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YU GUO: THE FISH KINGDOM AND MASSAGETAE 

by Professor Yu Taishan, Instte of Histor, Chinese Academy of Social Science, ‘Bejing, People’s Republic of China 

“The tomb of Yu Hong, dated to the Sui dynasty (SS1-618 A.D.) has recently been 
excavated south of Wang Guo village, Jingyuan district, Taiyuan, Shanxi province, China. The epitaph on he tomib memorial tablt hs atacted scholars” attetion. This 
article focuses on the word "Yu Guo' (the Fish Kingdom), mentioned in Yu Hong’s 
epitaph, and it ink with Central Asia 

  

‘The cpitaph reads: “Yu Hong’s name is Mopan, & man from Helin in Yu (Fish) 
Kingdom. Yu Hong's arles ancestor, Gaoyang, migrated from Luhaito Kongshang, 
from Chixian to Puban. His descendants setld in Central Asia and lourished there 
Yo Hong's great-grand father, Nugi, was the leader of the Yo Kingdom,the so-called 
Lingmin qiuzhang. His fothe Jun Tuo was the leade of the Juen Kingdom. In my 
opinion, Lingmin giuzhang was  rbutary of the Xianbei but 10t a subject. 
“The epitaph reads: *An ancestor of Yu Hong strangely had eyes with double pupis. 
As'a powerful manager,his shining nfluence covered Anxi (Parthia) and Yuezhi. He 
wore ribbons and head ornaments, was protected by a canopy and served with a 
feather fan. 

s noteworthy that in the Hou Hanshu Xiyu huan after the Great Youczhi (end of 1* 
century B.C) esablished the Kushan kingdom in Bactria, hey continued 10 be called 
e Great Yuezhi by the Chinese. Hence the phrase, ‘Shining influence on Yuezhi', 
may indicate tha Yo Hong’s ancestors were related (6 the Kushans. 
It s also noteworthy tht,since the stle was insibed during the Sui dinasty, it i 
also possible that by *Ani they intended the Central Asian Sate of Bukhara (An 
Guo): According to S Sh-Xiyu huar 

The An Kingdom was the Anxi Kingdom in Han times. The king’s 
sumame was Zhaowu, coming from the same family of the king of 
Samarkand. His name was Shi Lideng. His wife was the princess of 
Samarkand. The Capita was located 10 the south of Nami River. The city 
had five zones, limited by imigated channels. The palace had  fa roof. 
“The king's throne was shaped s a golden camel 7.8 chi high. Each tme 
he gave audience, his wife accompanicd him. Three ministers equally 
‘administered the siate. Ther customs sre simila 0 those of Samarkand. 

  

  

  

  

Likewise, “Yuezh may not efe 0 the Gret Yuezhi mentioned in the Shi Ji Dayuan 
Liechuan or o the Kushans in the Houhanshu ~Xiyu Jhuan but o the mine tribes of 
Zhaows mentioned inthe Sui S Xiyu zhuan. 

Samarkand people are descendants of the Kangju. From Han times 
‘omwards they kept on being nomadic and never setled in one place. The 
King's sumame is Wun, h 1s & Yuezh. 

Since *Anxi’ was Partian Persian, and “Yezhi' was the “Yuezhi ibes suled along 
the Amu Darya, probably either the Kushans or the nine ribes of Zhaowy, the 
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original teritory of Yu Hong's ancestor could be trced back o Sogdians, located on 
he norhern bank of the A Darya or ‘Weishul' n the Chinese erm. 

  

1. Parthian, Yueshi and Kushan were alsetled along the Amu Darya. Sogdiana was 
s the main teritory of th nine tribes of Zhaowu 

2. The ealiest recorded evidence of Sogdiand stems from the Bebistun insripton of 
the Achaemenid cmperor, Darius I, where Sogdiana is listed a5 one of the 
‘Achsementd subject provinces. There i no doubt that this place was decply 
influenced by Persian culture. I is possible tha the strong Persian style in Yu 
Hong's tomb might be related o Sogiars. 

3. Yu Hong worked for the Jianshao Sabao during the Norther Zhou period. This 
was the office in charge of Sogdian people. Hence i isclear tht the rlationship. 

between Yu Hong and the Sogdians was quie  close one 
4. The Zoroastrian themes of Yu Hong's tomb pintings display an evident Sogdian 

flavour, This Would suggest that th funerary itual was performed by Sogdians. 
5. The epitaph describes Yu Hong as ‘Mo Pan'. 'Mo Pan’ is normally a Chinese 

name used by Sogdians during the Su and Tang periods, such Chao Mopi, Chao 
Mopan and He Mopan. 

  

   

“The Yu Kingdom was first cstablished i the mid 3 century B.C. in Sogdians; it 
therfore coincides with the so-called ‘Massagetae”. 

1. The word ‘Massagetae' firt appears in Herodotus' Histories, where thei frst 
setlement was already known (0 be situated on the northen bank of the Syr 
Darya. The Achaemenid emperor Cyrus the Grea (1558529 B.C.) attempted (o 
conquer the Massagetae, but his army was defeaid and he was killed inth batle. 
Later, the Issedones tibe, who originlly ived in th Il and Cha iver valeys, 
migrated (o the west,drving the Massagetae to Sogdiana along the southem bank 
of the Syr Darya. The migration happenid between $29 and 21 B.C. afte the 
death of Cyrus and before the enhronement of Darius I (521486 B.C). This 
Can b proved by the fat hat when Alexander the Great met the Massagetae, ll 
of them lived on the southern bank o Syr Darya. This shows that the Massagetse 
had already setied in Sogdiana as carl as 521 B.C., when Darius T came to the 
throne. This recals th stuation of Yu, Hong's ancesor ribe. 

2. According to Herodotas, the Massagetac, ‘never plough any wheat, but live on 
Stk breeding and fishin, because in the Araxes (Syr) iver, there i plenty of 
fish.! (Histories, T, 216). Massagetac peopl lived slong the bank of the Syr Darya 
and thived on fishing, hence their name the “Fish Kingdom' 

3. The original meaning of ‘Massagetae s ‘ish’,because in the Avestan language 
fish is masjo (Sanskrit matsya). I so, "Massagetae’ in Chinese translation would 
be ‘Fish Kingdom'. 

  

To sum up, Yu Hong’s ancestors e the Massageta, since they migrated from the 
norther bank of the $yr Darya (o Sogdiana, where they encounteted te Parthian and 
Yuezhi peopl. crossed the Amu Darya, and migrated eastwards to China, where, 
under heir leader, Lingmin giuzhng, thy were ruled by the Tuoba Xianbei 
Since the pronunciation of Fish’ (ngia) and the sumame *Yu' (ngiua) s similar, Yu 
Hong regarded himself as the descendant of the carliest Chinese leader Y- shun’- 
“This would scem a bit fr-etched. However, the similar pronunciation is not the only 
reason for Yu Hong (0 idenify himself as  descendantof "Yu-shun. 

  

1. Firstof all,the Fish Kingdom was a branch of the Massagetae, which had a long 
history,as fong a that of Yu-shun's family “You-yu' (one of the eaist ancestors 
of the Chinese people). 2. Secondly, since the Massagetse migrated from the norther bank of the Syr Darya 
1o Sogdiana, they had mingled both culture and biood with the nine iribes of 
Zhaowu, who were well-identified as the descendants of the Yuezhi, as was
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recorded in Sui Shu-Xiy zhuan. It s noticeable that the tibal name “Yue' has 
Simila pronunciation s the sumame Yu' 

3. According to the Shi Ji, Wudi Ben Ji (chapter of Five Emperors), *Yu-shun 
practised ploughing at Lishan, locals then gave him land to arm; he went fishing o the Leizhe river, and local people et him say: he made patiery along the river 
bank, using allthe materials accessible. One year later his home developed o a 
vilage, wo years lter it became a town, thee years lter it became a capita. 
Thus we know Yo-shun was good a ishing, 

4. Yu-shun had cyes with double pupils and coincidentally, the Yu family from 
(Central Asia also had double eye pupils. According 10 the Suf S, chapier 64 - 
“The Biography of Yo Ju-luo - *Yu Juluo lived in Feng-ju xia-gui. He had an 
extraordinary appearance for example eyes with double pupils.” If we consider 
hat in the serip of Yo Hong's tomb sicle, t 1 mentioned hat *Yu-shun ad two. 
remarkable cycs with double pupils, it i very possible that Yo Hong himsel had 
double pupis s well 

5. A contemporary of Yu Ju-uo s the istrical characte, Yo Qingzhe. According 
0 the Su Shu, chapter 40 - the Biography of Yu Qingzhe - *Yu Qingzhe, was § 
chi tall, brave and powerful, fluent in Xianbe language, wore heavy armour, held 
o swords and used to ide around on  horse and shoot, frightening local 
Knights.” Although it does not mention whether h had doubie pupls, i is very 
simila o Yu Ju-luo's account: Ju-1uo s s al a 8 chi, has powerfully muscled 
arms and a loud voice which could be heard at  hundred yards':in @ batde, Ju- 
1o fought aganst several warrors, he frightened them ail by opening his eyes, 
shouting loudly and riding his horse around s fust s the wind', Furthern 
Qingzhe's son Kisoren, ‘preferred a ife of luxury. he always took camels with 
him {0 carry wate bolils in order o tend fish. | belicve tha the fact that he 

led himself greatl (o end fish does not mean he preferred a lf of luxury, 
but that he followed te family tradition of risin fish. 

6. The bithplace of Yu-shun is located in southern Shanxi province, close (0 Yu 
Hong's tomb. It seems that Yo Hong chose tislocaton on purpose. 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

“To sum up, although ther is no direct evidence 10 show that the Massagetae had 3 
close elaionship with the Yu-shun family i is noteworthy that the tomb owner Yu 
Hong planned to idenify himself as Yu-shan's descendant. 
During the Sui and Tang periods, Yu Hong’s tomb inscription i notalone, The tomb 
stcle of many other thri people demonsirate that they identified themselves s the 
escendants o tis arly eader of the Chincse. It s beyond the legend and somehow 
makes sens. Letustakethe tomb stle of Long Run from Taiyuan for example: 

Long Run, middie name Heng-gie, lived in Dinzhou Jingyang. .. His 
ancestor was the earliest Chincse Icader Shaohao, and fater was the 
generalof the Western Chu. During the Yuandi era of Han, his sumame 
Was honoured by Shiyou. 

From rescarch we know that the Long family was originally from Yangi in Central 
st and lte seted i China; the surmame Long s the royal family name in Yangi. | 
beleve that Long Run regarded himself asthe descendan of Shaoho. 

  According to Historical records, ‘Long was the official Na-yan of Yu-shun; his 
children used ther father's frst. name 3 ther sumame. Meanwhile, Dongfu, whose 
Sumame used 1o be Ji, was given the honorifc sumame Long by the king, since he 
{ended the king's dragons'. Therefre the surmame Long s o two origins: one i from 
offcial Na-yan of Yu-shun, th other is from the dragon care of Dongfu. From the 
Sele we leam that Long Ru was the descendant of Dongfu. 

    

Translaed by Laura Vigo, Independent Scholar, UK. and MM.  
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THE 

  

COVERY OF A BACTRIAN INSCRIPTION IN EASTERN INDIA 

by B. N. Mukherjee, Carmichael Professor of Ancient Hitory and Culture Emeritus 
Universty of Caleutia, India 

Some time ago I noticed in the callecion of G. S. De of Habra (West Benga, Indis) 
{ermacots objet discovered o Chandraketugarh,the famous archacological st of the 
Tate centries B.C. and early cenuries A.D:, i the distictof 24 Parganas (North)in 
West Bengal, India. The object i slighly curved a the bottom. I gradually upers of 
upwards. i height s 10 e t measures .5 cm at the base and 2 cm a the 9p. 

  

Inside a borderof dots & woman wearing along garment (2 hifon?)stands (0 theright 
her e, She holds in her hal-raised hands an objct of bone with an animl headed 
top. An animal (an il represened Hion) stands near her feet. There is  canopy above 
et head. 8 seen sbove the heads of fermale deites on severa coins and i  number 
of sculpturesof Mathura o . 1*century BC. to 1°2" century AD ) (Fig1) 

  

  

  

Fig. 1. Teracoapsqe rom Chanrsketogrh shoving feme e d criptios. 

“The female can be idenified with the Babylonian goddess Nand. The lion and beasts 
in'genera are known 1o have been assoctted with hr. She became popular in the 
mordhwest of the Indian subcontinent and it borderlands in c. 1* cenury B.C.. and 
early centuies A.D." Behind or on the righ of the woman appears an inscription in 
the Kharoshi-Brahmi scipt,® which s now known to have been introduced in ower 

TN, Mokbere, Nond an Lion—A sy in ashana Nismaic A, Calcots, 1963, pp 1112 * Fo ustificton of the adopion of th spelling ‘Kharosr i nt the genaaly sied speling 
Kb, s Th Jsrnl o he A Socley,Caleus 1981, 144146 
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West Bengal (including ancient Vangs) by groups of migrants (especialy traders) 
from the northwes» of the subcontinent (the homeland of Kharosht) n the the 1" or 
2 century A.D. It continoed o bein use there up o c.carly 5* century AD 

  

  crption in the mixed scipt (consisting of Brahmi and Khroshti lters) has o 
e sensibly read from inside and alo from lef o rght (as is usual with Brahm) and 
ot from right to et (s i the ule with Kharosh,since the first lettr is 4 Brshmi 
Kha* It can now be read s Kha'iyajamo (Fig2). The first of the characters is in 
Brahmi and th fest are in Kharosht The lst lter ma with medial o s a indicaton 
for & nominative singula in Praksit. Kharoshi was used for writing northwestem 
Prakeit i the Indian subcontinent. This practice was retined in writing Kharosht 

A 
a 

><O/°20/\10 

b 

  

  

  

      

i 2 Eye opyof he Kbt B scrption 0 ht oftheBacria e (9 onthe 
clevant e mprssion. The Khroshi- rahs ascrponsppars behd e Gdics N, (on o It the sl o) sl with the it et o the Bt egnd (he Grek et ci eind e o The ot o h B egnd n Crek chacters apeas o h ront of e foddss (o 

e bt of th et impesiony, 

After the Kharosht inscription ther i the Greek leter ch (1), which belongs (0 an 
inscripton in Greek characters. I continues inthe ront (o ef) of th female figure 
(e viewer's right). I can be read from inside and from left o right as follows: 
xoizomo (Figs. 1 &2) 

BN, Makhere, Kbt sod Kacoshis B nscripion in West Bengal (", T ndin e Bl o XXV, Clcat, 190, (e, KKBI, p 101 aga wes pimarly s 200 o Bram, Tore mgrans bean by wing Ko, hir own schp,Gradusly,howeve, by adoied 
¥ mined sy convsin of Khar 4o B s (HON 39, pp. 154) 
i e Bl of he Schol ofOretl and Aican S, XXI   4960y 47  
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“The termination in micron indicate that the Janguage is Bactran This was used in 
ancient Bacria (northern Afghanistan) and the Greek script was employed (at lesst 

Tor s certain priod, incuing the time of the Kushans) forwritng his language. 
Apparently th relevant seal matrx belonged to  Bactran, We shall have (o consider 
the Bactran 5 a (iemporary) resident among the Kharosht and Kharoshti-Brahmi 
using populaion n Vanga 
Inany case the sealimpression provides us with th first eve discovery of a Bactrian 
inscripion in Eastem India. Her lies s importance. 

  

ADJI KUI NECROPOLIS: SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER MISSION 2001, PRELIMINARY REPORT 

By Profssor Gabriele Rossi-Osmida, Assistans Presiden, Ligabue Sty and Rescarch Cnire Veice, faly and Director of Archacological Excavaions, Ad K, Turtmenisian 
‘o . Berdy Udewmuradov, Archacologis Inspector. National Depariment for 

Protection. Research and Restoraion of Historical and Cultural Monumenss, 
Minisiryof Culture, Ashgabar, Turkmenistan 

Following the conclusion of research at the Gonur depe necropols, the National 
Deprment for Proection, Research and Restoration o Historical Moruments of the 
Ministry of Culure of Turkmenistan, and the Ligabue Study and Research Cente of 
Venice, ltly, decided to contnue thei frufful ten-year colaboration by initaling 3 
new cyele of archaeologicalfeseaeh ito the proto-urban stements of Margiana. 

  

  

By common assent, the choice for inital investigations fell upon the Adji Kui 
complex (Mary Velajt, 70 km north of Mary, Turkmenistan) where, in Sepiember- 
‘Getober 2001, the first mission was caried out. I aim was the investgation of the 
sites of Adji Kui 1 (AKI) and Adj Kui 9 (AKO), because they are the best preserved, 
and also because they have not et been explored. 
The professionalism of the technicians, together with the workforce and perfect 
mutul understnding between the specialiss Who took part in this initial campaign. 
led 1o the rapid identifcation in AKI of a setlement, and at AK9 of remains of 
forifications, ogether with the identifcation of 4 vas burial area between the two 
sits. 

  

Brie history of the research. 
16 we leave aside th chance excavtions caried out t the beginnin of the st e by Camghe Intation mssion undt e eadesip of Raphal Pumpe ot o et o s ilorion B b o e chanclgicl resarch i the egion of the ower Murgh Coincdes i h sting 501 he FAhasoiogical Expediion Complex m Sou Trkmenisan (1946),unde 

Bl of he School of Oresland Afcan S, 1960, o, XXIIL pp 47 
JKKBLp 161 *The gelogs Raphael Pumelly (IS7-1959),frmous fo having carid out he frst extensive 
vy of th Gobi Desrt (18611965, undero s reseaches 1904, s he discovery f the imous skt o Ans 1V L BC): it Pupely. R Explortons n rkesan, Expedton of 
1565 Wasbngion 190
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‘whose direction the first excavations were carred out by Vadim M. Masson between 
19534 and 1956. 
“This was followed by along period of sience. 
A the begiming of he Sevene, discoveies made in norher Afghnisan and 
Souther Usbekista reawakened (h inieres of a new generation of rchicologits in 
Souther Turkmenistan. 
1 1972, the “Margiana Archsclogial Expediion” was set up ithin the Academy ofScences of he USSR n he s yea! pospecting exediions wer cuied o e sementsof Auchin-depe an Takhirbr 
‘Two years lte, the Socialst Republic of Turkmenistan decided to carry out its own 
archacological rescarches, and organised a special team from the *S. Batyrov” 
Historial Institut, under he direction of Iminjan S. Masimov who, between 1975 
and 1976, identificd  new, and significanty large, group o Bronze Age setlements 
{nthe rangle between Takir Kele, Adi Kui and Adam-Bassan'. 

