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EXCAVATIONS AT AMBARAN, JAMMU & KASHMIR, INDIA, 1999-2000 
AND DATING OF THE AKHNUR BUDDHIST TERRACOTTA HEADS 

by Dr. B. R Mani, Superintending Archacologisi, Archacological Survey of ndia 
Srinigar Circl, Jammu, India 

The hamlet Pambarwan at Ambaran, Lat. 30° 54N and long 74° 46'E is a centally 
protcted it under the Archacological Survey of India. I s located on the ight bank 
of the iver Chenab (Chandrabhaga), sbout 26kms. northwest of Jammu near Akhnur 
town. Aklnur i famous for s Buddhist terracotas which are preserved in a number 
of museums throughout the worl 

  

During his curatorsip of the Labore Museun in the 19305, Charles Fabi found a 
number of strikingly beauiful terracota heads in the museum, including some of 
Buddha. They were unlabelled and there was no clu s o their provenance. After & 

search of twenty months, which included tips to Baramulla, Srinagar, Harwan and 
‘Aklinu, he establshed the findspot of th terracotta heads as @ spot near Akhnur at 
Pambarwan in the village of Ambaran. He wrote severalaricles on his investgations, 
artand date of the emacottas. 

  

  

  

While giving details sboutth site, Fabri writes: “The tera-cotas came, one and all, 
from a culivaed field along the river bank, at & hamlet called Pambarvan. It was & 
desolae view. Completely dug up and ploughed for generations it i a vast cemetry: 
as it were, of @ great work of rt. Everywhere the carth was red with minute broken 
ragments of ters-cots, mostly no longer recognizable in shape. 

Genera View ofhe Excavated Are of Ambaran (Akhne) s, Idia 

  
T ChatsFae, B Barogus in Kk, s, Ot 1939 Five popaa il on Kshmi Government o s Pabhestons Do, MiistyofInfrmation sn Boadesang n 1951 Rk T ot rs, Vo VI No. 2 Bty Mt 195.p. 5361 

  

   



  
  

and has refuted th dating of Fabri, suggesting the sixth century as a more convincing 
date on artistc grounds. While he has righly identificd the residual Hellenism of 
‘Gandhara art infused by a few Gupta elemens in these terracotas, his dating is 
mainly based on the idea that sculptors of Akhnur and Ushkur had copied the 
raditons of Taxil, Fondukistan or Madhyadeia (Central India). Writng about the 
Aklnur terracotas, he mentions “the geographical positon of Akhour in a buffer 
‘zone, between Gandharan and Gupta spheres of influence, largely determined the 
Syle of ts sculptur. Out of a combination of clements of the two mjor artistic 
wadiions, vi., th fourth o fifth century stucco and teracotta art of Taxila and the 
sculptures of contemporary Madhyadesa, the idiom of this school evolved. Its 
tendency towards nauralism or rather realism is derived from Gandhara, and it 
serenity and grace from Gupta aesthetcs " He further emphasises that “of the tio 
‘contending sources Gupta clements are far outweighed by Tasilan tratsin Akhnur” 

  

  

  

  

  

    

Taxilan prototypes, in general, belong 10 the period from the second 10 the fourth 
centuries A.D. and it is evident from Sir John Marshalls extensive excavations that 
Taxila was caught up in poltical turmoil in the midle of the ifthcentury when the 
monasteies and other edifices were completely destroyed during the Huna invasion 
Thus, considering the Tasilan influence on Akhnur, Paul’ datng of the sxth century 
cannot be relied upon as Taxila must have influenced Akbnur much earler. The 
egion of Jammu and Kashmir also came under the rule of the turbulent Savite Hunas 
who were opposed to Buddhism, a act which also suggests the upper age limit of the 
paricular school at Akhnur or Ushkur o the middle of the fifth century A.D. 

  

  

  

According to the Allahabad pillar insciption Samudragupta seems to have already 
forced the ater Kushan kings, daisapuira shahi shahan shahi o ente ino aliance: 
with him in the frst half of the fourth century, a fact which is olso proved by 
numismatic evidence. The coins of Gadahra of Shaka, a later Kushan king of 
‘Gandhara who stated mentioning the name of th mighty Gupta emperor on his coins 
in place of that of Shapur I (309-379 A.D.) he Sasanian emperor who seems o have. 
overpowered the Kushan king carlcr. This is also evident from a passage in the 
namative history of the Roman offcer, Ammianus Marcellinus, who stats that the 
Kushans were in conflct with Shapur I s, therefore, easer 0 undersand that the 
poliical influence of the Guptas i the fourth century increased furher the culural 
impact of the art of Madhyadefa on the arsic actvities in the border arcas and 
further beyond in the northwest region. Thus in the light of political events and on 
sylistic grounds, AKhnur termacotas can be dated 10 the second half of the fourth 
century AD. which is further confirmed by the stratigraphical evidence of the 
excavations conducted at Ambaran (AKhnus) recently. The excavations have also 
‘made it clea tht the site came into prominence during the early Kushan period, and 
thus, it must have enjoyed cultural Tinks with the centres of Gandharan at for a long 

period due o it proximity to the Gandhara region. Nevw impetus of Gupta classcism 
elped the AKhnur artists to evolve  fresh mixed style in the fourth century A.D. 
‘which was seemingly followed by the aristsat Ushkur and Harwan. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

A close resemblance of the Akhnur terracotta heads with Gandhara art and the 
confusion created regarding thir chronology by Charles Fabri inspired us 0 frther 

Pran GopalPal. Bty Sclprureof K Laden, 1986..80. ¢ lhid .92 
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‘and has refted the dating of Fabri, suggesting the sixth century as a more convincing 
date on artistic grounds. While he has righty identified the residual Hellenism of 
‘Gandhara art infused by a few Gupta elements in these terracotas, his dating is 
mainly based on the idea that sculptors of Akhnur and Ushkur had copied the 
traditions of Taxila, Fondukistan or Madiyadesa (Cental In 
Aklnur terracotas, he mentions “the geographical positon of Akhnur in a buffer 
zone, between Gandharan and Gupta spheres of nfluence, largely determined the 
style of ts sculpture. Out of a combination of elements of the two major artistic 
teadiions,vi., th fourth to ifth century stucco and teracottaart of Taxla and the 
sculptures of contemporary Madhyadesa, the idiom of this school evolved. Its 
tendency towards natralism or rather realism s derived from Gandhara, and its 
serenty and grace from Gupta aesthetis.™ He further emphasiss that “of the two 
contending sources Guptaelementsare far ouweighed by Taxilan trits in Akhnur” 

    

  

  

  

  

Taxilan prototypes, in general, belong (o the period from the second 10 the fourth 
centuries A.D. and it is evident from Sir John Marshals extensive excavations that 
Taxila was caught up in poltical turmol n the middl of the ifthcentury when the 
monasteres and other edifices were completely desroyed during the Huna invasion 
“Thus, consideing the Taxilan influence on Aknur, Paul’s dating of the sxth century 
cannot be relid upon as Taxila must have influenced Akhnur much carlcr. The 
region of Jammu and Kashir also came under the ule of the twrbulent Saivite Hunas 
who were oppose to Buddhism, a fact which also suggests the upper age limit of the 
partcular school at Akhinur or Ushkar to the middle of th ffth century A.D. 

   

Acsonding to the Allahabad pillr inscrption Samudragupt seems o have alrcady 
forcd the aer Kushan kings, davapuar shahi shalan shai o entr o llance 
wilh i in the first alf of he fourh cenury, & fact which is also proved by 
numismtic evidence. The coins of Gadahra or Shaka, o later Kushan king of 
Gndhara who sared menioning e e o he mighty Gupsa cmperoron i coins 
inplce of thatof Shapur 1 (309-379 A, the Sasanion emperor Who secms 0 have 
overpowered the Kushan king carler. This i also evident from a passge in the 
naraive history o th Roman offier, Ammianus Mrcelinus, who satestht he 
Kushans wer n confle with Shapur . i, tereor,casie 0 undersand that he 
poliial influcnce o the Guptas inthe ourt century inreased futher the culural 
impact of th art of Madyadeda on the aristic aciviis in the bordr aras and 
further beyond in the northwest region. Thus in the lght of poliical eventsand on 
stylistic grounds, AKhnur trracotas can be dted 0 he scond balf of the fourth 
century AD., which i furhe confimed by he staigraphical evidence of the 
excavations conducted at Ambaran (AKhnur) ecently. The excavations have also 
made i clear hat the st came into prominence drin th corly Kushan erid,and 
{hus it musthave enjoyed ulual ks with he centres of Gandharan atfor  long 
period due 0 it prosimity o the Gandhaa egion. New impetus of Gupta classcism 
helped the AKhnur arss (0 evolve  fesh mixed style n the fourth centry A.D. 
‘hich s sesmingly followed b the artiss a Ushurand Harvan. 

  

A close resemblance of the Akhnur terracotta heads with Gandhara art and the 
confusion creaed regarding ther chronology by Charles Fabri inspired us to furher 

3P0 Goa Pl Ealy Scpre o s Leden, 198,58, 
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investigat ino the matte 10 solve this problem through excavations. Besides, it was 
also required to confirm whether the erraced mound at the hamle of Pambarwan at 
Ambaran was the real findspot of these teracotas, for F i was, it would prove 10 be 
the frst known Buddhist seutlement in the Jammu region. With this objectve, 
excavations were aken upat the it from January o June 2000 under the dirccton of 

the author assised by P.C. Chaudhary (Dy. S.A), AK. Khanna (A.S.A.). Suject 
Nayan, MK. Joshi, L Meena (Assistant Archacologists), Gulzar Singh (Sr. 
Surveyo). B.S. Jamwal (Sr. Photographer), Raghbir Singh (Photographer grade I, 
RK. Kaul (Drafisman grade ), Aruni Siddha, V.K. Koul, AK. Kaul and SK. Bhat 
(all from the Srinagar Circle of the Archacological Survey of India). 

  

  

The ancient stc of Ambaran s spread over an arca of about 500sq.m. n an cast-west 
direction on th right bank of th rver terrace of the Chenab, in between tworillets     

   

  

‘which join th rver. The site s about 100ms. in width from north o south. On cther 
side of the river there are middle Plistocene boulder conglomerate deposits over 
‘which there are loose boulders and pebbes mixed with sand, slt and clay belonging. 

  

1o the lte Pleisocen period which s the natural soil below th culturel deposis. The 
thickness of the cultural deposits varies according {0 the original contours of the sie 
and i square ZAL, quadrant 4 it s found to be 2 0ms.thick over th natural sol 

    
AMBARAN 1999 -2000 
KEY. PLAN OF STRUCTURES 
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Excavations were undertaken in 9 squares, measuring 10 x 10ms. cach and divided 
into quadrants. Burnt brick structres of various phases were encountered i almost 
all ofthe renches. They were found damaged maily due 10 two reasons,repeated 
loods of the Chensb and unauthorised digging operatons in the area in the past. The. 
longer axis of boulders, brought during fash floods and resting at variouslevels tthe 

e, point owards the course of the iver which suggests receding flood waters afer 
deposiion of bouldersat the st The cycles of sand, silt and clay were noticed at 
several levels in most of the trenches. The geological aspects relaed to the sie are 
under examination by Dr. R. K. Ganjoo. The fuct that the it s been continuously 
prone to heavy floods i quite clear i the markings of the High Flood Level on a 
masonry column on the incomplet bridg, lose o the sit. The mark is mentioned as 
2.40ms. above R.L. 328.0 which means that the recorded HFL in the recen past has 
cen 330.40ms. above mean sa evel. It shows that most of the fenced arca of thesie 
was submerged in floods which would have also been a regular feature in ancient 

s, causing the destructon of sructures. The site seems 1o have been abandoned 
sometime around the seventh century A.D. due 1 the abov reason. 

  

           
  

    AMBARAN 19992000 

wesT EasT 
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A pre 
periods: 
Period I:  Pre-Kushan Peiod (c. second-firstcentury B.C.) 
Period II: - Kushan Period (c. firsthird century A.D.) 
Period Il Post-Kushan (Gupta) Period c. ourth-fifth century A.D) 
Period IV: Post-Gupta Perod (. sixth-seventh century A.D.) 

inary study of the site revealed the cultural sequence of the following 

So far no structural emains of Period 1 have been found. A separate horizon of the 
period was noticed in sq. ZAL, gd. 4, over the naural sol. The deposit was tin and 
conained grey ware sherds of bows. A sherd of black slipped ware was also found 
besides  few such sherds from the surfce, 

A Buddhist monastc estblishment seems to have been founded at the st in Period 
1. Besides a andom rubble wall in sg. ZA1, . 4, al ther strucures of Period I are 
in burnt brick masonry with bricks usually measuring 38<24x7ems. Two sructures 
with squarish plan were noticed n qds. 3 and 4 of square B2 with typical Kushan 
bricks. The larger of the two, in quadrant 3, has up (o 14 surviving courses, with 
courss of concave and convex-sided moulded bricks besides plain ones a regular 
intervals. Remains of a brick paved pathway were also noticed in front of these 
Stuctures. These sructures are most probably bases of vlive stupas. Due o heavy 
loods i theriver they were damaged a i evident from the deposits of sand and silt 
around them along with bouldes on the casernside brought during heavy floods. 

  

    

Square C1, which comprises the trench of the excavation” sarted in 1973-74 and 
abandonedsoon afterwards, brought to light a large platform with tapering walls 
belonging to Period 11 with bricks fllen vertcally on edges on top of it Further 
excavations a the ste may make it possible to understand the nature o th structure 
‘which appears 0 b the squarish base of a tupa. 

  

  

“Two distinet strctural phases of Period Il were noticed, the first having structures 
with bricks messuring 27x22x7cms. i general and th second phase with bricks and 
rickbats of earie sructures reused, mostly in srengthening the walls which most 
likely suffered damages doe to Nash floods ofth river. The remains of n entrance of 
an important complex was found in sq. A2 where there was  concentration of 
terracota fgurines and their ragmens which were all used for decoratng the wall, 
‘which was probably th fagade of the gate of the monastey. A stone pitched pathvay 
leading towards the north, and flanked by brick walls was noticed. I seems that the 
entrance was blocked or narrowed during the next phase by puting a wall at the 
Southern end of the pathway parallel 10 it at the gate. A large number of terrcotta 
human fingers, palms, hands, legs, cars and torso parts were found. They include 
those of femal figures with breasts covered with a citon-like cloth and the nipples 
shown with fou dots, which are quit smlar (0 the one published by Fabr  Pars of 
bodics and drapery of the Buddha or female devotees, decoratve omaments having, 
foral and other designs,a fy whisk, a headiess female deity and one ful and some 
fragmentary relief heads of devotees with open eyelids and claborate haidress and 
ormaments were also found. Some of the fingers belong 10 lf-size images while most 
of them might have ben from smaler ones. Shapes of the fingers suggest diffrent 

  

        

i Archaology 1973744 Rviw. . 14. 5 ChasFaeop. .61 
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postures intended for expressions. These teracotas must have embellished the walls 
Of thefirst phase of Period I 

Heads are i relief showing profle ofthe face and they, along withother fragments of 
tors, omaments and drapery bear marks of einforcement as if they Were meant o 
stk 10 the plaster of the wall. Extension of walls of the sructurs of Period 1l were 
traced in squares BI and B2. Tt was noticed tha siructures of the first phase were 
given extrasupport and also repaired at iffeent stages during the second phase and 
‘e afte they had been damaged duc o floods. The wall butting th gate was traced 
in an castern direction in qd. 3 of sg. A2 and gds. 3 and 4 of sq. B2 and it was 
observed tha s apering nture and prjections were meant 0 save th siucture from 
floods. A maximum of 31 courses of bricks were found in 4. 4 of 9. B2 of which the 
lower 21 courses belong 1o phase | and the (0p ten courses 0 4 latr phase when it 
was repaired. The lower courses slightly project afer three courses cach, giving o 
regular taering nature 10 the wal and consit. of full brcks while the (op tn courses 
o not follow the same principle and were the utcome of the epairs taken up i the 
second phase or during Period 1V when bricks and brickbals were ulised. A few 
decorted brcks werealso found reused i this repair work inthe top courses. 

   
  

  

  

  

  

A rectangula structure with s walls having a thickness of 70cms, was exposed 
towards the westof the large structue of Period I1. On the floor ofthe rectangular 
Sructure chunks of lime plaster were found lying upside down which suggests that 
they are th remains ofth fllen stuceo celing which was painted with redstrips. It 
northern wal was found damaged due to unauthorised digging probably by antiquity 
huntrs in the past. Overlying the leves o Period 1 buring activity was aso noticed. 
i the sealing lyers at some spots which are quite distinct in the northern setion of 
square C1, but it would be too premalure o relate it o the invasion and destruction by 
the Hunas a5 no other evidence s availabl in this regard. Some reed impressions 
were also found on clay lumps, 

  

  

  

  

“The large comples, which is seemingly a monastery, surived in part during Period 
1V when additons and altrations were made t itsoriginal structure and repairs were 
also carried out. Due to cultvation snd unmindful diggings a the site the sruetures of 

this period which were nearer 0 the surfuce suffered heavy damages and walls with 
only one or two courses of brickbats could be found. A square siructure, which is 
probaby the base of @ brick pillar, was seen in qd. 4 of sg. Al besides supparting 
wals and parttons in structures made during tis period. The maximum depositof 
the period was observed in qd. 1 of sq. A2 consisting of four layers with a distinct 
layer of brick debis of some sirueture. A Huna coin was found near th pillar base in 
his level. 

  

  

e thin deposit of layer 10 conains pottery of Period I followed by a flood deposit 
asis evidentin gd. 4 f sq. ZAL Layers § 108 belong 1o Period Il followed by a flood 
depositin layer 4 sealing the stone wal. Layers 2 and 3 belong o Period I and 1 1o 
Period IV. In most of the trenches the same straigraphy was observed depending 
upon the situaton leading to the quaniy of deposition of flood and stuctural debrs, 
“The Kushan stuctureof Period 1 in squares B2 and C1 were found sealed by layer 
5. Siuctures of Period Il are usually sealed by layer 3 and sometimes by layer 
epending upon theirexisence n th next period. 
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As alrady mentioned, a few pieces of grey ware bowls were found from the level 
elonging to Period 1. The estof the ceramie industey of the st i n red ware, both 
with and without sip. Potery of Periods I1 o IV do not have much difference in 
shapes, except tht in the last period edges of bowls become sharp, while they were 
thick and incurved during the earle two periods. Important shapes are basins, bowls, 
sprinklers, vass, lids, lamps, handled cups, spouts including one with a grotesque. 
animal head and Storage jars. Stamped designs have also been found on  few sherds. 
One of the the pot lugs bearsthe head o  lion. 

  

  

‘Amongst the important antiqitis found are 3 large number of decorative erracotia 
gurines mentioned earier, including the left profle of  princely looking male head 

a broken teracotta mould showing the bust of  lady wearing @ beaded hai ornament 
with  boss t the centre, car pendans, necklace and armlets, two small terracotta 
rotesque heads, terracorta moulds of leaves and omaments, terracota skin rubber, 
beads and gamesmen, iron rals, hooks and rings, a ew copper objects, a glass and 
stone bead, part of a small stone sculpture in Gupta style showing  male attendant 
holding some objectin hisraised right hand an the left resting on is thigh, and other 
miorantiqutis. An ineresing broken terracota tablet mould bears on its ifferent 
faces negaive impressions of  pendant, fruis and leaves, a bird siting on a branch 
with fruit and leaf and a squating figure of a monkey. Eight crcular copper coins. 
were found during excavations. OF these one is badly defaced, six belong (o the 
Kushan rulrs Soter Megas, Kanishka and Huishka and one perhaps to Toramans, 
the Huna rilr 

  

  

   EXCAVATION NEWS FROM KASHMIR, INDIA 
by Dr. B R. Mani, Superiending Archacologis, Archacological Survey of Indic 

Srinigar Circle, Jammu, India 

The Archacological Survey of India, Srinagar Circle, has been conducting 
excavation recently all over the sate of Jammu and Kashiir despite the disturbed 
conditions. Below s  report o some of these investigations 

  

  

Excavations at Guru Baba-Ka-Tibba (Dist. Jamm) 1996-95 

The sitc of Guru Baba-Ka Tibba s locaed about S00ms. west of Datryal villge in 
Block Marh, about 18kms. west of Jammu. Two seasons of excavations revealed & 
6m. habitational deposi a the central mound with four cultural periods - Period | 
represented by grey ware culure, Period I represented by carly historical materia, 
Period I belonging (0 the Kushan period and Period IV represcnted by the medieval 
period. Grey ware of Period i found in asociation with fine plain black ware, red 
ware and coarse red ware,the characterstic form being convex and straight sided 
bowls and dishes. Among the fnds of black ware, back slpped ware and red ware of 
Period 1 have bowls and dishes of calicr types besides basins with nail-headed rim 
‘and pear-shaped vases. Period 1 have bows with sharp rm, taperin side and thick 
at base, sprinklers and spouted vases in red ware. Besides the usual feaures of 
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medieval ceramies, Period IV is represented by knife-edged bowls, sharp carinated 
cooking pots, spouted vases and jars. Some copper and slve coins, stone medallon, 
bone plaguette, marble plat, terracotta beads, balls, gamesmen and animal fgurines 
havealso been found 

Excavations at Jafar Chak (Dist Jammu) 1995-99 

“The st at vilage Jafar Chak in Marh Block is located at  distance of about 19kms. 
west of Jamm. Excavations at the site revealed th carly and late medieval ceramic. 
‘assemblage in the habtational deposit of sbout 7m thickness which can be divided 
into three successive cultural peiods - Period I, represented by deposits of sixth- 
seventh centuries A.D. 10 the inth century A.D; Peiod I rpresented by deposis of 
ninth to thireenth centuries A.D. and Period Il belonging to the thiricenth to 
cighteenth centuries A.D. Decorated bricks of Period | were reused in succeeding 
periods when the size of bricks as found from structures datable (o abou the 
fourtcenth century was 28x20xdems. Structues of Period I show deteroration of 
setlment as large size pebbles were also used with bricks, eused bricks and brick 
buis. A sunken brick paved floor of a room has been encountered measuring 
3.70x2.45ms. A sterle deposit of about 35cms. thickness above the habtational layer 
of Period 1 suggests evidence of flood in the area. Red ware was the predominant 
pottery throughout with slight change in shapes. Both plain and black painted pots 
have been found. Basins, cooking pots, g, jars, vases are commnly found. Small 
sharp-edged bowls were found from the late levels while bowls of crlier levels are 
larger and have thicker rims. Terracotta, stone and glass beads, gamesmen, 
fragmentary iron and copper objects, shell bangle picces and terracotta animal 
fgurines were found. Among inteesting antiquitis a silver bracelet studded with 
Semi-precious stones belonging to the earlist deposit of Period 1 and a copper coin 
of Sulan Zain-Ul-Abidin (1420 to 1472 A.D.) from a late level of Period Il are 
noteworthy. 

