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THE CHAWUHU CULTURE IN XINJIANG

by Zhou Jingling, Bureau of Archacology and Cultural Relics of Xinjiang,
Xinjiang Uyegur Awtenomous Region, Peaple's Republic of China.

From 1983 to 1989, archacclogists in Xinjlang excavated [ive cemetenies on the hills
and plateaux on cither side of Chawuhu Gorge in Heijing xian, Altogether they
excavated about six hundred tombs and unearthed more than three thousand cultural
relics. The tomb design, the burial customs, the bunal method and the chamctenstics
of the funeral objects in these tombs are basically all homogeneous (except for
Cemetery no. 3), 20 they are named "“Chawuhu Culture™,

The Chawuahu Gorge 1s located at the southern foot of the central section of the Tian
Shan mountain range, in Xinjang province in China. The tombs of the Chawuhu
Culture are all located on the hills or termaces on either side of this small gorge which
was formed by melted snows from the Tian Shan mountains. Cemetery no. 1 i
located on a rectangular platcan on the west bank, three km to the south of the mouth
of the Chawuhu Gorge where there are about seven hundred tombs. Cemetery no. 2
lies about one km southeast of no. 1, on the slopes and gravel banks on the east side of
the gorge. Here there are about one hundred tombs. Cemetery no, 3 hies immediately
1o the south of no. 1. Cemetery no. 4 containg about 270 tombs and 15 located on a
hilly plateau in front of a mountain, on the east bank of the mouth of the Chawuhu
Gorge, five km cast of no. 2. Cemetery no. 5 contains mone than 150 tombs, located
ofi & hill to the porth ol the hinterland and (our km faorth of the mouth of the gorge.

The structure of the tombs, burial customs and styles

The ombs are marked on the surface by a circle of stones, cither stirmup-shaped,
circular or oval, which 15 the most common type in the Chawuhu Culture. Other types
are marked by a pile of stones or by a combination of these. A circular or an oval
vertical pit was dug, lined at the bottom with a row of large pebbles which siood on
cdge with several lavers of homrontally amanged pebbles placed above. The pat is
bag-shaped, i.e. wider ot the bottom than at the opening. Large stone slabs and
occasionally logs were used to seal the opening of the iwmb. A horse pit can often be
found at the head end, to the west or northwest of the tomb chamber, outside the stone
cirele, with one or more horse heads buried inside the pit. In some pits, horse heads
were buried with hooves and tail bones svmbolising the bunial of the whole horse,
Some tombs had childrens” tombs and a short passage constructed at one side of the
stone circle. The bunal objects for the bottom of these tomb chambers include mats
woven with jifi grass, pieces of wood, and slabs of stone.

Mozt bodies were placed inside the omb chamber, but a few examples show bodies
placed on the stone slabs sealing the tombs. In the early peniod, individual burial was
most popular, but later joint bunals appeared and became more frequent as time went
by. The later the tomb, the more bodies are found in each tomb. Therelore, we
conclude that in the multple tombs, individual bodies would have been buried at
different times. Some of the tombs were used only once, and others were used Iwice.
In the tombs which were used more than once, the skeletons were scattered and placed
one on top of the other, and range in number from two or three W wenty or thiny
people. The instances of child-burnial are more complicated. There are no children’s
tombs in the early period. However, with the popularity of multiple bunials, we find
children around seven years old, cither crammed into the spare space in the adult
iombs or buned together with the adulis. In the laier perred, tombs for infanis or litile
children were attached 10 one side of the stone circles summounding the adult tombs.
The basic bunal method in the Chawuhu Culture has the body lying face up with the
legs drawn up. The second most common bunal has the body lying on one side with
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legs drawn up. Burials with the body face down, squatting with legs drawn up, or with
the face up with legs extended, are extremely rare,

Among the ive cemetenies on both sides of the Chawuhu Gorge, only Cemeiery no. 3
contans wmbs with straight-sided rectangular carthen pats bencath piles of stones, or
tombs with straight-sided pits and side chambers. These tombs contain funeral ohjects
such as wooden (rames or coffling. There are single tombs and tombs made lor
couples. The bodies lie face up with the legs straight, the heads wmed wward the cast
with the fect toward the west. Most of the funeral objects are made of iron. Very [ew
types of pottery are found, a sandy grey kind being the most common. The design of
the tomb, the bunial custom, the bunal method and the cultural affinities of Cemetery
no, 3 are all obviously different from those associated with the Chawuhu Culture. [t
must have belonged o a different culere and a different period. !

Funeral objects

The most typical combination of funeral objects are spouted jugs with a single handle,
ladle cups, large fu potlery jars, spouted pottery jars with single handle, bronze
knives, and wooden or pottery basins. These daily necessities were normally placed
behind the head of the deceased. The objects relating to production and lile were
placed next to the appropriate parts of the body (the whetstone with 2 hole and the
kmife, efc. were found near the waist: ormmamenis were often found by the neck. car, or
wrist), The bronze knives, whetstones, bows, arrows, snaffle bits and curb chains for
horses are normally excavated from the male tombs. Spindle whorls and ormaments of
vanous types are normally excavaied from the female tombs. Jugs with a single
handle are containers for serving lood, mainly used to contain gruel or yogurt When
Chawuhu men ate, they would pul the cup next to the fire 1o Keep the [ood warm,
leaving a thick smoke stain on one side. The ladle cup was small and delicate and
used as a scoop. The edge of one side of the cup was smoothly wom down from long
penod of use. The gean jar and fir large jar are cooking vessels. The lower part of the
body is usually covered by thick black smoke stain. The potiery or wooden basins
were used to contain cooked lamb, which was cul up using the broaze knile with a
straight handle. Pollery basins are oflen excavated with lamb nbs still inside, and a
bronze knife was placed on or beside the nbs. The potlery objects; mainly of a sandy
red kind. form the majonty of the funeral objects, and have ihe most character. The
body of these pottery objects often contan micak. They are handmade, mainly Mal-
bottomed vessels. In additon 1o the basic combination of the (uneral objects
mentioned above, the pottery finds include a siraight-sided cylindrical cup with
Manng mouth, bowls, pots, jars with two handles, spindle whorls, efe.

The Chawuhu i a local culture with different charactenistics (rom other culures. The
most typical pottery vessel, making up two-fifths of all the pottery objects found, is
the jug with a single handle and a spout. Though spouted vessels of a similar design
have been excavated from other arcas in Xinjiang, these are very rare, asside from the
Chawuhu finds. The painted pottery is relatively sdvanced with dark red designs on a
red background, which was painted first, leaving spaces o be Nilled with fine designs.
The mamn patterns, either fully or partially coloured, had checks, net patiems,
rhomboid, tnangular, or cloud designs, made up of straght or geometne ines. There
were more vanations of the overall designs, on hu vases and other vessels as well as
on the spouted jugs. Partial designs are found either around the neck, diagonally
across the body, or inverted tnangles bencath the rim. The most common type of
design are linked squares or palterns leaving spaces in reserve. The spouted jars and
the distinctive style of decoration in the Chawuhu Culiure show that this is a localised
culture throughout its progress from prospenty 1o decline.

! CASS, Xinjpang Archacological Team, “Xinjiang Hejingxizn Chawwshis o canbao mudi Cajue
jllu1ml". Karoga, 1510
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Pottery from Chawuhugou

Soclety and economy as reflected by the tombs of the Chawuhu Culture

The tombs of Cemelenies no. 1, 4 and 5, and the tombs with a stone chamber and a
stone circle of Cemelery no, 2 must belong 1o the Chawuhu Culiure, They suggest that
the society and economy of Chawuhu was sedentary, mainly based on animal
husbandry and, to a lesser extent, farming.

Let us take Cemetery no. 4 of Chawulu Gorge as an example.? There are about 270
ancient ombs in this cemetery, 250 of which have been excavated. Almost a humdred
of these had a horse pit placed 10 the west or the northwest of the tomb, outside their
stone circles, and one or more horse heads were buried within the circles. Over a
hundred examples have the bones of horses or sheep bunied inside the Wwomb chamber.
Moreover, the tombs contain a huge number of objects relating to animal husbandry,
such as poltery jugs, bronze knives, awls, curb bils, armow-heads, spinadle whorls,
animal bone spindle whorls, curb chains, wooden bows, ammows, whetstones, and also
furs and felt textles. Agncultural tools were nol found, but the finds reveal that
animal husbandry was quite advanced, Most of the pottery excavaied [rom thesc
tombs are objects for daly use. They are mainly fat-bottomed vessels. The painted
potiery is more advanced. They are seen by archaeologists as indications of setiled
agriculture, Cuoltivated millet, examined by the Xinjiang Shifan University, was often
found inside the potlery basins, bowls, jars, and pots excavated from these tombs. The
combined evidence of these Ninds indirectly reflect the stable farming life of the
Chawuhu people.

Analysis of the date of the tombs

The eleven items of Cl4 data for Cemetery no. 1 show dates between 2825280 to
2325+ vears ago, L.e. from Westemn Zhou to the Spning and Autumn Pericd in the
Chinese Central Plains. The carliest of the twelve data tests from Cemetery no. 4 is
about 3,020 years ago;, however most of the data also centres on a date of 2,500 years
ago. Only one piece of ironwork was found in the 250 ancient tombs of Cemelery no.
4, while a number of iron objects were found in Cemetery no. 1. Accordingly, the
stant date of Cemetery no. 4 must pre-date Cemetery no. 1.

z Ninpiang Archseological Insunate, “Hejingxian Chawaln Goa sibao mudi 15986 nianda Tajue
Jjiankeo™; “Hejing Chawubu gon shao mudi 1987 mandu (ajue jlanbeo”, Xinjiang beoge rnchouhuo,
Xinglang People®s Press, 15905,
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The design and the cultural evidence of Cemelery no. 5 resemble those of the
southemn tombs in Cemetenes no. 1 and 4; like them, Cemetery no. 5 has virtually no
iron objects. These cemeteries may be the vestiges of the |:.1r|~. Chawuhu Culiure.
There are many instances of tombs pl.u.cd directly above another, or of later tombs in
some way intreding upon earlicr ones. As the northermn tombs are found consistently
intruding on or overlaying the southem tombs, one may conclude that the burials in
Cemetenes no. | and 4 proceeded from the south towards the north, and that the
southemn tombs arc carlier than the northemn ones,

The case of Cemetery no. 2 is more complex. We can tell from the bunal style and
cultural evidence of the scattered tombs with stone chambers and stone circles on the
nowthern hill, that they date (o a peniod between that of Cemetenies no. | and 4. Most
of the tombs in Cemetery no. 2 consist of a stone chamber and stone pile, usually with
iron bunal items. Three Cl4 tests show dates rmnging between 252880 10 2395+75
years ago, around the Spang and Autumn Penod. At present, researchers draw two
different conclusions regarding the cultural characteristics of the stone chamber/stone
pile tombs in Cemetery no. 2. The first is that these are the remains of later Chawuhu
Culure, because the stone chamber/stone mile tomb usually contauned spouted vessels
with a single handle.? The second opinion is that Cemetery no. 2 contains remains
{rom the culture that succeeded the Chawuhu Culiure, as the tombs have a fully scaled
stone chamber namowing from bottom o top, the bunal siyle has the fully extended
body lving on the back and vases ouinumbered the jugs among the bunal goods.# The
cultural charctenstics of Cemetery no.2 thus need Turther rescarch,

Using the evidence of the unearnhed cultural relics and the data from C14 iesis, the
Chawuhu Culwre can be dated 1o the Bronze Age, with its later peniod in the carly
Iron Age; more specilically, it is between 3,000 and 2,500 vears old.

{We are grateful ro Wei Chen-hsuan , PhiD candidate in Art and Archaeology, SOAS |
University of London, UK., for this translation. )

A REPORT ON THE 1996-19%7 MOMNGOL-JAPANESE EXPEDITIONS
IN MONGOLIA

by Professor Takao Morivasu, Department of World History, Faculty of Letters,
Crsaka University, Japan.

Japanese scholars based in various universities and Mongolian scholars of the
Mongolian Academy of Sciences joinily undertook histonical, philological and
archacological expediions in Mongolia dunng the summer months of 1996 and 1997
Financial aid for this project was provided by the Japanese Ministry of Education. !

3 Thidd. amd CASS Xinpang Archacological Team, “Xinjiang Hejingxian Chawaha goukon erhao

musls [ague panbac”, Kecpe, 195006

4 Lan Xuetang, “Chawabn gou shawer sk shoma yu shichn shn shoma de bnpao vamui™, Xinfiong
wernan, 1991,

1 Memhers of the cxpeditvon lcams wene: (% 1996 ; % |997, *** 1996 and 1997} Prod. Takao
MORIYASU"® T aader of the Japarua'...' team, Ozakn University, Central Asisn higtory of the Pre
Islamic period and Old Turkic philology), Prof. Koachi MATSUDA® {Osaka International University.
Central Asian history in the tme of the Mongol Empire); Profl. Toshio HAYASHI*** (Soka
Umiversaty, Central Asian history amd archscology in the Pre-lslamic period), Prod  Yutaka
YORHIDA* {Azs. Prol,, Kohe {"il:. University of Forcign Stadies; inpustics and Sopduan philology);
Prof. Akio KATAYAMA®*® (Ass, Prod., Tokn University; Central Asian history 1o the Pre-[slamsc
pemod and Cld Tarkic philclogy): Prof, Takashi D3AWA®**® (Ass, Prof., Osaka University ol Foreign
Stes: Turkish history amd philology), Dr. Takashi MATSUKAWA® (Research fellow, Natonal
Muscum of Ethnology; Moagolian history amd philology:): De. Dai MATSUL®* (Rescarch fellow, Japan
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The main aim of our joint rescarch was to check the readings of the importamt
inseriptions dating from the Turkic period o the ime of the Mongol Empire (6Lh-14th
centuries), Some of these are Runic, others are written in Sogdian, Ulighur, Chinese or
Mongolian. [t has proved easier in our expenience to check the readings of texis by the
examination of rubbings of inseriptions rather than by inspection in sitk. We therelore
made the decision to make a new sel of ink rubbings and spent live weeks explonng
the ruins where sielae still stand, as well as visiting those museums that house other
siclae. We also surveved the ruins in which such museum held stelac were onginally
found, for we believe on-sile investgations are necessary in order o make fresh
interpretations of these inscriptions. Many (mgments of bricks and roof tiles were
collected from each site, and will be chemically analysed in Japan, in the hope that the
resulis will enable us 1o detect signs of interrelation beiween the vanous sites.

The expeditions visited Khoshoo Tsaidom (Bilgs Qaghan shrine, Kil Tegin shrine,
The Third rum, The Fourth ruin), Bugut; Ongi, Tkh Khoshoot (Kali Chor), Tonyugug,
Ikh Khanui Nuur, Shivel Ulaan sites related w the Old Turkic Empire; Bay-Baliq,
Shine-usu, Taniat, Kara-Balgasun, Sevrey of the Uighur Empaire, Karakorum, Melkhai
Tolgoi, Baga Elistei, Khokshin Teer, Khar khur Khan Balbas, Doityn Balgas and
Tsagaan Baishin Balgas (dating of this ruin iz not setled) of the Mongol Empire.

Two sets of ink rubbings have been taken from all the inseriptions. One sel is now in
the Institute of Historical Studies of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences, the other is
kept at Osaka University in Japan.? The new rubbings have enabled us to clarily some
hitherto incomect readings of the texts, Regarding the Bugut inscription, for example,
the reading by Klyashtomy and Livshitz?®, as mwh snk' ‘wsr (“establish a new
samgha’”) 15 now revised by Yoshida as mwm sk’ 'wer (1o establish a dharma-stone”
i.e. a sione inscribed with Buddhist laws). On the basis of Klyashiomy and Livshitz's
reading it has been generally assumed that a Buddhist monastery was founded in the
first Turkic Empire. However, our new reading suggesis a different scenano. Since
the other face of this inscription contains a text in vertically-inscribed Brahmi scripe,
the dharma-stone relerred o in the inscrpuon is most likely refemring to the Bugut
inscrnption itsell.

Klyashiomy and Livshite’s fpfweys ' y'n ("Bumin Khaghan™) and fy' r'sp’r ”r n
:'“Dh lord, Taspar Khagh..m ) cannot stand either, for instead one can read these as
winn® x'y'n and sy Uip'r 'y The former may possibly be ideplified with the son
and successor of Ta-bo fff Khaghan, named Yan-luo& B Khaghan, and
my' seems o be a hitherto unknown title in Turkish, transenbed in Chinese as mo-he
* 1’ . Moreover, the alleged dedicatee of the inscription my'n fykyn docs not exist

Secicty for Promotion of Science; Central Asinn history in the time of the Mongol Empire and (Hd
Turkic philology), Prol. A OCHIR*** (Chicl of the Mongolian team; Director, Institute of Fistory of
ithe Mongolian Academy of Sciences; Mongolian history); Dr. L. BOLID®*** (Head of the Department
of Lingustics, Institale of Language and Literature, Mongolian Acsdemy of Sciences: Old Turkic
philodogy): Dr. [ BAYAR*® (Scmor rescarcher, Depantment of Archacology, Institute of History of
ihe Mongolian Academy of Sciences; archacology of Mongolia), Dr. Ts. BATTULGA®** (Rescarcher,
Department of Ancient History, Institute of History of the Mongolian Academy of Sciences; Turkish
h;iory and phalology)
2 The list of inscriptions is as follows: i} those conceming the (Hd Tuskic Pampire: Bugm
(Sogdian and other text in Brahmi), Omgi (Old Turkic in Runic scnipty; Ikh Ehoshool (= Killi Chor)
(0l1d Turkic i Funic scnpt), lkbh Khasui Nuar (038 Tarksc in Bumic seript). Shivel Ulaan (many
tamphes without inscription; temghs s a personal sdentification mark); tmy gravesione of Lady Ashina
(Chinese). ii) those concemming the Lighur Steppe Empire: Shine-usu ((4d Turkic in Runic seripd);
Tariat ((Hd Twrkic in Rumic scripth; Tes (0dd Turkic in Rumic scipt). Kara-Balgasun (Sopdian;
Chinese; 0d Turkic in Ranic script); Sevrey (Sogdisn and Odd Tusdac in Rumic scapt); Ulangem (Old
Turkic in Ulghur script). iii) those concerning the Mongol Empire: Kamkorum, dated 1348 A D
I_E}u:l::ﬂ: and Mongolian i Uighar sonpt); Khokshin Teer (Chinese),

50 Klyashorny, VA Livakite: “The Sopdisn Inseription of Bapat Revised”, Acta
G\':ﬂu.rahﬂ Academioe irjmrmrm!fuugww{.&ﬂfﬂ Vol 36, 1972, (&t - 102,
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any more and where they read my'n. tkvn  one should read (or restore) sy’ g’
instead.

Monyasu has discovered a key word aftadan (“Manichacan bishop) in a Funic part of
the Kama-Balgasun inscription. It was misread as bra adin by Radloff.? First
discovered by Monvasu in a Runic manusenipt uncarthed in Turfan now Kepl in the
British Library,® this is the second time that this term so typical of Manichacan
literature is attested in the Runic texts of Central Asia

Morivasu and Yoshida will publish a preliminary report on the expedition in Japanese
in the next issue of Siudies on the Inner Astan Languages (Vol. 13, Summer 1998).
This will consist of a discussion of the situation of the ruins where the sielae were
found and the new readings of the inscriptions

A report in Japanese can also be found on the Interner:
hatp:tiwww. lef osaka-wac fpllablsekaisiftovosi SIAL-HP. him{

THE ORIGIN OF THE BUDDHA IMAGE
Part I1: An Interpretation of the lconographic Features of Buddha Images

by Y. Krishan, New Delii, Indra.

Part I (v. CIAA NL6, November 1997, pp, 9-11) discussed the key o the
understanding of Buddhist art by posing three questions: why is the earliest Buddhist
art gniconic, what brought about its transformation inte iconic, anthropomerphic art
and when and wihere this ransformation first ook place. Pare Il explores the
explanarion of the peculiar or distinguishing features of Buddha inmages.