  

   
In the concluding report o this campaign, regarding the site of Adji Kui, Masimov 
e “ight monumens dating from he Bonge Age areconceiried roundthe 
ousis of Adji Kui, 16 kilometres NNE of Adam-Bassan. 

  

“The largest i the Adji Kui depe 1, longin shape and orentated NE-SW, about 330 
metres long, with a diameter of more than 200 metres and a height of about 3.5 
metres. Inthe northern part of the depe  single grave had been dug out. The bocs 
Were i a poor sate of conservation and th skeleton ay i a foeal postion with the 
head tmed towards N. In the grave were found 9 pts, a stone spindie a few faience 
beads,  bronze bracele and & copper carrng near the deceased's head. In another 
Colony belonging o this group, Adji Kui 4, the remains of a potier’s oven with two 
levels, of eliptical shape, were found. The mouth of the fireplace was orienied 
{owards southgast. The ol length ofthe oven was 3.2 metes,the diameterof the 
Kin 2.1 metres™ 

  

Alsoin 1974, the archacologist Vietor . Sarianidi, under the aegs of the MA project 
of the Acadeiny of Sciences of the USSR, had started his own researches in Margiana, 
a the sites of Togolog and Gonur-dcpe. As soon as he knew about the new 
iscoveries i the lower Murghab caried out by Masimov, he decided t dedicate the 
‘autumn 1978 mission (o the exploration of the sites of Kelleli 4 and Adji Kui 8, in 
order o get  clearer undersanding of the station”. 
‘Wit regard to the later site, Sarianidi wrote: “Adji Kui 8 was the central colony of 
the oasis of Adji Kui, Archacologica idetificaion concluded with the discovery of 3 
complex which could for the time being be considered a fortress or an acropols, 
Sumounded by walls on the outside. These fortress walls were one metre thick, and 
inside there was system o pillrs which may have been constructed (o reinforce the 
wals, The vitually complet discovery of the Iayout has brought (0 light a sries of 
rooms connected (o each other. One of them presented niches i the wall (tree in 
cach wall and in the middle o the wester wall there was a recessed frcplace with a 
Chimney. This building was probably the residence of a “provincial” governor o the 
oasi eriory of Adji Ku™ 

    

+ Masimor, 5. nd Lyspin, A, Archolog-topografieskie v izoviak devoego Murgab, 
hveccolgietic e 1976 goda”-p 552 Mosk 197 i L5 I s umskow Epok Bronsy mzove Murgabs, SviskpsArchacologia. 
Moskws 197,114 S, VL. Dreonot strany Margash, Ashgsbo 1990, pp110; Suinid V.1 Margana and 
Prataiorogiiaim, Abens 199, 3233  



  
CIAA Newsletter Issue #16 Articles 

‘Considering tht the Russian archacologis's excavalions had the aim of investigating 
the sequental sraa of setlement and that, a a e, he brought o light only 4 very 
Timited surfuce area i s diffcul 0 see how he could define AKS as “the central 
colony of the oasis™, conflcting with Masimov, wh atibuted this function to AK1 
i not possible 1o express any opinion regarding his idea that AKS was “the 
residence of a provincial govemnor since we do not know on what he based this 
affmation 

  

  

    
  

Fora further twenty years, the oass of Adji Kui was forgolen by researchers and was 
exposed t0 unconirlled agricutural eclamation work, which destroyed most o the 
sits. In 1992, in order (0 safeguard the istorical and archacological monuments of 
the county. President Sapammurat Turkmenbashi promulgated a law, thanks (0 which 
the oass of Adj Kui was placed under the guardianship of the Ministry of Culture, 
which prevented any further devastation. In- 1997 Iminjan Masimov and Berdy 
Udeumuradoy, accompanied by an Lalian mission from ISIAO, went 0 the Adji Ko 
complex, with he aim of redrawing the archacological map of the Murgha dela. 
On that occasion Sandro Salvatori decided to dig a trench, 3 metres by 2, in the depe 
of AKI and AKS, in order to verify sequences. However, given the brif period of e thisdisposl (1t one ). he ha 10 abandon e cgaion 2 s from 

the surface". = 

  

1 should be noted that at the conclusion of ISMEO's (now ISIAQ'S) work on the 
complex of Adji Kui, only sies AK2, AKS, AKS (grouped together under . 413) and 
'AKS were reported on. AKS s not mentianed, while il can be undersiood that AKI 
cormesponds . 406, caled here simply “Adzj Kui". I i described as a “very large site (sbout 3.5 hi) with high densiy of potcry; it is divided i three pars,th first 
one in the cente i afortification (3.5 high), the sccond SW and third (15 high?). In 
the NE of the st thee are three modem water basins. Chronology: LBA"™ 

  

Sites AKI and AK have been explictly indicated by Sandro Salvatori in a recent snd 
well.documented. work on Bactrian-Margian scals, in which several examples 
collcted by the author at surface evels are shown in detai”. As fa 35 the tranches 
are concented, there is no direet information. However, in the same publicaton, the 
results of radiometric nalyss caried ou on thece samples from AK9 i reporied.   

Investigations at AK1 and AK9 
“The mission inthe autumn of 2001 was dedicsted to the idensifiation of sts at Adji 
Kui and to the collecting of the necessary documentation in order o establish the 
feasibility o camying out regular excavations in his complex. 
Firs of all, minut clearing of the surface and of objects ws caried out, together 
with a collecion of artices discovered (potery fragments, stone and bronze seals, 
fragments of Margian-type statuetics, fragments of command batons, beads, 

S 1990 .2, p.; S 198,65 7,p.52 * e Sators e w hve 1 ur s pened  vestigaion che The s which 
e o he et et ofth el i pot e found 3.6, o he srfce. 
1 Gubscy e, The Archacooscl Map O The Murghb D reminry Reports 1991995 
Rome 1598235 St s and Margiana Sl A New Assssmen of he Chroolois Poston nd . g Sy Erand We, Rama 2000 PRest of sy G0Cal BC - Osc reguing e e sampls ke AKD - US 7 = 24601 
2126, AK9 U39 = 229011920 AK9 - US 1 = 3500/ 2700 . 102) 
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fragments of pins in bone and ivory, ctc.) then, & map of the enire area under 
cxamination was drawn up Wih he i3 of 3 headoic and GPS. The resut showed et he sement rc occupied by AK] covered abou 35,000’ (33 hectare) nd 
hatof AK9 was 10,000 (1 heear). 

  

Atthe same time, two tranches were cut in AKI and AKO 1o determine sirstigraphic 
vidence. The AKI tranche, dug at the sumimit of the depe. allowed us o dentiy st 
3168 metres from the surface, wall structures with sun-ired bricks and an oven, from 
Which samples o ash and carbon weretaken forrdiometric analyss (C14). 
“The AKS tranche was also dug a the summit of the depe. Here, at 1.70-L75 metres 
from the surface, wall sirctures were reached which seemed (o Show the presence of 
a corrdor. Al the bottom of one of these siructures was found a pile of spheroid 
ot i unfred lay.which nold gt thet s hd s T i 

uring clearance work between AK1 and AKD, a vast area was idenified 4s being & 
necropolis, and 38 graves were explored 

  

“The typology of funerary strctures o far identifid is more o less the same as that 
alrady noted at Gonur: simple graves, cists, pseudocatacombs and mavsoleurs. 
Rightrom e st howevr, e et igicntdiffrnces s o s prcnsges 
were concemed. In fact, a Gonur-depe, the mst diffused type of burial was the 
pseudo-catacomb (T0%). while at Adjt Kui, according (o preliminary investgations, 
he number i consderably les: ust 3 out of 50. This is not al: the plan of two or 
thre tombs was compleely differet from the classic pseudo-catacombs of Gonur, in 
tha they presenied 4 cirular dromios Which gave access (o the funerary chamber, 
Without a offerng niche. 

  

‘The consistent presence of cist-tombs was also intrestng. If we bearin mind tha this 
typology at Gonur averages 20 graves inevery 1000, and that at Adj Kui 14 out o 38 
e already been identfed, t would scem righ to pay paricular atenton (o this 
fat, It is il 100 early 1o look for precise reasons, but it may be just due (0 the 
particular type of environment in which the necropois i situsted, chiractersed a5 it 

by surface groundwatersrta. 
  

“The position of the Adji Kui complex,near an ancient branch of the Murghab and i a 
natural depression, migh suggest that even afte the drying up o surface wlet o, 
there was st a groundwate sratum very clos (o the surface. This statum, fed by 
water infitration from the ancient Murghab, had alrady soaked the sediments in 
which the graves were dug (teport by Bruno Marcolongo-CNR, Padua, taly). For this 
reason, protecive brick walls were constructd, even If this protection was fr from 
‘guaraniceing total waterproofing. Indeed, as th level of the stratum oscillted, the 
fombs iled with water priodicaily, eading to decompasition of organic emains and 
the consequen formation of saltpetre”. Diluted with water, i spread everywhere, 
even reaching the ground lvel of the oasi. During periods of hydraulc sugnatio 
the waterbecame undrinkable.In fac, “Adji Ku”,in Turkmen, means “biter water”. 

  

  

“This picture, charactersed by the presence of groundwatr sirata subject 0 variable 
hydraulic regimes, could exphin the ilevant percentage of pseudo-catacombs (they 
need o be dug more than one metre below ground level, and also the tendency (o 
Tavour cisttombs, which sed wal structuresin order (0 protect the inhumatons.   

7 Vinually il e st explored showed  sigificsnt presence of spete (posson it KNGS, which impregmtc bth - brick and poery, el st them: I shoud be 
Temerered ht St s sl whch b producd Spomaneouly by the puclacion ofargnic ibances and he st over 3 long perod o e o dare s, pertialy s 
et e, 

n  
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Conclusions 
Preliminary investgations carred out during this first campaign have revealed the 
presence of 4 close inerrlationship between the structures identified and their 
Environment, while the frst inds collcied on the surface and from the 38 explored 
raves would alrcady seem o suggest the existence of close contacts with other 
Sounties and cultures of the ime. 
“The sies investigated promise o be of immense interet. As a result, the National 
Departmen for the Protection, Research and Restoration of Historical and Cultural 
monuments of Turkmenistan has enlarged the proected area which aleady includes 
'AKI 3nd AKS, and has obtaind for this mission a goverment concession sine die n 
Sccordance with the law of 19 February 1992 promulgated by President Saparmurat 
Tukmenbashi. 

Addendum, January 2003 
‘The inspection of necropolis no. 1 and the work area have been completed. We have 
begun o excavate the acropols and found parts of the perimeter walls and some 
towers with rectangular bases. In adition two further necropoli have been identified: 
ne badiy ravaged in sntiquiy, and one which appears (0 be inact. We have also 
Excavated  arge vauled kin and & drsinage system for run-off wate. The drafting of 
 prefiminary detale report i underway. 
  

    
  
  Fi. 1. Draving of Tor 7 of he Ady Kot mecrpots where,beses e vases & stoe command o and e e rmbands s o 

 



CIAA Newsletter Issue #16 Articles 

  

Fig. 2 Dravin fthe il sl rscovered from T 40f e A K ecopols  
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NEWS BULLETIN 

(Chairin Chinese and East Asian Art at SOAS, London, UK. 
‘The School of Oriental & Afican Studies (SOAS), University of London, nvites 
applicatons for the Percival David Chair of Chinese and East Asian Art, which will 
be'held in the Department of Ar and Archacology, Faculty of Ars & Humaniies 
'SOAS has custody of the Percival David Collecion of Chinese ceramics and rare 
primed books, and is seeking to furthr develop the potental of the Collection as & 
Tesource for academic eaching and research 

  

‘The person appointed will be expected to enhance the academic standing of the 
Scloo by camying out and publishin research o the highest quality and by ectring 
and wioring students o a high academic standard, and also 10 provide academic 
eadership up 10 the most senior level, especially by developing links between the 
Percival David Collection of Chinese At and the teaching and research acivity of the 
School. 
Al fields will be considered. The successful candidate will be expected (0 have & 
distinguished publication record, competence in relevant languages, cxicnsive 
experience in undergraduate and postgraduate education. A specialis knowledge of 
he History of Chincse andlor ther East Asian Art and competence in the rlevant 
language(s)is essenial, 

  

“This post will e effective from 1 September 2003. Application forms and futther 
ulars may be obtined from The Human Resources Departmen, School of 

lental and Afican Studics, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WCIH 
OXG, UK. Tel: +44 (0)20 7698 4134 fax: +44 (0)20 7898 4129; E-mail 
humintesources @ soas ac.uk. No Agencies. Candidates may suppor their appliction 
with a ull curriculn vitae and send i o Professor B. R. Tomlison, Dean, Faculty 
of Arts & Humanities;¢.mail: 12 soss.c.uk The closing date for applicationsis 13 
Tanuary 2003 

     

  

Numata Lectures at SOAS, London, UK. 
Professor Jens Braarvig from Oslo, Norway gave a series o lectures and a muli 
session Seminar during the Autumn term at SOAS as part of the Bukkyo Dendo 
Kyokai Visiting Professorship 2002. The frst lecure on Thursday, 26 September, 
was followed by 4 reception for the spezker and all those atending his lecture. The 
lecture was on “The Buddhist Manuseripts in the Schayen Collecion”. The second 
lecture continued to pursue this (opic, while the ensuing cight lectures were all on 
different aspects of Dichotomics in Buddhism. The il of the seminar was “The 
‘Thesaurus Litraturae Buddhicae. The preparaion of the materals for the Thesaurus 
Literarse Buddhicae: An introduction o he projec, and discussion of the Sanskit, 
Tibetan and Chinese versions of the Sarvadharmapravrtinirdesha from the Schgyen 
coliecton, the Sanghabhedavastu snd other materals for the trilingual computer 
Gictionary of Buddhism”  
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Yarshater Lectures at SOAS, London, UK. 
The Ehsan Yarshater Lectures, sponsored by The Persian Heritage Foundation, New 
York,are one of the most presigious seris of disquistions in Iranian stuies and are 
regulirly held at Columbi, Harvard, UCLA, SOAS and the Colége de France, The 
Tourth i this seris,enited “The appearance of Persian on Islamic works of rt” wis 
presented by Professor Bemard O' Kane of the American University in Cairo, Egypt 
aSOAS, University of London, UK. in December 2002. 

   

‘Subjects addressed were “Linguisti and Atistic Shu'ubiya’ “The Saljugs: Persian 
Verses inand Silvr and Lusie”; “From India 0 Iran, from Mystics to Mongols”: and 
“Posts, Warriors and Sufis: the Timurid and Safavid Culmination”. These lectures 
were jintly organised by the Islamic Art Circle and the Cente of Near and Middle 
East Studics, SOAS. For more information contact Edward Gibbs. Tel: +44 (0) 20 
7462 3224; - mail: edwardgibbs @hotmai com 

  

  

“Istamic Incense burners and the influence of Buddhist Art", SOAS, London, 
UK   

‘The January lecture of the Islamic Art Circle will be given by Professor Geza 
Fehrvar (SOAS, Emeritus) on Wednesday 15 January 2003 at 7pm in Room B 102, 
Brunei Gallery, SOAS. In association with the Cenire for Near & Middie East 
Studies. Chair. Prof. Doris Belvens. Abousif. Stff and student are welcome.For 
more information e-mail Edward Gibbs cdwardgibbs @hotmailcom 

  

‘The 5* Toby Falk Memorial Lecture at SOAS, London, UK. 
Robert Skelton, Keeper Emeritus, Indian Department, Victoria & Albert Museum, 
London, UK. will deliver the lectore entiled “Sultanate Painting_in India” on 
‘Thursday, 1 May 2003, at 7 pm. in SOAS, Basement Lecture Theate, Pilips (Mair) 
Building, London. These Iectures are joinly organised by the Islamic AR Circle, 
Indian AR Cicle and the Centre of Near and Middle East Stuis, SOAS. Admission 
is free. For more information contact Edward Gibbs Tel: +44 (0) 20 7462 3228; - 
mail edwardgibbs @hotmailcom 

  

  

Dastur Kutar Memorial Lecture at SOAS, London, UK. 
Instituted st SOAS by Dr. Shirinbanoo Kuta in memory of her lte husband and High 
prest of the Briish Zoroastran commurity, the sixth lecture i this series will be 
Gelivered by Professor Dr. Maria Macuch from the Institut ur Tranistk, Freie 
Universiat Berln, entited “Animal Rights in Sasanian Iran” on Thursday, | May 2003, at 630 p.m.,in the Brunei Gallery Lecture Theatre, School of Oriental and 
‘Afrcan Studies, Universty of London, Thorhaugh Stret, Russell Square, London 
WCIHOXG, UK. 

