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MIGRATION PATHS OF THE YUEH-CHIH BASED ON
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

by Prof. Dr. Y. A. Zadneprovsky, [nstitate of the History of Material Celtrire,
Russian Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation.

Three groups of nomads, ve. the Y oeh-chih, the Wu-sun and the Hsiung-nu, dwelt
near each other in the remote regions of Central Asia; they played a significant role in
the historical evelution of the entire Central Asia and Ancient East. Almost a hundred
vears ago the archacological monuments of the Hsiong-nu were first identificd by
Russian scholars (burials and later; also settlements) and by now rich material has
been accumulated on their culture, particularly on their funeral ritals. It is more
difficult 1o identify the monuments of the Yuch-chih and the Wu-sun. In my paper [
shall only discuss the attribution of the Yueh-chih monuments. The speoial interest in
the Yueh-chil is due to the decisive role they played in the defeat of the Gracco-
Bactnan Kingdom and in the creation of the Kushan state.

The study of the history of the collapse of the Gracco-Bactrians was initiated by the
works of the Russian scholar T. 5. Bayver (Petropoli, 1738) based on the data of the
classical authors and of the French sinologist Joseph de Guignes (1758) based on
Chinese sounces. Numerous publications on the Yueh-chih - Kushan problem have
appearcd in many languages dunng the fust 200 vears; almost all of them are based on
the interpretation of bricl information from the sources, epigraphic and numismatic
muterals and studies of the monuments of fine ans. It is only in conmection with
archacological studies of funcrary monuments in Central Asia and southern Siberia
that & number of assumplions conceming their comelation with the Yueh-chih have
appeared in our publications.

Let us define the main hvpotheses. The burial sites discovered in Kirghizia in 1928-
1929 were defined as Wu-sun without suflicient basis (Voevodovsky, Gryaznoy,
1938). Al the same lime, A, I. Terenozhkin (1941) presumed that only a pan of the
studied sites belonged to the Wu-sun, whereas the olher panl was attributed to the Sc
{Saka) tribes and the Yuoch-chih. He proceeded from direct indications of the Chinese
chronicles concerning the coexistence of these threc tribes in the Semirechie area
during the Han period. Later, in the Semirechic and Tianshan regions, slong with
burials in the ground, bunals in boys and catacombs were also distinguished.
These three types differ markedly, Up to now, we do not have any reliable grounds {or
identification of these three types with the three inbes that dwelt here duning the Wa-
sun period (2nd century B.C.-5th century A.D.). Multiple ground burials have local
rools and should, naturally, be comelaied with the awtochthonous Saka wibes, which
were absorbed into the Wu-sun tribal union (Zadneprovsky, 1970, 1984), The
question of the ethmie affimity of those buned in podboys and catacombs remains
unclear,

Later, it appearcd that all three main types of bunals are recorded in different parts of
Central Asia. Hundreds of burial grounds have been studied within o vast area from
Semirechie and Karataw in the north o the Amu Darya and Kopet Dagh in the south.
Coexistence of different types of burials in the same region even within the same
burial site is o widespread phenomenon typical of the nomads of Eurasia. This makes
the solution of the identification problem even more difficule. 1tis necessany o have a
diffcrent approach 1o the monements of nomads in cach historical cultural region. The
best theory so far was put forward by A, M. Mandelshiam, who comelated burials in
podboys of the Tulkhar burial grounds and others, in southern Tajikistan, and in
northern Bactria with the Yuch-chih {1968, 1978, 1984), In 1968, the author of the
present paper, at the Intermational Confercace on the Kushans al Dushanbe, put
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forward the proposal that such bunial grounds wath bunals in podboys of Semirechie,
Fergana and Bukhara oasis were similar to the Tulkhar group in northern Bactria and
betonged 1o the Yueh-chih (Zadneprovsky, 1968, 1971, 1975}, In order 1o accept this
theory, it 13 peceszary 1o delermine the character of bunal structures in the onginal
homeland of the Yuch-chih, in Gansu Province in north China {whether bunals in
podboys are found) as well as in the intermediate temitory, in Eastern Turkestan
{present Xinjiang Autonomous Region, P B C.). This has become possible as a result
of the rescarch conducted by the Chinese archacologists in the last decades, 5. S
Minyaey (1990) published the first review of the podboy burials in Central Asia. He
combined the monuments of two bunal grounds 1n Tuva, as well as the Minusinsk
Trough in southem Siberia and podboy bunals in Daodongzi in Mingxia Province of
north China. This article also mentions podboy bunals in Subashi (Xinjiang). ALl of
them are distinguished as a specific group of bunals belonging to the local population,
part of the Hsiung-nu tribal umicn in the 2nd - st centuries B. C.

The number of investigated bunal sites has gradually increased, OF utmosi interest 15
the Chawuhugou 1T burial zite, the nomadic monument of the Han perod 1n eastem
Tiunshan. [t s located 30 kms fmom Karashar (Hedjo) on the southemn slopes of
Tianshan in the eastern Tanm Bagin (Kaogu 1990, I{J:u.Jln this burial site. mounds with
burnials in ground pits in latticed coflins prevailed; these coffins were identical in their
structure with those of the Sarmatian tnibes of the southern Urals. Along with them,
burials in podboys were also discovered. In many featires, Le. location of the niche -
podboy in' the northen wall of the grave, lattudinal onentation of the skeleton,
bricking up of the entrance to the podboy with raw bricks, they resemble the
monuments of Semirechic and the neighbounng Fergana regions. This 15 quile
obyious when one compares the plans and sections with burials in the Khangiz bunal
ground in Fergana (Gorbunova, 1990, Chinese archacologists  assigned  the
Chawuhugou site to the Haiung-nu people. However, they differ from the typical
Hsiung-nu bunals in many features (Zadneprovsky, Lubo-Lesnichenko, 1993),

Of utmost significance is the study of the Haladun cemetery 1o the central pant of the
Ganzi Province, in the temtory of the presumed original homeland of Yueh-chih
(Kaogu Xuebao 1992.2). In 12 out of 18 graves, burals in podboyvs have been
discovered. Burials are onented 1o the south with minor vanations. Bodies were
streiched, with their heads onented 1o the north. Niches were placed on the wesiem
wall of the bural site. The entrance was closed with sticks. The buried person was
accompanicd by ntual food (1e. heads of bulls, horses, sheepl. Radiocarbon dates of
bunals range approximately from Western Zhou tme to the penod of the Wamng
States (Sth-dth centuries B.C.). Proceeding from the location and date, Chinese
archacologists ascnbed the Shajing Culture 1o the Yuch-chib. IT this assumption is
confirmed by the new research, Haladun can be regarded as the first monument
discovered in the onginal fands of the Yuch-chih, 1.e. castern branch of the Iraman
lnnguage world of Eurasia. 1115 located in the south-eastern periphery of the Scytho-
Sarmatian world. The dizstance between Daodonge near Tongxin in Mingxia Provincee
and Haladun near Mingin in Gansu Province (in a straight fine) is about 300 km. The
design principles of podbovs are similar and differ stightly [rom such monuments in
Central Asia. These monuments are similar due to the remans of considerable
conscorated nsal food. Overall, only 18 podboy bunals have been discovered in
north China, an insufficient number for drawing conclusions.

The second site of such burials is in the Tanm Depression (Xinjiang). The bural
Chawuhugou is located about 1,500 km 1o the west of Haladun. Only a few podboy
bunals are as yet known from this region; us it has already been mentioned, they do
not differ from monuments in the neyghbouring regions of Semirechic and Fergana.
The distance between Chawuhugou and the Khangiz burial site in Fergana is about
1.200 km.
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In Central Asia, isolited burials in podboys appear in the 5th-3rd cenuries B. C. and
are partly contemporary (o the Haladun bunal site in Gansu. Their [requency
nereased in this temtory duning the 2nd and 15t centunes B. C. Thus, in Semirechie,
804 af the 370 burial sites recorded in 1960 featured burials in ground pis (Saka)
and 17% burials in podboys (Kushaev, 1963). At present, the number of the bunals
kniown here has greatly increased. More complete data on Fergana are available where
the author has recorded 80 studied bunal sites with almest 2000 excavaled bunal
mounds. Unforiunately, only a small part of them has been published. A different
distributicn pattemn of burials occurs in the temitory of Ferganiu Single podboy burials
were discovered in the southwestern, northern and eastern parts of the valley. Most of
them are ¢concentrated in one region, in the Lyailyvaks-Isfam-Sokha interfluve in
soatthern Kirghizia where over 300 podboy burials have been located (which account
for 75% of all studied bural mounds in the region). This group of mopuments has
been assigned to o separate archacological culture, the Karabulak, named after the
well-known burial ground investigated by Yu D. Bamuzdin (1960). The author
matches the appearance of this group with the invasion of the Yuch-chih tnbes mnto
Fergana.

Further o the southwest, such monuments of nomads have been studied in Sopdiana
at the periphery of Bukharm and Samarkand in the Zeruvshan Valley., Their
investigator 0.V, Obelchenko (1954-93) linked their occurrence with the invasion of
the Swrmatian inbes in the 2nd - 151 centunies B. C. At present, this assumplion cannot
be accepied, thoogh Obelchenko's theory was o a certin extent recognised by
Sarmatologists. The author of the present paper opposed this theory at the Kushans
Conference in Dushanbe in 1968: A, M. Mandelshiam was also against it The critical
revision was given by the author in his presentation in 1993, at the Conference held in
Bukhara (1994}, and at the intematonal Conlerence “Problems of Sarmatian History
and Culture™ held in Volgograd, 1994 (Zadneprovsky, 1994),

Podboy bunals hive been excavated in the Bukham casiz by Obelchenko and in the
termitony of northern Bactnia by Mandelshtam. The coincidence of the design, funerl
ceremony and the accompanving inventory definitely point o their similanty. In
northern Baciria about 500 bunal mounds were excavated. The distance between
Fergana and the Amu Darya banks is about 1,000 km; the tolal distance from Gansu
to the Amu Darva is more than 4,000 km. Ethnic affinity of the prince’s burials in
Tillya-Tepe on the feft bank of the Amu Darya in Afghanistan, investigated by V, 1.
Sartanidi, represents a specific issue. The latter regards the bunals as belonging to the
Yuch-chih (Sananidi, 1989). Other theones have also been proposed, but it s difficult
0 solve this problem due o the fact that the design of burials 15 unknown, and it 15
impossible o compstre rich burials with common: graves of nomads. The given dites
on the connection with Pazyryk and the Aliai are irrefutable, yet msufficient

Before we pass on o the conclusion, 1 would like o mention that the Chinese sources
inform us about the migration of Yuech-chih, under the pressure of Hsiung-nu 1o the
wesl, probably 1o Eastern Turkestan and Semirechic. Later, in Semirechie, they were
defeated by the Wu-sun, amd a pan of the Yuch-chih, having passed Fergann, reached
Baciria, where they panticipated in the strogele with Graeco-Bactrin and in the
creation of the Kushan state.

The migration of the Yueh-chih from Inner Asia is, therefore, a historcally
documented et The dumtion of the migration 15 known more or less exactly,
between 165 and 140 B, C. Dunng those 25 vears (i.c. durning the life span of one
generation), they migrated for mone than 4,000 km (in & straight line), The Wu-sun
moved (rom Inner Asia only to Semirechie, and there they created a strong and
independent joinl ownership. Therefore, the migration paths of the Yuech-chih and
Wu-sun eoincide only parually, an evidence that, sccording 1o the author, presents
sufficient grounds for determination of the ethnic attmbution of the monuments of the
Yueh-chih. Burals in podboys are recorded in all the main arcas of Y ueh-chih
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migration in their homeland in Gansu, in the Tanm Basin, Semirechie and Ferguna,
Zeravshan Valley and in northern Bactria, The disinbution of these monuments,
probably, reflects the process of sellling and migration of Yuch-chih tnbes from the
remote arcas of Asia lowards Bactno, Tabes of different ongin participated in the
struggle against Bactria from the east, from Central Asia, from the north, [rom beyond
Y aksan {the appearance of Sarmatisn clements in bunal mounds of Zeravshan should
be associated with the laer), Possibly, Kangiz-Sakaravaka also paricipated in i
However, all these 1ssues cannot be highlighted 1in one presentntion, and | have only
discussed the evidence for the ethnic atnbution of the podboy bunals to the Yuch-
chih. It iz now possible to identily the monuments using the archeeological evidence.
A new stage in the studies of the Yueh-chih - Kushan problem has thus stared.

NEW RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH INTO THE VEHICLES ON THE
MURAL PAINTINGS OF THE DUNHUANG CAVES

bry Dr. Ma De. Dunhuang Research Academy, People’s Republic of China.

The development of communications 1% a sign of human civilisation. The major iowns
on important trade routes are therelore imponant indications of this phenomenaoin.
Dunhuang is a good example of a histonically busy town, located as it was il a
stralegic point on the Silk Road making it a vital junction for the cultural exchange
between East and West In the Dunhuang Grottoes (including the Dunhuang Mogao
Grottoes, the West Omanfo Grottoes, and the Yulin Grottoes in Anxi, ete.), 600 caves
built over a millenium (from the 4th to the 14th contunes) display nearly 400 images
ol ancient camages and boats.

Most significant among such depictions are the four-wheeled camages, which were
thought peyer o have appeared in ancient China, the luxunous pavilion-shaped yifiao
{sedan chairs), which can be dated several centunes before the furniture revolution of
the Song dynmasty; and the large sea-going ships with watertight bulkheads, which
were manufactured and used in the Tang dynasty. These provide us with important
evidence to corroborate or cormect the histoncal reconds.

Baochuangehe {Canopied Carriage)

During China’s several thousand years of making and using carmages [rom ancienl
times o the Qing dynasty, no matter what the construction of the camage body, its
decoration or the changes in matenals, throughout the huge ares of China, these have
generally always been two-wheeled. Some Chinese historical documents record that
“Wang Mang manufactured carmages with four wheels”, and that Zhuge Liang of the
Three Kingdoms period had invented fuwma (“lowing horses™), thought 10 be a type
af small four-wheeled camage, Both of these would have been morse than 1,000 years
earlier than the four-wheeled camriages used in the westemn world. However, the [our-
wheeled carmiage was not commonly used in China until after the introduction of
modern western science and technology, fess than & hundred vears ago. Nevertheless,
we find illustrmtions of four-wheeled carriages in the mural paintings from Dunhuang
caves which are more than 1,000 vears old, These paintings reveal that four-wheeled
carriages were manufactured and used in ancient China. In other words, these
representations of the baschieang carriages (rom the Dunhuang paintings tell us that
cven if the painters at that ume might not have seen the four-wheeled carmiages for
themselves, such vehicles centainly existed in a certain region and al a certain lme.
Chinese historical records indicate that the Chinese were not unfamihar with four-
wheeled carmiages, although so far there has been no evidence o indicate how they
were made or used.
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There are two sorts of four-wheeled carriages in the Dunhoang paintings: the shenxian
che, camages for immortals, and the baccheangohe, canopied camages with a
canopy. Cave 285, dated 538-339 in the Western Wei dynasty, contains paintings of
{our-wheeled shenxian carmages - a four-wheeled lion cammiage and a four-wheeled
phoenix camiage, one al cither end of the west wall. Both of them are (la-bed cons
without a shaft. One is pulled by three lions, and the other by three phoenixes. Two
fishi (musclemen) nde in cach camiage, one dnving, the other with hands mised to
support the sun and moon discs, respectively. The sun god and moon god are scated
[rontally, each in his own divine carriage, within the appropriate disc. The divine
camiage of the sun god (on the left, in a white disc) is a shaoche with a cabin and two
wheels but no shaft, drawn by four horses, running two and two in opposite
directions, The sun god is seated frontally in the cabin with crossed legs, The divine
carminge of the moon god (on the right, in a dark red disc) is very similar in design 1o
that of the sun gosl.

The four-wheeled cornages in the Dunhuang paintings represent the sutra that tells of
a king who offers a jewelled throne 1o Maitreya, and of 15 destruction by brahmuns,
According o the sutm, “this seven-treasured platfom is a thousand shang high and
sixty zheng wide, with o thousand heads and a thousand wheels”. Some of the
paintings depict these splendid platforms being broken, others are depicted intact All
al them, however, have a basi¢ pavilion or pagoda shape. An umbrella-shaped canopy
was wsually painted on top, hence they were called baochuang. Such representations
appeared in the Dunhuang caves ag early as the mid-Tang dynasty. These camages
were nod depicted with thewr full complement of “one thousand” wheels, but rather
with only four, on two axles, based on the structure of a real carmage. The pagodas of
miulti-storey strectures were pormally placed inside the camapge and surounded by
railings. Taking awuy the pagods, there would remain a relatively complete four-
whmi-:d camage. The wheels of the baochuang camiages depicted on the south walls
of both eave 148 al Dunhuang and cave 25 at Yuolin were depicted in obligue
perspective, and very clearly projeot outside (cave 14%) or beneath the underfrome of
the earniage (cave 25), In Dunhiang cave 360, o baochuang camiage was pictured as a
three-storeyed pavilion with a circular upper pan and square lower pan (referring fo
the traditional Chinese concept af a circular sky and sguare earth, Ed. ). No matter
whether as a camage or a5 a bulding, this 15 a mther special caze. In representations
of the beockuang carmage between the Sth and 10th centuries, the pavilion evolved
from two o three storevs, The size of the pavilions on these baockiang Calmiages
similarly became lurger over time, with cormespondingly less emphasis on the chassis .

Sedan chalrs

The vijfao, or sedan chair, wis a special type of vehicle that onginated in China ot an
carly time, The tmditional view hased on Chinese historical documents is as follows:
prioe 1o the Tang dynasty, the camying poles of the sedans were always placed
undermeath the bottom of the sedan, so (hat the passenger normally sal cross-legged
on the Noor (ax seen on the south wall of cave 323 ar Dunhwang, Ed.) . Alter the
fumiture revolution of the Song dynasty, sedan chairs were transformed into the
present design which has the camying poles placed at the lower-middle part of the
sedan, =0 the passenger could be sealed in the European style. This new 1ype of sedan
is commonly known as yijifee. However, in some Dunhoang wall-paintings from a
much carlicr period, notably the Tang dynasty (kale ®th century) we seo¢
representations of luxunous sedan chars all of which have the camying poles placed
al the lower-middie part of the chair, This linding leads us to reconsider the peniod of
change in the history of the manufacture and use of the Chinese sedan chair.

Mogao cave 94, bl in the late 9th century, was sponsored by Zhang Huaisheng,
governor of the Retun to Alliance army. The cave was repainted ater but a few of its
carlier paintings are visible on some parts of the walls. The panting on the lower part
of the north wall, which was painfed when the cave was onginally excavated, depicts
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three carmiages and three sedan chairs for the donors' wse. The content of this wall-
paunting indicates that it might belong o a type ol “ehuxing t”, an illustration of a
procession. All three sedan chairs were hexagonal and luxunously decorated (the first
one only has one surviving cormer). They are typical sedan chairs with the carmying
poles: placed at the lower-middle pant of the chum They are the earliest
representations of sedan chairs in the Dunhusng wall-paintings.

Mogao cave 9, built in the late Sth century, contmins an illustration of a luxunous
hexagonal sedan chair and its four bearers. The sedan chair is closed so that we cannot
se¢ the pose of the passenger. However, we can recognise il as a sedan chair, yifiae, a5
the carrying poles are placed in the lower-middle part. Mogao cave 138, built in the
same penod as cave 9, also contuins an illustration of a sedan chair with an identical
design, though its carrving poles are not depicted and the sedan chair is placed behind
of the figure of donor. The owner of this sedan chair was a noble lady, the mistress of
the Yin family who sponsored the construction of cave 138, Although no bearers are
depicted in this illustration, it must be a sedan chair with four or six bearers owing to
the high social staws of the Yin family.

The fact that the sedan chair was depicted as carly as the Tang dynasty allows us 1o
reconsider the date of its introduction, previously considered, on the basis of written
records, W have been after the foundation of the Song dynasty . There s in fact a
depiction of this type of sedan chair that pre-dates even that in cave 94: an illustration
of a sedan chair was found in a wall painung in the recently-discovered tomb of the
Grand Princess of Xincheng of the Tang dynasty, in the precinets of the Zhaoling. The
sedan chair was shaped like a house with a piiched roof, and its carrying poles were
connected with ils upper part. This wall-painting was finished in 663 A.D., the third
vear of the Longshuo reign of emperor Gaozong. Mevertheless, this sedan with its
carrying poies placed on the upper part of the cabin should be considered as o
forerunmner of the sedan chairs from the later period representated in the wall-paintings
froam Dunhuang.

Boats

More than 130 depictions of ancient boats huve survived in over 50 caves that daie
from the Northern Zhou to the Yuan dyvnasty (6th -13th cenlunes), spanning a penod
of almost 700 vears. More than tén tvpes of boal can be obzerved, which can be
further divided into three groups according (o their respective methods of propulsion:
manpower (oars, poles efc.), wind (sails), and the combination of man- and wind
power. All of the boats illustmted in the wall-paintings are associated  with
representations of stores [rom suims, such as Guanyin rescuing people from
shipwreck, the vovage of Prnnce Kalvanamitra, efc. All boat representations are
therefore supposed 1o be sca-going vessels. Dunhuang, however, had no water
transport owing to it location in the Gobi desert. In all probability, local people only
saw the small boats or mafis which were used on inland nvers or lakes. Moneover, the
illustrations of boats were limited by the layout and content of the wall-paintings. The
vessels appeanng in the wall-paintings are thercfore mostly rafils or small wooden
boats which obviously could not represent the standard of ship-buwilding and water
ransportation systems in the Central Plains at that lime.