  

   

Excavations at Kanispur (Dist. Baramulla) 1998-99 

Kanispur lso known as Kanishpur or Kanispora in Baramulla distictof Kashir is 
prolific neolithic and historial st on the Ief bk of the Jhelum river (ancient 
Vitasta) which has been idenified with the Kanishkapura mentioned by Kalhana 
(1148-49 A.D.) in his Rajaiarangini 3s a city founded by the Turushka king 
Kanishka, who is well known i history as the famous ruer of the Kushan dynasty 
With the objective of confirming th tradition of the foundation of the Kushan city 
through archacological finds, partculaly in view of the occurrence of nealithic 
pottry from the surfuc at the st, suggesting an earlier oscupation ofthesite and to 
Know the cultural sequence and settlement patiern in different periods,the Srinagar 
Circle of the Archacological Survey cartied out excavations for the first season in 
1995.99 at three diffeent areas of the sit. Excavtions proved that the flattop o the 
Karewas known as Rajteng along with its southern slopes were occupied during. 
neolthi times. Afler  gap ofseveral centurieslrge religious sructures were erected 
there during the Kushan rue. The Kushan ity of Kanishkapura was founded tovards 
the soulh-west of Rajteng on the comparativel flat ground in the modern village area 
where Kushan deposit was found jus overlying the natural soil which confirms the 

  

  

  

     



    
  

CIAA Newsletter Issue #12_Articles     
teaditon of the foundation of the city by Kanishk I. I total 39 quadrants of 17 

squares (10x10ms.) were fllyor party excavated. 
A prelminary study of the deposits suggests a sequence of five cultural periods: 
Period | 
Period I 
Period Il 
Period IV 
Period V 

Polished stone celts have been found from Periods I and I1 Four successive floor 
levels along with post hols which were parts of rctangula houses were notied in 
thelevels of eriod 1 which probably had thatched roofs. A heart i association with 
an earthen pot and a jar along with the charactristic neolthic pottery and a sone celt 
were found. Evidence of cicular pits have also been noticed. The ceramic industry 
comprised both hand made as wellas wheel turned potery 
Vases, bows, pots and dishes on stand in fine and coarse grey ware, red war, dull 
red wre, black war 
with eeds to make the surfae of the wet pots smooth has lef vetical, horizonal and 
slanting marks of groovings. The disc bases of the pots have a varicty of mat- 
impressed designs. Poished stone cels have been found from different lvels along 
with some bone points. The evidence of a bangle piece. a needle, two pins, an ear or 
nose ring and a chisel - all in copper from the ast phase of Period I suggest the 

chaleaithic contct, similar o th evidence from Burzahom and Gufkralneolthic 

Parts of a huge strcture of the Kushan period were traced upto a length of 22ms. and 
breadih of 17ms. at Rajteng which was consiructed of diaper pebble walls with ime 

Roof tles with circular holes for iron nails suggest a wooden 
superstrucure. On the slopes a damaged pavement o decorted teracotta tles ith 
the patter of alarg disc having several coneentic circles made outof the iles vas 

brick floor 

exposed. 

Floraldecorations and medallons with the dharmachakra moif, Brahmi leters and 
Kharoshihi numerals were found on the ile. Red ware was the main ceramic industry 
with shapes of a varity of bowls, goblts, spouted pots, basins, lids, cooking pots, 
vases and plates. A rare Scm high goblet of fne red ware with deep flred mouth, 
‘consricted neck and convex reed flutings round the body between the shoulder and 
the base was found which s quite similar 10 those found from S 
Taxila in fine red ware,silver, copper and bronze d 
first century AD. A Kushan copper coin, a silver a 

  

antiquities found from the Kushan levels. Red ware continued 
with linle change in shapes. A circula coppe coin of Bhimagupta (c. 975:981 AD) 
was found in the top level of Period V. Huge earthen pois and jars covered with 
cicularsone ldsfrom perod V suggest evidence of granary 

  

ines, pcce of a blue glass bangle, ron ails and an arrowhead were important 

‘Aceramic Neolithic Period c. rd-2nd millennium B.C.) 
Ceramic Neolitic Period (c. 20d-1st millennium B.C.) 
Kushan Period (. It-#h century A.D) 
Post-Kushan Period (. 4h6th century A.D.) 
Kashimir Dynastic Period (c. 7h-10th century AD) 

    

 and buff ware are the important types. The brushing tretment 

  

rkap and Mahal at 
ing back t the carly part of the 
ndant, 3 stone I, terracotta 

  

  

Period IV and V- 
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Other Archacological Investigations in Jammu and Kashmir 

Besides regular archacological excavations, the Srinagar Circle has conducted 
exploratory surveys in the Jammu and Kathua distict. Several new sites with 
neolithic, carly historical and carly medieval cultural assemblage have been 
discovered. Imporant metalic sculpures and other arifcts have been located i 
different Buddhist monasteris in Ladakh, particularly in the Nubra and Zanskar 
arcas. A regular investigation from Batal in the west to the Chang-thang, Nyoma 
and Hanle area i the east have revealed evidence of a large number of camping sites 

on ancient rade outes. Prehistori, early historical and medieval rock engravings on 
ranitic bouldersand rocks have also been recorded. The entire stetch on the Kargi 
Padum road (approximately 243kms) has been explored in September 1998 with 
evidence of early rock engravings of bexes, hunting scenes,a group dance,fighting 
scenes, figurs of catle, yak, goat,deer, dog, ol, orse, horse iders and sun, palm 
and other symbols on the boulders at camping sites. Rock carvings of dhyani 
Buddhas, Maitreya and other figures were also notced at a number of places in 
Ladakh which date back o c.sixth century A.D. 0. sxteenth century A.D. 

  

  

  

  

  

    

ASOKAN STUPA DISCOVERED AT LANGUDI HILL. 

by Dr. D. R. Pradhan, Curator, Orissa Sate Archacology and Secretary, Orissan 
Institue of Maritime and Soul-cast Asian Studies, Bhubaneshar, India 

Xuanzang in the book Dazang Xy has recorded that “there were more than ten 
‘Adokan topes (stupas) a places where the Buddha had preached” in Wo-tu (Odra). 
His statement s also supported by Xuanzang’s biography by Huili? According (0 
Buddhist radition Aok had constructed eighty-four thousand stupas throughout his 
empire. In the days of Adoka, Langudi Hill was very much a part of his empire in 
‘ancient Kalinga.* The Buddhist establishment of Langudi Hill has already been 
dentified with the famous Pudpagiri-Vihara of Xuanzang’s time.5 The recent 
discovery of an Adokan stupa along with the name of Aok in early Brahmi 
characters a Langudi Hill has added a new chapter to the history of Buddhism in 
India i general and Orissa i paricular. 

Langudi Hill(lat. 20°.12'N, long. 86°.43'E) Survey sheet no. 73 L12 i stuated near 
village Salipur on theright bank of the rivr Kelua (a tributay of the Brahmani) under 
the Dharamala Police Staton in Jajpur distict o the state of Orissa. The nearest bus 
sation i Jaraka on National Highway no. S a a disance of $ kms. and 80 ks from 
Bhubaneshwa, th state capital. The hill might have been chosen by the Buddhist 
community for it isolated eminence, calm atmosphere and natural security for their 
monastc lfe, meditation and sty     

Thome Wates, 0 Yaan Gwang's Trovels i . 193 
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The exploraton and excavation at Langudi Hill was undertaken by the Orissan 
Insiute o Martime nd South-cast Asan Stdics ( stte governmentorgaisation) 
under the ditection of Dr. D. R. Pradhan, it Secrtary, and Curaor of Orissa Stte 
Archacology since 1996 The excavationforthe it e s yielded  serics ofrock- 
cutstupas,rockecut icons like five Diydn Buddras and tei five Sabis, teracota 
Supas, teracots Buddba, tercotta Tara and othe terracotacul images. A number 
of fsgmentary cary Brshmi nscriptons, eracot seals and sealings, and Dhdraris 
havealso been uncathd. The explorton a Languds Hill ncludes two stpas, o 
siharas ind a number of ock.cut caves. 

  

   

   

The present aticle is based on the archacological indings and epigraphical evidences 
ofthe 1999-2000 excavation phase. On account o the peculiar plan and elevation and 
the findings of carly objccts we have concenirated ssentially in exposing th present 
stupa. The excavation i in progres but on the basis of material remains corroboratve 
evidences we are ofthe view tha th stupa n question might have been built during 

the time of Adoka 

  

  

Plan of the stupa 
The plan of the supa s rectangular on the base but the clevated porton s squar. The 
size of the stupa is 75ft. (22.67ms) NS x 60R. (18.26ms.) x EW 9R. (2.745ms) 
height. The diameter of the stupa s G0R. (18.26ms.). The plith porton of the stupa s 
surrounded by dressed latrite wall and the elevated porion s raised by burmt bricks 
of differentsizes. Inthe southen side th saicase leads 0 the elevated potion of the 
supa. Generaly in stupa srchiteeture sairases lead t the upper processional path in 
fourdirction; however, this stupa is an exception 

  

  

  

The staircases were originally flnked by 8 railing pillrs and suchis (crossbars) on 
each side as the postholes are clearly visibl afer the excavation. The otal stupa area 
was encirced by railing pillars and suchis s noticed by the discovery of 26 railing 

 



  

pillars. There were four standing round laterte pllarsat th four cardinal poiatsof the 
stupa. Out ofthe four, three are found on site but one is missing in the southeast 

Railing pillars and suchis 

Out of 26 ailing pillrs so far discovered, only two are decorated. Al other 24 railing 
pillars are plan. I is presumed. that these plain railing pillars might have been 
employed during the time of Adoka but the (wo decorated rafing pillrs with a lots 
‘medallon and carvings might be  late additon. In the case of suchi also, the plain 
ones areof the Afokan period but th decorated ones are of the Suga period. 

  

Terracotta objects 
  

For the frst time terracota object including stupas, Buddha images, Tara image, 
decorated raling, decorated deers, parasol (chhatra) footprin of Buddha, mother 
goddess and other finds have been discovered at this stupa. Terracotta car stud 
bangles and beads were also unearthed durin the excavation. In other Buddhist sites 
50 far excavated in Orissa o many terracata objcts have never been found. Bangle 
picces of glas and terracott have clearly indicated the association of female monks 
to this Langudi il stupe. 

  

  

  

Adoka chakea/chhatravalis (parasol) 

Fragmented portions of chhatravali (parasl) of two differnt sizes were discovered 
during the excavation. The chharravalis are made of sandstone and might have bes 
employed on the top of the Aarmika during the Afokan period 
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Temeota Figures, Langu 
Pottery 

Two sherds, one gokdenin colour and the other black with silver luste, were found in 
the present stupa. They ar considered to be Mauryan pottery which was extensively 
used during the time of Adoka. Potery finds include black slipped ware and red ware 

Bricks 

Several varieies of fired bricks were used in the constrution of the present stupa 
The measurement of some of the specimens are given below i inches 

  

LENGTH BREADTH THICKNESS 
L1Sin in 3in 
2150 10in 3in 
3 145in 10in 3in 
4.143in 9in 3in 
51350 10in in 
61250 10in in 

  

Name of Adokan inscription 

The most important discovery during 1999-2000 was of two stone inscriptions 
refering o the name of Adoka. The texts of the inseriptions deciphered by Prof B. N 
Mukleriee as ama upaska ASokasa samehiamana agra eka stupa tranlats 352 lay 
worshipper Afoka with relgious longing is associated in the consiruction of 
prominent stupa” The text of another inscripion alo clearly indicates the name of 
Adok aschh karena r&¥a Afokhena.? Insciptions naming Adoka hase been found in 
very few places in India like Maski in Karnataka and Gujjara in Madhya Pradesh, 
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Henee the occurrence o the name of Afoka tvice at Langudi Hil in Oriss is 
certinly of immense archacological imporance. 
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NEWS BULLETIN 

Circle of Tibetan and Himalayan Studics established at SOAS 

The School of Orental and Afican Studies (SOAS) announced the launch of the 
Circle of Tibetan and Himalayan Studis. In essence, the Circle i a collaborative 
initiative aimed at promoting, coordinating and pubicising the study of Tibetan and 
Himalayan cultue in London 

During the past two decades, nteest in the Tibetan and Himalayan civilisations has 
rown from a fringe phenomenon, led by a relatively small group of scholars and 
aficionados, t© @ major component in Asian Studies departmens at universities 
worldvwide. This has manifested itself n swelling student numbers, in a large volume 
of academic publications covering a broad range of faces of the cultres of Tibe, 
Nepal, Bhutan, Ladakh and Central Asi, in substantial public inerest in exhibitions 
of Tibetan and Himalayan arts as well 4 in an increasingly sophisticated level of 
discourse inthe media. 

For a varety of istoricl, politial and cultral reasons, London has long enjoyed o 
promineat place i Tibetan and Himalayan Studies. Apart from the scholarly focus 
provided by the Sehool of Orental and Afrcan Studies, London s alsothe home of 
umber of important national collections of Tibetan art, craf and literature, The 
British Library, for example, i the larget repositry of Tibetan manuscripts and 
blockprints in the West. The Britsh Museum conains many paintings, sculpures and 
artefacts of great rarty and cultural importance. Furthermore, London stands at the 
centre of a burgeoning trade in Tibetan and Himalayan antiquities. Is g 
routinely exhibit some of the finest specimens of the region's art and atract many 
hundreds of isitors cach year. In addition, London has become the poliico-culural 
hub for a broad range of non-governmental organisations concerned with the 
preservaion ofthe Tibetan culure and the welfar of s people in India and Tibet 

  

  

  

  

       
        

  

  

  

“The sms and objectves ofthe Circle address a wide range of concerns. Firs, it seves. 
1o coordinate events and lectures pertining to Tibet and the Himalayas in the greater 
London area. In sitc of the pronounced interest in Tibetan and Himalayan cultures, 
there exiss no single forum in London o promot, coordinate and integrate the 
diverse areas of personal and scholarly engagement with Tibet. Announcements of 
talks and seminars are often circulated 1o 4 restrcted number of participanis, 
exhibitions come and go without being brought to the atention o the resident 
Tibetological community iaison between lleies and scholaly/curaorial expertse 
s arely coordinated in a proper framework and depends often on personal contacs 
T order 0 remedy this rather unsatisfactory sitution, there i thus  siron case for 
th creaton of a Tbetological centre open 0 allinividuls,insttutions and inter 
groups concerned with the preservaion and study of Tibetan cultural hertage, whose 
sk it is o establsh an arena for Tibetan studies and o provid 
communication between s participans 
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Once reliable channels of communication have been established, the Circle will 
endeavour 1o integrate the various intrests of scholas, curators, collctors and 
interested individual in orde to create  lvely forum of discussion and itelectual 
debate. Particular emphasis will be given 10 education as it seeks o faciliate and 
increase student-exposure o experise heldat th particpating insiutions. 

    

“The itellectal ocus of the Circle onsists ofa seiesof seminars and alks hosted by 
SOAS. The content o these presentations il cover a wide range oftopis pera 
o Tibetan and Himalayan studics, including art, archacology, architcture, hisory, 
language, music and relgion. In orde to ensure adequate breadth and qualty the 
appointment of speakers will ot be confined to those resident in the UK., but wil 
include scholars from continental Europe and the U.S A. The seminars will ake place 
at regular intervals and it s hoped o have at least four speakers every year. Finally, 
the Circles brif s (o establish links with other seminar and rescarch initatves 
‘Contacs have already been established with the Circle of Inner Asian At (SOAS) 
and the Shalu Project (Pais) as wellas with  number of other projectsin coninental 
Europe and US A 

  

  

  

  

  

The inaugural lecure of th Circle took place doring London's Asian Art Week on 13 
November, 2000 in the Brunei Gallry ofthe School of Oriental and African Stdies. 
It was delivered by Professor David Seyfort Rucgg who spoke on rescarch 
perspectives in the fields of Tibetan, Himalayan and Inner Asian Studics 
Breathtaking in scope s in detail, Professor Ruegg discoursed on the cultural 
cohesion of the Tibeto-Himalayan regions and highlighted several themes that call 
urgently for scholarly investigation. Atiended by well over 200 Tibetologists, 
collctors and enthusiasts of Tibetan culture, the lcture constituted the de facto 
Taunch of the Cireles actviies and laid the foundation for fture events a5 well 35 for 
academic and nstittional colaboration. 

Letures to be deivered in 2001 include: “A Singhalese Arhat: Sakyasribhadra and 
Religious Politis in Tibet” by Professor Leonard van der Kuijp (Harvard University, 

US.A) on Friday, 19 January, 2001 at 5.30pm in Room BG102 (Seminar, Room 
G50, 10am-12pm): “Words and acs of truth: An examination of a key Indic moive. 
and it transmission from India to Tibe, as atested in the Tibetan documens from 
Dunhuang’ by Professor Cristina Scherre-Schaub (Sorbonne, France) on Friday, 23 
March, 2001 at $.30pm in Room GS! (Seminar, Room G50, 10am-12pm) and 
“Recent Discoveris: Sl more Painting Sets Commissioned by Situ Panchen” by 
Professor David Jackson (University of Hamburg, Germany) on Friday, 18 May, 2001 
at 5.30pm in the Main Lecture Theatre, Phillips Building (Seminar, Room GS8, 
10amn-12pm). 

        

   
  

I order 10 nhance s profile and 0 promote inter-personal communication between 
its members, the Circle will seck to organise, when and if appropriate, public events 
structured around special exhibitons hosted by affiliated insttutions, galleries and 
supporters. Typicaly, these will be complemented by audio-visual presenttions on 
selcted aspects of Tibetan and Himalayan colture and may include musical or 
theatrical performanees. 
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“The bedrock ofthe Circl's funding comes from a elect group of Patrons who seck (0 
express ther nterest i, and support of Tibetan and Himalayan studies through an 
annualsubseripion fe of £500. There willlso be  lower eniy-level of subsciption 
of £100. All donations of this amoun, while not graning the same privleges s those 
extended o the Patrons, will be publicly acknowledged and confer priority access (o 
the events organised by the Circle. General membership s free of charge. Additional 
funds will be raised from the participating fstitutions and through gran applications 
submitted to higher education funding bodies. 

    

For information abou the Circle's actvities and incluson in ts mailing s, please 
contact: Ulrich Pagel, School of Oriental and African Studies, Department of the 
Study of Religions, Thornhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WCIH 0XG, UK 
Tel: +44 20 7898 4782; Fax: +44 20 7898 4779; e-mail: cths@soas ac.uk 

Dr. Utrich Pagel, 
Lecturer of Language and Religion in Tiberand Middle Asia 

SOAS, Universiy o London, UK 

Leverhulme Lectures by Professor Sam Licu at SOAS , London, UK. 

Professor Sam Lieu (Macquarie University, Sydney, Australa; Leverhulme Visiing 
Professor at the School of Orienal and Afrcan Studies, UK. wil be presenting the 
following three lectures as part of the Leverhulme Lectures: “Rome and Early 
‘Sasana Iran: Fontiers and War on Friday 12 January 2001, “Light from the East 
the diffusion of Maichacism” on Monday 15 January 2001 and “Churches and 
empires: Chiistianiy on both sdes of th poliical divide” on Thursday 18 January 
2001, This seres of lectures will be chaired by Professor Fergus Millr, FBA, and 
Wil be held at the School of Oriental and African Studics at 5.30pm. Further 
information may be obiained from Mary O'Shes, SOAS, University of London, 
Thornhaugh Steet, Russell Square, London, WCTH 0XG, UK. Tel: +44 20 7898 
4075, 

    

    

  

  

Cirlee of Ancient Iranian Studics at SOAS, London, UK. 

The Circle of Ancient Iranian Studies will be presenting @ mumber of lectures of 
interest o our readers during Spring 2001. They include: “Evolution of Zoroastrian 
Iconography & Temple Cults” by Dr. Ori Basios, SOAS, on 25 January; “Parthian 
and Sasanian Coins"; by Dr. Vesta Curis, BM, on | February: “Iranian Funerary 
Cults in Western Asia Minor” by Dr. Oric Basitov, SOAS, on § February; “Recent 
Survey of Monuments in Khurasan Proper” by Dr. Geoffrey King, SOAS, on 22 
February; “Darius the Great’s Monumenis t Bistun” by Mr. Frangos de Blois, RAS, 
on 1 March; “The Periods o Iranian As” by Professor A.D.H. Bivar, SOAS, on § 
March; “The Parthian & Sasanian Arcfacts from Iran Bistin Muscum” by Dr. 
Geoffrey King, SOAS, on 15 March; “Mitraism in ran & the West” by Professor A, 
. H. Bivar, SOAS, on 22 March; “The Origin ofthe Pre-Imperial Iranian Peopls 
by Dr. Oric Basiov, SOAS, on 26 Aprl; “The Middle Irnian Scripts & Languages™ 
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by Professor Nicholas Sims-Williams, SOAS, on 3 May; and “Sasanian Rock- 
Reliefs” by Dr. Georgina Herrmann, UCL, on 17 May. 

    

Al lectures will be held at 4pm in Room B202, Brunei Gallery, Department of Art 
‘and Archacology, School of Oriental and Afrcan Studies, Thornhaugh Street, Russell 
Square, London WCIH OXG, UK. For further information contact Shapour Surn- 
Pablay: emal:cais@soas.ac.uk 

  

Asia House Lecture at the Ismaili Centre, London, 

  

UK. 

  

Alecture entiled “The Himalayas: Where Cultures and Faiths Collide” by Professor 
Robert Hillenbrand (Fine Art Department, Edinburgh Uiversity) will tke place at 
the Ismaili Centre, 1 Cromwell Gardens, London SW7 on Mondy, § February 2001 
between 8-9.15pm, organised by Asi House. 

  

The Himalayan region, incluing it offshoots i the Pamirs and the Hindu Kush, has 
Tong functioned a5 @ crossroads between religions, culures and peoples.Is secluded 
valleys have fostered the preservaton of ancient cultural and relgious traditons; yet 
a the same time they hav served as a conduit for international trade. Monuments 
such as the monastery at Alhi in Ladakh document tisinterplay between the major 
cultralblocks of China,Indiaand Iran. The lecure il seck o highlight some of the 
recurrent themes i the art of these remote kingdoms. 

Tickets cost £7 (concessions £4); fee for Asia House members. For reservations 
please contact Asia House. Address: 103 Piccadilly, London W11 7NJ. Tel: +44 20 
7499 1287 e-mail: snquiris @asishouss co.uk 

South Asian Colloquis, University College London, UK. 

