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‘THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF CENTRAL ASIA AND THE ‘KUSHAN 
QUESTION' IN THE LIGHT OF RESEARCH CARRIED OUT BETWEEN 

1966 AND 1993 
by Prof. Dr. Bors Stavisky, Russian Sate Universiy for Hunanitis, Moscor 

Russian Federation, 
The socalled ‘Kushan question’ has attacted the atention of _hisorians, 
archacologists, an hisorians, linguists and numismatiss, partcularly after 1968, 
following mor recent archacological excavations in Cental Asia. The more detaled 
Knowledge obtained in the last three decades on Central Asian history has influenced 
scholarly opinion regarding the importance of the Kushan period for the subscquent 
development of Central Asian art and culture. Post Kushan monuments such as the 
Kuyovkurgan ‘casl’ unmistakably show a continuaton of the stlistic tadiion of 
the Kushan period. Similarly. carly medieval Sogdian ar,the Buddhist buildings of 
Merv and Tokbaristan and of the Chu Valley, covering a period up (0 the 9t century 
clearly efecta contnuation of Kushan nflucnce. 

  

  

A key ssue among scholrs of Central Asa i the question of the sphere ofinfluence 
of the Kushans and that o the northern borders of their State. Experts vary n their 
opiions. Kushan influence and presence i northern Bactia has only come 10 the 
fore in more recent years and it has not been uniformiy accepted. The divrsit of 
views can be explained by 4 lack of suffiient factual data. There is now some 
consensus on the question of northern Bactria being part of the Kushan empire long 
With southern Baciri (on the lft bank of the Oxus) from  political 5 well a5 from 
cultural or hisorical sandpoint. As for the question regarding the relations between 
the Kushans and Khorezm, Sogdiana, Ferghana and Chach, a this junctre it i highly 
unlikely that any simpl assertion can be made o the efect that Uiy ah0 formed part 
of Kushan teriory. The politica history of th areas 0 the north and cas of Bactria 
Tokharistan must il b upproached with considersble caion, s thes areas - ulike 
Bacria - have notyet been the subject of thorough study. | shll therefore focus here 
specifcally on Bactia Tokharista, especially on the norihern patof hs arca o the 
gt ban ofthe Oxus. 

  

  

Archacological feldwork in this arca has evesled no less than 21 setlements of the 
Achacmenid era and 209 dating (0 the Kushan period. The ten-fold incrcae in the 
‘overall mumber of setlementsis complemenied by an ncrease in the area of iigated 
Tand_On the bass o incomplete daa obtaned in he mid 19705, we know of 25 rban 
centre dating o the Kushan period located inthe valleys of the Balkbab, 
Surkhandarya and Vakhshsk. Among these Were some very large (owns. occupying 
several hundred hectars, such as Balkh, Termez-Tarmita and Shakbrinau.In the light 
ofthese it is undersandable why the ancient writers refered to Bactria-Tokharistan as 

the “land o a thousand cites” 
As el of the study of stratgraphic columns made in recent decades, it i possible 
o single out archacological complexcs which characirise the culure of the Kushan 
perod s a whole, as well as individual phases of that period, within the northern pat 
of Bactria-Tokharisan. Sites studied in deail are Khalchayan, Dalverzin-tepe and 
Zar-tepe. Findsat Khalchayan include bronze imitations of Gracco-Bacrian coins of 
Heliocles and also coins of Soter Megas (Vima Takt) that were issued af the 
beginning of the Kushan peiod. The rlatvely carly date for the Khalchayan complex 
isalso bomne out by he fact hat srtigraphicallyspeaking it comes immediately after 
the Gracco-Bactran one. Dating the second_complex, Dalverzi-tepe, which 
represents a continuation of the Khalchayan tradiion. (o the heyday of the Kushan 
state would not appear o ais any doubis. From a straiigraphic as wel s typological 
Standpoint, the complex of Zar-tepe follows on immediately from the Dalverzin-tepe 
Complex: it is generally accepted to coincide roughly with the nd of the Kushan 
period. or o be more precise. the Kushano-Sasanian period. Zar epehas been dated 
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from the nd of the 3rd-4th century 10 the Sth century,the upper limit depending on 
the dating of the circulaton of Kushano-Sasanian- (and Sasanian-Kushan) cois 
Materils unearthed in the Buddbist remains on the hill at Kara-tepe in OId Termez 
make it possible to aser tht the Kushano-Sasanian coins were succeeded by local 
bronze coins bearing an anchor-shaped amga probably t the vry end of the 4th or a. 
the beginning ofthe th century. and this 1 indeed supportcd by data obained at Zar- 
epe. 
“The an fnds from Bactra-Tokharisan of the Kushan period were discovered in the 
cours of archacalogicl nvestigations in the 1930s and in the irst decades following 
the Second World War. These consisid firs and foremost of the famous Ariam 
relcts. Research undertaken in the years 1968-1993 Ied not oy (0 the discovery of 
Humerous new works of an and more detailed publications on those discovered 
carlie, bu aso to mr thorough study of the art of Kushan Bactra in general. This 
art reficts two powerful trnds in th art of the Kushan stat: the So-caled dynastic 
ar, which emerged i Bactriaat the beginning of the Kiihan perod, and the Graeco- 
Roman Buddhist art which ook rootin Gandhara. These trends re pesent n additon 
10 local tradiion tpical of BactriaTokharisan. In the art of thi region during the 
Kushan perod we fnd clements and motifsfrom the culures of the classical (Grace- 
Roman), sieppe (Seyhian-Sarmatian), Near-Eastern, Irnian and Indian worlds. Yet 
the at of Bactria-Tokharisan during the Kushan period succceded in absorbing and 
reworking all these currents, emerging as an organic blend of several tadiions. It 
differed considerably from the art in other regions of the vast Kushan empire and 
from the artofthe “Buddhist world of tat time. Our knowledge of the languages and 
scripts used in Bactria-Tokharistan during the Kushan period and of the diffusion of 
Titeracy, which formerly relied on numismatic studies, has been greatly enhanced in 
the last Few decades by archacologica fndings o cpigraphic material 

  

  

  Altogether, research carried out by scholrs from the former Soviet Union in the 
period 19681993 s enriched s with valuabie new materils for our study of the 
*Kushan quesion’   

This aiile is @ sunmars of the first o Professor Siavisky's lectures presented o the 
seminar held ar SOAS in March. Our grateful hanks to Catherine Judelson for her 
ransiation, 

OSTRACA FROM PARTHIAN NISA 
by Dr. Andrei Bader, Insttue of World History, Russan Academs o Sciences, 

“Moscow, Russian Federation, 
Since 1976, the Corpus Inscriptionum Iraicarum (CID), edited in London by an 
intemational commitice, has been proceeding with the publcation of the Parthian 
inscribed poisherds from Old and New Nisa in the nort piedrmont of the Kopet Dagh 
mountain range. The W Sites, roughly 4 kms spart, ar located approximately 18 
s south-west of the modern town of Ashghaba, capital of Turkmenisian. 

  

  

The first such inseriptions were_discovered in 1948 at New Nisa by the local 
inbabitants.” From autumn 1948 the Soviet South Turkmenistan complex. 
archacalogical mision (YUTAKE in Russian abbreviation) itccted by the lte Pro. 
Mikkhail Masson. carried out excavations a both New and Old Nisa. These produced 
more than 2,700 inseibed potsheds (osiaca), Most of the ostraca were found in the 
So-called Northern Complek (ancient wine-sores) of Old Nisa i 1948-1955, but later 
some more were found in diffrent parts of the Sie as well. Th ltest fnds of three 
ostraca are from the Round Hall complex of Od Nisa and were discovered in 1993 
1995 by the Russo-Turkmeno-ltalian Misson directed by Prof. A. Inverizzi, These 
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have not been included i the CII edion. Al of the ostaca, excep the lest finds, 
are preserved n the State Hermitage Museum in St. Petersbrg. 
“The inscriptions were writen i black ink on fragments of large jas of the pythos 
type. The writings were first identifed as Aramaic, but later | M. Diakonoff, M. M. 
Dlkonoff and V. A. Livshits proved tht they were in Parhian with  number of 
Aramaic ideograms. The discovery of the Nisa collection is of great importance for 
the Tinguistic sty of the carly Parthian period. All the Nisa ostraca are dated 
according o the Arsacid era (1 AArs. = 2487 B.C.). The carlest document o the 
‘main colletion, no. 2673 (no. 257 in 0ld Rusian publications) daes from 97 A.Ars 
(151 - 150 B.CJy; the latest document no. 606 (old 478) bears the date 235 A Ars (13 ©12.B.C). The majorty of the documents dat from the e 20d 0 the first haf of the 
st century B.C. 

        

Mostoftheinseiptions were primary rgistation documents atesing o deiverics of 
wine from diferent parts of the Kopet-Dagh piedmont and served as labels 
‘accompanying the jars of wine or vinegarinthe Nisa win-stores. More than 90 % of 
the inscriptions are stndard cconomic texts of & few typical forms, besides the 
outine txts registeing the wine coming from the Vineyards and operat 
the Nisa wine-sores. We fnd unusual inscritions representing requests for wine, 
notes about the storage and distibuton of different products, totls, calligraphy 
exerciss, and even noies about the coronations of thrce Parhian Kings. 

  

      

In addition, the Nisa_cconomic documents contan information about the Arsacid 
encalogy. the administative division of the land around Old and New Nisa, the Parthian chancellery structure, regisration formulae types and Parthian burcaucratic 
practces, supply categorics, relations between the  roval  adminisiation” and 
cultivators, military and social organisation of the society, religion and templs. 
toponym, anthroponymy, the Parthian clendr, and wine production. Together with 
the very rare Panthian inscripions on ostaca from Shahr-1 Qumis, Tureng-depe, 
Dura-Europos, Kosha-dep, Erk-kala and Gyaur-kala of Old Mery, Kocne-kla. I5dy- 
Kala, Geobekly-depe. Ak-depe. Yaryk-depe and a few other sites, the Nisa collecion 
i precious source fo the cultural history and language of the Pathian perid. 

  

      

  

Earfiest publicatons of the Nisa inscriptions were in Russian between 1951-1953 by 
L M. Diakonoff, M. M. Diakonoff and V. A. Livshis. These consisted of the first 
{entative transiterations. transcrptions and translations. Afte the sudden death of M. 
M. Diakonoff in 1954, 1. M. Diakonoff and V. A. Livshits procceded with the new 
ostraca in'a more systemalic way between 1956-1966. In total, 254 of the most 
interesting inscriptons were published in Russian before the CIi cdition; the larter 
work willinclude 2751 extsfrom OId Nisa and 6 text from New Ni 

  

  

  

“The publicaion of the Nisa materia in London i the Il started in 1976 with the firs 
portolio of plats (photos of document nos. 1-345) and continued later with two more. 
portfolios (sol. I, document nos. 346:857, London 1977; vol. I, nos. 860-1449, 
London1979)"and' one text fascicle (nos. 1-994). All the portfolios and the text 
fasccle published in the 19705 were prepared for publication by Prof. D. N. 
MacKendie. 