The ugniza and hair on the Buddha's head

Following the emergence of the Buddha image in India, the artists of Gandhara and
Mathura concentrated on the execution of large sculptures in the round or almost in
the round. MNarrative reliefs of the life of the Buddha gradually become less
conspicuous and recede into the background, leaving the image of the Buddha
dominant in sculpied compositions. Vanous events in the Buddha's life cane to be
made known by certain symbolic gestures, the mudrds. In addition 1o these
iconographic features are the physical traits or embellishments indicative  of
Buddhahood. Significant amongst these are the wspfsa and the hair on the Buddha's
head.

Itis gencrally believed that the wspiza is one of the thiny-two mahapuruza laksanas
or signs of a Great Being. 10 is a common leature of Buddha images in the form of a
bony or fleshy bump which 15 covered with short curly hair tuming to the nght. The
Gandharan Buddha images have resses of luxunant hair which are ted upin a lop
knot like the Greek chignon. They are not short or curly, however, and there is no
cranial protuberance vistble. In the case of the early Buddha heads from Mathura, on
the ather hand, the tresses of hair are all tied up into a kapards, the hair codling like a
snail shell. These heads do not display short, curly hair. In the case of post-Gandhara
and later Mathura Buddha images, however, the iconography becomes standardised:
there is an apparenl preduberance or bump on the top of the skull, and the head 1s
covered with shorl curly hair tuming o the nght.

4 Dir airtiirkischen Irschrifien der Mongelei, Drtte Licfenang, St Petersharg 1895, p 293, sec
also Atlas der Alterthiimer der Morgoled, Plate XXX-6

E OF T, Moryasu, "A Manichacan Rumse Manuscript with Mmaature (Kao.0107) Hoased n the
British Library™, in Snedier on the froner Astan Languages, Vol. 12, 1997, pp. 41- 71
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Usnisa means ‘turban’, It 5 not listed as one of the mahapuruza laksenas in
Brahmanical texts and is, in fact, a later addition to the list by the Buddhists. Perhaps
the latter provided a posi-facio explanation of the wgniza and curls of hair that already
charactensed sculpted images of the Buddha, A fifth century commentary on the
Jitakas, the Niddnakarhd, explains the curly hair on the Buddha®s head by saying that
the Buddha had a haircut (and not a shave) afier his renunciation. In consequence, it is
the residual hair that is short and cury and twms to the dght. The Mddnakaha makes,
hewever, no mention of a cranial bump or protuberance.

There has been considerable difference of opinion among scholars over the precise
significance of the ugniza. According to some scholars, the Buddha image was
developed from the representation of yeksas. Yaksas were depicied weanng elaborate
diademed headdresses (ugniza) that covered the nch growth of hair on their heads, It
was, however, inappropriate for the Buddha in hus role as a monk 10 be represented
wearing a royal turban, and it has been suggested that it was the wopknot of hair on the
twurbanless head that became the wsnisa in Candharan and early Mathura sculplures.
Subsequently, when the hair became short curls in conformity with the Midanakatha
the opknot came 10 ook like 2 cranial bump.

Another explanation is that the Buddha's head did have a bony or Meshy protuberance
which lookied like the wrban of a mahdpuruza. In other words, the protuberance on
the head was the monk's version of a lay mahdpuruza headdress. Other scholars have
s&:fhl to interpret the wsniza theologically. To them, it is neither the turban of a
mithapuruga nor a bony profubrance. According o them, 1t 15 indicative of the cosmic
consciousness or supreme wisdom attained by the Buddha after his enlightenment, a
psychic proquberance; this physical trait is held 1o be a cosmological emblem of the
transcendent Buddha nature. In fact, not one of these theories regarding the ugniza and
hair on the Buddha's head 15 tenable. There 15 no extual evidence that the Buddha
was bom with or later grew a cranial protuberance, nor that the Buddha image was
developed as an ‘ascetic’ replica of a yakga - indeed, in the Angurara-nikaya the
Buddha himsell proclaims that he is not, inrer alio, a vaksae Moreover, the
inconsisiencies are (oo glaring for us io accepi thal the Buddha was a replica of a
yaksa bul not able 1o wear a crown being a monk and, at the same ime, his monkhood
notwithstanding, that his head was covered with hair. We must remember that after
his enlightenment the Buddha was himsell an exemplary bhikse.

The story in the Niddnakarhd thal recounts that, at the tme of his renunciation, the
Buddha had cut his hair short, and that the remaining locks (about two inches long)
curled to the nght, 1= in fact quite late: the Nidinakarthd 1= Buddhaghosa's fifth
century commentary on the Jarakas. Mevertheless, this story has been interpreted by
scholars (o mean that the Buddha, at his renunciation, had only a haircut that left him
with short residual hair, rather than a total shave, Buddhaghosa himsell bas explained
uphizasiza lakhaga as a well-developed head or forehead of the mahapurewsa. In all
the accounts of the mahabhiniskramana, in the surtas of the Majihing-nikava, in the
Mahdvastu, Lalitavisiara and the Buddhacarita, there is no menbion of the Buddha
having any short residual hadr as he had cut them off. It is a different matter that,
having shaved his head, the har regrew. In [act, the hair curs on the Buddha's head
had come inlo vogee before the fiflth century A.D. The Niddrakatha story secms at
best 1o be a recognition of an iconographic feature that was already in vogue. The
short hair curls come to be depicled on the Buddha heads sometime between the
carliest Mathura Buddha heads and the fifth-century Niddmakathd, In the carly
Mathura Buddha images, the hair is neatly tied up into a coil resembling a snail shell
(kaparda) but other parts of the head are plain with no curdy hair. When short har
curls came to be depicted, the op knot stood out as an ugpifa, a protuberance or a
bump.

The Elsr.mm'un has so far addressed only the issue of how this particalar iconography
developed; let us now focus attention on why it so developed. Students of Buddhist
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art have ignored the fact that the heads of images of Jaina srthankaras, which are
contemporaneous, are also characiensed by an sspisaand short curly hair. The wsniza
was understood 1o be like an umbrella or a mountan peak. As regards the short curly
hair, it must be noted that all Jana monks have o undergo the ceremony of luncila
kesa, uprooting the hair on the head - a far more thorough and ngorows method for
removing cranial hair than shaving. Hemacandra (1 1-12th century A.D.) explained the
ngnisa of Rsabhadeva as indicative of his lordship over the three worlds, In Jaina
literature there is description and mention of the mahdpuruga foksanas.

The Buddha is not shown with all the mahdpuruga laksanas; in (act, some lakgampas
have never been depicted on the Buddha's body. Even the &rad that we sec depicted
al Gandhara is used imegularly in early Mathura Buddha heads and later disappears
altogether. Furthermore, mahdpuruya foksanas appear on the body of a person who 15
destined 10 become either a Buddha or a cakravartin, universal emperor. In early
Buddhist art the cakravariin is endowed with ramas (jewels) rather than lakseneds.
The cakravariin does not appear o have a cranial bump.

The ugniza of a Buddha (and Jina) is a il of hair on the crown of the head. [1is the
spiritual counterpant of the wgnige (turban) wom by kings and brafmins at the
Rajasiiya and Vijapeyva sacrifices. The wgniza signifies the birth of the person
ancanted atl the sacnficial ntual into rovalty, Furthermore, we find the term wsmisin
used as an epithet of Plsan, the Vedic god of wealth and cattle, and also of Indrini,
the spouse of Indra. The term kaparda means “having braided hair, or hair adomed
with cowrie shells™. [t is used as an epithet of Rudra and Pugan. The Vedic
commentators descnbe kaparda as kalydna ridkale, a dindem of auspiciousness.

In the case of the Buddha (and Jina), the wgnrza signifies his abhiseka (consecration)
inte the lordship of the spintual domimion, thus legitimising his tuming of the
dharmacakra, the wheel of the law. The Saddharmapungdartka proclaims: raifdgara
dbarmardjah pattaboddhal: the Buddha, having a tara or diadem, is the spimiual
S{H'EI'EIFI'.I.

The Buddha in his anthropomorphic représentation belonged evidently o the
rupadhans. The highest of the eighteen rapadhare heavens belongs 1o Brahma. Jainas
identified Rsabhadeva, the first frthaskara with Brahma and Mahavira with Indra.
There is evidence that, likewise, the Buddhists fashioned the Buddha in the image of
Brahmi. In the Digha-nikiva and the Mahavasi, the Buddha is called brafuma vann
(*ol divine complexion like that of Brahmi™), brafma vaccasi (*of divine lusire or
halo like that of Brahmd™), brafmamvara (“voice like that of Brahma™). In the
Suntanipata it is said that the Buddha is Brahma (and Indra) manifest, and that the
mahdapuruga laksanas are o be found in the Vedic maniras. This provides direet and
conclusive evidence that the Buddha image was [ashioned in Brahmi's image and
was therefore endowed with luxuriant hair which, in the course of tme, developed
into the standard motil of wsniza and hair on the Buddha's head.

We have carlier referred to the use of Yedic motifs by Buddhist artists. This provides
additional comrobomtive evidence of Buddhist (and Jaina) motifs being denved from
the Vedic religious and cultural beliefs and practices.

Crowned and bejewelled Buddha images

Another significant development in the iconography of the Buddha images was the
creation of crowned and bejewelled Buddha images by the Eastern School of Indian
Budsdhist art that Mourished dunng the medieval peniod (8th-11th century A.D) in
Bengal, Bihar and Benares, Such images (called the Royal Buddha, the Decorated
Buddha, the Buddha in princelv attire) are also found in the countries of South East
Asia, namely Thailand, Cambodia, Laos and Burma.
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Crowned and bejewelled Buddhas are clearly aberrant: at his renunciation, the
Buddha discarded his roval robe and put on the simple garments of a monk
Furthermore, Buddhist monks were lorbidden 1o possess and use omaments and gold.
Hence, the crowned and bejewelled Buddha images are, snctly speaking,
uncanonical.

Scholars have been debating how the Buddhists came o embellish the Buddha with
gold omaments and jewels, the possession of which was taboo for any monk. The
prevailing view 15 that crowned and bejewelled Buddhas were a product of certain
sects of the Mahavina, those which believed in the rrikava doctrine, with the
omamenied Buddha representing the Buddha in his sambhogakava fom. Some
scholars hold that this tvpe of image is linked 0 Vajrayina Buddhism. These
identifications are, however, ermoncous. The Buddha can appear only in the
nirminekiya bul not in the sambhogakdva form. In fact, he is not listed among the
Buddhas and Bodhisativas of the sembhogakiya. These crowned and bejewelled
Buddha images also lack certain essential attributes of Vajradhara and Vajrasattva
Buddhas of Vajrayana Buddhism, namely the vajra and the bell.

The firthaikaras of the Jaina Svetimbara sect are also endowed with crowns and
jewels. The Jainas are an extremely ascetic sect and monks must eschew gold and
jewellery. Nevertheless, images of naked Jinas in the kavorsarga pose may be
endowed with crown and jewels. The example of Jina statues show that the crowned
and bejewelled Buddha images need not be considered aberrant.

Such images are quite common and popular in the countries of South East Asia which
adhere o the orthodox school of Hinayina, the Theravada, [n Thailand the Buddha in
this manifestation is called réjddhirdjo, *king of kings®, the one who has undergone
spiritual consecration (abhiseka). The Milindapafiha, one of the ancient texts of the
Theravada, calls the Buddha a King because he rules over the people through their
dharma; he has over him the umbrella of a sovereign; he is worshipped by devas and
men as an carthly king is honoured by his people. In short, the Buddha iz a spintual
sovereign and the crown and jewels proclaim that sovereignty.

For further details see ¥. Krishan, The Buddha Image. Its Origin and Development,
Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvi. Lid., New Delhi, 1996

PALEOLITHIC ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE GOBEI DESERT, MONGOLIA:
ACTIVITIES OF THE JMRAAE IN 1997

v Professor John W. (Nsen,
Depariment of Anthropology, The University of Arizona, Tucson, US.A.

From June through August 1997, the Joint Mongolhian-Russian-Amernican
Archaeological Expediion (JMRAAE) continued a program, initialed in 1995, of
paleclithic ficld research in the Gobi Desert. The preliminary results of the 1995
expedition, including a briel history of the multi-national project, have been published
a5 a trilingual monograph.! A similar publication presenting the principal results of
the 1996 expedition is expected o be released in mid-1998.2 The combination of
Amencan, Russian and Mongolian personnel, twenty-gight in all, allowed this year's
expedition to conduct simultancous excavations al two localities: the Tsagaan Agui
and the Chikhen Agui caves. An extensive reconnaissance was also undertaken of
prospective new arcas in the south Gobi Desert,

I A, P. Derevianko, J. W, (lsen, amd [ Tseveendor) (ed.): Archaeolopical Studics Corried Ot
by the Joving Rusrign-Mongolian-American Expedition in Mongolia in 1995, Instituie of Archeeclogy
:’ﬂ Etbmography, Movosibirsk, 1996,

- A. P, Derevianko, 1. W, Olsen, apd [}, Tseveendor) (ed ) in press.
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The expediion’s prionty in 1997 was o re-gstablish a base camp and continue
excavabions in Tsagaan Agui Cave (N 44°42°32.67, E 10°10°08.8™) in the eastemn
Gobi Aliai range of Bavan Hongor aimag (province) v, mapl. The dolomitic
limestone soluton cavity called Tsagaan Agui (White Cave) consists of a narrow,
inclived entryway, a lower groiio, a rotunda-like main chamber, and at least two
smaller chambers behind the main rotunda. These innermost chambers were not
systemnatically imvestigaled dunng the 1995 season bul constituted one imponant
focus of the team's activities al Tsagaan Agui in both 1996 and 1997, A combination
of radiocarbon, thermoluminescence, and electron spin resonance  determinations
sugpest that the cave was occupied or used more or less continuously for the past 100-
125,(0X) vears,

An important rockshelter called Chikhen Agui, located in Bayan Ondor suum
approximately 150 km west of Tsagasn Agui (N 44°46°226", E 99°04°06.47) (v.
map), was discovered in 1995 and preliminanly tesied in 1996, In %97, more
extensive excavations were undertaken, producing a stratified sequence of cultural
materials in the rockshelter itsell and in association with a nearby aclive spring venL
Ranging from sceramic microdithic materials al the wp of the sequence o prepared
core [lake-based assemblages, the Chikhen Agui collections may contain
technological evidence of the Middle-Upper Paleohithic transition associated with the
emergence of anatomically modern Homo sapiens, perhaps as much as 100,000 vears
ago? Five Cl4 dates recently generated by the Russian Academy of Sciences, all on
wood charcoal samples taken from hearths, suggest a range of approximalely 8,000 io
11,000 vears ago for the microdithic component of the assemblage. These dates
provide a basis for preliminary interpretation of the prehistonce matenals excavated in
Chikhen Agui, and two intenm conclusions can be reached. Fistly, the microlithic
industry reeovered in the three upper horsons may be broadly defined as *Mesolithic”
{i.e. terminal Pleistocene/carly Holocene aceramic mu.mlll:hln:.:l and secondly, the large
blade complex recovered from Cultral Horizon 4 in Straum 3 n‘uﬁ:m be best
considered tranzitional or perhaps Middle-Upper Paleolithie.

During planned reconnaissance of the low mountain ranges in the vicinity of Chikhen
Agui, a new open-air paleclithic locality was discovered in Bayvan Ondor suum.
JIMRAAE members discovered an extensive piedmont surface al approximately N
447441527, E99'11711.6" upon which a lag deposit of chipped stone tools and waste
products is disiributed over an area of at least 1.5 x 4 km. This locality, called Suuzh
(Pelvis) after the local name of the nearest ridge, appears o be a spot where
prehistonc peoples exploited a source of high-quality Mint over a very long period.
These surface occurrences will provide an excellent basis for comparison with the nch
prehistoric quarry-workshops on the south face of the Ars Bogd Uul range
investigated by IMRAAE in IWE and 1556,

During the 1997 ficld scason a ninc-day reconnaissance was undertaken of potential
archacological localities in southermmost Bayan Hongor aimag, located close to the
Mongolian-Chinese border. Research scientist, Demold W. Holcomb of Atlanta-based
ERDAS Incorporated accompanied the expedition this year fv. p. /4 of this
Mewsleiter), Using ERDAS’s state-of-the-art faciliies, Holcomb prepared a series of
high-resolution radar images of the 1997 reconnaissance lemitory [rom data generated
by the SIR-C imaging system aboard MASA's Space Shuitle, This technology has
proven invaleable in the identification of specific arcas of archacological potential in
environments that have been greatly aliered since the penod of prehistonic human

3 AL L Adtkin, C. B, Swringer, and P, A. Mellars (ed.): The Origin of Modern Humans and the
ﬂm,l_m": uj" Chromomerric Doting, Primceton University Press, Princeton, NJ., 1993 B G. Klan:
“Anatoemy, behavior, and modem human ongins”, Jowrnal of World Prelisiory, ), 1995, pp. 167
1 A ML Miteekd and D V. Miteekd (ed.): Ariging of Ansrosdeally Moders Humams, Plenum Press,
Mow York and London, 117k,
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occupation. Expedition members were thus permitied to navigate preciscly with the
and of global positioning systems in an arca previously unexplored by earlier Soviet-
Mongolian expeditions. We plan to expand the use of such remote sensing imagery
reconnaissance in 1998 and 1994,

Four principal goals were achieved during the 1997 ficld season. Excavalions,
ongaing since 1995, were continued 10 Tsagaan Agw Cave. Excavations were
expanded in the Chikhen Agu Cave, tested briefly in 1995 and 1996, The discovery
and initial sampling of unstratified swiace arefact scatters, assoctated with Mint
sources near Chikhen A gui, were made. The survey of previously unexplored areas of
southern Bavan Hongor aimag in close proximity o the Chinese [ronticr was
undertaken.

Our next feld season is planned for May-August, 1998, The joint expedition’s goals
for 1998 include continued excavation of Tsagaan Agui’s main and mner chamiers,
more extensive excavation of the Chikhen Agui rockshelier, perhaps to completion,
and additional investigation of the open-air localities discovered in Bayan Ondor
suum this year. Resulis of dating and other analyses curmently underway in
Movosibirsk, Russia and Tucson, Anzona will reline these general goals in the contexi
of strategic planning for IMRAAE's 1999 expedition as well as forming the basis for
the extension of our current trilateral research agreement (1995-1999) for an
additional five years o begin in 2000,

A more detailed wversion of this repors can be found on a Web-site:
www, explorers.orgimongoliciml. For more information please contact Prof. John
W. Qlsen, Department of Amhropology, Emil W, Haury Anthropology Building, Room
210, P.O. Box 210030, The University of Arizona, Tucsen, Arizona, 85721-0030,
USAVoicemail: +1 520 625 4321; fax: +1 320 621 2088; e-mail:
olsenj@uarizena.edu
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SPACE ARCHAEOLOGY IN THE GOBI DESERT OF MONGOLIA
try Dr, Derrold W. Holcomb, Director of Earth Images, Adamea, U.S.A.

In addition to the primary archaeological objectives outlined by Prolessor John (isen
{v. pp. 11-13. af this Newsletter). a special emphasis of the IMREAAE's work in 1997
was (o imvestigate the use of space-bome radar imagery for wide-arca paleo-
hydrologic  mapping, environmental reconstruction and  paleo-archacologic
reconnaissance. For this work a mosaic of experimental images taken by the UL 5.
Space Shuiille had been compuicr processed into maps covering a swath through the
core of the desert. The expedition included a reconnaissance np through the arca
imaged, to collect latitude/longitude data via Global Positioning Satellite (GPS) lxes
for ground control poants clearly identifiable both on the ground and in the satellite
imagery. This data 15 being used to geo-rectify the digital imagery for more accurate
mapping of this remote area.

