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Preface

This study of status declarations in Roman Egypt was originally written in 1971-72 and
edited for publication in 1972-73, and for various reasons, has been delayed in its progress toward
publication. Although normally such a delay is undesirable, it has enabled me to collect and study
evidence which has appeared subsequent to the completion of the manuscript. Unfortunately this
new evidence cannot without substantially increasing publication costs be incorporated into the
chapters which follow this preface. The publisher, however, has generously consented to the
inclusion of new material in this preface to the study, and for this opportunity to bring the account
of status declarations up-to-date, I am very grateful to him.

As [ indicated in the introduction written several years ago, there is no comprehensive study
of status declarations. That assertion remains true today, although there have been some
publications which briefly discuss the declaration in general or deal with specific types of
declaration. These studies should be consulted by those who seek to understand and interpret the
status declarations:

Orsolina Montevecchi, “Nerone a una polis e ai 6475, Aegyptus 50 (1970) 5-33.

Pharouk Chaphes El-Kanti, H “EITIKPIZIZ" EN THI PQMAIKHI AITC'YIITQI (Athens
1973).

Orsolina Montevecchi, La Papirologia (Milan 1973) 181-84.

C.A. Nelson, “Eiskrisis: The Identity and the Function of the Officials”, Akten des XIII.
Internationalen Papyrologenkongresses (Munich 1974) 309-14.,

Orsolina Montevecchi, “L'Epikrisis dei Greco-Egizi"’, Proceedings of the XIV International
Congress of Papyrologists (London 1975) 227-32.

P.J. Sijpesteijn, “Some Remarks on the Epicrisis of ol dnd yepuvaoiov in Oxyrhynchus”, BASP
13 (1976) 181-90.

J.E.G. Whitehorne, ““The Functions of the Alexandian Ephebeia Certificate and the Sequence of
PSI XII 1223-1225", BASP 14 (1977) 29-38.

In addition to these studies of the declarations, several declarations themselves have been
published since my manuscript was edited and set. None of these declarations forces me to revise
or change my conclusions as they were originally stated in the manuscript; in fact, one declaration
recently published has convinced me not to change a conclusion which I had made on the basis of
insecure and practically non-existent evidence. For convenience in reference to the discussion of
status declarations in the following chapters, the declarations to be added to my study will be
listed and discussed in the order found there.
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. METROPOLITE (Chapter 1I}

Chapter 11, note 1 has a list of documents which make reference to the metropolite epikrisis
but are not themselves status declarations. To this list can be added:

PStrassb 363 (Hermopolis, 146-47 A.D.), probably a census return in which reference 1s
made to an individual examined (émx ( ) ) in a designated year,

SB 10219 (Arsinoe, 161 A.D.) in which an individual refers to himself as émuxenpipuévos by
a prefect in the designated year.

POxy XLI 2981 (II century A.D.), a letter dealing with the registration of some property. A
brother is advised to “clear up the matter of the official registration™ (& meol TV £xixOLOLY).

The list of metropolite declarations also must be augmented. Three new declarations from
Arsinoe have been published as:

PMed inv 71.44 (96-98 A.D.) = Aegyptus 54 (1974) 22-28.

PStrassb 385 (= PStrassb 134 of 187 A.D.).

PStrassb 547 (161-69 A.D.).

PStrassb 385 is a republication of PStrassb 134 on the basis of the discovery of additional
fragments belonging to the earlier declaration. Added is the title of the official as ex-agoronomos,
ex-gymnasiarch, and member of the epikrisis commission (woog 7] émxoioe). The abbreviated
titles have been resolved as singulars, probably because the signature ending the declaration is
that of one official only. Since, however, other declarations addressed to two officials have only
one of their signatures, these abbreviations could represent plurals. The official’'s name
(Ammonios) has been restored from PGen 18,

In Chapter 11, note 11, I suggest with reference to PStrassb 134 that the declarant may have
been a mother for her son. The editor of PStrassb 385 indicates that the boy is to be identified as
her slave whose name is Eros ("Eowg). Unless the name requires slave status for the boy, he could
have been her son. His status has been lost in lacunae. The woman’s name was "Advdowov Tob
Zoufd,

PStrassb 547 like PStrassb 385 follows the standard form for Arsinoite metropolite
declarations. A very fragmentary document, it lacks names and titles of the officials. although
signatures in two different hands suggest that ex-gymasiarchs conducted the examination. Lost
also are the declarants” names and the son’s name. The surviving text begins with the declaration
proper, with an indication that the proper credentials have been appended. Included as evidence
of qualification for the status are enrollments in a census by declarants and their son.