  

In spring 1997 Dr. A. N. Bader from Moscow was invited to London by the Briish 
‘Academy o continue work on the Nisa materils for the CII The second ext fascicle 
i now completly ready and will b published by the end of 1997. It will be devoted 
o the text nos. 995-1508. Two addiional portfolios are almost ready and probubly 
Wil 80t pressinthe nea future: ol. IV comaining th photos of he documen no.   

1450:2240), and vol. V' with the photos of the remaining document nos. 2241-2723 
from Old Nisa together with the Insriptions I-VI from New Nisa. These documents 
‘ontain some of the most ntersting material concerming royal transactions, financial 
maters and o on. 
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REPORT ON FIELDWORK IN NEPAL AND TIBET 
by Amy Heller, Associate Member of the CN.RS. (URA. 1229), Paris, France 

Dusiag this expediton (September-October 1996) I followed up research begun in 
autumn 1995 (7. CIAA Newsietter no. 2. April 1996). Once again my mission began 
in Kathmandu, where I met th painter Ngodrub Ronge in order (0 review Tibetan art 
isorcal classfications In Patan 1 continued the rescarch on Licchavi sione 
scalptures which might provide some iconographic o sylisic lnk with carly parts of 
the Lhasa Jo khang and gTsug lag khang temple. | also visied Sankh o examine the 
Stone ganas and makiras that can be elted t the gana bases and capial o the e 
Wooden pilas in the Jo Khang. 

    

1 Lhas L was awaitd by Heather Stoddard, s we hoped o travelas we had done i 1695't inspect th progres of restortion work a he i Sites coordimated trough e efonts f the Shalu Association Shali, Yemar, Gonkar, Grthang, Rihang and Grongkar, as well 15 Namse ling which has been added 0 the UNESCOICOMOS 
World Hertage st thi year. The Pars rescarch unt of CAURS. had funded e to tudy th iconography and history of Grathang with Heather Suddrd: n addtion, i research on Grahang wil b incorporated ino a calaboraive rescarch project it Sonam Wangd, n arehacologist fomery with he Burca of Cutural Rehice 10 
e published in both China and Europe. The contract  cureily being negotiated in Beljing wih the Bureau of Cultural Relc, bt Ul arangements are inaiscd, it s our imenion o publih af leas a ntial suvey of Grathang. The Tibet Development Fund, who had range HeatherStoddard s i, and wh have been s iththe Bureau of Culturl Relcs on behlf of Shala Association, rmanged 3 journy that 
includedalthe Shaly Assocation nsection sies 35 wll 4 the Lo Brag region near h Southen border. The Tibet Academs, which was my host nstution n ot does o resarch in o polca esircion, and s was unabi t obtin 3 travel permit and aranged o et Hesther Stoddard i 1 days e st Grathang 

    

    

  

  

     
1 then pursued the sty of the carly linels and pillrsin the Jo khang and, working. 
ogethér with the historian Pasang Wangd o the Tibet Academy, studied several Sth 
09th century tclae i Lhasa 

  

1 was decided that Pasang Wangdu,as Prfessor of Hisory at Tibet Academy. could 
accompany me to Grathan in order o support my research and that we would visit 
9th century sel i th vicaiy prior o my joining Heather Stoddard at Grathang. The 
Tibet Academy proposed that i the nterim, 1 would have just suffcient tme (0 
retum 1 the Buddhis cave near Kampadzong where | had investigated ancient clay 
Satues of an almast ife-size Vairocana mandala in 1995 but had not been able 1o 
make an adequate photographic record. En foute 0 the cave, | topped a1 Shal to 
nspect the paintngs in 3 chapel now scheduied for Structural resoraion and to 
forewar the monks that the budget for the proposed construction had to be ready 
before Heather Stoddard's imminent amival. This stategy worked well and the 
projec is now underway. At Kampadzons my photography of the cave was successfl 
{an'aniclean this e will ppear i the ar istorclsto o the Procesdings o cdited by D. 
R minre Sl and L Allmger do To Pbbcanen £ 1999w lss sl i 
‘Saskya monastery o the return journey t0 Lhasa, i the lbrary of which  was able 0 
‘examine a polm-leal manuscript o the prajfa-paramita cycl of about one hundred 
leaves, contuining many lluminations. and with front and back covers intct. | was 
allowed (o take one photograph which has allowed for 3 sylsic and iconographic 
‘comparison with & manuscriptdated 1118 A.D. i it colophon, now in the Victora 
‘and Albert Museurn, London. 
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Accompanied by Pasang Wangdu. I then visited Grathang monasery, where the 
restoration work on the oof s wel advanced:; the inflration of wate o the mural 
paintings has been sopped. We also visited th scl at Gtsang grong, only o fnd that 
the sculpted relief had been desroyed. The sole. surviving. segment has been 
incorporated into 3 tupa 
On my return to Lhasa, | met Professor Tsuguhito Takeuchi and his esearch asisant, 
Wwho Were reviewing the insciptions of the 8t and Oth cenury scle. | accompanicd 
them on ther visit 0 the sicae and fombs of th Tibetan sovereigns, and while they 
visited Samye, | retumed once more (0 Grathang and walked 13 ks (0 the valey of 
fombs to the south of that sie, naccessible by jeep. The tumuli there resembled the 
Foyal tombs but 1o stele remained. The following day Professor Takeuchi and | 
examined two sielae, sculpures and the royal ombs in Phyong-gys. 

  

The Shalu Assocation i @ non-governmental, non-profit-making association which 
has been working for the preservation of Tibetan monumenis since 1994, For further 
information, please. contact Association Shalu, 127 e de Sévres, 75006  Paris, 
France. All contribuions welcom. 

BURIAL SITES IN NORTHWEST CHINA| 
by Susanne Juhl, Assistan: Lectuer, Deparoment of East Asian Stuis, 

Universiy of Aarhus, Denmark 
A large mumber of bural sits have been discovered inthe las ffty yearstothe south 
cast of Dunhuang, at the cdge of the Gobi Desert. They are dispersed in an arca 
Extending from the vilage o Foyemiao in the cast o Xindiantai i the west, with the 
"orthern par roughly following the ralroad tracks from Anxi 10 Dunfuang. The srea 
measures some 20 kms long by S ks wide, The carliest archacological cvidence 
comes from the 3rd century A-D. o the Wei-Jin period and the most recent from 
around the 7th century A.D. doring the Eary Tang perod. 
According to Chinese archacological reports, tombs at the burial sites at Dushuang 
share common features with the bural practices from this period discovered. n 
‘Central China, but a the same time they als have features which may be described as 
regional variaiions, Ther i a large group of tombs which could be termed “enclosed 
clan burals, in which individuals belonging 10 the same clan were buried i ombs 
arranged sidé by side. The tombs were enclosed by an dimost square embankment or 
wall of heaped gravel The enirance 10 the enclosure, made in one of the walls, was 
often approached by a long path. Some of the enclosures are of considerable size;the 
largest st Dunhuang measurcs 91 m from eastto west and 111 m from nort to south. 
The lager tombs are generaly entered by a long sloping passageway. the lrgest of which are about 20 m in length. AL the end of the passageway there is a tunnel- 
entrance, which in many cases i scaled with a tomb door. A few examples of ombs 
have a tunnel that is higher than the arched entrance 1o the first chamber and the 
passage entrance. A brck sereen wall, often five or six metrs i height, was 
{eveloped between the tumel and th first chamber during this period. The screen 
wal s frequently decorated with polychrome painings as well as with carved and 
moulded bricks. AL the Dunhuang cemeleries there are single-chamber tombs and o 
few examples of double-chambercd tombs. Wit the exception of three examples built 
of brick, il the tombs contan chambers made of arth 

  

  
  

  

  

A the tombs ave been looed and most of the gravegoods removed. The gt ofany remasing good has b dsturhed: the aneacs i sctesd Shout, Fragmensof woode cofns und el mateal bve e found rewn 3 ey fihion in some of the ombs. No s of the comung o te decesed  
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were found, though a smal quantity of ik fabrics were discovered, including silk 
Wit tie-dyed patierns. Even though most tombs had been robbed, they have il 
vielded some mortuary objects. For the most par these consisted of potery, but some 
Tombs alko yielded fragments of lacquer ware, bronze. mirrrs, Straw. mats, iron 
arefaces. a few woven articls and copper coins. The largest coin finds were the 
iscovery of 1,151 copper coin i ane tomb and 1430 in anothr. 

  

  

A number of smalljars, found in some of the tombs, are of considerable importance. 
These carthenware Jas, measuring 6 7 cm in height and 5 - 6 cm in diameter, were 
filled with gain and arc covered with nscriptionsin lack or vermilion. Ofen dating 
10 the dih - ih centuries A.D., these inscriptions generally begin with  date that 
Serves 1o fix the fime of the bunal. In Chincse these texts are ofien termed 
documents to ward offevi rom the tomby” (zhenmuwen). The Dunhuang cemeteies 

are the only place in China where such funerary texis belonging 10 a period afer the 
Han dynasiy have been found. 

  

  

  

Examples of artcfacts from the tombs at Dunhuang are placed on view in the 
Dunhuang County Muscum and in the Gansu Provincial Muscum in Lanzhou. A 
roup of cleven tombs, dating from the period between the Han and Tang dynasies 

‘i from the Tang dynasty Hsel, were excavated in 194445 and repored by Xia Nai 
in Kaogu tongran, 1955, no. 1. The second report, publshed in- Kaogu fongrun, 
1974, n0. 3, included excavations of two tombs i 1960 and of five tombs in 1970. A 
roup of iiree tombs was excavated in 1980, the findings published in a deuiied 
Teport in Wewu, 1983 o 10. In 1976 one brick tomb was cleared norhwest of 
Dunhuang and in 1952 a group of 46 tombs Were excavated at the Xindianticemetery: 
all these dated from the 4th to the 61h centures. The two last-mentioned excavations 
are not published in Chinese archacological journals, appearing rather in D 
Turfan yanjija lun wenji. 1987, (*Coliectd papers on Dunhuang and 
published by Beijing Universty Rescar 

  

  ng 
rfan”), vol. 4, 

Cenire on Chincse Medieval Hisory. 
  

  

Another area of great interest s that containin the lrge burial grounds concentrated 
between Jiayuguan and Jiuguan some 300 kms southeast of Durhuang. With the 
excepion of two tombs,all the tombs at Hayuguan had unusual features including 
wallpainings and painied bricks showing scenes of the daiy lfe of the tombs 
inhabiants. This kind of artstic adorment has not been found in the Dunhuang 
tombs. There can be no doubtthat the ombs W consiructed for an upper tratum of 
 Han Chinae population of for 3 peopie who had completely adopted Han Chinese 
buria customs. 

  

  

    

    

                  

    

  

HAN-SHAN TANG BOOKS 

    
HAN-SHAN TANG BOOKS 

Unit 3 Ashburton Cenire 276 Cortis Rt 
London SWIS 3xY, United Kingdom 

  

W
      



    
  

CIAA Newsletter Issue #5 _News Bulletin 

NEWS BULLETIN 

New Study Centre at the Britsh Museum, London 
‘The Biish Museum plans tdevelop a Study Cenre in a newly acquired builing on 
New Ovford Street, near the main Museum, with increased accessbility for students, 
scholars and the general public. The Ethnography Depariment will feature among the 
reserve collctions o be transferred 10 this new centre. AS  resull, cess 10 the 
collctions for photography. sudy purposes or oan {0 other museums' exhibitons s 
Suspended from the ead of 1996 until the opening of the Study Centre in 1999. An 
Asian Gallry for the cthnographic material s planned for the millennium, with 
permancnt display from the Muscunrs rich collctions from Asiz, Central Asia and 
the Middle East. A World Texile Centre will also be created which wil bring 
{oether most of the Museun' extensive textle holdings 

  

  

(We are gratcul 10 Sarah Posey, Curator for Eastern Europe and Ceniral Asia at the 
Depuariment of Ethmography of the Briish Maseun.for this nformarion.) 

