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REPORT ON A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EARLY BUDDHIST 
CAVES OF KIZIL, XINJIANG UYGUR AUTONOMOUS REGION, 

'AND A FEW LIANG CAVES IN GANSU PROVINCE, CHINA| 
by Dr. Angela F. Howard. Rugers The Sate Universityof New Jersey, USA 

The primary_goal of this research project undertaken joinly with Professor Li 
Chongieng, Department of Archacologs. Beiing Universty. during. September. 
Octaber 1998, was to reconstrue the four-century ransmision of Buddhist atand 
eligion from Cental Asia o northwest China. | focused on he cave temple 41t of 
Kialand cxamined its impact on 4 few and e known late fourd-centary cave sies 
i Gans. The basic hypothesis of ths study is that the Chincse caves are dervative 
rom the Central Asian experienc. These caves are Wenshushan,Jnta and M. 

  

  

Two sgnifican beakihroughs in the sudy of Central Asan and Gansuar during the 
past twenty years warranted my revaluation of Kizils dating and it influence on 
‘Gansu. The eminent scholar Su Bai's revision o the dating placed the beginning of 
Kizil a1 300 A.D.,possbly even carer. This revised chronology bused on Carbon 
14 tesing justificd my. projectand lnt support o the idea tht the Buddhistat of the 
Gansu corrdor Was & beneliciary of the previous Central Asian experience. The other 
Sgnificant and faily recent breakthrough eniiled the Gansu caves | lsted above 
which Su Baj brought 1o our atenton in “The Liangzhou Cave Temples and the 
Liangzhou Siyle™ Kaogu tuebao 4 (1986): 768, He believed the caves 10 be 
represenatve of a distinct sy, the “Liangzhou Siyle’, at varance with the Northern 
WVei but dd ot clanty ully 15 components or s enesi. 

  

1 offr below some preliminary observatons, while a more scholrly assessment will 
be forthcoming. The.investgation starcd 2 the sites situaied ong the Gansu 
Comdor, Jntast and Mats,south of Ziungse, et the pine clad majestc stings of 
the Qinian Mounais. We proceeded then (0 the sie of Wenshishan, south of 
Jhuquan, lso cared inthe e mountain chain, bt in desert surtoundings. A fourth 
Gansu' comdor e, Tianushan, once locaied in the vienity of Wuwel (the 
Southermmostof the fhce owns)is no longer extant. 1 was able, however, 10 study 
Some of the remaining Tiantishan {escocs and clay sculpture which ar stored i the 
Gansu Provincial Muscum, Lanzhou. Ny investgation of he caves confimed the 
iniial hypothess tht they embody the fourh-century siyle popular under the 
‘dminisirion of the Liang clan. The structre of the caves, the docrinal content of 
e cave decor, and the sty of both painting and lay sculpiare, ll diffr rom those 

of the Dunhuan caves execuied ate the 439 A D. Northern Wei dymasty conquest of 
he Gansu comdor, Further study of this evidence wil clay wheher the sits | 
visited are all o be ascribed to Norther Liang patronage of o s pedecessors. | offer 
elow some observations on the Liang componentfactorsof thes caves 

  

  

“The two Jinas caves situated at an altitude of 2800 m are the best preserved. Tucked 
away in the midstof soaring mountins, they are inaccessible without the hlp of the 
Zhangye Culural Relics Burcau (entrance is aso barrd by doors). The two Jntsi are 
very arge caves of the supa il type. The East Cave i the largest, bing about 10 
mwide, § m docp, and 6 m high. s contrl tupa is formed of v ters,each one st 
adomed wilh Neilpreserved clay images whose size decteases a5 one ascends 
Towands the ceiling. Spare fragments of rescoss are sl visible on the wall surfce. 
The. mult-tered consiniction of the cental stpa-pilar is the most sinking 
development of Liang cave temples, while the facial taits of it clay sculpture 

T et (e by te Nt Endowact o the s (SRD, Usivesy Teahers Felowtpe o (v CIA KL 7 Aprl 198 171  
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indicate th thoic origin of their non-Han patrons. The costume and jewelry are 
mgue a5 well. 
“The st of Matis has two consiuent parss: the diapdaied Northen ie presenly occupicd by 3 lempe scrvng an SR minonty of Tibean cviacton and the uantodon (Thousind Buddhas Caves). A h It s nlya couple of &l caves r extan (ke oot e dated Tane): o o ha a fourored ccirl g plae h cay sclpre of which has mosty disnicgraied: Cave EAght wilha sy 12 ot s s phory preseri. Due 1o sich damaged condions, U ecion of Mat ifers only lmpses of s fomer beliance. The Wenshushan evidence 1 imporint specially fo 1 fesoes. The cave srctue 13 s of gt valu snce lher ndan Spproachcs 10 monstc paces ar avaable besdesthe quiessndally Liang 5up il consucion. Thrte Wendhushan. v are faly wel pronca: Thtr imensons re moxet 1 comparson o the s, but e docirin complesity and brilance of their painung is very excilng. a for example, in the Qunfodong. The celing decoraton of e rccntly found Cave (Wch ha ot el been numbered o o) immedtel feminds oné of Kivihan gcen and bue decoraive paters. 1 
Tiing anges appear i s from a Kizilia conex. Ter 3 mumerour aves st Wenshushan, bt hey ar compleicl gued. Amons them, Howercr: oné can il recogmise  vihara Sctur (el hal M i Sels on cach 1), e et S remaining evidence of monasic e n Chin 

   

  

  

The final desdnation of this escarch projct was Kzl where | stayed for ine days. 
Chen Shiiang, who heads the Kizl Rescarch Insitut, most generousy allowed the 
Vit and study of all mnety-cigh remaining caves. Kizal 18 formed of four disunct 
Tocations, the G and Gudong (West and East Guly), which ae provided withstairs 
Ieading 1 the caves, and the Gunei and Houshan (Tnner Gully and the Back Side of 
the Mounain), where 0 visitthe caves s a challenge, unless one as some climbing 

il The carist K evidence islocated in the Gusi where Caves 13, 38,4, and & 
arc comsdered to be he carles remaining, executd a th st of the ot cenury 
Al supapillar caves with 3 comdor uounding the srucure. 

  

   
  

  A prliminary comparison betsen the Kl and the Gansu corridor evidenc shows 
{mportant coninues bebeen he 5o arcas: the CmphAL e on st devotion 
the use of Theravada iconography. adopion of similar chromatie effects (blue and 
reen) cspecially in one of the Wenshushan caves. n he Gansu caves there are 
owever, 5o modification. The mostobvious perains (o the cental pillr siueture 
el i 15 detsched fom the cave’ssurrounding wall and magniied verically 
e ise of exclusively Gansu adapiations are embiematc o the suength of s local 

culure: A study of the Liang e a patrons of Buddhis ar,of the influcnce foregn 
monks xercised on them, and of the coevisience n the comidor of Buddhism with 
radiional Han colture (Daown and Confucianism) should expiain why the Lisng 
Were capable of tranfoming in such 4 short span of tme the formua they had 
receved from Cenral At 

   

“The projct ncaifyin the rlationsip of Buddhism and st i two distint s Centar Asa d ot Chi.camies another importantimplicaon n e, by Irking the o the Gan cormdor 1 he Kl mode 1 How the soundness of S 
B’ eviad chronolog. Moreove, i rviscd hronology srongly colrasts with he il 300 A daling s 0n S dierepces e i the it i ofthiscenty by Griwode)and Yo Le Co. he Germa team Whch it Tvcsgatod Kint The Gman schois ol 3 chronogy based chiely on e vataons modeled 0y Uh ndin and Saanian rons wih Whch ey were i, Alinough Knowledge oftese o Ul 15 sl 3 rtig poyt, at Ok i e s> Ul Th Gao e, ot ka0 e Getan St lords now s ore. ccuricand car dating, Wesersat stonans must o recomsder the controversial - imditions” datng of Ki ar. 
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EXCAVATIONS IN THE TASH-KTRMAN OASIS OF ANCIENT 
CHORASMIA 1995.97 

by Swend Helms, Sydney Universiy, Sydney, Ausiali 

Since 1995 excavations in the Tash-K'rman ousis of cas-bank clasical Oxus river 
(Amudar'ya) Chorasmia have boen conducted under the auspics o the University of 
Sydney Cental Asian Programme (USCAP)! and the Karskalpak Branch of the 
Urbek Academy of Sciences? This part of cast-bank Chorasmia is the only 
archacological 7one that the Chorasmian Archacological Expeditin, (ounded by S. P 
Tolsov and others, dd not fully explore It is also the lust arca in which fosil 
surfaces (akirs) have ot been terminally distrbed by modem sgricultual 
explotation and whete the water table 1 sulfcienly low o allow access t basal 
vl of thelager aniquity sies. 
Despite large-scale exploration and excavations since the 1930', Chorasmia remains. 
somewhat of an enigma, long With the lands o the north-cast in the dela of the 
Clasical Javaries iver (S'r-dar'ya) Known in ancient sources s the land of Saca. 
“These northem regions o th greaer Indo-ranian borderands ie n th threshld of 
the Inner Asian scppe and ther socil, cultral,political and cconomic development 
Tagged for behind that of regions south of the Zarafshan fver (.. Sogdia, Bactri, 
and Margiana) and only entered 1o the intemational culural (and pertaps also 
cconomic) ambitof he laie Ion Age in about the TUhth centuries B.C. an abrupt 
Ghange from 3 seppe Bronze Age (the Andronovo cultre) heralded by a otally new 
potery reperoie which has parlel throughout he Indo-ranian region. Chorssmia 
el 1s among sveral candidats for the ocation o the *Aryan Expanse’ and even 
for the homeland o the ministry of the prophet Zoroaster! Both Chorasmia and the 
Tand of Saca appear n caly Achacmenid iings of arapis but their status interms. 
of Persian siate conrol after, say, Anaserses | is uncerain. Ceraaly by the 4 
century B.C. Chorasmia was an independen sae, i only on the word of Amian who 
mentions Pharasmencs, king of the Chorasmians, who visis Alexander in Markand 
(ATrasiabiSamarkand) fn 3297328 B.C. and whose lands are said 1o border on those of 
the Colchians and the Amazons in the west The hypothetical extent of this lost 
Kingdom was augmented by Tolsto® when he shifted the location of K'ang ki 
‘Westward This Kingdom of K'ang-kutunder Pharasmencs would thussieich from the 
Vol or Url avers © Lake Isykul, bordered in he soulh by the Kara-kum and 
Kiz'-kum deserts north of Sogdia and Margiana. Afler 329/328 B.C. Chorasmia 
disappcars from Persian and Grek rcords entrely and i only alluded © i the Han 
‘Annals” (whence Tolsor'sreconsiuction). This i strangein view of the proximity of 
‘Sogdia and cspecally Baciia and it unkque Grock corn issues up o the middle of the 
20 centuy B.C. and the soulhward movement of the Saca and the Y ueh-chih. The 
it of Chorasmis during e pre-Kushan and Kushan eras is cqualy ncbulous. The. 

  

  

  

     

  

  

  

    

1 USCAPis dited by ALY G, Bets (Sydoey Universi). 
The cxcavanos e Kokl Al ArchaelopclExpedion sre oy diected by S ¥ i (Sydas Unneriy and Prfesr Yad X, Vagod (st of Archcooey isory gk, Nk S S s 0 V. N. Yagodn (197 “Facavatos & Kara v e T K o v o et Chiain: el e 1n 3545 
S Tobson, 1962). o devin dlon Ol Yoo Mson: Nk 
Noraally ket el o he 7 cntry ..o e .S s d Yogdin 197, 
S Tato, (1959 Au den Sparen der alcoresmischen K, e Vet Kl s 
Forc Se fo cxampe 1. Mk, (1958) Webror s Aron. Unrichangn s mhischen 1 
eechichlchen Landesbund on Ostrin Lo el  



  

CIAA Newsletter Issue #8_Aticles 

  

reat sie of Toprakckal® fulls into the later ime frame and s archilectre snd Sculpuue reflects the Kushan dynastc siyle: but this does not prove Kushan 
Suzerainty over the land (for example, not one tem of Buddhis pracice has been 
found, ‘whereas such evidence.increases exponentally from the Zarafshan river 
southard: Chorasmis, above al othe ancien lnds of Cenral Asa, a3 stronghold of the Zorcastnan religion in various forms, wel 1t0 the Muslm era). According (o 
the current sae dating (which is quesionable) major sites continued t flurish well 
into the 4(h century A.Do Tollowsd by new occupation wsually atlbuted o the 
‘Altghid dynasty? up o the advent o Isiam. 

  

  

The objectvesofthe Karakalpak-Austrlian Archacologcal Expedition s, iniially. et e gl o ears e e M ety B e e T Cntury ALD, i order 1 augment and veny the now mch detroycd archacological emains Gopiouly rcorded. by the Chorsmian Archacological Expedion In dditon o comprehensie.daiabse s beng crcied For the whole of ancent Choriema. n short the main 2 1 0 Schene car vl ecomstcton of 4 el Simpy T the presamic perod Two major s e Under vsigaon: Tou Fimaneiep b the e of  lrge regional regows sancary: Kavakl -yathan 1 4 masive b’ s (over 36 hecares) which may have bcn (he captl of Chorasmia 
Uplo he 15020d centuns A 

  

  

  

  

Tashirman-tepe 
“The sit i locaed on an ancient canal system and coversan aea of about 10 hctars, 
There arc o main parts yisble o he surface oday: 3 monumentl samped mud 
and md bick platform with a contrally located tempie: and oulying buildings. None 
ofthe remains suggest domestic. industria or Tunctions. Given the excavaled 
evidence s ikl thal Tash K rman-tepe had 4 religioussignifcance. 

       

“The platform consitsof two-metre high thick samped mud walsretaining a plafom 
‘which was made with aliematng layers of seile <and and mud brcks. A preiminary 
(relative) consruction daie basd on potery inds, poits o the lte S or carly 
century B.C.10 Purpose built shallow’bins pased and scaed with bicks have been 
Tound 1 various placos on the platiorm Al of thes contan packed ashes. There arc 
Signsof carie consiructon a he norh end of the patfor Which are clatively dated 
10 the so-called Archaic perod (T6th centuies B.C.). indicaing that he complex 
may have a very caly beginning. The supposed templ ies 3 the geometrical centre 
o the platform and consists o & seies o regularly jogged comdory Surounding o ceniralcela. This cela (ony partaly excavated) was feconsiucied by mserting o 
Jarge brck podium which, according 1o pollery finds, dats o the Kushan era 
begunning in the 2nd century A.D. Archiectual paraics an best be found o TAkhLH 
Sanghint o the Temple of the Oxus which was bullt in the 3rd centry B.C. but 
which slso conained purely Achaemenid objets in s treasury. The outying 
buidings 1 the south of the temple at Tash k'Jman-epe contain bick sealed bins 
wilh ashes similar o those on the platform. Tentatvel' then, the complex ai Tash 
Kiman-tepe 1 imerpreied 3 place of e worship. s szc, ven ih comparison 
wilh the much farger Temple of the Oxus, migh idenify it s the regional religious 
centre of (u leas) castbank Chorasmia Which flounished. in one form or anothr, 
rom the Archaie period wll 1o the Kushan er 

  

  

   
A Rapopor and - I Nersik (ed) (1959) Toprt ol Drores. Moseon: Nk Nk and I A Ropogn () \91) Goroehe Toprok kt (rasopts 19651975 5. Nioscow:Nauks 

Sec ms and Vagin 1997 AL e Tt cemy BC. dts o s elatin: 3 s chrooloy ill e 1 be 
chived it 15 dkrmtens. 1B oy ad T R iisin (198) “The empic of the Oxa, el o the Roval 
Ao Socien 3 168   
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Kazaki'hyatkan/Akeharkbane-Kalesi 
Kaakl'iyatkan is the largest, most complex “wrban’ site (0 be found in ancient 
Chorasmia. with the excepion of Kiuzeli-¢'in? and Kalal'ig'ie in west-bunk 
Chorasmia. The former belongs 1o the beginning of the Archac period (706t 
century B.C) and s archicture was.thought by Tolsow o eflec Avestan 
characientcs 4 The later, Kalals ', is atiributed 1o he late Archac period (ca 
Sth century B.C.) and presents some evidence of at the very least culural Connection 
with the Achsemenid cmpire in terms of arhitecura style and decoration 1 The 
current dat range of Kazakl'-yatkan s betwoen the Sh centry B.C, and th 150200 
Century A.D. The st consists of o parts. A ower enclosure (about 7 hectares) was 
efended by galleied wall ome & meres wide withregularly spaced arow Siis and 
fowers. One comer tower has been parly cleared Showing thit already in the St 
century B.C. the forfcatons included a proreichisma 10 or outwork (alowing the 
line o trce. An upper enclosure was st nto and onto the norh-west comer o the Tower and i st standing some 15 metzes sbove the ower race of forficaions. This 
enclosure s heavily forufied with & melre square two-sioreyed towers (the cormer 
ones enlarged), gallried curains Wil anks of arow sis, and 3 seres of 
prowichismata. T complex galeways of the “abyrinh before wall ype e visible 
n' the surface. These i access 1o the lower enelosure. Traces of monumental Siructures are visible within the upper cnclosure. These may be nierpreted 38 non- 
Sccula i trms o their archilecture, There 1 onc obvious temple and 4150 3 tmenos 
of some kind. The most impeosing ruin, howetr, was bulla the prcise cente of the 
enclosure and consists of o 10-meire square towers flanking & pardy preserved 
barrel vaull with o 4.5 metr span. Sondages sgainst the exinior of tis COMPIE show 
hat the foundations are decp and. ik the temple i TashK tman-epe, are st into 
and on a platform ofsterle sand and mud bricks The earicst reatve ot ascibed 
these remains is in the Sth century B.C. There are, howeer, remains of caricr 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

     

  Kazakl'i-yatkan may have been the capital of ancient Chorasmia ss carly a the i 
century B.C. The sve of the seulement, the massve and much rebuil foufications, 
‘and the "saed enclosure” nderline the importance of the pace. A close paralel may 
e scen a Dil'berdzhin-tepe in northern Afghanistan, whose enclosure 1 o similar 
proportons and whose inerior is 1o filed with temple of various kinds. The major 
Excavated emains at Dil'berdzhin-tepe belon o the Kushan cra but, were obviously 
buill on Greco-Bactrian and even *Achaemenid: siructure. The cental compley in 
the upper enclosure of Kazakl'-yatkan has ben idenifed s mausoleu (. naus 7) 
on the basis of archiectural parafel the beat of which,alinough much smallr, was 
Tound at Ar-Khanoum. I this i s, the it s possible that Kazakls-yatkan (s the 
capial) was the bunal place of the st Kinge and queens of an independent ‘Chorasmia, ncluding perhaps Pharasmencs himself nd perhaps even Hystaspest? 
e frst pairon of Zorcasier. Excavations will continte in 1995 

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

12 Totaon 195 
B Totuon 1951 
4 Sce S W, Helms (19) Evcoations t ld Kdtar i Afhanisto, 19761978 sratgraph, povir sk i, Onont. Aot (AR It St 8 

See S P Taton 1962 A fgment of & il beaded sove capial wes foud in 2 sl Ryt bl This fagment b 5 dree el o o moonetl Copis 1 S s Fescpol. Recnty s wih s gt was found ¢ oo Wriog ooge o Ronctes oo ek yt 
16 Sce AW Lence (1979 ek Aims in Forficaon Ol Cltodon s 

V.S Dukgomkor (198) "Onacnil ' soonabeniys Dot Dy Bokri 
s 

- Grene (1588) L praiges v dans [ Ave ol el de s congute e 
19 Pasb Ret Emeycopadic (1919591592  
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RECENT DISCOVERIES OF COIN HOARDS IN AFGHANISTAN AND. 
PAKISTAN: A QUESTION OF CLANDESTINE DIGGINGS AND THE 

TLLICIT TRAFFIC IN ANTIQUITIES 
by Dr. Osmund Bopearachehi, C.\.RS. Paris France.! 

During the course ofth st s years many hoards conaining carly Indian (ben.bars 
and punch.marked), Indo-Greek. Indo-Seythian, Indo-Parthian and K corns have 
bcen found in Pakisan and Afghanisian. Most o Uhee hoards were discovered ether 
aceidentally o a the resultof landestine diggings. ancient sics in Afghanistan, ke 
AV Kianum and Hadda have recenty been pllaged and looted and for thi reason 
reat number of hoards were uncarthed and have ofen trmcd up in Pakistans bazaars 
rin he Earopean coin markets. Apart rom a few hoards 1o which I ave ad direct 
‘ccess, mostof them have been scaered world-wid and | ave been confronted with 
the problem of econsttuing them. During my fecent visis o Pakisan | was abl to 
Eather more lable iformation about the contents of some hoards. | also went lo 
many places o investgai he circumsiances in W hich the hoards sere found. The 
resulis of these investigations have been published from ime (o time in various 
Jourals. | sill have not finished studying them. s0 my only aim here is o present 
brchy he provenance and important charscienstics of these hoards and 0 make some. 
obserations regardin heir Gomposiion. WHe devcloping these aspects | wih (o 
iake the libety o focs your aenton on one of the major problems that hisiorians 
and archacologists have 0 face today when suudying the history of Central ASa: (hat 
i the question of clandestine diggings and th lcit i i aniq 

  

  

  

  

As we know, the study of hoards and coins s vialespeciall for the cnigmatc period 
of Central Asian and Indian history. The prime importance of numismae eidence i 
reconsirucing the histor of the Grecks and of the nomadic tbes Who reigncd over 
Contral Asia-and India. aftr the death of Alexande the Great has becn righly 
cmphasised by many hisorans. I s because of the sarcty of ancient texts nd of 
avallable archacological daa (hat the. mumismatic cvidence consutuis e man 
Source for he reconsiructon of ther hisiory. These coms carry 4 grea desl of 

{nformation enabling s t undrstand tei role within & historical contex and this 5 
conveyed 0 us i many different ways. Apar from th desien and ineripions which 
consttte the basic clemenls for identlying them, the stve, overstikes, mining 
echniques, metrology. conography. long Wih the find spos sssocied Wi 
particular monograms, enable s o evaluate geographica localsaion of diffeent 
Kindoms and 1 define 10 a certain evien a relaie chronology fo the Kings who 
issued then. 

