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CIVILISATION DEEP IN THE TAKLAMAKAN 

by Professor Wang Binghua, Director of he Xijiang Insitue of Archacology, Xinjang. 
Uygur Autonomous Region, Peopie's Republic of China 

No one wouldreadiy beieve tha there s  ichand varied commity that once thrived decp in oy’ Tlamalan Desr some 11600 years 320, Yt, though now desertd,anien Niya was a rogeros Hhptom st o8 3 Soshem Sk Ko, ASOgh whh cami v, cumyng ook o G A ot u st adamaan B, o e ey ocialy found thir way o the West. The Niya Rivr winds through the Southern Takamakan Desert for 
abou 210 Kiomeres and its hadwates ar fed by meled sow_fom the Kunun Moutans, Known asthe Nanshan Mountains in axcienttims. Th nver gacually rcs up ear  small Uygr il Kabake Arian i te Xinang Uygur Avionomous Regon. Th 1ins sprawt veran e 0720 lometes incrcumference, round whai 5o the i b ot Niys River. 

  

Niya reached its zenith between 500 and 1000 A.D. Wit a population of around 3,000 and some 
4400 ilometresfrom Chanan, the ancent capital of the Han Dynasty, Niya s beleved t be the 
‘ancient Jingjue’ Kingdom, which was under he conro o several ffcas appointed by the cenal 
‘goverment The city's ruins werelost un the caly part o th twentith century, when the British 
xploree Sir Aurl Sicin discovered them. Atchacologiis have continued thirexplortion of the area 
Gver since. The Chincse archacologiss who worked in Niya in 1959 had to discontinue their 
reseach owing {0 financial_problems, but since 1993 2 Sino-Japanese.team of thiry-six ‘chacologist d cenisis hat e expeditions 0 the Sie with e apprvA of the Stae B of 
Cultural Relics. = oot s 

Aferthree yearsof research and excavation, they uncarthed cight tombs in the norther partof the 
ruins which yieded th richest finds in narly 8 century. Dried-ou by the desert eat and virtually 
undisturbed,th bodies,clothes and buial arile ar in excllet condition. Buried individually or 
incoupis, ihe people were id out in hollowed-out Iogs or Wooden trunks with an outer coifin 

Due toack of adequte acities o site, the rcfacts and bodies were (aken to Urumgi for futher 
ivestigation. The archacological analyss of tombs 3 and 5 has aready begun. Tomb 3 conains two. 
bodics, one male, one female. Both are splndidly atired in silk hoods, colourul rbes, trousers, 
kit and embrojdered,eather-sold shoes. They were burid along with special possessions. The. 
manhad  quiver and bow, metl arow-heads and a lined Chincse jacket. The woman was found wearing gold carings and  glass-bead necklace. A lacquer box with her comb, make-up and 
sewing kit was placed nex to her. The idenity of the two people has not been decided, but the 
aneacts seem (0 suggest ha thes were burial site for the wealthy. Thee s evidence 1 suggest 
hatthe man and woman were not buried a the same tme. 

  

  

The et o the brocde showedsxceponalcr. The edg o the sk has ot unravelid and e {abric sl as 1 ol . Ev e 1o ad yelow 50 pro o facing 1 well peseve s o s, i fowr o ity s ey, Ve o ¢ Ny nd o 139 On Cursony observation.the Sk ha vce o il panens, geomeric dsigas and awpcions {okens, o whichhav been encoutred befoe The Chinés chscers o the brocace ead: T sppearnce o h e sar o st Fvourbi o Chin. Thscomsponds ety t e descrpon e i oo hisoica kS of e Fanand i dymase. Eiving evidence o he dte o e rocades nadion, ol el dvd 1o colous ol patcss an woolleshocs 
and glass-bead pendants, in'a dragonfly-cye shape, provide information about th ancient population 
o Niya. 

    

Besides working on the tombs, the team also measured the ize of Niya and the anient environment 
and excavated a lasge dwelling site, clearing three ruined buildings. As a reult they gained a better 
ndersanding of th cit's planning and consiruction methods. The houses were dmber strctures 
‘with woven walls of willow twig. Iside cach oom, a hearth was built i th centre and an carthen 

s  
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Kang (s type of brick bed heated from the inside) ran along th thee sides. Usualy a sheter was it a the front of the house and a ivstock shed in the back yard. Frit tres and grape arbours 
‘were planed around the house. The overall plannng seems to suit he cimate and the geographical 
conditions. Among the burial artcls  plae f food with matton, pars and grapes was discovered 
The variey seves as evidence of oass agiculure and livestock rasing 
“The excavationsin Niya haverased many questions. How many people were buried i th tomb 
area? Of what did they die? Wh did the setiementcome to  myerious end? The feldwork in Niya 
Wil ake at least another en years and th folow-p esearch wil certainly take longer: 

RECENT NEWS FROM TURKMENISTAN 

by Dr. . John Simpson, Department of Wester Asiaic Antiquitie, The Briish Museum, 
London, UK. 

Genenal news 
Five years afer polical independence, Turkmeristan continues o undergo a gradual and raher 
painoltransition toa market cconomy. Iflation contines t be high and weekend bazaars are once. {asnclosed dunng atumn i e g masimim ot dang e i coo it 

Fallng waterlvelsarsng from rapidsling of the Karakum Cana, shorages of mechanica spare 
pars, rowing diffcules i crop-spraying owing (o the isng priceof aviaton fue, and continving. 
uncertinty 25 0 a viable oute for new gas pipelics (© exemal markets contibute 0  bleak 
cconomic picture. Furthermore, one informed Source claimed that this yea th focal wheat hrvest 
produced ess than hd becn sowed. However, large high-profie consrucion pojects coninue with 
Compietion of a new mosque at Merv, 3 domed central bazaar at Mary and an cye-<atcing 
preienia ice i cemnl Adhab, Aot devlopment b e e hendonment o % Cyrillc alphabet,inroduced i 1938, in favour of # Latin alphabet ncorporating addiional new 
cacers This has afected ronuncaion and peling of sl personal nd ace Aames as wel 15 
everyday vocablary. Despit these changes, localarchaeological research and fieldwork contine 

  

  

  

on a smal scal and ifferen Briish, French, lalian and Amercan expeditons are working during. the sping or autumn months. 
‘The Merv Pojec 
“The Intmational Mery Project,ointly directed by Dr. G. Hermann (University Collge, London) 
and Dr K. Kubansakhatov (Ashgabat) successiully’ completed a ffth season of archscological 
fieldwork in September.October of this year. Excavaions were conducted In thtee areas of the 
ancien cit, namely of a ffth century Sasanian house nd 4 ninth-enth century Islmic teel 
workshop aid domestic structure in Gyaur Kala, and Timurd occupaion level in the Seljuk and 
laer citadel of Sultan Kala (Shahsiyar Ark). Useful groups of ceramics and othr finds were 
recovere from each of these and, for the frt time,evidence obained or the use of bellows-drven 
yers insalations associted with crucible steel funaces. 
A magnetometer survey was also caried out i this Eary Isamic industial ares, esuling in the 
discovery of urthr fire intallations. A new topographic map was prepared of Shahriyar Ark and 
recording ofthe medievalfortications was commenced; Iiamic potery from Turkmen excavations 
witkin the Merv Archacologieal Park was also processed in order (0 allow publicaton Within 3 
forthcoming fnal report on medievalremais at Merv. Two hundred and thireen Seleucid, Pathian, 
Sasanian and Ilamic copperfbronze cons were recovered this season from excavarions and Suface. 
collections, of which one hundred and orty.two were cleaned and provisionally identiied. Floation 

i 
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recovery of plant remains was contnued and, for the first i, a detaled study nitated of 
excavated Sasanian and Isamic animal-bone which already suggests interesting changesindie 
Finally, thanks are due (o Universty Colege London, the Turkmen Academy of Sciences, the 
Briish Museum, Brish Academy, Briish Insiote of Pesian Stdies, Society of Aniquans of 
London, Rolex Awards for Enerprise, Max van Berchem Foundaton, Kress Foundation, UCL 
Graduate School and Bridas Energy Lid for tei generous support in Briain and the fild during 1996. A preliminary report on he 1996 season will appear 1 the 1997 volume of I four 
preliminary repots ave already been published in L (volumes 31-34). 
‘The Margiana Projess 
Professor Maurizio Tosi (SMEO, tly)conducted a brief survey season in the norhern part of the 
Mery Oasis in October 199 Transect were walked between known Bronze Age sites in tis area 
With  view o testing geographical and archaeological concepts f sie location. 

