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STUDIES OF SOGDIANDANCING IMAGES IN CHINA 
by Professor Zhang Qingiie. Directo ofthe Institue of Archacology of Shanxi 

Province, Directrof e ResarcCerof the Clare o the Noiers D, 

During the thrving period of the Silk Road, Sogdian merchanis played an important 
ol in contacts betieen China, Persia and Rome. They not only transferred goods 
between the East and the West, bu also partcipated in cltural exchanges. From the 
Eastern Han dynasty onwards, the influence of the Sogdian way-of life was 
noteworthy in China. The impact n partcular of their fabled music and dance was 
du 10 the considerable immigration of Sogdian peoples. According 10 the Hoi Han 

ki, ‘Record of Foreign Costume . frequently cited by scholars, [iat] 
the Emperor Lingdi (r. 165-138 AD) was very fond of Sogdian costume, canopies, 

beds, chairs, food, hars, flutes and dance, therefore Chinese aistocatsin the Capital 
followed him warmly." An increasing quantity of archacological evidence with 
depictions of Sogdian musicians and dancers has been found and attracted the 
tention of academic circle. However, some problems persst,notably, what kind of 
ifferences were there between the (wo renowned Sogdian dances huteng. and 
ncrian? To which of these two dance forms do these sinle or double dancing images found in archacological excavations belong? What is the exact date for the 
ransmission of these Sogdian dances to China? Recenty discovered archacological 
‘materials on Sogdian dancing images provide us with chance t clafy the mater. 

  

  

  

1. Two Sogdian dances in China: huteng and huxuan 
1.1 Historical records concerning the huteng dance 
Chinese scholas know these Sogdian dances as Juteng and uuuan from istorical 
records, Most of the detailed sources date 1o the Tang, period: for example, pocms 
about the uieng dance written by Liu Yanshi and Li Duan. The Tang poct Li 
Yanshi described the performances of a Sogdian dancing boy, extoling his whiring 
and complex movements s follows: 

The dancer from Tashkent appears young. 
He dances o the music before the wine goble,a rapid a5 bird. 
He wears a loth cap of foreign make, empty and poinid at the (0p, 

His Sogdian robe of in fet has tight leeves. 
“The body lesps gyratng as o an axle,thefowelled it janges. 
“The fet move i rapid mosion, the embroidered boots are soft. 

Wiy jumping on the new carpet of pare whi and crimson wool 
It ppears ¢ if some ight owers have spled over a red andle. . (Dicr, 1985) 

  

Li Duan wrote a poem etied “Hicteng dancing boy”: 
“The futeng dancing boy comes from Liangzhou, 

His sin s s white s jade and his nose i szaght and poinied. 
He folds  inen shir, and he vine-shaped sreamer around his waist. 

He kneels down and murmurs n his Sogdian tone, 
Ready to dance for the Chinese officals, 

“The Anxi mayor waiches with ears,the Lsoyang poet writs a song for i, 
Stamping his foot on a carpt,he moves his cycbrows, 

Dancing with a leaping ha and sweling i red. 
‘Gettng drunk and leaning 0 the st and west,  
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He jumps all round the lamp in soft boots 
‘In melody he apidly moves and whirls, 

Hands on waisthe malks 4 humpback like a crescen. 
Iintheend th sirin insirumen i played, 

“The bugl horm sounds loud from the garison 
Huteng boy, huteng boy. 

Do you know the route {0 your hometown has been cu of? 
Morcover, in the Xin Tang Shu, Chapter 17 on Music, Jiaofang riao: “The royal 
dancing group has ten different teams with 72 children the first on is the Ziezhi 
(Tashkent) dance; the second is the sword dance; the thid the Burmen. dance: the 
Tourth i thedrunken Auen dance, whose dancers wear red il {ops, slvr belis and. 
wool hat, the it .. the sixth .. ¢.” 
1.2 Historial records concerning the uxuan dance 
Many sources eist tstifying 1 the fuzuan,such as the Xin Tang Sh, chapter 2 on 
Music and the Tong Diar, chapter 16: The so-called huuan,is a dance in which the 
dancer whilsas rapidly a5 the wind’ 
According to the Jiu Tung Shu, Biography of Wu Chensi and his son Wu Yaniu: 
“Yanxiu Iived n a different ethic area for long ime and was able (0 speak Turki. 
‘When he visited the Tang princess, Yanxiu always sang Turki songs and danced the 
nczuan dance with such a wonderful appearancethat he was adored by th princess. 

  

In the Jiu Tang Shu, Biography of An Lushan, we read: “An Lushan dances the 
husuan before the Emperor Xuanzong, 4 rapid 35 the wind'. A similar record is 
found in the Xin Tang Shu, Biography of An Lushan, a follows: ‘An Lushan was 
even fattr i his late years, and i big tummy almos reached his knees, and only 
hen he moved his shoulders very hard was he sble to wlk. However he danced the 
uan in front o the Emperor Xuanzong, as apidly as the wind . In the Xin Tang. 
‘S, Liluechi: “The huxuan dancer stands on a ball and whirs s rapidly as the wind'. 
I nother chapter, Waxingi, i rcords: “The s dance from Sogdia (Kangji), 
is enowned for s fascinating Wwhils ind became popular in th Tang period.” Tn the 
chaptr eiited Xiyu dhua, the Record of Samarkand', mentions: ‘In the carly years 
of the Kaiyuan reign (713-41), Samarkand conributed armiels, crysal cups, agate 
Vases, ostich eggs, dwarls and uuuan dancing girs. Later, Samarkand contributed 
jades, carpets for dancing, lions, and huxuan dancing girl' I the same chapter, in 
the record of Shi (s Cental Asian state) we find: I the Kaiyuan eign, the Shini 
st comibuted usuan dancing g The Shini king Naluoyan compigned 
Dashi (e Arab Empire) demanded too much ta, and the Tang Emperor Xuanzong 
sent people o paciy him 

  

Bai Juyi (772-846) and Yuan Zhen both wrote fumous poems sbout the huxuan 
dancing g, describing how the dancing gil from Samarkand could whirl s fat as 

“wind and smow anl tha the dance was predominantly leamed by Tang courly ladics. 
  

1.3 Differences between the two Soian dances uteng and huzuan 
Firsly, huteng and huxuan are two distinet dances. Although moden people are 
casily confused by these two dances, contemporary people in the Tang dynasty 
\indersiood the cistinction between the two. For example, the Yieftzali witen by 
Duan Anje, described Tang dances as follows: Strong dances (jian wi) include 
Linda, Allan, Zheshi (Tashkent), Sword, Hu-xuan and Huceng. Soft dances (ruan wi) 
include Liangghou, Green Waist, Sule incense, Quche, Tuanyuan wuan, Ganzhott ic” 
Here huzuan and huteng are mentioned (ogeiher; both belong in the sirong dance 
category, but clealy hey ar different.
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‘Secondly, the origins of these two dances are different: Li's poetry records that the 
uteng dincer came from Tashkent while most of the huxuan dancers came from 
‘Samarkand and a least one from the Shini sate, which can be proved from the 
Sources cited sbove. 
2. Newly discovered dancing images of huteng in China 
2.1 Northern Dynastes period (386-581) 
‘The carlest huteng dancing image is carved on an ink stone, dated to the Norhern 
Wei dynasty (386-534),cxcavated from the omb of Sima Jinlong (4. 484) in Datong 
(e old capita Pingcheng), Shanxi province, and now housed in the Shanxi Museu: 
A couple of huteng dancing images dated o the Northern Qi dynasty (A.D. 550.577) 
were found as follows: a yellowish potiry pilgrim flask, covered with an amber 
glaze, excavated in 1971 from the tomb of Genersl Fan Cat (549-575) in Anyang, 
Henan province. On both sides of the body of the flask are depicted four mals 
musicians playing instruments and a boy dancing in the middle, tanding on a small 
Totus pedestal, Allthe figures war costumes with folded collas and tight sceved 
jackets with belis and boot, which ar typcal of Central Asian costume. 

  An identical type of pottery flask, covered with a green glaz, dated o the Northern 
Qi dynasty and i in the Palace Muscum, Beijng (Fig. 1) The pottery pilgrim flask 
Covered with 4 greenish glaze, was found in Guyuan, Ningxia province and its 
moulded design is extremely close tha of Fan Cul. Huteng dancing images arc 
depiced on both sides of the flask body. Surounded by four musicians, the male 
dancer performs on a round carpet and looks backwards. Four musicians play the 
drum. pipa, harp and clapper. A polychrome painied sistue of the cosmological 
Bladdha, dated 1 the Northern Qi perod, i n the Linjo Museu, Shandong province 
1 Shows images of hutens dancing. meluding one dancer and four musicians, pinied 
o the robe of the Buddha 

  

One panc ofthe son funrary couch dted 10 the Norter Qi Dynasty and now in ihe iho Muscum Tapan (15 3. depicts hutns dancing images. I the it & e 1 i s u ot 4 ol o o I B h e o Thers il roup of museians,paying e pi. b an e Thsshove Gepcion s Simila 0 tha o theSone Tohealcouh A 10 h Nrthern G tynasty dicovered i Anyang.Henn povinc 3 now i the Museumof e Ars s, USCA The Ston Tonrary coue e from An It (4 $79) in X i fom he Rt Zhou dynasy (557-S51) contans e udrs dancing images. 

22 Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618-906) 
During the Tang dynasty, huteng dance was sil very popular. The mura painting found n the cast hal o the tomb of Su Sixu in X¥an (R, 3 depicts n the midle 
male dancer wearing Tang costume with a belt and red boots, on  carpe, lfling his 
leftarm and jumping, Nine musician and two singers suround him, all wearing Tang costume and playing instruments which include the ipa, harp,clapper and lt. 

  

Among the Shoso-in treasures in Japan is a Tang period pipa decorated with huteng. 
ancing images; on the back of sn clephan, a Sogdian dancer is whirling and three 
musiciansare playing the flute, Chinese xiao.flute and drum. 
Sometimes the Juteng dancer s surrounded by an orchestra; sometimes he dances 
alone. For exampl, o Tang tomb wa discovered a Yanci county, Ningxia provice, 
Whose owner was of Sogdian origin. On the stone tomb gateway, two male dancers 
are depicted on both sides a tomb door guardians. Similar to Yu Hong's dancers, 

   



  
CIAA Newsletter Issue #17 Articles 

they areall male, dancing and whirling at high speed. Other huteng dancing images 
dated 0 the Tang perid are: 
3.0 the tomb mural painting excavated at Shan-mian-shi-chang in Xi'an: 
. On the stone siele discovered from Xingfu Monastery and now in the Beiln Stele 

Museum in X'an 
. On the Nirvana sione sele daed (0 the time of the Empress Wu (r. 684-705) and 

now inthe Shanxi Museurn, Taiyuan, 
23 New Interpretation of the huteng dance 
The Chinese schola Xiang Da nterpreted the Juteng dance as follows: *According (0 
w0 Tang poems writen by Liu Yanshi and Li Duan, the Juteng dance came from 
‘Tashkent (Shigo): and the dancers had a Sogdian-ranian sppearance, which can be 
proved by the sentence “his sin is s White s jade and his nose is big" The male 
Gancer normally Wears a Sogdian ha, decorated with pearls which shine during the 
dance; a tight siceved shirt, whose back is 00 lon for dancing and must therefore be 
folded and  streamer panied with a grape vine Which flutters in the wind when he 
dances. The charsctrisics of the dance are Whirling round very fus, jumping and 
Stamping th foot. I is posibl tha the dancer makes a humpback on the carpet and 
hen suddenly jumps up. The instruments fo the hutens dance include the flte and 
ipa nd atth end of the dance a sringed instrument s them. 
Xiang Da's interpretation on the uteng dance is very important. However the 
researchis old and based purely on texts,not on visual evidence. According o newly 
discovered archacological materials, such 4 the images found from the tomb of Yu 
Hong, dated to the Sui period (5§1-618) in Taiyuan (Fig. 4), we amive at new 
interpretations s follows: 
1. The so-called vine streamer is not a siramer painted with a grape vine’ but a 

kind of stesmer shaped like a vine which lters i the wind. 
2. Why do the poems speak of “whirling round"? Because the dancer stands on a 

round carpet o pedestal t dance: 
3. The instruments forthe Juteng dance include the flute and pipa, but, based on the 

visualevidence, more than these (wo were ound, namely, th harp, drumn, il and 
bo. 4. The dancing carpet scen on the coffin rlif of Yu Hong provides a good test for 
evaluating Liu's poem ‘Wildly jumping on the new carpet of pure white and 
crimson woal',and Lis *Stamping his foot on carpet, he moves his eyebrows’. 

5. The dances are male, which is roved both by all the archacological materias and 
by the Tang pocms sich as “The dancing boy from Tashken 

6. The dancerssre normally crunk doring th performance. According o Liu's poem 
“the boy throws away the wine cup' and Li‘s poem ‘Geting drunk and leaning (o 
the cast and west, i scems in order o dance freely the dancer needed to drink 
‘wine. That is why in the Xin Tang Shu , chapier 17 on Music, iaofang tiao, one 
royal dancing team s calied the “drunk uteng'. Coincidently. on the back of the 
marble ouer-coffn of Yu Hong, the dancer 1 depicted beside & huge wine Jr, 
‘e aler Y Hong e portays the engdoncer gtingdrnk nd g 1 
the east and west . This feature has definitely never been found n the usxuan 
dance,neither in isorical sourcs nor among the archaeological materals. 

Conclusion 

  

  

  

From both, textual sources and newly discovered archacological evidence, our 
conclusion are s follows:
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Firsly, huteng and huxuan ace two different dances although they both require 
dancers to whirl very fast; and both were popular in medieval Chira. The uteng. 
dancers ar al male botthe vuan dancers ¢an be male of femle, 
‘Secondly, boththese dances have thir origins i the Sogdian region but from slightly 
iferent arcas: the huteng dancers normally came from Tashkent, while mostof the 
hexan dancers were from Samarkand, and one rom the Shin stae. 
“Thidly, the futeng dance was frst. transmitied from Central Asia to China during the 
Northern Wei period (386-534) and prevailed from the Northern Dynasties (0 the 
Tang periods. Most male Auteng dancers wear Sogdian costumes, and occasionally 
(Chinese, with bels, boots, and sometimes with srcamers. They dince on a dancing 
carpet, which s either round or square, and somefimes on a lotus pedestal. Most 
dancers are accompanied by musicians; occasionally they dance alone. The 
ransmission of the uxuan dance from Central Asia to China occurred lter, most 
likely in the Tang period (618-906). According (o the archacological evidence and 
histoical sources curently ai our disposal, however, some scholars believe it 
occurredinthe Norther Zhou Dynasty (357-581) 

  

Fourthly, it is worth noting that during the Northern Dynasties period (386-615), 
archacological evidence suggests that ail single dancers were male; single femalc 
dancers fist appeared during the Tang period. Most examples can be scen in 
Dunhusng murs! paintings. 
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(Translatedfrom the oiginal Chinese by MM, witheditorial asistance from HAS)  
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    Fi. . Stoe rlefrom Tombof Yo Hong (S period 81615, Ty, Shans provice 

70RO, 

  

STRIAN ART IN CHINA AROUND THI 

  

H C) 

  

TURY AD. 
by Professor Shi Anchang, Palace Museun, Beiing, PR.C 

Recently a number of Chinese materials peraining 10 the Huoxian religion [the 
Chinese term for Zoroastrianism] have been found as a result of archacological 
excavations and the rediscovery of old monuments. These include tomb scle,  
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figured stelae, Zoroastrian temples, stone grottos etc. Two questions present 
hemselves o ll interesed or involved in studies i this field: ae these materals and 
images really relevant (0 Zoroastrianism? And whether or not Chinese Zoroastrians 
indicated thei rlious fith alegiance n their burals? 
It is natural for such questions (o linger. Although Chinese historcal sources 
imermittently mention the Zoroasran deties “Hu-ian”, thre ae neithr images nor 
any detiled text on ts religious itual. This males it rather dificult to dentiy the 
recent materials with Zoroastian at. Moreover, Chinese Zoroastrianism, the Huoxian 
reigion, was transmitted from Iran through Central Asia, and most Chinese 
Zorossirian materials have been recovered from tombs. By contast, inIran or Cental 
‘Asia, archacological excavations of Zoroastrian sitcs have found hardly any comparable burial materils 8 rich s the funerry couch, stone outer-coffn and tom 
moral paintings from Yo Hong's tomb in Taiyuan and An J's tomb in Xi'sn. 
However, after careful studics, scholars are becoming more familiar with these 
images, including Zoroasirian deites, holy fire accompanied by Zoroastrian deites, 
Zorousican sl depiction and symbols. Let s examine the following examples i 
more detal. 

  

1. The Image of Deites with the fire altar of Zoroastrianism 
‘The so-caled “fire and deites” image is the imag ofthe sscred fire sccompanied by Zoroasiran deitie. It is mainly seen as the key motif for the tombs of Chinese 
Zoroastrans (or people who were strongly ifluenced by Zoroastranism). It depicts 
fire-worship and the admiration of good Zorosstian deites showing spparent 
Zoroustrian religious feclng, This genre of image may be divided into four (ypes, 
based on the materals from sight different tombs 
L1 The image depits the sacred fee in the middle, flanked by two Zorossirian 

deites who are praying or taking care of the fire; examples include the 
entranceflinel painting of An Jia's omb (d. $79) in Xr'an (Fig, 1;the stone 
rlif on the uter-coffin of Yu Hong (4.592)in Taiyuan (Figs. 2 and 24); and 
the two funeral couches in the Shelby Wit & Leon Levy Callection in New 
York 

12 The image depicts the sacred fie in the centre with Zoroastran deites 
fanking oth Sides. Examples are the cpitph tele of Gou Jing (d. 529) in 
Luoyang. (Fig. 3) and the decoraied il of R Xiaoce (4. 22) and one 
hundred focal people.t 

13 The image shows the sacred fire and the precious pearl “Mani” in the centr, 
surrounded by Zoroastian deities above and on both sids, and comes from 
the tomb stele of Xiao Hong (0. 526) in Nanjing. 

   

  

TSkt Anchang, "Listof Zorosrian matrls n China dsig th G cenuy”, pape presesed st the Symponum o Reaionihp bewecn Chinsand Forign Coannes in oy, rpscd by Peking Uiy, Nov 2002 n By, PRC. o Tniut of Achaclos o Shm :Excavatonof Ya Hong of the Sl Dynasty i Taiyusn, ‘i, W, Ko (G001 27.52 (vith i usttions, evrs ncolor). 
Xan Wori. .1 (001 p.4-26 (with 32 srtios, iy i okou ¥t 1 Carer, Notes n tno Chines Sane Fuerey B Bses i Zorssia Symbolse’ 
1o, Quesons  Conaisnees, vl Pars 2002 'S0 Anchan, et Wel Gou Jing rmaah i wenshikao! [A studyof e iy officr Go Jings eptaph of the Norters Wel Dyssty, Th Patace s Jounal, No. 2. Besng 1995, 1 sso 
lhed in s book. Skanben beie i (Cllcted Works of Precius Rabbins from Sione Fibi), Ziinchng Pulhin Hous,Being. 207 S Anchang, el Wet R Xisoce ey v aossng bk’ (A stody f e sclewithimsges 
ofhe Zoroskian Deiyand rpions crected by R Xaoe edin s bunred members f 4 ol ity i he Noshern Wel Dy, T Pl Mscum Journal . Bijog 202 St Anchare A sady of X Hony' b sl f e Sowter sng Dy’ Collecid Works o 
Precios Rbbins fom Son Tl ijcheng Pobsing Howss, B, 2007 
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Let us take the example of Yo Hong's coffin relet: the image (Figs. 2 and 24) is 
carved inthe middle ofthefron part of th stone coffin base. In the middiethere s an 
ltar containing a Naming fire blazing from a amp-base composed of three clements. 
“The upper part i decoraied with lotss peals and (40 teps form the lower sections. 
Two deitie, half-cagle, half-man, stand confronting cach other at both sides. They. 
have wester eycs, large noscs and big beards and are dressed in Central Asian 
Costumes consising of crowns with (wo sscamer rbbons,red 0ps with short leeves, 
long covers on their shoulder, soft bells around their wasts, (painted in red, the 
colour offire) while both of themn have cagls” legs, claws,tails and wings. I worth 
noting hat they both wear gloves and masks held over the mouth in one hand, while 
with the othr they reverenty touch the allar. 

  

According o the Zoroasrian principl, fire i the symbol of the highest deity. The fire 
altar s the focal pont o the sacrifice and prayer can oy reach the heavey beings 
by means of fie. Various fire alars are consiruted in the home, the temple and the 
court which are worshipped with full ritual, doring which the pries has to wear 
mask over his mouth i order o avoid the possibility of profaning the fir.The rlif 
on the outer-cofin faithfully displays these Zoroastnan s, 
A similar image has never beenfound in Cental Asian burals: however, it was the 
ey moli for e revere of Susanian Persan oins (5., an 1o can be sen on S ossuaics(F. 5. Obviousy all of hee fllo the sme tradtion. The oty ifesence 1 ht o th sone oute Cffn o Y Hong, i s ot prests ot pai of A Sagi,hll man dres, who e oth more e and snisie. A Smilr mage 
cin s b e nthe enince el pining of An s tom n X'an. We callhs e ofimage he Deity with hefr aar of Zoroasianis, which i iffren from 1 mage of Zorssish human discpies worhipping e i front of an altr   

2. Images of funeral ritual 
A funcral il image is depicted on the Northern Qi (550-577) stone funerary couch 
now in the Miho Museu Japan (Fig. 6). In the middIc of the upper part  prcst i 
fobe stands in front of 4 fi altar. He wears a padan, a special white mask for Zoroasuian il n oder o proce he purty f the ssred fe. Four people ae 
Shown behind him, wo kneeling down and two sanding up, cach with a knife cuting 
Hhis own face. Five more people stand with crosed hands. On the other side of the 
altar thre s a plate with food.In between th prist and the altar here 1s  vase with 
3 globular body. Above thee are two women with bags in their hands, Three camels 
e at the baricr. A the bottom two women and thiee men are depicted, long with 

thiee horses. All wear Ceniral Asian costumes *In the cenre o th stle & smail dog 
Stands beside th priestand faces the ie. 
Two featues of this image atact my ateniion as follows: 
2.1The mourning rital of “marking the face and cutting the ears” at the funeral 
ceremony Was long popular among ancient Eurasian nomads. The family and 
iends of the dead use knives to mark their own faces and cut ther cars to moum 
the dead, with blood and ters mingled together. In Chinese historical sources it was 
mentioned s follows: 

  Lin Wash Bt bihoja v sud Zhongso Zoroasraiss and Ancens Chinl, Xi Wen Feng 
Publing Howse, 195.p.55 = S Lerer, il Alisns in Sith Cenary China: A Zorosrian Foneary RUG' raica Artiqus v i 598 5 175, 
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. Huns (Xiongnu): “In AD. 91 (the third year of Yongyuan reign o the Han 
Dynasty), when the Xiongnu people heard the death of Bing, the whole state 
crid for im, marking thei faces untl bood comes.” (Hou Han Shu, chapier 
49, Biography of Geng Bing): a. Turks : “When the dead lay undemeath the canopy, hisrher sos, grandsons 
and rlaives Killed lambs and horses s sacifce, and offered them i front of 
the canopy. They stated to mark thei faces with knives and cred, with blood 
and tears falling down. This mourning rital oceurs seven imes doring the 
funeralceremony.” (Tong Dian, chaptr 197, Record of te Turks): 

a. Dunhuang People: “During the period A.D. 227-233, the Dunhuang Mayor 
Cang Ci died a his place of work. When people of Central Asian oigin heard 
of Ci's death, they met together and mourned at the local govemmental 
offces in Wajfxiaowei and Zhangshi, marking thei faces with knives 0 show 
heir grit." (Record o the Thee Kingdoms, Biography of Cang C): 

a. Khotan people: In ADD. 519 (th sccond year of the Shengui Era of the 
Northen Wei Dynasty),the Dunhuang scholar Song Yun traveled to Khotan, 
saw “at a unerl ceremony local people cu their haie and mark thei face (0 
‘moum the dead. Their hair is normaly four cun long.” (Record of Luoyang 
Temples, chapte 5); 

a. Tang cibnics: “In AD. 649 (he 23" year of Zhenguan reign of the Tang 
Dynasty) Emperor Taizong died in May in Chang'an. Hundreds of ethnics 
who visted Chang'an o contibute goods and send missionarics heard the 
news and cried loudly, cuting thir hair, marking thei faces, cuting their 
cars, thus blood fall verywhere.” (Ziitongjian chapter 199)" 

  

    

2.2 According to Zoroasiran docrine, before the burial ritua, the “Dog-walching” 
itual should be done several times, 

‘The so-clled “Dog: watching” itual, means & four-eyed do should be aken to watch 
over and guard the corpseof the Zoroasirian. According 0 the Avesta, the chosen dog 
Should have yellowish skin and four eyes or whiteskin with yellow ear. Take i near 

the corpse and it will drive away infccious poison from the Corpse. Obviously four- 
yed dogs do not exis,but moder Parss egard 1 dog which has two marks above its 
yes as a “four-eyed dog". The reasons for prforming the “Dog-watching” ritl are 
Various, among which probably the most important one i that Zoroastian people: 
belive that the four-eyed dog has the capabilty o idenify whether or not death is 
Certain. I the person s really dead,the dog will watch th corpse vigilantly and in an 
aler fashion; however,if the person i il dying, the dog will pay no attention (o . 

  

  

When the family wrapsthe shroud around the corpe, the dog rmust b taken to watch; 
and then the dog il vist the corpse from time 10 time, untl it s removed from the 
mourming room. After the firt dog-watching ritua, the room should be steilised with 
buming sandalwood and frankincense, and the fir i It Then a Zoroastrian priest 
should read aloud from the Zorodsiran doctrine in fron o th frc, taking care f the 
fire, and continuing untl the corpse g0es o the burial ground. Other people are als0 
allowed o sty in the same room 10 read aloud the doctrine, but they. have (0 keep three steps away from the corpse inorder (0 avid the nfectious poson. 

“The Mi image suggests thal durin th sixthcentry Central Asian immigrantsin China mixed two rials st theif Tonerl cererony: ane 1 i mouring Al of mirkin e fce s uting the cars Tollowing hie ow e o e ohr 
i the Zorosstan sl h S0-€aled "Dog walchng”   

3. Images of fire worship. 

5o Hongahen: The Nine Surname i i Tang Dyt and Turic e, Zhonghs Shs. Beljng 1995 
LinWasho, The Funerary o theIdin P   . Xin Wen Fen publsin buse Befin, 1995, 
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“The stele erccted by Ru Xiaoce leading a hundred members of  local socity during. 
the Northern Wei Dynasty,dated 522, has two parts with images of the Zoroasiian 
Deity and inscriptions. According (0 the stel insciption, “We realised . [missing 
‘words] heartand soul. We Know tha heaven opens for good spiris and that hell is 1 
fightening place to-go. Therefore, we establish this niche and persuade our 
neighbours o pray here. The person who worships the Zoroastrian deities iously will 
be saved. Here we study the doctrines and carve the images of the deites on the 
stcle” The Chinese characters ‘Qian’ and “Xian', both ean Zoroasiianism here; the 
niche referred 10 s a local Zoroastrian Templ. I s worth noting that most of the 
evotees bear the sumame “Ru', suggesting that they are descendents of the Ruru 
ethnic community. According o ihe historcal book entitled The Sumame Dictionary 
i the Yuanke Era th entry under Ru says: "When Ruru ethnics migrated to China, 
they used “Ru” a5 a sumame." Therefore it i clar tha the stele s made by Ruru 
escendents in China who beleved in Zoroasirianism. 

  

  

  

  

Although the main images on the sele have vanished, the surrounding designs are 
characteristi of Zoroastrian art 
3.1 At the top of the stele there ar images of Zoroastrian deities with the fire alar, 
‘which are simila to the ones on the stone pitaph stle of Gou Jing of the Northern 
‘Wel, and the elefs on the marble outr-coffn of Yu Hong of the Sut Dynasty. 
3 There are two servants shown who sand beside the stcl. The leftone holds hemp 
juice or pomegranate juice;the right one s a smal ir atar. Comparable images 
may be seen on the door frame of the tomb chambe of An Jia of the Northern Zhou 
Dynasy, and the mural paitings from Panjikent in Central Asia 
33 A large fre altr s depicted undemeath the Zoroastian deities, and flanked by 
pricsts and discipls. It can be linked o Persian coins, which have similar 
Compositions and depctions. 
3.4 The image carved on the pedestal i a kind of monstr called a Juerian, which is 
ever found on Buddhist stcla, but which can be seen on some archscological 
materals and monuments from the Northem Wei (o (he Tang Dynastis, such as the 
Sone coffn of Yuan Mi o the Northern Wei Dynasty, the tomb stele of the wife of 
Feng Yi also of the Northem Wei Dynasty, the tomb stele of Xizo Hong of the 
Souihen Liang, and the Gongxian caves in Henan province as well as o the saddies 
of the Tang sancai glazed potery camels I 1s quite different from the tomb 
‘Suardian monsier, both in terms of visual image and function, and may thus be 
deiifed s a Zoroastrian moi. 

  

“The stle erected by Ru Xisoce leading a hundred members of @ local saciety is a 
typical Zoroasran sel carved by the Northern Wei common people, with depi 
of Zoroastrian disciples, fire worship and Zoroastrian deites quite diffrent from 
Buddhis s, 

  

  

4 Research methods 
Our research methods i this feld may be summarised s follows: 
4.1 Searching the Avestasnd other historical sourcs, in ordr 0 analyse the mateials 

and images: 

1 ang Bosin, Tang AP sioch s oo s shngy i d xian shen’ [The oo 
of Zoroasian Deity n he g o Tang sancar Glaed Pory Caml from An P Tombl. Tang Sots Jonal, VI 00, .95 
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42 Comparing these with th Iranian, Sogdian and Bactrian Zoroastrian matrials in 
order 0 understand them more fuly: 

4.1 Afer comparisn, th differences between the bove two may be considered in 
o ways:cther they belong to Zoroastrian art which once exised i Iran, Centzal 
‘Asiaor China but which has yet (o be discovered, or their iconography has been 
influenced by and mixed with that o the different ethic groups encountored 
along the Silk Road, such as Sogdian, Turkic, Xianbei, Jujuen (Rouran) and so 
forth: This necessiaies careful interpretation and an attempt to disentangle the 
different backgrounds; 

41 The rligious image i always mixed with Central Asan ethnic secular ritals, and 
must be considered a5 4 whole. Al the momen the study of Chinese 
Zoroastrianism is st in is infancy and our understanding is rudimentary. 
However, the detals of these relevant sites and thir bural rituas should not be 
ignored since they help us 0 understand the images. 

One interesting queston that has so far presented el is the relationship between 
Chinese Zoroasiran art and Buddhist art. I highlighted this in my aricle entied 
‘Shen o xan shen tisiang kao [A Stsdy of the image of the Deity with th fire alar 
of Zoroastrianism) published i the book Shanben betie lun i [Collected Works of 
Precious Rubbings from Stone Tablets]. 
Zhing Guingda mentioned the iscripion of theJin-guangrminging (Diamond) sira 
from Turfan.* In his book entited Tulufan chutu hanyu wenshu Zhong suojian yilang hu digu zongjiao de 2ongji Some Iranian religious evidence in Turfan Chinese 
Tes), he says:‘According 10 the inscrption the Buddhist sitra was copied in A.D. 
430'by General Suo and his family at the Zoroasiran temple/ Queen Mother's palice 
in Gaochang (Tarfan). Here we do not know what the relationship is between the 
Zoroastian temple and the Queen Mother's palace, but it s clear that Buddhism and 
Zoroastianism were exising simultaneously in Turfan us carly as the fifth cenury. It 
i possible tht some Zoroasiian icons were put in the temple, but nonc has yet been 
Totnd. 
At present the carlest examples of Zoroastrian art found i China are dated 0 the 
beginning of the sixth century A.D. Xiao Hong's tomb stle ofthe Souther Liang s 
daied AD: S1. The tomb scle of the wi of Feng Y1 of the Northem Wei Dynasty, and the el excted by Ru Xiaoce Ieadinga hundred membes of a local sociely als 
from the Northem Wei Dynasty, ar both dated AD. $22. They sigaest that 
Zowastian at in China had reached a matue and flourishing perod around the 
beginning of the ixth centuy A.D. 
During the 5*.6" centuries A.D., Buddhistcave shrines thived in China, and the most 
fumous cave temples such as at Dunhuang, Yungang and Longmen were stabished, 
along with Cave 169 of Binglings in Gansu Province, which accoling {0 its 
inscription, was begun in A.D. 20. 
To sum up, during the $*6" centures, both Zoroastran and Buddhist ar made. 
considersble developments in China. Alihough thei origins and iconography were 
very diferen, nflunces and the borowing of moti ffom cach ae lkely t© have 
occumed. However, the at of these two_ communties developed independently in 
China and reached their own splendour. What is cerain i that Zooastnan ar in 
(China and ts relationship with Buddhist at ments further study. 

  

(Translatd from the original Chinese by MM, with editrial assistance from HAS)) 

T Dunhuans & Tofn s, o 4, Peking Usiversiy Pres, Beiing 19,p. 
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    Fig. 5. ASogdian sy 
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Fig. 6 One panl o a sto e o fperarycoch (orbers Q1 il $5-577 A, Mibo 

SOME OBSERVATIONS ON SENGAMED! 
A HINTERLAND TRADE CENTRE OF ARIKAMEDU,TAMIL NADU, 

INDIA 

  

by M. Rajesh & T. Arun Raj Indian Archacological Society, New Delli, Indic 

Introduction 
Among the various excavated historical sites in India, the sie of Arlkamédu 
(Wheeler: 1945, Casal: 1947-50, Begley: 1989.92) sl remains o of the most 
fascinating areas of research for India's mariime trade with the outide world " But 

the crucialarea of tudy .. the hinterland trade relations that Arikamédu shared with 
ts environs and the rade routes through which consignments traveled to the west 
remaing an area 1o be studied in extenso, However, Champakalakshmi (1996) and 
Rajan (1997, 2002) deal with this aspect 10 @ certain extent. There s an increasing 

  

     

® A earie v of i pape vas red t the Anaual Conference o he Inian Achaelogical Sty heldin Kerals (Dessmher 002 The s refes o 1 his semence e sxcavation 
s  



    
  

CIAA Newsletter Issue #17 Articles 

demand from the scholarly world (Begley 1996; Ray 1995, 2002) o search for the 
origin and development of Arikamédu through s hinterland centres and not on the 
coasal regions alone. The present paper is an atiemp o investigae the role of 
regional centres around Arikamédu siressing the special importance od Sefgamédu 
and the Thirukbyilir egion located i the South Arcot district of the state of Tamil 
Nadu in India (FIg. 1. The former has been excavated {0 a arger extent, and from the 
Tate,  hosrd of Roman coins has been unearthed. 