PMed inv71.44 is the most complete and interesting of these new metropolite declarations.
It too follows the standard form defined in Chapter II. but it provides more evidence in its
credentials section than the other declarations. Submitted by Eudaimonis (along with Horion, her
son and guardian, since her husband Chairemon has died) for her son Dionvsios. the declaration is
addressed to Diogas, an ex-kosmetes and member of the epikrisis commission (moos T
enirnpioer). Itis possible, and perhaps likely, that Diogas was also identified as an ex-gymnasiarch
in the space following his listing as ex-kosmetes. All other Arsinoite declarations with this section
preserved indicate that the officials (usually two) were ex-gymnasiarchs.

The boy Dionysios has reached the proper age for examination (mooofefnxotos ic
(Townaioeraeteic)). In keeping with the declarant’s inclination to provide full and detailed
information, the boy is described as donuoc, a descriptive feature found in no other declaration of
this type.

The credentials section like that of PRyl 11 103 and BGU 1 109 is very detailed. Several
enrollments in the census are listed, including that of the mother and her guztr:d ian son, the boy’s
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grandfather’s earlier enrollment, the enrollment of Dionysios and his two sisters, and the
registration of Dionysios &v yoagf] dgmhixwy (a status group which will be discussed later in this
preface). Montevecchi has a good discussion of this evidence in the introduction to her study of
the document.

2. THE GYMNASIUM CLASS (Chapter III)

The most useful recent study of the epikrisis is that of P.J. Sijpesteijn in BASP 13 (1976)
181-90 (“Some Remarks on the Epicrisis of ol &mxd yupvaoiov in Oxyrhynchus”). In his remarks,
Sijpesteijn presents an excellent discussion of the general epikrisis of 72/73 A.D.in Oxyrhynchus
conducted by the strategos Sutorius Sosibius, the basilicogrammateus Nicandros, and their
commission.

Sijpesteijn (p. 183, note 14) also points out that POxy XVIII 2186 and PSIV 457 should be
corrected in the listing of the official’s titles. Instead of ex-gymnasiarchs, the officials to whom the
declarations were addressed were moumaywyol, and in my list of officials for Oxyrhynchite
gymnasium declarations the title yupvaciagyioag should be replaced by nowrtaywydg (for this
official see POxy XLIII 3102.2). For additional comments on POxy XVIII 2186, see P. J.
Sijpesteijn, “Some Remarks on POxy XVIII 2186, "Cd’E 51(1976) 141-45.

The list of Oxyrchynchite declarations in Sijpesteijn includes three documents which have
appeared since my chapter on the gymnasium class was written. Two are still unpublished and
have not been seen by me, but, as Sijpesteijn indicates, they follow the standard form for
gymnasium declarations. The third declaration has been published by Orsolina Montevecchi in
Aegyptus 54 (1974) 29-30. These documents are:

PMed inv 72.16 (117 A.D. = Aegyptus 54 (1974) 29-30)

POxy inv 46 5B. 49/K (6) and (7)

PMich inv 1935 (272 A.D.)

PMed inv 72.16 begins in the credentials sections and includes a reference to the general
epikrisis of 72/73 A.D. and to the ypoagn of 4/5 A.D. The other two documents lack the reference
to the 72/73 A.D. general census. For more information about the documents, see Sijpesteijn.

In ZPE 24 (1977) 143-46, Orsolina Montevecchi discusses the date of PSI'V 457 and
concludes that the editor has correctly assigned it to 276 A.D.

In my original study of the gymnasium class, I decided not to include several applications for
registration of children in a tdEws T@v duniixav (or oupoiwyv), a preliminary procedure to the
epikrisis for entrance to the gymnasium class. The existence, however, of several Oxyrhynchite
documents recording this procedure should be noted in this study of status declarations, since the
registrations serve the purpose of providing evidence eventually to be used in the epikrisis.