     

  

  

  

  

Apart from the (w0 major fnds of Mir Zakah and AY Khanum, which will be 
Giscussed 10 4 ceriain exient in this paper, many other minor finds were made in 
‘Alghanistan, bu thei exactprovenance s o known. I is esond doubt that al these 
ther finds e the result of clandestne dhggings. A hoard contining imitations of 
Athenian “owl',coins of the ‘cagle’ sencs and of Sophytes wat found mos probably 
in 1990 in norther Afghanistan and was Lter published by H. Nicolt et & M. 
Amandry (1964). Apar from the 65 coins ha thy have catdogued, many other coins 

  

  

  

1 T aricc v b o the paper prsctd t the ks g by the Cenl Asian ik Road Working o Uity f Cafomss Bk, 15 A 0 b ol Decaint 1997 
TH repot 1 based, 0 the e oy ovesptons caried oot n Pk, Germany I, Frace, U5 A ond i e 1993 and o s e oot v o coleapes. | kv e Kosmen o el san Nt Reearch o e ol Nt Sy of Gret B 4 he sy SIk Ko Felowdbs   Progrnme (o h s i bich i e 1o oy ot e 
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bclonging to the same hosrd appesred in the coin market in recent ycars. | have 
published fiv ofthem csewhere s 
One very important hoard was found in recent years in Tadjikisan. The hoard was 
found in Kb,  village stuted on th rght bank of the river Ovus,on the opposie 
bank from At Khanum: 1 was taken to Peshawar for sle and coniined more than 
iy teradrachms and 700 obes of Seleucsd and Gracco-Bactrian kings. During the 
course of the s S ycars more than twenty cou hoards wer found in Pakistan and | 
ad access 1o most of them. Nowadays most of the ancient itcs in Pakisan are 
occupied by Pakistans or Afghan refugees. Villages are bult on the mounds, while 
Sl from the mounds has bech s 0.buld the cxieior walls. The drums of dncient 
columins ar sometimes used s weight for doors. Farmers have found such hodrds 
‘while ploughing felds close 0 the ancient city walls. About eight years ago, while 
digging the earth o build 4 house, some vllagers of Shaikhan Dher found & hoard of 
600 gold coinsof Kanishki. 
Clandestine diggings have been going on for many years in Pakisan. As 3 resul 
many stes around Pushkalavat are now compleely desroyed. In Febriary 1994, an 
carthen pot conaining twenty Kilograms of Indo-Scythian and Indo-Parthian coins 
Was disovered in the ancient ity of Pushkalavat, Composed marny of dcbased 
Siver coins, the whole hoard was found very tighly climped together. Treasure 
Hunlers st tned 0 brcak s with mmers and Yarous other hsirumenis cxpectng to 

find some gold in the middle. Failing thi,they used  pickaxe, and broke it jto three 
picce. In Sheer ignorance they gotrd of the whole hoard for & handful o rupees 
Aman'ur Rahman, who has acquired the e hourd, s now in the process of 
Cleaning it Once ihi techmical problem is soved, the hostd will be availabie 1 
Sholars for urthr stdics. Three more hoards Surfaced 1 the Peshawar baaar in 
1997. They are sull uncleaned, but apparenly are composed of Indo-Seythian and Indo-Parthian oins. Othr hoards have been found recently n Pakisan i the village 
of Khar near Pandyaly in the area of Bajur in the North West Fronter (October 
1993)% in Wesa, a village in the Chach region (January 1994y in Mian Khan 
Sanghou n the Mardan distriet (Decermber 1993 in a broken vase in the bed of the 
Swat nver ncar Khauikheai in the Swat valley near Suidu-Sharif (1992)" in 
Siranwal,  remote villae siated mid-way between Gujranols and Siakol (1990, 
1993)%in Sara Salh, situated on the North West Fronter i the Abbottabud distict 
(anuary 1994), and i Atock 

  

  

“The coin hourd mst important for it histoicl valu probably came from the ancient 
st of At Khanum in Alghanisan. 111 ificoll o Say whether all he coins were 
Tound in the same spol or in ifferent places. What i certain is hat il coins in 
question are Gracco-Bactrian, struck acconling o the Atic sandard. The toal number 
Varies accordingto dierent informers. The hoard or hoads may have contained more 
than 1,000 coins. For the ast s years, Al Khanum has been systematicaly pillaged 
and looted. Al the Cornthian capals have been removea from the s, | have seen 

  

O B Spkyes, e cagmt ke o Csnd A’ Mot Gl 195, 
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Photographs aken by a Japanese hisorian who weni o the sie in 1993, which clearly 
Show people loading marble and stone pilrs and capitals onlo a mumber o (rucks 
parked inside the boundares of the ancient . They are recycled for constrction 
purposes. Huge holes have been dug everywhere. Treasure huners have used metal Getéciors onginally brought o the counry lo deloct Russan land-mincs. This 
{nformation was ko conveyed 1o me by two forcin oflicers who. orked 1 
‘Alghanisan for UNO and who went 1o A Khanum in 1994, One Showed me a 
ragment of a Connhian capial given o him s a present by & Iooter. A cerain 
number of bronzes probaby from At Khanum shs0 appeared n th London market in 
May 1994. I recent years more and more bronze sitves of Heracles from Al 
Khanum have reached the Peshawar bazaar. In Janary 1998 1 s, i th same buzaar 
a gold bracelet in the form of & snake with reek leirs cngrahd on the surface 
‘which lso seems to have come rom A1 Khanun, 

  

One of the largest ancient coin deposits ever atested in the history of mankind was discovered, accidentaly. in 1992 in he vllage of M Zakah, stuated 53 ki north- 
cas rom the iy of Garde in Afghinisian. According (o my enquiries i must ave 
Consised of thce 1 fourtons of gold, Silver and bronse coins,daing from the fourth 
Century B.C. o the Second century A.D, 11 s sl believed that i contained more than 
0 hundred Kilogram of god objecs Thisreport s bused on what 1 have seen in the 
Pakistani bozaars and on what | have heard from diffrent people who have been to 
the find-spot. OF cours, sccond-hand information should be handled with exteme 
castion especially whe our nformers have  endency cithr 10 exaggeri o o 
romaniicse the event. We sl do ot know under what circumstances the deposi was 
found. According 10 e rumour going around the Peshawar bazaar, a woman from 
Nir Zakah one day while eiching wale from  paricular sping famous for s swecl 
watr found  gold coin in her vessel. Onee alencd, the neighbouring illgers humed 
10 the find:spot and starid dgging. | was also iformed hat many were killed over 

‘onnership lams. The gold couns and jewllery of high value Were sold to Japanese, English and American collectors f antiquites for millions of dolas. | managed 1o 
obiain some photographs of £0ld and Siver object rom 3 deser in Inlamabod. 
Among them ‘were & seated lion holding & cervid in 1 laws. an ibex with coled 
oms, an cagle perchd on a sockc, @ paque depicing 4 ‘masie of beasts weaning 
nomadic dress, & Dionysiac face,eic. Peopl n (e bazaar deseribed o me 4 iver up. 
ncrusted with precious stones, with a gold medallion inside i I scems that his ame 
Cup has entered a pvate coliceion 1n New York. The photographs of this object 
Correspond o the deserption given to me by my Pakisan fiends, I January 1998, 1 
Was abl to see with my own eyes a simia? ilver cup wih a medallion of Dionysus 
inside i It also seems 1o have come from Mir Zakah. A few lefiovers, especially 
roken piecesof jewelley, ke canngs, pendants, braceles ei. can sl b scen i the 
Peshawar bazar 

  

  

  

1 was able to examine in the same bazaar sx sacks full o coins, cach weighing ity 
Kalograms. The sceptcism of some scholars Who have thought that the corns in question came from the Kabul Museum, as  resut of te recent pillage and havoc, 
ould be climinaied a once by looking a their condiion. Al the coins are corered 
witha lack layer of sulphide or mud. 1. 

  

These firy-ale discoveries have now become an unending nightmare. The finding of large quanttcs of couns within o shot perod of time s cased many problems. 
leaving very lite tme to-explore their immense historcal importance. The 
discoveries were unfortunatly made at very bad moment. The polica msabiliy n 
‘Alghanisan makes mpossibie any alempt o have thes hoards presersed 1n  local 
muscum fo furthe study. I May 1993, ok resltof th civil wa i Afghanisan,the 
Natonal Museum of Kabul was estroyed by seveal rockets and subscquenty looed 
“The photographs of the completely destroyed Kabul Muscum were published in /1 
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Giornale del'Arte 4119, Fbruary 1994) These photographs were sken in October 
1595, during the visit 1 the deSuoyed museum by M. Sotrios. Mowsours, o 
representative o the General Secreary of the UNO and Mr. Nodjibulah Popa, e 
Director of the Muscum. Not a single o i ef in the cabinets where formerly over 
ihiny thousand coins were sored. Coins from the frs Mir Zakah hoard, the Kabul 
hoard,the Qunduz hoard (627 Gracco-Bactnancoins an ther mitations). coinsfrom 
the excavation of Al Khanum ncluding o major hoards, and from Begram, were 
among those Tooed, Only th coins ffom Tepe Maranjan, belived o be in the vaults 
of the Prsidental Palace are sk tobe nict 

  

According to an aricle by Iitiz Hussain, which appeared in the Fronser Post in 
Pukisian (80 Apri, 1994) the CIA recoveied sntiquies n three different raids in 
Peshawar. The objects were alegediy solen from the Kabul Museum some tme ago 
The two arested were the agenis of 4 gng operatinginthe U A- and ofher Westem 
counties, acconding 10 the.police, Such acuviis have been inked Lo heroin 
Smuggles. Similaly, all the cois om the Qunduz hourd were s aken 10 London, 
then 0 the USA. and inally to Germany. Everybody seems (0 have refused t0 buy 

these wel-known cois. Fortunatey al th coinsof his hoard are well pubished and 
ilusraed, and dealrs and colletors did not want 10 take the sk of acguiing them. 
Out of the 115 coins from the Tehaman-Hazoun hosrd tha Daniel Schiumberger 
published, 13 cons suddenly appeared in the Peshawar bzaar in 1954, and were 
inknowingly purchased by Aman ur Rahman, a Pakistan colecor. When preparing 
the publication of his collcton, | realised thal thse 14 coins were the stolen property 
of the Kabul Museum. My Pokisani friend willingly agrecd (o donate them o 
UNESCO. Some of th coins found i the excavations of A Khanum have now begun 
0 appear i th London coin market. Already thice out o the s Siver bilingual 
coinsof Agathocls depicting the Hindu deites Balarim.Sapkaréuna and Vasudeva 
Krsna have been i the London market. 1 have compleely lost touch wih thes coins 
rom A Khanum and Qunduz. From time (o e, one or o coin appear n he salc 
catalogues mixed withthe corns from rccen inds. | is0 S & bronze atuec in the 
London market formerly in the Kabul Mascum, which had been found n the Begram 
excaations by Joseph Hackin 

  

“The fat of the coins from the first Mir Zakah deposi is much wors: of 1000 coins 
ket in the Kabul Muscum, only 20 were ilustrted n th short caalogue done by R 
Curil. Ths i is now mpossible 1o know whether the coins appearing in salc 
catlogues are from the recent hoards o from the looted coi cabincts of the Kabul 
Muscum. The best gold and ilver objects and coins found i the second deposi of 
Mir Zakilh have already been dispersed all ovr the world and there is 1o hope, at 
least Torthe moment,of eeping track of their fnal destraton. Thi task his become. 
xtremely diffcu because 1 is not casy (0 know whether most of the gold objects 
ht T have seen are all realy from the Mir Zaksh deposit or from Tilia Tepe. Wild 
rumours perist about the Whereabouts of more than 20, 000 Bactran gold objects 
from Tila Tepe legally excavaied by the Russan archacologiss. It 1 normally 
cieved that al hese gold objcts were never given o th Kabul Museu, but being Keptinstead n a vault n tho Natonal Bank i the Presidental Place from November 
19781 have 50 far seen not a single piece which could be from the Tilia Tepe 
Bactian goids as published by Sarianidi As we know, Saianidi excavaied ix out of seven graves. It scems tht the seventh grave wasilcly excavaled some years ago 
‘and some o the gl objects may have come from these diggings. | met one Afghan 
daler who has been 1 th st and his account of the grave corresponds well (0 the 
escription given by Saranid rganding the other six tombs. Muscums and imporiant 
organisations have of course he ight o refus to cquire any of these lems akn ot 
from Afghanisian ilcity. All my aiempts 1o convince responsibi organisatons to 
preserve this trunk oad of extremely valuable documentation came t othing. I this 
Stwation, virually nothing can be done 1o save the cois and objects found in the 
sccond Mir Zakalh deposi. In fact, according 0 very rellable sources, more than 2,500 
Kilograms of the hoard were aken to Switerand iy, and are row being kept in 
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Bascl. These coins were spparcnily taken from Peshawar in a private ircraf. | learmt 
from competent authorities hat, accondng 10 Swiss legislation, the whole deposit has 
now become lgal 
Any war against trafickin in antiquites through Peshawar will be ostcven befor it 
is tarted. In an aricle entiicd “The Antquiics Trade: a police perspectve” which 
‘appesred n the book Antguiies Trade or Betraved Legall Elical and Conservation 
Iisues, published in 1995 (p. 224), Richard Eilis describes how the police recived 
information that a deser 1 London was trafficking i sntiquities plundered from 
Pukistan and Afghanistan. The Ars and Antiquites Squad in colaboration with the 
Department of National Herage investgated the deale, obiaind search warranis and 
cised sbout 40 Gandharan Buddhas 1 temple riezes. A map marking the find.sie 
of the largest piece was found, and the smugglers 3 iher roue from Pakisian, va 
Japan, 0 the West could be identiied A fullreport was sen 1 the Pakistan Embssy 
in London, the National Museum in Pakisian. and via Inerpol (0 the Pakisan Police 
il wih a Hicw 1o proving that these objecs had becn toen from Pakistan, n order 
{hat the deser could be prosccuicd fo dishonestly handling the tems. Af than 18 months of inacton on the part of the Pakistan aulhorites it was sull ot 
possibie 10 show that the goods were solen and so they had 10 be retuned (0 the 
Geale. Concerning the the poice customs oficers and il servants 1 Pakidan 
Ruchard Ells poinied out that they e ofien *bought of” by deales being poorly paid 
and poorly cquipped. “If You are going 1o ask them o' provent the STUEEIng of 
aniguities from Alghanisan which pass through ther tertoy. then $0u 41¢ aSKng 
hem to commil sicide. Those antquities Arc. brought out BY the ame smuggles 
who bring out the heron, people so el amed ira they were ableto siop the Russian 
Army. The polce, should hey nsk imersening. would be insanty ougunncd and 
Killed. Who'can biame them for wring 3 biind ey Unfortunail. this is What is 
actually happeniog in Afghanisian and Pakistan 

  

  

   

  

  

  

PRE-KUSHANA COINS IN PAKISTAN 
by Dr. Osmund Bopearachchi & Aman ur Rahman 

Published by Iftkhar Rasul IRM Associates 
(PVY Lid., Pakistan, 1995, 
Price £75, including postage. 
‘Coples of this book are now available from us. 
Please send your payment by cheque (payable 
0 SOAS), infernational money order or credit 
card to 
GIAA, Dept.of Art & Archaedlogy. SOAS, 
Thormhaugh Street, Russell Square, London 
WC1H 0XG, United Kingdom 
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THE ANCIENT CEMETERY OF ALAGOU (AWRIGHUL), TIANSHAN, 
XINJIANG PROVINCE, PR.C. 

by Professor Zhang Yuzhong. Xnjiang Insitte of Archacology, Urunai,Xiniang 
Uygur Autonomaus Region, Peopie’s Republic of Chin: 

In 1976, in the course of nilway construction linking Tufan and Kora, the 
archacological team of Xinjiang province excavated 85 graves, dating from betiveen 
the Spring and Autumn period and the Han dynasty,a the essien end ofthe Alsgou valley (Alagou Donghou), bout 60 kim west of Tuckesun, south of Urum. n 1984, 
more than 40 omb were excavaied near the Dongfeng facory at the 70 ki marker 
“The Alsgou valley was an importan cros-road even before (he Wester Han, et it 
Hhistory and cultural feaures are Sull unclea. No_excavation report has e been 
published. The abundant carly cultrl remains ecovered from. the two. bural 
Complexes are imioduced here. 
Alagou Dongkou Cemetery (87" 42 E, 42°50'N) 
There are two types of tombs. The main one is rpresenied by  stonechambered 
verical it with  wooden cover. Multiple burils. conainin ten o many more 
Skelctons pled one on p ofth othe, are common. Culing marks were evidenton a 
"umber of skulls and limb bones. The burial bjects include  grea number of potery 
vessels, mostly paited, usually with blck designs on  ed ground. with ssw-tookh 
signs, rangles and whorl: in some the whale body 1s covered with paralel vertcal 
‘and ot diagonal ins. There arc some wooden aricle, small bonze objects, e 
pesic, awl. sca shels, carved bone dlems and other omaments. Horse and goat 
Bones were commnly sacnficed wih the burial 

    

Four xamples only of a sccond burial type, with a vrtical pit with wooden charmber, 
‘were locsicd amones the graves of he s ype. They wert singl or double bunals 
When sl inaet. the body s in supine posion widh limbs exended and the head 
{owards the west. The dead had long plaited i, corered witha silken b net, and 
Wore varous woollen teviles and furs. These four omb, although disturbed by 
robbers, vielded a rich inventory marking the high siatus of th deceased. The bural 
Hiems include potery, bronzes and gold,and a few small ron Kives. There are quit s 
umber of gold aclact, which are very distinctve (such as gold Gger and lion 
plaques) Pear and agaie omaments were also found, The bronzes inclue disincive 
Square-based bronze sands with animals_on top. There are dou-vessels, lacquer 
bjects and ik txtles, one with an embroidered phoerix. from the Cental Plans of 
(China, but fewer examples of painied potery, o o at l. 
“The tombs with sone charmbers can b divided o carly and late period. The early 
tombs contain mainly panted potery, the four ater tombs lle or none: th lter are 
databl 1o the Warring States and Qi or Han periods. C14 data give an approximal 
dateof . 27002000 BP. 

  

  

  

  

Dongfeng Factory (87°47'E, 449" N) 
“The Dongleng burial compex s locted on the slopes slong the souh bk of the 
Alsgon et 1 an aea 500 . fom cast 10 wel 100 . rom noth 1o south, 43 b mounds ave becn dentfic and xcavaied: The amuh 3 b el or Tovars in hape. Th comers of the quare tumll wre marked with s of rge Sione pebbics nkes b addionl pbie long the peimelet: AR cxcavaton, 41 o hekc mows ol ou 0 ombs. The s two sl i 57 han the st rc o il 0 te wesLofth cemetery. and had s bl chamber, kcleons o et remains. These s umul may e d a il onnecion i h cemeery.  
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since the deceased were al buried with their heads towards the west. Rital stone 
Cicles and tmuli have been ound at other Xinjiang bural ics. 
Most of the 41 tomb feature 2 stone-chambered vetial pit, with amassed pebbics 
the entrance 10 th tomb a i smallr than the botiom. Occasionaly, there s 10 
chamber, and the corpse is laced direily underneath the pebbles. The opening of the 
fomb i covered wilh wod of else ayers of siones llin he chamber, The base of 
1he tomb 5 ined with branchcs, wooden board o 3 layer of stoncs, Some of the 
fombs yelded 3 large ooden bisin wsed a5 4 funerary conainer, I othr cases reed 
mats, woollen fbrics o [t were used 1o ine the base ofthe pi. 
“The most common tpe o buril is the mulple one, with  varcty of prncipal and 
secondary burals. n some of the piles of siones here Were some human boncs and 
Tuncray ttems. The mliple burils conained up 1o twenty individuals, placed in 
diffrent positions. The dead belon 10 both sexes and vary in age. A disunctive 
feature i the nclusion of sacrificed gout and horse heads, usally matching the 
number of the people buried nside the tomb. 

  

  

“The majorty o burial cms consist o pintd potcy, with e wood, bronze and bonc refacis and ormaments The poey s hand-made wilh dcorsion sy iher o Black or red on s 00 ground wih rnamental palrns includin nangic, ot Crosses in tnangle Sapes, whol deSEms ave paters, and licar g The Pinting etends o h e ofth o The main Combintions of potiery tesels src Eiber uan, htand bet o g, b and el Some do {oted cups are characeised oy single Iug onthe . 4 rare featur 1o Xijang. The Donglen bl yieded iy 6t and woolen s, Ony o fombs hd three small Tsgments f o, 
VRN tat t ha e h U o o0 3 Yt WGP, 
Thice tombs have a smal sione chamber, just large enough 10 hold the body of a 
chid, lanking the main chamber. One chikd was fiv ycas ol another possbly an 
nfant. These thrce children were earing hai net and et cap, woallen robe and el 
Boots: some also had ncklaces. The corpses were wapped with woollen fabric and 
fel, asiened with woollen thred. They were buied supine with limbs exiended and 
Head 1 he west. The fant was placed in 3 colih consing of 3 big wooden dish. 

  

“These tombs show some anlogics with the carly Alsgou Dongkou tombs i terms of 
bunal stle, structure and coniens. Sone chambers and surface structures of pebble 
circles are sed at both sts. Both use muluple burals and the main burial s are 
potiery, moslly. painted, and slmost dentical in typology and ormamentation, 
Gemonsrating hat they belong 1 the same culurl group 

  

AU Subashi, in Shanshan couny in the Turfan basin, some tombs dated from the 
Spring and Autumn and Warnng States perods o the Wesiem Han period have been 
‘excavaied. They ae ik the stone-charbered tombs at Alagou and Dongleng. Social 
ifferetinion is aircady cviden from the finds jont bural of coupls have becn 
Tound s well as slave sacrfices. Tn some tombs, skeleal remains placed in o 
secondary location show evident marks of culing. Such races of culting and 
repanning have a1 been found i e Alagou stone-chambered tombs, but hot 8 
Donglen. 
“The Han History records that a the time of Emperor Wa's (r140-87 BC) campuigns 
i the Wester Regions the so-<alled Gush peopl lived in the Turfan basn. Under 
Xuandi (1. 7349 B.C), the Gushi were defcated and split ino former Jusi, lter 
Jushi and S5 other saies nort ofthe Tianshan mountans, Huang Weabi's rescarches 
estabiished that these groups oceupied the Turfan basin, the orthern side of the 
Tianshan mountains and the casem Tianshan valleys. The Gushi-Jush peoples were 
the ancient natives of casier Xinjiang. In the Warring Sates and Western Han
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periods they had  vry clos rlatonship withthe Han empire, the Xiongnu and oher 
Contemporary kingdoms in Xinjang. 
C1 tests o six samples taken from the wooden covers o lning of six tombs from 
Dongleng show four with an spproximte date of 3300-3000 BP. and two wilh  daie 
belieen 2700 and 2600 BP. Ths confirms our preliminary csimate tha the latest 
Dongleng_burials are carer than the. Alagou’sione-chambered_tombs and the 
‘Shanshan Subashi tombs. A forthe fourfate tombs i Alagou, ths paper argues tht 
theyare kel o be Jushi rathr than Saka or Xiongnu. They ae simlar o the ombs 
ihal hve been excavated a the Wulabo reservir in the souther suburbs of Urumq. ‘The numeros ger-shaped gold plaques show that the Jush people were specilly 
fond of gers. These burials with nch fumishings must hve belonged o the Jushs 
nobily 

    

    

The Alagou tombs_have provided new materal for the undertanding of the 
conncetion btwen Xinjang and the Centra Plins in the pre-Qin perod. Thi s the 
area in Xinpang where the gresies amount of pinied poery ha been recovered, 
influenced by the panted potiery culures of Gansu and Qinghai, especially the 
Niachang culture and the Haoshabgow cuture in the Gansu comdor. The tnangles, 
Vertial lines and net designs from:the above two cultures can all b found on the 
Alagou puinted potery. S shels found i the tombs demonsirae that & connection 
exisied between Xinjiang and the Chinese metzopolian arca wel befor the Wesiem 
Han period 
“The archacological material alsoreflects that Alagou Gushi culture was rlad (0 the 
‘Chaowuhugou culture i Hejin county and the southern edge of the Tianshan. From 
the burial trocture and stlc, both cutures display stone-chambered vertcal pts with 
multple burals and pilcd-up stones, with pbblc tumuli on the surface. Funerary 
Hems'nclude similar Single-handied cups and potery vase. The typical handied 
guan fa from Chaowubugou 1 alo fond n Alagou. These two sies re close both 
Eeographically nd chronologicall and they reveal common archacologicl feaures. 

   

  

“The excavations have highlghted the rlatonship between Alagou-Gushi culure, the 
Chaowuhugou culure ofthe soulhern Tianshan, and the Saka cultue of th Yili iver 
Belore the Westem Han dynasty, these fouts from the Turfan basin o the Yangi 
basin, and o the Yill iver Wwere imporant for the migraion of nomadic peoples. 
rade, and eastwestcultural diusion. The Gushi-Jushi people iving in the Alagou 
Valley contrbuied o this inerchans. 

