icratures, geography, relgions, and culturs of 
Tnner Asia. The generalcollctions comprise about 8,000 volumes. Special collctions 
include microfilms and_photocopies of outof-print Russian_publications and 
microfilms of Persian, Turkic, and Arabic_manuscripts containing. historical, 
biographical, and geographicalinformation on Islamic Central Asa 

  

The catalogues are fully searchabie, and are accessible o the intermational scholarly 
‘community at the following URL: hip:/swo.indiana.edu/-rifas. 

  

New Curator at the Freer Gallery of Art and the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery 

Dr James T. Ulak, head of Collections and Research, and chief curator t the Freer 
Gallery of Artand the Arthur M. Sackler Galley, has been named the galleris” new. 
deputy dirccor. The Freer and Sackler galleies form the national muscum of Asian 
an 

Born in Springfeld, linos, Dr lak joined the galeres in 1995 afer working as an 
independent consultan for privae and insitutional collectos of Japanese art. Most 
recenly. he was nstrumental in securing the bequest of an outstanding collection of 
mid-19h to mid- 20t century Japancse prits from the etat of Robert O. Mullr. Dr 
Ulak holds a doctorate in Japanese art history from Case Westem Reserve University 
and The Cleveland Muscum of Art a master’s of diviniy from Maryknoll School of 
Theology (Sute University of New York) and 4 bachelor’s in the history of 
philosophy from Maryknoll Callege in Gen Ellyn, 11l Also, he has received 
numerous grants and fellowships. 

  

   

Dr Ulak has organized 4 number of major exhibitions at the Freer and Sackler 
galleies. These include *A- Well-Watched War: Images from the Russo-Japanese. 

Font 1004-5" (2000): “Twelve Centries of Japanese At from the Imperial 
Collectons' (1997) - the larges and mos important selecton of works from the 
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imperialcollctions of Japan ever shown o the public: “Teling Tals i Japanese A’ 
(1996) and “Paintings by Masami Teraoka” (1996). He has aho participated in the 
organization of exhibitions u the Ar nstitute of Chicago,the National Gallry of Ar. 
Washingion D.C., Yal University Art Gallery and The Cleveland Moseum of Ar. He 
has authored and co-authored numerous aticles and books and frequently lectures on 
subjects elting 0 esthetcs Japancse culure and ar 

  

  

Correction pertaining to CIAA Newsleter No17 

Zoroastrian Artin China around the 64h Century CE 
By Pro. Shi Anchang, Palace Museum, Beijing. PR. China 

  We apologize for  mistake made during transltion of an arice appearing on page 13 
of CIAA Newsetter, No.17. In paragraph 3.1, it is stated tha 4 Zorostrian priest 
stands beside a fie altar, holding a hemp juice or pomegranate in his hand. The term 
hemp s incorrect and should appear as *haoma’ o ‘soma’ (Latin Sarcosterma 
acidum) which i orginaly recorded n the Avesta a a holy plant sed in Zoroasiran 
uals. 

  

Reference 
Shi Anchang 2001, “Study on Plants used in Zoroastrian Rituals' (Xiao jao I i yong 

wukao). Palace Museun Journa, Bejing, March 2001 

  

M)
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Chistian Angels on the South China Coast’ 
School for Orieatal and African Studics, London, UX.   

“The Circle of Inner Asian art was pleased 1 present an exhibition from 7 May 10 27 
May 2004, of photographs focusing on Nestorian Chiistian_ tombyiones from 
Quanzhou, Fujian, P-R. China. The black-and-white images were taken doring recent 
rescarch conducted by Dr Ken Parry (Senior Researcher, Departmen! of Ancieni 
History. Macquaric Uriversity) and assocates. The exhibiton is part of & three-year 
rescarch project under the dirction of rof. Sam Lieu of Macquarie University who i 
investigating the extensive collection of Nestorian tombsioncs from the city of 
Quanzhou. The tombstones themselves are from the Mongal period (13th (o 14th 
century CE) and have inscriptions in Syro-Turkish, Phagspa. and Chinese. The 
evidence from the inscriptons shows that some members of the Nestorian community 
came from Ceniral Asia. The tombstones depict a unique combination of Chrisian 
and Buddhist iconography. such as a cross bencath an umbrell, or resting in a otus 
Mower. On several tombstones, . central cross is flanked by winged “angels’ 
(apsarasas), which show connections with Chinese Buddrism and angels in Seljuk 
and Mongol art (see K. Pamy. *Angels and Apsuras: Chiistan Tombsioncs from 
Quanzhou’. TAASA Review [7ie Journal of he Asian Ars Sociers of Australia) 12/, 
2003). Their lowing robes are charactristi of those observed on catir wall murals 
from Dunhuan and other itk Road cites. The intial findings of the projct are 10 be 
published in 2004 in the Silk Road Stdie Series by Brepols, Turahout 

  

  

  

  

  

ar on the hisory and motis of Nestorian 
south China ws held where Dr Parry spok on “The lconography of 

the Nestorian Tombsiones in Quanzhou’: Prof. Sam Lieu (Ancient Hi 
Macquiric Uriversity) spoke on “The Nestorian and Manichacan R 
Quanzhou, South China': these examinations were followed by 4 discussion of ‘The 
Hindu Remains in Quanzhous: A Tamil Legacy in South China” given by Dr John Guy 
(Victoria & Albert Muscum, London. UK.) which examined the transmission of 
material such as Buddhist suirs, large-scale Buddhis images, and localized Indian 
cult images to South China through the agency of pilgrims and merchants raveling 
from India via the Malay Peninsuls. 

  

   

  

  

  The extibidon and ongoing rescarch are both valuable contributions not only (o 
hinese history but also o that of the Silk Road which enabled the ideas (0 travel. 
“The CIAA is grateful to Dr Pary for bringing the exhibiton to SOAS. and t0 Prof. 
‘Sam Licu and Dr John Gy for dedicating their time and energy 10 the seminar. 

  

For further information on this travelling_exhibiion, contact: Dr Ken Par, 
Department of Ancient History. Macquarie Universty, NSW 2109, Australi, ¢ mail: 
Kendec@bigpond com 
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“The Silk Road. Trade, Travel, War and Faith® 
‘The British Library, London, UK. 

This imporant_and. beautiflly displayed_extibition opened afier very short 
preparation for such & major show. Organised by Dr Susan Whilfel, Direcor ofthe 
Intermational Dunhuang Project (IDP) at the British Libeary. it brings together an 
impressive collection of objects from a huge arca of Central Asia. The extibition 
relics iy on the collections of The Brish Library and The Briish Muscum, but 
many important and intresting objects were borrowed from other mjor muscums, 
including the Musée G Paris and the Museum of Indian Art in Berlin, The 
final most spectacular secton o the cxhibiion even includes a replica cave from 
Dunhuang, which was brought over from China. It was planed t0 exhibit objects 
from the National Muscun in New Delhi 100, but unfortunately these objects could 
ot be brought and can only be reproduced n the catalogue. Even so in 4 rlaively 
small exhibition space & huge wealth of material s shown, probably fo the very first 
time in this combination. A the exhibition i in the British Library it i fiing tha an 
unprecedented smount of ineresing textaal materil is shown: manuscipts on wood. 
paper and sl in all major languages from all the arcas studied are on display with 
detailed explanatons abou theirconteni. Dunhuang paintings have not been extibited 
i such numbers since 1991, and the clever display allows us (0 study them from very 
close in many cases 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

“The study of Silk Road history is notoriously complex, and it is diffcult o find a 
clealy chronological approach that works well. Dr Whitield found an excellent 
compromise between moving in space and time s we view the exhibition. Probably 
prompted by the success of her book, Life Along the Silk Road, Whitfeld chose o 
amange the materal in clealy divided colour coded topics. The different comers look 

ractive and make the mateial much more clea as we entr the ‘maze” representing 
Chinese Turkestan. Five important regions were chosen (0 represent five different 

{opies dominating that region, butalso typical of the Silk Road. These are Samarkand: 
Trade and Diplomacy (orange). Khotan: A Meeting of Culures (green). Kroraina: 
Everyday Oasis Life (blue). Miran: Waring Empires (yellow), Dunhuang: Offcial 
Life and Faith (pink) and Astana (Gaochang): Death and Afterlif (purple). AL first 
ight it might be confusing o a newcomer faced wih the 3D map of he region and 
the colour-coded. displays 1o appreciate the huge. differences in_chronology 
represented by the different sections (700 years between Kroraina and Gaochang). 
However,any other system would present diffculies with such diverse material 

  

  

  

  

On entering the exhibiton th visitor is confroned with the amazing couch from the 
Miho Muscum, which thus becomes the cenrepiece of the exhibition. This represents 

the importance of Sogdians in China. Emphass is o cross-clturallnks that llustrte 
the existence of Zoroastranism in Dunhuang. This is shown (ogether with Uygur 
Manichacan fragments to demonsiate the influence of Sogdians. For the general 
viewer i diffcul o apprecate the provenance of some of th items as they are 
shown under the six main area headings, cven though the overwhelming majority 
‘come from either Khotan or Dunhuang. A clea reference (0 where the objects were 
actually made would not in my opinion diminish their potenial for lusraing the 
extraondinary wealth of cros-culural influences on the Silk Road. 

    
  

  

  

   

    

   



  

Above the exhibits, huge blown-up photographs ilusrte the beauty of the egions, 
with information and ames shown on posers resembling colourfl temple banners. 
“The ltest rescarch i incorporated o the short captions in the thematic displays. for 
example Valerie Hamsen's work on the position of women in socicty and their 
everyday life. This is ko a fare opportunity to sce. Il Akhun's forgeries. 
Dunhuang paintings llustrate many interesting aspects. For example Stcin painting 31 
i exhibitd together with  star chart and Sicin pinting 170: the Tallsman of the Pole 
Star 10 represent beief in asrology. There is also a computer generated map fo the 
Skies in 652, llustating the scute observations in preparing the star chart, There is 
section devoted 10 women's lives, including fashion, and children. The exhibiion 

ingly finshes with images of the atefif, including the Sulra of the Ten Kings 
from the British Library. At the end of the exhibition there is aho 4 video that 
illustrate the painstaking processes that were used 0 restore hese manuscipts. Two 
compuer displays allow the visitorto browse the IDP websitc. 

    
  

  

  

    

‘Throughou the extibition, small sections of adark almost black colour are devoted (0 
dierent aspects of Sir Aurel Stin's work  the man behind the discovery of these 
extraondinarly rich colletions. These smaler displays show his diaics, leters, 
official papers. all bearing witness 1o his extreme meticulousness and organising 
kills. The very last display of the exhibiion then grows into a sot of drk corner that 
illustatesthe importance of Sicin’s photographsin documenting al these regions and 
their artfacts. Stin's leather-bound lle photographic notebooks were always filled 
i with precise details sbout the way cach i his photographs were taken. 

  

  

  

The exhibition wil be sccompanied by a scholarly catalogue cdited by Dr Susan 
‘Whitfied (forthcoming June 2004). She has also produced an accompnying booklet 
anda new book: Aurel Sein and the ilk Road. Brtish Muscum Press, 2004 

  

LRS 

“Chinese Silk* 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford University, Oxford, UK. 

This sunning exhibiton (runs through 27 June) shows nearly (wo thousand years of 
Chinese silks. Some of the carlcst arge temple picces e more than a thousand years 
old and have never been displayed in public, while the domestic hangings include 
lavish gold apestres and embroideries. Partculary rare loans from the British 
Muscum are hung alongside those from a private collection in Hong Kong. The 
exhibiton i not lrge. but richly rewarding. 
Despite being a luxury product silk weaving was popular with ural and aistoeratic 
populations alike. By the 16th century it had expanded into one of China's major 
ndusiris. The exhibition represents the diversity of ik techmiques as wel as its 

functions. A Buddhis processional banner of the Tang dynasty (618 - 906) is hung 
alongside tapesiy weave and gald brocade from the |1t century.followed by scrolls 
and book wrappers from the Qing dynasty (1644 - 1911) and stunning 15th century 
chaircovers. I is a visual feast 

  

  

»  
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“The exhibition aso explors the rlatonship between pictoria slks and the arts of 
painting and callgraphy. Smaller items show_the development of ik weaving 
techniques between the 15t and 0ch centuries CE. A lavish book bearing the same 
ik a the cxhibition, accompnies the exhibiton. writen by the curutor, Shelagh 
Vainker. (Prce £20.95. also availabl from the Publications Dept +34 01365 278 
010) 

  

“Seeing Lhasa: British Depictions of the Tibetan Capital 19361947 
Pitt Rivers Moseum, Universiy of Oxford, Oford, UK. 