The reconnaissance phase of the expedition was planned to push through the heart of
the Gobi Desert. Due to the extreme harshness of the terraun, little information was
available o guide this fieldwork and the radar maps were the only remotely sensed
data in use. Leaving the field camp at Chikhen Agui, the reconnaissance team headed
south for approximately 150 km, on a path roughly following longitude 99° 30° East.
This route cammied us through the area in the image-map. We proceeded south of the
imaged arca 1o a patrol road jusi north of the Chinese border. There we tumed west
and parallcled the border to the next norh-south road, which roughly followed
longitude 98" 30" East. Travelling north on this track we crossed again through the
area imaged, then headed east, back 1o the camp,

One productive scenano was discovered somewhal by chance. The radar image-map
showed a large evaporite lake with currently dry tributaries, 1t was noted that one of
the larger inbutaries became an incised stream as it passed through a rocky arca. We
decided 1o lollow the incised stream-bed through this distinctive rocky area rather
than skirting around it. We stopped at a half a dozen points within the nver channel to
orient within the image-map and take satellite fixes. The archacologists spent these
breaks scouring the hillsides, finding it a rather productive arca. We postulated that
prehistoric hunters had camped in the relative cool and secrecy of the incised nver
channel. Rocks there afforded the raw matenials for 1ool-making and from the local
peaks a lookout could be kept 1o walch for game on the plains and lake below,
Satellite imagery can facilitate archacological reconnaissance by identifying
potentially frntful sites in termin offering shelter of any Kind, from limestone
outcroppings likely o contain caves (o profected stream-beds.

Research has shown that it is possible, using mdar data, 1o assign at least relative ages
to alluvial fans in Death Vallev, California, and the Kun Lun mountains in westemn
China. The fan structures reflect the regional climate and, for a first approximation,
can be assumed (0 be similar over a fairly large arca of consistent terrain. This
analysis, involving classification of the multi-frequency multi-polar radar data sel,
will be applied to selected areas of the Mongolia image-map. The possibility of
defining a correlation between the archacological record (for example, C14 midden
analysis) and the radar classification is of interest for dating the paleo-environment. In
addition, ground-truthing effons comelating observations on the ground with data
from the image maps contnibute o refinement of interpretation and analysis
techmiques for archacological applications of space imagery.

EERER
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NEWS BULLETIN

Sixth ¥Viadimir G. Lukonin Memorial Lecture st the British Museum, London

Funded by a gift from Raymond and Beverly Sackler, this yvear the Depariment of
Western Asiatic Antiquities of the museum will host a lecture 1o be presented by Dr
Mikhail Piotrovsky, Director, State Hermitage Museum, SU Petersburg, Russian
Federation. The lecwre enutled “lranian Curators and Collections in the State
Hermitage, St. Petersburg™ will take place on Tuesday 14 Tuly, 1998 at Gpm in the
Main Lecture Theatre of The British Museum. Registration fee is £10 (BMS members
and concessions £5), which includes the receplion; previous registration is essential.
Cheques made payable to “The Trustees of the British Museum” should be sent to
Mrs. Bemadette Heancy, Department of Western Asiatic Antiquities, The Briush
Museum, London WC1B 3DG, UK. Tel: +44 171 323 8315,

Highlights of the Asia Week in New York

One 15 rarely given the opportunily o see so many Asian works of ar of such variety
and guality in a single place and at onc time: this is what now regularly happens
during New York's Asia Week, which in March attracted collectors, dealers, musgum
curalors, scholars and amateurs of Onental ant from all over the world thanks to a
suceessful combination of commercial cvents organised alongside two major
exhibitions, *“China: SO0 years™ al the Guggenheim Museum and “When Silk was
Gold™ at the Metropolitan Museum of Art (MMA) (v. p. 26 of this Newslenter). The
latter show was probably the inspiration for a number of the commercial events that
focussed on Asian textiles. A superb sclo show was that of London dealer Michael
Franses which included an array of early texiiles, some dating as far back as the late
Song (960-1279 A.D.) and Yuan (1279-1368 A.D.) dynasties, many comparable in
quality to those seen at the MMA exhibition. At the Arts of Pacific Asia Show -
where in the lecture serics an entire day was devoled (o textiles = 26 exhibitors out of
B0 offered textles for sale, with Teresa Coleman (Hong Kong, Myma Myers (Paniz),
Sandra Whitman (San Francisco) and Linda Wngglesworth (London} presenting
some of the best and more unusual examples, mosty dating 1o the 18th-19h
cenlurics,

Textles of earlier date were to be scen at the Asian Art Fair, at which London
dealers Francesca Galloway and Jacqueline Simeox cach presented a fragment, quite
likely from the same piece, of a fabric (ca. 2nd-1s5t century B.C.) decorated with a
procession of Scythian-style stags. To the penpheral northemn regions of China
belonged a few items sold at Chnstic's auction “Fine Chinese Ceramics, Bronzes
and Works of Art” (25 March): they were a pair of bronze chanot fittings in the
shape of a ram of the Sth-4th centunies B.C, (sold for USS12,650), previously in the
famed Jingguantang collection; a pair of Ordos-styvle openwork plaques in bronze of
the 3rd-2nd centurics B.C. and an Ordos gilt-bronze plague with conlronting rams of
roughly the same penod. “Animals and animal designs in Chinese art”, Giuseppe
Eskenazi's second MNew York show, leatured some works of art where inflleence of the
steppe animal style could be detected in the style and the iconography. while a pair of
gilded Lino period (907-1125 A.D.) funerary masks, not re uced in the catalogue,
can be linked with Inner Asian burial customs. However, the major MNew York show
completely centred on Eurnsian artefacts was the exhibiton held at the Anadne
Galleries, “Treasures of the Eurasian Steppes™ (v. p. 26-27 of this Newslerter}.

{ We would like ro thank Dr, Filippo Saiviati, Independent Researcher, Rome, Italy for
this information. E-mail: Csalvian@lashnelir)
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India Office Closure

The Reading Room of the Onental and India Office Collections (O10C) of the British
Library closed on 3 Apnl 1998, The OIOC will reopen to visitors on 12 August 1998
in the new building of the Brtish Library at St Pancras. Address: The Bntish Library,
06 Eusion Road, London NW 1 2DB, UK.

Closure of the Museum of Indian Art, Berlin

The Museum [(Ur Indische Kunst (MIK) in Berdin is o undergo extensive
refurbishment. The objects from the permancnt exhibition of Indian and Central Asian
artefacts and those in the store-rooms will be transported 10 another venwe, and will
not be accessible for research from 4 May 1998 1o June 2000,

The MIK houses the Indian, Himalayan, South East Asian and Central Asian
collections formerly kept in the Berlin Ethnological Muscum but tansferred to the
MIK on its establishment in 1963, Some objects were assembled as early as 1829, but
the finest pieces found their way info the collection between 1900 and Woaorld War |,
owing o the growing interest in India stimulated by scholarly investigation of ils
religions, languages and art. Two collections in panicular have made the museum one
of the most distinguished insttutions in Germany: the ecarly termcotias, stone
sculptures and bronzes from India and South East Asia on one hand, and the wall-
paintings, sculplures. manuscnipls and textiles from the Northern Silk Foad of Central
Asia on the other. These were brought to Berlin between 1902 and 1914 by four
expeditions to these areas, iniliated and organised by the scholars of the [ndian
Department of the Ethnological Museum. Too numerous for display, most of the
ohjects in these collections were housed in the storerooms until the completion of the
MIK's new building in 1971, in which some six hundred of the museum's 15,000
picces were then placed on permanent show.

After more than twenty-five vears the museum 15 1n need of extensive reflurbishment
The showcases and the lighting systems are damaged and do not meet today’s security
stamndards, while increasing financial constraints have resulted in a shonage of
permanent staff. The aesthetics and techniques of exhibiting have both altered very
considerably since the museum's opening and require modermisation. A new
architectural approach will emphasize the displayed objects by the careful use of light
as well as natural building materals such as sandsione, schist and wood, with the
intention of recreating some clements or impressions of the objects” onginal
Cnvironmenis,

The early Buddhist narmative relicfs from Gandhara which were recovered from siupes
will be displayed on a stylised stepa in a manner that recreates their original positions,
Other sculptures and reliefs, mostly rough on the reverse, which were hitheno
displayed in the middle of the room, will now be placed in appropniate niches. A
special cabinet will be constructed to house the bronzes, and a separate section will be
created for miniature paintings. The central focus of the dif[PIug. will be the collection
of pieces from Turfan arranged in a mandala-like space. The wall-paintings will be
inserted into sandstone-coloured walls in an attempt 10 evoke their onginal location.
A full-scale replica of a Turfan cella will contain a group of wall-paintings taken from
the original and so far kept in the museum store rooms. As well as being able 1w view
these paintings in their commect positions, it will be possible o circumambulate the cull
image. The objects from Nepal and Tibet as well as those from South East Asia will
be shown in the gallery on the first floor, while 2 newly created display area will
provide the museum with the possibility of hosting temporary exhibitions.

Prof. Dr. Marianne Yaldiz,
Direcior, Miseum of Indian Art, Berlin, (Germany.
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The Central Asian Collections at the National Museum, New Delhi, India

Work on the new gallery for Central Asian antiquities (v. CIAA NL3, May 1997, p.
11) has been held up. Mr. Jitendra Math, who was in charge of this collection, ook up
a new position with the Archasclogical Survey of India in Apnl, and his previous
position remains vacant. During a recent visit in March, the wall painting fragments
were siill unresioned and unmounted. The fragmenis are kept in no pariicular order,
and are only protecied from dust in the storage areas by thin lavers of lissue paper. As
these wall paintings have not been accessible for vears, it is hoped thal the situation
will change in the near fure. Since World War [1, when the large wall paintings in
Berlin were destroyed leaving only fragments, Delhi has become even mone important
as 1t 15 the only collection in the world that houses a significant number of large-scale
wall paintings from the Turfan arca. Particular care is needed in order to preserve this
unique heritage. In addition to the wall paintings and fragments on silk from the
Turfan area, the collection has a large number of paintings from Dunhuang, thereby
providing an excellent opportunity for the comparative study of the Buddhist art of
the Morthem Silk Road in one place. Only one room, exhibiting Central Asian silk

intings amd olher artelacts (rom the Soathern and Northern Silk Road collected by

ir Aurel Stein, can be visited at the moment. Another gallery is used as a store room
for the wall paintings.

IGNCA Memorial Fellowships, India

The Indima Gandhi Mational Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) has instituted a scheme of
Memornial Fellowships in the name of the late Indim Gandhi. The Fellowships are
open to scholars and creative artists of any discipline. The candidates must have a
proven record of creative or cntical work. Preference will be given 1o Indian and
Asian ans and their mutual influence; to any facet of the study of tribal an, culture
and life-style; to the history of arts, acsthetics and culture, including studies in any
aspect of music, dance, drama, painting, sculpture, architecture, preferbly of an inter-
disciplinary nature; and to comparative literature. The fellowships will camry a
monthly stipend of Ind.Rs.12,000, with an additional Rs.2,500 for sccretanal
assistance, and Rs. 25,000 per annum towards contingent and travel expenscs for a
period of two years. A monograph for publication should be produced during the
course of the Fellowship.

The IGNCA does nol expect sell-nomination by scholars. Nominations should be sent
together with CV, description of experience in the field of specialisation, onginal
work, project proposal in not more than a thousand words, copies of two passport size
photographs in inphicate by 31 July, 1998 io the Academic Director, IGNCA, C.V.
Mess Building, Janpath, MNew Delhi-110001, India.

Project on the Early Buddhist Caves in Xinjiang and Gansu, P.R.C.

Professor Angela F. Howard of Rutgers University has been awarded the 1998-99
Mational Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship for University Teachers for the
project “A Comparative Study of the Early Buddhist Caves of Kizil (Xinjiang)
and the Linng Caves of Gansu™, The pnmary goal of this investigation is o
reconstruct the lourth-century transmission of Buddhist art and religion from Central
Asia 1o northwest China. The project will focus on the carliest cave temple an of
Kizil, the most important centre on the northern Silk Route in the carly founth century,
and examine Kizil's impact on several late fourth-century cave temple sites in Gansu,
The Gansu sites are denvative from the Central Asian expenence. These siles known
as Wenshushan, Jintasi and Matisi display a distinctive Gansu interpretation and are
the carliest Buddhist cave temples on Chinese soil. The project will be underaken in
co-operation with Prof. Ma Shichang of Beijing Universily.
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Forum lor Central Asian Studies (FoCAS) in Stockholm, Sweden

FoCAS is an associntion created in order to facilitate interdisciplinary diglogues
between scholars carrying out rescarch on previous and current socio-cultural
processes in the Central Asian region. The main research program at the Forum a
present bears the ttle of ““Central Asian Languages as Transmitters of Cullure
from a Religio-Ethnological and Socio-Political Perspective™. This program has
been prepared for rescarch on language contact and language podicy as well as the
spread and adaplation of script svsiems among both Indo-European and Turco-
Mongolic languages. These vanous aspects of linguistic change arc to be studied in
parallel with analyses of beliel sysiems mainly in the sphere of Buddhist and
Shamanic religious pailerns.

For further information please contact: Forum for Central Asian Studies, Krilfinket 4,
Stockholm University, 3-106 91 Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: FoCAS® onent.su.sc;
web-page: hitpofforentd.onentsuse/scas FoCASFoCAS. him

ABIA: South and Southeast Asian Art and
Archaeclogy Index

With the ever increasing number of monographs

and papers in the Mield of Asian art and

archecology, spread over a widening range of

peniodicals  and  felicitation  volumes  from s 4
= ¥

"
countries all over the world, specialists noed up- w Lt
to-date bibliographic wols w keep them informed PRrinagy gur AV

on current issues and new developments.

The Annual Bibliography of Indian Archacology (ABIA) was one such tool for South
and Southcast Asianists. Like the Kern Instute, the ABIA was one of the treasures
bequeathed to the feld of Asian art history by the Sanskritist and art historian
Prolessor Jean Phulippe Vogel of Leiden Umiversity. Between 1926 and 1985 twenty-
three ABIA volumes were compiled at the Kern [nstitute of Leiden University, These
cover almosi half a century of scholarly ouiput on archaeology and art history, the
performing arts, ancient history, epigraphy, palacography, and numismatics of South
and Southeast Asia between 1926 and 1972, Together, these provide bibliographic
details on 27000 monographs and articles, largely complete with annotations.
Unfortunately the compilation of the ABIA came to a standsull in the cightics.

In 1997, the International Institnte for Asian Studies in Leiden, active in many ways
to [urther academic networking in Asian Studies, initiated a 5-vear project in close co-
operation with the Kem Institute to revive the ABIA, in a changed shape. The study
of the performing ars (music, dance, theatre, film, photography), unlike in the early
vears of the ABIA, has developed into an independent ficld of research quite distinet
from that of archacology and the plastic ans, notwithstanding their close links.
Therefore the new ABIA will no longer include references to the performing arts.
Likewise it will no longer refer to stnetly histoncal studics. Instead it will focus on
archacology of the pre- and protohistonic periods, histoncal archacology, anl history
{ancient and modem), matenial culure, epigraphy and palacography, numismatics and
sigillography. The regions covered are South Asia, Southeast Asia and adjacent
regions which are culwrally related o these arcas (e.g. Afghanistan, Uzbekistan,
Tajikistan, and Tibet for South Asia; South China and the Pacific for Southeast Asia).
Although Central Asia does not belong 1o the core area covered by the ABIA, the
database does include references to publications on Southwest Asian and Ceniral
Asian arl and archacology which are clearly linked to South Asian cultural history.
For instance, publications regarding the “Crossroads of Asia” and the Silk Road are
definitely ABIA material, whereas, [or instance, studies on prehistone oasis cullures
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of Central Asia, or publications on the Islamic, lran-onentated cultural history of
Ceniral Asia fall ouwiside the scope of ABIA. The regeneraied ABIA will present
references to publications (starting from 1996) by specialists for fellow-specialists or
non-specialists. The materials processed include monographs, articles (whether in
monographs or periodicals), unpublished PhD» theses, and any grey literatre of an
academic standard, in any language of which the editors have some knowledge, or for
which they can seck help from others.

In addition to a (ull title description, cach record contains keywords and an annotation
which elucidates the context, the inherent interest and the potential value of the item
for the ABIA uscr. The ABIA compulerised database is continuously fed with newly
sequired annodated data. Im the course of the project the database will become
accessible online via the Internet. In order to facilitate access (o ABIA data via morne
iraditional channels as well, the bibliography will also appear annually in a pnnted
edition. The firsi ABIA South and Southeast Asian Ari and Archaeology Index in
print is scheduled (o appear at the end of 1998, It will refer (o approximately 1,250
publications from 1996 and 1997 to which the editors had direct access before the
deadline date of 1 May 1998, Matenals collected, supplied, or processed after that
date (publication data 1996 or following) will be presented in subsequent volumes, OF
course this deadling is relevant only o the printed ABIA. The computensed database
grows day by day, and once the bibliography is accessible through the Internet, the
collected data will be made available much more frequently than once a year. Users of
the database can browse through the records, combine keywords to m scarch seis
while preparing new research, be aleried to new publications, and check their
bibliographies while sitting at their deskiop, instead of going through the tume-
consuming process of borrowing books and joumals at the local institwtional hibrary.
Besides the sinctly bibliographical data, the ABIA will contain review articles on
recent issues or importani publications related o a particular theme. A second kind of
review paper will bring to the fore significant publications written in languages other
than English.

The database is being built-up by editors at various offices collaborating in a network
which is still modest in sze, but which should ideally expand in future vears, As
editors may have casicst access 10 materials when they operate near the publication
source, we have divided the strictly editonal work more or less on a regional basis
with offices located in Colombo (Sn Lanka), Dharwad (India) and Bangkok
(Thailand). The editors at the co-ordinating office in Leiden collect information on
books and journals appearing outside South or South East Asia 1t is clear that the co-
operation of scholars, publishers and scholarly institutions is of vital importance (o the
success of this enterprise. To safeguard the integrity of its data, the database basically
contains firsi-hand descriptions made with the publication within reach. Likewise,
annctations and keywords are based on the publication itself, even though the editors
do appreciate help from the authors in the form of abstracts,

Please send ABIA books, off-pnnts, xerox copies, abstracts, and publication lists.
After processing, the published matenals (onginals as well as xerox copies) will be
integrated into relevant collections at the Kem [nstitute (South and Central Asia) or
the Leiden University Library (South East Asia) lor future reference. For materials
published in India, please send vour information to the ABIA India branch, cfo Prof.
5. Settar, Mansollasa, Malamaddi, Cr. 1, Dharwad S80007, India Tel: +91 836 348
404; fax: +91 836 347 557, For all other information please contact the ABIA Project,
[IAS, clo Dr. Ellen Raven (South and Central Asia) or cfo Dr. Manjke Klokke
(Southcast Asia), P.O. Box 9515, 2300 RA Leiden, The Netherlands. Tel: +31 71 527
2058 fax: +31 71 527 4162; e-mail: abiaraven®@rulletleidenuniv.nl  or
abiaklokke @ rulletleidenuniv.nl
Dr. Ellen M. Raven,
Co-ordinating editor for South Asia, ABIA Project, lIAS, Leiden, The Netherlands.
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Buryat Collections in the Russian Museum of Ethnography

Among the many collectors of Buryal objects now housed in the Russian Museum of
Ethnography, St Petersburg, onc of the most important was the onentalist Zyben
Jamzaranovich Jamzarano, A philologist who devoted himsell 1 studying the folklore
of the Mongolian-speaking peoples in East Siberia and Central Asia, Jamzarano went
to Buryata and Mongolia several tmes on the instructions of the Academy of
Sciences and the Russian Committee of Studving Central and East Asia. Al the same
time he began his collaboration with the Russian Museum of Alexander [11. In
September 1905, on the instructions of the Ethnographic Department, Jamzarano weni
to Chitinsky district of the Baikal region (o gather ethnographic matenal among the
Aginzki Burvats.