  

   

Elley Zeitiyn Lecture, The British Academy, London 
“The Elsey Zeitlyn Lecture on Chinese Archacology and Culture took plce, hosted by The Brtish Academy, on Thursday 24 October 2002. Enitled *Coltural Interaction 
between China and Central Asia during the Bronze and Early Iron Ages”, it was 
delivered by Dr Jianjun Mei from the Tokyo National Museum. For further 
information and an absirct, contact The Brtsh Academy, 10 Carlton House Terrace, 
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London SWIY SAH, UK. Tel: +44 20 7969 5246/5264; e-mail 
lectures @britac ack 

Afghanistan Study Day at the British Museum, London, UK. 
“The British Muscum, London hosid s on day sty seinar on Afghan heriagesnd culture on 16 Noverber 2002 i the B Lecture Theatr, The following speakers 
Gelivered talks: Neil MacGregor, The Briih Museur, “Afghinisan at the Brih Muscum Peter Marsden, Co-ordinator British Agencies. Afghanistan Group,"Oterview o récent polical eveis in Afghanisarcs Michacl Wills, The Brit Mascum, “Re-wriing (e histry of Ancent Afghaistan: Rcent resesrch on 
collctons in Britain's Kate Fitz Gibon, “The textle ar of the Lk and.the Nomadic Tradition': Paul BuchereDietschi, Dirctor, Bibotheca Afghanica, “The ‘Afghanistan Museun in exlie: A unigue stempt o safeguard culural heiage outsidea sone of confliet Gregory L Posschl, Universy of Pennsyvania Muscu, 
TS *Carles Masson: An archaeclogical Adventurer n Afghamsan': Joe Crio, “The Brtish Muscum, “The discovery ofthe history of he Greek in Afghanistan's i addiion, Asidulah Souren Mehian-Chirvani (CNRS), spoke on a tpic relted o e saric metalwork of Afghaisan. Th stdy day also featured 3 parel discusion 
eniied “Saving he heritage of Afghanistan: the iiemational respons’ Speakers included Mounsr Bouchenaki, UNESCO; Paul Bermard, Former Direcior of the Déégtion Archéologique Franaise en Afghanstan: Andica Bruno, Tstiulo ialisno per 1Al  'Orene: Robrt Ko, The bridsh Museum. For more eta,conact 
e i Muscum. wwwrhebrdshrmuscum ¢ ok (s 3150 CIAA Newsiser 15, June 2002, 269) 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

At the time of the Study Day there were three relted exhibitions at The Britsh 
Museum: “Discovering Afghanistan” which continues until 9 January 2003 (sec 
CIAA Newsletter 15, June 2002, pp. 43-4), “Lakai Uzbek embroideries from 
‘Afghanistan” also unii 9 January 2003, and Photographs of Afghanistan, consisting of two sections, “Chronotopia” by Simon Norfolk and “Brezhnev's Advenures” by 
‘Ajmal Maiwandi in the Foyers of the Clore Centre continuing unil 15 December 
2000, 

  

  

  

Begram Runway Preserves Afghanistan's Ancient Heritage. 
In July 1833, Charles Masson discovered the remains of an immense ancient city on 
the piain of Begram, 10 the north of Kabul. Moder opinion confirms his 
idenifcation of the site as Alexandria ad Caucasum, one of the cities founded by 
‘Alexander the Great. In the 19305, the southern part of the site was excavated; the est 
was never nvestigated and now lés buried beneath th milltary ai base    
According to Elizabeth Erington of the British Museun's Department of Coins and 
Medals, the concrete o the rnaway s possibly th best guarantee of prescrvtion for 
the antiguities. She s co-ordinating the muscum's Masson Project with Joe Cribb 
‘They ar tacing the development of the history of Afghanistan through the carly 19th 
century collection of aniquies by Chiries Masson, an intrepid traveller with a sense: 
of humour. In the 1930s French archacologiss discovered his grafft in a cave 
above a 55 metre Buddha at Bamiyan: “If ny fool this high samootch explore, know 
(Charles Masson has been there before” 

  

  

‘The Buddha, a vietim of the Taliban regime's orgy of destruction,is no more but 
Masson's discoverics have been given & new Iease of lfe through an cxhibition 
Discovering Ancient Afghanistan: The Masson Collection which is running untl 9 
January 2003 at the museu. Masson estimated he collected about 68,800 (mosly 

n  
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copper)coins, 1267 ings and seals, 370 omaments and 17 intagios (engraved gems) 
from the Begram sit.(sce CIAA Newsletter 15, June 2002, pp. 28.9.) 
He was an intriguing character luent in several anguages. The Ialian thought he 
was French, the French thought he was Ttlan, he managed to persuade the British 
hat he was an American."He wroe poetry but i gotbad eviews", Crbb recall. 
Reports which reached the Briish East India Company in 1832 described him as *an 
American gentleman... well versed in the language of the East, and of mild and 
conciliatory manner ith grey eyes, red beard. the hair of his head close cut, o 
Stockings or shoes, a green cap on his head and a drinking cup slung over his 
Shoulder. He had with him two of three books and an sstrolabe 
“The reports were followed by a proposal from Masson himself for funding to explore 
the ancient sites of Afghanistan, But first mpressions were decepiive. By 1535 his 
rue identity was revealed as James Lewis, an English deserter from the Bengal 
‘Arillry regiment in 1827 who spent fve years s a finerant'American’ traveller in 
lands beyond Briish control. In etun for & royal pardon, he was forced (0 become a 
“newswiter (intlligence agent) forthe British in Kabul. 

  

Masson was dismissed by many of his contemporaries a a deserter, adventure, spy 
and writerof bad verse. He was also unforgivably proved rightin his criticsm of the 
British East India Company's policies that led to he disasrous First Anglo-Afghan 
War (1838.42). 
From 183337 Masson was employed by the Britsh Esst India Company in 
Afghanistan o cxplore ancient sites, He surveyed o excavated mor than 50 Buddhist 
monuments n the Kabul and Jalalabad regions. He also amassed a huge collecion of 
bjects and coins from the Kabul bzaar. The arefacts range from the Greek through 
{o'th Islamic period (3rd century B.C.-16” century A.D.). Mostofthe finds were sent 
1o the East India Company's Museuin London. From 1878.52 the Briish Museum 
inherited part of this collcctin, including gbout 2000 coins, bul virtually o 
documentaion. Many more coins Were sold at auction in 1887 - some of which were 
later acquired by the museum - while the residue of about 6,000 coins from his 
collction came o the museum on permanent loan from the British Library's India 
Offce Callections in 1995. 

  

  

The Masson Project evolved from the realisation that Masson's own detailed, 
illustrated records survive, principaly i the India Ofice Collections o the Britsh 
Library. They are being used o icentfy and document fnds n his collection and ls0 
o prodice an archive o all his records of th archacologial sitcs, many of which no 
Tonger exis. The nine-year project will be completed in 2007. 

  

Karen Dabrowska, Jana-Agency, London, UK. 

Afghans' Lost City Plundered For Ilegal London Art Trade 
“The high midday sun keeps the city'ssecre safe, and for the untained eye Kafr Kot 
(e Place of Unbelievers) s it i known o loal ribesmen, i at fist o more than a 
huge desert plateau, protected from th outside world by the encircing mountains at 

an alitude of nearly 4,000 metres (mor than 12,000 ) 

  

But when the aftemoon shadows lengthen, they throw the topography int relie, and 
the metropolis of an ancient Buddhist civilsation, with Stup shrines, pillars, 
monasterics and watchiowers, ries from the sand and fock. Lostfor more than 1500 
years, the forgoten ity stetches for 25 sq.km. across remte wilderness in Kharwar 
isrict in central Afghanistan. 
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Between the second and fourh centuries it was home 0 hundreds of thousands of 
people. And but forthe chance ames in March of a group of men smuggling arcfacts, 
S rought 10 e Stenon of he auhoriis i Rabl, 1 ould e remined 
forgotten st 

By rights the it should be  hive of archacological acivity. Instead, i s the focus of 
Pakistanibased mafia cartls who run ilegal excavation networks from Afghanistan 
1o the hubof the lega rade in archacologica atefocts - London. 

  

When they were amested by the Afghan authorites, the smuggles,travellng towards 
the Pakistani border, had in their possession 24 Buddhis arefacts including statues. 
Under questioning, they revealed their source as Kalir Kot, leading (o the most 
Significant archaeologicaldiscovery in Afghanisian i recentimes 
However, the find's importance is overshadowed by the scale of plundering. The 
illegal nationwide business is being described by the United Nations and Afg! 
‘authoriies a the country's largest nd fastest-rowing crime problem, with profi 
thatcan exceed those o the opium rade while t the same ime crasing Afghanistan's 
hisory. “I¢s he worstof my country's problems t the momen,” Sayed Raheen the 
Miister for Culture and Information in Kabul, says. He jumps up from his desk, 
‘which i laden with ancient coins and seals, and Jerks open a cupboard door. “For the 
criminals th profit margins re bigger thn those of opium and i geting worse by 
the day. There are thousands of sies with pricelss arefacts across the country, and. 
we havert g0t the peopl 1 protect o examine them. More re found every weck " 

  

  

  

  

He takes 1 set of fossilised mammoth jaws and a 1700-year-old vase from the 
cupboard. “Look!" he enthuses. "These were given o me last week by a group of 
Workmen laying the foundations for a new bullding outside. History is everywhere 
ere. 1 justcan't protct i 4l 
Afghanistan has long been considered among the world'richest archaeological lands. 
“It was the crossroads of culures from the moment Man began moving around the 
planet,” Jim Williams, head of the UN Educational, Scienific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) in Afghanistan, said. “Man was travelling through 
‘Afghanistan almost before he was man.” 

  

  

Yet the inaccessibility of the country and its recent history have left many sites 
undiscovered and unprotected. The st significant survey of locations of 
archacological importance, which egistered 5,000 sies, was conducted in 1935. Kafir 
Kot though vast, was not amang them. 

  

“Then conflct started the looting. In 1992 in the midstof civil war, the city's museum 
was desroyed and most of s refots stoln, Many amived in London. 
et it was the advnt of the Taliban that relly accelerated both th ilegal trade and 
destruction of the sits, In February 2001 jus two days after 3 UNESCO conference 
{n Pars highlighted the problems facing ATghan heitage, Mullah Omar, the Taliban 
Iader, announced an edict nstructing his followers to destroy all Afghanistan’s 
satues. 

  

“They were just rubbish to the Taliban,” Mr Wiliams said. “Those small enough to 
be ransported were Sold, those too heavy to move were smashed.”   

Among the casualtes were the 2,000-year-old Buddhas at Bamiyan, which were 
estroyed by the Taliban witin days of Mullah Omar's decree. It was not only the 
“Talibin who were to blame. During the Sovet occupation. the Russians used one of 
the fiv ancient minaret a Herat for arilery pratice, and more ecently a Bitish id 

1  
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organisation built & road near the 1,000-year-old minart at Jam, undermining the 
foundations by diverting ons of siltand rock 0 @ bordering iver bed. 

  Since the Taliban's overthrow; llegal trade and excavation access within Afgharistan 
has improved. Working under renegade foreign archacologists, the Afghan diggers 
are paid lss than 3% of the Pakistani middlemans valuaton of the finds, UNESCO 
offcals say. The solen items are ransported (o Paistan, thn (0 Britan, where they. ‘an b sold for vst sums. “London has long been the biggest market” M Williams 
aid “The arefacts are sold here 0 private dealers. Some remain in Briain. Many are 
Shipped sbroad " 

  

  

Scotlnd Yard first contacted UNESCO about loted Afghan artefacts last year, but 
the specialisaion and cost requred to idenify, source and retun stolen tems put he 
trade fa down the ls of Brtish concerns. Law enforcers are more interested in 
eroin and s effects on the West 
Destruction s continuing alongside the looting. In Kafie Kot rails of smashed potery 
spillfrom the unnels honeycombing the sie: the miners are more iteresid i gilded 
Satues than potiery. Inone tunnel, human boncs - presumably from a Buddhist grave 
' umbled from a breached underground wal. The thighs and feet of huge Buddhist 
Satues, proiruding i the miners' unnels, had been broken and without protection 
Were being croded by wind and sand. UNESCO, which has only sx expairite sl 
‘members in the counlry, and the Afghan Govermimen, are overwhelmed by the scale 
of the probien. 

  

  

A Councl for the Protection snd Rehabiltation of Afghanistan's Culursl Heritage 
was et up last week. Chaired by Prince Mirwais,one of King Zahir Shahs son, and 
with prominent members including Nancy Dupre, the grande dame of Afghanistan 
historians, profesors and UNESCO officials, i intends 10 protct the plundered sits 
by transforming them into open-air museums that will 40 become the focus of 
frthersxchacological and scienifc work. 

  

  

However, funds and security have not been forthcoming. “I have 1o date received no 
significant assstance from anyone, anywhere,” Dr Raheen complains. *I need (0 
ood these areas with rained profestional, but here aren't many Ieftin Afghanistan 
Mostof our pofessors were cithr klled i the war or they fled and are now old and 
ineffective " 
So fur most foreign interest has centred on the wrecked Bamiyan Buddhas. UNESCO 
has organised three missions 10 the sit and received a Japanese pledge of $750.000 
(£480.000) (0 help t0 repair the damaged Bamiyan fréscoes, secure the crumbling caves and examine the possiblity of reconstrucing the staties horizontally on the 
ground. 

  

Meanwhile,across Afghanistan the robbery continues. “Every day beautifl pricelss 
objects beionging not only o our ation but 1o the heritage of the world are 
dissppearing into the hands of thieves and smugalers and behind us our history is 
disappearing.” Dr Raheen said 
(Estracted from Times Online, 7 December 2001. See www.timesonline.co.uk for 

Jurther decils) 

Bactrian Inscription Recovered In Afghanistan 
In September and October 2002 Jonathin Lee, funded by the Society of South Asian 
Studics, successflly recovered a Bactrian inscripton ffom the Yakolang region of 
Bamiyan province. The inscription is now in the Kabul Museum. 1 is clearly 
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Buddhistand lkely 1o dte from the 7° -8 century A.D. Professor Nicholas Sims- 
Williams of SOAS, London, UK. is curenly working on a reading fo publication 
Jonathan Lee has alo discovered wha he believes o be an s yet unstudied Buddhist site consisting of 4 supa with 4 easonably ntac rubble core and an adjacent, well- 

preserved viha, in the upper Balkh Ab river vally..He s hoping, along with an art Ristory specialis, to publish the find.  As a resulCof is wife's job, he and his wife 
will e based in Kabul for at east a year from February 2003 He is hoping to atract 
funding (0 continue boih his archacological discovery and recovery work and (o 
iniiate academic study and esearch programmes in the counry. 
For further information wite to Dr. Jonathan Lee, c/o Swedish Committee for 
‘Afghanistan, Chinar Road 24-D, GPO Bo 689, Peshavar, NWEP, Pakistan. 

The UK. Signs Up (o 1970 UNESCO Convention on Trade in Art and 
Aniquities 
“The United Kingdom govermment hs,afte many years of investigation, become one 
of 94 signatories (o the 1970 UNESCO Convention on the Means of Prohibiting and 
Preventing the lici Import, Exportand Transfer of Ownership of Cultural Property. In Spring. 1999 an ict Trade Advisory Panel (ITAP) was established by the 
Department of Culture, Media_and Sport under Norman Palmer, Professor of 
‘Commercial Law at University College London, with two principal goals: 0 advise 
the Government on the scale of the it inermaional trade n art and antiquiies and 
the extent of the UK s involvement inthis; and 0 advise on how most ffectively the 
UK. can contribute to preventing and prohibiing this illicit trade. This work was 
supplemented by the feport of ‘4 Parliamentary Select Commiltee within the 
‘goverment department pesented in Spring and Summer 2002 

  ‘The main recommendations of the investigations were not only that Britin should 
sign up. but that legislation should be-enacted (© create - criminal offence 
dishonesily to import, dea i or be in possssion of any cultural object, knowing or 
believing tha the object was stolen. o ilegally excavated, or removed from any 
monument or wreck contrary (o local law, this o be coupled with the implementation 
of powers of search, detenion and scizure. In additon the government department 
Should take the lead in ‘the formulation of a statement of cihics principlcs, which 
secks 0 eflect the intrest ofal relevant parties: notonly trading entities but private 
collctors, museums and thers. 
Professor Palmer's report, among other things, revealed tha the Antiquitis Dealers 
‘Association estimate that the total UK. tmover i the trade in classical antquities 
‘was £1S millon in 1999 (part of a £58.7 million worldvide trde forthe same ye 
For orental and South Astan items the annual tumoveris estimated at £40 millon in 
the UK. 

   

‘The 1970 UNESCO Conventionis  reciprocal treaty enabling member countres (0 
clim back solen antiquites which suface i the counties of fllow signatoris, but 
is not retroactiv. I i this reciprocity clement which encouraged the government 0 
ign up (0 this convention rathet than the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention-on Stolen and 
iegally Exported Cultual Objects. This protocol does contain formula for the 
recovery of tolen property up 10 50 years afer it theft. However UNIDROIT has 
fewer than 30 signatories, compared (o the UNESCO Convention's 94. The 
goverment considers that ultimately a convention's impact depends on its 
signatories. It must be sated that although by this move the govemment signals its 
aversion (0 the iliit trade in antiquities at the same time, it wishes (© avoid 
Gamaging the cconomically importantlogtmate trade in $uch tems 
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Paul Thieme Memorial Lecture, The Royal Asiatic Society, London, UK. 
Paul Thieme (1905-2001) was Emeritus Professor of Indology and Comparative 
Religion n th Universty o Tubingen from 1973 unil his deathin London, where he 
resided during his last years. In a long and disinguished career, he first stdied and 
then taught in Allshabad followed by teaching appointments ai Goingen, Breslau 
(now Wroclaw), Halle, Yale, Frankfurt and Tabingen. 
The lecture by Stanley Insler, Thieme's former student and currently Salisbury 
Professor of Sanskrit and Comparative Philology (the oldes chai of Indology in the 
‘Americas), Yale University, New Haven, US.A., enied “The Power of Truih", was 
delivered on 12 December 2002 at The Royal Asiaic Society, 60 Queen's Gardens, 
London W23AF, UK. 

Lecture at The Ancient India and Iran Trust, Cambridge, UK. 
Dr. Oric L'vov-Basirov of SOAS, University of London, U.K. delivered a lectr 
eniiled “Achaemenian Funerary Monuments and Pratices in Westem Asia Minor" 
on§ November 2002 at The Ancient Inda and Iran Trust, Cambridge 

  

For more information on future lectures contact The Ancient India and lran Trust, 
Brooklands House, 23 Brooklands Avenue, Cambridge. Tel +44 (0) 1223 356 841 ¢ 
mail: Indiran@aol com 

  

Hou Han Shu (Later Han Dyansty Annals) Translation Online 
John E. Hill from Cooktown, Austral,is very pleased to announce tha the much 

revised and expanded version of his annolated translation of the “Western Reglons 
from the Hou Han Shi is now freely available 1o al on the “Silk Road Scatil 
Wwebsite, managed by the University of Washinglon, Seatl, US.A. 

  

    

I a translaton of Chinese accounts of the development of th Silk Routs between 
China, Rome, India, Persi, and Central Asia dring the first o centuries A.D, 

  

o access it go to hpidepts.washingto edulowchsilkroadhextstexts bl and hen ek on “Hou Han sh I you wih o download i o prn i ut,remember hat it composed of a umbe o ile. Th man e contains th Introduciion, ndox and 
e eat Thr v sputc fl o Rfeensor ibogaphy s snoter forms an Idex o he main Chinee characiers: Finly, hee are 20 separae s of Nt o cvhy o e e o he Tow) o s cach o hse ks on any o the coloured supererpt umbers in cah of th sections ofth e - is il 
{ake you o th spproprse e whichcan then b downloaded o pie. 