1 Ny Arclopel 

ot e st <o 
2 X Arhacologal 

o Nijang_Archuology Sy P s, 1985 5. Zhuag Yabong. Sy ad Rechh o Aisgor Xt St 16703 
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NEWS BULLETIN 

A Note on Changes n the Polcies Governing Archacological Research in Xinjiang 
Inthe July 5, 1998 ssue of Ziongguo wemw bao (Chinese Culural Relics News), 52 
(Cumuiative 617), an imporiant. announcement W made conceming the poicics 
Eoverming archaclogical escarch and conservation in Xinjang 3 well 1 Signficant 
S n e ams ofthe varous organs charged wih thse tasks. These changes have 
been made in pursuance of panning documents for 1995 and 2010 put forward by the 
Xinjang  Uyghur Autonomous Regional govemment. Insofar 4 they relate 1o 
archacology and coltural relics in Xinjang, he main features of the new plans and 
policies e as Follows: 

    
  

  

(1) Construcion projectsaimed a the preservation of 14 national level units and 154 
fegional level unmis will be underiken. These include he sccond Sage project at 
Yarghul (Yarkhoto, Jsche), the fourth and ffh stage projects at Ql Buddhist 
caves, badly neoded repairs at Qumiura and Simsin Buddhist caves near Kucha, 
protecion and mainienance of i imporian units in Qorghas (Huoxheng) County. 
ete. (2) Comstruction of museums is proposed. During the period of the 95" plan, 
Srenuous cfforts wil be made 10 wim the Xinjang Uyghur Auionomous Regional 
Muscu into 3 lrge-scale museum of considerabie importance.! Eflorts wil be made 
1o consiuct a muscun dedicated o the physical anhropology of the ancint peopies 
of the region Museums are aiso plamned for the Astana Cemetery and Yarghul 
Ancient Cuty in the Torpan srca. New disinit muscums are envisaged for Chochilk (Tacheng), Bayingholin (Bazhow), Khotan, Quml (Hami). Ay, Borals (Bozhou) 
and Shikhuza (Shiheri) 3 

  

(@) An increased emphasis o archacological surveys,excavations and preservaion is 
Planncd. Emergencs. surveys and excavations Wil be camed oo i connection Wi the building of the railosd into the southern part of Xinjang as el 38 with the 
exploration and uilizaton of o1 ields 1n the Tarim, Turpan. Quml and Jungehar 
(Yarch) basins. An'effor will be made o estabish 3 major archacological hld 
taton for bot th nothern and southern parts o th region.Capita) consiructon will 

be devoied to mplemen sn archacologica information netwark fof he cnte region 
and to ensure b archacological itatives Wil be adequalely supporicd. Plans e 
being made for the development of investgations on the Wasun culure of the i 

River valley,on the Kuchean culture of Kuca and Togsu disricts, and on the Jusi or 
Gushi cultre f the casi Tangr Tagh (Tian Shan) as el a¢ on the exploration 
and rescarch of stes in Niya and Y ngishahar (Shule). The compltion o ol site 
ceports is aso being urged 4 An atempt will be made (o fnish witin he currnt sear 
he Xinjang volume of Chinxs iluinied archacologicl alls. (3 An ncreased 
cmphisis n the scienific stady of Ul recs and 1 MUSCOI0Ey 1 recommended. 

    

  

A o, mliseeyed wing o the e deicted 0 comervation i ey under 
2 This i  pjct tht Wang g, former diccto of e injang I of Archclogy and Cultnt Rees (o Kaogu Weaws Yo s 1 e el gty et epiming o oo ot sl o 953 W s, vy pratied o e gveranes of 

Sinang b o s ol backing. o and Hms leads e sped collctons of s and b s, ot ey ar 
o sl oy QU ot S o Oeeng 1 ¢ el PO 
T comtdr s o e a iy mporat sk s e rchecogits o Xang Thee exsts Sioshng e of Tkl s ot ht e e Gllcios in e k0 dcae e, e el om S repont B ve bee s o N b (kg ot s e by e e of Arcesogy (o caden f Sl Sknces P, 5t 1y 5 
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Several important projects will be singled ot for directed research, including the 
physical anthropology of the ancint peoples of the region. the culure of Kuchs, 
irchacological rescarch on Buddhist art, and the organizaion of co-operaive 

westigatons with colleagues clsewhere in China and abroad ® The protection and 
conservation of excavated ies will be surngthened 45 will the conservation of wall 
puinings n caves and tombs, ancient achitectur, lextles, paper and ancient human femains. Bflorts wil be made o acquire and apply advanced technologies toward 
heseends. 

  

  

(5) This tem has 10 do with the cconomic and adminisrative restructuring necessary 
for carying out he above plans. 6) AS an example of what must be done 0 fealize 
the i saied in iem no. 5, he establishment of & Xinjang Shku Yanjiuyuan 
(Xinjiang GrotioesInsiut) is‘envisaged. (7 Inthis tem, he nccessty o advanced 
trauning for archacological workersin Xinjiang is stessed. Befor the conclusion of 
the “95" plan the am s 10 nsure thal over 60°% o all such individuas have received 
igher edueation and that the number of those With specilized rining relevant (o 
thei jobs be not less than 407%. (8) During the peiod of the “95” plan, the following 
exhibiions will be sent abrod: *Arifacts rom the Silk Road in Xinjiang.” “Buddhist 
Anifacts from Xinjang." “Silk and Woollen Textles Excavated in. Xinjiang,” 
“Arifacts Evcavated i Niya" te. The purpose is t publicize the archacological 
importance of Ximjan worldvide. 

   

  

Professor Vicor H. Mair, Depariment of Asian and Middie Eastern S, 
Universisy of Pennsyhani, Philadelphia, U A 

Report onstolen art objects from Gansu Province, PR.C- 
“The Hexi cormidor in Gansu province ha formed an imporant section of the silk roue 
since the Han dynasy. A grea number of carly Buddhit grotocs and ombs with ich 
‘Contents e witness o o once highly devcloped cconomy nd culture. The Buddhist 
rotocs in this area include not only the most well-known ones ike the Dunhuang 
nd the Maishan caves, but o Wenshushan, ntsi, Mats, Tantishan, Bingling 
e Norther and Southern Grotoes Temples, . These' grotoes. ontaim. wall 
painings and stone o clay sculplre 4nd range in dae from a5 catly 3 the fourth 
Century A.D. 0 the minctecnth cenury 

        
  

As this arca has been through many wars and rebellions, the caves are occasioally 
amaged. Funthermore. in the last five years, with the opening of the Chinese 
cconomy, new social problems have *occurred, such as- the. curmenthigh 
nemployment. This direcl ifluences the conservation work in the Gansu rea.In 
addition, nowadays, the ading in llegal antiquiis has become very profiable. 
‘Allhough the Chinese govermment has introduced the stices Jaws o prevent this 
Kind of crime (someimes imvolving capial punishmen),the theft of the at works 
Continues. Most worying i that many of thew ar criminals are wel organised, and 
have contacts with art dealers in Hong Kong, Tanwan, o England. Usually. the 
objccts are smuggled out o China insde cargo sx month ate thei theft. Thi kind 
o ntermational riminal co-operation makes the recovery of siolen works of art very 
Gitfieult 

  

S i wa the fous o e iraionalescarhprojcet | s 1991 s ¢ s e 
ety i il et 10 o e eEMag ing e e e o i o o e moouna. | e bt s o e o ey . i ooy (ke shoteeryin el 1 Che  coan 1 gradualy pe 15 s 1 
evond & Thix i char sl and 2 inviwion which shoukd ot be mised. | encourge all of my ollcgues who e ersted e acacogy e ol sty of astrn Ceol Asi 0 
ke sz of s pporumty  
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“The following isa st o sole art objectsfrom government admiristered insttutions 
i Gansu, al of which diappeared in recent years: (1) o human-size money ree 
(ogiansha) from the Han dynasty, solen from the exhibition hall of the Gansu 
Provincial Museum in 1997: (2) a flanking Bodhisatva sculpture from the Tang 
dynasty or the Tibean period rom cave 10 i the Binglings: Grotoes, solen on 20 
November, 1997 (3) en heads of  se o the Eightcen Athats, and two heads o the 
Nanking Hodhisaivas, tolen in 1997 from the Lohan Cave, Southem Grottoes 
Temple: (4) a cay donor fgure, siolen in 1995 from cave 76, 
tan thiry tangkia pa Maijishan, (6) all stone sculpares from the Northern Wei Dynasty in Baoguan 
temple, Heshui. According o Professor Dong Yusiang, Bureau of Achacology 
‘Gansu Province, Lanzhou, this groto group has now virtualy dissppeared 

  

    

  

Important discoveries in 1996/1997 in Xinjiang Province, PR.C. 
A wooden cofin was excavated from the cemetery SSMNI i Nivain October, 1997. 
“This coffin was made of the whole turk of a huge poplar tre. The trunk was 
ollowed outand s long enough fo  couple o be posioned et 1 ect. This couple 

‘Complcte with ther clothing were well preseved by the dy deser cimate. Both have 
Cicar European facil charactersics. A wooden cup. & woeden basin and a container 
Were aiso found insde the coffin. A jeweliery box made o faan With some broken 
picce ol bronze mirror was placed on the right sde o the female head. To the right 
e of the male head, a potery jar was placed. and on the other sde, a wooden 
Singshotlke objeet with & bell atachad o two pockets was found. It contined o 
pinch of whit powder. The woman was found wearing 3 whie ik skir, green 
filied trouses and 4 hood. The man's woullen coa 1s beter preseved than the 
Woman's clothes 

  

  

     

Three current projects of the Bureau of Archacology and Cultural Relics of 
Xinjiang 
“The excavation of the ancien tombs i Fukang is led by Vice Director Yu Zhiong, 
and was begun on 30 June. 1997, Atound 1994, sveral golden objects had been 
‘excavaied ffom th ancient tombs i the Fukan area. In addton, potiry and bronze 
Sessels daing from the Warring Staes Period 1o the Han dynasy, were uncarthed in another anciént cemelery about 3-5 km from Fukang. The desin of these ancient 
fombs around Fukang i vry similr o those slong th Tanshan mounains ind i the 
Turfan Basin in norther Xijiang. According fo Vice Director YU, (hese tombs 
probably belong o the same cultre. Many rocords from the Tang dypasy mention 
b a roue cstablished by the Jushi peopl connected Fukang and Turfan. This was 
e o the main roule o connect bt the former Jushi and ter Jushi. Therefoe, 
e tombs might belong 0 the Jushi cuture 
“The excavation of the ancient tombs in Shihezi i th responsibit of Vice Director 
Zhang Yurhon. This cemetery e, 150 km from Urumay, was discovered during 
fild ip n 1996 The resarchers found a large pile of stones, and a omb 2 km from 
the sione pile. This tomb has 3 tone chamber Sboe ground wih 3 vaulied ceiling 
which 1 umique o Xinjang. 1t had been disturbed by Toca tomb raiders, and only 
Scstered human and hore bones are el To th westof the sone chamber,  stone 
Soffin covered by  smallr pie of soncs was excavaed. The coffin contains very 
Similar potery © that found in the i vally. 101 ot clear whether this coffn and 
Stone chamber belong 10 the same cultre: however, (e design of the cartenware. 
Suggests the stone colfin might be related t the Wasun or Saka culure. About 2 km 
o the soulh of his o, some ancient ombs contining carthenware with incsed 

patern were excavaied. Bot the design of the ombs and carthemvare are very smiar 
T Stle o those from Krasuk., Kazakhstan, dating between 1200 B.C. and 700 B.C. 
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These important discoveries show that the Shibezi area may_conain imporiant 
archacologacal fnds. However, 1o date very lile work has been done in Shihcz) and 
threfore the Burcau of Archacology and Cultual Relics of Xinjang will conduct 
thoroughinvestgaton in i 1998 
“The excavation of the ancient tombs near Saiimu ke, which sared in July, 1998, is 
the responsibty of Lu Enguo Thrce b tombs, 30 m in diameter and 2.3 m n hegh, 
were Tound to the northwestof the Saiimu ake. This year profonged rains flooded (e Jake causing  gral amount of damage o these thce fombs. The ltest report suggests 
that 3 hird of €ach tomb has been lost n the flood, ncreasing he urgency of this 
project These three tombs may belong 0 the Woshun or Saka clture. 

    

Expeditionsinto the Gashun Gobi in Xinjiang Province, PR.C. 
The writr hss made four expeditions ino the Mongolian and Chinese Gobi desrt. 
e first n 1993 in Mongolia with Russan sientsts and the second, third and fourth 
wilh Chinese scientiss in 1995, 1996 and 1997. These expeditons were primarly 
Concemed with wrcking down the e known wild Bactnan camel 'Canelus 
bacirianus ferus which liyes i the hearland of he desert and i the ancesior of il 
domestc Bacinan stock. There arc unde 4 thousand Iei 1 the workd and the wild 
Bacinan camel is more endangered ihan the giant pands. The vast and sl partially unknown region o the Gashun Gobi encompasss the Chinese nuclar esting srea. In 
1595 we were Fortunaie  obiain permisson to avel there o survey thi remarkable 
mammal which has survived numerous atmospheric nucear et On ths expediton 
We managed o take unique photographs of  w11d camel with a soven-hour-old a1 
Had given birh decp n the emoic Kum Tagh sand duncs. 

  

  

In 1996, during one of these rescarch expeditons. my Chinese collcague Professor 
Yuan Guoying and | made a diverion from the lake of Lop Nor to ry and reach 
Loulan from the cast Thi ancient it was an important metropols of the Middic 
Silk Road unl it was abandoned in about 400 A.D. when the inland lake of Lop N, 
on which it had hiherto depended for survival, dred up. 1 was discovered at the tum 
of the century by the cminent Swedish explore Sven Hedin. We made a 44-mile 
found trk on foot 1 Loulan, through some of the most hostle country in he world 
With only  compass as  guide and in the aflemath of @ dramatic sand stomm, we. 
reached Loulan by following a died-up river bed and then trekking over 3 perihed asis untl wo amived a the ouling Buddhist tower The ety i in & emarkable sate 
of preservation and many of th uprighl Wovxien poplar posts femain & highight the 
remains o buikdings. Belore we sl ou fo Lowlan, we had slso discovered quite by chance, on the norher shorline of Lop Nur, th cutpost of Duying. 3 look out post 
o the Middle Silk Road also abandoned in about 400 A.D. Neither Hedin nor Siin 
had reached Duying allhough it had been visied by a Chinese archacologist n the 
1530's. We found many arifucts, coin, beads, clothing and jade which we presenied 
10 the suthoritie in Urimay 

    

  

s result o our expediions, the State Environment Potection A ency of China has 
agrecd to.the esiablishment of the Lop Nur Nature Sunctuary 10 protect the last 
remnant heds of wild Bactnan camels. The sanctuary will cncompass 105,000 5.k 
of unique deset cco-system in the Gashun Gobi. Subsantal funding has just come 
from the Global Environment Fcilty in Washingion and . resul, the amazing wild 
Bactrian camel which has adapied (0 drinking sl water nd survived over 45 
atmosphenc nulea ests should b saved from €xtnction. 

  

John Hare. Founder, Wild Camel Protecton Foundation, School Farm, Benenden. 
Kent TNI7 4EU, UK. The Lost Camelsof Tarary A Quest nto Forbidden Chira by 
John Hare hasrecently been published: London: L Brown, 1995. Hb., £1899.  
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The Garuda Valley Foundation 
“The upper eaches of the Sutlj (Lungehen Khambab) within the province of Ngar 
Khorsum in Western Tibet known from the tenth o seventeenth centurics as Gugé 
and, prior o its conquest by Tibet, a the Iner Gaieway'of Shangshung, are the 
Tepesiony of some of Tibet fncst and most Important remaining culturl reasures. 
These include the tenth centuy. temple complex of Tholing, the ncarby citadel of 
Teaparang, the monistic cenres of Mangnang and Dabo, and the cave puinings ot 
Dunghar 
Due 10 the comparativ insccessibilty of the Langehen Khambab gorge, the damage 
infliced on religious buldings and atacts during the Cullural Revoluion in 1966. 67, Though serious, was fa los here than clsewherein Tibet Allhough Stuary was 
destroyed throughout the area, @ number of elgious sinctures and wall-paintings 
ave Survived o 3 restorable degree. The most serous casvaly was the [amous 
mandala chapel of King Y eshe-O, at the ceniro of the Tholing complex, whee only 
the outer wall remain tanding. On'a recent vsi 0 the town of Zanda Xian, partof 
‘which has been extended over the remains of Tholing, | Was concemed o See that 
rebuilding was taking place a (he mandal temple. To my unutored eye this ok the 
fom of several unsupersised labourers making sunbaked bricks of clay and piing 
these up nto ough wals. This may have been akin 1o the buiding methods uscd by 
Rinchen Zangpo 3 thowsand years g0 but i stk me a5 . crude atiempt at 
reconsrucion anworthy of the s majorSgnificanc 35 the power-house of the o- 
Galed “socond diffusion of Buddhism n Tibet (1 would argue that i was essental 
the fist,and therefor al that mor Sgnifcant’) 

  

  

     

There are those who feel that any form of reconsruction, howeer good or well 
meaning is inappropriate. The disinguished Tibellogist Robert Vil for cxample, 
Consders the Tholing complex o-be imeparably compromised and i therlore Concentcatin his elfots on Norking with others on & wmbole reconsrucion of 
Thaling based on ancient documents. | undersiand that Martn Bracn is smilarly 
concentating on compuer-gencraied reconsiructions of three-dimensional mandala 

“There remains, howeer, he problem of how best to maintin existing sites which are 
3t deeriortng. 1t can be argucd tha tis is enrely @ mater for the authortes in 
ibet, butthey ae the frs (o admit that they lack resourcs, qualifed personnel and 
experise. Nor i thi simply & matir of preseving what i known. The 70 o 5o miles 
of the Langchen Khanbib gorge from Tirhapori ot te upper end down o Tsaparang 
ave sill 1 be properly charted and studied os @ whole. For exampl, in 4 very brct 
foray ito the Ky unglung rgion at the higher end o the gorge this summer | entred o 
large complex of temples, chorrens and cave-dwellings Which I undersand from the llagers of Kyunglung o be no more than an offshoot of & ar lrger complex on the 
other bank of the nver: the presumed site o Kyunglung Neulkar (Siver Citadel of the Garuda Valley). the capita of the ancient Bon kingdom of Shangshung. Although 
rcly visied by Tucer 1o 1932 and others since, my undersianding 1s hat his s one 
of  mumber of exinsive ites which remain lagely uncharied 

  

  

Hitherto, the Langchen Khambab has been  hidden preserve, a culturalsecret which 
those in the Know have for perfctly val reasons Kept o themselve. | believe that 
i 10 end. Tncreasing accessibility coupled With the expansion of toursm 15 now 
putting this extraondinary arc at serous isk. Both Tholing and Tsaparang have been 
fhe Targets of thieves for some vears and my undersanding is that this is now 
extending 1o other less well-Known sites. The authontes” quie undersiandable 
Tesponse t thes thels has been o lock up whal they can and take the keys away, as 
s happened with the thee cave emples above Dunghar 
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“The Lanchen Khambab civilisation deserves o be interationally recogrised as o world heritage sie. Given spproprisie support and encouragement, | have no doubt 
that the Goverment of the Tibet Autonomous Region would be prepared o consider 
and promote  scheme (0 give the arearecognised saus. | have, provisionally, called this ‘proposa the Garuda Valley Foundation, and have Wrien o 8 numiber of 
indivkduais who can be regarded s sakeholdérs for ther Views | ure anyone who. shares my concers and who would be prepared o supportsome such scheme o Wi 
o me a 46 Roderek Road, London NW3 2NL, UK. 

Chartes Alen, 
Auhor and raveller, UK. 

News from Mongalia 
“The Joint Mongolian Russian-American Archacological Espedition IMRAAE) co- 
dircted by John W. Olsen, completed s fourth rild season in the Gobi Desert 
uring MayJuly. 1998, (For a report o the 1997 feld season and a map, . CIAA NL. 
7. April, 1986, p. 11-13,) Ecavations o Chikhen Agui rockshelir in Bayan Hongor 
aimag were complied and the deep Paleolthc sequence ai Tsagaan Agu, also in 
Bayan Hongor, was exposed in 4 new area of the cave. Reconnaissance work 
underaken in souther Gov'-Allai simag exiended down to Wilhin Jus 3 fow Kilometers of the Chinese border n Ala suum and e islsied Azh Bogdyn Nurvu 
range was surveyed fo scaered Surface occurrences of Palcoliic arefcts. The 
1998 expedition compleed a circumnavigation of the lrge, curtenily salin lake. 
Orog Nour, investgating remmanis of Plistocene  heaches and _associated 
archacological compleses with the aid of radar remole sensing imagery from the 
‘American Spce Shtile. Additonsl Sand lnes were adentied and surveyed east of 
Boon Tagaan Nuur, suggestn thi lake was siso formerly much larger. IMRAAE. 
plans to etum 1o he Vlley of Lakes in 199 to contine ihese nvestgations slong. 
Wilh furter dggings i te Teagaan Agui Cave. 

   

  

“The Mongolisn Acodemy of Humanits was csabished in 199 as  parle organisation 10 th Iong sanding Mongoln Academy of Scinces. The Academy's 
et Presdent s Luvsandamba Dishayam, Recto of the Mongolian Knowidge Unversty in Ulsateatar, 3 small but growing Hberal s a1ty consiuied o foster and preserve sspecs of Mongolian trdionl i cludin the heaing At anguage, Cusioms. apd. music. The Academy of Humaniies . iniended 10 {ntcmatoniie the cope o th Mongolan Knowladge Uriversly'scharg and will hopefuly become a magor venbe For th ileaction btven Mongolan scholas and Tormgn Counierparts. On Apn 19, 1998 Jonn W, Olsen wa cleced an Honorsry Academican of this Acadeny: Addtonal nformaton can b obaind fom Preent Dsshnyam a Cental PO Box 153, Ulsanbstar, Mongol. Fax+ 976 145 3 54 

  

  

(We are graueul o Professor John W. Olsen, Head of the Deparmens of 
Anihropologs, University of Ariona, Tucson, Arizona, U-SA.for his iformation. 