A few illustrations of larger vessels are found in Dunhuang wall-paintings: in Mogao
caves 23, 31, 45 and 205 dating to the High Tang dynasty (mid-Sth century); and in
Mogao caves 288 and 55 and Yulin cave 38 from the Five Dynasties or Song dynasty
(10th century). These paintings do reflect (0 4 certain degree the standard of ship-
building and the use of boats at those times, and mirror the vitality of both the land-
bome and sea-borme traffic between East and West duning the Tang dynasty. The
accurkcy of some of these boat illustrations was nol prm'u? until the archseological
lindings of recent years. All the wall-paintings of sea-going vessels show them as
being large and luxuriously decorated.
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A large boat in Mogao cave 31 is depicted with a square bow and flat hull, and with'a
weathercock (waligng) at the masthead. It 18 noticeable that the weathercock is
pointing in the opposite direction (o that of the wind which is filling the sails.
According 10 historical records, the fat-bottomed, square-bowed “sand boat' was
inventod fluring the Tang dynasty and, by the time of the Ming dynasty, such vesscls
eould be sailed into the wind. The shape of the Mat-bottomed boat in cave 31 with iis
=quare bow s identical with that of the ‘sand boat'. The painting in cave 31 (and
another in cave 288) shows that the technelogy of suiling into the wind existed at that
tme (o the assimpiion that the large rear sweep or sweeps served the same funciion
as the keel in western ships. Ed. ).,

The ship painted on the south wall of Mogao cave 45, in the scene of Avalokitesvara
us Saviour from Perils, clearly shows five points (or attaching the top E"Eﬁl.'l‘ of the
mainsail, at the masthead. It shows that the sl could be adjusied ing to the
wind. This painting describes the whole appearandce of a ship under sail in some
detail. 1t is representative of the ship illusimtions in the wall-pantings [rom
Dunhuang.

In the ship paintings of Dunhuang caves 23 and 288 we can sce examples of
watertight bulkheads. There are, however, only two examples known of this featune
amongst surviving ship remanns: the Tang dynasty vessel uncarthed from the Moagang
nver, Rugao, Jigngse; and the Song dynasty vessel excavated from the bay of
Cuanzhou, The Magang ship had nine watertight bulkheads and the Guanzhou ship
had thirteen. The ships punted in Dunhuang caves 23 and 288 are both similar o
these. This design improves the buoyancy of the ship and strengthens it in the beam so
that further masts and sails can be added, enabling the vessel to be used on the open
sea. Moreover, the ship from cave 45 possesses relatively tall bulwarks which could
have adllowed Tor bilkhead constrection.

The seencs of Guanyin rescuing’ people from shipwreck always include sailors in
boats using poles and oars against the stormy sea or o defend themselves against
demons, a8, for example, in Dunhuang caves 45, 288 and 55 and Yulin cave 38, The
sculls and poles were also used in large ships with fewer crew, such as the ships in
Dunhuang caves 23 and 31,

The history of mde and culural exchange between China and other countnes is
several thousand vears long: Traffic was essential for both economic and’ cultural
communications, both by sea and by lund. In the study of the traffic between China
and other countries over the past hundred vears, imponant contnbutions have been
made by researchers who (ocused either on the Western Regions or on Lhe sca roule.
Dunhuang was always an important ¢ty on the lond route between China and the
West, but the varous ships panted in the caves provide a connection between the two
roules, both of which reached Wesl Asin. On the basis of the wall paintings,
especially those showing larger ships, it seems likely that at least some of the painters
had themselves seen ships. During the Tang dynasty, cconomic and cultural exchange
was 50 frequent between China and the West that there were connections between the
lund and sea routes . The ancient ships painted on Dunhuang wall-paintings can-be
seen as a link between the land and the sed waflic. Therelore, the research of the
vehicles depicted in Dunhuang an helps us not only o understand the manufacture,
development amd use of Chinese ancient vehicles, but also o establish a foundation
for more profound studies of the history of traific between China and the West
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THE CENTRAL ASIAN PETROGLYPHS PROJECT
Irv Professor Henri-Paul Francfort, C.N.R.5.. Nanterre, France.

The petroglyphs of Central Asia ane scattcred by thousamds in the mouniains and rock
outcrops of Central Asia. They represent one of the most uselul archaeological data
available in the steppe zone, apart from funerry archaeology. They reflect in many
aspects the art, ideology and religion of the past nomadic socicties of this vast area.
They range from ihe earliest bme (Neolithic, perhaps Palacolithic) through the Bronze
and [ron Ages and Turkic penods, down to our days.

The petroglyphs are closely connected (0 the representations on the steles erected in
the steppe during the same periods and frequently associated with contemporany
burial structures: Afanasevo stone slabs, Okuneyo sieles, “deer stones™ of the Iron
Ape, Tagar decorated stone enclosures and Turkic anthropomorphie “balbals”. Most
of them belong to the ‘animal ant® style, including the Scytho-Siberian style. Elks,
deer, marals, wild catle, horses, boars, felines (panthers and snow leopards),
mountain goats, sheep, camels, bears, peese, cagles, cranes, wild sheep, wolves and
dog are represented in proporiions according (o place. time and purpose of the images.
They also include human Nigures set alone of in fascinaling narmatve compositions:
hunts, fights, sexunl intercourse, caravans, dancing, birth, chanot nding, timing of
animals, worshipping, etc. Kingship symbols sometimes appear as well: daggers,
chanots, boats, swords, dwellings, cic. Imaginary beings such as masks and homed
anthropomorphic figures resembling shamans, various monsters and composite forms
of predatory “dragons” are mot forgotien either.

The French Archacological Mission in Central Asia (MAFAC) operates. manly in
Siberia and Kazakhstan in co-operation with local parner institutions, such as the
Kemerovo University, Sibena, Russia (Profs, A, Martiney and Ja. Sher), the Instilute
of Archueology and Ethnology of the Russian Academy of Sciences, Movosibirsk,
Russin (Prof. ¥V, Molodin, Dr. D. Cheremizin, Dr. V. Kubarev) and the Margulan
Institnte of Archacology of Almaty, Karakhstan (Dr. Z. Samashev). The rock an
research program began in 1990, after it was observed that strong similarities were
conmecting rock art (rom Morhem Indin (Ladakh, Zanskar), Tibel and Central Asia
(Sibena, Karzakhstan) [Francfort, 1992; Franclort, Klodanski, and Mascle, 1990
Franclort, Klodzinski, and Mascle, 1992], The project has been sponsored by the Silk
Road Progmmme and the Cultural Hertage Division of UNESCO, as well as by CAR
of ICOMOS. It is subsidised by the French Ceatre National de la Recherche
Scientifique, the Commission des Recherches Archéologiques A I"Etranger and by
other Central Asian pariner instifutions.

Since the project started, six [ield scasons took place, in the Minusinsk basin, in the
Aliay, in Jungarian Alatau, Alatau. Beside the extensive recording of engravings, the
group also performed more specialised intensive sivdics in collaboration with the
Laboratoire de Recherche des Musées de France (Section des Grottes Omiges) and the
Groupe de Recherche sur les Milicurs Extrémes. Sites visited and studied have
included: Oglakhty, Tepsej, Ust-Tuba, Sukhanikha, Shalabolino, in the Minusinsk
bazin: Bizhigtig-Khava in Tuva; Kalbak-Tash, Chagankn, Elangash in Altay; Ters and
Farasuy in Alatau; Eshkeolmes, Bayan-Zhurek i Junganan Alatau; Maiemer in
Eastern Kazakhstan; Tamgaly, Drharvk-Euduk and Khantau in the Balkhash area.
The work performed has ranged from simple photographic recomding (o systematic
copy, casting of relevant or cndangered panels or scenes. The most detailed
ohservation concems both the study of the techniques of pecking and engraving for
which macro-phote and moulage have been used, and the swdy of rock alterations
{chemical, biological, physical, eic.).
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The study of the composition of complex surfaces, the spatial and temporl relations
between ligures, including the very imporiant surcnmpusi:i:ms or cross-cuiling of
incised or pecked lines is a priority task o be (ulflilled. Similarty, the unfinished
images, the remains of preparatory sketches and the relreshing of designs are actively
investigated. Patination, re-patination, lichens arc also topics which fall within the
scope of this rescarch. Al present an overall interpretation of such a nich corpus of
data is out of reach. However, with the collection of a huge body of properly reconded
data; it 5 hkely that new nterpretations. for individual Ogures, composilions or
regional subsets will eventally emérge.

A special =eries of the Mémoires de la Mission Archéofogique Frangaise en Asie
Centrale, the Répertoire des Pétroglyphes d'Asie Centrale is devoted 1o rock an. Five
volumes have already been published [Francfor and Sher, 1995; Kubarev and
Jacobson, 1906; Mar'jashev, Gorjuchey, and Polapov, 1998 ; Sher ef al., 1994]. Other
sies ane presently being processed to be published in the near future, from
Korakhstan and Russia bt also from Mongolia, Kirghizistan, Tajikistan amd
LUizbekistan, The serics includes monographs elaborated not only by scholars from
Central Asia but also from other countries such as Prof. E Jacobson {University of
Oregon). The future serics of monographs will be onented lowords a greater use of
clectrome tools like Geographical Information Systems and electronic storage devices
that may improve the capacity of & data base presently built on PCs of a limited scale
and therelore of o lmited volume, The participants of the project have always
alfirmed that there is no point in using any sophisticated and expensive compuler
device if the Central Asian parficapanis are nol in the positron of geting involved at
the same ime on the same footing.

Archaeological and an histoncal considerations are not the only goals of the project,
as the team also addresses 1ssues of conservation. Petroglyphs sites are constantly in
danger of destucton, due (o natural chimabe and tectome events, human factors,
including public works progmmmes (roads, mines, elc) but also pollution, wild
tourism, cte. However, before undertaking the protection and restoration o
remarkable scelecied petroglyph sites, the monionng of emperature and hygrometry,
the consideration of seismology topether with environmentsl analysis and rock
mincralogy will have o be fully mastered.

This programme of documenting and publishing rock art will be continued in the
fodlowing years.,
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NEWS BULLETIN

Conservation in the Binglingsi Grottoes, Gansu Province, P.R.C.

The Binglings: Grottoes are located by the Dust gorge in Xiaopish mountxn, 35 km
southwest of Yongjing county, about 145 km from Lanzhou city, the capital of Gansu
Province. The dammung of the Yellow River at Liujiazha, near Yongjing has brought
the waters o Dasigou, the previowsly almost insccesible Valley of the Great
Monastery, in spectacular scenery nsing to above 3,000 m. Since the Han dynasty,
Binglingsi was on the Silk Route, which linked the Eastern and the Western worlds.
When Buddhism was iniroduced 1o China, a huge naiural cave hgh in the chifl was
used a5 one of the carliest of all Chinese Buddhist cave temples,

This groto complex, which was mamnly excavated on a rocky chiff, 15 composed of
three arcas: the upper emple area, the lower temple arca, and the arca near the gorge,
It includes 216 caves, 1,000 sq. m of wall-paintings, and nearly 800 statues. Most of
them were accomplished during or before the Morthern Wei Dyvnasty (386-534 A.Dv),
and therefore reflect the carly style of Chinese Buddhist art. An inscnption found in
cave 169 which contmins the carliest date of all Chinese grottoes, 420 A D, {first year
of the lianhong reign in the Western Qin period), can still be observed. In recent
vears, becawse of the weathening of the rock, and the construction of the Liujinxia
dam, the condition of the grodioes 15 declining: The vapour from the dam permeates
and loosens the rocks, and eventually causes rock-Talls. Binglingsd is in such cntical
state that the site may i survive the earthquakes frequent an this srea. From May
|98, the grottees have been undergoing a major conservation project. This involves
using metal supports o anchor and strengthen the body of the chill, and creating o
horizontal dehydration canal o drain the water from the caves and cliff, The whole
work will be divided inte wo periods. The first penod is [rom Oclober 1997 1o
October 1999, and the fund for this penod s BMEBS3, 860,000 (£300,000), The second
penod aims to rebuild the passages and stairs, design a4 more secure gate for each
cave, and improve the environment of the whole complex. The schedule for this has
not vel been decided.

Man-made disasters, especially wiars have also resulied in damage to the Binglingsi
caves, For instance duning the war against the Tangut in 1099 A, the Chinese
general cut the Yellow River bridge a1 Binglingsi and burnt the cliff-constructed track
al the Xingzhang Pass, In modern times, Binglingsi was even more frequently part of
the battle zone. Five major battles (1781, 1868, 1874, 1895 and 1928) are descnbed in
the local history sccounts. Each caused considerable damage to the anworks,
especially the stone sculptures inside the caves. Among all the caves in Binglingsi,
cave 147 has endured the greatest damage caused by man. [is beautiful stone statues
were all intentionally destroyed duning a popular uprising in the Tongzhi reign { 1862-
T4y, and judgmng from the detached limbes and (rgments, il onginally contaned more
than 60 statues, 7.5% of the total number of the statues in Binglingsi.

From 1980, the research institute of Binglingsi began 1o repair most of the damage,
and 24 caves and 55 statues were successfully restored, The restoration technique
used 15 composed of the following stapes: the first step involves photographing the
statues and reconding the detuils of the damage. Then a wire brush 15 used 0 remove
dirt and 1o loosen malerial [rom the surface. Thirdly heat is applied 1o the broken
sections of the hise and a resin glue 15 put on o the connecting areas of both the base
and the broken paris, leaving a 2 cm border so that the filﬂ." would not show. Mext the
two pieces are attached and a specially construcied steel frame 15 emploved 1o support
the joint whilst the glue dres. The frme is then removed after 24 hours. Where an
espeeially heavy pieee 8 (0 be rejaned, the joint is reinforced with a steel rod by
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drilling a hole in either section and wsing an adhesive o secure the rod. Once the gluc
has hardened any excess visible tmees are removed with s sharp instrument, The joint
15 then coloured and aged =0 as o conceal it by using powdered rock mixed with PS
which creates a finish similar o the onginal sculpture. Finally, the statee is
photographed and a written report is compiled about each stage, Ax o resull the statues
can be restored o their onginal appearance.

{ We wonld [ike to thank Dv. Wang Hengrong, Director, Institute of the Preservation of
Culrural Relics, Binglingsi, Gansu, P.R.C. for this information.)

Restoration at the Northern Grotto Temple, Gansu Province, PLR.C.

The Northern Grotto Temple 15 one of the most important Buddhist cave temple
complexes in Gansu Province. It is located 1 the platean (hi. 1083 m) of the
copvergence of the Pu and Ru Rivers, 25 km southwest of Xifeng city in Qinyang
county. Most of the caves are grouped on a clifl of vellow samdstone. which 15 20 m
high and 120 m wide. The earliest cave of the Northern Grotio temple was excavated
in the second year of the Yongping reign of the Northern Wei Dynasty (A.D. 509).
Mew caves were gradually constructed through the Western Wei, Monhern Zhou, Sui,
Tang and (ing Dvnosties. At present 296 caves with 2126 stone sculptures, 7 stelae,
and 150 sq m of reliel carvings can be observed in this complex.

Cave 165, 14 m high and 157 m deep, is one of the most impressive caves in the
Morthern Grotto Temple. s excavation was sponsored by Xi Kangsheng in A.D, 509
Seven gigantic Buddhas and Maitreya Bodhisativa figures, scated with their ankles
crossed, have been erected in this cave. Al the entrance, one side displays
Sumantabhadra nding on an clephant and on the other, a representation of an asurs
possessing three heads and four arms. All these images show the carly Northern Wei
style with Central Asian facial features and siocky body builds, The other significant
caves are cave 240 from the Northemn Zhow, and caves 32, 222 and 263 from the Tang
dynasty. Each of these caves not only shows the infleence of dynastic an, but also
reveals the unique regional charkclensiics.

All the images from the Northern Grotto Temple are carved out of yellow sandstone
from the cretaceous. The loose structure of this tyvpe of stone makes il casy 1o carve,
but vulnerable to weathering. The site was deserted in 1568 due to several civil wars
in'this arca, and it emained so until 1959, During the 1980°s and 90's, the Chinese
government has funded a restorstion project, which included strengthening the statcs
and repainng the ceilings. A few new canopies were built to prevent the caves from
the crosion caused by dampness. In 1984, the restorers sprayed PS-C onto most of the
stone sculptures, with sabsfving results. However, the conservation of this protto
complex still presents a serious challenge to the restorers due o the reasons listed
below.

Firstly due 10 the min crosion above the layer of rocks from which the gronoes were
excavaled, a thick layer of soil 15 being formed. This allows rin (o drun through to
the rocks, and cause the permanent dampness of the cave ceilings, The rocky ceilings
were siftened by the dampness, and eventually became sand, For example, cave 165
suffers from an average of 20 kg of falling sand every month. The situation is three
tmes worse 1o the rmuny season. The dampness is also taking its wll on the stone
sculplures. The surfaces of most of the sculptures have been eroded into loose samds,
In the last ten years, many reliels have beeome unrecognisable.

The second danger is the fall of rocks, The frequent earthquakes in the past caused the
formation of gaps in the rocks. Unfortunately, many caves are [ocated either in or
under these [oose rocks. Moreover, the villagers often Blow up the aearby mountains,
only | km away from the caves, in onder to collect sand and stones as matenals [or
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construction; These explosions worsen this already unstable cliff, In May 1998, a
huge rock weighing 150 kg fell from the norhem section of the clill. Therefore, it is
urgent © have the body of the chifl strengthened. Furthermore, most of the litde
miches in this grotto compiex are carved directly on the clifl without any cover, so
they have sulfered the most (rom weathenng. Finally, educating lounists i5 a very
important task because they often prescol scrious threats o the survival of these
caves, The lypical example is to vandalise the stone sculptures, and leave their
signatures om the walls. Occasionally they even try (o climb up the cliff, ignonng the
danger of loose rocks.

The Nerthern Grotto Temple contuins very important cultural relics which need w be
carefufly conserved. Due to the lack of funds and human resources, the situation of
the caves is detenormaung. The Institute of the Northem Grotio Temple wants to draw
the amention of the public (o this situation amd welcomes every suggestion and anv
AssIslEnce.

For further information please contael 'Dr. Song Wenyu, Director, Institule of the
Preservation of Cultural Relics, Nonhern Grotto Temple, Dongehi village, Xifeng
city, Gangsu province, T45002, P.R.C. Tel: + B6934 842 [223,

1000 year old anclent city discovered in the heart of the Taklamakan Desert,
Xinjinng Autonomous Region, P.R.C.

A city surmounded by an claborale network of imgation canals has been discovercd by
4 Sino-French Expedition that three imes went deep into the desert-at Niva. The cily
has been called Yuansha ancieni city (Y uvansha, mexning "Round Sand”, is probably
the translaton of a Uyghur wornd),  The site 15 located 230 km north of Keriyva
(Yutian). Wheat, millet, and other priins have been found in storage pits. Inside and
outside the city, a pumber of saddic-shaped quems (milistoncs) have been found,
Cattle, poats, sheep, camels, cte. were rised as domestic amimals. All of this shows
that an agro-pastoral economy was pmctised along the lower reaches of the Kenya
River over 2,000 vears ago.

Al the siie several relatively well preserved corpses have been discovered, [eatunng
round eves, long noses, and brown hair woven into multiple braids. The news was
provided by ldns Abdursul, Vice Direcior {and Acting Director) of the Xinjang
Instiule of Archeology

{We are grateful to Professor Victor H. Mair, Department of Asian and Middle
Eastern Studies, University of Pennsvivania, Philadelphio, USA  for sending this

information. )

EACS - Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation library travel grants

The Chiang Ching-kuo Foundation has gencrously provided the European Association
of Chinese Studies (EACS) with a grant of LIS330.000 in order o support short visits
(of nol more than one week) for specialized research in sinological librines in
Cambridge, Heidelberg, Leiden, London, Oxford or Pans in 1999-2000. Applicants
should be European sinologists or sinologists based permanently in Europe, who sre
paid-up members of the EACS. Applications from non-members will be considened,
however, cspecially in the casc of j.w.:unF scholars, if accompanied by a
recommendation fmom an EACS member. Applications must include: o letter stating
the library 1o be visited and intended dates of travel; a statement of purpese, o include
a shon description of the research project, including precise indication of the sources
and matenal o be used: a written statement obtained Trom the libraran of the instime
where the proposed visil is 1o ke place confirming that the research materials that
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are required are available [or consuliation; a ope-page cumnculum vitae with a list of
main poblications; a stalement of the travelling expenses (Apex economy airfare or
2nd class rail fare), including a note of other sources of funding: in the case of PhD.
students, a letter of recommendation from their supervisor; in the case of non-
members, a letter of mrecommendauon [rom an EACS member; address lor
correspondence, including fax and e-muil where possible. 1t 15 advizsable o apply at
least two months before the visit is planned to lake place. IT applications are approved,
grants will be made to include travelling expenses and a per diem allowance, which
will vary from place 1o place. Grants will wsually be paid on completion of the visit,
but schodars {rom Eastern Burope will receive it on amval at the institution, where
research 1s undertaken.