It should be noted that the collection of materials on shamanism in the Baikal region
had a special importance because the Aginski area was al that ime onc of the main
centres [or the dissemination of Buddhism in Buryatia. Lamaism was widespread
among the population in this region, bui shamanic concepts. customs and traditions in
different forms were also preserved. Burvals of the Bodonguisky clan from the valley
of the Khilok river preserved the ofd form of shamanism better than the olher groups
of Aginski Burvats, This probably determined the choice for explomtion of the
Adgalik, Shandali, Khuzeray regions inhabited by Bodonguts.

Cm this expedition, Jamzamno gathered a valuable collection of more than a hundred
shamanistic objects. Rescued from the fire complex of shaman-lamait Khonjon-
Dagbo from the Mann-Khunduy region, these include a umque group of thinty angon
{protective family idols). There are also cult objects which were uscd in shamanmstc
practices as a resull of Buddhist influence. Jamzarano's collection is very important
due 1o itz histoncal and ethnographical value, as it is the only museum collection Lo
contain material relating 1o the shamanism of the Aginski Buryats, The later spread of
lamaism among the population of the Baikal region and the almost tolal eradication of
older beliefs subsequently reduced the possibilities of collecting such objects,

In May 1906, on the instructions of the Ethnographic Department of the Russian
Muscum, Jamzarano travelled to the Baikal region and Irkutsk province where he
gathered shamanisiic objects of the Khonnsk and Alarsks Burvats munly (rom the
territory of the Alarsky district of the Balagansky region. A small collection was also
gathered in the Baikal region (rom the Khorinsky shaman sepulchre on a mountain
nol far from the Aninskaya Stepnava Duma in Verhneudinskiy province. This
included the Abagalday ongon in the shape of a copper mask represenling the greal
warrior Abagalday. Another collection gathered by Jamzarano in April 1907 is also of
interest a8 it contains matenal on the Buddhist cult of the Alarsky Buryars.

Zyben Jamzarano made a valuable contnbution o the lommation of the Buryat
collections of the Russian Museum of Ethnography. This rich material and valuable
scientific information fom & very important source for the studying of Buryal
tradinonal culture.

(This is a summeary of the paper presented by Dr. Marira Viadislavovna Feodorova,
Russian Musewm of Ethnography, 5t Petersburg, Russion Federation, at the
conference “Acquisition, auribuling, restoration” at 81, Petershurg in October 1997,

The Huntington Archive
The John C. and Susan L. Huntington Photographic Archive of Buddhist and Related
Aris is a teaching and rescarch archive that contains mearly 300,000 original colour

slides and black and white and colour photographs of art and architeciure throughout
Asia. Works range from approximately 2500 B.C. w the present, and documentation
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includes contemporary religious activities in vanous parts of Asia. The Archive
documents the anl and architecture of these countries in sitw, as well as works of an
found in most major Asian, European and American museums, [t alzo includes the
largest phoiographic archive of Nepali art and architecture in the wordd. The
Huntington collection 15 currently being catalogued and databased, with the goal of
developing on-line, searchable sccess to the collection. Archive images are also
available in a limited number via the Iniernet (hitp:/kaladarshan.ans.ohio-state.edu/).
Features of the web-site include Maps of Asia, Lost and Swlen Images of Aflghanistan
and Nepal, Artof Mewar Buddhism in Nepal, Image Study Sites (or teaching purposes
and exhibitions.

Interactive CDs dealing with Asian art and culture are currently being designed with
the help of a three-year grant. The first CD focuses on “Site Surveys”, including sites
in China, Mepal, India and Japan. Preservation of photographic documentation of
Asian matenals 15 a pnmary mission of the Archive, In an effori o help preserve
photographs taken by scholars, the Huntington Archive accepts donations of
photographic collections.

Il you are aware of photographic collections of Asian art, architecture or nifual that
wionld be useful 1o scholars and studenis and need a permanent home, please contact
Jamce M. Glowski, Associate Curator, The Huntington Archive, 204 Haves Hall, 108
Morth Oval Mall, Department of History of Art, Ohio State University, Columbus,
Ohio 43210-1318, US.A. Tel: +1 614 292 5374; fax: +1 614 292 4401; c-mail:
glowski. | 4 osu.edu

Janice Glowski,
Associate Curator, The Huntingtan Archive, (thio, ULSA.

The Ancient India and Iran Trust, Cambridge, U.K.

The Ancient India and Iran Trust is a registered charity (No, 276295) with a mission
o support study and research in the early history, culiure and languages of India, Iran
and neighbounng arcas. Readers of this Newsletier may be interested in particular to
know of the existence of ils Library, which is open o anvone with a serious intenest in
this arce. The Library contains many rare ilems, including the collections of books,
manuscripts, offprints, photographs and slides left by the late Professor Johanna van
Lohuizen-de Locuw (d. 1983) and Professor Sir Harold Bailey (d. 1996). The Library
continues to expand through purchases and benelactions, 5o that it remains a working
scholary library rather than a merely antiquarian one. Recent acquisitions include a
substantial collection of the late Penelope Beyjeman's shdes and an imporiant
collection of works on South Asian art history presented by Dr. James Harle, a former
Trustee. The library will in future acquire a further large collection from the library of
Dr. Raymond and Dr. Bridget Allchin {part of which is already housed in the Trust).

The Bailey, van Lohuizen and Allchin libranies cover different fields and to a large
cxlent L'mnpll::nu:nl cach other. The Bailey library is mainly concerned with Indo-
Iranian languages and literatures. The van Lohuizen library focuses on the history of
South and South East Asian art and architecture and the Allchin library on South
Asian prehistory and archacology.

Sir Harold Bailev's lhibrary was built up over many years; his interests were
remarkable for their breadih and variety, but centred upon the history of the Indian
and Iranian languages within that of the Indo-European language family. On the
Indian side there is extensive material relating to Vedic and Classical Sanskrit, Prakrit
amnd Pali. The Imnian languages - ancieni, mediaeval and modern - are very fully
covered, and there are excellent collections of books dealing with Central Asia,
Afghanistan and the Caucasus. Another special interest of Sir Harold's was the spread
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of Buddhism and the ranslation of Buddhist texis in Chincse, Japanese, Southeast
Asian languages, Tibetan, Mongol, Korean and Turkish.

Sir Harold Bailey also made a collection of manusenipts, The most important of these
are those in Persian (see the recent catalogue by Maria Szuppe in the journal fran, 35,
1997, pp. 93-101}), which include an important illuminated copy of the Shah-nama.
There are alse a number of Armenian and Georgian manuscnpts, and several paim-
leal manuscripts in Pali, Sinhalese and other Indian languages.

The van Lohuizen libmry has as its main focus the ant history of the countries of
South Asia (India, Pakistan, MNepal, Sn Lanka and Bangladesh), including also some
books on archacology and the history of architecture, It covers sculpture in stonc,
bronze and termacota, painting (including early Indian wall painting, as well as
miniatures of the Rajput and Mughal schools), epigraphy and numismatics. A major
theme of this library 15 the spread of Indian an inte adjacent countnes; in this context
there are special sections on the art history of Gandhara, Afghamstan, Central Asia.
Mepal, Tibet and South East Asia, especially Indonesia, including many important
works in Dutch.

As already noted, only a small part of the Allchin library is so far lodged at the
premises of the Trust. When the remainder is received, it will include major
collections on  the prehistory, protohistory, early histone  archacology and
cthnoarchacology of the countries of South Asia. The Indus civilisation 15 well
represented, and there ane many publications of South Asian onigin. There is also a
Central Asian collection, including numerous Russian publications, This library
complements the van Lohuizen hibrary in many respects, bnnging additional materials
on epigraphy. numismatics and the history of architecture.

Before being accepted by the Trust no part of the librry had been catalogued. With
the assistance of major grants, first from the Briush Library and laterly from the
Mational Lottery Heritage Foundation, the work of caaloguing has made steady
progress. The Catalogue forms parl of Cambndge Umiversity Library's Union
Computer Catalogue, so that once a book has been catalogued it may be loscated
through the University Library catalogue, acoessible via the Internet from all over the
world.

The Trust is located in a large Victonan house about 15 minutes’ walk {rom
Cambridge railway station. The librry does not lend out books, but is open to readers
daily throughout the year, from 10 am 1o 5.30 pm, Monday to Friday, excluding Bank
Hohdayz, and by special amangement with the Custodian, Mr. J. Cormick, duning
evenings and weekends. Those wishing to use the library for the first ume are
requested to telephone Brooklands House and speak to either the Custodian or the
Cataloguer, Mr. W. Mical, 0 as to make an appointment and fulfil the necessary
formalitics (i.e. 10 bring a letter of introduction and 10 sign the visitors” book).

The address of the Ancient India and Iran Trust is Brooklands House, 23 Brooklands
Avenue, Cambridge CB2 2BG, ULK. Tel: 434 1223 356 841.

Professor Nicholas Sims-Williams,
Chair of Central Asian Shudies,
Deparineent of Near and Middle Eass, SOAS, University of London, UK.

Inner Asian Collections at the Warburg Institute, London, UK.
Round the back of SOAS, in Wobum Square, is the Warburg Institute. 1L contains one

of the finest libranies in the world for Western an historians, but also has a small
holding of interesting Inner Asian material. In the Photographic Collection there is a
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drawer filled with approximately 400 photographs of Gandharan sculpture, filed
iconographically, and containing many images which are now hard o obtain, Bencath
this 15 a drawer on the siwpas of Sanchi, Bharhut and Amaravati: the Bharhut
photographs, @aken from 1870% glass negatives, are extremely fine. There is also a
collection of about 130 photographs from Joseph Hackin's dig al Begram, some of
which are still unpublished. A few other Inner Asian photographs are sprinkled
through the iconographic filing system of the Collection: there are for example seven
rarc Russian photos of paintings from Khara Khoto in the “Astrological Cycles”
drawer,

For those studying the early art of West Asia there is a collection of approximately
3,000 photographs, most of them bequeathed by a former director of the Institute,
Henn Frankfor (1897-1954). These naturally reflect Frankfort's own rescarch
interests in Ancient Egypt and pre-Hellenistic Mesopotamia: the holdings of Iranian
and Central Asian material are less substantial. At historians interested in tracing

iconographic themes should consult the Stanciof [ Index, a systematised collection o
approximately 24,000 notecards recently bequeathed to the Institute, and Kept in the
Photo Collection. These cards trace global themes in arl from all over the world: it is
particularly compendious on monsters of all soms {e.g. anguipedes, bicorporates,
animal-headed figures). The library of the Institute does not collect books on non-
European art in any systematic way; most of its holdings are contained in three bays
in the basement. The haphazard manner of acquisition, however, is reflected, in the
quirkiness of the collection, which contains much that is rare and unusual, especially
in French and German. Three floors of the library are devoted to subjecis other than
art such as sections on myth, symbolism, comparative religion, astrology, Islamic
science and so forth, which are likely to contain books of interest to readers of this
Mewsletter. Around 85% of the library's collection has been catalogued on computer,
and can be accessed through the Institute's web-page (hitpc/fwww sasac. uk/warburg/).
The computerisation should be completed over the next few vears. The Warburg
Institute 1= open to academics, groduate students and third-vear underpraduates
working on their dissertations; others are asdmitted at the discretion of the library stafl.
Opening hours are 10 am to 6 pm, Monday 10 Fiday, and 10 am to 1 pm on Saturdays
(except on Saturdays in August and Sepiember).

Dr. Paul Tavier,
Phowgraphic Collection, Warburg Institure, London, UK.

EEEEE

ASIAN RARE BOOKS
old & rare books bought and sold

175 W. 93 St. (Suite 16DD), New York, N.Y. 10025-9344, USA
fax: 1-212-316-3408
www.erols.com/arbs/
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EXHIBITIONS

“Nepal: a World of its Own"
The British Museum, London, UK.

This small exhibition in Room 336 (2 March - 31 May 1998) 15 the first in the Brilish
Museum devoted exclusively 1o Nepal, It explores the tradiional art and life of the
Eathmandu Valley. Objects on show include Buddhist and Hindu sculptures from the
muscum's collection, painted manuscripls, and ntuval implements. A number of
watercolours by Henry Oldficld, residency surgeon 1n Kathmandu (rom 1830 o 1568,
have been bomowed from the British Library for their first public showing. This
cxhibiton 15 one of a senes of events celebrating “Visit Nepal Year 1998"

“L'uomo d'oro™
Palazzo Te, Mantua, Italy

The exhibition “The Man of Gold: Steppe Culture from the Bronze Age to the
Migration Period in Kazakhstan™ (25 Apnl - 2 August 1998), has been jointly
orgamscd by the Mimistry of the Republic of Karakhstan, the Municipality of Maniua
and the International Centre of Art and Culture of Palazzo Te. [t presents, for the first
time in Europe, about 600 archacological anefacts illustrating the material life of the
nomadic and semi-nomadic populations that lived in present=-cay Karzakhstan, [mom
the Bronze Age to the penod of migrations. The objects, ranging in time from ceramic
pots of the Andronovo culture (2nd millenium B.C.) to objects of the 6th-Tih centurics
A.D. are, for the most part, =mall omamental plagques which [ormed the basic
accoutrements of nomadic people. Highlights of the exhibition include two [amous
finds: a golden openwork diadem (2nd-1s1 centunies B.C.) from a burial in the
Kargaly Valley, Almaty, decorated with mixed motifs in which Mear Eastern, Central
Asian and Chinese clements iniermingle; and a ceremonial dress of the Sth-4th
centuries B.C. discovered in the Issyk kurgan. The dress, complete with jacket, boots,
belt and an elaborate headdress, all omamented with a profusion of gold, gives the
exhibation its title. Though objections about the gender of the individual 1o whom this
attire belonged have been raised by Fussian and Western scholars, the curators of the
exhibition and of the catalogue, Chiara Silvi Antonim and Grigore Arbore Popescu,
opl for the classical interpretation which considers it a man's dress. The dindem from
Kargaly, on the other hand, with its complex and much-debated iconography,
belonged o a woman, cunl'lrnung the mgh status of women within the ancient social
organization of the steppe people and their keyrole in all aspects of life, including war
and religron.

For further information, please contact Antonella Lacchin: Tel: 43941 590 5151 or
Flavia Fossa Margutli (Electa, editor of the catalogue): +39 22 156 3230,

D, Filippo Salviati, Independent Researcher, Rowe, Ttaly.

“Tibetan Togeha Amulets™
The Tibetan Gallery, Heng Kong, P.R.C.

This exhibiion (15 May - mid June 1998) shows rogchas made of mixed metals.
Togchas are the most valued possessions of the Tibetans and are usually worn arcund
the meck on a sacred cord or altached 1o a prayer wheel or nual shamanstuc objects,
They depict a pantheon of deitics such as Garuda, Vajrapani, Manjusn and
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Avalokitesvara and ritual objects. For more details please contact: The Tibetan
Gallery, 55 Wyndham Street, Hong Kong, PR.C.

“Archaeological Treasures on the Silk Road in Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous
Region™
Shanghai Museum, Shanghai, P.R.C.

More than 300 exhibits are displayed at this special exhibition (1 Apnl - 15 October
19698), which i1z the largest display of archacological Ninds from the Xinpang Uygir
Autonomous Region ever held in China. Almost hall of the objects have been recently
discovered and have never been exhibited before. Some of the most interesting pieces
come from the Yingpan graveyard in Yuli county {200 km west of Loulan), the
discovery of which has been acclaimed as one of the ten most imporant
archacological finds in China by the State Ministry of Culture. The site was excavated
in 1995 by the Xinjiang Archacological Institute, In addition to nchly dressed and
well-preserved mummies, the exhibiion alzo includes funerary objects, textles,
painting, sculptures and documents. Many of the iextiles are in pristine condition.

“Great Cltles, Small Treasures : The Ancient World of the Indus Valley”
Asia Society Galleries, New York, U.S.A.

This exhibition (11 February - 3 May 1998) curated by Professor Jonathan hark
Kenover of the University of Wisconsin, Madizon, (orms part of the Asia Society’s
celebration of the fifoeth anniversary of Pakistan's founding. The Indus Valley
Civilisation, flourishing 4,600 - 3,200 years ago in the vast plans of the Indus fver
and adjacent regions, covered much of modern Pakistan and northern India. Both
countrnes now lay claim to it a5 the basis of their own aivilised culiure.

Unlike the Egvptian and Mesopotamian cultures, the Indus civilisation gave pnmacy
o its ordinary citizens. Instcad of temples, tombs, or palaces, citics with good
housing, roads and waste disposal svstems for all were built. The Indus sites are also
sinkingly uniform. Cities thousands of miles apart were constructed according o gnd
plans with bricks of stundardised size, and artefacts similar in style and manufacture
have been found throughout the region. For an ancient civilisation, 1t had & most
‘modem’ character. This sophisticated, orderly, and stable civilisation dominated the
region and traded with the rest of the ancient world.

This exhibition gives U5, audiences their first opporfunity to sce over a hundred of
the most rare and precious Indus Valley objects from Pakistani muscums. [L contains
finds from Pakistan only, and some of the most famous pieces, which staved in India
after partition and are in the MNational Muscum, New Delhi, are missing. The
exhibation is arranged in four sections. The first section intreduces the civilisation and
ils anigins, celebrating its highest achicvement, the first planned caties of the world.
The delicately crafted objects featured in the next three sections of the exhibition offer
insights into the different spheres of evervday life in the city, trade and commeree,
ritual and belief. In “Life in the Cities”, we see the jewellery the Indus people wore,
the vessels they used and the images they made of human beings which offer some
insights into the way the people looked and adomed themselves. The vessels, scals
and artefacts in the “Trade and Commerce™ section look into the mechanisms by
which trmde was controlled. Also shown are the prised anelacts produced in this
region for export. In the linal section on “Ritual and Beliel”, objects that were
probably used in ntual, and seals that depict nmal perfformances, as well as the
famous “Priest King"” of Mobenjo Daro are used o speculate about the beliefs current
in this ancient civilisation.
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The exhibition has been organised by the Asia Society with the co-operation of the
Depanment of Archacology amd Muscums, Mimstry of Culture, Government of
Pakistan. Prol. Kenoyver's book, Anciemt Cinies of the Indus Vallev Civilization is
published by Oxford University Press, Karachi (hb. US$65; pb. 1153$45) and includes
a catalogue of 205 objects, 115 of which are presented in the show. The exhibition
will move to the Elvehjem Museum of Art, Madison, Wisconsin from Sepiember o
November 1998,

“When Silk was Gold™
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, U.S.A.

Through the joant efforts of Anne E Wardwell and James C.Y. Watt, the Cleveland
Museum of Arl and The Metropolitan Museum (MMA), Mew Y ork, have orgamized a
siunning exhibition of carly Asian textules dating from the Sth o the 15th centunies.
“When Silk was Gold™ was [irst presented in Cleveland and then in Mew York (2
March - 17 May 1998). The title of the exhibition proposed by Laurence Channing,
alludes both to the ample use of gold threads in these fabrics and to the ancient use of
textiles as valusble commodities. 1t features sixty-four Ceniral Asian and Chinese
silks, tapestnies and embroidenies of superb quality, many of which are in almost

ristine condition and have been acquired by the two muscums in recent years.

ixteen textiles of those on show were bought by the Cleveland Muscum after 1992,
the year Wardwell published in Qriental Arf an anticle discussing some “Important
Asian Textiles recently acquired by the Cleveland Museum of Ant”. A Sogdian coat
for a child daung to the Sth century A.D., entirely decorated with medallions
containing a pair of confronting ducks, was purchased in 1996, It welcomes the
visitors at the MMA. [t 15 in such a mint condition that it appears 0 have just been
tailored. Mo less significant are the recent purchases of the MMA: a large fragment of
the Bih-9th century decorated with (loral medallions and an embroadery with
confronting birds, both acquired as recently as 1996 and dating (o the Tang dynasty
and a large Tibetan thangka of the carly 15th century depicting the wrathful deity
Y amantaka which entered the MMA collections in 1993 1013 likely that these textiles
come from ancient Inmer Asian tombs and from the many Tibetan temples looted over
the last decades. Such vague conjecture aside, the whole history of these
unprovenanced textiles, their cultural atnbution, dating, stylistic and iconographic
izsues all need to be studied. Wardwell and Watt focus in particular on textiles dating
between the 10th and the 1d4th centuries, especially a little-known group - rare in
China as well as in Western coliections - made dunng the Liao (907-1125 A.D.) and
Jin (1115-1234 A.D.) dynasties. The result has been an important exhibition which,
besides delighting the general visilors, has provided scholars with execiting new
material 1o investigate for years (o come.