These applications have been discussed and listed by Orsolina Montevecchi, “Denunce di
nascita di greco-egizi”’, Aegyptus 27 (1947) 3-24, and by Paul Mertens, Les services de I'état civil
et la contréle de la population & Oxyrhynchus au Ille siécle de notre ére (Brussels 1958) 48-65.
Additional information can be found in several recently published documents: POxy XXXVIII
2855 (where a list of documents is given to supplement Montevecchi and Mertens); XLIII 3136:
XLIII 3137; and XLIV 3183.

The registration of the boys, who have been described in the Oxyrhynchus documents as
Sdexddooaypog dmd yupvaoiov, took place some time before they underwent epikrisis. Ages
vary, but frequently the boys have been registered before their tenth birthday.

In a few documents (PCornell 18; BGU XI 2120; and POxy XLIII 3136), girls also have
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been registered. A good explanation for this has been given in the introduction to POxy XLIII
3136: “The necessity for registration of girl§ of this class arose probably because those who
claimed the privileged status were required to prove that they were “born of parents, both of the
metropolite twelve-drachma class’ (€2 GUEOTEDV YOVEWY PN ToomOAITOY dwdERadodywy, VIII
1109, X 1316, PSI X 1109)."

These registrations, therefore, eventually served the purpose of supporting the later claims
of the boys to the status certified by an epikrisis.

3. EISKRISIS: EPHEBES (Chapter V1)

After this chapter was written, Revel Coles edited and published another eiskrisis
declaration of the second century A.D. from Bacchias. The text can be found in “New
Documentary Papyri from the Fayum™, JJIP18 (1974) 177-78. This declaration, of which the first
half is completely missing, has the form characteristic of the declarations which I have called
“Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian”. The surviving text provides us with the name of the boy to be
examined and with the parents’ request that steps be taken to add his name to the ephebe list.

The text of another declaration (PSI XII 1225) is improved by J.E.G. Whitehorne.
“Corrections to PSI XII 1225, BASP 12 (1975) 122-25.

In my discussion of the status requirements of the boy’s parents, I suggested that the only
requirement for the mother was that she be a citizen and at least a freedwoman. The evidence for
the status comes both from the status declarations (where she is listed as a citizen, except in the
Bacchias declaration where her status designation has been lost) and from extracts from the
ephebate register (which normally indicate that she was a citizen). A list of published extracts can
be found in note 19 of my chapter. To that list should be added an extract published by Revel
Coles, ““Extract from the Ephebate Register™, JIP 18 (1974) 178-80. Coles’ extract from the late
second century A.D. may provide evidence for a freedwoman status for the mother. See his
restoration in line 2 (&me[hevitépa) and his discussion of the problem.

An excellent study of the use of these certificates making up the ephebate register can be
found in J.LE.G. Whitehorne, ““The Functions of the Alexandrian Ephebeia Certificate and the
Sequence of PSI XII 1223-1225," BASP 14 (1977) 29-38.

For the identification of the officials involved in the eiskrisis process, see my study published
in the Akten des XIII. Internationalen Papyrologenkongresses (Marburg/Lahn 1971) 309-14.
The evidence and conclusions of that study have been repeated in this study without substantial
changes.

4. GEROUSIA DECLARATIONS (Chapter VIII)

In addition to the documents discussed in Chapter VIII, there are five others which pertain
to the gerousia of Oxyrhynchus. There documents are: POxy XLIII 3099-3102, all apparently
applications to join the gerousia, and PLond inv 2193 =SB 9901 = Mertens, Les services 88-92
(an oath concerning residents of a dwelling in Oxyrhynhus, including "Totvhiov Myvodweov 1ov
nol Xowgnuova daeoety dvia v tolg mevoixovia olxov yeoovoioc).

From these new Oxyrhynchus applications we have further information about the nature
and function of the gerousia. Ages of the applicants fall in the same broad range attested in the
documents discussed in the chapter: 58 (3099), 53 (3100}, and 63 (3101). From youngest to




oldest all attested ages therefore are: 53 (POxy XLIII 3100), ca. 54 (PSI XII 1240), 58 (POxy
XLIII 3099), 63 (POxy XLIII 3101), and 68 (PRyITV 599). For a discussion of this range of ages,
see POxy XLIII 3099.7 (note) where two possible explanations are given: (1) replacement of
former members by election of new members to an organization having a fixed number of places,
or (2) admission near the founding year of the gerousia of all who were above the minimum age
and who possessed the required status.