This small exhibiion in the foyers of the museum (e fnk from the Oxford 
University Museum of Natural History through which the visitor must pas 10 gain 
access 0 the Pt Rivers Muscum) is  fascinating glimpse of and link (0 the former 
riches of rital lfe in Tibe before it assumption into the P.R.C. as an autonomous 
region. This aspect of the exhibition s emphasised by the fact that a s entrance 
angs  frame of richly brocaded ik in the typical ibetan colours of red and yellow, 
but with a void i the middle where the paining of a rligious image, or rangh. 
might be expected. Through this “window" the visitor looks onto 4 rare colour 
Photograph (taken by Hugh Richardson) of the Potala Palace a festival time with the 
giant thanghas unfurled down its special image wall. The spiital dimincsion is 
further enhanced by the fact that, s in many Tibetan temples, the muscum’ columns 
within the foyer ar swathed i the same red silk brocade used 0 frame the rangha- 
like view. Many of the phoiographs poriray forcigners posing in their strange 
surroundings, but many others show us the riches of local cultural and spiritual lfe. 
Nowhere is this more evident than in the loop of ciné film clips, many in colour, 
‘which enable the viewer o cxperience fully not onlythe staely movement of monks 
dances and the circumambulations of the Jokhang but also the vivid colour of 
costumes and jewellery as worm by spritual and lay men and women. 

    

  

  

“The exhibiton continues unil Noember 2004, Eniry i frce and the muscum is open 
Monday-Saturday 1200 — 16:30, Sunday 1400-16:30. For further_information 
contact: The Pt Rivers Muscum, South Parks Road. Oxford OX1 3PP, UK.: Tel 
W44 () 1865 21093 cmail  Kuewhie@pmoxacuk:  websie 
g/ prm. o ac okl 

  

HAS) 

“Feasts, Rituals and Ceremonics” 
The National An Muscum of Caslonia (MNAC) Barcelons, Spain 

“This extibition of ancient ronzes from the Museum of Shanghai presents 31 objects 
Spanning ncarly 2,000 years up o the 3rd cntury BCE, just prio 0 the declin of the 
‘Warring Sttes period (475-221 BCE). Al o the artefucts on display are believed to 
have associations with ritual feass of veneration o the ancestors, and among them 
are food continers, chalices, and vessels used in purification ablutions. Two ceramic 
picces, dating,from the 3rd millennium BCE and the Sth century BCE, demonstruic 
the intrrlations between the production o bronze and ceramics a the beginning and 
end o he Browze Age. 
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“The exhibiton will be on display from 22 June 10 12 September 2004. For further 
informtion visit waew.mnac.esor www. barcelona2004 org 

A Special Exhibition of M. Zheng Zheaduo's Donation of Pottery Figurines 
Collected in the Palace Museum, Beijing, PR China 

  

A special exhibiton of pottery figurines was held (May  Junc 2004)in the Palace 
Museum to commemorae the great donator Mr. Zheng Zhenduo (1898-1958). 1 well 
Known madern writr and archacologist, who once worked as  Vice-Minisir of the 
Cultural Ministry and the first Director-Genera of the State. Administation of 
Cultural Heritage of the People’s Republic of Chin. In 1952, M. Zheng Zhenduo. 
wrote 4 leter (o Premier Zhou Enlai wishing o0 donate ion of poitery 
figurines. reaching over 600 pcces i tol, o the Pa 
             

  

On exhibit here are more than 100 figures, mainly dating from Northern Wei (386 
543 CE) to the Tang Dynasty (618 - 906 CE). during the prosperous period of 
Road trade. ‘Some figurines not only demonstrate histori and artistic value but also 
provid prcious et for the study of Silk Rosd e between Chira and the 
Mediterrancan. For example, normally in Tang potcry. African personiges 
grooms and servanis. and often hlf naked wih bare fect, in his exhibition howerer, 
s rare figure of an ebony skinned gir dressed in Tang court costume even down (6 
the long tight sleeves ofie seen on dancers. 

  

    
   

       

  

Popular animal figurines include camels, horss, clephants, foxes, osrich and 
peacocks are shown in the exhibition. The atist ofien bore witnes to the daily lfe 
and load of the famed slk road camel: on it left side. 3 heavy willow basket and a 
smoked animal leg. on the right a Sassanian silver ewer and monste-fuced water 
container. Goods are lways 100 heavy and journeys across the Gobi desertarc 
100 long, even fora camel, no wonder another camel keels down and cries (0 the sky 
with ts w0 exhausting humps labby (o bothsides. 

  

          
      

  

Merchans are shown with thick beards and the Soft pointed hat which has been 
ideniifed as Iranan or Sogdian. 

  

Mr. Zheng' collection s certainly  valuable source forthe study of the potiry arts 
of the Northern Wei and Tang.periods, and gives not only scholars but veryone who. 

a rare glimpse into the precious abjects preserved for us in the Palace 
    

      

MM 

“Splendors o China's Forbidden City:the Glorious Reiga of Emperor Qianlon” 
The Field Muscom, Chicago, USA. 

This important exhibition has been developed by The Fiekd Muscum in cooperation 
wih the Palace Muscu. Beijing. 1 features nearly 400 artefacts asociated with the 
Qianlong emperor, who ruled from 1736 1o 1795, including. rare picces in jade 
cloisonné and ceramic: sculpturcs: important pintings produced during the Qing. 
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    imperal robes: and armour and weapons. The objects are dis 
recreated setings. such s throne. room, a banquet oom, the emperor's prvate 
Study. and an imperial wie's chamber. Many of the objecs featured have never been 
extibiied ouside China, 

  

  

  “The extibition wil be on view at The Field Muscum until 12 September 2004, and 
wil travel 10 the Dallas Muscum of Art, where it wil be on display from 21 
November 2004 10 29 May 2005 The Field Museum is located at 1400 S, Lake 
Shore Driv, Chicag, IL. US.A. website: www.fieldmuscumorg 

  

   

  “China: Dawn of a Golden Age (200-750 AD)' 
‘The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, New York, USA. 

A landmark exhibition of some 300 objcts rom the periods of the Han (206 BCE - 
CE 220) and Tan (618.907) dynasties of imperial China. This exhibi focuses on 
cross cultoal interchange between the Eastand West during 3 formative perod i the 
development of Chinese culture,the extibiton will be one ofthe lagest ever to come 
from China and will feature gold artfacts of the nomadic peoples of Mongolia, who. 
occupied northem China afte the collase of the Han dynasy, nd luxury items made 
from glas and precious metals imported from Westem and Central Asia during the 
th 0 6t centurics, 35 well as a vastaray of Chinese objects. Matrial petining (o 
the carly spread of Buddhism in China, including important carly Chinese Buddhist 
sculptures. and also a wide spectrum of exquiste Tang works demonstrating the 
inflince of culural exchange will also form part of the  exbibition. 

  

  

“This exhibiton will be hld from 12 October 2004 0 23 January 2005. The Museun 
s located at 1000 Fifth Avenue a §2nd Srcet, New York, New York, US.A..+1 212 
S357710, website: sk metmuscumorg 

“The Demonic Divine in Himalayan Art 
Rubin Museum of Art, New York, New York, USA. 

“The Rubin Museum of At in New York opens (0 the publc on the 2nd of October 
2004, The exhibiion, ‘Demonic Divine” will b on show from 2 October 2004 unil 
January 2005 

The exhibition focuses on the “wrathful® dety in Himalayan art, and has three 
sectons: dangerous Protecors, Enlighiened proteiors and. wrathful Buddhas, 
although “Demoric. divine’ i othe cultures (Asia, Affca, Burope and central 
‘America) will also be cxhibied. Sixty-six works, ranging from circa 13th century 
“Tibe 10 20th century Mexico willbe on display. although a strong emphasis will be 
on Himalayan sculptore and thangka. paintings from the RMA. collction, 
Serindia Publications Inc. will publish a catalogue in conjunction with th exhibiton. 
“The calogue is witien by exhibition curaor Rob Linrothe, and Marlyn Rhic. 

        

    
  

Address: Rubin Museum of Ar, 150 West 17t sieet, New York. email 
info@himalayanartorg 

(Carly Busta, RMA)
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‘Irag and China: Ceramics, Trade and Innovation’ 
Athur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Insttute, Washington DC, USA. 

“This extibition focuses on major changes that occurred in Iragi ceramics during the 
9th century A.D. as the resul of the impact of Chinese luxury goods imported by 
Arab and Persian merchants. 1 traes the development of lamic ceramie production 

W new technologies n Iraq, and the transmission of new techniques 1o Egypt, Iran 
and Europe after the 10th centry, resuling in the Majolica tradiion in medieval 
‘Spain and Renaissance Iy 

  

      

“The exhibition will be on view from 30 October 2004 o 24 April 2005 a 1050 
Independence Avenue SW. Smithsonian Institute, Washingion DC, US.A.: Tel. +1 
202,633 4880: website: wwow asia siedulexhibitions 

  

    

  

n  
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CONFERENCES 

‘CONFERENCE REPORTS 

“The South Asian Legacy of Sir Aurel Stin’ 
Circle of Inner Asian Art and PRASADA, De Montfort University, Leicester,UX. 

“This ive-panel conference, which took place on 67 March. was organized by the 
Practice Rescarch and Advancement in Souh Asian Design and Architeture 
(PRASADA), Faculty of Art and Design, De Montfont Universy. Leicester, UK., 
with sponsorship rom the British Academy and the CIAA. The event was designed 
0 ake 4 new approach (o Sicin's work by exploring his impact on South Asian 
rescarch, 

  

  

  

‘The conference began with opening remarks made by Dr Helen Wang of The British 
Muscum on “Sir Aurel Stcin and his work'. Panl one, ‘Sicin Collections and South 
Asia (Chuir: Dr Helen Wang) began with a paper by Dr Madhuvanti Ghose (Dept.of 
Eastern Art, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford) enitled “The Stein Collecion al the 
‘Ashmolean Museum, Oxford', which consdered antquities colleced by Stein in 
ancient. Gandhara.  Following were Dr Shailendra Bhandare (Asistant Kecper, 
Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolcan Museum, Oxford) with  paper on *Coins from 
Kashmir: Sir Aurel Stcin's Collction in the Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean 
Museu, Oxford" and Dr Cecilia Braghin (Dept. of Asia, The Briish Muscum, 
London), who presented a paper on “Precious Stone and Glass Artfacts from the 
Stein Collction in the Brtsh Museur. 