Ancw display atthe Mary museum. 
“Thereare two major public museus i Turkmenistan, namely in Ashgabat and Mary. The Ashgabat 
miscumis curenty bin e wih new css and s hs emponily ced 0 v his 
autum. The Mary museum was inialy opened n 1984 in a lrge brick building constrcted in 
1908 and sad originally 1o belong 10 4 Russian brick factory owner. The upper floo boast an 
extensve permanet dispay of Turkmen ethnography with additonal sections on the Baluch and caly Russian involvemeat in this region. Fuure gallris will focus on floa and fauna, and the 
mpact of wars on local hstory. 
“This yea the museum opened a new permanent exhibition of archacological mateial displayed in 
Turkish cases paid through a grant from the United Natlons, Most of the displays derved cither 
from Victor Saranid's excavations at the Bronze Age sites of Gonur-depe and Togolok 21, in the 
northem pat of the Mery ouss, or various Sasanan-Islanic discoveres at Merv. Many of these 
bjects are unpublished. The Bronze Age displays include several small importd south-cast Irasian 
carved sofsione bowls and botes (Gonur, Togolok 21), a curious metre long softsione 
‘witha hollow bronz head (Gonur), a squars bronze stump seal and several clay figurines showing 
o humped camels,lcalceramic copis of Ianian sheet metal pouted fars (Gonur), 4 apis bead 
necklace found around the neck of an cighten-year-old gin (Togolok 21) and an Tndus etched 
camelian bead (Altyn-depe). Latr Sassnian objects from Merv include a spheicl cched carelian 
bead nd an unpublished decoratd slver two-pronged fok fragment f a type hilerto oaly Known 
from Iran (Qasr.i Abu Nasr) and Mesopotamia (Ninveh). 
Mary museum i enealy open seven days a weck, 9.00-18.00, withan adission chrge curatly et USS1pe Rortgne The drcor s Yevgcya Golbevs. (14219 her depty N sl (81 33729, seaks English. The w1 locaed n he Gty cone a1 
Komsomoloskays st 745400 My 

   



     CIAA Newsleter Edition #4_Artiles 

THE DOCUMENTATION OF CENTRAL ASIAN ANTIQUITIES: AN 
IGNCA / UNESCO / ICAS PROJECT 

by Dr. Arup Banerji, Savic and Central Asian Studis,Indira Gandhi National Cenre for the 
“Ars, New Delbi, India 

“The i Gand’i Nsonal entre fo the At in New Deliconcived tis pojctn 1994 withthe oo of s s o Cenl Axan st o e cet i andcvr 1 vide L conemporay ol dstibuion s viable The IGNCA was sied b n anomly t e hear o the Conial Adan hriage the prfuson and diverity of Gbjcs and manoscrps sy Sark conrast 0 Knowldge of tht ocaton, documentaion and conervaton. Accoringly,  esoution 
cxpresing four key objcives cosental 1o documeat Cental Adan aniquiis wes presentd o NESCOin 1905 namely: 

  

1o document e locaton of Cental Asan antquiis and it herage tems now scatered Wordwide; - o publshtheinformation i cstalogues in print and cectroni formats 
1 econsitut the nginls n prin and leconic ot 1 ey and mapthe stes where these s were orginalyfound 

   

The project was. by the General Conference of UNESCO in Novernber 1995, Envisioned 15 
an nter-regional and nte disciplinary projec, the Intematonal Insttute of Centa Asian Studies 
(UICAS) in Samarkand was asked o co-ordinate the projec with IGNCA. 
A feasititystudy directed towards denifing the man trusts of the prject was ecesiated by 
e arge mumber and extense disposl of Centml Asan amiquiies round the word. Dr Arvp Baner, an Ascocit Professr in th Euasia Programe of INCA, was awared 3 Hiryama Sik Ronds Felowship 1 undriske the sy sty 
For the first phase he investgated seventeen Central Asia collecions located in Usbekistan, 
Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazaksan and Russia (poitial volality in Tajkistan unfortunaely 
prevented a vist here) during May and June 1996. In the next and lst phase, he studied another 
eleven collctions of Cenial Asian antiguitie locaed in lading. museums i Sweden, Fnland, 
‘Germany, France and England between August and Ociober 1 
With few exceptions, museum collctons in all these _counties amalgamte archacological, 
ethnographic, photographic, and writien (manuscripts or published works) materials. In Centnl 
Asian and Russian museus the demarcaions are often blumed, while separate collecions 
characers th situaton i the European museums. 
‘The Central Asian and Russian collections were largly assembled by indigenous archacological 
expeditions, and consist, for the most pat of objects orginating within Turkestan, o the former 
imperi provices of Cenl A, Th majorEropean clectons el e podics 

of extracton from the oiginal locations. From the 1380, individuais ke Aurel Stein, Paul Pelct, 
‘Sven Hedin or AlbertGriinwedel and Albert von Le Cog were drven by & pasion ( transfer vst 
volumes of painings, sculpture, fabric, manuscipts and the ik from their me-honoured and 
environmenally-fiendly repositories on and around the Silk Rowtes 1o European museums. The 
ebate on whether they were legitmately inspired in this exercise by the fac tht these remote 
Tocations impeded access (0 them emains alive t0day. 
There are clear diferences in the patters of documentaton and conservation of Cental Asian 
holdings between Central Asia and Russin institutons, on the one hand, and Wesiem European 
nes, o the othe. Extreme shortages of funds and expertise n the former region has seneraly 
prevented documentation from progressing beyond the stage of registring archacological finds in 

6 
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witen iventoris, Computers are rar in these museums, and where the process f ljsing olcions has sared.  ha o sufeed from soradie and ndequa funding. The Wik o Collcions e i lorsge. ok 0 isplay, i conons that perivey demand improvement i 
vy aapec of th envionmen: teperatur, Bumidy. fumiaton, capon. fumitare, ety and e ik, Handist of el Asa holdings ned 0 be rough up i o publised sl {3 ot of the museus (he uthor vsed. Eoropedn nUGons 7, of Sousc, beter endowed museclogicaly. bt the eTcs of cconomic rgesion Bve-not It them nseathed. S, Computes, spae ar al biquitouty, i viyinly. n hort spply o B, Stockhot, Helsink P L ondoThe haaneof pUbe omson o e ekt o Colicons 450 in marked conirat f the vy fow e nd cxblogbes Gevoted 1o he collcions i 
e A and R 

  

  

  

  

“This, then, i  brefsummaryof the fidings of the fesiilty sudy. Durin iscourse,the author encounteed emhusisi, cogent and commited Siemnts bout 6 prjec's necesny &5 wel a1 {easbilly: The prject el gow need 1 b sretred funconally 4nd logsicly and povided il ffcive e and fund frames. Suppor rom UNESCO has been sought fo » confrene in New Deli in 1997 o discuss hese aspects. Expers epresenting the pr-emient collcions of 
ot A st i b e s i i 0 g e ot i it measure of practcabily, cconomy and pace 
1 conclusion,the most conspicuous hallmarkof this projectis s need fo hamess th widest wealth 

of tlen, from around the world and across th disciplines, and buttress these fforts with the 
requisite amount of finanial and technicalresources. Complementary 0 other projects on Cental ‘Asia nitiated by UNESCO - the Silk Roads Dialogues, or the jointy-authored History of Cental 
‘Asi volumes, fo instance  this project ltimately aspirs to imbue our knowledge of the Cental 
Asan st Wi an Indispensable mension: sysraised and secesible oomiedge shot 15  
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NEWS BULLETIN 

Three museums in Stockholm threatened with closure 
‘The Museu of Far Eastem Antiquies (MFEA), the Einographic Museu (housing the Sven 
Hedin Colection) and the Muscum of Mediterrancan and Near Easter Aniquiies, il in Stockbolm, 
e tretered it cloure. The callecons il e moved to Gothenbur and bowsd i 2w 
proposed National Ethnographic Museum. The MFEA.strongly opposes ths proposal for several 

“The frgilty of the objects: a fullscale relocation of the museunis collecton fom one city to 
another would putat isk  grat number of it objects, especially ancient bronzes, clcified glass 
and low-fird canhenware objects. 

- The unavalbily of the collecions: a fullscle move would result in the collecions being 
‘mavalablefor researchand exhibiton fo  lengthy perid (s modente estimateis 0 years). - Unsaisactory stoage:the climateof Gothenburg i slter, more pllued and humid tha tha of 
Stockholm, hus 10 maintainthe scceptable condiions would b exirmely costy. This contadicts 
the planned “low-cost operton” a5 stated by the Ministe of Culture 
  

“The decision i ikely to be nfluenced by public pinion. 
If you want 1o support the three museums, please write 
Afirs, i - 
leter 

  10013 St Sweien pfeably vendiog 6 oo o your erises Rikidas, 100 12 Sockhoim, Swedeh preferably sending 4 copy of Your Miseu of Fa Eases Atguie, Bos. 16176, 10339, Stockilm: Sweder.      