Applicauons should be sent by mail or fax to one of the following: for research on
pre-modem China (e, before 18400, 1o Prof. Rodenick Whitfield, Depariment of Arnt
and Archacology, S0AS, Umversity of London, Thomhaugh Street, Russell Square,
London WCIH OXG, UK. Fax: +44 171 436 3844, c-mail: rw5a@'soasac.uk. For
research on modem China (e, from 1840), o Prof. Marianne Bastid-Bruguiere, 92
Boulevard de Port Roval, 75005 Pars, France, Fax; 433 1 43 54 72 02; email:
bastid @ canoe.ens. it

“Merit, Opulence and the Buddhist Network of Wealth™: a joint American-
Chinese project

This s an interdisciplinary, coopemtive project sponsored by Northwesiem
University, Evanston, [llinois, US.A. and the Dunhuang Research Academy,
Dunhuang, Gansu, PR.C. The goals of the project, made possible with @ penerous
grant from the Henry Luce Foundation, are twolold. The intemational rescarch team
will address tenth century an and colture examining the ways in which ment-making
activitics in temples impacted the material colture of western China. The dramanc
structural shill in the ans industries during the tenth century occurred when demands
on workshops from lay patrons prompeed a prolessonalizaton of cralt production. [n
the first vear, fieldwork will be conducted by a research team of Chincse, Amernican
and European scholard this summer al Dunhuang and in thiee regions of Sichwin. A
workshop and conference will be held in 2001 at which it is hoped that scholars from
a broad spectrum of Buddhist studies, archacology, an history and history will present
papers. The sccond focus of the project is the construction of inlermctive, 3D models
which document the entire intenors of select cave shnnes, These computer models,
available in draft form on the Intemnel, are being developed with the Dunhuang
Research Institute. They will be accompanicd by a database that links them o
information and objects in the Pelliot and Stein collections,

For details contact the project director, Dr. Samb B Fraser, Assistani Professor,
MNorthwestern University, Department of Art History, 244 Krespe Hall, Evanston, 1L
GO208-2208, ULS.A. Tel: +1 847 467 3953; [ax: +1 B47 467 1035; c-mail;
s-fraser2@nwedu; web-page: hupfecourt.it-services. nwu.eduw/dunhueang/Ment!

Sino-German research project on the cave-temples of the Kucha region

This research project has been set up to study the murals in the coves of Kial and
Fumtura in Xinjiang, P.R.C. in order 1o compare and date the mgments brought from
those cave temples o Berlin by the four German Expediions in the boginning ol this
century. The project, funded by the Deutsche Akademische Austauschdienst (DA AD)
was a cooperation between the Museum filr Indische Kunst, Berlin, Germuny and the
Department of Fine Arts, The University of Hong Kong. With the support of the
Chinese and Liigur colleagues of the Kuchia Caves Research Institule we wene able 1o
sludy nearly all the caves in this region containing wall paimtings. Often carved high
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in the mountain ranges, they were difficult to reach, For all of us it was o very
interesting and most exciting task to compare plans and in sine photographs
originating from the German expeditions with the respective caves in Kizl and
Kumtura. Every aspect of architecture, iconography and chronology was discussed
with our Chinese counterparts.

The condition of several ¢aves has changed due o natural calamities like continpos
carthquakes and rminwater. In many caves the murals were covered by a black soot, so
that the identification of the subjects appeared very difficul. The Chinese
conservalors bad ined 1o remove the sool which was simply impossible, because
chemical resctions had alfected the paintngs. This has been known to us for many
viears and as a result in Berlin we did not try to clean the paintings of the sool, but
succeeded in identifying the invisible Buddhist subjects with the help of a special
cxamination, the Meutron Automdiography. The Chinese colleagues did not know this
new method and ook keen interest 1o it In the course of our discissions we came 1o
know about their research on a new chronology of the paintings with the help of
radiocarbon dating. Since the murals are painted on a mixiure of clay, straw and
animal hair, the Chinese scholars collected several samples of the organic matenal
and have proposed a completely different chronotogy for most of the caives. We
informed them that we have also taken 80 samples of our murals in the Museum [Ur
Indische Kunst in Berdin, for the purpose of C14 dating in the Leibniz-Labor fir
Altersbestimmung und Isotopenfomschung, Kiel. Finaneal support for this has been
granted by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, Bonn, The results will be ready in
October this vear. In the following vears, the German side is planning to continue this
research project in Xinjiang, including also the Turdan oass.

Professor Dr. Marianne Yaldiz,
Director, Musenm fitr Indizche Kunst, Berlin, Germany.

The Baldan Baraivan Restoration Project in Mongolia

The Cultural Restoration Tourism: Progect (CRTP) was established o restore and
preserve culturally significant buildings and artefacts around the world. 1ts - first
project is the restoration of a Buddhist temple at the Mongolian monastery of Baldan
Baraivan, situsted 300 km east of the capital city of Ulsan Bataar. The monasiery’s
history is typical of that of many monastenes in Mongolia, With the founding of the
People's Republic in 1924, €. Tsehobalsan ook control of the country. Between 1937
and 1939, religious persecution became common and a political opposition began 1o
form. Of the estimated 17,000 monks and nuns sent 1o work in camps in Sibenia, none
have retumed, Almostzll monastencs have been destroved. AL Baldan Baraivan, “The
Yellow Temple”, the entire surroundings were destroyed and only the ruins of the
matin building remain. Today, only one 90 year old lama sull lives at the wemple, This
professor of philosophy lives in a ger (yurt) 3l the site of the old monastery, The
dismantling of the former Soviet Union and a new constitution in 1992 have allowed
the revival of & more open interest in Buddhist famaism in Mongolia. For many
Mongolians this heralds the chance to develop a stronger identity with their past
culiure.

The restoration will include building resiorabon, infmstruciure and  community
building. CRTP is planning 1o use the latest lechniques in sustainable development 1o
rebuild a community that can support itell with limited impact on the environment.
Dumnng the restoration process the organisers will be looking for volunteers 1o donate
time and money o the project. This project is lunded by “volunteer tourism.” Regolar
tour rates mnge from USS150-USS165 per night. A private donor has allowed for
schofarships greatly discounting the costs for students and volunteers abroad. Groups
of seven volunteers will be assembled for two and three week tours duning the period
of June o Seplember of 1999, The tour participants will live in madiuonal gers. Meals
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will be prepared by a Mongolian cook, with the help of the volunteers. There will also
be opportunities to share in the nivals being observed by the monks that are currently
studving at the site. All of the participanis will have a hands-on, direct impact on the
restomation process. The arca bossts notural beauty and-is belicved to be Ghengis
Khan's birthplace and bunal site. Participants will be given an opportunity o explore
the area and (o hike in the countryside. The final goal is o re-establish Baldan
Barzivan as one of the most important centres for Buddhist teaching in Mongolia,

There has already béen strong interest in the project among the Buddhist community.
For this reason, special package riles are being offered 1o orgamisations that would
like to organise a full iour. The discount o the participating groups will be twenty
percent less than the mte offered to the general public. CTRP can also armange special
tours for research projects or other specialized study. Areas of particular iterest
covered in the summer of 1999 tours will inclede: Mongolian culture and - history;
Mongolian Buddhism; Mongolion ant and architecture; nomadic culture; Mongolian
Buddhist practice; contemporary Buoddhist history in - Asia; archacology and
responsible tounsm. Any soggestions for related arcas of swdy will also be
considencd

For tour dates and fees please contact: Mark A. Hintzke, Cultural Restoration Tounsm
Project, 722a Liggett Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94129, U.SA. Tel: +1 415 563
T221; e-mail: erip@@earthlink. net; website: hitpe/fhome. carthlink net/-crip/

Fieldwork Opportunity in North-Central Mongolia

The 1999 Mongol-American Archacological Expedition o Egiin Gol is looking for
several volunteers o help with a third year expedition o the alpine-steppe valley of
the Egiin Gol nver in north-centmd Mongolia, Researchers from the University of
Michigan and the University of Colilomnin, Berkeley along with Mongolian
archacologists and students will contine explorations in the Egun Gol river valley.
The collected dam will shed new light on the development of confederations among
steppe nomads during the Bronze and Early Iron Ages. Because the Government of
Mongolia has proposed constructing a hydro-elecine dam on the Egnn Gol nver,
there is increased urgency surrounding this project. The organisers are commitied 1o
salvaging impartant information conceming the carly populations in this pant of the
world, Their research suggests that this area may have been inhabited 20,000 vears
apo. The survey and excavations from previoas summers have =0 (ar uncovered stone
tool sites, magnificent stone kurgans from the Late Bronze Age. bunals from the time
of Genghis Khan, and ruined Buddhist monasteries. During the 199% ficld scason the
survey into two remode side valleys will continue and excavation will begin al four
new sites. The Egiin Gol valley 15 beautiful in the summer. While volunicers leam
first-hand aboul archacology, they will also have the opporunity fo visil nomadic
familics, nde Mongol pomes through the valley, and fish the waters of a pnstinoly
clear steppe niver. There are a number of volunteer sessions available and a iax
deductible donation is requested (0 assist with expedition expenses. All applications
must be submined by 20 Apnl, 1999,

If you would like more information and an application, please contect William
Honevchurch, Project Director, honeychu@umich.edu or Center for the Study of
Eurazian Nomads (CSEN), American-Eurasian Research Instiute, Inc., 1607 Walnut
Street, Berkeley, CA 94709, US. A, Tel: 41 510 549 3008, fax: +1 510 849 3137, e-
mail: jkimball @csenorg; web page: hitp/fwww.csen.ong
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Re-establishment of the Oriental Branch of the Russian Archacological Society
in S1. Petersburg

The Onental Branch of the Russian Archacological Sociely (OBRAS) was re-
established in Seplember 1998, It succeeds the Omental Branch of the Imperial
Russian Archaeological Society which was dissolved in 1924, The OBRAS sets itsell
a5 an object the promotion of scientific, organsational and educational activitics in
the ficld of studying antiquities of the ancient and medieyval cullures of the Orient,
including their connections with other cultures, especially with those of the peoples of
Fussia and other countnes of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), In its
setivities, the OBRAS leans upon the traditions of its predecessor and of subsequent
achievements of the Russian studies of ancient Onental antiguities, in researching the
protlems of archacology, numismatics, epigraphy and cultuml heritge. 1t is hoped
that the publication of the Transactions of the former OBRAS, the last volume of
which (No. 25) had come cut in 1921, will be resumed.

Muany researchers from the Insttute of the History of Matenal Culture of the Russian
Academy of Scicnces, the St Petersburg Branch of the Institute of Oriental Studies of
the Russion Academy of Sciences, the State Hermitage, the St Pelersburg State
Umversity and other institutions of Russia and the CIS. which work on Omnental
studies have become members. Proll Vadim M. Muaszon (Institute of the History aof
Matenal Culwre), Prof. LM, Men'shikov (St Petersburg Branch of the Institute of
Onental Studies) and Prof. Anatolii A. Ivapov (Stale Hermitage), who all are
Academictans of the Russian Academy of NMatural Sciences, have become the joini
presidents of OBRAS.

For further information please contact; OBRAS, Dvortsovaya nab. 18, 8t Petersburg,
191 |86, Russian Pederntion. Tel: +7 812 312 1484 fax;+7 £12 311 6271

(We wonld Iike to thank J. Coolidee, University College, Oxford, UK. for this
irfermiation. )

Archacology along the Silk Road in Uzbekistan

The University of Svdnev Central Asian Programme {USCAP) 15 sceking anyone with
an imterest in archacology or Central Asia generally 1o join excavations in Uzbekistan.
Volunteers will work alongside professional archaeologists on-site and in the
laboratory, Accommodations consisi of purpose-buill excavation headguariers in
scenic countrvside next o one of the archacologcal sites, The mp includes a tour of
the famous Silk Road cities of Samarkand, Bukhara and Khiva Two major sites are
being excavated in the Tash-Kimman Oasis: Karzakli-vatkan, a city occupied from
about the Sth century BCE (o the 2nd century CE, surmounded by massive mudbrick
forufications, and Tash-kirman Tepe, a temple site of roughly the same penod (v,
CIAA NL 8, November 1998, pp. 5-7 for more details..). Two sessions are offered: 6
Seplember to 30 September and 20 Seplember o 14 October. The land only cost is
LIS$2,530. Air fures available on request

For further information please contact Dr. Alison Beus, Director, USCAP;
Archacology Ald, University of Sydney, NSW 2006, Austmlia. Tel: +61 2 9351
2000; fax: +61 2 935] 4889; e-mail: alison. betts@ archacology. usvd.eduau

IGNCA Memorial Fellowships, India

The Indim Gandhi Natioaal Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) has instituted a scheme of

Memonal Fellowships in the name of the fate Pime Mimster of India, Mrs. [ndira
Gandhi. The lellowships are open (o scholars and creative artists of any discipline.
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The candidates must have a proven record of creative or eritical work. Preference will
be given to Indian and Asian arts and their mutual influence; wany facet of the study
of inbal art, culiure and life-sivle; 1o the history of arts, aesthetics and culture,
including studics in any aspect of music, dance, drama, painting, sculpture,
architecture, preferably of an inter-disciplinary nature; and to comparative literature.
The fellowships will carmmy a monthly stupend of Ind B 12,000, with an additional
R5.2,500 for secretarial assistance, and Rs 25,000 per annum owands contingent and
travel expenses for a penod of two vears. In the case of an awardee [rom a country
other than Indin undertaking the awarded rescarch project in his own country, the pan
or whole of the awarded E‘]l{:w::hm can be paid i i}rc:ttgn cumency. Alternatively,
retum economy air [are and a stay of (our months in India can be funded dunng the
entire fellowship period under the fellowship scheme. A monograph for publication
should be produced dunng the course of the fellowship, IGNCA will have the first
nght of publication.

The IGNCA does nol expect sell-nomination by scholars. Nominations should be sent
together with CV, description of experience in the field of specialisation, o ginal
work, project proposal in not more than a thowsand words, copies of two passport size
photographs in tnplicate by 31 July, 1999 1o the Academic Director, IGNCA, C.V.
Mess Building, Janpath, New Delhi- 110001, India.

Society of South Asian Studies grants

The Society for South Asian Stedies of the Brtish Academy promles and supports
stucly and rescarch into the humanites and social sciences of Afghanistan, Pakistan,
India, Sn Lanka, Nepal and Bangladesh. To this end it offers annually a number of
travel and small personal rescarch granis. Applicants must normally be resident in the
Umited Kingdom.

Small Personal Rescarch Grants: The Society invites applications for awards made
lowards the cost of research and Neldwork, ot post-doctors] level or is equivalent, in
the humamnities or social sciences of South Asia dunng the financial year 199972000,
Awards will ot be made to support courses or rescarch lesding (o academic
qualifications or [or rescarch directly related 1o the topic of a cument thesis. All
applicants are also expected 1o seek funding from their own institutions,

Trsvel Grants: A limited number of mvel grns of up w £600 cach will be awarded
iy assist British scholars travelling to South Asia 10 establish collaborative research
prijects. Some grants will be awarded to vounger posigraduate siudents o enable
them 1o join supervised projects intended 1o intreduce them 1o feldwork in South
Asia, Applicants are expecied 0 seek supplementary [unding from their own
institutions and other agencies

Aided projects: The Society will also consider proposals for co-ordinated projects

involving two or more post-docioml researchers, which will be of more than one vear

in duration, Applicanis are also expected o seek (unding from their own instituions,

and musi be nomally resident in the UK. Applications must be made on the

prescribed application forms which are available from the Assistant Secretary. All

applications must be submitled to the Assistant Sccretary belore the closing dates of
April and 15th Scplember 154999,

For further information please ¢ontact the Assistant Secretary, Society for South
Asian Studics, Main Wing, Elsworth Manor, Elsworth, Cambs CB3 8HY, LLE.
Tel/fax: +44 1954 267 324; e-mal: szas howell@ dial pipex.com
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The British Academy Society for South Asian Studies post-doctoral research
fellowships

The Society for South Asion Studies of the Bnush Academy secks o appoint iwo
Fusl:-du:lmuj Research Fellows, cach for a peniod of up to three years, with effect
rom [51 September 1999, to undertake and complete research projects, onc in any
aspect of the visual or perfomung ars of South Asia (including art, architecture,
archaeotogy, dance and music), the other in any aspect of the history, religions,
language, literatures or anthropology of South Asia. In each case the research will be
undertaken in an appropriaie insttution; e, a university depariment, museum or
learned society within the United Kingdom, with a specialist interest in the region. It
15 the responsibility of the applicants o approach such an instfution and secure in
writing an agreement from them to be host 1o their project, (0 manage the grant, and to
provide such resources (office space, administrative suppord, efc.) as may be reguired.
Im addition o pursuing their rescarch, the Fellows will be expected to participate in
the activities of the institwtion (e.g. through lesching or curatonial work). Prelerence
will be given o such applications which make a posinve and desired contribution to
the work of the institution, for exemple by focusing the research on part of the
collections (in the case of a museum), or complementing rescarch and teaching
already in progress. Please node that applications cannod be made by people already in
o benure-rack of permancnl post ol such an institution: the intention is 0 strengthen
the work of the department, museum or society through the addibon of @ team
member involved in a research project.

The wopics and nature of the rescarch project 15 for the applicant o decide, but it
should nomally mclude a significant component of fieldwork or stedy in one of the
countrics of South Asta. This might be independent site study, or research in hibranes
or archives, or both. The Fellows should also be prepared to give lectures on their
rescarch in appropniate branches of the Brinsh Council and in rescarch imsiitutes in
South Asia. The Society may underiake to support the cost of intermational tmvel; but
any additional cost Tor feld-work must be met either (rom the stipend or from further
applications, cither o the Socely or o other grant-giving bodies (including the
instituticns in which their rescurch is howsed). Candidates should normally be aged 35
or less, and must have completed a Ph.D degree before 1st September 1999,
Candidates still registered for a higher degree at that date will be disqualified.

Belore | June, 1999 candidates must send directly to the Secretary of the Society a
detailed description of the propesed research, selling oul its aims and methods, and
plans for publication, This statement should also indicate how the project relates (o
the work of the proposed host instilulion (not 1o exceed 2,000 words); a cormculum
vitae giving detals of education, previous rescarch and publications; a letier lrom an
appropriate authorty in the proposed host institution undertaking 1o manage the grant
and provide any necessary resources; and letters of reference Mmom two semor scholars
familiar with the candidaie’s research. The Society reserves the night to make only one
appointment, of in the absence of satisfactory applications, to make no appoinlments
in the current year, The salary granted will be in the region ol £16,000 - E18.0(0 per
annum, For further details please contact Dr. M, Willis, Secretary of the Society lor
South Asian Stuedics, Department of Orenlal Antiquities, The British Museum,
London WC1B 314G, UK.

Sixth Viadimir G. Lukonin Memorial Lecture at the British Museum, London

Funded by & gift from Ravmond and Beverly Sackler, this year the Depanment of
Western Asiauc Antiquities of the British Museum will host a lecture which will be
presented by Professor T, Cuvler Young, Ir. of the Royal Ontanio Museum, Toronio,
Canada. The lecture entitled “Persian palaces: the ongins of Achsemenid columned
halls™ will ke place on Tuesday 13 July, 1999 al 6 pm at the British Museum.

el
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Frevious registration is essential. Tickets are obainable free from the Department of
Western Asiatic Antiguities. The Bratish Museum, London WCIEB 3DG, UK. Tel:
+44 171 323 g308.

The new Iranian Studies Culture Fund at Berkeley

Iranian Studies at the University of Califomia, Berkeley, LS A, which had began
with the appoiniment in the 1960°s, of Waller Bruno Heoning, will be greaily
enhanced by the establishment of this new Iranian Studies Fund. Henming's chair is
now held by one of his students, Professor Martin Schwartz, Other specialisis on Iran
in the Department of Near Eastern Studies are Professors Hamid Algar in Persian,
David Stonach in archaelogy, and Guitty Azarpay in ant history. Berkeley scholars on
Iran also include Professor William Brinner, who teaches its history and civilisation,
Professor Anne Kilmer in Elamite and Assynology, and Professor Wollgang Heimpel
in ancient Mear Eastern glyplics.

This fund will support programs, two of which are named in honour of Guitty
Azarpay, Professor Ementa of Near Eastern Studies, a leading scholar of Near Easiem
Art, whose name and work 15 honoured by the fund. Created with a bequest of
property by an anonymous donor, cstmated at US52.5 million i value, the fund
includes a number of components, The three-year Guilty Azarpay Fellowship is to be
awarded Tor the study of the an and archacclogy of Iran, and by extension, of Central
Asia. The deadline for this year's lellowship was January and there is now an
application for that grant under consideration. Admizsion 1o the graduate program for
the PhD at Berkeley requires that the student take the PhD qualifying examination at
Berkeley, prior 1o work on the dissentation. The student should have completed the
cquivalent of the Master’s degree before sdmission for this grnt. Preference is given
13 [ranian-bom students.