  

The speakers patcipaing in panel (o, “Stein and South Asian Texts" (Chaie: Prof. 
Alexis Sanderson), with Prof. Ashvini Agrawal (Chuir, Dept. of Ancient Indian 
History, Culture and Archacology. Panab University, Chadigarh, India) with a pay 
eniiled *Kashmir-Kanyakubja Struggle: The Rajataragini and beyond - A Tribute to 
‘Aurel Sicin's Mr Csaba Dezs (Assstant Lecturer, Dept. of Indo-European Studies, 
Etus Lorind University, Budapest), who discussed “Religion and  Politics in 
Kashmir a the tum of the 106h Centry” on the bass of the Kalhana's Rojatararigini 
(ranslated and annotated by Stein) and Bhatta Jayania’s Agamadumbara: and Dr 
Somdev Vasudeva (Wolfson College, University of Oxford), with a paper enilled 
“The Kashmirian Sarada Manuseripts of the. Abhijianasakuntla in the. Stcin 
Collcton’ 

    

  

  

Pancl ihree, “Stcin and South Asian A (Chair: Dr Madbuvanii Ghose) was 
comprised of o speakers, Prof. Roderick Whilfield (Prof. Emeritus, School of 
Orienal and Afrcan Studies, Universiy of London) who prescnted a paper entiled 

“Indian Connections in the ATt of Dunlang: The Silk Paiting of Famous Images in 
the Stcin Collection, London and New Delhi, which addressed the significance of 

Tate Tt-eary 8ih century silk pointing from Dunhuang. and Dr Chkaya Bhattacharya 
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Hacsner (Independent scholar, Berlin, Germany). who delivered  paper enited 
“Indo-Tibetan Influences in Banners from Dunhuang, Central Asia: A Tribute 0 
Stcin 
The first speaker in pane four, “Sicin and South Asian Archicology’ (Chair: Pro. 
David Bivan) was Prof. Mohammad Rafique Mughal (Prof. of Asian Archacology. 
Dept.of Archacology. Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts), who discussed ‘Sir 
Aurel Sieins Survey of the Thar Desert in 1940-42 and s Impact on Indus 
Archacology’. He was followed by Dr B.R. Mani (Dicctor Isitute of Archacology. 
New Delhi), with a paper emiled “Sicin's Discovery of Kanishkapur Unveiled in the 
Centennial Excavations in 1998-99 in Kashmir': Prof. Abdur Rehman (Dept. of 
History and Archacology. Punjab Universty, Lahore), who discussed *Alexander’s 
Route and Stei: From Messaga to Orga': and Dr M. Salim (Associate Prof, Taxila 
Insitute of Asian Civilizations, Quaid-¢ Azam University. Islamabad), whose paper 
considered *Alexander’s Crossing of the River Jhclum with Reference 1o Stcin 

  

  

    

     

“The ffth and final panel “Sicin, Hungary and South Asia’ (Chair: Prof. Roderick 
Whitfield) fatured Ms Agnes Kelecsényi (Orienial Collection, Hungarian Academy 
of Sciences, Budapest). who discussed *Aurel Stcin and Hungarian Scholarship’s Dr 
Lilla Rusell-Smith (CIAA. School of Oriental and African Studics, Universiy of 
London) with a paper on ‘Sir Aurel Stcin’s Photographs in the Collection of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences in Budapest’, which described  collection of 
approximately 6,500 images, including 2,000 recently discovered photographs: Mr 
Géza Bethlenfalvy (Research Fellow, Hungarian Academs of Sciences and Dept. of 
nner Asian Studis, Botvos Lordnd Universiy, Budapest), who presenied a paper on 
*Aure Stein’s Corespondence with the Hungarian Indologist Ervin Bakiay : and Mr 
Surinder Nath Pandita_ (Independen scholar, New Delhi) with a paper entilled 
“Remembering Sir Aurel Stcin: From Unmapped Accounts of His Kashmir Labours 
which considered Sicin's role as a Sanskriist and included images of collection of 

rare documents and leters from His private colection. The conference came 10 4 close 
witha short ecording of Stcin himsel, speaking in Hungarian. 

        

  

  

The concluding remarks of the conference were presenied by Prof. Roderick 
‘Whilfield. The conference procedings wil be published by th Circle of Inner Asian 
Ant. For further detail plase contact Dr Lilla Russel-Smith at ciaa@soas.ac . 

w2z 

‘The Kingdom of Khotan to AD 1000: A Mesting of Cultures 
‘The British Library, London, UK. 

“The symposium was held in conjunction with the exhibion The Silk Roud: Trade. 
Travel. War and Faith at The Brish Library on 10-11 May, 2004. I sared with & 
fascinating alk given by Prof. P.O. Skiervo (Harvard University): “Khotan between 
Tran and China - Legends on the Silk Road." In this he gave a deailed comparison of 
texts explaining the kegendry orgin of Khotan. J. Cribb (The Bitsh Museun). “The 
Sino-Kharosthi coins from Yotkun' discussed the composite mature ofthe numismatc: 
inds from the egion. Dr C. Baumer (Switzerland) introducd his 1998 expedition (0 
Dandan Ui, with ~ldes showing the present tae of prescrvation of the temple 
originally documented by Stein and of the wooden plaques newly found by Baumer's 
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  expedition. Dr M. Ghose (Ashmolean, Oxford) gave s reapprasal of the iconography 
of the murals 3t Dandan-Uiig” prtly tigeered by Baumer's new fnds. Dr Ghose 
concentracd on the presence of Indin and Sogdian deites in the region with 
compartive materialfrom s far s Dunhuang and Yungar 
  

  

“The o papersread n the afernoon were Dr K. Wil (Akademie der Wissenchaficn 
20 Gotlingen): *Buddhist Sanskrt source from the Souther Silk Road': Prof. R 
Salomon (University of Washingion): Buddhist and secular documents in Kharosthi 
eript from Niya, Khotan and other Tarim Basi sits' n the evening a public lecture 
organised by the Commitee for Central and Inner Asia was given by Prof. F. Grenet 
Ecole Prarique des Hautes Etudes, Paris) 10 a packed audiorium. Eniiled 
amarkand 10 Xi'an: the Sogdian sell-image’, Professor Grenet descrbed the wall 

paintings at Panjikent as wel as more recent Sogdian tombs found in China, and 
pointed out the diffrence between the legends shown in art where the Sogdians 
appearcd sophisticated njoying their wealth and their eal e linked 10 trade. AU 
present oy onc tomb is Known where & caravan i acually shown taking the 
merchant’s wealh into the aftelf: otherwise the images cmphasiscd the iches and 

sophisticaion oftheir owner. 

  

  

  

     
      

  

  

The sccond day of the conference was opencd by M. Padwa (Harvard Uriversity) 
with a paper entitked “The Geography of the Niya Oasis: & comparison of textual and 
archacological evidence’. He gave a very detailed and well-llusirated sty of the 
‘way the housholdsinthe Niya oasis may have been arranged. atempling o calculate 
heir number i diferent periods using archacologicaldata as wll as textual resarch, 
Dr H. Wang (The British Muscum) talked about “Money in Khotan: archacological 
and documentary evidence” drawing aitetion (0 the many different terms used in 
diffrent languages o describe. money. and judging thei actual value. Pror. H. 
Kumamoto (Tokyo Univenity) talked about “The St Petersburg Bilingual documents 
and problemsof chronology” assigning an entiely new chronolog o ate 8h century 
Khotanese history. Prof. T. Takeuchi (Kobe Universty) talked about “Exrly and Late 
Tibetan Textsregarding Khotan'. With his second paper Prof. PO, Skjzervo (Harvard 
University)concluded this mst interestin gathering of cholars. I Perils of princes 
and ambassadorsin th and 10th century Khotan" he gave 4 ascinting accountof the 
dangers Khotanese embassis faced when going via Shazhou (Dunhuang) to Ganzhou 
where 3 period of unrest broke out, and summarised he textual esearch of several 
decades by several scholars. Each paper was followed by a long and good-humoured 
Scholarly discusion. This was 2 very worthwhile conference organised when many 
new ideas are emerging with regards (0 the sty of Khotan. It was especially 
iteresting 10 go 1o the exhibition in the breaks and discuss the exkibited objects with 
the participans. I i planned o publish the proceedings ina conference volume. 

  

  

  

(LRS) 

“Les Sodiens en Chine [The Sogdians ia China} New Rescarch i History, 
Archacology and Philology” 
National Library of China, Beijing. PR. China 

     The conference, held 23" to 25" April 2004 was co-organized by the Ecole Frangaise 
Extréme Orien, the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique. the Nationsl     

W



  

Library of China, Department of Rare Books and Special Collectons, and the Center 
for Studics of Ancient Chinese Hitory o Peking Uy 
“This was the irst cooperatve conference between Chincse and French ins 
the Historical and archacological field. The idea was first mooted when the French 
group led by Professor Frantz Grenet et Professor Rong Xinjiang at Peking. 
Universiy in November 2002, when this wrier was also present. In 1999, China 
came ino the limelight of Sogdian studies and Zoroastrian ant because of some. 
important excavations of Sopdian tombs discovered in north China. Meanwhile, 
French scholars had spent twenty years on excavations and Sogdian rescarches i the 
region of Sogdiana, wih help from Russian and Usbek: collcagucs. Chincse and 
French scholars together decided (0 make. something happen in terms of ‘reviving 
rescarch in Sogdian culure, which was the purpose of this conference. 

     

  

    

Around 150 Chinese. scholars and studenis, twenty scholars from France,fifty 
scholrs from Europe and the US.A., and ten scholars from Japan atended the 
conference. Specialss included archaeologists (excavators of st such as Affasiab 
in Samarkand. Yu Hong’s tomb in Taiyuan, An Jia's tomb in Xian, and most 
recently. Shi Jun's tomb in X'an). and linguistic experts (Prof. Sims-Willams, Prof. 
Yoshida Yutaka in Sogdian inscriptions. and Prof. Geng Shimin in Turkic languages. 
Prof. Duan Qing in Tokhiarian languages). along with art historians and geographic 
rescarchers, thus stmolating questions and debates from various aspects and asuring. 
ahigh standard of discussion. 

  

  

    

For the auditor, it was an exciting although extremely lengihy caravan journey i the 
footsteps ofthe Sogdians, both geographiclly and chronologically, from the western 
end of the Silk Road Palmyra (Prof. Albert Dien) o its casiern end in Chang'an 
(Yang Junkai) and Taiyuan (Prof. Eric Trombert, from Alexander's age (0 the carly 
Islamic period (DrPavel Lur'e). Through thir sudies, we learned that the Sogdians 
were influential and fabulous people along the Silk Road, who acted as merchants 
(Prof. Rong Xinjiang, Dr Arakawa Masaharu), diplomats and adminisiators (Pro. 
Frantz Grened), Zoroastrian priests ( Dr Penclope Riboud, Dr Wang Ding), generals 
and wariors (Dr Etienne de la Vaissiére, Moribe Yuaka), dancers and musicians 
(Prof. Zhang Qingjie. crafismen (Prof. Qi Dongfang on metalwork, Dr Etsuko 
Kageyama on potery). vinters (Prof. Jiang Bogin, Pro. Eric Trombert) . as well as 
muli-lingual and cros-cultural migrant. Historians strted t0 pay more atention (o 
economic_ and demographic studies (Prof. Valerie ansen, Prof. Eric Trombert, 
Jonathan Skaff. O the linguistic side, thanks o Pro. Yoshida who deciphered the 
Sogdian inscription of the Shi Jun couch, and o Prof. Sims-Williams who addressed 
the new editon of the Sogdian ancient letters, we now have  betir undersianding of 
the family reltionships o Sogdians who had migrated to China. 

  

  

  

  

  

The working languages of the conference were Chinese. English and French. It was 
hard for everyone 10 digest a great many Sogdian tems, especially the complicated 
names of kingdoms (Shi Guo =Shahri-sabuz, Shi Guo kesh = Chachi = Tashkent, He 
Guo = Kushanya = Peishambe): ivers (Gui Shui = Amu Darya = Oxus, Nami shui 

Zaratshan): Mahesvara = Weshparkar, Xian = Hu Tian 
Zorousrianism: Helios in Greek = Mithra in Persian = Surya in India: Goddess 

Fortuna = Tyche = Ardoxsho). The terms could be in old Perian, Sanskri, clasical 
Chinese, Tokharian, Arubic, Turki. Russian ei. Everyone expericnced getting los in 

translation, ncluding speakers, audience and translatons. The more language barriers 

  

    
  

       
    

  

   

a  
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e crossed. the more we fell desperae o communicate with others, 35 Prof. Rui 
ing pointed out. Eas with the West, Buddbist and Hindu, Manichacan with 

Zoroastian, Ancient Sogdian and modern scholar. and archacologits, lnguiss, o 
historians with arit. 