The South Asia Colloguia at the Insttte of Archacology, University Colege London 
will be presentng  number of lectures during Spring 2001 ofineres t our readers. 
They include: “The Bannu Archacological Project: Prehistoric and Historc Period 
Settlement on the Northwest Frontir o Pakistan” on 17 January with Mr. JR. Knox, 
Dr. K.D. Thomas, Dr. C.R. Carowright & Mr. .C. Moris (The Britsh Muscum / 
Institute of Archacology); “I: Ahar Culure and Recent Excavations at Balathal, 
Rajasthan” by Dr. RK. Mohanty (Deccan College, Pune, India & Charles Wallace 
Visiting Fellow) and “II: Archacology of Mahasthan: An Early Historic and Early 
Medieval Urban Centre in Bangladesh” by Dr. S.5.M. Rahman (lahangir Uriversity. 
Bangladesh & Charles Wallace Visiting Fellow) on 24 January: “Adventures in the 
in Trade: Ancient Copper and Bronze inthe Indo-Iranian Borderlands” by Professor 
Vincent C. Pigott (IDA) on 31 January; “Careers of “Yakshi": Reflctions on the 
Practices of Archacology and Art History in Modern India” by Dr. Tapati Guha 
‘Thakurtha (Centre for Studics in Social Sciences, Calcuta) on 14 February: “I: A 
Chronological Framevork for Gandhara: The Numismatic, Archacological and Art 
Historical Evidence” by Dr. Elizabeth Errngion (BM) and “II: Kashmir Smast - A 
Natwral Cave in Gandhara: Recent Discoveries” by Dr. N. Khan (University of 
Peshavar, Pakistan & Charles Wallace Visiting Fellow) on 21 February; “Come 
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Vnanda@uel ac.uk 

Coin Study Day at British Museum, London, UK. 

     and Medals of The British Muscum, on Saturday, 2 December 2000, Ent 
Coins and Religion" it aimed o establish 
nderstanding religious pracise. The 

    

Series in_his paper 
Zoroastrianism and Representation of Gods on Kushan Coins” 

  

  

Elizabeth Errington in 
from Shah-j-ki-Dher 
casket with the elp of largely forgotten coins. The 
Cribb who spoke about “Unorthodox Muslim Coins from Mediaeval i 

  

    
    

  

“The Towaley Lectures, The Britsh Museum, London, UK. 

    Entied **One World was not Enougl 
Greeks and Romans" this lecture seri   

  

‘Ancient Coins”, on show in Galler 
esteemed scholars will look at the gre    

  

Image and Impact 
February: “New, 
Homblower, University Colege, Londor; Thursda 

   

  

Thursday, 26 April: “ Want to be Great Too!” The Romans and Alexander 
Pellng, Universty Collge, Oxford 
    

Flying! Images of Buddha at Dunhuang” by Professor Roderick Whitfield (SOAS) on 
28 February; and “South Asia Marine Archacology Project: Boats of South Asia - 
Ethnography leading to Archacology” by Professor Sean MeGral (Universiy of 
Southampton) and Dr. Eric Kentle (The Design Museu, Londor) on 7 March 

For furthe information contact: Dr. Vivek Nanda; tel: +44 20 7679 4742 or email 

The Oriental Numismaic Society organised a study day at the Department of Cains 

e importance of coin study for 
y started with  talk by Shalendra Bhandare 

on “The Representation o a River Goddess on Ancien Indian Coins”. He considered 
a partcular terracota plaque showing  female fgure holding a pair of fish on o 
thread in her hand. By comparing it with ealy coins showing the same iconographic: 
features, he concluded tht she represented the river goddess Vena or Bena. Michael 
Mitchinerconsidered th iconography of Gajalakshmi a represented on different coin 

akshmi Bathed by Elephants on Indian Coins' 

Toddywalla discussed the Iranian deites present on the coins of Kanishka I and 
Huvishka. Michacl Willis in an intiguing paper entitled “Who Sponsored the S 
at Sanchi 7 peced together iverse evidence o conclude that the lcal dynasty which 
included King Bhagabhadra (mentioned i the Heliodorus Pillar inscription),ruling in 
the Malwa region before the Satavalianas, caused the stupas at Sanchi to be buil. 

iumismaic Evidence for Dating the *Kanishka’ Reliquary 
re-opened the controversy over the dat of his famous relic 

nal paper s presented by Joe. 

‘The Impact of Alexander the Great on the 
sponsored by the Townley Group, 

accompanies the exhibiton “From Alexander to Mark Antony: Images of Power on 
69 from 11 January o 6 May, 2001. Four 
influence which the personalty and image of 

Alexander has on ancient Greece and Rome. Thursday, 1 February: “Alexander 
by Robin Lane-Fox, New College, Oxford; Thursday, 23 

es in the East: Alexander and his Legacy” by Prof. Simon 
20 March: “The Visual Impact of 

Alexander” by Prof. Andrew Stewart, Universiy of California, Berkeley and 
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Al lectures will ake place at 6.30pm in the B Lecture Theatre at the British 
Museun, London, UK. Tickets cost £6 per lecture, BM Friends £5 (concessions £3) 
and are availabe from the British Museun Box Offc. Tel +44 20 7323 8181 

  

  

British Muscum Study Days, London, UK. 

The Brtsh Museun, London, will be holding two study days of rlevance (0 our 
readers. The fist, on Saturday, 3 March 2001, is enited “Afghanistan: Meling Potof 
‘Central Asia™. Speakers willdscuss the rol and importance of ancient sites such as 
Bamiyan and Hadda and Isamic sies like Ghazna, Balkh and Herat 

  

    

‘The second study day, on Thursday, 21 June 2001 is on “The Archacology of South 
Asia”. Curators from different departments of the British Museun will take a broad 
look at the archaeology of the Indian subcontinent, inluding the museu’s ongoing. 
research n Pakistan 

  

Cost of each study day is £25, or £22 for Friends of the Britsh Museum and £15 
concessions. For more detils please contact the Education Department, The Britsh 
Museum, London WCTH 3DG, UK. Tel +44 20 7323 8511 or +44 20 7323 8855. 

Francine Tissot Felictated at the Britsh Museum, London, UK 

The Hirayama Instiute of Silk Road Studies, Kamakura, Japan together with the 
Department of Coins and Medals of the Britsh Museu organised a celebraton in 
honour of Mme. Francine Tissol's contribution o the study of Gandharan art at the 
Britsh Museum on 12 September 2000. Colleagues were invited from al over the 
‘world 0 participae n the celerations. 

   
Four important lectures on new rescarch and discoveries were presented on the 
occasion. Osmund Bopearachehi sarted the proceedings with his paper on “New 
inds from Afghanisan and Pakistan” based on his fndings from the region in the 
summer. He spoke about some very classical objects found recenly from Ai Khanum 
and re-opened the discussion on the famous so-called ‘Bodhisatva’ in the collection 
of George Ortz. Michael Wilis discussed “The Indravarman Seal” that has been 
recently acqired by the Brish Museum in his tlk. Joe Cribb gave a very detaled 
exposition on the Buddha images that appear on the coins of Kanishka I in his paper 
“The Buddha coins of Kanishka ~ A Reappraisa”. He tried o include al known 
examples in his study. (4 version of this paper has been published i the journal Sik 
‘Road Ar and Archaeology 6. 1999/2000 entiled “Kanishka's Buddha Image Coins 
Revisted”, pp.151-189 ~ Ed) Finaly, in an cagerly avaited lecture, Harry Falk 
presented “Literary evidence for the Absolute Chronology of the Kusanas”. 
Reinterpretng the Yavansjiaka of Sphujidhvaja, he established that 127/128 AD. 
was th first year of the Kusana exa. (This is being published in he forthcoming Silk 

Road Artand Archacology 7~ Ed]    

At the end of the lecturs, Paul Bernard and Catherine Jarrige spoke sbout the 
achievements of Francine Tissot and Elizabeth Errington presented her with the  
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felicitaion volume which was produced o mark the occasion. Published by the 
Insitute of Silk Road Studie, Silk Road Artand Archacology 6, 1999/2000,edited by 
Elizabeth Errington and Osmund Bopearachchi, conains papers presented in honour 
of Mime. Tissot by he colleagues and fiends. Osmund Bopearachehi then concluded 
the procecdings with the closing remarks. 

G) 

Update on the UK-Hungarian Project (o Catalogue the Collections of Sir Aurel 
Stein n the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, Budapest, Hungary 
“The aim of ths three year project (1999-2001) i 1 produce a catalogue of the Iibary, 
comespondence and photographic material which Sir Aurel Stei left o the Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences (HAS). 
Inthis second year, we are pleased o report good progress on the cataloguing of the 
photographic maerial, by John Faiconer (Brtish Libray, London) and Lila Russell- 
Smith (SOAS, London). This includes albums containing oiginal prints of excellent 
quality from Stei'sfirst expedition, unpublished prints o objects from Stein's second 
expediton to Chinese Central Asia, and many photos of biographical interest. There 
has also been good progres on the cortespondence, which is being catalogued by 
Agnes Kelecsényi and Agnes Kirteszi (both ofthe HAS Library). Eva Apor, Head of 
the Orientl Collections at the HAS Library, s Director of the Hungarian team, and 
plans t visit Londonin pring 2001 

    

  

For further detals of the project . CIAA NLIO, Nov 1999, o contct Helen Wang 
(Director of the UK team) Dept of Coins and Medals, Britsh Museum, London 
WCIB 3DG, UK. E-mail: hwang @thebriishmuseum.a.tk 

  

Helen Wang, 
Departmentof Coins and Medals, British Museun, London, UK. 

Briish Library Study Day, London, UK. 

A presentation on the world' carliest Buddhist manuscripts took place on 13 
December inthe Briish Library's Conference Centre. The birchbark Buddbist scrolls 

acquired by the Briis Library in 1994 and miraculously saved from extinction by a 
‘major conservation project have proved ( be a milestone in the study of early 
Buddbit religion and South Asian culture and linguisics. Writen in the fist century 
AD. and hence by far the carliest South Asian manuscript in the Libray's rich 
collection, they are the subject of a major rescarch project. The Library is 
collaborating with the Uiversity of Washington, Seate, in the study and publication 
of the scrlls in  seies of some ten volumes. Professor Richard Salomon publshed 
in 1999 to universal acclaim an overview volume Ancient Buddist Scrols from 
Gandhara the Britsh Library Kharosthi fragments. His monograph on the 
Rhinoceros Hom Sutra fragment is scheduled 1o appea in Decermber 2000 
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“The first speaker was Dr. Greg Bearman, a senior research scentist with the NASA 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena USA. Dr Bearman was in London fo the week 
to investigat the possiblity of revealing text which cannot be read with the naked 
eye or conventional optical ads by the use of advanced infra-red imaging technology. 
Dr. Bearman talked of the application of infr-red in fields a diverse as geophysics 
‘and medical imaging, and demonstraed with slides the spectacular results he had 
achieved with the Dead Sea Scrolls. The second speaker was Dr Andrew Glass, 
Research Assistant with the team in Seatle Dr Glass gave an update on this exciting 
and fastmoving Project and showed with audio-visual aids how computer graphics. 
have assisted the solving of the paticular “Jigsaw puzzle” problems these manuscripts 
present o scholas, 

  

For more information contact Michael O'Keefe or Burkhard Quessel of the Briish 
Library's Orienta and India Office Collctions, 9 Euston Road, London NW1 2DB, 
UK. Tel: #4420 7 412 76547819, -mail: michael kecfe@bluk 

The Brid 
Project 

  

Library / University of Washington Early Buddhist Manuscripts 

“This projec,established in September 1996 in oder o study and publsh th Brtish 
Librarys newly acquired colletion of scrols containing various Buddbist texts in the 
‘Gandhari language and Kharosthi serip, is now etering its ifth year. Fllowing the 
publication of Richard Salomon's survey and catalogue of the collecton, Ancient 
Buddbist Serolls from Gandhara: The British Library Kharosthi Fragments 
(London/Seate: Briish Library/University of Washington Press, 199), aseris of 
et ediions of individual scrols has recently been inaugurated with the publication 
of Salomon'sediion of 4 Gandhari Version of the Rhinoceros Suira: Britsh Library 
Kharosh Fragment 5B (Seat: University of Washingion Press, 2000) as volume | 
of Gandharan Buddhist Texts. The second volume of the Gandharan Buddbist Texts 
Scris, Mork Allos edition of Three Gandhari EkottaragamalAngutiaranikaya 
Britsh Library Kharosthi Fragments 12 and 14, is now with the press and will be 
published in 2001. The tird and fourth volumes, by Timothy Lenz and Collett Cox, 
are nearing completion, and a ift, by Salomon, i in progres. 

  

In addition to the Britsh Library scoll, the Early Buddhist Manuscrips Project is 
also stdying and publishing other collctions of Gandhari manuscripts that have 
come to light rcentl. Most important among these i the Snior collection,in rivate 
hands i the U K., which i comparable in size and antiquiy (o th British Library 
collction. A survey and sample ediion of the Senior scroll is curently underway. 
Further information on the Early Buddhist Manuscripts Project an be found on the 

Projects website a hp:/depts washington.edulebrmp. 

    

(We would lik 10 thank Professor Richard Salomon, University of Washingion 
Seattl, US.A.for thisinformation)  
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‘Two New Appointments in Tibetan Studiesat the University of Oxford, UK. 

‘The University of Oxford has created two new positons in Tibetology. Dr. Charles 
Ramble was appointed as lecturer in Tibetan and Himalayan Sudies at the Faculty of 
Orientl Studies, Wolfson College, beginning 1 October 2000. Bor in Caleuta in 
1957, Ramble has spent many years working in Nepal where he rescarched, among 
others, th social history and cultue of Mustang. Ramble was awarded his Ph.D in 
Social Anthropology in 1985 at Oxford having studied under the supervision of Nick 
Allen and the lte Michael Ari. Over the years, Ramble has been affliated with 
several prestigious research projects in Tibetan Anthropology and has a strong 
publication record, mainly focusing on the anthropologicl exploration of Tibetan 
‘communities in the Himalayas. Prior (o the Oxford appoiniment, Ramble was 
employed as  rescarch associte at the Insiute of Social Anthropology, University 
of Vienna, and held 4 teaching positon in Tibetan and Himalsyan Anthropology at 
the niversity of Pars. 

M. Ralf Kramer was appointed Assistant Libraran with esponsibily for the Tibetan 
and Himalayan collections in the Bodlcian Library. This postis designed to provide 
library support for the development of teaching and research in Tibetan and 
Himalayan Studies at Oxford. Kramer received his MA in Tibetan Stuis in 1997 
from the Universty of Hamburg, researching the I and work of Ngog Blo-ldan- 
shes-rab (1059-1109 C.E), He studied for many years under David Jackson and 
LambertSchmithausen, He is competent i Japanese, Tibetan as wellas Sansit. 

  

Both positions are fully funded by the Michael Aris Memorial Trust for Tibetan and. 
Himalayan Studies 

Dr. Ulrich Pagel, 
Lecture of Language and Relgion i Tibet and Middle Asia 

School of Oriental and African Stdies, University of London, UK. 

Find of 4th Century B.C. Opens Study of Sarmatic Culture 

   Archacologiss from the Orenburg Stte Pedagogical University in western Russia 
have uncarthed a number of intresting finds belonging (0 a Sarmatic archer-warror 
‘whilt excavating a 4th century B.C. burial mound in June 2000. The nomadic tibes 
that lived in the Southern Uras steppe used to bury thir dead men in deep pi 
forming & mound above them. The one excavated by the Orenburg archacologist, 
under the supervision of Dr. Nina Morgunova, was 20cms. high and 12ms. in 
diameter. It contained the remains of three Sarmatic archer-warriors buried at 
iferent imes, but one above the oher in the same pit. 

  

   

    

  

‘The upper burial-place had, apparently, been plundered a long time ago. Here, the 
archacologists found only 3 bronze arrow tip among the bones. The second burial- 
plce, situated in a lower laye, appeared o be untouched, and among the fnds were 
several bronze arrow tps, as well s a bone spoon, a crock or clay vessel, an amulet 
made from the fang of & Wolf set in ron and  stone peste. These two burial-places 
were quite ordinary,but the third and owest one had surprisin finds. 
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“The third burial-place i the carlest n date and was probably or the person for whom 
the original mound was made. It consisted ofa it almst 2.5m deep with  hollow in 
one of the wals. Here, the skelton of an archer-warior was found lying on his back. 
Near his right hand,archacologists found a quiver made of el ull of wooden arrows 
with bronze tip, all preserved in excellent condition. The pel quiver, sewn with the 
fur on the outside, stil retained many of the thick threads used 10 sew the pelt 
together. An ron awlwith a bone handle and part of a wooden arh with a projection 
for attaching the bow-string was slso found inside the quiver. The third burialplace s 
exceptiona for being covered, not with cath from the pit, but with sand. It was the 
Sand tha has preserved the wespon left nea the warrior s wel s other articles made 
of easly perishable materials in such good conditon. The nomads believed i lie 
beyond death and supplid ther dead men with everything they deemed essenial for 

their lfe beyond the grave. This Sarmatian warrior had been supplicd with aside of 
muton, an ron knife and two clay vessels. One of the vessels had a symbolic 
omament. 

  

  

    

     
   

Dr. Morgunova thinks that the “three men b 
or close fiends. The radit 

  ed one above another may be reltives 
1 of sworn brothers was wide-spread among nomads.   

International Scientific and Research Centre for Kypchak Studies 

The International Scientific and Research Centre for Kypehak Studies is an 
independent division of the Kazakh Sate Law Academy. The main objecives of the 
Centre are: study of the state history of Kazakhstan; research of the Custom Law 
problems of the Kazakh people and the Nomads; study of the peculiaites and 
mechanisms of the Euro-Asian Nomadic Civilsation on the base of Kypehak Studies; 
determination of the rle and the place of the Kypehaks in Central Asian and Eastern 
European peaples’ genesis as well as the interaction and inter-influence of the 
‘migratory and setled cvilistions; research of the etic, loto- and cultral genesis 
of Kazakh people on the base of the recent complex and inter-disciplinary 
developments in Kypehak Studies; creation of the Generalising Work about the 
ancient and_ medieval History of the Kypehaks that lived in Euro-Asia and 
Mediterrancan lands; formaion the Kypehaks' Manuscript Database of the more 
Known Muslim written sources in Arabi, Persian and Turkish anguages, owned by 
foreign librares and private manuscript holders; co-ordination of the attempts 
underaken by the spesialst kypehakologists for the purposes of th improvement and 
intensification of the Centre's activity; conclusion of the collaboration contract i the 
sphere of Science with other Research Institution of this kind both Kazakh and 
foreign; organising conferences and symposiums; providing exchange of the 
experience through organising metings of scholars, scientfic expeditions, 
exhibitions, and seminars; publicaions ofthe scienifc and histoica isues and joint 
publication activity with therinsttuions in Kazakhstan and overseas. 

  

  

  

  

    

  

‘The Centre of Kypehak Studies is headed by Professor Bulat Kumekov - Doctor of 
Hisory, Member of National Academy of Science ofthe Republic of Kazakhstan.  
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  New Chair in Indo-Iranian stadies at UCLA, Los Angeles US.A. 

‘The Department of Near Eastern Languages and Culture, the Department of East 
Asian Languages and Cultures, and the Program in Indo-European Studics at the 
Universty of Califoria Los Angele, announce an open-ank scarch (o fll  posiion 
in O1d Indo-ranian language, linguistics and cultue, starting on July 1, 2001. The 
successful candidate wil also be considered for an appointment to the newly- 
endowed Musa Sabi Chair in Irnian Studies. Candidates should have substantial 
{rsining i Indo-European inguistis. Teaching responsibiltes willnclude courses n 
both Old and Middle Iranian (Avestan, O Persian, Introduction to Middle Iranian) 
andiin Clasical and Vedic Sansit.In adition, the appointee should be abe o teach 
undergraduate courses on (opics of broad inferest in Indic and Iranian relgion, 
Hieraure and cultur, s wellas graduate-lvel courses i Indo-European linguisis. 

  

    
  

Applicants should send a leter of introduction, curriculum vitae, samples of scholaly 
escarch, and at least thre leters of recommendation, o be received by 15 January 
2001, 0! Prof. Brent Vine, Chair, Indo-Iranian Search Commitie, Deparmen of 
Clasics / Program in Indo-European Studies, UCLA, 100 Dodd Hall, Los Aneles, 
CA90095-1417, US.A. 

TASSG Lecture by Dr. Heari-Paul Francfort at Stanford Universiy, US A 

The Center for East Asian Studics, Stanford University Inner AsiaSilkroad Study 
Group (IASSG) presented a lecture by Dr. Henri-Paul Francfort (Archéologie de 
FAsic Central, France) on 8 November 2000 enitled “Excavation of the Frozen 
Tomb of a Seythian Prince in Kazakhstan Aly." T lecture discussed the recent 
(1995-1999) Kazaki-Frencholtalian archacological expedition, under the direcorship 
of Zainullah Samashev and the speaker, that excavated a large frozen burial of 3 
Seythian princ inthe ancent cemetry of Berel i eastem Kazakhstan. This cemetery 
is located in the mounains of Alty, near the the borders of Kazakhstan, Russia, 
Mongolia and China. The tomb was most probably the burial of  local prnce of the 
circle of the ribes of Altay, as known from the Pazyryk and Ak-Alakha (Ukok) 
tombs. Dendrochronological analysis has given the date of 294 B.C. for the most 
recent wood found i the tomb. A surpisngly large quanity of organic remains was. 
found. A rectangular wooden funcrary chamber made out of thick planks and 
contining a wooden coffin was discovered. Two skeletons were preserved in the 
coffin with many organic remains. Thireen sacrificed horses were also recovered. 
“The orses have provided many inerestng biological samples tha are at present 
being analyzed in various aboratores in Kazakhstan and France. All horses had been 
buried withther trappings:iron bits,check picces, arlands of pendants and saddles. 
Three horses wore rtificil glded wooden horns imitating those of wild goats, thus 
transforming them into mythical wild animas accompanying the dead ito the other 
world. Most of th trappings were made out of sulpted wood often covered with gold 
foil. These findings have provided new insights nto the question of Seythian or 
Steppe art and itsrelation tothe art of the Persian Achaemenians, Sberian Steppe art 
and Sino-Mongol ar. 
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For more information on IASSG lectures you may vistthe website: ip:/swwowsilk- 

American Councils For International Education Grants 

American Councils for International Education (ACTRIACCELS) is currenly 
accepiing applications for three scparate grant: the Regional Scholar Exchange 
Program, Fellowships for U.S. Scholars and the NEH Collaborative Humanities 
Research Fellowship, which is offred in conjunction with the Natonal Coucil for 
Eurasian and East European Rescarch (NCEEER). The Regional Scholar Exchange 
Program offrs grants for U, and N.1S.scholars to conduct research abroad. Funded 
by the USS. Department of State and Bureau of Education and Cultural Affais,they 
are curenly sceking applicants for the year 2001-02. 