  

Seigamédu 
‘The name Segamédu (12°1'N 79%0'E) is deived from the fact that numerous 
ricks, brickbats and potiery sherds have been found srewn i the area.* In rder to 
ascertain the nature of the typical black and red ware in the context of the habitation 
fevel along with remains of massive brick structures on the fverbanks, the site of 
Sengaméd was subjected o 2 smallscae excavation in 1953 As one of th earliest: 
megalthic habitation sits to be excavated in Tamil Nadu, the it i a useful ne to 
study for a better understanding of the gradual cultural transformation from the 
Megalithi to the Early Histoic period i the light o the Roultied potery and other 
associaed antefcts. 
“The st of Seigamedu (Nallue distic), covering more than 25 sres, stands on the Ik of the iver Manimukis and 13 s o  dsance o 23 Kiomeues from Viddhachalam in Villupuram distrct. The river Mapimukta has 11 source n two 
mallSeams, he Man and the Mkt which s i e Kalrayan hills n the Slem, i, Afee rnning almost parlle o the iver Vel inan as westry dircion, ihe Mapimukta sions Wit he iver GOmUAM finsThe Ve[i nca Srmishpam. & 
revered tmple dedicied t the Hindu 800 Vigh s octed St the onflence of these Tiver. The Tarous pot of Arkamed les 30 Klometes northeast of Sergaméds 
gD, 
A unicultural sie in ature, the chronology of Sefgamédu has been assigned (0 pre- 
Rouletted, Rouletted and post-Rouleted periods, ranging roughly from 300 B.C. to 
AT 200-300 on the basis of the materal cultral remains. The oceupation of the ite 
egins with the megalihic people who used Black and Red Ware. The divergent 
Variey o domesiic utensils represented in this level s suggestive of & permanent 
Setlement. Moch of the pottery was found t0 have different grafis symbols. The 
cuttings at the habitation level have also yielded inteesting evidence of an infant 
urial ntered in a Black and Red Ware di i a shllow pit-with few disariulated 
bone remains (Fig. 2).% This may have megalithic fflition. The infant burial recalls 
a similar one encountered a the habtaton levels at Kodumapal (Erode distit). But 
unlike Schgaméd thischild burial i anariculted one 

  

   

‘The succeeding period (Period I is charactrised by the induction of Rouleted 
pottery (Fig, 3) resembling Arikamédu specimens occuring along with Black and 
Red Ware. A single sherd supposed to be Russet costed paind pottery was also 
noticed at the same level. The associted artefacts consised of shell bangles (Fig. ), 
vory objects, stone objects and glass and chert beads (Fig, 5). In the final stages 
(Period 1) one could observe the domination of courser and locally manufactured 
Rouleted pottery forming th bulk of the total ceramic assemblage. During the ntire 
span of time, the Black and Red Ware tends to appearinal stata bt is cruder during 
the lter periods .3 The recent exploration work andertaken by the authorsat the site 
has revealed new evidence, such as a stoneware lamp with multple wicks, a male   

Toe e means “maund o ks 1 Bance 195, 4546 956832 Sharma 1953 
1 Bunere956. .46 R 1994 .5, 
= Ramachadien 1980, 710305
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terrscotta fgurine with an elaborate headdress and ormaments,a Ringwvell and a pot 
burial The Black and Red Ware burial pot was placed in & small it on the upper 
levels of the river secton. It contained ash mixcd with loose soil, Black and Red 
‘Ware sherds and bone pieces. 

  

wr played by Sehgamédi was probed usinthe folowing Tactors: Fisly, th remains of Taaie brick Srctues were deteined fom thg 
Srapings o the wall section o the rivriron (Fg. 0. Altough the excavators iided e strctures ino e dierent phases they could ot sablsh  precios Chronologea framework. However,the aceurence of o Ringwels i the rver Section allows us o dae the sructres tntaively (5. 7). 

    
“The apiquity o eracota Ringells n Tamil N is generally daed o s half of 
the 1 century A-D. This would date the middie phase to the 1" century A.D. 
Interestingly. 4 comparative study of th brick sizes from the carly sructural period 

  

between Arlkamédu (33x23x6 8cms) and Sefgamedu (30K18x7.Gems) more or less 
tally in their dimensions. Whether the structures at Sengamédy functioned s & 
warchouse or in some associated form remains uncertain. The proximity of the 
structures (0 the iverside (empis us (o identify such a function but further 
investgation is needed The absence of any prominent structural remins in other 
excavaied sits like Thirukoyilar and Maligaimédu (South Arcot distict dds 
importance to the analyss of he sructures at Sengamedu, and thus strengthens the 
possibiltyofis having been a major hinterland cente. 
‘The most important evidence that highlights the hinterland trade relaions that 
Seigamédu shared with Arikaméd s th existence o the Rouleted patiery. But in 
the ibsence of any ngible evidence related to Roman crat taditons,the occurrence 
ofthe same potiery offes adatum lin {0 fx the rltiv chronology. 

  

But unlike Arikemédu where the Rouletied pottry cocxists with Black and Red 
Ware, in Segamédu there is no such evidence in it lower levels. Here the potery maket it gradual appearance n the transiton period. The excavatorsare of the view 
hat he potiery might have amived ot & sighly Tter date around the I*century A.D.> 
‘As such, if we assume the consiuction of the brick structures around the 1 century 
'AD. on the basis of the Ringwels, he logcal deivation for the arival of Roultied 
pottry coincides with the chronology of Arikamédy and i contermporary with it The 
fimited digging yielded a toalof eleven sherds of Rouleted potery largely belonging 
10 the lower levls. The pottery s nvariably wheel thrown, from welllevigatd cla 
‘el fired and with  lustrous lack sip- Th infemal bas of the sherds bears rows of 
roulette designs akin to the sherds found at Arkamédu 

   

“The same pottery type tends to continue i the upper levels in a degenerated form 
made of thick-sectoned dark Red and Brown Ware.* Apart from this th influcnce 
of trade contacts with. Atikamedu is further indicaied by the occurrence of 
indigenously produced amphorae of Red Ware * Even the shapes of the amphorae 
and Red Wares such as dishes, flanged lids, small cooking pots with protruding 
elies,shallow dishes and storage jars,ec. esemble similar wares ffom Ariksmédu. 
“The finding of a single sherd which is supposed o be Russet coated pained poitery 
along wih the Rouleted poticry neds furihr consideration. Although the excavator 
makes reference o th particular sherd, we were unable 1o see any llustation of it A 
closer examination of the sherd shows close resemblance with the pained sherds 
Feporiedat Arikaméci both by Wheelerand Begley.> 

  

I Sountassan 194,151, Begey 1996, p 105 Banere 956,45 Ramachandan 1981 p 105 
» Rimachandnn80,p105 Banee 19%,p.45.  Wheelr 1946, 52, PLXOCKLC; Begly 199, Fig. 4189 
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leading 1 a better understanding about the in   
Stratifed levels. 
Discussion 

Period. 

local trade nework, 
Athough det   

* Begey 196,520 2 Begey 996 117 
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Wheeler reportd the occurrence o a carinated vessel bearing white painted designs 
a5 a local ware belonging (o the carly phase (mid or ate 1° century A.D. in the 
southemn sector. On th other hand, Begley also found a fragment o a vessel cxeculed 

i Tows of rectangular designs or circles in White colour.> In both instances, the 
chronology of th sherds complement cach othe and fall within th upper limit o the 
1¥ century A.D. The significant aspect one might observe here i tht similar inds of 
paintd sherds from Sehgaméd (0, on the grounds of fabri and chronolog A par with those from Aikamédu. The debat regarding the nomenclature of 
is'byond th scope o this papersour compaison 1 made on the pinicd dsign 
fabrc and chronology not on e name. Even if we consider the sherd as Russel 
coated potery then It only reflects the cultral intactions that Sehgamedu shared 
With the westem part of Tamil Nadu. A careful study of the potery types in their 
totality and thei context with Arikaméda®, if undertaken, might yield more esults 

ite relationship. Additionaly, the 
excavated site of Thirukoyilor has also produced evidence of painted sherds in 

‘The occurrence of Rouleted potiery a vantage centres s @ conspicuous feature. Here 
we would ik o consier h emars f egly who ply svocted it Rvieed 
pottry oceurs only in urban or religious centres.* If we take this argument as 
o it e e i e et 4 i Furban centres. But we must be cautious in defining the role of rban centrs since 
the critriafor uban rais vary rom region o region. The geographical and climatic 
factors that play a major ol i determining the stablishment of cites and ther trade 
setups differin every region and hence one may not expect the same trade network 15 
that which prevailed betwieen the ciies of north India during the Early Historical 

Seiigamedu, i s bid to qualify a an urban centre, obligs by furishing antiuities 
made from marine shel in th form of bangls, glas and chert beads, ivory objects 
and, more precisely, structural edifices and Ringwells. The recovery of objects that 
are undoubtedly alien tothe site is ample proof for s being considered the centre of 2 

led study of the hinterland trade networks in the early historica period 
in Tamil Nadu s inisinfancy, th following discussions call for & ffeh approach. On 
the basisof the spata distrbution of artefcts th probabilties of more than a single 
rade route both coastal and inland, might be discussed. The recent satllit imagery 
sunvey condueted over the major drainage systems and coastal rea of north Tamil 
Nadu' has revealed the_presence of a palaco shoreline at Mannirgudi and 
Tiruvidaimarudur that spread up o fou kilomeires west of Chidambaram. This means 
the area was encroached inwardly by the sca where, al the meeting point of 
‘Mapimukta and Ve[l ivers five kilometres away from the sca, there exisied a 
riverine port going up o Segamédu” Assuming the reality of a port near 
Sehgamédu, a cosstal route staring from Arikamédu via Karaikidu appears to be 
viabl fo transportaion. But with regard o this theory, sholrs have raised doubis as 
0 whether the findings can be used 10 establish the existence of ports and trade
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Secondly, the wide arabl araround the poliial centre of Thirukoyiir, th capital 
ofthe Sangam age ruler, Malaiyamig, can lso b explored. The discovery of 4 hoard 
Consising of 193 Roman gold coins (13* century A.D.) near Thirukyiliy 
(KouakanSorayapayte) slong with jewelery items”, local issues of Malaiyamin® 
and other siray finds add significance (o this region. The sirategi locaion of 
“Thirakoyilir an the andmrk famil-brahmi inscipion of Athyamia® at Jambai are 
suggesiive of & well-knit rade network extending from Marandahalli (Kolar egion) 
{o'Utagarai. Chegam (North Arcot region), Thirakoyilar, Jambai and linking 
Seigamédu with Arikamédu® 

  

To corroborate this evidence, the survey around this region demonsirates a high 
concentration of habiational sites containing cultural clements of the Iron Age 
Succeeded by the Early Historical period. The very presence of such sits locaied in 
and around Thirukoyilir and Sehgamédu ranging from five (0 fify acres in extent 
{hus csablishes a higrstchy for understanding the ancient etlement paier o this 
region (Fig. 1). Inadditon to this, we might aso draw atention o a custer of carly 
Jan sealements located i and around the trade routs. 

  

The distibuson pytem of Rouleted potery from excavated i like Thinakoylor™ 
and Magaiméa f taken a5 a deteminan {0 sdeniying rade routcs, i again Suggesi of oihr major hiierand adefoues tht Inked Akamed with e ot i e i e sk wll i st ofTam Nad, v thef oo wich comes wilhin the reaches of Sehgamedu. The finding of th ncck porion of an 
mphora 1 Thirskoyilr* n the lower evel (Period 1) and which fesembic the ‘Ankiamed specimens, adds significanc 0 1 sbove stement. 
Thus, in the light of the above discussions i is cvident that the true nature of 
Arikamédu can only be thoroughly understood from the context of the ntemal 
dynamics that evolved around the hinterland centrs like Sehgamédu. The prosperty of port stes, especially those on the scacoast (0 4 larger extent rests with thei 
hinteland centes. I would notbe possibl o think about the exisence of Arikamédu 
‘withou! the suppor ofthese centcs because it Was hese cenirs tha provided much 
necded basic amenities for thei subsistnce apart from their involvement in the 
trading network. Our study ighlights the urgent need to undertake an intensive 
Survey and further spadework in these areas and not only 1 Arikamédy, 
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EARLY MEDIEVAL INDIAN OCEAN TRADE: EXCAVATIONS AT 
SANJAN, INDIA 

by Dr. . P. Gupta, Chairman, Indian Archacological Society, New Delk, India, with 
Kurush Dalal, Abhiit Dandekar, Ruklshana Nanji, Rohini Pandey and Rhea 

Mitra, 

1t is common knowledse that India had long-distance trade with the Persian Gulf 
countie, ncluding ancient Mesopotamis (modern Ira), Iran, Oman, Filaka Island, 
Bahain, etc. from about 3000 B.C. (o about 1700 B.C., when the Indus-Saraswati 
Civilsaion flourished but thereis much les appreciaion of the fact that thre was & 
simila sea trade between the countres on the €ast and Wet of India during the early medieval period, generally brackeied between A.D. 700 and 1200. This trade is 
Sometmes called the “Arsb Trade" inco it has been presumed that it was lrgely in 
the hands of the Arabs. This is, however, only partally tre since the Indians and 
Iranians were equal parners i the trade oftis period. 
In this eade, which spread from the Red Sea through the Indo-Pacifc region and 
reached China and Japan, India and Sri Lanka played a major rol. This has become 
clear 10 us from our recent excavations conducted at the near-the-sea-coast it of 
‘Sanjan, 60 k. from Bombay. The time-bracket of this site is A.D. 800 to 1200, 
Sanjan was seleced for excavation because it was a well known setlement of the 
Zoroastians or Parss in Idia and connected with ther known history. The Parsis too 
ad patcipatd in the sea-borne trade 
‘Sanjan and the Parsis in India 
“The history of the Parss in India s largely based upon the Kisseh-i-Sanjan or the 
“Story of Sanjan’ written in Persian in A.D. 1600 by 4 Pars priest named Bahman 
Kaikobad. It may be noted that the replacement of the Ummayad dynasty by the 
Abbasids in Khorasan (northwestern ran) in A.D. 748 and the development of 
Baghdad in Iraq a the main commercial centre for the Middle East afler A.D. 766 
created great politial instability. Islamic pressure-groups against Zoroastians 
hindered their commercial actvity in Hormuz. and by A.D. 766 the armics of Caliph 
Mansur had annexed the dominions of the Spahbads, the Tt representatives of the 
Sasanian sate radiion and of the Zorosiran faih. AS & consequenc, 4 group of 
Parsis left Khorasan and st ai for India —ss Hormuz was then i rebelion. 

  

Sanjan a5 we know it today,is  smal town, but local tradition has it that earler it 
encompassed a large area ncluding the nearby present day setlemens of Davir, Za, 
Marol, Nargol and Saronda. Some have theorised tha the coast of Unargam also 
must Have once been a part o Sanja port and that the Parsis could even have landed 
there. There also existed a fort o the coast of Umargam, There s a fot in Sanjan 
itelf but it i a very small one, 532 fect long and about 438 feet wide. According (o 
the Thana Gazette the fort was buit by the Portuguese in 1613. But local tradition 
ascribes the fort (o Jadi Rana It was undoubedly the Portuguese headquarters as it 
was a3 strategic locaton on the Vairolifver which constantly gts sea wate through 
the Vairol ceek from the Umargam coast, hardly 0 k. away. Large craft of about 
eighty tons could and at Sanjan from Umrgam a high tde. They generally came 
‘empty and were laden with imber and rce from Sanjan. 
Sanan falls geographically in the north Konkan region of Wester India Politically, 
ithas been a part of southern Gujarat. Going by the tradiional dae of A.D. 697 for 
Di and A.D. 716 for Sanjan, it can be sad tht th Zoroastians arived there during 
the tme of the Western Chalikyas who held sway over southern Gujrat. Sanjan a0 
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Diu and A.D. 716 for Sanjan, it an be saidtha the Zoroastrians arived thre during. 
the time of the Western Chalukyas who held sway over southern Gujarat. Sanjan also 
had 2 population of Atab merchants and Kuf stters whose descendanis are known 
today s the Navayai Mushims. The Parsis enjoyed a peaceful exsience at Sanja for 
‘about 700 years but faced great trouble when ther setiement was attacked n 1393 by 
Stlan Mahmud's general Alaf Khan, The Parss fought vaianly n aliance with the 
Hindu king but were inally defeaed. In 1938 when Dr. Wilson visited Sanjan there 
were only tw or three Pars houses ther. Nargol, beieved (o have once been a part 
of Sanjan,had sbout 150 Pars houses. Saronda near Nargol had 50 Parsi houses Jia, 
Bord, Davier, Tadgam, Maroli and Ahu 150 had a few Parsi houses. The setlements 
surtounding Sanjan ad survived even though Sanje sl lay deseted fo aboul four 
centuries Afer 1534, it came under Portuguese control. They named it St. John. In 
1926 Sir Thomas Herbert descibed it as St John the Vakas. The Marathas ruied 
‘Sanjan from 1738 to 1817, afier which it was occupied by the Briish. Sanjan was 
repopulatd only when it came under the contrl of the Briih. 

  

Excavations at Sanjan 
“The rolling mounds of the ancient it of Sanjan (N 20° 11" $9.6; E72° 48" 00.2) are 
located some 2.5 km from Sanjan Railway Station in Taluka Umargam, Distict 
Valsad, Gujara (Fig. 1) The sie overlooks the northen bank of the Vairol river 
where the sea-creck of the same name joins it. The area is localy known s the 
bandar o port because ven today boatsfrom the Arabian Sea come here regularly. It 
Was excavated in 2002 

  

  

“The main ams of the excavations were: 
1. To establishthe date of the foundation of the setlement 
2. To cstablsh he natur of the ccupation 
3. o asceran the rol of Sanjan i the East-West rade in the Indian Ocean 

    

The Structural Phases 
The excavations revealed the existence of several structural remains which were 
divided nto two phases (Fig. ). 
The first o the carlest structural phase (Phase I lay upon layer 7 and is represenied. 
by a large structure made of burnt briks. The bricks measure between 35 and 40 cm 
i length, 21 and 25 cm in breadth and 6 and 7 cm in thickness. Only pars of he 
orthern and westem Wals e scen i the excavated area. The walls are made up of 
15 courses of baked bricks below which is seen the foundtion of three courses of 
cobbles nterspersed with clay. The later inhabitnts have robbed a large portion of 
he wesiem wall of the stroctre of s bicks. This was scen very cleary i the form 
of a “ghost wllin th southen section of the excavated sre. 

  

To the west of the siucture Iay a deep Ringwell’ made up of nine rings. The rings 
are straght sided and arc between 33 and 39 cm in height. Th rings have everted 
rims and are very slghtly splayed n the lower two centimetres 
“The second orltersiructural phase (Phase I) was stuated st depth of 1.05-1.10 m 
from the extantsurface of the mound. It was made up of  smal wall of burnt bricks, 
one course thick and two courses high and running north-south. T s east Wasa floor 
made of horizonally placed brickbats and cobbles. This floor was covered with a 10 
m thick laye of rammed siky clay. 
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o the westofthe wall were two lrge Ringwells both with an average diameter of 80 
em. They are in the same alignment as the wall. We presume that hese Ringwells 
Served as toilts. Lying sbove the Ringwells were Targe numbers of brickbats 
probably denoting the collapsed wals of an adjacent stucture and also large-scale: 
Gestruction and deserion o the it (Fig. 3). 
Ty e ST S s oy e ot L e g s e S s s e oD o e e o, T ok B oo o S oners i Caprant i v A 3 of G on 8 v g e B Y R et o o s skmtod B S o 
Gadhiya coin. o 

The Pottery 
Before conducting excavations we made  surface survey. It revealed sherds ranging 
from coarse wares o fine porcelans. I may be noted that many of the wares found at 
the ste had never been previously reporied in India n rogula excavations. So fr the 
Tollowing wares have been identifie: 
Porcelain, Glszed Grey Stoneware, Glszed Pink Ware, Pink Ware, Red Slipped Pink 
Ware, Glized Buff Ware, Mica Washed Red Ware, Slipped Grey Ware, Coarse Grey 
Ware, Slipped Red Ware, Course Red Ware and Red Poished Ware. 
Porcel 
The porclain found st s st i veryfne and well mde, rnging i colou from 
‘white and cream 10 grey, ight green and pale blue. Some of the sherds appear 0 be 
(Chinese Qingbai and Yoe ware. 
Glazed Grey Stone ware 
“The fabrc ofthis ware is grey in colour and it was made of very welllevigated clay 
and appears o sop jus short of being parcelain. The coloursin this ware ae mainly 
shades.of green and grayish-green. The most important feature of this potery is the 
presence of spur marks on th insid surface of the bases of the bowls. These spur 
arks are rough 10 touch and are evenly spaced and white in colour. Most arc 
Squansh in shape. These could be of grea relevance in cstablshing the provenance 
‘and chronology of his pttry, Similar spur marks have been observed on vessels at 
th site of Manta, Sri Lanka.* Some of the body sherds have inciscd desigrs. The 
Shapes in this ware e jas, bowl and dishes, although the i fragment of & vase- 
Jike vesse has ao been found. The bases are ringed. This ware his a very compact 
fabric like porcelain Some of these sherds have 3 motled efect on the surlce ether 
due to the plaze, fring or deliberat effor. Some sherds re quite thick in secion. A 
fiew of these sherds may be of south Chinese orign. 

   

  

Glazed Pink Ware ‘The predominant shapes in this ware are convesx-sided bowls and dishes. The colour 
of the core ranges from a pule creamy pink t0 a darker reddish/orange shade. The 
fabric has & fne, soft kaolinlike texture and i in some cases very chalky. There is & 
profusion of claborate decoration in this ware. A pearly glase is used o coat the 
Incised and painted designs. The designs are mainly frec-hand curved lines forming 
abstract, loralor stylised mois. 
Pink Ware 
“The fabric of this ware s similar to Glazed Pink Ware, bt s devoid of any surfuce 
tseatment. The colour of the core anges from pale creamy pink (0 reddish pink. The 
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sherds are mainly thick in section and sturdy, indicating storage and transporttion 
uses. I should be mentioned tht a arge mumber of handles have been found in this 

Red Slipped Pink Ware 
“The shapesin this ware appear o be predominanly pots andjar. The core is grayish 
pink and i some cases pink. The textur is medium.coarse. The surfuce is treated 8 
Slip tha varies i colour from a bright red {0 dark red and brown. 
Turquoise Glazed Ware 
“Ths i a very dramaic and interesting ware showing imagination and versailty in 
treatment, decoration and shapes. The fabicis fine, chalky, soft and, n some cases, 
medium-coarse deperding upon the purity of the ciay used. The colour of the core 

inges from milk white 0 yellow. The surfuce treatment shows great versatlty. The 
Smallr vessels have white and cream glaze. Somo sherds have a grayish-brown matte 
glaze. The larger vesselshave green, blue green and trguoise glaze. These have been 
dentiied s Turquoise Glazed Ware (TGW) or South Mesopotamian Islamic TGW. 
“This is also variously termed by different scholars “Hib SasanianJslamic Blue 
Glazed pottery - Some scholars cal it “Abbasid', ‘Samarra’ or ‘Basra’ ware, 
Glover defines it a5 ‘soft, yellow-buff fabric often wilh fine texture and inclusions 
with a thick turguoise alkiline-glaze which s usually il itin, crackled and applied 
over low relief omament” There is evidence of over irng and vitrfication on some 
Sherds. This vitifcaton may also be duc to he vessels repeated use for peparing 
glazes or the melting of glas. The glazes themselves appear to have been ireted ierenly in orde to achieve certan effcts, &.8.crackle ffect, mirtor finsh, etc. On 
afew sherdsthe glazeis almost half acentimeter thick. 

  

  

“The shapes vary from storage jars and globular pots (0 large and small bowls, dishes 
and cups, There i 4 range of rims within each category from the everied external 
projecting (0 the inverted and those with bilateral projections. High-nccked jars, 
Gonvex-sided bowls and bowls with flaringsidesare present in this colection, Special 
‘mention should be made here of & high-necked vase in TGW with four handles, two 
of which are extant. A simila kind of vesel i repored from Nishapur i Iran.* 

  

“The designs e very interesting and unusual The decorations are done by techniques 
such as appliqué, piniing, incision, impression and stamping. One design resembles 
very closely, one of the essels found at Susa, which has been dated to the ninth 
century A.D Floral desgns, igzags, horzontai and curved bands,dot, etc. are lso 
bserved. The unglazed samples have some incsed and iniricate patiens, which arc 
very wellexecuted. None ofthe esigns in his ware i seen on the Coarse wares 
Red Polished Ware Three fragments of this ware have been found. The first is 4 spout with six 
perfoaionsa s bas ad 1h s s part of  spinkc. Thse shetds o of rea Saniicance consideing that R Polshed War ha b reporied fom vaious sies in‘association with Early Islamic POty and sometmes also with Chincs wates Sies sych as Mania in S Lanka®, St n ran, Subr in Omanc”and Qana' 
Yemen® amongst ohers i the Persian Gull nd the Indian Ocean have yieded al ihre wares. Archacoloists have s R Polshed Ware s a chronologial maker 10 esablish trde conacts between these sies and the Indian Subcontinent. The 
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earlest date of Red Polished Ware in India with ypes lke sprinklers goes back 10 the 
first century A.D. in northem India. However, it is only rarel found in the post- 
Gupta .., post ALD. 0D level. Ths, s presence at the cighth century sie s at 
presentenigmitic, bl migh suggest the exstence of arle its n the neghbouring. 
region. 
“The site of Sanjan proved to be exceptionaly rich in antiquarian remains. A large 
number of arefacts i ron, copper, erracott, stone, glas and shell were found n the 
excavations. 
Glass Objects 
he vl args roup f st rom e excavaionscosiss of gl bt B i s g s s oo oo Ty Ok 1 s Gy a5 Feven pusabon, Lo U poposs of Seniing 1 ol s of e oot F B s b s 7 o o s sl nd o . 
Glass Vessels 
I the course of the excavations, an unusually arge quantiy of glass vessels and 
vesse fragments was encountered. These range in sze from lrge fragments to very 
tiny chips that are often difficul to hold. The fragments vary in colour, surface 
reatment, shape and decoraion. It s also vry signifcant hat & few intact or nearly 
intac glass botles and othr vessels were also found. Other diagnosiic objects inlude 
bases, final, a thick stopper-ike object and a disc reminiscent of the ‘marvered” 
glass objects produced by medieval Neareastern glass manufacurers between the 
Sighth and twelfth centuies AD* 

  

‘The glass objectsexhibit a wide variety in colour,thickness and shape. Colours range 
from light and dark green, pale blue, dark blue, clear, yellow, and one or two 
specimens of an opague white: 
Other Glass Objects 
“This category includes bangle fragments, ring fragments and a few miscellaneous 
object. The bangle fragments from Sanjan are simila to such objects seen at most 
catly historical and early medieval excavations in India. They are mainly plain and a 
fow bear appliqué dotsin White. They are mainly opague black in colour with a few 
‘cxamples of transparent grecn. I i ntrestin {0 note here that whils tree probable 
bangle fragments in copper have been recovered from the excavation, not 4 single 
‘example of & teracotta bangle fragment was recovered. 

  

Colns. 
As many as 32 coins were collected from the excavations. They include 21 of copper, 
four of wehich are probably of lead and seven siver cois. Twelve coins with some 
discemible features were given to Dr. S. Gokhale of Pune for decipherment. She has 
deniifed fve of these. They are: a small slver coin with an clephant on the obverse 
and.a ion on reverse. This coin s atbuted to the second century A.D. The ion was 
the mint mark of the Satavahana mint at Nasik. The combination o the (o symbols 
on such a small issue shows remarkable crafismanship; a fragment. of 3 slver 
Sasanian coin with traces of a fir altar on the everse. The coin can be attibuted (0 
the 7~ §5 century A.D: a small silvr coin wih an clephant facing right on the 
bverse and a Brahmi legend on the revers. The legend reads, Amavalisa, and can be 
‘tibuted on palaeographical grounds o he 8 — 9% century A.D: a silver cain of the 
‘Sullan of Sin, dated 10 900 A.D. It bears Arabic Iegends on both fas: the obverse 
bears a legend, Allah yarhig ‘wnar wafah an nasr, whilst the reverse bears the 
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legend, Allh Muanmad rasilallah; nd the fih is a highly corroded Indo-Sasanian 
copper coin. The abverse depits the bust of a king and th reverse bears fin trces of  ir-alta. I i ascibable 1o the 10° 11° century A.D. 
Beads 

  

I all 113 beads were recovered from the excavations and the site. The dominant 
materal s glass with O1 beads, fllowed by teracotta with nine, carmelian with four, 
game, chaicedony, paste and copper are represented by a single specimen cach. Two of the beads may be made of agate o a glas mimicking it known as agae glass. Of 
the last two beads one i made of an 8 yet unidentified material whilst the othe is 
made of an unidentified whit stone. 
Dating 
In the absence of absolute dates”, the tenative dating of the sit on the basis of 
historical, ceramic, numismatic 4nd arefactual data is between the §° and 12° 
centuries AD. 

  

Conclusion 
“The entative and preliminary conclusions suggest a thivingsie, cconomically szong 
and viable. The ste was involved in trade, both local and forign. Thus, Sanjan was 
probably 3 vitl link in the Indian Ocean trade which strtched from the Red Sea Fegion o China and Japan, 

  

The 812" century Indian Ocean trade, s is now absolutely clear from various 
sudis,involved severs]countries in he cas and the westof pennsular India. Potiery 
of the kinds we have found at Sanjan from well-dated layers of regular excavations 
are found a several its on the East African, Red Sea and Arabian peninsula coasts, 
Irag, Tran, India and Sei Lanka as well 3 in couniries of southeast Asia such as 
‘Thailand, Vitnam, the Philippnes and Indonesiaas well s China and Japan (Fg. 1) 
Further excavations at the sie willcerainly throw more light on the large network 
covered by he Indian Ocean trade inthe carly medieval period. 
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Manchar 

Southern Iran and Eastern Arabia Repertory, " Tradiion and Archacology: Early Maritine 
s, Manohar 
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UNESCO's Mandate and Activities for the Rehabilltation of Afghanistan's 
Cultural Heritage 
UNESCO has responded firmly (0 the challenge of rehabiltating Afghanistan's 
endangered culiural heritage, which has sufferd ireversible damage and 0ss during 
e it o cades of war snd il st Tiissplicsnaby in e s of 
archacologicalsites and theprevention o lict trafic of ultural property. 
‘The safeguarding of al aspects of the cultural heritage of Afghanistan, both tangible 
and intangibl, including museums, monuments,archacological sies, musi, art and 
traditonal crft, is of particular sgnificance i terms of srengihening the culiural 
idenity and a sense of national integrity. Cultra heritage can become a point of 
mutual intrest for former adversaries, enablng them o re-bulldties, o engage in 
ialogue and to work together in shaping a common futre. UNESCO's sraegy is o 
assstin th re-establishment o links between the populations concerned and their 
cultural history, helping them 10 develop a sense of common ownership of 
‘monuments tha represent the cultural hertage of diffrent segments of society. Ths 
srategy is therefore direetly linked 1o the nation-building process within the 
framework of the United Nation's mandate and concerted intemational efforts for 
rehabiliatng Afghanistan. 

  

  

With reference to the UN Secretary-General's dictum, “Our challenge s o help the 
Afghans help themselves". policies and activities for the safcguardin 
Afghanistan's cultral hertage focus on trining and capacity-building actvities 
elited o the preservation of his culural heriage. 

  

  

Entrusted by the Afghan govemment o coordinate all internatonal fforts aming 0 
sufeguard and enhance Afghanisan’s colural heritage, the organization coordinates 
and carries out various activiies. As the UN Programme Secretaia for Culture, 
Youth and Sports, UNESCO is supporting the Afghan Ministy of Information and 
Culture and relaed govemment agencies by coordiating all actvities i the field of 
culure 
n May 2002, UNESCO organized in Kabul, in cooperation with the Afghin Ministry of Information and Culture, the first Intermtional Seminar on the Rehabiltation of 

‘Afghanistan’s Caltural Heriage, which gahered 107 specialists in Afghan cultural 
heritage, a5 well as representatives of donor countries and insitutions. The 
paricipants gave presentations on the state of conservation of cultralsits across the 
Country and discussed programmes and co-ordination for the first conservation 
actviies 10 be undertaken. This seminar resuied in more than USS? millon being 
pledged for pririty project. These funds will be allocated through bilaieral 
agreements and UNESCO Funds-in-Trust projects. An cleven-page document 
Contining conerete recommendations for future action was adopted, in which the 
need 1o ensure ffective cooperaion wis emphasized. 