‘Viadimir G. Lukonin Memorial Seminar at the Britsh Moseun, London 
Funded by a gift from Raymond and Beverly Sackle, thi year the Deprtment of 
Western Asiatic Antiguities of the muscum plans to hosta one day seminar eniled 
“Mesopotamia and Iran n the Parthian and Sasanian Periods” on Monday 14 
July 1997. Lectures will be presenied by Prof. Richard Frye (Harvard Universiy) on 
“Review of Parthian and Sasanian History”, Dr. Georging Hermmann. (University 
College, London) on “The Rock Reliefs of Sasanian Iran”, Prof. Guity Azarpay 
(Universty of California, Berkeley) on “Sasanan Art beyond the Persian World", Dr, 
Vesta Surkhosh Curts (Britsh Museum) on “Parhian Culture and Costume” and Dr. 
SC John Simpson (Brtish Museum) on “Sasanian At and Crafts” 

  

  

  

  

For further information contact: Department of Westem Asi 
British Muscum, London WCIB 3DG. Tel: +44 171323 8315, 
  Antiquites, The 

Orientalia Bohemica - Crech lands and the Orient in the Middle Ages 
“This group ams t0aid the collection, assessment and nterprtaton of archacological, 
historical, philological, arhistoical and other evidence. periaining 1o contacts 
beween medieval Bohemia, Moravia and Siesia and the Orienal civilisations 
between ¢ 500 and 1500 A.D. Please contact: Petr Charvat, Group Moderator, the 
Oriental Insitte, Pod vodarenskou vezi 4, CZ: 182 08 Praha 8, Cacch Republic. Tel: 
+42 2 605 3708. Fax: +42 2 689 7260, Dr. Viadimir Liscak, the head of the 
Department of East Asia of the Orienal Insitue, (address s above), may also be 
contacted by e-mail:liscak @orient cas.cz 

  

  

News from the Moscow Oriental Museum, Russian Federation 
The Central Asian Archacology section of the Stte Museum of Oriental At 
Moscow. organised an exhiition entitled “Buddhist Monuments of Old Termez" 
It opened on November 25th, 1996. Materials were displayed from the excavations of 
the Karwtepe team of SMOA, which is a part of the Joint archacologica expediion 
o Karatepe in Old Termez, under th Ieadership of Prof. Dr. Boris Savisky. They 
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scluded clay and stcco sclpure, murl fragments, vesscls, inclding fragments Wil Baciian, Kharouhis ad Brah mcrpions rom ths nopotat Buddig e O he Kusha period. art of 3 e e il was hown 10 te bl for the i {ime e restoraion. 
Within the framework of th project “Heritage of the Ancient Orient”, the Ceniral 
Asian Archacology section of he State Museum of Orienta Art, Moscow, plans 10 
organise an exhibtion called "Myth and Rituals of ancient Khorerm", based on 
materials from the cult cente of Kalaly-gyr 2. I is expectd to take place'at the end 
of October 1997 in the Museum. During the exhibtion, a conference on the theme 
“Religions and Cults of Pre-Islamic Central Asia” is lanned for which papersare welcomed. 

    

(Our thanks 10 Dr. Tigran Miyches, Chief of Central Asian Archacology secion, 
State Museun of Orienial Art, who can be contacted for futher information ar 
Nikisky biv.. 13-0, 121019, Moscow, Russian Federaton. Fax. +95 200 4546.) 

News from Afghanistan 
‘Threat to Bamiyan Buddhas 
Alarming news made the headlines recently regarding the potenially catasrophic 
of the colossal Buddha mages at Bamiyan. It has been feported that f the Taliban 
forees do succeed in advancing into central Afghanisan, they may then tun ther 
attenton t th images and bow them up (v report fled by AFP corresponden Stefan 
Smith, Apri 17, Ghorband Valley Afghanistan, “Taliban threaten o blow up massive 
‘Afghan Buddha”). The frontine commander, Abdul Wahid, was quoted by journaliss 
a5 saying tht the fy-fve metre Buddha would be dynanited as it was considered 
‘unllamic”, because it represenied a human image and belonged o an “ifidel” 

religion. According to the report, Wahid maintained that the site was of 1o historical 
or scientific value. The sie is presenly contolied by the Shiaite Hezb-e-Wahdat 
faction who Rave a stronghald in Bamiyan province. The existing condition of the 
great Buddha image is lso worying s an unexploded rocketpropeled grenade 15 
Sid to be embedded in it chest. The monasic cels are curently serving 2 buTacks 
orthe Mujahideen and the surrounding egion i heavily mined 

    

    

  

  

A subsequent Reuters report (. The Guardian, April 26, 1997)stated that the Taliban 
movement, through a spokesman for the Warld Muslim Congress, denied that the 
Taliban forces were planning o destroy the Buddha. figures. This report 
notwithstanding, the future of Bamiyan remais very precarious. 

  

Kabul Museum 
Artfacts from the Kabul Museum have been moved to the Kabul Hotel in the centre 
of the ity for safekeeping, helped by UNESCO and SPACH. It s estimated tht over 
0% of the abjects it once contained have disappeared through lootin the majoity 
of remaining pieces are in fragments. The twenty boxes o important objects that were 
moved from the museu before the Mujahideen goverament came (o power in April 
1992 along with the golden hoard from Tillya Tepe are apparently guarded in the 
vaults o the National Bank. Nothing remains of the muscum's famed coin collection 
except for the DAFA excavated mateial from Tepe Maranjan, which is belicved o be Secure in the vauls of he Presdentil Pace. 
For detals, see the Society for the Preservtion of Afghanistan's Cultural Hertage 
(SPACH) "Newslttr, Issue 2. (December 1996).Editor: Brigite- Neubacher 
UNOCHA, POB 1809, Islamabad, Pakisan. Tel:+92 51 261463%; x-492 51 26146 
-mail: spach@unocha sdapk. undp.org: /.ol com pkesting clents 
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New Central Asian Gallery at the National Museum, New Delhi, India 
Work has just started on a new gallery for the Central Asian antquites at the 
National Museum in New Delhi, Tndia. The work on the new exhibition space, 
consising of one additonallarge room that will complement the two xisting rooms 
Govoted 0 Central Asia, is expected 1o be- completed in October 1997, A 
epresentative sclecton of paintings in the National Museum’s collection of works 
from Miran, Bezeklik, Balawaste, Karakhoto, Dunhuang e, brought back by Sir 
Aurel Scin, will be on display in the new room. Conservation work on the wall 
painings formerly housed in the adjacent Atchacological Survey of India building 
Began'in mid-March 1997, with the fntention of cxhibiing thes in the new gallery “The muscum s alo planning the renovation of the two existing glleries displaying 
Ceniral Asian antiquiie, 

  

  

  

(We would like 10 thank the National Museun, New Delki, for the above 
information) 

News from the Indian Museu, Caleutta, I 

  

The Indian Museum, Caleuta recently held two exhibiions that may interet our 
eaders 
“The exhiition “Asoka and his times” (1-5 February 1997) displayed a variety of 
artefact in different media of the Mauryan period. Most nteresting were th relic 
caskets in crystal and soapstone, the lter bearing an inserption in Brahmi scriptthat 
describes the caskets” contents a bodilyrelic of the Buddha:a god plaque depictng 
the mother goddess: the Mahasthangarh stone plaque recording the measures aken o 
reliev the natual disaser at Pundranagara; the copper dowel that was used © join a 
Mauryan capial and pilar: a wooden beam from Chandragupta’s palace. at 
Patalputr; and colossal yaksha figures 

  

    
  

“The exhibiton “Anclent Rome and India” (512 March 1997) highlighted the extent 
of contact between India and Rome in ancient imes, corrlating archacological and 
Historcal evidence. Ekibits from Gandhara (sculptures) and from Arkamedu in 
Southern India (erracotia bowis, fragments of a conical vase and the handle of an 
amphora) and coins, show that Roman influence and arefacs penetrated India by 
both and and sea routes. 

  

(We are gratcful 10 Dr. Shvamalkani Chakravari, Dirccior (in-charge), Indian 
Musean, Calcut, and 0 Hilary Smith for this information). 

ASIAN RARE BOOKS 
old & rare books bought and sold 

  

175 W. 93 St. (Suite 16D), New York, N.Y. 10025-9344, USA 
fax: 1-212-316-3408 

http:/ /www.columbia.edu/cu/ces/cuwl/clients/arb/  
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EXHIBITIONS 

  

  “Striking Tents: Central Asian 
‘The Museum of Mankind, London 

  mad flts from Kyrgyzstan” 

‘The Museum of Mankind, the Ethoography Department of the British Museum 
(Burington Garde this small but ighly specialised exhibition from 20 
March 31 Decen gins with 3 ook at the ancient fet-making. e carles evidence for Wwhich comes from steppe burils 
Such a5 those at Pazyryck and Noin Ul Felson display include a lage embroider 
orse flt to 80 over a saddle, an ¢arly 20th century appliquéd and embroidered felt 
bag of possibly Iranian orgin, & Baluch floor felt from Pakistan and Uzbek 
embroidered floar felts. Diffeent types of Kyrgyz flts are exhibited, such as the 
Syrmak (couched floor el) and shyrdak (mosai fes), along with samples of Kyrgyz 
embroidery (bags and bridal head-dresses)ofthe lte 19t or carly 20th century 

        
  

    

“The motifs used on these felts are shared with other Cenral Asian Turkic nomadic 
peoples and appear in embroidery and other decorative artforms as well. They have 
Specil significance i the culture, even the colours convey meaning (for insance, the 
‘Combination of red and White is held to promote ferity). The fls on dispay. with 
their b decoraton and jewel ike colours, Show greal Contnuity with the past and 
Sive an idea of the unchnging nsture of nomadic ffe up uni the relaively recent 
past The exhibiton is. rewarding for all those interested in the ich and diverse 
Reriage of Central Asia owing 0 ihe fact that the pieces are presented, as far as 
possibl, i their ethno-cultural conext 
“The exhibition, sponsored by Briish Petoleum a5 part of the “BP Ethnography 
Showease” programme of suppor for the work of the Department of Ethnography. is 
open from 10 dm-5pm rom Mondays to Saturdays, and from 230-6pm on Sundays. 
From Apri o September 1997, 3 futher selection of Kyryz fits wil be on display 

¢ Brtish Museum in Bloomsbury 

  

   

  

bekistan: Heirs o the Silk Road™ 
‘Museun voor Volkenkunde, Rotterdam, Holland 
“This exkibition of Uzbek history and cthnography. previously displayed in Stutgart 
and Berlin, will be showing in Rotterdam from Junuary-July 1997. An Englsh 
ransltion of the German catalogue wil Soon be availabie (v, CIAA Newsiter, 
Ediion', . 17 for further detil) 