Silk finds rom ancient Turkic burisls n the Al region 
“The history of sudying ancient Turkic antquities (sixth - tenth centries A.D.) of the 
Al region has been going on for almost 150 years Al present about 177 
investigaed ancent Tk bural are known in tis area. Forty-tree of them were 
xcavaied by the EastAlan group of the Insitut of Archacology and Ethnography 
f the Siberian Department of the Russian Academs'of Sciences,under e lesdership 
of V. Kubarev. Unfortuniely, th overwhelming majonty of exule fnds from these 
burials have not been publshed by the authors of the excavaiions and therefore have 
ot entered thescentifc sphee.  
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Materials of almost bl of the abovc 
menioned 43 bunls of the ancient Turks contain the remins of clothes - 
mainly made of sk, Freguently these are 
only smallfrgments however n several 
buils igniican parts of clohing were 
found. AS 4 result of laboratoy work 12 
types of silk omaments were drawn 
Tiree of them eprescnt versions of the 
same motf: o dragons and & “uce of life”ina medallon (. llustaton) They 
e from cach other n the ize of he 
‘medalions, deals i the images and the 
Golours Siks with Similr oraments are 
Known to b of Chincse orgin,and there 
are many Sumilr examples from China, 
Mongolia, Middle Asia, Japan ctc. These 
are ehably dated 0 he seventh  cighth cenuries A.D. In adition (0 these roundel 
esigns, 3 fow cxamples of hombold, geometical and vegetative pattems were lso 
found. There ar also cight or inc kinds of hon-omamented stk of varous colours. 
The overwhelming majority of the paterned siks examined are monochromatic 
textles - thcre i only one polychromatic sample known. In generl, king into 
accountth few omamenta moufs and lexule dexigns o Sogdian manufactre, thei 
cometrical syl and specifc colour scal. i s possble o conclude tht pracically 
i examined il extic re of  Chincse ongin. However, i 1 possible that some of 
{hem were made in Middle Asa. The analysis ofthe technica charactristics of these 
lextlcs could help determine ther oigin. Almostal of these texule finds should be 
e 0 he o the ighth - mnth cenuris A . because many of them came from 
e complexes where sks With medalons and dragons were aiso found. Therelore 
e T fnd can be dated 1o this peiod. Only some of the extlcs, in paricular 
hose which are non-omamenicd. probabiy belong o the aie Tang period (nith 
tenh centuries A.D) 

    

  

  

     

At present, the omamenttion of Chinese silks rom the anciet Turkic burals of the 
A cam be compared with fnds rom Bobrovskiy cemetery (Kazaktan), Moshevay 
Balka (Caucasus) amongst othrs. These s nclude ormaments which are absen in 
other sites. Obviously the further study of the hi growp o Sk texules i important 
and 15 of specis mirest for he Ristory of Chinese sl production. However, i 5 
possibc 10, make Some prlminary conclusions and answer some questions: thesc 
{extle finds in ancient Turkc burils confim data n writen Chinese sources about 
e quanty of Sk Which Was Sent 10 the nomods of Ceniral Asia 3¢ nbute or 
payment. Ths, the datng of these silk texules (end of seventh - cighth centuries 
AD) coinides with the flourishing of the Silk Roads. The distibution arcas of 
(Chinese ik in Cenral Asia could help i the understanding of possible ways of its 
penetraion. The plentyulnes of Chinese ik in ancient Turkie burals allow us (o 
Sifirm that the wearing of silk clothing was ot solly the privilege of the rch and 
"oblc nomads. These texule inds make i possible o econsruct the costume of the 
ancient Turks, In addiion they allow.us 1o consider questions of interacion and 
bormowings betwecn the costumes of the ancient Turks and the Tang Chinese 

  

        

  

   

For further information please contact: Dr. Gleb Kubare, Insitute of Archacology 
and Edmogrsphy. Siberian Depurtment, Rusian_ Academy of Sciences, pr. 
Favienteva. 17, 630090, " Novowbirsk, Russan  Federation.  E-mail 
Kubares @archacclogy nse v 

  

  

Dr. Gleb Kubare 
Instiue of Archacology and Ethnography . Novosbirs, Russian Federation
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Polish-Uzbek rock art research project 
“The Polish-Usbek research project was established in 1993 (0 investgae the rock art of Usbekisan. The project s ben Ied by Andrve) Rozwadowski (Ph.D. candidate - 
Insitute of Prehistory. Adam Mickevie University of Poznan) and Dr. Mubiddin 
Huranazasov (Insitue of Archacology in Samarkand, Urbek Acadermy of Science) 
T 1993 and 1994 the invcstgations were caried out in the Valley of Samissay 
stualed in'the Nuniau Mounains (Central Uzbekistam). In 1996 rescarch was 
Conducted at the rock shelir ZarautKamar in southemn Urbekistan. Between 1993 
and 1996 other rock ar site, such s Sangi-Driumon and Aksakal-Atzsay, were o 
Sundied. In 1997 the arca of research was extended 1o the temiory of southem 
Kazakhstan with the co-operstion of Dr. Zaynullo Samasev from the Insitu of 
Archacology in Almaty, Kazakh Academy of Seience. I the same year the Valley of 
Tamgaly in south-casi Kazakhstan was isted. In 1998 jont Polish Kazakih-Usbek 
rescarch was camed out in Arpausen Valley in the Karaau Mountins in south 
Kazakistan. This expedition was joined by Kemneth Laymer (rock an stdent of 
Universty of Southampion). 
“The frst resuls of the prjecthave becn published n the book Rock ar of Ubekistan, 
edied by A, Kosko, T Srnov, W. Racpkowski, Pornan 1997 (v pp. 46-47, of his 
Newsitir). The next volume 1 n preparation. 

  

    

A new archacologieal mission to Kazakhstan 
In August 1997 Professor Heari Franclort (CNRS., Pass, France). in conjunciion 
with the Almaty Museum and Ligabue Research & Study Cenre, conducied a 
preliminary reconmissance of kurgans i the Allai egion of Kuzakhsan. Ground: 
pencinuing Frcse) i onder o determin the pos 
Targe Stythian tomb in 1998, For ore nformation see: Ligabue Magazine 16 (No. 31), 1997, pp. 186187 

  

    
  

Dr.St. John Simpson, 
Deparment of Western Asaic Aniguitie, The Brisish Museun, London, UK. 

AL-Farabi Academy, Shymkent, Kazakhstan 
The AlFambi Academy, organised by the soulem Kaakhstan branch of the 
Academy of Sciences and the South Branch Rescarch Foundation, woukd ke (o invite 
Specilit. from the fields of Centrl Asian studics, archacoiogy. cthnography’ olklore studies, socalanthropology. cology and environmental s to paricipate 
in field-work in southern Kazakitan. I the sphere of archacology, the Academy 
conducts excavations of th burial grounds and petroglyphs of Brouze Age nomads. 
{he remainsof carly agricultural selements, and the e ofth lte medieval period 
(Turkistan, Otyrar, Sauran, and others). In ctnography and folkiore studics, the 
‘Acodemy fescarches the adional culture of nomadic and sedenary ogions rom the 
17t century o the pos-Sovet period. I socil athropology, (e Academy conducts 
rescarch o the socil structure and denites of the various culural groups of 
Southen Kazakhstan i the pre-Soviet, Sovit and post Soviet peiods. I the feld of 
ccology and environmental sudic, the Acaderny underakes botanical zoological and 
‘scographica feld-studes n the westem Tianshan mountains and in he desert sands ofthe Kyzyl Ku. 

  

    

  

For more information, plexse contact: Tgor Savin, Sceretary Al-Farabi Academy 
Shymbent, Kazakhstan. £mal svin@chimkent imaty k2  
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A newly discovered Sogdian architectural monument i Northern Kyrgyzstan 
Locatd in the area adjacent 0 the south o the Tianshan, i the valley of the Chu 
iver i sedlementof the 6ih-12h centurics A.D. Known i scentifc Igrature s the 
Red Rver Ste. s central part, .. citadel and shakrstan, s susied 36 km along 
the Bishkok Tokmak road, 25 km o the southwest of the Turk Aagans capial Suysb. 
(Ak-Beshim st A hill it the emains of 3 Buddhist shrne ot excavated on the 
i n the carly sitics and caly cightcs In 1996 - 1997 excavalions were conducted 
by Kyrgyz and Japancse archacologists. A buikding was disconered dating o the Sih 
S centurics, 60'm away from the Wals of the shrine and o connected Wit it 
functonally. In the course of the o fild scasons, the exerior contour of the 
buiding and to-hirds of s ground plan were raced. 

  

  

  

“The one-storied building, almost square in plan (21 m x 22 m), with s walls orenied 
in th four directions Wil a deviation of 15 degree is buil with pabhsa blocks and 
Faw brick. The intrior plan s mul<hambered, compact and follows a consinuction 
Scheme which remained unchanged durng the enir Ume of s exisence. The history 
ofthe building had at least five constnotion periods divided with breaksinsgnifcant 
i tme. Each period s characiensed by the raiing of the flor level and repanning 
‘within th bovnds of the basc walls. The space between the lowest and the highest 
oo is 2.5 . The bulding contined ving. ffcal, houschold and cult chamber. 
The cull chamiber s may be distnguished from th others due o 11 greater size and 
ihe round hesrths with th remauns of white tele ash. Two pitsflled with cinders 
and ssh were ko discovered. The bulding it charsciensed by the abundance of 
Cinders. 25 el 55 hearhs and ovens of iercnt kinds,ashpts and calcncd spots on 
{he floors of chambers of all perods. Cinder inserions e often found in the innet 
and oute walls. Feaps of cinder wer al found beten the loors. A grcal number 
of animal ‘and bid boncs were discovered in the layers. Durng the excavations, 
Ceramic and metal objecs possibly of & nwal functon, including tree-legged 
ampions,Uei s, a censr and & morar were found. Of special value fo the dating 
of the buiding ar oca and Chincse coins fom the ime of the Tang dynasty (615 
507'A.D) Tound at the Sie. A the present sage of rescarh the Mot probuble 
conclusion i tha the buiding was comnecied with the fre-cul and reated nas, 
ncluding th offeing of sacilices 

  

  

   

  

  

  

K. Kato, Soka Universiy, Tokyo. Japan: V. D. Goryacheva and S . Peregudova 
Institue of Histors, Kyrgy: National Academs of Science, Bishkek. Kyrgyzsian.   

Appeal for the Preservation of Cultural Heritage and the Restoration of Peace in 
‘Afghanistan 
The Japancse Socity for West Asian Archacology was founded in January 1997 by 
soung Japanese archacologiss working i the Ml and Neas Eat, ncluing Egyp. 
Wi the purpose of promotng the archacologica stdics of the region in Japan by 
encoursging the exchange of information. The presidentis Pro. Kivoluko Sukur 
Shocke by the continal destruction and plunder of the irreplaceable historcal snd 
cultrsl hritage of Alghanistan, much of which i being Sold ilegaly. and fecling 
{hat immediae action necds 1o be aken, the Society proposed an appesi a their 3t 
‘General Assembly on June 6, 1998 a Tsukuba, Japun. The main am o ths is (0 
assess. the diastrous sitoation, and 1o prevent more damage, by worldwide co- 
operaion. wilh iniemational organisaions, Socices and academic insitutions 
Concerned withthe consevation, rstortion 3 preseration of the region's heritge. 
For fther information contact: Prof: Ken Malsuimoto, Seretry ofthe The Japanese. 
Socicty for West Asian Archacologs, Instute for Cultral Studics of Ancient Irag, 
Kokushikan Universty. Tokyo, Japan. E-mal: matsumoto@ kokushikan ac 
Webpage: g b Kokushisan ¢, jp 803/ WestAsis. 
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Archacologicalresearch in Tran 
Rescarch and rescue excavations are being conducted in al parts of Iran by the 
Ianian Coltural Heriage Organization (Mirathi Farbangi). T results re being 
repored in 4 lossy magazine called Mirarhi Farkangi and in & sres of Rescarch 
Reports; thes Iranian publictions usually contain Engish abstracts. This rescaeh is 
alto being reviewed by Vesta Sarkhosh Curtis and SL. John Simpson 1n frar, the 
‘annual Jourmalof the Brtish Insatut of Pesian Sudies, 

Dr. 1. John Simpson, 
Deparimen of Western Asatic Aniguite, The Brssh Museun, London, UK. 

‘The Asiatic Foundation in St. Petersburg 
Stried by 4 group of Russian scintists in June 1994, the Foundation ams 1o 
contribute 1o the stady of the history, archacology and culure of Cenral Asia 
Primary acuvites include archacologicl and hisiorcal research in Cental Asis, 
publishing. developing compuie data buse, faclating scenific conlacts among. iferent countries. cienifc tounsm in Centrl Asis 

  

The Foundation receives funding from various independent, non-govemmental 
Sources.from membens” fecs,contnbutions, donations. publshing and ore grant. 
Projecs curtently underway include archscological excavations in Central Asa 
computer data base of hisiory and archacology of tho Hsung-nu (Xiongn), join 
rchacological cxpoditions and publishing. Thrce volumes of e  serics 
‘Archacologicl ites of the Xiongna ncluing A. Davydova: The Ivolga forress and 

The Ivolga cemeery and S. Minyacy Derest cemetery have been published (. p. 42 
of this Newsiter) The books have Rusian tex. Engheh summary. llststions and & 
etaled s of i objts 1 English 

For more information plcasc contact: D, Sergei Minysev, Institute of the Hisory of 
the Menal Culture, Russan Academy of Secnies, Dvorzovaa nab. 18, St 
Petersburg, 191186, Russin Federaion. Teliax: 47 812 520 4389; e-mail 
min@asia fime spbri 

    

Between Han and Tang: Art and Archacology of a Transformative Period 
‘The Bast Asian Art program in the Department of At History at the University of 
Chicago i niiting & ot rescarch project onar and archeciogy of the period from 
the third through 1 he SIh centucs - one of the most important fomatie and 
iranstonal periodsin Chinese art and cultual history. The project wille-cvalute the 
Scholarship on the perid in lght of new archacological informaton and in 3 sir of 
Collaboraive research between the US.A. and Chira. 1 aims o bring scholars 
ogether 10 examine previous scholarship, o present new rescarch and o generae 
opportunitics for enduring inemational cxchanges of research data, methodelogical 
approaches, and iterprelive sirategies. A leam of Scholars from five insttations (Ine 
Depariment of At History, University of Chicago: Departmen of Archeology. Peking 
Universty: the Department of At Hisory, Ceniral Instte of Fine Ats, Beling: the 
Institie of Archacology, Chinese Academy of Socil Seences, Bejing: and the 
Deputmen of Hisonof At and A, Hamard Unheni) il ortanie 

intermational confrences that will be held over the nextthre Sears. They will 
e scholars from various nstituions and discplines o pesent heir work and meet 
ther scholars. The frst conference, on elgious ar between Han and Tang 

gnasies willbe eld althe University of Chicago i the autumn of 1999, The second 
conference, o be held at Peking University in the Summer of 2000, will take 4 it 
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theme artistc and cultursl ineractons. The third conference, projeced for the 
Summer of 2001 at the Central Insttte of Fine Arts, will xamine sécular ars and 
materal culure. The publishing of conlerence proceedings as well s a bbliographic 
ndex o resourcs n ar isory and archacolog 1 planned. The project s funded by 
a grant from the Henry Luce Foundaton, Inc. 

For furthe information, lease contact Katherine Tsiang Mino, Univensity of Chicago. 
Fax 41 773 702 $901; cmai: Kminomidway uchicago.edu) or 14 Chongieng. 
Peking University. Fax. +86 10 6275 1667, 

  

Asian Studis Newsitter Archives 
Comprising an_extensive collection of scademic and cultural_newsltirs and 
associaion bulleins dedling in whle ot in pat with Asian affis and Asian Studic, 
e Archivs have been developed and mantained since 1970 with thce primary 
objectves in mind: (1) the creaton of a centrlised collcton of newsletier-ype malenals containing iformation about the growth and sl of Asisn Studics and 
‘Asiateliedorganiations and aboul (he ‘Seuviles of various inituions and 
individusls. Most publications on e are in English, French or German, while & 
Browing number at in Chincse, Jspanese, Korean and other Asian languages. Many 
Rave experienced very limiied irelaton. Some have appeared in mimcographed or 
Neroxed format, others more closly resemble profcsionaly prinid magasnes in 
their appeasance. (2) The preservation of these ssme materals for long-term scholarly 

e, expecilly a lbraics and ndividual recipients of newsleies gencraly dica 
therm on accountof thei perceived ephemeral ature. (3) The creston of 4 database 
that serves as the basis f0r the prepiration of various bibiographics and reference. 
tools, some of which have lrcady been published. Al work on the Archives has been 
underaken by Frank Joseph Shulman on a privae voluntary basis. s 3 long-tem Service 1o tewarchers, tugents, ibrarians and the general public. Wl over 1.500 
{itles from throughou the world ae currenty on il 

  

  

  

    

  

Al fles n the Asian Stadies Newsleter Archivesare open by appointment. Requests 
for a limited number of xerox copics of ndividual issucs of newsleiers are filed 
cost whenever possible. The co-operaton of newsltier and assocition bulctn 
ditors, university conres, various organisations and associaions, cultal groups, and 
individuais verywhere will always be apprecited. Please dicctal comspondence 
10: Frank Joseph Sholman, Asian Stdies Newsleter Archives, 9225 Limestone Place 
College Prk, Maryland, 20740-3943, U'S A, Te: 1 301 935 5614. 

     

  

Visual materials on Buddhistart and archacology regarding Inner Asian studies 
in the SOAS Library 
Apar from it rich collcton of books and periodicals in both westem and various 
vemacular languages regarling nner Asian sudies, the Library of the School of 
Orintal and African Studiesof the University of London also holds a valuable and 
Interestin collection of viswal malerals, . 3 14" % 3 1/4" sdes and photographs. 
The reaier pat of the visual materal feaies o Buddhist at and archacology and 
conss of the folowing three colecions with some miscellaneous addiions Of the 
three collections, the frt two have been cither poorly documenied or ok denified at 
il and anyone iterestedin incorporatng Ideniication and producing an inroduction 
3 partof their o resarch work would be most welcome 
Courtautd Insitateof At collcton 
“The Art and Atchacology Section of the SOAS Library was csablished in 1957. This 
was made possible by the transer of the Asian art collecton from the Courauld 
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Tnsitte of Ar, University of London. Amongst tis collection were about 2000 b & .3 14" x 3 14" sides and 1,000 pholographs of Buddhist antquits reaied to 
‘Central Asian stuics. The majorty of the slides present images of various Buddhi 
sits n the Indian subcontinent such as Ajana, Bharhut, Bodhgaya, Mathura, Sanch 
e and were produced in the 19205 and 19305 The photographs are amanged 
‘cconding o the main cultral divisions and include images of Budhit anities 
from Dunhiang, Turfan, Afghanistan, Tibel (including. photographs of Tibeian 
banners presenicd by Leopold Davis) and the Indian subcontinent 

    

1 should be noted that the Courtauld Asian art collction was lrgely due (o the 
generosit of Sir George Eamorfopoulos (1863-1939), connoiseur and collecor of 
ASian at His linancal coninbution toward the development of the Asian artstudies 
atthe Courtauld between 1933 and 1930 and his beguest of books and anworks 
Tacilated the creation of  very sgnifcant ollction. 1 boquest included 4 Set of 
the Horytji scrol, enormous facsimile collotype reproductions (of which only 20 
sets were produced) of the wail-paintings in the Kondo of the Horytj Temple in 
Japan and many othr valuabl volumes on East Asian art mosty published n he first 
‘quarte of the 20t ceniury. These items are all now part of the AR & Archacology Section of the SOAS Librry 

  

E. H. Hunt collection 
“The collction comprises 900 b. & . 3 1/47 x 3 14" slids and 2,000 photographs 
and glassplaie negaies on Indian material of archacological and anthropological 

{nteret connected with the work of . H. Hunt, R C.S,produced between 1917 and 
1930 O these some 800 iems arc of Buddhist nirest from th regions of Ajanta 
Aurangabad, Raigi,and other paces in the Indian subcontinent. 

  

SOAS Buddhist Art Project 
The proect was underiaken by Profsor Emcrits John . Buron Page b 921) and S Stvcen 1973 and 1973l comtss o 8 ol archiv o sround S50 s & . Phoogaphe snd bt of BaddhAL sl o iriows S h Idin Lo, i Ajaa, A, Bods, Bhhut, Dodhema, Gandhar Vit Saich S . Each prnt 1 accompiniod B band At descnpint e an g by iphabetal orir of e s The proe aso prodncd i DT oyl 000 monogaphe and ol rucics in e DnguaEe tn Baddhs st and arhaclogy of e Tndan sobcomune. g b S, e CPETp . CoROEpY LS, Sl 

  

   
  

  

  

More information o the Library' collections of Central Asian studis and the SOAS 
Library in gencral a8 well as on-line public access calogue can be found on the 
Intemet hip: . sous s ok Librry 

  

  

. Yasumura, ArtSecton, SOAS Library, Uniersiy of London, UK. 

‘The Internationsl Dunhuang Project Database 
‘Conaining detils of over 20,000 Central Asian manuscripts with over 1,000 high 
quality colour images, the Intermational Dunhwang Project (IDP) database is now 
‘cesaibl ol on hp:/Adp.bLuk. The databse also contains indexes, biblographics 

‘and i detail for many of the manuscripts. Tniended primanly a a scholaly 1ol 
the inleface allows access 1o the generl user 36 well. I is Ineraciv, allowing 
Slolars to scnd heir own comments and resarch 10 be enered o 0 the database 
(with full accredtation). Dat, including images, are being added daly. In a few 
Sears, there will be iages of iousands of previously unpublished paper and wood 
Trgments. opening new. possniities for scholars worldwide. Individuals. or 
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institutions can aso perpetate the rdition whercby many of these manuscipts were 
produced. The “Sponor a Sura”scheme enables anyone o sponsor the digtisation of 
2 arcular sui o group of sutras from 3 Il 35 £50. Your detas and any elication you wish 1> make will be added below th image on (e databace, Just 45 
donor names appear in the colophons of manuscrpts and the botio regiiers of 
paiings 
I sdditon t th database isef, IDP will be adin several webpages over the next 
e months with buckeround detal o the manuscripts, such s e devclopment of the book Tormat in China and aninioducion o he angusges and septsof Central Asi 
I you'know of relevant.web pages for lnks and for_suggestons snd more 
{nformation, please contac Susan Whilield bLuk or Colin Chinnery @bl uk 

  

Bead research 
The Bead Study Trust was founded with the intenton of cncoursging research into 
bcads. o ancient and cthnographic, from sl parts of the worid. I pubishes 
PEWSICHE twice & Y, Organises occasonal events and is preparing 3 ful prinied 
Gatalogue of the Beck Collcton of Beads, held n the Department o Atchacology & 
Anthropology in Cambridge. The Trust welcomes news about relesant Cenizal Asian 
isconerie,cither in the form of addtions 1o s Biblography or s arcls on bead 
escarch. which may be prnted in the Newsleier. Enquiries and correspondence 
Shouldbe addressd to The Secreary, Bead Study Trist, 20 Eliscombe Road, London, 
SE77PF, UK. E-mail bead sty nist@aapi.co. k. 

  

  

  

Dr. . John Simpson, 
Department of Western Asiatic Antguite, The Brish Muscu, London, U.K. 
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EXHIBITIONS 

Asian Artin London 
From the 100 0 the 21t of Novemer, 199, London hsted a celeraton of Asian 
ar The major contabulon 1o (i were the many desles Who prepure specil hibtions i therpermanent premises scatred il over e iy The bcton Rowses organised around 14 actons of Asia ar, while & specal exbion a e Roval ‘Academy of Ans (centrd on  seletion of Chinee cirumics rom the Au Bak Ling Collecion) an o show 3 the Pescivl Davia Foundation, to concurent cxhibiionsa the Victona and Albert Muscum on Japanese at and one at e Brunci Gallry (SOAS) on seleced Iskamic works of at from the Al Sabah colecion have allstrongly contbuted 1 succes which, most cl, will b epesied next year. I i in fact the Wil f the g commies o this i cdion of “Asan At in 
London’, wih Michael Spnk 35 Chrman, 1 ramsform thi vent ino n sl feaure Saring net car et ar plans 1 nche non-commercial s vents such i Concrt, senen o lectures, more muscum cxhibiion, which songde. the Commercal i ying 31 he core of such 3 huge promouonal clfort, wil iramsfor London o  workhcentre of Anan Art“Asian’ ha t be underid a5 Il ieming the Far Eaier countcs, hough a ager represeniaon o Indion B At caicage e 1 e e 

  

  

  

  

     

For our readers, we have chosen to mention  few dealers exhibiions with highly 
reprsentaive areacts of those cultres and geographical aras coversd by thiv 
Dewsicier, Anna Mara and Fabio Ross, have Selcted Bactran matenal collct 
oer the years, ranging in tme from the 4th3rd millennium BC. o the It 
millennium AD. and represnied by objects such a bronse censer,neckiaces, bows, 
‘osmetic pos in bronze, gold. silver, rock crysal and other media. The exhibiion has 
provoked 4 strong nicrest amongst scholars and colleclor, quite beyond the ‘xpecttions of s organisers who did not prepare a catalogue. Given the Scat 
{nformation and schotary publications on the geographical and cultural e of 
Wester Asia- and Bacina, which descrve more thorough sudics than the fow published up (o now, it 1 oped that the materil gatherd by Rosst nd Ross will 

mulate furher rescarch i s field. 