  

   

“The second is  grant for advanced graduate students and junior faculty who are U, 
citizens or permanent residents specializing in the humanities, social sciences or 
information technology field. Grant are to conduct research in the former Soviet 
Union for periods of four (o six months. The fellowships provide round rip 
intemational airfare, living stipends,insurance, visas, cademic afflitions, archive 
access and ongoing logistical support from American Councls regional offces 
‘Applicants must have suffcient working knowledge of cither Russian or the host 
‘county language in which they will be conductin ther research 

  

“The third grant i the 2001-02 NEH Collaborative Humanities Rescarch Fellowship, 
which s being offered by both ACTRIACCELS and the National Council for 
Eurasian and East European Research (NCEEER). The fellowships provide up (o 
$30,000 for four t0 nine months of research in the former Soviet Union and East- 
Central Europe. Proposals mustinclude plans to work with a east one callsborator in 
the field. American Councils is prepared (o assist in locating such potential 
collaborators. The merit-based competiton is open 10 all LS. post-doctoral scholars 
i the humanities, including such disciplines as moder and classical languages 
history, linguitis, literaure, jursprudence, philosophy, archacology, comparaive 
religion, and ethics. (For a complete list of eligible disiplines, please contact 
‘American Councils or NCEEER). Langusge proficiency is not required if applicants 
can demonsirate a means of conducing research without 

  

  

  

  

  

  

“The deadline for applications foral thre grants s 15 February 2001. For applications 
and more information contact: Graham Hetlinger, Manager, Outbound Programs 
American Councils for Interational Education, 1776 Massachusetts Avenve, NW- 
Suite 700, Washingion, DC 20036, US.A. Tel: +1 202 833 7522; e-mail 
hetlinger@actr.org;or se: hup?/Avwwk.nceer.org (NCEEER) or hitpy/vwevactrorg 
(American Councilsfor Inemational Education) 

  

Inner Asian and Uralie NRC Research Grants 

The Inner Asian and Uralic National Resource Center at Indiana University, 
Bloomington, U.S.A. announces rescarch grants for scholars who wish (o come 0 
Bloomington to utlse the university's unique resources on Central Eurasa. These 
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‘comprise, in the main, outstanding library resources at both the main library and 
Several specialisd collctions. Unique among thee s the Research Insitue fo Inner 
Asian Studies (RIFIAS) library, which holds basic reference books as well as rare 
books and manuscripts. The archive also houses microfims of Oriental manuscripts 
and bound photocopies of out-of-print publicaions and has  specal collction ofrare 
Tibetan books and a Turkish folklore archive consisting of audio recordings. Grants 
may be used to cover or defray travel expenses or other dieet escarch costs (¢.5 
photocopying). While IAUNRC Research Grants are limited to USS300, additonal 
funding may be available 0 scholars who give a public presentation.or partcpate in a 
simillr outreach sctiviy 

  

  

  

  

IAUNRC rescarch grants are available 10 faculty who are UsS. ciizens or permanent 
resident aliens. Unfortunately, these awards cannot be given o graduate studeats. 
Application should be received no latr than 30 days befor the time tha th scholar 
intends arive in Bloomington. These wil be reviewed at the end of each month. 

   

Interested scholas should sen relevant materal t : IAUNRC Research Granis,Inner 
Asian and Uralic NRC, Atta: Jeff Pennington, Indiana University, Goodbody Hall 
305, Bloomington, IN 47405-7005, U.S.A. Applications may also be sent by e-mal 
japennin@indiana.cds orfux: +1 812 855 8667 (fr the attntion o Je Pennington). 
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EXHIBITIONS 

“Ancient Stes Along the Indus 
Alexander Gotz, London, UK. 

: Baluchistan S000 B.C. - 1800 B.C."   

This small exhibiton i on from 9 November 2000 unil the end of Decernber. It has 
been organised as pat of Asian Ar in London. It consits of pre-Harappan ceramics, 
small seulptures, and seals from the Baluchistanregion of Pakistan. The oldst objects 
on display ae painted bovwls from the Zhob culure (4500-3000 B.C.). Among other 
interesting objects are o copper-bronze standing male from Dal Bandin, a large 
fermacotta vase base painted with pipal leaves and a register of griffins from 
Mehrgarh, a seal with @ swastka motif from Mehrgarh, @ bluc glazed faince square 
seal from the Quetta Valley, female figurines, bull and bowls from Mehrgarh, 
painted bows on rd slip ware from Nindowari, and a scated female figurine from 
Lorala. This display gives us a rare glimpse of the pre-Indus Valley cultre in 
London. 

  

   

  

  

M) 

“Human and Divine: 2000 Years of Indian Seulpture™ 
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Norwich, UK. 
“This touring exhibition opened at the Sainsbury Centre in the University of East 
Anglia in Norwich (30 September ~ 10 December 2000) aftr completing a stnt in 
Walsall (22 July-17 September 2000). Curated by the arist Balrsj Khanna and 
archacologist Dr. George Michell it displays about seventy rarely seen sculptures in 
iverse materialslike stone, teracott, meta, ivory and wood from public and private 
collctions in the United Kingdom. It ocuses on the depicion of the human body in 
the sacred atof South Asa 

  

   

  

  The carlest images in the exbibiton are in terracota and show mother goddess 
figurs daing o the %2 centuries B.C. and moulded plaques showing yashis from 
e Shunga period. The big mould showing the 01 of 4 yaksh from West Bngl, in 
e collction of Anna Maria and Fabio Ross in London,is worth mentioning. She 
wears an elaborate headdress and jewellry and it gives s some idea of th siyle of 
dressprevalent during the 2%-1" centuries B.C. There are some Buddhist sculptures 
on display, many fiom the Gandharan egion,like for exampe, o seated meditating 
Buddha made of stucco from the Kushan perid. I shows the remnants of paint 
especially on s monastic robes. The face looks inward as i n  trance, and exhibis 
the characterisics of an Apoll-style Gandharan Budda. The sated “Buddha” and 
worshippers from Gandhara of the Kushan period (23" century A.D.), made of 
schist, from the Marischal Muscum at the University of Aberdeen has unfortunately 
been misidentifed and actualy epresnts a bodlisairva H can b idetifid s such 
by the clothing, jewellery and arangement of th hair. He is scated in European 
fashion. The Gandharan frcze depiting the birh of the Buddha shows Queen Maya 

  

      

a  
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ns 

holdingon o the branch o an overhanging e whilegivingbirh o Siddharta rom 
e side, in 10 the arms of the god Inde. s caved n schist,and i datd 0 the 2. 
59 centiry. Among te e Buddiist sclpture s bi crowned mediing Buddha 
sested on ousthone, inthe bhunisparsa mdraof calln the crt o witnes he 
enlightcnment. Dated o the 10° cenury, and belongin (0 the Pala period.in West 
Bengal, it was probably placed originaly in  decoraied niche on  temple val. The 
image of back basalt has two smallr standing Buddhas by isside. There i also a 
il case containing some small meta Buddhit images ke the 119 cenury bronze 
standing Buddha from Kashmir. 

  

  

There are many beautiful examples of medieval Hindu sculpture and also some 
Superb Jaina irthankara images displayed in this exhibition. Later objects are 
represented by Vijayanagar period bronzes, a Portuguese Chistchildin ivory from 

Goa (17® century), wooden chariot panels and ribal art. It s accompanied by a flly 
illstrated catalogue, 

  

The exhibition takes place at the Sainsbury Cenre for Visual Arts inthe Uriversiy of 
East Anglia, Norwich NR4 7. Opening hous: 11-Spm, Tuesdays-Sundays; closed 
Mondays. Admissions: £2, concessions £1. I then travels t the City Art Gallry in 
Southampton (12 January-25 March 2001). Address: Southampton City Art Gallery 
Civie Centre, Southampton SO14 7LP. Tel: +44 23 8083 2277; c-mail 
art gallery@southampton.gov.uk. 

  

  

MG) 
4 more complete version of this review with ilustrations can be found at hif:/ 
s loudhand com/magazine/articlesdgD0/exh_ghose_divine_1100 huml - Ed] 

‘The Re-opening of the Museur fir Indische Kunst, Berlin, Germany 
‘The Museum fur Indische Kunst wis re-opened on 20 October 2000 with new. 
displays i the varius gallries. A large galley displays the objects from the Indian 
Subontinent a3 one enters the museum. It confains many famous pieces, ncluding Some recent acquiitons. Amon he noleworthy objects, meniion can be rrade of the 
winged female deity from Chandraketugarh 4nd the beautful standing terracotta 
‘woman from easten India, both belonging tothe Shunga period (2*/1" century B.C) 
the Durga image standing on a ion and the Durga Mahishamrdin from the Kushan 
period in Mathura, the four-armed standing Vasudeva from Mathura (ca.300A.D.), 
he small head of the starving Siddharha from the Gandharan region, the silver 
repoussé roundel showing Hariseated on a char feeding  child from Gandhara, the 
famous thrce-headed standing Shiva holding a ident ingrey schist from Gandhara of 
the 2% century A.D., Shiksa and Brahma cntreating the Buddha to preach from 
Gandhara of 1 ceniury A.D., the relef panel rom Deogarh of the Gupta period 
showing Krishna with Arjuna, the Hariharafrom Kashmir,the dancing Ganesh from 
Bengal, and some vry fine bronzes rom Kashmir and other places, ke th standing 
Vaishnavite igure from northern Pakisan dated 10 the 7° century. 

  

  

  

“The decoraiv at romthe subcontinent e estured in orridor whic ads 0 the upper galiery which s devoted to the calections from Nepal and Tibet as well 5 SE0iheit i, India paimings s csplyed in anothe galley. The objcts and pantings from Cental Asaar splayed 1 s comdor and 1  separat gallry. They 
clude many famous paiing frgments ke the Uighur prnces and prncessesfom 
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Bezekiik, and the Tocharian princes, the Future Buddha Maireya, the Visvantara 
Jutaks, and Vajeapani from Kizil. I the centre of the room the “Cave with the Ring. 
Bearing Doves" (Cave 123)from Kizil has been rereated with the fragments present 
i the museum. The fragments st in Kizil have been recreaied with grey paint. Thus 
one' gets some idea sbout what the cave looked like originally With the 
circumambulation path around the Buddha shrine in the centr, which is sadly erpty. 
ow except for 4 fow white hiles that had been carefully placed in the sanctum. The 
inside of the domed ceilng s especially intrestng wit s Buddha and Bodhisatva 
figures. Fragments o textsfrom Xinjiang are lso displayed i cases inthe gllery. In 
he corridor outide th gallry some of the famous Manichaean painied banners and 
painting fragments on paper from Khocho are displayed. as wel & & number of other 

   

   

  

Scuptures and paintings from various sites like Yarkhoto, Tumshuk, Kumtura, 
Shorchak, Kizil, Toyuk snd Khocho. A catalogue in German entled Magische 
Gorterwelien by Marianne Yaldiz e, al.sccompanics the new display 

G) 

“Mannerheim in Central Asia 1906-1908” 
‘The Museum of Cultures, Helsinki, Finland 

An inaugural exhibiton is unning between 19 May, 2000 and 7 January, 2001 that   

provides a comprehensive coverage ofth lfe and times of Colonel Carl Gustay Emil 
Mannesheim (1867-1951), who undertook expeditions in Sinkiang (Xinjiang) during 
the years 1906 o 1908 that were lagely sponsored by the Finno-Uri Society and 
the National Museum, Archacological excavations were also carried out by him in the 
Turfan, Qulja and Qarashahr areas where he acquired texts in Sanskrit, Khotanese, 
Sogdian and Chincse among other languages. Mannerhein's chief interest lay in 
rescarching the physical anthropology, social organization and languages of several 
ethnic groups such s the Abals, Kirghiz, Sart, Torgut Mongols, Saro and Shera 
Yogurs. Histravel diary was publihed as Volume | of Across Asia from West to East, 
‘which dealt with a survey of his materials and bused on these studies of Orentalists: 
appeared late. The prescnt exhibition displays approximately 1,000 texts,antiquities 
and ethnographic items including maps, sketches, dary readings and photographs 
{aken by Mannerheim for he review of the accompanying catalogue v pp. 62-63 of 
this newsleter]. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

      

“The Gods of the Himalayas™ 
Essen Collction of Tibetan art, Museum der Kulturen, Basel, Switzerland 

The Museum of Cultures in Basel, Switzerand, will house from 6 May, 2001 on a 
permanent basis one of th thre richest collctions of Tbetan art n the world. This 
famous collction ofthe German scholar Gerd- Wolfgang Essen of 759 objects covers 
all important aspects of Tibetan culure. To quote Mr. Essen: “From the beginning, | 
have tried no to specialis i collcting merely sculpturs or paintings, but instod fo 

include the whole specrum of elgious art from Tibetbecause in worship, verything. 
is related.” Therefore the collction not oy consists of more than 200 fhankas and 
200 satues covering the whole Tibetan pantheon, but also ritual objects, musical 
instruments, Chammasks and costumes,temple fabrics, monastc utensils and pieces 
of fumiture. s paramount importance is acknowledged by th fact that is was lessed 

  

  

  

    
      

n  
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by His Holiness, The XIVih Dalai Lama as a “Precious House of Treasures offring 
Kindoess and Blss.   

Gerd Essen started 10 collct systematicall in the lat sixtes n order o ensure a 
‘omprehensive overview ofall aspects of Tibetan culture, which was threatencd i s 
‘own homeland by the havoe of the so-called “Cultural Revolution In 1997, Essen 
decided to sel is unique collcton a5 a whale i view of his advanced years ind the 
Tack of iterest of his hildren. Initaly,the cllecton was (0 have gone (o Taiwan, 
but the cconomic crisis in Asi blocked the sal. At that moment, Mrs. Catherine Octi 
from an old Basel family famous fo its tradiion of patronage of the arts,stepped in 
and bought the collecton and donited it the Museu der Kullurn. 

  

    

    “The collection covers ot only the whole reslm of Tibetan culure, but contsins also 
several masterpicces of nique qualit. Among the statues ar a il bronze o a seated 
Buddha Shakyamun from the 16th century which was allegedly modelled afer the 
Jowo Buddha in the Jokhang and may therefore gives an impression of how this 
Holiststatue of Tibe looked before it was destoyed by the Dzungar Mongols i the 
carly 15th century; a very rare complete disply of Padmasambhava with his cight 
manifestations from Ladakh of the 16th century; a seated Vairocans, the supreme 
Tathagata Buddha and Lord ofthe cosmic cente,decorated with semi-precious sones 
of the 14th century; a standing eleven-headed Ekadashamukha-Avalokiteshvara in gilt 
bronze from the 15th century; another standing eleven-headed Ekadasamukha- 
Avalokiteshvarainthe Pala tyle from northastern India dated t th 11thcentury; an 
carly standing Buddha Shakyamuni in Gupta style fom Kashir of cither the 10thor 
11ih cenury; an even carler Future Buddha Maireya scated in European fashion 
from norther India possibly of the 9t or 10th century: a 13th century seated figure 
of Phagmo Drupa (1110-1170), one of the main pupils of Gamposa and founder of the 
Phagmo Drupa Kagyu sub-sect; and a bronze mahaparinirvana stupa in Pala siyle 
from norheastern India of the 12th century, which notonly contaned Buddbist relis, 
but also eminded the fithulof the Buddha'senty into parinirvana 

      

     
  

  

  

   

Among the rhankas are an early painiing of Tathagata Buddha Amoghssiddhi from 
central Tibet i the Pala-Kadampa syl of the 13th century; an outstanding thanka of 
 black Acala trampling on two fgures of the Hindu deity Ganesha from Ladakh of 
the 11th or 12(h century; a six-armed Sadbhuja-Mahakala of the 15th century; a 
thanka festuring the four-armed Prajnaparamita from Ladakh dated to the 15th 
century; a Nepalese thanka dated 1408 featuring twelve-armed and four-headed black 
Cakrasamvara in sexual union with his consort, the red Vajravarahi; a 16 century 
painting of Nabsa Dragphugpa, abbot of Ngor gonpa: a 16th century painting of 
Takkiraja, “the King of Passions”, from souhern Tibet and an extraordinarily vivid, 

180 century Eavira-Vajrabhairava, whois known in Tibetas Yamantaka, the 
“Tamer of Death.™ He is the wrathful aspect of the Bodhisattva Manjushi who 

destroys our own “internal” obstacles on the Path to Enlightement such as anger, 
ignorance and greed. Finally there i also a large pilgrim's map of Lhasa dating from 
the 19h century 

  

      

Among the books one finds a complete Pustaka Surra writen in gold and silvr U- 
hen leters on black paper of the early 161h century; @ complete Malamoksha Sutra 
dating from cither the 13th or 13th century: an Ushnishavijaya Sutra from the 16th 
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tions 

century which was found inside a bras statue of Tathagata Buddha Ratnasambhava 
and severalcarved wooden book-covers dating from the 13th o the 16th century. 

ine the Essen Collection aims to document al aspects of Tibetan culture, it also 
fncludes a few picces of the Bon relgion. Among them are a rre bronze statue of 

sested Tonpa Sherab Mivwoche, the alleged founder of the Bon elgion, from western 
of the 121t or 13th century; a smal figure of Nampar Gyelwa of the 170, 

century;a hanka feaaring the Proector Shan Shung Meri from the 18th century and 
17 birch-bark leafs inscribed with Bonpo maniras from western Tibetof the 11th or 
12th century. The collction covers most aspects of Tbetan ar, and thus gives 10 the 
interested vistor an initiation to the artisti side of Tibetan culture. To the 
‘connolsseur it offers the opportunity o discover unique masterpiecs in  permanent 
display. 

  

  

     
  

‘The permanent display of the Essen Collection opens on 6 May, 2001 at the Museum 
der Kulturen. It will be open every day except for Monday from 10.am. (05 pim. and 
is located in the centre of Basel at Augustinergasse 2, 4001 Basel, Switzerland. A 
German-English bilingual catlogue s planned. For more deti Mrs. MA. 
Algar. Tel: + 41 61 266 56 25; fax: + 41 61 266 56 05; e-mail: maria algar@bs.ch. 
The previous comprehensive catalogue in two volumes Die Gter des Himalaya 
published in 1989 by Prestel, Munich,is out of prit but a condensed special ediion 
i one volume rom 1998 s availabl for DM 49.80 (ISBN 3.7913-19-701). 

    
    

  

  

Dr. Christoph Bauner Stansstad, Switzerland 

7000 Years of Persian Art” 
Kunstbistorisches Museum, Vienna, Austria   

  

From November 22, 2000, the Kunsthistorisches Museun is showing 180 
‘maserpieces spanning seven thousand years of Iranian art rom the collections of the 
Iranian National Museum in Teheran. It will be the frst time since the Iranian 
Revolution of 1979 tha these tresures can be adnmired abroad. Some of the exhibits 
on show in Vieana have never been presented 10 the public before. The exhibition 
‘overs:a wide period and includes clay figures ffom the 7th milleanium B.C. as well 
as carly Islamic painted ceramie vessels from the 10th century A.D. Prehistoric 
Iranian ceramies form one of the numerous highlights of the xhibition. The various 
shapes and decorations document a varied and fascinatng spectrum of ealy aristic 
creation 

  

The magnificent gold and silver vessels o the great Achaemenid kings (6th-4t c. 
B.C.) mark another highlight. These rulers of the fist empire in history amassed 
incredible wealth in the reasuries of ther palaces in Susa and Persepolis. Alexander 
the Greats (336-323 B.C.) conquestof Persia and the Seleucid kings who succeeded 
him mark the beginning of increasing Greek influnces in Iranian artistic production 
“This s also true for work produced under the second great lranian dynasty, the 
Arsacids (247 B.C. to A.D. 224). In the exhibiton a selecton of objects including 
sculpture, ceramics, and glas dating from this sl somewhat elusive period of 
Iranian art istory are on show. The rule of the Sasanian dynasty (224-628 A.D.) saw 

  

  

s  
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the re-cmergence of traditional Iranian values. Sasanian artdeveloped from clasical 
aniguity o the Middle Ages, and it pictoral and decorative language is st present 
i the art of the Arab conguerors, dominated by the new relgion of Isam. From the 
numerous Sasanian works of art on show, the magnificenly decorated silver vessels 
should be singled out. The claborate stucco decoratons from Sasanian palaces are a 
further highlight. Some of these architectural decorations from a Sasanian mansion in 
South-wester Iran will be on show for the frst time in Vienna. And finally, the 
exhibiton will present early Isamie slver, ceramic and glass vessels. They document 
both the continued influence of Sasanian art and new forms and decorations that were 
ol t0 an Islamie pictorial langusge. 
  

     

The exkiition is mounted in a firly small space on the fist floor, but i very well 
displayed, iving the viewer the possiblity o view many objects from all sides and 
‘angles. Another huge plus for the non-German speaking visitor is the ample use of 
captioning and explanatory panelsin English. As the entrance icket for the Museum 
also gives eniry 1o this special exkibiton, the rooms are faily crowded, and the fact 
that the Muscum Authoriies allow guided tours in the xhibition adds o the 
‘ongestion and makes viewing individual objects dificutat times, espeically given 
the fut that many objects are both smalland inticately worked 

  

For futher information,please contact: The Kunsthistorisches Museum, A-1010 
Vienna, Burgring 5, Austi. Tel +43 1 52524 403404/407; fax: +43 1 523 2770; 
mal: info.pr@khm.a. 

  

  

“Asia, Route of the Steppes: From Alexander the Great o Chinggis Qan” 
Cultural Foundation of 'L Caixa’ Bank, Barcelona, Spain 

In September 2000 an extensive and very significant exhibition of earler Central 
Asian art opened in Barcelona under th Gl of “Asia Route of th steppes: From 
Alexander the Great to Chingais Qan.” The exhibition was organised by J.P. 

Desroches (Conservateur-en-Chef, Musde Guimer, Paris) and was on display until the 
end of December 2000 at the beautifuly appointed headguarers of the Cultural 
Foundation of the La Caixa’ Bank. The exhibition will later move 1o the recently 
reopened Musée National des Ars Asiatiques - Guimet in Paris (from 3 February to 
21 Apil 2001), and then o the Madrid Cente of the L Caixa’ Foundaion (from 25 
‘Aprilto 1 July 2000). 

  

     
  

    

Covering essentially pre/non-Buddhist - and, with  few exceptions, non-Islamic -art 
W arefacts from Centeal Asia, this exhibition includes many imporant and 
wpressively worked items, drawn chiefly from the collections of the Paris Musée 

National des Arts Asiatigues - Guimet and the St. Petersburg State Hermitage 
Museum, that relate 10 the Scyths,the Bactrian Greeks from the time of Alexander the 
reat (4h century B.C.) the Kushans, the Parthias, the Sogdians, and the Sasaniars, 

as well a5 to some Central Asiaic nomadic peoples closer to China. For Western 
(Central Asia, th periods of tim represented arepredominantly crler ones, although 
items o ate dat are also included. Thus the Sogdian tems from Pendzikent dated o 
the cighth century and lent by the Hermitage Museum concern an Indian period in 
Central Asia, one wall paining being identified as a scene from the Mahabharata 
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‘while another has been linked with the Pancatanira. Furher (0 the east,the nomadic 
peoplesof the firstmillennium represented in the exhibition are those known (o the 
Chinese as the Xiongnu, Xianbi, Tujue (Turks), Khitan (Liao) and Nuzhen (o). 
‘Some remarkable Xiongnu pieces from the Hohot Museum (Inner Mongolia)are on 
display, perhaps for the firsttime outside China. Included also are several noteworthy 
piecesreatng t proto-Mongols'from th collctions in Mongolia. 