  

“Along the Silk Route: Weavings as  Mirror of Sasanian Art” 
Abegg:Siiftung, Riggisberg, Berne, Switzerland   

The temporary exhibition “Entlang der_Seidensirasse: Gewebe als_Spiegel 
sasanidischer KunstSur Ia route de la soi: Tissus précieus - reles d 'art sassanide 
opens on 4 May 1997 a Abege-Stifung, CH.3132 Riggisbers, Beme, Switzerlnd. 
“The museum, which also ontains  permanent exhibition of ol testles and works of 
ar, s open daily from 2.5.30 pm. The temporary exhibiton alo includes data on the 
o near Gratang and Phjong rgvas i Conrl it colcied by Amy Tolr 
Whose article on ancient abrics found in Tibct will appea in the muscum’s annui 
report, Riggisbers Berichie (Band ©). Frilmielalierlche Kunt swischen Persien 
und China'in der Abegg-Sifung, scheduled for publicaton in lae 1997, Other 
‘contibutons are made by Sheila $. Blar, Prudence O. Harper, Jens Kroger, Pieter 
Meyers, Bruno Overlacr Karel Otaysky. Regula Schorta and 3. John Simpon 
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“On the Borders of Empires. Nomads and City-dvwellers™ 
Museun of Ethnography, Budapest, Hungary 
‘The Museum of Ethnography. Budapest, Hungary, is holding an extibition cniled 
“On the borders of Empircs. Nomads and City Dwellers, Opening on 27 June 1997, 
the show will continue unil the end of the year I includes a Central Asian Secton. 
exhibiing mainly 19th century objects colceted by Hungaran travelers in Mongoli, 
Kazakhstan and Turkestan. The exhibition aims 10" investigac the relationship 
between nomadic and sedentary people and the ole of trade. 
(We are grateful to Gabor Wilkelm. Museun of Ethnography. Budapest, for this 
informaiion) 

“Collecting Oriental Arts in Hungary' Ferenc Hopp Museum of Eastern Asatic Arts, Budapest, Hungary 
An exhibition named “Collecting Oriental Arts in Hungary as mirrored in the 
collctions of the Ferenc Hopp Museum of Exster Asiatic Are" will open at the cnd 
of June in the Rith Vill - & beautiul art nowseau building. Themed instllaions 
using original photographs recrate the calector environments. Most important of 
these will be the section econstructng a part of the Hopp's il Ferenc Hopp (1833 
1919), the founder of the museum. travelled around the world five. tmes and 
established the core collection of some 4500 objects. The collction now compriscs 
b 20000 pices. The exibiion wil nclude diplys o s, inatrsand 

s rom India, Nepa, Tibe, Mongola, China and Japan. Letrs and photographs 
o S AurelSiein il s b o8 dispy 

  

     

   
  

(We are grateul 1o Dr Maria Ferenccy and Gyoray Fajcsdk, Ferenc Hopp Museun 
of Eastern Asiatic Ars Budapest for this information) 

“Mounted Nomads of Asian Steppe: Chinese Northern Bronzes” 
‘Tokyo National Museum, Japan 
“This extibiton of Ordos bronzes has just moved from the Equine Museum of Japan, 
‘Yokohama, o the Tokyo National Museum where it will beon show from 13 May-23 
June 1997. The 232 exhibits are taken from Japanese colletions, the Museum of Fa 
Eastern Antiquitis in Stockholm, the Muscun fur Osasiatische Kunst in Berlin, the 
Royal Ontarto Museum-in Toronto, and from American- collections; some.are 
excavated pieces from Inner Mongolia 
(We are grateul 1o Tukahama Shu, Tokyo National Museun for this information) 

“Ikat: Splendid Silks o Central Asia” 
Museu of Fine Arts, Boston, Massachusetts, USA 
“This show consists of more than 90 are Central Asan ikar wall hangings, mounted 
pancls and robes from the Guido Goldman collcton. The exhibiton 15 open in 
Boston from 17 May-24 August 1997: therefte it will iravel to the M. H. de Young 
Memorial Muscum in San Francisco (November 1997), the Arthur M. Sackler 
Galery, Smithsonian Institution, Washingion and o the Jewish Museum, New York.
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“Tales from the Land of Dragons: 1000 Years of Chinese Painting” 
Museum of Fine Art, Boston, Massachusett 

  

The Museun's outsanding collction of Chinese paintings is being shown for the 
firsttime n the Grand Gallry unil 20 July 1997, with he great handscroll such as 
Yan Liben's “Thirtcen Emperors” (Tang Dynasty). Emperor Huizong’s "Ladies 

Ironing Newly-woven SIk” (Late Northern Song) and Chen Rong’s “Nine Dragons™ 
(Southérn Song) unrolld tothir impressve flllength. 

  

  

Buddhism and Daoism are presenied as the two major forces n the development of 
Chinese ar. There s  trone represcatation of Buddhist paintings, incuding scrols 
from the famous set of “Five Hundred Lohans” by the Southen Song artists Zhou 
Qichang and Lin Tingaui, orginaly in the Daitokuj, Kyoto, nd, from the heart of 
Central Asia, thtee heads. fragments originally obtained by Albert von e Coq from 
the cave-temples at Kizl nea Kucha 
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CONFERENCES 

LK. Buddbist Studies Association Conference 
Schoolof Oriental and African Studies, London 

OXG. As wel as a discussion of issues relevant to the naure and 

‘Asian Buddbism”. 

  Dr. Peter Harvey. School of Social and Inter 

UKBSA'is open at htp:/www.sunderland.ac uk/-osOdwelbsa bl 

  

‘orgeries of Dunhuang Manuseripts i the Early Twentieth Century’ 
British Library, London 

  “This workshop wil be held at the Br 

intemational insttution   

the methods used and the exten of the forgries. 

Project, OIOC, The British Library 
fax: +44 171 412 7858 e-mail:susan whitield@bluk 

  

Joint CIAA-IDP Seminar 

Fujieds, Lancaster and Rong,   

of ths Newslete: 

This wil ake place between 10 am. and 5 pm. on 30 June 1997 at the School of 
Oriental and Affcan Studies, Thornhaugh Stret, Russell Square, London, WCIH 

  

Associaton, there wil be lectures by Professor Richard Salomon (Universiy of 
‘Washington) on “The Brtsh Library Kharoshthi manuscripts and their implications 
for the hypothesis of a Gandhari Buddhist canon” and by.Professor Tim Barret 
(SOAS) on“Did -ching g0 o India?: Problems i using I-ching as a source for South 

For futherdetils ofthe conference or of the Association's activties,plase contact 
nal Studies. Forsier Building. 

University of Sunderland, Chester Road. Sunderand, Tyne and Wear, SR1 38D, U. 
e-mail: peterharvey @ sunderland.ac.uk or harris@fancastera.uk: & websie for the 

  

sh Libray from 30 June-2 July 1997 It is 
organiscd by the Sccretariat of the Intemational Dunhuang Project at the British 
Library with the asisance of Lewis Lancaser, Professor o the Department of East 
Asian Languages (University of Califoni, Berkeley) and Chairman of the Electronic 
Buddhist Text Initaive. In additon to the member insitutons of the Intcrmational 
Dunhuang Prject, the workshop has the support of Professor Fujeda. Akira, the 
pioncer of rescarch on Dunhuang forgeres. Participation is by invitaion only. This 
Wil be the irstimemmationl discussion devoted o the isue of Dunhuang manuscript 
forgeres and will bring (ogether scientss, conservators, cursors and Dunhusng 
scholars o provide a truly mlti-discipinary approach o ihis question. Paricipants 
Wil e the opportunity o Took at some of the manuscripts irsthand. Owing o the 
fact tha the Dunhuang manuscripts are dispersed among the colletions of several 

the colaborative component of this workshop will be vil 

“The aim of the workshop will be (0 esablish a sound codicology of the Dunhuang 
manuscripts, to pool the exising information on forgeries and {0 atempt o identify 

For further information, please contac: Dr. Susan Whitield, Inermational Dushuang 
97 Blackfriars Road, London, SEI 8NG, UK. 

“The results of the above workshop will be discussed at a seminar, hosted joinly by (CIAA and the International Dunhuang Project, with the participaion of Professors 
at wil be held o0 3 July 1997 from 530 0 7 pm. in 

the Leciure Theatre at SOAS. Please refr o the ls of CIAA lectures on the page 29
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“The Lhasa Valley: History, Conservation and Modernisation in Tibetan 
Archiecture” 
CNRS, Meudon, France 
“This ineniscipinary workshop will be held st the Centre Natonal des Recherches 
Scientfque, Metdon. on 279 Novermber 1997, The objecivs ofthe workhop re {he cretion o an Ext-West forum fo senfic eearch and xchange o Tretan Srchiectue: the crestion of gy To he restoraton, prtection and devclopment OF ndonal achitecue on the Tioean paiay: the crcaton of an arhive (usual ocumentaion and the development of (D ROM esowrce dedicated to Tibean 
archiecture. Possble topics Tor papers andlor round table discusion include the {cchmical sspects of Tibean archiegare and Conervarion problms: the appiaton of SAVE Historic Cities of Europe Projec i an Asian conext, mth, htory and archieeur i the Lhse Valley Confirhed paricpant 0 die include Minja Yang 
{UNESCO), Romi Khos, Professor Kund Larsen and Guo Zha, the Direcor of Management of Protecion:of the Chinese Se Bureat of Culual Propey. This s, of ours, a very el ifiativ g th urgent ned fo Co-ordimted approsch 1o Consrvaion and festoration ho only f Flgious but a0 of cculr buings n 
e, partcuar e tow howkes of Lhass, the Barkhor and surounding srces 

  

   
  

  

  

  

For funther information, please contact Dr. Heather Stoddard, nsttut mational des 
langues et civilisations orienales, CNRS, URA 1229 (Langues et Cultures de I Aire 
Tibetaine), 127 rue de Sévres, Pais 75006, France. Tellfax: +33 1 45 67 95 03 or 
‘Shalu Association, B.P.150, 75235 Pars Cedex 06, France; e-mail: shalu@easynet fr   

Fourth International Conference on Manichacism 
Berlin, Germany 
“This conference will ake place in Berln from 14-18 July 1997 and is organised, 
under the auspices of the Intemational Associaion of Manichacan Studics, by the 
Berlin Brandenburgische Akademie der Wissenschafien. As at past conferences, the 
subjectof the meeting will be Manichacism in all s sprtual, historical and social 
aspecis and in al it areas, with paricular emphasis on recenty discovered or sill 
nedited primary sources. 

  

   

“The draf it of speakers ncludes A. Bader (Moscow), W, Belz (Halle), G. Casadio 
(Fisiano), L. Clark (Bloomington), C. Colpe (Berln). . de Blois (London), J. Ebert 
(Wirzburg), M. Franzmana (Armidale, I. Gardner (Perh), B. Gharlb (Teheran), 7. 
Goldcsi (Bloomington), M. Hotter Graz), V. A. Livshits (5. Peersburg), . van Gort 
(Uirechs), A. Panaino (M), G. Quispel (Uirecho), K. Rohrbom (Gotingen). K. 
Rudolph (Marburg), H. M. Schenke (Berlim) 1L.G. Schipper (Utrechy, W. 
Skalmowski (Leuven), E. Smagina (Moscow) G. Strohmaier (Bein), G. Stroumsa 
(erusalem), A. van Tongerloo (Leuven), J. Tubach (Haller), A. Yakup (Peking). 