  

  

  

  

To this end and following the Afghan authorites® request to UNESCO to play 1 
oordinating role in all intermational sctivities aimed at the safcguarding of 
‘Afghanistan’s culural heritage, UNESCO. has established an International 

     

  

3 

   



  
CIAA N   wsletter Issue #17 News Bulletin 

Coordinaton Commitie. The stautes of this committce were approved by the 165 
Session o the organization's Exceutive Board in October 2002. The commitie wil 
consist of representatives of the Afghan government and leading itemational 
specialists belonging o the most important donor couniries and organizations 
roviing fonds or s wsitane for e steguarding of Aghansan's il Reritage. Tt will meet on 4 regular basis to review on-going and future cforts to 
rehabilate Afghanistan's cultual heitage. The fist Plenary Session will be held n 
Paris from 16 0 18 June 2003, 

  

  

Bamiyan 
Immediaely afer the collapse of the Taliba regime in December 2001, UNESCO 
sent a mision (© Bamiyan (0 assess the conditon of the site and o cover the 
emaining large stone blocks wih fore glass shees 10 potect them from the harsh 
climatic conditions during winter (Fig. 1) 

Sase 

  

Fig 1 Remain o he Lrge B conred o prtction t Baiyan, Afghaisa (December 201) 
In July 2002, a second UNESCO mission jointly organized with the Intermatonal 
Council on Monuments and Sits (ICOMOS) and direced by it presidert, Profssor 
Michael Petzet, was undertaken in order o prepare conservation measures f the 
Bamiyan sitc. 
A project preparation mission o Bamiyan composed of German, lalan and Japanese 
‘experts was then undertaken from 27 September to 6 Oetober 2002. T was noted that 
over T0% of the mral paintings dating from the 6° to the 5" century A.D. in the 
Buddhist caves had disappeared, cither through neglect or looting. In one cave, 
experts even found tools f the thieves and the remains of freshy removed pantings. 
n response to thi sitution, & contract was concluded with the loca commander, 
General Tawad, who immediately provided ten armed guards to be responsible for the 
permanent survillance of the st. It was also noted that large cracks had appeared in 
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and around the niches where the Buddha staues had previously been situsted, which 
could lead to the collapse of parts of the niches and inner tsircases within some 
Caves. Tn rosponse (o this Situation, the experts carried out complementary measurements and advised on spproprste sctions o consolide the cifTy and the 
niches. ICOMOS also financed the restoration of a Sunni mosque and another 
building, both of which are located in close proximity (0 the niche of the lurge 
Buddha. The fore-mentioned building will be used for sccommodation of the guards, 
s well s by UNESCO 10 store equipment. AS 4 resultof his mission, the Japanese 
Forcign Ministry gencrously approved a UNESCO_ Funds-in-Trust for the 
Safeguanding ofthe Bamiyan sie with a (ol budget of USS1 815967 (Fig. ) 

   

  

  

Fig2.The Sl Bodda s Bamiyan, Afhaista, e destvcion 
Following delays due o the war i Iro, the first ativites under this projectwil start 
in July 2003 with the scientifc documentation of the back of the niches and of the 
rermaining pices from the Buddhas,thecleaing of the niches and the conservation of 
these picccs. The consaldation of the niches wil commence in 2004, To that aim, 
large Scaffolding has been given free of charge by the German Messerschmidi 
Foundation and options for s transportfrom Germany (0 Afghanistan are curtntly 
being explored. 
An Expert Working Group on the Preservation of the Bamiyan site was jointly 
organized by UNESCO and ICOMOS and held in Munich, Germany, from 21 t0 22 
November 2002 Twenty-five cxperts participated i this conference and evaluaied 
the present saic of conseryation of the site on the basis o the results of the two 
sbove-mentioned missions. They also discusced and compared different conservation 
methods and issued recommendations forconcret future ativites 
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Jam and Herat 

  

In March 2002, UNESCO sent tio consultats to Jam and Herat, Professor Andrea 
Bruno, architect, and Professor Marco Menegott, structural engineer, assessed the 
state of conservation of the Minaret of Jam, a well s the Fifth Minare,the Gawhar 
Shad, the Citadel, the Friday Mosque and other monuments in Herat, before crafing 
projec docments or thei conservation.   

Two months laer, Professor Bruno and Andrea Borgis, 4 hydrologist, carried out & 
UNESCO mission to advise on the consalidation of the Jam Minarets foundeons, 
the stabilzation of it overallsructure nd the water low of the two ivers nearby, as 
wellas to recommend protective measures for the archacological zone of Jam which 
s hreatened by liit cxcavations. This mission evealed that while the dramatic high 
floods of April 2002 damaged the gabions which had been installed by UNESCO in 
2000, they remained effiient n protecting the monument, which has perhaps only 
Survived as a resul of this measure 
“These protetive efforts ae indeed all the more significant in light ofthe fact tht the 
Minare of Jam was inscribed s the frst Afghan property on the UNESCO World 
Herage Litin June 2002 (Fig. 3). 

  
From 16 October to 7 November 2002, achitects Tarcis Stevens and Mario Santana 
from Leuven University carried out detailed metric documentation of the five 
minarets of the Gowhar Shad Musallain Hera, a5 well s of the Jam Minaret. They 
combined this documentation with a peliminary (raining session on the use of a Total 
Station for Afghan experts. The Total Sttion was donated by UNESCO (o the 
Afghan Minisry o Information and Culture. This taining sesion wil be continued 
i August 2003 with a mission by fourspecialits from the universtes of Leuven and 
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Berkely, during which highly detiled documentaion of the Herat monuments and 
the Jam Minaret will b produced with a lser scamer. 
An Expert Working Group on the Preservation of Jam and the Monuments in Herat 
was held at UNESCO Headquarters on 30 January 2003, Among the tweny 
participants were Dr Sayed Makdoom Raheen, the Afghan Minister of Information 
ind Collure, Mr Zahir Aziz, Ambassador of Afghanistan to UNESCO, Mr Omar 
Khan Massoud, Director of the Kabul Museum and Mr Abdul Wasey Feroozi, Head 
of the Afghan Insttte of Archacology. The expert evaluated the present state of 
Conservation of the it of Jam, as well 4 of the Fith Minaret, the Gavwhar Shad, the 
Chtadel the Frday Mosque and other monuments in Herat (Fg, 4 on the basis of the 
resultsofthe previous UNESCO missions. They also addessed the problem of licit 
excavations, compared different conservation methods and made cmergency and 
long-term conservation and co-ordination proposals with reference 1o the identificd 
proritics. This Working Group mecting esulid in concree recommendations, which 
il allow the commencement of emergency actviies in June 2003 

  

    

  

  

Fig. . T four minscs o theSuln Husin Biqara Mdrasa t Hers, o Queen GovarShd's Giens. with h Mi Al Shs v masoiem, Afghamsian 
In November 2002, the Swiss aulhorites announced the approval of a UNESCO 
Funds-in-Trust project for emergency consoldation and restoration of he it of Jam, 
with . total budget of USS124.300. In addition, the ialian authorities gave 
USS499,460 through the UNESCO Funds-in-Trust cooperation for emergency 
consoldation and restoration of the monuments n Herat and Jam. 

  

    

“The first activities under these projects began in April 2003 with the constructon of & 
project house in Jam, th clearing of the Jam riverbed, as wellas th repaiing and the 
Sirengthening of the gabions instalied n 2000 by UNESCO and damaged by the April 
2002 high foods.In uly 2003, detailed geological soil studies will b carried out at 

ihe Jam and Herai minarcts forthe definton of their consolidation. AL the same time, 
the Fifth Minaret in Herat, which s in imminent risk of collapse, will be subject (6 
temporary emergency consaldation, 
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Kabul Museum 
Immediatly afer the collpse of the Taliban regime in December 2001, UNESCO 
sent a mission 10 identfy and gather together the remains of various tatues and 
‘obiects i the Kabul Museum and to prepare a project forthir resoraton. 
In view of the urgent needs o the Kabul Museum and th climatic problems with the 
beginning of the winter, UNESCO took immediate emergency action in November 
2002, This involved the installation of new windows n several ooms on th ground 
and firt floo (Fig. ), as well a a deep water wll wth a pressure tank and plumbing 
10 ensure 4 water connection for the conservation laboratory. In addition, 4 arge 
electric generator was donated o ensure the supply of eecticty. 

    

Fig. . Kabul National Museum showing replacement windows, Afghanistan 
In January 2003, the Greek government commenced the restoration of the Kabul 
Museum uilding as partof # commitment i made during the Kabul Seminar, held n 
May 2002, to donate an amount of approximatcly USS750,000. UNESCO provided 
the Greek specialsts with drawings and plans of the Kabul Museum produced by the 
organization's_consultant, Professor Andrea Bruno, Furthermore, the Briish 
Intemational Security Assistance Force (ISAF) has instlled a new restoration 
laboratory composed of two rooms, one wet-room and one dry.oom, both of which 
were funded by the Britsh Muscum. The French CEREDAF donated conservation 
cquipment and the newly created French DAFA, together with the Musée Guimet in 
Pari,caried out & tsining course fo the museur’ curors, 
General 
In September 2002, UNESCO concluded a contract with the French NGO Agence 
@ Aide & Ia Coopération Technique et au Développement (ACTED). for the 
emergency repai of the protectng roof of the nine domes of the Hadji Pyada Mosque: 
in Balkh - the oldest mosque in Afgharistan - i order 0 preserve i rom the harsh 

stic conditions during winter 

  

In 2002, UNESCO jointly revived the tle-making workshop in Herat with SPACHL 
‘This workshop was attended by 60 Afghan trainees leaming the production of 
naditional tles, 
‘Complementing UNESCO's operational activitics,the organization s promotin existing and developing now mormaive Insrumens for the Iega prowehon of 
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tangible and intangible cultural heritage. Given that the prevention of illcit 
excavations and illict traffic s  major challenge in contemporary Afghanistan, 
UNESCO supports the efforts of the Govemment of Afghanistar to ban ilcit 
excavations and 1o control borders 1o prevent the smuggling of illicity acquired 
movable culura objects. 

  

In conclusion it can be stated tha o dat, funding and other foms of assistance well 
exceeding the USS7 million pledsed during the May 2002 Kabul Seminar have been 
Siven for cultural projects in Afghanistan. To summarize, the UNESCO Fundsin- 
Trust programme has been entrusted with the following. amounts from donor 
countries. USS1,815.967 from the goverment of Japan for the conservation of 
Bamiyan; USS769,000 from the govermment of laly for three projects for the 
‘monuments of Herat and Jam; USSI24,000 from the Swiss government for Jam, and 
USSE50,000 from the government of Germany in 2002, through ICOMOS Germany 
and the German Archacological Institute,forthe retoraion of the Babur Gardens and 
for the training of Afghan archacologists. 

  

Further to these Funds-in-Trust donations, bilateral contributions include USSS 
illon from the Aga Khan Trust. for Culture for the resoration of the Babur Garders 
in Kabul and the rehabiltation of traditional housing in Kabul, Herat and ofher cities. 
‘The Greck government has also earmarked USS750,000 fof the restoration of the 
Kabul Museum building, and the French Délégation Archéologique Frangaise cn 
Afghanistan (DAFA) s curtenily carying out preventive excavations. The French 
Musée Guimet conducted a training cours for the sta of the Kabul Muscum, while 
the British Museu has retored three rooms t the Kabul Museu for the installation 
of s conservation laboratory In addition, UNESCO has provided USS400,000 under 

s Regular Budget fo the blennium 2002/03 for coltural ctviies in Afghanistan. 
  

  

'UNESCO would ik totakeths opportunity to thank al of these generous donars for 
their indispensabe conributions. It should also be emphasized that these cultural 
funds come from specific cultura budgets. As such, they are in no instances taken 
from homaniturian funds, but rather, consitte an additon fo them. 

  

  

Christian Manhart, Program Specialist in charge of Afghanistan’s cultural heritage, 
UNESCO, Paris, France. 

Preserving Afghanistan's Silk Road Art: 
A Virtual Catalogue of the Begram Ivory and Bone Carvings 
Introduction 
Supportd by a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanites, the Virual 
Catalogue of he Begran Ivory and Bone Carvings projec i being direced by Dr. 
Sanjyot Mehendale of the Depariment of Near Easiem Studies, UC Bekeley. US.A. 
“This preservation projeet involves one of the most extensive sets of fnds formerly 
housed in the Natonal Muscum in Kabul, Afghanistan: the Begram ivory and bone 
Garvings,all of which are now gone — looted,sold on the black markel, o desiroyed — 
from the Kabul Muscum, These magificent arvings — several hundred in nurmber 
are unparallled yet parsdigmatic examples o the syncretic nature of Silk Rood art 
and cultural exchange from the carly Common Era. Their disappearance. will 
Constitute an ireparable loss to scholrs, to non-academic devotees ofthe Silk Road, 
nd 10 the cultural hertage of Central Asia. There is an urgent nced 10 preserve 4 
{horough and accurate record of these fnds s tha they may continue to bear winess 
1o the ichness of the cultural exchange between East and West along the ancient Silk 
Rouds, and so tha they might b studicd anew by scholars secking (o locate them 
wihin efgured understandings of ancient Central Asian culues, 

@  
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‘The Begram Ivory and Bone Objects 
The ancent sie of Begram (Bagram) s Iocated 1 he norieast of Kabul 
Afghanistan. The fame of Begram rets on the discovery of 4 large hoard of objects 
Cincluding Indianesque 1vory and bone objects, Chinese lacquers, and Roman 
Elassware-and bronzes ~ which exemplified the ich cross-cultural settng of the 
egion along the ancient Silk Roads, In 1997, after extensive escarch in the Begram 
rchives of the Musée Guimet in Pari, Dr. Mehendale completed  dissertation on the 
Bogram objects which included new interpretaiions about the natur of the fnds 15 
well a5 a complete catalogue of each ivory and bone object discovered at Begram. 
“This work s the latst comprehensive sudy of these finds since thir discovery in 
1937-1939, and was awarded its “Outstanding Dissertation in the Fine Arts and 
Homanites” for 1997 by the University of California a Berkeley. 

    

The trove of Begram vory and bone carvingsis unparaleled in number and stylisic 
complexity by any other finds of carved fvory and bone in South or Central Asia. The 
imagery on the carvings is almost exclusively representations of women, i scenes of 
recreation and repose in semi-secluded quartrs or in other separat, self-contained 
spaces. The inital excavators and most subsequent scholars considered the st s 
o be 4 oyal city. he abjects  royal collction discovered in what had been 4 palace, 
the ivory carvings produced in India and brought to Central Asia a5 part of & royal 
entourage. Consistent with these assumptions, the imagery had been thought to 
suges that the carvings were part of furmishings from the royal aren. 
Dr. Mehendale’s research on the archacological context of the objcts, however, and 

comparaive stylstic anaysis suggest another se of hypoiheses or hese carvings and 
their seting: that insesd of a royalcity, the site may have been a trading centre long ancient Silk Road routs, tha the objects may have been part of an arisan’s or 
merchant’s stock rather than & royal treasure, and that heir provenance may have 
been Central Asia rather than “heartland" India. Congruent with these new 
ypotheses, a re-examination of the imagery suggests that, ather than a harem, the 
bjects’ representations may be of & heretofore unexamined courtesan clss. ince the 
Completion of her dissertation, Dr. Mehendale has lectured extensively on Begram 
‘and Slk Road art and archacology, and has published several aticles on the Begram 
finds. 

  

Crissin Afghanistan 
“The more than two decades long criss in Afghanistan, in additon (o tremendous 
human loss and suffering, has had an enormous impact on the country's coltural 
heritage. Many of the county's archacological stes - at th heart of nearly two 
millennia of Silk Road trade and exchange ~ have been pillaged, vandalized or 
destroyed. The wilful desiruction of the Bamiyan Buddhas has received much 
intemational attenion, and the National Muscum in Kabul has been looted and 
heavily damaged, with many of is objects destroyed. In addition 10 the ravages 
brought sbout by ideological fanaticism and scts of war,  more suble vanquishing of 
the rch archacological eritage of Afghanistan is ccurring. Many sui generis bjects 
are disappearing through a well-organized and funded ilegal market, funnelled into 
he hands of private collectors and unlikely cver sgain 10 see the liht of day. 
‘Compounding the los i the fact that for st of these objecs there exists il or no 
picorialor textual record. 

  

  

  

  

A Virtual Database of the Begram Ivory and Bone Carvings 
In light of the long crisis in Afghanistan, Dr. Mehendale has ben secking ways (o 
ensure the continied existence of  full record of the remarkable objects from 
Begram. Copies of the original archacological reports, published in France in the 
19305 and 19405, are rare and insccesible o English-only readers. And the 
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photographic archives at the Musée Guimet in Paris ar fading and wil be lostif not 
digially eproduced. 
A virtal collection of the Begram ivory and bone objects will combine text and 
images in a scarchable database. As an afflate of the Electronic Cultural Atlas 
Iniiative (ECAT) at UC Berkeley, Dr. Mehendale has access (0 the technological 
resources for this aspect of the project. (ECAL s a global federation of scholars 
Contributing to the creation of a networked digital atlas. Information technology 
specialistscollaborate with archiists,lbraians and curator, and With esearchers in 
the humniies and social sciences. See hitpeca berkeley.edul). The colletion will 
e the only extant complete ecord of these Begram finds. And it will b designed (o 
e accessble worldwide via th inemet, both o scholars and 0 the general pubic 

  

  

For furher information, contact Dr. Sanjyot Mehendale, Department of Nea Esstem 
Studies, 250 Barrows Hall, Uriversity of California, Berkeley, CA 947201940, 
USA Tel: +1 510 643 5845; fax: +1 $10 643 8430; c-mail 
sanjjotm@uclinkd berkeley.edu 

  

New SOAS MA in Buddbist Studies 
A new Mastes programme in Buddbist Studies wil be offered at SOAS (School of 
Orintal and Afican Studies, Uriversity of London from September 2003. 1t will be 
the most extensive programme of is kind in Europe. The MA programme offers 
Suffcient breadih and depth to provide study pathways for students with 3 wide 
Varity of backgrounds and objectives in Buddhist Studics, from those planning (0 
move on (o specialsed language or feldwork-based MPHI/PD research to those 
interested simplyin broadening ther knowledge and awareness of Buddbist tradiions 
and cultures through academic study. The programme can be taken over 12 months 
(full ime) or 23 years(part-ime), 
The MA programme draws on the expertise of intemationaly recognised specialists 
i Buddhist Studis at SOAS and provides access (0 a wealth of resources for he 
study of Buddhism available i the SOAS Library and in nearby instittions such as 
the British Library and the Brtsh Museum, 

  

By seecting courses 1o suit the particular needs of each student,the MA in Buddhist 
Studies o provide: 

A specialised rescarch taining MA in Buddhist Studies (including Asian 
Buddnist languages). This pathway is suitable for students contemplating advanced posigraduat rescarch in Buddhist Studis st SOAS or elsewhere 
A broad MA programme for students with some background n the scadernic 
udy of Buddhism who wish to enhance their knowledge of Buddhism in 
‘Asia, with or without language sudy 
A special inteest MA, which enables students (o study in depth a paricular 
Buddhist region or tradition, whether India, Tibt, South East Asia, China or 
Jupan, et 

The MA in Buddhist Stdis comprises three taught courses and a dissertation. In 
20034 there will be courses and half-courses covering Indian, Tibetan, South East 
Asian, Chinese and Japanese Buddhism, as wel s opportunities for individual 
Supervise esearch and tetual trsnsltion i these and oher areas 

  

1 is recognised tha students enter the MA in Buddhist Studies from a variety of 
educational and linguistic backgrounds, and with different objectives, Prospective 
tudents should threfore conact the Diretor of Stdies, Dr. Tadeusz Skorupski,at 
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an carly stage of thir application to seek advice on the most appropriae options for 
Sudy. Applicants may also wish to contac another member of staif in their 3rea of 
special intrest (see st below). 
Staff contributin (0 the MA Buddist Studies in 20034 include: 
Dr. Tadeusz Skorupski, Director of Studies, Indo-Tibetan Buddhism, Tantric 
Buddhism, Ritual (5] @505 ac.uk) 
Prof.T. . Barret, Chinese Buddhism and Chinese Religions (152 504s.ac.uk) 
Dr. Lucia Dolc, Japanese Buddhism, Japanese Religions, retuning from Research 
Leave May 2003 (1d16@soas ac.k) 
Dr. Urch Pagel, Buddhism in India, Tibet nd Ceniral Asia (upl @501 0.uk) 
Prof, Geoffrey Samel, Leverhulme Visting Professor from August 2003, Buddbism 
and Society in Tibet and South East Asa (Geoffey Samuel @newcastle edi.au) 
Dr. Yousuan Wang, Chinese Buddbism and Buddhist Texts (w8 @sous.ac.uk) 
Prof. Brian Bocking, Current Chair of Religious Studies department, Chinese 
Buddhism & Japanese Religions (bb@soss.ac.uk) 
Please also note that Dr. Kate Crosby, Indian and South East Asian Buddhism 
(k621 @s00s.3¢.uk) will be on rescarch leave in 2003-4. Applicants interested 
rimarly in apanese Buddhism should ot also he csablished SOAS MA in 

ancsc Religions (convenor: Pro. Brian Bocking, bb@s0as.ac.uk). The convenor in 
20534 il bE D Luca Dl (41508500 
  

Detals of courses available in 2003/4 are currently being finalised and will be 
available shortly on the SOAS website. The MA applcation form is available ot 
/w50 46,0k 

Endangered Languages: Ph.D. Studentship. 
SOAS, UK. 
Applicaions ae invited for a PAD studentshipin Fild Linguistcs in the Endangered 
Linguages Academic Programme, SOAS, Universty of London. Applicants should 
Told an MA degree in Linguistics from a UK university or equivalent nstitution. Area 
of language specialisation 1 open but prference will be given (o students intending (o 
Wwork on an endangered lunguage o Afica or Asia 
‘The studentship willinclude foll payment of fees and a maintenance bursary of 
£9832.00; enewable fo a further two years. The closing date for applications is 30 
June 2003 
For more detils, and for an application form,pleas see the website (wwi.hrelp.org), 

or contact Zara Bybus on +44 (0) 207 898 4578 ore-mail: 2p2@sous.ac.uk. 

Phase One of the Mellon Digiisation Project completed at The British Museum 
Over thee hundred fragile and very rare paintings on silk and paper are preserved in 
the Stein Collection a the Department of Oriental Aniquities of the Britsh Moseur, 
London, UK. This is wilhout doubt the most important material collected during S 
Aurel Stein's expeditons ogether with the manuscripts that were originally keptin 
secret cave temple at the Thousand Buddha Caves near Dunhuang, in Gansu 
Province, western China. The sheer volume and the extremely good condition o the 
matertsl preserved by he desert cimate makes this find unparalieled in the world for 
the study of the medieval period of China and Cental Asia. Dunhuang is an ancient 
ossis town, located where the northern and southern branches of the Silk Road united 
o lead o the then Chinese capital Chang'an oday known a5 Xi'an: Some time in the 
eleventh century th carcfuly packed bundies of manuscripts and paintings were put 
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into & smallcave and seaed off by a wall, which was then painte 10 blend in it the 
decoration of the neighbouring bigger cave templ. It was only in about 1900 that 3 
Daoist monk who looked afer the by then abandoned site accidentally found the 
entrance to he small cae. 
The Dunhuang material obtained by Sir Autl Stein during his second (1906-8) and 
third expeditons (1913-1916) was sent 0 England.In the carly 1920s it was divided. 
with two-ffhs remaining in London, and three-ffths being (ranferred 1o India and 
ow housed in the National Museum, New Delhi. When the Briish Library separated 
from the Britsh Museum in 1973 the paintings, txtile, sculpures and other objecs 
Were reained by the museum. 
Acthur Waley's detiled descipive bt unillstrted catslogue of the paitings was publshed i 1931, A lrge porfo of colou pses ppearcd 921, Inroduced by 
Faurence Binyon. Roderck Whiicd pubished th mostcomprchensiv and Inishly iustrted catlogue in 1952-3 (Rodérick Whitheld: The Art of Central Asia - The Stin Collecion  the Britsh Museam, Tokyo: Kodansha, vot. 1-3) with s third 
ol devled o lhe remuning: Sicin mteril A short. calogue, Which 
paings (Roderick Whifeld and Aune Fsre: Caves of he Thousand Budhas, 
Ganes o the I R, London: B s Pbistion, 190). Al f s s no outof-prnt. 

  

       

The lack of easily accessible catalogues coincides with growing demand for the 
paintings 1o be made accessible o researchers and the general public. In the last ecades a completly new field of study, coined Dunhuang studics, or Dunuang xe 
i Chincse, has sprung up, and the pressre on the important collectons of Dunhuang 
paintings, manuscripts and arefacts o show the fragile and light sensitive matrial on a regolar basis has become overwhelming. Wih the growing ineres n the Silk Road, 
(Central Asia and Buddhism, Dunhuang tself has now become a (riving tourst centre 
‘with s own airport. A @ consequence there s lso a growing demand for the wider 
availability of 800d reproductions of the paintings for popular and scholarly 
publications. 
Now with the help of digital technology it s becoming possible o study the scatered 
Dunhuang matera together - in a virual form One of the most important pilot 
projects o the Andzew W, Mellon Foundation based in New York, U.S.A. s the Sreation o the “Mellon Inierationsl Dunhuang Archive” i collsboration with the 
Dunhuang Research Academy in China, Sarsh Fraser from Northwestem University 
and lbraries and museums around the world. One of the min objecives of this 
project s through digtal pholography 1o re-connect vitually, the wall paintngs in 
the cave temples in Dunhuang with the porable paintings, manuscrips and textles 
‘once also in Dunhuang, ut now dispersed in many diffrent counis. 

  

Work on th digitisation of thetens of thousands of manuseripts in the Briish Library 
i wel under way. The IDP web-page (hitp/idp bl.uk) gives easy access o the fens 
of thousands of manuseripts and manuseript fragments that are already accessble on 
their web-site 
The Stein digitsation project i the first. o ts kind in the Britsh Museum. Several 
departmenis have been collsboraing throughout he year. The project is managed by 
Carol Michaclson, Assistant Keeper ot the Department of Orienal Aniquiies ind the 
day-o-day co-ordination,scheduling and approval of Phase One was my task. The 
photographing of some of the Dunhuang paintings poses special challenges (o the 
Photographers, and digta photography hes provided th technical solution; Some of he painings are very arge: lmost thre metes by three meters in ize. Others src 
hanging scrols about four meters long: thesc were probably originally made 1o hang 
from the gravel cHff face at Dunhuang. Several of these paintings and some long 
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handscrolls were photographed in their entirety for the first time as part of this 
project. The picturs were taken with a traditiona camera using a digital back. Their 
excellent quality makes it possibl {0 z00min (0 see the smalest detal at twice the 
Size of the original. In the case of the long handscrols and banners the individual 
Shots aken will be ttched together in the Muscum's New Media Unit, allowing the 
possibiltyof scollng through the etir jmage for th first ime. Mostof the several Rundred fragments also brought back by Stein have never been published before, and 
are available for specialist rescarch for he first time. It s known that in sveral cases 
fragments belonging o paintings now in New Deihi or in Paris are in the Brtish 
Museum collection, and it will be possibl o reunite these parts by computer 
technology. Chinese scholars will be able to study the inscriptions and detals in 
itherto unprecedented clarity in China itslf, where the digital images will be 
accessibe. 

  

    

  

  

A tour consisting of bout 60 painings s accessble (o all nterested on the Muscum's 
COMPASS web-site <www.thbritshmuseum ac.uk/compass>. Phase Two siarted in 
‘April 2003 and is co-ordinated by Dr. Cecilia Braghin. In this phise the extiles and 
Selcted thre dimensional sculpures and objects brought back by Stein willaso be 
digitised. 

Dr. LillaRussell-Smith, Independent Scholar, UK. 

“The Past of Iraq at The British Museum, London, UK. 
‘Spurred on by the great surge of public iferest in the holdings from 1raq in The 
Britsh Museun since the oulbreak of the war, the Education Department and the 
Department of the Ancient Near East organised a seres of gallry talks on the 
evenings of 27 and 28 March, followed on 1, 2 and 3 April by a seics of hour-long 
Tunchiime lectures in th Stevenson Lecture Theatre. Apar from noices posted witin 
the museam and availble at the Information Desk, there was very hile advance 
publicity. Howener,such was the level of public concern that the events were very ell supported and the speakers cnthusiastcally received. Talks were given by 
Christopher Walker, Sally Irving, St John Simpson, rving Finkel and Dominiquc 
Collon, with the Kesper of the Depariment of the Ancient Near East, John Curtis on 
hand 6 answer questions. 
John Curi also inaugurted the ecture seris with  rview entiled The Culural Heriage of Ira', in which he showed shées of th varied counlryside in rag and ViEws of varlous e under excavaion. Howeve th mos pagnan par of s alk 
Was devoted 10 the pictures e showed of his Iragi collagues Siong Wit images of iy of the objects n hei cae both in he opeh and i the muscams, mnly he Baghdad Museum. Listeners wer et in o doubt sbout the valnersbi of many of e antiquities, itusted 3 they vere on mouns risng above th rverine andscape, 
and thus an nviaton (o the Puding of 00k ut positions or gun emplacement. Aihoughmoveable obects i the Baghdad Museum had.been packed up for rotecion, many abjects were 00 e 1o move and the muscum wa situted close o possible targt atess for bombing. Dr. Caris stesed that he governments of 
‘Coliion couniries had bcn informed abou the ocation o atiquiic, but he poincd ut that ot only i some open st suffr damage i th lst Gull War i 1901, bt o that some provincial museums were a0 looed. Somo of these looted objcts 
have shown up on he ar market in London, and D Curts Was abie 0 inform e udicnc that  few had becn dentfied,impounded and senk back 10T e, 1 Sl part 1 the iglanc of curstors i Thé Brtish Muscum, 

  

  

‘The second lecture, given by Dr. Dorinique Collon was entiled ‘Sumer, Babylon. 
Assyria and the cradie of Civilisation'. This was a survey of the mateia cultie of 
Mesopotamia from the earles potery and cylinder seals o the relefs from the ity   
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palaces of Nineveh and Nimrud. She oo reminded us of the fragility of Iraq's 
freasures, but perhaps her most important point was o reveal tha for the fourth ime 
the Britsh Muscum had the opportunity 10 acquire the Bummey relcf, an intriguing 
plaque depiciing a tloned goddess standing between owls on addorsed lions (see hoto below). The museuis inviting donations to enable it (0 acquire what would be 
e of the most important piccs i s Mesopotamisn collections 

  

  

  

  

The most enertaining alk ws reserved fo the lst: Dr.Irving Finkel spoke on ‘Frst ‘Writing and Mesopotamia's ltrary legacy'. In the course of his lecture Dr. Finkel 
progressed from his own apprenticeship in Assyriology to the decipherment of 
Gunciform by Rawlinson using the trilingual (ext at Bisitun in Iran, and the 
evelopment of wriing from a simple pictographic record of goods and ratons (0 a 
Complex script capable of conveying lerature, medicine, dicionaries and magic. 
‘Although the audience was unable o read the tablts illustated by Dr. Fnkel, such 
was the aristry of the speaker that al fet they had understood the system of writing dictionaries by category rather than by alphabetic system (the alphabet was first 
‘adopted on a large scale for wriing Aramaic), and shared in the chance discovery 
‘among thousands of clay fragments of the fist e of the Epic of Gilganesh. 

    

    

o Bumey Relet- 
The Britsh Museum hopes to organise a further seris of talks and gallry visis 
centred on the Ilamic objects from Iraq afte Easer. For more information, see the 
Website: www thebritshmuseum ac uk 

(HAS) 
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11 Viadimir G. Lukonin Memorial Lecture, The British Museum, London, UK. 
“This year's lecture entitled *Assyrians and Medes’ will be given by the distinguished 
scholar, Professor David Stronach, of the Universty of Califomia at Berkeley, US A. 
‘and will ke place on Tuesday, 8 July 2003 at 6 pm i the BP Lecture Theatre: 

  

“The leture i fre, but entry is by ticket, btainabl from Claire Burton, Department 
of the Ancient Near East, The Brtish Muscum, London WCIB 3DG, UK. Tel: +44 
2073238315, 

Great Britain-China Centre Lecture 
‘The author Patrick French wil discuss his new study of a lost land" in 4 lecture 
entiled “Tibet, Tibet", on Wednesday 4 Tune, at the Great Britain-China Centre in 
London. 
With Tibet off-limits to foreign travellers a the moment, this evening with the 
biographer of Francis Younghusband s s close a5 you will gt 0 a fuscnating land, 
and one of the most persistently troubling o international issues. In his book Tiber, 
Tiber (2003, Patrick has crafed a compelling joumey through modem-day Tibet, 
locked in China’s embrace, that also explores ‘e mind's Tibet’, puncturing some of 
the myths insred by the theocracy on the Roof of the World. 
“The book will be availabl for sale at 35% discoun, from 6 pm, during the drinks 
reception. Drinks will be followed by the lectre at 630 pm which s fre 1o GBCC 
members, nd £3 for non-members. Address: Great Brtain-China Centre, 15 Belgrave 
Square, London SWIX 8PS, . Please RSVP (o +44 20 7235 6696; c-mail 
comact@ghec.org k. 

Ancient Indi 

  

1 informal discussion group. 
A group of scholars based in Oxford, UK. announces the formation of a new, 
informal discussion group. 
“The aim o the group i t bring together scholars from a variety of isciplines (e, 
Archacology, ATt hstory, History, Numismatics, Anthropology, Religious Studics. 
Oriental Studies) 10 discuss key aspects of South Asia’s social, cconomic and 
eligious history. The main period of iterest is . 6° century B.C. (o the 3* century 
A, that s, covering the ise and spread of early hisori citis, stes and empircs 
the developrment of Buddhism, Jainism and proto-Hindu theistic cult; and the spread 
of pan-Indian aristic dioms. The boundaries, however, re flxible, and discussion is: 
execied to extend into both caler and lte periods. 

  

Mectings, o be held, o average, (wo o three times pr term, will ke the form of 40 
minute papers, which, it is hoped, will encourage focused, problem-orientated 
exchings betwéen textual and mteris-based scholars of ancint hstory. The primary 
emphasis will be on discussion. Papers by visiting scholars are particularly 
encouraged. The following themes are of paricular nterest o the group: early iconography; theories of religious and social change: ritual identty; history of 
ilgrimage; theories of sute and urbanization; kingship and divinity: “high" and 
low" religious traditons: interactions betwieen Buddism, Jainism and Brahmanical 

radiions: and sncient st and modemn politics. 

       

    

On a more general level, partcular attenton will be paid to the interplay, and 
Sometimes, conflict, between different narratives (eg. archaeological, textal, 
theologica, oIk, sectaria, colonal, naionalit) of the pat. To what extent are the 
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parameters of historical knowledge shaped by the partcular historiographic, heartical and methodogiea boundarics of ou respecive dispines? How 
satsfactory is the level of integration between the aims and methods of these 
iscplines, and how reiable are th frameworks of analyss that we use o interpret 
other disciplines” (primary. but usually secondary) sources? How do we respond to 
shiting inerpreative paradigms i each others’ disiplines? 