  

At the beginning of the conference, the archacological report of Shi Jun's tomb 
(excavated in August 2003 in Xi'an) given by the excavator Mr. Yang Junkai, had 
drawn the stention of the sudicnce. The sione carving on the outer coffn of the 
Sogdian official Shi Jun, demonstrtes visally and most precisely the detaled 
progress of the soul of  Zoroastrian belever passing over the bridge of death (0 be 
welcomed by the Wind God Weshparkr and the goddess Nana. eventally 
approaching Heaven. Afte the report Prof. Grenet pointed out that the sione carving. 
of Shi Jun i the mos fruitfl visual evidence of Zoroustian at work amon theninc 
Sogdian couches presently known from Chia (the othr cight being Yu Hon 
Jia's, Kang Ye's, Tianshui, Mifo, the stones from Anyang in the Musce Guim 
in the Muscum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the double shine of Anyang). Shi Jun's 
tomb can be regarded as ‘the biggest contribution of China 10 the world Zoroastian 
studies' since in Sopdiana el because of the Zoroastrian bural radiion, only 
ossuarics remain, and ltle by way of visual imagery. s0 that the iconography of the 
atelife of Sopdian Zoroastians was vinwally unknown unil it was revealed in the 
tomb of i Jun. 

      

    

  

  

  

One disincive point i tha now scholars ry hard t0 separate the influnces of Ianian 
and Indian cultures on Sogdian cultre: such a the differen origins of the Chincse- 
‘Sogdian words ‘Sabao’ (Iranian: Magus-Sabao) and *Sabo’ (Indian: Maha-Subo): the 
Tranian and Indian concepts of the Chinese word “jindo (tuming). The papers 
presented by Prof. Rong Xinjiang and Prof. Duan Qing (both from Peking 
University). and by Dr Penclope Riboud from the Muse Guime, respectively. 
idenifed th divinitics from ranian and Indian iconography shown on the Chinese 
Sogdian couch from a privat collction, recently xtibited in the Musée Guimet. The 
Hater is one of two newly-discovered or exhibitd Sogdian couches,the othr being 
the stone pancls from Kang Ye's tomb, excavaed in February 2004. These brought 
fresh information of Sogdian images and emphasised.their surpisngly. Indian 
background, which as ong been ignored. aher than an Ianian one. 

  

  

The social role of Sogdian Sabao, has been variously interpretd: originally as 
caravan leader, lter a5 administrator and Zoroastian priest, and even as milary 
commander. AL the conference, the scope of this charismatic term was il further 
enlarged as th chairperson of each section was called Sabao. 

  

vy 

Forthcoming Conferences 

“After Alexander: Central Asia Before Ilam 
‘Themes i the history and Archacology of Western Central Asia” 
‘The British Academy, 10 Carlton House Terrace, London SW1, 23-25 June 2004 

  

The conference., jontly organized by The Bt 
Academy will déal with the developments in Cent 

Muscum and hosted by the Brtish 
‘Asia following the conguests of 
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Alexander the Great, The conference brings together scholars from Rusia, Central 
‘Asia, and Iran, with rescarchers from the U.S.A. and Europe. Panels will be 
conducted from 23 to 25 June, 2004 

      

  

The conference will be opened by Georgina Herrmann and will feature sessions on 
Steppe and the City” with presentations by John Bordmn, Claude Rapin, and 

Paul Berrd: *Money change’. with speakers Joe Cribb, Natasha Smimova. 
Michael Alram, E. Riveludze. and Helen Wang ‘Invasion and Defence” discussed by 
Svend Helms, G Koshelenko, Viadimi Zavyalov. Oliver Lecomie, Kasim Abdullacy 
‘and Osmund Bopearachehi: “Urban Developmen and Life” with papers delivered by 
Guy Lecuyot, Antonio Invemizzi, G. Semyenov, Pierr Leriche, Charlotie Baretin, 
Vasily Gabov, Maurizio Tos, Barbara Cerastt, Simone Mantellini and Bemardo 
Rondeli and the fim sssion on the 25 focusing on “The Movement of deas’ with 
papers presentcd by Katsume Tanabe, Vesta Curtis, Alison Betts, Mehdi Rabbar, and 
Tigran Mkrtychev. Concluding remarks willbe given by Fran: Grenet 

    
       

   
  

     

   

  

    a complet list of the paper iles and absiact, visit the conference website ai 
g brita.ac.uklevents/programmes 004/040623asia bl   

“Conservation of Ancieat Sites on the Silk Road' 
Dunhuang, Gansu Province, PR China, 28 June — 3 July 2004 

   Organ 
coner 
the or 

ed by the Gety Conservaio 
nce is scheduled to g0 ahead from 28 June 3 July 2004, 2 posiponement of 

al Summer 2003 dats which were cancelled due  the SARS epidemic. 

  

The purpose of this conference is 10 bring together specialiss i relevant aspects of 
cultural preservarion for the exchange of deas on the conservation and management 

emple sites alon the Slk Road. Because of limited facilies, the number of 
s is restrcted o 200, Conference languages are English and Chinese. 

  

    
of cave     
    

The conference program willinclude viits 10 the Mogao grotoes, a World Heritage 
Site with wall paintings and sttuary dating from the 4th 1 the L3th centuris. A ten- 
day postconference tour visiting Silk Road sites between Urumai and Kashgar in 
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region i also planned. 

  

  

      
“The full conference announcement s posted i the Conservation section of the Getty 
Web site, wwwgety.edulconservation/. For more information, contact Katbleen 
Louw, Getty Conservation Insitue, 1200 Getty Center Driv, Suite 700, Los 
CA 90049, USA., Tel: +1 310 440 6216: Fax: +1 310 440 T709; 
Mouw@gety.cdu 

  

  

        

37% International Congress for Asian and North African Studies’ 
Moscow, Russia, 16-21 August 2004 

  

Sponsored jointly by the Interational Union of Oriental and Asian Studic. 
Society of Russian Orientalits of the Russian Academy of Sciences, and the Institutc 
of Oriental Studies of the Russan Academy of Sciences,this conference will include 

  

s  
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plenary sesions. paneh and regional symposia (g Sinology. Indology. Arab studics. 
and Alic_ sudies), round table discussion. clases, exhibitions and culural 
excunions. The conference will ake place 16-21 August 2004 

     
  

Regisration snd furher information on the _programy 
hup/isww.orientalisica.nuicanas and gppears in cither 
Informtion may also be obtined through the Organizing Comitee of ICANAS 
XXXVILat 12 Rozhdestvenka St.. Moscow 103753, Russia, Tel: +7(095)928 57 64, 
Fax 47095925 77 88 and can be reached by email: orgeom@oreru: 
secretar@orc.u. 

    

“European Association of Southeast Asian Archacology” 
‘The British Museum, London, UK., -17 September 2004 

“The 10" Intermational EarASEAA Conference will be held at The British Muscum, 
Great Russell Sret, London, WCIB 3DG in association with the Department of 
Asia the Department of Education and the Insiute of Archacology. University 
Coliége London. The conference will run from 1410 17 September with the following. 
weckend It for optional visits and excursions which will be announced in due 

  

  

ndance at the conference will be estricted 10 o 
‘maximum of 150 persons. For futher information, contact Dr Robert Hardy, ¢-mail 
saa@uclac.uk: website: wwvw thebritishmuseum.ac WKisWEASAA doc 
   

‘German Congress of Orieatal Studies and DAVO Congress” 
Halle, Germany, 20-24 September 2004 

“This 29° German Congress s combined with e 11* Congres ofthe German Middie 
East Suies Associaion (DAVO) and will b hld n HalloSule 20-24 Sptember 
2004, The Deutsche Orientaliienta, (German Congress of Orienal Sudics) is 
orgaized by the Deusche Morgenlaendische Geselehal (German Socicty of 
Orienial Studics). The curen evnt i hosed by the Martin-Luther-Universy Hall-   

Wittenberg. one of the places where the Deutsche Morgenlendische Gesellschaft was 
founded more than 150 years ago. 

tadiionally brings together scholars from the. 
following fekds: Ancient Egypt Stdics, Affcan Studies, Studies in the Ancient 
Orient, Arab Studics. Stdis in the Lunguages and Liteaturs of the Chritan Orient. 
Indo-European. Linguistics, India_ Studies (cassical Sanskit as well as modemn 
‘Stbcontinent Sudies). Iranan Sudics, Ilamic Stdics,Japan Sudics, Jewish Sudics, 
Artand Archacology of the Orient, Geography. Semitic Studis, Sinology. Southeast 
Asian Studies, Turcology and Oftoman Studies, Central Asian Studies. Scctions 
(Sektionen) are organized o accommodte.papers and panels in these fields. In 
‘addition o these filds of sty forum will be conducted in Lieraure, Rel 
Law. Anthropology and Poltcy/Contemporary History. 
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“To find out more information on the conference and (0 egisier: Chairman: Profesor 
Dr Jucrgen Paul, Seminar fuer Arabisik, Imwissenschall und Semitisik, Martin 
Luther-Universitaet Halle-Witenberg. Muchlweg 15 06114 Halle(Saale/Germany) 
Fax: +49 345 55 271 23 c-mail info@do2004.de: website: wivk dor2004 de   

“Congress on Turkic Civilization” 
Kyrgya-Turkish Manas University, Manas University, Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 
36 October 2004 

The Second Intermational Congress on Turkic civilization will ke place from 3 10 6 
October 2004 at Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas University. The First Congress under the title 
“Turkic civilization on the theshold o the thid millennium (past, present, future)” 
o0k place in 2000, The Second Intermational Congress will focus on “The role and 
place of the Turkic civilzation amon the world civilzation'. The main aim of the 
Congress i 10 gather the scientists who study i this feld. (0 evaluate the studis 

iade before and to determine the goals i the future. The participants” cxpenses in 
Kyrgyzstan including accommodation, excursions and meals will be met by the 
Organization Commitce. During the congress. guided visits (o the istoical places in 
Kyrgyzstan will be organized. 

  

   

  

“This congress will focus on methodology of the basic components of cvilzation, and 
diversity within patterns of world development, the culture of the Scythians and Huns. 
as sources of Turkic civilization, and the development of Turkic civilization during. 
the Ilamic period, and finally the renaissance of Turkic civilization in the modern 
period. Within these broad stdics, numerous aspects and specializaions will be 
discussed. Additionally,several hisori sits in Kyrgyzstan may be visited. 

  

  

  

  

For further information pleas contact The Organization Commites, Kyrgyz-Turkish 
Manas Universty, Center for Turkish Civilzation Stdics, Prospect. Mira_ 6, 
Bishikck, Kyrgyzstan, Tel: 4996 312 54 10,42 (6 lines), Fax: 4996 312 54 19 35: 54 
3965 c-mail: trkoygar@ manas kg 

  

“Annual Mecting of the Mongolia Society’ 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, US.A., 14-17 October 2004 

‘The 2004 Annual Mecting of The Mongolia Society will be held n conjuncton with 
the Central Eurasian Studies Society (CESS) at Indiana Universty in Bloomington. 
Indiana, 1410 17 October, 2004, 

A cal for panel prticipants and papers went out earlie this year, with the deadline 
forabstract submission no atr than 30 July 2004. In order 0 participate. you must b 
amember of The Mongolia Socity. If you are inerested in submiting  paper. please 
submit your absrac to Susie Drost, The Mongolia Society, 322 Goodbody Hall, 1U. 
1011 E. 3rd St. Bloomingion, IN_ 47405-7005: Tel: +1 812 855 078: Fax: +1 812 
855 7500: e-mail: monsoc @indiana.edu Information on the Mongolia Society along 
with detals of the programme and conference regisiraton can be found on their 
website:wwwindians.edul- mongsoc 

  

   

  

as  



  

   “Text and Image: Tietan Books and their llminations' 
Circle of Himalayan and Tibetan Studics, SOAS, University of London, UK. 