  

  

  Participants at the conference will have the opportuity 1o see the Maichacan 
colletions keptin. Berln, namely theCentral Asian texts of the Berlin- 
Brandenburgische ~Akademie der Wissenschafien, the Coplic texts of the 
Papyrusamiung of the Staatliche Muscen, and objects in the Museum fur Indische 
Kunst 

  

For furher information, please contact the convenor, Wemer Sundermann, Berlin- 
Brandenburgische Akademic der Wissenschaften, Akademienvorhaben, Tufan- 
forschung, Unier den Linden 8, D-10109 Berlin. Tel: +49.30 20 70 472:fax: +49 30 
20370 467; e-mail sundermnozedat f-berlin.de 
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3ICANAS 
Budapest, Hungary 
In additon t0 the Dunhuang and Turfan panel (or furthr details v. CIAA Newsleter 
Ediion 4, . 11) other panes of the ICANAS conference (7-12 Juy 1097) that may 

be relevant o CIAA readers incude Iranian, Mongolian, Manchu-Tunguz, Turkic and 
Tibetan studics. Detals will b fnalsed in My 

  

For application forms and_ further information, please contact Viktor Richter, 
ICANAS Secretariat, SCOPE L, H-1111 Budapést, Kende u. 13-17, Hungary 
Tel: 436 1 181 0511: fax: +36 1 186 9378; e-mail: Aicherd sataki.hu; 
Web page: p/www.s2aki hulconferencescans. 

  

Sth Seminar of the International Association for Tibetan Studies 
Indiana University, Bloomington, USA 
This conference will be held from 25-31 July 1998 on the campus of Indiana 
Universty in Bloomington. Paricipans ae generally required 0 prescnt a paper that 
i Subject 10'a time fimit f 20 minutes. Papers may be presented in English, French. 
German and Tibetan. Participants attending for the firt time or whose firs IATS 
‘conference was the Tt seminar hld at Schloss Seggan, Ausia, are asked to submit a 
one-and-achalf page absiract of their paper by November 1997. The seminar will aso 
include_round-able. pancls and workshops, organiscd by paricipants. Contac 
IATS/Eliot Sperling, Research Insitute for Tnner Asian Studis, Goodbody H 
Indiana University. Bloomington, IN 47405, USA. 

  

  

    

    

Conference on the Silk Roads at University of 
The Central AsalSilk Road Working Group and the Department of Near Eastern 
Studies at the Universiy of Calfornia at Berkeley are planning a conference on the 
Silk Roads in Cenral Asia o be held at Berkeley on December 6.7, 1997. The 
organisers are hoping to bring together scholars from the US, Europe and Asia to 
exchange research on the cultural seting of the Silk Roads. The conference looks (0 

includ (but i not limied 1) panels on: history and rligions at and archacology: and 
numismatcs and glyptics. A fentatie st of speakers include: Dr. Paul Bernad, Dr. 
Frantz Grenet, Dr. Henri-Paul Francfort, Dr. Corinne Debaine Francfor, Dr. Osmund 
Bopearachchi, Prof. K. Tanabe, Prof. Boris Marshak, and Prof. R Whitield. Other 
actvitie include a planned December 1.5, 1997 workshop, involving UC Berkeley 
Scholars and Scholars from the Cente National des Recherches Scienifiques, Pars, Caited “Workshop on Strategies for archacological excavation and research in 
Central Asia and for the development of curricuia connected with Central Asian 
Studies”. The project coordinatos are Dr. Frantz Grenet, CNRS, Paris, and Prof 

David Stronach, Department of Near Eastern Sudies at UC Berkeley. 

enin, Berkeley, USA 
       

  

  

  

    

  

  

For further information,please contact: 
‘Sanjyot Mehendale or Bruce Willims, Central AsiaSilk Road Working Group, clo 
Department of Near Eastern Stdies, 250 Barows Hall, University of Calfomis 

Berkeley, CA 04720, USA. Tel: +1 510 642.3757: fax: +1 510 643-8430; ¢ mil: 
Sanjyoum@ uclinkd.berkeley.edu or bwilliam @library.berkelely.cdu 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Mesopotamia 31 (1996) 
“This journal regularly contans articles on new research in south-west Central Asia 
The latest volume includes two. aricles on the results of Centro' Ricerche 
Archeologiche ¢ Scavi i Torino excavations at Old Nisa, directed by Professor A 
Invemizzi since 1990. These sugaest imporant new’ evidence for the date, 
construction sequence and posibl function for the enigmatic Round Hall. A further 
aricle by V. Sarianid discusses an unusual burial discovered in 1994 during his 
excavarions at th important Bronze Age site of Gonur-depe. This grave contained 
the articulated skeletons of two camels accompanied by sheep/goat remains, potery, a polished stone “miiature columa”. bone and facnce Inlays, three ows o bifacially 
retouched arrowheads (presumably hafted when buried) and a hollow bronze sft. 
head mounted on 3 long sofiione rod (now exhibited in'the Mary. Museum, 
Turkmenistan). A small hoard of silver pins also appears {0 have been asociated with 
his interment. The bural is compared fo graves exeavated st Dashiy-1, Jarkutan snd 
Togolok 24, 

      

  

Dr. St. John Simpson, 
‘Department of Western Asatic Aniiguitis, The Brtsh Museu, London 

Recent Publications from Russia 
  

‘The Russian Archacology Society, Moscow 
The Rusian Archcologia Socey i beimin thepublcaon of the e sriesof 
Antiquities. 1 is hoped that scholarly material Wil be published cmbracing all topics 
of archacology. including from the archives of the history of srchacology, and ierary 
works artisicaily econsiructing the way of if in prehisoric society, based on the 
materals of archacologica excavaton of individual sits. The seres consists of four 
issues annually. I s vailable at 313 for one isue, and $60 for » years subserption. 
I you wish t0 subscribe, please send your cheques 0 SABR RU MM 100, Savings 
Bank of the Russian  Federation, Moscow Bank com. acc. 081000031 
Khamovichekoe Branch NoT812/0495 acc 380017000119 for Matyushin Gerald 

alaevih. For furthr deais, please wit o the President ofthe RAS. academician 
G. Matyushin at Lengory, MGU. bild L,5.11, Moscow, 117234, Russian Federaton. 

  

  

Ethnocultural history of the Eastern Coast of Aral Sea, Ist millennium B.C. - st 
millennium A.D. 
by L M, Levina. Moscow Eastern Literature, 1996. 396 pp. 173 lie drawings, 32 b 
& W+ i6 colour photographs, 2 tables. 
“The famous Soviet sholar of ancient Middle Asia, . P. Tolstov (1907-1976), who 
‘was known forhis work on Khorezm, the region a the lower couse ofthe Amudarya 
on the south Aral sea coast, was also respansibl for saring investgations on the 
cast Anal Sea coast in 1946, This is an extensive valle. of the ancient, now dry 
{ribuaris of the other great river of Middle Asi, the Syrdarya. Tolsov siressed the 
important ol of this region, situsted in the middle between th areas of the nomadic 
catle breeders and that of setled farmers,in the ethnogenesis of various tribes and 
peoplesof Euroasia, including the Tokhars, Alans, Avars, Oguzs and Pechenesgs. The 
palcogeography and history of the region were further claborated by his pupis, and 
50 by 2 geomorphologist A. 5. Kes' In 1993, two younger students of Tolstov, B. . 
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Vainberg and L. M. Levina, published a work entiled The Culture of Chirik-Rabar, 
which siartd the seies The Lower Course of Syrdarya in Antiguiy. Betvween 1993 
95, four more isues of the series were published, at 4 crculation of 200-250 copies. 
These fsses, prepared under the supervision of L. M. Levina, deat with th Jety- 
Adar cultue, 

  

  

The present book by L. M. Levina summarises the materias of the four issues of The 
Lower Course of Syrdarsa in Antiquity seris, aithough this material is S0 extensive 
tht o lot of discoveries and observations mentioned by the author Stl remain 
unpublished. Besides a brief ntroducton (p-3-8) and deailed conclusion (p.369-376). 
the text also includes chapters on *Seacments and housing” (p9.28), “Funeral 

als” (p6-121), with sections o crypts and barmow burials, and 
Material culure® (.187-250), which includes Sections on ceramics, armament and 

horse equipmen, doss, oilet S and mimors and zoomorphic and anthropomorphic 
images and othercult objects. The book incldes in Englich summary. 

  

   

  

    

  

“The book of Levina, ich in materias, conains valuable hypothesi, conclusions and 
ideas about th history and ethnogenesis o the tribes and peoples tha lived on the   

ground of Jety-Asar or came thee in the Ist millennium B.C. - AD. and on the Widest nter-tribe and inter-people contacts between th carier o the culture f Jey 
‘Asar. It  significant work abou th east coatarea o the Aral Sea and willsurly 
ecome an importantsource of information fo all investigatons on Inner nd Central 
Asia, 

Prof. Dr. Boris Suvisky 
Russian State Universiy for Humanities, Moscovw, Russian Federdtion, 

(Transiaion courtesy Dr. Antonina Dunin: Barkovsiaya) 

    
NOW AVAILABLE 

Archaeological Studies Carried Out by the Joint Russian-Mongolian- 
American Expedition in Mongolia in 1995 (A. P. Derevianko. . . Olsen, 
& D. Teeveendor, general cditors. 1996, Paper. Insiute of Archacology and 
Einography. Siberian Branch, Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibisk. ISBN 
STROS0001-1, 133 pps. + 192 ilusrations). In Russian- and Englsh with 3 
Mongolian summary. 

      
    

   
“This report summarizes the results of the Expediton’s first field season in the Gobi 
Desert” Chapirs cover excavation of siatifed Paleolithic remains in Tsagan Agu 
Cave, invetigations of open. | other exposed prehistoic ocaliies i the Gobi Altai, and the petzoglyphs of Khara | 
ol in Bayan Hongor simag 

    

   
   Available for USS20,00 (first class or airmal postage paid). Please send your check 

or money order n US dollars ony, please)    

  

John W. Olsen % 
Department of Anthropology i 520.621.2088 
Universtyof Arizona, Tucson E'mail: jolsen@ceitarizona.cdu 
Arizona 857210030 US A 
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New Publications on Tibet 

Tibetan Histories 
A Bibliography of Tibetan-language Historical Works by Dan Martn. London: 1997. 296 pp. £27.00 
“This bibliography, which includes over seven hundred iems, atimps to provide for 
the first ime a Comprehensive st amanged chronologically. of Tibctan-language 
works belonging to the typical isorical genres tha evolved from the 11th centry to 
the present. Enties give dats, details of composition or publication as well as 
authorship andtle. Reference s also made 1 secondary terature. 