‘The substantial catalogue accompanying the exhibition conains essays by J.-P. 
Destoches on Asia ofthe Steppes from Alexander the Great 10 Chinggis Qan and on 
the origins of the nomadic empires; P. Cambon on the Greeks, Parthians and 
Sasanian; B. Marshak on Transoxiana and adjacent territories; Shao Qinglong on the 
‘ancieat nomadiccivilization of Northern China; and P.-H. Giscard on th irst empire 
of the steppes’fom the 3d century B.C. t0the 1t century A.D. 

  

    

On 18 Noverber, in connestion th this exhibition, the 'La Caixa’ Foundation 
ganized at s headguarters, and under the direcion of R. Prats (formerly of the 

Istituo Universitaio Orentale of Napes, and now Barcelona) a symposium devoted 
o four major topics in Central Asian culture: Manichacism (G. Groli, Rome), 
classical shamanism in Sibeia and Central Asia (U. Margzzi, Naples), the spread of 
Buddhism along the ‘Silk Routes’ of Western Central Asia and Serindia (D: Seyfort 
Rucge, London) and the Isamicizaton of Central Asia (V. Pallej, Barcelona). 

  

    

For December, the 'La Caixa’ Foundation is mounting at its Madrid centre an 
exkibiton entited Monastries and Monks o Tibet that includes a number of portrait 
images of bla mas. It was inaugurated by E. Gene Smith (formerly Field Dirctor, 
Library of Congress in New Delhi, Jakrta and Cairo and now Dircctor of the Tibetan 
Buddhist Resource Centre in Cambridge, Mass.). This second exhibition s latr 10 
tourin Spain. 

  

Professor D. Sevfot Ruegs, Departmentof Religious Sudies 
School of Oriental and Afican Sties, Universiy of London, UK. 

       China Na 

  

mal Silk Museum, Hangzhou, P.R.C. 

   
A special exhibition egacy of the Desert King: Textiles and Treasures 
excavated at Niya, Xinjiang”, opened in Hangzhou on 20 October through o 20 
November 2000. The anciet st o Niya is located i the soulhwester area of the 
Taklamakan Desert. It was first found by Aurel Stcin in 1901 and since then has 
become famous. Since 1988, a joint team of Japancse and Chinese schoars began 
excavations t Niya. In 1995 they found many objects including marvellous textles 
and costumes together with mumies. To celbrate the establishment of CCTIC and 
the West Lake Expo Hangzhou 2000, the China National Slk Museum borrowed the 
masterpiecesfrom the Niya excavation. 

  

  

“The xbibisineluded Chines tradional ik (varp-face compound tbby) of 
excellent qualty and unbelievably resh colors,coton exiles, woolen textils, ke 
taquet (wetfaced compound tabby),crpts andtapestres romthe Westen egions. 

”  
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Costumes and accessories were also exhibited. Apart from texiles bronze, wood 
slass and other objects were also shown. The secton ties were as follows: “The 
Desert King"; “Wooden World"; “Hunting and Weaving”; “Textle and Costume” 
“Treasures for Decoration” and *Calligraphy and Paintings.” 

       

A full illustrated bilingual catalogue in English and Chinese i also available entited 
Legacy of the Desert King: Textiles and Treasures from Niya Sit on the Silk Road 
dited by Feng Zhao and Zhiyong Yu and publshed by ISAT/Costume (Hor 
112 pp. + over 100 il (pb). The price is USS20 or UKEL4 for cach copy, 
UKELS for one copy plus the sea mail postage, and US$40 or UKE28 for one copy by 

air mail. It contains thre essays writen by Weichao Yo, (former Dircetor, Muscum 
Of Chinese History, Bejing) Zhiyong Yu and Feng Zhao. Nearly 100 objects, 
including textle, leathers, wooden objects, glass, bronzes,callgraphy and painting 
and other objects, some with detiled photos. The catalogue may be ordered from: 
Feng Zhao, China National Silk Museum, 73-1 Yuhuangshan Road, Hangzhou 
310002, PRC. Fax: +86 571 7068136; tel: +86 571 7068138; c-mail 
cclic2000@mail hzzj en 

  

       

  

  

     

   “Gold ofthe Nomads: Seyhian Treasures from Ancient Ukraine™ 
Brooklyn Muscum of Art Brooklyn, US.A. 

  

“This extibition (v. CIAA NL11, June 2000, p. 19) of more than 170 gold and silver 
objects excavated from Seythian tombs since 1975 is drawn from collectons held by 
the Museum of Historical Treasures of the Ukraine, Kiev; the Archacological 
Insiute, Kiev; the National Historical Museum of Ukraine, Kiev; and the State 
Historical and Ar Preserve, Pereyaslav-Khmelnytskiy. It made its North American 
debut in San Antonio (7 November, 1999-30 January, 2000) then travelled © the 
Walters Art Gallry, Balimore (7 March-28 May, 2000), the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art (2 July-24 September, 2000) and the Brooklyn Museum of Art (29 

2000 -21 January, 2001). The exhibition will b shown a the Nelson-Atkins 
of Ar, Kansas City (27 May-11 August, 2001). Evenuuall, it will be 

displayed at the Grand Palas, Paris,France (25 September-31 December, 2001). 

  

      
    

     

  

The cental focus of th exhibiion s to depict th hybrid syle of Greek iconography 
‘and Near Eastern morifsclearly evident n Scythian metalwork consisting of helmets, 
Jewelley, personal and ceremonial objects and zoomorphic sculptures. A catalogue 
which i dited by Elen Reader and entiled Scyhian Gold: Treasures from Ancient 
Ukraine, 352 pp. + 295 ills., 240 in colour, USS29.95 (pb) and USS60 (hb) 
‘accompanies tis exkibiton. It will be avalabl a the above mentioned venucs. 

  

    

  “Persepolis: Documenting an Ancient ranian Capital, 1923-1935" 
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D. 

  

SA. 
  “The fabled city of Persepolis in southwestern Iran was one of the capitals of the 

Persian Achacmenid Empire (ca.550-33 B.C ), which at s height striched from the 
Acgean Sea o e Indus Valley. Visited and recorded by European traveles since the 
16% century. these fascinating uins became the focus of scientific excavlions 
Taunched in 1931 by the Orienal Insttute of the Uriversity of Chicago. The German 
archacologist rnst H. Herzfeld (1879-1948) was chosen ( head the expedition. This 
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extibiton features about owenty-fve photographs, drawings, notebooks, sketchbooks, 
and paper impressions of iscriptions tha record Herafeld's investigations n 1923 
and from 1931 to 1935, It documents the methods used (o excavate and feconsiruct 
this dramatic site, which laid the foundations for the modern study of Achacmenid 
imperial architectore and sculpure 

  

“This small exhibiion is on from 3 December 2000 - 6 May 2001 Opening hours: 10- 
5.30pm daily. Address: Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, 1050 
Independence Avenue SW, Washingion, D.C. 20560-0707, U.S.A. Tel: +1 202 357 
2700; website: www.asiasied 

“AFtof Devotion from Gandhara 
Museum of Art and Archacology, University of Missouri  Columbia, 

    

S, 
“Ths small exhibiton showed some intresting objcts from the Gandharan region of 
Pakistan. Some worthy of mention include the Biaddha lanked by the Bodhisatvas 
Avalokitesvara, Maitreya and Vajgapani, possibly from a niche from Taxils; the 
painted stucco Buddha head of the 3° century:the Miracle o Sravast rcze:th relic 
Stupa with seated Buddha figuresin the four cardinal directons: Maiteya images: the 
ermacota of a woman's head with & coffure simila 0 he syle popular i the Roman 
Flavian period (ca.2" century): the bronze pot with a lid and the pot contining a 
donative imscripion dated to the 1* century B.CAD. and many Kushana coins of 
Wima Kadphises and Kanishka I; and the reief panels showing Indra’s visi (o the 
Buudéha and the Great Departure probably from Butkara in Swat. This display willbe 
on show il 10 Decenber 2000, Open: Tuesday-Friday from -5pm, Thursday 
evenings from 6:9pm; Saturday-Sunday from 12-Spm. Admission is free. Address: 
Museum of Artand Archacology. 1 Pckard Hall, Universty of Missouri — Columbia, 
‘Columbia, Missour 65211, US A. Tel: +1 573 882 3591: fx: +1 573 854 4039. For 
further details contact the Museum Director, Marlene Perchinske 
(pershinskem @missour, ) 
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CONFERENCES 

Conference reports 

“Colloque International sur I'art et Iarchéologie des Monastéres Gréco- 
Bouddhiques du Nord-Ouest de e et de I'Asie Centrale” 
Universite Mare Bloch, Strasbourg, France 

This colloguium was held on 17 and 18 March 2000 in the rooms of the Uiversty, 
under the auspices of the Centre de Ia Recherche sur le Proche-Orient e la Grice 
‘Antique of the UMR 7571 - PROTAS! of the CNRS, and of the Faculty of Hisorical 
Sciences of the Universiy. Papers were given by A. D. H. Bivar (“Cosmopolitan 
Allusions in the Art of Gandhara"), Elzabeth Erington (“Further Numismatic and 
Related Evidence Regarding the 'Kaniska' Reliquary"), Laure Feugére (*A Propos 
Des Lieux de Meditation' du Gandhara, dAfghanistan et 0 Asia Cenlrale”), Anna 
Filigenzi (Maitre du Cil, Heros de Ia Terre - on the Implications of Vajrapani and 
Skanda in the Iconography of Gandhara™), R. Lyonnet and D. W. Macdovall 
(“Curency Patterns at some Gracco-Buddhist Monastic Sites”), N. Odani (*Re- 
examining the finds at the Basawal Caves”), Anna Maria Quaglioti (“Puer Mingens, 
un Relief Gandharien du Royal Oniario Museun”), Arcangela Santoro (*De De 
Turita: La Divinite Polyade dans Vart du Gandhara®), Francine Tissot (“La Tete 
Oriz: Gandharienne ou pas?), and an encyclopacdic contribution by Haruko. 
Tuchiya (*La Valle de Darel"). The Organising Secretary was Z. Tarz of Strasbourg 

Plans are going forward to publishthe papers n the near future. 

  

  

    
  

  

   

(ADHB) 

  “Begram t Les Routes Commerciales” 
Maison de Orient Mediterranéen, Lyon, France 

An intemationl two-day seminar was hld in Lyon on 24 and 25 Novemmber, 2000 o 
highlight the mercanile importance of Begram on the Silk Road. Papers were 
delivered by: Elizabeth Errington (*Charles Masson and Begram"); Sanjyot 
Mehendale (“Begram: New Perspectives on the Ivory and Bone Carvings"); Osmund 
Bopesrachchi (“Les Donnes Numismatiques et Archéologiques sur la Datation de 
Begram); Claude Rapin (“Tendances Commerciales en Asie Centrale Post- 
hellenique: Approche Archéologique daprés s Portes de Fer et Ie Kourgane de 
Koktepe”); tienne De La Vaisserie ( Le Commerce entre I'Asie Centale e Ilnde a 
Tépque Sassanide”); David Whitchouse (‘Begram: The Glass”); Laure Dussubieus 
with Bemard Gratuze (*“Analyses Quantitatives de Verres de Begram”); Michele 
Pirazzoli-t'Sterstevens (“Réactualisation de Tidentificaion et de la Datation des 
Lagues Chinois"): Sandrine Gill (“Les Ivoires de Begram et la Naration dans Tt 
Bouddhique”). Papers, including those of speakers who could not atend the 
colloguium, will be edited by Marie-Frangoise Boussac and published in Topof in 
2001 
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“India and Central Asia in the Pre-Islamie Period” 
Cultural Centre of India, Tashkent, Uzbekistan 

  

From 13 March, 2000 the Indian Cultural Centre in Tashkent hosted an ntemational 
seminar devored to the historical relations between India and Cental Asia during the 
pre-slamic period. The seminar was prescnted by specialists from different republics 
of Centeal Asia (Uzbekistan, Kirgizistan, Kazakistan, Turkmenistan, Tadjikistan), 

India and Russia including from Moscow and St. Ptersburg. “The fist day covered the carliest period of cultural interactions between India and 
Cenral Asia. The paper of Prof. V. M. Masson, “Central Asia and India: Five 
Thousand Years of Cultral Contacts and Creative Intractions” showed different 
paralles in material culture between both thes regions. Prof. . Shirinov examined in 
his paper the cultural contats of the Indian subcontinent and Central Asia during the 
second millenium B.C. in light of archacological data. Prof. A. Sagdullsev 
demonsirated the formation of historico-culural rlatons between India and Central 
‘Asia.Dr. M. Filanovich presented archacological data o Central Asia fo th question 
of the setlement of ancient sanctarics. Prof. R. Suleymanov traced the parallels 
between ancient Central Asian and Indian cult on the basis ofarchacological materal 
from the Erkurgan site. rof. G. Pugachenkova's paper was read in absentia and noted 
the role of Hellenism as one of the lnks in the artistic culture of Cental Asia and 
India between the irstcentury B.C. and first century A.D. 

  

  

  

  

  

Prof. G. Koshelenko showed in his paper the historical and cultral situstion in 
Parthia and India on the basis of lterary sources. The cultural integratio of ncient 
and esrly medicval Turkmenistan and India was reflected i the paper of Prof. A 
Gubsev. Prof. A. Litvinsky surveyed the cultural history of both regions in th pre. 

Islamic period. Prof. E. Riveladze spoke on the similariy in the state structure of 
ancient India and Usbekistan. Prof. V. Livshis presented a discussion of  Sogdian 
gem of the Indian Princess Nandi. Dr. V. Verogradova compared epigraphic and 
linguisic evidence of India and Central Asa in her paper. Dr. A. Djumacy analysed 
the musical cultue of ancient Central Asia and India. The historical synthesis of dress 
culture was shown n th paper of Dr. G. Maidinova. 

  

   

Prof. Ju. Buriyakov demonstrated the commercial and cconomic relations between 
Sogdiana and India with particlar reference (o mining and metalurgy. Prof. V. 
Jagodin reported on the general archacological situaion in Khwarezmia and the 
recent resulisof excavation in this region and some paralel i the local material and 
India. Dr. Z. Usmanova spoke on historco-cultural relations between Margiana and 
India. Prof. B. Mukheriee examined dynastic culs in the Kushan Empire. Prof. B 
Stavisky - ighlighted the imporiance of Buddhism in Cenral Asia on the basis of 
archacological evidence. Dr. T. Zeymal analysed the Buddhist monuments of 
Tokharistan (Karatepa, Fayazepa, and Zurmala among others) as wel s thei reltive 
chronology. Dr. K. Abdulaev examincd Buddbistart as evinced in the secular art of 
the post-Kushan period in north Bactria (Kuevkurgan, V-VI ¢. A.D.). Dr. B 
Turgunov presented a paper on the Buddhist monuments of Dalverzitepa, where the 
ecent finds of the site included clay sculptures of the Buddha and bodhisattvas. Dr. 
Sh. Pidaev reported on the nevw archacological mateial o the Karatepe Buddhist 
complex and the results of recent excavations. Dr. B, Azimov in his paper on the 
architecture of Buddhist construction in Cenral Asia discussd the main models of 
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Buddhistconstrucion. Prof. K. Baybakov presented a study ofthe carly expansion of 
Buddhism towards the West from India and Eastern Turkistan on the bass of 
archaclogical evidence. Dr. V. Goriacheva gave a general pictue of Indo-Buddhist 
‘monumens in Kirgizistan based on fresh archacological indings. Dr. E. Abdullaev 
presented a paper on the philosophical idas in Central Asian Buddbism. 

Dr. Kazim Abdllay, Samarkand, Uzbekistan 

2000 Internationsl Conference on Dunhuang Studies 
Dunhuang Academy, Dunhuang, Gansu, P-R.C. 

  

Celebrating the centenry of the iscovery of the Dunhuang Library Cave and the 
founding of Dunhuang Studies,tis six-day conference was impresSiv in every way. 
The proceedings opened promptly on 29 July a few minutes before 9 am. in the 
rillant morning sunshine outside the nine-storey pagoda sheltring the Northern 
Colossus, near the mid-point o the caves. This has long been a landmark of the cifi 
face, but now the history of th great scated Maitreya has been newly made clear by 
the revelation ofth five flor levels of the cave, from the ime of Empress Wuin the 
Iate seventh centuy to the Mongols n the fourtcenth. Also opened and It fo vsitors 
are the sockets for the great wooden scaffold erected for the purpose of past 
refurbishmentsof the 33-metre image, a wellas  sample sectionof the five skims of 
clay plaste corresponding 1o those occasions. Several hundred guests and the media 
contingent sat or hovered o the eastinthe cooling shade ofth tees fcing the cliff, 
while the honoured guests sat opposit, as if newly reborn i the Pure Land of the 
West, dazzled ifnotyet fuly enightened. Fortunately, aftr the welcoming speeches, 
and an impressive group photograph, the proceedings were adjourned for the seven 
opening keynote addresses i plenary session in the large lecture theatee of the 
‘Academy. packed to capacity and over. 

  

  

   

    

  

‘The keynote speakers well represented the international character of Dushuang 
studis, beginning with Professor Jao Tsung-yi from Hong Kong a doyen of th study 
of both Dunhuang manuscripts and of visual mateials,especially the ink drawings (o 
‘which he wasthe fist o consecrate  monograph. t was under his auspces, and those: 
of the Hong Kong Insitue for the Promorion of Chinese Culture, that another well- 
attended conference devoted to Dunhuang had been held at the University of Hong 
Kong the previous week. Passing over the write's brief contributon on the wider 
context of the art of Dunhuang, the other keynote speakers included Professor Lev 
Menshikov, from the Institute of Oriental Studies, St. Petersburg who sketched the 
carly history of Russian contributions to Dunhuang studis from the 1930s unil the 
beginning of his own involvement in 1957 Professor eda On from Japan; Professor 
Jang Bogin of Canton who spoke with ruly pasionate oratory and enthusiasm gbout 
the site and for all those who had been invlved with it Professor Lee Soo-woong. 
from Korea; and fnaly, 10 ntroduce the Mellon Foundation's ambitious project to 
provide a complete digtal record of the caves, William G. Bowen from the United 
Staes 

  

  

  

  

Under the guidance of Professor Fan Jinshi, Diretor ofthe Dunhuang Academy, the 
complex armangements for the weck-long conference were caied out 0 perfection.
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Days of the preseniation of papers were alterated with visits. With the Academy’s 
published excavation and numbering of the caves a the northern end of the Mogao 
G there are now mor than 730 caves in alla the main sie. In addition, bot the 
‘Western Thousand Buddha Caves and the Yulin Caves were open for visiting, the 
later with a pacious new aceess rout from the T top o the river bed, leading o 
the caves on both sides of the river. Extensive coverage by the media, with many 
enire pages in broadsheet papers, showed the determination of those involved o 
show how Dunhuang studies worldwide are now led by Chinese scholars and more 
partculaly by members ofthe Academy. At the same time, there was a trly warm 
welcome for international partcipants, a common determination 1o cncourage 
younger scholars, and intens nterest, especialy on the part of the lttr, in new 
Ventures involving digital retrieval of both documentary and visual materils. 

  

Paralle sssions were held o enable the large number of partiipants o deliver teir 
papers, some 150;in all. The lrgest section,in which tis wrter particpated, was that 
for Art and Archacology (including music and dance), meeting in the main lectu 
theatre with an sudience of some two hundred or more, with. professional 
simultaneous translation provided for Chinese, English and Japancse, and adequate 
time allowed for discussion. The partcipants for the sessions on History and 
Manuscripts, Religion and Cultue, and Language and Literature met in adjacent 
rooms. Abstracts of some 190 papers (including some not actually presented at the 
conference), were printed i both Chincse and English in @ volume of 476 pages, in 

itself n0 mean feat of organizaion; it intended 1o publish al the papersin 2001 

      
    

    

A number of papers concerned the fuure Buddha, Maitreya. Among them, Zhang. 
Yuanli's paper on the relationship between the main statue and the narative 
painings in Cave 275, ane of the three carlest caves, was partculary ineresing as 
e made a persuasiv cae for reconsidering the encounter scenes on the south wal, 
Hitherto though to represent the life of Sakyamuni,as relating instead to Maitreyo 
Zhang noted that whereas in carlie translations it is sid that Maitreya became 3 
Buddha because of his perfection of skilfulness, from 401 onwards Kumarajivls 
ranslations of the Maitreya surras include mention of his parents, and of his 
charitble feelngs towards human sufTring, inter aia, not previously mentioned. 
“Thus the iconography of the whole cave would concern Matreya, There was further 
discussion of Cave 275 by Yin Guangming, also of the Dunhuang Academy, who 
considered s date n rlaton (0 the dated stone stupas of the Northern Liang period 
and the adjacent caves, proposing a dat between 433 and 439 for Cave 268, and not 
carier than 436 for Cave 275. Images of Maireya from this and other caves, as well 
a5 gilt bronze images and images from the Sui and Tang dynasties, were discussed in 

Qiang, formerly at the Academy and now teaching i the 
Studied the additional niche dedicated to Bhishsjyaguru in 

) where two charactrs including the Tibetan Emperor as  beneficiary had 
een crased from the inscripton a some tme afte the end of the Tibetan occupation. 

esentaton of deceased parents and living. 
relatives i the Tibetan period: living donors whase sumames revealed them 0 be 
Han Chinese were neverthelss shown wearing Tibetan costume, but ther deccased 
parenis could sl be shown in Chinese dress. As @ resul, somewhat fewer donors. 
came 0 be porrayed. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

         

  

   

©  
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“There were some impressive papers by Japanese scholars. Professor Donohashi Akio 
‘onsideed issues concerning th consiruction of Sui dynasty caves, partiularly when 
these had originally been cut under the Northern Dynastis. Ms Yamasaki Toshiko, 
speaking in faulless Chinese, examined Cave 217, created during the transiton from 
the fist halfto the second half of the carly Tang. Using overlays,she demonsrated 
o elements of the Paradise architesture and the orresponding elements in Cave 71 
derived from a common prototype, and then analyzing some of the ormamental 
elements used in the period of Empress Wu and Zhongzong, to conclude that Cave 
217 dates, like Cave 323, from theend of the carly Tang period. 