The Circle of Himalayan snd Tibetan Studies has announced a conference day on 
Saturday 6 November 2004 1o be held n the Khalili Lecture Theare at SOAS. For 
farther information pleas visit the websic: wavsos ¢ uk/Religionsserminars um 

  

  

  
‘Art, Architecture & Religion on the Silk Road and Across Ianer-Asian History 
Avstralasian Society for laner Asian Studies Conference, Macquarie University, 
‘Australia, 27 - 28 November 2004, 

Silk Road and Inner-Asian Studies continue (0 attract world wide atention. The focus 
of the fortheoming conference on materal culiure as well s the history and the 
development of religions scross the region is intended o encourage futhr inter- 
discplimay approaches. Previous conferences have barcly touched upon the arcas of 
an, architccure and religion and the significan relations and intraction between 
them. This year's gahering expeets o provide 3 unigue opportuity for historians 
and the wider community (0 exchange deas on these themes 

  

  

     

‘Sponsored by the Ancient History Documeniary Rescarch Centre and the Department 
of Ancient Histoy. the conference will take place at Macquarie Univerity Saturday 
27 and Sunday 28 November 2004, 2004 marks the 10" anniversary of gatherings and 
provides an ideal opportunity (o celebrate  decade of Ausiralasian scholarly research 

hese diverse fields.   

For furthr information, plcase contact cither Co-ordinator: Beth Lews, Tel: 461 2 
9850 7560: Fax: +61 2 9850 9001: ¢-mail: blewis@hmn.mg.edu.au or the Convenor 
Dr Ken Parry, Tel +61 2.6294 1021: e-mail: Kendee @bigpond.com 

  

  “Eoropean Association of South Asian Archacology’ 
British Muscum, London, UX. 48 July 2005 

“The next meeting of the EASAA will be held in London. 48 July, 2005. Following 
established traditions, the conference wil provide  venue for the presentation of 
recent fickdwork, excavation and new rescarch. All papers will be clusered into 
thematic sessions. With this announcemen, the London Organising Commitice 
invits collcagues 10 propose themes for thsc sessions. A cal for indiidul papers 
il be made ata bt sage 

  

Each session will be organised around a specific theme. Momings will be spent on 
reports on recent fekdwork, excavation and new rescarch. Afiemoon sessions will 
nvolve convenonspresenting papers reflecting on the stae of esearch,the dircction 
of scholanhip and the various problems facing.the subject arca addressed by the 
session. Convenors wil then lead a question-and-amswer ession and/or 4 round-tsble 
discussion involving both participants and the audience. 

  

  

“The Organising Commitice includes: Mr Joe Cribb (Bitish Muscum): Dr D, Fuller 
(Initue of Archacology. UCLY: Dr John Guy (V&A): Robert Harding (Initue of 
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Archacology, UCLy: Jusin Morrs (Britsh Muscum: Dr Giles Tillotson (SOASY: 
Professor Michacl Wills (De Montfort Universiy: chairof the commitie), 

For any inquiries as o the convenors or papers please contct the Comittce 
Secretary, Dr Robert Harding (c-mail: obert hrding @ucl.a.uk). 33 @ uclac.uk 

  

  

e  
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

New publications on Central Asia 

Lit de pierre, sommeil barbare: présentation, aprds restauration et remontage, 
une banguette funéraire ayant appartenu 3 un aristoctate d'Asie centrale venu 
sétabir en Chine au VI sidcle. Pp4S, Paris: Musée mational des ans asiatiques 
Guimet, 2004, €18, 

  

This wellillustrted booklet was produced in connexion with a smal disply in o 
ower gallery at the Musée Guime, hld from 13 April 10 20 May 2004, The occasion 
was the loan, following conservation,from the Vahid Kooros collction, Houston, of 

unusually complete Sogdian funerary couch o the sixth century from Anyan 
Henan province, similr 10 he one presently exhibited at the Briish Library from the 
Miho Muscum, and 10 those excavated i recent years in X'an and Taiyuan. This 
‘couch is complete with ten pancls of uniform height (90 cm high. and five 10 six 
centimetres thick, but of varying widths), carved on the innce faces only. the original 
tone dais (comprised of ten slabs 30 cm high and 9 cm thick, milred a the comners 
and lacking only, except for two small fragment. the thrce Ml slabs forming the 

wual bed) and four sculpturesin the round, two of guards and two of lons. The ten 
Kunmen or simulated openings ofthe base,thre wider openings a the front and back 
and wo narrower ons a the sides,are ll carved n low relif (unlike the couch i the 
Tianshui Muscum, which also has Separat sculpted figure, in ths case of musicians, 
but where the panels at the back are lef plin — sce Monks and Merchants pp304 
31, 

    
  

    

  

1 is especially appropriate that this new example of Sogdian funcrary art should be 
displayed for the first time at the Musée Guimet, which has long shown 4 pancl 
carved with thre frames from a similarcouch, part of aset of cight stonesdiscovered 
in 1922, also near Anyang (the others are kept in the Museu fu Ostasiatische Kunst, 
Koln, the Muscum of Fine Arts, Boston, and the Freer Gallery, Washingion, D.C.) 
Due meniion s given to Gustina Scaglia who irst recognized the sigificance of these 
relies in an arile in Aribus Asiae (volume XXI. 1958, pp2-28); recent years have 
witnesed new inds 3nd & mas of new rescarch by scholars such as Boris Marshak, 

ane de I Vaissire, and Franz Grene, as wel s Jiang Bogin and Rong Xinjiang 
present publication, introduced by Jean-Frangois Jarige, President of 
1, and Jean-Paul Desroches, Conservateur général, Boris Marshak 

‘ontributes a short inroduction, summarizing previous scholarship. nd poining out 
that “this funrary couch belongs to this group of monuments which have in common 
numerous motifs which, hawever,are never e one of the scenes that 

. Compared to Buddhist a, he iconographic and 
stylisic taditons of this Sino-Sogdian art are much less strong. Thus in this pericd, 
there i no longer  uniform iyl and artss who are lmost exact contemporaries 
Fval in invention through variation of comimon 
extent even, in which the chary 
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scenes themselves, however, ar presnied in 4 similar manner. carved on panels of 
similar stone, once brighily pained and gikled a the An Jia unerary couch of 580 
discovered in Xi'an has shown, Desroches likens the iconography of these panch to 
individualtheatica scenes. " sercs of colourful snapshots from 3 cvilzation tht s 
awakened from itslong silénce by the mastery of art alone. i evident though that 
Marshak's inuiton concerning the character of the occupant of the tomb must be on 
the.right lines, and that the scenes depicted around each funerary couch must be 
related 10 cach other and to the life of the deceased, as also suggested by de la 
Vaissire in elation o the Mito couch, 

    

Catherine Delacour, Curator at the Musée Guimet, provides an introduction (0 the 
Sogdians and the funerary. monuments of the_Icading. members of the Sogdian 
community in China in-the sixth century. with representative llustrtions and 
references o the various monuments s far Known in his catcgory. Her short essay s 
followed by her colleague Pénélope Riboud's detaled description of the funerary 
couch shown a the Guimet, with fll-page colour photographs of each ofth fen main 
pancls as well us of the ten carvings in the openings around th base,all accompanicd 
by outline drawings. This exemplary presentaton is folowed by an account of the 
conservation work already camicd out on the couch, by Daniel Ibled. The most 
important work. after the broken pancls had been repaired and those with cracks 
reinforced, was the emoval of th fin clay dust that hd setted and soldified n the 
pigment layer, before the pigments could be fixed. Most of the panels had been 

Ihed soon afer excavation, with resulant loss and weskening of most of the 
pigments. Only two pancl. those which were badly broken, had ot been treated in 

  

    

  

mounted on a syringe. This 
lengthy but extremely precis method allowed the removal of the clay while kecping 
the pigments and gilding intact. The water was then slowly removed from the tanks. 
Onece the treated panels had dried completely. nothing was left on the surface apart 
from a very thin film of clay which is even les evident aftr the pigments have been 

fixed.” The same procedure was used for the other pancl, except hat s th pigment 
layer had already been greatly weskened. it was necessary 10 fix the exposed 
pigments and gilding befor soaking. 

   
  

    

Two further essays complete this publcation: in the first (pp37-42), Catherne 
Delacour makes a prefiminary study of the music and dance morifs seen on the blocks 
forming the base, and in the main panels: in the second (pp43-47). Pénclope Riboud 
has made a similarstudy ofth rligious conography.   

“This beautiul couch was furher enhanced. in the choice display at the Musée 
Guime, by related picces being shown alongside. The ltter included. besides the. 
Guimet's own three-panc] slab from Anyang mentioned above, 2 small wooden 
carving of a skender dancer plying the pipe, found by Pellotat Kucha, and two of 
the diamond-shaped e rom the Xiudingsi pagoda near Anyang. one being of & 
male dancer. Other exibits included a ptiey flask and sancai wer, similar (0 moiifs 
seen on the main pancl of the couch, and also decorated with dancers, and an actual 
pipa of Tang type, with four strings and crooked neck. 
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(Chine, IBmpire du trit callgraphies et dessins du Ve au XIXesidcle 
by Nathalic Monnet. Pp. 256, Pari: Bibliothéque naionale de France, 2004, €45 

  

A substanial catlogue accompanies the exhibition of the same il held at the 
Bibliotheque nationale de France in the Frangais Mitterand sit. from 16 March t0 20 
June 2003, For anyone receiving and reading this in the few days tht remin before 
the exhibition closes,the isplay amply tepays the hardship of gaining the entrance 
across acres of windswept teak decking. and is of particular interest for the 
opportunity 10 see under optimum conditions a large number of the amazing 
manuseripts collected from the Library cave at the Mogao caves, Dunhuang, by Paul 
Pellor. These include notonly Buddrist and Daoist manuscripts daing from the carly 
fh century onwards, bt a good number of the rough sketches and ink dravwings that 
relae direly, whethe as preparatory cartoons or us copies of mural painings and 
painings on silk from the same sitc. Among them, the illustrated handscrols of the 
contest between Sarputra and the Heretcs. and two version of Ksitigarbha and the 
“Ten Kings of Hell, ar shown nolled o their fullest extent: s0 00 s the Ruiyingiu 
or picure of auspicious manifesttions, nd a considerable portion of an llustated 
Guanyin suta, incomplte but sl over six metes long. This i in additon 10 a arge 
umber of printd and illustrated books from ater centurics, which are also admirzbly 
and informatively_presented and swdicd in the cxhibition and catalogue by Dr 
Nathalic Monnet, Chief Curator at the Biblothéque nationale. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Of greatest intrest 10 readers of this Newsletter, however, will be the documents 
acqired by Paul Pllot in Dunhusang, which continue 10 amaze by thei sheer quality 
and beauty. Many of the manuseripts ae intimatcly linked with Dushuang. not only 
by thei provenance from the Library cave, but aso by having been created cither at 
or specifically for this most imporani Buddrist cnire. Not only Buddhist 
manuseripts, but Chinese lteary, istoical and classical documents are included. 
Pride of place is given to some of the carles scrols, wrtten on silk, rather than 
paper. 

  

  

  

The calogue is very well ilusraed, with colour illusrations where appropriste 
throughout, and 3 number o full-page details. There s a very good biblography and 
index. but Chinese readers should be warmed that thre are a few errors in the Chines. 
headings at the 10p of cach catalogue cntry.the result of typing i th pinyin without 
checking that the computer has provided the comect chojee of character. The 
exhibiton forms partof a general focus on China in Paris this year, complementing 
the extibition Montagnes Céesis at the Grand Palas (which als features three large 
painings from Dunhuang) and an exibition on Kangxi at the Palace of Versailles. As 
Such, it s intended for the general public, with informative discussion of the rok of 
clligraphy.the making of ink and paper, among others, and close-up brush-p video 
displays of caligraphy in action. 
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Central Asian Temple Banners in the Turfan Collection of the Museum fur 
Indische Kunst, Berlin (Painted Textilesfrom the Northern Silk Route) 
by Chhaya Bhatacharya-Hacsncr, Berln: Dierich Reimer Verla. 2003, Hb. pp. 496, 
4 maps, 16 colour pltcs, 864 b&w. illu., 53 drawings, bibliography. index, €289.00. 