  

John E. Fill posted a “drat” version in May and sought comments from readers. The 
amount and qualty of the responses was far beyond expectatons. He would fike (o 
thank everyone fo their encouragement and help. Some have contributed a great deal 
of thought and time o this process and he s decply indebied to them, He has credted 
ll those whose Suggestions or comments he hae used in ths fevision (he hopes he 
hasn't missed anyone). If you downloaded the previous version please wipe it and 
replace it with this new one. 

  

  

Finaly he would ke to mentonthat e hs also done considrably mor research el and. s nw revied cdiion: 1 proposn a Sgnifcan numher of ew demifcatonsand hisorcl deals i il be b of particular inteest to specialist,    
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He woukd especially ik © pointout the folowing new information, He has proposed it h it of sericurs t Khtan o0k lace 5 sy 5 te st half o the 15t century ALD. (se¢ note 1 Secton 1), he has proposed 4 number of new 
denicatons of places long th roui of the Chines nvoy Gan Ying n 97 AD: (see noe 0 Section 109 nd he i propasing that the irst Kushan Emperor, Kujla Kadphises, was involvd in the invision and desiruction of Parthuaia o Parthyene 
(b S of the ancentPathian capihof i) n 35 A (s ot 1 Section 13.13) 
He hopes this revised editon will provide  reliable and useful tool for everyone 
iterested in this period of history. One of the great joys of publishing on the Web is 
tha it relativelygasy o corrct mistakes or add new nformation. Ths is n on- 
oing projeet 5o, if You have anything you would ike to add o see changed i future 
revisions please do contact him personally by e-mail: wynhill @tpg.com.au (please do 
‘ot writ o he very busy ST a1 the websit). 
He hopes to be able to publish within the next couple of months, and on th same st 
a draft annotated edition of the 3" century Chinese text,the We l, which adds 
Considerably mor informtion t tht contined i the Fou Han shu - especially more 
detals on some of the caternmost Roman dependencics. Following this he hopes to 
be sble to.dd the biographies of several of the Chinese generals Who. were 
responsibl for China's conacts with the West during the first o centurics A.D. He 
will again be looking for readers' help (o corret and refine these drafs. When 
‘completed they should form a widely-available, useful and sound basis for further 
Sudies in the ield. 
He austs you willenjoy this new editon and he looks forward t hearing from you, if 
youhave any commens or queries. 

Early Gandhari Buddhist Manuseript Acquired by University of Washington, 
Seatile, US.A. 
A project that s undamentaly changing the way of scholars' looking at the ancient 
world and the teachings of the Buddha has received a major addition. A birch bark 
‘manuserip from a Buddhist monastey. believed to have been written inthe 1* or 2 
century A was recenly acquired b the University of Washington Libraries and 
il become a key component of the Early Buddhist Manuscripts Project. The 
anuserpt's smon he caret Bt wringsknwn 10 ext The manusrp 
previously belonged to a private collector, although its arlier provenance s 
unknown. The purchase was made possibl by private donatios. 
e manuscrip consiss ofight (rgmets o 3 srll and s witn i he Gandhar 
language, @ derivativ of Sanskrit. The style of sript and the language suggest the 
manuscript comes from Gandhara, 4 egion of what is now castern Afghanistan and 
Rorthern Pakistn. Gandhara was an ealy, vibran centre of Buddhism and occupied a 
pivotal ol in the spread of Buddbism from India to Cenral Asia, China and th rest 
O East Asia. Some of the most influential chools of Buddhism in th I century A.D. 
were located in Gandhara, The clarity of the writing and the quality of the 
preservaton of the new scroll are impresive, says Richard Salomon, the Universty 
of Washington's Professor of Asian Languages and Literature In just @ few weeks, 

Early Buddhist Manuscripts Projects team of faculty and graduate students has 
o decipher neary hree-quartrs of the ext. The part that remains wil yield 

   
its clues only grudgingly and over a long period of time, researchers say. And 
eciphering th toxt 1 st the first sep n analysng the informaion. 
Despite advances in digtal echnology the aility o have the orginal manuscript on 
it 5 of great value, The Universty of Washinglon manuscrpt comes from a branch 

z  
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of Buddhist scholasti lterature known s abhidharna. I is  commentary, offering iterpretations of the Buddh's teachings. 
‘The University of Washington manusript complements another group of manuscripts 
acquired by the British Library i 1994, which is also though to come from Gandhara 
at around the same time. (See CIAA NL 12, December 2000 [2001] p. 25) Salomon 
and the team have been at work fo the pas six years, tying (0 decipher th letters, 
Words and sentences in that manuscript. So fa, they have published thrce volumes 
analysing portions of the text. Untl the discovery of the Brish Library manuscripts, 
o Buddhist manuscriptsofthis type had been found in 100 year. 
‘The Early Buddhist Manuscripts Projec s a partnership between the University of 
‘Washinglon and the Brish Libray. 

‘Summer Intensive Intermediate Uzbek Study Course. 
The Department of Near Eastern Langusges & Civilization, University of 
Washinglon, Seatle, US.A., will offer Intensive Intermediate Uzbek during nine 
weeks of Summer 2003 (33 June-22 August). taught by the Muhammad-Ali 
‘Akhmedov, Distinguished Writer of Uzbekistan. Four hours of language insirction 
will b given daily. The program will also inclide Uzbek films and documentaries 
and a special lecture course on the Culture ofthe Turkic Peoples of Central Asia (NE 
496/596) aught by Professor Tlse D. Cirtauas. A limited number of fllowships are 
available. For informaton contact Iise D. Cirtauas, Director of the Central Asian 
Turkic Program, Department of Near Easter Langusges & Civilization, 229 Deany 
Hall, DH.20, Universty of Washington, Seatle, WA 98195, US.A. Tel +1 206 543 
9963; e-mail! cin@u wishinglon. 

  

  

  

  

   

‘Summer Intensive Elementary Uighur Study Course 
In cooperation with the China Studics Program and the East Asia Cente, Jickson 
School of Intemational Studics, the Department Department of Near Eastern 
Languages & Civilization, University of Washington, Seatlle, US.A., will offer 
Intensive Elementary Uighur lssons during nine weeks of Summer 2003 (23 June 

‘August). The intensive language course will be aught by Dr. Hamit Zaki of 
Kinjiang Universiy. Four hours of language insirction wil b given daily. A special 
lecture course on the Cultue of the Turkic Peoples of Centrasia (NE 496/596) ill 
be offered by Professor e D. Cirtautas during th term of the summer session. The 
program will lso inclode Uighur ilms and documentaris. Pending funding,  imited 
umber of felowships will be availabl. For felowship information contact e D. 
Cirtauts, Director of the Central Asian Turkic Program, Departmen of Near Eastern 
Languages & Civilization, 229 Denny Hall, DH-20, University of Washington, 
Seatle, WA 98195, US.A. Tel: +1 206 543 9563; e-mal: i @u washington.edu. 

    

Inner Asia/Silkroad Study Group (IASSG) 2002:2003 Lecture Series 
A lectre entitled “In Search of Genghis Khan” was delivered by John E. Woods, 
Professor and Direcor of The Cente for Middle Eastem Sudies, The University of 
Chicago. US.A., in collaboraion with The Center for East Asiah Stuics, Stanford 
Universiy and with the patcipation of the Asia Pacific Research Center, Sanford, 
US'A. The tlk ook place on 9 Decerber 2002 o Stanford University, US.A. 

  

During his lfetime (1162-1227 A.D.), Genghis Khan unified the tibes of Mongolia 
and established th largest and empire in human history with one of the longest ived 
notions of dynastc rle. Recently, a Mongolian-American geo-historical expedition 

    

%
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has begun investigating is life and searching fo his grave. Both a documentary and 
an Indiana Jones-like i are being made, based on the team and it efforts.John 
‘Woods who i Professor of Irnian and Central Astan history n the departmenis of 
History and Near Eastem Languages and Civilizatons and Diretor of the Center for 
Middic East Sudics at the University of Chicago, s the American academic director 
of the expediton. He presented a firs hand report of the acivites o the expedition 
v the past three year, thei fndings to date, and whal they hope (0 uncover in the 
ftare, 
For_more information please visit www.silkroadfoundation.org: e-mail 
info@silkrosdioundation.org 

Inner Asian and Uralic NRC Research Grants, Indiana University, US.A. 
The Tnner Asian and Uralic National Resource Center at Indiana University 
announces rescarch grants for scholars who wish o come (o Bloominglon 1 utlize 
IU's unique resources on Central Eurasa, ncluding the Research Insuute for Iner 
Asian Studics (RIFIAS) ibrary. Granis may be used to cover or defay travel 
expenses or other direct rescarch costs (¢.8., photocopying). While IAUNRC 
Research Grants are limited to USS300, additional funding may be available (o 
scholars Who give 4 public presentation of paricpate in a similar outreach activity. 
See below for cligibility criteria and application procedures. This application 
nformaion i also avalabi from the websie: wwwindiana edul~iaunrc 

  

  

Indiana University houses outstanding lbrary resources on Central Eurasa in both the 
Main Library and several specalized colletions. The Main Library estimates that the 
number of holdings relevant 1o Inner Asian and Uralic Studies is approximately 
100,000 volumes. Of ths figure, approximaely 28,000 volumes direcly concern 
Uraic studies (Finland. Estonia and Hungary), 6,500 deal with Turkey, and 32,000 
ar diectly relevant o Inner Asia (Central Asia, Tibet and Mongolia). The remaining 
Volumes do not it nealy within this categorization scheme, crosing geographic and 
Subjectcatgores. 

  

  

Unigue among 1U' specialized Central Eurasian colectons s the Research Insttue 
for Inner Asian Studics (RIFIAS) library. The primary aim of the RIFIAS library is 
10 make available o researchers and tudents in  sngle location two broad categories 
of materal relevant o Inner Asia: 1) basic reference works, textbooks, grammars, 
and dictionaries and 2 are books and manuscrits. The Central Asian Archive holds 
microfims and bound photocopies of out-ofprint publicaions on Central Asia 
(primarily in Russian) and microfilms of Oriental manuscripts. The RIFIAS libary 
a0 has a special collection of rre Tibetan books and a Turkish Folklore Archive 
Consistng of udio recordings. 

  

TAUNRC research granis are availabe to those who are US. citizens or permanent 
resident alens. Title VI regulations do not allow these awards to graduate studes. 

  

Appication will e reviwed at th e of esch month, All pplicnt will be o 7t hei pplicationshave bee ided. Aplcations should be eceved o Te han 30 days lre th tme i he Schlar s 0 come o Bloaminglon Forfrhe fornation contact Kaa Johmston, Assstat Dirctor: IAUNKC, Inans Univeruty. Goodody Tal 305, Bioomingior, IN 47405.7005, U5 A. el +1 313 S0 o1 512 893S epdeo@indna.edu 
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"1421: The Year China Discovered America’” 
  

TheSilkroad Foundation and the Centr for East Asian Studics, Stanford University 
present ths special lecure by Commander Gavin Menzis, author and former Royal 
Navy offcer on 16 January 2003 at 730 pm inthe Cubberley Auditrium, School of 
Educaton, Sunford Universty, Stanford, California, US A. 
On the § March 1421, the largest fleet the world had ever s saied from it base in 
(China. The ships, huge junks nearly five hundred fee long and buil from the inest 
teak, were under the command of Emperor Zhu D' loyal cunuch adrmirals. Their 
mision was 1o proceed sl the way 0 the end of thecar 1o collect trbute from the 
barbarians beyond the seas” and unie the whole world in Confucian harmony. The 
joumey would last over two years and crcl the globe. When they retued Zhu Di Jost controland China was beginning it ong, self-mposed isoation from the world it 
had 50 recently embraced. The great ships rcted at their moorings and th records of 
their journeys were destroyed. Lost was the knowledge that Chinese ships had 
reached America soventy years before Columbus and circumnavigated the globe o 
century before Magellan. They had also discovered Antarcica, reached Australia 
three hundred and fifty years before Cook and solved the problem of longitude three 
hundred years before he Eoropeans. 

  

       

  

For more information o campus map. please visit the 
Wwebsitetwawwsilkroadfoundation.org or mail info @silkroadfoundation org     
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EXHIBITIONS 

Asian Artin London 2002 
715 November 2002 
‘Sngw Lion Lid_displayed a seleciion o antique Tibetan fumiure from the 18* 0 the 
20 century, consisting of panelied cabinels and chests. Simple techriques and crude 
Crafismanship were use in making the fumiture, which was decoraed with olourful 
‘symbols such a lotuse, dragons or kirimithas, displaying ine detail and originalty 
Particularly unusual was an 15° century twos panelled black cabinet (he cabinets are 
normally four- o sixpanelled), which had gold anterns painied on each panel and 
thos showed distinety Chinese nfluence. A lte 19° century tiger chest from Eastern 
‘Tibet had ralistically depicted tiges on its front, whils the 9p of the chest had & 
paintd tiger skin effect. As the tger moUf in Tibetis prhaps best known from the So-called lger rugs', it was ntersting {0 note s existence on ther media a well. 

  

  

Rossi & Rosi's exhibiion il “Beyond Lhusa” had several thanghas and sculpures 
on display, originating mainly from Westem and Eastern Tibet. A very fine 18 
Century dhangka of Tar from East Tibet Was Set in a dreamiike landscape, whilst 
another castem Tibetan thanga (c. 15° centuy) depited the Arhat Rahula stroking a 
tiger. Both the theme and the landscape of th later example showed clear Chincse 
aristic influences. Similarly. a Tibeto-Chinese horizonta thangka (c 18" century) 
iled “Tara who saves from peris” was, i its composition and lindscape, derived 
rom the Chinese aristi realm. Many ofthe individual scenes, for example, were 

divided by Chinese buikdings. Duc 1o s rich iconography, this was one of he mast 
iteresing thangkas on disply. A majestic clay Buddha from Western Tibet (c15* 
century, from carbon-14 analysis), showing traces of gold pigment, was  rare 
example of the sculptral splendour tht once florished in the Guge Kingdom. This 
xhibtion had geographicaly Vide Tnging objcts from the Tibetan Bucdhist pas, 
reminding us of the now los culural hertage. A catalogue, Beyond Liasa: Seulpure 
and Painting from East and Wesi Tibet by Jane Casey accomparied the exhibiton. 

  

) 

  

7000 Years of Chinese Jade?, i the Selwyn and Elic Alleyne Galery of the British Museum, London, UK. 
“This exhibition illustrates 7000 years of jade use and carving in China from the 
Neolithic period 1o the presnt, It opencd tothe public on 13 November 2002 and will 
remain on show for & period of at Ieast thre years 
Mostof the jades i this exhibition have been collcted by Sir Joseph Hotung and are 
now owned by family trusts. Some jades belonging (0 the British Museum and other 
collections,including the Natural History Muscum, are also included in the display. 
Together they form one ofthe most comprehensive collectons of jade in the world, 
represniing artefatsfrom many historica periods and geographical arcas of China 
To the Chinese, jade is more precious than gold or gems. The term for jade in 
(Chinese,yu,refes o a variety of atractive stones with & compact txture and colour. 
However, in mineralogy and gemology jade refers to two different mineral groups: 
nephrite and jadeite. The jade uscd in China appears (o have been almost entiely 

2  
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nephrite or nephrite-relaed untl the cighteenth c 
Burma began to be imported. 

  tury AD. when jadeite from 

“This jade exhibition is divided into five main chronological sections according o 
Hotung’s collctions. These ar the Neolithic perod and s legacy . S000-1500 B.C.. 

the Shang and Early Western Zhou periods . 1500 BC -c. 850 B.C.y the Late Wesiern 
Zhou and Easiem Zhou periods ¢. $50-475 B.C.,the La Easter Zhou, Qin and Han 
gerods 4755 C-220 A ad erChinese Jades rom e Hanpeiod 206 B.C) 0 
the present day. 

  

“The most important jades in this exhibition include jade cong (ade tubes with 
squared-off extemal surfaces) and bi _discs, which_were found in tombs placed 
around and on the bodies of high ranking individuals in the Liangzhu culiure (c2500 
B.C.) in present-day southern Jiangsu and northen Zhejiang. The jad discs usually 
had plain surfaces, but the cong were usually decorated with  proto-monster. mask at 
the four comers. The post-Han period jades include personal omaments such as 
pendants, belt plagues, hair omaments and jewelley. Some Ming and Qing period 
(13681911 jade vessels which were copied from book illustrtions are in good 
condiion and worty of esearch 

  “The 289 jades displayed in the Selwyn and Ellie Alleyne Gallry of the Brtish 
Muscum fully represent the development of jade in Chinese history. They are 
displayed in chronological order on one side of the gllery and are accompanied by 
ihree Separae cases which display selected items on the other side. This jade 
exhibition 1 an imporiant opporurity 1o lean about the mysirious stones which 
Have been used in Chinese hitory over 3 priod of 7000 years. 
Clinese Jude from the Neolitic 10 the Qing by Jessica Rawson (1995) is being 
reprinted by the Briish Museum Pres to cofncide with this new exhibiton in Room 
33oseniance i free; opening hoursdaily 1000-17.30, waw thebritishmuseum ac.uk   

Dr. James Lin, Christensen Fellow of Chinese Painting, Aslmolean Museun, Oxfor, 
UK 

“Early Buddhistsculpture from Tibet: The Nyingjei Lam collection” 
‘The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, UK 
“The Nyingjei Lam (“Path of Compassion") cllection of early Tibetan and Nepalesc 
bronze sculptures and related objecs is on of the finet. pivat collctions of 1t kind 
i the workd. It has been exhibited only once before,atthe Ashmolean in 1999. This 
Turthe showing of the collection includes a number of sculptures not previously 
exhibited. The collction contains many remarkable Buddhist images from Tibet in 
Copper, ilt bronze, slver and other mateials,dating from the 10th-17th centuris, 5 
wellas some fine examples of calicr Indian and Nepalese Buddhist images which 
Were preserved until recent imes in the now lrgely ruined monasteries of Tibel 
There'is also an outstanding eroup of porrat images of Tibetan saints and lamas, 
Wwhich in many cases reveal the human character of their subjects a5 well a the 
spirtal authoriy. Several hitherto unseen. porrait bronzes are included in the 
‘Xhibition which runs unil December 2002 

  

  

For further information contct: Department of Eastren Art, Ashmolean Museum, 
Oxford OXI 2PH. Tel: + 44 01865 278067: fax: + 44 01865 278078; e-mail 
partidge@ashmus.ox.ac.uk The ilusrted catalogue of the Nyingiei L collection 
by David Weldon and Jane Casey Singer, The sculptural heritage of Tibet (Laurence. 
i London, 1959, i vl e Miseum Stop 3  concesonry e of 
o 
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Tibetan Sand Mandala of Chenrezi 
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, UK. 
Overa 15-day period four Tbetan monks from the Dip Tse Chok Ling monastey at 
Dharamsala, Himachal Pradesh, wil crete & colourcd sand Mandala of Chenrezi / 
Avalokitesvara, measuring 1.5 metres square, in the Ashmolean Museury's mai 
exhibition gallery (McAlpine Room). All are welcome (0 view the work n progress 
during museum opening hours, beginning on 9 January. After completion, the 
Mandala wil beceremonilly dismantied by the monks and the sand immersed i one 
of Onford's rivers. (McAlpine Room, 17 floor: open Tuesday 1o Saturday 10.5, 
Sunday 25, closed Monday). The exhibition runs from 9 - 24 January 2003, 

  

  

  

Donations towards the monks' travel expenses from Inda are most welcome, eithr in 
the box provided in the McApine Gallery, or sent to D Andrew Topsfild, 
‘Ashmolean Museu, Oxford OX 1 2PH (cheques payable o Ashmolean Muscurn: all 
‘contributons willbe forwarded t the Dip Tse Chok Ling monastery). 