  “The frst meeting was held on Wednesday 14 May, with a presentaion by Lance 
‘Cousins (Pali Text Socity), enitled "Stupa and cetiya in Pal texs:  survey”. The 
second lectue will be held on Tuesday, 10 June. Naman Ahuja (Ashmolean Museum) 
will discuss "Re-contextualising some carly Buddhist imagery; or a study of a 
forgotien Indian pantheon, ¢ 200 B.C. o A.D. 200" I will tak place i the Seminar 
Room ofthe Institute of Archaeology, 36 Beauront Stret, Oxford at 445 p. 
For further information and if you wish (0 present a paper, please contact Dr. 
Shaflendra Bhandare (hailendra bhandare@sshmus.ox.ac.uk) or Dr. Julia Shaw 
Gulia shaw @merton ox.ac.uk). 

Academic Research Prize: Iran 
‘The Research Insttute on Culture, Artand Communication in Tehran,Iran announces 
the sixth Cultural Research of the Year First Prize and calls for dssertations and 
academic research works. Tn honouring the scademic efforts of the researchers, 
professors and universiy students who have done research and academic work on 
Tran, the commitee for seletion of outstanding academic works on Iran plans to 
selet the outsanding works and iiroduc them &t 3 ceremony which il b held by 
the Minisry of Culture and Ilamic Guidance, sometime in the middle of December 
2003 in Tehran, Iran 
“The following points may be helpfl or those intrested in sending their works (0 the 

review commitee. Iranian and non-Iranian academics are encouraged (0 participate 
provided that their work is relaed (0 Iran and flls into one of the following 
categories: socio-cultural issues, mass media, history and geography of Iran, 
lierature, elgion,foklore, ar,sociology,ethnology and anthropology. 

    

  

A committee will review all the works and will select at least five of them for the 
‘award ceremony. Only those works that have been produced during the year 2002 are 
qualifed to be considered for this year'sceremony. Those participanis whose works. 
are selected will eceive a retum travel ticket and will be provided with all coss 
during their sty in Iran. The comiltee will 3ccept those works that have been 
produced in one ofthe following languages; English, French, German, and Arabic. A 
Copy ofthe spplicant' original work € to b eceived not Iter than 6 July 2003, 
For further detil, conact Miss Saehi, Cultral Research of the Year, The Resestch Insitute on Cultue, Aft and Communication, No. 11, Dameshgh Street, Near Vali- 
‘Ast Square, P.O. Box 14167, Tehran, Iran. Tel: 498 21 890 5374; fux: 498 21 890 
1298; ¢ mail: resesrchyear2003 @yahoo com; website: www.cultursl-research et 

  

IFEAC - French Institute for Central Asian Studies - new Website 
“The French Insitute for Central Asian Studies (IFEAC) would like 10 announce the 
creation of its website st <ww.fea.org>. For those who read the French lngusge 
and are intrested in finding out more about our acivitics, please find information 
about our publications, such as Les Cahiers dAsie centrle (the periodicl of our 
Tnstitute), and many others: topics studicd by our researchers; and past and future 
conferences and colloquia. 
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IFEAC may also be contacted by post in Tashkent a 184, rue Rakatboshi (ex- 
Spilkov), 700031 Tashkent, Uzbekistan o in Paris vi the Ambassade de France en 
Quabdizan, Sevicede I valie dipomatque, 128, e de TUniversi, 75007 

‘Volunteers sought for excavations in Usbekistan 
‘The University of Sydney Central Asian Programme is again inviting volunteers to 
join their September 2003 season of excavations in Uzbekistan. Participants wil 
spend 13 days working with archacologiss on the major forified st of Kazakl' 
yatkan in he Oxtus dela before going on o a tour of the Silk Road citis of Khiva, 
Samarkand and Bukhara. 

  

For further information, contac the Directo of the Uriversity of Sydney Central 
‘Asian Programme, Dr. Alison Bets (aison.bets @archacology.usyd edu.au); website 
aiw.arts.usyd.edo.auidepartsarchacology/Central AsiaTomepage hm 

‘The Center for the Study of Eurasian Nomads Fieldwork Sponsorships 2003 
Fieldwork opportunites in 2003 being offred by the Cente for he Study of Eurasian 
Nomads (CSEN) include an archaeological survey with small excavations at Baga 
Gazaryn Chuluu, located i’ south ceniral Mongolia, in the Middle Gobi province; Contnting excavations at the Chastiye Kurgany Burial Mounds in southern Russia, 
150 km norheast of Rostov-on-Don n the North Black Sea region; and continuing 
excavations at the Golden Hills Khazar forress, located in the lower Don River 
Tegion, about 70 km east of Rostov-on-Don. 

  

Complet information on these excavations,including applicatons, ae available on 
the CSEN website htp//csen-org. For further information, please contact Dr. 
Seannine Davis-Kimball(kimball @csen.org) 

  

Aurel Stein's Sand Buried Ruins of Khotan available in facsimile 
Books For Travel, a UK. based specialis. travel publisher,i offring cxact facsimile 
copies of the original of Aurel Stcin' frst great book Sand Buried Ruins Of Khotan 
tthe greatly reduced price of USSIS0 inclusive of post and packing. The normal 
Tetal price i over US$200 plus postage. The book i beautifully produced, with all 
{h originl photographs snd map. and bound in red engraved boards. This book has 
been out of print since th original was published in London in 1903. 
Tel +44 1985 850 4768 fax: +44 1985 850 583; websitc 
‘wnw booksfortravel.org uk; or ¢-mail: bWbws(@aol.com o order your CopY, quoting 

the ode "bws” 

Publication of course material on elementary Uzbek. 
  Central Asian Free Exchange (CAFE) is pleased to announce that thir beginners 

Usbek course which they have taught in Uzbekistan for ten years has now been 
published and s casily avilable. The name of the course book i Marhamar. 
Marhamat s designed to sccommodate a varity of learning styles and siuations, 
from formal clssroom Ieaming o an informal language helper with 1o training 1o 
individual study. 1 pescats the anguage in segments relaed (o rel life situatios. 
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Students will b able o use the language while progresing through the coursebook. 
Marhamat consists of S units cach followed by an intermezzo which gives additional 
islogues and phrases tha are frequently used in daily life. The courscbook is 
accompanied by 2 sudio CD recorded dircetly from the units and intermezzos 
allowing you to hear native speakers' pronunciation, followed by the English 
iransition. The audio CDs Wil aid sudents in lisening practce, pronunciation, and. 
25 an aural eview of vocabulary 

  

“The cost fo the hard-bound coursebook and 2 CDs s USSS0 plus shipping. Al orders 
outside North America require prepayment in US Dollars. For futher information, 
please e-mail: cafeuzbek@aolcom 

Summer Courses in Uzbek and Kazakh 
The Uzbek program will be held from 18 June-13 August 2003 and the Kazakh 
progam from 23 June-18 August 2003, Kazakh insiruction will be rganized through 
he ‘Adilet School of Law (Almaly) and Uzbek instrucion through the Samarkand 
State Insitte of Foreign Languages (SSIFL). The cost ofthe Almaty program will 
be USS1,500, and for the Samarkand program, USS1.200. This sum covers course 
wition, Books and materals, excursions, housing with local families, most meals, 
health insurance, and 6 credi hours from Indiana Uriversity in the U'S.A. Limited 
grant money is avalable o cover program costs and some transportation. For more 
Information, please contact: celcar@indiana.edu. To_apply online, g0 (o 
i indiana edul~overseas/applicatons/applications shml 

Open Society Institute, Global Supplementary Grant Program 
‘The Network Scholarship Programs of the Open Society Institute is pleased 0 offer 
supplementary grants to students from Selected counircs of Easiern and Central 
Edrope and the former Soviet Union. The purpose of the program is 1o enable 
qualifed students to pursue Doctoral stuies n Humanities and Social Sciences at 
Sccredited universites i Western Europe, Asia, Austalia and North America 
Global SGP grants will be awarded on the bass of cademic excellence and fnanciai 
need. The grants wil provide supplemenal funding for up (o on year of study with 
he option to apply for a second year. Reapplication procedores will be outined in the 
academic year 2004-2005 application form 

  

Only students who have been acceptd into a ullime doctoral (Ph.D.) program at an 
aceredited university are ligible to apply. The preference will be given ( students 
porsuing advanced studicsin regionally relevant area that wil directly benefit the 
Quality of academic development i thir home country. 
Bliibiliy criteri: 1. Only those suadents who have alrcady been avarded partal or 
full wition, room and board sipends, o other ypes of inancial sid may apply. (All 
applicants Wil be asked o provide the fules. possible account of thei actal inancial 
Shuatio, including copics of fnancial aid requests o the Host Uriversity, and any 
award documens from any source of support): 2. Candidaes must. be ntional of one 
of the following counties: Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Bosia, Bulgaria, Croata, Georgia, Kazakhsian, Kyrkyzstan, Latva, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, 
Mongolia, Romania, Russia, Siovakia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Ukraine, 
Usbekistan, and Yougoslavia (Serbia Monteregro and Kosovo): 3. Candidates must be 
under 40 years of age at the time of application 4. Candidates must demonstrate 
profciency in the spoken and wilen lnguage of thir host nsiuton, 

  

  

  

  

‘The deadlin for receiving appliations for the 2003-2004 academic year is | April 
2003 for students pursuing Ph.D. in North America, Asi, Australia) and 2 June 2003 

51  



  
CIAA Newsletter Issue #17 News Bulletin 

(for students pursing Ph.D in Wester Europe). For further informtion and (o obain 
an application form please visit websie: it/ soros org/scholar/globalsgp hml 
‘Applicans may.also apply online at hitp/www.soros.org/granis/oas. Paper and 
online applications are-cqually evaluated. Aliernatively, contact: Khilola 
Rakhimberdieva, Scholarships Program Coordinator, Open Society Institute 
Assistance Foundation ~Uzbeisan, Zarbog 31 Stret (formesly Roza Luxemburg). 
Tashkent 700031, Uzbekistan. Tel: 499 8 71 120 5408/ 120 $409/ 120 5410/ 120 
54117120 54121 1205 41231 120 5010/ 120 S0L; fax: 499 8 71120 6854; e-mail 
Rhilola@osiuz 
  

  

Fayaz Tepe To Be Restored 
Termez, today a quiet, unremarkable city in soulhern Uzbekistan, was once at the 
heart of Central Asian Buddhism, and Home (o the Buddhist monastery of Fayaz. 
Tepe. Plans to restore th hisori st are moving forward amid improved securiy in 
the region (see CIA NL 15, June 2002. p. 33 
In the seventh century A.D, when Xuanzang visited Cenral Asia on his way from 
China t India he repored that Buddhism appeared 10 be thriving in the region, with 
hundreds of temples and thousands of monks. One place in paricular stood out in 
Xuanzang’s recollections — the ancient ity of Termez, located on the banks of the 
‘Amu Darya in what i now Usbekisan. 
I the fourcen centuries that have passed since then, instability, hardship, and 
religious molerance have sysiematcally chipped away ot th region's Buddhistelics 
‘The ousiing of the Taliban has lft countrics i the egion fecling more secure about 
the safety o their own Buddhist sits. In Termez, plans are under way o begin 
restorstion of the historic Fayaz Tepe monastery, bllt more than 3 thousand years 
0 outide th city wall. The projec 1 co-sponored by the Japanese government, 
the Uzbek Culture Ministry, and UNESCO, Tokyo has promised (o contribute 
USS700,000 0 the project. 

  

Michael Barry Lane, UNESCO's representative in Uzbekistan, says that the 
agreement is acually several years old, but that work was delayed following the 
¥ents of 11 September 2001: “In fact it was approved about two years ago. But 
unfortunatly, besween th tme tht the project documen was signed and when i was 
Supposed 1o Sar, he stuation in neighbouring Afghanistan worsened and security 
was tightened i the Termez region and Surkhandar'ya province. S0 it meant that, in 
fact,we were not able (0 bring any Japanese experts her.” 

   

  

‘The Fayaz Tepe site consists of  recangular building complex with a stipa. The 
walls of the sancuary and pars of the central court bear the remains of mural 
paintings. Lane says hat the prservation work is kely o start “very soon,” adding 
tht the estoration of Fayaz Tepe i only the beginning of a more ambitious project: 
“The [Uzbek] Minisiry of Cultur has prepared a draft preservation plan, and & 
preliminary project has been prepared for the conservation of the sitc. [This 
Eventually willtake in not just Fayaz Tepa but all of the antiquities in the Termez 
Tegion, and integrate them into a kind of maser plan, for the preservation of the 
Cultur st in Termez region dating from the Islamic period and the pre-Islamic 
period and so on, nd forthe developmen forcultural toursm.” 

  

  

    

Several_other Buddhist monuments have been discovered in the surroundings of 
ancient Termez. Kara Tepe, 4 complex of Buddhist monastc and ital 
e 16 mete high Zurmata tower, the largest Buddhist stdpa remainin 
are among the most important. The excavations of such sits have lent valusble 
insight nto th cultre o te region'sformer Buddhist community With the discovery 
of sculptures, paintings, and inseriptions. Many of these istoric relics have been 
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gathered at the Surkhandar'ya Regionsl Museum of Termez, and the Museu of the 
History of the Peoples of Urbekistan in Tashkent. Excavation work at the sanctuary 
of Fayaz Tepe has tured up one of the most ceebrated picces of caly Central Asian 
‘art:alimestone sculptre showing the Buddha in mediation with dsciples 
‘Traces of Buddhism have been found in al five former Soviet Central Asian 
republics. But many Buddhist sites are concentrated around Termez, the former 
northern capital of ancient Bactria, 4 historic region. that included southern 
Usbekistan, Tajikistan, and northern Afghanistan. Buddhism spread from Gandhara 
into these regions hrough the trade routes and then spread (6 Sogdiand in central 
Usbekistan and norh-western Tajikistan and atr, i th eventh cemury. o southern 
Kazakhstan and norther Kyrgyzstan. “In Tajkistn and in Kyrgyzstn there are lso 
some Buddhist sites dating from a later period, from the seventh and cighth 
centuries” Lane sad. “There is one in Kyrgyzstan close o Bishkek, which s called 
Krusnaya Rechka (Kyzylsuu). And thert 15 an important sit in Tajikistan called 
Adjina Tepe. It conained the biggest reclining Buddhist statu (parinirsana Buddha) 
in Central Asia which i now conserved in 4 museum in Dushanbe.” 

  

  

  

Central Asia was home to many rligions before the ariva of Ilam, The Magok.i 
Attar mosque in Bukhara, Uzbekistan, llustate this cultural diversty. Tt was built 
pon'a Zoroastrian emple, which n turh was buil upon a Buddhist shinc. 
  

‘The Usbek histoian Malik Abdyrazzogov encourages the govemment (o protectthe 
county’s diverse heritage at al coss: “The history of Central Asia i very old. Here 
‘we had differnt elgions ke Zoroasirianism, Marichacism and Buddbism. We had 
the influence of Indian, ranian and Turkic cultures as well s of slam. All of this is 
the nation's heritage. Every nation ha to have ts own heritage, It docén't make sy 
ifference 1 it 15 the heritage of the Russian, the Tajik, o the Jows. There's 1 
iference. We have t say that this s all world Culure.™ 
Lane says projects ik th restoraton of Fayaz Tepe contibute (o the improvement of 
itemmational understanding, dialogue between cultures, and the peaceful Tesolution of 
riss. He echoes a statement issued by the Japanese Embassy callng the prescrvation 
project a “symbol of tolerance” that i especilly crucil at times o rligious divisions 
fike those racking the world today 
But some local absersers wam that the wave of cultural awareness might in fact 
damage rather than restore the country's historic monuments. Allimardon Annaev, o 
Tashkentbased historan, says cltural festivals and other event in Uzbekistan ofien 
include fireworks and ¢annon shots that do irreparable damage to centuries-old 
monuments ke the Registan mosque in Samarkand. He says the problem is not 
addressed by the authontes alihough newspapers have reportd it "I have mysell 
‘itnessed tables and ceramic bricks — some hundreds of years old — breaking and 
falling as a resul of cannon fre” Annacy said. “And, a these special cannons were 
fired, cracks appeared on the walls of the Registan Square, o the wall of the Shir 
Dor madrassah, and on the minarets.” 

  

  

  

Still, Lane saysthe Uzbek policy is very much i line with that of UNESCO in terms 
of promoing culural diverst, imereultural dialogue, and the revival o traditional 
Cultures, He says Uzbekistan celebrles its history 85 a continuous chain of 
civilizaion that includes all peiods and nfluences. 

Antoine Blua, with conributons from Mirasror Ahrorov 
(A longer vrsion of his ariclefirst appeared on Raio Free Europe Thap: v ferorg]) 
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Derge Kangyur (Parpud) on CD-ROM 
“The Tibetan Buddhist Resource Center has reeased the 103 volumes of the Derge Kangyur (Parpud) on a st of 10 CDs. These CDs are readable on both Mac and PC 
‘computes. Thi se s packaged in @ handsome case. In rder to make this collecton 
more widely available o pracitioners, dharma centres, and scholarsthe et is priced 
ata promotional price of USS195,inlusive o postage. This covers only a smal part 
of the costs of scanning and manbfacturing of these copies. For ibrarics and similar 
insttutions, it will cost USS1030. Payment can be made by cheques in US dollrs, 
Mastercard and Visa cards through Chity Wave, or by bank draft. Many other 
Tibetan Buddhist titles are also available. For more information, see website: 
i bre org. 

Stok Palace Collection in Leh, India 
Raja Jigme Wangchuk Namgyal is very keen to aise funds to document his most 
valuable callection in the Stok Place Museum at Leh, Ladakh, The specialist would 
e requird {0 travel 1o Leh, photograph th collction whichincludes many thanghas 
and other objects, and to undertake the preparation of 4 catalogue. Anyone with the 
expertise and knowledge for creating such a catalogue should contact Radha Raina 
(niriac@vsnLnet). 

Loulan Tombs Robbed And Desecrated 
The 2000-year old tombs of Loulan, an ancient kingdom o the Silk Road have been 
robbed, according 10 repors in the Chinese press. A number of ancient ombs have. 
been ruined, and a host of beauiful mural painiings wihin the tombs have been 
destroyed. Zong Tongchang, a noted archacologist from the Palace Museu in 
Beijing, who visited the site at the beginning of the year, said that his team had 
happencd t© encounter a white car with no plates i the region of Lop Nur in 
northwester Xinjang Uygur Autonomous Regon, where the elcs were located. The 
car escaped. However, following the car's tracks, the team discovered the pillaged 
fombs, said Zong. Several tombs had been opencd and unearthed, and the wooden 
boards of the coffins with skeletons and silk fragments were scatiered all over the 
area. I anelegant, well-sid tomb beneath a pagoda,al five wooden coffins had been 
opencd. The colourful mural paintings in the tomb, including a painting of two 
ighting camels, were smashed. 
“The ancient Loulan (Kroraing) kingdom was locaed at the astern frnge of the vst, 

desolate Taklamakan Deser in souther Xinjiang. According o historial record, it 
was a booming and famous city situated t he juncture of th southern and nothern 
srands of the ancient Silk Road. The city reached its clima during the Later Han 
Dynasty (25220 AD.. By tha time, it had become a rading hub on th Silk Road, 

‘mainly in ik from interor area, glas from Ferghana, and perfume from 
both Ieading central Asian countries whose coins were used in Loulan. The 

Kingdom was buried by shifing sands during the fouth century and soon disappearcd 
from historicl records unil t was rediscovered at the beginning of th st century by a Swedish explore, near Lop Nur Lake. Archacologists have yet t feach consensus 
on the reason for the city's sinking into oblvion. Experts hold that that the cnigma. 
Will b resolved once th tombs ofthe Loulan kings are iscovered and excavated. 

  

The pagod was long considered a holy site in Loulan. Therefore, according to 
experts, the tomb under the pagoda i lkety 10 belong to someone of high status. The 
fomb i disinguishable from the ofhers by it size, building technology and colours, 
There are also images of nobles and feudal officials in the moral painings. Comels 
represented a symbol of power in the Loulan region, and model camels were 
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permitid to xist only in the tombs of those of high social standing. The tomb thas 
probably belonge o th royal family of the kingdom, according (0 the archacologist 
Zong. Chinese:archacologisis subscquently discovered large quanites of mural 
paintings a an ancient Loulan tomb that local media had earle reported 4 having. 
been robbed. Archacologists on  special investgative mission follawing the reports 
of the robbery, found tha the tomb consists of two bural chambers. n the square 
front chamber, they found bright.coloured mural paintings on the four walls, 
Archacologiis also found the lower part of a pillar, covered with moral paifings of 
many wheel-shaped designs, standing in the middie of the tomb chamber. They. 
eported that he il had been destroyed by the robbers. 

  

Mark Hall, Curator of Archacology Niigata Prefectural Museun 
of History, Nagaoka, Japan 

American Center for Mongolian Studies now online 
The American Cener for Mongolin Sudies (ACMS) website is now on lne (e mongoliscentr rg). This st offes information on the ACMS, ncluding 
information on how {0 jon. It has information nd hnks for scademic research rojects in Inner Asia, Mongolan study programs in the U.S.A. and Mongola,and Eonounccments of cves,pulcations, e HowsAIp,cxibils andjobs.Iformation on 
i actvites of e 14 instiutonal membersof e ACMS i lso on the st. Tis e il b update regulrly o nclude new snformation and amnouncements, and 10 34 
Tinks o addions academie feserch projects and S1es of iieres 

  

The ACMS was incorporated in April 2002 (o encourage and faclitate academic 
projects in Mongoliaand the Inner Asian region, which includes Mongolia and the 
border aras of China, Russia and Central Asia, such as Inner Mongolis, Xinjiang. Buryati, Tuva and eastern Kazakhstan. It is supported by member nsitutions and 
individuals, privat foundations, and the U.S. government. The two primary projects 
of the ACMS include the opening of & permanent offce and library in Uldanbaatar, 
Mongoli, to support internaionai acadernics working in Mongolia and edocational 
exchange programs, nd the creation o fellowships o fciltate academic exchanges 
vith Mongola 

  

  

“The ACMS is a growing consortum of U.S. academic institutions, ncluding colleges 
and universtis, museums and research instittes. Members also include individual 
scholars, the business community and other people and organizations ineresied in the 
Eegion. The ACMS is currenly seeking nstutions and individuals Wha are ntersted 
in'becoming Charter Members of the ACMS. 1f you have any links or announcements 
‘you want placed on the it (or on the Mongolia Society istsrver), please contact 
Charles Krusckopf, ACMS Director  (ckrusekopf@austincollege.edu) or 
(chrusekopf@mongoliacentr.g). 

  

    

  

On Site Graduate Seminar in At History in China. 
In summer 2002, from 18 May to 22 June, Professor Li Chongeng, Archacology 
Department, Beijing University, and Professor Angela F. Howard, Art History 
Department, Rutgers University, conducted  graduate seminar in Xinjiang, the 
Autonomous Uighur Republic,studying i situ he caves of Kizil, Kumiura, Subashi, 
‘Simsim, Kizilgaha, Mazabaha, Tuhulakeaiken, and Tata e 

  

“The seminar was funded by the Henry Luce Foundation and admiristered by the 
sen Cltl Counel, New York D Howard e gro of i gradate sudens 
from different U_S. Universities - Harvard, Pennsylvania, Ohio and Sanford, while 
Dr. Liled six Beijing suudents. For he first time foreign scholars and studenis were 

55  



    

CIAA Newsletter Issue #17 News Bulleti   

welcomed toreside for such a ength of time at Kizil and allowed (0 undertake anin 
depth study of the grottoes which represent the Buddhist art of the ancient Kingdom 

of Kucha on th northem Silk Route. 
‘The seminar was  collaboration and used to great advaniage both archacological and 
art istory tools. Specific topics addressed included: the chronology of the sits, the 
structure of the caves and their mutual telationship, changes of the natural 
Surtoundings affecting th disiribution of the caves, and the docirinal importance of 
the carliet phaseof Indian Buddhism (Hinaydna) i th decoration of the caves. 
Because of the enormous wealth o the material at hand thre s no doubt tha furher 
study and investigation are needed in order fully (0 understand the art o Ceniral Asia 
and specifcally of Kucha I s clear, however, tht it cannot be treated merely 35 the 
art of a transtion area betwieen the two cultures of India and China, for it is an 
independent and ully-fledged arisic and religious creation 

Professor Angela F. Howard, Art History Deparimens, Rutgers University, U.S.A 

“The “Silk Road Seattle” Website 
(CIAA NL 16, December 2002, pp. 22-23, commuricated the posting of John Hill's 
new Hou Han Shu wanshation on the Silk Road Scattle website 
(htp:/deptswashington.eduluwchisilkroad). The other resources of that very 
extensive website are worth notings ts scope sietches the chronology of the “Silk 
Road" down through the sevenieenth century. The project was intated by a generous 
rant from the Walter Chapin Simpson Cenr for the Humanites at the University of 
Washington, and work coninues on building the sit's esources thanks (0 additional 
funding from the Silkroad Foundation in Sarstoga, Calfomia. The goal o the project 
is to provide 4 collection of on-line resources in the first instance for 4 gencral 
audience,although we also welcome opportuniies to facltate scholaly exchange as 
in'the case of John Hil's translation. Subissions of material and suggestions are 
most welcome and may be made o the project direcor, Professor Daniel C. Waugh 
(Ewaugh@uwashingion.odu). 

  

To date,the st includes: 
+ An exensive virual Art of the Silk Roud exhibiton s pp. 6764 o his Newsenr) 

A Silk Road als, festuring historical maps of culures o states, maps of {ravellers Toute, and am racie map Exeeise for thos Wshing t (st et knowledge of he geography of th ik Rowd. The map 3 ll ones Crsied spesthenly [of Vs st but thre.are i Rk 5. other eeommended map s, 
+ A colcion of itorcl texts in Engish. I th it nstance, hese ave ben Chosn rom older cions or s ions ot unde copyght (APl Jein Chiai, Adam Oleariun) Howeer,one ol 1 0 encourage submssions of e and recnt rasltons,a exerpfcd by Jom Pl s rom the o S ind Nicholas Sims-Wilams of two o te “Ancien Sogdian Letes Such submision can b presenied iher s “rfs” or 1 inshed form To ke sh a coleion o texs avilabe for (ose. whe Camno Seces he riinls G i eaching Shou e Avi 3nd ha o b IR For ‘oo 
+ Web pages on “Trdiionl Cultres”, s far ighighig the cuture of the pesofl nomads (he sbjects nclade. Amimals, Dwelings, Food: and Reliion. AT o hse ar ey llstratd. A Fohéoming adtion e wil 
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b the firt renderingino English of one of the mst important Kyrayz.cpics, Kiojojas. 
« Web pages on “Ctes and Architecure”, 50 far including locations in China, 

Indi, sbekistan, Iran and Turkey. These are. gencrously usirsed with cxcelent photographs and some Nistoic drawinga: the fext varie from 
Telively hor sumimary mateal o longr ssays. I some e “mcractve” maps allow one (o pinpoin the Jocation of key srchlectural monument. Sotn forthoming addions may il b prsenic a phoogapn gallerics 
(it mimimal tex) il there i tme o Wre more exiensive lext Contibuions both of desriptive text and images would be most welcome 16 permitexpansion of the number of e conerd. 

« Annotated “Teaching and Leaming Guides” imed especialy at cducators nd individuals wishing 0 Jearn on their own about the Slk Road. Incuded heady ar oxtensive links 1 esson lans and sylabi, annotations for quit a fong 14 of videos, and at Jeast the begiming of annotted DIOLOGphes for 
oftrence nd generl eading. A pag wih Otaions of museum WESIES 5 forieoring soon 

« Informtion about ilk Rosd eventsand esourcs spcific o the Uriversiy of Washington andth region round Seatle 
Professor Daniel C. Waugh, University of Washington, Seatle, US.A. 

“The Silk Road: Special oline course rom the Silkroad Foundation 
This non-credit, distance-leaming cours, aimed at beginners in Silkroad cultres, was 
taught between 23 March and 14 June 2003 and costonly USS1S0.00. i was tiught 
by Professor Dariel C. Waugh, o the Uriversity of Washington, Seatie, US.A. Iis 
hoped that there will be more ventures of this nature in conjunction with the 
development of the University of Washington'son-line Silkroad resource. 

  

It simed o ntroduce the history of ulturaland economic exchange across Eursia for 
nearly 2000 years, beginning sround 200 B.C. The ik roads Were mny, going east 
west and norh-south, and sik was only one of many tems of exchange. Important 
Components of the hisory of the Silk Road were the dissemination of elgious beicfs 
‘and artistic ineraction. Among the (opics covered were: the geography of Eurasia, 
he cultue of the Inner Asian nomads and thet itersction with sedenlary cenlres, 
major urban centes such as Dunhuang and Samarkand, the products and mechanisms 
of trade, the spread of Buddhism, Islam and Chritanity and the evidence of their 
ariic legacies. The course explored the reasons forthe se o the Silk Road trade as 
well s it decline. 

  

New online Newsletter from the Silkroad Foundation 
“The irstssue of the Silkroad Foundation's newslttr The Silk Road s now available 
online.  You can  read the newslewer directly on-line 
(hupiisow.silkroadfoundion.org/tocinewsleter humi) o reach it through the 
Silkroad Foundation's website'(hup:/www.silkroadfoundation.org) and.then 
following the newsleter lnk. The cditor, Chuck Cox would welcome any fecdback, 
suggestions,orcontributions (info@slkroadfoundation.or). 
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EXHIBITIONS 

“Tibetan Thangkas” 
The Britsh Museu, London, UK. 
A free exhibiion of Tibetan Thangkas i to be held in Room 91 of the Museum from 
71 Sepiember-7 December 2003, 
For information contact The Brtsh Museum, Great Russel Sreet, London WCIB 3DG, o seethe website www.hebrishmuscum.ac uk 

“Thangkas: Buddbist scrol-paintings from Tibet" 
‘Ashmolean Muscum, Oxford, UK. 
“This extibition of around twenty Tibetan thangka paintings s selected from the 
Muscum’s own collection as wel as from hree private collections. Their subjecs 
include Buddhas and Bodhisatvas, benign o wiathful guardian deiies, mandalas 
including a Wheel of Life) and an outsianding group of 18" century porrits from 
Eastern Tibet of lamas of the Shamar and Situ Hincages, painted in the fefined Karma 
Gadi syl 

    

“The exhibition in the Eric North Room runs from 22 July to 5 October 2003, For 
furtherinformaion contact: Department of Eastern Art, Ashmolcan Museurn, Oxford, 
OXI 2PH, UK. Tel: +44 (0)1865 278067: fax: +44 (0)1865 278078, 

  

“Seeing Lhasa: British Depictions of the Tibetan Capital 1936-1947" 
Pit Rivers Museum, Oxford, UK. 

  

Lhas,the capial of Tibet, was the dream destimtion for Western explorers during ihe ninecenth and carly twentieh century. Only th lucky few managed (o reach Tioet, inspir by the remotenes of s location on th “roa of the world” and the 
romance of Shangn-L. The exhibiion Sccing Lhasa' which will un from 7 September 200 Novcmber 2005, features rre pholograph, albums, waterclours and i - much of Which has nevr been exhed befoe. The rchnes of Tihetan 
Culural traditions - i textle, dess, archectur, Al and ceremonal - ae al lplaed Suning images lustai aspects of Thtan hf that ae no longer visible i h ety vicie by i Dals Lama h 1959, Th eahbiion s, mcludes poriris of many hotable publc igures, ncluding he Dl Lama and members o he Tihtan elgious and governmentl hirarchis 
During the period covered by this exhibition, a Britsh Mission was established in 
Lhasa: This enabled the Brish to culivae close poltical and social reltions with 
‘members of the Tibetan clit. ‘Secing Lhasa’ reveals the way in which the city of 
Lhasa, s palaces, monasterics and arstocratic houses, became the backdrop for a 
Social world in Which the British and Tibetans interacted. They ate and crank, 
Waiched films and played footbll together and these activitics were photographed 
and filmed as part of the Brtsh diplomatc agenda. The exhibition demonsirates the 
aesthetc accomplishments of many members of Britsh missions (o Tibet. Some of 
the first calour film was shot in Tibet during this period and will b shown in the 
exhibiton. This unusual exhibiton will have broad public appeal, as much for those 

   

  

  

s



  

iterested in Tibetan culture and history as for those who find inspi 
magnfcntcostums, puned ineriors o achctral omamentation o willso 
appeal 1o everyone inirested in photography and film and Briish colonial history. 
“§Eeing Lhasa’ is accompanied by a ste-specific installtion by the Tibetan artist 
Gorir Gyatso (Leverhulme Artis in Residence at the Pit-Rivers Museum 2003). A 
fully ilusrated book edited by Clare Harrs and Tsering Shakya wil be publshed by 
Serindia Publications in September 2003, 

  

  

  

  

For furthr informaton contact: The Pit Rivers Museum, South Parks Road, Oxford 
OXI' 3PP, UK. Tel: +43 (0)1865 270938 (Kate White); e-mail 
Katewhite @ prn.ox ac uk; web it sk pn. o ac.uk- 

“Tibetan Rituals: The Secret Visions of the Fifth Dalai Lama” 
Musée des Al Asiatiques Guimet, Paris, France 

  

Ths recent exhibition concenirated on the itual aspects of Tibetan Buddhism, and 
more specifically on the sccretvisions of the Fifth Dalai Lama (1617-1682). who not 
nly united Tibet under his poliical ule, but was also an inense student of different 
Sects of Tibetan Buddhism,thus approprately flfllinghis rol s the rligious leader 
of Tibet. His visions werc writen down in manuscripts, and ae very rare. Tibetan 
Buddhism uses many diferenttypes o implements during rituals, and the exhibition 
space. was divided.accordingly. The display began with meial sculptures and 
Ihangkas, of which can be specially mentioned a magnificent 12°-13" century 
sculpuure of Avalokiesvara, whose dioi was decorated with extile pattems showing 
Various animals inside roundels. The motfs suggest an carier than 13° century dae, 
and are clealy differet from th laer Yuan period textle patems. Similar motts, 
but on a smalle scale, can be found on the 10°-12° century metal sculpture from the 

Western Himalayas. An 18° century ilk thangka, gold embroidered with sewn vajra 
moifs, was cqually impressive. A rare manuseript (1647-1681) writen by the Fifth 
Dalsi Lama, and pertaining o his secrt visions, was shown in a darkened foom. The 
manuscript, witen in 8ol on a black paper,depicted mandalas and objcts necded 
uring specific ritals. A large number of black thangas depicting ferocious detes 
‘added to the mystic aimosphere. A substantial collection of rital implements (¢.& 
Ftual daggers and vajras) was shown in the next room, followed by houschold 
arefacts, but with a Taniric twist. Thus on display were 0 be found rugs it a pai 
of skeletons (Ciipar) and cabincts decorated with Mahakala surrounded by skul 
ind cremation ground scencs. Several of the items on display were from private 
Collcctions, thus giving & chance to see in public these ineresting and intriguing 
bjects. “The Secret Visions of the Fifth Dalai Lama” was an impressive effot (o 
Show the effect of Tantrc Buddhism on Tibetan art, and the complicated nature of 
Tivetan Buddhist ritual. An illusrated catalogue, With comprehensive enties (in 
French) i avalabl (see CIAA, NL 16, December 2002 [2003] p. 29). 