  

  

  

“This longawaited catalogue fll 4 very big £3p in the publications of important 
collecions of Central Asian painting. For almost one hundred years research had to 
rely on the publicaions of Albert Grinwedel and Alber von Le Coq presenting the 
material brought back by the four Turfan expediions (1902-1914). Apart from these, 
only the catalogues of occasional exhibitions of this imporant material were 
available, always leaving the specialist (o wonder what clse lay hidden in the 

     
    

Turfan i an oasis town on the Northern Silk Road and is stil thiving. Some time in 
the b century, Uygur groups occupied this region moving down from thei original 
homeland in today's Mongolia, where they had ruled an all powerful Kaghanate. 
which was destroyed by the Kyreyz in 841. The ruling class o the Uygurs had been 
‘converted to Manichacism and employed Sogdian and Chincse atisans and workmen 
1o build their towns. They adopted witng systems bascd on the Sogdian and thercby 
developed a distinct cultural idenity. unlike other nomadic groups which were casily 
swept away by Chinese cultural superority. Once they moved (0 the Turfan region 
the Uygurs continucd to develop their art in  distnct fashion, and at the same time 
absorbing the sophisticated cultre of the local Chincse and Tocharian groups. Tang 
‘China had controlld this region in the 8th century. and the finds from the Astana 
tombs, dating 1o the rule of the Chincse, atiest o the high level of leracy, and the 
awareness of Chinese fashions and ar, 

    
  

   
  

  

  

            

  

    

The four Turfan expeditions found fragments of Uygur Maichacan and Buddhist 
painting fragments and murals as well s stucco sculptures and paintings from earlicr 

periods from the neighbouring cultural centres. In this book Bhattacharya-Haesner 
publishes for the frt time almost the entie collection of silk fragments and other 
painted texikes. Her method for selecton was based on shape. In Essay $ eniled 
“Banners from Turfan' (pp38-50) she gives a very detaled study of ll the bamner 
sapes included i this catalogue and their origins. The term “baner” s traditionally 
used t0 indicate religious paintings which were originally hung ik temple flags and 
are very typical ofthe art ofthe Turfan region s wel as Dunhuang. As Bhattacharya- 
Hacsner judged some silk fragments o come from silk paintings not shaped as 
banners she excluded those, but the majority of the collection is vailabe for further 
sudy or the firs time. 

     

  

  

  

No doub 10 keep the book's price down. except for 16 colour plates. the res of the 
illustrations are in black and whitc. As the art of the Uygurs i very colourful and 
extensive gold decoration was used this s in & way 3 shame. bul means tht a wider 
audience will have access to this catalogue. Together with the availible catalogucs. 
showing the best known picces this i g a very important handbook.' I is 

nediately apparcnt for example that the largest picces have already been widely 
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reproduced, and there e few surpise for the general reade. The majoriy of the 
collection consiss of very mall fragments duc {0 the way the material was found. 
Unlike in Dunhuang where Cave 17 protected the careflly siored and rolled up 
painings from the westher behind a secrt wall, these fragments were found among 
the ruins of buiklings covered by sand. Many were also desroyed by local people 
who did not value them at the time. Zsuzsanna Gulicsi has published all Manichacan 
puintings in 2001 (Manichaean Art in Berlin Collecions, Turbhout: Brepols, 2001 
reviewed in CIAA Newsleter, Issue 15 June 2002, ppST-59), s for the irst e the 
majority of the collection of the portabl pantings s availble for study: only the 
Buddhist paper fragments ill awat cataoguing. The few Manichacan bamers are 
included in both catalogucs 

    

Bhattacharya-Hacsner had been a curaor a the National Museum in New Delhi and 
Knows the Dunhuang material intimately. Her long:standing interest has been 
Study of the links: especially of Indian iconography spreading (0 the oasis towns of 
‘Dunhuang and Turfan. In this volume afer the “Intoduction” she included fve essays 
o summarise the results of her own rescarch. Essays | and 2 entitled “Terminology of 
textile, orgin and types of sl loom and weaving appliances' and “Techniques of 
tie-and-dye (bandhni) and ikar” are inroductions (0 th various techniques used in 
preparation of the Slk of these paintings and temple flags. Essay 3 i the resull of 
Bhattacharya-Hacsner'slong research of the Indian origins of Dunhuang paining and 
its comparison to Turfan: Paradise scenes in Ceniral Asian art: s sources'. Allhough 
it ineresting 0 read, as unforunately very few Pore Land fragments have survived 
from the Turfan area. 1 feel that it i not entirely relevant in  catalogue of this 
importance. Essay 4 sudics specfic quesions of “The Buddhist iconography of 
Turfan’. AS indicated. essay . introduces Bhattacharya-Haesner's puinsiaking and 
wel-llsirated research on the diferent types of bunners used. Mising i a isorical 
introduction o the region. I the Introducton there i a very small section (number 6) 
eniild *History of Turfan’ (pp1-15), bot this s shorter tha th sections introducing 
the monks Faxian (pp15-16), Xuanvang (p1) and Yijing (pp16-17). Although  agree 
hat these monks played a very important role. in the spread of Buddhism in the 
region, a5 wel as leaving contemporary records of Turfan, 4 longer introduction of 
the historyis necessary. 

    

  

“There are many questons tll not satsfactorily answered n the research of Uygurart, 
as the formaton of Uygur Buddhist an, the consesion of Uygurs from 
hacism 1o Buddhism and whether Manichacan art was contemporary with 

Buddhist an or one suceeded the othe as hasbeen originally thought. Bhattacharya 
Hacsner scems 10 believe the former, judging by the desciption of 4 group.of 
fragments which, accordin to her, show Manichacan clects painted over a Buddhist 
puinting (MIK 11 46068 and other fragments catalogue number 557). However, she 
does not address thee questions n the introductory essays except for a shrt section 
entiled “dating” in essay S, which dwells mosly on pre-Uygur inscribed examples 
from Toyok. Z. Gulfes has recently published an atcle which outlines the need for 
reassessment from_the. Manichacan point of view. * In-the appendix *Uighur 
Incriptons on the Banners from Turfan Housed in the Museum fir Indische Kunst 

      

  

     

    

  

Zsurana Galic 2023001, “Dutin the ‘Penian” and Chincse Syl Remins of Usgur 
Nenichacan A A New Raducabon Dt snd i Inplcations o Cenisl A A 1ty s sk o 7.5 CO02 03 ps 3. 
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by Takao Moriyasu and Peter Zieme, Moriyasu repeats his long-held view that 
conversion to Buddhisim 100k place n the second halfof the 10th century. He believes 
therefore that “the Uighur Buddhis painings or inscriptions found at Trfan cannot 
have been madebefore the 10th century’ (p461). Bhatacharya-Haesner does not 
adres this point, and she continues 1 date some of the aintings from Khocho 1o the 
9th - 10th centuris. somewhat confusingly. The question of dating is notoriously 
dificul due 10 the lck of inscriptons. the method of cyelical Ugur daing which 
does notuse eign dates like the Chinesé and because the region was autonomous and 
cul off from China in the 9th — 10th centuris, and so historical ecords are not off 

wch help eithr. Further appendices are by Rong Xinjang: ‘Chinese inscriptions on 
the Torfan Textiles in the Museum of Indian A, Berlin® (pp475-476): Barbara 
Schrdter “Central Asian Temple Banncrs: Techniques of Production, Omamentation, 
and Embroidery” (pp477-490) and Kazuko Sakamoto & Mitsuo Kimura: Analysis of 
Texiles from Central Asia” (pp491-496). 

  

  

  

  

“The catalogue iself is spread over four hundred pages (ppS1-422). Afer the 16 
beautifully-produced colour plates (ppS1-68).the descriptive catalogue strs. Each 
eniry i illustrated with various sizes of black-and-white photographs. some very 
small, others occupying almost a full page. These are very well eproduced. and the 
details can be clearly stdid. Bhattacharya Hacsner divided the (ragmentary material 
o groups broadly based on ther recognisable iconographic detils. It cannot be 
suffciently emphasised how fragmented this materal is: and it is ofien incredibly 
diicul 10 recogise any detals on the fragments. By aranging them ino themaic 
groups Bhatacharya-Haesner miade the futur rescarch of cerain important questions, 
Such s the depiction of bodlisatrvas or sutras n the Turfan region much easie than 
ever before. Also important i 1o sce the provenance of these paintings: through the 
thematic study of the fragments the importance of other regional cenlres such as 
Toyok in the ih - Ot centuris fo various subjects becomes very clear, 

  

      

  The drawback of Bhattacharya-Haesner’s arrangement is tha it reles on defnite 
ognition of morifs. which in the case of such huge materal willineviably riise 

discussions in the future. She also avoided publishing the fragments belonging 
together as one tem, unless the morifs were acually continuous. However, if she is 
convinced that ragments were once part of one painting she always indicais tis in 
the respective descrptions. The iconographic groups ar: ‘Banners and canapies” 
(pPT0-88) of banners o decorated with figures: "Buddha and rlated themes” (ppSS- 
161) including the Purc Land fragments for cxample: ‘Bodhisativas” (ppl61 
“Buddhist deites” (pp286-335) including the lokapalas, Hari 
emons, arhars monks e and also sroll borders,lotws seats, and aurcoles; “Donors 
and other figures’ (pp336-368): “Manichacan figures' (pp368-386); ‘Drapery and 
othens” (pp386-422): and “Miscellaneous” (pp422-432) mosly showing very tiny 
fragments with no ecognisable theme. Two Concordance lists,alst o banners lost in 
World War 11, an extensive Bibliography and an Index accompany this substantsl 
volume which is an important addiion t the libray of anyone interesied in Central 
Asian 

  

  

        

  

  

  

LRS 
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Drevaie vigury VIILIX v [Ancient Uygors 8th-9th centurics] 
by K. Kamlov. Almaty: Nash Mir, 2001, b, pp 216, Bibliography. In Russian, 
Enquiries only, Dr Kamalow at abletk@yahoo.com 

Although research on the history of the Uygurs strted as soon as the importat fnds 
were discovered in the Turfan area i the frt part of the twentieth century. most of 
the research s sill scaiered in artcles. The best summary of the avaikible 
information s in handbooks such as the History of Civilsations in Central Asia 
produced by UNESCO Publishing. but these are necessarily very short. To dae no 
book on the history of the Uygurs has been produced in English. although some 
publications are availble in Chinese and Russian. 

Kamalov’s book concentrates o the period of the Uygur Khaghanate (744-841) and 
s based on the author's PAD dissertation. Kamlov i obviously i a good position (0 
incorporate all Russian language publcations. but he s also aware of research in 
Wester languages, Chincse. Japancse and Uygor. His book thercfore becomes the 
most up-o-date handbook on tis period's hisory. 

  

(Chapter One describes the history of research in this field. Chapter Two is entted 
“Historical sources about the history of the Uygur Khaganate” and consiss of two 
pars: “Chinese hisoris" and *Ancient Turkic, Arabic and Persian histories'. Chaptrs 
“Three (ppS5-125) and Four (ppl26-178) contain the actal critical analysis of evens 
‘and primary and secondary sources ofthe istory of the Uygur Khaganate. The author 
proceds in chronologicalorder, but aso focuses on cetain important aspeets, such as 
the links to China during the An Lushan rebellon (755-762) (pp96-106)or the Usur- 
Tibetan wars (790-792) (pp160-178). Describing these imporiant periods the author 
Hist all availabl istorical works in order (o reconsiruct the most lkely chain of 
events. Chapter Five concludes with the Uygor-Kyrgyz wars and the fall of the Uygur 
Khagarate. There are two appendices: a translation of the Chincse text on’the 
Karabalghssun inscripton and 3 lst of the Uygur Kaghans names and ther datcs, 
where availble. An cxtensive Bibliography completes the volume with books divided 
into Russian, Chinese-Japanese-Uygur and Wester books. It would be desirable to 
transtate an updated version of this ook into English 

    

  

LRS 

‘Symbols through Time: Interpretng the Rock Act of Central Asia. 
by Andrzej Rozwadowski. Poznan: Insitute of Eastern Studies, Adam Mickiewics 
University. 2004, pp. 132, b.&ew. illus..colour plate, bibliography.     