“Ritucls tibétains: visions scrétes du Cinquiéme Dalai Lama™ 
Musée des Arls Asiatiques-Guimet, Paris, France 
“This exkibition, on show from 5 November 2002 (0 24 February 2003, presents a 
wide range of objects related to Tibetan Buddhist rituals. Nearly 170 warks — 
hangkas, metal sculptue, itual implements and fumiture — are included in he 
dispiay. A catalogue accompanies the exhibiton, published by RMN, 205 pp. 
Iavishly illustated and priced at Euro. 45. In addiion to catalogue enlris there are. 
essays by Samien Karmay, Viadimir Uspensky, Philippe Cornu, Amy Heller and 
Nathale Bazin 

  

  

For more informalion contact: Musée Guimet, 6 Place d'lena, 75116 Paris, France 
Tel 433 11565 25300; websie: wivw museeguimet FYRMN/guimel/ 

  

“Siberia: Peoples of Taiga and Tundra™ 
‘The Museu of Cultures, Helsinki, Finland 
About 1000 bjectsrelstin t the materal ulur of Sibeias ative popies have 

oot o he ol f Fiands Naboral Mt snd fom e e ihe Great Muscom of Anthropology and Etnography in . Pecrburg, Russan Fedorujon, o ke up e cuen cniton v e, Finand wheh s un 29 September 2003, Obces rlating {0 omacic waysand shamanic cuts ar on diplay, 
Some of hem for the it ime. Expecially rpresened are he Tunguz (Evenks) Coiccon,formed i th 1840s, snd e Kilnacu-Samoed colection ssembed by e philcloga Ka Do between 19111914 

  

For further information, please contact: The Museu of Culture, Salomonkatu 15, 
P.O. Box 913, 00101 Helsinki, Finland. Tel: +358 9 4050 9809; e-mai 
Kultuurienmused @nba.fi 
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 The Horse Image in the Nomadic Steppe culture of 

  

“The Rusian Museum of Ethnography, St Petersburg, Russian Federation. 
“This exhibiton opened in September 2002, I shows objects from the colecton of the 
Russian Museum of Ethnography. Th theme of the exhibiion is the role of e horse 
in the traditiona culture and world-outlook system of the Southern Siberan peopls: 
‘Altaians, Buryats, Khakassians, Tovinians, Yakuts, and morcover Kalmyks and 
Mongols. The unique objects represented in the extibition are from collections 
acquired by the museum in' lae 19%-carly 20" century. The ariefacts are 
supplemented by photographs ffom the museum archive and accompanied by the epic 

. 

  

  

“The role of the horse in the trditional culure of the Southern Siberian Turkic- 
Mongolian peoples 15 many.-faceted and inexhaustble theme closely connected to 
the general problem of the world-oulook formation of the Eurasian Grea seppe zone 
nomads and, inthe wider plan, with the spirtual comprehension of naure by man. 

  

  

“The special theme of the exhibiton i the horse image in the itual and mythological 
notions of the Southern Siberian peoples. The wedding ritual is used o isplay the 
ole of the horse in rits of passage. This theme is represented in (o scenes: the 
Buryatian context (wedding tethring post,arrow-bos. of horse hide, bride’s saddle) 
and the Khakassian one (bride with o wedding harmess set as a part of her dowry). 
Also featured are the sages of Yakutian kouniss holiday “Yssyakh", Alaian horse 
Sacrifice and the secion devoied o shamans’ cult pratice and magical ritual. The 
Shamans accessoris (frame drum and “horse sticks') which symbolis the horse the 
shaman travelled on through the worlds of the Universe during a ritual,are exhibitd. 
Other abjects are connecied with the role of the harse in magi rital (horse skul, 
horsehair etc). The curaors of the exhibition are Marina Feodorova and Irins 
Tkachenko. For  further information visit the website 
hupiww hermitagemuseumorg/ 

  

“Recent Excavation of Textilesin China" 
(China National Silk Museum, Hangzhou, People’s Republic of China 
his xtibiion 0ok plac from 9 October until 8 Novenber 2002. Th texties xhibied covered 3 wide perod histoncally and geographically and inclued the Taest Giscovetes "The hosen 84 ems intloded HanJhn (220 B.C - 400 A.D) {exales from Kerya, Niya and Yingpan in Xingjian provice, Tang (618.906 A.D) 
ks from Dulan i th Qinghai province, Liso (41-1162 A.D) costumes fom Daqitala in Innr Mongaia and e Ming (1500-1644 A.D) and costumes from 
Nanchang, Jangsi 
“The exhibition was organised by the China National Silk Museum, the Xingiiang 
Institute of Archacology, the Qinghai Institte of Archacology. the Inner Mongolian 
Museum, Longhua Museum, Febe province, th Jiangxi Insttte of Archaology. For 
more details contact: Professor Zhao Feng, China National Silk Museum, 73-1 
Yuhuangshan Road, Hangzhou, 310002, People’s Republic of China. Tel: +86 571 
8700 68138: fax: + 86 571 853 71652.e-mai:ccic2000@mail hzzjcn 

   

  

“Afghanisan; A Timels Hisory” Vatmomof Foe e, Howsto, Fess,US-A.   

“This exhibition runs unil 9 February 2003 at the Audrey Jones Beck Building. A new 
partnerhip between the Musée des Arts Asiatiques-Guimet in Pais, France and the 

0
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Museum of Fine Arts in Texas, has resulted in 8 modified version of the Paris 
exhibiton being mouned in Houston. “Afghanistan: A Timeless History” provides an 
‘xcellent overview of art from ancient Afghanistan, from prehisorical (o Islamic 
periods n the irst. millennium. The 110 works exhibited are reveltions, dispelling The notion that Afghan at 1 merely 8 melding of cultral ifluences from other major 
Civilizations. For further nformation e the museun's websie: W miah.org   

At of Asiafrom the Harn Muscum Collection” 
‘Samuel P Harn Museum of Art, Universiy of Florida, Gainsville, Flrida, US.A. 
“This long-term extibition s presented as a serie of focused instalations festuring 
various media, themes, and couniies. Iis two points of focus are Chinese jade, 
‘metalwork,cerimics, and painting from the nolitic priod 0 the Ching dynasy; and 
Hindu' and Buddhis sculpture from India, Nepal, Tibet, Thaland, and China. The 
exhibiton will run unil December 2003, For mare information Tel: +1 352 392 9826. 
Address: SW 34° Sireet and Hull Road, Gainsvile, Florida, U.S.A; website 
‘o arts.ufl eduhamiindes il 

  

“Chinese Buddhist Sculpture in a New Light” 
Freer/Sackler Galleries, Smithsonian Insttution, Washington, D.C, US.A. 

“This exhibiton will run unil 4 May 2003, and s a rsultof new research. Several 
sunning sculpturs tha have never before been displayed will be on view, including 
Some that dae after the Tang dynasty (618-907 A.D.) and represent th fiscinaing, 
but ofien neglected period of later Chinese Buddhist art The Freer's collction of 
Chinese Buddhist sclpture-—arguably one of the best n the Westem world—was for 
the mostpart acquired during the first haf of the 20° century when China's depressed 
economy fed the aniquities trade. Collectors were able o buy significant Chinese 
arefacts that were hitherto litle known in the West. However, many of these 
Sculptures were removed from Buddhit religious sits without proper documentation 
3510 ther provenance within China. Extensive wall text in this cxhibiton cxplains 
ow curstos have used stylistic anlysis, including knowledge of regional varitions 
affecting stye, as well a scrutiny for ambiguities, distorions and incongruitis (0 
etermine the authenticty or correct some previously erroneous dates given to the 
Sculptures. The roleof cientifc daing techniques i also addressed 

  

  

  

“This exhibiton is co-curated by gallery curator, Jan Stuart, and Stanley K. Abe, 
associate professor at Duke Universty. For furthe informalion contact: reer Gallery 
of Ar/Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Insttution, P.O. Box 337012, MRC 
707 Washinglon, D.C. 20013-7012, US.A. Tel: + 1 202 357 4850; fux: +1 202 357 
911 websle: web @ asiasi.du   

“Metalwork and Ceramics from Anclent Iran" 
Freer/ Sackler Gallries, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C, US.A- 
‘This exhibition displays 45 meta and clay arfats, created in wester Iran between 
2300 and 100 B.C: are closely lnked both techniclly and acsthetically. Metalwork 
influcnces ceramic forms, colors, and surface treatment; works n both media share 
shapes and decoration inspired by images of animals or imaginary creatures. Objects 
i the xhibition are on loan from private collectons and from the Sackler Galley’s 
permanent collecion. 
Forfuher informton conct Frer Gallery of ArUAur M. Sacklr Galr 
‘Smithsonian Inttution. P.0. Box 337012, MRC 707, Washington, D.C. 20013-T012, 
UIS.A-Tel: + 1 202 357 4880; fax: +1 202 37 4911 websit: web @ asasicd 
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“Luxury Arts of the Silk Route Empires 
Freer/ Sackler Galleies, Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C, US A 

“This ongoing exhibition displays examples of metalwork and ceramics from the 
collctions of both museums {0 lustrate he efect of multculural interacton on the 
ars of the fist millennium A.D. Omamens, bowls, cups, bolles, Jars, mirors, cwers, 
and il objects in gold. silver or slver gil, carthenware, or porcelin from Iran, 
(Ching, Turkey, Syria, and Afgharistan are ncloded. 
For furthr nformation contct: Freee Galey of Ar/Arthur M, Sacklr Gallr Srithsonan Insituion; 0. Box 337012, MRC. 107 Washngion, D.C. 200137013 USIA Tl 1202 37 4980; fx: +1 203357 4911 bt weh® s 1 d 

Nomadic At from the Eastern Eurasian Steppes” 
‘The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, US.A. 

  

“This exhibiton drawn from the Eugene V. Thaw and oher New York Collctions will 
run from Gctober 2002 until $ January 2003. Arteacts n bronze, gold, silver and jade 
feveal a litle-known pastoral side of the ancien tibal peoples of north China and 
Mongolia Most o the exhibition's 200 csoteric objects - horse hamesses, chariot 
fitngs, belt omaments, garment plaques and weapons - vividly express the dynamic 
animal-centered syl that the nomads developed 3000 years ago. 

  

For futherinformtion contact The Metropolian Museum of Ar, 1000 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, NY 10028-0198, US.A. Tel: + 1 212 535 7710, 
websitewaww metmuseum,org 

  

“The Legacy of Genghis Khan: Courly Art and Culture in Western Asia, 
12561355 
‘The Metropalitan Museum of Art, New York, US.A 
‘The exhiition explores the influence of China's Yuan dynasty, founded by Kublai 
Khan (a grandson of Genghis Khan), on the art and cultre of Iran'skhanid dynasty, 
founded by Hulegd (another of his grandsons). On view are some 200 works from 
museums and collecions worldwide, ncluding rar textles, ceramics, ewelery and 
metalwork, works n sone and wood. and outstanding exampies of the 4t ofthe book. 

‘A ighiight is the display of more than thiry vividly lusrited pages from the Great 
Mongol Shahnana (Book of Kins). Now dispersed in many collections worldwide, 
this ersion of the Iranian cpic—made for 4 royal palron—is one of the most 
Tuxurious ever produced. A caalogue accompanies th exhibition 
“Ths exhbition continues unil 16 February 2003 after which it will ransfr o the Los 
Angeles County Muscum, Los Angeles, Calfornia, US.A. from April 2003. (See 
CIAA, NL 15, June 2002, p. 45:6) 
For more information contact: Metropolitan Museum of At 1000 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10028:0195, U.S.A. Tel: +1 212 535 7710; websit: woww.metmuseurn org
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‘Art of the First 
the Tndus” 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, US.A. 

  

tes: The Third Millenium B.C. from the Mediterranean to 

“This exhibition runs from § May until 17 August 2003, Through art it explores the 
emergence of the world's frst city-siates and empires in Syria and Mesopotamia 
uring the third millenjum B.C. It relates these developments o aristc and cultural 
‘onnections stetching from the eastem Acgean ( the ndus Valley and Central Asia 
‘Approximately 400 objects including sculptre, jewelery, seal, relief carvings, 
metaiwork and cunciform tsblets Wil b dspleyed. 

   

For further information contact The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10028-0198, US.A. Tel: +I 212 535 7710; whsite: 
W metmuseum.org 

“Glimpses of the Silk Road: Central Asiain the frst Millenium A.D." 
‘The Metropolitan Museum, New York, N. 

    
     ., US. 

  A new permanent installation feauring about 40 sculptues, pantings, ivory rhytons, 
metalwork, textiles, and stucco, primarlyfrom the museus collectionsis on display 
inn this exhibicion which inciudes mateial produced by the Persians, Kushans, 
Sogdians, Chinese, and others, i an amalgam of differinginflucnces. 
  

For more information telephone +1 212 §79 5S00; website: For futher information 
contact The Metropoltan Museum of Ar, 1000 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10025- 
0198, US'A. Tel: +1 212 535 7710; wbste: www.metmuseum org 
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CONFERENCES 

Conference Reports 
A Zorosstrian Tapetey: Art, Relgion and Cultre” Bl Galey, SOXS, Uiversy of Londom, UK. 
“This symposium and book launch was held on 17 October 2002 i the Brunei Gallery, 
SOAS. It wasjointly organized by the Centre of Near and Middle East Sudics, SOAS 
and the Iran Heriage Foundation with additonal support rom the Zoroastrian Trust 
Funds of Europe and the Brtsh Insitute of Persian Stuis, all three of which are 
based i London. 
Following the successul launches o tis impressive volume in Bombay, India and at 
the Zoroastrian Trust Funds of Europe (ZTFE), London on 1 June 2002 to mark 
theSovereign's Golden Jubile, a day-long symposium at SOAS brought together 
some of the distinguished Iranists who conrbuted (o this tome and concomitantly 
onoured Mary Boyce, Professor Emerita of Iranian Studics, SOAS (1963-52) for her 
lifetime contributions o teaching and research in Zoroasiian studies for over half & 
century. (See CIA, NL 15, June 2002, p. 56f) 

  

  

The proceedings commenced with o welcome address by Professor Robert 
Springhors, the newly appoinid director ofthe London Middle East Instute. The 
address was his firs fomal duty at SOAS, and was followed by quarer hour 
taions hronologieallychartn he oo ndcvoluton o s s cred 

. Almut Hintz, Zattoshty Brothers Lecture in Zoroasranism, opencd with an 
outlne of the aniquity of the radiion on th basi of the carliet textual remains: 
Dastur Firoae Kotwal, a former posgradute rescarch candidate at SOAS and eired 
High Pricst of Bombay, delincaed the Vasna hturgy. Professor Albert de Jong of 
Lelden University addoced ressons for e-examining Sasanian history and the poch 
we have come o designai as *Classical Zoroastnanism” de Jong has now been 
appoinicd 1o compltc. volumes 3, 6 and 7 of the magistrial History of Toroastrianism fir undertaken by Mary Boyce from 1975 fo the Handbuch der 
Orietalist project. Professor Frantz Grenetof EPHE, Paris, gave an fluminating 
Survey of Zotossiian ossuaries and their influences on the lectc art style of 
Sogdiana: Dr. Vesta Curs of The Briish Muscum, London discussed how coinage 
reflcted he symbols of Sasanian ingship and royal authonity: Khajeste Mistre of 
Bombay traced th armival and seulements of Parsis i carly medicval westem India: 
Dr. Alan Willams, & SOAS alumnus, and now at the Universty of Manchesier 
offeed s compelling rethinking of the Pars raditon of the Qese-ye Sanjan 2 an 
deationa naraive. Pheroza Gode and Firoza Punihakey Mistee, both from 
Bombay and co-editors of the volume, presented fascinating overviews of Pars 
ot and s s Syl sy modern i and P spctvey, 
vofessor Phiip Keeyenbrock, a former Reader ai SOAS and now at Goingen 

Universty, examined perceptions of Zoroasranism or aspects of it among.the 
Yeridis and other cihnie groups in the Near East and Central Asia Professor John 
Hinneli, formeriy of SOAS and now at the Universty of Derby. spoke on the trends 
in'the modem Zoroastian diaspora. Shirin Simmons of London recounied her 
personalcxperinces o fasting and Yazdi folk wadtions. 
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Over 250 atendees made this symposium a trly successful event — indeed an 
astonishing first for Zoroastrian suudies anywhere; and this s in 1o mean measure 
thanks (0 the fforts of Dr. Sarah Stewart, Boyce's former pupil and now Head of 
Programmes, CNMES, SOAS. 