Excavation of a Han dynasty cemetery in Turfan 
‘The Xinjiang Archacolcica Institte, in cooperation with the Depariment of History of Inada 
Universty, Japan, have for the past thee years conducted jont surveys and excavaions of an 
ancient ceetry a Gouxi "west o the moat”), Jiacheng (Yarkhoto). 

  

  

“The joint survys, mainly conducted by Chinese scholars, cared out a complet sientifc suvey of 
the ancieatcemetery i the Goun are, and produced a map of the area and the distibution of the 
ancient tombs on a scale of /500, Algethe thre are more than 2,000 anient tombs of various 
izes, 1,500 of which date to the peiod from the Jin 10 the Tang dynastis, and 500 of which may 
elong o the Cheshi people 
In the course ofthe three ycars, twenty-two tombs of the Gochang kingdom, and of the Xizhou 
adminisration ofthe Tang dynasy wer excavated. A number of Han dynasty epiaphy abits were 
uncarthed, with a large quanity of potery, omaments, cic., showing that the resident Chinese 
‘popultion occupieda ignificant positon inthe Gaochang kingdom and th Xizhou Jiohe region n the Tang dynasty thei funerary practces and concepts were no different from those of the north- 
Westen aea of the mther county. 

  

From the ombs ofthe Cheshi Kingdom of Han dynasty date i the Gousi area,thre were uncarthed 
painted potery with loca characteistics,  gold crown with a design of wild animas, bet paques, Fings and cap oraments, malachite flowers and  lrge quanity of Han wuchu coins, 4 Wesem 
Han miror witha design o sars and clouds,all witha siong element o localcharscer, which will 
be exremely valuable or esearchino the cultural ars of the Cheshi kingdom and th close politcal 
and cconomicties between the Cheshi and the Han court 

  

Professor Wang Binghua, Xijiang Instinte of Archacology
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“Treasures of the Warrior Tombs: Golden Age of the Russian Steppes” 
‘The Burrell Collection, Glasgow, 29 November 1996-31 March 1 
“The Glasgow Museu will mountin November a the Burrell Collction  rly unique and stunning 
exhibition of the tressure from th southern Russian steppes. This will b the frst Gme that the 
Substantl collection from the Museums of Rostov and Azov will have been on loan anywhere 
outside Southern Russia. Glasgow will b th only UK venue. 
Rostov and Azov li  the head of the Black Sea and on the edge o the steppes. The aim of the 
exhibiton i o highlght this geographical and histori region and 1o convey the movements, 
Tifestyles, ideas and wealth of s peopls. The exhibiion lso has an archacologica dimension and 
demonstats the esutsof ecent work by Russian archaeologists o the lay-out and design of the 
burial st in the area, and on th Social strctures of the eary population. The arfacts are of 
exceptional quality and beauty and includeexquisitely_crafted. necklaces, plaques, clothing 
omaments, weapons and rding equipment. One of the most spectacular exhibits Wil be the bow 
case and quiver (Gorythus) coveredinsheet gold an highly decorated withimages of the Scythians 
atwar, and an omamental gold scabbard from the fourth cenury BC. An accompanying publicaion 
will provide the fuller hisorcal and. social comext for the maieria and include over thiny illustationsinfllcolour, s well 1 maps and disgrams. 

For further information contact: Tel: +44 141 331 1854; Fax: +44 1413329957 
‘Address: Burel Collection, 2060 Pollokshaws Road, Glasgow, Scotiand, G40 1AT, UK. 
“Buddhist Artin the Himalayas’ at the British Museum 
“This temporary exhibition was held a the Brish Museu in London and closed on December 8 
1991t was & smallyet spectacular display of about a hundred painiings and sculptures from the 
Tibetan and Nepalese colecions wihin the Orental Antiqutes Department. Of grea inteest were 
thireen thang-ka scrollainings (slmst a fll et depictng arhats. Dating from ¢.1425, these 
paintings were acquied by the Brtish Museu from th collcton of J.C. French, ICS. A twelfth- 
century group of ten smallinitaion painings on pape, along with ive fhang-kas depicing defes 
from the Do Py mad, wre o xcptiona syl ad eongrphic rs. Regons 
sculptres from Nepal, inluding images of Chunda and Yamantaka complemented an aray of 
iverse decorativ ital Objectssuch a5 phurbus and vajas. 
(We would like 1o thank T. R. Blrion and Danil Rcroft of the Deparmment o Orinil Aniiquides 
ofthe Briish Museun for ihe above information.) 
New Money Gallery at the British Museum 

  

  

  

Anew glley devoted t0the histry of money will open at the Brish Museum, London, on 30th 
{195, coutcsyof  senros donaion b HSBC Holdings i, The HSEC Money Gallry 
“willlustrate the development, management and production of the o, banknotes and electronic 
‘money i use today, alongside ess familar aspecs such s th carist recorded meas of payment: 
grain, mealand shells used in ncient Mesopotamia, Egypt and China. The invention of coinage in 
Westen Asia and China nd issubsequent spread into Central Asiaisone of the many aspects 10 be 
‘covered. The displays will explore th rlationship between the objects called moncy now and other 
Torms of currncy throughout the world, and examine why thre bave been so many diffrent forms 
of money, how they were made, whert they circulated, what systems regulated them, when they 
irst appeared, and how sates and individuals have usd an sometimes abused them. 

  

  

Dr. Eizabeth Erringion, 
Deparment of Coins and Medals, The Britsh Museun, London.  
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“Gold Jewelry from Tibet and Nepal, Brunei Gallery 
An extibiton of Himalayan gold jewelry, incorporating both Buddhist and Hindu imagery and 
iconography, is being held a the Brunei Gallry. in the School of Orentl and Afrcan Stuis, 
Thorhaugh Street, Russell Square, London WC, from 10 December 1996 -7 March 1997. The 
sallery is open Monday - Friday 1030 am to 5 pm (cosed at weekends and Bank holidays). 
‘Admission free. The exhibiion is curted by Dr. Jane Casey Singer, whose book Gold Jewelry 
Jrom Tibe and Nepal will b available s the galeryshop. 

Worlds of the Silk Roads Conference in Australia 
Miacquric Unvrsiy of Sydney ey concuded stecsstully he second ASIAS Conferece 

enitied “Worlds of the Silk Roads: Anclent and Modern'. held on September 21.22 1996, 
Papers were presened by leading Austrlian and inemationl scholars on Innr Asia. Sam Licu, 
Profesor of Aint History st Macquarie, preseted the keynot addess entiled "From 
fesopotania o China". Visiting Belgan Research Professor, Aloi van Tongerloo, spoke on new 

Bactian a1d middie Irnian linguistic discoveres that demonstae the exent of rlgious nd 
intllctal interchanges along th old Silk Roads. In addition, scholars and postraduste esearchers 
from Macquarie and the Ausiralian Natonal University, presened papers on posty and ideclogy in 
ancient Duthuang, evdence of Jewish merchant activity on the Silk Roads, and the poli 
cultun hisory of the Kushan Empire, while David Chrstian offeed  theoreical framework o 
explain state formation in the steppes. 
Atan administrative meeting held during the conference,delegates agred 10 the reconvening o the 
‘Australasian Sociey for Inner Asian Studies (ASIAS), to be based for the present at Macquaric 
Universty. Sam Licu was elected Honorary President, and David Chrisian President. The Socicty 
aims (0 promote Inner Asian studie a all levels of education, both within Austlasia and further 

    

afield, by establshing links with simila orgaisatons in the USA, Europe and Central Asia by the 
publicaon of a newsleter, and by the editing and pubication of the papers presented at he 199 
conference. The organisers hope o hold a tird conference in 1998, 
For furthe information, please contact Associate Professor David Chrstan, Dept. of History, 

arc University. Sydney, NSW 2109, Australia. Te: +61 2 9850 8806; Fax: 461 2 5830 
8892 e mail: dehrist@ocs1 ocs.ma.edu.   
(We are grteful 0 Profesor Christian and Craig Benjamin, Secretary of ASIAS, for providing us 
withthe above information.) 