  

  

  

An interesting and sylsically homogenous group of Gandharan sculpures, dated 0 
e 15 2nd century A.D:, was presnicd by John Eskenazi, who has been colecing 
rom different sources th Serieh o low relels and standing Buddha frures feaured 
i i xhibiton. Central Asia and carly Chingse extles were amonget the ancient 
ibrics Lo be seen in the shows.of Michael Franses (Textle Gallry), Jacqueline 
Simcox and Francesca Galloway. The recent nflu of early texils in th art market 
5 contributing 10 ther study 10 an unprecedented level. Datin rom the 2nd century 
B.C to the 13t century A.D. and later, these ragmenis are furher evidence o 
Sophisticaed Weaving iechniques and artistie radtons 

  

    

D Filppo Salvas, Uniersit of Rome, Rome, laly 

“Tibet: Culture and Art” 
Museum of Art and Design, Helsnk, Finland 
Nearly 500 exhibit from cight differnt collctions were on show in this recent 
extibition (16 Aprl - 2 August 199) displaying both the relipious and secular 
‘apectsofthe rch pre- 1959 Tibetan cltue, Several flems from the 14th Dals Lama's 
prvate collction in Dharamsala were on public display for the irs ime inthe West.  
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These included 20th ceptury thangkas, jewellery, two Tibetan scripture cases and 
various ftial objects. The welcome fodn of the Library of Tibetan Works and 
Archives” statue colleciion (exhibied n part fen years ago in Switzeland) conributed a range of the oldest ilems: mainly Tibean bomes from the I4th to the 19t 
Centuris. Rugs, Jewellry, amulet boses and fumiture were on loan from privaie 
Savish and Américan coliector, and the Phunisog Wangyal colecion in London 

provided six thangkas. In addiion, several elgious costumes and il masks were 
cluded in the exhibition, suounded by sets of Nepalese ital objects from the 
Namgyal Monastery in indis. The colletion of photographs. from the  Tibet 
Foundation complemented the abjects on display 

  

  

A ichly illstaid catalogue entiledTiibe - Kltuuri ja taide / Tibe - Culure and 
Art cdited by Marane Aav s available from Museum of An and Design. 
Korkeavuorenkatu 23, Helsinki, FIN-00130, Finand. Tel: +358 91622 0540; fax: 
43589 622 05455, 13589 626733 
(We would like 1o thank Marjo Alafouzo, MA Candidate, Deparment of Art & 
Archacology, SOAS, Univrsity of London and Alpo Raia, Turku, Finland for this 
nformation) 

  

“The Glory That Was Pakistans 50 Years of Archacologieal Research in 
Pakistan. A Photographic Exhibition” 
“This photographic exkibiton was organiscd by the Ntional Heritage Foundation and 
the Department of Archacology of the Universty of Peshavar, North West Fronter 
Province, Pukistn. I began in Peshawar from 9 February dnd then tavelled 1o 
Islamabad, Lahore, Karachi and Queta, where it coneluded on 23 March, 1998, It 
aimed at dssesung the growth of archacology in Pakisian snce independence by 
focusing on the new chapters that have becn added 1o the country's cultural hisory by 
national and intemational initutions and the coniribution of individual scholars The 
xhibiion looked at prehisiory,the Indus civiliton and the ssue of is origins and 
eclin, the Gandhara Grave Cultre, the Sal excavatons, the Achoemenid, Greck, 
Scyhian, Parthian and Kushan periods, Buddhit art of Gandhara, the Hindo Shahi 
‘and Turk Shabi periods, the rock carvings in the Upper Indus Valley, and fially 

Pakista's Islamid hertage from it origns s rvealed i the excavations it Bhambore 
and Mansura. This cxhibiton was held as part of Pakisans Golden Jubllee 
celbrations and i sccompanied by a calogue (v . 4 of his Newsleter). 

  

“Trcasures of Indian Art: German Tribute {0 India’s Heritage” 
Indian Museum, Caleutt, India 
‘Some ofthe finest piccs from the collction of the Museum of Indian At of the Sate 
Muscums of Belin, Prassian Cultural Foundation are included in this touring 
exhibition ravellng around India The 92 masterpiccs, which include sculptres 
minilurcs and objecs o decorauve art were firs shown at the Natonal Museum in 
New Delhi (14 August - 30 Sepimber 1998). AL present the cxhibion s on show at 
the Indian Museum in Calcuti (15 October - 15 Kovember 1998) and i will aso be 
traveling o the National Gallry of Modern Art, Bombay (21 November 1998 - 15 
Junuary '1999): These art objcts are being shown abroad for the fist time. This 
nique exhubiion is & gl 0 e people of ndia n the occasion of the completion of 
the fiteln annversary of Tndiss mdependence. A caslogue has becn published in 
English. 

  

 



CIAA Newsletter Issue #8_Exhil 

  

“In the Footsteps of the Buddhas Iconic Journey from India to China’ 
University Moseum and Art Gallery, The Universiy of Hong Kong, PR.C. 

  

This s the largest exhibiton of its kind ever held in Hong Kong, drawing from the 
aristic traditions o Indi, Sn Lanks, Burma, Cambodia, Indoncss, Thailnd. Nepal, 
and from the Tibetan and Xinjiang Autonomous Regions of China as well s from 
Han Chinese cullural zones of Northern and Central China. The main focus o ths 
exhibiion (26 Sepiember -1 Decemiber 1998) 15 o trace the migraton of art and 
{deas in ancient imes from ca_second century B.C. o the thireenth century A.D. {hrough 4 Sdy of 3n objects from th regions named above. The emphasis of the 
exhibiion 1s on the various rligic-cconomic and social impulscs that created the 
Vibrant cultual exchange of tha perod. Over 120 objects are on loan rom wel 
Known muscums in Europe and Amenca and from renowned collectors in Asia and 
the US.A. The Museum Tur Indische Kunst, Berlin has len aboul 60 art objets, 
ncluding paintngs from Kizl and Turfon hich have never before been cuhibied n 
Asi. The Art Insitule of Chicago, which has some impressive South and Southeast 
Asian picces, and the Clovelund Muscum with 15 nch Chinese and. Indian art 
collectons, e aiso generously fen rare and precious objects In ddition, local and 
intermations private collctors re also showing ther objects 

  

  

A caalogue of the exhibiion n English is available (v p. 46 of this Newsletr). For more detals plesse contact, Fung Pung Shan Building, University Museum and At 
Gallery, 94" Bonham Road. Hong Kong, PRC: web ste at hup 

AW bk B EibiL b 

    acred Visions: Early Paintings from Central Tibet! 
‘The Metropolitan Museum of Ari, New York, USA.    
Runningfrom 5 October, 1995 to 17 Janary, 1999, th show focuscs on  group of Conir Tibtan portabe patings on cloth (hangia dating from he clercnth 1 centh conun. Coniderabl iTon 1 made 1o st the works in th conent of Neplese and Bengal Srise producion, 10 8 Syt Icaurs 2 & b for more sccrtc and specic daang, and 0w atlenion o h xiem of oretgn nflknce prior o the cmergence of iy Tibean diom. This cxhibiion 1s the st 0 bring Tociher the fnes carly Tibcian panings Known and 1o concentri solly on s Subee (v CIAR NL 7. April 1998 . 28) 
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CONFERENCES 

Conference reports 

“Nomads in a Sedentary World” 
International Insttute for Asian Studies, Leiden, The Netherlands 
“This imernational colloquium devoted o a discusson of the ol that nomads plased 
i the Socio-cconomic and poliical dvelopment o the sedentary world took pluce on 
23 Jly 1998 11 am was o study this s n istorical perspeciive i areas ranging 
from Eastern Erope to West Aska o China, Iran and India. Papers reevant 1o our 
readers were prescnied by A M. Khazanov, University of Wisconsin, Madison, 
US.A. (Keynote address _ “Nomads n the History of the Sedentary World): A. K. 
Narun, Benares, India (‘A Case Stady of the Sakas 1n South Asia”) and E. | 
Kychanov, Rusdan Academy of Sciences, St Pelersburg, Russan Federaion 
(Nomads i the Tangu 7, 

  

  

    
“The proceedings oftis colloquium will be included i a special volume of studics on 
the subject 

“Prescrvation of Dunbuang and Central Asian Collections” 
“Third International Conference, Berlin, Germany 
Daurin the second internaionsl conference on the “Conservation of Manuscripts from 
Dunhiang and Central Asia” in Paris and Chandlly (. IDP News 3, 1996) it was 
agreed that in fore the group should be evtended 1o include more museum 
Specilists and that the next conference should lso. deal With he problems of 
prescrving and restoning other materals from Cental Asia than manbenpt. The 
i Itemational Conlerence took plce beeen 13-16 May, 1995, The Museum of 
Indian Art (Museum fur Indische Kunst, MIK) and its dirctor, Maranne Yaldi. 
joined the Statsbibliothek s hoss. Scholurs from Uzbckisan, Kazakhstan, 
Kreyzstan and from Urumai as wellas Peking were presen. Papers o interst 10 our 
readers included Misadik M Iskhakov: “The Sogdiah manuscripts from Mount Mg 
and some new discoveries of manuscripts from Urbekisan - their conservation, 
festoation and cataloguing”; Liu Zhixiao. “Buddhist rock cave temples of Xinjiang 
and the cthnic group Who created these works of ar”; Margarta Vorobyova: 

Desyatov skaya: “Presrvation and sty of manuscripts o the first millennum from Dunhuang and other reglons of Central Asia” Rustam Tursonovich Abdukamilov 
“The Afrsyab puinings and its Subjects. conncetion with the Avesta”s Susan 
Whiticld” "Adding images and going on-line further developments of the IDP 
dauabasc” Do Gengeheng: “The collection and preservtion of Cental Asian materals i the. Ximjang Muscun”; Masad Simibayey: “The problems. of 
‘conservation and restoration of the wal painiings from the palace of the king of 
Samarkand in Afrsyab's Labre Feugére: “The resioration of  fagmen of  panfing 
of Guajing from Dunhuang (Musée Guimet EO 17669)" and Monique' Cohen 
“Fragments ¢'Avie Centrale - ilan d'une enquctc” 

  

  

  

      

  

“There were alo two round-able discussions on th sspects of conservation of Cental 
Asian maicnls and on recent developments and. fuute perspectives of the 
Intemational Dunhuang Project There was  isit of the collections both of Tufan 
and of other Onental manuserips a5 well 3 the resiorton laborsorics of the 
Staaisbiblothek. At the MIK the presen state and fuure plans for the Intermational 
Dunhuang Project were discussed. The paricipants from Central Asia and Xinjiang
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pleaded their urgent nccd for help and taining in conseration and restortion. 
Monique Coben (Bibiiothique Nationale de France, Pais, France). Mark Barmard 
(Onental and Indian Office Collections, Brish Library, London, UK ) and Ermst 
Barel, the head of the Swatsbibliohk's restoraion deparment, were clected 1 an 
infomal group which s fo conside ways of helping our Centsl Asian collcagues. 
Finaly, the muscunt's colecions - they were i eary sages of dismanting due 0 the 
imminca rebuiding work (v, CIAA NL 7. April, 1995, p. 16, - d i resoration 
Workshop were visid. 
(We would like 10 ihank Dr. Harmut-Oroin Feisiel, Depury Dircctor 
Orientabeilun, Staatsbibliothek. Berin, Germany for this information.) 

  

i the Footsteps o the Buddha: An Iconic Journey from India to China™ 
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong, PR.C. 
This one-day symposium held on 26 September 1998 coincided with he opering of 
the intermationalexhibiion of Budnistart a the Unversity of Hong Kong (. . 31 of 
his Newsleter). The kevnote speaker was Dr. Protapaditya Pl ('US.A) who 
presenicd 4 paper entiled: ~From Mediation o Incanttion: Changing Natre of 
Buddhist Art and Pravis". Other speakers included Professor Helmut_ Brinker 
(Switzerlandy: “The Power of Esoteric Buddhist Divinites”; Pofessor D Gencheng 
(Peopl’s Republic of China): “Gandhara Stle as seen n the Buddhis Art Colecton of the Ximjang Museum®; Dr, Jan_ Fontein (USA). “The Evolution' of 
“Indianization"™ Professo Pirya Krksh (Thaiand): “The Mystery o Snvijaya in 

‘Thai An”; Professor Ma Shichan (People's Republic of Chia): Sty and Theme of Kiti A Study through Select Examples”: Dr, bon Stadtner (U.S.A.): “Pagan without 
the  Glass Palace. Chronile” Professor Marianne Yaldiz. (Federal Republic of 
Germany): “The Concept of ihe Cosmological Buddha” and Dr. Chhaya Hacsner 
(Federal Republic of Germany): “lconography of Turfan: Select Examples in the 
Buddhist Art of the Xinyang Region’ 

      

  

“Worlds of th Silk Roads: Ancient and Modern” 
Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia 
The Ausilasian Society For Inner Asian Suies (AS1AS) held teir Third 
Bicanial Sik Roads Conference between 18 - 20 Sepiember, 1998, 18 papers were 
presend by Ieading Austalian and iiemational isorians or a range of ancient and moden Inner Asian subjecis ranging ffom the Achacmenid Empire (0 the 19905. 
Special guest Professor Nicholas Sims-Williams of SOAS, University of London, 
UK. delivered two significant paper: the it on the spread of Syrian, Greck and 
Iranian Chrisianiy in Ceniral Asia, and the second on a very recent ranslaton of perhaps the oldest Bactran document yet discovered, & marmage Contract from i 
Gontury Afghanisan. Samuel Lieu, Professo of Ancient Hisory at Macquarie and 
Honorary President o the A S.1.A.S. spoke about th contacts between the Sussanid 
and Chinse dymasties on he ove of 5lamic conquest. A paper on Persian postry and 
ieraure by Alorsvan Tongerloo was delivered in absenti. Peter Magee of Sydney 
Universtys Depariment of Archacology spoke  on ihe  universiy’s - recent 
archacological work in the casier regions of the Achacmenid Empite. Colin 
Mackerras cxamined the development of the Usgur sae n the 8 century. Michael 
Underdown discussed the Northern Silk Road contacts between Turfan and Korea. 
Craig Benjamin analysed th creation and consoldation f the carly Kushan Empire 
under the Kadphiscan monarchs. David Chistian, Prosident of ASLAS.. analysed 
the cvidence for regarding the cssentally cast - west Silk Roads s norh - south 
steppe roads as wel. The restofth papers dealt with the laer periods 

  

  

»  
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In additon, a volume of papers from the Second A SLASS. Conference entled Worlds of the Silk Roads: Ancien and Modern. Proceedings of the 2nd ASIAS. 
Conference, September 199 edied by D Chistian and C. Benjamin (Furhout: 
Brepol, 1998) was launched by Nichola Sims-Williams a the conference. It will be 
in print very soon: The Australasian Sociely for Inner Asian Sties is the major 
Ausiralasian academic asociaton of histonans intrested n Inner Asia, and looks 
forward o Staging 3 Fourth Conference in October 2000, and 1o the publcation of 
papers from this Thind Conference. Al enquires should be addressed 1o Craig 
Benjamin, Secretary of A STA.S: e mail: argal @acay com.au 

  

  

(We would ke t thank Craig Benjamin, Macquarie University, Sydney, Ausiralia for 
s informations) 

“The Third Silk Road Conference” 
Yale University, New Haven, US.A. 
A three-day conference between July 10-12, 1998, marked the close of the tree-year 
“Silk Road Project: Reuniting Turfan's Scattered Treasures" unded by the 
Henry Luce Foundation (v. CIAA NL 6, November 1997, p. 16, CIAA NL 7, Apri 
1995, pp. 34-35). The twenty-fve orginal members of the projct (twelve Americans 
and thirten Chinese) presened papers, s did cleven other scholarsalso working on 
subjecs rlted fo Slk Road suies. As a group. thse papers show that the feld of 
Turfan studies has taken shape 50 quickly ha  has already spavwned sub-fieds. 
Wang Binghua’s paper was the only one that addresse the important subject of he original residents of the Tufan cass: the Jushi (or Gushi) people. A group of 
Fectangula ertical pt tombs al Jisohe suggest tha these were buil by the Jushi 
opl. whose tombe diffred markediy from the sloped poth ones o characieristc of 
e Tatr Chinese who setled Turfan n the third and fourth centries A.D. Mariko 
Waler, Stanley Tnser and Yang Jdong discussed evidence of Buddbism at othr S 
Road Sites incuding Niva, Partia and Dunhuang in the period before A.D, 500 
Richard Frye cxplained why he emphatcally did not beleve the mummilied corpses 
of Xinjiang were Tocharians. More than tn papers examined diffeent aspects of 
Chinese socit. instutions nd religion during the period ofthe Gaochang Kingdom 
(500.640) and direet Chinese rule (640-803) incluing Chen Guocan (taes), Deng Xisonan. (women), Al Dien (omb inventores, Valeri. Hansen (e spread of 
Buddhism into Turfan), Qu Ling (epitaphs). Rong Xijiang (Docism), Erc Trombert 
‘and Victor Xiong (the cqual-feld system), and Zhu Lei (social scta). 
Many partcipants were ineresied in the influnc of Iranians and othr frcigners i 
Tufan. Oktor Skjrve looked at the textal evidence regarding the presence o 
ranians and Manichacans in Turfan. Wo Zhen presenid  wide varety of textal and 
antisic evidence of 4 non-Chinese presence in Turfan and explained the changing 
meaning of th tem fu (barbarian), while Marc Abramson also cxamined a varicty of 
Chinese deas about foeigners in the Tang period. Laissa Schwart introduced the 
Sogdian tombs rom Guyuan, Ningxia. The period of Uygur rule (802 1289) received 
attenton from Kabar Barat_(Buddhist hierarchies) and Isafel Yusul (Uygur 
contracs). Eva Jane Neumann Fridman presenied th latest papr chronologicaly 
Which analysed the mixing of Shamanisi and Buddhism among the Kalmyk and 
Buryat Mongols i th seventecnth and ighicenth centuris, 

  

  

There were seversl papers investigating art historical questions. Zsuzsanna Guldcsi 
discussed the problems regarding the nfluence of Mani's pictre-book on The 
Tormation of Manichacan pictoil rt in Turfan in the cightb-cleventh centurics. She 
denifed severa spociic Manichacan themes and argued that Manichacan picional 
art remained closely ntegried with 5 onginal book relted context. Elizapeth M. 
‘Ovwen,one of the co-organisers of ths conference, analysed the orgin of the motif of 
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e poar-bodered medallion which sppcared throughout th region. Lilla Rusell Shih spoke sbout the nflance of Uygars on Dunuan ar, concenratng on tho {enihcepury nd consdering the istorcl and thstc idence. The st pat o her Gk Focused o th neraction betwecn Ugur, Chinese, Tangu and Liso st by using e cxample of & Berekik wll panting. Annetie Johino and Judth Lemer gave & Geaiod alyss ofth iconogTapC program of the Miho Muscum Tunerry couch. ‘Which s Chinee nform and fncton,bu 1 el dcoraion  predomnaatly o Chincse, depicng varous cthnc. groups. Among. the Sudicd images et the Soddew N, axd o Zoroasnan funeary e, Sarah E. Frasr e a detailed hirdnrion t the method, ol and matepls used B artists and vorahops i the urfan region bebween he Tt i ceniancs, examiing SKEEhe. pounces, oot block prnting,cmbrodery and sclpural moukl. Free hand drawinge 04 dffeng arutie sl wer ko faken o Gonsideration. 1t was concluded that 1 th ier e th ffcientproducion 1ol and ol cocuments po 10 & professonalisod Fiour stucure ot srisans. Wo M dhscused (e Sk (exules excvated from the 
Asiana graves. Judy Changwa Ho concentrated on the ay ety and gender Shaped modes of feprsenitons of women n lombs - Tufan M Shchang Conkdere he variou iacnces tha shaped the Buddhs art i Kcha, Kocho an 
Duniane. Janet Baker seloced the image o the Heaveiy King n tombs and Lemple and compare  gur found i s Astan tom with el Known Chinse amples 

  

   
  

  

  

Denise Leidy reconsructd theiconographic program of Cave 20 (Grnwedel's Cave 
9)in Bezeklik and considered th ritals and feligious pactice tha shaped the artisic: 
program, drawing on comparisons from carly Tibctan arl. Nobuyoshi Tanabe talked 
Shout the wall piniings n Tovok Caves 42 and 20, and concludod that they 
{ilstrated carly apocryphal visualsation text, from  period when the visuaisaion 
pracices and the coresponding conography were sl being formed. Angcla Sheng 
Elkd about the inovative combinaion of Simpie designs with comples weaves used 
o silks found in the Turfan arc. Which do ot confor to the principles generally 
i of Chincse silks. Her paper also examincd the rlaionship between socal change 
nd trsaster of technology 1 Turfan during the sith and seventh centurics, Jonathan 
Karam SKall gave the esuls of his exiensive rescarch of the more than 150 silvr ‘Sasanian and Arab-Sasanian couns and th corresponding writen documents ound in 
Turfan. Many of these coins dae from the fourthcentury A.D.,from which period 
there are no coresponding fnds from China. SHfs in trade roues may explan this 
and other differences between such fnds in the Turfan region and in China. Zhing 
Guangda tlked bout the presence of Iranian deities in the Turfan Chinese texts and 
in the rt of th arca. The conference concluded with an imporiant paper by Nancy 
Shatzman Stcinhardt reconsiructiong the wal funcion and ar histoncal imporiance 
of the ity and iual comple in Beiting (Beshbal). 

  

  

  

Those who are intresied may consult the project web-site for abstacts of these 
papers and speclic informlion bout orderng 4 hard. copy of the conference 
proceedings, which will b available oon. The Web-site will alo contan iformation 
Shout th papers which have been accepted by journals for publication. I adiion. in 
the near fture, it s planned 1 post thre différent tems hat ar the products of this 
project:an inrduction 1 the Rsory of Turfan and of the dierent expeditions that 
Excavaied the site by Zhang Guangds and Rong Xiniang: a bblography of mostly 
Chinclangusge e sbot Tt comped b Rone Xinjang: s dabisct. 
ver 3,000 Turtan documents and arefacs, which concentres on s published in 
Chinese made using Acces (Office TO7 vesion) ind Twin Bridges Chincec-language 
Software For further nformation plcase contaet Profesor Valere Hansen (¢ mat 
Vallerie ansen@yale duy wel-sie: p o ale cdu/ceasse i 

  

(We would like 10 thank Professor Valerie Hansen, Yale Universiy, New Haven, 
US.A.for some o his information.)  
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Forthcoming conferences 

The Sixth Annual Central Eurasian Studies Conference, 
Indiana University, Boomington, Indian, US.A., 27 March, 1999 
Graduate sudents, faculty and independent scholars are invitd to submit abstrcts of 
papers on Central Eurasian tssues 1 al felds. Two panels are being organised for 
Cenual Asian papers, one on ancient and medieval Central Asia, and anotber on 
moder Cental Asia. Absiracts of p to o double:spaced pages in ength are e by 
& January, 1999, A collecton of abtrcts of papers seleced will be publshed by the 
date of the conference. leas indicate fTiaon (1 any). address, ¢-mail address and 
iclephonefax number. Noufications of scceptance and othr information will be st 
10 th authors on 20 Jnuary, 1999, There is 4 USS20 fe for participants who are ot 
Cumently afflaied with the Bloomingion Campus. The fc s payable after receiving 
the notification of acceptance and should be sen tgether with & et of inention 
atlend which 5 due on 30 Jamuary, 1999 

  

  

Queries snd abstracts may be ¢-maled diectly o the panel moderaors: Ancient and Medieval Ceniral Asia to Ron Scla (rsla@indiana odt) and Modem Central Asia 10 
Damel Prior (dprior@indian.cdu). Address: The Sixth Annual Ceniral Eurasian Conference, Gondbody Hall 157, Indiana Universty, Bloomingion, IN 47305, US A 
Tel +1 $13835 0510;fax: +1 812 85 7500 

  

Central and Inner Asia Seminar, 
University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontarlo, Canada, 23-24 Apri, 1999 
“The Central and Iner Asia Seminar (CIAS) i dedicaied 10 studying th cultures and actviies of ancient and modern nomadic peopls that occupy the region from the 
China Sea to_ Exsiem Europe, and their relaonship with Sumounding sedentary 
cultres. The CIAS grew out of the Canada: Miongoli Associaion n 1990 and at that 
{ime began sponsonng a regular series of anmual lectures. In 1993 the individual 
lectures were replaced by an annual seminar and the proceedings ffom these have 
been printed n (o volues of Working papers. A third volume s 1 pres. 
The subjectof the et Seminar wil be “Religion, Customary Law and Material 
Culture Among the Nomads”. The organiss would welcome proposals on this 
Subject, which may be interprted broadly in terms of the historica past and of 
inflbences transmitied 1o moden e and values. “Religion” i o be ntepreied 
broadly to include all aspects of religious at. BY “cusiomary law” s meant the 
‘complex nomadic Turko Vongolian customs and traditons which were clevaed 1o 
{he satus of 1aw by Chingis Kban n the 13th cenury and which often conflicted with 
the laws and pracices of the rligions of Islam, Chrisianity and Buddhism when 
{hese spread among the various nomadic peopis of the Eurasian sieppe. “Vateral 
Culture® cncompasss the physical remaine (rchacological,ar histoncal, rchitectual 
{nclucing the “inor” ars: oth el gious and secular) % hich played 4 ole in religion 
orlaw, or the ineraction o th two. 