The fiekd of rock an research in Central Asia i highly speciaised and not really 
Known outside its small circe of scholas and rescarchers. The tem “rock at” refers 
10 images carved into natural stone, petroglyphs, or pained upon is surfaces. The 

Jaterare rare in Cental Asia a petroglyph images predominate, Overall hese have 
been recorded and studied by numerous Soviet rescarchers since the 
century but have been inaccevsible due in par to language bariers. An 
survey of Central Asian ock art was wriien in Russian by Yakov Sher (1980), bu, 
unfortunately. has et 1o be transhted into English. Thus, Rozwadowski’s ltest 
volume.published in English is important and imely for it provides an excellent 

  

    
      

    

s
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introduction to previous Central Asian rescarch as well 
developments 

  

discussing its more 

  

The book is an accessible summary of Rozwadowskis rescarches based at the Adar 
Mickiewicz University. Poznan, Poland cosering 4 period of over ten years. I i 
vichly llstrated with black and white tracings of ptroglyph images and features an 
‘excelent appendi of colour photographs of rock art scenes and rock ar site. 

    

“The book is divided int four sections. The first section introduces the reader 10 the 
‘rand narmtive of archacological chronology i the rgion and reviews the history of 
study since the 19th century when the area was known as Turkestan. It also discusses 
the thomy issue of dating the oldest petroglyph images. There are many claims of 
Palacolithic rock ar, but without absolute dates thir actual age is a malter of 
speculation. This comects with  lair chapier where Rorwadowski provides 
cautionary tale of rock paintings in Uzbekistan which were traditionally believed fo 
by Palacolithic. His rescarches, however, found some of the images were more 
consistent with paintings created during th festival of Navruz by Tajk individual in 
the thnographic present. The implications are profound as ather claims of *Stone 
Age? images across Cenlral Asia need o be e-cxamined in the light o being possibly 
‘younger than originally surmised. 

   
  

        

The second section of the book provides an English summary of Rozwadowski 
doctoralthesis (published in Polish, 2003) on the symbology of Bronze Age roc 
in Cental Asia. He argues many of the images connect o whal is known of carly 
Indo-Iranian cosmology. in paricula, the motif of the bull and how it dynamically 
relates to other aspects of Indo-lranian belifs and mythology. Another morif which 
Rozwadowski analyses concerns the so-called “solar-headed gods'. These images are 
of anthropomorphic figures with nlarged heads that cmit fines and dots which are 
aditonally inerpreted as solar rays. These images have visionary features which 
could have been linked (0 experiences from the consumption of soma (haoma). a5 
evocaively described i the Rig Veda by this famous passage: 

      

  

  

“We have drunk the Soma: we have become immortal: we have gone (0 the light, 
have found th gods.” (Rig Veda 8.8 - rans. O'Flaherty 1981: 134), 

    

Purt three marks a new direction in Rozwadowski'sresearches as he explores the rock 
images from the time of the Early Nomads circa 500 BCE up to the Early Turkic 
Sieppe expansions circa 500 CE. In Central Asia the Early Nomads are commonly 
referted (0 as the Saka (var. Sako-Seythians) and they hold many similarites © the 
reater Seytho-Siberian pan-culture. The zoomorphic imagery of this ime, known & 
the so-called “animal styk’, features mifs of maral deer. wild boar and feline-like 
predators. Meanwhile, the Early Turkic period i distinguished by the appearance of 
petroglyphs of horsemen carrying banners and images of woles. The woll matif was 
most likely used on Turkic warrior banners, whie the wolf became an imporiant 
symbol of the mlary cl 

  

  

  

  

    “The fourth and fina chaptr of the book then takes us 10 the ethnographic presen, 
Here Rozwadowski examines the continuities and discontinuites of folk tradiions 
and rock art under the influence of skam. As previously menioned,there are son 
rock paintings which have been made by Tajks during Noveuz. I is sho 

  

    

55  
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ethnographiclly recorded that decorations were painied by Tajk families upon the 
outer walls of their houses. Afterwards they would visit local mazars, sacred places, 
and make rock painiings. Rozwadowski then continues the theme of the sacred 
landscape through the examination of folk Islamic. practices which.incorporate 
pariculr ock stes ntolocal holy sies. 

  

ATl in all,tis new volume represents a important synihesis o old and new rescarch 
in Cental Asia tha not only provides a vahable resource for English speaking 
audiences, but workd-wide rock art sudicsin general 
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Arts of Central Asia, 
Min Byung-hoon er al, Eshibition (Dec. 2003 — Feb. 2004) Catalogue, National 
Muscum of Korea. Pp. 334, 176 color figs. and 96 b.&w. Seoul: The Muscum 

Member Society of Korea, 2004. Korean Won 33.000 

  

The Ot expeditions 1 the Tarim Basin, led by Count Otuni Kozui in the first 
decades ofthe 20th century. etablished the Japanese a major academic conlributors 
10 Silk Road studics. A signifcant amount of excavated relic from the three Otai 
expeditons was divided beween the National Museum, Tokyo and the National 
Muscum, Seoul. Aris of Central Asia, the catalogue accompanying the exhibition. 
showcases_approximatcly five hundred objects drawn mainly from the Korean 
collction. These are organized into three catcgories of religion, everyday life and 
burial customs, and inclue a wide-range of mateials and techniques datin from the 
20d 10 19th centuries CE 

  

  

  

In the religion secton, Buddhist paintings begin with wall fragments from Kucha 
cave temples with youthful, lvely and tenttively-drawn Jaraka figures in the nude 

11 pI8 and figur 1-3, p9). Motifsof seated Buddhas deriving from the “Ten 
Thousand Buuddhas" theme (fgures 5-8. pp26-8) and Uighur insciptions (1 
11, pp29-30) on wall fragments. both from Turfan, give way gradully o the 
claborate iconography of mature-lookingBodbisattvas o ful-length Buddhist 
banners from Dunhuang (fgures 15-17. pp34-6). Most notable, perhaps, is a small 
el from Temple V. Miran, depicting with bold outines an Indian prince from the 
Visvantara Jatoka (fgure 12, p31). This same temple was where the notorious 
Brami imcripion of the name of an atist Tt (thoughi 1o b from the Latin Titus) 

scholars an at hisorical basis fo linking Miran to he Roman 
Miran it to the 3rd century CE. 

     

  

  

    
    

s6



  

CIAA Newsletter Issue #19 New Publ 

  

tior 

  

Buddhist sculpure in mostly (ragmented remains inludes only a single Buddha head 
i the Gandhara spirt from an unknown provenance (figure 20, p39). More numerous 
are Devard heads. with European hairdo from Turfan (fgures 213, ppi0-2) and 
warrior heads with frowning expressions from Karashabr (fgures 25-6, pd5). with 
wester clements succumbing 10 more pronounced local sculptural styles. Khotan 
contributes a host o palm-sized and deniical-looking figurines of scated and sanding 
Buddhas (figures 29, p4§ and 3541, ppS1-54), headiess (orsos of apsaras in fying. 
poses (figure 30, p48) and. interesting reies of *Miraculous Rebirth n Lotus” with 
miniature torsos encrcled by strings of beads rsing above the lotus flowers (fgures 

34, ppS0:51). Amidst such a broad array of Buddhist imageries is clay figure of 
the Greco-Egypian god Serspis (gure 19. p38). Although Serapis was clarly not 
Buddhist, his unexpected appearance in the largely Buddhist arena is useful in 
estabishing a relative chronology for the first eniry of western culure 1o Khotan. 
True 10 its Alexandrian prototype, the Central Asian Serapis is scated on 4 large 
European-styld chair with a high back. He wears a bushy beard and a fetlty symbol 
on his head and is accompanied by a Cerberus figure by his right knce. Although 
sculptural deails in the clay work are worn, the Serapis satue,dated 0 the 20d - 3rd 
centuries CE serves asan invaluable example of visual documentary of the depth of 
western penciration in the art history of ancient Xinjian. 

  

    

    

  

  

  

  

  

Everyday objects. which make up the most extensive and vared dispay. consised of 
 lree quaiity of canhenwar 1 both complet and shard foms Uslarian pcces 
Such 0 Jrs and dishes, appcar Whol (Tgurcs 46-54. pp2-9). Homan and snimal 
Teads 4 fgures and applgué decorive M in various e of fragmentation 
e broken vstiges of e oiginal shapes and comexts (fgurcs 64-81 ppT6-59). 
Tems i other matrial (mosly completd) include wooden vesses (igurcs 8692, 
PP2-100) and implements (fgure. 101-03. ppl08-9) for the house and the farm, 
bronse sl (gores 1249, ppI36-141) and coins (figures 13-4, p144) withanial 
oulines and Chines charates. 3 bromse mirmor (Tgore 130, pi2) and og (Tgore 
135. pp15-6), continers crafed from tetle with tched. cmbroidered or woven 
decorations (fgures 111114, ppl 13-125) and a shoe (gure 118, p130),acup (gore 
119, pI31) and o water bag (fgure 120, p132) fashioned from lather. Wihin the 
catcgory of mundanc objects i a amphora styled cay vase (fgure 45, ppb0-1) from 
Khotan wilh two handlcs and roste appliqués dated 1 the 3rd -th cemurics CE. 
Somewhat crude in exceuion and rustic n appearanc, il posess a shapely 
clegance that rescmbles the handicess Chinese . An impressive paem of 
incisons and wel-placed apliqué i of beaded rocte in the Khotan vexel 
again enforcs e presence of westemized tse inancent Xinjang. 

  

   
  

  

    

  

Burial cusioms are represented by relics from Astana and Karskhoja tombs near 
Gaochang, the castem-most oasis on the northern route with the greatest signs of 
Chinese influence. The impact of Han funeray practice (albeit i a Tang tomb) can b 
vividly (el in (wo ramie and silk depictions of Fuxi and Niwa, porraying 4 
characterstc Han molf of a couple in red joined at the waists, with lower bodis 
entwined and evolving ino an abstract form (fgures 137-8, pp1S0-3). There are 
umerous examples of rough-hewn daily vessels with simple forms crafied in wood 
and clay (figures 144-157, ppl60-9). OF panicular inerest are black-painted 
containers highlighted by large chalky drops of white dots fike pearls floating on o 
dark pool (fgures 144-50, pp160-3). According 1o the exhibiton catalogue, the pearl 
drops. represent. Gaochang descendents of Sassanian beads, and the characteistic 
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puinting style with pearl malifs reappears in the roof tles of the Unified Sill 
tesing 0 th transmision of art from the ancient Near Eant via Central Asia 10 the 
Korean peninsula (sc¢ p323) 

  

As human figures in assorted clay forms also accompanied the dead in Han borial 
practce,such tems e wel eaturd inthe burialcustom category. These range from 
a black-and white standing Tang civi offcal in 4 sympathetc atitude (fgure 171, 
P183) 10 two figurines of wariors displaying the use of bright colours on their armour 
(figures 1734, ppl85-7) and a number of female and male clay Chinese heads 
atached 10 raw wooden columns.(fgures 166:9, ppI79-182). Also present is @ 
familiar Chinese tomb guardian in the form of & head in painted clay feauring 3 
elmet and a gros facial expression (igure 140, p13). The sculpture of a Tang lady 
mounted on  horse i of special intrest (fgure 164, pp175-7). Compared to most of 
the other figurs. it appears. more substantal n Size with reater refinement in 
craftsmanship and tastefol use of colours. Moreover, it exemplifis Chinese aeshetic 
approsch in sculpure. Swit fin fincs represent the eyes and eycbrows: @ spread of 
smooth red pigment represents the mouth and the whole lower_body: and an 
applicaion of stark black paint stands for he headdress. Thus physical details and 
material texture i the sculptural and realistic sense are summarily glossed over in 
favour of definition by pure colours and lnes, inthe astem style. 

  

    

Arts of Central Asia is 3 sumptuously illustrated catalogue with main text in Korean 
‘and abstract in Chinese and English. For further informalion, s the website of the 
National Museum of Korea, Scoul, at p:/swww.museum g0 ke 

  

[Khau Ming Rubin, MPHl stucens, SOAS, Universiy of London. U.K.] 