‘The London Centre for the Ancient Near East 
e sy s Cono promtes e sy of e Ao New Ext 10 cosopsing Nisoptaris e Levant E@yt. the Sudan, the Arbian peimu, . Arsos nd o Acgan orid s wll st ndus VAlky ad ohe nesghboing egion. The sims ar: 1 foser it Vcion etwesn clcagucs wilh et e Ancent Nea Ext working 1 th viiows scaemic instons i London: o Funcon s S for xeryone et n he il 0 proice i 1 of puble Iocure, seminar and other evets {n London reaing 10 the AnGent Nesr Bt host meeigs. semiars and conferencs 1o ampiga o make Unversy of London ibrres e ceesS o fo non- nversy SehOAr. 

  

Forsubmision ofdarycnvis,subscrpon st ndfrerinfornato sbout he London 
(Centre for the Anciet Near East, please contact: Dr. Anrew George at SOAS, Universty of 
London, Thorhaugh Stret, Russll Square, London WCIH OXG. Tel: +44 171323 6299, 
Fax: 444 171 436 4844, e-mail ag>@soas.c.uk
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“The 14th Conference of the European Association f South Asian Archacologsts will be held in 
Rome, ltaly from the 7-11 July, 1997. It will be hosted by the Isitto laiiano.per PAfrica ¢ 
TOriene. Papers will be subjectto the following tentative distribution pre- and proto-histor, the 
caty hisoricalperod, and mediaeval and Isamic archacology. 
All comespondence can be addressed 1o the Segreeri del XIV Convegno della 
Assocttion of Souh Asiah ATchaslogst, G 9t o per IATa ¢ POrente, 248 Via 
Menulana, 100185 Roma, ltaly. Tl - +30 6 487 4273; Fax - +39.6 487 3138, 

35th ICANAS: Budapest, Hungary, 7-12 July 1997 
Dunhuang and Turfan Symposium of the International Dunhuang Project 
Further t0 our announcement n Ediion 1 of our Newsleter, we would ke 1 inform you abou the 
Dunhuang and Tufan panel organised by Dr, Susan Whiteld and Dr. Simone-Chiistiane 
Raschmann. This sympostum will concentrate on the archacology of the Silk Road, panicuarly on 
the manuscript indsfrom Dushuang and Turfan and recet esearch and iniiaives. The Symposium 
willbe divided ito two main pars: *Slk Road Archacology in the Twenteth Centiry® (1900-1930 
and 1930-1997) and "Intermational Scholarsip on the Discoveries", with the late further divided 
into"Conservation, co-operation and acees n the futur” and "The textual radition". 
Th dat s of spaker or te it part iclde Moniqu Coben (P Pela, 1906-1908), . Harmatia (On Sch) e Feer Lk (Fnd s of mamusryts rom he Turan Arc) Deis Sino (Pt Peon, Wang Jian (Scns ourh expediion), Gabele el (Sein's comespondencey Gt 00 GO o s T o e (s o iprtaion i Dunbuang fiatel Goumens: Pyt 10 sy, Sk . Koy (36 Effochung der Rancadenale n Dubhiang wad o) Lila Recil St (1 oy el o Dunhunginhe S colcio) s Lot aner (O e g of 3 vll ing o Bese). 
Forth second par confrmed spakersare Naddezha Brovenko (Prblens of conservation in the SU Pecrsburg Cllcion. Thomas SchmiederJappe (The Beri dtbas: new developments). Susan Wit (The IDP daabase), Ly Clrk (Onthe dting f Uighur manuscrips). Jten Oda (Chancerisic ofthe Buddhit apocypta Uighu exts Sz ikt an Sabi i), Nehmet 
Oimez (The Uighur version of the Xustzang biography), Georges-Jean Pinuit (Fokharian documens rom th Taklamakan Deser), Chisiane Reck (84,000 hine mads n & Manchacan Sopdin tale?, Rong Xinjang (Chinese documents from Turan ater 1957), Tsuneki Nishiwtki Vinaya-monk Xuanfan on manusrpt Ch. 57 i th Berin Turan colccion. i . Tuguseva, (O some Uighur manuscrp ragments i th St Peersburg cllction. 
Other speakers with papers not yet confimed: Jens-Une Hartman, Lev N. Menshikov, Simone. 
Cristane Raschmann, Maganaa . Vorobyova Desyatovskaya, Helen Wang, Roderick Whitield, ‘Abdurishit Yakup. 

1Fyou wouldike mor nformtionpesecontactitheof the orgiser: 
Sinane Chtsione Rschmann, Katslogeringder Orenlsche Handihrife in Devtchland, Al Brin . Tofaforhing, Unietden Linden, 10117, Bein, Germany: P 453020370467 e = DS Whiild, e Itemational Dushuang Project,OIOC, The Brish Livay, 
‘Blackfriars Road, London SE1 8NG, UK. € ke Far 444 171 413785 & mal: sosanwhitied@bluk  
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NEW PUBLICATIONS 

Les arts de FAsie centrale Lacolietion Paul Pellot d musée natonal des arts asitiques - Guimet oo volumes (Feach text capions n French and Japanese. i by Jacques Gids. Paris: Reérion des Musées Natonaus: 1994 and 99, VoL 1376 pp., 216 colou paes, 45 lack and it photogaph. Vol 2 454 7, 241 colour pates, 151 back s whicphkogrphs. Enhd ardaton o Hero Fom. Loodo: St ublcaors. 1556 200 Thie voume s £600. 

“The two volumes of the Pelit collcton n the series of The At of Cenral Asia follow just en 
‘years aferthe three volumes of The Stein Collecion athe Brish Museum, and have been produced 
o th s cucing sandards of repaducion bt r sccompnied by 0 mor exense e 
Jacques Gids, Chief Curator at the Musée Guimet,i the main author, with conrbution by ther 
olleague n Paris, and by Professor Terukazu Akiyama, who alo edied the Japanese editon. The 
w0 volumes of the French edition, with an accompanying smallr volume containing the English 
text, translted by Hero Fresen (wih collaboration from the present witr), are avaiabl from 
Serindia Publications. 
  

  

“The Peliot collctions include mateials from Cental Asian sites and from the caves at Dunhuang. 
especaly the so-called Libary Cave. Both th sites themselves and the works of ar discovered 
them by Pellot areinroduced inlong essays, while the colour ltesar accompanied by substanial 
oA sgifcant number of woks v b e orcven pblshed Yo These 
nclude two'enomous silk paintings of the Avatamsaka sutra, whose exisience was not even 
suspected befor ther discovery. which was made aftr the main photography o the tWo volumes 

lrcady been completed. G2s discusses the compleies of the iconography i th essay "Two 
Unpublished Prntings from Dunhuang in the Peliot Collection”. Another fine sik. painting, 
showing. Manjusr on Mt. Wuta, had beeo omitted from Madame Nicole Vandier-Nicolass 
Catlogue of the Banieres et Peiiures de Touen-houan. Allhough the rlevant entry does ot 
Sugaesta dat, one might gues that this i not far emoved from the ate tenth or carly cleventh 
ey having reard o he il proporions 4 ik compiesions of the st fgures 
‘accompanying Manjusr. The magaificent over-ife-szed pai of guardan kings carved in wood, 
Here described as eight century, must also surely dte from the Song dynasty, o judge by thei 
‘exaggenated features and postures. Exacty how Pelio obtained thes and some ofth other wooden 
figurs is not always clea: most ofthem had previously been publshed oaly in  small catalogue by 
Frangoise Dends, withllustrations in black and whitethat could not do jusice o thelr qualty 

  

  

  

  

  

I i e T et e e e e e P e gt s ey o6 S i vk Sekeiaiy ok s S e e e e e e e s P Loy s e £ el EEale s i 
I both essays and enties, the authors emphasise the ned to sty the predominantly Buddbist 
clltre of Centl Asia having egard both 1o fts own development and 1o the links with the 
civilsaions outide s borders. Whie thetxts by which ideas were ransmittd acros th continent 
arevialforthe dentification of themes, Gis has lso no hesitated to ring experience of # diferent 
Kkind o bear on the subject. Ths, in 4 long essay on “The Picorial Language of Dunhuang’, he 
introduces  new theory concerning the use of colour in the painings on hemp cloth found a 
Dunhuang, where cern contrast techniques were developed (o make up for the constrsints of & 