  

‘The Kingdoms of Gu.ge Puhrang 
According to mNga".ris rgyal.rabs by Gu.ge mkhan.chen Ngag.dbang grags.pa by Roberto Vitli. Dharamsal: 199 655pp. 
“This book is published by the Tholing sstuglag Khang 1o.gcig stong “Khora'i iesdranmdzad sg0't gosgri thogsching of Bod ongs Mg % rig 

e than s e o e S o Wee o 0 s e i millniry of the monasiry of ThoJine. It coniins the Tibetan 1t of the 
NG revalrabs, i dbcan serp, based_ on- he hand-copied Khyus i manscript made avalble fo Vital, oloied by VAl two-part commentay. The g’ rgvalrabs, complted i 1997 AD. accorting o Vitai's calculaion, Contise of thre sectons tht i detaisofth scneslogy 4nd itory of he Kings o indi, of the Yarlune dynasy and of the kings of Guge Puhrane. The work nas witcn by Ngag dbang rags pa. who, probably bor i Gu e, subsequently went o 
{he.cental ibetan. provinees of dBus-gtsang and became a diret dseple. of Thong Khapa, whose refommist tcachings he then brought back fo b mtive bonderandy, Th. text of the mNga'is revalyabs 15 snfortunatly incomplete Containing thee acunae hatTCLth oulins of both Yar ung and Gu g Puhrang ymasts: s lacks s onginal i anda colophon. 
The publcaion of this text s in it of mmens imporanc for the study of Wern Tihet qute apar from Vi enehy and very deatcd examinationof e L6 ontriion o the istory of G ¢ Py hang, bgiming witha consideruon of Tt s efore the sccond dfsionof g T b, OFparculr miers toar Hioian ar e passage elaling o h Duing ad renvaton of fepic, which Vil ks p g a varous poims i s commentary. Sever aidehda dscs opics hotcovred by the a1 vl The 1 howghTly i o Sions devred 1 paicular g, namely: pesonl names, place mames. {empls, cavs, caslc. holy and Iy S5 e, cUlecve mames: Fadion i racies e, 

  

  

A History of Tibetan Painting 
‘The Great Tibetan Painters and their Traditions 

by David Jackson. Wien: Verlag der Ostercichischen Akademic der Wissenschafin, 
1996432 pp.. 60 col. il 190, & w. .. 2 maps. ATS 1,400 
“This book represents th fruition of David Jackson' resarch into Tibetan art hisory 
through the medium of Tibeta literary sources. In i the aulhor concentrates on the 
phas tha followed the nitial adopiion of foreign, mainly Tndian styles and that was 
Characteised by arists beginning t0 develop thei own, disinctivly Tibetan aristc 
idiom, tracing the history of the various Syles of Tibctan religious paining that 
developed from the mid 15th century onwards in the central Tibetan provinces of 

    
     



    
    

CIAA Newsletter Issue #5_New Publications 

Bus and ¢Tsang and inthe eastern province of Khams. The approach s not 50 much 
visual as literay. the author basng Himsef on writen sources tht cther deal with 
Sylistic matters orcontain biblographical detalsof revered painers. 
Following an ntroductory survey of pevious rescarch by wester scholars, presenicd 
i chronological fashion, Jackson examines 3 number of Tibetan sources dating from 
the 170h to 20th centurics tht, though belonging to different erary genres,treat of 
both individual painters and styls. Imporant excerpts, given in Tibetan and 
sometimes followed by an English ranslaton, appear as ppendices. The sccond part 
f the book, modesty enied “The great Tibean painters and hei style:  histoncal 

onsiss of some the hundred pages in which the author idenifesthe major 
Saplisic schools, their founders, patrons and chief exponents, over 4 seven hundred 
year period. He attempts, morcover, the immense and dificult task of corrclaing 
extant pictorial works with the licrary material he has amassed. While e frecly 
admits that there remains 4 great dea more work in this partcuiar arca for other 
Soholars to follow up, their work will be greaty faciltated by the sound historical 
Tooting upon which the siylistc schools:have been set by Jackson's assiduous 
research. 

    
  

  

       

Tibetan Art: Towards a Definition of Style 
cdited by Jane Casey Singer and. Philip 
Publishing, i associaton with Alan Marcuson, 1997, 320 pp.. 341 i 
colour, 2 maps. £65.00. 

  Denwood. London: Laurence. King 
257       

  

‘The twenty-thee aricles that make up tis book were presented a the “Towards a 
Defiition of Style: the Arts of Tibet" conference, organised by the School of 
Orienal and Affcan Studis in associaion with the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
hat ook place from 13-17 June 1994 in the Victoria and Albert Museun, London ( 
further cight papers given 4t that conference o nol sppear in this publicaion). 
Prefuced by Dr. Praapaditya Pal, the book i divided into thre sections., “Stud 
paintng, Sculpture and textles”, “Sits in Tibet, Musiang and Bhutan 
Architectre. textual sources and contemporary stles”. Contrbutors include the 
ditors, Clare Harris (who was insromental in Seting up the conference) Valrae 
Reynolds, Roger Goepper, David Jackson, Franco Ricca, Exberto Lo Bue, Kira 
Samosiuk, John Clarke, Marylin M. Rhic,Lan Alsop 

  

  

     

Tibetan Nomads 
Environment, pastoral economy and materia culture 
by Schuyler Jones. London: Thames and Hudson, 1996. 463 pp., 200 il 100 in 
colour. £32. 

  

Published as part of the Carlsberg Foundation’s Nomad Research Project, this book 
presents objects drawn from th fine collction of Tibetan at and ariefacts kept n the Ratonal Museum of Deamark in Copenhagen, which comprises a range of ewellery 
clthing, weapons, ammour, agrcultural implements, houschold utensils,tools as wel 

Such as amulets. A large part of the collction Wwas originlly Peter of Greece and Denmark. (1908-1980). Not simply 
Catalogue, he book explores the everyday life of the nomadic people of the Tibetan 
uplands through an examination of the complex social and cconomic elationships and 
technical skills necessary for survival in 4 harsh environment, drawing on the 
observations of early travelers as well as on more recent anthropological sudies. 
it chapiers deal with high alitude pastoralism and the pastora nomad cconomy. 
before moving on 1o domestic production, tent-making. and. domestc arefacts, 
Caravan rade and transport: subscduent chapirs discuss equipment or livestock and 
agriculure, riding accoulremens, weapons, huning equipment and amour, rligious 
and lay costumes and. accessorics, Jewelry (including dzi beads) and musical 
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e, Thers i o chape by S Cammann o Tvtan Buddit mages. 6050, pitings nd ohe eligious abject. Iusiraions nclude & sumber of Photogrph aken i Tioet n the 19506 

Recent Research on Ladakh 4&S. Proceedings of the Fourth and Fifh ntermational 
Colloquia on Ladakh. Edited by Henry Osmaston and Philip Denwood. London and 
Delhi: SOAS Morial Banarsidas, 1995, £20   

Th ides of an Intematona Conferenc in London 1o mrk he 150th anniversaryof b deh o Alexander Coma de Korts was promoted by M- Peer Marcsl of Geneva. Since Caomas work which s the Foundation for the formal suay of Titan was gy carcd ot in Zangar, Ladah. (e Intnaional Aocaion or Ll e agee 1 adoptthe Conferenc 4 s it Caloquum. hld a SOAS on'122 June 1995 To th' 13 papers pescedthre hav b added s umet 15 presaid athe i Collquiu o the TALS hld st SOAS and Bl Usiversty in Riarch-Ape 1989, 1 form e prsen volume. 

  

The life and works of Alesander Csoma de Koros are dicctly trated in two. 
imporant papers. Bemard Le Calloc of Paris provides a valusble survey of the 
historical Background to- Csoma's sojoun in Ladakh and his subsequent travels 
between 1822 and 1826, picced together from a varity of often obscure sources. 
Peter Marczel examines in meticulous detil the curious. incident of Cooma's 
“canonisaton” as  bodhisattva i Taisho University, Tokyo n 1933, A photograph of 
a statue of Csoma in Japanese Buddhist syle by the Hungarian sculptor Géza Corba 
is eproduced. Here we have a penctratng View, wih an appropriate ouch of irony, of 
how far the cult of Csoma can be caried [v. also “Alexander Cioma de. Kords: 
remembering the founder of modern Tibetology on p. 28 f this Newsicter. 

    

Topies connected with Csoma include his frend and patron,the equally remarkable 
Englishman William Moorcroft who, 1 Tike to think, must have plicd his trade n an 
carly. incamation a5 a velerinary Surgeon in the fams then oceupying the it of 
SOAS from his bas in Oxford Stret. His extraondinary carcer, lleged “second ife" 
in Lhasa and the atitudes displayed in his writings are discussd in papers by 
Grist and Phiip Denwood. One of Csoma's sources for Tibetan Studics, Giorgi's 
Alphabetum, Tibetanum (presented to him by Moorerof) is discussed by Elizabeth 
Toth. The lfe of the German scholar A. H. Francke, 4 successor and admier of 
(Csoma' n Ladakh, i outined by Gudrun Meier. 

  

        

The aubosip of the remining pper is icratonal: e, sbjc s rnges 
widely over geography, ccology, development, hisory,art and srchacology, religion, 
sociology and anthropology. Pariculaly intrcsting for me are those by Abdul Ghani 
Sheikh and Pascale Dolfus on the Muslims of Ladakh, an important group who 
remind us that speaking a Tibetan dialct is ot synonymous with being Buddrist. 
Nawang Tscring Shakspo gives a fascinating glimpse of the community of Khuksho 
‘where Buddhism and Islam have lived in 3 unique form of pesceful coenisicnce. 
The volume esifies (© the vigour and variety of intermational interst in Ladakb. 
Publication of the proceedings of the 6th Coloquium is imminents the 8th is 1 be heldin Denmark in June 1997, 

  

“The Intemational Association for Ladakh Studics may be contacted at Thwite End, 
Finsthwate, Ulverson, Cumbria LA12 8BN, UK. Telfax: +44 1539 S31070. 

Philip Denwood, Department of Artand Archacology, SOAS. 

  

2  
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New Publications from India 

‘The Buddha Image. Its Origin and Development 
by Y. Krishan. New Delhi: Munshiram Manoharll Publishers, 1996. 174pp., 143 b 
&l Rs 950, 

  

“This bk deals with the ontroversialissue of the orgin of the Buddha image snd its 
iconography. using lierary. numismatc and_ cpigraphic sources, as well as 
contemporancous Jaina ar. i seeks 1o explore the Seographical arca in which the 
image frt appeared and the ole of Buddhist doctrins in this emergence. 

      
  

  

Indian Symbolism. Symbols as Sources of our Customs and Beliefs 
by Rai Govind Chandra. New Delhi: Munshiram Manobarlal Publishers, 1996, 
Tadp. with 320 text figs. Rs 600 

  

I this usefol sty the author discusses twelve imporiant symbols from India, 
including the svasika, srivais, cakr, nandipada, riratna tc., tracing hei orgin and 
iffusion n diffeent periods.   