Two of the new Oxyrhnchite applications also indicate what may have been an important if
not the primary function of the gerousia. In POxy XLIII 3099 and 3101 the applicants indicate
that they seek membership in the gerousia because they have reached the age at which they are
entitled to be maintained at public expense (v T@V ToEoOpEVEY Nhtxiay). The gerousia served
then in part, as the POxy editor states, to provide “an old age pension scheme”.
M.A H.El-Abbadi, “The Gerousia in Roman Egypt”, JEA 50 (1964) 169, also postulates that
“the gerousia in Roman Egypt was essentially a social institution™, although he does notindicate
any more specifically what the social function was.

In my initial study of the gerousia declarations I noted that a Washington University papyrus
soon to be published by Verne Schuman may have connections with the Oxyrhynchite gerousia.

I am more inclined now to interpret that list of individuals who have been examined as a
record of veterans or other new residents in Oxyrhynchus rather than as a list of gerousia
members. The involvement of the prefect in the examinations documented there suggests that the
epikrisis and eiskrisis proceedings were of the same type as those discussed in Chapter V (extracts
from epikrisis records of the prefect of Egypt). Moreover, the Roman names preserved in column
ii are more appropriate to veterans than to native residents of Oxyrhynchus seeking gerousia
membership. It is possible, but not likely, that column i where four entries contain ages consistent
with gerousia applicants’ ages served a different function from column ii. Nonetheless, I prefer
now to exclude PWash Univ inv 134 from my discussion of the gerousia.

My study in Chapter VIII deals only with the possible existence of an Oxyrhynchite gerousia
as a status organization. For evidence concerning the Alexandrian gerousia and for a list of studies
about the gerousia see M.A.H.El-Abbadi, “The Gerousia in Roman Egypt”, JEA 50 (1964)
164-69,

5. CONCLUDING REMARKS

Status declarations from Roman Egypt will undoubtedly continue to be discovered among
the papyrus documents yet unedited and unpublished, but it appears from the evidence now
available that little new information will come to light to alter or negate what is known and stated
about the form and function of the declarations included in this study. For the most part, new
declarations published since this manuscript was first written have served to corroborate what was
then stated about form or function or they have been so fragmentary that they have merely added
statistically to the account of the declarations. Indeed, the most noteworthy and almost the only
addition to our understanding of the status conferred by the declarations has been the fact that the
Oxyrhynchite gerousia included among its benefits maintenance of the aged at public expense.

Several individuals have assisted me or offered encouragement to me in my attempt to
understand and interpret status declarations. Of them, 1 owe most to my teacher and colleague,
Dr. Verne B. Schuman, who has helped me understand how meaningful and important a proper
and thorough study of ancient documents can be. For his instruction and guidance I am deeply
grateful.
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& Abbreviations and Works Frequently Cited

The following works will be referred to frequently and will appear in an abbreviated form.

Bickermann — Bickermann, Elias, “*Beitriige zur antiken Urkundengeschich-
te,”” ArchP 9 (1930) 24-46.

Bingen = Bingen, Jean, “Déclarations pour I"Epicrisis,”” Cd’E 61 (1956)
109-17.

Hombert-Préaux, — Hombert, Marcel and Préaux, Claire, Recherches sur le

Recensement dans I'Egypte romaine, vol V of PLugdBat
(Leiden 1952).

Jouguet. BullSocAlex = Jouguet, Pierre, “EINIKPIZIZ,” BullSocAlex 14 (1912)
203-14.

Jouguet, Vie municipale — __ La vie municipale dans I’Egypte romaine (Paris 1911).

Kenyon, Greek Papyri = Kenyon, F.G., Greek Papyri in the British Museum I1 (London
18598).

Lesquier, Jean, L’armée romaine d'Egypte d’Auguste a
Dioclétien (Cairo 1918).

Lesquier, Armee romaine

Lesquier, RevPhil — __ “Le Recrutement de I’ Armée d"Egypte,” RevPhil 28 (1904)
5-32.

Mertens = Mertens, Paul, Les services de ['état civil et le contréle de la
population a Oxyrhynchus au IIle siécle de notre ére (Brussels
1 958).

Meyer, Heerwesen = Meyer, Paul, Heerwesen der Ptolemaer und Rémer in Agypten
(Leipzig 1898).