n
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paricula palete, when ceain pure colours were notavalabe. This i an important methodological 
Contributionto the stdy of these paintings. 
I a section on the texties from Dunhuang, Madame Kiishna Riboud rightly focuses on the sutra wrappers for thelr intinsic interest and demanding techniques of manufacture, noting contenn 
parllels in the collections of the Shoso-in n Naa, and thir elevance (0 the huge numbers of sutra 
‘2nd other manuseripts found in the socalled Librry Cave. 
‘These two volumes are a welcome addiion to the ever-growing library of mateials on Central Asi 
‘which for centures was by far the most imporant arery of culural communicaton in the world. 
Apar from s abvious aeshetic appeal the materials they present will fumish much food for 
thought andfor scholarly research. Here two points need 10 be bome in mind. The first is tht the 
individual entiesin the Japanese cditon are Sometimes more exensive than those n the French 
edition (and the English transation). In the years tha it 00k for the work o be published, there 
‘were some diferences of opinion, which have genealy been Ieft unresolved. Secondly, the dating of matrial from a pumber of Central Asin sits, puicularly from Tumshuk, must surly be 
fectd by the decision toreain Waldschmidtand von Le Coq's dating of the artof Kucha and the 
sumounding s Albough Profssr Su Bafs e clioslogy” proposd i te s on 
Clinese Cave Temples published by Wenwu and Heibonsha) is based on Carbon 14 dates which 
need 1 be calibted in order o provide a definit daing, Angela Howards research has shown 
B the popescd el dang e wolwith e Ko Trven. mistonary nd vsiation 
acivity of Buddhist monks from Kucha in the third and fourh cenuries AD ('In Support of a new 
chronology for the Kizil mura paintings” n Archives of Asian A, no. 4, 1991, pp. 1-42). 
‘We canthus ook forward to r-examining the whole art o Seridia i the lght of the publications of 
the las ffcen years bothof the st themselves, such s Tumshuk, Kizl and Dunhuang. and of the 
mateialsexcavated o broughi from them o museums around the world. Fially, we can and should 
hope for further publication of this stture (o document other sites and collecions from this 
apparently inxhaustble storeof ultral rches. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

(RW) 

Problems of history and culture of Eastern Turkestan (Xinjiang) in antiquity. 

In the carly cighiiesan ide arose to work on the sceumulated material on the bistory and culture of 
Eastem Turkestan (Xinjang) in antquity. Rescarchers from the Insttute of Orenta Stdics of the 
Kusin Acadey f Sl (nliding Moseow and S Peersurg braches). e Hermiage 
Muscum, the Academy of Sciences of Tadzhikisan, and some other insttutions, agreed o 
particiate i witng  join work, The autho o this arice led tis projec, deermiing the plan of 
the work as a whole and of each volume, and editng all volumes. Besides  number of aricles 
dealing with individual problems. there were published two_volumes of collecions of rtices 
(Vostochny Turkestan | Srednyaya Azia. Istorya. Kultura. Svyazi. Under editorship by BA Litvnsky. Moscow, 1984, 239 p. ill; Vostochny Turkestan i Srednyaya Azia v siseme kulur 
drevnego i stednetekovogo Vostoka. Ed. Litvinsky. Moscow, 1986, 253 p.,il. Following this 
preparsory work there were published tree detied volumes under the general i Vostochny 

T'Sce, forcxampl, BA. Livisy.Lochri deve o cultary Vostochnogo Turkestan v lchestvanoy 
arubesoo ke (T Sty f Acient Hisoryand ol of st Tukesta s Home and o Sinc). 
Naroiy A | AT, 1962, N, .69-78; B Livisky. scichesie sy ostochoogo Tukestaa 1 reet Az 
vt (probimy ool chbchocs) (Hiorca e of st Turkesanad Cona A 
vy (e proiern of e clurlcommity - Vostochny Trkesan Srdeyay Ay sy, Kl 
Svyas, Moscon, 1984, pA25.  
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Tarkestan v drevnosti | rannem srednevekoy'e (East Turkestan in Antiquity and Eaty 
Mediscval Times). The volumes are not numbered but cach has a specal subile: 
- [1] Ocherk itori (Outines of history). Ed. S.L. Tikhvinsky and B.A. Litvinsky. Moscow, 

1988, 452, ills. - [2): Etnos. Yazyki. Relgi (Ehnology,languages and religions.) Ed. Litvinsky. Moscow, 1992, 
s a7p - 3 Khosyaisto, mteralnaya kol (Economy snd el clure). 4. Litvnsky. Moscow, o5, 339, . A fourh voldie, sbited “Architecuse and AT, i now s i prot but thre is 2 dly in 

Publcaon becase o Bk offus: 
Besides the i of i ricl,the group of suthors incldes numerous isoians, sinoogits, i, wehasologs, STt and NATOPOlog . Ao e soch et e sty 58 Rickicev,N- Dyakonovs, L. Gersenberk, A Khromov: 1, smong the Iing, Dr. F. Antonova, A, Chuguevsky L Chiye, §1. Gorlk, 5. Kiyasomy. M. Kryukov, & Libo: Lesnchenko, A N, B. Raevsy. V. Ranov. M. Vorobeva Deystovskaps. E. Zemal nd oers. 

  

Use was made of wrttn sources in diferent lnguages on a lrge scale, including published and 
unpublished lranian material; th publicaions of the reslt of archacologica expeditons: esearch 
mateials in Russian, Chinese, Japanese and wester languages: the museum collectons from St 
Petersburg, Pri, Berln, Tokyo, Kyoto and others. The chronoiogical limis of the work are from 
the Stone Age 0 the tenth century A.D. 
O the bassof a sysematic dscripon, classfaion and ccoun o the materials 8 e of fndamena concoion have ben rsched . parclar wih Tgar fo e oy By the Scond milemium B.C.. 35 & e of migrafon from i Eiropsn homelan. 3 layer of okharia popl had ppeared ' e s ofEx Turksan: Thi Tamscits ay it s Tokharan conined Iing i ar of th egon during et cenry & - Th second ancent i layer was the I o, Of spoi gnifcane wer the Khoan Sak. pople (ot o) One can sssume hat o the eing process i the egon thee o, who can b Tegaried s prot-Seythians, maily ccupid 1 wesen 14 southe s of Eavi Turkesta i way thy "wedged” the Tokhaans n. Ths ook plac in e e second - carly it millmium B Arcaclogicl matr 15 povide evicac fo this proces These i Seytans wes ancestors of the Khown Saka of e mes The ooy Tamans. specly Soane o e i paig . Sty e sy e o g These comacs became coser owing o the spread of Boddbem srough Cenr s 1m0 Eaicm Turkestan: The ndo Euroean Ingisie subaratum prevaled by 6 the il of ihe it il A D whe tt e pocesof comite and spreadin of Turkc s 4nd {onguages s No doubt there were i Chinee 4nd Tiean e st cents. The Compiion of el from.Srhseoloty. hSORcl KHECDe 1 ChBogTphy. a1d 1o ibtopoioay, in Easem and Westem Turketan, povies vidence that I aniaty nd in he A€ Age ey wer unied by i pates f conomy, and hard chne ingse,cutry o e i ot iporce o e ooy o e s Firketn nto mam s formaions. The s o he whole comple o e vt he 

  

ethno-cultral and histoical community with Western Turkestan had been a domiant constan o the 
hisory and culture of Easten Torkestan since aniquity and up to modern tmes. The Cental Asian- 
Eastem Turkestan ethno-cutual region was formed in aniquity and existed hroughout the Middie 
Ages. 

Professor BA. Livinsky, Instiateof Orietal Studiesofth Russian Academs o Sciences, Moscow, Russian Federation 
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Alchi Ladaks Hidden Bodbist Sanciary, the Sumisek e o oo Pon: Conbetons by Rber Lire s Kt B . Tone . s ik Sosamiting o R i SV e S0 
i olume st e htogpic svey of e vl inings and ey scptss ofhe Sumtst 3 e e mpl e cmplex of B srocures af Alch, a i ilage Ovetokin i nds some sevety Klomees westof Leh. The pains e periap the ins Surviving Campie of thrcentcenury Kashmi Syie, whi lso evcalng many Wesen Tican nd Cenl A e OFgeat mporance £om a1 Conogaphic PN o e, e pinings oreoer chue many SeEla Sces A & aumbr of nscpoRs e frmish s it imporat Tisorcal foraon.Prfessr Gocpper has underakn i cRensive cxaminaion of the painings, Supporc by Rober Lirote' Ingehous mappin of h Jonographic programme ke 3 & e, e Lot Da s ol s oo wih s st o ComevRion: o i appendi 

  

A Catalogue of the Gandhara Sculpture in the British Museum 
by W. Zwal. London: Bitsh Museum Pres, 1996, Two volumes: vol. 1: 432 pp., 16 colour 
plates, 20 back and white photographs; vol. 2: 360 p., 711 black and whe photographs. £120.00 
“The long awaited catlogue of the Brtsh Museuns extensive Gandharan colleton was finally 
published in November. Writen by Wiadimir Zwalf, former Assisant Keeper i the Department of Orenal Antiquiis, it publishes for the first time the enire colection of 680 objects with dealed 
descriptions and ilistrations, and comparisons where possible. The callecion was formed mainly 
from carly, unsystematc acqusitions by Britsh soldiers satoned in theNorth-West Frontier 
region, and then futherenriched with picesfrom some of theearlest excavatios; it s now one of 
the foremost Gandharan collectons in the world. This is the firs tme that any museum has 
published such a huge amount o matera from Gandhara in such dtal 