  

  

  

  

Jeor Hae-ju, one of the ten Korean delegates (0 the conference, analyzed the 
representaions of the nine assemblies i seven locations of the Avatamsaka sulra, 
considering examples in Koryo and Choson s wel s the 29 caves with this subject. 
matter in Dunhuang (previously only sx were generally recognized), and revealing 
the different schemes of arrangement among them, a wel s th inclusion or ot of 
the scenes ofthe pilgrimage of Sudhana 

  

Papersinthe art and archacology session extended 1 Kizil and t0the Yalin caves, a5 
‘el a to portable shrines such s th ivory niche from Yulin and the maerias from 
Kara Khoto in the collecton ofthe State Hermitage, St etersburg ntroduced by Kira 
‘Samosyuk. The discussions, n spiteof imittions oftime, were ofien quite piited 

‘A century afer the discovery of the hidden lbrary on June 22, 1900, the Dunhuang. 
Academy, under Professor Fan Jinshi, is clearly moving fast. Apart from the 
Academy's own substantial quarterly of Dunhuang Studies, there are extensive 
publications presenting previously unpublished materials, such s the twenty-odd 
volumes published by the Jiangsu Fine Arts Pres, with comprehensive coverage of 
individual caves, and, now appesring, twenty-cight thematically arranged volumes 
published by the Commercal Press, Hong Kong. These developmens, and th spirit 
of openness so evidentinthe conference, cannot filto attractan increasing number 
of scholars o become involved in the field of Dunhuang studics,that has so much to 
ofter 

  

     
  

  

®W) 

[This arile fist appeared in IDP News - Newslete of the Internationai Dunhuang, 
Projet,No.I6, Aurumn 2000: 23, Ed] 

“Buddhist Art and Thought Along the Northern Silk Road with Specis 
Reference t the Kucha Region and a partiular focus on the Kizil Caves™ 
University of Hong Kong, PR.C.,7-8 December, 2000 

  

A two day intemational symposium on Buddbist Art and Religon in Xinjang with 
special reference o the Kucha region was held at the Uriversiy of Hong Kong, Hong 
Kong. This was jointly organised by the Centre of Asian Studies, Universiy of Hong. 
Kong, the Museum f Indische Kunst, Brlin and the Indira Gandhi National Centre 
for Ans, New Delhi. The two main objectives of the symposium were 1o collate 
recent research material on the above subject with special reference 1 the Buddhist 
grottoes in Kucha and with a particular focus on the Kizil Caves in the Chinese, 
Japanese and German languages and o work on an annotaed biblograph i English;
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and 10 have a one day seminar for the ineresid public and present a sries of papers 
o the subject ranging from Buddhism in Kucha to the dating controversies with 
regard 10 the caves and covering slect themes on conography and styl of the Kizil 
grottoes. Paticipants from People's Republic of China, Germany, India and Japan 
along with local partiipants contibuted 10 the discussion. Further detals are 
availabl viae-mal: sai@hkuce hku k. 

Buddhist Art and Thought Along the Silk Road 
IGNCA, New Delhi, India, 13-14 December, 2000 

“The paricipants ofthe Hong Kong symposiu descibed sbove proceeded on to New 
Delhi where a further discussion took place, followed by a visit to some major 
Buddhist pilgrimage centres and museums in northern India. The following papers 
were given: “Recent Archaclogial inds in the Xinjiang Region” by Prof Abduuasul 
‘idilisi (Deputy direcor ofthe Xinjiang Archacological Insttute); “An introduction 
1o the chronology of Kizilcaves and the resuis of C14 tstings” by Prof. Huo Xuchu 
(Kizil Caves Research Institute, P.R.C.) “Dating controversies - perspectives from 
Germany” by Prof. Marianne Yaldiz (Director o the Museum fur Indische Kuns, 
Belin); “Buddhism g with special reference (o Kucha® by Liu Yinsheng 
(Professor of History, Nanjing University); “The Otani Collection with special 
eference to the Kucha Casket” by Prof TakashiIrisawa; “Trade and Commerce at 
the Silk Route” by Prof Mansura Haider (Professor of History, Aligarh University); 
“Buddha with Flaming Shoulders” by Prof. Tadashi Irisswa (Kyoto University); 
“Compartive Study of the Ajanta and Kizil Murals” by Lee Chong Feng (Associate 
Professor, Archacology department, Peking University); “Influence of Kizil on 
Turfan” by Chhaya Haesner (Berlin); “Introduction to Kizil Caves with special 

ference to the Representation of the Parinirvana Cycle of Myths and Legends” by 
Dr Rajeswiari Ghosh (Hong Kong); “Monasteres at Khotan” by Dr Shashibala 
(Visiting Professor of the National Museum Insttue, New Delhi, ndia) and “Hindu 
Gods with special reference to Indra in the Buddbist Pantheon of Xinjiang” by Dr. 
Radha Banerice (LGN.C.A, New Delhi, India. In additon Professor P. Banerjee 
gave a shortllustrated lesture on Mahayana and Vajrayana deitis from Khotan. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

      
  

Dr. Radha Banerjee, 
LG.N.CA, New Delhi, Inda 

‘Walls and Frontiersin Inner Asian History” 
th Biennial Conference, Worlds of the Silk Road: Ancient and Modern 
ASLAS., Macquarie University, Sydney, Aush 

  

  

  

“The 4th Bieanial Conference ofthe Australasian Socity fo Inner Asian Studies (A 
LA'S) was held at Macquarie Uiversty in Sydney over the weekend of 18 and 19 
November, 2000. Delegates cnjoyed the presentation of sixicen fuscinating papers 
that covered a wide range of topic relating o th hisory and culture of Central As 
ASLAS. conferences are unque in that they bing together both ancient and modern 
Historians, and papers are delivered n thematiall relted rather than chronological 
ordered groupings. Leading academics and research students from several Australian 
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and New Zealand universities attended. Papers delivered included: Prof. Sam Licu, 
Macquarie Uiversty (*Nestorian Angels on the South China Coast"); Prof. Colin 
MacKerras, Griffth University (“Contemporary Xinjiang and the Causes of 
Separatism’):; Prof. Alison Betts, University of Sydney (*Recent Excavations in 
Chorasmia"); Craig Benjamin, Macquarie Usiversity (‘Evidence for the Yuezhi®), 
Fiona Kidd, Uriversity of Sydney (*The Style and Chronology ofa Group of Sogdian. 
Statuetes”): Dr. Nicola di Cosmo, University of Canerbury (“Westemn Artlley in the 
Manchu Conquest of China"); Dr. Ken Parry, Macquarie University (“Japan and the 
Silk Road Legacy"); Dr. Lewis Mayo, Universiy of Melboume (“Dunhuang's Walled 
Pasts: Writing and the Peripheris of Central Asian History”); Justn Tighe, Monash 
University ( ‘Suiyuan: Remaking Frontier Space in Late Qing and 
Early Republican China®); Jonathan Mar 
Historiographical Comparison between Sima Qian and Tacitus"); Prof. David 
Christian, Macquarie Uriverity (‘Russia n Inner Asia”); Erica Hunter, Macquarie 
Universty (*Converting the Turkic Trbes"); Flix Patrikeef, Universty of Adelide 
(“The Russian Army and the Expansion of Empire into nner Asi, 1584-1900"); Dee 
Court, The Asian Art Society of Austala (*Concealing and Revealing Woman in 
Central Asia - A Case Study of the Paranja”); Geoff Watson, Massey University 
(“Images of ‘Central Asia in the ‘Central Asian Question™); Kirll Nourzhanov, 
Ausralian National Uiversity (“The Poliies of Hisory in Tajikistan: Reinventing 
the Samarids”), 

  

    

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

Ata recepton on Saturday evening @ volume of papers presented at the 3rd A SLAS. 
Conference (1998) was launched by the Vice Chancellor of Macquarie University, 
Prof. Di Yerbury. Entiled Realms of the Silk Road: Ancient and Modern, the book 
was edited by David Christian and Craig Benjamin and published by Brepols (2000), 
This is the second volume of papers presented at AS.LA.S. Conferences o be 
published by Brepols n their Slk Road Studies' seris. 

  

At plenary sesson during the weekend delegates agree 10 the publication of papers 
from the 2000 Conference (10 b edited by Sam Licu and Craig Benjamin), and t0 the 
location of forthcoming biennial confercnces in Adelaide, Melbourne and Brisbane 
respectively. Sam Licu was re-clected as Honorary President, and David Chiisian 
(the reiring President of A.SLAS.) was sincerely thanked for his outsanding 
contibuton to laner Asian History in Australasia 

Craig Benjamin, Secretary, AS1AS 

Forthcoming conferences 

  Eighth Annual Central Eurasian Stut 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Indi 

s Conference 
US.A., Mareh 31, 2001   

Centeal Eurasi is defined, for the purpose of this conference, as the vast area 
including or corresponding to present-day Mongolia, Wester China (Xinjiang), 
Tibet, Central Asia (Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Kyreyzstan, Tajikisan,
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a5 well s a th hisoric regions of Khorasan and northern Afghanistan), Azerbaijan, 
Turkey, Hungary, Estonis, Finland, and other regions which include Finno-Ugric 
peaples. This year the conference will be held in conjunction with the Mongolia 
Society's 40th annual meeting. Graduate students, faculy and independent scholars 
are invited to submitabstacts of papers on Cental Eurasian issues in all clds of up 
10 two double-spaced pages by § January, 2001, Abstracts are expected 10 be 
‘comprehensive and publishable since  collection o abstracts of selected papers will 
e published by the date of the conference. Absiracts should be mailed to: Eighth 
Annual Central Eurasian Conference, Goodbody Hall 157, Indiana Universiy, 
Bloomington, Indiana 47405, US.A. Tel: +1 $12 855 9510; x: +1 812 855 7500; - 
mail: ces@indians.edu 

    

‘Mongolia Socicty Annual Mecting. 
Indiana, Bloomington, US.A., March 31,2001 

  

The Societ's Annual Membership Meeting vl be held in conjunction with the 
Central Eurasian Studies Conference at Indiana Uriversiy, Bloomington, Indiana, on 
Saturday, 31 March, 2001 from 9 to 10 am in Ballantine Hall, Indiana University, 
Bloomington. 

‘The Society's 40th anniversary celebrations will be in memory of the founding 
Chairman, Dr. Gombojab Hangin. Apart from the annual meeting and panels on 31 
March, there will be a photography exhibit on Mongolia by Mr. Gary Tepfer at 

Indiana University's School of Fine Arts (SOFA) Gallery from 26 March-April 1. In 
additon, the Indiana Memorial Union (IMU) Gallery will host an exhibiion of Mr 
Chaolum Baatr, a painer born in Inner Mongolia, during March. The meeting’s 
opening reception will take place at the SOFA Galiery on Friday, 30 March, 2001 
Following the conference on 31 March 2001, thre will be a banquet. A Mongolian 
ilm festival i also proposed. The schedule of events at this special mesting il be 
amnounced at  atr date 

  

    
     

   

‘Two pancls are being organized for the 40th anniversary meeting of The Mongolia 
Saciey on Mongolian culure and contemporary Mongolia espectively. Abstacts up 
10 two double spaced pages are due by January 2001. A collction of abstracts of 
selcted papers il be published by the date of th conference. Absiracts dealing with 
Mongolia culture must be subited to: Prof. Elizabeth Endicott, Dept. of History 
Middicbury College, Middlebury, VT 05753, U.S.A. e-mail 
endicott@middicbury.edu Abstracts on contemporary Mongola (0 be submitid to 
Dr. Alicia Campi, 6002 Ticonderoga Ct, Burke, VA 22015, US.A. e-mail 
usmageampi@aol.com 

  

  

Central and Inner Asia Seminar, 
University o Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canads, 4-5 May 2001 

For the Seventh Annual Central and Inner Asia Seminar (CIAS) the organizers would 
welcome proposals on any subject which falls within the general scope of the 
mandate, with partcular reference o this occasion 10 the western movement of 

o  



    

     CIAA Newsletter Issue #12_Conferences 

nomadic peoples. Notfication of acceptance of a proposal will be sent as soon as 
possible and ot later than 31 January, 2001. Resourees permitting, the Proceedings of 
the Seminar will be published i the Toronto Studiesin Ceniral and Inner Asiaseries 
For more_information. please contact Professor Michael Gervers, e-mail 
102063 2152@sompuserve.com o Prof. Wayne Sclepp, e-mail: sclepp@eagle.ca. 

  

Sisteenth Internationsl Conference on South Asian Archacology 
Musée Guimet, Paris, France, 246 July 2001 

  Papers are invited from researchers for two paralll sessions, namely, Prehistoric and 
Historic Archacology. Priorty wil be given 1 those presenting new resuls i ficld 
work and related research in South Asian Archacology. Abstracts not exceeding one 
page mstbe received notlater than 28 February, 2001. Students intending 1o present 
papers must enclose altter of recommendation from thei supervisor along with their 
abstract. For more information contact SAA 2001, Musée Guimet, 19 av. dlén 
75116 Paris, France. Tel: + 33 1 4723 7670; fax: +33 1 4723 08 31; e-mail 
jarige indus cnrs@wanadoo fr 

     
  

  

  

“Dunhuang Art and Society” 
Dunhuang, Gansu, PR.C., 1528 July, 2001 

The Silkroad Foundation and the Center for Chinese Studis at the University of 
Michigan will co-sponsor and conduct the second seminar on “Dunhuang Art snd 
Society” next year at Dunhuang, China, with support fom the Dunhuang Rescarch 
Academy. This seminar provides a unique opportuity for scholars and studens (o 
rescarch and study the Dunhuang caves at the sie. The invited speakersinclde well 
Known Dunhuang specalists from the United States, Urited Kingdom and China. The 
official language of the seminar will be English. Lectures by local Chinese schalars 
will be transtted. In addition o the introductory lecture, in-depth case studies vill 
also be discussed. Participants of the seminar are also invited o attend an 
itemmational conference on Dunhuang art and culture at Lanzhou, co-organised by 
Lanzhou Universit and the University of Michigan, on their way to Dunhuang from 
13-14 July, 2001. Thisconference s not patof the seminar program, 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  The Seminar will be held at the Mogao Caves, Dunhuang, China. Paricpants will 
visit the Mogao caves in the daytime and attend lectures and discussions in the 
‘evenings. Invited speakers at Dunhuang include Fan Jinshi (*Welcome remarks and 
introduction (0 the Dunhuang Academy”); Ning Qiang (*Dunhuang art and soc 
intzoduction”); Roderick Whitfield (“Characteristcs of the "banner” paintings"); 
Robert Sharf (“On the role of images in Chincse Buddhist ritual™); Albert Dien 
("Northwest China: An Historical Perspective”); Roderick Whitfeld (“Pure Land 
paintings on silk and in the caves"); Ning Qiang (*Pictorialization of Paradise in 
Medieval Chinese Buddhist Art"); Robert Sharf (*What makes a Tanirc Buddhist 
image Taniic?"); Roderick Whitield (‘Ruixiang and th transmission ofthe Buddha 
image"); Li Zuixiong (“Conservation of the Dunhuang caves”). Lectures a Turfan 
will be delivered by Albert Dien (*Oases and the Steppes: An Ecological 
Perspective”) and Wang Binghua (“Archacological discoveries in Xinjiang’). 
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Lectures at Kucha will be delivered by Roderick Whitfeld (“Narrative painting in 
context: from Kizil to Dunhuang®) and Chen Shiliang (*Buddhist caves in the Kucha 
region’). 
The seminar fee is USSS00, which covers the tckets o vist the open and special 
caves, the cxpenses 1o use the seminar room and cquipment, and 1o use the local 
library. Towo optonal fied rps ar scheduled for the weekend and afe the seminar. 
The cost is not included in the seminar fec. Regisraton should be submitted o the 
Silkroad Foundation by December 31, 2000. For more information, including 
registration detals, contact: Silkroad Foundation, P. O. Box 2275, Saratoga CA 
95070, US.A.; website: htp:/swo:silk-road com; e-mail: Info@ilk-road com. 
Altemately contact Prof. Ning Qiang, -mail: Ninga@umich.edu 

  

  

  

[We regret 1o state thattheseminar s already flly subscribed — Ed]. 

1cAs2 
Berln, Germany, Augost 9-12, 2001 

  

Al Asia Scholars around the world are invited to paricipate in the Second 
Intenational Convention of Asia Scholas (ICAS 2) o be heldin Berln, Germany. In 
view of the growing intemational cooperation in the field of Asian studie,the ides on 
which ICAS 1, held in the Netherlands in June 1998 was based, will also be 
governing ICAS 2. The conference i aimed at providing a broad and inclusive forum 
for all scholars working on issucs reated (0 Asian studies and seeking a way of 
establishing o improving their intemational etworks. Across confinent, discpline, 
regional specialization and conceptual approaches, the main purpose of ICAS 2 will 
be to present both a formal platform and an academic stimulus 1o improving the 
exchange of scholarly contacts in Asian Studies. After the success of the fist 
convention, ICAS 2 is thus meant to be another major step towards & continuous 
improvement of interntionalization and cooperaton n allfekds of Asian studis. 

  

  

ICAS 2 is co-organized by the Association for Asian Studies (AAS) 
[htp://www.aasianstorg] and the European Science Foundation (ESF) Asia 
Commitce. (htip:/www.cstorg). representing the following six European 
Associations: Association for Korean Studies in Europe (AKSE) 
[hup:/swwowakse.uni-kiel del, European Association of Chinese Studies (EACS) 
[hup:/swwowsoas. ac.ukieacs], European Association for Japanese Studies (EAJS) 
[hup:/wwew s org], European Association for South Asian Studies (EASAS) 

European Societ for Central Asia Studies (ESCAS) [htp:/wwww et ru l/~escas), 
and European Association for South East Asian Studies (EUROSEAS) 
{hup: /v s nlfinsttutes/Kid/curoseas himl]. Also involved i the Intermational 
Insttute for Asian Studies (1AS), Leiden, [htp:/iia.idenunv.nlias] which was 
the organizing unit of ICAS 1. At present, other associations of Asian studis are 
cordially invited 0 join in the endeavor to esiablish a global network of scholaly 
exchange in Asian studies by contacting us through our website: 
[tp/web ik edul~zyang). The Association of Chinese Political Studis (ACPS) i 
one institution that has already responded and joined the ICAS 2 Organisation. The. 
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National Uriversity of Singspore [hup/wwvwinus edusg], which will host ICAS 3, 
s joined the organistion as an observe. 

  

ICAS organization will be bascd on a broad spectrum of pancls, roundisble 
discussions, postr presentations and papers presented from the field An informal 
programme will include cultural activites, book exhibitons and a eries of ativites 
‘which will be closely connected o sctivites of the Third Asia Pacific Week in Berin 
[htp://sww. APForum.com/index_e.asp]. In cooperation with the German 
Association of Asian Studies (Gesellschaft fur Asicnkunde or DGA) 
[hup/www.asienkunde.de], ICAS 2 wil be organized by an exccutive commitee 
(for formal organisation) and & program commitice of representatives of the co- 
sponsoring associations. Local organisation in Berln les with the Centre for Chinese. 
‘and East Asian Studies [hutp:/www.foberli.e/polchina] and it dirctor Prof. Dr. 
Eberhard Sandschneide ofth Freie Universti Berln [tp:/swo.fu-belinde). 

  

  

       

The Formal Programme of the ICAS 2 will be devoted to sessions, which will be 
selcted from proposals from the fied. Proposals can be of two basic types: for an 
Organised Session, or for an Individual Presentation. Each organised sssion will ast 
four hours. A varity offormas are possibi: the clasic panelof 34 scholarly papers 
and 12 discussants, and the roundtabl of up 10 six scholars talking informally sbout 
a topic. However, we encourage innovative formas that will stimulate discussion 
including the audience. Regardles of format, to the extent possble all sessions will 
try 1o establish dialogue across borders of nationalty, disipline, region studied, or 
conceptual approsch. The majority o sessions should have a good mix of peserters 
from Europe, the United State, and elsewhee, and many sessions will compare a 
topi (perhap a very specific one) across regions of Asia (and the st of the world) 
or teat a proble from several disciplinary angles. Organisers are also asked to 
consider gender,ethnic, and instittional blance. Proposals for Organised Sessions 
st include an sbstract of no more than 250 words that makes clear the purpose, the 
content and the forma of th session.If more explanation is needed a leter may be 
atached, but a complete absiract s requied regardless. f scholaly papers are 0 be 
presented n the session, e and an abstract of o mare than 250 words is required 
for cach paper. Al partiipants - the chair,presentrs, nd formal discussants if any - 
Should be lsted vith all other requested information. The chair or another person 
must be designated as the Session Organiser, who s responsible for conveying 
information n bath directions between the session paticipans and the Consention 
Saff Please noteon the proposal form any audio-visual or computer requirements. 

  

  

  

  

Individual preseniations may be in one of two formats. The preferred format is & 
poster, which normally combines the outlne of a paper with photographs or graphic 
materials. Posters will be displayed for two hours, during which time the presenter 
il be there for discussion. Experence at many meetings has proven that posters arc 
the best medium for ntense discussion of @ specfic project by a few people. The 
other format i an individual paper 0 b read. We will o our best o group these into 
reasonably coherentsessions, but experience indicates that such sessions oftn do not 
atract much of an audience and tend to b rather ragmented. Therefore, individual 
paper proposals wil be given lower priority, o in some cases a poster may be 
Suggested instead. A 250 word absiract is also requested for any individual 
presentaion proposals.
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An important goal of ICAS 2 i o provide space for interaction among Asia sholars, 
planned or spontaneous, outside the boundaries of the formal programme. Mecting 
rooms will be made available for a variety of purposes. These might include 
stuctured ‘panels’ foran audience, committee meetings, planning sessions for future 
conferences o research projects, new book presentaions, master clases, film or 
video screenings,reception, paties,informal discussion groups and other actviis. 
Activities can be open (o ai or by invitation only. We hope that many formal or 
informal groups of scholas (within Europe or around the world), pariculrly those 
oined by & common nteretin  theme that spans the regions of Asia, il find ICAS. 
2.2 hospitable place to meet. Indeed, it should be a good place 10 crate such groups, 
perhaps via an informal reception or panel. Anyone may apply t© hold such a 
‘mecting in conjunction’, and all appropriate applications will be accepied (0 the 
Jimits of availble space, bt prefeence for the mst atractive ime slots will b given 
10: (1) applications fom groups aflated with one of the sponsoring asociations; (2) 
applications from other scholary associations, organised groups and insttutes, 
‘anywhere in the world (3) appliations that arive before February 15th, 2001. Early 
‘applications are particularly encouraged, so that we can get a sense of how many 
rooms will be needed snd how o allocate the avalable time. 