  

  

  

      

) 

“De Pindus 3 POxus: Archéologie de Iasie Centrale” 
Mausée Archéologique Henri Prades, Lattes, France 

  

“This exceptiona exhibiion depicting mainly objects from Afgharistan opened on 15 
April and will be on show unil 31 August 2003 in the beautiful museu in Lates, 
néar Montpeller n the south of France. Objects displayed show the exquisie] 
Crafed anefacts which were created over millenia i the egions o ancient Bactia 
and Gandhara during the pre-slamic period. Mainly culled from private collctions 
from al over the world, 4 well 3 publc collectons from France, and displaying 
many objects which have never proviously been exhbited in public, his exhibiion s 
Certanty wort a viit 1 th south of France, It ncludes Bronze Age arefacs, such as 
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a group of silver objects, and an inscribed vessel, as well as Gandharan Buddhist 
Scblpture and jewellery, Coinage, as well as epreséntations of other deites from the 
egion, and includes sculptures in marble as Well as bronze sculptures and masks 
Showing Brahmnical and Buddbist ivinities. The abjects cover the period from the 
Bronze Age 1o the tme of the Shahi ules of the northwest. A catalogue describing 
and ilusraing al the objects on display will be published by the curator, Pofessor 
0. Bopearachchi,at the end of May 2003. 
Address: Musée Archéologique Henri Prades, 390, av. de Pétols, B 52, 34972 
Lates, France. Tel: +33 4 6799 7720 fax: +33 4 6795 7721; e-mail 
musce Jates@free I, website: hup:/musee lates 

  

“Divine Presence” Casa Asia, Paclo del Barun de Cuadras, Barcelona, Spain 
“This extibition of sculptare rom India and the Himalayas is on show from 26 March 
il 22 June 2003 at the galleiesof Casa Asa n the Palacio del Barun de Cuadras in 
Barcelona, Spin. Jane Casey,th curator o th exhibiion,has brought ogether some 
of the greatestsculptre of he Indian subcontinent from a wide variety of collections 
i Europe and the United Staes. The major public lenders (0 the exhibition include 
the Melropoltan Museum of Ari, New York,the Asi Socicty Gallries, New York 
and the San Antonio Museum, Texas. In addition, various unpublished o ltle known 
picces from privae collections are also on view. Images from almost every major 
period in Indian, Nepalese and Tibetan at are represented through 9 works. The 
Exhibition is accompanied by an illustrated catalogue (in Spanish, Catalan and 
Englsh), writen by Jine Casey, Naman P. Ahujaand David Weldon. 

    

For furher information contsct: Casa Asi, 373 Avenida Diagonal, Barelona, Spin: 
Websi: W Casaasi Or. 

“The Two Emperors: China’s Ancient Origins” 
Australia Muscum, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia 
“Ths exhibition s showing from 29 March t 1 June 2003, Uncovering the tombs of 
o ancient Emperor, this exhibition is one of the mst signficant o leave China in 
over 2 decade. “Two Emperors” highlights the shortest and longest dynasties in 
China's history: the Qin and the Han. This stunning exhibition includes formidable 
life-sized tertacotta warriors, exquisie gold. jade and bronzes, and capivating 
farmyard animals, pigsties and granarics. Dating back over 2000 years, the most 
recenlly excavated femains have never previously been seen in Australia. I 221 B.C. 
the First Emperor, Qin’ Shihuang, one of the most forceful figures in history 
estabished the poltical empire from which the name China derives. His harsh rule 
Hasted only 16 yeas,yet he left an enduring legacy including the Grest Wall of China 
and his now famous borial ite. Afer the fal of the Qin came the Han dynasty, which 
lasted 400 years. From the burial place of th fourlh emperor of the Western Han, 
Tingdi, vistors will e the abundant remains of everyday ffe and will sense the 
chinging mood from the cark dominance of Qin miltary mightto the welcome peace 
Sabily and prosperity of the Han. 

  

  

For further information contact the muscum  website 
1w ausimus. gov aulexhibitons/two. emperors/inroducton hm 
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“Himalayas: An Aesthetic Adventure” 
‘The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Ilinois, US A 
This exhibition runs from S April o 17 August 2003, and it is the fist major 
exhibition to include works of at from the enire Himalayan region, comprised of 
objects from India, Kashmir, Nepal, Pakista, Tibet, and Bhutan to explore the 
partcular beauty and anistic achievement that developed from a spiitua) radition 
unique o the Himalayas. The exhibition wil nclude 187 works mostly of religious 
art created between the sixth and ineteenth ceniuris from private and public 
collctions in North America, Europe, and Asia. Most of these objects have never 
before been publicy exhibited. 

  

  

“The exhibition features temple sculpures ofstone and wood, works interacotta, and 
exquisitely cast bronzes that have been embellshed with inaid gemstones, gilding, and paint vividly coloured paintings-—from reverentil portrais 1o awe-provoking 
deites—on cloth, palm lea, paper, and wood: and ritual objects in various medis 
These works emerged within the Iramewrk of the theological needs of th two great 
‘Asian relgions—Hinduism and Buddhism—that prevail (0 this day in the Himalayas 
‘Although the objects originally functioned as instruments of relgious ritual and 
devotion, they also express the sestheic impulscs of countics generations of arists, 
among whom were many creative geniuses, Each object in the exhibiion has been 
careflly seleced principaly for is sestheic excellence 

  

“Himalayas: An Aesthetic Adventure” can be seen as @ esponse (o 4 contemporary 
expansion of interest in the Himalayas, wheiher i the increasing study of Tibetan 
Buddhism, the growing popularty of rekking in Nepal,or the current attntion given 
1o visiting yoga ashrams in the Indian foohills, Th geography o tis region exerts 
powerful magnetic pull o Westem seekers of b adventure and spiritualty, just a5 
it has done for millennia for millions of Hindus and Buddhiss, though with grater 
devotion than adventurism. Unfortunately, the Himalayas are changing raically and 
rapidy. both environmentally and religiously. due t© demographic. poliica, and 
social factors. Yet, cven though these beautiful objects reflecting the piety of 
enertions o devoices are prsented i these alered circumstances, they Continie (0 
enchant us with thei beauty. The inent of this exhibition is o provide the viewer 
ith visual evidence of the spirital aspirations of those who have defied the physical 
hardships of an arduous mountain temain 1 express thir soaing creaive spiit. The 
exhibition is curaed by Dr. Pratapaditya Pal (visiting curaor for Indian, Himlayan 
and Southeast Asian A, and by ety Seid (exhibiton coordinator, The Art Instite 
of Chicago). A catalogue, Himalayas: An Acsthetic Adveniure, ccompanies the 
‘xhibiion and is published by the Art Institute of Chicago and The University of 
Califoria Press, 308 pp., 240 illstrations, priced at USS65.00 (hardback) or 
USS39.95 (softback). 1t 1s edited by Pratapaditya Pal, with coniributions by Amy 

Heller, O. von Hinuber, and Gautama V. Vajraharya. Essays and catlogue entries 
investigate the cultural milicu in which the works of art were created. All works 
featured i the exhibition, about seventy percent of which have never been published 

or publicy exhibited, are llustrated in full colour. An appendix provides transitions 
and interpretations of mportant Tibetan, Nepali, and Kashimirinscriptons. 

  

  

  

  

For more information contact: The Art Institute of Chicago, Department of Asian Art 
111 South Michigan Avenue, 60603/6110 Chicago, Illinois, US.A. Websitc 
wanwaric.edu. The exhibition will move to the Freer-Sacklerin Washingion on 1§ 
‘October 2003 unil 11 January 2004 
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“The Glory Of The Slk Road” 
‘The Dayton Art Insttute, Dayton, Ohio, US.A- 
176 rac treasures were displayed from § February-L1 May 2003, including objects 
made of gold, silver, gilt bronze, jad, clay, silk and paper, with forms ranging from 
Sculprures, ceramics snd paintings {0 extils and manuscripts. These works ncluded 
Some of the most powerful and groundbreaking archacological finds in northwester 
(China. Thi s the first time tha mast of these objcts have been shown inthe United 
States, These rare and ancient works, most datng from the 6%-9” centuris, were 
rawn from collecions in museums and archacological research insttuics in Bejing. 
Shaanxi and Gansu provinces, and the Xinjiang Uighur Autonomous Region of 
China. Discovered along the ancient Silk Road, these treasures provided 
Gomprehensive overview of 500 years of hisory of the Silk Road. 

  

“The exhibition included Chinese works of artas wel as works brought into China 
along the Silk Road from ancient India, Greece and the Roman Empire. The 
exhbition explored the themes of cross-cultural exchanges and influences among. 
China, Central Asia and the West, with an emphass on China, The presentation 
focused on several aspects of the art of the Silk Road: the spread of Buddhism; the 
early presence of Chrstianity and other elgions; silk and other textles from China 
‘ind Contral Asi rare rligious and non-religious manuscripts from Turfan; changing 
Sylesof gold and silver work; a wellascross coltual influences in dance and musi. 

  

“The collectng of art and artefats from the Silk Road in China has a century-long 
History. During the first quarer of the 20° century, & great nurmber of Slk Road 
treasures were removed from Xinjiang and Dunhuang during the expeditions led by 
Sven' Hedin, Aurel Stin, Albert von Le Coq, Albert Grimwedel, Paul Pello 
Langdon Wamer, and Otini Kozui, In the lae 1920, the Chinese archacologist 
Huang Wenbi conducted 8 number of expeditions in Xinjiang. Unfortunately 
sgnificant portions of the Le Coq collection were desroyed by fire in Berlin during 
World War 1. The works that survived have thus become even more important and 
Valusble sourcs for th study of the Slk Road and Central Asian art. 

  

‘This exhibition was co-organized by The Dayton At Insitue and the National 
Museam of Chinese History and was curated by Li Jan, Curator of Asian Artat The 
Dayion At Insitte. The exhibition catalogue is written by an inernationa team of 
curators and scholars, including Valerie Hansen (Yale Uriversty), Angela Sheng 
(Canad), Katherine K. Tsiang (Uriversity of Chicago) and Wang Binghua (Xinjing 
Institute of Archacology). An intemational symposium on the exhibition took place in 
April 2003. 

   

For more information contct the Dayton Art Insitute Muscum at 456 Belmonte Park 
North, Dayton, Ohio 454034700 U.S A, Tel: + 1 937 2235277 or 800 2964426, fax: 
+1937 2233140, ¢-mal: info @ daylonartnstitute.org. 

  

“The Sensuious and the Sacred: Chola Bronzes from South India” 
‘The Cleveland Museum of Art, Cleveland, Ohio, US.A. 
This exhibition will be on display from 6 July (0 14 September 2003. South Indian 
bronzes, mostnotably bronzes produced under the eign ofthe Chala dynasty between 
the 9% gnd 13 centurie,are famed fo their subley of modelling and fluen ouline 
of form, Balancing graceful realism and heroic classicism, Chola bronzes arc among 
h best known and mst admired objcts o art from the subcontinent. Drawn from 
important collections of temple bronzes in the United States and Europe, this 
extibiton of spproximately 60 South Idian sculpures presents the first major survey 
of the art of Chola bronaes. Organized in three thematic section, the cxhibiion 
Tocuses on the conography of th Hindu gods Shiva and Vishnu, along with examples 
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of Buddhist bronzes. While mostof the works ar from the Chola period,  few laer 
bronze picces are included (o expand the iconographic scheme and place the Chola 
works in the larger context of South Inian bronze sculpture. Photomurals of erpes 
a5 well a5 bronze statuary fully draped, omamented, and ready for processiondi 
itual, recreat the context in which thse religiousicons are seen and worshipped in 
South indian temples today. The exhibiion s organized by the American Federaion 
of Arts and the Arthur M. Sackler Gallry, Smithsonian Inttution. 

  

For funther information contact The Cleveland Muscum of Art 11150 East 
Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106, US.A. Tel: +1 216 4217350; e-mail 
infoG@eclevelandartorg; websie: wiwkclevelandartorg 

  

“Legacy of Genghis Khan: 
135" 
Los Angeles County Museu of Art, Los Angeles, California, US A 

  Courtly Art and Culture in Western Asia (1256- 

  

Tris exhibiton runs from 13 April (0 27 July 2003, At the time of his death n 1 
‘Genghis Khan had unifid the Mongol people, organised a nealy invincible army of 
fearless nomadic warriors, and set into mation the st stage of the conguest of an 
normous teritory that would be completed by his sons and grandsons. With 
extraordinary speed and devastating ruhlessness the Mongols created the world's 
largest empire, srtching at s greatestextent from Korea o Hungary. But the legacy 
of Genghis Khan extends well-beyond the batleield. The Mongols® promotion of 
pen-Asian trade, heir avid tast for luxury goods, and ther practce of relocating St combined 0 produce an unprecedened crose Tl of i dess 
throughout Eurasia. This exhibition examines the important artstic and cultural 
achievements that occurred in the Iranian world in the aftermath of the Mongol 
invasions 1 was  period of briliant cutual lowering as he Mongol masters sought 
10 govern their dispaate empire, and inthe process they sponsored th creation of 
remarkable new visual langusge. By uniing eastern and wesier Asis for over & 
century, the Mongols produced a unique occasion for culural exchange that forever 
‘hanged the face of art i Iran, making it a focal pont of innovation and synthess for 

the next three hundred years. As the lively manuscrptllustration, opulent decorative 
arts, and splendid architectural elements assembled for this exhibition all reveal, this 
00 was Genghis Khan'slgacy. 

  

  

     

For futher informalion, contact the Museum at 5905 Wilshire Blvd, Los Angeles, CA 
90036, U.SA' or see  the  museum  website 
apiww.Jacm org khan/index_fash him 

  

Artof the Si 

  

Road 
This innovative virtual cxhibition 
(htp:/ldepts washington.eduuwehisilkroad/exhibivindex shiml) is curated by Dr. 
John Szostak. The exhibiton includes text, maps and several hundred high-quality Gigital images arranged under the headings of Cultures, Religions, Trade, and 
Intercultural Exchange. The primary access poit for the material 1s  tme-lne from 
which users may select a “cultre.* Schematic maps were created specially for the 
exhibiton, and essays were solicited from individuals With a broad range of 
specializations. Each object is accompanied by separate descripive (ext, and the 
images may be enlarged for closer viewing. The exhibiion was made passible by the 
‘generous cooperation o a number of important museurns whose objects are depicted 
and_thanks o contributions of photographs from a number of individuals 
Partcipating museums include: The Britsh Muscum, Musée du Louvre, Berlin 
Staatliche Museum fur Indische Kuns, Victoria and Albert Museum (London). 
Seatlle Art Museum, Asian Art Museum of San Francisco, and the Inner Mongolia 
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Museum, The exhibition will be maintsined in its curent form for the indefinte 
foture although i ikely (o be hosted on the Seatle Art Museum websie). As other 
materials become availabe, there may be some incremental changes in conten. 
Comments regarding the cxhibition may be sent to Daniel Waugh 
<Awaugh@uwashingion.cdu. 
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CONFERENCES 

Conference Reports 

Workshop of the Britsh Institute of Persian Stu 
Edinburgh, UK. 

  

“The ffth BIPS Workshop took place from 25-26 May 2003 in Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Presentations covered a wide range of {opic from palseo-economic studies 0 the 
moder History of Iran. In a very personal and amiable atmosphere the workshop. 
provided snapshots of the individual projects and thei various stages of esearch rom 
planning to compltion. 

  

Marjan Mashkour from Paris offered an insight into archacoz0ology, a sudy arca, 
‘which significantly contrbutes to our knowledge of local economies and trade, but 
which is still neglected in the Iranian context. Derck Kennet and Seth Priestman 
itroduced ther work on the Wiliamson collction project. Ths valuable surface: 
collection of Sasanian and early Islamic ceramic materal from southern Iran is 
Cumently evaluated with regard fo the variation within assemblages as well 2 the 
Gisiibution of Single pottery types. Once completed, the study wil provide new 
evidence for patiers of regional ceramic distribution and long-term. economic 
evelopments. Another study concerned with the regional disribution of ceramic 
Shapes and decorative pattems was presenicd by Gabrcle Puschnigg, wh is working 

‘o the posible fnks of poticry ypes from Merv, Turkmenista, with norhern Iran 
“The Malayer coin hoard s 4 fnd of great numismatic significance, as it contains @ 
large variety of early Greek cojnage. Despite the fact tha  sizeable collection of 
coins from this hoard is preserved in the Iranian National Museum, it has o date 
received litle scholarly atention. Andrew Meadows from the British Museum has 
finally studied the collection st year and reported on his prliminary conclusions 
conceming single coin ssucs and die studies. 

  

Robert Hillenbrand presented research on the Medieval Mosques and Mausolea of 
Turkmenistan, a topic related to his forthcoming publication on the religious 
architectur of the Merv asis. He specifcaly discussed tructural problems and the 
e of decorative patterns 1id in brick o produce highly plastc effects in the 
changing conditions of daylight. Medieval architecture was also the subject of the 
octoal research currently undertaken by Alieza Anisi at Edinburgh University on 
tomb towers n Tran. These towers present a distinctform of architectre in medicval 
Tran and se frequently adorned with nserptions. 
Underglaze painted wares of the 14" to 15° centuries and paintings in Armenian 
churches in 17 century New Julfa represented two of the chronologically later 
Fesearch topics. Rosalind Haddon is curently gathering material from various 
intermational museu collections to verify issues of uniformity in the ceramic 
‘material from Iran and its neighbouring countrics. The increase in western influcnce 
on the style and compositon of paitings in 17° century New Julfa was analysed by 
‘Amy Landau, who i planning more fieldwork on this subject 
Other projects focused onltrary themes,such asthe context and seting of medieval 
Persian ghazal poetry performance by Dominic Brookshaw. This study tris (o 
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reconstruct the actual circumstances and practiclites of poetry performance, 
negraiing questions of the architectural setings and th role of gardens. Evangelos 
Venelis in his research followed the common traditions of the Shahnamah and 
Iskandamamh, a project raing the line of transmission between chronologically 
distinet sources. Further presentations included Lioyd Ridgeon's analysis of the 
Contrversial figure of Ahmad Kasravi in contemporary Iranian socicty and Al 
‘Ansar?’s study of resent day sources on Iran 
“The Bakhiar Lions Project, which was already inroduced at the last workshop, has 
moved to 4 further sage and Paul Lut reportd that evidence on the sione Lions is 
Currently being gathered in Iran. Peter Morgan gave  presentation on the short 
‘exploratory survey he was able (o undertake at Darabird, where he located 
Substanial remains of industrial actviies inside he city. A comprehensive project of 
archacological reconnaissance isplanned fo the coming years 

Dr. Gabriele Puschisg, Instte of Archaeology, Universiy of London, U.K. 

“Coinage and Buddhism” 
ONS Study Day, Headley Lecture Theatre, Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, UK. 
The Orental Numismatic Socity (ONS) Study Day was recntly held at the Ashmoiean Mascum, Oxford, UK, organised by th Heberden Coin Room on 24 
May, 2005, The ther of the day s “Cornage and Buddhis The first paper by oe'Cribb (Depariment of Coin & Medals, The Brtish Muscum, London) chled “The numismate cvidence or dting the Binaran cisket”consdered the staie and sold reliquanes discovered at stUpa 2 n Bimaran, nar Jeaabad in Afghanistan by 
Ehaos Mson in e 19 centry. It dcused e g of th Dl mges o1 e goid rliguary by consideing et rlquares nd Buddha smages o Kanhia I's Coins and Gandharan sculpture. The Second paper by Madhuvanti Ghose (Department of Exsern Ar, Ashmolean Museum, Ovford), “Re-considering e 
Bimaran Reliquiry, once agsn deal wih the guing subjéct of e famous gold Gaske and Sugaested & now ntepretaion fo the. fourth Tgure on i 35 Prnce Siddharia, besids proposing 4 date for the Buddha mages an he reliquary inthe 
Iater hal o th 1 entry CE Michae Willis (Deparment of Ol Anuguiies, “The Briish Moscum, Lordon) presentd the final paper, “Coins and Relcs” which iscussd th varows ypes of s found in HTcen: S10pa depois rom around South Asia, and the intguing foctthat caly cental Incian i 0o ot nclude con eposis, which sre mainly found i the Gandharan region. It was regreid tht he 
paper to e presnied by Shalendra Bhandare (Heberden Coin Room, Ashmolean Rificum, Gford, who had planned the even, on moey usage in the Jaakas could not be sead due o unforeséen ircumsiances 15 hoped that the paper il be 
rescned onanoher s occsion 

  

   

“Afghanistan, ancien carrefour entre et et 'ouest” 
Musée Archévlogique Henri Prades, Lattes, France 
The intemational colloquium, Afghanistan, Meeting Point between East and Wesi, 
to0k place between 5.9 May 2003 at Lattes on the occasion o the exhibtion, De 
Flnds 8 1'Oxus: Archéologie de Uasi Centrale (see pp. $9-60 of his newsletier) 
Many renowned experts on Afghanistan gathered from il over the world. On S May, 
the colloguium began with an overview presented by G. Fussman, "L’ Afghanistan 
comme obje de connaisance archéologique” in which he sressed the importance of 
rescarch in the region, followed by an account of Unesco's current acuvites in 
‘Afghanistan, “Les actvits de I'Unesco en faveur de Ia sauvegarde du patrimoine. 
culturel afghan”, by C. Manhart and “Archéologie, pairimoine et développement 
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conomique” by P. Leriche, wh discussed the word “patrimony” and the importance 
of developing the region responsibly, with insights from the st of Termesz. This was 
followed by the secton devoted to Archacology, which strted with the very exciting 
presentaion by H..P. Francfor, “Toreutique bactrienne 3 I'ige du bronze”, in which 
e discussed some new finds from Bronze Age Bactria including some objects on 
show in th extibiton. He also next ead the paper sent i on "Le complexe de Adji 
Ku 1 (Turkmenistan, LI millénaire av. n. )" by G. Rossi.Osmida which 
considered the prelminary findings from tha st. P.L. Kohl next presented a paper 
o “The rlevance of wesiem Afghanstan fo the carly rade in tn-bronzes during the 
3 millennium BC”, ollowed by “La conduite e I'ea au champ: I Bactrane sur un 
chemin d'ouest en est” by P Gentelle. B. Lyonnet discussed “Des collections 
céramiques du Musée de Kaboul” and the ssion ended with a presentaton of 3D 
imagery of th st of AY Khanou: “AY Khanoum et la ‘3D': un essai de restitution” 
by G. Lecuyot. The day concluded with a special session devored (o the subject of 
Trade, with locuures on “Bribes d'histoire du commerce bacrien” by E. de ln 
Vaissére who discussed references o Bactrian raders i textual sources, and “What 
sustaned the Gracco-Indian Kingdoms in Afghanistan: Probing nto the Indo-Greek 
cconomy” by AK. Singh, 

  

     
  

  

  

6 May started with the moming scssion devoted t0 Literary sources. “Les villes 
‘antiques entre Hérat et Kandahar: ctud toponymique” by C. Rapin and C. Baratin 
was followed by the paper of U~P. Arora in which he considered the references to 
Bactrians in Persian and Greek accounts. . Thierry next focussed on the “Yuezhi et 
Kouchans. Pidges ct dangers dessources chinoies". This session was followed by the 
one on Numismaics. 1. Crb in 3 paper entiled “Numismatic insights ino the 
Dayuezhi i Baciria” talked sbout the mitaion Holocles coins and their implications 
on the pre-Kushan period. D. MacDowall next discussed “The role of Demelrius in 
Arschosiaand the Kabul valley” which was followed by “La reconquéte au VIe sidcle 
e Vst iranien par 'empir sassanide” by R. Gyselen using sea insciptions. The last 
session of the day was on Epigraphy. One of the mos iniereting papers o the €ntie 
Conference was that of P. Bernard and G, Rougement, “Une nouvelle inscription 
recaque de I'Asie centrale” in which they read a Greek poem by Sophytos from 
‘Afghanistan, This was followed by another exciting discovery of “A new inscripion 
dated i the “Yona' (Greek)era of 186/5 B.C.” on  Buddhist eliquary presented by 
R Salomon, which confrmed the xistence of an Indo-Greek era. . Falk next spoke 
about the beginnings of supa worship in the Bajaur region with the help of 
inscriptonal evidence. Next, N, Sims-Willims discussed some revised readings of 
Seal inscriptions in the paper “Some Bactran sal-inscriptions” while F. Grenct 
discussed "Nouvelles donnécs su les Kidarts au Tokharistan (¢ 420-465)" 

  

  

“The last day of the colloquium was entirely devoted to Art History. It began with a 
comprehensive survey of Dionysiac iconography by K. Abdullaev in the paper 
entitled “Les motis dionysiaques dans 'ant de la Baciriane d'apres les rouvailes en 
‘Afghanistan, Tadjkistan et Ouzbékistan”. ML Carter next presented “An unusual 
marble acrolthic head atrbuted 0 orthern Afghanistan® which has close paralles 
the marbi had in the Ortiz Collecton. The lte hisory of Afghanistan from the 6 
century onwards was discussed by A. Rahman. In the paper "Les protecteurs du 
Bouddha: du Gandhara 3 I'Afghanistan”, A.-M. Quagliott discussed representations 
of Skanda Karttikeya and Vajrapani s ttendantsof the Buddha n cpisodes of Indr’s 
visit. In th aftemaon, there were a series of papers which considered Bamiyan. D. 
Kiimburg-Salter discussed the possible location of the parinirvana Buddha at 
Bamiyan in the light of new interpretations o the Chincse pilgrim accouns in her 
paper “Old cvidence — new hypothesi, the case of the Parinrvana Buddha”. K. 
Fanabe also discussed Xoanzang’s description of Bamiyan and focussed on the 
ransmission of a Sasanian necklace motf which might throw more light o the dting 
of the 38 meter Buddha at Bamiyan in “Foundation for dating the 38 meter Buddhs 
image at Bamiyan”. D. Bivar again discussed Bamiyan by considering “The jewel of 
Khingila: a memenio o the great Buddha of Bamiyan'” by assigning the paintings in 
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the grotto ofthe lager Buddha to the time of Khingila, while N. Odani considered “A 
clasical ine scroll in the wall painting of Bamiyan” found in the same niche. V. 
Sehiltz presented the paper “Notule sur un ours énigmatique” which was followed by 
V.C. Srivastava's presentation, *Maitreya Buddha on the SIlk route”. M. Ghose 
discussed "A rare image of the Goddess Nana from Afghanistan” by focussing on 
bronze plague depiting the goddess on show at the exhibitio, while M. Yaldiz n e 
paper, “These boots are made for walking .. travelers from cast to west? The 
Enigmatc transformation of  monk into 8 Buddha in Cental Asian at” talked about 
he"iconography of 4 monk wearing boots. The colloguium ended with. the 
presentation ofthe finl thoughts and concluding remarks by Gérard Fussman and 
Paul Bemard, with allthe paricipants agreeing tht he rescarch presented doring the 
sessions was a testament (0 the degree of scholarship caied out on Afghanistan 
despit the testing times of the last two decades, and with the hope tha such future 
‘conferences would nclude the paricipation of collcagues from Afghanistan el 

  

  

  

Iiya Gershevitch Memorial Symposium 
University of Bologna, Ravenna, Italy 

  

To celebrate the offcial inauguration of llya Gershevitch's Library at the University 
of Bologna (sede di Ravenna), the Faculty of Preservation of the Cultural Heruge 
‘nd the Halian Instute for Africa nd the Orient (IA) organised on 11 April 2003 
in Ravenna an Intemational Seminar on “The Scholarly Contrbution of llya 
Gershevich 10 the Development of Iranian Studics”. It ook place n two different 
venues of the Universiy of Bologna in Ravenna: the morming session was held i the 
“Aula Gersheviteh” (Gershevitch Hll of the Seminario Arcivescovile of the 
University, and the afteroon session, which included the offcal inauguration of the 
“Gershevitch Library", with open display of the arest and most important books, ws 
held in the premises of the "Dipartimento i Stoie ¢ Metodi per la Conservazione dei 
Beni Cultural” 

  

“The principal papers presented were s follows: G. Groli (SIA and Universiy of 
Rome L Sapienza’, 1. Gersheviich and the development of Iranian studies™); A 
Panaino (Universty of Bologna, “The scholarly contribution of L. Gershevitch o the 
Young Avestan studies and its impact on th history of Zoroastrianism’); A. Rossi 
(stituto Universtario Orientale Naples, 1. Gershevitch and Iranan linguisics and 
dislectology”); N, Sims-Williams (SOAS London, 1. Gershevitch and Bactrian 
Studies"); W. Sundermann (Berlin.Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschafen, 
1 Gershevitch and Manichacan studies™): E. Filippone (Istituto Universitario 
Ofientale Naples, “I. Gershevitch and Balochi”); A. Chaudhr (Cambridge, UK, *An 
Osseic prayer 0 lya"): E. Morano (SOAS Londeon, 1. Gershevich and Sogdian studies”)and Farrokh Vajfdar (London, “I, Gershevitch 
and the Parsis”, in abscnia, read by A. Hintze) spoke sbout Tlya Gershevitch's 
outstanding contibution to the world of Iranian Studies, from Avestan and Old 
Persian to Bactran, Manichaean Studies, Balochi, Ossetic, Sogdian and generally 
Iranian linguisics and dislecology. 

  

  

  

    

Dr. Enrico Moran, Lecturer in Iranian Languages, SOAS, Universtyof London, 
UK 

“Himalayas: an Aesthetic Adventure”™ 
Art Institute Of Chicago, Chicago, Ilinois, 

  

  

A 
‘The symposium took place on 4-6 April 2003 n conjunction with the exhibiion of 
the same name, curated by Dr. Pratapaditya P, foremost specialis on Himalayan ar, 
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clay, sculped in wood orstone, 15 wiellasilluminated manuscript and book covers. 
“This exhibiion s the result of Dr. Pal influential carcer spanning more than five 
decades of research as documented by numerous books and exhibition catalogues 
evoted 1o the study and comnoisseurship of the ats of India and the Himalayas. 
‘Sponsored by the Thomas and Margot Prtzker Family Foundation, the tree-day symposium at the Art Institute of Chicago gathered leading scholars of several 
Countries s well s colletors and connoisseurs of Tibetan, Nepalese and Kashmiri 

Dr. Pal opened the symposium with a session on acsthetic theories and principles. Professor Gerald Larson (Indiana Universty) discussed ABhinavagupis's perspective 
on poctry, art and religion. Abhinavagupta (A.D: 950-1025) was & devout Kashmiri 
‘Shaivite Who was  thinker, musician and poct. Larson explaned the theory of rasa 
(astefemotional experience), emphasizing the resonance o the eight bisic rasa, 
‘which beyond the Hiral and taphorical leads o he immateial ream of Spiruality 
and aesthecs s the pinnacle of ananda (oiss) lus rasa. Dr. Sthaneshwar Timalsina 
(Washington Universty, St. Louis, Missour) related his unique experience a8 he is 
both a naive practitoner and 4 scholar involved in Newar taniric ar and aesthtics. 
Since the Neswars were the practtoners of Tunira, ther art and srchitecture becime 
the medium for the preservation of the esoteric aspect of Taniras. He showed how 
Nepal had received the aestheti philosophy and esoferic practices of Kashmir a we 
as the Taniric traditions of Bengal through cultural exchange during the 9°-14° 
centuries Professor Erberto Lo Bues presentation "The Spri of Tibetan art, an 
Intodueton’, addressed the major opic f Tibetan aesthetics a expressed in Tibetan 
art and lterature. While emphasizing the importance of copying, as reported by. Tibetan hisoricl source, Lo Bue rased th issue of the basic paradox of Tibetan at ~ how Tibetan scholars and arists have preserved Indian aesthec idess 3 conveyed 
o Tibet through the Buddhist lterary and art works of India, et simlanously 
they have occasionally departd from thei Indian models. Quoting principally from 
the writngs of Padma dir po, Si tu Pan chen, Jam mgon Kong sprul nd Kah thog 
Sits, Lo Bue demonstraed that Tibetans possss not only highly developed aesthtic 
feclings, but also  nuanced and articulate vocabulary o express thir ideals as wel as 
those they have inherted from the Indian aristc raditions. 

  

  

The next sesion was devoted to “Collcing and Connoisseurshiy”,brining five mifor ollctors of Tibetan a 1o the podtu the speakes e Tom Przker el Neomann, Michsel Hens, chaifan Richard Emst and drscusant Seven Kosal. Ems amr s prfesr oy ey ot Zarh Faeche Uriversit ha e 1 ah spprecion of o (e Seshcie nd sienic apecs of Tibel pintngs which h descried. with mphasis on cxtan pigment anayes S Taciors In chronologcal ssessment, Profestor Emst rrsed S questons for Seneral Tl Can gou ive wih te st that viualy all Tobetan s came outof e counry slegally? Would o conséer rtming major pices i the stusion in ioet were o prove? How cin e prevent e disppearanceofa nprivle idng laces? Can prive owners provide Adeque ong-erm consrvation” How can we et o S oo o overance Fow akh oo Yok can'you oerie? 
  