  

‘Volume I consisting of the tex, has  en chaper inroduction o the caalogue with extensive notes. 
“The chaptes are o such subjects s the name and the and, th remains of Gandhara, the history of 
the collécton, Buddhism in Gandhara, the stupa, status and images, rliefs, some arcitectural 
elements, rlics and reliquarics, and their art history. This is followed by the calogue which 
includes Sub-sections on the Buddha and Bodbisatva images, namtive reliefs, arcitecural picces, 
stuceo elies and reliquaries. Appendices follow on the ancint eras, the Jamalgurhi stirrisers, 
masons’ marks and on the technica examination and Conservation of (e sthceo scupture, writn by Andrew P. Middieton and Anna 1. Gill. This is followed by  deiled biblography and index, 
Volume I consists entirely of pltes. 
For further details, see the Briish Museu Press enclosure 
special promotion for readers of the CIAA Newsleter, 

  

this newsltter, which includes & 

Some recent publications in Russian 
I 1995 in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, the fist isue of a new edition of Cultural Treasures, was 
published instcad of the journal formerty 1sued twice yearly, Antiquiies of Turkmenisan: In the first issue of the new editon, in particuar, in the chapter ented “Hisiorcal Essays”, there are 
arices by Kh. Jusupov “The ancient pastof Turkmenistan” (pp.13-20) and B. Savisky “Great Silk 
Road" (pp21-32):ina chaper “Archiecturl Inheritance”,there is an aricle of A. Lapshin “On the 
question of arcitécturl functonal paralels t abuilding on Hill No 1 of the rual setement Garry- 
Qyamyz” (pp$7-95); in the chaptr “Information and notes”, A. Burkhanov contributes “Famous. 

15  
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Inscripions of Orkhon and Yerisei” (the aricle i in honour o the juble of the discovery of the 
‘Turko-Runi serip): i th chaptr “Personaia™ R Mamedoy contributes *V.A. Zhukovsky and his 
historical investgation of Merv”, N. Bagdasaran wries 125 years since the bith of W.W. 
Barthold". A Gubaey “Tireles investgator of the Hellenistc epoch” (for the 60th binthday of 
G.A. Koshelenko) an thre brief notes o mark the 80th bithday of G.A. Pugachenkova, by A. 
Khakimov, 1. Azimov and S. Gorshenina. This issve concludes with a bibliography which 
contains bref notes on new books and a st of the contens of the joumal Anquies of Turkmenistan over the twenty-ive years ofis pubication. 
The 150 yearsjublee of the Russian Academy of Sciences was celebrated in May 1996 in 
Petersburgin the Isttuteof the Hlistory o Mateal Culture, Russian Academy of Sciences, and i 
Moscow in the Russian Archacological Socity, with e publication of The Traditions of 
Russian Archacology, St. Petrsburg 1996, Among the contributions, the most intresting for 
‘CIAA readers were V.P: Nikonorov's “East Department of Russian Archaeological Society” (pp.37- 
40y . Abdulloev's “Archacology of Middie Asia in RAIMK-SAHMCTHMC" (pp.40-43) and 
B.Ja. Stavisky's “The Main Stagesof the Archacological Stadies o Middie Asa” (pp43-47). 

  

  

   

    

In another new publiction, New _Archacological Discoveries and Cultural Transformation Studies (St Petersburg, 1996).includes ariles lke N. Solovieva's “Tigyly- 
depe wal painings” (bp21-25): VI. Semenov's “The study of early Scythian cultue monuments n Tuwa® (pp25-29): M Kilunovskaya and VI, Semenov's “Th petroglyphs of SarygDash” (pp.29- 
31): M. Pahenitsina and N. Nicolaevs “New monuments of Scytian epoch in Southern Khakisia” 
(pp3234). S, Krasnienko's “The Siberian expedition works in 1987.1993" (pp34.40); 1. 
Lazareiovs “New materals from barrow cemeteryUibat V™ (pp.40-41): B. Marshak, V 
Raspopova, and V. Shkoda's “The excavations of Pendilkent in 1995" (pp 4243 K. Baipakovs 
“The explorations of the lnsitte of Archacology of the Academy of Scences of Kazakhstan® 
(pp:39-61); D. Abdulloev’s “IIl Intemational SymposiumUzbekistan. The contibution 1o 
civilsaion. Bukbara and world cultue” (p.113-115) The journal Drcvaost] (Antiquity issue 18, 
Moscow 1606, conansanarice by B Stavsky caial “The ol of Rsan, sciece it 
Sty and conservation of the cutua inheritance of the peopls of Middle Asia” (pp 42-45), 

  

  

  

The Archacological session in State Hermitage Museum (St. Petersburg, May 1996),is 
collecion of reports of archaeological sudies undertaken in 1995, presented on the 30th May 1996 
atthe archacologicalsession which took plsce inth State Hermitige Musean, These incuded L S 
Marsadolov's “Studiesof Sayan-Alai expedition in Al Mountains” (pp..7); B.I, Marshak, V.1 
Raspopova, V.G, Shkoda's “The excavations at Pendiikent in 1095 (9p.24-25) without 
illrion s published in th Iniute of Fistory of Matea Cutures G.L. Semenon S.N 
Makeev, LK. Malkil's The excavationsa Paykend 1 1995" (pp25-28) 

  

   

  

Prof. Dr. Boris Savisky, 
Russian State Universityfor Humanities, Moscow, Russian Federation 

(Translason courtesy . Antonina Durina-Barkovskay) 

Central Asia. A Lonely Planet travel survival kit by John King, John Noble and Andrew 
Humpheys. Vicora, Ausrala: Lonely Planet, June 1996. $39 pp. £11.99 
“The latest aditon o this well-known seiesfor budget ravelles. This is  timely volume given the 
oty of ol 1 coomic e e Frr, St prof Gl A St 
sections deal with Kazakstan, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenisan, Westem Xi 
nd the Karakorum Highway. It gives  bieak bt elisic assssment of ndepéndent ravel i this 
region. 
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Traditional Textiles of Central Asia by Junet Harvey. London: Thames & Hudson, 1996. 
160 pp, 262 lustrations (212 n colour). £24.95 
A wellviten book containing suning,photographs of texils, many of which are fom the author's own salection. The pook Incues & vl glosary 4ad 8 s of rlevat museam olcion. o Whichmay be added the Mary Museu n Turkmaisian (s p 3 of this Newsieaer hich nclsde oot Geve 1 pemanen lhpographc disleys. 

  

  

Usbekitan, Erben de Seldensirase by obnnes Kaler & Mg Pl S D g s 1095 568 e s et roughont o   

A large and lavishly produced calogue t0 accompany a major wavellng exhibiton ilusring 
Usbek history and ethnography. This cxhibition opened in Stutgar s currently showing in Berln 
(uni December 1996) and then moves i an amended form to Rotierdam. The caalogue consiss of 
essays amanged i foursecions - Dic e Sidensirass, Transoxanien vom 4. Jh. v. Ch. bis . Jh. 
. Chr. Zentralasen n islamischer Zit, 8. bis 15. Jabrhunder, Turkestan zur Zit dr Usbekischen 
Chanae, 16. bis 20 Jahrhunder, and Usbekistan. Most of the illusirated pieces belong o museum collectionsin Tashkent, Samarkand and Germany. 

Dr. St John Simpson, Brtsh Museun 

Xuanzang. A Buddhist Pilgrim on the Silk Road by Sally Hovey Wriggins. Foreword by Frederick W. Mote. Colorado and Oxford: Westview Pres, 1996. v, 263 pp. fl. £24 
“This book is concemed with the sixtcen-year pigrimage to India made by the seventh-century 
(Chinese monk Xuanzang. The author, who journeyed in Xuanzang’s footseps, draws on copious 
Secondary sourcs to roduce a volume of iterst 10 both scholrs and traveles n which history. 
ity and elgionare ey blaned. I il s with mapsan phosogaps o i 
nd works of ar 

Geisterstidte der Sudlichen Seidenstrasse. Entdeckungen in der Wiste Taklamakan 
by Chiistoph Baumer. Preface by Gerd Gropp. Sttgarc Belser Veriag, 1996, 192 pp., 180 
photographs. DV. 98 
“The author descies bisjouney alon the Souther Sik Roud rercig the fooseps of fumous cxplores. The book covrscuurl, il ad egious devlopment s partof Cenal Asia ol domers e vy nd RSy o e g anaieopal S eh o Ravke Kradone, Niya, Miran and Lolan. Exch it s lustnted by nimerous new colour phoographs 
taken by the author as well as by older pictures taken by Sven Hedin, Aurel Stein and Emil Trinkler. 