Wallace = Wallace, S.L., Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian
(Princeton 1938).

Wessely (1900) = Wessely, Carl, “Epikrisis, eine Untersuchung zur hellenistis-
chen Amtssprache,” SBWien 142 (1900) 1-40.

Wilcken, Chrestomathie. Wilcken, Ulrich, Grundziige und Chrestomathie der Papyrus-

Grundziige = kunde (Leipzig 1912).

Wilcken, Hermes = — “ATIOTIPA®AIL" Hermes 28 (1893) 230-51.

Wilcken, Ostraka — — Griechische Ostraka aus Aegypten und Nubien, 2 vols

(Leipzig 1899).
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Journal abbreviations are those suggested by AJA 69 (1965) 201-6, and abbreviations for
editions of papyri for the most part follow those offered by Liddell and Scott, Greek-English
Lexicon. The following abbreviations will also be used.

BL

PBon
PBrux

PEr]
PFouad
PLugdBat
PWashUniv

PWisc
Pap Primer?
SB

Sel Pap
WChrest

Il

li

I

Berichtigungsliste der griechischen Papyrusurkunden aus Agypten | (Berlin
1922), 2 (Heidelberg 1929), 3 (Leiden 1958), 4 (Leiden 1964), 5 (Leiden
1969},

Montevecchi, Orsolina, Papyri Bononienses (Milan 1953).

Bingen, Jean, *Déclarations pour I'Epicrisis,”” Cd’E 14 (1956) 109-17.
Schubart, W., Die Papyri der Universitiitsbibliothek Erlangen (Leipzig 1942),
Bataille, O., and others, Les Papyrus Fouad 1 (Cairo 1939).

David, M., and others, Papyrologica Lugduno-Batava (Leiden 1941—).
unpublished papyri collection owned by Washington University of Saint Louis,
Missouri.

vol 16 of PLugdBat.

David, M., and van Groningen, B.A., Papyrological Primer (Leiden 1965%),
Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Agypten | (Strassburg 1915), 2
(Berlin 1918-22), 3 (Berlin 1926-27), 4 (Heidelberg 1931), 5 (Heidelberg
1934-55), 6 (Wiesbaden 1963), 7 (Wiesbaden 1964).

Edgar, C.C., and Hunt, A.S., Select Papyri 11 (London 1934).

Wilcken, Ulrich, Chrestomathie der Papyruskunde (Leipzig 1912).
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STATUS DECLARATIONS
IN ROMAN EGYPT







Introduction

About a hundred papyrus documents dated in the first three centuries A.D. refer to
processes of examination in Egypt to determine an individual’s right to a particular status, These
processes were called epikrisis (énixowowc) and eiskrisis (eloxpuoig). The examination in each of
these processes was initiated on behalf of the person who sought the new status by himself or by
someone (parent, guardian, or in the case of slaves, owner) acting on his behalf. Formal
application was made to a government agency or official in charge of processing these requests.
There followed an examination of the applicant, verification of the information presented, and
then either the recording of the applicant’s name on an official register or the issuance of a
certificate acknowledging that the applicant was properly qualified for and thereby admitted to
the status for which application had been made. In this study, the form and function of the
different types of status declarations have been defined and described on the basis of the evidence
provided by papyrus documents.

There are several reasons for engaging in a study of this kind. First, there is, as yet, no
comprehensive study of status declarations." At best there are only a few historians or
papyrologists who have devoted a chapter or portion of a chapter to the declarations in their
description of Egypt in the Roman period.” None of these is comprehensive, and some are now
outdated or erroneous. There are also some brief comments by the editors of the various
documents, but these are usually too limited in nature to include all significant aspects of the
processes or to present comparative studies with other documents. A general study, and
especially one incorporating all the latest accounts, should be of interest and value to all who study
Roman Egypt and Roman provincial administration.