The graduate fellowship will be contineed in perpeiuity under the property bequest
which will also support the Guity Azarpay Visiung Professorship, an lran-Berkeley
exchange program II:J(I [aculty :mj graduate and postdociorl students, acquisibon of
library materials on ancient lran, conferences and symposia on franan and Sitk Road
art and archaeology, and publications on lranian art and archacology. The fund will be
managed by the Department of Mear Eastern Studies and the Center for Middle
Eastern Studies,

For [urther information please contact Chair, Department of Near Eastern Studics;
University of Califomia, Berkeley, CA 54720, ULS. A, Tel: +1 510 642 3757; lax: 41
510 643 B30,




CIAA Newsletter Issue #2  Exhibitions

EXHIBITIONS

“Gilded Dragons: Buried Treasures from China’s Golden Ages”
The British Museum, London, UK.

The main focus of this exhibiion (22 October, 1999 - 201 February, 20000 will be the
gold and silver objects which were introduced inte China as a resull of [oreign
influence. The taste for gold was especially hetghtened dunng the Tang dynasty, Gold
and silversmiths travelling on the Silk Road intreduced the use of new technologies,
Artefacts (rom important sites in and amand Xi'an (the ancient Chang'an) will be on
display, including Buddhist reliquancs and items used 1o perform the ea ceremony
from the Famen Temple in Shaanxi Provinee, at the Chinese emd of the Silk Road.
The influence of Buddhism on China and the inlluence of exotic tastes and foreign
fashions will be among the themes highlighted in the exhibition, which wall be
accompanied by a catalogue, written by Cared Micheelson and published by Britsh
Museum Publications.

“The Sculptural Heritage of Tibet: Buddhist Art from the Nyingjei Lam
Collection™
Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, LK.

The Myingei Lam collection (meaming “The Path of Compassion” in Tibetan),
comprising arcund cighty Tibetan Buddhist bronze sculptures and related objects, was
formed in recent vears by o private collector. One of the finest collections of iis kind
in the world, it has never previously been exhibited. The collection includes a number
of rare and impontant Indian and Mepalese bronze sculptures of the Tth-121h centurics,
showing the neighbouring regronal trsdilions, a5 well a5 many remarkable images
from Tibet isell dating from the. 10th-17th centunes. These include (igurcs in copper,
gilt bronze, silver and other matenals, depicting the Buddha, Bodhisativas and
esolenc Tantne deities, as well as an outstanding group of portmit images of saints
and lamas. The exhibition will run between 6 October - 30 December, 1999,

“Sacred Visions: Early Painting from Tibet™
Museum Rietberg, Ziirich, Switzerland

This exhibition on show until 16 May 1999, is the first 1o bnng logether the Minest
early Tibetan paintings known and to concentrate solcly on this subjeet. 1 reflects
important recent developments in the study in the field. 1s aim &5 o re-evaluate the
development of painting stvles in Tibet in the penod of the “Second Propagation’,
during which Buddhism found & permanent fooling in central Tibet, 1o demronsirale
the high acsthetie level of the paintings and o explicate their complex relationship
with the developing Buddhist culture of Tibet

“Trobada amb els déus a I'Himalaya - Encoentro con los dioses en el Himalaya™
Universidad de Granada, Granada, Spain

The title of this exhibition can be transiated as “Encounter with the Gods o the
Himaluyas.” The exhibiuon, which considers the ant of the Himalayan kingdom of
Bhutan runs for most of 1999, wravelling W five Spanish citiess Valéncia (Sala
Municipal d'Exposicions |'Almaodi, 13 Janusry - 14 Febroary): Palme de Mallorca
(Fundacid “La Caixa”, 17 March - 25 Aprl): Grannda (Crocene del Hospital Real,
Universided de Granada, 26 May - 27 June); Gijon (Centro de Culwra Antigua
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Institutey, 28 July - 29 Auguost) and Saragossa (La Lonja, 22 September - 24 October
19999,

Fiteal implements, household uiensils and furnitore, textiles, clotbes of monks and
Laity, armour, weapons, pantings and statues dating mainly from the seventeenth 1o
the twenteth centuries have been sclected Tor this exhibiton. Most objects have been
drawn from the National Museum of Bhotan in Paro, others from the Museum [(ir
Viflkerkunde in Yienna and vanous private collections, A catalogue accompanies the
exhibition and includes photographs and captions of the exhibition pieces, alongside
articles by the cursiors Frangoise Pommaret and Chnistian Schicklgruber cutlining the
history, refigion and ant of Bhutan:

“Sacred Art of Tibet™
Art Gallery of Greater Victoria, Victoria, British Columbia, Canada

The exhibition (2 March - 16 May 1999) which compnises of about 50 Tibetan works
of ar (thangkas, scul and ritual objects), 15 drawn from the collection of the An
Gallery of Greater Victona and some private Canadian collections. The exhibition
was organised (o accompany the creation of a sand mandala (dedicated (o 2 Medicine
Buddha), which was made by eight monks from the Gamden Jangste Norling
Monastery in north [ndia. At a later date a catalogue will be printed discussing sand
mandalas.

For further information please contact Barmy Till, Curstor of Asian Art, Ant Gallery of
Greater Victoria, 1040 Moss Street, Victona, B.C.. VBV 4P, Canada. Tel: +1 250
384 4100 fax: +1 250361 3995,

“Devi: The Great Goddess™
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C., U.S.A.

This exhibition munning from 28 March to 6 Seplember 1999 (catures paintings and
soulptures of Devi, the greal goddess in the Hindu pantheon of deitics from India. In
spite of the goddess” prominende in the sub-continent for over 4,000 years, this is the
world's first major presentation of an celebmting Devi's image and power, The
exhibition shows the many manifestations of Devi from powerful warmior o loving
mother, through paintings and sculptures on loan from muscums and private
collections in Europe and the United States. 120 works are on show primanily (rom
India, with examples from Nepal, China and Pakistan spanning a petiod of 2,000
years and include sculptures in bronge, stone and termeottn, and paintings on paper,
cloth and board. A catalogue entitled Devi, The Great Goddess: Female Divinity in
South Asian Art by Vidya Dehejia accompantes the exhibition,

“The Golden Age of Archeology: Celebrated Discoveries from the People's
Republic of China™
National Gallery of Art, Smithsonian Institution, Washington D.C,, U.5.A.

This cxhibition, cumted by Dr. Yang Xisoneng of the Melson-Atking Muscum,
Kaonsas City, has been assembled in cooperttion with the State Administration of
Cultural Hentage and Ari Exhibitions of the People’s Eepublic of China, and the
Mational Gallery of An, Washington, D.C. Aler being on view in Washington [rom
19 September 19994 until 2 January 2000, the exhibition will be shown in the Museum
of Fine Arts, Boston and the Asian Art Muscum in San Francisco. The  show
commemorates the 50th anniversary of the People's Republic, focusing on
archaeclogical finds of the last twenty years, recording developmenis since 1974
when “Archeolopical Finds of the Peoples: Republic of China™ was shown at the
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Mational Gallery of Art It wall have about 200 examples of recent archacologieal
discovenes, dating from the early Meolithic period 1o the foundation of the Song
Dynasty (ea. G000 B.C. (0 A.D. 960}, including sculpture. ritual implements, musical
instrumenis, paintings and calligraphy, plus decorative objects made of jade, stone,
wood, bamboo, gold and bronee.

OF particular interest to readers of the Newsletier will be a number of gold and silver
objects documenting easl-west contacts along the Silk Road at different peniods of the
Tang dymusty, including a superb jade belt inlaid with gold and precious stones [rom
the carly seventh century, excavated from the tomb of a general related 1o the impenal
family on the site of the Xianyvang International Airport near Xi'an, three parcel-gilt
silver vessels from the Hejiacun hoard, and reliquary offenngs of gold, silver, 'secret
colour' ceramic and glass, excavated (rom the Cingshans (AD. 741) and Famensi
{A.D. 874) Buddhist monasteries. Among them are 4 bromee ewer possibly orginating
from Morthern India, and o blue glass dish with engraved and gilded decoration,
probably made in Nishapur.

“The Mystical Arts of Tibet”
Peabody Essex Museum, Salem, Massachusetts, U.S.A.

This exhibition, of ar, rehigious objects, and photography spanming more than 500
viears opens on 25 June and will run until 17 October 19499, [t showcases: 108 religious
und secular objects, including thirty from the Dalai Lama’s personal collection. [t
COMPEses exquisiie fhangka puntngs: more than twelve Buddha statues, some dating
from the lifteenth century; nisal instruments of gilver and gold; contemporary objects;
and twenty-one vivid photographs of the region from the Tibet Image Bank in
London, Most of the works come [rom the Drepung Loseling Monastery, whose S80-
year old order of monks pow live in exile in southern India

The exhibition ams (o illustrate through: panting, sculptune and nival objects: how
Tibetans embraced the Indian Buddhist raditions. It also brings to hife the ancient
rites of Buddhizm through objects and clothing of the Dalai Lama. These include his
cho-por of cefemonial robe, and a woodblock print of his sacred Buddhist texts. The
works are meant (o highlight the survival of Tibetan cultural hentage in the severe and
challenging context ol exile. Therefore the exhibition, which onginated at the
Oglethorpe University Museum in Atlanta, has been curated by Tibetan monks, not
muscum professionabs. 1L grew out of a 1988 wour of sacred Tibetan dance and music
organised by the Loseling Monastery,

For more information please contact: Susan Bean, Curator of Asian, Oceanic, and
Alncan Aris and Cuolures, Peabody Essex Muscum, Salem, Massachuseits, ULS.A.
Tel: +1 978 745 1876 fax: +1 978 744 6776; ¢-mail: pempré pem.org

“From the Sacred Realm: Tressures of Tibetan Art in the Colleetion of the
MNewark Museum™
MNewark Museum, Newark, Mew Jersey, ULS.A.

As o local poant of its 20th anniversary, the Newark Muscum 15 presenting its world
rencwned collection of Tibetan art and antefacts, on 15 October 1999, The exhibition
includes a comprehensive selection of the muscum’s finest preces for the first ime
since 1981, The installation is divided into thematic groups reflecting the diffcrent
aspects of tradiional Tibetan ant and culture. All sections are supported by, pholo
mural enlargements from the muscum’s rre archival pnnts. “Mountains and Valleys,
Castles and Tents™ shows the elabomte garments, jewellery and personal possessions
of Tibelan nomads, frmers, land owners and ansiocracy, The tradiional economy
and govermment, the rde of folk religion at the village fevel and the symbolic
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meaning of costumes and personal belongings are explored through  contextual
installations and photographs. Unique among wesiern museums, Mewark's holdings
encompass the whole breadth of secular culture in Tibet, from the thineenth o the
twentieth centurics. These include robes, headdresses, tents, saddies, (umiture and
weapons that were used by the anstocracy as well as farmers and pomads. The
centrepicces are (wo [ull-scale tents: a nomad's vak hair tent and an anstocrat's
appliquéd picnic tenl. Due to the large size and (ragile nature of the malenals, the
objects in this section cannot be on view for long periods’ of tume and will be
displayed in the pallenies for changing exhibitions untl 20 January, 2000,

“Temples and Courtyards, Mandalas and Mantras™ focuses on the an and culture of
Tibetan Buddhism with a complete Tibetan altar as its centrepiece. The exhibition
features sculpture, paintings, monastic costumes and ritunl objects in their traditiconal
setting, The surrounding galleries show specific aspects of Tibetan Buddhism,
cipecially the 1m nee of lamas as teachers and patrons of great arl. This
instalfation is the first major recasting of these pallenes since 1989 and includes new
acquisitions, such as riual textiles (cleventh w fifieenth centunes) and monastic
furniture {fourteenth to sixieenth centuries), on display for the first ume. Concurment
with the exhibition, the Newark Museum has co-published with Prestel Verlag of
Munich, Germany, a large-format publication titled From the Sacred Realm, the first
comprehensive single-volume catalogue of the Newark Museum'’s Tibetan collection.
The catalogue was wrtien by Valrae Reynolds, Curator of Asian Collections at the
MNewark Museum, with essavs by Amy Heller, Dan Martin and Janct Gvatso

For further infommation please contact The Newark Muscum, 49 Washington Street,
P.O. BOX 540, Mewark, New Jersey OT101-0540; LS. A, Tel: +1 973 596 6350, fax:
41 973 642 (955,

“Ikat: Splendid Silks of Central Asia™
The Jewish Museum, New York, New York, US.A.

This travelling exhibition (v. CIAA VLS, May 1997, p. 13; CIAA NLT, April 1998, p.
281 of more than 90 boldly and intncately patiermed and strongly coloured rare wall
hangings, mounted panels and robes opened in February 1999 in Mew York. The
exhibits have been setected from the Guido Goldman Collection, the largest and (imest
private collection of Central Asian ikats in the word. The exhibiion wall move on to
The Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, where it will be on show from 30
Seplember, 1999 109 January, 2000,

Golden Opportunity on the Silk Road (July 31-August 15, 1599)

Tour of Buddhist Temples, Shnines, and Grottoes along the Silk Road,

Betjing, Urumchi, Dunhuang, Labrang, Tianshui, Xian, Dalong, Beijing. Led by
Wil Yang, Scnior Rescarch Associate and former Chiel of Guides and Interpreters,
Dunhuang Academy, Mogao Grottoes, and doctoral condidate in Chinese Buddhist
Art at Northwestern University. The pnice from Beijing s LIS$2. 285

Xinjiang Mongolia Tour (Junc 20-Tuly 12, 1945

Beinng, Urumchi, Altui; Khanas, across the Mongolan border by bus, Ehovd,
Zavkhan, S0 Gobi aimags, Ulnanbaatar for Naadam, and retum to Beijing. Led by
Amold Springer, PhD in Russian History. The cost is US$3 564

For further detnily ¢-mail ulsnbator & venice -¢o com: www Vemice-ca com ulashator
e atrin Svmer et uetial vt - = o
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CONFERENCES

Conference reports

“Eastern Approaches to Byzantium™,
University of Warwick, Warwick, LK.

The 33rd Spring Symposium of Byzantine Studies met at the University of Warwick
between 27-29 March, 1999, The aim of the Svmposium was to look at questions of
ransmission and transformation on the eastern frontier of the Byzantine Empire, It
covered the period ol the reconquest and subsequent [oss of the castern provinces of
the Empire (c.800-c. 1300 A.D.} and examined the impact that the eastern campaigns
hod on Byantium, as new peoples and ideas were drawn info Byzantine lands and
Byzantine society. In addition to leaming more aboul Byrantinm's eastern neighboiirs,
the Ceorgians, Armenians, Scljuks and Turkmen, the Symposium investigaied the
impact of these les on Byzantine society and on Byzantine perceptions of
Empire. [t studicd what happened as ideas and institutions moved across political,
cultural, ethnic, linguistic and termitonal roatiers, and what happened as these same
frontiers themselves moved across societies,

The highlight of the Symposium was the introduction of new materials by many of the
speakers, and the raising of new interpretations of more familiar matenial by others.
The chance to compare how similar problems were dealt with by different cultures
wis perhaps the most uselul aspect of the Syvmposium, Normally u{l these cultures are
examined in isolation, by bringing them all together the Symposium hoped 0 point
ot areas of confuence and o raise questions about how much impact each had on the
other. The main papers will be published at the end of 2000 A, Eastmond (ed.):
Eastern Approaches to Byvzantium, (Society Tor the Fromotion of Byzantine Studies.
Publications: 93, Yanorum (Ashgate Publishing).

Papers of intemest 1o our readers included: Jonathan Shepard (Cambridge): “Defensive
expansionism: Constanting VI, Armenian strongholds and the road (o Aleppo™, Jean-
Claude Chevnet (Panis [V Sorbonne): “La conception militaire de la frontiére onentale
(Xe-XIlle sibcles)™; Catherine Holmes (Cambndge): “How the East was won in the
reign of Basil 11", Carode Hillenbrand (Edinburgh): “Scljuk histoneal writing: a
reappraisal™; Robent Thomson (Oxford): “The concept of 'History' in medieval
Armenian historians™; Zaza Skhinfackze (Thilisiy: “Early wall paintings in the Gareja
desent”; Catherine Jolivel-Lévy (Pans 1) “MNowvelles recherches sur les programmes
iconographiques du Xille sibcle en Cappadoce”™; Rosemary Momis (Manchester):
“*Meighbours (rom Hell: The monks of lviron and their Greck neighbours in the
cleventh century™; Helen Evans (Metropolitan Museum, NY): "Impenal aspirations:
Armenian Cilicia and Byzantium in the thircenth coentury”™; Alexed Lidov (Moscow):
“Byrantium and the Chalcedonian Armenians: the evidence of the thineenth-century
wall puntings™;, Lynn Jones (College Park, MD): “Constructing a visual expression
Armenian kingship: the church of the holy Cross at Aghtamar™; Giorgi Cheishvili
(Thilisi): “Georgian perceptions of Byzantium in the eleventh and twelfth centuries™
Brigitta Schrade (Berlin): “Byzantium and its Eastern barbanans: the cult of saints in
Svanetia” and loanna Chnstoforaki (Oxford): “Cyprus and Armenia:  Aristic
Imterchange across frontiers™.

{We are gratefiel o Dr. Anfony Easimond, University of Warwick, UK for thiz
ifornation. )
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“Die Inkulivration des Christeniums im vorislamischen Persien,
Institut  fir Orientalistik, Martin-Luther Universitiit Halle-Wittenberg,
Germany

The delightful medieval town of Lutherstadt-Willenberg was the vemue for this
conference which ook place between 12 - 16 May, 1999 and was organised by Prol,
Jibrgen Tubach of the Seminnr Chnstlicher Onent und Byzanz, Institul {ur
Crmentalisuk, Martin-Luther Universitit Halle-Witlenberg.

The opening paper on the Liber Graduom was delivered by Peter MNagel. Other papers
discussing aspects ol Syriae Chnstianity were read by Pt'uhppt Gignoux (L'apport
scientifique des chretiens syrisques 2 [Tran sassanide), Wolfgang Hage (Die
Ensichung der apostolischen Kirche des Ostens nach Barhebriis), Erica Hunter
{Chnistianity at al-Hira), Jens Kriiger (Die Kirche auf dem Hugel Qasr bint al-Qadi),
Samuel Licu (The Luminous Religion in China) Harald Suermann (Die: Ideologie des
nestonamschen PardarchoisBotholikals  von  Scleukeia-Kiesiphon), Wemer
Siindermann (Ein sogdisches Fragment der Eugen-Legende), Jacob Thekempammbil
{Beispicle der Gemeinsamkeiten der Ost- und Westsynschen Liturgien) and Dueter
Weber (Zeugnisse von Christen in Pahlavi-Dokumenten?). Manichacan material also
received considerable attention with papers by Alexandr Khosrovey (Manichiiismus,
cine An persisches Christentum ), Chnstiane Reck (Probleme bei der Interpretabon
eines manischiischen Textfragments), Siegfnied Richter (Die Verwendung der Bible
beil den Manichitern) and Eugenia Smagina (Das frithe Chnsientum in Persien nach
manichisschen Quellen).

The organisers plan 1o publish the papers and also announced a conference on Centrud
Azian Christiamity tobe held ol Lutherstwdt-Wittenberg in 2003,

. Erica C.0. Hunter, Affiliated Lecturer in Hebrew and Aramaic, University of
Cambridge, UK. and Research Fellow, Macguarte University, Australia.