Lir, Filippo Salviati, Independent Researcher, Rome, Italy

“Treasures of the Eurasian Steppes : Animal Art from 300 B.C. to 200 A.D.”
Ariadne Galleries, New York, U.S.A.

This exhibition (25 March - 16 May 1998) marks a departure for Anadne Galleries
that has untl recently dealt exclusively in western antiquities. The subject matter of
the exhibition - animal art of the Eurasian steppes - provides an exposiion of owner
Torkom Demirian's growing interest in the field of Chinese antiquities, the point at
which the exhibition ends. One of the largest exhibitions o be held this spring in
terms of scope and number of objects, this ambitious survey of almost two hundred
bronze, gold and silver works of ant attempis o explore the contribution of nomadic
commumities o the artistic raditions of their sedentary counterpans, with whose art
we are generally more familiar, The exhibition is organised geographically from west
to east with works from Luristan, the norbern Black Sea region (ancient Thrace and
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Seythia) progressing steadily castwards through Central Asia into southem Sibena,
Mongolia and from the Liao river to the Ordos plateau in China. Despite their widely
disparate geographical onigins, the objects dating from 800 1w 200 B.C. [orm a
stylistic whole. There are even several pieces from the Dian culture in Ywunnan
province, southwest China, to demonstrate how animal motifs and imagery were used
i regions not usually associated with steppe culiures,

Such provocation occurs throughout this exhibition 1o encourage the viewer 1o
acknowledge coltural differences between different nomadic tnbes and sedentary
peoples, and vet o draw parallels between them in their persisient use of animal
motifs, albeit in culwrally-specific terms. The large number of works on view show
clearly how even within a restncted range of generally utilitanan [orms, such as horse
trappings and belt plagues, there existed a broad visual vocabulary of animal forms.
These are explored in naturalistic, stylized and abstract ways and often include
lantastic clements. The pieces may have been decomated according to tribal
specifications but they bear enough of a relatonship with one ancther for a common
thread to be drawn. Certainly the steppe peoples of antiquity must have had a close
relanonship with the ammals on which they depended for their existence but ot 1s
tempting, when faced with the illusory nature of much of their art, o give credence to
the notion that many of them believed their inbe to have an animal totem.

The exhibition is accompanied by a fully illustrated colour catalogue, the proceeds
from the sale of which will be donated 1o the State Hermitage Museum in St
Petersburg, Russian Federation. Anadne Gallenies is located at 970 Madison Avenue,
Mew York, NY 10021, U.S.A. Tel: +1 212 772 3388: [ax: +1 212 517 7562,

Tina Pang. Mew York, U.5A.

“From Desert and Oasis: Arts of the People of Central Asia™
Georgia Museum of Art, University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia, L.5.A.

The Georgia Museum of Ari hosis this exhibition (14 February - 26 Apnl 1998)
drawn primanly from the collection of Mr. and Mrs. Tamor Shah of Adanta, Georgia.
[t includes over a hundred antefacts of the major ethnie groups of Central Asia from
the recently in:lL'Pc:ndl:'rLl countries of Karakhstan, Usbekistan, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tapkistan, a5 well as from [mn and Afghanistan. Many of the items,
which date from the middle of the 19th 1o the 20th centunes, have rarely, il ever, been
exhibited publicly.

Some of the woven items, which include rugs, bags, festive trappings in both pile and
flatweave techniques, and felted pieces are typical of the nomadic groups. The vanous
picces show the range of uses, technigues employved, and artistic concepts. Other
textiles, including embroidered suzanis and ikars, were made mosty by urban people
and were fashioned into festive items and clothing. Jewellery, a major repositony of
wealth and artistic expression, was imporiant in both seftled and nomadic socicties
and was worn for festive occasions and for dispiayving wealth and social posion. The
exhibition highlights a Tully fumished verr, complete with costumed “family" figures

The exhibition 15 accompanicd by an illustrated catalogue wrllen by guest curakor
George O'Bannon of Tucson, Anzona For more infommation please contact: Wendy
Cooper, The Georgia Museum of Arn, 90 Cardon Swreet, University of Georgia,
Athens, GA 30602 LS A, Tel: +1 706 542 0487, c-mail: weooper@uga.ceugaedu
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“Ikat: Splendid Silks of Central Asia from the Guido Goldman Collection™
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Washington D.C., U.5.A.

This travelling exhibition of about 70 rare Ceniral Asian ikar wall hangings, mounted
panels and robes from the Guido Goldman Collection is now on display al the Sackler
Gallery (26 Aprl - 7 September 1998). Ihar is an ancient method of textile
manufacture, wherein the threads are resist-dyed before weaving. The term can also
be used for the extles themselves. Although dkats are produced in many parts of the
world, those from 19th-century Central Asia are unrivalled for their vibrant colours
and bold designs. The exhibiion moves o the Jewish Muscum, New York in
February 1999,

“Sacred Visions: Early Painting in Central Tibet"
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, U.S.A.

This forthcoming exhibition will be curated by Steven M. Kossak, Associate Curator
in the Department of Asian Art at the MMA and Jane Casey Singer. [t will open on 6
October 1998, Some of the finest examples of early Tibetan painting, dated between
co. 1000 and 1450 A.D., will be exhibited. The catalogue explores the art historical
context for these paintings, a Neld sull in its early stages of research. Most of the
paniings have never been published, and many provide insight into Tibetan culire
dunng the Second Diffusion of Buddhism in Tibet.

{ We are grateful to Dr. fane Casey Singer for the above informarion. )

ARTHUR PROBSTHAIN
ORIENTAL BOOKSELLER

41 GREAT RUSSELL STREET
LONDON WC1B 3PL

Tel & Fax: 0171 636 1096

A wide range of books on Central Asia available
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CONFERENCES

Conference reports

“Heligion and Trade in Central Asia: Medicval and Modern Perspectives'
University of Manchester, Manchester, U.K.

This one-day seminar on 9 May 1998 explored the different aspects of the
coninbution of the vanous religions (Buddhism, Chnstianity, [slam, Judaism,
Manichacism and Zoroasiniamism) along the Silk Route, Professor Micholas Sims-
Williams, SOAS, University of London, spoke about the religion of the Sogdian
merchants. He emphasised the importance of Sogdian trading colontes in China and
introduced the dilferent types of Sogdian inscriptions and manuscripis that have been
found in Central Asia. The paper of Professor Alols Van Tongerloo, Catholic
Umiversity of Leuven, Belgium, on “Aspects of Trade and Religion in Some Middle
Turkic Documents” was read in his absence. The paper concentrated on the use of
loan words in Uygur, Edmund Bosworth, Professor Ementus of the University of
Manchester, spoke about “The Encounter of Islam and the Indigenous Faiths of Inner
Asia and the Caucasus in the Pre-Russian peniod”. Dr. Enca Hunter, also from
Manchester, concentrated on the Syniac and Chnstan Arabic sources refermng (o the
conversion of Turkic tribes to Chnstianity. Dr. Ken Parry, University of Manchester,
spoke aboul *The Japanese End of the Silk Roule”. He emphasized the importance of
ihe Shaso-in collection in Japan, which was scaled at the end of the ninth century, for
understanding the naere of trade and cultural exchange on the Silk Foad in that
penod. The seminar closed with two papers on more receni trade in Armenia and in
Mashad.

For further information contact Dr. Enca Hunter, Department of Middle Eastern
Studies, University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester M13 9PL, UK. Tel:
+34 161 275 3248 fax: +44 161 275 3264; e-mail ecdh] @cus.cam.ac.uk

“The Lhasa Yalley: History, Conservation and Modernisation in Tibetan
Archiecture”
C.M.R.S., Paris, France

An interdisciplinary workshop on the *History, Conservation and Moedernisation ia
Tibetan Architecture” in the Lhasa Vallev, hosted by the Centre Mational de la
Recherche Scientifique, Mewdon, UPR 299 (Milieux, sociétés ¢t cullures cn
Himalaya) was held in Paris between 27-29 November 1997, Participants came {rom
the Tibet Autonomous Region of the People’s Republic of China, ULS.A_, UK., ltaly,
Switzeriand, Germany, Norway and France. Other colleagucs were mvited [rom
China, Nepal and India. The workshop was aitiated and prepared by Dr. Heather
Stoddard, with the assistance of Frangoise Robin,

The name Lha.sa, meaning “Land of the Gods” or “Sacred Place”, is thought 1o date
from the mid-Tth century A.D., but archagological finds indicale human habitation in
the valley since neolithic times, some 4,500 years ago. The city of Lhasa, for wo
hundred years capital of the military empire of Great Tibet, became simultaneously
and more endunngly the “Sacred Place™ of Tibetan Buddhism. Lhasa was also
important as a Central Asian city in historical, culiural and economic terms, drawing
pilgrims and merchants from many parts of Asia. Unigue by its alutede, at 3,700 m.
above sea level, Lhazs was and still is one of the places on carth that captures the
imagination of humankind. Lhasa is one of fifty protecied histonic cities of the P.R.C.
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However, the whole valley, including the old city, is undergoing rapid transformation,
owing to large-scale construction projects, population expansion, efc. The very fabric
of the heart of Lhasa is endangered. When the workshop was proposed (wo years ago,
270 sites remained cut of the 650 recorded on Aufschnaiter's map in 1948, Al the end
of 1997, only 180 survive. This is why the workshop sought 1o concentrate on the city
itself, while at the same tUme reaching out to the broader question of Tibetan
architecture on the high plateau and beyond.

An exhibition on Tibetan architecture was held Panis and Rome in 1985, organised by
Paola Caffarelli, and gave nise to the publication of an imporiant catalogue, Demeures
des Hommes, Sonctuaires des Dieux. Sources, Développement et Rayonnement de
UArchitecture Tibéraine (Rome and Paris, 1987). Little funther rescarch has been
published in the course of the last decade: L'Homme e la Maison (ed. Gérard Toffin,
C.MR.S., Paris, 1981) dealt with Tibetan architecture on the southern side of the
Himalayas, while more recently Anne Chayet published a short survey of the subject
n Art et Archéolopie du Tiber (Picard, Pans, 1994). The Lhasa Historic City Atlasy
(LHC.A.) 18 currently being prepared by a joint European-T.AR. team headed by
Knud Larsen of Trondheim University (Morway); it has been the work of this team
over the last four years that created the impetus for the “Lhasa Valley™ workshop.
French tibetology has also produced a rich and interesting new corpus of materials on
Lhasa in the 17th century during the reign of the Great Filth Dalai Lama: Lhasa: Lien
du Divin (ed. Frangoise Pommaret, Olizanc, Geneva, 15997},

The approach of the workshop - the first of its kind - was interdisciplinary, involving
the participation of anthropologists, historians, architects, ubetologists and sinologists.
It was also an experiment, venturing into the highly sensitive arca of cultural hentage
conservation, restoration and development in Tibet. The scientific objectives were the
creation of an East-West forum for scientific research and exchange on Tibetan
architecture and habitat; the creation of a strategy for the restoration, protection and
development of traditional architecture on the Tibetan plateau (the LH.C.A); the
creation of Archives of Tibetan Architecture,

Seventeen papers were presented: André Alexander (Lhasa Archives, Berlin,
Germany) “Lhasa valley urban development 1980-1997", Ingun Amundscn
{Architect, Oslo, '\Jmma:.] “Tibetan and Bhutanese dzengs™ Prof. Pacla Caffarelli
{University of Genova, ltaly) “Structures architecloniques en bois du B-Seme sidcles &
Lhasa et en Himachal Pradesh”™; Tseyang Changoba (Assistant professor, University
of Tibet, Lhasa, P.R.C.) “History of lay Structures in the Lhasa city, and the dykes of
the Kyichu™; Graham Clarke (Anthropologist, Oxford L‘nil.'u:ml:.'. LLK.) “Economic
and matural forees for growth in the Lhasa municipality™; John Harmmison (Architect,
LLEL) “Vemacular urban architecture in the city of Ln-Mam-hnng Mustang™; Amx
Heller (Tibetologist, Switzerland) “Les bas-reliels sur bois du temple du Jo. khzmg

Comeille Jest (Ethnologist, CH.R.S., France) “Les Newars 4 Lhasa ef an Tibet™;

Samien Kamay (Tibetologist, E.N.R.S., France) “Les peintures murales du Palais
Rouge au Potala: La biographie du 5¢me Dalai Lama™; Prof. Kund Larsen (Professor
of Architecture, Trondheim University, Norway) “SAVES Lhasa historical city atlas™;
Minyak Chokyi Gyaltsen (Architect, Tibet, P.R.C.) "Les couleurs dans I'architecture
fibetaine™; Michel Peissel (Ethnologist) “Conical structures in two nomad tribes in the
Byang-thang™; Amund Sinding-Larsen (Architect, Oslo, Norway) “Lhasa projects in
progress™; Jill StClair-Riley {(Architeet, Amencan Catholic University, U.S.A.)
“Conceptions of space in Tibetan architecture™; Heather Sioddard (Tibetologist,
IMALCO, France) "The First 'Great Prayer Festival' sMon.lam Chen.mo, in Lhasa,
1406 A.D” and “The Foundation Stones of the Jokhang™; Shenyen Tsultrim
(Historian, Tibet Academy of Social Sciences, Lhasa, PR.C) “Levolubon des
structures religieuses dans la vieille ville de Lhasa” A round table discussion on
future stalegy was held at the end of the workshop, during which il was concluded
that two complementary approaches should be pursued, Rescarch under existing
agreements should be continued, with small on-the-ground projects working with
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local authonties, and the possibility of launching a large-scale intemational project
should be explored.

A substantial body of new research on Tibetan architecture will be available with the
publication of the workshop papers. Pholographic and mapping archives arc
accumulating and will provide important information for further research and
conservation of Lhasa and other sites in the Tibetan world, Ultimately, the aim is the
creation of a documentary and research centre for Tibetan cultural heritage, which
could be associated with a school for traditional architecture and conservation. A
forum on the WWW and a web-page could be sct up in the near future.

For more information please contact Shalu Association, BP 150, 75263 Parnis cedex
06, France. Telffax: 433 1 4567 7489; ¢-mail: ShaluAs@@anl.com

[ We would fike teor thank Dy, Heather Stoddard for this informeation. )

“Museum as a Storehouse of Religious Cultural Artefacts™
State Museum of the History of Religions, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation

This conference entitied “*Muscum as a Storehouse of Religions Cultural
Artefacts: Religion and Cultural Memory of Humanity™ (25-27 November 1997)
was devoded o 65 years of the State Museum of the History of Religions. The
problems considered were religion as a syslem of organisation, transmission amd
transformaton of colwral information; the use of archacological, ethnographic,
historical, sociclogical and other cultural subjects in the study of religion and the
sacral as a subject of museum study: sacral cultural monuments and their attrbution,
systematisation, exhibition and storage.

Approximately ninety scholars and researchers of muscums and scientific institutes
from all over St Petersburg took part in this conference. Sixty papers were read,
covering the whole area of religious studics from all over the world. Papers included
talks on Buddhist art in Buryatia (by O, Gorovaja and J, Hishnjaky and on the
religious art of northern people.

{ We wonld like to thank Dr. frene Kuliganek, Institure of Oriental Shudies,
5t Petersburg, Russian Federation for the above information. )

“The Art of Baked Clay™
Indian Museum, Caleuita, India

This international seminar (2-6 Februany 1998) on termacottss was organised joimly by
the Indian Museum, Calcutta and the Brooklyn Museum, Mew York, ULS.A, The
speakers included Prol, FM. Asher, Minneapolis, USA. ("Why brick? Some
thoughts on materials™; Dr. M.C. Joshi, New Delhi, India (“Termacotta and art”); Dr.
Amv Poster, Brooklyn, US.A. (“Temracolta art of India: a brief intmoduction to the
BErooklyn Museum art collections™); Dr. Danelle Mason, Philadelphia, U.S.A. (“Siclla
Ermrisch and A.K. Coomaraswamy's contributions 1o the study of Indian terracoltas
- a reassessment in view of the Philadelphia Museum of An and Muscum of Fine
Ans, Boston's collections™); Prof. D.C, Bhattacharyya, Chandigarh, India (" Terracolia
of Morthwestern sector: Pakistan, Kashmir, Harvana, and Himachal Pradesh™); Dr.
R.C. Agrawala, Jaipur, India (“Ancient lerracolta an of Rajasthan™); Dr. R.C. Sharma,
Varanasi, India (“Morthern Indian termacottas”™): Dr. U.S, Tiwan, Allahabad, India
(“Termacolta collections in the muscums of north India™); Dr. N, Goswami, Calcutta,
India (“Temacotta collections in the Ashutosh Muscum of Indian Art, Calcutia
University™); Dr. G. Sengupta, Calcutta, India (“Terraeotta collection in the State
Museum, West Bengal™); Dr. Enamul Haque, Dhaka, Bangladesh (“Terracotta ant of
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Bangladesh™); Dr. C. Margavandhu, New Delhi, India ("Termacotta of Westem
Deccan™); Dr. LK. Sarma, Hyderabad, India {“Terracotia of Eastern Deccan™); Dr. Pia
Brancaccio, Maples, laly (“Satavahana terracoltass proposed conmections with
Plolemaic Egypt™): Dr. 8. K. Chakmvani, Calcutta, India (“Synthesisation of a West
Asian art motil in Bengal termacotta temples™) and Dr. DL Stdiner, Stockton, U.S.A.
{(“Ceramic traditons of Pagan, Burma™). The material presented illustrated the
interconnections within the lerracotia traditions of different paris of Asia.

The seminar was accompanied by an exhibition entitled “Terracottas of Bengal™ (2-
10 February 1998) at the Indian Muscum and a catalogue was released.

“The Silk Roads in Central Asia : Recent Research™
University of California, Berkeley, LL.S.A.