10 talk enied "I the Footsieps of Rinchen Zanggar, Tom Prtker presented his iieray of cxplorstions n weet Tibt nd th wesie Fmaayas duin the pat 23 
Yeirs As 2 el of & thrse-month trk in Dojpo in 1975, i keen aifinity with et snd Himalayan culures fed im 10 3 commitment t collect 3 el a5 o 
presere Tibean achacology andart i Tibe,and 0 promote scholaship. Przker e is ecure wih Shges fom is family cxpecions in west et icding 1o 
{he e discovery of th mural aongs o the Dunkar and Par caves wetof Toing 0 h 19992001 oxpedtions 1 Dolpo, eading 1o e restraion of 3 monsstry g Te-discovery of & Hiyary of 650 Tiocia ilmimated manuserip of the. 142-15+ 
Century, By contrast, Helmut Neumann ws fst scimated by Kashmr and Tibean 

®  
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century. By contast, Helmut Neumann was frst fascinated by Kashmiri and Tibetan 
art and subsequently travelled in the Himalayas and to Tibet as a resul of this 
passion. Neumann discussed criteria for judging the acsthetics of Himalayan art 
Works 35 well 35 the philosophy and mativations for collecting. Michacl Henss 
ompleted an art history doctoral hesis in Wester art but working in an architectural 
preservation program in Ladakh led him to change his field of study o Tibetan art 
sty and 1 ol Tiotn s xprsion of s pprecaionof e sesthels 
and cultural milicu 

  

‘The discussant, Steven Kossak of the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, posed 
questions about collectors' responsibility towards scholarship: Sould scholars and 
museurms b allowed to publish and exhibi works of art from private colecions with 
the dating and provenance that they thought sppropriae, of must they follow the 
owners description? The overwhelming opinion o the panel recogised the need for 
‘Scademic freedom and the need of collctors 0 support suchefforts. 
The session “Images, Incriptons and Contextuality” began with Professor Gérard 
Fussman of the Collige de France who showed the chronological relationship 
between the alphabels of the nscripions f the upper Indus rock cngravings and the 
ars o Kashimi and Tibe. Hi research ha led him (0 dat cerain saue types o the 
Carly 7 century (sce: K Jettmar et al, Antiquities of Northern Palistan, Vol. 2. 
Heidelberg, 199%). Dr. Gautama V. Vajracharya (University of Wisconsin) presented 
the Itumbatal painting and it inscription which informs us that the cult of the yaksha 
in Kalhmandu survived long aferis disappearance in ndia, while acstheticaly,tis 
paining shows the influence of Rajput painting. The present writr discussed the 
Gifficuly of interpretation of Tibetan nscriptions on works of art in the exhibiion. I 
in some cases clear religious o historic mformation is provided, often complete 
understanding remins clusive, and must be complemented by investigation in the 
Tibetan historical and ltrary sources as wel as scentific analyses of pigment, c-14, 
and iconographic and aestheti analyss. Prfessor Rob Lintothe (Skidmore College) 
mide remarks on nscriptions and methodology of intrpretation s discussant fo this 

  

  ‘The session “Form and Transformation in Himalayan Art” was chaired by Dr. June 
Casey, curato of the exhibition “Divine Presence’ at Casa Asia (Barcelons, Spain) (see . 60.of his Newsleter). Dr. John Siudmak's presentation *Squaring the ciel: 
reconciling epigraphic and sylistc factors in the art of Kashmir- highlighied the 
recently discovered Kashmir stae attributed by inscription 10 the reign of King 
Durlabhas, There were two kings of this name, who ruled consecutively: 626-662 
AD. and 662712 A.D. respectively. Siudmak assessed the inscipton in the ight of 
aylstic nformation o determine that th late Classcal style had aeady emerged in 
{he seventh century of a the ery latest by the carly cighth century, rathe than the 
Second. quarter of the cighth century. He also reviewed Professor Fussman's 
uribution o the scripts with which in some cases h disagreed, and considered tat 
cerain examples previously dated by Fussman (o 580-630 on paleographic grounds 
Should instead be atributed o the early seventh century. Dr.Amne Vergati o the 
CNRS. (Paris) discussed Malla paintings between the 15* and 18" centurics, 
fiustrating her discussion with the painting of Prince Chakravartindamalla 
performing the Tuladana Ceremony (1664), which i & istoric document on costume 
ind arhitecture o the period s well s 4n cxpression of the aesthetic ideals. Dr. 
David Templeman's paper "The Presence and Absence of Landscape in Tibetan art” 
showed symbolic landscape, a in the Tara o the Ford Collecton, the andscape of 
enlightenment, 3s i the Virupa of the Kronos Collction, and the landscape as 
Cepresented fo the depiction of the arhars. Aldo Mignucei presented “Tibetan Black 
Thangtas: Origins and Early Developments of a Painting Tradition". Utlising 
inscriptional evidence and c-14 analysis of the ilk support, he discussed two nag 
g which maybe ey aribated o he cary 14 comury. Recaling the ncent 
Chincse manuscripts on black paper and the . 9 century examples of paintings on 
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silk recovered from Dunhuang o show the model of Chinese Buddhist painting using 
silver nk, he also discussed possibl influences from Pala India and Nepal which led 
the Tibetans o develop thistechnique into a distinctive genre of Tibetan paining. 
“The lstsession was a full morning of lively discusion with allthe panelists making, 
inSome cases, quite impassioned declaratons abou the motivation or colecting or 
the basi of chronological attibutions, determined by stylistic analysis versus 
inseriptional evidence. For the issue of dating, Tan Alsop, scholar of Nepalese and 
Tibetan art, summarised is perspective thus, > Dating objects (0 within 25 or even S0 
years on stylistic grounds alone without eference (0 abjects dated by inscripion or 
Some ther textual evidence is unrealistic.” Dr. Pal chaired the discussion with 
humour and many insights about methodology as wellas esthetic observatons. He 
announced that he will henceforth concenirate his effort exclusively on Indin art 
Dr. Paf's contributions i curatorship and research of Tibetan and Himalayan art over 
e past alfcentury have greally cnriched our undersanding and appreciation of both 
the cultural miliew and the aestheic ideals of the Himalayas, thus the symposium 
concluded witha standing ovation to Dr. Prtapaditya Pal. 

Dr. Amy Heller, CNRS. France 

  

   

(This aricle appeared in the Tibet Journal, no. 1-2, Spring:Summer 2003, We are 
ratefl 0 he Journl for allowing i 10 be published ere.) 

“Between the Empires: A conference on India 4 century BCE- 4" century CE” 
Department of Asian Studies, Universiy of Texas at Austin, Texas, US.A: 
“This conference took place from 10-12 April 2003 in Austn, Texas. Papers of 
interes to our readers presented at the conference included: “Defining carly Indian 
art” (Rick Asher, Uriversity of Minnesota, U.S.A.), “Numismatcs and History: The 
Gupla-Maurys interlude in the Gangetc plin” (Shailendra Bhandare, Universiy of 
Oxford, UR), “New perspectives on the Mauryan and Kushan periods” (1. Mark 
Kenoyer, University of Wisconsin, Madison, U.S,A.), “Inscribed pots, emerging 
identities: The social milicu of {rade” (Himanshu P. Ray, Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, India), A well santized shroud: Asceticism and nsttutional values in the 
Middle Perod of Buddhist monastcism” (Gregory Schopen, University of Califomia, 
Los Angeles, U A.), "Recent discoveries of arly Buddhist manuscripts and thir 
implications for ihe history of Buddhist texis and canons” (Richard Salomon, 
University of Washington, Seatle, US.A.), and “From the Mauryas o the Gupts: 
Reactions Lo foreign influences, social and religious change™ (Michael Witzel, 
Harvard University, U.SA.). 

  

  

  

  

  

15° Annual Nicholas Poppe Symposium on CentralInner Asian Studies 
University  of - Washington,  Seattle,  U.S.A. 
This conference took place on 17 May 2003 in the Department of Near Easier 
Languages & Civilization, University of Washington, Scatle. After a welcome 
address by Professor Iise. D. Cirtautas, some of the papers presented were 
“Mongolian Studies in the Republic of Biryatia: A Tribute to Nicholss Poppe” by Dr. Nikolay Tsyrempilov.(Insitate of Mongolian, Tibetan and Buddhist 
Studis of the Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Ulan Ude, 
Buryata, Russian Federation); "Numerals n Inner Asian Ethnonyms” by Dr. Penglin 
Wang (Department of Anthropology, Central Washingion University. Ellensburg, 
WA, US.A): "The Current State of the Kazakh Language" by Dr. Jaksylyk 
Khuseinov and Dr. lise Cirtautas (Department of Near Eastem Lunguages & 
Civilization, University of Washington): “Kazakhstan: Cultural Diversity and 

  

n  
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Kazakhstan); “Naton and State Building in Uzbekistan"by Dr. Mirzohid Rahimov. 
(nstitue of History of the Usbek Academy of Scences.Tashken, Uzbekisan); “The 
Central Asian Turkic Community in Korea: 1920-1950° by Dr. Hee Soo Lee 
(Deparment of Culiural Anthropology, Hanyang University, Seoul, Korea, Visiting Scholar, Depurtment of Near Eastern Languages & Civilizition, UW): “Ecological 
ipsesn Xang” by Dr. Saley Toups (epagment of Geogaphy Mt 
University: Oxford, Ohio, 5040 

  Rocks and Hard Places: Socity and the Eny 
University of California, Berkeley, US.A. 
‘This conference, on 14 and 1S March 2003, was organised by the Caucasus and 
Central Asia Program, the Instute of Slavc, East European and Eurasian Stuics, the 
Silk Road Working Group-and the Department of Near Eastern Studics al the 
Universty of California, Berkeley, and sought (0 examine the rltionships between 
environments and commonitie in Central Asi hisoricall, 2 well us links between 
the environment — and notions of ‘environment” — and policies and politis i the 
region (oday. Several issues were of paricula iferest: What role has the physical 
environment played historicall in the development of societes in Cenlral Asia; 
Specifcally, how have Central Asian nomadic and sedentary coltures adapted 10 the 
demands of the physical world? What role has the environment had in shaping 
Eovermance in the egion? Conversely, how have rgional administrations tried 0 use G ster the physical environment t Sui their needs? What impact has he physical 
Cnvironment had on atiempts 1o modernise the region? How have environmental 
factors affected domestic and foreign policies in Cenral Asia, and how do they fit 
into actual and potential regional conflicts? To what extent have new approaches 0 
environmental concerns afected the management of resources in the region? The 
conference included the following papers: “The Politcs and Poetics of the Nation 
Urban Naratives of Kazakh dentity” by Saulesh Esenova, McGill University; 

“Indigenous Afghan Architectre: Sructure and Culure” by Thomas Barfeld, Boston 
University: “Water in Central Asia: Cooperation and Conflicts” by Vikioriya 
Levinskaya, Visiting Fulbright Scholar, “The Conservation of Agricultural 
Biodiversty in Uzbekistan: The Impact of the Land Reform Process” by Erc Van 
Dusen, Post-Doctoral Fellow, UC Berkeley: “Prehistoric Landscapes of 
Comminication: Reconstructing Social nd Economic Orbits of Mountan Pastorlists 
i the Dzhungar Mountains” by Michael Frachett, Univrsiy of Pennsylvani 
Archacology of Semirechye from the Bronze Age through the Medieval Peiod: Docs 
‘Climate Mattr?” by Claudia Chang, Sweet Briar College; “The Pulse of Asiz: The 
Role of the Environment in Culture Change of Early Central Asia” by Fredrk T. 
Hicher, University o Pennsylvania and “The Steppe Meets the Sown West and East 
of the Caspian: Environmental Consirinis to Disinet Hstorcal Processes” by Philp Kohl, Wellesly College. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

UC Berkeley Panel discussants and Chair included: David Stronach (Near Eastern 
Studies), Shahwali Ahmadi (Near Eastem Studis), Sanjyot Mehendale (Near Eastern 
Studies and Caucasus and Central Asia Program), and Barbara Voytek (Insitute of 
Slavic, East European and Eurasian Stuies) 
. Sjsor Mehendale, Deparmentof Near Easer Stdies & Ecuive Director Cacasus and Coirl Asia Program, University of Cliformia i Berkely, U5
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Forthcoming Conferences 

UKABS Conference 
'SOAS, University of London, UK., 2 July 2003 
Atthis year's United Kingdom Associaton of Buddhist Studies (UKABS) conference 
there willagain be  section fo postgraduate papes or work i progress eports, 
For further nformation contact: Jamie Cresswell, Insitute of Oriental Philosophy. European Cente, Taplow Court, Taplow, Maidethead, Berkshire SL6 OER, UK 
Tel: 444 01628 SOL213; fax: +44 01638 591244 e-mail: c@1opec.org 

“Beyond the Legacy of Genghis Khan” 
Los Angeles County Museum of Ard, Los Angeles, Cs 
2003 

  

ifornia, US.A., 1315 June 

“This exhibition, co-organized by the Los Angeles County Museum of Art and The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, is the first (o explore the important ardstic 
developments tha occurred in the Iranian world a5 rsult o the Mongol conquest of 
boih western and castern Asia. The Legacy of Genghis Khan focuscs o the period of 
Tikhanid rule - an era that witnssed extraorinary achievements within the sphere of 
Persian art and cultre. The Los Angeles County Museu of Art, whih presents this 
exhibition from 13 April-27 July 2003 (See p. 63 of this Newsletter, wil host a 
Special intemational symposium from 13-1 June tha will build upon the exhibiion 
and move beyond the scope o theexhibiion catslogue. 

  

“The three-day symposium willprovide  forum for discussion and debte on a vriety of topics, epresenting multple isciplines including history of art and architecture, 
archacology. and history of seience 
The following papers will be presented on 13 June in the session 
“Culure and Commerce inthe Mongol Empire”, "Culiral Transmission and 
exchange I the Mgl Empie According o e Bisgaphical Dicoaryof o 
Fuwat Devin DeWeese (Indiana 
Givrsy: “Th Mrime T of Qih durin the Mongol o by Rl K 
(Vunich University); "Metalwork of the Golden Horde: Problems of Genesis” by 
Mark Kramarovsky (State Hermitage Museu, St. Petersburg); "Mongol-Mamluk 
Embassies and Exchanges of Gifs” by Donald Litte (McGill University): “Tlkhanid 
Poliial Self-Representation: Residences, Diplomacy, Coinage and Taxaion” by Bert 
Fragner  (Austrian  Academy of Sciences, . Vienna). 
‘The session entited “Lifestyls at the Courts of the Ruling Elie” will include the 
following papers, “The Excavation o the Palaces of Genghis Khan and Ogdei at 
Avgara, Mongolia by Noriyuki Shiraishi (Niigata University); "The Excavations of 
the Tikhanid Palace ot Takhti Sulsiman: A Re-examination” by Dictrich Huff 
(German Archacological Insitute, Berln); “Hlegt Moves West: High Living and 
Heartreak on the Road (o Baghdad by John Masson Smith Jr. (University of 
California-Berkeley): *An Imperal Mongol Slk Tent” by Louise Mackie (Cleveland 
Museum of At); “The Royal ikhanid Houschold" by Charles Melville (Cambridge 
Universiy). 

  

  

   

  

  

On 14 June th session entited “The Arts i IIkhanid Iran and Neighbouring Stats, 
Part_ " il have the following lectures: "Paper: The Transformative Medium in 

Tikhanid Ar” by Jonathan Bloom (Boston College); "In the Beginning...: ustated 
Frontspieces in khanid and Injuid Manuscripts” by Marianna Shrcve Simpson 
(Balimore); "Patronage of the Aris of the Book in Ealy Fourteenth-Century Shiraz" 
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by Elaine Wright (Cheste Beatt Library, Dublin); "Old Images in Contemporary 
Forms: Thoughts on the Great Mongol Shahnama and some o the Injuid Shahnama 
‘Manuscripis” by Eleanor Sims, (London), while Part I will include: “People, laces, 
Styles: Ceramic Production in lkhanid Iran” by Oliver Watson (Victoria and Albert 
Muscum, London); "Persian Poetry in IIkhanid Ar and Architecture” by Bernard 
O'Kane (American University, Cairo); "Chincse Motifs in Thirtcenth-Century 
‘Armenian Art: The Mongol Connection” by Dickran Kouymjian (California State 
University. Fresno): “The Mongals in Retrospect” by Prsclla Soucek (New York 
University). 

  

  

“The following lecturs il ake place on 15 June in the session called “Stte and 
Religion i Tlkhanid Iran” “Horoscopes and Planetary Theory: Ikhanid Patronage of 
Astronomers” by George Saliba (Columbia University): "Infltionary Curtency under 
the IIkhans and thei Successors” by Stephen Album (Santa Rosa, CA): Refections 
on 2 Double Rapprochement’. Conversion to Islam among the Mongol Elte during 

the Early khanite" by Judth PleifTer (University of Chicago)s “Religious Diversty 
under Tkhanid Rule . 1300 3 Reflcted in the Freer Balami by Teresa Fitzherbert 
(Ashmolean Museum, UK): “The Mongol Legacy of Persian Farmans" by Abolala 
Soudavar (Houston). The concluding address, entiled "The Mongol Empirc in World 
History® will be delivered by David Morgan (University of Wisconsin, Madison). 

  

  

The symposium will be held in LACMA' Leo S. Bing Theater and is open (o the 
public, ffce of charge. For further information contact Sarah Sherman, tel: +1 323 
E57 6011 or c-mail ssherman@lacma.org. 

“The Kazakh Civilzation in the Context of the World Historical Process” 
Kainar University, Almaty, Kazakhstan, 6-9 July 2003 

‘The conference devored to the 1600° anniversary of Auila is held i collsboration 
with the Institue CEDIMES, Pantheon-Assas, Pars, France, Topics for discussion 
will include: “The moder classficaion of civilizaton': ‘Civilzations: culture, conomics and war's “The role played by peaple in * civlizational development’: 
Main values, institutions and dynamics of the Kazakh Civilization's *Kazakh 
Civilization 4nd problems of cultural identity’; “The historical experience of 
civlizational co-operation and interactions’ and “Kazakh Civilization in the 
Contemporary world 
For mr information, contact Kainar Uriversiy,offce 203, 7A Satpaye St (comer 
of Seifulina St), 480013 Almaty, Kazakhstan. Tel: +7 3272 646786, 629554, 
620403;fux: +7 3372 620403, 629554 e-mail: Kainar @intelsofi k. 

“European Assoclation of South Asian Archacologists, 17° International 
Conference on South Asian Archacology” Bonn, Germany, 7-11 July 2003 
The conferenc is organised by KAVA (Commission For General And Comparaiive 
Archacology) and the Eurasia Department of the German Instite of Archacology. 
Following a Plenary Session addressed by Bridget. Allchin, Burkhard Vogt and 
Magdalene von Dewall, there will be o sections cach day: 1. Prehistoric 
Archacology © in which the principal speakers will be Jean-Francois Jarige, 
Catherine Jarige, Cameron Petie, Richard Meadow, Mark 1. Kenoyer, Sharr & 
Clark, Benille Priyanka, Thsan Al Farid Khan, Luca M. Olivierl Giorgio Stacul, 
Rakesh Tewari, David MacDowl, Christine Frshlich, Frangois Widemann, Sylvia 
‘Winkelmann, Gian Luca Bonora and Mike Teufer 
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Section 2 devoted to Historical Archacology will have as ts principal speakers 
Carolyn Woodford Schmids, Martha L. Carte, Nakao Odan, Richard Salomon, John 
Siudmak, Marion Frenger, Lexini Shankar Niga, Joe Crib, Anna Fligenzi, Nasim 
Khan, Deborah Klimburg-Salter, Harald Hauptmann, Elena Kuzmina, Haruko 
Tsuchiya, L. Feugére, Adalbert ). Gail, Boris Marshak, Helmut Neurnann and 
Katherine Ane Paul. 
It will take place in the Wissenschaftszentrum, Ahrsirasse 45, D-53175 Bonn-Bad 
Godesburg, Germany. For furlher information confact the Secrearit, KAVA, SAA 
2003 Secretariat, Endenicher Sirasse 41, D-53115 Bonn, Germany. el + 49 1885 
7712 49; e-mail: info@Kavadainstde 

  

4° INSAP Conference 
Magdalen College, University of Oxford, UK., 39 August 2003 
‘The Inspiration of Astronomical Phenomena (INSAP) developed out of a belef for 
the need to examine the many and various culural impacts of the perceptions about 
the day- and night-ime sky. INSAP exists to provide & forum for a broad sampling of 
artsts,historians, philosophers and scentist (0 compare noies and have the chnce (0 
ask about cach olher's work. The conferenceis sponsored by the Sieward and Vatican 
Observatores, and will feaiure presentations by, amongst others, Dr. Jim Bennett 
(Director of the Museum of the History of Science in Oxford), Dr. David Brown (University Callcge, London) on Mesopotamian astrology and Professor Clive 
Ruggles (University of Leicester) whose feld i Archaeo-astronomy. 
There will be fewer than 150 attendees, who will represnt a broad range of scholars 
and students. Mostof those atending il be expected o present original studies and 

a5 papers delivered oraly or as posters, but some will be 
" Who are expected o participate otherwise fully (1. take part 

in discussions, 15k questions of the speakers, g0 on the field trips,) during the 
meeting. Laestinformaton, inluding a st of principal speakers,is vailable on the 
Website:hip:/ethel s arizona.cdu/-whitc/nsaphnsapix him 

  

   

Carpets and Textils in the Iranian Workd 1400-1700 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, UK. 30-31 August 2003 
“This conference s organised joinly by the Beattie Carpet Archive at the Ashmolean 
Museum and the Iran Heriage Foundation. Curently there is 4 gap between 
istorians of the socia, economic and ierary fife of th Iranian World and scholars 
focused primarily on Objects. Opportunities for the development of new insights 
through nterdsciplinary contcts are fare. The publication of the proceedings of an 
interdisciplinary conference held in 1983, Carpets of the Mediterrancan Couniries 
1400-1600, which has been described as “he most important single work published 
on th subject i the lst 40 years, provides evidence of the value of such meetings in 
3 Feld which for too long has been outof the mainstream of scholarship. 
Now thatcanpet st hve, or the st e, been i recogize place at he Uriversty of Oxford, 1 1 imely that a serious it b mage o bring togthr St Trom et dissipines whose sivdual experis could e ifare cpees of the hiory o carpets and txtles. A confernce s hrciore lanned tht il focuson caets i textie ofte I Work,concenaing on e Fimurd nd Safavid perods: The approsch il be ntrdsepinary rater hanotyeer-orenaied. The hemaic ol below Idicics & e of the Feseaeh 55 tht Wil e iscused:art historical mates nd qustons: the rganizaion of Crpes and textil produsion the socal functon and mpartince of carpets and {exbies: cros brder uences: rade & conomy: i o object: (e hsry of {echnoogy: The pplicaton of s4ALe tehmues 3 hisorical probim: 
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‘The number of attendees is limited (© 100. The conference fee of £40 (€20 
concession) includes buffet lunches, tea and coffee over the two days. College 
accommodaion can be arranged. if requied. To reserve a plce, contact Emima Dick, 
‘Ashmolean Muscum, tel: +44 (0)1565 278 076, fax: +44 (0)1563 278 075, E-mail 
<emma dick @ashmus 0% 26 0k> 

“Manichaclsm and Ancient China"” 
‘The Quanzhou Maritime Museum, Quangzhou, Fujian Province, P-R.C. 
1.5 September 2003 
“This intermational symposium i organised by The Quanzhou Maritime Museum, 
Department of History at Zhongshan (Sun Yat-Sen) University, Quanzhou. The 
convenors are Wang Lisnmao (Curator of the Quanzhou Mariime Muscum) and Lin 
Washu (Professor of Religious History). The main themes (0 be addressed arc: the 
dissemination of Manichacism in Ching,especially along China's southeaster coastal 
areas and Manichaean texts unearthed in Dunhuang and Turfan 15 well as any other 
Manichacism-related research. 

  

All correspondence should be addressed to Professor Lin Wushu, History 
Department, Zhongshan University, Guangzhou, 510275, PR.C. Fax: 486 20 
84113308 
E mail: inwushu @hotmal com; 

  

International Assocation for Tibetan Studies, 10° Seminar 
“The Aris Trost Centre for Tibetan and Himalayan Studies, Universiy of Oxford, 
UK., 612 September 2003 
For furher informaton, sce the fll page advertisement in CIAA NL 15, June 2002, . 53 and the website: hspwwew wollson.ox.ac ukiatshome himl 

“13° International Numismatic Congress”™ 
Nationl A rchacological Museum, Madrid, Spain, 15-19 September 2003 
“The 13 Internationsl Numismatic Congress will be held in Madrid btween 15 and. 
19 September 2003. I will be organiscd on behalf of the Ministry of Education. 
Culture and Sport by the Department of Numismatics of the Nationai 
Archacological ‘Museum, and with the collaboration of the Interational 
Numismatic Commission. The congress will be held at the Palace of Extibitions. 
and Congresses. During the congress the Survey of Numismatic Rescarch (1996. 
3001) will be-published, together with  medal commemorating the 13" 
Inerarional Numismatic Congress. 

  

For further information contact: Musco Arqueologico National, Departmento de 
‘Normismatica, Madrid, Spain. E-mail: num@man s 

   “Maintaining the Links: Language, Identity and the Land’ 
Broome, Western Australia, Australia, 22:24 September 2003 
Ths s the seventh interational confercnce hosted by the Foundation for Endangered 
Languages, The conference websie includes conference & regisiration information, 
conference programme, detils of excursions and the call for papers. For further 
Getils contact: Joo Blythe, TelFax: +61 (0)8 9192 8382; mobile: 461 (01409 881153:
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e-mail:  dubala@myplacenctau, or:  jungurra@yahoo.com.au 
hip/www.ogmios org/conferencelndex hm 

Annual Conference, Central Eurasian Studies Socity Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts, US.A., 25 October 2003 
The Centa Eurasian Sudies Socity (CESS) initcs panel and paper roposas for ihe Fourth CESS Amual Conieense, to be. hetd from 2.5 Oetober 2003, in Cambridge, Massachusets, US.A- The event wil b held a Harvard Universty, hosied by the Program on Ceniril Asia ad the Caucasus t Harvinds Davis Conier 
o Russanand Eurasin S 

    

Pancl and paper, topics relating 1o all aspects of humaniies and social science 
scholarship on Central Eurasa arc welcome. The geographic domain of Central 
Eurasia extends from the Black Sea and Iranian Platcau o Mongolia and Siberia, 
including the Caucasus, Crimea, Middle Volga, Afghanistan, Tibct, and Ceniral and 
Tnner Asia. Membership in CESS is not required for paricipation in the Annual 
Conference, though we strongly encourage it and CESS membership entiles you (o 
reduced conference registation fees. CESS docs not have funds o support the costs 
of conference participation beyond members reductions. Paricipants must obtain ther 
‘own funding (some information s available on the Supplementary Conference 
Information page of the website). 

  

“The pre-registration deadline is 1 September 2003, For furher nformation: CESS 
Annual Conference, Dr. John Schoeberlein, Program on Central Asia and the 
‘Caucasus, Davis Center, Harvard University, 625 Massachusetts Avenue, Rm 262 
Cambridge, MA 02139 US.A. Tel:+ 1 617 496 2643; fax: +1 617 495 8319; c-mait 
(CESSconffas harvard.cdu; 
website hp:/ces.fas harvard edwCESS_Conference.him 

   

“The hosts of future CESS conferences are as folows: 2004 - Indiana University 
(Bloomington); 2005 - Universit of California-Berkeley: 2006 - University of 
Michigan-Ann Arbor; 2007 - University of Washington-Seatte: 2008 - Universiy of 
Wisconsin-Madison 
  

  

“Central Asia - Perspectives From The Field” 
'SOAS and LSE, Universiy of London, UK. 7-8 November 2003 
“This i a conference fo research students 0 present and discuss their fieldvwork. The 
(Central Asia Research Network (CARN) and the UK Central Asia Gradute Students 
Network are pleased o announce the conference “Central Asia - Perspectves from 
the field". The conference is hasted by The Centre for Coniemporary Central Asia 
and the Caucasus, School of Orienal and African Studics (SOAS) and The Centre for 
Global Govemnance, London School of Economics and Politcal Sciences (LSE) 
Ph.D. students and other young scholars who have recenly undertaken fied rescarch 
are invited to submit paper abstracts covering any subject on Ceniral Asi. For the 
purpose of this conference ‘Central Asia efers primarily 1o the ive former Soviet 
Tepublics. Papers are particulaly welcome from rescarchers from the Central Asian 
Countries. The organisers can give some assitance with v1ss &nd sccommodation, 
but cannot cover any intemational ravelexpenses 
Proposals should be subitted via e.mail to conference@pobox.com (55 an 
attachment in MS Word, RTF or PDF formay). Please include: 1) Name; 2) Insttutional affiliation: 3) Titl/position: 4) E-mail address; 5) A one-page 
resume/CV:; 6) Title of Paper (maximum 20 Words); 7) Absractof Paper (maximum 
250 words), The deadline for abstrscts is 31 May 2003. Notiication of acceptance 
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   will be by the end of June. Full detals of the program, conference fe, registrtion 
‘nd accommodation arangements will b availible by the end of August and will be 
posted on the organiscr's web sites lsted below. The working language of the 
Conference is English. The Central Asa Research Network (CARN) is a Europe wide 
network of young scholars who are currenily conducting research in and about 
‘Central Asis It has held three conferences, he Tatet being in November 2002 a the 
Universty of Cologne where some 50 students from the EU, Central Asia and the 
USA participated. Further details are available at www,carescarch-netorg; For ll 
enquifies contact conference@pobox.com 

19* Annual South Asia Conference University of California at Berkeley, Callfornia, US.A., 13-14 February 2004   

“The 19% Annual South Asian Conference will ake plac from 13-14 February 2004 at 
the University of Califormia a Berkeley, Califomia, U-S.A- No individual papers are 
1o be submitied, but uidelins for panel proposals will be available soon (rough the 
Conference websit. The deadlinefor panel proposals will be 3 September 2003 
Contct detils for correspondence ar: 19th Annual South Asia Conference, Center 
for South Asia Studics, 10 Stephens Hall MC 2310, University of Caiifornis, 
Berkeley, CA 947202310, US.A. Tel +1 510-642-3608; Fax: +1 510-643-5793; E- mail for conference corméspondence: csasasst@uclink berkeley.edu; website: 
s berkeley.edulsouthasialconference hml 

  

  

Association for Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Meeting 2004 
‘San Diego, California, US.A., 5.7 March 2004 
“The deadine for paprs for the mesting i 5 August 2003, Abstracts must not exceed 
250 words and must be received in hard copy. Faxed abstracts are accepiable, 
provided a hard copy follows in the mail; ¢-mail submission is unacceptable. Only’ 
pre-regstation by I December 2003 will ensure the names of participants appear in 
The prined programme. The mailing address for submissions i Association for Asian 
Studies, 1021 East Huron Sireet, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 US A. Furher information 
and relevant forms may be accessed: hupAvwwasianstorgldeadlinehm 

  

  

“The South Asian Legacy of Sir Aurel Stein” 
De Montfort Universit, Leicester, UK., 5-6 March 2004 
This intmtionsl confeence s being organised by Prctce Research and ‘Advancement in South Asan At And Archiccture (FRASADA), De Montion Driversty Leceste, UK, i ollboraton wihth Crcle ofInner Asian Art, SOAS London U e Depatmentof ndo-Europan St Bty Lordnd Unversty, Budapst, Hungiy: i Aurs Siin 1 egardd as the ot mportat B Shlors o Coma A e 205 cetagy S o S 10 concentsté on i expeditons long the Silk Road and dealrlatively e Wit his Sohevement in he Teld of Souh Asi exual and mateal stuies. The confrence lans 1o presem Stin' thr et i coniact withSoth Asa st well a wih b Riie caunry, HUngary. Whers e eI iniraio 1 explore th East and with hich he emained i fouch s deah 

  

  

We expect papers dealing cither with the person of Sten and his contact with South 
Asiaor with any aspect of South Asian research to which Stein has at one time made 
 contribution. The conference will b organised in the form of panels dealing with 
Stein and South Asian materil culture, South Asian texts as well as with Stin, 
Hongary and South Asia. The panel on Stin and South Asian material culture 

% 
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‘welcomes proposals exploring Stein's work on South Asian archacology, historical 
topography and on Indian rt and its influences outside South Asia. The textual panel 
‘Wil include presentatons on OId and Middie Tndo-Aryan text that Stein had éither 
studied or discovered, while the pancl on the explorer's Hungarian roots will 
investigate how much his native country contibuted and responded to the 
development of the.ideas that lead Stin 10 India (and later 1o Central Asia). 
Partcipants are invited (o give a 40-minute presentaton followed by a 20-minute 
discussion. We ae planning to pubishthe proceedings ina volume. The deadiine for 
‘pplications is 30 September 2003. Speakersare expected 0 send an abstract of bout 
150 words by 15 January 2004. If participani of the panel agree, papers may be. 
circulated amiongst s members etk befor the conferenc. 
Anyone interestd in delivering  paper should contac Imre Bangha by 20 Jun 2003 
at PRASADA, De Montfort University, Lecester City Campus, Leicester LE1 9BH, 
UK. e-mails imre.bangha@orinst ox. ¢ k. 

Association for the Study of Persianate Societes (ASPS) 2* Biennial Convention 
Verevan, Armenia, 2-4 April 2004 
“The Assocition for the Study of Perianate Societies (ASPS) calls for particpation n 
its Second Biennial Convention, enttled Society, History and Culture in the 
Persiante World", o take place in Yerevan, Atmenia between 2-4 April 2004 
Proposas forspecil pancls should be submited eithr dirctly or through one of the 
regional offces lsted below. Proposals sent by ¢-mailor fux will be accepted. Topics 
include cultur, language and lterature, religion and philosophy, democracy and civil 
society, poltis, economic history, technology and cconomy, history und memory, 
and ar, archacology and achitecture. The deadine for submissionsis 15 July 2003. T 
i anticipated that ASPS will obiain a grant to reimburse ravel cxpenses for 
partcipants from India, Pakistan, Central Asia, Eastem Europe and Russia, and to 
assst participant from the United States and Western Europe who are not supported 
by their own institutions. ASPS, Iran, will seck 4 similar grant 1o cover travel 
expenses of participans from Ian. 