In the second place, this study incorporates material not only from all relevant published
texts but also from PWashUniv inv 134, an unpublished papyrus document which furnishes
additional information about the epikrisis. This text. an early third century A.D. document from

1. In PBon 19 (Milan 1935), Orsolina Montevecchi
indicated an interest in compiling such a study of epikrisis
declarations, but so far no such study has appeared,

¥, See Carl Wessely, “Epikrisis, ¢ine Untersuchung #ur
hellenistischen  Amissprache,” SBWien 142 (1900} 1-40
(hereafter =Wessely); Pierre Jouguet, “EIMKPIZIE," Bull-
SocAlex 14 (1912) 203-14 (hereafter =Jouguet, BullSocAlex);
Jean Lesquier, L'armée romaine d'Egypre d'Auguste i
Dioclétien (Cairo 1918) chapter 4 (hereafter = Lesquier,
Armée romaine); G. Méautis, Hermoupolis-la-Grande
(Lausanne 1918) 62-76; S.L. Wallace, Taxarion in Egypt from

Augustus o Diocletian  (Princeton  1938)  109-12
{hercafter =Wallace); Jean Bingen, “Déclarations pour
I'Ericrisis”, Cd'E 61 (1956) 109-17 {(hereafter =Bingen); Faul
Mertens, Les services de ['émat civil et le conirdle de ls
population & Oxyrhynchus au Ille siécle de notre ére (Brussels
1958 99-128 (hercafter = Mertens).

Studies of eiskrigis are much fewer in number. In addition to
the general works listed above, see also Pierre Jouguet, “Sur
I'éphebie dans I'Egypte gréco-romaine, “RevPhil 34 (1910)
43-56 and H.I. Bell, “Records of Entry Among the Ephebi.”
JEA 12 (1926) 245-47




2 STATUS DECLARATIONS IN ROMAN EGYPT

Oxyrhynchus, is a list of males who have submitted to an epikrisis. Of special interest in this
document are the ages of those examined, the possible function of the list, and the government
officals responsible for conducting and recording the examinations. Since the the papyrus has not
been published, this information has not been incorporated in any previous discussion of status
declarations.

Finally, and most important, a careful study of status declarations is necessary if we are to
understand fully the nature and significance of status in Roman Egypt. That status was eagerly
sought and rigidly controlled is documented by the frequent mention of itin Gnomon of the Idios
Logos (BGUV 1). Again and again this document reveals to us how important proper status was
for claiming an inheritance or receiving other rights of citizenship.” The importance of status is
demonstrated also by the regularity with which those in Roman Egypt who possessed it identified
themselves in terms of their status. Studies such as those by Bickermann and Oates have focused
our attention on the use of status designations.” From status declarations we can discover not only
that status was highly prized and eagerly claimed, but also we can determine further the processes
by which status was acquired or certified, the qualifications and regulations governing the
granting of status, some of the spheres of private and public life affected by possession of status,
and the rights and privileges extended as a result of status. Status declarations therefore are a
major source of information about the nature and conditions of status in Roman Egypt.

3. Among the pertinent sections of the Gnomon are: 13 serious fine, See also sections 45,46, and 47,
the children of an aste and alien have status and cannot inherit 4, Elias Bickermann, " Beitriige zur antiken Urkundenges-
from their mother; 38, the children of an aste and Egyptian chichte, I: Der Heimatsvermerk und die stastsrechtliche
husband have the status of Egyptians; 39, when a Roman (either Stellung der Hellenen im Proleméischen Aegypten, “ ArchP 8
sex) unwittingly marries someons of inferior status {astos or (1927) 216-39 and John F. Oates, “The Status Designation;
Egyptian), their children have the status of the inferior parent; MEPIHE, THE EIINONHE,"” YCS 18 (1963) 1-129,

and 44, for an Egyptian to enroll his son as an ephebe involved a




Chapter 1

Epikrisis: The Historical Perspective

Among the first to comment on and attempt to define epikrisis were Theodor Mommsen,
Otto Fiebiger, Paul Viereck, and Ulrich Wilcken, all of whom saw only a military purpose for it.’
"Enmueexouiévol were either new recruits (or young men liable to military service ) or veterans who
through this examination were securing the privileges granted at their discharge from service.