  

An Informl Programme Proposal Form is provided for applications for meetngs in 
conjunction. Please provide a brief account of the purpose and nature of the meeting. 
plus an estimated number of atendees. These will be screcned by the stffraher than 
the Programme Comiltee according o the riteria above. No mectings or events can 
be scheduled before or after the convention dates. There also will be faciltes 
available for exhibitors. Invitations and special brochures will be distibuted 
separaely 

  

Al propossls for the Formal Program must arive at the ICAS secretaiat by the 
deadline of February 15th, 2001. We prfer electronic submissions, but proposals by 
‘mail o fux il alo be aceepted. One copy will sufice. The Program Committce wil 
decide on proposals by end of March 2001, and notifcations will ollow s soon a5 
possibl. All paticipantsinthe Formal Program must preegiser for the Convenion, 
including paying the fes by March 31th, 2001 or their names cannot be included in 
the printed program. This ule is required by the schedul for printing the program 
and cannot be waived. Any alterations in participants or in titls of sessions o 
presentations must be submitted by the same date or they cannot be prited in the 
program. I you need any assisance, lease contat the JICAS 2 organisation saff, or 
email: icas2 @zedt f-berln.d. 

    

st  
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Recent journals 

Parthica. Incontr di culture nel mondo antico 
No. 2, Pisa and Rome, ltaly: Istitui Edtorali ¢ PoligraficiIntemazionali, 2000, 
Chiefedior: A Inverizzi 

  

This issue is devoted to Archacological Research in Pre-Isamic Central Asia with 
contributons by: A. Invernizzi,The Square House at Old Nisa": T. Mkrycev and U 
Treiner, “The Manufacturing Technique of the Rhytons from Old Nisa™; V. N. 
Pilipko, “On the Wall-Paintings from the Tower-Building of Old Nisa®; G. A 
Koselenko, A. G. Lapsin and 5. V. Novikov, “The Mansur-depe Excavations of 1986- 
87° B. Litvinskij, “A Golden Ring with Horseman Incised on its Turgquoise™; B 
Litvinksij, A Finial from the Temmple of the Oxus in Bactra”: J. L. Scapova, “On the 
Material and Manufacturing Technigue ofthe Final from the Temple of the Oxus”; 
K. A. Abdullaev, “A Coin rom the Kashkadarya Valley with Representations o Zeus. 
and Hereules™ and B, Marshak, “The Ceilings of the Varakhsha Palace” 

  

  

  

Bulltinof the Asia Instiute 
Vol. 11, Bloomenfield Hills, M, U.S.A.: Bulltin of the Asia Insttute (1999) (2000 
Pp. vi+ 234, 100 ill, tables, photos, lne drawings. USS 65 + USSS for shipping. 
Order rom Bulletin of the Asia Institte, 3287 Bradvay Bivd., Bloomeld Hills, MI 
48301, US.A. Tel: +1 248 647 7917; fax: +1 248 647 9223; e-mail: bai34@aol.com; 
websit: hp:/wwo bulleinasainsiute.org 

  

  

    

Anicesin this volume include: A. Nikiin, V. Shkoda, and M. Alram, “In Memoriam 
Evgeny Viadislavovich Zeymal"; Nicholas Sims-Willams, “Four Bactian Economic 
Documents” P. Leriche, Sh. Pidaev, K. Abdullaev and P. Gentelle, “Bilan de la 
campagne 1997 de Ia Mafouz de Bactiane”; Albert de Jong “A New Syrian Mithric 
Tauroctony” A. S. Melikian-Chirvani, “The Iranian Wine Leg from Prehisory to 
Mongol Times": Prods Oktor Skjervo, “The Joy of the Cups A Pre-Sasanian Middle 
Persian Inscription on  Silver Bow!"; David Frendo, “The Religious Factor in 
Byzantine-Iranian Relations”; A. S. Melikian-Chirvani, “Ancient Iranian Jade”; Prods 
Oktor Skierv, “Eastem Iranian Epic Traditions Il: Zarathusta and Diomedes - an 
Indo-European Epic Warrior Type”; Richard Salomon, “Another Reliquary 
Inscripton of the Apraca Princess 

  

    

    

  

  

Collaboraive Archaeological Poject n Uzbekistan” 

Iran, Journal o th Brdsh Institute o Persian Studies 
Vol. XXXVII, London: The Britsh Institue of Persian Stdies, 2000, pp. vi + 169, 
30 b plates. £30 or USS 60 plus E3USS 6 fo shipping. Order from The British 
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Institue of Persian Studies, The Bitish Academy, 10 Carlton House Terrace, London 
SWIY SAH, UK. 
The following aticles among others appeared in the 2000 annual volume and will be 
ofterest 0 ou readers: G. Herrmann, K. Kurbansakhatov, St J. Simpsan ef al. “The 
International Merv Project. Preliminary Report on the Eighth Scason (199" T. 
Mitchell, “The Persepolis Structres i the Britsh Museum". M. Mochiri, “Kirman, 

e de turbulence” Y. Garfinkel, “The Khazineh Painted Syles of Wester Iran” N 
rcen, “The Survival of Zoroastianism in Yazd; S, Ghanimat, “New Perspectives 

on the Chronological and Functonal Horizonsof Kuh- Khvwia in Sista’ 

  

  

    

IDP News: Newslettr o the Inernational Dunluang Project 
No. 16, London: Autumn 2000, pp. 8, 9 biw ils. For a fee copy contact: Dr. Susan 
Whitield, The Internaional Dunhuang Projet, The British Library, 96 Euston Road 
London, NW1 2DB, UK. Tel: +44 171 412 7647/7822/7650; fux: +44 171 412 7858 
email: susan whitheld@bluk 

    
  

This special issue is devoted 10 the coverage of the centennial discovery of the 
Dunhuang Library Cave. In addiion o deaild reports ofthe two conferences held at 
the Dunhuang Academy and Capial Normal Uiversity Beijing, there are shorter 
aticles lising exhibitions, news items and publications celebrating 100 years of 
Dunhuang studies 

  Newstette: Centreof Central Asian Studies 
Vol XIX, Srinagar, Universit of Kashmir: Winer 2000, pp. 33, diagrams, btw and 
colourills 
Several shor articles and news iems of inerest fo our readers in thisissue include o 
eport on  natonal eminar commemorating the millenial of l-Birun, istory of the 
Mongol langauge, Mazdakism among the Mongols, matrimonial practices among 
Ladakbis, and wood carving and papir-maché traditions of Kashir. 

  

  

  Asia Major, Third Series, vol. 11 part 2 (1998) (2000}, Taipe 
and Philology, Academica Sinica 

Insitute of History 

“This journal too s devoted to papers presened at the “Third Silk Road Conference” 
held in July 1998 at Yale University, New Haven, U.S.A. Published here 
“Introduction: Turfan as a Silk Road Community” by Valerie Hansen; “A Concise 
History o the Turfan Oasis and lis Exploration” by Zhang Guangda and Rong. 
Xinjiang, “The Path of Buddhism into China: The View from Turfan” by Valeric 
Hansen; “Sosanian and Arab-Sasanian Silver Coins from Turfan: Their Relationship 
1o International Trade and the Local Economy” by Jonathan Karam Skaff and 
“Innovations in Textile Techniques on China's Northwest Frontier, 00-700 AD" by 

Angela Sheng, 

     

  

5  
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Tun-huang and Turfan Studies Acta Asiaica: Bulletin of the Institute of Eastern 
Culture vol. 78 2000), Tokyo: The Tahd Gakkai 

I the words of On Ikeda, th editor “This issue of Acta Asiarca contains ambitious 
‘contibutons by four fronine scholars who are most actively engaged in Tun-huang 
‘and Turfun studies in Japan today” (. i) Th artices published are: “A Tentative 
Inquiry into the Early Caves of the Mo-kao Grottoes at Tun-huang: Questions 
Regarding the Caves from the Sui Dynasty” by Akio Donohashi, “The Sha-chou 
Uighurs and the West Uighur Kingdom” by Takao Moriyasus “Multilingualism in 
Tun-huang” by Tokio Takaa; “First Fruits of Rylkoku-Berlin Joint Project on the 
Turfun Iranian Manuscripts” by Yoshida Yutaka and “Recent Japanese Research on 
Tun-huang and Turfan” by On Ikeda 

  

    
  

    

     

Studies on the Inner Asian Languages no. 15 2000) 
I this journal published by The Society of Central Eurasian Stdics the following 
aticles appeared: T. Moriyasu: “Chronologie des sceaus offccls employés par les 
‘commissaies impériaux de ' Armée Revenue au Devoir (Kouelyi kiun) (in Japanese 

French resuné), P. Zieme: “Fragments o the Od Turkic Mairisimit nom big 
the Otani Collection” (in English), Y. Yoshida & T. Moriyasu: “Manichacan 

Sogdian and Uighur Leters Recenly Unearthed in Bezeklik, Turfan” (in Japanese), 
Bibliography of Rong Xinjiang. 16 plates and ables accompany the arices. 

  

   
  

  

For furherinformation wit to sial @bunS2 et osaka-uac jp 

New publications on Iran 
Iran, 1971-1976 

by AD.H. Bivar (assised by P. L. Baker, Professor G. Fehérvisi, S. Tyle Smith and 
L. Woolley) ed. M. Shokoohy, SOAS, Universiy of London 2000, pp. 508, plaes 
134, figs. 87, £95 

  

  

(Ghubayri was a central Iranian own of the middle rank whose excavation provides us 
with a are view of the materal cultue of such a setlemen in the Sasanian and the 
carlir Islamic centuries. Occupaton at Ghubayri extends from prehistoic times and 
a sequence from the Susanian period through 10 the Samanid and the Seljoq periods 
with permanent setlement finally terminated, it seems, by Timir’s invasion of the 
Kirmdn region in 1393-1396. A significant Zoroastran presence in the Sasanian 
period i also testifed and an ossuary deposit otoddn was dentified at the it as well 
5 Sasanian coin hoard which i catalogued by Susan Tyl Smith. 

  

     

  

The Ghubayrd excavations were a principal feature of SOAS field research in Iran 
between 1971 and 1976 as all those involved in archacology at the School in those 
years will recall. As @ part of the history of archacology in this insttuion, the 
appearance, albeitbelaed, of the inal publicaion of the resuts of the excavation s 
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extremely welcome and reflcts the determination of the directors of the project, 
Professor Géza Fehérvir and Professor A. . H. Bivar. 

  

s of towers, two shrines and a 
and an extraordinary range of catacombs among other buildings and 

e place no longer retain it fortifications allhough onee it had & mud- 
brick city wall The geological formatons at Ghubayrd which allowed the cuttng of 
the catacomb caves wers also suficienty easily worked o allow them (0 be scarped 

    

  

wall. The extensiv scries of catacomb-like cave chambers are unique in tems of 
  Islamie archacology and were a rich source of finds. They also consitued a serious 

danger to those investigaing them. Such catacomb-like systems seem 1o occur at 
other laces in this area and they appear 0 find their way ito poetry with Part-bin 

iy princess with an underground palace who received there the hero Hasan, 
  

The fat that the excavations ook place so long ago is demonstrated by the fac that, 
had the feldwork occurred in more ecent imes, it would have enailed a geophysical 
resistivity survey which would have made the ploting of the caves fur casie. 
However, such cquipment was not availabl {0 the excavators when they worked on 
thesite 

Ghubayrd provides evidence of both ceramic and metal production and it was 
elaively rih in well preserved metal finds, inluding copper and iron objcts. There 
was also a certain amount of old and slver which suggests a degree of prosperiy in 
the years of the site’s greatest efflorescence. It appears that the metal industry at 
(Ghubayri was one of ong:standing and the metal finds included a colletion ofladles 
and strsiners. Although unusully numerous, Bivar cautions against interpreting them 
aslibation spoons for some riual purpose: he veers instead towards the more prosaic 
view tha they were of practcal purpose, used merely for cooking preparation. The 
prize find of the excavation was a fine bronze bow from the “Seljiq Room” whose. 
inscription is unfortunately rather conventional but t s neverthless a museum object 
of quality thtis now intheIran Bastan Museu. The same environmental conditions 
that led 10 the survival of so much metal also ld to the survival of textiles which 
include silks, ik quiling and apicce of il eaher. The age of many of these finds 
from the caves has been extremely difficult to assess with the lack of siratgraphy 
compounding the effec ofthe frequent reutlization of the caving system. 

  

  

Although minai and lustreware ceramics were disappointingly rare, there were 
considerable numbers of glazed tls, of which some at least appear 1 have come. 
from th local kiln. Essentaly, the ceramic range traverss the Sasanian or carly 
Istamie period through to the Sejis with what Fehérvir terms “clectric sgraffato” 
s a Seljtq period product. An associaion with Turkhin Khatin who governed the 
region inthe 13thcentury is suggesed through the persisient presence on roofin tles 

of the inscribed words imalika. On the environmental side, Emily Glover's account 
of the molluscan shells draws our atenton to the remarkabl distance actoss which 
seafood would be imported 0 mest demand a st 50 deep nland as Ghubayri. 
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Inthe course o ancillary work by the Ghubayrd team at the nearby of town of Sijan, 
avery unusual Muzaffrid tone minbar dated 789/1387 was noted at a mosque st. It 
bore inscriptions of remarkable design and i is an important addition {0 the corpus of 
Iranian minbars of this period. A pariclarly iniguing discovery is a white limestone 
ball which Bivar suggests could ither have been ballisia ammunition ora cannonkall. 
“The very precise spherical chaacter of th ball suggests it was the later: th present 
reviewer has recently excavated mediaeval Islamic allisia ammunition at Homs in 
Syria and this tends 1o be of naural river-stones seected for their rotundity, but as 
natural stones they lack the prfectly spherical form of the Ghubayrd stone ball. A 
cannon-barrel or similar projectile despatcher demands the precision of form 
displayed by the Ghubayri. stone whereas a ballsta does nt normaly need such 
precision in ts ammunition. Bivar thus may wel be right in nterpreting the stone ball 
a5 0 cannon-ball He raiss the iteresting possibility tha s presence may provide 
evidence that Timi possessed cannon and that his is ammunition expended during 
the last days of Ghubayri. If tre, this s th frs archacological evidence from Iran 
that atllery existed there before it was brought o the region by the Poruguese, the 
Ottomans and the Englih. 10 i hard to imagine tha Timir, as the greatest. il 
man of his age, did no seek out information on the most up {0 date miliary maters. 
‘Arilery was siready well advanced by the latr 14th century, with some sort of 
cannon being used a Huescar by the Nasrids sulans of Granad as early as 1324 and 
again ot Algeciras in 1343 and it seems that the development of cannon is 10 be 
‘associated with the Theran peninsula. A fint chance exists that the Mardks used 
cannons by the 1360s but the subsequent use of them was rare while the Ottomans 
first used them i Albania s late a5 1431, That Timis had contact with Spain s well- 
Known but it was not unil 1404 thatthe Spanish embassy of Ruy de Clavijo rached 
Timilr s court whereas the end of Ghubayr at Timur's hands occurred in 1393-1396. 
Thus, we cannot use this specific and ostensibly convenient diplomatic contact to 
expldin Timi's acquaintance with atlley and the technical dvances made i Sps 
“The issue remains a problem, but this sone ball could be one of the most broadly 
significant finds from the Ghubayrd excavation as tesimony o the state of militry 
technology in late 14th century Iran. 

     
  

  

   

  

     

It very appropriste tht thi account of Ghubayrd has been published by SOAS and 
with School support and the personal supportof the uthors as it completes a major 
SOAS project o the 1970s. It s wel produced volume and one's only reet i that 
was ot possibe 1 produce colour llustatons of the ceramics. The volume appears 
at a time when SOAS has renewed its contacts with Iran in terms of Islamic 
architecture and archacology and i serves as a reminder that very litle Islamic 
‘archacologicl research from lran based on excavation hs been published outside the 
Islamic Republic of Iran itself in recent imes It may serve as a simulus for fuure 
archacological iedvork at Islamic sts in Iran 

Dr.G.R D.King, 
Reader in Islamic Artand Archacology, School of Orienal and African Sudies, 

Universisy of London, UK.
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  Persia and the West:  An Archacological Tavest 
Achacmenid Art 

by John Boardman. London: Thames and Hudson, 2000, p. 255, 295 b, &w. ils.in 
the text, nots. £36. 

ation of the Genesis of 

  

“This book is in some ways a sequel 0 the author's magisterial The Diffusion of 
Classical Art in Aniigquiy (Washington and London, 1994). While the opening 
chaptrs of that work investigate the manifestations of Greek art i Iran, both before 
and after Alexander, here we find a discussion of the Greek, western Asiaic, and 
Egypian legacy in the architcctur and artof the Achsemenid empire. At the same. 
time, there is an extensive survey of the royal Achacmenid agenda in the 
commissioning of architecture and sculptue, and of the return influence of that 
radition on theculture of the wester sarapi, on Athens sel, and on places even 
further afeld: Thrace, the Caucasus and India. Morcover, since 1994, there has bocn 
copious output of wriings on the Achsemenids and thir contacs. Besides the major 
sudics of M. C. Root (The King and Kingship in Achaemenid A [Leiden, 1979]) 
and of Margaret C. Miler (Athens and Persia i the Fifh century B.C. [Cambridge 
and New York, 1997]), there have been a host of dtaled publications reporing on 
particular objects and areas. For this multifriousltratue, S John's survey - much 
of it compressed into the 20 pages of notes (pp. 230-50) - provides an invaluable 
resource. The text and plats too contain many nuggets of fresh information. For 
example, the original cylinder-seal of the Lydian satrap Artimas with its Aramaic 
inscription (p. 161, fig. 5.11), long known from an electrtype in the Britsh 
Muscu, i now located in the Bollmann Collection. The cylinder showing a Persan 
about t0'slay a naked (heroized?) Greek, with the Aramaic legend L-dr (7) is an 
unusual specimen. As the - author hints, the sections devoled (o architectural 
techniques contan the most difficult, et essential, material. Here his unequalled 
command ofthe Greck evidence s specaly helpful 

  

   
  

  

“The section on gem-ngraving, one of the author's favourie topics, s especially rich. 
ngraving, in the stablished tradiion of the Oxford school, he 

s chifly preoccupied with “art-historial” aspects: that i 1o sa, with syl artistc 
techniques, and the background of the artists. With this ground cleared, one might 
anicipate that one day futher levels of meaning could be accessed. One would be 
hat of functonal significance. What isthe purpose of the sculptures at Persepolis? 
‘What indications e there of th status of asealimpression, apart from th recipient's 
Knowledge of s origin? Then ther i the question of elgious content, for Greek 
contexts obvious t the classcist less self-evident with purely Iranian, or at any rate 
Middle Eastern subjects. Taking these aspets onc by one, this reviewer has come o 
Suspect one important function of the Persepolitan sculptures was as “instruction- 
book” for the ceremonics: guards should stand here and there; the lion-bull 
symplegma marks the boundary of the security zone, where it was death ( (rspass, 

als possibly cary indications of rank. Size and quality of course indicats 
‘auhoritative seals, but there may be less subjctive indications. Of those inscribe, 
the Aramaic formula jtm X br ¥ *Seal of X, son of Y could indicate a tatus,that of 
satraps or minisers, higher than those with the simple /X “(Sea) of X" One could 
suspect also thatthe form of the “Auramazda symbol”,the winged disk either with, 

or withou, the human tors, efered  the tatu oftheuser. The first variety appears. 
on manifesty royal seals, though in at leat one case, ogether with the simpler 
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varity. Others with the plain dic, evidently dignified seals, tll seem 10 have a 
secondary ranking. Do the palm-rees framing royal scenes (5.6, 5.9, 5.15), often 
depiting acts of saughier,carry an allusion to Nergal, Babylonian deit of war and 
death, whose atibute these were? Could the representations o the boar allude 0 the 
Iranian deity Verethragna? Yet ofien the beast is shown hunted and slain, hardly 
appropriate for_the familiar of a dety. In the context of hunting, one welcomes the 
discussion and update o the elaborate Xenophanios vae from the Crimea (p- 213). 

  

  

  

There exits in the scholarship of this subject  longstanding debate about the extent 
and prominence of Greek influcnces among the Achacmenids. Fundamentally, 
scholars s the lements for which thei raining conditins them, and several aready 
i the 19305 deteted traces of Greek workmanship and Greck inspiation in various 
mediums. Sometimes there may have been a tendency fo overstate this case 
Specialisis on the Middle East, influenced no doubt aiso by Iranian nationalist 
sentiment, mounied counter-asgumens, emphasizing the Persian role inthe selection 
of themes and styles. Both theses were probably jusifed 10 a large extent, and not 
necessarly exclusive, but the debate continues. In the final chapter the author 
tactfully re-examines the issues, re-asertng some connections, discarding others, 
‘it his usual expertise in the Greek background. The work as a whole provides a 
comprehensive survey of an instructive subject, of which the importance in world 
hisory istoday being increasingly understood. 