  

  

“This was an enjoyable and enriching event to celebrat a volume that hs been in the 
making for over a decade. Morcover it Was a fiting celebration of ts insprer, 
Professor Mary Boyce, an endearing teacher, empathetic researcher and influc 
scholarof the fsith 

  

  

®W) 

“Visions of Enlightenment: New Perspectives of Tibetan Ar" 
Circleof Tibetan and Himalayan Studies, SOAS, University of London, UK. 
“The symposium took placeat SOAS, Universty of London (9 Novermber 2002) and 
had cading Tibtologists presenting tei aes esearch i the art of he Himalayas and Tibet A brosd range of opics was address, including syl in painting 4nd SCulpture,provendnce and chronoloey. Professor Heather Stoacard (Instial natond! s Tangics et Civlsations Orentles, Pans), presencd  paper on the wooden 
doorways of the less well-known temples ' westem Himalayas and on the importance of god n scting up the new Kunadoms nd i bulding Buddhist temples Guring Chidar n Wesern Tibet. Dr. Chiisian Luczanitz (Universiy of View) presened his research on the clay sculpure in (West) Tibtan at focusing on {cchmgue and stye. Profssor Deborah Klimburg-Salir (Universiy of Vienna), 
iscusied reflections on the Kashmir sty in Tibetan art, oulining stylstic and conographic aspctsof Tibetan atin Western Tbeta temples with {hi possible Kahmin nuefess. Dr Jne Casey preseniedher rescarchon  group of Yuan peiod Sino-Tibetan pinlings, known as fsal becaus of i ormat Sicven Koss (he 
Metropolan Museurm of A, New York) reconsidered the history and provenanee of e of 15 “Taklung” thargkas, Professor Dvid Jackson (Universy ofHamburg) §ave 4 pape cnted 1 the daing of thangkas possbIe? A reconsideraion of 3 Gifcull cuse where h discusied severs! poblems connected wih the dating of 
hanglas. 

      

13* Conference of The International Assoc 
Chulalongkorn Usiversty, Bangkok, Thailand. 

  i of Buddhist Studies 

‘The Conference which was held from 13 December 2002, covered & wide range of 
scholarly activity from epigraphical and textual 0 archacalogical and historial, 15 
Well as mattrs of modern practice and how Buddhism affccts modern political 
govemance, Apar from leiry sesions f te begiming of the Conrence, st 

sines rovolved sround a erics o sections devoted to aspects of Buddhism ringing from “Narrative Performance” o “Sutras and Shastras”. from “Idcology and 
Iconography” o “Textal Practices and Interpetatons” Both the sections and the 
many pancis devored to yet further aspects of scholarly intrest in Buddhism, were 
addresed by many of the most eminent Buddhologists currenly working i th field. 
Panels of particular iteret o members includs “Chinese Pilgrim Monks i India and 
their Impact on Buddhist Sudies” which was addressed by its Chair, Max Deeg and 
by Professor Deborah Klimburg-Saler; “Further Discoverics ind Studics of 
Gandharan Buddhist Manuscripts” chaired by Richard Salomon and sddressed by 
him, Mark Allon and Andrew Glass. An important panel was devoted largely o 
research on the Schoyen Collection eniied"Buddhist Manuscripis: Recent Finds". It 
Was chired by Jens Braarvig and J.-U. Hartnann. 
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Textile Archaeology in China 
(China National Silk Museum, Hangzhou, People’s Republic of China. 
This conference took place from 5-6 November 2002 and was organised by the China 
National Sk Museun in Hangzhou and sponsored by the Zheyang Cultural Relics 
Bureau. Leading texile specalst from China and abroad discussed varied topcs, 
ranging from recently excavated buria textlesat Yingpan to Tang texiles excavated 
at Dulan. Chinese textles through archacology were presented in “Textiles found at 
the Silk Road through Wei to Tang" and * Chinese texiles found af Paimyr. In 
addition Liso and Yuan dynasy textiles were also included. Relationship o texiles 
from China and other countries were explored, for exampie, in “Textle rchacology in Niys" and “Evidence for trade i textles from West o Eastduring the Han/Roman 
period 

  

  

  

  

  

Juddhism and Christianity Coltural Heritage of Central Asia 
Bishek, Kyrgyz Republic 
“This conference took place between 1-3 October 2002, The following topics were 
addressed: Christanity and Buddhism of aniquity and medieval ages as 3 part of 
Cultural eritage of peoples of Central Asi,remimiscences of Chiistian and Buddhism 
ideasin traditional and modern culture of Cental Asia, education of olerance 3 the 
pledge of sustainable development of Ceniral Asia in 21* century. The conference Paterais will b published and avalabl i Intemet. For further nformation contact 
2654 Chui Ave., Room 316, Bishkek 720071 Kyrgyz Republic Tel: 4996 312 24 33 
83 e-mail Conf_kg@hotmail.kg  website 
ip/sitestok host.netkg/doska_20020615 him 

Fortheor   g Conferences 

‘The Tenth Annual Central Eurasian Studies Conference 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana, US.A., 12 A    
“This conference willtake place 12 Apil 2003, and s organised by the Association of 
‘Central Bursian Students, Indiana Uriversiy. Papers are invied on Central Eurasian 
issues i al ields. Cental Eurasiais defined, for the purpose of this conference, a5 
the area including or corresponding (o present-day Mongolia, western China 
(Xinjiang), Tibet, Cental Asia (Uzbekisan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajkistan as well 45 historic regions of Khorasan and northern Afghanistan) 
Azebaijan, Turkey, Hungary, Estonia, Finland and other regions which includé 
Finno-Urgic peoples. Abstracts of no more than 750 words are due by 13 January 
2003, Address: The 10° Annual Central Eurasian Stdics Conference, Goodbady Hall 
157, Indiana University, 1011 East Third Stret, Bloomington, IN 47405-7005, 
USS/A. Tel:+1 812 855 9510; f: +1 812 855 7500 Or, please c-rail abstacts in an 
attachment (doc or it formats preferred) to: ACESGindiana.cdu ~ website: W indiana edu 

  

  

  

Russian Ethnological Association, iannual Mecting, Omsk, Siberia, Russian 
Federation, 3-6 June 2003 
‘The upcoming meetings of the Russian Ethnological Association will ke place in 
Omsk. The 5th Congress of Ethnographers and Anthropologists of Russia s organised 
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by the Association of Ethnographers and Anthropalogists of Russia in collaboration 
with the Insttute of Ethnology snd Anthropology of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, Omsk State University, Omsk Branch of the Novosibirsk Insttue of 
History, Pilology and Philosophy and the Sibeian Institut of Cultural Studies with 
the support of the Omsk Regional administration. The main theme of the Congress is 
anthropologicl perspectives on space and culure. Other important subject include 
thic and cultural development, ethnocultural situations,especialy in Sibera, issues 
of academic institutions development, ethnographic museum organization ¢t New 
findings in physical anthropology, gender rescarch and legal anthropology, historical 
ethnography and ethnodemography will be discussed in special pancls. For further 
information contact: Sergei Abashin, ¢ mail: abashin@iearas.ru o kongress @mil.u 
or website hlpwsew iea rconferences/Sfndex. hml 

   

  

  

“Afghanistan: Meeting Point between East and West” 
Archaeological Museum of Lattes, Montpeller, France, 5.7 May 2003 
“This interntionsl symposium on Afghanistan will be held in the Archacological Museum of Lates (Monpellie. France etween S'and 7 May 2003, Through the 
Contibution of many schors the boundanes of knowedge and esearch g 1o ‘Aghanistan, h snciet Meeting Poin bebveen Eat and Westso tht many people, ol acadensic and 12y ke Wil encht for generatons o come. Proceedineof he Symposiom will be pabished by Professr Maric-Frangoise Boussa in TOPOI 
@) 
An Eshibiion wil accompany the Symposiam atthe same museur drainon oans {rom, among oter musebms, the Muske du Lowve, Par,the Musée naionsldes At aitiques Guime,ihe Cabinet des Medaie d Pars (Bibliothique Natonae), e Mnzkabinet of the Kunihisionséhes Maseum, Vienna and from prvaie colcions. Fo more nformation contact the Co-orginiser of the Exhibion and Sympostom, Profcseor Ound Boparschhi, Direto of Resarch, CNR 5. +33 S3E5752:fx 433 1 44 3230 60 -l bopearaccanoe ens 

4° INSAP Conference 
Magdalen Colege, Oxford Uriver 
INSAP (The Inspiration of Astronomical Phenomens) developed out of a belief for 
the need to examine the many and various culural impacts of the perceptions about 
the day- and night-ime sky: INSAP exsts to provide a forum for  broad sampling of 
atsts,historans, philosophers and scentst (o compare notes and have the e (0 
ask about each Gihers work. The conference is sponsored by the Steward and Vatican 
Observatories, and will feature presentations by, amongst others, Dr. Jim Benne 
Director of the Museum of the History of Science in Oxford, Dr. David Brown from 
University College, London on Mesopotamian strology and Professor Clive Ruggles 
from the Universy of Leicester whose field is Archacoastronomy: 

  

UK., 39 Augst 2003 

  

  

“There will be fewer than 150 atendees, who will epresent  brosd range of scholars 
and students. Most of those atending will b expeced to present original studies and 
Feseatch results, cither as papers delivered oraly or as posters, but some will be 
admitiedas “observers” who ar expected to patcipate otherwise fully (i., ske part 
i discussions, sk questions of the speakers, 8o on the field trips) during the 
meeing. 
Conference partcipation will be by invitation oy afferal ofthe input information 
for each applicant has been reviewed. Visit the Confercnce websie (below) for an on- 
Tine copy of the INSAP 1V spplication form oF writ, by irmal pos,to the following. 
postal addresses: applicans in the Americas (North, South, and Cenral) contact 
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Professor R. E. Whit, Seward Observatory, The University of Arzona, Tucson, AZ 
85721-0065, US.A.; for applicants everywhere else contact Mr. Nick Campion, PO 
Box 1071, Brisil B39 OHE, UK: 

  

The deadline for receiving the complete set of *input information” for potential 
presenters s 1 December 2002: however, application received past hat dte will be 
Considered on 3 “space available” bass. The deadlin date for potenial observers is | 

March 2003, The INSAP seection commitice will send out invitaions o the selected 
presenters no later than 1 March 2003, and to observers no late than 1 June 2003 
Vit he conference websie: hip:/thel. s arizona cdul-white/nsaplinsapdx hum 

  

“Ladakh: Art, Culture and Languages, 11 Colloguium of the International 
Association fo Ladakh Studies’ 
Leh and Kargil, Ladakh, Jammo and Kashrmir, India, 21-27 July 2003 

  

“The 11* colloguim of the Intemational Association for Ladakhi Studies will ake 
place 21-27 July 2003 in Leh and Kargil in Jammu and Kashmir. The colloguimis 
Fosted by the Jammu and Kashmir Academy of Art, Culture and Languages. 
Regisuation/particpation fee USSSO per head (South Asian counlris Indian Rs250) 
Regisirations t secretary John Bray, ¢-mail: jubray @aol.com by 31 January 2003 
Abstracts from those wishing to present papers to the above coniact by 31 March 
2003, For furher information contact John Bray as abov. Indian resders may contact 
by post: Nawang Teering Shakspo. Cultual Offcer, Jamm and Kashmir Academy of 
‘A, Culture and Languages, Leh-Ladakh 194101, Inia. 

  

  

European Association of South Asian Archacologists, 17 International 
Conference on South Asian Archacology” Bonn, Germany, 711 July 2003 
‘The conference is organised by KAVA (Commission For General And Compartive 
Archacology) and the Eurasia Department of the German Insitute o Archacology. It 
will ake place in the Wissenschafiszentrum, Ahrsirsse 45, D-53175 Bonn-Bad 
‘Godesburg, There willbe two sctions, one on Preistori Archacology and the oher 
on Histoncal Atchacology. For futher information contact: the Secretariat, KAVA, 
SAA 2003 Secreturat, Endenicher Strasse 41, D-53115 Bonn, Germany. Tel: + 49 
1888 771249, e-mail: info@Kava dainst de 

“13° International Numismatic Congress 
National Archacological Museum, Madrid, Spain. 15-19 September 2003 
“The I3th Interational Numismatic Congess will be eld in Mdrid between the 15 
and 19 September 2003. It wil be organised on behalf of the Minisiry of 
Education, Culture and Sport by the Department of Numismalics of the National 
Archacological Museum, and with the collaboration of the Interaional 
Numismatic Commission. The Congress will be hld at the Palace of Exhibitions 
and Congresses. During the Congres the Survey of Numismalic Rescarch (199: 
2001) will be published, together with a medal commemorating the 13" 
Intemational Numismatic Congress. For further information contact: Museo 
Argueologico National, Departmento de Numismatica, Madrid, Spain. E-mail 
um@manes 
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29" AAH (Association of Art Historians) Annual Conference 
Birkbeck College, University of London, London, UK, 10-13 April 2003 

  

The 29° AAH Annual Conference.‘ARTiculaons’ will be held in London at 
Birkbeck College, Uriversity of London from Thursday, 10 April - Sunday, 13 Aprl 
2003 
‘The first London AAH annual conference since 1997, ARTiculations will b jointly hosted in Bloomsbury by Birkbeck College (School of History of Ar, Film & Visual 
Media) and UCL (History of Art Department). The conference theme i itended to 
promote debate on the mans and techniques of artculating art and concept of art 
Focussing on recent developments in art history. pariculaty stdics relaing o the 
interdisciplinary and the inermedial, it s hoped {0 bring together those intrested in 
ilm and media as well 0 hose concemed with more traditional aspects of the 
discipline (painting, sculpure, architecture, design) across all periods. There wil be. 
a5 usual, a book fair and maximum use will be made of London's resources and 
exhibitons for cutural and ocial events. 
For further informtion contact admin @gah,orguk ; website: wiwkaah.org. ok 

“New Perspectivesin Eurasian Archacology”’, ASEF (Asia Alliance Workshop) 
Stockholm, Sweden, June 2003. 
Organised by Dr. M. Fiskesjo (Museum of Far Easter Antiquities, Sweden) and D. 
‘Chén Xingean (Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, People’s Republic of China) 
Workshop proposals should be received by the Asia Europe Workshop Serics 
Secretarat no latr than | March 2003. Proposals may be sent through regular mail 
only. Applications by fux or email will no be considered. Please be aware that the 
Scretanat makes use of the niversity postl service, herefor please allow an exta 
three days for deliver. Material should be sen to the Secretriat Asia Europe 
Workshop Seris, /o Intrmational Insitut for Asian Sudies, P.O. Box 9515, 2300 
RA Leiden, The Netherlands; Tel: +31 71 527 2227; iis@leteidenuriv.nl For 
further information  contact magnus.fiskesjo @os Website: 
pwww.asa-aliance.org/workshopseries 

    

      
   

“Conservation of Ancient Sites on the Silk Road"’, 2" International Conference 
on the Conservation o Grolto Stes 
Dunhuang, Gansu Province, P-R.C., 25:29 August 2003 
“The Getty Conservation Institute and the Dunhuang Academy invite the submission 
of papers and posters, The aim of the conference is o bring together leaders i he 
icld from China and th res o the world who wil present papers on a wide range of 
topis, emphasizing holiti approaches (o the conservation and study of sits. The 
themes 10 be adaressed are: “Wall Painting Conscrvation” - Wall painings and 
Sculptur, with pariclar focus on earth-based malerials, conservation principles and 
practices, education and training in wall paining conservation; “Sit nd Visior 
Managerment” - Tourism at herttage sits, methodologies and practices, carring 
Capacity studics; “Scientifc Rescarch” - deterioration processcs, environmental, 
microclimate, and colour monioring, analytcal esearch on pigments and binding 
medi, geotechnical aspects of conservation of sites; “Other Research Topics” - 
Historical and art historical research of relevance (o Silk Road sites and their 
Conservation 

  

‘The conference will be held in the Dunhuang Academy’s conference hal at the 
Mogao grottoes, loated 25 km from Dunhuang city. Dunhuang was one of the Silk 
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Road's gateways from China o the West,and the Mogao grottoes contain the lrgest 
repository of ancient Buddnist wall paniings and sculptare created between the 4° 
and the 14° centures. Delegates will ave opportunitis o visit several rrely opencd 
Brottos, and o exarine some of the conservation work underway. To maximize 
paricipants’ presence in China,  unique post conference tour to Xinjian is offerd at 
educed cost, under the generous sponsorship of the Cultural Heritage Administration 
Burcau of the Xinjiang Autonomous Region. The ten-day itinerary includes grotto 
sites not generally open (o the public. Early registation is encouraged. Only 100 
places are avalable for non-Chinese conference delegates, and  tta of 40 places are 
Svailable for the tour 
Contat (outide China), Kathleen Louw, The Getty Conservation Institte, e-mai 
Kouw@getty.edu; (inside China) Su Boming, The Dunhuang Academy, c-mail 
cidha@public.iz.cn Websie: whvw,gety. edulconservation 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Recent journals 

Iran: Journal o the Britsh Instute of Persian Studies 
Vol. XL, London: The Brtish Insitui of Persian Stuies, 2002. Pp. iv + 284, béw 
plates. £30 or USSGD plus £3/56 for shippping. Order from The Briish Instate of 
Persian Studies, The Briish Academy, 10 Carlion House Terrae, London SW1Y 
SAH, UK. 