  

Interesed scholars in the U.S.A. should send thei name, address,e-mal, affiition, 
itk o proposed paper and 2 1-2 page absract o: Rudi Malthee, History Department 
Munroé Hall, Universiy of Delaware, Newark, DE 19716, US.A. Fax: +1 302 831 
1535, ¢-mal: maithee ®juno.com. Regional Offices: Councl for Eurasia: Institue of 
Oriental Philology, Jagiellonian Uiversity, al. Mickiewicza /11, 31-120 Krakow, 
Poland. (krasnowo@vela.flg ujedu.pl). Armenia: Caucasian Centre for Iranian 
Studies, Khorenalsisr. 26, 375010 Yerevan, Republic of Ammenia; tl/fax; +3741 56 
7207, 43741 36191 e-mail: caucas @infocom.am. Irn: Department of Sociology. 
Faculty of Social Siences of the University of Tehran, near Pol-c Gheysha, Tehran, 
Iran; el 498 21 802 917 e-mal: jshadi @ yahoo.com. Inda: Cente for Historica 
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi 10067, India: 
email. A. W. Ahar Dehiyi azhar@bol net.n. Tajikisan: nsttute of Language and 
Literatur, 21 Rudaki SL., Dushanbe-025, Tajkistan;tel: 1992 372 21601 4992 372 
216011 e-mail: Bahriddin Aliev aliev_bi@hotmail.com. Uzbekistan: French Instiute 
for the Study of Central Asia (IFEAC), 18A Rakatboshi Sreet (ex-Stplkov), 700031 
Tashkent, Uzbekistan; - mail: ekarimov @uzinfo.silk org. 

    

   

ICANAS.37, Iternational Congress o Asian & North African Studies 
Moscow, Russian Federation, 16-21 August 2004 
‘The congress wil be hosted by the Orientlist Saciety of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences. Further information on the terms of partcipation, visa requirement 
Todging,thematic workshops,sesions, culturalevents such as rips (0 other citis, and 
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miscellancous organisational issues will be communicated i Circular Letter No 2 to 
be sent out by the Secretariat of ICANAS-37 toal the regular ICANAS paricipants 
before March 2003, Atached to Circular Letir No 2 there wil b an individua form 
‘which s the offiial pplication o paricipate n ICANAS-37. These spplicaions will 
be accepted until | September 2003, Circular Leter No 3, acting as the guarantee. 
document of the Organising Comiltee, ill confirm the participation in the 
scademic and culura programs of ICANAS-37. This will b sent ut durin the it 
af of 2004, The organisers would welcome any input on the organisation of special 
sessions, hearings, seminars and workshops. Piease send all correspondence (0 the 
Head of the Secretaria of ICANAS.37, Professor Dmitry ., Vasilyev, ICANAS-37, 
12 Roshdestvenka St. Moscow- 103753, Russian Federation. Fax: +7 095 9257788, . 
mail: vran@ore. 1, 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

New publications on Central Asia 

The Silk Road and the World of Xuanzang. The Asahi Shimbun 120 
‘anniversary Commemorative Exhibition 
{exhibied Nra Prefecturl Museum of Art, 12 June - § August 1999, Yamaguchi Prefectural Museum of Art, 20 August - 11 October 1999, Tokyo Metropolitan 
  

   
Museum, 23 October - 19 December 1999). Tokyos Asahi Shimbun 1999. 100 pp. 
Qspanest et ), 221 . of ol i and map, 6pp. (Engiah tex) (o price 

“This exremely well-produced exhibition catalogue brings together a great deal of materal concerming ihe inepid and determined Chinése monk Xunzang (¢ 602- 669, On his own it Xuanzang ravelledfo sivicen years, between 629 and 
5. by the land route across Asi 0 Indi, i search of Budaist documenis. When 
e etuened to China he spent the rest of his e translating them, Encoursged by Emperor Taizong, Xuanzing s se down his nots on the Wesiern Regions, an nvaluable Sour of Inforesion then and now, while s eventil Jouney 4150 nspired the fctional sccount Jourmey 10" the West (Monkey) snd.countess 
dramatsatons thercof. ‘A 0t of 222 exhibis, drawn from & Wwide vanety of iniemationa insttutions, and covering from Xusnzang's own time down 10 3 TV nimation nd a TV druma ofthe 1970 (in whichth ol of the monk was played by 
an'actrss. Ieading 10 & popular misapprehension of Kuanzang's gender among Tapancse sudiences of he tme). Both he catlogue enries and the mizoduciory ety appea n both Japancse snd English, making s work very Sccessble 

    

Takayasa Higachi, with he e “The Eastward Expansion of Buddhist Culture.”has witen 2 brif ouline of the early history of Buddhst sculpture and monurents. Perhaps unavoidably a number of he placenames are misspalie, bt emai sy oy entTable. e shoud ot 1 that the erm Tianshin Soviher Road s s 
o eler 1 What Weser readers may be more familar with s th rout skiring the nortcen perimeter of the Taklamakan, Which dos indecd fe o the south of the Tianshan ange 
Akira Miya’s more substantal essay is entitled ‘Xuanzang Sanzang, a bridge 
between China and India: his personality,footsteps, sn the Schools of Indian art 
his times.” Miya)i sces Xuanzang from tiree perspecives: s  seeker aftr tru as o 
determined information gatheer; and as & pragmati individual. After directing our 
atention to Profcssor Kinwayama's research ndicating thit Xuanzang's Records of 
the Wester Regions may well have contaied more deailed information pruned or 
censored by Tang fficials (Kuwayama Shoshin, Daijo Bukkyo: Chugoku Nihonhen o 
Diito Saiiki-ki, Tokyo 1987). Miyaii narrates Xuanzang’s Journey and provides an 
account of India and Indian Buddhis at at tha time, as wel a the st of the seven 
images brought o China by him, in addition o 657 scrlls of Buddhistscripturs and 
150 elic grais, 

  

  
  

‘Akio Donohashi addresses himself to “Xusnzang and the Priests and Monks who 
brought Buddhism to Japan from China', since there were Japanese monks, at east 
one of whom had sudied with him in Ching, who followed Xuanzang's example, by collecting relics and scriptures (0 take with them back to Japan, with relgious 
implements. and accessorie, and portrats of Buddhist moniks. Donohashi speculaes 
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o the fact that Xuanzang’s own porritseldom appears among the ltter “one could 
ven sa that the Song artiss sought o depict Xuanzang not s some unearhly sain, 
but rather a  characie from a drama. One can almost hear he sound of the recitaion 
ot g comin rom s 7 nd e soundof s Fsipsacross he ot desrt 

The popla mage of Xuansang, camying & backpack besily laden with srls 
appears on the front and back covers of the catalogue, in & fourteenth-century 
Japanese painting on silk, and a ubbing of a Chinese engraved stone (dated 1933 but 
apparently made aftr this same Japanese painting). The section of the exhibition 
Sinzang Fashi in Legend: the World of Xivoui (Tre Journey 0 the Wes)"includes 

other representations of travelling monks, notably two very fne paintings on ik in 
the Pelio collction and one painting on paper,from the Tenr University Library. 
Here i is appropriat 1o note that Victor Mair (in his paper “The orgins of an 
iconographical form of the pigrim Hstan-tsang,” Tang Stdies, no 4, 1986, 29-41) 
has alrcady poinied out that the travelling monk shown i the painings on paper is ot 
Xuanzang nor even Chinese, but has facial features of a definit Central Asian type. 
Mair's contntion is undoubiedly coreet. In Japan, however,the type is speifically 
identified with Xuanzang, who appears in this guise, both on his own, and as the 
Gentral figure in two fouricenth century paintings of Xuanzang and Sixicen Deites 
(n0s.183 and 184 n the catlogue). These Japanese paintings of Xuanzang showing 
Him wearing 2 distinctive necklace of skulis hat never appears in the comparaively 
carly images of travellng monks from Dunhuang The skullsar explained by Nakano 
in'the context of the logend of Xuanzang, as being those of Xuanzang himselr, 
repetedly eincamied and seting forth i 6ach exsience o search fof the Buddhis 
Scriptures, only o meet with a violent death in the Moheyanji desert, a the very. 
ouiset of s desert journey. Only i his inal incamation was he rescued by a giant 
manifestation o Vaishravana, guardian king of the norh 

  

  

  

  

  

The continuing legend of Xuanzang is the subject of the third essay, by Miyoko 
Nakano: “Sanzang Fashi in Legend: the World of Xivou (Th Jouey o the West)" 
Nakano shows how the legends began to appear 55 s0on as twenty years ater the 
death of Xuanzang in 64, and have continued (0 the present day. Finally, Toru 
Takahashi writes “On the road traveled by Xuanzan Takahashi and his comparions 
sought o follow Xuanzang’s route on the ground, on foot and by modern means of 
ransport, although travel i some arcas proved paliically impossible. He notes 
inconsistencis in the dircctions and distances recorded by Xuanzang, as well as 
discrepancies revealed by modern rescarch into place names and ancien sites since 
{hose orginaly conducted by Cunningham and Foucher. A inal comment concerns. 
the difficulies encountered at Mathura through the creation of a new residential 
disrict: “The forces of urban development that eradicated the ruins of the Great 
Kanishka Stupa in Peshavar, Pakistan are now extending o India as well " 

  

Alln al,this catalogue and the exhiition it accompanies provide a wealth of useful 
and authoritative information about the famous monk, whose travels, lfe and 
ransltion work inspied so many. 

  

®W) 

‘The Unknown Hian-tsang by D. Devahuti. New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2001, Pp. xxx + 184, 
biblography, index. 7 b.&w. llus. Rs. 495, 
Ths is the posthumous editon of articles and research material found among the 
papers of the late D. Devahu (1929-88). She was the author of various books on 
Tndian history. Hstin-tsang’s (hereinafter Xuanzang) life and work became her 

2
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research topic because of Inia'slinks with China and Central Asia that increasingly. 
iterested her in the las decade of her life. Unfortunately her untimely death 
prevented her from completing her work and systematcally arange it for publication 
According t the preface this would have been part of & considerably lrger work on 
Central Asia. D. Devahutis sister, Vecna Sachdev; found the rescarch papers and 
approsched Devahuty’s riend and fesearch collesgué Tan Chung for the preparation 
for publicaton. The resul i inevitably a book that i very personal and shows work 
i progress. 
“The prefuce (pp. xii-xv) is an emtional and personal account by the author’s sster 
Vecrs Sachdey giving the reasons fo this project and the background information 
about Devahut's lfe, rscarch and achievements. The foreword by Tan Chung (pp. 
‘xvi-xxi) continues his theme and gives a detailed inroduction about Xuanzang ard 
the current stat of research about him. Although a few references are missing 
(notably Sally Hovey Wriggins, Xuanzang: A Buddshist Pilgrim on the Silk Road. Oford: Westview Pres, 1996), this i & useful verview. The introduction (pp. Xxv- 
xix) i 2 more systematc summary of Xuanzang's lfe and work. 
‘There are four completly unrelaed parts cach showing various aspects of Devahuti's 
translations and work i progress. In part | entitled “The Life of Hstan-tsang”, 
Devahuti gives an English summary of Chapters 6-10 of Huili's (compltcd by 
Yancong) biography of Xuanzang entitled Da Ciensi Sancang fash dhuan (pp. 1-16). 
Huil was Xuanzang's student who assised with he tranlation Work of the sarras 
brought back from India. In part 2 part A (pp. 17-34), Xuanzang's comrespondence 
with Prajhadeva and Janaprabhia s ranslated rom the Chinese by Tan Chung from 
the same biography by Huili Part B (pp. 34-74) appears (0 be Devahuty's exact but selective English. translation of Annemarie von Gabain's work (Briefe der 
Uigurischen Hien-Tsang Biographic) published n 1938 and includes all Chinese and 
Uygur quoes. Part 3 (pp. 75-116) s & ranslation from the French again recountng 
Xuanzang’s life as quoted in the Histoire de la vie de Hiouen-thsang et de ses 

Voyages dans Uinde (Pais, 1853) by S. Julen. Part 4 (pp. 117-50) entitled “The 
General Accountof India i the Ta Tang Hsi Y0 Chi" draws atention to the India 
related pars of Xuanzang’s work. Devahuti based this section on various published 
‘nd unpublished translations svailble o her at the time. 

  

“The appendix gives an inventory of the Buddhist texts translated by Xuanzang in 
chronological and alphabetic order, A bibliography and index complete the volume 
“This book has a number o factal and ypographical mistakes and should threfore be 
used with caution. A clearer layout of the Various unrelated pars with 4n exact 
explanation of Devahui's original contributions would also have been desirabl. 
However, i i an achievement tht through the publcation of this volume most o this 
work will not be wasted and can be quoted by future scholars I s, of cours, of 
special ntrest t those working on thelnks between India and China. 

Dr. LillaRussel-Smith, Independen Scholar, UK. 

Painted Buddhas of Xinjiang. Hidden treasures from the Silk Road 
Photographs by Reza. Wit cssays by Jacques Gids, Laur Feugére and André Coutin. 
London: The Brtish Muscum Press, 2002. Bp. 168, colour llu., map, glossary. 
£2999 
Beautifully presented with @ dramatic black background colour used for mst pages 
conaining photographs, this book captures the mystical beauty and colour contast of 
the cave temples in China's Xinjiang Autonomous Region. Reza, a photographer bom 
in Tran, has worked for several ntemationaly scclimed magazines covering poiical 

‘Afghanistan and other counires. He was awarded the World Press 
Prize in 1983, 1986 and 1996. Looking athis other work it i lear that e has a very 
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g00d eye forcolour contrst, drawing attention t the beauty in smal det 
casly overloked by others. 

  s perhaps 

“This book is very much the result of Reza’s vision in other ways t0o. Most 
importantly. according 1o the ntroduction by Andsé Coutin, the making of the book 
‘would not ave been possible without Reza’spersonal contacts i the ara. Those of 
s who have been (rying {0 ge llustations an their copyrigh from cave temples in 
Ching understand the importance of thi only too well Once agrecment had been 
reached in principle, Reza chose “10 caves out of 363 from the ancient kingdom of 
Kucha, narowing the choice down to the paintings with the best_preserved colours in 
the bestpreserved caves” (p. 10). As the introduction goes on (o emphsise, these 
caves are sl no easy (0 access and the book is an excellent way 10 inroduce the 
Wider public tothe idden besutics of this rgion. 

  

“The ook s very much dominated by the dramatic colour presentation already known 
t0'us from the pages of National Geographic, where Reza's work has ofien been 
published. His style s deally suited o present the world of the caves. Reza used a 
System of mirrors to reflect daylight from the entance 10 the wall paintings (p- 12, 

‘i this means tht the colour conirasts ar very sharp and vibrant. 
Many of the wll paintings from the Kucha arca were taken to Berfn by the Turfan 
expediions at the beginning ofthe twenteth century, where some of thercan sl be 
Seen at the Museum of Indian Art. Unfortunately many others were destroyed during the bombing of Berlin during the Second World War. In Paris, where Reza lives,the 
Musée Guimet also has important pieces from the region. Jacqes Gids,chief curdtor, 
and Laure Feugbr, the head curator in the department o Chinese and Cental Asian 
Buddhism at the Musée Guimel, wrole the explanatory texts. As it is essentilly a 
visual experience o look through the book,th essays and descriptions are secondary 
and support and explin the images. They give excellent background information (0 
the non-specilist reader 
A detiled map shows the cxact ocation o the caves of the Kucha region. Through 
the example of the Musicians’ Cave, Laure Feugire explains the architctura features 
and general layout of th caves in the area. Then she concentrates on the question of 
style and technique. Jacques Gids gives the historical background t0 the site in & 
hapter eiiled “In the heart o Serindia: The Kingdom of Kucha” (pp. 37-53)   

‘The second part o the book concentrates on various molifs that emerge from the 
photographs scction entitled: “Symbols of the Buddha”, “Past lves: he jatakas™, 
‘Gods and humans" and “Animals”. Many of the descriptions retcl toris such a5 

Jitakas from the previous lives of the Buddha, and offer 4 very cnjoyable read. 
However, here arc several spellng mistakes and oversights with regards to Chinese 
names and the spelling of Sunskrt terms, some of which are also carried over 1 the 
glossary. We may ao point {0 other smaileors: or example, Beijing was no called 
by this name unilthe Ming dynasty, soi s difficlt (0 sc¢ what the authors rfer to 
‘when calling one of the items “The wolf a the gates of Bejing” (. 146). This picce 
Shows a story of unceriain origin in any case and the descripion goes on to dicuss 
Scentchounds known o the Tang emperor. Elsewhere Sic Aurel Stein is called an 
Englishman’ (p. 50), but in fact he was born Hungarian and became a Britishciizen 
only in 1904 fter his retum from his Firs Expediion 

      

“The authors alo deliberately avoid discussing specilist topics such s the recent 
publications with regards t the dating of the wall paintings, and simply refr 1 the 
on-going debate, stating its importance (pp- 44-45). The short Tist. of books 
recommended under “Furthr Reading” does not offer more guidance on this 0pic: 
cither, as for example, Su Bai's works in Chinese and Angela Howard's in English 
are ot mentioned. However, in keeping withthe book's characte, the general reader 
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will find several ineresting publication lisied which to read more about Silk Road 
St and history. 
“The book's main aim is to draw attention o a generally lss Known region tha in 
Reza’s words deserves “to b recognized asthe hertage of mankind ss a whole” (. 
10). The first book in English about he important cavesfrom the Kucha arc, this is 
beautifully produced new acditon to  growing library of albums sbout specfic Silk 
Roud sts 

Dr. Lilla Russell-Smith, Independern Scholar, UK. 
(A longer version of this review will b published in he next ssue of the Journal of the Royal Asitic ociery, July 2003.) 

Dunhuang Manuscript Forgerics 
Edited by Susan Whitfeld. London: The Britsh Library, 2002. Pp. 358, § colour 
pltes, 105 b.&w. lls, ables, biblography, index. £36. 
“This volume contains the papers iven tthe fis conference dedicaed 0 th topic of Dunhuing Manuscrpt Forgeries organised in 1997 by th caitor Susan Whitfild 
Dircta o TheInertonal Dunhuang Project a th Brih Lirary. Tis workshop was held st The Bri Library between 30 June nd 2 July, 1997 (s, CLAA NL 5 Moty 1997, .15 and CIAA NL &, November 1997 (1998, p. 21 The i of the workshop s 3 po he exisng nformaton o forgeries: 0 sterip o ity the methods 
i for frgin: ad 1 esablh h extent o th forgens. Al he major collections of Beijng, London, Pars and St. Peersburg were epresened and Ieading scholars Same from the UK., China, Japan, the U.S A Germany, Denmark, Swizsrand and Tawan. A small group was wsblished fo monilor research. The resuls of the 
workhop Were preented 3 semina iy organised by the CIAA an th IDP 3t SOAS, Prsentaions were gven by Plofesions Fujieda Ak, Lowis Lancaster and Rong Xinjang 0 sn axhence of over  hundred people. 
“The papers are now published as volume 3 of th scries Briish Library Sudies in 
Conservation Science. This volume s dedicated in memory of the e Professor 
Fujieda Akira who was the first and leading figure in bringing the problem of 
Dunhuang manuscript forgeries o ight. As his important articles on the subject were 
first published in the 1960s and 19705, a debate on the topic of forgeres i long overdu. 
Inthe intrduction, the editor draws atention o many of the complex problems faced 
by curators and rescarchers of the Dunhuang material. Afer  short summary of the 
hisory of th library cave, she explains how the manuscripts were taken (o various 
collctions al over the world. Lajos Lczy, a5 & member of n Hungarian expedition, 
fist reached the caves in 187 and told Al Stin about them almost 25 years later, 
ot ‘on their retum’ a5 mentioned on p. 5. Although Stein might have heard or read 
‘aboutths Hongarian expediton, he was only 17 years old at the time. Stcin started 
working for the Govermment of India n 1888 and at the time of organising his frst 
expediton, he was not yet a Briis citizen (he was granted ciizenship in 1904), 
Whitield draws atention (0 the various circumstances that made it casier for the 
forgers to succeed, such as the desire of Hoernle (0 prove his discovery of a new 
langusge. This encouraged him o forget his own initial misgivings regarding the 
authenicity of the manuscript. His mistakes - since then notoriously famous in 
specialist circles — also underline the possbilty of ring even for the most 
Cxperienced eye. This is an important {opic that emerged 45 the result of the 
Conference: it was very clear hat exprts from China, Japan and Europe were cqually Gertain about the validity of their argument n favout or against the riginlity of an   

8  
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object, in most cases qualing experience and eye. For example Fang Guangchang is 
‘onvinced that experience will mean tha fake manuscript can be singled out (p. $4- 
95). In conrast, the scintists argue that only scientific methods can lead (o real 
impartlity in jodging the originahty of the manuscrpts. Whitfeld gives a balanced. 
view poining out that even the recognised scintifc methods can be flawed at times, 
as for exampl, due to the use of old paper for the creation of a modem fake 
manuscripis. While reading the volume' it becomes clearer than ever that these 
questions can only be rescarched successfully s the result of teamwork. The curior's 
experience and ey should dealy be backed up by various scienifc methods such 15 
Fadiocarbon dating, and alo th recent methods of palacography for tudying the way Chincse characters were witen in different perlods. An example of the later 1¢ 
Tshizuka Haromichi's paper “Identifying forgeries of Dunhuang manuseripts on 
palacographicalanalyss and  sudy of wriing materials” (pp. 216-31) 
‘Whitfeld also draws attention to the new tools of computer databases being put 
together which for the first time make possible the comparable study of a large 
number of Chinese characters and Buddhist texts in an unprecedented way. The 
ifferent atides in cast and west o the act of copying and to the manuscripls 
themselves i also pointed out by Whitied (pp 12-13). Whist n our modem westem 
culture we aim 1o recreate the pat cxacly as it was in China and Japan manuscripts 
are viewed much more as “lving” works ofar, closely connected 0 the present. 

  

‘Whificld concludestha t s st mportant o cstabish exactly what we mean by “Dunhuang manuscripis™ whether Ui erm rfersonly 10 mans<rpts fom Cave 17 
o o s foundcaowhrs i Dunhuangsome of whih e rom  consderbly 
e sorcolctons for granied. 35 et s aiways  possibily of mistuioution of 
provenance. AL the same ime-the commonly held view that most manuscripts 
Eollected afer 1910 are forgeric is unikely 1o be corect n WhIthel's view purcly onthe basts of quantity and quality and 1 alto due forreasscsment 

  

“The papers published in tis volume covr 3 wide range of subjects. In @ paper eniled Gehain or fake?” Monigue Cohen draws aenion t it compIXiLey 1 Fecoptsing ok in well stabshed museur nd oy colcions (7. 3.32) She Coneders the vrous recogmse method o coping nd s h et forgers ofcliraphy nd piming sch a Zhang Do (16991989 Sh cmphasscs ht he roveranes of & wor and s sty been s iscovry ahd 1 coy 1o SoEsion it b Conutrad. I Dinuang he ooy he i cstabianing what appencd et e summerof 1900 1 gnerllyscpied dete for openig he LBy Cave — and Ssin's arival n 1906, For years. pimings and amcripts 1ad e ke outofth cave and preented t ol Secondly & e mumber of Tanustipts etaned t the Sl 191, Cobe Gonchndc i accontnce with e el cceped view tht 1 ikly st orgenes would ave een e befor 15 
She presents several cas sudies, in paticular two paitins n the Feer Gallery that gt e eolccon of Y CHangeh Wit smhang ot e concloions 
She expresss hr doubts about the unusua eatures she oscrved on 4 ik pining of Dizing (Kahitgarbha) tht entred he Freer Gallery of Art n 1935, Althaugh she 5 gL In poling out the umsual stylsic and iconographic featres, some of these i o oot peuept b i s e e (i oy 
Clventh centiey) and the nfoence of Uygor patrons n tht prod. 

  

Roderick Whitfeld (1o relaton (0 the editor) in “Forgeries and Dunhuang painting” 
(7p. 96-102) on p. 99 gives his opinion about the same Kshitigarbha painting and 
Summarises the resuls of his examination. He identifes detals ‘such as the While 
stiching of the Kasdya and the small gold lozenges that adorn is ieding’ and dates 
the painting t the fnal years of the tenth century. In this paper Roderick Whilfeld 
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tions 

examins other known instance of forged Dunhuang pinings tht have entred miscum collctons. H draws atenton 1 he impartance of sudying sl Sy ot decs it o e G o, e s o i he ke ohen s bt or the Umuary’ (- 57)such s xact dlc, amaus e and e menion of Dunihuans in hr inkcrptons and concudes “hat we Shoid ot b andaly worsed by orgres. Once e leam 1o recognse them e necd 2o ongerboner wih e G- 10D 

  

  

In a very different paper John A. Fields and Kenneth R. Seddon discuss the 
“Scientifc detection of fakes and forgeries?” (pp. 33-40). The authors undertook. 
scientifc research and chemical anslyss of the dye of Dunhung manuseripts i 
Queen's University in Belfat. I the frs pat of th paper they draw atenton (o the 
limitations of scientfic methods. They go on o argue that all curators and 
conservators should receive scienific training and emphasise the importance of 
collaboraion between scientsts, conservators and curators. The differcnces between 
bjective and subjecive data and invasiv and non-invasive analysis are considered, 
and the experimental methods lsted. They also draw atention (0 the importance of 
photograpya il of e st rcord snd o e imporance o g 
an intemationaly recognised standard database of the manuscript, such as the IDI 
database. Ther conclusion to the question ‘can we detect fakes?" i a maybel Their 
other paper is on “Chemical snalysis of dyes on 4 selection of Dunhusng 
manuscripts” (pp. 258-67). This gives a complete list of the avalabl techmiques for 
the scientfic examination of artefucs and a description of the detecton of huangbo 
dye in various manuscripts. They draw the conclusion tha this methodology 1ooks 
very promising foridentifying fakes 

  

Rong Xinjiang's “The Li Shengduo Collection: riginal or forged manuscripis?” (pp. 62:63)is extremely well documented. Li Shengduo (18S5-1937) came from a family 
of book collectors and was a high govemment officia. Rong's rticle examines how 
So many Dunfvang maniscript could have entered his collecton, and argucs that 

they were stlen from the Minisry of Education after Japanese scholas had examined 
them in 1910- Although the theft was discovered and  scapegoat found. -Shorly afterwards, the Revolution of 1911 led to the overthrow of the Ging dynasty and the 
‘govemment was too distracted with other mattrs (0 pay atention (0 the thet of 
Dunhuang manuscripts” (p. 63). I the second part of the paper Rong examines the 
current whereabous of this material. The third par argues that later many forgers 
Chimed that thir manuscripts came from Li's famous collction in order o preiend 
tht they were genuine. In the Appendix a full cataloguc of the elevant Durhuang 
manuscrips is given. 

    

In Jean-Pierre Drége’s “Random notes on Dunhuang forgeris” (pp. 41-49) the main 
focusis on the smallercollctions of Dunhuang material. His opinion (00 1 “tht the 
questions aised by farexceed the quesions soived” (p. 4. His other paper eniled 
“Dunhuang papers: preliminary morphological analysis of dated Chinese 
manuscripts” (pp. 115-79) is an extremely important and detailed study, fist 
published in French in 1981, This updated version s its fist English version ercby 
making the arguments avalabl to many more scholars especally in China and Japan 
Drige gives a detaled comparative analysis of a lrge corpus including available data 
on content (dating, text) and physical appearance (hesght, widih, thickness and 
appearance of paper used) of the manuscript. A clear patter emerges that can be 
very valuable for dating manuscript. Akao Eike takes this idea further i his short 
paper enitled "On changes in paper type and number of lincs o text pr panel s seen 
i the Dunhuang manuscrips (pp. 180-53). 

  

  

Lewis Lancaster wrtes about “The Dushuang manuscripts: the current state of 
rescarch” (pp. 51-61). He points out that due to China's incredible heritage in prinied 
books, the fesearch of handwritien manuscripts is Iess advanced than elsewhere. AU 
the saime time the art of calligraphy popular in China kecps old writing styles aive 
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In his other paper entitled “Fragments and forgeries: strstegics of judging 
aulhenticity” (pp. 222-26), Lancastr discusses the importance of the study of the 
Blyph" or the physical shape of Chinese charactes. Professor Fujieda had noticed 

“thal cerain manuscripts tribted to Dunhuang contained glyphs hat were ot part 
of the system of wriing t the time when the material would have been produced” (p. 
222)- The way Chinese charactes can be put into computers has also thrown the 
Spotlight on the structure of Chinese charactrs. He suggests that the Dunhuang 
‘manuscrpts should be compared Wwith the matching sections of the Koryo or Jin 
ditions o the Chinese Buddhst canon. 

  

Following this theme Heline Vetch sudics the “Discrepancics between manuseripts 
and printed sources” (pp. 227-33). She pains out the danger of drawing conclusions 
o Gkl Anna G iehel s th paper siciure and e condiion o & 
8roup of manuscripts (pp- 236-59). Table | compare the smallest characteristis of 
he paper mould, sheet formation, suface and the inscripion. Table 2 analyss 
chemical composiion; nd Table 3 the ibre characterisics 

  

  

  

Fujieda Akira writes about “Chronological classfication of Dunhuang Buddhist 
manuscripts” (pp. 103-14). This aricle was published in Japanese in 1987 and is o 
Compartive study of the different groups of Dunhuang manuscript, dating them (o 
five ifferent perods. Crstina Scherrer-Schraub and George Bonani s “Establshing 1 
ypology of the old Tibetan manuscrpts: a multdisiplinary approach’” (p. 184-215) 
approaches the completely different problem of the Tibetan fake manuscript, 
sdying the witng, nd the small mouts. 

  

  A Japanese team writs about the “Physical analysis of ancient manuscripts of the 
‘Otani Collction” (pp- 268-90). Lou Kamtong sbout "An overviewof the colletions 
i the Taipei National Cental Library” (pp. 291-04) where about 150 manuscripts are 
Kept, many of which came from Li Shengduo’s collection. Cheng Actsal continues 
his theme with “Provenance and verifcation of Dunhuang manuscripts in Taiwan” 
(9p. 295-306). Lev Menshikov writes about “The mixing of fact and fiction” in 
Russian iteature describing the discoveries in Dunhuang and argucs for the 
genuineness ofthe . Petersburg manuscript. Nadia Brovenko describes “The Sifang 
Manusript from Berezovsky's collecion” (. 311-15). 
Ueyama Daishun discloses “How I came to be convinced tha the Otani Colletion 
cortans forged manuserpts (pp. 316.20), Du Weisheng gives “A short descipton of 
Cight Dunhuang forgeries in he National Library of China” (pp. 321-27). 

  

   
  A lst of contributors, extensive bibliography and a detailed index completes the 

Volume, The conference and the resuling volume are very important for th resesich 
of Dunhuang manuscripts and rlated fclds. It s hoped that it willact as a catalyst for 
Saring other smilar projects in the future. 

  

Dr. Lilla Russell-Smith, Independent Scholar, UK. 

  

Monks and Merchants. 
Ningxia, 4°-7th Century by Annete L. Juliano and Judith A. Lemer, with essays by Michacl Alram, Chen 
Bingying, AlbertE. Dien, Luo Feng, Boris I Marshak. New York: Harry N. Abrams 
Ing. with The Asia Socity. 2001, 5, pp. 352,colourlls. throughout, maps, glossry, 
biblography, index, USS6S. 

Road Treasures from Northwest China. Gansu and 

  

“This substantial and very beautifully produced volume accompanied a major 
exhibiton, which marked the opening of the new gllery at Asia House in New York 
10 presents for the very first time many important objects from Gansu and the     
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neighbouring Ningia provinces, which were previously only exhibited in Chinese. 
provincial museums and lrgely unknown in the west 

  By describing th selected objcts and their context the catalogue draws ttention to 
very important trends in pre-Tang Chinese art, and explores uestions of “thnic 
idenity" the characteristcs of Chinese art versus non-Chinese ar, ntercultural 
influences, ther role in shaping th essenial clements of Tang art and the importance 
of religious and funerary ats n ricng these mportant cultralchanges 
‘The 4%.7% centuries in this arca of norihwest Chind s a relaively under-researched 
period s most mainsiream works have focused on the Han and Tang dynastics 
Aradiionally less atention has 4o been paid o the ar of non-Han peopl in the 
formation of Chinese art. This exhibition and catalogue focus on these 1sues and 
once again underline the importance of the rade routes not only in transmiting art 
forms and cultural ideas, but lso in shaping the art of the following period in a 
decisive way. Because of the surounding mountains, the Hexi cornidor in Gansu 
province was the only passage way from Dunhuang dnd the Silk Road oasis it 
beyond. t0 the Chinese hearland, and thi is why s art reflects some of the most 
important culturalchanges of this period. 

  

The book epreents an esemplry colsbaraton between two wel Known cxpet, ‘Whose Jont work now spans mord than & decade. Annet L Julano and Judth A Lemmer's atenion ws drawn to th hitheto reaively le Known calections and iod by thei it work on the o-clled Miho funerry couch Allhough Chinese 
Fincay sab o th preTang perod i been Known from Weter cllctions, ey had Teprsented & Somewha ekotc idetrack of Chinese art, ulanos and Lerers recent wark has focused on the detsied sy of these funerary couches The EShibition  the iret el of th auors i o Chin n 1997 collecing macra 
{rom provincil muscums tht hey Vi in Gansu provice 
‘The objects published i the catalogue are familia 0 experts, s they are displayed in 
Chinese provincial museums. This reviewer saw many of them in 1993, but 
photography was not allowed, and many were unpublished. The exhibiton and this 
talogue g hem 03 wider auince for e Tt e s and Lemer e the 
first to put hese object into contex! in an English language publicaton, and the first. 
10 bring together such a lrge number of objects from one arca o China. The result 
fills 2 very important gap, and deals with many issues that will require (0 be 
rescatched for long years 1 come. Many of the cssays are writien by Juliano and 
Lerer, who also selecied the obects. 