  

  

  

   

(ADHB) 

New publications in Russian 
Vostochnyi Turkestan v drevaosti | rannem srednevekovie: Arkhitectura. 
Iskusstvo. Kostium [Eastern Turkestan in Ancient and Early Medieval Times: 
Architectue, Fine Ars. Costume] 
edited by Boris A. Litvinskil. Moscow: Izdateliskaia firma "Vostochnaia lieratura” 
RAN, 2000.Pp. 584, il 

“The book under consideration i the fourth volume of a whole serie of studies on the 
History and culture of Easten (Chinese) Turkestan from the earlist tmes through the 
100 century A.D. This s a grandiose and unchallenged project, which has been 
undertaken by many noted Russian experts i the feldsof Central Asian archacology, 
ancient istory, lnguistic, epigraphy, numismatics and ethnography. The work has 
cen conducted under the permanent leadership of Academician Boris A. Litvinskiias 
Editor-n-Chicf, and it is his ttanc efforts that have allowed these volumes o be 
published. It should be noted hat Russian scholas, such as Academician Sergei F. 
Oldenburg, S. M. Dudin and others, as long ago as the late 19th and carly 20 
centuries had been actively investigating Eastern Turkestan, and 5o it s ot by chance. 
tha their compalriot are now summarising in such complete form the up-to-date 
Knowledsge abou the poitical and social hisory, ethnogenesis, hisorical geography, 
‘material and spiritual lfe, warfare, fine arts and architecture o this very important 
and interesting egion of Eastern Cental Asi 

  

    

s 
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The first. thre, previous volumes, included: Vostochnyi Turkestan v drevnosti | 
rannem srednevekovie: Ocherki istori [Eastern Turkestan in Ancient and Early 
Medieval Times: Essays o History]. Moscow: Nauks. Glavraia redakisia vostochnoi 
lteratury, 1988. Pp. 453, ills.; Vostochnyl Turkestan v drevnosti i 
rannemsrednexekovie: Einos,iazyk,reigi [Eastern Turkestan in Ancient and Early 
Medieval Times: Ethnos, Languages, Religions]. Moscow: Nauka. Glavnaia 
redakisia vostochno literatury, 1992. Pp. 688, ils; and Vostochnyi Turkestan v 
dresnosti I rannem srednevekovie: Khosiaistvo, materialinaia kulitura [Eastern 
Turkestan in Ancient and Early Medieval Times: Economy, Material Culture] 
Moscow: lzdteliskaia firma "Vostochnaia iterturs” RAN, 1995, Pp. 525, s 
  

    1 is important to add that before these publications appeared, two collections of 
papers on ancient Eastern Turkestan had already been published which contained 
some of the material now found in the books in question, a these were sl in the 
process of being preparcd. These include: Vostochnyi Turkestan { Sredniia Azia 
Itoria, Kulitura. Sviazi [Eastern Turkestan and Centeal Asia: History, Culture. 
(Contacts. Moscow: Nauka. Glavnaia redakstia vostochnoi ltratuy, 1984. Pp. 240, 
ills; and Vostochnyi Turkestan 1 Sredniaia Azita v sisteme kulitur drewnego | 
srednevekovogo Vostoka [Easter Turkestan and Central Asia in the System of 
Cultues of the Ancient and Medieval Eas]. Moscow: Nauka Glavnaia redskisia 
vostochno lcratury, 1986, Pp. 254, b. & w. il 

  

  

  

  

‘The present volume comprises four large essays: "Architecture and Building 
Consiruction by Bors A. Litvinski, Fine Ars by the late Natliva V. Diyakonova 
“Costume' by Sergei A. Yatsenko and ‘Musical Culure by S. Kibirova. Apart from 
these, there is a preface by Boris A. Livinski, an extensive bibliography, and ndexes 
of the personal names, geographical and topographical denominations and of 

< and main collections as well 2 an English summary. In fact, all the 
very detsiled monographs (especially "Architecture and Building 

Construction”: pp. 13-217). As in the previous volumes, these have been writen by 
scholars with exiensive knowledge of cach topic. The strngth of thei escarch e in 
the fac thatthey have made use of all available primary source maerial, comprising. 
archacological, iconographical and literary data, a5 well s taking into consideration 
the principal achievements of both the Russian and foreign explorers of Easiem 
Turkestan. Among the lattr worthy of not e Si A. Stin, A. Grlwedel, A. von Le 
Cog, . Pelliot, E. Waldschmidt, B. Rowland, M. Bussagli, M. Yaldiz and others. The 
book i wel illustrated with black and white drawings. I scems undoubied that the 
present volume along with the previous three have contributed very much to our 
Knowledge of the past of this considerable egion Iying in antquity on the crossroads 
Of the greatest Eurasiancivlizations. 

  

  

  

    

  

D Valeri P Nikonorov, Instiut ofthe History of Material Culure, 
Russian Academy of Scences, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation 

   Elinisticheskii Khram Oksa v Bakiri (luzhayi Tadzhikistan). T. 1: Raskopi. 
Arkhitektura. Religioznaia zhizni [The Hellenistic Templ of the Oxus in Baciria 
(Southern Tajikisan). Vol 1: Excavations. Architecure, Relgious Life] by Boris A  
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iew Publications 

Litvinskii and Igori R. Pichikian. Moscow: lzdatelskaia 
literatura” RAN, 2000. Pp. 504, 80 s 

  

ma *Vostochnaia 

  

“This book reveals another considerable scientifc iterest of Academician Boris A 
Litvinskii, viz. the study of the culture of ancient Bactria. It was he who, as the 
Director of the Southen Tadjik Archacological Expedition, it 
projec t0 excavae the so-called Oxus Temple at Takbt-i-Sangin (Stone Fortres). 

“This ancien ste i situated on the right bank of the Vakhsh river, near its junction 
with the Pan. It s fom this juncton on tha the river s clled Amu Darya (Ancient 
Oxus). These excavations were conducted between 1976 and. 1991 by the Takh 
Qobad detachment of the Southern Tadiik Archacological Expedition, with Dr. Igori 
R. Picikan at the head. The great enthusiasm of Dr. Pichikian and other paticipants 
of the expeditin in the face of extremely difficul nawral conditions demonsirated 

their extreme devotion tother task. Regretaby, 1. R Pichikian died not o long ago, 
unable to witness the publicaton of his work. I the preface, his co-author pays. 
omage to his outsianding ol inthe excavatons at Takhti Sangin. 

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

According 10 the actual material obiained in the course of these works, the Temple 
was erected in th late 4th-carly 3rd century B.C. and dedicated 10 the Oxus river 
deity. 1t was one of the biggest and most important constructions of ult archiecture 
in the ancient Middle East. The present volume i the first one n a sries devoted 1o 
the main results ofthe 15-year archacological investgation of this monument. In sptc 
of the fact that both the authors have witen previously,together or individually, 
big number of works on various matters concerning the Oxus Temple, this scris is 
aimed st giving the most detailed accountsof the excavations, 

  

The volume under review consists of three large pats. The fist on is entied The. 
Discoveries and Excavations of Bactrian Treasures'and s concerned with thrce 
significant discoveries, which, one afier another, shed more and more ligt on the 
sty of antiquitesof Pre- and Hellenistc Bactra: These are: 1) The famous Treasure 
ofthe Oxus found on the rght bank of the Vaklsh n 1877; 2) The Greek city known 
under the modern denomination of Ai Khanum, which was uncovered and excavated 
between 1965 and 197 in Northeastern Afghanistan by French archacologists with 
sensational resuls; and 3) The Oxus Templ at Takht- Sangin. Pt | then wrns (0 the 
last st giving detaied descriptons of both the excavation process and stratigraphy 
of the Temple, as wel a considering is architectural pecularites and chronology. In 
Part I Clranian and Eastern Hellenistic Templs of ire and Their Genesis) aspects of 
the exploration and typology of Iranian and Eastern Hellenistic temples arc 
considered including a gencsis of thei lay-outs. Finaly, Par 11 (The Religious Life 
in the Temple of the Oxus') offers a survey of the cults and rites of ancient and 
‘moder Zoroasirans, a comparison with Hellenisti temples, and a reconstrucion of 
religiouslf n the Oxus Temple. 

  

  

   

    

“The main text i provided with  prefce and quit extensive conclusion (The Plce of 
the Oxus Temple in the Cultural History of Central Asia). In the later, Boris A. 
Litvinskii speaks of the difference between Ai Khanum and Takhti Sangin as 
patterns of the populated sites in Hellenistic Bactria; defines several zones of the 
hellenization process in Bactri; and cits the fact that the consequent development 
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ions 

of the culte of Wester Central Asi inits most important directions rested on the 
local Hellenistic and Hellenized substrata. 

  ‘The monograph has two important appendices. The first one, ‘Geomorphological 
Seting and Reconstruction of Palaco-Ecological Situaton inthe region of the Sie of 
Takht- Sangin (Against the Background of the Territory of Bactra-Tokharistan)’ has 

been witen by P. P. Kerzum and A. P. Kerzum. Appendix I entitled ‘Coin Finds 
from Takht- Sangin was writen by the late Yevgenii V. Zeimali, one of the most 
prominent specialists in ancient Central Asian numismatis. The book is well 
illustated with 80 separae pages of both black and white drawings and photographs. 
A vast biblography and indexes of personal and geographical names are alo added. 
Furthermore, a sufficenty long summary in English (10 pages) s avalable, which is 
very helpfl for readers with e or no knowledge of Russan. 

    
  

  

    

“The first volume of the final reports on the excavations at Taklit-i Sangin contains 
very interesting data and observations concemning the antique culture of Bactri, and 
this does allow us to expect the same from the forthcoming volumes. The next one, 
dealing with finds of armament and warfar, hs aleady been prepared for publishing 
by B. A. Litvinskii and i expected o be published sometime tis year. 

D Valeri P. Nikonorov, Insiut of the History of Material Culure, 
Russian dcademy of Sciences, 1. Petershurg, Russian Federation 

New publications on Central Asia 

‘Southern Silk Road: In the footsteps o Sir Aurel Stcin and Sven Hedin 
by Christoph Baumer, Bangkok: White Orchid Books, 2000. Many colour and b. & 
will, 

  

This s the English wanslation, a revised and expanded version of Baumers 
Geisterstadte der Sudlichen Seidenstrasse - Endeckungen in der Wste Takla-makan 
(Stttgart and Zurich: Chr. Belser, 1996). Inspired as a fifteen-year-old by Sven 
Hedin's The Wandering Lake, Baumer made two cxpeditions of his own along the 
Southern Sk Road, in 1994 and 1998, visiting the ancient it and modern towns. 
His fabulous colour photographs are ofien dramatic and informative: or example, the 
impressive Rawak stupa (333, and the strategic location of the Mazar Tagh fort 
with its panoramie views (fig.39). Juxtaposing his own colour photographs with 
black-and-white photographs,llustations and quotes from the publications of calier 
explorers, Baumer introduces the key sites and history of the region: (Ch.1) A bridge 
between the Orient and the Occident; (2) Indo-European migration into the Tarim 
Basin; (3) Great Powers on the Silk Road; (4) A meeting place of eligions; (5) 
Kashgar, the kingdom of Khotan, Rawak Stupa and Fort Mazar Tagh; (6) Dandan 
Oilik, the secret ity (7) Karadong, a forified caravanserai of the Han; (§) The sealed 
archives of Niys; (9) Endere and Miran: evidence of Tibetan predominance; (10) The 
LopNor mystery; (1) Loula, ghost ity on Lake Lop Nor. 
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ns. 

The epilogue brings the whole back 1 our own times, when the discovery of il and 
gas have stimolated the construction of roads and aistrips (*Oil roads” raher than 
“Silk roads”), and the discovery of “mummies” has stmulated international co- 

the early history of the region. 
  

   

  

Helen Wang, 
Department of Cots and Medals 

The Brtsh Museun, London, UK. 

. G. Mannerheim in Central Asia 1906-1908 
ed. Petei Koskikallio & Asko Lehmuskallio. Helsinki: Finland, National Board of 
Antiquiie, 1999, p. 128, copious b. & w. and colour ll, drawings, maps, 120 
Finnish marks. 
C.G. Mannerheim in Central Asia 1906-1908 i both the e of the recent exhibiion 
i Helsinki, Finland's Museum of Cultures (one of several museums, cinemas and 
cafes which have recently been established in the former indoor tennis stadium in 
centrl Helsinki) and of the fine book accompanying the exhibition available in an 
English ediion as wellas i Finnish. 

  

     

The exhibition was laid out topographically and in its displays mixed photographs 
{aken by Mannerheim and objects of both folk and schalarly inerest colected by him 
with modern objects sketching the traditional life of the peoples Mannerheim   

The book, on the other hand, conains aticles by various scholars on topics ranging. 
from “Baron Mannerhcim’s hunt for ancient Central Asian manuscripts” by Harry 
Halen 10 an aticle on “Plaits pendanis in the Mannerhcim collection” by Ildiko 
Lebinen, There are two setsof “Topis” at the end which are basically glossares of 
{erms and brief explanation about the various peoples encountered by the Baron on 

His travels, but there is no index. It s pointed out that most studies on Mannerheim 
unil now have been linguisticlly based, and here scholars have taken the opportunity 
1o group and explore the objects brought back by Mannerheim. Each article is 
fumished with a critical apparatus. The volume also contans a small callection of 
leters in Swedish, part of a correspondence between the traveller while he was in 
China and Senator Otto Donner, dited by Harr Halen. Several of the aricles, but 
primarily th fist, “Mannerheim in Central Asia” by Heli Lahdentausta, Manjatta 
Parpola and Pili Vainonen and edited by Asko Lehmuskalli, make considersble use 
of Mannerheim’s photographs, showing ot just views or objcts, but the peopls of 
Central Asia engaged in thir everyday actviies and posing i their characeristic 

  

  

  

  

  

  

Hilary A Swith, MPil, Travel Consultan, London, U K. 
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foldraje hitérrel, Budapest: Magyas Ostorénet Kuaté é Kiado K, 1999, 
[English cdition: Hungarian Hermit o the Himalaya. The Life of Sindor Kiri 
‘Csoma] by Kubassek, Jinos, pp. 263, b. & w. and colour s, index, maps (pb) 

  

Although a very personal and popula account, amed t the general readr, this book 
is 3 good guide to anyone inerested in various aspects of Csoma's lfe and travels, 
and importantly an English editon was also publihed. The author rfers frequently (o 

the detiled biography by Ervin Baktay, irst published in 1942, but tll avallable as.a 
reprint. Therefore Kubassek's account aims to complement Bakiay's more scholarly 
work and concentrates also on related problems, such as Csoma celebrations in 
(Csoma's place of birh, which i today partof Romania, and the seting up of Csoma 
statues. Kubassek travelled along Csoma's route twice and his and other modem 
ravelers comments e frequently added. He also loks into the work and thoughts o 
(Csoma’s teachers and contemporaris who shaped his way of thinking. 

  

    

  

‘The book is divided into four main parts. The lengthy introduction s enitled *My 
fist meetings with K.Cs S This s followed by five chapters describing Csoma's 
childhood and youth and the background to this. I the second part his travels from 
Europe to Kashmir ar followed. The third partdescribeshis work in the monasteres 
of the Western Himalayas, and the fourth part his last yearsin Bengal. Maps ilusrate: 
‘Csoma's route and the bibliography of Csoma-selated research is up-to-date and 
comprehensise. There s also  chronology of Csoma's . 

  

  

(LRS) 

Tournament of Shadows. The Great Game and the Race for Empire in Central 
Asia 
by Karl E. Meyer and Sharcen Blair Brysac. Washington D.C.: Counterpoint, 1999 
PP. 646, & w. photos, hb. maps,index. USS35 
“Ths book at frst glance seems to be an inflted verson of Pete Hopkik's The Grear 

Game (London: John Murray, 1990), which by now has become a clasic Is very 
Iength nd weight may detr most who have read Hopkirk's book. Invitably many of 
the personaites whose activites are described ae the same as those in the Hopkirk 
book, for example the very firt characer in the book: William Moorcroft and other 
main players” like Charles Stoddart, Arthur Conolly, Lord Wellesley, William 

Brydon, Lord Curzon, Francis Younghusband etc. Repetitons are thus inevitabl. 
However, this book s  look at the “Great Game” from a new perspectiv. Pechaps. 
as it is especially aimed at an American readership the authors, who have a 
background i journalism, have set the question of the race for Central Asia against 
the larger context of world history and culture. Events are narrated from the carly 
nineteenth century up 1 the present day. The most important argument of the authors 
s hat the role of Britan inthe Great Game was gradually taken over by the United 
States of America, who were opposing the Soviet advance in the region in the near 
past, and e still having to face the results of the poliy of inerference in counties 
such as Afghanistan. The Himer protégé Emst Schifer’s SS expedition to Lhasa in 
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1938-39 i included here, according to the publicity material apparently drawing on 
newly declassifed documents. 

The other main diffrence between Hopkirk's and Meyer - Blair Brysac’s approach is 
{hat the later authors follow only an approximate chronological order, and their main 
focus s irmly on the personalites nvolved. They included many minor characters, 
some of whom, like Madame Blavaisky, the Russian-born founder of Theosophy. 
played only a minor or undefined role in the shaping of political events. Their 
inclusion rsults in an inevtably lengthy but well-rounded pictur of the cultural and 
Social background, especall useful fo non-Brtsh and non- Russan readers. 

     
  

  

D to the American authors" focus on the roe the U.S. played in the region, many itherto unknown persons re alo included, some of whorn played very minor rles, 
such as a sngle vist (0 the region, but through ther late activities helped to form 
American opinions. For example Josiah Harlan, an American soldier of fortue in 
Afghanistan in the 1830's, became Dost Mohammed's commander-in-chief, then 
retumed to Philadelphia o publish a book in 1842, and late tried o promote causes 
such as the organising of a Central Asian expedition, o the use of camels i the UsS. 
‘Army, both of which failed (pp. 67-69). Another interesting personalit was Charles 
Masson, a Brit who was widely believed to be American (. 72). His important 
collection of coins i today in the Briish Museun. 

  

  

  

  

  

    

  The activites of wavellrs such as Nikolai Prejevalsky and archacologiss notably 
Sven Hedin and Aurel Stein are also_included. Hedin's Nazi sympathics are 
emphasised. Sten was nevitably an “outsidr with leible loyalies” (p. 225) be 
Hungarian-born Jew working under a Briish flag, but 1 b 

the preservation and mapping of culture and history and a desie for 
1f we agree with the authors” defnition that mapping and surveying is 

always a form of empire building and a ‘force of expansion’ (p- 227) of course Siin's 
place is among the Briish agents, but i is possble o see him s quite ani-poliical 
and international expressing views beyond nationalism and racism, 2 modern 
in many ways, despite his conservative taste. 

  

        

  

As the story is deliberatly detailed and woven around characters, lter events 
followed by flashbacks in order o understand the *hero's” personal development and 
the background to the events serutinised in more deail. For example we encouner 
Aurel Stein in 1922 at his mountain camp at Mohand Moharg in Kashmir, meeting 
‘Comelius Van H. Engert (1887-1987), “a mountain-<limbing American diplomat” (p 
348). Suddenly Stein'schildhood and background are explained, followed by asurvey 
of earler acivitie 1o rerieve the “great Buddhist civilsation buried beneath the 
Sands of the Toklamakan” from the 1890's and Stin's Frst Expedition a well s the 
race forth steson the Northern Slk Road. The Sccond Expediion and Paul Pelir’s 
arivalin Dunhuang is followed by musing on how “Archacology has been entwined 
with Europe's imperil enterprise from the time Napoleon put o sea for Egypt in 
1798" (. 375),then P. K. Kozlov's expedition to Khara-Khoto n 1908 and Stein’s 
Third Expedition are described and only then do the authors investigate th reasons 
for the failure of Stin's Fourth Expedition (pp. 382-392) retuming 1o the 1920's in 

their narative, which was thei starting pont. 
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This focus on people makes this book a very enjoyable read, and in many ways the 
people playing the minor roles remind us most of the way today’s travellers can 
disseminate information of thse still emote regions in their home counties. The 
authors draw on a very wide range or sources, which are detailed in extrsive end- 
notes (pp. 579-631). Through summariing all published and unpublished sources 
available to the authors, the book also becomes  useful staring point for future 
escarch. The exact source fo cach quot i also given. The authors refer (o most up- 
to-date and ofien unpublished rescarch, such as tha of Alexandre Andreyey on the 
Buryat lama Agvan Dorzhiev (pp- 262-263, pp. 468-69 etc) or Wang Jiging on Stin's 
Fourth Expedition (p. 392). A deailed index, illustrations and maps complete the 
volume. 

  

(@LRS) 
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LIST OF LECTURES FOR 2000/2001 

Profsor Arcanel Stor (rf,of ArchaclogysndHistory of A f entl As, “La Sapinra Unerst, Rome, lay) “Liray oy aive and il naraive s Gandirsn 
T el betwee et and s 
Professor Sam Liew (Macquric Univrsy, Sydney, Austlia & Leverhuime Visiting 
Professor DeparmetofNer 4nd idde s St SOAS, Lodon, UK) Nestort gl o he Sosh China s 
Dr.ElabethErrogton (Deparinet o Coins nd Medsts rsh Museum,London, UK) Nt Evienc o Dt the so-cled Kamska Reluary from S s Dhe, 

D Wang Tao (Dcparment o Artsnd Avchcology, SOAS, London, UK) Tostans o Ty A drchaeuogcol Prspecie on Dl 
Professor N Ru (it of Al S, Xiniang Univrsy, Ui, PR.C) Nt nripton i Syie St found i Chra 
Mr Crag Benjmin (Depatnentsof Ancieot d M History, Macqare Unersi, Syiey Ausal Sereany: Awrlsan Sty o e Asian i) T Tuch and e Nelghbors: Evides o he Y 20.2 23 BCE 
M. PhilpDeswood (Deparment of Art and Arcbeolgy, SOAS, London, UK) 
The iaan Dok Age S99 .0 

Profssor Hesther Stoddard (Hed of Tibetn Departmen, nstt o des gacs 
Cilaons o, P, France snd rsdet of Sl Associion for Tiean Cotal 
Heaze) Monaires an Yogis of St Tt ot etare it th Circe o Tivean ad Himalyan Stdies D, Chritoph Basmer (nependent S, Swizrand 3 sthor of e book Ssthrn 
ik Rood New Dstaeries nhe Tolamokan D, Fins fom Dandan ik and Endere 

  

  

Dr. Francosde Bos (Rescrch Fllow, Deparimen o Nearand Midde Esse Sudis, 
New Ligh on Maicaci from Arobi Swces 

DETAILS TOBE ANNOUNCED 

ALL LECTURES TAKE PLACE IN THE BRUNEI GALLERY BUILDING AT SOAS 
ENTO EVERVONE.   
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Dear Readers, 
We are very fortunate to have two articles on recent 
excavations in the province of Kashmir in India in this 
issue. Due to problems in the valley, it has been 
ifFiCult to get information in the last ten years. As a 
result of the visit of the Superintending Archaeologist 
of the Archaeological Survey of India, Dr. Mani, we were 
able to get the latest information which we provide to 
our readers. We had an overwhelming response from our 
readers about the discovery of a new Ashokan stupa in 
Orissa (v. CIAA NL 11, June 2000, pp.11-12) and are 
therefore happy to include a detailed report of this 
excavation undertaken by Dr. D. R. Pradhan, Bhubaneshvar, 
India. 

In this year so far we have had a most exciting series of 
lectures. The year started with a special lecture in 
September 2000 by Professor Archangela Santoro from Italy 
who spoke about reading narratives in Gandharan art. In 
October, Professor Sam Lieu from Australia presented a 
fascinating talk on Nestorian art in China. The first of 
our November lectures was presented by Dr. Elizabeth 

rington of the British Wuseum, who spoke about the 
Controversial subject of the dating of the Shah-ji: 
dheri religuary. Our second lecture of the month took 
place during Asian Art in London. Dr. Wang Tao of SOAS 
presented an intriguing hypothesis on Dulan. In December, 
Professor Niu Rujl from Urumchi in China spoke once again 
on the subject of the Nestorians. He discussed 
inscriptions found in Syriac script in China. 

There is some more news on the Gobi camel reserve plan on 
which we reported in November 1998 (v. CIAA NL 8, 
November 1998, p.19) . According to China's state-run news 
agency Xinhua, China and Mongolia have agreed to set up a 
cross-border reserve to protect some of the world's last 
surviving wild camels. There are thought to be only about 
300 wild Bactrian camels remaining in the world, making 
them more endangered than the gisnt panda. They are the 
only mammals in the world capable of surviving on salt 
vater and it is thought that the world's entire camel 
population, including the more common single-humped 
dromedary camel of Arabia and South Asia, is descended 
from these original animals. As the Gobi is exploited for 
its mineral resources, the camels have come under 
increasing threat from hunters and illegal miners. The 
proposed trans-national protection zone would extend an  
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