Early Buddhist Art of Bodh-Gaya 
by Kalyan Kumar Chakravarty. New Delhi: Munshiram Manobarlal Publishes, 1997, 
Bpp. 56 bew. lls. Rs 450, 
“This work re-examines the carly Buddhistart of the 2nd-1s century B.C. through the 
remains of Bodhgaya. 
All he above books are available from Murshiram Manoharlal Publishers Py L. 
post Box 5715, 54 Rani Jhansi Road, New el 110055. Tel-+91 11 777 1668, 
7773650, 753 6097; Fax:+91 11 7512745, 
The Earliest Civilzation of South Asia 
by B, B, Lal. New Delhi: 1997, Aryan Books Intermational. 330 pp., 125 half-tone 
ils.. 32 colour pltes, 75 figs. & mape. Rs2.250. 

  

This book by the famous Indian archacologist Professor B. B. Lal presents a mult 
dimensional study of the Harappan civilization, and atemps o' demonsiaie. s 
indigenous origin. 

  

This book i availabl Jrom Arvan Books International, Pooja Apariments, 48 Ansari 
Road, Darya Ganj, New Delhi 110002, Tel:+91 11525 7559, 335 5799; Fux:+91 11 
3270385, 

Buddhism and the Silk Road 

Iconography of the Thousand Buddhas 
by Lokesh Chandra. Sataptaka Seris 386. New Delhi: Pradecp Kumar Goel. v 
337pp. 6 pis. 3 co. copious b. & w_ i, 
In this volume, Professor Lokesh Chandra.presents the names of the Thousand 
Buddhas in Sanskrit, Tibetan, Manchu, Mongolian and Chinese in original scripts 
(and lso Romanised)from a pentaglot Xylograph tht was microfilmed i Bejing snd 
brought to India by Prof. Dr. Raghu Vir in 1955, These have been supplemented by 

5
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‘Sansat ames from  Khotanese scroll discovered by Auel Scin at Dunhuan. Prof. 
Raghu Vira obtined the Tibetan drawings of the Thousand Buddhas in the 
Bhadrakalpika-sura, xylographed at the Zho prss below the Potala on the outkirts 
of Lhas, hat are reprodced her for the firsttime. The itroduction gives detals of 
the Thousand Buddhas in literature and ar, discussing the variations in different 

diions. 

  

  

  

Land Routes o the Silk Roads and the Cultural Exchanges between the East and 
‘West before the 10th century. Desert Route Expedition Intemational Seminar in 
Urumgi (August 19-21, 1990, Beijing: New World Pres, 1996, Compiled by 
UNESCO and the Insiute of Archacology under the Chinese Academy’ of Social 
Sciences. 645 pp. 

  

   
  

This volume consiss of a collection o diverse papers presented by participans at the 
Desert Route Expediion and Seminar in Uramai that ook place 1n 199 under the 
aceis of UNESCO, Articlesinclude “The historcal importance of the Uighurs on t 
Silk Road” (Qian Boquan), “The commercial routs binding “The Great Silk Road" 
with southen Siberia” (U. S. Khudskov), “The, southwest road in the system of 
Central Asian relations” (E. Lubo Lesnitchenko), “New archacological resuts on the 
Xinjiang section of the Silk Road” (Wang Binghua), “Some remarks on the Kushan 
coins found i the Westem Chincse. regions” (Nakao Odan), “Chinese. rock 
inscriptions in the Indus Valley (North Pakistan)” (Thomas O. Hollmann), “The 
Avatamsaka stra and is painied represeniation at Dunhuang” (Jacques Gids), “The 
Xigexing caves and temple ruins in Yangi county, Xinjing” (Chao Huashan), “A 
recvaluaton of the origin and development theorics of the garland-carir moti in 
Central Asian art” (Christa Paula), and From Gandbara to Gansu and beyond: Facets 
in the long march of Buddhis 4n across Centrl Asia® (Pran Gopal Paul). Other 
Subjects discussed are the network of routes across Central Asi, culurl exchange 
nd comomic Hsoy, Changes - th e, achcsioe. e 
archacology and pre-history.scripts and languages. Chines rices are accompanied 
by summaries in English. The breadth of approaches (0 the subject provided by this 
book counterbalances the uneven qualty of some o th artiles. 

  

  

  

    

  

   

Studies in Silk Road coins and culture: Papers in honour of Professor Tkuo 
Hirayama on his 65th birthday Edited by K. Tanabe, J. Cribb and H. Wang. Kamakora: Insttte of Silk Rosd 
Studies, 1997, 

    

“This volume i  special issue celebraing th 65h birthday of Professor Hirayama. It 
has been designed 15 a_ companion volume 10 the annual Silk Road At and 
Archacology journal. The fiftcen papers n this volume were presented at the Brish 
Muscum Colloguium “Silk Road Coins and Culture?, Apt 1995, They include: 
“Shiva images on Kushan and Kushano-Sasanian coins” (Joe Cribb), “The Kushano- 
Sasanian rlers hidden in Roman and Chinese lerary sources” (Ktsumi Tanabe), 
“Coins from the cxcavations of Takhti-Sangin (1976-1991)" (E. V. Zeymal), 
“Manichacan art and texts from the Silk Road” (Samuel N. C. Licw), “The Stcin 
colecton of oins from Chinese Central Asia” (Helen Wang), “From Cenral Asi to 
London: the Stein collecion of manuseripts in the Britsh Library” (Frances Wood), “The future o th Sten collction i the British Library” (Susan Whidfield) 

Helen Wang. Department of Coins and Medals, th Briish Museun, London 

    
  

(This book will be aailable from the Briish Museun bookshop and Spinks 
Numismatic Bookshop, London, jrom carly June.) 

»  
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Uygur Buddhist Literature 
by . Elverskog. Silk Road Stdics 1. Turahout: Brepol, 1997. 154 pp. BEF1.T00. 

“This book s complete inventory ofthe published Uygur Buddhist texts,alon with a 
biblography of the prtinent schalarly literature. The work includes an introduction 
that outine the history of the discovery of the Usgur Buddhist iterature and a short 
History of the Buddhist Uygurs and their transtion acuvites. The Survey of the 
lieraure itself is divided ino six sectons: Tripitaka (uta, vinaya, abhidharma), and 
o jataka and avadana texts; Mahayana sutras: commeniaries; Chinese apocryphas: 
Tania; other Buddhist works, The tille of each tex is given, followed by o brict synopsis of the work. AlSo given, whenever possible, are detils of the orgin and 
provenance of the wrk, transltors, cditors, and any other felevant informaton. 
Reference is also made o sccondary rature. The survey concludes with an ndex o 
s, transltors, seribes and sponsos. 

  

  

  

Dunhuang Mogaoku shi yanjiu (Rescarches ino the hisory of the Mogao Caves. 
Dunhuang) 
by Ma De. Lanzhou: Gansu Educational Press, 1996. vi + 390 pp., llustrated, some 

  

“This excellent volume, based on the author's doctoral dissrtation, presens in concise 
and clear form historical materials, using inscriptiona and manuscript evidence, and 
bearing on the dating of individual caves and the actviies of groups of monks ot the 
Dushuang caves. Part | is devoted to Construction: chapter 1, apar from discussing 
the opography and chronology of the caves, includes an important sub-secton on the 
terminology, based on th terms found i inseriptions and documents refering 10 the 
it chapters 2 and 3 deal with the beginning of work a the it, and the construction 
work of the carly period (from_the Northem Dynastis 10 the carly Tang). 
respectively: chapter 4, with tht o the middlc and later peiods: chapter 5 with the 
patrons and workmen. Part I i devoted o Buddhism and Socity: chaptr 6 on the 
Various socetes and ther activites; chaper 7 on the distinction between individual 
monastries efered to by their names in ull or shorened form, and the caves, and 
between the three main sites o the Kushang (the upper or Mogao caves), Dongku 
(castern caves .. Yulin) and Xiku (now known as the Western Qianfodong); chapter 

on Guazhou and Shazhou i th period of th Retum to Allegiance: chapter 9 on the 
families of Dunhuang and the family caves and temples: and chapter 10 on the 
involvement of the ordinary people. Reference materials (pp- 275-387) provide the fexts of twelve important inscriptions or documents; a complet inventory of the 
Gaves, with Zhang Dagian and Paul Pellots numbering colaed with thit of the 
Dunhang Insitute: achronology of th dates of consiruction of caves; ables of the 
caves consructed in the different periods: and a comprehensive bibiography. A 
postscipt detailsthe authors involvement n the study of Dunhuang, introducing the present volume as & summiry of his work over the pas bwenty Years, and & Starting. 
point for his future rescarch, and invitng fellow-scholars (o criiise, lead and assst 
Rimin his task. 

  

  

  

  

  

    
   

  

One can only admire the dedication and scrupulous carethat Dr Ma has devoted 0 his 
rescarh: all who have or will come to contact with this amazing Sie e cerain to   

be grateful for his work. To take only a sngle nstance, Cave 489, discovered in the 
19605 at a depth OF over six metrs below the present ground level, s ntroduced a5 
the carliest cave in the clif face, databi 1o A.D, 353, considerably carler than the 
date of AD 366 usually given fo the beginning of construction at the st 

®W) 
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‘Guiyijunshi yanjiu - Tang Song shidai Dunhuan lishi kaosu (Rescarches into the 
History of the Retu o Allcgiance Army - Dunhuang during the Tang and Song) 
by Rong Xinjiang. Shangha guj chubanshe, 1096, 430 pp. RMB22.60 
“This book covers i great detal the years 848-1030 A.D.,th period in the history of 
Dunhuang that began with the e-<stablishment of Chindse power i the arca under 
the leadership of Zhang Yichao who, in 848 A.D.,brought to an end the sveny-year 
Tibetan occupation. Afler & general introducion, Professor Rong presents in 
chronological order_excerpts from  variety of historical documents_including 
manuscrips (now held in London, Paris, Russa and China) and inscriptions found in 
the caves at Dunhuang. also drawing upon other Chincse historica sources such as 
the Tang Dynasic Histores. In the sccond par of the book the author uses these 
wide-ranging. sources o provide 3 detaild.historical study of the period under 
consideraton, devoting & ection (o each ruler from Zhang Yichao (851867 A.D) o 
Cao Yuanlu (976-1002 A.D.). In the hird part he insestigaes specfic problems, Such 
asthe reltionship of Shazhou with the Xizhou and Ganzhou Uygur. The most recent 
rescarch by Chincse, Japanese and Western scholars s a1s0 encompassed i this work. 
“The useful appendi lss al the manuscripts and thei holding tnstutions and,in the 
case of the inscriptions, th number of th cave in which hey appear. 