  

The Heritage of Central Asia. From Antiquity (o the Turkish Expansion by Richard 
Frye. Princelon: Markus Wiener Publishers, 1996. 264 pp. £12.95   

Drawing upon his extensive knowledge of the fied, the author presens here an excelent and 
accessble summary of the most importnt strands of the caly history of Central Asia Having first 
presented a geographical outline, Professor Fiye goes on 10 trace he movement of peoplcs and rligions along the anient trade fouts. Th book contins up-to-dte information and includes 15 
‘appendices bref notes on ltrary Sources, coinage, languages, place-names and Sogdian detes.  
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New publications from India 
Marg Publicaions of India, which is a non-profitmaking organisation commitied o fostring in 
India and abroad an awarenes of th rich cultural heritage of India and its siser ciilisaions, 
celbrats s fifth yea of publication with two volumes which may be of ineret 1o uf readers: 
On the Path to Void: Buddhist Art of the Tibetan Realm, cdited by Dr. Praapaditya Pal, 
‘with  foreword by His Holiness the Dali Lama, 1996, US $ 95,00/ £63.00, atiempts 1 prsent an 
overview of the art and archiecture of Tibet. In three sections on architectual monument, 
Scalptue, and paifing and fabric images, the esays by expert focus on the monasercs, palaces. 
icons, wal-pantings and thankas of Tibe and present a panorama of Tibean culture from within 
ibet a5 wel s from sitesinIndi such as Alchi and Tabo. 

  

Unseen Presence: The Buddha and Sanchi edited by Vidya Dehejis, with photographs by KB, Agrawla, US $S5.00. Chapter by renowned experts include “Sanchi. and the Art of 
Buddbism” and “The Animated World of the Toranas" by Vidya Debejs, “Discovery and 
Restoration of the Monuments” by Debala Mitra,“What'sin a Nam: The Religious Function of the 
Early Donatve Inscriptions™ by Gregory Schopen, “The Fist Beginnings: Sculptures on Stwpa 
by Maurizio Taddei, and many more. 

  

   

  

Other Indian publcatons include: 

  

India in Early Central Asia. A survey of Indian scripts, languages and literatares in 
Central Asia of the fist millennium A.D. by B.N. Mukherie. New Delhi: Harman 
Publishing House, 1996. Rs.600. 
This ecetpublication by PrfessorB.N. Mukhere ncludes chpters on ndian scrips, angusges and gt in any Conrl A, Knaroshl eipions and e Kingdom of Shn-shan, and Sppenices onthe i ofthe ducion of B i Cenrl Adi, & mixed” srp of Conil 
X0 he i borderands, the Chasran egend n Cen Avi. Shn-shan and e Kushana empie e 

  

    n. An exploration of material life_and the thought of people, AD 
08300y i LI S G alvery P 1050 £15 
“This .2 new book by the author of the eatier Ancien India and Ancient China Trade and Religious 
Exchanges AD 1600 (OUP, Delhi, 1994). I inludes chapters on the ise of Buddhist folk eligion 
and relic transactions, itk and Buddrism, silk in Byzantiom, the cult of saints and Chrstan 
expansion, Chrsianity and the sl trade, the ise of Ilam and the Tiz system and the ik trade 
nder e rule. 

    

‘The Indus-Saraswati Civilisation. Origins, Problems and Issues by S.P. Gupta. Deli 
Prtibha Prakashan, 1996, Rs. 750 
In this work, Dr. S.P. Gupt renames the Indus or Harappan civilisaion 15 the "Indus-Saraswati 
Civilsation’due o the fact hal oW hers e many more KBOWn Sies in he Saraswatlbasin than 
around the Indus. The book includes detriled accounts of the excavatons carried out in India st 
Dholavirinthe Rann of Kachchhin Gujarat, and at Kunl in the b . 

“The book also analyses the uestion of the Aryan invasion ofthe ity of Harappa and the massacre st 
Mohenjodaro and the controverial issu of the ety of the Harappans and the Vedic Aryans. 
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Exploring Central Asi 
10 volumes. New Delhi: Bhavana, 1996, £200 
“Ths is a reprintof mainly inetcenth and  few carly twentith century travel books of journeys n 
(Central Asta. It should be of interst for anyone planning 1o visit the area and wishing to gain & 
feeling for Cental Asiai the days before modem ravel 

  

Bumaby. F. Trvels and dventures n Cenral Asis: A Ride o Khiva 
Skine, C.P.  Chinese Cenil Ai: Traves n Nothen Kashmir and Chicse Tekestan 
Holdich, TH.  Through Cenial Asi Wyely,C.  Tribesof Cenral Asix: Fom the Black Mowntains o Wazistan 
Vambery. A, Travls in Centl Ass Joumneyfrom Tehean scross Turkenan Deset on the Exsem Shore f the Caspa o Kbivs, Bokiar & Samarkand 
Marin,C. Reconniting Cnirl Axx: locering Advenures i h region yng between Rovaaand I " SR 
Earl of Dunmore  The Pamirs: A year's Espediton on horscback and on foot through Kashi, 

‘Westen Tibet, Chinese Tarary and Russian Central Asia 
Thorbum, 5. Asiaic Neighbours 
Shaw, R Visis o High Tarary 
Atkinson, T.W.  Traves inthe Region the Upper and Lower Amoor 

UNESCO's History of Civilizations of Central Asia, vol. III: The Crossroads of 
Civilsations A.D.  250-750. Edied by B.A. Litvinsky. Co-editors: Zhang Guang-la and R. 
Shabani Samghbadi. Muldle History Seres. Paris: UNESCO Publishing, 1996. FF 300 

   

“The third volume n thi colaborative effrt by some of the foremost world expert i the field has 
Just been rleased by UNESCO. Topics deat with by varous scholars include Sasanian Iran, the Kushano-Sasanian kingdom, Kidartes and Hephthalies, the Gupia period in India, Sogdiana, the 
ity-statesofthe Taim Basin, the Tirk empire and the ATabconquest. 

ARTHUR PROBSTHAIN 
ORIENTAL BOOKSELLER 

41 GREAT RUSSELL STREET 
LONDON W18 3PL 
Tel & Fax: 0171 636 1096 

  

Books reviewed above and many others on Central Asia avalabl here  
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READERS’ COMMENTS 

A new section of the Newsletter is introduced in this issue. The 
editors do not necessarily subscribe to the opinions presented, but 
We hope to scimilate discussion on the issues presented in this or 
previous editions. We begin with coments sent in response to “New 
biscoveries in Kushan Chronology” by Joe Cribb, CIAA Newslstter 3, 
July 1996, pp. 1-3. 
Ay in the ointment -   i heretical view of carly Indian chronology 
by RC.Senior, Buteigh Cours, Somerset, UK. 
In Newsleter 3, Joe Crib has ouined his refinements of wht has, over the last several decades, 
become the accepted chronology for event in norh-wesiem India during the firs ceotry AD. 
Becase of he pacity andunelabity o o sources, it cdence as ben ved 
several suthors fo back up tis chronology bt 1 would cauion all Students not 10 acept ¢ven suc 

Solid seeming material s eliabe.Inthe ight of new nformation and by dint of his own study Joe 
as himsel densfied one and the same coin type a5 belonging t thre diferent generaions of the 
same faily during the space o the last decade, and comecly s0-1 We allhave 0 constanty evise 
‘and amend our views of event n this drk period s new materal sheds a e more light on what 
might have actally happened. 
“The following s an outin? of how I se th chronology, based 0 a ifetme's experience amassng. 
the most comprehensive colecion of Indo-Scythic cous ever formed and examining many more 
hoards ofthis period than any otheriving collector. 
The two crucisl poits upon which my chronlogy i basd e (1 th bl tere was aly ne King caled Ases(who e 6020 BC)and whyprobably founded he Vi e of S5 BC, i 2 Gondophars. mied i tefs cenry BC, ot AD. The dtin o Gondoptares 1 he st mporant ecane sl the- iher cronciogy b wpon s dtes. 1, 4 1 resoned. by most s s centy he st Gondopiares metoned i the T4Ki-Da necrphon e b Wou have el CAD 19-30+ (usuming that e er mentoned n hat nscrpion 5 4 15 most probablche Vikrma ) Th povlms e o he ons | hve found mpossie > TRconclewihhe cinage, Gondopharc i e shcsssorof Ave - 45 i dte e i scon o b et i e o fony Sers e s | nd AD 191 ot {hesccessors o Godopares, Ahgees Shcs 2 th Kb rlrs K Kadphises. Wi ek Soer Mogeyand Wima Kadpttes sl b b Compresed it SOmeng 65t hiry J6as i Kanihi was- (o be aceped s dh founder o e Saka . of 75 AD: This i clary Impossiic and Kanishka has teen moved to amywere between AD 100 snd AD 278 i Scommodat the fck. Even with e caier o e i, a dceped b Joe b, one s il ing 1o compres & hge amoun o cinage i around iy yrs. Condopares | ks the {iron for s sver Sisan crinage rectly from te o of P 11 7057 BO) and Miradats I (57-54 BO) of Pathia o in orcare and use of Nike rom the former and lary the unusal legendofthe ater(Slivood: 4 Ircicion 1ot Conge of P ink,London 1950 1.1 and 41.17). His coms e counermaed wih symbol &t 1+ oty 