“The Glory of the Silk Road. Art from Ancieat China 
by Li Jian (ed), Ohio: The Dayton Art Institute, 2003, pb. pp. 251, ilusraed in 
colour throughou, lst of Chinese characters map. index., biblography. 

“This lavishly llustrated cataogue accompanied an exhibition first shown in the 
Dayton At Institute, Dayion, Ohio and then at the Memphis Brooks Museum of Ar. 
Tenncssce, US.A. in 2003. Al lenders to the exhibiton were important Chinese ar 
insittions including the Donhuang City Museur, the Gansu Provincial Muscum, the 
National Muscum of Chinese History,the Shaanxi History Muscum, the Xi'an Beilin 
Muscu,the Xinjiang Initte of Archacology and the Xinjiang Muscum. Over 180 
objects were exhibited and are illustrated and described in the catalogue, some of 
them scen here for the irst im. 

    

  

The short accompanying essays give a g0od background 10 the vaiety of objects on 
disply. Li Jian wrote about “The Ancient Sies on the Silk Road: Expeditions and 
Exploration from the Taklamakan to Chang'an” (ppl-23). Valerie Hansen: “The 
Astonising Finds from the Torfan Oasis. What They Reveal abou the History of the 
Silk Road (pp32-41) focuses on interestng documents unearthed in the region 
Hamsen has been working with manuscrpts from the Turfan arca for about (w0 
decades, and her focus has always been on the itereting deails o how everyday lfe 
was relected in-these documents. never intended for_posierity. The documents 
desribed here were brought to Hansen's attention in 1998 at the Third Silk Road 
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‘Conference which she organised at Yale Urivensity. One secton of the aticle focuses. 
on a business conflict between a Chinese and 4 Sogdian businessman that occurred 
about CE 670, Another scction describes moneylender Zuo's tomb from Astana 
dating o the same period. Angela Sheng writs about “Textile Finds along the Silk 
Road" (pp42-48). She concentrates on technical aspects of weaving and the presence 
of Chinese and Sogdian weavers in Turfan. Katherine R. Tang describes “The Cult 
of Buddhist Relics and the Silk Rosd” (ppd-53). Wang Binghua introduces 
astonishing e finds under the ttle “Gold snd Silver Discovered in Boms, Xinjiang’ 
(ppS6-63). The cache conaining these unusual gold and silver objects was found in 
1997 close 10 the Kazakh border. Afer describing the atefacts he concludes tht the 
site dates o carlir than the mid-6ih century CE and belonged (0 the non-Turkic 
Yueban who a the time contrlled the Il River Valley and th arca north of Kucha. 

  

    

    

The main part of the catalogue lists the objects according to the region they were 
found in from Xinjiang fo Xi'an. Objects exhibiled from Xinjiang. include & 
Khotanese *sir” from the Ist century BCE to the Ist century CE, a textile fragment 

th pomcranate design from the 3rd to th century CE also from the Khotan region. 
a door pillar from Niya, stucco Buddhas from Khotan, Buddhist clay statues from 
Shorchuk., Karashahr, tomb fgurincs painings, manuscrpts and objects from Astana 
and an unusual sarira bag with woven phoenix and floral design in gold from the 
Turfan area (posibly dating from the Sth-10th centurics, Xinjiang Muscum). Obiects 
from Gansu include.the Northern Liang. (397-439) miniature stopa.from the 
Dunhuang City Moscum, paintd clay satues from Dunhuang, a reliquary stupa from 
the Five Dynasties period (Gansu provincial Museum), omb ties from the Wei-Jin 
and Tang periods and the bronze figure of  Sogdian dancer from the Shandan County 
Muscum. Exhibits rom Shaanxi (the modern province around the ancient Chang'an) 
include statues from the Northern Wei to Tang periods from the collction of the 
Xi'an Beilin Muscur, th famous il bronze An 
and other gilt bronze sculpures from the Xi'an Insitute of Cultural Relcs and 
Archacology. a gill bronze figure of a lokapala and fgurines and other objects 
including gold and ilver uncarthed from Tang tombs from the National Muscum of 
Chincse history. Noteworthy are the Sassanian gold necklace and bracelet from Li 
Jingxun's tomb (buried 608). 

  

  

  

  

    

    

“The catlogue has reltively short bject descriptions, but s beautifully illustrated and 
i good adlition 10 any library on the atof the Silk Road. 

  

(LRS) 

New publications on Tibet 
Tibet  Treaswres  from  the  Roof  of  the  World, 
by Pariia Berger, Robert Clak, Terese Tse Bartholomew. Santa Anna, Califoria 
“The Bowers Museum of Cultural Art, 2003. Pp. 256, including 117 catalogue enris. 
colour illus..cndnotes, bibliography. USS49.95 

  “This publication i the catalogue for the monumental traveling exhibion of the sme 
name organized by The Bowers Museum of Cullural Art i collsboration with the 
Burcau of Cultural Relics, Tibet Autonomous Region and The Potala Palace, Tibet 
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Muscum and the Norbalingka in Lusa. The exhibiton, which focuses on the Porala 
and objects of the Dalsi Lama o the Gelugpa order of Tibetan Buddhism. features 
nearly 200 exquisiely crafed picces, incuding rital objects. thanghas, sclptures 

W texiks, us well as jewellery. costumes and domestic wensis and other fems 
produced fo the Lhasa nobily. 
     

  

The catlogue features six_chapters writien by the guest_curators of the 
extibition. The (hree-page _Introduction, by PatricaBerger, provides basic 
information about the Potala Palace in the context of Tibetan history. In Tibet: It 
Land and History', Robert W, Clark, provides a brief general introduction 10 the 
natural feaures. of the Tibetan platcau, and 1o the history of Tibet and Tibetan 
Buddhism from the 7th (0 the 19th century. I includes siatues of King Songtsen 
Gampo (circa 618:650) and Milurepa (I040-1123), a slate carving of 
Padmasambhava, and 4 portai of Shakya Yeshe (1354-1435) embroidered on il 
and cach catalogue eniry is accompanied by biographical details. Th section cniled 
“Tibe: s Religion and Ritual’, also by Clark,presents a straightforward intrduction 
10 the contex, function and meaning of various ritual objccts, musical nsiruments 
and costume accessores, which include miniaure stupas, a mandala offering et 
bells and wjras, @ phurpa set, 3 damara, conch-shell trumpes, various offering 
vessels, and a cham dance costume. Each caalogue enty includes a descripton of 
the function and meaning of the object. ‘Sacred Ars of Tiber by Terese Tse 
Bartholomew, considers the production of Tibetan Buddrist thanghas (paincd. 
embroidered. woven and appliquéd) and sculptre, and presents numerous.pieces, 
including a 7th-9h-century gil-copper tatue of the Buddha Shakyamuni, which may 
be the oldest object in the cxhibiion, an |1h-century model of the Mahabodhi 
Temple, and a I7ihcentory thangha painting of Mahakala as Lord of the 
Tent. Sirngely this section is broken up by another inroductory section entiled 
“Diplomatic Gifl' by Berger, which would have been betier positoned before the 
section on eligion and ritual. The final chaptr *Life in Lhasa, The Holy City", by 
Bartholomew., prsents additional information about the Poala, and the Gelugpa 
order, and focuses on the Lhasa nobilty and its jewellery, costumes and domestic 
wensils. 

  

  

  

  

‘While thiscatalogue is designed for a non:specialist audience, it may serve as  usefol 
ool for the student of Tibetan Buddhis ar, since it includes basic data on cach 
obiect. However,all of the objecs featured have been previously published in other 
exhibition catalogues, and no new information is resenied. Although the publication 
is copiously llustated, the general quality of the colour reproductions is very podr, 
paniculrly i the case of enlarged deails and ful-page images. 
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LIST OF LECTURES FOR 2004 

KINDLY NOTE THAT WE NOW HOST ONLY ONE EVENT EACH TERM 

  

  

o0 
11 Novomber 2004 
(Trursday) Bunel Galery Lectrs Thaate. 
SORS.   

Emeritus Professor Rodorick Wit 
(School of Orenaland Afican Siudes, Universy of London) “ncion Connectons n tho At of Dunang n Gonfunclon i Asin Art i London 2004 

  

  

ALLARE WELCOME 

  

  

  

I you would ke to advertise in the next issue of the CIAA 
Newsleter, please contact us for the advertising rates: 

  

full half o quarter page 
© publictyenclosures 
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CIAA Newsletter Issue #19 CIAA Note from the Honorary Secretary. 

Dear Readers, 
Dr Madhuvanti Ghose is leaving the Committee of the CIAA due 
to her many new professional commitments 
Madhu was a founding member of our Circle almost ten years 
ago, when in 1995 four of us decided to organise an informal 
scholarly group to disseminate information about Central and 
Inner Asia. Back then as PhD students we felt that much 
infornation about this vast and important region was scattered 
in specialist journals and publications, and that relatively 
£ou projects attempted to look at the complete picture. This 
situation is still true today, and Madhu has aluays been full 
of ideas to bring the eastern and western side of the region 
together in our newsletter, lecture series, special events and 
our forthconing book From Nisa to Niya: New Discoveries and 
Studies in Central and Inmer Asian Art & Archacology. Madhu 
and I have been particularly interested in the cross-cultural 
links: iconographic and religious motifs that travelled from 
Gandhara to Dunhuang and beyond. Starting from ancient Indian 
art her studies took Madnu into regions in Central Asia and 
her current cataloguing work at the Ashmolean Museum has 
prompted her to study Knotanese at in far more detail 
Madhu will now move to our academic advisory committee, but 
her energy of rumning the day-to-day events at CIAA will be 
missed. Without her great enthusissm the CIAA would never have 
grown to where it is, and as the new Honorary Secretary of the 
Cizcle I would like to thank her for all her hard vork and 
Eine spent on organising the Circle’s events and publication 
The CIAA Comitiee wishes Madnu all success in her future 
projects. 

  

  

Dr. Lilla Russell-Saith 
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Dear Readers, 
The past six months have been momentous for the Circle of 
Inner Asian Art. This academic year saw the inclusion of new 
conmittee menbers, Kimberley Te Winkle who is completing her 
A at SOAS and will be moving on, and Khau Ming who is off 
doing field research. We are pleased Co welcome Lindsay 
Zamponi whose research focuses on Tibetan Buddhist ritual 
implenents. We have bade a fond farewell to Dr. Madhuvanti 
Ghose and welcome Dr. Lilla Russell-Smith to the position of 
Honorary Secretary. 
Anid these persomel transitions we were involved in the 
coordination of the conference 'The South Asian Legacy of Sir 
Aurel Stein' which for the first time, brought together more 
than two-dozen scholars from the various fields of 
linguistics, archacology, art history, and others, all of whom 
are linked by the pionecring researches and life of Sir Aurel 
Stein. The conference, held in March at DeMontfort University 
in Leicester, U.K. focused on bringing together scholars who 
might otherwise have never met and over the two days these 
Scholars and guests of the conference enjoyed discovering the 
potential for interaction among their various disciplines 
A highlight of the conference was a series of readings of 
Stein’s porsonal letters, which concluded with the playing of 
a tape of his voice speaking to the audience in Hungarian. The 
proceedings of this conference on the South Asian life and 
Enfluence of Sir Aurel Stein will be published by the CIAA. 
The CIAA hosted two lectures during the spring, the first of 
Which featured Professor Fran: Grenet speaking on recent 
archaeological research in Samarkand. We were pleased to host 
Dr. Ken Parry, Professor Sam Lieu (both of Macquarie 
Univeraity) and Dr. John Guy of the Victoria & Albert Museum, 
all of whom gave a single evening seminar on research 
currently being performed on Nestorian Christians on the South 
China Cosst. This seminar was accompanied by a photographic 
exhibition of tombstones of the Mongol period, from Quanzhou, 
Fujian, P.R. China 
After the launch of our website last fall, we have continued 
to update it with conference and exhibition announcesents o 
that our readers might get the information when they need it 
Please visit us at http://ww.soas.ac.uk/ciaa 
We wish all our departing comittee members, new members, and 
our readers the best for summer and look forward to hearing 
Erom you. 

e CIA Comitree 
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