“Ancient Civilisations of Eurasia: History and Culiure™;
Institute of Oriental Studies, Moscow, Russian Federation

This intermaitional conference, dedicated (o the 75th binhday of Professor B. A
Litvinsky and the 50th anniversary of his scholardy work, was hosted jointly by the
Institute of Oriental Studies of the Russian Academy of Sciences and the State
Muscum of Oniental Art in Moscow between 14-16 October, 1998 About one
hiindred scholars from Russia, the states of Central Asia, Europe and the LLS.A. ook
part in the conference; many of them had sent their papers and reports or participated
in person in the discussion

The conference was opened with the reports of Professor B. B, Rybakov, Director of
the Instiute of Onental Studies, Moscow and Professor P. M. Masov, Director ol the
Institute of History of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Tajikistan, They
were devoted 1o the scholarly sctiviies in the [ields of history, archacology,
architecture, history of ans of Central Asia and the Scythian-Sarmatian world of
Professor Litvinsky. The speakers mentioned the preal chronological and topical
range of the studies of this leading figore of Central Asian archacology, the great
significance of the archacological monuments that be had excavated, his phenomenal
erudition and capacity o work (more than 420 works have been published!). The
separate dircctions of the scholarly activity of B, A. Litvinsky were elucidated in the
reports. by Professors | M. Steblin-Kamensky (St Petersburg), B. V. Lunin
{Tashkent) and Professor V.5, Soloviev (Elez). Professor B. Ya, Savisky devoled his
report o the concept of ustory and culure of Central Asia
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Several reports dealt with pre-historic problems. B. A. Ranov gave a paper entitled
“Races, Ethnos and Stone Age C’(}FI'I;III:’.{'L‘H in Central Asia™ Dr. E. V. Antonova
spoke ghout the interpretation of level 111 of the Tepe-Hissar; Dr. V. 1 Sananidi about
Mear Eastern Arvans in Ceniral Asia and Dr. E E Kuz'mina about general problems
in the development of culture in the Eurasian steppes {eneolithic and bronze age
periods). The text, sent by 1-Cl. Cardin entitled “The archacological explomtion of
Eastern Bactria (Afghanistan): i1s contribution (o the history of economic and political
development in Central Asia™ was of synthetic character. There were also reports by
M. M. Vinogradova, Dr. G. Lombardo and others. A senies of repons related to the
archacology of Imn, Caocasus, Scytho-Sarmatan, Scytho-Sibenan and especially
Central Asian archacology. Prof. AL Invernizzi spoke about his understanding of the
architectural complexes of Old Misa; Dr. M. V. Polos'mak  about the lels
between Scythian archaeology of south Siberia and Xinjiang regions; Prof. Ch. Silvia
Antonini aboul new excavations in Sogdiany; Prof, L R. Kyzlasov in south Sibenia
and Dr. E. T. Nerazik in Khorezm, Essentially new ideas in the study of the roots of
Sogdian culture were proposed by Dro B. 1. Muorshak, New interpretation of the
Scythian animal style was suggested by Dr. D. 5. Racvsky, Seﬁm.lc questions and
blems were the subject of the reporis by Dr. G. A. Brykina, Dr. M. A. Budnova,
r, M. 0. Gorenova, Dr. D. Ya. [1'yasov, Dr. Inevatkina, Dr. V. Gonvacheva, Dr. ¥,
B. Kovalevskaya, Dr. B. D. Kochney, D T, K. Mknychev, Dr. M. B. Meytarchian,
Dr. M. G. Moshkova, Dr. O, V. Obel"chenko, Dr. V.M. Pilipko, Dr. M. N. Pogrebova
and others,

An exhibition of the famous ivory rhylons, discovered 50 wears ago by E. A
Davidovich in Old Misa, was amanged o coincide with the conference opening. The
exhibits, which were the subject of the repont by Dr. T. K. MEknvehev, encouraged the
participants of the conference to discuss further the fate of the Hellenistic hentage in
the East.

(We wonld like to thank Dr, [ D, Dzhibladze, Institnie of Grienial Stuedies, Russtan
Academy of Sciences, Moscow, Russian Federation for this information. )

“Traditional Art in Museum Context™,
Russian Geographic Sociely, 5t Petersburg, Russian Federation

Jointly organised by the Department of Ethnography of the Russian Geographic
Society (RGS), The Peter the Greal Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography and
the Department of Cultural Swdies of the Institute of Decormtive Art, this one-diy
conference was held on 9 April 1998 in the small confercace hall of the RGS in St
Petersburg. There were two key topres in the conference: “Dialogues in time™ and
“The Muscum outside the horizon of the evident”, Subjects for discussion included:
images of traditional culture, archetype and universal i traditional anand culture,
traditional art theory and methods of studying, erotic mentality and tmditicnal
culiure, muscum artefacts as accumulation of socio-cultural memory and problems of
development of muscums in Russia in the presenl Talks were given about the
problems that Russian collections face today, The Kevnole speaker was Profossor
Elena A. Okladnikova who presented a paper entitled “Museum of Ethnography
today: looking for Perspectives for the Future” Speakers included Dr. E. G,
Feodorova {omamental art of Mansics) and Dr. L F. Popova (spacc-lime images in
the needle-work of Kirghiz).

For (urther information please contact: Dr. Irine V. Koulganek, senior researcher,
Institute of Oriental Studies, RAS, Department of Turkish and Mongolian Studies,
Dvortzovaja nab, 18, 191186 St Petersburg, Russian Federation. Tel: +7 812 311
5455 e-mail: kulg@ K41 5.spb.edu
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“Military Archacology: Weaponry and Warfare in Historical and Social
Perspective™,

The State Hermitage, and the Institute of the History of Material Culture,
Russian Academy of Sciences, St. Petersburg, Russinn Federation

This inlemational conference (v. CIAA NLA, November (997, p. 27 and CIAA NL7,
April 1998, pp. 35-36) was held between 2 - 5 Sepltember, 1998, Similar meetings are
planned in the future on a biennial basis. A volume of abstracts of the conference
papers is aviulable, A related volume of articles 1o be published by E. J. Brill 15 under
preparation. It 15 based on the conference papers bul also contuns other articles,
Papers were given in Russian and English

Participants included: Mikhal B. Piotrovsky (Directon of the State Hermitage, St
Petersburg, Russin); Vadim M. Masson (Institete of the History of Material Culture):
“War as a o social phepomepon and the  Miliary ,ﬁ.rch:acr.-h:ag].—"'; Kanne Kh,
Kushnareva, Mikhail B. Evsin (Institute: of the History of Matenal Cullure): “Early
archaeclogical evidences for the emergng and development of military elite in the
Coucasus”; Alexander K. Nefiodkin (51 Petersburg, Russia): “On the development of
Achaemenid cavalry tacties”; Hubertus von Gall (Berlin, Germany): “Common
features in ancient Sarmatian and Iraman art™; Vadim Yu. Zuyev (Hormitage): “On
the history of Sarmatian panopiies: Swords and daggers of the Prokhorovo type”;
Alexander B. Mikitin (Hermitage): “lranian warfare under the Panhians and Sasamans
(notes on the book of H. von Gall)."™; Viadimir A. Zavyalov (Institute of the History of
Matenal Culture): “Hellemstic influences on the Contrad Asian {ortfication”™; Prerre
Brun (Reading, UK.k “Military architecture of Merv oasis and medieval wown of
Sultan-kale™; Ann Feuerbach (University, College, London, LLE.): “Evidence lor the
production of Damascus sieel [rom the late %ih - early 10th ceniury at Merv,
Turkmemstan™; Onwin Gamber (Wien, Austna) “Chinese warnors and Avars”;
Viadimir A. Livshits {Institute of Onental Studies, St Petersburg, Russiak “Sogdian
akingk in the Eastern Alm™; Galina V. Dignevskayva (Institute of the History of
Material Culture): “Typology and dating of metal artefacts of the Yenise: River
Kirghiz"; Wilold Swictoslawski (Instiiute of Archacolopy and Eihnology, Lodz
Polund): “Poisonous. pases in the army of medieval Mongols™ amd Alexander S
Matveey (StPetersburg State University, StPetersbarg, Russia): “Main aspects of
“classic™ Mongol warfire (late 12th - 13th centunies)”. For further information on the
conference and the fonhcoming volume please contact Alexander Matveey c-mail:
matvey @ mul. nevalink.ro or alexander. maty eev @ msik ub.no

Central and Inner Asia Seminar,
University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canadn

This meeting in Toronto on 23-24 Apnl 15999 had the utle “Bcligion, Customary Law
and Material Culture among the Nomads". Three papers were devoted 1o the sirbject
of customary law (the vasa) in contrast o Mushim religrous law {the sharia). Sophia
Kaszuba (University of Toronto, Cansda) read 2 somewhat general survey of the
subject wntlen by her recently deceased husband, Roberi Reid. This led w a
particularly interesting discussion (“Turke-Mongolion Costomary Law as Practised by
the Descendents of Tamerane™ of the vasa by Maria Subtelnv (University  of
Toronto, Canada), which was supplemented by a rich selection of illustmtions from
Turco-Persian manuscripts of the late medieval and carly modem periods. While the
vasa is known to have vaned (rom one region to the rext, and while no written form
has survived (if one ever existed), the manuscript painiings she selected represented
seenes denved from vasa cusiom, She reated the illustraions ns histornical, as
opposed (0 an histoncal, sources and made a good case for them being just that. Her
remarks were [ollowed by those of Robert McChesney (MNew York Linmversity,
LL5.A) who introduced aspects of material culiure refemed 1o in writien sources
(“White Felt, Zamzan Water and Kingly Tradition: The Mongol Legacy in 16th- and
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1 Tth-Century Muslim Central Asia™), He paid considerable attention 1o the custom of
raising a newly elected ruler on & white lelt mat, and of sprinkling it with holy
Zamzan waler [rom Meoca in order to “Islamicize” it

Sarangerel, a practising Buryat shamaness, spoke on “The Relationship beiween
Siberian Shamanism and the Geser Epic”. She showed o what extent shamanistic
rilsal could be identified inoa vanety of renditions of the epic, and illustred her
remarks with examples of the pamphemnalia used in her own ceremonics, She also
read @ short contribution on “The Cult of the Sky {tengri} in Buryat Mongolian Epics™
written by Bayar Dugarov who was not able to amive from Siberia for the meeting. It
was pointed out that denvatives of the word fengri (meaning “vast open space” in
Mongolian) are ssed in Turkish and Hungaran o denofe the sea. Other papers
included “Buddhism and Revelution in Mongolia™ by Inna Moroeova (Moscow,
Russia), "Competition or Co-operation? Shamanisi-Buddhist Relations in Modemn-
Day Mongolia™ by Thomas Oller (Harvard University, ULS.A) "The Problem of
Continuity between Nomadic and Sedentary Uighurs (Soviet histonography)™ by
Ablet Kamalov (Department of Uighur History, Almaty, Kezakhstan) and
“Christianity and Nomads of the Black Sea and Cospian Sca Steppes” by Jusufl
Dzafarov. The CIAS proceedings are published by JCAPS under the generl title
Toronte Studies in Central and Inner Asia, three volumes of which have been
published to date.

Fupther  information  can be  obtained  (rom  Michael  Gervers
Hmm.ﬁlﬁlﬁ‘mglmmﬂm or Gillian Long (gillianloag@uioronio.ca) and
from the CIAS websitc: hupo/iwww.utoronto.caldeedsicias!. Address: Central and
Inner Asia Seminar, ¢fo The DEEDS Project, Room 14290 Robarts Library, 130 St
George Si, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontano, M55 3HI, Canada.

{We would like 1o thank Professar Michael Gervers, University of Toronto, Toronto;
Cnteerie, Canada for this i'ﬂfnmm:ﬁm,}

Forthcoming conferences

Eleventh Anmual Nicholas Poppe Symposium on Central Asian Stodies,
University of Washington, Seattle, Washington, U.S.A., 15 May, 1999

Papers pertaiming 0 Inner or Central Asia are being solicited for this one-day
conference 1o be held at the Dopartment of MNear Eastern Languages and Civilization
of the University of Washington (UW) organised by the UW Central Asian Studies
Group and sponsored by the Department of Near Eastern  Languages and
Civilizations; The Russian, East European and Central Asian Studies Program and the
Middle East Program, Heory M. Jackzon School of International Studies. Graduate
students from all disciplines are particularly encouraged to participate. Please submit
abstmacts (250 words maximum) by 30 Apnl, 1999 1o Elmim Kochumkulkiz.
Depanment of Near Eastern Languages and Civilization, Denny Hall, Box 353120,
University of Washington, U.S.A. Tel: +1 206 543 069T; fax; +1 206 685 T936;
emul: elmira@u washingion.edu
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“Integration of Archacological and Ethnological Researches™,
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Moscow, Russian Federation,
1-4 June, 1999

The VIl Intcrnational Scientific Seminar mms o look al the vanous problems of
integration of archaeclogical and ethnological research in world science. The main
topics of discussion will be the following: methods and sources of archacological and
cthnological reconstruction; modelling ethnoarchacological complexes; research of
archaeological remains;  experimental  archaeology and  ethnography:
cthnoarchacology as o scientific direction; history of joinl archaeological and
ethnological research and the integration of archacology and ethnology with other
sciences. Previous conferences hive been held in Omsk, Novesibirsk and 5.
Pelershurg.

The lollowing scholars plan to take part in the seminar 5. E. Azhigali (Almaty,
Karakhstan): “The relics of memonal-colt architecture of nomads a8 the object of
archacolopical and cthnological studies™; B. Axizyan (Almaty, Kazakhstan):
“Integration of archacological and ethnological sciences™; A, A. Burkhanov (Kazan):
“Thi stages of ethnocultural development of the populition of Sredneamudarinsky
region on antiquitics and the middie ages™; A. A. Burykin (St Petersburg); “The
ongin of Evenks amnd the problem of the ethnic appurtenance of neolithic eultures of
Transbaikalia™; A. V. Golovrey (Ekaterinburg): “Urlic neo-cthnogenesis™; Z
Emazarov  (Uralsk, Karakhstan): “Scemantics of ferility rites of Karakhs
(archacological and ethnological aspects)™; M. F. Kosarev (Moscow): “The problem
of stratigrafic criteria in the chronology of archacological antigumites™ and A, G,
Petrenko (Fazan): “Concerning the integration of archeo-zoological and ethnological
information”. In addition, scholars from the Omsk Ethnoarchaeological group will
also parficipate in the Seminar.

For [urther information please contact: Nikolay A, Tomilov, Department of
Ethnography and Museum Research, Omek State University, Pr. Mira, 550 Omsk,
644077, Russian Federation. Tel: +7 3812 664515 or 224608; fax: 47 3812 641201 or
A40005; c-mail: komsen & univer.omsk.su

“Shamanism and Other Indigenous Beliefs #,
Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Moscow, Russin, 7-11 June, 1999

This intermaiional conference will be held al the Institue of Ethnology and
Anthropology (TEA) at the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS), Moscow, The main
sim of the Congress is o discussion of indipenous spiritual beliefs and practices by
cthnologists, ethnographers, psychologists, folklonsts and neurophysiologists and (o
explore the phenomenon of shamanism and related practioes, so as W further our
understanding of their essence and 1o review the opportunitics for its continuation in
the next millennium, During the Congress representatives of different academic and
scientific approaches 1o the study of shamanic personae, magicians, healers, medicine
people, people with extrasensory perception, and folk medicine are expected 1o share
their ideas and expericnces. A= o result of the Congress, a permancnl inlermational
scholady seminar based at the [EA RAS (Moscow) i= 1o be sel up with an annual
mecting, a publishing series, and its own joumal. During the Congress, plenary and
sectional sessions are planned, as well as round able discussions. Working languages
of the Congress will be Russian and Enghsh. Summanes will be published by the
beginning of the Congress,

The Congress’ working group (Dr. Valentna Khartonova, Dr. Dmitrij Funk and
Alexander Kalabanov) can be reached at the following address: Organising
Committes of the Congress “Shamanism and Other Indigenous Spintual Beloefs and
Practices”, Institnte of Ethaology and Anthropology of the RAS, Depaniment of
Morthern and Siberian Peoples, Leninski] prospect, 32a, 117334 Moscow, Russian
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Federation. Tel: +7 0895 938 1871: fax: 7 095 938 O600; e-maul:
D_Funk@mailexcite.com

LK. Association for Buddhist Studies,
School of Oriental and African Studies, London, UK., 28 June, 1999

The Fourth Anmeal Conference of the UK. Association for Buddhist Studies
(UKABS) will take place between 1030 am. and 530 pm. [n addition to o
discussion of issucs relevant to the nature and activities of the Asscomtion, the
program will also include lectures by Professor David Jackson (Hamburg) on
“Structures and lineages in old Tibetan Buddhist Paintings™ and Professor Padmanabh
Jaini (Berkeley, USA) on “Theones of happiness in Buddhism with a bmefl

companson o Jan theores”.

For more information and o pan the UKABS pleasse contact [an Hamis, Department
of Religion and Ethics, University College of St Manin, Lancaster, LA 3JD, LLE.
Tel: 444 1524 384 528; e-mail: i hwrms @ lancaster.ac. uk

The Fifteenth International Conference of the European Association of South
Asian Are :

International Institute for Asian Studies (11AS), Leiden University,

The Netherlands, 5-9 July, 1999

o) papers have been selected, on the busis of abstracts, for presentation at the South
Astan Archacology Conference (v, CIAA NLS, November [998, p. 37). Auditors who
will nod present a paper are invited (o register before 15 June, 1999, A third crcular
detailing the program will be sent out in May. As Leiden only has a limited number of
hotels available 1t is advisable o contact Mananne Langehenkel at the Conlerence
Secretarmat foran updated list of hotels and puest houses,

The conference fee 15 FL1SD (Dutch gutlders), FL7S lor students, For o registraion
form or more details please address all cormmespondence tor Conference Secretamat
SAA 9 o Intematopal [nstiute for Asian Studies ([LAS), P.OB, 9515, 2300 RA
Leiden, The Netheriands, Tel: +31 71 527 2227 [ax: 431 T1 527 4162; e-mail:
HAS@RULLET LeidenUiniv. NL; website: httpiunas, lerdenuniv.nl

XIlth Conference of the International Association of Buddhist Studies,
Université de Lausanne, Lausanne, Switzerland, 23-18 August, 1999

The orpanising commitiee of this conference have sel up several panels chaired by
eminent scholars. Each panel will last approximately three hours and deal with o
specific topic or arca, There will be a panel on “Bueddhist [deas in Chinese Art and
Matenial Culture” led by E. Zircher. Other planned panels will include: Buddhism
and Society in South and South East Asia (Richard Gombnch); Buddhism and
Brahmanism (Minor Hara); Buddhism and Daoism (L. Kohn); New Dizcovenies of
Early Buddhist Manusenpts (R Salomon & C. Cox): Buddhist Music (M. HelTer);
The Cult of Varocana (M. Kapstein); Early Mahayana Buddhism - Mahayana suiras
(P. Homson & J. Silk): Electromic Texis, Internel and Computer Besources in
Buddhist Studies (Ch. Muller); Pure Land Buddhism (J. Ducor); The Valuwe of Nature
in Buddhism (L. Schmithausen); Tronsformation of Buddhism in East Asia (E.
Kimiira) and What is a Sutra? Rellections ona the Matenal Culture of Buddhist Sutras
in China and Japan (K. Shar).

Panels are also being considered on the [ollowing subpects: Buddhism in Tibet;
Tibetan Buddhist Epistemology and Archacology. The deadline for receiving
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abstracts by print or e-mail is 15 April, 1995, The total fee of CHF27S will include the
conference fee, lunches, tea and coffee and social events, The full payment should be
received by 1 June, 1999, The Third Announcement will be sent in May 1999 1o all
the participants who have regisiered for the conference. It will include practical
information on wavel and accommadation.

For (urther details please contact: XIlth IABS Conference, Department of Onental
Langunges and Cultures, University of Lauzanne, B.ES.H.2, CH-1015 Lausanne,
Swilretland. Fax: +41 21 692 3045 c-mail: iabsS9@onentuml.ch: web-page:
http:fwww_unil.chionent

The Second Annual Avesta Confercnce,
Zoroastrian Association of Alberta, Calgary, Alberia, Canada,
24-26 September, 1999

This conference 18 amanged 1o [ollow up on the tremendous success of the First
Intemational Avesta Conference (v. CIAA NL 7, April 1998, p. 38). The aim is to
promote knowledge and understanding of all nspecis of Zorastnanism from the
Gathas, Younger Avesty, Pahlavi, Parsiforoastrian Literature, Rituals and Traditions
zs they evolved in the last three thoussnd vears. This conference is designed [(or
scholars, academicians, students and members of the Zoroasiman commumity and all
those whoare interested in understanding the Zoroasinan religion.

The following scholars will be prescnting papers: Ervad Pervez Bajon (India); Prof.
Shaul She (1sruet); Prof. Keigoe Mods {(Japan): Dr. Anthur Ambartsuminn (Russia),
Prol. Jamzheed Choksy, Prod, Richard Frye, Dr. Pallan K. Ichaporu, Prof, Willlam
Maolandre, Prof. Jaomes Russell, Prof, Marin Schwartz, Prof. Gernot Windfuhr and
Mr. Keki Bhote (U.5.A.), Prol. Nicholas Sims-Williams (UK.}, Prol. Helmul
Humbach and Prof. Wemer Sundermann {Germany), Prof. Antomo Panaine, Prof.
Carlo Cereti and Prof. Manon Vitloni (Italy). There will also be a panel for
discussion on commumnity issucs, where commumity leaders will be presenting papers
on - varous csubjects  like spimality, inlegration and assimilation, consecrated
establishmenis, health, healing and other subjects. The conference will be hosied by
the Zoroastnan Association of Alberian (ZAA ) and will be held ot the Ramada Hotel
{ Downlown) 706 -8th Ave SW, Calgary.

For a brochure with the full detuls please wnte o Zorcastnan Education & Research
Society, 253 5 dth Su. Womelsdol, PA 19567, ULS.A, or contact the ZAA
Conlerence Committee Chairmen  Dr. Pallan R. Ichaporia, Tel: +1 610 589 5419; ¢-
mal: Plehapona®@aol.com or Mr. Firdosh Mehta, Tel: +1 403 438 4371; ¢-mail:
Fmehta'mg.com

Fourth Annual Workshop on Central Asian Studies,
University of Wisconsin, Madison, U.S.A., 21-24 October, 1999

The Central Asian Studics Program ot the University of Wisconsin-Madison, in
conjunction with the Center for Russia, East Europe and Central Asia, 15 convening
the second annupl Workshop on Centrad Asian Studics. The poad of this workshop is
to provide on opportumity fof interested scholars, institutions, and organisations to
meet annually, to discuss how o research, leach and co-ordinate effons in the Central
Asian ficld. While the first three annual Workshops were organised around specific
themes, an annual theme for 1999 has not yet been designated since participation by
schodars inferested in all arcas of Central Asian Studies 15 encouraged. Howewer,
papers or pancls on “Women in Central A=ia” are particulady welcome. The keynote
speaker and the topic for the plenary session will be announced at a later date,
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Proposals for special roundtables, pre-orgamsed pancls, or individual papers are also
invited.