This international conference (6-7 December 19497) was sponsored by the Department
of Mear Eastern Studies and the Central Asiaf’Silk Road Working Group at the
Umversity of Califormia (U.C.}, Berkeley, and by the Silkroad Foundation, More than
twenty papers were presented, which focused on the ar, archasology and history of
the region. In addition to members of the host institution, there were participants from
Europe, Russia, China, Japan, and other institutions in the US4,

Opening remarks were presented by Prof. Guitty Azarpay, U.C. Berkeley; Prof.
Albert Dicn, Stanford, and Dr. Sanjyvol Mehendale, U.C. Berkelev. Scholars
presenting papers included Dr. Paul Bernard, C.M.R.S.. Pans, France (“Ai Khanum,
Afrmsiab: Certaintics and Uncertainties in the Chronology of the Hellenistic Peniod in
Central Asia”); Prof. Katsumi Tanabe, University of Kanazawa, Kanazawa, Japan (A
Kushano-Sasaman Silver Plate and Tigers of the Oxus™); Prol. Wang Binghua,
Xinjiang Institutc of Archacology, Unimchi, P.R.C. ("Early Chinese Buddha Images
and Hu Habitations™): Prof. Roderick Whitfield, SOAS, London, LLE. (“Shrines in
the Desert: the Changing Face of Dunhuang™); Dr. Mananne Yaldiz, Museum fir
Indische Kunst, Berlin, Germany (“The Cave with the Ringbeanng Doves, Cave 123,
Jizil - an atiempi at an interpretation”™): Dr. Henn-Paul Francforl, C.N.R.S5., Pans,
France (“Hunting and Fighting Images in the Rock An of Central Asia™); Dr.
Jeannine Davis-Kimball, Center for the Study of Eurasian Nomads, Berkeley, U.S.A.
(“Bridging the Gap: Gender and Eurasian Nomads™); Dr. Alexander Leskov, San
Jose, US A, ("Contacts between the Tribes of South Eastern Europe and Ancient
Mear East during the First Millennium B.C.E: Formation of the Westem Part of the
Silk Road™); Dr. Fredrik Hicbert, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, US.A.
(“The Painted Pottery Tradition in Central Asia and its Implications for East-West
Interaction™); Dr. Frantz Grenet, C.N.R.S., Pans, France (“The First Century of
[slamic Fule at Samarkand, as Shown by the Excavations of the French-Urzbeck
Archaeological Mission™); Prof. Andre Gunder Frank, University of Tornonto,
Toronto, Canada {(“ReOnent: From the Centrality of Central Asia to Middle Kingdom
China”);, Dr. Osmund Bopearachchi, C.N.E.5., Pans, France ("Ceniral Asia and
Maritime Trade: Archaeclogical Evidence from Sn Lanka™); Dr. Connne Debaine-
Francfort, C.M.R.5., Pars, France (“Early Buddhist and Pre-Buddhist Im gated Oascs
in the Taklamakan Desert - Preliminary Results of the French-Chinese Archacological
Expedition in Kerva, Xinjiang, 1991-1996"); Prof. Hamko Tsuchiva, Sophia
University, Tokyo, Ja (“Preliminary Report of Feld Rescarch in Nonhem
Pakistan, 1996-97"); . Bo Lawergren, City University, New York, US.A
(“Migration of Music Along the Silk Road"); Prof. Esther Jacobson, University of
Cregon, Eugene, USA. (“Central Asion Nomadic Sources for Zhou-Han
Representational Innovations™); Prof. Valene Hansen, Yale University, New Haven
(*Feuniting Turfan’s Scattered Treasures™); Dr. Han Baoguan, Xi'an Cultural Relics
Administration, Xi'an, P.R.C. (*A Discussion of the Influence of the Western
Region's Civilization on the Life of the Mobility in the Tang Dynasty from the
Perspective of the Pottery Figures from Princess Jinxing's Tomb™); Dr. Jorinde Ebert,
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Witrgburg, Germany (*Who Were the Donors of the Kial Cave Paintings™) and
Soroor Ghamimat, U.C., Berkeley, U.S.A. ("MNew Perspoectives on the Chronological
Horrons of Sistan’s Kuh-E Khwaja™). Conference sessions were followed by panel
discussions under the dircction of Prof, Richard Frve, Dr. Prudence Harper, Prof.
Albert Dien, Dr. Martha Canter, and Dr. Audrey Spiro. Closing remarks were made by
Prof, David Stronach and Bruce Williams of U.C. Berkeley.

The mix of participants from diverse countrics, institutions and disciplines greatly
enhanced the conference’s contribulion 1o a continuing dialogue on the study of
Central Asia and the Silk Roads. It is hoped that the University of California at
Berkeley will regularly host such conferences on Central Asia

Dr. Sanjvor Mehendale,
Umiversity of California, Berkeley, US.A.

Central and Inner Asian Seminar
University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada

This annual seminar ook place on 1-2 May 1998, The subject was *The Social and
Cultural Context of Nomadic Technology, Ancient and Modern™ (v. CIAA NL 6,
November 1997, p. 26). Speakers included Katheryn Linduff, University of
Pittsburgh, Pitsburgh, U5 A, (*Metallurgists in Eastern Inner Asia: The Chinese and
Their Meighbours™  Lindulf®vms.cis.pittedu); Hossein  Dadfar, University of
Linkoping, Sweden (“Momadic Technology and the Role of Women™
HosDa@ EEL LIV SE);, Michacl Brose, Umiversity of Pennsvivania, Philadelphia,
LS A, ("Uighurs and Technologies of Literacy 1n the Mongol Empire in the 12th and
13th centunies” mbrose@sas.upenn.edu); John Masson Smith, University of
California, Berkeley, ULS.A. (“The Nomads' Armament Home-Made Weaponry™
jmsmith@socrates. Berkeley.edu) and Michacl Gervers and Wayne Schlepp,
University of Toronto (“The manufacture of the Mongol ox-cart and its etymology™
102063, 21 52 @ compuserve.com; schlepp@eagle.ca among others.

For more information please contact Gillian Long, Room 14290, Fobars Library,
Umiversity of Toronto, Toronto, Ontano M5S 3H, Canada, Tel/fax: +1 416 978 4882,
c-mail: gillian. long & utoronto.ca

Forthcoming conferences

MNorthwest Kazakstan and Region
Qostanay, Kazakstan, 3-5 June, 1998

This international conference on “The Political, Economic and Cultural Ties
between Morthwest Kazakstan and Neighboring Countries and Peoples™ will be
held in Qostanay, Karakstan, Topics will include problems of methodology and
historiography, spiritual and material culture, problems of the genesis and mutual
influences of cultures, ethnogenesis and cthnic history, current issues in ancient and
mediceval history, the study 15 the national independence movements in the 18th-20th
centuries and conlemporary processes of economic integration.

Papers 1o be submitted should not exceed 8 typed, double-spaced pages, and should
be sent by 15 April 1o g Qostanay, pr. Abaia, 28, KSKhl, Kafedm Istorii Kazakstana,
The fees lor the conference include US315 for registration and US$60 lor conlerence
materials. For more information, please contact: Prof. A. Kuzembayuli, T mikroraion,
2 dom, 87 kv., 480014 Qostanay, Kazakstan.
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Central Asian Workshop
University of lllinois, Chapmaign-Urbana, U.5.A., 9-12 July, 1998

The University of [llinois' Summer Research Laboratory, sponsored by their Russian
and East European Center, are organising this workshop to highlight the teaching of
Central Asian studies, This workshop is intended 1o be a stepping stone towards the
organising of a Central Asian Studies Association, and will hink up with the efforts of
the University of Wisconsin-Madizon’s and the Central Asia Instmie’s program (v
pp. 37-38 of this Newslenter) . A wide variety of disciplines will be represented at the
workshop, including  history, political  science, cconomics, literature  and
anthropology. This will provide an opporiunity to assess the development of Central
Axian studies in the United States. Scholars from all over the world are invited, but
overscas tavel expenses will not be available

For further information contact: Keely Lange, Department of Government and
International Swedies, 219 O'Shaughnessy Hall, University of Notre Dame, South
Bend, 1N 46556, LLS.A. Tel: +1 219 631 9017, fax: +1 219 631 4268 e-mail:
keely, 0. lange. 3 @ nd.edu

The Third Silk Road Conference
Yale University, Mew Haven, U.S.A., 11-12 July, 1998

This conference will mark the end of a three-vear project for a team of iwenty-five
Chinese and Amencan scholars, working within the disciplines of archasology,
history, an and religious studies, who have becn involved in “The Silk Road
Project: Reuniting Turfan's Seattered Treasures™ (v. CIAA NLS, November 1997,
p. 16). The completed versions of their papers will be presented 1o a conference that
will be open o the public.

The tentative list of speakers include Chen Guocan, Wuhan University, Wuhan,
P.R.C.(*A Look at the Tang-dynasty Taxation System in Light of the Turfan Finds™);
Israfel Yusuf, Xinjiang Muscum, Urumgi, PR.C. ("MNewly Excavated Uighur-
Language Documents from Turfan™); Ma Shichang, Beijing University, Beijing.
P.R.C. ("A Comparison of Buddhist Wall Paintings at Kizil, Turfan and Dunhuang”™):
Qiu Ling, Xinjiang Archacological Institute, Urumgi, P.R.C. (“MNewly Excavaled
Epitaphs from Jiache City in the Turfan Oasis™); Rong Xinjiang, Beijing University,
Beiping, PR.C. ("Dacism in Tang-Dynasty Turfan™); Wang Binghua, Xinjang
Archacological Institute, Unamgi, P.R.C. (*Turfan Finds in India and Korea, and New
Finds at Jisohe™); Wang Xisofu, Beijing University, Beijing. P.R.C. ("Tibetans in
Turfan™); Wu Min, Xinpang Museum, Urumgi, P.E.C. (*Non-Chinese huren as seen
in Excavated Matenals [rom the Astana Graves al Turfan™); Zhu Lei, Wuhan
University, Wuhan, P.R.C. (“Social Strata in Turfan Society During the Gaochang
Kingdom and Tang Periods™); Janet Baker, Bowers Muscum, Santa Ana CA, US.A.
(*The Image of the Heavenly King in Chinese Tombs and Temples: Sui and Early
Tang Examples”™); Deng Xisonan, Beijing University, Beijing, P.R.C. ("Women's
Activiies Outside the Houschold in Turfan™); Albent Dien, Stanford University,
Stanford CA, US. A, ("Tombs Revisited: Another Look at 86T AM3IE4-391™), Sarah
Fraser, Morthwestem University, Evanston, USA. (“The Arist's Practice in the
Turfan Region, 5th-9th Centunes”);Valeric Hansen, Yale University, Mew Haven,
L.S.A. (“How the Chinese Converted to Buddhism - or did they? What the Turfan
Graves Reveal About Religious Change™): Judy Chung-Wa Ho, University of
California, Irvine, U.S.A. ("Representations of Women in Turfan™); Denise Leidy,
Metropolitan Museum of An, New York, USA. ("Bezeklik: Some Thoughis on
leonography and Practice™); Angela Sheng, Temple University, Tokyo, Japan
{“Turfan Textiles: Ar, Technology and Use in Tang China®™); Jonathan Skafl,
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, ULS.A. ("The Persian Silver Coins Found at



CIAA Newsletter Issue #7 Conferences

Turfan and their Relationship to Intemational Trade™): Oktor Skjaerve, Harvard
University, Cambridge MA, U.S.A. (“lranian Manichaeans in Turfan™); Nancy
Steinhardt, Umiversity of Pennsylvamia, Philadelphia, U.S.A. ("Beiting: Provincial
Tang Architecture in the Qoco Uvgur Provinces™): Vietor Xiong, Western Michigan,
Kalamazoo, Michigan, U.S.A. (“The Equal-field System as Seen (rom the Turfan
Documents™), Mobuyoshi Yamabe, Kyushu Eyukoku Junior College, Saga, Japan,
{“Cm the Mural Paintings of Meditating Monks in Turfan: In Conjunction with the
Ongin of Some Apocryphal Visualiation Texts™) and Zhang Guangda, Yale
University, Mew Haven, ULS.A. (“Manichacizsm, Mazdeism and Mestorianism in the
Western Regions™), Papers will be read in Chinese or English.

For further information on the Silk Road Conference, please contact Prof. Valene
Hansen, e-mail: valene hansen'® yale.edu

Dulan Workshop and Field Trip
Archacology Institute of Qinghai Provinee, Xining, P.R.C., 2-7 August, 1998

Finds made in the mountainous pastures and gorges of Dulan county in Cunghad
province have now finally been acknowledged in China o be among the mosi
important archacological discoveries of the decade. Hundreds of ancient tombs
believed to belong to ancient Tubo (Tibetan) and Tuyuhun anstocrats and commoners
encircle the stark ravines, the majonty as yet unexploned.

For the first time ever the Archaeology Institute of Qinghai Province is offening a
limited number of visilors the opporiunity 1o visit this ancient and scemic site, and o
examine the spectacular lextiles and other precious objects already unearthed from the
tombs, With the exception of three piecces which were included in the recent *“New
Archacological Treasures of China™ exhibition in Beijing, none of these objects
have ever been shown in China or abroad, and they are not accessible in any museum
collection. The Dulan Workshop and Field Trip offers a wnique chance to view these
almost unknown treasures in one of China’s most inaccessible regions. An area of
geographical and cultural diversity, this county of high mountain peaks, dry gorges
and lush pastures is home o Tibetans, Mongolians and Muslim Han herdsmen and
farmers.

The proposed trip will include a workshop at the Archacology Institule in Xining o
introduce the archacology of Dulan. Thiz will be followed by a three-day lield trip o
archacological sites of interest in the Dulan area and the vicinity of Kokenor (Qinghai
Lake), as well as visits to the Kumbun Monastery, Quian-s1 Monastery and temple
complex, and the Majiayao site. Final brncfings and discussions will take place at the
Archacology Institute.

The cost of the trip is US$2,500 which includes return air fares from Xining to
Being, all accommaodation, transport, meals, and incidental expenses. Paricipants
will be accompanied by archacologists from the Institute and interpreters. Proceeds
from the Field Trap will be used by the Archacology Institute to further their rescarch
and protect the area which 15 already sericusly threatened by tomb robbers and the
ravages of nature, Mumbers are limited. For funher information contact Susan Dewar
or Bruce Doar, Telifax: + 86 1 849 B98T: e-mail: atext® public3.bla.net.cn

Military Archaeology
The Institute of Archacology and The State Hermitage Museum
St. Petersburg. Russian Federation, 2 - § September 1998

This conference entitled “Military Archaeclogy: Weaponry and Warfare in
Historical and Social Perspective™ (v. CIAA NLG, November 1997, p. 27} will now
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be held at The State Hermitage on the later date given above. Consequently, the
conference program will not be ready until June and thus no exact details about the
participants are available al the moment. The subjects covered by the conference
papers are gmng o be very o II'N.|I.1(|LI'IH archacological studies of Burasian
weaponry; the echnology and iconography of weaponry from the Ancient Near East
to the Middle Ages; forufication; military organization and linguwstics {weaponry in
varous languages), Methodological problems associated with the archacology of
weaponry and the different approaches 1o military matenial of the past will also be
discussed. This confierence 15 1o be the first in a senes of related conferences.

Please send your abstracts by 1 June 1998, A selection of the conference papers will
be published by E. J. Bnll (closing date for submission, | February 1999), For [urther
information please contact: Conference Committee (Archaeology of Weaponry),
Institute of Archacology, Dvorisovaya nab. 18, Si. Peiersburg 191065, Russian
Federation. E-mail: alexander. matveey @ msk.uib.no; rezvan@ thesaru

“The Civilization of the Western Region in Tang Dynasty™
Xinjiang Kucha Caves Research Institute, Kizil Caves, P.R.C.
12-14 September 1998

i"'u]]mvmg the first successful symposium on “Western Region Culture during the
Tang period™ held in August 1997 (v. CIAA NL&, November [997, pp, 24-23), the
Kl Caves will host another intemational conlerence entitled “The Civilization of
the Western Region in Tang Dynasty: Anxi Chiel Supervisor’s Office”™. The Anxi
Chief Supervisor's Office was the most influential political organization established
by the Tang Government in the Western Regions. The topics for discussion include
history, economy, literature, art, languages, histoncal figures and military affairs of
the Western Regions: the historical posiion and function of the Anxi Chiel
Supervisor’s office; the interrelation between the Anxi Chiel Supervisor's Office and
the Turks, Tibetans, Uygurs and Qiuci etc. The official languages used in this
conference will be Chinese, English and Japanese.

In addition o the three-day academic confercnce, participants will be visiting the
Kizil Caves, the Kumtura Caves, Subashi, the Simsin Caves in Kora, Jiache,
Gaochang, the Beweklik Caves and the Astana Tombs in Turfan,

The total conference fee is USH1,190. The fee covers accommodation (from 10-18
September), all meals, and all events from 9-19 Seplember. Those wishing to attend
ithe conference are encouraged to submit their proposed papers (no more than 1,000
words) by 31 Mav 1998, For further information, please contact He Fang, Fu 1, 132,
Xibei Road, Uromagi, Xinjiang 830000, P.R.C. Tel/Tax: +86 991 483 7114,

“History and Culture of Osh in the pre-Mongol Epoch™
Osh, Kyrgyz Republic, September 1998

The Mational Academy of Sciences of the Kyrgyz Republic, the State Directorate and
the Osh regional organization plan to hold a conlercnce entitled “History and
Culture of Osh and the Osh Region in the pre-Mongol Epoch™. The following
topics are suggested for discussion: the polincal history of the Kara Khan dynasty and
the Karakhanid regional centre at Uzgand; urban life in the Ferghana Valley in the
Karakhanid epoch; the development of architecture duning 1000-1200 A.D. and the
Uzgand mausolea in the Central Asian cultural context; coramic production in the
period 1000-1200 A.D. and the ceramics of the Osh negion in the Central Asian
cultural context.
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Accommodation will be provided for conference paricipants. Please send all
applications and abstracts [or preliminary publication by 1 May 1998 w0 Kyrgye
respublikasynyn  uluituk  ilimder akademiiasy, Naisional'naia  akademiia  nauk
Foyrgyzskoi respubliki, T20071 Bishkek 71, Chui Prospeki, 265a, Kyrgye Republic.
Tel: 47 3312 242 744; [ax: +7 3312 243 607; welex: 245140, The scientific co-
ordinator of the program is Professor Vadim M. Masson, Institute of History of the
Material Culiwre, Russian Academy of Sciences, 191186 St. Petersburg, Dvortsovaya
emb. 18, Russian Federaton, Fax: #7812 311 6270,

(We would like fo thank Professor Vadim M. Masson, Director, Institute of the
History of Material Culture, 5i. Petersburg. Russian Federation for this informarion, |

“Worlds of The Silk Road: Ancient and Modern™
Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia, 18-20 September 1998

This will be the third bicnnial conference of the Australasian Socicty [or Inner Asian
Studies (A.51.A.5.) 10 be held a1 Macguarie University, The School of Archacology,
Classics and Ancient History a1 the University of Sydney, in conjunction with the
Uzbek Academy of Sciences, will embark on their fourth season of digging at Kagakl-
i yatkan this vear, Both AS1AS. and Macquane University have become leading
players in the field. Macquarie’s Prolessor of Ancient History, Samuel N.C, Licu, 15 a
distinguished specialist in Inner Asian Studies and the entire resources of the
Manichaean Studies Centre are now located there.

Professor Lieu will once again be the Keynote Speaker and special guests will be
Professor Micholas Sims-Williams (S0OAS, Umversity of London, UK.} and
Professor Alois van Tongerioo (University of Leuven, Belgium). The proceedings
from ithe second conference in 1996 entitled Warlds of the Silk Road: Ancienr and
Modern - Proceedings of the 2nd ASLAS. Conference (ed. David Chnistian and
Craig Benjamin, Brepols, 1998) will be launched by Profl. Sims-Williams at the
conference.

The ASILAS. invites Inner Asian scholars W deliver a paper al this important
gathering. For further information, please contact either Beth Lewis: Tel: +61 2 9850
T560; fax: +61 2 9850 8892 or Craig Benjamin: Tel: +61 2 9451 7139 or c-mail
gangal iFacay com.au

{We are gratefil to Craig Benjamin, Secretary of AS.LAS., for providing us with this
informarion. |

Workshop on Central Asian Studies
University of Wisconsin, Madison, US.A., 8-11 October 1998

The Central Asian Studies Program at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, in
conjunction with the Center for Russia, East Europe and Ceniral Asia, is convening
the sccond annual Workshop on Central Asian Studies. The gﬂ.ll of this workshop is
o provide an opportunity for interested scholars, institutions, and organisations 1o
meet annually, to discuss how o research, leach and co-ordinate efforts in the Central
Asian field. The theme for this workshop is “Rewriting Central Asian History™
Additional topics include Turkic linguistics, Jadid drama and literature, and Tatarstan.

The keynote speaker will be Prof. Galievna Mukminova (Depariment of Central
Asian History, Institute of History of the Uzbek Academy of Sciences, Tashkent,
Uzbekistan), one of the leading specialists in the social and cconomic history of
medieval Central Asia. She is famaliar with the writing of new national histories in
Uzbckistan and elsewhere in Cenitral Asia.