  

  

“The following aticles smong others appeared n this isue which will be o interst o 
our readers: T. Wiliams, K. Kurbansakhatov et a, “Preliminary Report o the Fist 
Season (2001 K. Abdi et al, “Tuwah Khoskeh: A Middle Chalcolthic Mobile 
Pastoralist Camp-Site i the Islamabad Plain, West Cenral Zagros Mountains, Ian”™ 
V. Sarianidi, “The Forification and Palace of Northen Gonur's R. Zadock, “The 
Eihno-Linguistic Character of Northwester Iran and Kurdisatan i the Neo-Assyrian 
Period; D. Kennet, “Sasanian Potery in Southern Iran and Eastern Arabia” 1 

he Early Iranian Stone ‘Weights’ and an Unpublished Sumerian Foundation 

   

    

Bullein Of The Asia Insttute 13. Pp. v + 216, maps lin drawings, photographs, 
diagrams. Order from Bullein of the Asia Instituie, 3287 Bradway Bivd Bloomfield 
Hills, MI 48301, U'S.A. Tel: +1 248 647 7917, fax +1 248 647 9323; e-mail 
'BAI34@aol com; websie: www bolleinasainstut.org 

  

Richard Salomon, “A Stone Inscripton in Central Asian Gandhari from Enderc 
ing)" Richard Salomon e L., “An Inscribed Seal of Indravarma, King of 
““Daniel Pous, “Elamite Uls, Akkadian Ulays, and Greek Choaspes: A 
n (0 the Eulaios Problem” Philip Huyse, “Some Further Thoughts on the 

tan Monument and the Genesis of the OId Persan Cunciform Scrpt”; Michael 
Alram, “The Beginning of Sasanian Coinage": Touraj Daryace, “The Coinage of 
Queen'Boran and s Sigrificance for Late Sasanian Imperial 1deology”: A. S. 
MelikianChirvani, “Sa‘da-ye Gilani and the Iranian Style Jades of Hindustan’; 
‘Abdullah Ghouchari, “Some 12th Century Tranian Wine Ewers and Their Poers”;P. 
0. Skjervs, “Recent Khotancse Ghostwords"s dem, “Methodological Question in 
Oid Persian and Parthian Epigraphy” 

  

    
  

  

    

  

  

New publications on South A 

‘The Buddha and the Sahibs. The men who discovered India’s lost religion. 
by Charles Allen. London: John Murray Publishers Lid.. 2002, Pp. 322, incl. 
Photographs,line drawings, map, glossay, bibliography and index. £35 

  

‘This extremely readable book traces the painstaking efforts by a group of British 
“orienalsi" which led {0 there-discovery of Buddhism in South Asi. It fllows the 
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ns 

lives of such well known personalites ik Dr Francis Buchanan Hamiton, Si 
Willam Joncs, 1 Wison Bran Hovghion Hodgson Colone] Coin Mackerze. James Pty e e, s Coninghs . Ky Do, o AMold,and Vincent S 85 weil s the civilesofohers who 8 s Know.suh 1 George Tumour,Edvard Fl, James Alexander, Markham Kito, De Woddél A 
Fllver and many ofers, i (5cnBing a50e sboutthe ol of non Brh cholars ind aiventrer ke the Hungarian Alexander Cooma de Koros and Geners Jean: 
Bapie Ventura, who i played & part i iecing ogeier the stoy o Buddhism, 1 orgins i exts4nd rece s and h hsoryof s Spad aroand A, The ook s {race the ongin of the wesiern fascinsion With Buddham which contmies o 
prevai o this day, 

  

  

Although captivatingly writen, ull of interesting deails for both specialiss and lay 
readers on the subject, the book suffers from 4 lack of notes within the text, which 
‘Would have served t sid the reader. It would perhaps have been mre useful i have 
included footnotes or endnotes ather than just the bibliography supplied at he end 
Which prevents the inierested reader from pursuing speciit references. The book 
would cerainly have benefied from a more critical and specialised edit since 
mistakes have crep in, which could have casily been remedied. A proof reader 
Tamiliar with the subject matter would have. picked up inconsisiencies and 
misspellings, such as Sanskri instead of Sanskrt (p. 70); Maghada instead of 
Magadh in coutless instances; Daul instead of Dhauli many times (und p. 184 
‘where t s spelt a “Daula"); Firoz Sha(h) (p. 123); vajransan insiead of vajrasana (. 
128); Kandesh for Khandesh (p. 129); Chanhans for Chauhans (p. 150): Kadamas. 
instcad of Kadambas p. 150): Mahant nstead of Mahant p. 158): Lauriya Nandgarh 
for Lauriya Nandangarh (p. 169, 178); Sangala instcad of Sagala (p. 227); and 
Rumindei for Rummindel (p. 267). Greatercarein editng should have avoided some 
glaring mistakes,for example, he reference 10 the Ashokan pilla instaled in Del by Firoe Sha Tughluq which i eferred to s made of polished re sandstone insiead 
of the ey Chunar sandstone used i al Ashokan pillrs (p-66). The famous play the 
Mudrarakshasa has been dubbed the Rudra-rakshasa (p. 71). Kushinagara is 
‘mentioned instcad of Kapilavastu as the capital of the Shakya state (p. 175). 
Amaravat has ben neplcdl ocated n O (s 120). It s cren,prcice 1o 
ransliterae the names of the famous Chinese pilgrims as Fa Xian and Xuanzang 
instead of which Allen has chosen o use the unusualspeling of Fa Hian and the older 
form for Houan Tsang, bu even here, excepton p. 2 the later appears s Huan Tsang 
(see p. 207, 221 for nstance). The Statement that the Bhagavad Gita is an extract 
fromthe Ramayana instead of the Mahablarata (p. 48 1 inexcusable n a book of 
such serius inten. Although these erfors detract somewhat from the enjoyment, the 
work s nonetheless a worlhy endeavour, bringing s it dos thisimportant subject 104 
wider readership. 

  

  

    

  

MG 

Echoes of Alexander the Great: Silk Route portraits from Gandhara. A private 
collction. BY Marian Wenzel. London: EKlisa Anstalt, 2000. Pp. 160, copious colour 
illustrations, map, foreward by the Dalai Lama, selec bidlography. Distributed by 
‘Art Media Resource, Availabe online with Amazon.com; BarnesandNobe com: and 
paragonbook.com USSS0. 

  

“This is a profusely illustrated catalogue with rlatvely brief entrics on a group of 
sixty-three primarily stucco heads (some are also of baked clay) from a private 
collection, deriving originlly from the region of Gandhara, although there is one. 
Buddha héad which is supposed to have originaed from Mathura (cat. . 11, pp. 44- 
45). The book begins with & brif introduction which puts the heads into the context 

  

  

@
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of the Buddhist relgious and monastic buildings which they once decorated. The 
‘material has been organised o colegories such s Buddh heads, those of 
bodnisattvas, and those of other attendant figures, Most of them stll cisplay 
polychrome decoration and reveal a variety of facial types from the extremely 
ldealised images of the Buddha (cat. no. 1, 8) and the bodhisatvas (cat. no. 16, 20, 
60) to the more realistic depictions of various racial types (cat. no. 31, 35, 50). 
Wenzel has chosen o label ol male heads wearing torbans as bodbisativas although, 
of course, many of them might depict royaland lay donors. Most of these heads have 
been daied by the author between the 3% and 5* centuies (p. 21) although 1t 1 very Hikely that many of them could be dated earler. 

  

  

  

The text accompanyin th caalogue i catrenely smplistc, and also eroneous n many insances The refercnc 1 Alexander i he (1 of the book nd n th it 4 Tather lemuous and misieadng! 1 15 Acually  reerence 0 th chassical content in 
Gandaran art and of s flocnce i the making of stucco obects. s aso ol clea ‘Wha th auhor mesns when she reer 1 e “mountan population of Roman and carly Byzantne perod Afghanistan and Pokistn® (p- 10) since the Roman and 
Byzinine mpirc never exended as for sst s Gandhara! The important Buddbist cddess Hart is caled “Hantn” (5, 17) and Hodh Gaya has becn welen s “Bohd ays" (5. 23) pehaps by mistake. Bu ther are als0 any olher erors which have crept . Such 35 th fcktha the gty of Mathars i 1 by h rver Ganges (5 18) 
fnstcad of the Yamuna, snd that the Buddha' Family e locaicd in Bihr south of e iver Ganges (- 33) instead o i Nepales fera nort o Bihar. Ther s il Suggest thatthe Kushan empire was “qua Greco Roman® 3 the aulhor uggests (o 151 ot recent sholarsip has noteth I and Ceniral Asan chracir of the Kusihans. The bock i Fetsffers from 3 paricular Greco-Roman bias (uch s the 
deseripion of e Buddha wearing 3 draped oga" insicad ofthe monastc sanghali on 7."23) which scems somewhat duéd in the lght of curent researchcs on Gandharan art However, the qulity of he ilustations and the varicty of he hads isplayed from s paricular calecion redeem i oiherwise forEHIE book and 
ke  worthy of perusal. 

  

  

  

¥G 
New publication on Iran 

Indo-Tranian Languages and Peoples 
edited by Nicholas Sims. Williams. Proceedings o the Brtish Academy, vol. 16, 
‘Oxford: Oxford Universty Press, 2002. Pp. 304 + portrai frontispece, § plates and 
Several llstatons. £29.50. 

      

“This volume consists of papers presented at a conference held in Cambridge, I6-18 
December 1999, o mark the centenary of the birth of Prfessor Sir Harold Bailey.In 
addition to the text of the firs Sir Harold Bailey Memoral Lecture, given on that 
occasion by his disinguised pupil, Professor Ronald Emmerick, and a personal 
memoir of Sit Harold by his colieague Tlya Gershevitch, the volume contans the 
following cleven papers: 

   
      

  

rchacological models and Asian Indo-Europeans” (1. K. Mallory): “From the 
dillects of Old Tndo-Aryan to Proto-Indo-Aryan and Proto-Iranian” (Asko Parpola); 
“The Nuristani Languages” (Almuth Degener): Gindhiss and the other Indo-Aryan 
languages i the Tight of the newly-discovered Kharostht manuscripts” (Richard 
Salomon); “Pali and the languages of carly Buddhism” (K. R. Norman): “The 
Vocabulary of Buddhist Sanskrt: problems and perspectives (0. von Hinllber): “The 
Avestan language and its problems™ (Jost Gipper); “Scythian clements in Old 
Iranian” (Alexander Lubotsky); “Regional Interation in Central Asia and Northwest 
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India in the Kidarie and Hepthalit periods” (Frantz Grenet) “Ancient Afghanistan 
and is invaders: linguistic evidence from the Bactrian documents and inscriptions™ 
(Nicholas Sims.Williams); “Tocharian and Indo-Iranian: relations between two 
linguistoc areas” (Georges-Jean Pinault). 

  

New publications on Central Asia 

The Turks 
Edied by Hasan Celal Guzel, C. Cem Oguz, and Osman Karatay. Isanbul: Yeri 
Turkiye Research & Publishing Center, 2003. 6 volumes. Pp. 6000. 
“The Turks” i a efrence wark fo rsearchers of Turkic atons, rgion, and e gt and pescn. 1 contans 467 ricles rom nte ternaiona) sholrsof Tikiiofy dealing with sueh hemos 5 ihnic. orgims, polical formations, inuisies, ieraie, calgraphy. musc. eious beet: tading acivics, and Teions ilh nlghvorng peopes nd countres. The iric e accompancd by e endnorcs, Vogaphe slenies, S5 hosands f sl et incloding phtograp. lsirtons, and maps). Volame 1 Te Eary Age: Volume S5 Rgess Volumes 3 & & The rtomans, Volume 5: Turkey; Volume 6 Turich Word 

  

  

Here is a sampling of aticles pertinent (0 the study of Central Eurasia: “The Arcient 
Cultues of Central Asia and the Relations with the Chinese Civiizaions”: “Westerm 
“Turk Rule of Turkestan's Oases in he Sixth theough Eighth Centuries” “The Uighur 
Empire (744-840)" “The Silk Road and Iis Importance in History”s “The Khorezm 
Shah Stte"; “Wesier Images of Central Asia (c. 1200-1800)"; “Kazakh Language 
‘and the New Language Poicy in the 19905” “The Nomadic Kazakhs of Westem 
Mongolia” “The Artof War and Weapons of Turkmens" “Geting Together, Getting 
‘Apart: Migraton and Demographic Changes in Independent Uzbekistan' 

     
    

  

Price for the complete set: USSS40 plus shipping & handling. Library and 
institutional orders e welcome.. Pre-paymen is nol necessary. Please send your 
purchase equest toe-mail: turks@ khazara com or mail (0: The Turks, 4 Cannondale: 
Brive, Danbury, CT 068107912 U'S A The complete tabie of contents can be c 
mailed upon request. 

A Thousand Years ofthe Tartars 
oy E. H. Paker. London: Kegan Paul, 2002. Pp. 290 + 5 maps. £65/USS110. 
“Thisis the defiitve history of the Tartars up (0 the conguests of Ghengis Khan as 
seen by the Chinese, using original Chinese historis beginning with the fist Chinese 
Teferences 1o the nomads “whose couniry was on the back of a horse", Professor 
Parker traces the rise and fll of the seven great Tartar empires who fought the 
Chincse for control of North China fo one thousand years. Here are 0 be found the 
best accounts of the adventurous warriors and bannermen whose proud traditons 
were passed down to their Manchu descendants, the lat rlers of imperial China. 
Famous battls, ingenious miliary strategies dynasti struggles, ritual sacrifices, 
royalinrigues and the rivalrics of the Tartar harems are described in deai, a8 1 the 
Tartar way of ife in which children were taught o ide from infancy, and (o believe 
that force was their only law. 
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‘An Anthology of Mongolian Traditional Literature 
d. and trans. Charles Bawden. London: Kegan Paul, 2003 [expected date] 
E751US$127.50, 
“This intoduction to both writen and oral Mongolian ltrature from th thirteenth (0 
the nineteenth century provides  rare nsight into the changing worldviews of the 
Mongolian people: from clan society (o Soviet culture. Translaed by renowned 
scholar Charles Bawden, the work s organised into Histories, Legends, Didactic 

erature, Epics, Shamanisti Incantations. Folktals, Myths, Sino-Mongolian Prose 
ferature, Lyrics and other Verse and Reminiscences, concluding with a moder 

short story. This important work, which makes the fich tradition of Mongolisn 
Titerature avalabl fo the ist i, will b esseniial reading for many years o come. 

  

    

  

Return tothe Silk Routes : Current Scandinavian Research on Central Asia 
by Birgit N. Schlyter and Mirja Juntunen. London: Kegan Paul, 2002. Pp. 220, 
£ISIUSS127:50. 

  

following the 
n established by Sven Hedin, th great Swedish explorer of Eastern Turkestan 

and Tibet. Now that the poliical seclusion of Central Asia i ending aftr some fifty 
years, Scandinavian scholas re reentering the Slk Routes, with an nterdsciplinary 
approach that povides clues o the culurl oots of Cental Asian socetes and opens. 
ew horizons for research. Some of the tilve papers n this volume deal Wit the 
Current political situation in the former Saviet Central Asian republics 
‘andAfghanisan, which are also considered to be part of ceniral Asia. Othr papers are 
concerned with archaeological exploration in Xinjiang, a recently discovered 
‘Mongolian manuscript of Chingis Khan, stories sbout Tibetan ravelrs o the other 
world and, finally, linguistic ssucs related to Mongolian and the tll controversial 
question ofthe rlationship between the so-called Alaic languages 

  

New publications on Tibet 

Tibetan Elemental Divination Paintings: Hluminated Manuscripts from The 
White Berylof Sangs-rgyas rGya-misho with the Moonbeams treatise of Lo-chen 
Dharmatri 
by Gyurme Dorie. London: John Eskenazi in asociation with Sam Fogs, 2001. Pp. 
32,1071 colourilus. 74 lne drawings, boxed. £345/USS495. 

  

“The book under rview represnts,a detale sudy of the so-<aled Chinese clementl iinaon prscices (na vl o “syun 15 5 devloped in i, T tem s efrs b the caleulion () of te e lements (pyun) snd oer determining 
Tactos usd in divination practics. Tradion maintins ha thisform of dvination e brought 1 Tibe from China during th regns of gNam.1 (4. 627) and Srong: 
Brsan-sgam-po. (4 649/50) by the Chineee prncesses Wencheng and Jichen Ahoogh Chicse clemental dinsion s comnteted 0 n ssolgical ssrnomsca 
iradiion (skar rss) developed n Indis nd iirduced nto Tbe in 1026, rgely erved from the computations foun inthe Kilacakra anira @kar i), o 1 7k an trologcal sience per se. Morcover, s clculations e not based on & pucly 
Chinese syt butctploy 4 modified fomoftheIndian sk i calendar Wil s cemaily e tht Chineke clmental Ghinatio s Wely practsed among Tibetans 
(ninatonsar commissione, for xample, i biths, marriage and death as well 5 i sgricuure and usines), s estment n Tibeta scholry Herature s lmted—in pareutar f compared with asrology and sstronomy. The to motimportant works 
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peraining to divination pactice, already identifed by Dister Schuhin his landimark Publication “Zur Geschichie der tibetichen Kalenderrechnung” (Wiesbadens Otto 
Harmassovitz, 1973),are the Phug lugs riss kyi legs biad mkhas pa'i mgul rgyan 
vaidirya diar po'i do al dpyod dan S nor. compiled between 1683 and 1685 by 
sDe-srd Sans-Teyas rgya-misho (1653-1705). and Dharmat’s (1654-1717) ‘Byun 
risis man nag 2a ba'i ‘0d zer composed i 1684. While the late s a relatively short 
{ext,consising of no more than 18 folios (Lhasa print, 1927), but entirly devoted (o 
nag ss, the former (vaidirya dkar po s 3 monumental ueatise daling with a whole 
Fange of different calendar calcultions. The first 19 chapters of the vaidtirya dkar po 
(spanning 128 folios in the Lhasa edition) are predominanily concerned. with 
astological considerations (skar risi) following the Kilacakra tantra, whil 
remaining 16 chapiers deal with nag risis and, in par, dbyans “char astrology. The 
Tibetan traditon is careful to distinguish dbyans “char asirlogy, also efered to by 
its Sanskrit name as Svarodaya astology, from the Kalacakra sysiem, although t o0 
5 held to stem from Indi. The topis included in the nag risis sections chapiers 20 
10.35) of the vaidirya dkar po cover virualy the whole spectrum of div 
including natal horoscopes, marital astrology, predicions of misfortune and illness, 
omens, funary atrology, geomanecy and personal astrology. 