  

  

Resources pemiting, the procedingsof the Seinar will b published (o previous it e Conal s blow mesioncwe-vi) Whle gt il be Tesponsbl fr e el and hing expenacs, h orpacrs Wil make every ot o it the iy i Torono an. 0po foques, o avis abou he v&labily of Todesly priced sesommodaion: Proposi ox heny- o for-minui prsenaons i b Seht 1o Profesor Michael Oepvens (102065 3153 compuserv.com) i 10 Profewor Wayne Schepp (schieppi@cagleca. Addres: Cental and aner Asia 

 



CIAA Newsletter Issue #8_Conferences 

  

Semina, /o The DEEDS Project, Room 14290 Robars Library, 130 St Geaorge St 
Universty of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, MSS 3HI. Canada. Web-sit 
ipew soronto.caldeedsioas 

The Fitcenth International Conference of the European Association of South 
Asian Archacologists. 
International Insitute for Asian Studies (IAS), Leiden University, The 
Netherlands, 59 July, 1999 
The South Asian Archacology Conference wil be held this tme in the Netherlands. In agrecment Wilh ideas disussed ol the meeting of the Executive Commitice of e 
Association n 1997, it has b decided 1o iniroduce a few changes in the esablished 
practce of organising these conferences. The main concern was th cver-increasing 
Humber of papers. submitid in recent years, which seemed o treaien the elfctveness of the conference. Therefore papers will be arranged in clusters of 
relaed themes o subjects 1 the fields of prehistonc_archacology, historcal 
rchacology and art histoy. Those who wish o conibule & pape should have o Ph.D 
egre, o enclose & lter of recommendation from their upervisor. Absiract hould 
e'seni. before 1 February, 1999, The organisers reseve the nght, i necessary. 0 
make & selcetion on the basis of the absiracts. Prioiy will bt given 0 hew result in 
ferms of excavations, ieldwork. materal or melhodology. Rescarch papers on any aspectof Soulh Asan Archacology and Ar History are welcome. Those who willnot 
presenta paper will have o registr before 15 Junc, 1999 

  

  

The conference fec i f. 150 (Duich guilders), 175 for sudents. For @ egistation 
form or more detls please addres al comrespondence to: Congress Team SAA 99 
clo Itermational Intute for Asian Sudies (HAS), P.OB. 9515, 2300 RA Leiden, 
The Netherlands. Tel: +31 71 527 2227, fax: 431 71 327 4162; email 
TIAS@RULLET LeidenUniv NL (message subject: SAA 99) 

    

European Conference of Iranian Studies, 
Pari, France, 610 September, 1999 
“The Fouth Europesn Conference ofIranian Stis is being organiscd by the “Monde 
Iranian” and s open o all specalists of raan civilisation {fom it orgins to modern 
times. Papers can be presented in French, English, German or ltalan, th offical 
languages of the Socieas Iranologica Europaca. (SIE). and should not exceed 20 
minutes, They will be prescnted by theme and arranged by subjec n parale sesions. 
‘The deadline for regisirtion was 15 October, 1998 Conference fes for members of 
e SIE: FF300; non members:. FF600: Students: FF100. Feesdo not inclde travel or 
accommodation and e payabie beforc 15 Jun, 1999, The conference will be held at 
he Cié universitire imermaionale de Paris. For furthr infomation, including & 
fegistration form, contct: Secretarial, Monde Iranien, CNRS - 27, ue Pal Bert, 04 
504 TVRY sur Seine France. Tel 433 1 4960 3005, fax: +3 1 4521 9419; e-mal 
inn@drlcon v 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Recent journals 

Cabiers d'Asie Centrale - Revue de I lnsttut frangais dEtudes sur P'Asi centrale 
(IFEAC), Nos. 12 doubic issue) ‘Aix-en Provence: 1996, Annual subscription FFIGS, Order from Edisud, La Calade, 
RN7, 13090, Ax-en Provence, France. Tl: 33 42 216 134;fux: +33 43 215 620 

  

“This doube-sse dels with the topc of Roads of Trade and Ideas. At in French and English ave been grouped sccoring 1o subecs. Ude h section Traders and 
Crafsmen arces of Inerc o oo eaders ncle: “Rlaions entre 'Ase cenitle T Inde 31poque helénsugue” (Claode Rapin): “Les marchands sogdiens dans ies mersdu Sud 11 époue préslamique” (Frnis Grene) and “Les roulcs arvanieres enre e de lnde e de PASC centale” (Ra G. Moukminova), The secuon From Archiecture to Music inclues he Tollowing aricies ~Begram: Along 
Ancien Cental Asian and Indian Trade Roules (Sanyyox Mehendle)and "L gens CenireAsique des minarets ndins” (Gabina A POOgachorkons). "L fromitres occkdetales e 1 diffusion du bowdhisme en Asic cntnle” (M. 1. lsnovich and 21 Gusmanova) s n th scton caled Beies and Blievers IFEAC wae e 1992, perioical s pblihed twic a yca. Each e ofers  pecfc hemt a3 well o fapers ahowt curent scenilc rescach. The geogmphical arca covered includes bt Five Cenial Aian Republcs (Kasakhta, Krghizan, Urbekisa, Turkmenistan, Tadykisan) and nighbouring arcas (Northrs Alganistan, Iranian Khorasan, Chincse Xinjane): Bl group st e th Turco-Mongol peoples Such s Tatas from Kazan (Tatartn) an Cimea, the Mongol, th Kaimiks the Chucasan Mol (peciiclly A7en)s 1 Siberian peopes uch as th Yok, e Tunguses. TFEAC can be reached n Unbekosan: 18 3, Shilkor Stet, 70031 Tashken, Urbekisan.Tel +7 3712 394 705: fax: 47 3712 91 656 

  

    

SPACH Newsietter, ssue 4, April 1998 
adited by Brgite Neubacher, co. UNOCHA KABUL, P.O. Box 1809, slamabad, 
Pakistan Tel: 4873 761 473 186, fux: 873 761 473 I87; c-mail unrco@kabul isb- 

  

“The latest st of the newseter of the Society for the Presrvation of Afghanistan's 
Culuural Heritage (SPACH) contains a eport on the curtent status o the Bamiyan 
Buddhas by Navey H. Duptee: an ineviow with Prfessor A. H. Dani on te gl 
rade of arefacs from Alghanistan, and the fesulng siuation in Pakisan;  small 
picce about the inventory of Kabul Museu objects, including the Telya Tepe gold 
hoard: an' appeal from Federico Mayor, Direcior-General of UNESCO, for 
intemational solidanty o protect Afghanisun’s cultural heriage (lslamabad, 16 
‘Scptember. 1997); and ongoing work by UNCHS (Habita o restore the building and 
surroundings of the Kabul Museum, 
'SPACH s buikling & resource centre and is looking for donations of aricles, 
publications, books or othe reevant information resourc. 1 you would ke 0 help 
SPACH's activtes by becoming a member (USSS0 pe year) please write 1o SPACH 
o, ARIC PO, Box 1083, Universty Town, Peshawar, Pakistan. Tel: 192 0351 775 
3661 fax 492 SI 272 932 cmail: spach@spachorgpk;  websie: 
upvwspach org pk
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‘Dunhuang.Tulufan yanjiu Gourol of Dunbuang and Torfan Studies) 
(vl 3, 1997) Beijng: Peking Univesity Press. 1998, pp. 439, 4 b & w. plate. 
RMBS3, with 10 p.&. Order from Peking Uniersity Pres, 100871 Beijing Daue 
Chubanshe Faxingbu, P R.C. Tel: 186 1 6275 4130: fax: +86 1 6255 6201, For more 
{nformation pease contact one of the editrs, Rong Xinjang,e-mail: ) @i com.cn 
“This important journal fas been published since 1995 i collaboration between four 
insttutions in China, Hong Kong and Thailand. Three volumes have appeared 5o far, 
cach containing over 300 pages of scholarly arucles, followed by obitaries, book 

Teviews and a s of elevant new publications. AS the Preface of the firs volume 
pointsout, after decades of rescarching the materials ound in Dunhuang, Turfan and 
1 the surrounding arca. it has become clear tha they cannot be fuly undersood n 
isoltion and have to b tudied toether n ordr 1 undersand imporiant ik, With 
e exception (Georges-Jean Pinault: “The Rendering of Buddhist Terminology in 
Tocharan”, vol. 1, 1995, p. 9-36). th language of the arile i Chinese. Each issue 
it conlents page in Enghsh. Tables and back-and-white iluszaions are included 
Wwhere approprite. 

  

  

  

“The main focus s on historcal and linguistic esearch, but several very important 
aricles on at hisory have also been published. Tils of inieest 1 our readers 
quoied from the English contents page include Jiang Boain: “Nagartja and Ganeéa: ‘A0 Teonographical Study on the St Mural i the Mogao Grotocs” (vo. 1, 1995, pp. 
130160y Ma De: “The Mogao_ Grotoes and the Buddhist_ Commiuniis. in 
Dunhuang” (vo. 1, 1995, pp. 161-176); Romg Xnjiang: “The Nature of the Dunhusng 
Library Cave and ihe Reauon fo ts Seling” (vo. 2, 1996, pp: 2348 Veng Sihur 
“An 1conographical Sty on the Puuning of Tejaprabha Buddhar” (ol 2, 1596, pp. 
101-148) and X Zigang: “New Concordance of the Numbering System of the 
Mogao Grotoes™ (vol. 2, 199, pp. 149-162). Rong Xinjjang's artcle gives o 
summary of the conlictng ideas concering the scaing of Cave 17, and argues 
Convincingly for 1006 A.D. 4 the most accepiable date, whichis even calcr tha the 
iraditionall quoted opinion o Pu Pelio, which had lnked the scaling of th cave. 
10 the Tangut atack in 1036, Rong pointsout hat othing scems o lnk the finds (o Such an attack, and argues that Cave 17 was & sacted depoit of Snajes, one o the 
mos important emplcs in Dunhuang. Meng Sihui ives o very cxhaustng st of all 
Known parntings of Teyprabha, or the Buddba of e Blazing Light Each cxample is 
illstrated with a lne drawing, with al fgures identified within the painings. An 

s and comparsons o the suia texs conclude this Imporiant 

    

  

  

  

  

‘Volume 3 appeared in August tis year. Artilesinclude: Rao Zongyi: “The Exarcist 
Words of Tomb Inscripons from Dunhuang” (pp. 13-18). Yang Fuxue: “The 
Saddharmapupdritasurd: 1 Recensions in Cental Asian Languages and Chinese™ 
(pp. 23-49: Zheng Bingin: “Two Documents Concerning the Sogdians at Dunhusng” 
(pp. 191-208) and Wang Jiging: “The Chincse Texis Acguired by A. Sicin in His Towth Central Asian Expediton” (pp. 259-290). The Memoritum secton contans 
obilaries of H. W. Bailev, Jing Liangfu, Chang Renxia and Zhou Peian, cach 
ncluding a full bibliography of the deceased. Ther i a long review: article by Zhang 
Guangda on the imporant the-volumeVostochny Turkestan v drevnosti | rannem 
Srednevekow'e istng the Tull contents (pp. 339-370). Useful book reviews and 4 ist 
of new publcations concludes this volume. This joural is a very welcome additon (o 
the publications on Dunuang, Turfan and Central Asian s 
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New publications on Iran 

Art of Ancient Iran. Copper and Bronze, the Houshang Mahboubian Family 
Coliection 
by Houshang Mahboubian. London: Philip Wilson, 1997. pp. 345, copious eolour 
s, two maps. £95. 
“This magnificenty produced volume presens the unique collcton of anient copper 
and bronge arfacts rom Elam, Lufsan, Amiash, Kalursz nd Urar, 2 well 38 
from the Achaemenid, Parthian and Sasanian periods of Iran, acquired by Houshang Mahboubian and his family. The inspiration came (fom is father, Dr Benjamin 
Mahboubian (186S-1968) whowas th [t Iranian o cary ou exensive excavations 

in e Iranian world. 
A brie ntroduction (pp. 13-33) provides  geograptical and historical ramework for 
the artfucts, and 1 [allowed by deailed descrpions and illusrations of over 400 
selecied objects rom the collecton. Thes are accompanicd by ancodoies abou the 
Circumstances under which some o these Gbjects came o be incorporied into the 
ollction, both by Dr Benjamin Mahboubian in the first decades of our century and 
by his son, ater on.Inthe appendix, Dr Petr Northover analyses the histoy of arly 
copper and it alloys, examining the metal contentsof many objects i the colection. 
“The volume provides a rare opportunty 0 look a some sldom-exhibted examples of 
carly copper and bronze an from the ranian world. These objects show the 
remendous continuity in ranian ariste adion from the very caly t the lae periods. 

Proceedings ofthe Third European Conference of Iranian Studies (P 1 01d and Middie Iranian Stdies), dited by Nicholas Sms-Willams Beirige 
2ur Iranistik 17, Wiesbaden: Dr. Ludwig Reichert Verlag, 1998. pp. v+179, 17 plates, 
b, 
This volume_contains the procecdings of the Third conference of the Societas 
Iranologica Europaea (SIE). convened in Cambridge, UK. in 1995 The editoral 
ommitce has sensibly decided 10 publish papers deling with Old and Middle- and 
Moder Iraian topics in wo separte volumes, unike 113 unvieldy Bamberg (1991) 
predecessor, AS he edior notes, several papers were cither reise or withdrawn by 
Theircontnbutorspror 0 publcation: As fesul, we are ffered a soid set of sudiek 
by leading Iraists in cpgraphy, rlgious histor. linguistc, erature, numismalics, 
Palcography and sphragsics. Papers pave been thematcaly smanged in o secions. 
FReligions and culturs of ancien Iran” and “Texts and languages” Only sahent 
featurescan be ighlighid here. 

  

  

Marin Schuwartz ably amays possible etymologis for the Pablavi divinity ssn_(Ck. 
‘Eaow) s @ follow-up 1o Philippe Gignous's analysi of the enigmalic figure. S3sin. 
of that dynasty’s namesake. Schwartz has now lready claboraed on his hypothesi 
the Viadimir Livshits Festschrif, (Buletin of the Asia Insiute, vol. 10, 1998) Gherardo Grol strengthens his ecent position in favour of a sixth-century dating of 
Zaruhusira by examining & Manichacan dating of the prophet which, he contends, 
Stcms rom an inerpretario Judaica of Zoroustes as Ezekiel. He demonsirates tht hs 
dating was transmited 1© the Manichacans in & Helenistic scting. In cxamining 
Claseical and New Persian sourcs, Gnoli ingeniously exhibits how two othervise 
antagonisc traditons, Mazdean and Manichacan, concur on 8 similar dating of the 

. James RussllTacidlydismisses the question o conversion o Manichacanism by 
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any Armenian monarch. By examining Manichacan, Sogdian and Armenian Christan 
Whings, he concludes tha Mar Gabyrab's putative aposiolic mission was possbly 
bused on an overhaulng of older Afmeniah extual ovadence When tansmied (0 
Conal Asia. The Sogian text places. his ravels 1o Erevan (misidentfied as 
Arcbano) during the e 3rd cenury B.C., & time when Zorcastnanism floushed in 
‘Ammenia; aso, the invention o the Armerian seipt occurs only e the Sh century 
B.Cns Coldiz provides a valusble overview of Manichacan doctrinal udgements 
dealing with aposate, debtors and sinners which, intercstingly, relecied Sasanian 
icgal ‘penalis' for similar culprits. This consonance reveals he politi positon 
‘adopted by MaT and his cohort to gamer wider popular acceptance. Rika Gyselen 
‘xamines i scals that display archaic features of ess. An Elamite or Achacmenid 
influence in' the apparcl of the inscibed fgure becomes problematic sice this 
particular sty is absent in the Parthian era. The () emergence o this during the 
Susand era remains a non-liquet. Irad) Mockini examines copies of cleven badly 
preserved Sasand coins in private collections. Sulistc fcatures of Kavid [ are 
Giscussed, but given thei inferor. metlic quality i is dificul o idendfy their 
provenance or feason of ssue. A. D1 H. Bivar offers a informed and occasionally 
Bmorous dicussion of the lf and times of Al Mirrskvandi, the Luri tbesman, author and factom of American and Briush offcers during Warime Iran, whose 
Imaginaive i ra-comic wrings dispay OId ranan cosmic overiones. 

   

    
  

  

Tuming © th lingustic and textual secton, there are eamed discusions of diverse 
Old and Middie Iranan languages. Anionio Panaino allempts 4 transiation of tree 
dafvic wicrances in Y. 19:57 19,60 and 1965, Hinize, ccording 1o him, avoided 

ihis i her cditon of the Zamyid Yaii 50 a 1o preserve ihe “shtorical ffec” (. 71 
n1): Pansino, however, postlaies 4 sexual connotaion in these uticrances and 
perhaps over pedantically, offes Latin transltions for the same which may leave 
£ome studenis and readers nonplussed. Nicholas Sims Willams. emendations 1 the 
Sensational Rabaiak inscrpion mark 3 wateshed for Bactian and Kushan studics. 
His revised text and transation accompnied by an appendi. of possble Chinese 
ctymologies of Kanishka's ancestors Wil be csential reading for Cental Asian 
Titory. Ronaid Emmerick again displays his experts in Khotanese by deciphering 
an arehaic orhographic feanre of the diacritc i, Wemer Sundermann analyses 
Varying radings of & ificlt Middle Persian matrimonial tem. OKlor Skjervo: Jet another Seminal study of lnguisic and. themate paralels. His. masterfol 
Zompanson of & Sogdian sble with the Paikul inscrption further suengthens the fact {hat the Iranians, smong other ancient peopls, were cognisant of literary tradion. 
which, although cast iresh in varying mileu and cpochs, betray a indigenous oral 
hertage. Phlip Huyse ro-evaluates Kerdi's inscriptions 0 suggest eadings for hrce 
‘ambigous phrases i the ight of recent research. Enico Morano assembles and rc 
‘dis'a Parthian crucifision hym from the Turfansammlung (including fo the irst 
fime M 390 with a transaton and commentary. Taken ogether, the scatered 
eadings of the manuscrips logically describe the betryal, nal and crcifiion of Jesus. Carlo Cere provides 5 wsefal caralogue raisonne of Avestan, Pablavs and 
Plzend manuserits in lilan museums and universities which coninues in the rend 
of his carie fndings from the Bhandarkar collecton, Pune, India (sec Eas & West, 
Vol 46,34 (1996) [1997]; 44151, Christianc Reck offers an up-o-dat eport on he 
catloghing of the Middle Iranian iragments in Sogdian scrpt under the acgis of the 
Verseichnis der Orientalischen Handschrifien in Deusehland poject. An impressive 
“ml-volume cablogue” for all Middle Iranan fragments from  the Tufan 
expeditions 1 150 n progress (p. 148). Ludwig Paul provides a survey of the Zaaki 
Tanguage. s dislcts and select morphological featres i elation 1 other modern 
Wt ranan languages. 

    

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

Bursine K. Waghmar 
"PAD candidate, Iranian Sudies, SOAS, London, UK.  
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Recent publications from Russia 

Derestu Cemetery 
by Sergey Minyaev. Archacological Sies of the Xiongnu, vol. 3. SU Petersburg: 
Asitic Foundation. USS25 (+USS15 . & p). For further nfomaion, please contact 
Sergey Minyaer (min@asia.ime sphry) 
Derestuj burial ground has been the subject of detsiled invesigatons over recent 
years. The it has yielded very importantevidence for Xiongnu social hisory. There 
arc sovral groups of mounds, cach conlining several burls. In he cente of cach 
burial compiex there 1 a tomb with masonry shove the grave with other bunals 
armanged around it. The central bural was usully made in 8 wooden coffn placed 
into'a stone cyst. Several artfacts were found in the cenral burals, but almost none. 
in the secondary graves. Wil both men and women were intered in the cental 
burial, the sccondary ones contained remais of infants and juveniles, some of them 
bcaring signs of violent death. This would suggest Ut the Xiongnu practiced human 
sacnfice 
A large number of artefacts were found in the graves, the most comman being belis and other detils of cothing, (prncpally plaes made in the Ordos sy1),ceramics, 
s sione beads, etc. The bells consisted of & central part (normally two browze 
pltes) and other dtails ke small bronze and stone plaes, bronge, ron, and sione Fings, fasencrs. tc. Scenes in the Ordos syle are ropresentéd on the browze pltes 
for_cxample fighting horss, 4 beast of prey. grasping & herbivorous. animal and 
fighing dragons. 

  

Rusian language publications on Central Asia 
“Ancient nomads of Central Asia”, edited by Y.A. Zadneprovsky (SL. Petersburg, 
1997. pp. 113) s  collecion of ariles drawn from vanous specialised Russi 
bullcing, 1 includes three main sectons. Th first one focuses on the Wasun and 
KCang-Chi, whilst the second part approches the problem o the Y eh-chih and thir migraions. The las chapir deals with the ancient nomads on the periphery of 
Bllkhary and Samarkandian Soedi, th inerrlaionship between nomads and setlrs 
in' the Bukbara casis and the problem of the south-casirn expansion of the 
Sumtians 

  

  

   LN, Chlopin in “Encolthic period of South-wesier Turkmenistan” (St Petesburg: 
Evtopeysiuy Dom, 1997, pp. 301 with 4 pans and 126 plaie) focuses on the carly 
archacological period in Turkmenistan, approsching the discourse i chronologic Sequence. The st chapte 1 devoted 1o the carly Chalcolthic period and he aathor 
analyses the archacologica coniext, examining burial consirution, skeltal remains, 
rave assemblages and rals, cularal aliations and chronclogy. The amé 
methodology is employed in he second and third chapter on the Vhddie Encolthic 
nd the Lok Eneolihic periods. The volume i complcied by 3 illy-page summry in 
English. 