37




CIAA Newsletter Issue #7 Conferences

Participants wishing to present a paper are asked to submit a one-paragraph abstract
by 1 August 1998 1o Center for Russia, Enst Europe and Central Asia, University of
Wisconsin-Madison, 210 Ingraham Hall, 1155 Observatory Dnive, Madison, W1
53706-1397, US.A. Tel: +1 608 262 3379 fax: +1 608 265 3062, c-mail:
creeca@mace wise.edu; web-site: http:(fpoly glot.lss wise.edw/creecal

Second International Avesta Conference
Calgary, Canada, 25-27 September 1999

This conference will be organised by The Zorcastnan Education and Research Society
and co-sponsored by The Zormastnan Association of Alberta. Religious scholars,
academics, students, members of the Zoroastrian community and those wanting to
understand the Zoroastrian religion are all invited to participate. The Conlerence will
provide a forum for discussion about the recent developments in the understanding of
Avestan and Pahlavi Texis, Parsi/Persian Zoroasinman Literature, and niuals.
Conflirmed speakers at present include: Prof. Dr. William Malandra, Prof. Dr. Gernot
Windfuhr, Prof. Dr. Jamsheed Choksy, Prof. Dr. Martin Schwartz, Prof. Dr. Helmut
Humbach, Prof. Dr. Antonio Panaino and Dasturji Dr. K. Jamaspasa and Prol. Dr
James Russell. For further information, please contact: Dr. Pallan R. Ichaporia: tel: +1
610 589 5419 fax: +1 610 589 5495 e-mail: pichapona@acl com; web-page:
hitpeffwww.zers.org. For information about venue and hotel reservation, please
contact the co-sponsor: Firdosh Mehta, Chairman, The Zoroastrian Association of
Alberta, Canada; tel: +1 403 438 4371; fax: +1 403 436 (004,

The First International Avesta Conference “Perceptions and Reflections into
Avestan Literature and Practices™ ook place between 15-17 November 1997 at
Framingham, Massachuselts, U.S A, Speakers including Prof. Helmut Humbach, Prof.
Philip Kreyenbroek, Prof. Anteaio Panaino, Prof. Shaul Shakeed, Prof. John Hinnels,
Prol. Jamsheed Choksy, Dr. Pallan R. Ichapona and Prol. Dr. Martin Schwartz, Prof.
Dr. Ivan Steblin-Kamensky, Prol. Dr. Mikhail Bogolyubov, Dasturi Dr. Firoze
Kotwal, Khojeste Mistree and Prof. Richard Frye discussed the following subjects:
Old Avesta including the Gathas, Young Avesta, Pahlavi, Parsi/Persian Literature,
Rituals and History. The procecdings will be published by Hamrassowitz, Wicsbaden,
Germany.

The Zoroastrian Education and Research Society also publishes a new summer edition
of its journal. The topics covered will be the Gathas, Young Avesta, Pahlavi, Persian
Zosoastnan Literature, Rituals, and Socio-Cultural Traditions. Papers not exceeding
6,000 words are inviled on any of the above subjects. The papers will be peer
reviewed by the Intemational Board of Editors and the approved papers will be
published. Please send your paper io¢ Editor-in-Chief, Journal of the Zoroastrian
Education and Research Sociely, 253 Adam's Dave, Womesldod, PA 19567, U.S.A,
or o the Publisher, Journal of the Zoroastrian Education and Research Society, 114153
Owerbrook Lane, Houston, TX 7707, US.A.
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NEW PUBLICATIONS

Bulletin of the Asia Institute 10: Studies in Honor of Viadimir A. Livshits

Michigan: June 1998, pp. 300, 130 ills. US365, with US$8 for shipping. Onder from
Bulleun of the Asia Institute, 3287 Bradway Blvd., Bloomficld Hills, MI 48301,
LLS.A. Tel: +1 248 647 7917 fax: +1 248 647 9223: e-mail: bai3d@aol.com; web-
page: httpe/fwww.bulletinasiainstitute.org

Articles in this volume include: . M. Diakonoll, “Pre-Median Indo-Iranian Tribes in
Morthern lran?": B. Schmitt, “Epigraphisch-cxegetische Probleme der altpersischen
Texie 'DNb' und "XP1": Teil I ; M. Fuller and A. Dn. H. Bivar, “Parthian Osiraca from
the Synan Jazra”; A. Invernizzi, “Old Nisa and the An of the Steppes”; 5. D.
Logimov and A. B. Nikiin, “Parthian Coins (rom Margiana: Numismatics and
History™; R. M. Frye and P. 0. Skjacrve, “The Middle Persian Inscription [rom
Meshinshahr™; P. Gignoux, “Six documents pehlevis sur cuir du Californa Museum
of Ancient Art, Loz Angeles™; G. Gnoli, “More on astwand ruwan (KKZ 19 and
KNEb 20-217"; J. Harmatta, “The Wall of Alexander the Greal and the Limes
Sasanicus™ A, 5. Melikian-Chirvani, “The [ranian Wine Hom from Pre-Achaemenid
Antiguity i the Safavid Age™; D. N, MacKenzie, “Khwarezmian Emgma Vanatons™;
M. Sims-Williams and F. de Blois, “The Bactrian Calendar”; Yulaka Yoshida, “The
Sogdian Dhuta Text and Itz Chinese Original™; F. Grenct and Zhang Guangda, “The
Last Refuge of the Sepdian Religion: Dunhuang in the Ninth and Tenth Centuries”;
W. Sundermann, “A Manichaean View on the Resumection of the Body™ V. G.
Shkoda, “The Sogdian Temple: Structure and Riwals"; B. I. Marshak, “The Tiger,
Raised from the Dead: Two Murals from Panjikent”; B. Staviskii and T. Mkrtychey,
“Crara-Tepe in Old Termez: On the History of the Monument”; R. Salomon, “Five
Kharosthi  Inscriptions”; Helmut Humbach, “Pangul. a Turco-Bactnan Ruler™; M.
Schwartz, “*Sasm, Sesen, SL Sisinnios, Sesengen Barpharanges, and ‘Semanglof”, E.
Salomon, “Addendum 1o “Three Dated Kharosthi Inscripions (BAI 9™ A.
Topshield, “Ashmolean Museum, Oxford.

IDF News - Newsletter of the International Dunhuang Profect

Mo, 10, London: Spring 1998 pp. 8, 8 b. &w. ills. For a lree copy please contact: Dr.
Susan Whitficld, The Intemational Dunhuang Project, The British Library, O1OC, 197
Blackfnars Road, London SE1 BNG, UK. Tel: +44 171 TodTTa5007822; fax: +d44
171 76417858, e-mail: susan.whitficld @ bl.uk

The current issue focuses on Japanese collections. A short article intrduces Count
Otani’s Ceniral Asian expeditions. This is followed by a list describing collections of
Dunhuang and Silk Road manuscripts in Japan, including a short history of the
formation of the collections, the number of manuscripts preserved and practical
information aboul access 10 the collections. Shorier iems hst relevant news,
confercnees and publications.

Nomads of the Eurasian Steppes in the Early Iron Age

edited by Jeannine Davis-Kimball, ¥ladimir A. Bashilov and Leonid T.Yablonsky.
Berkeley; Zinat Press, 1995, pp. xxix, 403, 450 b. & w. ills., 19 maps, index, authors’
index, bibliography, hb. USS$48 .50,

This work is an anthology of cssays translated from Russian onginals and provides an
overview of the Early Iron Age archacological rescarch in the former USSR, from
1960 1o 1990, 1t has been divided into five main sections reviewing the Scythians, the
Sauromatians-Sarmatians, the Saka in Central Asia, the Scythian-type cultures of
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southern Sibena (Tuva, Altn and Minusinsk areas), and the carly nomads of Outer
Mongolia.

This archacological nsight captures and descnibes a complex cultural honzon
constituted by different cthnic entitics formerly inhabiting the Eurasian steppelands.
These people have been often described under the so-called archacological
phenomenon of the “Scytho-Sibenan world™, displaying common denominators in
their artistic repertoires such as weapons, hamess tools, animal style decormtive
patterns — the so-called Scythian Triad (Grakov, Melyukova 1953), but also bronze
cauldrons and deer-stones (olennive kamnil When compared, however, in spite of
their uniformity in those cultural markers cited above, these cultures in fact display
differing degrees of affinity and different cohesive tensions.

The Scvtho-Siberian world stretching from the Danube nver to Central Asia
constitutes a cultural continuum within which ethnic groups inhabiting different zones
came into contact and exchanged cultural and artistic eatures during the 2nd and 15t
millennia B.C. These zones thus included the Black Sea steppes and the north
Caucasus, the lower Volga river and southern Urals, central and castern Karakhstan,
and further o the east, the Altai mountain range area, with southern Siberia and
Mongolia merged into one cultural complex,

All these sub-cullural complexes are carefully analysed in the articles presented here
by eminent Russian scholars in the ficld such as Dr. Dvomichenko, Prof, Melyukova,
Dr. Bashilov and others from the Russian Academy of Sciences, with beautifully
drawn text illustrations of burial arrangements and iypologies. Clearly contextualised
indications are given in maps placed at the beginning of each chapter, explaining the
geographical location of the relevant archaeological sites. The libliography, one of
the largest published in English transliteration and translation listing up-to-date tites,
provides an invaluable tool for the archacological research of the Early Iron Age.
Although confined o Russian archacological studies, this anthology is nevertheless an
important reference book for further rescarch in the Dield of Inner Asian archacology.

Laura Vigo,
MPhil/PhD candidare in Art and Archaeology, SOAS, Universiry of London, UK.

Kurgans on the Left Bank of the llek: Excavations at Pokrovka 1990-1992

by Jeannine Davis-Kimball and Leonid T, Yablonsky, with contnbutions by V. A.
Demkin, N. L. Morgunova, Ya.G. Ryskov, T. N, Trunaeva, J. F.Vedder. llls. by Pavel
Magorny. Berkeley: Zinat Press, 1995 pp. 159, 60 ills., select bibliography.
LIS322.50,

This report comes as a resuli of fmuitful American-Russian co-operation, under the
acgis of the Kazakh/Amencan Rescarch Project Inc. and the Russian Academy of
Sciences. In 1990, the Department of Archacology of the Russian Academy of
Sciences carmied oul a preliminary archacological survey of kurgan cemetenies located
in the southern Ural steppes, on the left bank of the llek river in the Sol lletsk and
Abdulak regions, adjacent o the Kazakhstan border. Details of this first excavation
project are explained in one of the sections entitfed 1990 Survey of Pokrovka
cemeteries”. The largest kwrgan, no. 02, later excavated in 1991 by a joint team
(Institute of Archacology, Moscow and the Orenburg Pedagogical [nsttute) led by
T.N. Trunaeva and N.L. Morgunova, is reported in Appendix 1.

It was only in 1992 that the Kazakh/'Amencan Fesearch Project Inc., Nimancially
responsible for the excavations, collaborated with the Moscow [Institute of
Archaeology and the Orenburg Institute, with a leam led by J. Davis-Kimball, L. T.
Yablonsky and M. L. Morgunova. The repont includes the description of more than 21
bunals in six kwrgans within Cemetery Pokrovka no. 08, Furthermore, V. A. Demkin
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and Ya. G. Ryskov conducted Paleo-Sol studies on the archseological remains and
drew conclusions concerning the climate conditions from the late Bronze Age
onwards. They also examined the contents of the funerary pottery, reconstructing the
type of burial food by sampling the upper level of soil found in a pot and comparing it
with the soil from the bottom of the pot (“Analysis of the contents of mornuary
poltery™).

Excavation dala generally comprizse information about the burgans, burials, and
artefacts interred with the deceased, which are sometimes illustrated on the relevant
page, with only summary fields appearing in the report. Particularly interesting is the
analysis of the Sauro-Sarmatian burials, which yielded a rather conspicuous number
of artefacts revealing belief systems pertaining to this anciemt people. So far,
chronologies of the Saurc-Sarmatian cultures have been solely based upon
comparative analyses of artefacts. In this respect, this volume would represent a step
forward in further undersianding the genetic continuity of these cultures through a
more scientific and accurate study of their funerary matenals.

Laura Vigo,
MPhild Phi) candidate in Arr and Archaeology, SOAS, Umiversity of London, UK.

Some recent publications in Russian

The sixth volume of excavation reporis of Kara-tepe was published under the title
Marervigle sovvietskol arkhealogicheskol ekspeditsii (Materials from the Soviet
archaeological expeditions) edited by B. Ya, Stavisky (Moscow: Oriental Literature,
November 1996). The results of the 1978-1989 excavations of the unique historical
monuments of the Kushan epoch of the Buddhist cult cenire Kara-tepe and the town
site of Olld Termez are described in this volume, It is dedicated o the memory of the
previous excavators of these sites, now deceased. The editor summarises the results of
the excavations carried out between 1978-1989 and the conclusions that can be drawn
from this matenal. Thiz is followed by detailed expedition reports by V. N, Mazurin,
5. A Uzyanov, T. K. Mkaychev, Yu. 5. Davidyian and T. . Zeymal. The following
section containg articles which explain the material and epigraphic discoveries from
Kara-tepe: for example “Ancient Indian kapafa in Bactrian inscriptions from Kara-
tepe” by V. A, Livshitz and V. G. Shkoda; “Indian epigraphic material from the
excavations in Kara-tepe from the end of the seventies and the eighties” by V. V.
Vertogradov and “The Bactrian version of the trilingoal inscription on a vessel from
Kara-tepe” by V, A, Livshitz. Two articles are devoted to the numismatic finds. In
one of them, Ye. V. Zeymal not only gives detailed, specific dates of the coins found
between 1961-1977, but also information on further numismatic finds from 1973-
1982, He puts forward a view different from the wraditional concept of the history of
the sanctuaries of Kara-tepe and soggests that they existed until the time of the visit to
Termez of Xoanzang in the seventh century A.D. These conclusions are not very
convincing, but ment the attention of specialists. In the second article on coins,
Helmut Humbach writes about the problems of the Hephithalite coinage of the
Sasanian Emperor Peroz (these finds have been written up by B. L. Vainberg in Kara-
tepe vol. 3 and 5). B. G. Peters an interesting finds from Kara-tepe, a bulle with the
representation of an antique ship, which is discussed in connection with the water
route from Bactria along the Amu Darya and Uzboy through the Caspian to the
Caucasus and to the Black Sea. Other connections between India and Bactria are
considered in the aricle by Mkriychev. The conservator N. A. Kovalyeva describes
the wall paintings and sculpiures found between 19811989, Further articles describe
the organic and non-organic materials and the technology used in the wall paintings,
sculptures and bronze mirrors. A. A. Aburazakov gives a chemical amalysis of the
composition of glass from the 10-13th centuries, when the ruins of Kara-tepe were
used by Muslim hermits. Further articles describe some well-preserved textile
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fragments. The stone details of the architecture of Old Termez and those from Kara-
Tepe are descnbed in an article by the Uzbek archacologist 5. R. Pigaev.

Staraya Nisa: Zdanyie 5 kvadratnym zalom ((Nd Nisa - Building with a square room)
by ¥. M. Pilipko (Moscow: Oriental Literature, 199, pp. 160, 96 tables, § in coloyr)
describes the results of archaeological studies of one of the most important buildings
of Old Misa in Turkmenistan. Special attention was paid to the excavations
underaken in the thirties, between 1946-1949 and 1979-1991. As a result of these
works, the archacological examination of these buildings is practically finished, and it
is now possible to form an opinion about urban planning, and to decide the dating and
function of buildings. Pilipko came to the conclusion that the building with the square
room is an example of Parthian art, but also reflects various other stylistic elements,
for example, characteristics of the earlier Achacmenid period. The book gives a
detailed description of the building with plans, sections and appendices on the
omamental decoration, sculptures, ostraca, inscri ptions, erfc. Pilipko’s book 'FII'L‘I-\"il!l:S-
fundamental and thorough research with well-thought through conclusions, clearly
standing out from the light-weight publications that preceded it.

Between 25-27 September 1996 a memorial conference dedicated to E. A. Grantowvski
(1932-1995), the famous lranist, was held in the Institute of Oriental Studies, Russian
Academy of Sciences in Moscow. The abstracts were published under the title
Direvnost®:  istoricheskoe znante @ spetsifika istochnike (Antiguity: historical
knowledge and sl:n:l:'iﬁq: features of the source; Moscow: 1996, pp. 132). Among the
thity papers delivered, those of interest included N. M. Vinogradova, “The first
settlement of the Bishkek-Vakhsh culture in southern Tadzhikistan™, which presented
the data of the studies carmied out in 1993 and 1995 at the Toshghuzar settiement in
the Dangharghar steppe. The settlement has been dated to the end of the
2ndibeginning of the 15t millennivm B.C. V. Ivanov gave an interesting lecture abouat
the linguistic evidences of the influences of the Scythians on Slavs. V. B
Kovalevskaya talked about Scythians and Sarmato-Alans in Western Eorope. B. A,
Litvinsky presented the paper “System of sources on history and culture of Central
Asia in antiquity”™. E. V. Perevodchikova spoke about *“The animal style of Ural burial
mounds and some problems of the ethno-cultural history of the Scythians”. N. L.
Chlenova, in her paper “The hypothesis of the Central Asian origin of the Scythians:
the date of the deer stomes in Mongolia™, argued for a date in the seventh-sixth
centuries B.C.

Sogdivskaya forrifikatsive V-VIII vekov (Sogdian fortifications of the fifth to eighth
centuries A.D.} by G. L. Semenov (St. Petersburg: State Hermitage, 1996. pp. 2235,
copious ills.) is the result of many vears' practical and theoretical work. The author
had participated in many seasons of excavations at ancient Pendzhikent, in the valley
of the river Zeravshan, and at Paikend, a town in the Bukhara oasis close to the
western parl of the Zeravshan Valley. He also travelled to the Chuiskaya Valley, in
the north of Kyrgyzstan, where in the seventh 1o ninth centuries there were
settlements of Sopdian colonists. Sopdian fortifications were the subject of
Semenov's PhD thesis, so this book will be of great interest o students of Inner Asia.

In 1983, the State Hermitage organised an exhibition of the culture and an of
Kyrgyzstan. The exhibition was accompanied by a conference, the abstracts of which
have been published together with the exhibition guidebook. The conference papers
themselves were published in the book entitled Direvniy § srednyevekovy Kirgizstan
(Ancient and Medieval Kyrgyzstan; Bizshkek: Ilim, 1996, pp. 180), They include:
“Ancient cultures of Kyrgvzstan and the history of the ancient world” (V. M.
Masson); “Main stages of the cultural history of southern Kyrgyzstan in the light of
new data, 1976-1984" (Yu. A. Zadneprovski); “Connections between the Kyrgyz
monuments of the Bronze Age and those of the adjoining temitones of Middle Asia
and Kazakhstan™ (N. G. Galochkina); “Archacological complexes of the early nomads
of the Tianshan” and “The painted ceramics of the early nomads of the Tianshan™ (K.
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I. Tashbaeva); “Ancient Turkic armour from Kyrgyestan” (1. Kozhomberdiey and Yu.
8. Khudyakov); “Sogdians in Semirech’e” (B. |. Marshak and V. 1. Raspopova);
“Sopdian-Ustrushan traditions in wown planning and the culture of Semirech'e” (M.
M. Mogmatov, 5. M. Mamadzhanova and R. 5. Mukimoy) and “Mew data concerming
the spiritual and material culture of the Tianshan region dunng Saka tmes"
(K.Sh.Tabaldiev).