    

“The sl Bl Carel oppe drchns. Allocated e Nmismatc irnicl, 195 0 Kojla Kadphises, in"Cols, CltreandHisoy nthe Aniet Word 1995, i granson Wi Kadpis 1 i e, ight of b Raba rscrpion o Wina Tk, Ko . B o e i hre s obvioaly 0 lce dage sl my evidenc o ressnin - s v b 1 cteselsnhere 2 will onne 0 produce bt il n e nirodcio 0 Ctaloghe o ol S coms 
W am compleing Th cologue o e coin e b e o 1 e e rdcion e 15 
e of e, Hopefly st yar il e compieon 1 policaion 
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otherwise found countermarked on coins of the period of Orodes I (57-38 BC) and early Phraates 
IV(382 BC). To my mind he mst fall nt tis period somewhere. 
‘Whothen i the Gondopharesof the Takht . Bahiinscrition ? 

Afer Az died 20 B, a seres f posthumous coinags was issued in both Pustkalavati (Palas 
revers types) and Gandrar (Zeus Nikephoro types). The fomer are disingushed by thei syle, 

nograt and letring and were issued i he pame of Azes (misspelled over a consideable 
0. The mles of Pushlalava seem 10 be the people we now cllthe Avicaras and their 

Founder was Viayamitra We have seveal egna years for Vijayamit from o 32 and he is 
menioned n n iscipion of year ‘Asés 77 which would b s 39t year. On the Indrvarma 
Caske of Azes year 63 (AD 5/6) Vijayamiz s mentioned s Avacara and the inscrition ends i 
the year 25' 1 believe that this is his regnal year too and this would mean that he rued in 
Pushikalavai from 20 BC to AD 19. The posthumous Azes coinage of Pallas-ype above mentioned 
must have ben fsued by him. i son was Indravasu who [sued 4n exremely rre conage n his 
own name. This would lsobe in ¢ AD 19: Indravas wes followed by Aspavar in Pushsalvat 
Who rled il thetme of Wi Taku. These rlers were contemporarcs of Gondophares and i 
immediesucesor and nephon Abdagse 11 nrsing ey allowed e Avicares 
autonomy in Pushkalavat. Except for an il and rare Palas coinage 1n he area, Gondophares 
struck no more coinsof Palastpe thereand hissuceessor none atall. Abdagass wassucceeded by 
 ler who cals himself on iscoins Gondophares Sass e oo strck coins nthe whol ndo- 
‘Panthian ream except Pushkalavat. Thi h lft to be rled by his elative (he 1 called nephew of 
Aspa onhis Sind comage), Aspavarma. Sascs issued 1o Pl tctradachms a il and 1 believe hat 
from AD 19 onwards Aspavarma 1 Pushkalavat and Gondophares Sass (everywhere else) nled 
simaltancously il vanguished by Wima Taktu ¢.AD 46/50. 

  

    
  

  

‘Gondophares Sases i the Gondophares of the Takht--Bahiinscipton and his coins are commanly 
found there. 
“This leaves considerable ime 10 accommodate the coinage of Wima Taktu and Wima Kadphises 
before AD 78 and | personaly sl fee that Kanishka was it founder. Since the tme of General 
‘Cunningha it ha been suggested that Chasans founded the Saka era of 78 but | have my doubts. 

18 my hronclogy 1 uined aove 5 conec hen e denc o 50por s crerdtg o 
hastana, 

  

I summary, | would place the sol king Azes c.60.20 BC, Gondophares | approximately ¢.45-5 
BC, Abdagnis .5 BC to AD 19 and Gondophares Sass ¢ AD 19 6 AD 4650 Kujla Kadphises 
wotld fal ©25 BC to AD 25, Wima Taktu ¢AD 25 10 55 and Wima Kadphises CAD 55 to 75, 
There is always a danger in’ only sclecing evidence that supports one's own theory and not 
presenting con-evidence but this noe is ntended to ouine what | fee is nearer th corrct Sequence of event (as opposed 1 the orthodox version) and the full argument 1 shll hope o give 
clsewhere. 

Onthe et e e some of the o e 
1) Sive drchm o Gondophre (45 B BO)from Sisan 2)Coper et of GondpharsSases ¢ AD 19 3650, Archsia 5)Siter e ofte e of Viyamir ¢ 20 5C - AD 19, Psbalava 3 Basser e of It (AD 19, Pithars 5)Base et of Adpavarm (< AD 19 50, Pisiara 
9 Terwdochmal Gondopbars 1 n Gdiar  Terdchm of Abagis €S BC- AD 19), Ganhara ) Termdochm o Gondopars S, Gachars 5 Temdachn o rsthumos Az e (30 BC - AD 5, Toila 

5 sppears i Grek o i Archosincinag bot sy asewherea s Saes. It s n Kbt on vinally il s o 
2  
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10 Teriech of Abdgees.Tuxa 1) B irchm o Gondopares e, Taxla 12 Coperdrachen of Aspavarea s n Talac. AD 4650 
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inal words from the Editors 

Dear Readers, 
You may notice that ve have changed the format of the Newsle: 
this edition. We have also chosen a new logo, one that is b 
a motif familiar from Sasanian silk textiles and which came o be 
widely distributed throughout Inner Asia: 
Publication order forns accompany this edition of the Nevsletter. 
You Can order books directly from the publishers using the forms enclosed. We would add that this -advertieing’ is part of our fund 
Zaising activities, for we receive a small commission on orders 
placed with the publishers using these fomms. Please contact us if 
you would like to place advertisements in future issues of the 
Newslotter. Advertising rates are available on reques: 
We have now introduced a membership schene and enclose the relevant 
form. Thank you in advance for your support. 
We are most grateful to all those of you who have contributed 
infornation or articles. We also thank all those who have already 
becone members of the CIAA or Who have very kindly sent donations. 
Finally, we regret to announce that the CIAA www site is still not 
yet up and running, and hope that the situation will change in the coming year. 

  

  

  

The Comittee of the CIAA 

FORTHCOMING CIAA LECTURES 
22 January Dr. Mary Stewart (University of Westminster) 
B102, 6pm “Cinese Pilgrim Monks and Innr Asian Monasteies™ 

26 February Robert Knox (British Museum) 
B102, 6pm “Akra, the Ancient Capita o Bannu (NWFP, Pakistan)” 

March Professor Boris Stavisky (Russian State University for 
Humanities, Moscow) 
1o be announced 

Apil Mne, Krishna Riboud (Paris) 
o be announced 

7May Dr. Youngsook Pak (SOAS) 
B103, 6pm “The Otani Cllecionin Seoul” 
21 May Dr. Vesta Curtis (British Museum) 
B102,6pm “Parthian Furmitur™ 
11 June Dr. David Scott (Brunel University) B102,6pm “The Developing World of Iranian Buddhism™ 

(BI02 s inthe Brunei Gallry,opposite the main SOAS building) 

   



  [Address: Department of Art and Archaedlogy, SOAS (Universiy of London), Thormhaugh 
Street, Russell Sauare, London, WCTH OXG, UK 
Jo-mall: caa@soasac.k 
fax:"+44-171-436-3844_Cattn._cAA")     
  ccian, 199  



I (i I 
1154 05065036 

15 £ 84tn Stveet 
New York, NY 10028 
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CIA, Department of Art and Archacology, SOAS (Universiy of London), 
Thomhaugh Stret, Russell Square, London WCIH 0XG, United Kingdom. 

‘e-mail:can@soss.ac.uk fux: +44 171 436 3844 (atn CIAR)   