          

“Saka ofthe Low Syrdarya according to dasa from the Southern Tagisken cemetery™ 
by M. A, Tina and L. T. Yablonsky (Moscow: ROSSPEN, 1997. pp. 182, 9 tabes 
and ills) is the firs fll ediion of both the archacological and physical 
anibropological dat from the cemeiery of the Southen Tagisken. For many years the 
{eritory of the ancient Syrdarya dela has been the scene of complex rescarch work 
conducted by the Institie of Eography of the USSR Academy of Sciences,the 
present Instite o Edhnology and Anihropology ofthe Russian Academy of Sciences. 
i work has brought o {1ght numerous monuments on the banks of od fiver heds 
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dating from the Neolitic 1o the Late Middle Ages. These excavations have placed the 
Aral Sea cllue of the Saka within the amist of the *Scythian world' The data from 
{he excavations in Souther Tagisken 1ot oy confirm the validy of this, but aso 
provide ample malerial for idenufying the directons of the carly Saka population’s 
Culural tes with the cas and west.   

  1 V. Pyankov in “Central Asi in classical geographic tradition - A source study” 
(Moscon: Orienta Lieraure, 1997, p. 345, maps) makes available in one place all 
the references of classical authors 1 the geography of Central Asia. The clasical Beographical authors inirest in mountain e, fvers, & Wel s peoples and 
Dcarby couninos is also descrbed n his ook 
V.. Solov'ev in “Norther Tokharisan n Early Middie Ages” (Eletz, 1997, pp. 210, 55 drawings) gives the st ull investgation o the hisiory and culture of North 
Tokharistan n the fflh-cighth conurics AD.. based on the wrten sources and 
archacological materals. e author Considers the istorical geogrphy. poltcal 
Saation, e history. cconomy. architecure. ar,religio, language and Scpt. Ho 
eleves hatthe art was mainy Buddhist, and the srpt i principal s was Bactrian 
The book includes 4 discusion on the culurl relations with Chia, India Iran 
By7antium and Sogdia 

  

   
  

(We are very gratefu 1o Professor Dr. Boris Stavisky, Russian State Universiy for 
Humanisies, Moscow, Russian Federation, for his nformation.) 

  

ARTHUR PROBSTHAIN 
ORIENTAL BOOKSELLER 

41 GREAT RUSSELL STREET 
LONDON WC1B 371 

Tel &Fax: 0171 636 1096 
A wide range of books on Central Asia avadable        
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Recent publications from Pakistan 

‘The Glory That Was Pakistans S0 Years of Archacological Rescarch in Pakista 
A Photographic Exhibiion. February:March 1995, 
adited by T A. Dumani and Thean Ali. Peshavar. Depariment of Archacology, 
Universty of Peshawar and National Heritage Foundation, 1998 pp. 116, map, over 
100 colour i, 

  

T oo e e M P o S 
Lok pony o e s e e e e el el e o e Smppimtepas e Sy e (o S o U Pk Al sy e et s s e o e e fs b ok e o S oo e e e e e st kgl oo e s e g (e T o sk e e [Tl 
accompany cach of the arcle for those who wish to pursue any partculr subject 
frther 

    

In Quest of New Cultural Horizons n the Goma Plain by M. Farooq Swat and Taj AlL, wih introduction by Dr. Farzand Ali Durran 
Peshawar: Nationa Heriage Foundation, Aprl 1998 pp. 24, 3 colour pats, map. 
PukRs. 50 
“This small bookletbegins with a brie introduction by Dr. F. Durrani which considers 
the archacological importance of the Gomal plain n the Dera Ismail Khan distct of 
the North West Fronte Province of Pakistan Dr. M. F- Swat and Dr. Ta) Al look at 
the surface collecions from the newly discovered sit of Jhandi, which scems (o 
indicate pre-Horappan antquity from the potsherds, teracota female figurines and 
tone tools collected. Colour plate llustrate some of e objects. Thi i part of the 
National Heritage Foundation’s fescarch project 1o establish an environthentl and 
cultural prfie o the Gomal plan. For more informaton, piease conact Dr. Fazand 
‘Ali Dumani clo Department of Archacology, Universiy. of Peshawar, Pakistan. 
Telfax: + 9291 841 698; ¢ mail: duani @nh e sdnpk undpors. 

  

New publications on Buddhist Art 

‘The Ajanta Caves. Ancient Paintings of Buddhist India 
by Benoy K. Behl. London: Thames and Hudson, 1998, pp 255, with 213 lls., 189 in 
colour, 4 map, selcc biblography, index, hb, £43. 

  

“The primary focus of his beautiflly illustaied book was 1o photograph the world- 
famous mural pinings i the rock-cut Wesien Indian caves of Ajani sceursicly and 
comprehensively. This has never been done before because of he estricions on the 
e of arifcil ight within the cave inleriors. An niroductory secion (pp. 11-56) 
considers the site with s carly Hinayana and sccond creatve phases, the working 
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methods and scle, the mature and scope of the murals and ther preservation, the 
sculptues in the caves, the discovery and sppreciation of Ajania from the 19t 
century onwards,th ro of eintin and photography in reproducing the murals and 
he impact of Ajinia on Asian art. There isalso & shor noe (pp- 59-62) on the Jataka 
Sorics by Sangitka Ngam and an appendi on carly deseriplons of e caves. 
The bulk ofthe ook consists of colour plats from te principal pained caves,i.c. T 20 1 Shosin seae I o oS Wl o s S e This s wha makes (s publicaion 0 spcil, becase the athors experise wilh photography i ow LEht permis one 10 s for the st e detal . subile husncesof e mursls Which ar not even disceraple o he naked cve when one s Uhe S due o e protecine condion under which the <aves rc maaned. No Olher previows pblclion on AJana has 3 many colou plaic. The e of long Cxpostres which ck up sl e heht b nbled Bl 1 v the pntngs "l 35 possbe 10 her ru Cours. However, one 1egrt the fack of 4 Sholarly xponion of h pintngs. The ex has been simed ery much i the non et readr. 

  

  

Tabo: A Lamp for the Kingdom. Early Indo-Tibetan Buddhist Art in the Western Himalaya 
by Deborah . Kimburg:Sltc,with contibutons by Chrisian Luczanits, Luciano Petech, Emst Steinkeliner, Ema Wandl, Miln: Ski Ediore, 1997 pp. 279, copious 

Eio 
  

  

The subjet of this serious art histoical study is the monastey in Tabo, o small 
village i the Spiis valley in he. Indian province of Himachal Pradesh. The 
copraphical remateness of it sclng belics the historical importance of he st it 
Was i act the pre-cminent religious centre of he Kingdom of Purang.Guge on he 
westem side of he Himalayan watershed, maiching Tho-ling on the casten side in 
liious and artstic imporianc. The Kings of Purang and Guge csablished their 
West Tibetan Kingdom doring the 10t century afer the collapse of roval dynastc 
tule i Centrsl Tibet rung & teriory that Siciched from Ladakh o Purang. The 
oldest lemen n the monasti complex 3t Tabo is the gstug-lag-khang or main 
{emple, founded almostcertainly i 996 A.D. by Y- shes- . lama and third ing of 
Purang, who underlook an enormous missonary work in the Western Himalayan 
region ihat invoived botkding, proseytsing and the anslation of Buddhist leraure 
{nio Tibetan. The temple w3 renovated in 1042 A.D. by his grand-ncphew., Byang: 
Chub-od, who continied the misionary work of Ye-shes-od by bulding yet morc 
monasierics and hrough his invitation o his court of the Bengali teacher Atisa Who 
Subscquently played so imporant a ol inthe second dilTusion of Buddrism in Tibet 
(phyidar, 10613t centuns). 

  

  

  

“Th gsug-ag-Ahang st Tabo i n at Hisora'sdresm: et i bol strcture nd doso, Kbt Suhe and her collagies ave been bl 1o, propos 5 chronloe S0 50 ieprcaon of he conoBTaphe programme (conssing o Both scpUIES 
and wall-paintings) on the basis of the wealth of m\«nw(m.d’:\ idence contained Within th sempie sl Carbon 1 daing, archseologcl and ar hisorical vidence indoher e documents and e Khmbarg Socr prsens the iconography of he mai tmpl in desl, disinguishing bawecn (o phses o St pradeton (comesponding with (he founding and eaonauon of 1t temple Tespectiely) and denufying he jconogrphic themes and funcions of the vanous e of e temple - enranc hall, bty bl el and ambviaor. Nmerous Photgraphs nddagrams st h AU 1 FInE 3 CMPrERETANG dersandng G Th ovenil schema. The ok sio Incudes chaples by Ema. Wand), Chisian Loczinitsand Locano Petcch on th decion o exaes 3 Taho. the clay sclpures 

3 oducion o the oy of West The 
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In the Footsteps of the Budda: An Iconic Journey From India To China 
edited by Rajuwan Ghose, wilh the collaboraion of Puay-peng. Ho and Yeung 
Chun-tong, with artcles by Helmut Brinker Jan Fonten, Rajeshwart Ghose, Chhaya 
Hacsner, Puay-peng Ho. Li_ Chongleng, Stephen Lile, Liu Ming-wood, Ma 
Shichang, Krairksh Pirya, Don Stdiner, Maurizio Taddei, Marianne Yaldiz. Hong. 
Kong: Uriversty Museum and At Gallry, The Universy of Hong Kong, 1998, pp. 
i, 378, 121 col.lls, 6 maps, selecve glossary, biblography. HKS 380. 

  

  

“This ook s the catlogue that accompanicd the homonymous extibiton, held at the 
Ant Gallry of the Universty of Hong Kong from 26 Seplerber 1013 Decembxr, 
1998 (1. . 31 of his Newsleier I 13 made up of two sections: the entries o the 
exhibis, and a collecton of aricles compiled by several Asian and Wester scholars. 
Exen though he introduciory essay by K. Ghose discusses the isue of the ongin of 
Buddist art in India and rcoghiscs the quesion of aniconism in carly Indan 
Buddhist art as the subjet of an on-going debuie among scholars (th two major 
conender being Susan Hunlinglon and Vidya Dehcja), Inviing the readers (o their own judgemens, the catilogue fails o ke into conideration the two different 
perspecives. The images are nterpreted and tied according o the tradiional view. ot avouding some disappoining inconssiencics 

  

  

“The scope o the book is o show and examine the processs of tmnsformtion and 
adapltion of Buddhis rligion and relied imagery thal took place slon Wit s 
ranumisson into Southeast Asa and Chin. Images and objects nevitably changed 
thei Formal fatures and meanings in order o sut new sysems of deas and practces 
in diffrent social and cultural contexts. Particularly elovant o this queston i the 
arice by R_ Ghose, which discusses the concept and funcion of cons and Images. 
and the sylisic changes that marked the joumey of Buddhism and 1 iconography 
from India 1 China. 3. Fontein examines the process of regional adapiation in the 
Buddhist art of Southeist Asia, while H. Brinker ollows the cquivalent path i the context of China. Other ssay e concerned ith specific ategories of objcts and 
images ffom the Buddhist world (iheir mture, funcion and dating). and With the 
Question o the impact and nteraction between diffrent adiions. The aricle by M. 
Tadder consist of a survey of the schalarly work camied oul in the Tt decade on 
Gandharan ar. This volume could serve 45 4 g0od source book for scholars and 
students involved in Buddhistsudie, as i provides a substanial corpus of essays and 
biblographical references. 

  

  

  

Cecilia Braghin, 
DPhil candidate, Chinese Archacology, Insiute of Archacology. 

Universityof Oxfrd. UK. 

Recent publications on Central Asia 

‘Srtuka Naskalna Uzbekistamy (Rock Art of Uzbekistan) 
by Aleksander Kodko, Timor Sirinov and Wiodzmier? Ryczkowski. Pozna Adam 
Mickiewics Universy, Insuute of Prehistory, Poznan ‘and Urbek Academy of 
Science, Instute of Archacology, Samarkand, 1997. pp. 285, b. & w. s 
ibliography, index, Polish extwith English summary 
“This publication has an English summary (pp. 251 11 which provides us with 
general overview of th rescarch by a group o Polih and Usbek archacologists t the 
Tock art site of Sammishssy i the Nurau mounins in Uzbckistan. It takes & 
‘contextual analytcal pproach, infering & exwal interpreation of petzogiyphs. More 
{han 130 sites have becn identifed in Urbokistan so fa, datin from the Mesolthic 
percd o the late Middie Age. The hisory of rescarch of Usbek rock ant and the 
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archacologicaland cltural bckground of Cenrl Asia are presated in the frst two Chapers. Th following chapie by Huzanazaro (p. 5127 provideslocaion, {heie-descripion, Syics and anih IecAES of e s loced n th wesem Tianshan,comparing them wih examples [ adscent area, He lassfis hem o four ShromOlOfcal phses based Upon paricula rocuen. motfs for rstanc, the Encolh ponod 5 charscensed by the depiton of women, he Bromse Age by oxen, i, i g, e Dt SRBOPOmOTPLE RELIs, Wit (h ived Teprteniion of the amnal syle would be diagnone of (h Svtho-Saka cuu WEnd Finly. (hne peioglphs depicng smed horemen would belon 0 the Tk cultre, 
Next, Roswadowki (pp.127-140) presens 3 general introduction of the Samishsay alley where more than 1000 singl petroglyphs have becn deteced. He also alempte 
10 provide a general chronology. aking ino consideration sylstic and conographic 
Vaaions, furiher emphavsing th imporiance o th comextualzaion of & g Sle 
and the rescarchers” awareness of their methodological consirams. The cultu 
‘omext of hi rock at expression 1 given by Raczkowski and Stanisiawski (pp. 
150) Economic, scial and ideological phenomena have becn analysed accordn 
the Amnales School precepis, in terms of long- 4nd. mediumterm. changes 
Methodological probems and alernative perspecin s re addressed in this chapter 
Stanislawki’s chaper (pp-161-203) atiempts 1o ‘reconsirct” the language sysem of 
the Sarmishsay rock ar, cxamining teir s 3nd organsaton and the natre of the 
relationship between ree semantic domains (anlhropomorphic, zcomorphic. and 
Ecometric) within th given cullural context. He also pots 0u the importance of the 
environmental factor when Inierprtng his ancient fom of expresion. The last Chapter by Roswadoski (pp.205-235) deals wih the problem of chnic nierprtation 
in the studies of Central Asian rock art, especially when consdering the much: detted Indo-European isue. He interprets the smantc ayer o petroglyphs withi 
Indo-ranian mythology. Firs, he questions the validity of the dea of ‘eno-specific 
clements diagnosic of  given socity in tis case focusing on he prosence o Indo- 
Iranian markers such a the “wheel vhicle and the “hore'. Sccondly,a compitely 
different contevial pproach i uroduced based on the assumpuon that rock art 
Codifcs  aven iterpretation of the world. He compares (o semiolc sysiems toek 
‘i and mythology. Exenif 4 given moul refrsfoa ceriain mythologica backeround, 
one should not forget that the same mouf may occur in'a completly different 
Semantic_context. Thus, aiention must be- paid 0 the relationship_between 
petoglyphs and the semanic ssociations defining 4 iven set of rlaionships. 

  

   

   

  

   

cation   “The publication makes  valuable contribution tothe understanding and deni 
of ptroglyphic ar n Urbekisan. 

L"Uomo d'Oro-La cultura dell steppe del Kazakbstan dal'eti del bronzo alle 
grandi migrazioni. (The Golden Man: Sippe cultre from the Bronze Age 0 the Niigraton Period in Kavakstan) 
dited by Grigore Arbore Popescu. Chiara Silvi Antonint and Karl Baipakon. Mila: 
Elect, 1998, pp. 253, 48 colour . (catalogue, pp. 104.247.), Lit 120,000 

    

This beanifuly ilusrted catslogue presens the archacologial arcfacs recenty 
exhibied at Palazzo Te, Mantua, luly (v CIAA NL 7. April 1998, p. 24). The 
‘xkibition was joinly organised by the Minsiy of Cultre of Kaakhstan and the 

of Manta. The volume el eflect thi joint cooperation 8 i includes 
en by Kazakh archacologists and lalan scholars 

  

The st scton presents o ntroductory artices on theintermediary ole played out 
i the past by th nomadic populatons inhabiing preseni-day Kazakhstan, and on the 
curtnt state of archaeological esearch in the egion (Popesci pp.3-10, Baipakor pp. 
1116,    
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  most-debated topcs h nomadhe rchacology. Palato i “L Epopea SeitoSa 
Seytho-Saka Perod, pp. 69-76) talks about sources of invesie 
dentiy of Scyths and Sakas; Antonin, in 

  

  

   
endurance of this culturl tradyion. Lo Muzio n “Le Pratiche Funerurie ne   

pastonal nomadis during the medieval peiod 

the nd of the volume. 

anstc eperoire the ancient nomads e bhind ss evidence of ther   

Treasures of the Eurasian Steppes: Animal ATt from 500 B.C. to 200 A.D. 

beautiful photograph of he gold pectorsl i 
53 good cxampie The I 
nomadic if 
much-debated problem of the identficaion o th Scyhians and the 

  

  

  

  

Gallries ove the years. 

bronzes). All items are ilustrated and captioned with rferenccs. They seem 

s well-presented catalogue 

    

   

        

    

   
     
   
    
    

  

    

   

            

    

   

  

    

    

  

    

    

    

     

The second part (pp. 17-65), writen by Karl Baipakov and Ebulat Smagalov, has 
been chronologicaly divided into thrce main phascs: the Bronze Age (sxeenth 
seventh centuris B.C.), th Iron Age (eighth-tird centuries B.C) and the Perod of 
the Great Migrations and the Ephemeral Empires which lasted from the 3 century 
BLC. o the i contry AD. Supporied by drawings, maps and photographic 
illusirations, the authors introduceand explain the culure, cconomyand-social 
background of Kazakh nomadie pecples wilhin  hisorical perspecie. The section 
Concludes with drawings showing the evoluion of bural n (he varouskurgan.types. 
A thid purt incluing monographs by lalian authors, further nvestgaies some of the 

n in discusing the 
"Arie Animalsica dele Stcppe” (The 

I of the Sicppes, pp.77-56)introduces the problem o the oigin of the o- 
nimal Sty it probable Indo-lranic background and discusses the 

‘Asitiche” (Funeray Practcesin the Asian Sieppes, pp-§7-54) describes the funcrary 
pracices amongst various nomadic cullurs of the sieppes. Bruno Genito in 
Romadi ¢ T'Europa (Nomads and Europe, pp. 95-101). studies the evolution of 

“The st secion s devoted to the objecs, which ar wel lusraed i colour pltes, 
some of them for the Tt time, and described by brif captions. A selocted 
bibliography which includes mostof the Russian aticicson he subjetis provided at 

I this catalogue the atenton i focused on th polical and culural rols played by 
the Sakas and their iba allcs n that geographic buffer arca cumently within the 
borders of Kazakhtan, mid-way betwcen wesiem Chini. India and Central Asiac 
Adimpts have been made by the suthors & visualise some of the dfinin clements of 
these ancient nomadic culural entitics, providing 4 general overvicw of he symbolc 
world 1o which they scemed 1o belong, basing much of ther speculations on the 

n pusage. 

by Tina Pang. New York: Aradne Gallens, 1998, pp. 175, 196 clour s USSSS, 
This i the ccompanying caulogue of the cxhibion hld in New York st Aiane Gallercs from 25 Vaich: 30 Apnl, 1998 (s CIAA NL 7 April 998, pp26.27) 3 indoubtedy well psenicd n iems of format and qualny of fusmions. The e i cyes (. 115, . 15 dochon gves 3 b, ke dctpion of the e of the peoples o te sieppes and thei story. wih reerence 1 he s, Referencs 15k made i all the other nomad peoples tal inhabicd he Earasin sieppes {hvoughout the cenures, inking Exst 1 Wos, such 2 the Sauro Sarmatians, the Hiuns Xiongn, the Yuesh (Rouzh and the Xianbci, Thes nomace cultars are epresented i th 200 and more piccs colocied by Torkom Deminian of Ansdne 

‘The caalogue includes a ange objects for personsl adorment, weapons and uiensils forevery-day life from westemn Europe (e, the Villanorian hore b, p. 20.102) 10 
Iran (Luristan bronzes), from the Cacasus (hamess plaques) 0 Y unan, China (Dian 

  

Cortiin iconographic featues, thus. revealing the exient of the Sylisie “cross. 
pollnation” o nomadic art (p. 9). A selected biblography is provided to complete
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“The extent ofth ariste permutation played out within he Eurasian contnent by the 
nomads 15 yet 1o be clearly defined; however, the atletion shown by Anadne 
Glleres in the publication of his catlogue epresents el another Sign of the 
renewed. interest ' n this sesthetically-appesling vet poorly-undersiood symbolic 
world. The extubition of these objecs,although decontextalisd from their riginal environment, was aanged t stmulatc a much wider apprecition of he acsthetics o 
the “amimal Syle” rt which permcated mos of the Euasian seppes during the hrst 
milcaniom B.C:, and 1 cncourage furher esearch i this subject 

  

  

Bronze Age and Early Iron Age Peoples of Eastern Central Asia cdited by Victor H. Mair. The Journal of Indo- Earopean Stdies. Washingion D.C. 
st forthe Sty of N ad e ey o Peamvan Mscum of 
Archacology and Anthropology. 1995. 2 vols. pp. 899, 200 il and maps, imdox. 
USS165 (USS4.50 p. & i Order from Insttute for the Study of Man, 1133 13th St 
NW, Washington D.C. 20005, US A 

    

“These two important volumes include mst of the papers presenid at the Conlerence 
an‘he Brons Ags and Iron Age Peopls of Easiem Contal Asia, hld on April 15 
21, 1996 in Philadelph il the most comprchensive scholarty 
invesugation of the evoluton of Eurasan civilisaton, partculaly of the Tarim Basin 
and surtounding arcas et published. More than forty substantal arucles from 
isinguished specilists 1n rlated fekds contribute o conjre up a sull-Blured et 
ascinating piture of the pre and protohistory of this vast archacologica area which 
played  pivotl ol i th cultural ransmission between East and West. Approsched 
From dilferem angles - archacology. migration and nomadism. lingusics, physcal 
anthropology and.geneic, metllugy. extles, scography. climatology. history. 
mythology and elhnology - (s fary now fe of research, Huthe sumulaed by the 
e archacological dscoveries in the region, may provide importan data or the 
inderstanding of the ongins of the much-debaied Tndo-European peoples and the 
evolutionary pallnsin East Asa. Six of he world's Icading authoris n inguistcs 
present  secon ntiely devoied 1o the detailed analysis of the ancent Tochanan 
Tanguage and s relevancefor the ancient people whe inhabiied Exster Cental Asi 
The publication i furtherenhanced by the appendis ~Place, people and o nanies of 
the Uyghur region perinent 1o the rchacology of the Bronze Age and Iron Age”, 
compiled by Victor H. Mairand Dolkun Kambers (pp. 857-56, suely welcomed by T majory of rescarhers involved in the icld. us an exremely helpful 100l of 

     
  

  

      
  

  

  

Silu knogu zhenpin (Archacological Treasures of the Silk Read in Xinjiang Uygur 
Autonomous Region) dild by Ma Chengyuan and Yue Feng, with cssays by Yue Feng Israfel Yusuf, 
‘Anmiwacr Hasimu, ha Yingy, Y Zhiyong, Li Wenging and Zhou Jning. Shanghas 
Shangh Transltion Publshing House, 1998, pp.x. 321, 142 col. il 2 maps. 

  

Published in conjunction with the xhibiton of the same name held in the Shanghai Auscum, Shangha, P.R.C. (1 April - 15 October, 1998, . CIAA NL7, April 1995, . 
25), the book contains five rescarch papers the specialiss inled In the recent 
excavalion. projects in_ Xinjing, and 3 catlogue section of 142 objects, cach 
presenied whth & colour phologruph and a short eniry. These objects, rangin from 
1000 B.C. 10 1200 A.D, are divided ino cight sections: cultural Tlis predatng the 
Silk Road, an infant mimmy, Silk Roud texals, writen records and documents, 
puining, sulpuure,aricles fo daily use and the male mumms of Yingpan. 