This restricted and mistaken view of the epikrisis documents as nothing but records of
military examinations arose because the documents published earliest were extracts trom the
official records of the epikrisis proceedings (£x topov émuxpiosonw)” of veterans before the prefect
of Egypt or his deputies. Thus, when epikrisis documents concerning teenaged boys appeared. an
attempt was made to relate their examination to some military end. Although the epikrisis of such
thirteen and fourteen year old boys never specifically stated that the procedure was designed to
place them on military enrollment lists, it was assumed that this was the primary use to which the
information would be put, and the fact that these documents were connected with and made
frequent mention of the fourteen year census in Egypt (doyoagn).” from which compilation of
the poll-tax® list was made, did not seem to suggest that they served exclusively a non-military

I. Theodor Mommsen, CIL 11T suppl 3 (Berlin 18%3)
2007, says: “Emiwpuows dilectus videtur esse militum,™ Qtto
Ficbiger, “De classium [talicarum historia et institutis,”
LeipzStud 15 (1894) 423, disagreed with Mommsen that
“gase militum dilectum.” Fiebiger, who defines
frixpimie as “probatio” and “confirmatio,” states that the
process involved only veterans seeking to establish their rights
after discharge from the army. Paul Viereck, “Die acgyptische
Steversinschiitrungs-commission in rim. Zeit,” Philologus 52
(1893) 243, made reference to “eine Eingabe [BGUT 109] an
einen Heamite, scheint,
Gymnasiarchen, welche mit der émizpume, der Priiffung der
Militsirpflichtipen zu thun hatten.” Ulrich Wilcken, “ATIO-
'PADALI, Hermes 28 (1893) 250 (hereafter =Wilcken,
Hermes) and Griechische Ostraka aus Acgypten und Nubien |
(Leipzig 1899) 448 {herealter =Wilcken, Chtraka), ex PrL‘h.‘-L‘!R'
the view that the military epikrisis served to identify voung men
eligible for malitary service.

2. Infra, Chapter V.

3. For amoypog], see: Ulrich Wilcken, *Arsinoitische
Steuerprofessionen aus dem Jahre 1859 n Chr. und verwandte
Urkunden,” SBBerl 35 (1883) 897-922; Wilcken, Hermes
{18933 230-51: Ulrich Wilcken, Grundzige der Papyruskunde

ESTAROMELG

oder mehrere Wi 5 EEWesE N

(Leipzig 1912) 192-205 {hereafter="Wilcken, Crundziiee};
Wallace 96-115. For the most complete recent study of this
subject and for hibliography see: Marcel Hombert and Claire
Préaux, Recherches sur le Recensement dians I'Egyple romaine,
vol ¥V of PLupgdBat (Leiden 1952) (hereafter =Hombert-
Préaux, Recherches). The wor” olxioy dwoyeogi can be daved
back to at least 33/34 A.D. (SB 566]1) .-mm:rding L
Hombert-Préaux, Reécherches 47-52. Wilcken, Grundziige
(19123 192, following Grenfell and Hunt (POxy 11 254), states
that 19/20 A.D. is the carliest documentary evidence for the
CEfisus

4, See Wilcken, Ostraka 1 (18949) 230-4%, and Grundztige
(1912) 53-65, 189; F.G. Kenyon, Greek Papyri in the British
Museum II (London 1898), introduction to PLond 11 257
(hereafter=Kenyon, Greek Papyri); Pierre Jouguet, La wie
municipale dans  'Egypte (Paris  1911) 7aff
(hereafter=Jouguet, Vie municipale); Claire Préaux, Les
Clstraca grecs de la collection Charles-Edwin Wilbour au Musée
de Brooklyn (Mew York 1935) 28-40; Wallace (1938) 116-34;
H.L. Bell, “The Constitutio Antoniniana and the Epyptian
Poll-Tax," JES37(1947) 17-23: V. Tcherikover, "' Syntaxis and
Laopraphia,” JJurPap 4 (1950) 179-Z08.

rouTLaine




4 STATUS DECLARATIONS IN ROMAN EGYFT

purpose. In fact, these documents were actually offered as corroboration for the theory that boys
were already at age fourteen registered for future military service. It was implied by Wilcken® that
a fundamental distinction existed between boys classified as hooypagouvpevor and those
registered as émxexpuiévol, The haoypagovpevol were an inferior class consisting mainly of
native Egyptians who were therefore not liable to legionary service in the army; the
EmxexQiuévol, on the other hand, were superior by virtue of their Greek ancestry or nationality
and were eligible for military service as well as tax privileges.