Participants wishing to present a paper are asked to submit a onc-paragraph abstract
by 15 July, 1999 1o Center (or Russia, East Europe and Central Asia, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, 210 Ingrmham Hall, 1155 Observalory Drive, Madison, WI
S3T06-1297, USA, Tel: +1 608 262 3379 [ax: +]1 608 265 3062 c-mal:
crecca@ mace, wisc.edu; web-site: hitp:fpolyglotlss.wisc.edw/crescal

*“Christiankeation of the Caucasus',
Osterrelchisehe Akademie der Wissenschalten, Vienna, Austria,
9-12 December, 1999

A historic symposium is planned by Ausina w0 celebrate officially 1,700 years of
Armmenian Christianity. [t will be jointly convened by the Austnan Academy of
Sciences, Vienna; Commission for Byzantine Studies; Institute for Byzantine and
Meo-Grecian Studies; and the Armenian Study Society of the University of Vienna.
This event also marks the Golden Jubilee year of the Commission [or Byzantine
Stuchics.

For detals of HPcakJ:r:s, special exhibitions, registration deadlines and fees, please
contact: Osterreichische Akademic der Wissenschallen, Postgasse T/1/3, A-1010
Wien, Austria. Tel: + 43 1 5120217, 51581 430, T122506; fax: + 43 1 5127003,
5130541, TI22506,

“The Cultural Foundations of Mongolian Pastoralism™,
The Mongolia Society, San Diego, California, U.S.A., March 9-12, 2000

The Mongolia Society will be holding its annusl meeting in conjunction with the
Aszociation of Asian Studies (AAS) Annual Meetng. Mongolists and scholars with
rescarch interests in the area of Mongolian pastomlism are urged o propose papens fof
the Mongolin panel. The full title will be “The Cullural Foundations of Mongolian
Pastoralism:; Mew Conceptions, New Problems, Mew Directions”. This panel will
explone the ways in which 2 specific cconomic tradition, pastoralism, shaped specific
culiural institutions in Mongolia. 1t will consider also the way in which ctltural
institutions (social, political, expressive) in fum confimed and extended the
domination of that cconomic: base: and how both the base itsell and its cultunl
claboration face unprecedented challenge in the new 'global economy”

Please send vour paper proposal and briel abstract to: Esther Jocobson, Kerns
Prolessor of Asian Ar. Depanment of A History, University of Oregon, Eugene,
Orepon 97403, U.S.A. Tel: +1 541 346 3677 fax: +1 541 346 3626; e-mall:
ejacobs@oregon. voregon.edu

Third Biennial Conference on Iranian Studies,
Bethesda, Maryland, U.S.A., 25-28 May, 2000

Jointly organised by The Amencan Instiuie of [ranian Studies (AllrS) and The
Society for Irmnian Studies (SIS). the conference is envisioned as an arena for the
latest research and will cover all arcas of the ficld most broadly conceived inclusive of
all disciplines and historical penods. Proposals in fields such as archacology, an
history, and the arts are particularly welcome, Abstracts should be limited 1o 250-3(X)
wiords and must be received no later than 30 September, 15549
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Registration and sdditional information may be obtained from the SIS website:
hitpeiwww.iranian-studies.org or please contact Kambiz Eslami, Executive Secretary,
SIS, Fax: + 1 609 258 0441 e-mail: keslami @ phoenix. princeton.edu

Minth Seminar of the International Association for Tibetan Studies,
Leiden University, Leiden, The Netherlands, 24-30 June, 2000

AL the business-meeting of the eighth semnar of the International Association for
Tibetan Studics ([ATS) at Bloomington, the assembled members accepled the offer
extended on behall of the International [nstitute for Asian Studies o host the next
seminar in Leiden, the Netherdands, The 1ATS meetings are traditionally styled
seminars’, This implics that academic exchange of ideas and discussion of work in
progress is central o the IATS gatherings. Over the years the seminars of the IATS
have developed into the largest convention of Tibel scholars and a umque opportunity
e share and develop ideas and to find inspiration and common ground [or pew joinl
projects. Aliemative fomats such as round-table panels, possibly with pre-circulated
papers, briel presentations and more ume f(or discussion are also considered.
Applicants are encouraged 10 organise focused me::!mfs wilh a select proup of
specialists (possibly embedded in a coment or part of a (uture project), or inlensive
thematic workshops on specific subjects (imporant publications, relevant topics of
shared interest and the like). In such [ormats joint publication {possibly together with
related panels and workshops) more or fess separate [rom the general procecdings is
an opbon o be considered. Participants that collabonite in projects are also
encourzged (o present their work, The deadline for sending in the pre-regisimtion
formsis 1 May 1999 abstracts should be recesved by October 1999,

A website will be launched and will in doe course contain information regarding the
minth seminar, the [ATS in general, hotels and Leiden, as well as an on-line pre-
registration ftom and channels 1o submit suggestions and communications rc Ing
pancls amd workshops in electronic [ormats. The information wall be opdated
regularly throughout the preparation of the seminar, [n order (o make post- and pre-
seminar exchange casier, it 15 planned o set up-a newsgroup-style discussion-fomm
Iinked o the website,

For further information please contact the Orvganising Committee, Ninth [ATS
Sominar, o Internatiopal [nstitute Tor Asian Studies, PO, BOM 9515, 2300 RA
Leiden, The Nethedands. Tel: +31 71 527 22 27; [ax: 431 71 527 41 62 c-mail:
HASERULLET LeideaUmy.NL; web-page: hitp/fiiias.ieidenumyv.nl

Dunhuang 2000,
Capital Normal University, Beijing, P.R.C., 21-25 June, 2000

The discovery of the Dunhuang Libmry Cave was the great event that brought the
Mogan Grolloes 1o people's altention ot the beginning of the 20th century. From then
on, Dunhuang's art has been studicd by Chinese and foreign scholars from varous
angles and a new branch of social science “Dunhuang studies”™ was borm, 2000 AL D
will mark ihe centenary of the discovery of the Library Cave and of Dunhusng
studies. The conference s short title refers 1o the “Intermational Acadermic Conference
on the Centenary of the Discovery of the Dunhuang Manuscnpt Library Cave™. On
this occasion a senes of celebrating activities will be held in Beyjing by China's
Dunhuang Turdan Society (CDTS) and the Dunhuang Research Academy. Ome of
these will be an mtemational conlerence on Dunhuang documents in Beijing jointly
organised by the History Depariment of the Capital Mormal University and the CDTS.
Thiz will be & monographic symposium on the Dunhusng manuseripts from the
Library Cave, orgamsed with the inteniion 10 ratse the international academic standard
al the tumning-point of the century and will look forward to the development of
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Dunhuang Swdies 1 the 21st century. Dunng the conference, the reviows of
Dunhuang Siudies and cultural relics from Dunhuang will be exhibited.

About sixty scholars will take pant. Scholars (rom Ching and overseas will almost be
cqual in number. Invited participants include Prof. Alfredo Cadonna, Monigue Cohen,
Prof. Jean-Fierre Drige, Dr. Samh E. Fruser, Prof. Valene Hansen, Prof. Matthew T.
Kapstein, Dr. Kuo Li-yving, Prof. Lewis Lancaster, Prol. Victor H. Mair, Dr. Chnstime
Muollier, Dr. 5.-Ch. Raschmann, Prof. Roderick Whitfield, Dr. Susan Whitlreld and
Dy, Frances Wood. The Organizing Group is Prof. Chai Jianhong, Zhonghua
Publishing House, the chicl secretary of CDTS; Prof. Fang Guangchang, Rehgious
Fesearch Insntute, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences: Prof. Rong Xinpiang,
Beijing University; Prof. Hao Chumwen, Capital Normal University; and Liu Yi
(secretary), Capital Normal University, Beijing. In the first hall of 1999 Tommal
invitations will be sent 1o the participants and the themes of papers are due 0 be
submitied to the organizing group. At the beginning of 2000 o practical schedule
including the subject and the chairman of the conference for cach day will be =zent to
the participants by the organising group and the participants should submat the
summary of their papers. Papers in Chinese need an English summary, papers in other
languages need a Chinese summary.

For furiher information please contact; Hao Chunwen, Department of History, Capital
Mormal University, Bedjing, 100089, P.R.C. Tel: +86 10 6890 3561 fax: +86 10 6890
2315; e-mail; Hoochunwen@ihw. com.cn or Hooow @ mailhost.coweduwen. or Liv Yi,
Department of History, Capital Mormal University, Beijing 100082, P.R.C. Tel:+86
10 6890 0903; & -mail:Lyi 724 yvahoo.com

2000 International Conference on Dunhuang Studies,
Dunhuang Research Academy. Dunhuang, Gansu, P.R.C., August 2000

This conference will be jointly sponsored by the Dunhuang Rescarch Academy and
the Association of Dunhuang and Turfan Stdies. 170 scholars [rom afl over the word
will be invited to the Dunhuang Mogao Caves, where the Library Cave was found, w0
participate in the conference, review new achicvements, sum up research expericnce
in the twentieth century and discuss the prospects, development and problems that
concern Dunhuang studics in the 218t century. The delegates will visit the Mogao
Grodwoes; the Yulin Grotioes 180 km eist of Dunhuang, the Western Qianfodong 40
km west of Dunhuang. the Yumen Pass and the Great Wall of the Han dynusty 100
km nonhwest of Dunhuang. The conference will be held in August 2000 and is
scheduled to last six days,

Subjects Tor discussion will include the function of Dunhuang Library Cave and the
cause of s being closed, the conservaton, soring and rescirch on cultural relics
found in the Dunhuang Library Cave; Dunhwang grotio archecology and cave shringe
ari; the value and significance of the discovery of the Dunhuang Library Cave to the
intermatonal - academic rescarch of the twenteth century; the cument siluation,
development, problems und the way (o deal with the situation of Dunhuang studies in
the world, The inviled delegates are required (o present papers on the themes outlined
gbove and on' other topics within the general scope of the conference. The official
languages of the conference are Chinese and English. All the delegates should submit
abstracts for the conference talks by 30 June, 1999 at the latest as they will be
translated and the program will be decided. The second announcement will be sent out
on 31 October, 1999, The finalised papers should be submitted by August 2000 at the
latest. The Organising Commitiee rescrves the night (o select full papers for
publication al the end of 2001,

All comespondence concerning the conference should be mailed o Mr. Zhang
Xuantang, Assistanl Secretary, CGeneral Commission of Acadomic Rescarch,
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Dunhunng Research Academy, Mogaoky, Dunhuang, 736200, P.R.C. Tel: +86 937
BE6 G027, fax: +86 937 BR6 WI28; e-mail: dhbhlz@ public.lz.gs.cn

Language, Thought and Reality: Science, Religion and Philosophy,
Calcutta, India, 1-4 August, 2000

The Society for Indian Philosophy and Beligion (SIPR) will hold this Intermatonal
Interdisciphnary Conference. This Society seeks to meet a need among philosophers,
schalars of religion, specialists of Asan studies and other scholars Tor communication
about the great variety of Indian philosophics and religions. The aim is to foster the
growlh of new ideas and interpretations, s better understanding of the histonical and
contemporary relevance and importance of these ancient systems and faiths and the
comparative study thereol with other Eastern and Western philosophies and religions.
The major funtion of SIFR is 10 hold meetings at the conventions of such scholady
bodies as the Amencan Philosophical Associstions. At the meetings scholarly: papers
are presented, (ollowed by commentary and discussion. Membership is open o
anyone. Most members are eachers of plulosophy or religions or Asian studies and
are from Ausiralio, UK., LLS.A. and India; There are also members in ofier (ields
such as psychology, sociology, anthropelogy and educanon, The annual subscripion
fee is USH10. To join please write 1o the address: below, enclosing a cheque made
payable 1o the Sociely for Indian Philcsophy and Religion.

The theme of the 2000 conference can be addressed cntically, reflectively and
creatively by the philosophical, religious and scientific traditions of the World's great
civilisations. The program will include plenary addresses, voluntecred papers, invited
papers and panel discussions. Repistered participants who are members  of
professional associations or sociclics are encouraged o submil proposals for holding
meetings in the conference on behall of their associations or societies. The organisers
are committed 1o upholding the highest acadenic standards with emphasis on the
exchange of ideas and face to face dialogues among thinkers drawn (rom a wide range
ol the world's cultural tradittons and movements.,

Suggested  opics include; Knowledpe and Reality, Appearance and Reality,
Alernative Logies, Relauvity and Belatvism, Relativism and Absolutism, Mol
Relativism, Ontobogical Relativism, Epistemological Relativism, Culural Relativism,
Deconstructiomsm, Exisiential Phenomenology, Cullure and Meamng, Empliness,
Theories of Truth, Theories of Meaning, Theories of Consciousness, Etemal Sound,
Healvem and Idealism, Miaterialism and Spiritualism, Anificial Intellipence, Cognilive
Scicnce, Transcendence and Immanence, Skeplicism, Agnostcism,  Mysticism,
Esotericism, Sociolegy of Religion, Science and Relipion and Science and
Philosophy.

The Advisory Boand compnises: Kisor K. Chakrabarta (LISA), Willem Derde
{Belgium), Owen Flunagan (USA), Michael Ferejhon (LSA), Jonardon Ganen (UKD,
Robert Goldman (USA), Micheel Howard (USA), Geral Larson (LUISA), Chns Ross
(Canady), Isane Mevo (fsmel), Leon Schlam (LK), Sukbarmnjen Saha (Inda) and By
Sinha (Canada). The members of the Program Commitice arc; Guy Beck (LISA),
Anjan Daspupta (India), Linda Bennet Elder (USA), Devasish Mukherjee (India),
Kim Vaz (USA) and Peter Westhrook (LUSA),

Arrangements have been made [or pifline tekets al substantinl discounts and o seven-
day  trip  inside  Indiz.  Informotion  will  be  availlable online  w
hitpe/iwww.elon edu/chakraba, Registration: The advance registrabon fee for the
conference 15 380 and on site registration fee s 312, Conference events are currently
expecied W include a receplion and an evening cultural program.

3%




CIAA Newsletter Issue #9 Conferences

Please send an absiract of about 130 words by October 25, 1999 w Dr. Chandana
Chakmbarii, Elon College Campus Box 2336, Elon College, N.C. 27244, USA, Tel:
+1 336 538 2705; fax: +1 336 538 2627; c-mal chakraba @ numen.clon.edu

XXXVIICANAS,
Université de Montréal, Moniréal, Canada, 27 August - 1 September, 20400

The theme of the 36th meeting of the Internationzl Congress of Asian and North
Alrican Stwdies (ICANAS) will be “Omiental and Asian Studies in the Em of
Globalisation: Heritage and Modemity - Opportunities and Challenges.” The theme is
intended 1o be the broadest possible and 0 encompass research on the contemporary
as well as the ancient and traditional Orient scen in the light of the vanious disciplines
of the humanities and the social sciences. The four universities of the Montreal
metropolitin arex: Concordia, MeGill, de Moniréal and du Québec & Montnéal have
agreed o cooperate closely in the prepamtion of the Congress. Special events planned
inclede o book exhibit by publishers; an exhibit of the reproductions of ancient
manuscnipts recently discovered and made available and an exhibition of computer
technologies applied W languapges and writing svstems,

The categones of research (elds are the same as in past congresses and include:
Islamic Studies, Arabic Studies, Irmnian Studies, Turkish and Ottoman Studies, the
Caucasus, Mongolian Studies, Sanskrit Studics, Indian and Hindi Studies, Buddhist
Studies and Chinese Studies. French and English are the official languages of the
Congress. Honmounng a long-standing iradition, ICAMNAS 2000 will be based on
plenary sexsions, workshops, symposia and round able discussions. Panels dealing
with common topics will be regrouped in o symposiom, which may stretch over
several days. Researchers are encouraged to organise their own pancl on a unified
sibject. The title of the panel. the names of the lecturers and their institution
affiliation has W0 be senl o the General Secretary of the Congress. All proposed talks
should be submitied n an abstract form by 2 August, 1999, The authors of the
secepled papers will be notified by 31 December, 15999,

For more information and to submil an abstrcl please wnite w0 ICANAS 200K
Secretariat, Burcan des Congrés, Université de Montréal, P. O, Box 6128, Station
Downtown, Montréal (Québec) H3C 30T, Canada, Tel: +1 514 343 64592 fax: +1 514
343 6544, e-mail: congres@ beoc.wmontreal.ca;

web-page: hitp:/'www. beoc umontreal.co

HEiNEN
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NEW PUBLICATIONS

Bulletin of the Asia Institute, Studics in Honor of Viedimir A, Livshils. MNew
SeriesVolume 10, 1906,

Thiz substantial volume begins with tnbutes o Viadimir Aronovich Livshits (b 1923)
charactenised by Bons Marshak, himsell an inspining interpreter of the complex
problems involved, oz “the most bolliant member of this informal collective of
archaeologisis, linguists, histonans of art, architects and restorers, which has met over
hall a century at the excavation of Panpkent™ amd a bibhogmaphy of s over 150
scientific works, the majornty of which concern Sogdian. The score or more of studies
honounng him i this volume reflect his lifelong enthusiasm and concern, again in the
words of Boris Marshak, “the issues and methods. of archaeology, an history, and
philodogy™ (p. 207). As they are too numerous o mention individually here, 1t scems
best 1o focus on those of particular art-historical and archaeological interest.

A number of amicles, pnneipally concerming Parthinn upsgmph}' and numismatics, are
followed by a lengthy contribution from A. 5. Melikian-Chirvani, returming o the
subject of the rthyion or lrnion dnnking hom, with abundant hierary a5 well as
pretorial matenial on this splendid vessel which traveldled right across: Asia to reach
China and Koren. Using numerous examples (rom Persion poetry, he shows the
associations of wine (“the blood of the vine™) with fire or sunlight and as a substibute
in sacrifice for bood, explaiming the ongin of the combination of a hom with the
foreparts of an ammal in sacnficial symbolism, as the short spoul projects from the
chest where the victim s arery would be pierced, or liquid- gushes from its mouth; he
notes that “afl the animals represented st the extremity of Achaemenid wine homs are
known to have been the object of actunl sacnfices at some point in the past,” such as
horzes, recorded by Xenophon as being sacrificed in Armenia and “sacred (o the sun,”
while the bull and its homs have associations with the moon and the lunar cresceni
Gilding indicates thal the wine drupk is indeed lguid sunlight, while silver is the
essence Oof the moon, The last part of the article, following detailed analysis of some
specimens, 15 devoted (o the wine hom o Islamic tmes, few of which survive

A joinit article by Nicholas Sims-Williams and Frangps de Blis examunes new
Bactrian documents which throw light on the calendar and suggest that “in ancient
tmes, and perhaps even well into the Christian ern, the Bacinuns used a luni-solar
vear beginming ol the winter solstice,” while “the ancient Sogdian luni-solar yeir miy
ave bepun alsa in the winter, though one month later than the the Bactrian.”

Another poant article, by F. Grenet and Zhang Guangda, examines a drawing (ound by
Pelliot at Dunhuang and now in the Bibliotheque Nationile, which they note had been
intended for display (citing ancther Pelliot document from Dunhuang recording the
allocation of sheets of paper en which (o paint Mordaean deities, in the vears 894 and
SH}). The dentification of one of the two female deities, seated on a wolf and holdimg
a snake and a scorpion, as the Sopdian goddess Mana, appears quite atimctive, bul the
authors, who prefer o call the scorpion. despite its powerful pincers, a "bectle™ on the
account of its only having six legs and no wil, have not taken other Dunhuang
paintings inko sccount, such as Stein painting 2 in the British Museum, which depicis
# scorpion with only six legs but a very chamciensuc lail, among the penls from
which Avalokiteshvara will deliver his devotees. The same female deily also holds the
sun and moon aloft, just hke Avalokiteshvam, to signify that her activity continues by
day and by night (Yen Chibh-hung, in his recent SOAS doctoral dissertation on
Bhaishajyapuru, apdy points oul that the latter’s chiel assistants Sunlight and
Moonlight dispel ignorance as the sun and moon dispel darkness, by day and by
night). The citation of an alernative explanation of the sun and moon, depicied in
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other Dunhuang paintings in the uplifted hands of a standing Asura (who, dazzled by
the sun, eclipses its light with his hand in order io be able to see the celestial devas) is
a valuable reference in itsell, but hardly applicabie to the seated deity seen here. Mor
have Grenet and Zhang noticed that the hairstyle and headdress of the two ligures
correspond closely to the Uighur ladies of high rank seen in Cave 409 and other
Dunhuang cave temples of the tenth century (Lilla Russell-Smith has drawn attention
to this in a paper given at the Third Silk Road Conference at Yale University, New
Haven, LS. A. in 1998). Such details provide more convincing clues to the date of the
drawing than items of subject-matter, such as the little dog held up on o dish by the
other female figure, which the authors comectly point out as chamcienistic of Sogdian
Zoroasinan religion in the sixth (o eighth centunes. Discussions about this drawing
will evidently continue.