  

Mang of these objects have never been published before and the book thercfore 
provides upto-dae nformation on the o histoical and archacological sudies of 
Kinjiang. Tor example the disconery from Tomb No.I5 at Yingpan, excavaied in  
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1995, regarded as one of the most important archacological fnds o the Han and Jin dynasies (306 B.C. 420 A.D.). Eleven objcts from this partialartomb ar included 
in the catalogue, incuding the male mumimy of the tomb, i luxurious woolen rob, 
embroidered woolen rousers, mask, Jewely, wooden fumiure, and daiy ools. & 
‘el researched and comprehensive paper, writien by the joint excavators Li Wenying 
and Zhou Jinling, is the fist detaled report about this sie, providing a wealth of 
Information concerning the bunalste, the iiems uncarthed, the_historcal 
bockground, the cultra exchange between East and West, and the posibl tring 
“The work contains four other essays: the first by Yue Feng is a summary of the 
achicvements of archacological work in Xinjang. Israfel Yusul and. Anmvacr 
Hasimu divide the ancient senpis 1o the Chinese, he Aramac and the Brahmi 
Wriling systems and gve  genersl niroduction to the ancient angusges found n 
Xinjiang, Professor i Y gy dscusses the woolen and sl texiles excavated along 
ihe Sik Road. She presents detaled resuls of he fesreh on the fechnology and the 
patern deign of th sk and woolen texules 1o Xinjang, and Suggests that sencultre 
nd K reching had begun n this area s caly a the hird century. The fourth cssy 
by Yu Zhigong s sudy ofthe ancient s of Nia. 

   

Though lacking a bibiography. this book provides a wide ranging selection of 
archacologica discoveries, with some well rescarched drices which could prove 
uselul eference o scholars of Central Asian ar history and archacology 

Handbook to the Sein Callectionsinthe U.K. 
ditd by Helen Wang. London: Britsh Museu Press. Due carly 1999, 
Aimed a rescarchers, students and al those interesid in Sir Aurl Sicin and his 
collctons,the Handbook lsts the UK. organisations which house Sein collections. 
n London these include the Brtish Academy, Brtish Library, Britsh Museu, 
National Portrait Gallery, Royal Asiaic Society, Roal Geographical Socely 
Universty College London and the Victora and Albert Museum. The Bodican 
Library, Corpus Christt College, Oxford Uriversity Press, Oxford University School 
of Geography and the Ashmolcan Museun in Ovford and the Cambrdge Universty 
Library in Cambrdge also hold relevant matenals. For cach organisaion the 
{nfomtion is arranged under five headings: colection histoy, collocon description, 
publicaions, accessbiity. contactdetils. The ndividual eniries have been compiled 
BY the curaors, ibrarians and archivists who ook afer the respecive collectons. 
There are four sppendices: repors of the Sicin Days hek at the Brtsh Museum and 
British Library 1 1995 and. 1996; (2) CEAW Oldhan's obitary of St (3 3 
chronology of Seins ife and (4 3 Fll bibography relaing o Siin, hi e and 
work. The Stin Handbook manuscript s with the publsher now. 

  

For further information, contact: Briish Museum Press, 46 Bloomsbury Steet, 
London WCIB 300: UK or Andrew Meadows, Curior of Greek Coins, Brish 
Museum, WCIB 3G, UK. 

  

Central Asia Phrasebook 
by Jusin Jon Rudelson. London: Lonely Planet Publication, 1998, pp. 240, including 
index. £399 
Lonely Planct now publish a Cental Asia Phrascbook with chapters on Kazaki 
Kyrgyz, Pasho, Tajk, Uyghur and Usbek; smaller sections are devoted 1 
Burishashki, Khowar, _Kohisani, Mandari, Mongolian, Russan, ~Shina, 
“Tashkorghani, Turkmen and Wakhi. This is & usful and cheap additon 1 any Centai 
Asian travel kit 
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Hopu Boskstore Coltd 
8 Vi bspraka 08 sy 

(STUDES ON THE INNER ASIAN LANGUAGES) 

  

STUDIES ON THE NNER ASIN LANGUAGES publh srls wic 
ol with  Engistc. and: istorical spocts of th crtralEursion lngunges and docuerts    
s rum st o modem s, 

We e g o o you that the snnal subcrbticn of STUDIES ON THE INER 
ASIAN LANGUAGES i now v, The peco i 25/vo. Gestags o nchdod 

Wo canals offr you the vols7-12 o STUDIES ON THE INNER ASUAN LANGUAGES 
Welookfrvard t receing you fiether e /crders e STUDIES ON THE INNER 

ASIAN LANGUAGES et/ /vt sk /b sk HPEhunl) 
Bk Acoont 0. 16578D3 The D-ich Kangyo Bk LTD Hymaien Branch 

    

  

Intrratioa postl ey order aceapod. 
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LECTURE ABSTRACTS 

We have had many requests for our lecture abstracts. Dr. 
Aay Heller as the CIAA's European guest speaker presented a 
special lecture in April 1993. Mei Jianjun gave a talk in 
May 1998. Wo aro grateful to the authors for sending in 
thase abstracts. 

DULAN: SOME PRELIMINARY REMARKS ON THE ARCHITECTURE 
'AND ARTEFACTS OF THE TIBETAN EMPIRE 

by Dr. Amy Heller Associate Member of he C.NR.S. (URA. 1229), Paris, France. 

“The recent excavations of th.century tombs in Dulan county (Qinghai province) have 
revesled important evidence of the cusioms and daly Tfe of the ancient Tibetan 
empire which, bull on miliary conguest and matamonial allance, extended from 
Lhisa a the cenre fa into Central Asi for a period of sbout hree hundred years 
ending in e mid-enth century. In conirast o he excavations of Othe grave sies in 
Tibet which have gencraly produced very few arielact, a weath of objects have 
aleady been ecovered from Dulan 

  

“Thearcaof Dulan was mportant a5 stop-oer pint i the route lnking Tibet with e junction of e olhr major rade rote: ihe Hexs comdor ki th Tang Capial Chang sn ath Dunhuang, the Mckong Rver valey oud hnkinth Kokonor Wi Burma and Inda vi the Nanshao kinidom, i the Kokonor-Chengdu roue The fl of the Tibtan mpir n the mi-ninh crtry - which n part disrupied rade s  coincided Wi il ndcations of Change i clate which by ca. 1000 XD, et n nressng desricaion and desication o th westof e Kokonor 1 scems that Dl bocame sparscl inbaid at abowt this tme. Dung the Royil pern of Tibean istoy. e Tibean overign (Tsenpo. ' tan-po) wa s Focus of SCUl Which revred i s the divine deseendant of 3 acrcd mowntan, held 10 ‘Suaranee prospety and well-ein of s subjts both in e e and and i an i e tat wasTodele o el pardise ofhsh pasturesfor stk and bundance of o] 3 good halh for humanty To ensut acees o Ui paradse e Tacnpo and the landed anstocrcy were buricd I et shaped tombs. i Quaniies of difrent Kind of offengs that were dmed necesary upon rebih lothe, Jewely,food, eainrs. srvs, animas, armour and the e, The Tibctan Chronki conin much detaied fommaton eaung o bunal il Altough offcial cdics procumed Tibcta support o Buddhis durig the st qarter of the Cighih contuy 1 1 Known tht U Tscnpo mainiained th ancesir) bural and 
Srfical customs untl the collaseof the dynaty 1t centrl Tibet 1 542 A D 

  

  

  

  

     

“The Dulan graves, unlike the amous royal grave mounds i Chongye in the Yarlung 
valley. have been forgoiten for centunes. The German adventurer Filchner passed 
South of Dulan in the 1930°s and described inding & siver saddle, gold hair 
ormaments, a stone lion weighing 25 k. and clothe, in caves and a st neat the 
bunal mounds, Some of Which were imact and some damaged. These fnds 
ouwihstanding. h did not purse his explorations in What he apparenty consdered 
an insignificant aea (Fichner, Bismillah, Leiprg, 1938: 102-103) 

  

“The most important Dulan excavation o dae s of 4 tomb known as Reshui,  mound 
perhaps 80 m high (Xu Xinguo,WWB, 21 Juy 19963 “Tibetan Cemetercs in Dulan 
County, their discovery and investgation”, translated by B. Dear in China At and 
Archeology Digest, 1997, vol. 1:7-12). This mound has so fa reveaed two distnct 
Sructures. About 8.5 m below the 1p of the mound, o rectangular pit for animal 
burial s discovered, S5 m long, 45 m wide, 225 m deep;the wals are lmost 1 m 
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burial was discovered, 58 m long, 48 m wide, 2.25 m deeps the walls are almost | m 
‘wide. The pi contains boncsof sheep, horss, Yk and decr,and was sealed with arge 
ogs. 10'm below the top of the mound.  reciangular wall made of alemating layers 
of sione and wood beams has been dscorered: mud bricks have also been used. Both 
Construction methods and dimensions Srongly evoke the Yarlung alley tombs. A 
Cruclom ml-room chamber has been excavated on the north Sid of the Reshul 
mound, again made of shternaing layers of wooden beams and stone. The cntire 
Sructure measures 21 m from cas 1 West, and 8.5 m {rom north o south, Access 
‘Wouldhave been provided by a rectangular Shat on the northern se. 1 1 consructed 
a8 there was  central chamber with  doorway facing norh, whie hereare smaller 
Ghambers off 4 hallway crossing the cental chamber. There is evidence of fire 
amage. There were 1o human remains. The central chamber contained many small 
picces of sk exile.fagments of gamens and peats, he case chamber Was 

  

  

  

  

  

Tibetan, hung on picce of siing. Seversl were llgibl. but cnough could b read (o 
e that it s sort of inventory. probably of the contents of the ombs. The shape of 
the wooden Slps corresponds i the Shape Known from cighth 10 enih cenary 
Tibetan-contracts recovered from Cenral Asian sits (Turfan. Astana, Urumi, 
Beseklik). Othe (s include & very small, hollow parce-gilt silver head with tw0 
faces,a silver cup believed (o be Sogdian or @ Tibetan copy of 4 Sogdian design. o 
leathér boot, & Buddhist flag of sik, & gold buckle with seod pearls, and gold 

  

I front of the Reshui mound there were 27 stone circles, approximately 1.5 m in 
diamete, s i an antechamber 1 the mound, 3 renches, 165 m lon, 90 e wid, 
Suretched in ront of th foreground. Here were found he skeltons of 57 horses In 
The cente of the first ench, bencath a arge boulder,  slver casket had been buned: 
1€ was sppurenly intended fo contain sarira_(rlics). and resembles Sogdian and Tang parcel gl siver reliuancs. In the 27 pt, yak skulls and hooves 
found in 13 oles. while cight had dog skeletons. Seven smaller tombs surround the 
main mound, some of which have recenty been pillaged and left wih the summit Wide open. rvcalin ther mid brick. sone and tmber chamber sicure. 

  

      
  

  

Elsewhere in Dulan county, another type o sructre has been excavated at Kexiaou: 
mamely. 4 arge mound messuring aproximalely § m high and about 40 m in dameter, 
sumourided by smaller mounds. A long (160 m) brick wal, 1 m thick, borders th st 
Two sione ions and  sone scle were removed from the sie in the 1950's. On the 
e sde of one o the brick wall, a jar With rim Was immared:  pillar base witha 
Sun design, spproximately 6059 o was also excavaid in this prtof the site. The 
Targe mound Contains a hree-tered sruture. A the lowestlevel below ground was a 
courtyard with on arched doorway leading (0 arge chambe: The consruction was 
of packed bricks and stone with tmber beams as ceilng. AL ground love ther were 
an addiional o chambers and, upperost, another smaler hole beneath the summit 
ofthe mound. Two camel skuls inacibed with Tibetan leters and charms were found 
nside the smallest hole. Al the other chambers were empy. save for occasional 
Wooden'slps with Tibetan letering, smiar n 5120 10 those found in Reshu. 
Tnestigaions below ground level arc continuing. Smill clay ex-voto known as 15ha 
ha n Tibetan have becn excavated nearby 

    

  

   
Texties and Silver 
Many frgments of fabrics were found during the excavations of 1982-1986: 350 
fragmens of siks, gauze, hemp, rbbons, techniques f tabby, wefl.fuced compound 
il warp-foced il a5 well as the eariest Restyet discovered - older than the kesi 
ibbons on the so-called Zandanii utra wrappers fecovered from Dunhuang - 38 well 
5 woven goid (head, again the carlest known pror o the §71 A.D: Famens 
eliquary deposit. Thei typology and descrption have been made i th article by Xu 
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Xinguo and Zhao Feng in the Bulleti of the National Museum of Chinese History 
(205 1516, 1991: pp. 3-81) and the dock mou was stdied again by Xu Xinguo in 
China Tibetology (. 1. 1996: 3-26). These scholarssuudied severl Kinds of sk and 
brocades,identifying the Wester Asan or Central Asian onigin of some, while the 
rest (almiost 80%) are belicved 1o be of Chinese manufacture, One brocade from 
Persa is the carlcst known textle with an embroidered Pablavi nserption. Perhaps 
the mos distnctve group o fabrc (mgments were wef-faced compound till ks 
Wil design of bird holding ibbons i their bils nd paia on th et of the head 
Sanding on pear thrones nside medllions or garlands ofleaves and flowers. 
Rock carvings 
I the latral valley across the river from the Reshui tombs, there s o surprising Change in climat due o orietaton of sopes. Conifers and grass pasture appear ot 
2,000 m approvimatcly. Severa 1ock carvings have becn discovered n it yaley, 
including 3 Buddhit npiych, o fgores on saie and one on red sandsione. Duc 10 
siraions in the rock. the iconographic identfcation s ot casy 10 esiablish. 
However, the figures” crown, robes and jevelry are similar o examples of caser 
Tibetan fock carving daing (o the carly ninth century, in which the gamments of 
Tibetan royaly were dapicd as costumes for Buddhist deitcs. I conformity with the 
ume-frame of the tombs, and the co-cusience in Tibetan civilsation of the sncient 
Tibetan oyl cult and the offcal Support of ccrain Buddhst desl, 1 15 probsble 
that the tnad represens Vairocana with two bodhisatvas. To conclude, the arefacts 
and tomb archteetare o the Dulan rgion substanite many aspects of fh tradiionsl 
accounts of the caly Tibetan cmpir. The excavations of tombs in Dulan were 
nderiaken from 1982-1985 and Siopped for lack of funds. They were partally 
Fenewed in 1995 and ceased again unl 1998, when, thanks 1o (e contbulons of 
prvate donors, cxcavations and research n the aea were resumed. 

  

  

  

‘COPPER AND BRONZE FINDS IN PREHISTORIC XINJIANG, CHINA: A 
TECHNOLOGICAL STUDY. 

by Mei Jianjun, Deparmment of Archacology, Universiryof Cambridse, UK. 

The orgins and carly development ofbronze metallurgy in China have becna subject 
of long Sianding debaie over e past iy years and remain untsolved, though recent 
Scholarship i nclined to clam the possible presence of oulside tnflience from the 
West An Zhimin, a leading Chines archacologist who previously ook the stance of 
the independent nvention of metallurgy 1n China, recendy remarked that “carly 
copper artfacts quite posibly. onginated from or came into China through the 
prehstoic Silk Roud ™ This actually suggests that Xijiang, which has been 
Virtally fgnored in previous stdics of carly metllurgy,is  key arc in alempts 10 
understand the carly development of Chinese iilisaion. 

  

  

Xinjiang,the westemmost provincal region of China and the castern pat of Cental 
‘Asi, Wwas an important crossroad on the ancient Silk Route. Although there were 
some finds from the expediions conducted by Aurel Siin, Sven Hedin and Huang Wenbi during the carly part of the ntieth ccntry thal indicated th cxstence of 
prchistonc culures in Xinjang, the prehisory of Ximjang as & whole ha remained Viwall unknown until qute recenty 
1 is only i the last ety years that more than sixty prhistoric sites have been 
found and reporied in Ximiang. These revcal the existénce of diverse prehistoric 
cultures throughout the region. More than 130" rdiocarbon dates e’ available 
‘corering most of thes sics, dating them 10 a period ranging approximately from 
2000 10.400 B.C. (Radiocarbon Dates in Chinese Archacoiogy, 1965.1991, Beiing:
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Werwi, 1991: 294:335). It has been established n severa recent synthetic studiesof 
carly Xinjiang that there exised o cultural periods, comesponding 10 the Bronze 
Age (ca. 20001000 B.C) and Iron Age (ca. 1000-400 B.C) Though these st can 
e broadly assigned to two periods, the relations between them and the culural 
sequences of prehisioic Xinjang are sl poorly undersiood. 
According 1 th rescarchesthat have been done so far, the regional culural cores or 
roups that can be aseribed o the Bromze. Age include Sulcungba'e, Akeu, 
Gunlagou, Xintala, Haladun, Wupu, Nanwan, Yanbulake, and Ke'ermu, while 
ascribed 1 the Iron A inciude Chawuhugob, Qunbake, Subashi, Aldnght, Alagou, 
Wolapo, Tiemulike, Heishantow and Xiangbaobio. 

   

The evidence found so far for the earliet use of copper and bronze in Xinjiang possibiy comes from the Sulctangba'e i in Shufu couny, southwesiem Xinjang, 
‘which may date 1 about 2000 B.C. Seveniecn copper agmens were coleced from 
s site. Analysis show ihat (w0 samples were copper and Un bronze respectvely 
Evidence for ihe use of copper and bronze in Xinyang dunng the st part of the 
Sccond milleanium B.C. alto comes [rom the cemelery ai Gumugou in the Luobubo 
vegion,from Xintala stment i Heshuo county an (fom Tianshanbeilu cemetery 
Hami Gy 

  

  

“The later pur of the second milleanium B.C. saw a marked growih in the use of 
copper and bronze. There are three egional ceniers for he use of copper and bronze: 
ding tis perio: one s the Tachen and Vil region,the ober is (e Ala region, 
nd U third 5 the Harm and Baliun fegion. Importan inds from his perod include 
ihe Age'ersen hourd of bronve implements, Some copper and brone implements 
reconered Trom Tacheng iy, the Ke'crmugi cometery, the Wupu cemeery, the 
Nanwan cultre and the Yanbulake culure, These finds show clear evidene of 
Andronovo cultural influcnce in Xinjang. Scienuic anlysis shows hat in bronze, 
Srenical copper and copper were i use durng this period 

    

Sigaifcant further development can be scen n the production of copper and brone. 
dring he following frst milennium B.C. Nearly by sies of s parod have been reporied 58 ickding copper and bronze arcfacs. These siles oughly luser o o 
fogions: one is the Turfan and Yangi Basin, and the other the Yil River Valley 
Suggesing the presence and growth o regiona cultural centes. From tis perid, ron 
Came inio common se in Xinyang, signalling the coming of the Iron Age: Amongst 
{he most important ies of Ifon Age Xinjang ar the Chawuhugou cemelery in 
Heijing county. the Quabake. cemetery In. Lunai count, the Tiemulike snd 
Zhongyangehang burals in Xinyuan county, the Alagou cemeiery n Urumaj fegion 
{0 pp. 1313 0f ths Newsleter) and the copper mining and smeling sie in Nilcke 
outy. A prelminary examination revealed hat the use o tin bronse predominsied 
uring the eary Tron Age, while a fow examples of copper and arsenical copper use 
weresis0 noted, Cultrs connections between Xinjiang and i neighbours o the west 
and cas are clealy indicaed by some copper and bronse forms. 

  

  

  

Apartfrom a fw large vssels such as cauldrons, most of the carly copper and bronuze: 
bjects ound in Xinjang are smal flems such s (ool weapons, omamens and 
ensils of daily wse. In Gonirast 1 bronze assemblages from wester Cental Asia, 
e have as yet been o finds of meta amults 3nd seals n Xinjang. 
The most important discovery n the field of preistoric metalurgy in Xinjang s the 
copper mining and smellin sie a1 Nolasai In Nileke county. Prliminary scieniic 
xaminaton of fragments o ore, slag and matte suggest that copper sulphide orcs 
and arsenide ores e probaby b for smellin a copper-asnic aloy a tis site. 
The existence of smelungat the Nulasa ie 1 clar evidence o sgnifcant advance 
inmetllurgyin Xinjiang during the st milleanium B.C. 
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CIAA LECTURES 1998/99 

Protessor Zhao Feng (Vice Director Chira Ntional Silk 
Museum, Hangzhou, PR.C), 
“Western Motfs on Chinese Textles (6 0 10th Centuries)” 
Aleksande Naymark (Independent Rescarcher, Betin, 
Germany) 
“Preisamic Bukbara as rviewed by tscoinage’ 
John Hare (Conservtionst, Explorer, UK.) 
“ln‘he ooiseps o the wild camel - New discoveries near 
Loulan, Xinjang, PR.C." 
Professor Susan Huntington (Ohio State University, Colombus, 
Ohio, US.A) 
“Aniconism, the oriin o the Buddha image, and the carly 
Buddhistar of Indis” 
Dr.Fil 
“Eirasign suies n Earope. Eaet meets West in fhe work of 
Alfed Salmony (1890-1958) and Mario Bussagh (1917-1988)” 
   

Professor Takao Moriyasu (Department of World History, 
Faculty of Letes, Osaka Uity Japan) 
“The Uighurs in Dunhuang around th tenh-cleventh cnturics™ 
Hilary Smith (Guide and Lecurer, UK) 
“Travel in the Guge Kingdom” 

January 6, 1999 Dr. Li Chaoyuan (Deputy Dirccto, Shangha Museum, PR.C) 
“The Shangha Muscum nd Antiquics fom Chinese Central 
Asia 
Professor Nicholas Sims- Willims (Dept. of Near and Middle 
East, SOAS, University of London, UK). 
“Polyandry n the Hindukush.  Marriage Contractfrom Fourth- 
Century Alghanisan” 

  

  

Charies Allen (Author and Traeller, UK ) 
“The Search for Shangr-La: a New Reading of Tibet's Early 
History” 
Dr. Martha Carte (Independent Scholar, Madison, Wisconsin, 
USA) 

Silver Vessls from the Period of the Eary 

  

ALL LECTURES ARE HELD AT 6 PM AT SOAS 
INROOM GS1 (MAIN BUILDING).



  

  

Dear Readers, 
Since our last issuo appeared in April 1998 we have boen 
fortunate to host several events Of great interast. our 
European guost lecturer was Dr. Amy Heller (C.N.E.S., 
France), who gave a talk and a seminar. The abstract of tho 
lecture can be read in our new “Lacture Abstracts” section, 
which we have introduced in response to nUMGrous requests. 
The 1998/59 series was launchod with a very well attended 
presentation on Liao textiles given by Professor zhao Feng 
(china National Silk Maseus, Hangzhou, P.R. 

  

Wo welcome Laura Vigo and Wei Ch’enhsuan, the wo now 
hembors on our committee. This issue is once again larger 
than the previous one, and we have regretfully had to turn 
down long Articles sent £o us. May we take this opportunity 
%o thank all our contributors and all those, who have 
provided information from near and far. CIAA Newslotter Will be the Spring/Sumer issue; we are very grateful for 
11 information and contributions and look ~forward to 
Foceiving all your comments. Please send all commnications 
by post, fax or e-mail to the CIAA. 
Finally wo would like to thank for the continued support of 
all our subscribers and wish you all a succossful and happy 
New Year. 

The CIA Committes. 

  

TF you would like to advertise i 
the next issue of the CIAA 

Newsletter, please contact us 
for the advertising rates: 
o full, half or quarter page 
« publicity enclosures 
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