{Translated and abbreviated from the Russian original, We would like to thank
Professor Dr. Boriz Stavisky, Russion Stare University for Huwmanities, Moscow,
Russian Federation, for this infarmarion. |

Yerovanyia i kul'ty domusul’'manskoi Srednei Azii (Religion and Cults in Pre-
Islamic Central Asia)

edited by G. V. Shishkina, T. K. Mkriychev, E. Mabyieva, T. G. Alpakina. Moscow:
State Orniental Muscum, December 1997, pp. 76,

This bookiet contains the abstracts of the papers presented at the “Religion and Cults
in Pre-Islamic Central Asia” confcrence. Abstracts are two o four pages long. The
following selecied titles have been translated from the Russian: “Fire worshippers in
Old Ferghana™ (B. Abdulgaziyeva, Institute of Archacolopy, Samarkand); “Elements
of the religious and mythological system of the ancient Turks on the early medieval
coins of Central Asia™ (L. 5. Baratova, Instutule of Archacology, Samarkand);
“Ancient Choresmia and the r:n'ilisaunn of the Mile Valley” (5. Ya. Berzina, State
Oriental Museum, Moscow): “Funerary rituals of carly medieval Chach” (G. 1
Bogomolov, Institute of Archaeology, Samarkand); “Ceramic censers in the southemn
and eastern Aral region” (5. B. Bolelov, State Oniental Museum, Moscow); “Buddhist
monuments in the Pamirs” (M. Bubnova, Donish Instituie of History, Dushanbe);
“The temples of Chach” (Yu. F. Buryakov, G. | Bogomolov, Insuiute of
Archacology, Samarkand); “Functional zones in the ancient Choresmian cult cenire
Kalaly-gyr 2" (B. 1. Vainberg, instiute of Ethnology and Anthropology, Moscow);
“Traces of pre-Islamic beliefs in the tenth cetury in Southern Choresmia™ (M. Y.
Vishnevskaya, Stale Onental Museum, Moscow); “Some data about the cults of
ancient Ferghana™ (M. G. Gorbunova, State Hermitage, St Petersburg); “Ossuary
rituals in Ustrusha”™ (A. A. Grisina, [nstie of Archacclogy, Samarkand), “A
Bodhisattva from Chaganian™ (D. Hlyiasov, Institute of An, Tashkent); “Sanak the
Sogdian, a Manichacan bishop in the fifth-carly sixth centures A.D.7 (V. A, Livshitz,
Onental Institute, SU Pelersburg): “Hellenistic deities in the Oxus area™ (B. A.
Litvinski, Oricntal Institute, Moscow); “A temple in Kuva: problems of
interpretation” (T, K. Mkrtvchev, State Onental Museum, Moscow): “The Zoroastnan
orthodoxy of the eardy Arsacids” (V. N. Pilipko, Insttute of Archacology, Moscow);
“Some objects from the coliection of the Onental Museum in connection with the
religions of Choresmia”™ (Yu. A. Rapoport, Muscum of Ethnography, Moscow); “The
history of the Jews and Judaism in Central Asia” (E V. Riveladze, Khamza Institute
of Art, Tashkent): “The cult of the bodhizattva in Dal'verzin-Tepe” (D. V. Fusanov,
Institute of Arl, Tashkent and K. Kawasaki, Instwte of Silk Road Swdies,
Kamakura): “The state of cults and religions in pre-Islamic Central Asia, 5-5th
centuries B.C. 1o the 7-8th centuries A.D." (B. Yo Stavisky, Russian University of
Humanities, Moescow); “Hestia on the rhyton from Old Misw: a question of
identification” (Yu. 1. Treiner, State Oriental Museum, Moscow): “Buddhist
Monuments in Northern Baetria” (B. A. Turgunov, Institute of An, Tashkent); “The
evolution of memorial rituals among the ancient Turks of the Tianshan™ (Yu. 5.
Khudyiakov, K. 5. Tabaldyiev, Novosibirsk), “Cross-shaped buildings in Central
Asia™ (V. G. Shkoda, State Hermitage, 51 Petersburg) and “Representations of
Zoroaster in Bamiyan™ (Y u. Yakubov, Donish Institute of History, Dushanbe). The
entire booklet is in Russian,
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MNew Light on Ancient Afghanistan

The Decipherment of Bactrian

by Nicholas Sims-Williams. London: SOAS, University of London, 1997, ppaiv, 25,
4 pl. £3.

This unobirusive booklet presents Professor Sims-Williams® inaugural lecture
delivered on | February 1996, and at the same Gme reveals, in the field of Central
Asian languages and history, this century's most speciacular discovery. This consists
of nearly a hundred documentis on leather, now in the collection of Dr. David Khalili,
inscribed in the Iranian language now kKnown as Bacinan, and wrilten in a cursive
{orm of the Greek seript Despite the fact that the seriptis in principle familiar, its few
previously known examples seemed enigmatic; but with this vast ul.x:cse_-'i.un of lexts,
and the author's uncqualled expertise in related languages, Bactrian will soon pass
from being the least known Middle Iranian Language o one of those best known.

Comprising a series of letters, and another of legal documents and contracts, the
archive begins ca. A.D. 471, in the reign of the Sasanian king Peroz (A.D. 4539-484),
il identification of the dating em as A.D. 233 is precise. It continues through the
hegemony of the Hephithalite Huns in Afghanistan, scemingly relates to the affairs of
a princely household, and runs down (since there are also matenals of the same ongin
in Arabic) 1o the Amab conguest and the penod of the Abbasids. Besides their valee
for the interpretation of an unknown language, these documents open an unexpecied
window on Late Antigue Afghanistan. It shows a meticulously administered land,
with elaborate legal documentation on a Hellenistic pattern, and the use of “patent”
and “close” copies of the texts, quite in the spint of the Avroman Parchments (¢f. E-H.
Minns, “Parchments of the Parthian penod from Avroman in Kurdistan”, Jowrnal of
Hellenic Studies, 35 (1915) pp. 22-65, esp. pp. 22-24). Personal names of commoners
are usually Iranian, Middle Persian or Bactnan. Examples such as Porlango-zino (“*He
of the Panther Skin™, p. 10}, a namesake of the Rustam of the epics, and recalling the
famous Georgian saga; or Zhun-lado (*Zun-dad, of. p. 17-19 and n. 38), a theophoric
deriving from the mysterious pagan god of Zamindawar, raise (ascinating side-1ssues.
Later, Turkish epithets such as gaghan, iltabir, tarkhan, and Quilugh tapaghligh bilga
sitviig khalasan wislogd “Fortunate, well-served, wise, beloved Princess of the
Khalat™ appear in the repertoire. Whether these reflect Western Turkish penetration
south of the Oxus, or, as the appearance of the name of the Khala) might suggest, a
much earlier Turkish clement among the Hephthalites, could still be debatable,

The closing words may even, conceivably, mean “Princess of Khurasan”, since - »-
for -p- appears in foAofo ywioyawd for Arab. zuriba (B al)-Juzian on
an “Amb-Ephthalite” coin, in ). Walker, BMC Muhammadan Coins: I Arab-
Fassanian coins, reprinted London 1966, p. 127, no. 246, This legend needs to be
taken with that in Mumismaric Chronicle 1952, p. 109, confirming the sense. Coins of
the Hephthalite prince Tigin in Arachosia entitle him tgyn hwl’s'a MLK', thus
“Khurasan™ evidently formed part of the title of the Hephthalite kings. Even
Grumbates, pame of the Chionite leader in Ammuanus Marcellinus, makes its
appearance here (p. 13). This is all an astomshing revelation presented in viruoso
fashion.

A. D. H. Bivar,
Emeritus Professor of franian Studies,
Department of Art and Archaeology, SOAS, Universiry of London, UK.
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Mandalu

The Architecture of Enlightenment

by Denise Patry Leidy and Robert A, F. Thurman. London: Thames and Hudson, in
association with Asia Society Gallenies and Tibet House, 1997, pp. 175, 132 1lls. inc.
B5 ills. in colour, £14.95,

Published 1n conjunction with the exhibition of the same name held in the Asia
Society Gallenes, New York (24 September 19497 - 4 January 1998) and intended for
a general readership, this book consists of a catalogue section sandwiched between
iwo essays. Forty-eight pieces are calalogued with individual photographs and
captions by the authors, cach being a well-chosen example of the wide range of forms
and subjects aszociated with the concept of the mandala in Buddhist art. The superb
selection includes sivpas, two- and three-dimensional mandalas, ‘paradise’ paintings
and sculpiures onginating in different parts of Asia - India, Nepal, Tibet, Japan and
Java - and now kepl in a number of public and private collections in Amenica. The
division of the matenal into vanous sections is helpiul and suimulating. Denise Patry
Leidv's an-histonical essay, entitled “Place and Process: Mandala Imagery in the
Buddhist Ant of Asia”, identifics and ouilines a range of mandales and mandale-
associated imagery. Thurman discusses the mole of process and mandalas in both
Mahayana and Tantriec Buddhism, before moving on (o describe in some detail the
visualisation of a mandala as set out in the Guhvasamaja-tantra. The book concludes
with a section on the Kalacakra mandala, a further short cssay on mandala symbodism
in Tibetan Buddhism by Matihicu Ricard, excerpts from works by the authors Barry
Bryvant, Peter Gold and C. G, Jung, a glossary and a bricl bibliography,

When Silk was Gold

Central Asian and Chinese Textiles

by Jumes C.Y. Wall and Anne E. Wardwell, with an essay by Mormis Rossabi, New
York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art in cooperation with The Cleveland Museum
of Art, 1997, pp. x. 238, 189 ills, incl. 113 col. ills, 4 maps, 3 glossanies,
bibliography, index, £40.

The amount of textiles discovered in recent years in controlled excavations in China,
Central and Inner Asia, and the equally substantial number which has surfaced in the
antiquarian market has prompled new research in whal 15 as vet a relatively new held
of study, that of early Asian textiles, which is now further advanced by this new
pubhmm:n the catalogue of the exhibition “When Silk was Gold™. This scholarly
work is not simply a catalogue for, as well as providing detailed enries for the 64
textiles: presented in the exhibition, the book has in fact also been conceived as a
reference work condensing the authors® research on the historical, an-histoneal,
terminological and echnical questions raised by these textiles, Though a fraction of
what was once produced in Asia, these textiles represent ioday the largest group of
this material in Weslen institulions.

The volume opens with an essay by Moms Roessabi on the silk trade in China and
Central Asia, providing a clear historical background from the Tang (618-907 A.D.)
dynasty to the Mongol period (13th 1 mid-14th centuries) against which 1o sel the
discussion of the textiles presented in the live main sections of the book. which are
structured in a chronological and typological sequence. The first chapter thus deals
with textiles dating from the Eth to the 11th centuries and ranging from Sogdian ones
to those manufaciured under the Liao dynasty (907-1125 A.Dv). The second chapler
analyses kesi tapestries made in Central Asia and in China under the Song (960-127%
A.Dn), Liao, Tangut Xia (1032-1227 A.D.) and Yuan (1279-1368 A.D.) dynasties,
leaving open the stll unresolved problem of the ongin of kesi tapestry and its carly
history but providing a wealth of information on this ll:,l.;hm:.}uc through the analysis of
the texiiles presenied in the exhibition. Brocades in gold produced under the Jin
(1125-1234 A.D.) and Mongol periods, a group characterised by repeated patterns of

45




CIAA Newsletter [ssue #7 New Publications

amimal motifs evenly distribuied over a monochromatic background, are the subject of
the third chapier. The fourth chapter, “Luxury-silk weaving under the Mongols™, deals
with textiles manufactured in Asia bul which were traded as far as Europe, acting also
as vehicles for the transmission of motifs Mrom East 1o West [Uis quite surprising that,
in such a thorough study, the authors have omitted to quote, in the extensive
bibliography, the catalogue of the major international exhibiton La Sefa e la sua Via
(Silk and its Route, ed. by M.T. Lucidi), held in Rome in 1994, whose main purpose
was exactly that of illustrating the artistic exc hanfc throughout the centuries between
China, Asia and Europe exemplified by the motifs decorating silks. Finally, the filth
chapter is entirely devoted to embroideries, a category of textiles ﬂpﬁnmng the entire
chronological and geographical range of the exhibition and hence providing it with a
perfect conclusion. Glossaries of weaving terms, embroidery stitches and Chinese and
Japanese names and terms conclude the volume: the sections dealing with the
technical terms are particularly useful, since cne of the viriues of the volume is o deal
exlensively with technical problems, both in the introductory 1ex(s to each section of
the catalogue and in the entries, where cach textle is described in terms of cultural
attributions, dating and iconography and provided with a technical analysis,

Dyr. Filippo Salviati, Independeni Researcher, Rome, lialy.

The British Museum
Forthcoming Tours to ASIA

MONGOLIA: Land of Genghis Ehan (3-21 August 1988) with Dr. Judith
Kolbas as Guest Lecturer. The tour starts near Beijing in China with a visit to
the Great Wall, and continues to Shangdu (Xanadu). Places to be visited
include Ulan Bator, Bayan Owoo (the assumed birthplace of Genghis Khan),
Karakorum and Kara Bulgas (the Eastern Uygur capital). The tour will provide
an opportunity to witness local festivals.

Travels on the Silk Road (6-27 August 1998) with Lilla Russell-Smith as
Guest Lecturer. Travelling from Taxila to Dunhuang, the tour follows -the
apread of Buddhist art from ancient Gandhara to China Places to be visited
include Lahore, Gilgit, Kashgar, Kucha (Kizil Caves), Korla, Turfan (Jiache and
Gaochang, Bezeklik Caves) and Uraomagi.

Ut.h.er h:-ura m-:‘!ude

Il 1-25 Seplemb-er 199!3]

ANCIENT MACEDONIA (26 September-4 October 1998
EYRIA: Zenobia and Saladin (17-31 October 1998)
Journey into PERSIA (20 October-3 November 1998)

The British Museum Traveller: 46 Bloomsbury Street, London WC1B 300
Tel: (0171) 323 8951234  Fax: (0171) 580 8677 ATOL 3090
Tha British Museum Travelier is a division of the Brssh Museumn Company Limibed, & company
and chagity cwned by the Bintish Museun




CIAA Newsletter Issue #7 Readers’ Comments

READERS’ COMMENTS

Following our report on the new Patan Museum in Nepal (v. CIAA NL 6, November
1997, p. 19) Hilary Smith, one of ewr regular subscribers, has sear us this update.

As [ was recently in Mepal, [ took advantage of the information in the last edition of
the Newsleter 1o visil the new Patan Museum and can report that it is very exciting
from several points of view: it is in a beautiful and authentic seting in a par of the
Roval Palace behind the magmficent forana photographed by millions in the Durbar
Square, the so-called Golden Gate. Great care has been taken in this Austrian-inspined
project o maintain the intimate spaces of the palace and at the same time to install
well lit displays which are noteworthy above all for the quality of the caplions and
explanatory panels, making this muscum a pnme didactic ol which deserves 1o be
seen by tourists and scholars alike. The academic content is largely the work of Dr.
Mary Slusser (whose seminal Nepel Mandala is aboul 1o appear in a Nepali reprint
which will be available in the Museum shop, run by James Giambrone, Direclor of the
Indige Gallery in Kathmandu: james@indigo.wlink.com.np) and the excellent
technical gallery has been set up in collaboration with James Giambrone, A cnticism
which has been levelled at the Museum is that the main caplions are all in English
without full Mepali versions, though it has becn suggested that porable MNepali
translations should be made available in cach section. The Muscum's pricing policy
also addresses the considerable sel-up costs by having three rales for local people,
residents of SAARC countries, and forcign visitors who are currenily charged
Mep.Rs 120, The Muscum is also unique in having at its heart a garden oasis,
affording excellent views of the temples associated with the Royal Palace and
containing a good, clean and pleasant restaurant run by Patan’s Summit Hotel.

The Muscum is open Wednesday-Monday 10.30am. to dpm.; closed Tuesday.
Photography and video are allowed at no extra charge and the toilets are first class.
The entrance ticket includes a succinet plan and deseniption in English. The Cale is
open until 530pm and we did manage o rewm W the Cale on subscquent davs
without buying lurther entrance tckets (ask at ticket desk). The Patan Museum's web-
sile 15 http/iwww asianart com/patan-musewm/index. himl

Hilary Smith MPhil, Guide/Lecturer, London, UK.

SAM FOGG

Rare Books and Manuscripts

35 St. George Street, London W1R 9FA
Tel: +44 171 495 2338  Fax: +44 171 409 3326

Catalogues available:

Manuscripts from the Himalavas and the Indian Subcontinent £25.00
East Asian Books £30.05
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CIAA LECTURES SUMMER 1998

Aprl 1 Dr. David W. MacDowall {Chairman, Society for South Asian

Room G51 Studies, British Academy, UK.}
“The Achievements of Eucratides the Great: The Numismatic
Evidence™

April 21 Dr. Amy Heller (C.N.R.5., France)

Lecture Theatre  “Preliminary Remarks on Dulan rDzong - Eighth Century Tombs
from Tibet™
Followed by a reception

Apnl 23 Dr. Amy Heller (C.N.R.5., France)*®

Foom 116 “International Trade Routes of Tibet Kth-12th Centuries™
{seminar)

May 20 Mei Jianjun (The Needham Institute, Cambridge)

Room G51 “Early Copper and Bronze Finds in Xinjiang, China: A
Technological Sudy”

June 17 Professor Michael Gervers (University of Toronto, Canada)

Room G51 “The lconography of the Seated “Goddess’ Figure on the Great

Felt Hanging from Pazyryk™
(5th Century B.C., Siberia, Russian Federation)

FLEASE NOTE CHANGED DATE AND SPEAKER

July 1 Michael Wood (Film Maker and Writer)®

Lecture Theatre  “In the Footsteps of Alexander the Great: The Journey in the
East”

July 15 Amiteshwar Jha (Indian Institute of Research in Numismatic

Room G51 Studies, Masik, India)
“The Western Kshatrapas of India: Recent Researches in their
Coinage”

September 17 Professor Zhao Feng (Vice Director, China National Silk

Venue (o be Muszeum, Hangzhou, P.R.C.)

confirmed “Western Motifs on Chinese Textiles (6ih o 10th Centuries)”

Lectures are presented in the main SOAS building at 6 pm

*Dr. Amy Heller's seminar (April 23) and Michael Wood's
lecture (July 1) are this year's special CIAA events and are free
af charge for all students, CIAA subscribers and SOAS siaff.
All others please register with CIAA (entrance fee £5).
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Dear Readers,

In the Hews Buolletin of this issue, we have brought
together several articles on some important archives and
collections that you may find useful.

We are pleagsed +to announce that our web-gite is now
cperational on http://www.scas.ac.uk/ArtArch/CIAAS. Please
send us all relevant information regarding lectures for our
“Announcements” section. This will be reqularly updated,
and will alsc contain notices that would become outdated
between issues of the Hewsletter.

We would like to draw your attention to the Mongolia
Society International Essay Competition. Undergraduate and
MA students compete for a US5100 award. Hon=-student
professionals, academics and doctoral students in Mongolian
Studies or a relevant discipline compete for a US$100 award
and consideration for publication in Mongolian Studies:
Journal of The Mongeolia Society. Papers are to be written
in English on any topic relevant to Mongolian Studies.
Winning authors will be acknowledged at the next Hongolia
Society Annual HMembership Meeting. The deadline is 30 June
1998. For more information contact the Mongolia Society,
322 Goodbody Hall, Bloomington, IN 47405, U.S.A. Fax: +1
#12 855 7500; e-mail: monsocfindiana.edu

This is our largest issue so far and we would like to thank
gur contributors from all over the world who have made this
possible. As the material has come in, it has grown into a
joint Spring-Summer issue. Therefore there will only be one
more issue this year. We would like to take this
opportunity to give special thanks to Alma Leaper, who is
studying for an MA in our department, for all her help with
this Hewsletter.

Editorial Committese:
Hero A. Friesen
Madhuvanti Ghose
Lilla Russell-Smith

If you would like to advertise in
the next issue of the CIAA
Newsletter, please contact us
for the advertising rates:

« full, half or quarter page

* publicity enclosures
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Hoyu Bookstore Co.Ltd.

B Yoshcks kagoracka, 600 Salpou-ias, Kyoto, Japan
TEL 075761 1285 FAX 0TS 761 8150

{STUDIES ON THE INNER ASIAN LANGUAGES)

STUDIES ON THE I[NNER ASIAN LANGUAGES publish articles
which deal with linguistic and historical aspects of the central Eurasian lngusges and

documents as from ancient to modern times.

We are glad to inform you that the annual subscription of STUDIES ON THE INNER
ASIAN LANGUAGES is now available. The price is $25/vol. (postage not included).
We can also offer you the wols.7-12 of STUDIES ON THE INNER ASIAN

LANGUAGES .

We look forward to recefving your further inguiries / orders for  STUDIES ON THE
INNER  ASIAN  LANGUAGES. (httpe//www let.osaka-u ac jp/lab/sekaisi/toyosi/SIAL -

HPE.hteal )

Bank Account no. 1687803 The Dai-ich Kangyo Bank,LTD Hyakumanben Branch

Internaticnal postal money order accepled.
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