  

  

    

In his book, Dorie draws above all on the vai vaidiya dar po,bu, judging by the 
ibliography. inchuded inl s puAEW 310 a range of oiher Tibetan sources hat contan informaton flevantto ivination practices. He pays partcular ttniion (o Dhrmadn's “Byun risis man rag cia ba't od e Whoss summary of nag riss principle s translted imfull a arious places i th book: It s ifcut to sceriam 
i cuend to which he used the oher Tibean texts cied i the bibliography since, th the excepion of the Ba dkar i yig gn riss ha mar dpr brjod gnad bsds ey ae hardly e o n cithe he main body of the ex o I (e e 

  

  

  

Dorje's commentary t0, and explanations of, the illustrations are generally well- 
informed and attst o his inimate knowledge of Tibetan culture. Page ater pge he 
provides fascinating detal about divination practces, replele with case sudies and xamples. While his work fall shortof a manual of divination, it offers very good 
nsgh into the manifold dimensions of the divination process. On the other and, 
pethaps because it practically the irs major tudy of its ind,the book suffrs from n overly narrow frame of reference, providing lte informalion tha s not given in 
the vaidarya dhar poisef. Even the end-notes are reltivly bare, focusing maily on 
extual emendations and altemative readings. Dorj’s eferencing system is equally 
disappointing. At many places, i is nokcicar whether his descriptions of divinaiion 
practices constitute a ranslation, a parsphrase of summary, or Simply represent his 
own interpretaion. To be fair, most of his elucidations are accompanied by page 
eferences o the vaidirya dkar po. but all 00 often they appear disproportionately 
Short (o long) f st againt the i umbers of the Tibean (. . 248, Silar 
negligence is also found in some of Dorje’s bibliographic enris. References o 
articles are given without page numbers,repints ar sometmes indicated, sometmes. 
not,and even book il are incorectly lsted (Do rie gcod pa, p. 422). Thanklully, 
Mot of these mistakes appear in Earopean language publications and are thus casily 
Spotted. References to Trbetan language matenals rceived beter atention and are 
‘generally accurat. It appears that Dorje may o be as well cquainted with modern research on Tibetan divination practices as he s with Tibetan source. Tibelology has 

luced a number of publications on divination that are ot included in the 
iliography. 

  

   

  

‘While such bibliographic omissions ae perhaps of minor import in the light Dori’s 
distinguished mastery of the Tibetan material, they distract 4 little from the 
achievements of his study and may, (o some, cast doubt on the reliabilty of its 
Content. Having gone through the book in detai, personally I have found lile 
grounds for such scepticism. The depth ofhis analyss, probably aided by the counsel e received from the Tibetan scholars working atthe sMan isi Khang (Lhasa) with 

4
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whom he cooperated on this projct (p. 12), establishes Dorie’s sound grasp of Tibean divinaion and the Cltr conex 1 Which it lourshesbeyond by, Tn 
orde to communicte his knowledge, Dore went 0 great Jenghs 0 make the book Sccessible 10 experts and non-cxpets ake. Technical terms, fo example, e Touinly provided n Tibetan % well 3 in Sansks, when approprate. On oscasion, However, the alhor's apition 1 Gae 10 o 7S f TEBerip appeas 10 v 
Dackfrd.Thave noted Everl plces whereth s (o Silan)fround 1 covere twice (cg pp. 11, 16, 343, 344) or wher th reader s overwhelmed with a wealin of 
Cxampis. Rathet thin clocidating his analysis, thse tend 10 disract from the core e s e hear f prcur iy i and ende e preenaion e unwildy. 

  

  

Dorje’s explanations are complemented by hundreds of diagrams and detail 
reproductions from the two illuminated manuscrips. The llustrations of the fis set 
in particula, obviously prepared by an arist of grea len, are  pleasure o behold. 
‘Alio the qualty of the reproductions is ruly superb, Vibran in colour and design. 
Virtually every page of the book boasis exquisite photographic reproductions, 
carcfully referenced and analysed i the main body of the text. The descriptions and 
illustations themselves are complemented by dozens of harts, tabulating th various 
ivinatory combinations. The lay-out alone, juxtapositioning ilusratons, diagrams 
and text passage side by side. without ever losing the link between the thrce 
components, isan achievement in s own right. From the technical and acsthetic point 
of view, this book i certain to rank among the most sccomplished publicatons in 
Tibetan studies. While I would hesitae to extend such unqualified praise lso 1o the 
scholarly content of this book, mainly because of its narrow focus and Dori’s 
disrgard of past rsearch on the topi, et usrecalltht Tibetan Elemental Divination 
Painings s irwally the first detailed study of its kind, and,in spite of is laws, one 
cannot but congratulate the author and publishes for their infoads into what has 
hitherto been largely uncharered teriory. 

  

  

  

  

wp) 

‘Buddbist Himalayas: People, Faith and Nature 
by Olivir and Danielle Follmi with o contribution by His Holiness the Dalsi Lama. 
London: Thames and Hudson, 2002. 218 illstations, 210 in colour. Bibliography. 
Index. £3995 
An impresive book visually, photographed by the accredited Olvier Follmi, who 
continues his photographic journey i the Buddhist Himalayas. The photographs 
record instances from nomiad fe to Buddhist monks, with much landscape in 
evidence. Several academics have writen short ntroduclory chapters for this book. 
‘e conents rang from Spirtal Teacher and T Pt o Elghcnment o Lands 
and People, Heritage and Healing and Destruction of a Nation. The emphasis s on the 
Buddhist spirituality of the Himalsyan culture, discussing various subject such ss 
pirimage, the vision of he tania and the meaning of prayer flags. AN oullne is Biven on Bhutan (Francoise Pommarc), Nepal (Comeill Jet), Ladakh (Janet Rizvi) 
and Zanskar (Olivir and Daniell Follmi). David Jackson has written an eniry on 
Tibetan Buddhist at, and Tibetan sacred music and danc in Buddhis ritual are also 
included. Modern developments in Tibel under the Chinese occupation are discussed, 
for cxample, the destruction of natwral environment. Presumably “Buddhist 
Himalayas" is mean t inroduce the Himalayan culture to.a wider audience. The far 
ranging topics ~briey wittn- included in his book would indicat the later. The 
srength o thi (extremely heavy!) book is in ts excellent photographs, recording unique moments in the lives of the Himalayan people, who are united in their 

st belefs and culure, 
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™A) 

Jewellery of Nepal 
by Hannalote Gabriel. Pp. 209, 360 b&w and colour ilus. bibliography. London: 
Thames and Hudson, 1999, £36 
T i pethaps the it stdy to give an ccessbl but scholarly ovrview of the many dfferen jewellry radiions of Nepal, coch reflctng a priculr chnic and 
Telhous groping Up ol he prsent genr) arle and parcular cse stdes of Nepsiese ewelery, such 15 the recent -Tayo Bizakani, & Newar ceremonial neckace (s of Ai, Mayilune 2001 have coninue 1o be publshedincosten magazine. AL he e (e th few i deph Scholaly works that exis ch 53 
Materielie Kaur und Kunst dr Sherpa, T Schmiat Thorne nd T. T Thingo. v 10, Cologne, 1975 have remained agelysnkiown. This book hovever, dras o such VIO Soures an combinE e i he i’ wide knowiedge of Nepalee 
Jovellery. o provde a coheret an balanced picur of et of adiions i the 
process f rapid wanition, One ofth book's rehihs s that the uthor has rveled el in th couniry ver o decades,ha 3 horoughscquiitance Wi the culues {nvolved and has sce a st hand the ecen changc that have aken plac within . 
"Th vty ofsorces usd,folk songs and olore, ewellery depcid on sues and istorcal Secount, il onibut 03 readihof uesient i s volume. 
After seting the scene by discussing geography, ethnicity and relgion and their relationship to jewelleryin Chaptr one the author hoves on to xamine he hstory of 
Jewelley in the country in Chapter two. The carliest evidence here are 3rd century B termacottas from the Indian borderlinds which depit pieces such a anklets and 
carrings being wom. The account of the Tthcentury A.D. Chinese envoy Wang Hiven 
“Tse of the st of omaments wom by the 17th century king Bhupatndsa Mallas bride 
and 19th century photographs help provide fascinating glimpses of Nepalese 
Jewellery in the past. The author is lso aware of wider debates and speculates for 
example on the elationship of the homed Tibetan women's headdress siyle (0 
Mongolian and even ancient Siberian head omamentation. In Chaper three she 
xamines the symbolism of animist, Tibetan Buddhis and Hindu cultures asthey arc 
Felecied in ormament and jewellery and in chapter four the sources of precious and 
Semi-precious stones and metal. Chapter fiv focuses on the Newars, one of the 
destand cuturlly the et nluntal i roup n the Kathmandy Valley 
‘Chapters six to nine are studies f the jewellry of the other four major cultural and 
ethnic groupings within Nepal. Chapter six reats the Tibeto-Burman Middle Hills 
‘eoples such 3 the Gurung and Magar, chapler seven jewellery of the Tibeto- 
Repaise who e the resl f i btween ncoming Ttean poulatons i e high 

  

and other indigenous groups. Amongstth Tibeto-Nepalese may be inclu 
alitud border peoples of Huia, Dolpo, Mustang and Solu-Khumbu, the lter home 
{0 the Sherpas. One o the most spectacular and bzarre of headdresses are worn on 
ceremonial occasions by the Nyinba women of Humla in the extreme northwest. The 
‘ganjung is 2 crossbow shaped head covering of leather studded with many polished 
{urgquoises, a generic elaive of the nearby peraks wom in wester Tibet and Ladakh. 
Chaptr cight examines the Indo-Nepalese and their jewelley. These include the 
Hindus o the Middle Hils nd the Madeshe who liv in the Tersi wh together ar 
thelargst cthnic group in the couniry. The ancestos o these peoples included Indian 
immigrants flcing Istamic persecution in Rajasthan and northern India during the 
12th and I3ih century. Their jewellery reflects Indan traditions mre than that of 
other groups. The jewellery of another peopl, the Tharu, who inhabit the Terai 
central regions o Chituan, Dang and the Dangads, forms the subject of chaptr nine. 
These, among the arlest inhabitants of Nepal, though elated to Indan populatiors, 
have their own languages and  large pantheon. Chapier ten s a case study of the 
magically charged omaments such as mallas or necKlaces, wom by shamans of the 

      

“
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Rai, Tamang, Sherpa, Newar and Chetr, The author brings her experienced eye, as 
she'is herself a practisng jeweller, o the techniques of repoussage, bead making, fire-gilding, casting and granulation in chapter eleven, Jewellery Making and 
Techniques 

  

‘Throughout, this very readable book is brought o life by often-spectacular 
photographs. which contribut greatly (o it appeal. Perhaps one's only complaint s 
the lack of a large-scale map showing,geographical features such as rivers and 
mountains, combined with major towns. There i, however, & helpfl simplified map 
of broad ethnic. divisions, which i indispensable when dealing with Such & 
muliplicity of human groups. 

    

Dr. John Clarke, Curator, Himalayan Collctions, South and Sout-cast Asian Art 
Depariment, Victoria & Albert Museim, London, UK. 

W  
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Jiang Qixang (1931-2002) 
1 am very sad to bring the news that Professor Jiang Qixiang, China's foremost 
scholar of Xinjang numismatic, died on 2 June 2002 ffom cancer of the esophagus. 
Professor Jiang was bom in Huyin, Jiangsu. He studied history at the prestigious 
Fudan Universty, Shanghai, graduating in 1958, whercupon he was sent 10 work at 
the Xinjiang, Museum, in Uramai. He and his contemporaries were pioneers in 
museum work and archacology i Xinjiang. In 1979 he transferred o the Xinjang 
Institut of Archacology, where he sartd studying the coins found in Xijiang. For 
the next twenty years he devoled himsef to the subject, wriing the book Xinjiang 
Heihanchao gianbi (The Qarakbanid coins of Xinjiang) (1990), and co-wriing (vith 
Dong Qingxuan the bilingual Chinese-English book, Xinjiang Nunismaics (1991 
He co-&dited Zhongguo ldai huobi dari 3 (Daxi seie, v013) on the coins ofthe Sui, 
Tang, Five Dynastis and Ten Kingdoms, and contibuted to specialis numismatic 
and archacological publications as well 3 to mor popular journals about Xinjiang 

‘i the Sk Road. He was awarded several prizes by the Xinjang goverment or his 
“Oustanding contribution 1o the professions” and in 1994 was awarded a gold medal 
by the Ching Numismatic Society for his aricle on the coins of Mohammed Arsian 
Khan found ot Atushi, As China's specialis on Islamic coins, he corresponded with 
scholars throughout the world, and made hi first visit overseas in 1998, as the 
Tecipient of a Brish Academy K.C. Wong Fellowship. 1o spend three months in the 
UK studying the Central Asian, Isamic and Chincse coin collections at the Briish 
Museum. A slect ibiography follows: 

  

    
  

  

  

Books " Xinjiang heihanchao gianbi [The Qarakhanid coins of Xinjiang). Xinjiang 
Tenmin chubanshe, Uram, 1990, +(with Dong Qingxuan). Xinjiang Qianbi / Xinjiang Numismarics. Xinjiang Art 
2 Proo Pres, Uil nd Educatonal snd Culurl Frss, Hong Kong. 
1991 

+ (co-ed. with Chen Yuan and Yao Shiduo) Zhongguo ldai huob dasi 3: S 
Tang, Wadai, Shiguo shigi huobi (The Great Sries on Chinese morey, vol: 
(Coins of the Sui, Tang, Five Dynastes and Ten Kingdoms). Shanghai gui 
chubanshe, Shanghai, 1991 

+ (e fans) Helahanchao gianbi de lihi yiweni [A collection of wanslated 
texis on the coins and history of the Qarakhanids]. (publication detals 
unknown) 

Anicles, +*"Xinjiang Atushi chutu de Helahanchao qanbi jsczang qingli jinbao' [Short 
report o the hoard of the Qarakhanid coins unearthed in Atushi, Xinjang). 
Wenwu 1985(12). 

+ “Xinjang Atushi chutu de Mohanmode A'ersilan Han qianbi yanjiu’ [A study of the coins of Muhammed Arslan Khan uncarthed in Atishi, Xinjiang], 
Zhongsuo Qianbi 1986(2). 
“Beijing chutu “Xinjiang yinbi” kaobian' [A second look at the “Xinjiang 
silver coins’ uncarhed in Beijing', Xianggang gianbi yanjiuui kan (Hong 
Kong), 19905, + i mei Huigy gian’ [A coin with a Uighur inscription] in Qianbi shije 
(Taiwan), 1990(6). 

+ "Liang zhong Xinjiang Heihanchao gianbi kzo [On the Qarakhanid coins of 
Kinjang). Shushu Oapan), 1990(8). 

+“Xinjang gudai gianbi faxian yu yanjiu’ [Ancient coins of Xinjang: iscovery 
and research), in Xu Haishen (ed) Xinjiang gudai mincu wenhua lani 
{Collection of aricles on the culture of the ancient peopics of Xinjiang]. 

Xinjiang daxte chubanshe, Urumgj, 1990 
- Qi wuzh ian’ (On Qiuei wuzhu coin), Qianbi shiie (Taiwan), 19917, 
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“Shitan Sui Tang Woudai Shiguo Xiyu huobi wenhua’ [An investgation of the 
coin cultures of the Wester Regions during the S, Tang, Five Dynasties and 
Ten Kingdoms], in Ziongguo lidai huobi daxi 3, Shinghai 1991 
“Tantan Xinjiang chutu de Alimali 740 Chahetai hanguo gianbi’ [On the 
‘Chagatayid coins made in Alimali uncarthed in Xinjiang', Xianggang gianbi 
yanjihui kan (Hong Kong), 199207, 
(co-author with Lj Yousong) “Xinjiang Bl faxian de Chahetai hanguo jinbi 
chubu yanjiu” in Zhongguo gianbi xuchui (ed.) Zhongguo gianbi lunvenji 2 
A collcction of Chinese numismatic theses 2] Zhongguo jinrong chubanshe, 
Beijng, 1992. 

Transations 
“Mahermods — Keshige'er he ta de “Tujuewen dacidian” (ransation 
from the Uighur edition of the Encyclopacdia of Turkic Languages) in 
Xibe hidi, 1985). - Two articls on Qarakhanid coins by AA Davidovich, for inclusion in 
the book Helahan chao gianbi he lshi ey 

Dr. Helen Wang, Department of Coins and Medals, The Briish Museun, London, 
UK 

  

st  
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LIST OF LECTURES FOR 2003 

KINDLY NOTE THAT WE NOW HOST ONLY ONE EVENT EACH 

  

TERM 

20March2003  Laura Vigo (ndependen Schoar, UK) (Torsdy) Gpm *Clral Diionand ey An Anlyi ofSain Culre n Broce Ase erbwes 
Loture Theste, i SOAS Main 

30vsy 2003 r Deborah Kimbarg-Sater (st fo An iy, University of Vi, 
Lectur Tocae,  “The Mytry f he Pariniran B t Bamiyon SGASMain 
Buidng 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

  

   

  

   

If you would like to advertise in the next issue of| 
the CIAA Newsletter, please contact us for the 
advertising rates: 
« full, half or quarter page 
« publicity enclosures      
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Dear Readers, 
As the result of an anonymous donation, the CIAA continues 
to carry out its activities at SOAS. We would like to thamk 
our donor for his generosity. 
once again this newsletter contains three very interesting 
axticles. We hope that this will encourage our readers to 
Send us papers based on their own research findings which 
we can publish in the newsletter or in our book series. 
Since the publication of the last issue, the Circle has 
hosted three lectures. The first, on ~The Worship of 
Goddess Nana in Central and South Asia” was delivered by 
our Chair, Madhuvanti Ghose, in which she traced the 
fconographical origins of Nana in coins, imscriptions and 
statuary. Since the beginning of this academic year, we 
have had to reduce the humber of our lectures to one per 
Cerm.  In early November Professor Teuguhito Takeuchi, 
Professor of Linguistics, Kobe City University of Foreign 
Studies, Kobe, Japan, deiivered a lecture on the mid 8th- 
Sth century Tibetan wooden slips recording Tibetan 
adninistration excavated near Khotan on the Southern Silk 
Road: To coincide with the Asian Art in London 2002 week 
Jonathan Tucker, an independent scholar, presented a 
lecture based on his recently published book, The Silk 
Road: art and history in which he discussed several Silk 
Road sites and cheir art. 
We are continuing to edit CIMA's first volume, From Nisa to 
Niya (see £lyer in this issue). We are proud to announce 
that_we have been awarded a grant of £3000.00 by the 
Committee for Central and Inner Asia towards defraying the 
Costs of the colour illustrations for this book. Please 
Gontact the publisher in order to reserve your advance 
copy! 
Menbers of the Committee and Staff at CIAA would like to 
offer congratulations to our Chair, Dr. Madhuvanti Ghose on 
the award of her PhD degree. She is currently a research 
£ellow in the Department of Eastern Art at the Ashmolean 
Museun, Oxford, U.K., working on a catalogue of Gandharan 
Art. We are alsc pleased to announce that Mr. Ramesh 
Chander Dogra, formerly South Asian Librarian at SOAS, 
University of London, has received an MBE in the New Year's 
Honours List for services to South Asian studies. 
Finally we should like to take this opportunity once again 
to wish all our readers and subscribers a happy New Year. 
Thank you all for your contributions. 

The CIAA Committee 

5  
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