    

China Archacology and Art Digest 
Vol. 1 no. I, vol. 1, no. 2. A quarterty journal published by Art Text (HK) Py L, 
Annual ‘subscripton rates: insttutions USSIG, individuals USSI20, Address: Art 
Text (HK) Lid, PO Box 20746, Hennessy Road Post Offce, Wanchai, Hong Kong, Beijing office:felfax: 8610 6849 8987 o-mail: text@pubic3 ba net.cn 

  

‘The editor, Bruce Gordon Doar and Susan Dewar (CASS), define some of the ims 
ofthis new publiation as follows: “every year the orgins o organised culures on the 
Chinese landmass are pushed back or hei paricular features more clearly dfined. In 
the process, the links between China and her neighbours (0 the West become 
fncreasingly apparent. Mich of the materal covered i the frst issue of CAAD has 
perhaps as much relevance (o students in the Middle East or Rome as it docs for the 
Sinologist. Archacologiclly and artstially international bordersare becoming hazier 
‘with cach new discovery. We hope that with this publicaton one of the final bariers 
f0°a greater appreciaton of cultral nter-reationships on 3 global cale - tht of 
language - will finally be broken down... Our primary aim is to- stmulate 
communication and we encourage readers {0 use the pages of the digest 35  forum for 
ebate and as a means of furthering their own interet 

  

  

  

  

The editors and the disinguished academic advisory board (Li Bog 
Rong Xinjang, Wang Shixiang, Yang Bods, Yu W 
anicles relevant 10 those with a intrest in Iner Asiain the first and second issues. 
“The first par s aken up by “feature artiles” which are transiated in ull. The fist 
issue.includes “Doubts’ conceming the aulhenticity of two Nestorian Christian 
documents unearthed at Dunhuang from the Li Colleton” (Lin Wushu and Rong Xinjang). Vol. 1, No. 2 s a special Dunhuang issue. The feature aricles are: “A 
‘comparative study of he paradise bianiang in the Sichuan and Dunhuang rottoes 
(Hu Wenhe), “Research on the differing orgins of the dragon-and-phoenix moif at 
the Dunhuang grooes and the snake-and-jinchiniao [garudal paterns a the Kuchs 
grottoes” (Wang Fanzhow), “The reflction in a thousand eyes, the protection of 
thousand hands: research on csoteric Buddhist jinghian ai Dunhuang” (Peng 
Jinzhang) and “My experience of copying th frescoes at Dunhuang’” (Duan Wenjio), 

   
  

  

“The second partconsiss of brief synopses of approximately 300 artices ranging in 
lengthfrom a short paragraph 0 over a page, some also contining the most imporiant 
illustations reproduced black-and-whit. AS in the leading artcis, names, ttes and 

»  
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important terms are given i English and in ull-form Chinese charactrs. Key-words 
‘ppear in the index. Sections incude archacology (with references 1o Iner Mongolia 
and the Niya. excavations), Buddhist grotocs, conservaton, culural  hstory, 
Gecorative arts and_handicrafs, epigraphy and_inscriptions. excavationsand 
manuscripis. The. lastnamed section includes one and 4 half pages on Fang 
‘Guangchang and Xu Peiling’ s “Buddhist Texts among Dunhuang manuscripts and 
their alue® At the end come short news items on_conferences, including the 
Interational Conference on Loulan Studies and Central Asian. civlisatons, 
exhibiton news (archacalogical discoveris from Inner Mongoli), new publications 
wo paragraphs on Lin Meicun: The Serindian Civilisation, Bejing, 1995, A lst of 
the ‘periodicals surveyed, & chronology and an index. compiee these extremely 
nformative issues. 

  

English translrions of th ful et of any synopsis are availabl from the publishers (515011000 characters). The Chinese original 1 also avalabie ai S1 per page 

Zhongguo shikusi yanjiu (Studies on the Cave Temples o Chins) 
by Su Bai, Beijing: Wemwu chubanshe , 1996. 481 pp., 48 b. & w.ills. RMB 210 
Professor Su Bai from Beijing Universiy has been the head of the Department of 
Archacology for many years. This book conains many of his acles on Kyl 
Dunhuang and Yungang. Where sppropriate the articies have been updated. The 
contents and a 5-page summary is included in English. A detailed descripion of 
platcs and an extensive ndex complete this volume 

Travel writing 
Central Asia 
by Giles White    London: Cadogan Books, 199 388 pp. £15.99 
A revised second editon of this excellent book was published in 1996, It covers the 
IS and the Karakorum Highway into China and is highly recommended for any 
traveler o the region. In common with other Cadogan Guides, it contains 3 good 
deal of practcal iformation (city maps. basic vocabulary, travel information, red 
{ape, uscfl telephone numbers)as well 3  refreshing but informalive ext. 

"Dr. St John Simpson 

  

  

ARTHUR PROBSTHAIN 
ORIENTAL BOOKSELLER 

41 GREAT RUSSELL STREET 
LONDON W18 3pL 

Tel & Fax: 0171 636 1096   A wide range of books on Cental Asia avaiabe   
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Alexander Csoma de Krds: remembering the founder of modern 
Tibetology 
Kaown in his native Hungarian as Korosi Cooma Sdndor, Csoma (1784-1842 A.D) 
left his mtive land in search of the origin of the Hungarian people. Durin his years in 
Indiaand Tibet he dedicated himself {0 the study of Tibetan lterature. His dictionary. published in 1834, grammr, transltions and commentarcs on the Kangyur are st 
sed today H. A. Jischike, in the preface o his own dictionary, described Csoma's 
Work a5 “the frit of imost unparaiced determination and patince’” 

  

     

“The 150th anniversary of the death of tis pioneer of Tibetan studies was marked in 
London by a conference whose papers have just becn published in the volume 

ecent Research on Ladakh 4 & 5, cdited by Henry Osmaston and Philip Denwood 
.. 22),to which the CIAA offersis an endnote the following remarks bascd on an 
ariicle by the Hungarian scholar Péer Gabods that recendy appeared in Kelekuards, 
the joumalof the Kortsi Csoma Society (“The istory of the sol authentic portrat o 
Siidor Csoma de Koros. The drawing by Seholt: from skeich 10 ithographs 
Keltkuads, spring 1995. pp.5-21). 

  

  

Gaboda became intersted in_asceraining the aulenticty of the frequently- 
eprodiced portrat o Caoma that appears below. The lithograph frst appeared in the 
annas of the Hungarian Academic Society in 1846, accompanying an obituary of 
‘Cloma, Subscquently tis lithograph was widely copied and reproduced - indecd, a 
Copy of & printof Karoly Rusz's 1884 drawing based on the ithograph can be scen i 
SOAS library. The lithograph was made from a skeich by a Hungarian arist of 
‘German extration, Agoston SOt (1809-1888). Schofl has always been of inerest 

1o Csom rescarchers because of a physical description f the Tibetologst he gave in 
leter writen in Agra in 1842; such desriptions have hitheto provided the grounds 

  

   

  

Gaboda is the first, however, 10 examine serously the art historical and historical 
evidence relaing 10 the portrst. SchoUT travelld with his wife 0 varous parts of 
Asia and spent several months in India, befrending Csoma in Calcuta in 1840 By 

{his time Cloma's reputation was wel esablished, though his madesty prevented him 
from ever allowing his portrat (0 be made, despite repeated. requests from his 

rots. Gaboda has located an important Hungarian atcle describing Schoft 
life and works, written by theartis'scousin and published n 1845, which,afer close 
investgation, he judges o be elable. 

  

  

A passage in this article gives an 
account of 3 riendly whist par 
ha included Coma, an Engls 
offcer, Schofft's wife and Schofft 
himself, i which the atist made a 
sketch of Csoma, unnoticed by his 
model AU the <d of the game. 
however, Csoma realised what had 
Happened and rather angriy red to 
gain possesion of the sketch, but faled In his_aricle, Schifi's 
cousin_ mentions that the skeich 
was currently in the possession of 
the artis’s father, going on o 
suggest that it be used as the basis 
for a lithograph. Gaboda is 
therefore  convinced that _the 
portait s authenic, the_original Setch made during Coma's 
Tifetime and draven from e 

   
     



1 June. 
B102.6pm 
3y 
Lecure Theatre 
530-7pm 
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FORTHCOMING CIAA LECTURES 
Dr David Scott (Brunel University) 
“The developing worldof Iranian Buddhism’ 
“The Forgeries of Dunhuang Manuscripts Conference: 
Results 
‘Seminar hostd jontly by CIAA snd the Intermationsl 
Dunhuang Project, with the paricipation o rofessor Fuieda 
Akia, Professor Lewis Lancaster (University of Californi, 
Berkeiey) and Professor Rong Xinjiang (Peking University). 

Room B 102 i located on the first floor o he Brunei Galley 
‘opposio the main SOAS enirance. 

The Lecture Theatre i locaed onthe lower ground loor of the min SOAS buiding 

  

  
  

    

If you would like to advertise in 
the next issue of the CIAA 
Newsletter, please contact us 
for the advertising rates: 
o full, half or quarter page; 
« publicity enclosures   
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It is with plessure that we publish our fifth Newsletter, with our 
Gratetal thanks to ALl our contributors. Our thanks also to all of Jou who have. alzeady subscribed to the Circle, and may we take this Soporcunity to eacoucage the remainder of our Fesders to do the same. 

  

   
Order orms for tuo of the new publications listed earlisr (v. pp. 
21-22) accompany this issie of the Newsletier; the CIAA recoives a omail comission on orders placed with the publishers teing these forms, “eo please support s by using the enclosed forms if you are {ncertacea " the sdvereised publications 

  

  

  

Wo ofer our warm congratulations to Profassor Nicholas Sims-willisss F The'Sehool of Oriental and Atricen Studies and to Ne. Jos Cribh of the Dupartaant of Coins and Nedals of the British Nuseus, London, ¥ho 
Have been Jointly avarded the Hirayasa Peize for theis article -h lew Bacerian Tnscription of Kanishka the Greats published in the oornal SUIK Road Are and Archaeology, Vol.d (1393/36) of the Tnstitute of 
S11K Rosd ‘Studies, Kamskira, Japan. The rticle was on the 
dociphernent of an inscription discovered recently b Rabatak, Afghanistan, dating to the first year of the Kishan emperor Kanishka 

ing the nase of the hitherto unknown ruler Vima Takts. (5. C1a ewlatter, Taaue 3, Po. 1-3): 

  

  

      

In Merch of this yesr, the CIAA fnvited, as a spacial gu 
Professor Boris Stavisky of the Russian State University Humanities, Moscos. In addicion o Siving a lecture on Kushan -Tokharistan: probless of history, culture and arer, he gave < saminas for an  invited suaiénce of CIM mesbers. ‘The 
Srchaeology of Hiddle Asis and the Kushan Problem in the 1iaht of Studias Bads  between 1966 snd 1993 was follved by a drinks Ceception. The second paper of the evening was entitled “The fae of 
Beddnisn in Niddle Asia in the first milienium A.D. as refiscted in 
archaaslogieal data. A sumaty of the first seminar paper sppets st Che Baginaing of this Newsleveer 

    
    

  

  

  

  

he Circle was privilesed to host lectures by two distinguished speskers fron the continent in April and Way. Nadame Krishna Riboud Spoke. on “Intezchange and counter-intlsences in silk textiles from China (l0th-lith centuries):, focusing on different highiy-skilled weaving techniques that  she illustrated with nuseross’ slides, 
Tncluding nevly-investigated Liso texciles. Professor br. baborah Klisbuzg salter presenced the elsborate iconographic 1 carliest phase (late 10th-lith concury) st fabo monastery in the 
Hestorn imalaya Geing a comination of plans and slides 

  

  

        
  

  

Lest but not lesst, the Comittes would like to drav attention to he plight of the Bactrian canel, how down to & mere 380 individsals 
according to the most recent otimates and more endanered s & Than che glant penda. The Wild Camel Frotoction Poundation Uith the Chinese authorities to implesent seasures to protect 
the Bactrimn casel and preserve ita habitat, particulsrly theough the establishaent of the Lop Nur Nature Sanctuscy. For furthar details, plesse contact Jonn Hare, School Farm, Banenden, Kene TNLT 
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