  

Due to the e o s g prject Howevcr many suthors collaboraed on the 
catalogue and the individual entics. All the objects are described in great detal, 
‘Apartfrom theauthors ofthe ssays themselves, catalogue enties were also provided 
by Susan Beningson, Colin Mackenzie, Julie Segraves, Nicholas Sims-Wiliams and 
Zhang Guangda, ensuring the highest ievel of experise. However, nevitably the 
overall picture presented 1s somewhat fragmented, and futur researchers il need (o 
Work on connecting some o the ides. 

  

Following a very concise introduction wrtten by Juliano and Lemer the material is 
presented in four parts. Part | entied "Seting the Stage” contains three essays 
Together wih the enries for the relted object. In “The Silk Road in Gansu and 
China" the principal authors give an excellent summary of the history of the region. 
However de o he shortage of space some generlisations distort the compleitis of 
the art of this period. The authors point out the nfluence of Indian Gupta at and the 

  

  For xampl: Annatt L Jalano and Judith Larer: Mo Couch Revisied n Light of Recen 
Dicoreer, Oretaions, Vol 32,8 (Octber 200). 
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art of Xinjiang on the Su-dynasty caves of Dunhuang (p. 32), but do not say that 
Some of the carlist caves hat clearly show the influence of Chinese figure painting 
also date o thi period. Anothes sma poin s that when emphasising the devastating ffctofthe perscution o Buddhim (33 th suthorsfal g mention o de o 
the period of Tibetan occupation (781-848) much of Gansu, including Dunhuang 
scaped ths at, which explains the impartance of Buddhistart i the region. 

  

“The selected objectsilustrate the crly art o tis region welL I is good to sce ‘old 
friends' such as the famous bronze horses from the Gansu Provincial Museum in 
Lanzhou (ca, nos 24) together wih lsser-known objects. The two selected unicoms 
(cat. nos. 6, 7)shov the remarkably simila iconographic motf i diferent materals: 
painted wood and bronze. One of the Sogdian ltters found near Dunhuan and today 
T the Britsh Library (¢t no. 8)i translted n full by Nicholas Sims-Willams. 
In “The Unbroken Thread: Nomads in China’ Annette L. Julano introduces the. 
subject of China’s relationship with her nomadic neighbours. In ‘Encounter with 
Nomads" Albert E. Dien ists ind describes al the important nomacic groups of the 
relevant period. He also explores the assimilation of these nomads hrough the 
example of the tomb of Li Xian, who was a prominent member of 4 local family in 
the area of Guyuan in Ningxia province. Many of the finds from this tomb were 
Selcted or the exhibition. 
Local tombs were usually consiructed under ground using the painted bricks ypical 
of the region. Of these three examples were selected (ca nos. 10-12). The fragments 
of a Tacquered coffin dating o the late 5* cenury was also isplayed (ca. no. 16), 
along with provincial tomb fgurines (ca. n0s. 23.26 and 36.39). The dragon-head 
finials (cat no. 29) and the Sasanian glass bowl (cat. no. 30) are objects that are 
portrayed later in the 9" centory in the Buddhist banner paintings of Dunhuang, 
although this i not mentioned here. The beautiful Hellenistic ewer, which wis 
probably made in Bactra n the S* century s one of the spectacula objects found in 
L Xian's tomb in Ningis, dating t the mid-6™ century. It llustates how f luxury obiects travelled on the Slk Road in perfect condition to be treasured by local 
offcials. 

  

  

  

  

Part I1, “Buddhist Monks: Transmission and Translation” contains two esays: 
‘Buddhist At in Northwest China” by Annete L. Juliano and ‘Gandhara in Gansu' by 
Chen Bingying. Th former provides a general background to Buddhist art in the 
region, the later explores Gandharan ifluence, summarising the known views. Some 
mportant objcet descriptions in this part highlight the importance of the Buddhist art 
of the pre Tang period n Gansu province outside Dunhuang. Some cave temple sites 
Such a5 Maijishan and Binglingss are rlatvely well known, but others such as 
Tiantishan mich les so. Only in the last fow years did atention shift from the 
Dunhuang and Yulin caves o he othr lsser known caves in Gansu province, which 
date lagely o this pre-Tang period." 

  

Juliano and Lemer are the fist 10 incorporate some of these results in a major 
catalogue aimed t the general public I s, however one of the short-comings o the 
Catalogue, that due to constraints of space and i order that the focus remained on the 
objects exhibited,the Buddhist art of th region could not be explored further with the 
inclusion of other, even smalle sts. The catalogue also draws atention o sylistic 
Similarities between Maijishan and the relatively recently discovered Qingzhou 
Seulpture 

Mos recey: Angela . Howard, Linn Patorag of Bcdist At n e G Coridoc darin he 
Fourh Cenry ad the Trafomtion of s Cerl Asian syl Beween a and Tang: Religions 
vt Aol a Trnformatve Prid e Wo Hng, Beiing, 2000 snd Mariyn M. R, B Sis of G The Foweringof & Foreen Faih: e Stis i Chiese Bt Ar, 
el Tt Bker, Momba, 1995 
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‘Among the exhibited object, the fragment of a banner found outide caves 125 and 
126 in Dunhuang is most inteesting (cat. o, 45). Dating o 487 A.D. i the Northern 
Wei period (386-535) it shows embroidered donors wearing Xianbei dress. 
Maijishan's graceful syle is represented by several clay sculptures (ca. nos. 60-65) 
ncluding an apsaras or tanren (not tanjer). 

  

Part 11 *Foreign Merchants: From Colonists o Chinese Offiials” contins several 
essays: “The Merchant Empire o the Sogdians’, by Judith A. Lemer, “The Sogdians 
i their Homeland', by Bori 1. Marshak and ‘Sogdians in Northwest Ching’, by Luo 
Feng. This is perhaps the most exciing part of the catalogue and where this project 
comes to fruiion. I presents objects found in tombs of Sogdians in Ching, nd 
explores their ole in Chinese clture, trade and society, drawing attention (0 the 
important rol Sogdians played n the orthwestem region. As Chines resesrchers up. o the present have been somewhat reluctant o explore the par played by non- 
Chinese i the formalion of their mainstream art, this section is of the greatest 
importance. However, despit tis, some of the issus raised are not explored in dtail 
and remain in the realm of general remarks (about hu [barbariane) versus Han 
{Chinese],for example) but this is an important start. The selcted objects refcctthe 
initial inteest of the prncipal sthors and include tomb doors (ca.no. 80) s well 5 
many other objects, for example, the lemens of a mask made of gold foil pleces (cal. 
o, 90) daing to ihe Tang dynasty (615-906). A special section concentrating on 
Coins i introdced by Michael Alram ('Coins and the Slk Road') 

     
  

Part IV bears the tite "Conclusion” and ll the objects in thi section belong 10 the 
Tang dynasty and represent the "Cosmopoltanism and the Tang’, as the il of 
Jullano's and Lemer final essay also ndicates. The most important of them is & 
funerary couch found recently in Tianshui (cat no. 106), which was accomparied by 
the figares of five musicians (ca. no. 107). The calalogue ends somewhat sbruptly with a good example of nesting rliquary caskets from Dayunsi (‘Temple of the Great 
Clouds')in Jingchuan County, Gansu province and dating o the Tang dynasty (cat 
no. 120). 

  

No Chinese charactrs o disriics were used due to the general natue of this work, 
but the catalogue is accompanied by detaled footnotes and refereaces. Occasional 
mistakes, such as erroncous spellngs or wrong dates, do occur, but this s almost 
inevitabl in  large and complex project of this kind. An exiensive glossary, & 
detailed bibliography and index complement th volume. 

Dr. Lilla Russel-Smith, Independent Scholar, UK. 

New publications on Tibet 

Tibet's Anclent Religion Bin 
by Chiistoph Baumer. Bangkok: Orchid Press, 2002. English translation by Michael 
Kohin from a revised version of Bn: Die lebendige Ur-Religion Tibes, Grz: 
ADEVA, Akademische Druck- und Verlagsanstlt, 1999.  Pp. 200, colout illus., 
maps, chionological table, ibliography,indics. 
“This book would be a worthwhile acquisiton for any library o personal study 
because of is extraordinary pictorial documentation alone. Anyone Who cnjoys 
leafing through the National Geograpiic will love it Most of the photographs were 
{aken by the author—in Tibet, mainty, but also in Yunnan, India and Nepal—and 
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demonsirate a considerabe alen. Not jut for decoraion,they have clear connections 
o the neighbouring prose 99% of th time. Panoramas of vast uninhabited andscapes 
altemate egularly with photos of humans and their cultural productions.  This 
pitorial presentation nicely matches the author's approach to Tibeta folk elgion 15 
the response of humble humans thrcened by an overpowering naural environment. 
i contrast 1o many books and aticles writien about Bon in recent decades, which 
Have tended o stress Bon's elaionship (or non-relationship) with Indian-derived 
Buddhism, Bon scriptures, and Bonpo monks, Christoph Baumer gocs 10 the local 
folk and folk-prcsts—mediums, shamans, weather makers—and draws 2 pictre of 
Bon as (rly, or historically, o at base) animisic and shamanistic. To the usual 
Indocenrism, the uthor offrs an opposing positon. Wha s interesting about Tibet 
i primarily what i truly nstive to 1, econdarily connections with s souheastern 
(Nanzhao, Yunnan) and norther (Silk Route) neighbours. This could surcly be a 
reffeshing perspecive rom some points of view. 

  

  

  

In overviews of tis type, generalisations (Ike those 1 have just made), while serving 
the useful function of reducing complexitis, are Hikely to result in occasional 
oversimpliicaions,distortions and mistepreseniations. I do not have the paience to 
80 into thes sorts of problems here. Instad, [ will just point out a few mor of less 
Kolsted bt weighiy statements tha beg tobe challenged orcorrcted.   

A sensationaist emphasis on blood sacrifces keeps surfacing throughout the book. 
Sarifces of chickens and goats by northern Nepalese Tibelan ethnic groups may be 
scen today in various parts of Nepal, and 1 think few would find eason to argue that 
these never occur. Bul reading the labe o th pictre on p- 45, Anima sacrifices are 
stil made today, even by Buddhist communites; Gelug monasery Rivwo Dechen, 
near Chongye, central Tibet”and then abserving the sheep's head in the picture 
standing next (0 a ncaly stacked tower of kabise—deep-fied Tibetan ‘prezels' ina 
marsellous varety of shapes—ellsme tht this is jus arather normal allr st-up for 
Tibetan New Year (for & writen source on this, see for example Tawa & Tashi 
Topeyal, “The Lifestyle of Nomads", Tiber Jourtal, vl. 23, no. 3 [Autumn 1995], 
PP 3440, at p. 47). ‘The decorated tower of Kabise (Hha-2a5) calld sder-kha s 15 
important to Tibetan New Year asthe Christmas tre to Christmas. The sheep's had, 
in'my own experienc, has aways been one made of porcelain, not a eal one ik in 
the pictur, although I have heard i sid tht sometimes a sheep’s skl is used. Bul 
unil T am Shown sn unetouched video of the Dge-ugs-pa monks itualy sacifcing 
this sheep, 1 wil feel certain that the presence of s severed head n the picture 
demonstraes that they were able o procure one from their all (00 un-priestly neighbourhood butcher, Nol every it use o animals, animal products, or anmal 
figurines ncessarily implicaes ritual sarifice or even . ‘survival ofthe same, as the 
author often glibly implies. 

  

  

  

  

  

“New Bon .. sarting in the nincicenth century,spread in he castem provinces of 
Kham and Amdo following the eachings of Sunye Lingpa (1340-1396) and adopted 
many clements from the Buddnist Nyingma school’ (p: 28). Clarly something is 
Wwrong with the chronology of this passage. Certainly New Bon received its main 
impetus in the 18ih, i notalready in the 17h century ( believe Mi-shig-rdo-i, bom 
1650, was its tue originator). The author has mistakenly given us dates for the 
Raying-ma-pa reasure teacher (gir.sion) Sangs rgyas-gling:pa (whose actual dates 
might sl have to be moved back 60 years), When, without & shadow of doubt, he 
intended the New Bon gier-sion Sangs-rayas-gling-pa. who lived from 1705-1735 
(50 known as Byang.chulrdo-fe-isap, 
On p. 146: .. could it have been here that the mythical capital of Shangshung, 
Ngtlkhar, th egendary “Silver Castle” in which Tsnpa Shenrab was born, was 
located?” Lord Shenrab was not born in a silver casle in any Iegend known o me. He was bom in Bar-po-so-brgyad, the captal of “Ol-mo-lung.ring (and ot of Zhang. 
Zhung) in Tazik (Stag-g7ig). His one-volume biography called the Mdo- dus docs, 

  

   

  

  

2



CIAA Newsletter Issue #17 New Publications 

  however, have Lord Shenrab visiting Khyung-lung Dngul-mkhar (Garuda Valley Silver Caste), near Moun Ti-se (Kailash), on his way home to Tazik following his 
visit to Kong_po. It was thee, in “Silver Castle”, hat his recently wedded wife 
Rkong.z2, the daughter of the Lord of Kong-po, gave birth 1o their son Gshen-bu 
Riong-ishs. 

   

“The wall painting photographed on p. $4 is Iabelled: “Sacred diu puzzles with an ot P e i el of B, 2 w28 DU, GUoE 
momasiy of Tashi Liape” The ‘G reprsents e, which means ridde’ o “enigma’ (se p. 83). Simply reading the Tibeian-langusge tie floatng above the checker-board pater (vithone sl n cach quare) proves somethin allogether iferent, Tt says i 1o un-‘hor short Tor b hoy.bas, g everywhre thowgh Tibeans cal i un-bansBhorIo, “wheel good every which way). Thi Speca form of conree (or cronic) poty, ofen s on th porches of Tibean 
{Emples, wasdircely nspire by he e chate of Dandi's Kdvadiréa (he oy ok of Indin Kavya poctic theoy that was ranslted ito Tibetar) The ines i the oo cxplin how it shoukdbe read - rom the uppe It comer 10 the ower ighs 
and from the upper right come o e lower If,then from It o igh on lne 1 & fime. The subjec of he pris is the tenh (o the Seventh i you prefer) Panchen Lima (1935-59), whose i can b found by reading disgonlly rom th upper 
comes on your et 0 the lower comeron your righ:‘Blozang: phin-la-Thungrib- Chos-kylrayal-mishan' There is nothing even femotely asrologica about . 1 13 3 pos of prase o the s Panchen L and 10 Bir-shis-Iun-po Monssery. 

  

  

  

  

1 mustexpress my disappoimment with the authorsdecision o us only phonetc 
eprescntaion of proper mames. Doing 50, a oo ofin, makes then (mposibe for cen he most seatoned Tibelologit o ecogise (ere are some who Compromisc by gving comect spelings i parenhesesor 1 the i ntriet) For exame, who Would gaes it phonetic Tame of & Bon monasey, -0 WA (. 67 would bo 
i same asth propery seled G yu-bun (-Turquoie Mist)? Wel | suppase  id bt surely was not ey Similary, Tobden (on p. 147 s Riogs-Idan Nomastcy, not Thob-Idan 2 an would expect from the phondic rendering. -Plha PUk 1ooks Tk Pha-Iha Phog (Ph-Ihs bein th el known rsocratic farmiy) when instead s 10'be Sp L-phu (5 1 the name of ne of he i mostimportan: Bon cans, Whie L phg 1  place name, mesning radioh). 

  

Tibean art historans will be most excited by the photos of early southern Tibetan 
mural paintings from Sras-mkhar Dgu-thog (of the Ba-brgyud-pa schoal) and the 
Bon temple of Spa La-phug (also known s La-phug Bde-chen-sgang), with proposed 
datings to the 13th and 15th centuris respectively (sce pp. 128-9, 139). Given the 
La-phug paintings' importance for Bo at history, also sresed in Baumer’s joumal 
article o the subject in Oriental Ar, it may be worthwhile 0 gve 4 rough trnslation 
of Dpal-tshul's eniry on La-phg in his survey of Bon monasteres (G.yung-drung 
‘Bon-gyi Bstan-byuns, Tibetan Bonpo Monastic Cente, Dolanii, 1972, vol. 2, p. 
0565 

“After that, the greater headquarters [of the Spa family], La-phug Bde-chen- sgang, i Soulhér Lastod, scems 0 have been founded mor o les in the i of ‘Spaston Reyal-ba-shes.rab [airect discple of Khyung:rgod-ial 
Whose birh 00K place n 1175, in abou the fourth rab-bying {1 1207- 1266]. Some say imstead tht it was founded by Dpal-lan-brang-po (tvo. 
gencrations Iaer]. Anassembly of tcaching and - meduaiive Secomplishment-—for tesching, lesing, meditaton and practice-—vas 
it and flourised there. & succession o thircen Spa fary lamas with “Good" (brang.po) [in- their names] sppeired there, ncluding  (in chronological orde] Bl-ma Spa Don-grub-bum-bzang, Dpl-Jdan-bean 
e b et s S s e 14 

Tater s, the descendents of the Spa family reached 4 botleneck (ryag 

  

  

   

  

%  
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phra), and that is why, even if the teachings continued, they became 
Consrited. till, even today the meditation pracice community and the three 
receptacies (mages, sacred books and chortens) remain 3s they were, [The. 
olowing sentence, n smaler Ieters, may be an added note] Here, there are 
many very holy inner receptales, such as the mask poriraying A-bsc made by 
the hands of Stong-reyung. It s claimed that this is the place of the pig-faced. 
sky-goers, @ substitute oy place for the site where the devas and asuras 
engaged in combat 

  

For morc on La-phug, se Thondup Liagyals contibution in 5. Karmay & . Nagan, cde. New Hoicons n Bon e Ntonal Museur of Eimology, Oseks. 2000, 58, Ligyalconcudes tha i vy Gl o pontou who (¢ founder 1, o et v foundd (O scms o e e wied et plce fo severs Bnionsefore i oo oty U vis b ot Srson B .o composcd i impariant hsorisof Bo and o the Zhang.chuns Ol mani o n e 14705 Lo fugs heyday s om th 130 rough e end of {5 cemury when (he i cene o th Spa faily incages shied (st o Resat mo-rong ind fnally. i he 19 centry: 1 Ye-ha n Nag-che k. Thi ot dts Coud hlp conim e 150 ity dain ot the painings, proposed O ground of Syt ompuRsonsaiBOUgh & dae 3 Cey o o S gt 
rove worhy of consderaion 

  

Aufirs T was intigued and even somewhat excted when I opened up o the picure of 
‘a beautfully amanged Tibetan monastic ibrary in Sigyal (Srid-rgyal) Monasiery,the 
oldest existing monasery n the iciityof th sacred mountan of Kong-po (p. 159). 
The label says, The lirary of Sigyal Monastery holds & complet editon of the Bin 
canon, comprisng 406 volumes. Since only one Bon Kanjut collction is known (0 
have survived intat, tht o Dbal-khyung Monastery in Nyag:rong, and not even one 
Bon Tanjur (or Katen/BKa'-brien) collection (the Katen that has been reprinted 
recently in shout 360 Yolumes is & new colaton of exis gathered from here and 
here), his would be very good news. However, 1 slowly came to realise that the 
b 406 comes from {otallng the number of 113 volumes i the Kanjur and 293 
in'the Katen. This number was derived (sce the main (ext on p. 159). without 
acknowledgement, from Samien Karmay's atcle, “A General Introduction (0 the 
History and Doctines of Bon'", Memoirs of the Research Department of he Toyo 
Bunko, vol. 33, 1973, pp. 171-218, at p. 190. Even here, they are not in fact 
‘Voluries", bu the maih s that are being counted (Karmay took the numbers from 

Per Kvaerne's 1974 journal aricle listing of ties found in one paricular canon 
catalogue, one among many, and every catalogue is unique in the numbers of tlles 
and volumes it lists) Hence our illusion tha the author actualy courted 406 volumes 
of canonical works in this paricular ibrary simply dissolves, and we remain i the 
ark about which Tibetan books are in the picture (the thin red-covered binding 
bourds on some of them, inclding the one the monk is hlding in his hands, suggest 
that hey ar recent reprints, not riginal manuseripts o xylographic prini). 

  

  

If asked o recommend a good inroductory reading on Bon, [ would probably name 
1his book s a general overview. with only minor reservations. Typographical erors 

are few (note the Bonpo chronic® o p. 16), and an excellent job has been done with 
the Iayout of (mainly colour lustatons and maps. There is a chronologicaltble, a 
very Tong listof elevant publications (the majority ofthem not cxplicitly cited i the 
text), and, rather unfortunatey, in my opinon, three separaie indice, where one index. 
Woud be nough, as isth fashionin German academia thes days. 

"Dan Marti, Research Associate, Deparment of Indian 
Studie, Hebrew Univrsity, Jerusalem, Israel
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Religion and Secular Culture in Tibet, Tibetan Studies 
cdited by Henk Blezer, PIATS 2000, Tibetan Studies: Proceedings of the Ninth 
Seminar’of the International Association for Tibetan Studies, Leiden: . J. Bil, 
2002, USS6S. 
The book under review consitutes the second of three volumes of the general 
procecdings of the ninth seminar of the Interational Association for Tibetan Stuics 
held between June 24 and 30, 2000, in Leiden. In total, it contains 26 articles 
discussing selected aspects of the secular and religious culire of Tibet, both from 
textual and anthropological perspectives. Most of the contibutors hold senior 
positons in Tibetology a1 universitis around the world. Partcularly welcome arc 
seven articles by Tibetan scholars who joined the procecdings from the Peoples 
Republic o Chifa In view of the hrving Tbetologica research community i Lhasa 
and beyond, it s 1o be hoped that the enhanced inclusion of ndigenous Schalarship 
becomes a regula feature at foure Tibetan Stdics conferences. 

  

Since, in a review of his kind, it is not possible o discuss the content of all 26 
‘ontibutions in detail, I shal aaly reproduce their tes and indicate the themalic 
orentaion ofthe contributions 
Broadly speaking,the contnt of the volume fallsint eight sections: 
(1) BUDDHISM (GENERAL): Samuel, Geoffrey, “Buddhism and State in Eighth 
(Century Tibet”, pp- 1-19; Karmay, G. Samten, “The Rituals and their Origins i the 
Visionary Accouns of the Fifth Dalai Lama”, pp. 2140; Bentor, Yael, “Fourfold 
Meditations: Ouer, Inner, Secret, and Suchness”, pp. 41-58; Burchardi, Anre, 
“Towards an Understanding of Tathdgatagarbha Inerpreation in Tibet with speci 
reference 1o the Ramagotravibhagar pp. 30-77: Mathes, Klaus-Dietr, " 'Gos Lo 150 
ba Gzhon nu dpal's Exiensive Commentary on nd Study of the 
Ratnagoraibhagavykhya pp. 19-95: D "dun ab gsal,“Skal ldan mgur ma dang de’i Khyad chos", pp. 97-115: Templeman, David, “Iranian Themes in Tibetan 
Tanisic Coltur: The Dakint", pp. 1132127 Cousens, Diana, “The Visionary Lineages 
of Jamyang Khyenise Wangpo'. pp. 129-142. 
(2)_ BUDDHISM (HERMENEUTICS): Verhagen, Peter, *Studics in Indo-Tibetan Buddrist. Hermeneutics (3): Grammatical Models in Buddhist Formulas”, pp. 
143-161; Arénes, Pert, “Hermeneutique des tantra: Le Y shes rdo rie kun las bus 
' reyud as “byung ba't rsyan blun miam par dgrol ba de Sraddhikaravarman®, p. 
Te-185. 

  

  

     

  

  

  

  

  

  

(3) BUDDHISM (ANTHROPOLOGY): Sihl, Nicolss, “Lhacho [Lha mchod) and Hindn 
57 gnon): The Structure and Diachrony of a Pair of Ritual”, pp. 185-206; Holler, 
David, “The Ritual of Frecing Lives", pp. 207-226   

  

(4) BUDDHISM (GENDER): Bde skyid sgrol ma, “A chung gnam rdzong bsam gtan 
chos ‘phel gling gi bsun mar'i sho ba spyod siangs skor dpyad pa”, pp. 221-244; 
Byang gnos p tshe g yang, “Grags can bud med bstan ma't sk rien Bl bzang tshe 
siron dang Khong 81 kor mdo tsam slens bar, pp. 245-255; Havnevik, Hanna, ° 
‘Tibetan Female Sste Oracl”, pp. 259288   

  (5) BUDDHISM (GREAT PERFECTION): Mieinert, Carmen “Chinese Chan and Tibetan 
Rdzogs Chen: Preliminary Remarks on Two Tibetan Dunhuang Manuscripis”, pp. 
289-307; van Schaik, Sam, “The Resolution of the Simultancous and Gradual 
‘Approaches o the Gréat Perfection in the Klong chen snying thig" pp. 309-320; 
Winkler,Jakob, “The Rdzogs chen Muralsof the Klu Khang in Lhasa", pp. 321-343, 

  

(6) BON (GREAT PERFECTION): Kiein, Amne C. “Unbounded Functionality: A Modest Rdzogs. chen Rejection of the Classic Don byed nus pa Crterion”, pp. 

95  



    

     ‘CIAA Newsletter Issue #17 New Publicati 

  

345-363: Ross, Donatlls, “A Brief Survey of the Lung rigs rin po che'i mdzod blo 
sal snying gyi o by Shar rdza Bra Shis rgyal mishan (1859-1934),pp. 365-375. 

  

(7) BON (GENERAL): DON GRUB LHA RGYAL: “Gshen rab mi bo che'i mdzad mam 
bsdus ma'i skor gleng ba’, pp. 379401 Vorndran, Eika, “Coming into Existence: 
Bon Notions of Embryological Development”, pp. 403-412; Tshe dbang Iha mo, 
“Bod kyi shes rigs las ‘byung ba'i skor rags isam gleng ba", pp. A13-418; Dbra 
Khyung dge bshes skal bang nor bu: “Zhang bod kyl o ba rig a1 grol phugs bum 
ki dang rayud b2hi'isor la dpyad pa, pp. 419430, 
(8) LITERATURE: Roester, Ulrke, “The Great Indian Epics in the Version of Dmar 
ston Chos kyi rgyal poT, pp- 431-450; Robin, Fransoise, “The Unreal World of 
Tibetan Free Verse Poeiry: A Preliminary Study of Topics and Themes in 
‘Contemporary Tibetan Free Verse Poetry”, pp. 451470, 
“The production quality of this book, as well 3 the editorial attenion devoted (0 its 
contributions, i o the highest orde. Included in Brill's TIIETAN STUDIES LIBRARY, 
conceived under the inspired stewardship of Albert Hoffstidt, alongside nine other 
proceeding volumes of the Tibetan Studies conference in Leiden, tis publcation 
Seres il set a new standard in the dissemination of Tbetologicl rscarch. While, a5 
& whole, probably outside the inancial each of most individuals, it should be an 
integral part of all university libraies with an inerest in Tibetan Studies. To many. 
Tibetologists, these volumes will become a sandard work of reference, eflcting not 
only the currentstate of research but als llustrating the breadth of Tibetan studies in 
the 21st century 

wp) 

New publications on South A 

    

istan S RAAEASE, ot Putitin, 202 v130, 
“This e book s & phtographic record o the Bamiyan site following the destrction 
of the w0 colossal Buddhas, with brief captions in Japanese and English. but no 
‘ccompanying texi. Pate 1. 8 muralof 4 seated Buddha in Cave 330, has had it eyes 
deliberately Wwom away, but otherwise sits in mut estimony of Bamiyan's carly   influence on the style of Buddhist images i th region of Khotan on the southern silk 
Road. About hall the photographs in the book document the sorry destructon, not 
merely of the twio colossl Buddhas, but of many other caves; he remainder llusirte: 
the plight of the local inhabitants, ploughing with oxen as they have done for 
millennia, but lso using dogs imported from Germany to sniff out landmines. 

®W)
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OBITUARY 

Ksenia Borisovna Kepping (1927-2002) 
Ksenia Kepping was one of the foremost Tangut scholars in Europe and, for those of 
s who know no Rusian, e was the most important Tangut schola in the world for 
she also spoke and wrote pefect English I fecent years she spent several months in 
the Britsh Library working on the Tangut documenis in the Stin collection. With her 
eruditon, combined with an immensely charming and attractve personaliy,she was 
always a welcome visior 
Ksenia was bom in Tianjin, China, into a Rusian émigeé amily. Her father Boris von 
Kepping was Swedish and served as & White Ammy officer, He ied Russa for Harbin 
where he met and marred Olga Vikiorovna Sviatina. They eventually setied 
Tianjin where ther two daughters Were born. Ksenia's uncle, Vikior Svi 
ventually became the head of the ast Russian Orthodox Mission in Peking untl 
1954, Ksenia was very close o her uncle and greally respected his devotion (0 his 
faith and his honesty and integrity. She had intended o write sbout the end of the 
Russian Mission and was keen to have news of the fate of the buidings from recent 
visitors 1o Peking, though she remaincd nervous about adrmiting publcly to the 
family connection. 

  

  

  

In Tianjin, Ksenia attended the sccondary school of the Society of Soviet citizens 
unil the entire family was ‘repatriaed' to Russia. Archbishop Vikior was sppointed 
Metropoltan of Krasnodar bu th res of the family was sent to remote Kazalhstan 
and thei troubles were increased by having to leav all thir possessions behind a5 
there was 5o e room in the railway trucks. Ksenia's brillance and her mastery of 
(Chinese enabled her o enter the ‘St University of Middie Asi’ in Tashkent and 
Taterthe Faculty of Ortetal Studics n Leningrad State Uriversity where she studied 
i the Departmen of Chincse Philology between 1955 and 1959, 

  

Despite a divorce which ef her a single mather, Ksenia began to work in 196 n the Tangut collections made by Kozlov: She worked with E. T. Kyachanoy and M. V. 
Soffonov and ogether hey produced a Tangut dictonsry i 1969, Laer she made her 
‘own study of the Chincse military treatse Sunci bing/a in Tangut_ (published in 
1979). Ksenia's Chinese background was invaluabi i her work for the bsis of sudy 
of the language, thought and nstittion of the Tanguts was through the transation of 
Chincse texts: As the documentsin the collectons made by Kozlov and Stein were 
often fragmentary and extremely variedin type, anging from the logal code to poetry 
‘and folklore, Ksenia had o read very widely an reled a great deal on the exchange 
ofideas with scholar-rends i 4 variey offeds, 
It was clear from Ksenia's wide-ranging copversation when she was last in England 
tha she had many research plans. She was fscinated by the mystery o the death of 
‘Genghis Khan, wanted 0 replace th foreign, extemall imposed terms Tangut and 
Xixia with Minis, to understand the reason fo the isintegraton of the Mini stae 
‘and slso wanted 1 commemorat th servic of hr uncle Vikior Sadly, she died after 
an operation,leaving her twin sons Leonid and Boris, and many friends drawn (o e 
by her enthusiasm fo rsearch and her reat personal ¢harm and istinction, 
L am grateful to Ksenia's family for information and to my colleague Katia 
Rogstchevskaia for translation. 

Frances Wood, Curator of Chinese collectons 
The Briish Library, London, UK.  
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LIST OF LECTURES FOR 2003 

KINDLY NOTE THAT WE NOW HOST ONLY ONE EVENT EACH 

50 May 2003 
{Friday) 6 pm Lecure Theatre, SOAS 'Main 
15 November 2003 
(Thursiay) 6 pm 

SOAS, London 

TERM 

Protssor Deborsh Kmbarg Saer (s o Kustgsehici, University of Viewa, Aty The ytry f he Priniran B t Bomiyon 

Sun Shoyun (ndpenden Schls, UK ) 
“Acros he Himlayas Buddhs I and Chinese Gl Incolabosion wib Ao At nLondon 003 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

  

   

    

   

  

  

If you would like to advertise in the next issue of| 
the CIAA Newsletter, please contact us for the 
advertising rates: 
« full, half or quarter page 

enclosures 
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Dear Readers, 

  

e articles in this large issue cover an extensive range 
topics: two translated articles discuss the evidence of 

Sogdian dancers and Zoroastrian art on the basis of 
classical Chinese texts and realia; and two preliminary 
Ceports on excavations recently undertaken at the trading 
Stations Sengamedu and Sanjan in southern and western India 
respectively. We are also pleased to include a working 
Zeport on UNESCO’s initiatives at funding and repairing 
danaged Afghan sites, 

  

  

Readers will recall that in our last issue we carried a 
report on pp.17-18 about the Charles Masson Collection 
exhibition organized by Dr. Elizabeth Errington, Assistant 
Curator of South Asian Coing, The British Museu, London, 
UK. and funded by the Neil Kreitman Foundation and the 
Townley Group of the British Museum Friends. We wish to 
clarify that the report compiled by Karen Debrowska was 
extensively based on the literature contained in the miseun 
£lyer, texcual panels accompanying the exhibition, as well 
as'a talk delivered by br. Errington at the miseun and her 
article published in Minerva (November-December, 2002), Pp. 
5355 

  

  

We note with regret the passing of two stalwarts of 
Pakistan studies: Karl Jettmar (1918-2002) and Annemarie 
Schimmel (1922-2003) 
The committee congratulates Dr. Laura Vigo who was awarded 
her Bh.D. for her thesis on paiaco-ethnography and nomadic 
archacology in northeest China during the third and second 
millennia B.C. Shortly after the award she delivered a 
absorbing lecture for the CIAA on aspects of the Shajing 
Bronze Age culture of China. Professor Deborah Klimburg- 
Salter of the University of Vienna was our anmual visiting 
Tecturer. Having exanined Xuanzang's sojourn in the Bamiyan 
valley using the latest findings of Japanese scholarship. 
She proposed an alternative site for discovering the 
Zemaing of the Parinirvana Buddna   

We are very proud to note that one of the founders of CIAA, 
Dr. Lilla Russell-smith, has been nominated a fellow of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Her election marks her as 
the youngest fellow in the history of that Academy. In 
addition, we felicitate Professor Jénos Harmatta on 
Feceiving the Gold Medal of the Hungarian Academy of 
Sciences for his internationally acclaimed work in 
Classical and Oriental studies. 
We thank all our readers for their contributions and wish 
everyone pleasant surmer holidays. 

The CIRA Committee  
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