Two articles, by V. G. Shkoda and Bons Marshak, continue the study of the site of
Panjikent: “The Sogdian Temple: Structure and Riwals” by the former, and “The
Tiger Raised from the Dead: Two Murals from Panjikent” by the latter, including an
extensive bibliography. These exemplary studies are followed by another joant article,
by B. Staviskii T. Mkntychey, on “Qar-Tepe in Old Termez: on the History of
the Monument” Indeed. one of the chief memts of this volume of the Bulietin,
extending all the way 1o the Shorter Notices (with a detailed report on the conlerence
“Fifty Years of Archacological E;Fﬂmmm in Panjikent” held on August 1517, 1997
al the A. Domish Institute of History, Archacology and Ethmology of the Tajk
Republic) and the Reviews (where my point is more eloquently pul by Eml"]r.r
Jacobson in her review of two mecentlv-published fascicles of the Mémoires de |a
Mizsion Frangaise en Asie Centtrale) 15 the way in which it bnngs o non-Russian
readers some 1dea of the nehness of the contnbutions of Russian scholars and of the
imporance of their methodologies in the study of the ancient cultures of Central Asia.

(RW)

fran: Journal of the British Institute of Persian Studies
Vol XXXVI, London: 1998, pp. v + 185,22 plates,

The following articles among others appeared in the 1998 annual volume will be of
interest o our readers: J. Boardman, “Anatolian Stamp Seals of the Persian Penod
Revisited”™; G.Herrmann, K. Kurbansakhatov, SL J. Simpson et al., “The International
Merv Project. Preliminary Feport on the Sixth Season (1997)"; ). Curtis, "An
Archacological Scene lrom Persepolis™; M. Mochin, "Une suite aux Atcliers de
Perade”™; O. Tirard-Collet, "War and Reconstniction. The Condition of Histoncal
Buildings and Monuments in Herat, Alfghanistan™; V. Curtis and Si 1. Simpson,
*Archaeological News from [ran”,

Journal on Indian Philosophy and Religion

The Society for Indian Phitosophy and Religion (v. pp. 38-39 of thix Newsietter) has
commenced publishing the Journal on lndian Philesophy and Religion annually from
autumn |96, The Journal covers the wide range of philosophies and religions which
are indigemous to South Asia, [0 also includes scholady work of comparative and
critical studies of Eastern and Western philosophies and religions, The Chicl Editor is
Kisor K. Chakmbarti (USA). The editonial Board includes: Karuna Bhattacharyya
{India), Owen Flanagan (LSA), Ashoke Ganguly {India), Jay Garfield (Auvstralia),
Michael Krausz (USA), Steve Laylock (LISA), J. M. Mohanty (UISA), Steven Phillips
(USA), Karl Potter (USA), John Powers (Australia), Sukharanjan Saha (India), J.L
Shaw (Mew Zealand), and Mark Siderits {LISA ).

The Journal also includes sections on discussion, armicles and book reviews.
Subscription is US$25.00 for institutions and US345.00 [or individuals. Cheques
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should be made pavable 1o Society for Indian Philosophy & Religion. To submit
manuscripts and for further information please contact: Dr. Chandana Chakrabarti,
CB 2336, Elon College, NC, 27244, UL.S.A. Tel: +1 336 538 2705; fax: +1 336538
2627 e-mail: Chakrba®numen.clon.edu

IDP News :Newsletter of the International Danhuang Project

Mo 12, London: Winter 1998, pp. 8, 7 b. & w. ills. For a free copy please contact: Dr.
Susan Whiifield, The International Dunhuang Project, The Brtish Library, 96 Euston
Road, London, NW1 ZDB, UK. Tel: +44 171 412 To47TBZ2T650; fax: +44 171 412
TR5E: e-mail: susan. whitficld @ bl.uk

This izswe has a three-page aricle on the Stein Collection in the Brinsh Library,
Previous issues since 1995 have introduced other major collections of Dunhuang from
St. Petersburg to Japan, The collection’s history is described and the approximate
number of manuscnpts in Chinese, Tangut, Khotanese, Tibetan, Sanskot and other
linguages is given. An extensive list of publications is also included. Shorter anicles
introduce . relevant collecions in Taipei- in the National Central Library and at
Academica Sinica by Louw Kamiong and Tu Cheng-sheng respectively. As usual
shorter items list relevant news, conferences and publications.

EEREE

Ancient Iran and the Mediterranean World

edited by E. Dabrowa. Stadies in Ancient History, Krakow: Jagicllonian Lniversity
Press, 1998, pp. 236 + #ills., 6 in colour, 2 maps, 17 l1gs,, abbreviations, hst of
parlicipants

Jogef Wolski 15 not only one of Poland's leading Onentalisis but also the foremost
Western specialist on Parthion stisdies. Despate the deliciency of Queetlensnaterialen
e has admirmbly clucidated seveml aspects of this hiy period of Iraniin studies. It 15
fittimg that & symposinm was convened (o honour Prof. Wolski on his eighty-fifth
birthday in 1996, the proceedings of which form naot only the basis of this volume but
also serve as his Festselrift,

Papers were delivered in English, French, German and ltalian and are mostly by
Claszicists whose interests cover the Seleucid, Parthian and Sasanid cras. They
encompass o broad gamut of imerests ranging from an assessment of cataphracts
utilised in Partho-Roman combats wo a sketch of Arsacid history [rom (ragments of
works conlemporaneous with Apollodoms’ lost Parthice, All participants presented
cogaping essavs amd display commendable competency over the nocessary inguistic
and texiual sources; moreover, they have provided us extensive bibliographics (or
further reading. Given the length and detal of their presentations in vaned European
tanguages, it would have been helpful o include abstrcts in the I:mgua re other than
that of their analysis since the volume has been pre with an English-speaking
pubic in mind, (Hence the need for better editing 100 a5 there are sever typographic
erors throughout the bookl) It is feasible w mention only the following sclect
features,

In studying Mesopotamian figurines and scals depicting Mana from Seleucia-on-the-
Tigrs, A. [nvemizz highlights evidence for Helleno-Babylonian syncretism (p. 98}
but, given limited evidence, conjectures (hat the seals suggest “un contesio sociale
rifenbile addintum o funzioni in qualche modo pubbliche”™ (4 social context which
delinitely points (o public functions of some Kind), Archaeology and art are anal ysed
by F. Metzger and R. Riccardi in separate papers on Hatran graves and graffiti. The
former investigatesd the topography, building techriques and remains of the necropolis
within the city limits but due 10 sketchy evidence @5 unable o substantiate: the Faith of
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the buned or the dating of the tombs. The latier paricipated in the Umiversity of
Turn's expediton to unearth sites within the citv thal in turn revealed a large number
of diverse graffiti. Several of them feature Shamash and hunting scenes which clearly
betray a “frontal Parthian style” that would lzter muke 15 way inlo Sasanian regnal
themes. Most astonishing is an unpublished grailito depicting nine western detlies
from a private home (fig. 3, p. 192) whose identity remains a mystery as does the
accompanyving undeciphered Aramaic inscnplion. This reviewer could only recognize
certmin numerals and stray letters (b, m, 0, zJ in what appears to be badly eiched
wnting. The apparel and [ootwear of the figures are clearly of Roman provenance.
Strangely, Iragi reports on Hatra, a5 Riccardi poinis oul, never incorporate graflit
findings that would otherwise provide inleresting cross-cultural religious and
histoncal evidence. Such carelessness is unfofunate especially since Hatm lacks
abundant examples of painting as Dura Europes, M. Eitand surveys Roman influcnces
in Mineveh on the basis of bronze dress gear, iron caltrops and & rare temacolta
figurine of a Panthian foot soldier without weapons or horse.

There are five papers on Seleucid, Arsacid and Sasanid maiters: Z. Rubin surveys the
significance of Greek version of the tnlingual Res Gestae Divi Saporis and,
passingly. the bilingual Paikuli inscription. On p. 184, he cogently infers that such
Sasanid epigmaphs conceal “pleas [that] serve as pretexis for obtaiming diplomatic
subsidies from the Romans, which are depicted as the payment of tribute in the
propaganda direcled by the Sasanian monarchs, nol only at their own subjects, but
also at the inhabitants of the Roman frontier provieces.” | take this opportunity of
announcing that an exhavstive re-edition of the SKZ inscription by Philip Huyse of
CNRS., Pans, 15 in press for the Corpus Inscriptionum Tranicarum (SOAS,
London). P. Riedlberger studies the accounts of Theophylact Simocatia among others
1o comstruct a preture of Khasraw Parvez's reinstatement (A.D. 591-628) (o the thione
with the aid of his Byveantine ally, Maunce, E Dgbrowa analvees the adoption of the
litle Philhellen by Mithradates [ (171-38 B.C.) and his consequent politic allempts at
containing anti-Pamhian sentiments amongst the diverse elements of the burgeoning
empire. M. Olbrycht assesses Parthian politics and power consolidation in the [nmer
Asgian and Western theatres between the reigns of Vologases | and 11, & hall century
stretching from the Antihellenistic er o eveniual Armacid decline, In a comparative
cxamipation, J. Wicschisfer shows the cvolution of Maurvan-Selcucid  social
transactions against the backdrop of diplomatic exchanges and pofitical dealings
between wo cosmopolilan cmpires.

(BW)

The Archacological Map of the Murghab Delta: Preliminary Reporis 1990-1995,
edited by A. Gubaev, G. Koshelenko, and M. Tosi. Roma: Istituto ftaliano per ‘Africa
¢ I'Onente, 1998, 2 vols. [, Text and lgures, pp. xx, 297; 11, Maps, pp. vi, 3 mapsin
rear pockel

This report, avewedly preliminary vot indeed substantial, descnibes survevs i the
“Margiana” region of Turkmenistan conducted between 1990 and 1996 by joint
Russian, Turkmen amd [ahan teams. The large number of collabomators engaged 1=
shown in the chart of participants on p. xi The project was 10 survey the many
prehistonc and early mstoncal sites, now in desert, along the ancient course of the
Murghab north of the present-day settlements. The opening chapiers on geological
history amd palacohvdrography are rather technical. Histonans will however be
interested in the discussion of the Lizboi channel, linking Oxus and Caspian (p. 3),
with inferred altemating Mows of the Oxus (Amu-Darya) into the Aral Sea, and the
Caspaan.

Whilst along the Lizboi exclusively Meolithic matenals were discovered, in the
Murghab region intorest centres on extensive Bronee Age deposits, which in tum give
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way o Iron Age remains, These periods cover the timespan of the Indo-European
migrutions, and rise questions on the manner of the peopling of Iran. The sites at
Cronur represent the main centre of Bronze Age Etopulﬂlmn. It must be said that the
“lron Ape”™ in this region 13 always a po-man's land between prehistorians and
classicists, the first group considening it an appendix o prehistory, and the sccond the
historical heyday of the Medes and Achaemenids. The difficulty of answenng ethnic,
lingumistic and historical questions from archacological Ninds are well understood (p.
89, and a longer, and well-balanced discussion al p. 141). There are inferesting
zections on the working of turguoise and lapis {p. 105); on the 31 copper amrowheads,
most secketed and trilobate, found in surface survey (p. 119); and a scal-impression
showing a soldier with the Median tigra (p. 137). Otherwise the Achaemenids (p.
14%), enigmatically, are a phantom presence in these operations. Mo doubt the strong
walls of Erg Kala enclosed their gumsons, where one day deep excavation may reveal
clear traces; and there i= also, of course, partly surviving from Soviet times, a local
tendency to downplay the Persian fegacy.

Survey of the supposedly Hellemstic “Antiochus's 'Wall™ around the oasis receives
due attention (p, 159), though tmces surviving are sparse, We may suspect that the
trend 1o re-date such lortifications, o the Parthian and Sasanian periods, may result
from the constant repairwork: by later generations, needed to keep such structures in
existonce. The carlier peniod was also sparser in antifacts, which could remain on site
tn confirm an carly dating. An inner wall, known locally as Gilyakin-Chilbur, is
thought earfy, and there are tmces of an intermediate wall between. In o mpidly
produced volume, one may note some slips of trinslation and unnoticed typos, o small
price, surely, 1o pay for a prompl. and widely accessible record of so major an
undertaking.

(ADHB)

Turkmenistan
edited by Ross-Ospuda, Gabriele. Venerin: Centro Studi ¢ Ricerche Ligabie,
*Explovrazioni Ricerche”, Vol XV1, 1997, hb.

This is a beautifully produced book, of a type perhaps more familiar from the Persian
Gull siates than from Central Asia, Following independence in October 1991
Turkmenistan has been undergoing massive socio-economic change, 4 much-needed
yel by no means painless process. Siuated due cast of the Caspian sca, ovier 80 of
the country is desert Permanent settlement is, and always has been, restricted largely
therefore 10 regional pockets or comdors; the northern fool of the Kopet Dagh
mountain range, the delta fans of the Murghab and Tedjen nvers, the Amu Dar'ya and
Caspian sea. The modern population is estimated a5 just over [our milhon: the
combination of low populaiion and immense nafural reservies of oil and gas render
comparisen with Kuwait, as the Turkmen President - Saparmurad MNivazoy - has
remarked. The economic prizes are lucrative and the centre of the capital of Ashgabat
{formerly spelt as Ashkhabad), in particular, resembles o boom: town as-old houses ane
torn down or clad in reflective glass facades, and new palaces, mosques, minisiry
buildings, shopping malls, hotels, and even an English-style pub nse in their place. A
new Mational Museum of History and Ethnography has been constructed on the cdge
of the captal, financially supported by the Centro Studi ¢ Ricerche Ligabue and AGIP
{Milan), Western companics and povermment agencics ane much in evidence, amnd US
Peace Corps volunteer feachers are scattered m schools across the country. Iromcally,
the amount of humamues rescarch is dechining and the number of archacological
expeditions i pradually dwindling in a region that was intensively worked over by
Soviet expeditions. Nevertheless, American, British, French, lialian, Polish and
Russian teams are continuing to work within Turkmenistan, This book reflects the
particularly close involvement of the Ligabue Cenire in the undersianding and
promotion of ancient cultures within Turkmenistan.
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Commencing with a foreword by the President, the book includes introductony
chapters on the Silk Road (Galina Vasova, Ministry of Culture), the setting (Ministry
for the Protection of the Environment) and the focal Mo and fauna (Maral Amanovi,
State University of Turkmenistan). The fatter is dotted with statistics (S0 mammal
species in the country of which 50 live in the deseri; an estimated 250-300,000
population of Persian gazelle) and illustrated with some splendid photographs
(including a set of dinosaur fooiprints in Kuhiting), Bruno Marcolongo and Paclo
Mozl (Podua) detndl geoarchacological developments in southern Turkmenistan,
based on ficldwork as recent as 1994, They illustrate a compiex pattern of shifting
palacochannels in the Merv casis and Karkha region (piedmont zone) and suggest that
the abandonment of ancient seitlements may have been due (o changing pattems of
drainage owing o neolectome activity, mther than huffan of ecOROMIc CIrcumstances.

Hemra Yusupoy (Turkmen Academy of Sciences) outlines the Palacolithic - Bromee
Age periods, illustrated with “neclithic™ rock-shelter paintings in westem
Turkmenistan, omate “mother goddess™ termacottas, often with itoo-like incised
motifs on the shoulders, and aenal pholographs of impressive fonified Bronze Age
complexes at the Merv casis sites of Togolok-21 and Gonur-depe. The latier site 15 the
subject of a chapter by the editor (Ligabue Centre) who describes from [irst-hand
experience the results of excavations in the cemetery, commenced in Seplember 1591
under the direction of Dr. Sandro Salvatore. The size of this cemetery is cstimated at
100000 - 150,000 s m contasining up to 8000 graves. Hitherto unpublished
photographs illustrate some of the finds that closely link this site with contemporany
late 3rd-carly 2nd millennium setlements in Bactria and castern ran (the so-called
“Bactria-Margiana Archaeological Complex”). One spectacular discovery was a
multiple-strand gold necklace with a inple-pendant armangement of camclian and
grecnstone [7] bepds with gold drops in the centre. Other [inds include a lapss lazuli
quadruple-spiml pendant, veined calcite bowls, “columns™ and cosmetic containers
with applicators, polished stone pestles, compartmented copper stamp secals and
ceremonial axes. The local pottery includes a mange of wheel-thrown jars, footed
bowls, fared bowls: beakers, and decp spouted “ntual™ bowls with incised plant
molifs flanked by homed quadrupeds and birds,

The remaining chapters are as (ollows: Victr Sananidi (Moscow  Academy of
Sciences) and Gherardo Gooli (Rome) discuss separaiely the possible ongins and later
development of Zorustrian religion; Annagel'dy Gubaey (State University of
Turkmenisian) outlines penods up o the Sasanian penod (illustrated with an
unprovenanced  Palmyrene [uncrary portrait in Ashgabal Nationsl Muscum);
Mukhammed Mamedov (Ministry of Culture) illustrates monumental architecture of
the Murghab dela, followed by Ruslin Muradov (Union of Architects) on
architeciural monuments throughout the country, Gabricle Rossi-Osmida (Ligabue
Cenire) provides a useful lengthy contnbution on early European explorers and the
Russian  [mpenal advance info Central  Asia, illustmied with confempomry
engravings. The book closes with a series of chaplers detailing the role of the
Turkmen. Ata Jikiyev (Turkmen Academy of Sciences) discusses indigenous peoples;
Gennet Karanova (Matiosal Muscum of Ashgabat) discusses yurta; Akhmukhammed
Annsogly (Merv) contributes an inleresting chapler om  shamanism; Ovez
Gundogdivey (Turkmen Academy of Sciences) wriles on the prized local Akhal-Teke
horses; Guisoltan Durdewn (State University of Turkmenistan) discusses lextie
crafts; and Sakhat Overchberdivev (Mimstry of Cultire) descnbes imditional silver
jewellery, now partlly replaced by clever reproductions and cruder aluminium
versions,  All in all, this is a book that kas something for most people interested in
Central Asia and is lavishly iflustrated in full colour,

D, St ), Simpson, Department of Western Asiaiic Anriguities ,
The British Museum , London, UK
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Metallene Compartimentsicgel aus Ost-lran, Zentralasien und Nord-China

by Susanne Baghestam Rahden. Westialen: Verlug Mane Leidod GmbH, 1997,
Deutschen Archéiologisches Institut, Eurasien-Abteilung; Archilologie in fran und
Turan, Band 1; hb.

The publication of the author's dissertation submitted in 1992 in Munich. The
distribution and date of these distinctive seals is detiled, followed by a worthy
typalogical and iconographic discussion and catalogue.

Prospections archéologiques en Bactriane orientale (1974-1978). Sous la
direction de Jean-Claude Gardin, Volume 2: Céramigue ef peuplement du
chaleolithique & la conguéte arabe

by Beriille Lyonnel. Paris: Ministére des Affaires Etrangeres, Editions Recherche sur
les Civilisations, Mémoires de la Mission Archéologique Frangaise en Asie Centrale,
Tome VI, 1997, pp. 447 including figs . and b&w plates.

A long-awaited survey report. I contains introductory chapters on the ratural setting,
histoncal background and methodology, followed by sepamie chapiers detailing the
potiery. of the Chaleolithic - Eardy Bronze Age peniods (ca. 3500-2500 B.C.); the
Middle Bronze Apge (ca. 2500-1500 B.C.); the Late Bronee Ape - Achaemenid peniod
(ca. 1500 - 330 B.C.); the Hellemstic peniod (330-145 B.C.); “MNomad”, Kushan and
Kushano-Sasanian periods, and the Hephthalite period (Sth - Bth centuries A.D.).

Margiana and Protozoroastrism
by Victor Sanamnidi. Athens: Kapon Editions, 1998, pp, 190, 76 [1gs; hb.

This book includes two appendices on pollen évidence for opium poppies by M. R,
Meyer-Mcelikyan, and a contribution on Indo-Arvans by J. P. Mallory, The remainder
of the book details the author's theonies concerning the ongins of Zoroastrianism and
Indo-Aryan dilTesion, illustrated pnmarily with photographs of finds and architeciure
from the author's continuing excavations al Gonur-depe

{We would like to thank Dr. 51 1, Simpson, Depariment of Western Asiatic
Antiquities, The Britivh Musewm, London, UK. for the informarion abouwt the above
three publications, )

Courtesy and Survival in Pashto and Dari
London: S.O.ALS., nod, pp. 73, £2.50,

This recently published low-cost booklet on the languges of Afghanistan, [ran, and
{northern) Pakistan does not pretend 1o be an all-encompasang goide; rather, it serves
as-an invaluable vade mecion for ravelers, students and NGOs on topics mnging (rom
grectings and numersls to health and conversation with refugecs. Transeniptions have
been simplified so s o rellect practcal usage with English phrases and senlences
provided alongside their Pashto and Dan equivalents in Ambic =cript. It would hoave
been desirable had the senipt been: printed and not hand-copied which will clearly
confuse leamers for whom the work 15 primanly intended.

The text is based on Pashio recordings undertaken by Dr. 8. Akiner al SOAS with a
respondent domiciled in Peshawar and, therefore; o speaker of Northeastern or “hard™
Pashio, the most imporiant dialect of which 15 Y usofzay'Y usulzay-Mohmand, The
promunciztion key (p. 3) does, however, draw the attention of leamers (o “hard” and
“50ll" phonemic differences. The latter refers (o the Southwestern (Kandahar) and
Southeastern (Quetta) dialects. For further study of Dan, it is necessary o include
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Wheeler Thackston, An Imiroduction 1o Persian (Bethesda, MD. 1993) in the
biblicgraphy (p. 7).

Magical Ancient Beads (from the collection of Ulrich J. Beck)

by Jamev D. Allen with contributions by Sumarah Adhyvatman, Maosd Spaer, Anne
Richter, Robert K. Liw and Ulnch J. Beck. Singapore: Times Editons 1998, UK
edition distributed by Tauris Parke. pp. 148, hb. £29.50.

This lavishly illustrated book is based on a private collection formed by Mr Ulnch J.
Beck. a retired Swiss architect with & private Museum of Orental Artin Albufeira on
the southem Portuguese coast. This collection was begun dunng the 1980"s; some of
the beads arc said to come from Afghanistan and the remainder were largely acquired
in Indonesia. This book is pnimanly marketed for the bead collector. [ts pnmary value
lies i the enlarged colour photographs of beads by Chnstopher Leggett and MNicole
Meisinger although the scenic backgrounds are of guestionable taste. The book
contains a foreword by Robert Liv, a preface by the owner, live briel essays outlining
the status of beads in the Mear East (Maud Spaer), ancient glass beads (Jamey Allen)
and beads in Indonesia (Sumarsh Adhvatman, Anne Richter, Jamey Allen),
concluding with 2 glossary of bead terminology and a shont bibliography.

The contributors admit the difficulties of dating and authentication given the lack of
any reliable information on provenance. The owners' acquisition of a nincleenth
century German (aceted camelian bead in central Bomeo further highlights the
problem of assessing the origin of beads even when they do have o provenance (p.
B2}, Salutory reference is also made (o the lacquening or polishing of glass beads in
order 1o enhance their appearance (pp. 46, 133), addivonal painted decoration on eve-
beads (pp. 100, 103), copics made in coloured resin (p. 98) or pastiches made by
joining different (rgments {p. 46, lop right & lefi).

Part of thiz collection reportedly derives from Afghanistan. These beads include three
cyhindncal etched camelian beads belonging 10 Horace C. Beck's Type | Group A and
doting to the sccond hall of the third millennium (p. 7). The grounds for the
ainbuicd dates of other beads s unclear: for instance, sub-oblate bronze beads and o
pendant reportedly discovered near Balkh are attributed to the Bronze Age (p. 77) and
oblate coloured glass beéads are attmbuted to the Achzemenid penod (pp. 68-69).
Ancther stringing of so-called “seal beads™ (pp. 64-67) actually consist of domed
chaloedony stamp seals of Sasanian tvpe although some, paricularly the contrepicce
on pp. 64-65, are of questionable authenticity. Glazed luience oblate and melon-beads
ilustrated on p. 60 are medieval mther than “Parthian”, a5 are live glased quanz
begds strung with other beads on pp. 63 and 70; these quarty beads are popularly
known as “Tears of Chnst” and have been previously reporied from the Levant and
Iran (P. Francis, Nishapur: An Early Islamic City of [ran’, Crnoment 1212, 1988, pp.
TE- 93); they are also aftested from the reviewer's own investigations al Merv,

Other beads illustrated in this book are said to come from Iran, These include some
oblate glass eve-beads attributed to “Amlash”™ (pp. 30-31), probably on the basis of
illustrations in 5. Fukai's book on Persian Glass (New York 1977), lotus-seed
camelian pendants attibuted 1o the Persian penod in Egypt but acquired in Pakistan
and more likely to date from the second or carly first milleaniom B.C. (p. 48) and two
Early Islamic softstone pendants with dotted cirele decomtion which resemble beads
from Mishapur and other sites but mis-atinbuted here to the Bronee Age (pp. 52, 54).

The subpect of Indonesnian beads lies beyond the reviewer's expertise. However, in her
easay on ‘Bead Magic in Indonesia’, Richter comments on the impact of 1slamic and
Christian beliel leading to a decline in the popularity and significance of beads in
local society. This raises intercsting questions over the significance of beads within
these or earlier periods in other regions: to what extent were they regarded as items of
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adornment, social symbolism or amulets? [ndeed, across the Islamic Mear East today,
it is for their amuletic powers - for which the colour or sometimes the shape of the
bead are crucial - that certain beads have been traditionally valued. These are wom by
women of children, at weddings, t© promote healing, love, fertility, lactation,
prospenity, Kindness and good forune or 1o prevent bad luck or sickness; they also
regularly feature as part of burial assemblages (SL J. Simpson, "Death and Bunal in
the Late Islamic Mear East: Some Insights F.r:um Archacology and Ethnography', The
Archaeclogy of Death in the Ancient Near East, 5. Campbell and A, Green eds., pp.
240-51, Oncford 1995, Wider cross-cultural analvsis inthe use of beads in Islamic amd

other societies might therefore offer instructive resulls,

The uze of ethnographic observations in the interpretation of archaeological daty is
partculardy relevant o the study of beads. However, this publication highhighis a
Tundamental difference in attitude o the publication of beads by many archacologisis
and colleciors that unfortunately rmther hinders comparative research. A rchacologisis
tend towands classilication by shape and matenal, illustrated with line drawings
andior black-and-white photographs, thus emphasising details of profile, perfomion
and decommtion. In contmst, uuflm:lm':i' publications - such as this book - have, through
miore Bavish use of colour, emphasised the visoal impact and stiractiveness of beads,
This approach allows closer companson with anthropological data on conlemporary
societics wherehy vanatons in colour, hardness and translucency are the crtical
propertics. Both approaches are of course valid but the best publications should
combine bath, Those intending 1o publish beads might take note!

Dr. St J. Simpson, Department of Western Astatic Anniguities ,
The Sritish Museum , London, UK.

Studies in the Yocabulary of Khotanese 111

edited by R, E. Emmenick and P. O. Skjervg. Vertffentlichungen der Kommission fir
Iranistik 27, Vienna: Osterneichischen Akademic der Wissenschaften, 1997, pp. 181 +
abbroviations: ATS400,

Conunwing the high standards of philological professionalism: established in the
publication of Paris | and |1 of this senes in 1982 and 1987, Professors Emmenck
{Germany) and Skperve (LUS.AL) have sought the collabomtion of Inner Asianists
such ax G. Canevascini (Swiltserland), H. Kumamoto (Japan): M. Magg (Italy); and
M, Sims-Willhams (LLE.) wexpand and ennch the diversity of etymological proposils
for this Khotanese project Incidentally, Canevascini, Maggi, Sims-Willinms and
Skjerve have either read or submitied disseriations in Khotanese Saka with Professor
Emmenck. The gencrl fommat has been retained here as in Pis. [and 11, namely, the
posiling of linguistic suggestions or emendations to carlier readings in Prof. Bailey's
Dictionary of Khoran Saka (Cambnidge, 1979 and miscellaneous Khotanese texts and
articles by others.

The monograph, like 1t predecessors, 15 a fowr de force. With ngour and wealth of
detail, the contributers delincate their conclusive [indings. conjectures, alternale
readings or misprinis for 654 entnes (as computed by this reviewer), Emmenck has
very senstbly insered cross-references and “a succinet indication of the conclusion
reached” for entnes studied in cartier volumes and the Dicrionary. The independence
and conclusions of the contributors has not been compromised: all have delended or
dizsagreed on mutual Nndings as evinced, for example, i the varant explicitions for a
sangle entry on the emphatic particle -i~q by Emmenck and Canevascim (pp, 25-28).
There is a felicitous relumn W the question of phdrra “splendour, forune™ (p. 1030,
The contention whether this wanderword s of Median provenance remains moot.
Both Bailey and Skjervp have offered different reasons for not considening it as
Median bul instéad stemming from Ol *hvarmak-.
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The paperback is printed in an excellent typeface; and onoe again we must
acknowledge the superb proofreading and publishing standards mainiained by our
German and Austrian counlerpans which perhaps is a [ast-fading cralt among British
and American publishers. Kholanese Saka 15 one of the more systematically
catalogued and evaluated of Middle Iranian languages thanks to the proneenng effonts
of early scholars chiel among them the late Sir Harodd Badley, 1o whom this volume is
appositely dedicated, and his prized stedent Ronald Emmerick. A lifetime’s labour
and ume hias been expended by them (o discovening the easternmost of all lranian
lunguages (his century thanks o which Ehotnese studies will ouresh into the next
millenmivm.

(BW)

The Search for Shangri-La, A Journey into Tibetan History
by Charles Allen. London: Little, Brown & Co, 1999, pp. 305, 2 maps, 26 colour ills.,
numerous line drawings, select bibliography, glossary, £17.99,

This engaging and readable book mixes namative accounis of the vanous joumeys Mr
Allen has attempted into far westemn Tibet with sections tracing the diverse curments
and elements he mainiains have contnbuted o the mosaue of thoughts and practices in
Tibet, and in paricular those of the Bon religion which, he argucs, drw on Buddhist
contacts carlier than those of the “official” advent of the dharma, as well as strands as
diverse as those from Centrml Asia and the Persian Empire and Chnistian ideas
brought by the MNestonans: “What is intnguing, however, 15 the survival within the
twe oldest religious sects of Tibet - in Bon and among the Nyingpa school of Tibetal
Buddhism - of a ritual known as Tshe-bang or “life consecration”™. The centml
clement of this nte is the distnbution by the officialing priest among the atlending
congregation of wafers of consecrated bread and wine sipped from a chalice - or
rather, barley-flour distributed in the form of small pellets and chang (fermented
barlev-beer) drunk lrom a common bowl.”

The book is not an academic treatise, though supported by a scholardy bibliography
{hete it is a pity that Professor Bivar masquerades as A. D, H. Birar) and a uselul
index, which succeeds in placing in the lap of the general reader the fruits of current
thinking on the melding of cultural influences in Inner Asia The mixed religious
affinities of Kanishka as revealed by his coins cmploy images of the Buddha less
lrequently in ke known examples than those of gods of Persian ongin, some of whom
later emerge as important Hindu gods, for example the rident-bearing, ithyphallic
CeshofSiva. The ongins of the Garuda, are traced o0 Mesopolamia and appear in
Shang-shung as the vehicle of Tonpa Shenrab, the banger of Bon. The word [or
g—mufu- in the old language of Shang-shung is shang. making the area the “Caleway of
the Garuda™. It is this Shang-shung which becomes Kyunglung in the Tibetan
language, the valley of the upper Sutlej, including the Mine Stacked Swastikas
Mountain (Kailas) which Mr Allen conciudes 8, by a sencs of linguistuc
transmogrnfications, Shangr-La.

In addition Lo distilling the complex religious history of Tibet, Charles Allen also
provides a succinct survey of the equally complex political history to be teased out
[rom various chronicies, supplemented by myths and poems. These threads serve 1o
reinforce not only how much Buddhist practice in Tibet owes 1o Bon, but also how
complicated are the sources of Bon itselll Although Bon i older than Buddhism as
preclised under that name in Tibet, its early history is extremely hard 1o unravel,
probably because of systematic ethnic and linguistic “cleansing” undertaken by the
followers of dharma. This, Mr Allen argues, happened during the second diffusion of
Buddhism in Gu-ge, the "land of the caves™ at the southermn end of the Garuda Valley
under it iwo greal propagaiors Rinchen Zangpo, the Great Translator, amd Atisha
The cleansing was spearheaded by the ruler, King Yeshe O whose 986 C.E. edict
proseribed Bon and destroyed its community. As a final twist of events, however,
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Charles Allen postulates an adherent of the old tantras flecing and eventually linding
refuge al MNalanda, by then one of the Tew Buddhist centres remaiming. Here the
teacher Maropa welcomed the fugitive, repackaged his ideas a8 the Kalacakra tantra
which, through Maropais disciple, Atisha, found their way back to Shang-shung.
“And so the legend of the hidden kingdom of Shambhala, based on the lost paradise
of King Kanishka's Uddiyana but now reinforced by the loss of Shang-shung, took
oo,

Hilarv A Smith, M. Phil, Travel consultant, London, UK.

Handbook to the Stein Collections in the UK.
edited by Helen Wang. British Musenm Occasional Paper Number 129 London:
British Museum Press, 1999, pp. 61, £7.50+p. & p.

Since 1995 regular Stein Days have been held: meetings where the worki in the Stein
collections could be discussed and expericnees exchanged (v, CIAA NL 1, Sepltember
1995, p. 4.). This handbook (v, CIAA NL & November 1998, po 500) is the result of the
collaboration of the curators, librarians and archivists in charge of these collections in
the LLEC It 15 o long-awaited and very wselol source of information for all those who
need 1o huve access o any tvpe of matenal concerming Sir Aurel Stein, including his
personal comespondence and the manuscripls, paintings, aneficts, coins and other
ohjects brought back Mmom his expeditions. The collections introduced are in London
the Bnush Academy, Bntish Library, British Museom, National Portrait Gallery,
Roval Asiatic Socicty, Roval Geographical Society, University College London and
the Victona and Alberi Museum: ouiside London the Bodleian Library, Corpus
Christi College, Oxfond University Press, Oxlord University School of Geography,
the Ashmolean Muscum and the Cambridge University Library. Some of these hold
only cormespondence, and the size of the collections is very different. This
comprehensive fist- 15 of special interest o the rescarcher as the Stein legacy is
sgattered 1n many different places.

Depending on the importance of each collection the length of the eniries vanes from
severnl pages to hall o page. First the formation of each collection is explained
followed by o description in varving detail. In the case of smaller collections and
especially those holding photographs and manusenpts only Tull details are given,
including catalogee numbers, but this approach would have been impractical 1n the
case of the larger collections: Even so il would have been useful 1o be consistent in
giving an indication of the svsiem of catalogue numbers in the case of cvery
collection. Each entry closes with a detailed list of “publications and practical
information on accessibility and the full sddress and contact number and e-mul of the
curntors in charpe, which is exiremely useful. The Appendices arc also very
informative and take up more than hall of the book. Appendix | gives a detuled
account of the Stein days held in 1995 and 1996 (these two were Open o the
interested public), Appendix 2 is a reprint of Stein’s obituary written by €. E AL W,
Oldham in 1943, Appendix 3 gives a chronology of Stein's life by Annabel Walker
and Appendix 4 15 un extremely uselul bibliography of Stein’s publications, including
his articles, noes and reviews in vanous langusges and reviews of Stein’s books by
other authors. Even references 1o Stein in The Times have been included, of greal
interest 1o those researching Stein’s life, who will also find the Tist of his medals and
the list of articles and books on Stein uselul, The Sir Aurel Stein Bibliography 188S5-
1943, edited by Istvin Endélyi o which reference 18 made on the last page has now
been published in Bloomington, Indiana (1999). Judging from the contents, Erdélyi’s
book gives Tunber details on the life and publications of Stein as well as including
several relevant anticles, which reveals the current inlerst in Stein’s work. 1L can only
be hoped that sinitarly detailed publications will soon be published on the Stein
matenal in ether countries as well in the not too distant future.

{LRS)
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Doctoral Dissertations on China and on Inner Asia, 1976-19590

An Annotated Bibliography of Studies in Western Languages

compiled and edited by Frank Joseph Shulman. With contnibutions by Patricia
Polansky and Anna Leon Shulman. Biblicgraphies and Indexves in Astan Studies, No.2
1948, xxviil, pp. 1055 £195.00.

This bibliography was published at the end of last vear. [t 15 an annotated, classified,
and indexed pude tooover D000 dissenations on China, Hong Kong, Macao,
Mongolia, Taiwan, Tibet, and the overseas Chinese, Mongolian and Tibetan
commumities. Research undertaken primanily: between 1976 and 1990 ol universitics
in forty countnes in virtually every academic discipline are included. Over halll of the
entries have never appeared in Dissertation Abstracts International. This volume also
provides detmiled information about the availability of these dissertations (rom
numerous sources worldwide, Compiled and edited with the support of the Henry
Luce Foundation and the Chiang Ching-kuo Foundution for Infemational Scholarly
Exchange. it provides reference to previously scatiered published and unpublished
information, Topics relevant o our readers inclede: anthropology and sociology;
archacology; architecture; art and art history; China and Chinese civilisation;
educanon; folklore, geography; history; ibranes and archives, literature; martal arts;
musie; religion and philosophy and Tibetan communities. Indexes by author,
st tution and subject are also provided

Tor order please contact Greenwood Pablishing Group, 88 Post Read West, P.O. Box
5007, CT 06881-5007, LLS.A. Tel:+1 203 226 3571; fax; +1 203 222 1502; e-mml:
customer-service®@ greenwoond.com;  web-page:  hitp/fwww. greenwood.com  or
Westport Publications Lid., 3 Hennetia Street, Westpori, London WC2E 81T, LLE.
Tel: +44 171 240 0856; [ax: +44 171 379 (609 e-mul: orders@ curospan.co.uk; web-
page: hlips/iwww errospan.co,uk
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April 28

May 12

June 16

June 30

July 21

CIAA SUMMER LECTURES 1999

Dr. Martha Carter { Independent Scholar, Madizon, Wisconsin,
LLEAL)

“Mewly Discovered Silver Vessels from the Penod of the Early
Tibetan Monarchy™

Dr. Osmund Bopearachchi (C.N.E.5., Pans, France)
“Recent Archacological and Numismatic Discoveries from
Afghanistan and Pakistan: Indo-Grecks Revisited™

Professor Prod Oktor Skjerve (Harvard University, LISA )
“Ohd Persian Zoroastinanism: The Achacmenid King belween
God and Man™ (seminar)

Dr. Jonathan L. Lee (Independent Scholar, UE.) :
“Alghaniztan’s cultural hentage after two decades of war”

Professor Mancy Shatzman Steinhardt (LUniversity of
Pennsylvanmia, Philadelphea, U.S.A )

“Beiting ( Xinjiang, People’s Republic of China): The City and
the Uyghur Rileal Complex™

LECTURES ARE HELD AT 6FM AT SOAS
IN ROOM G511 (MAIN BUILDING)

If vou would like to advertise in
the next issue of the CIAA
Newsletter, please contact us
for the advertising rates:

e full, half or quarter page

e publicity enclosures
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Dear Readers,

Since the autumn of last vyear the CIAA has hosted wvery
interesting lectures. We were happy to welcome back
Aleksandr Naymark, now an independent researcher, to talk
on his most recent research on the coinage of Bukhara on 7
October, 1998. A weak later John Hare, a conservationist
and explorer gave a very amusing account of the new results
of his recent expeditions to the Loulan area in Xinjiang,
P.R.C. On 29 October, Profesgsor Susan Huntington (Ohio
State University, Columbus, ©COhio, U.S.A.) gave a thought
provoking and extremely well-attended lecture on the
gubject of aniconism and the origin of the Buddha image in
the early Buddhist art of India. In November, Dr. Filippo
Salviati, now of the University of Fome in Italy, spoke on
the subject of Oriental motifs in medieval Westernm art. In
December, Professor Takao Moriyasu (Department of World
History, Faculty of Letters, Osaka University, Japan)
explained his views on “The Uighurs in Dunhuang around the
tenth-eleventh centuries.” This lecture gave a very
detailed insight into the research of this relatively
little understood period of Dunhuang's history. There were
two lectures in January. Dr. Li Chaoyuan (Deputy Director,
Shanghai Museum, P.R.C.) gave an illustrated presentation
of the recently exhibited Central Asian antiquities that
were on display last year in the Shanghai Museum. Most of
these objects had never been exhibited before, and many of
them are regarded as the meost important archaeclogical
finds of recent wyears. Professor Nicholas Sims-Williams
(Head, Dept. of NWear and Middle East, S0AS, University of
Loendon, U.E.) talked on “Polyandry in the Hindukush: A
Marriage Contract from Fourth Century Afghanistan®, an
extramely important document giving an insight into ancient
Bactria. Professor Sam Lieu (Macguarie University, Sydney,
hustralia) covered a wvery wide geographical area in the
February lecture on “Manichasan Art from Central Asia and
South China*, mentioning the many links with Western art.
Our March lecturer was Charles Allen, who based his talk on
his new book on The Search for Shangri-La, A Journey into
Tibetan History (v. p. 49. of this Newsletter).

We walcome Burzine K. Waghmar, a doctoral candidate in the
Dept. of Iranian Studies at SOAS onto the CIAA Committee.
We would like to thank once again all our contributors and
subscribers, who make the continuation of this Newsletter
pessible. As always we are very grateful for all news and
short reports sent to us, as we would like to continoe
providing a forum for the dissemination of all information
ralated to Inner Asian art. Thank you for your cointinuing

EuUpport.

Madhuvanti Ghose, Lilla Russell-Smith
(Editorial Committee)
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