Paul Meyer in 1897 also classified the epikrisis documents pertaining to young boys
primarily as military documents, although he was the first to recognize and stress their connection
with the poll-tax. According to Meyer, the word émixpiowg was used to depict two different
processes. The first was that already defined by Mommsen — the mustering out of veterans (BGU
1113, 142,143, 265,11 447). The second kind of epikrisis, however, dealt with teenaged boys or
slaves and led to their inscription on a list of persons (1) exempt from the poll-tax and therefore
(2) qualified for military service. Meyer still insisted on seeing some military purpose for the latter
kind of documents, even though F.G. Kenyon in the preceding year (1895/96) had defined this
type of epikrisis document as a “list of privileged persons exempted from the poll-tax™ without
any mention of military nature or purpose.’

A major advance in arriving at the proper understanding of the epikrisis was made in 1898
by F.G. Kenyon with the publication of PLond II 260 (pp. 42-53) and 261 (pp. 53-61). For the
first time (aside from Kenyon's brief notice in the Archeological Report of the Egypt Exploration
Fund of 1895/96) the epikrisis of young men was interpreted apart from enrollment of a military
nature. Kenyon, who qualified his remarks with a reminder that he was not sure exactly what the
phrase meant, said of epikrisis:

It is evidently a form of enrolment, which those who were liable to it underwent at the age of
fourteen or, in some cases, between that age and ten. It stands in some definite relation to the
7ot olxiay droypagt.. One important fact to be noted in the present document is that the
names of the persons recorded as émurpulEvres are all Greek. 'Emizowoig would consequently
appear to be a process whereby certain persons of Greek birth were marked off from the rest of
the population for some purpose or purposes connected with the census.’

In the year following Kenyon’s rejection of a purely military epikrisis, Grenfell and Hunt
published the first of several epikrisis documents from Oxyrhynchus (POxy I1 257 — 94-95
A.D.). They concluded that Kenyon seemed *‘right in rejecting the theory that the &rixoiowc was
always a military institution and in drawing a sharp contrast between the énixpioic of recruits for

5, Hermes (1893) 249-51,

6. Paul Meyer, “Aus agyphtischen Urkunden.” Philologus
56 (1897) 206-16. This twofold understanding of the epikrisis
wias advanced also by Mevyer in Heerwesen der Ptolemier und
Romer in Agvpten (Leipzig 1898) 109-26, 229.31
(hercafter =Mever, Heerwesen)

7. Kenyon, Greek Papyri 1l (1898) 44, PLond 11 260 (pp.
42-53) and 261 (pp. 53-61) are a list of men and boys arranged
in four parts. The first (260. 14-80) includes only adult males
listed by name with a statement appended that they had passed
through the epikrisis in a certain year. Parts two through four
contain the names of boys below fourteen divided into three
categories: (1) boys described as mavovon (260, 81-195), {2)

boys described as Laoypagotpevor (261. 28-244), and (3) bovs
from either of these two categories whose births had been
reported during the current year (261, 245-77). This division,
Kenyon points out, along with the sums of money mentioned in
the other parts of the documents clearly shows that they served a
financial, not a military purpose. See also Carl Wessely,
“Arsinoitische Verwaltungsurkunden vom Jahre 7273 nach
Chr.,” Studfen 4 (1905) 58-83, where PLond 11 260 and 261 are
reprinted along with a document { Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer, no
inventory number listed) which was once part of the same roil,
Among the categories added by this text are listings of Romans,
Alexandrians, freedmen, slaves, and Jews
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EPIKRISIS: THE HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE 5

military purposes and the £xixpuowc of boys nearing the age of fourteen who on various grounds
claamed to be partly or wholly exempt from poll-tax™."

Thus from 1893 to 1900, epikrisis had come to signify two distinct processes for young boys
in Egypt—one leading to enrollment in the army and the other resulting in financial advantages
regarding payment of the poll-tax. The latter type of epikrisis, the financial or fiscal,” was rather
fully defined by this time. Kenyon, with some opposition from Wilcken, had determined that
males only underwent the epikrisis before or during their fourteenth year in which they would
have to pay the poll-tax. Eligibility for a reduction of or exemption from the tax was determined
by the privileged status of the applicant’s father (or owner) and mother (through her father). Such
privileged status could be based on descent on both sides from (1) ®érowxor, the descendentsof a
privileged class of settlers, (2) gymnasiarchs, and (3) unroomoliton dwdexddooypon, citizens of
the metropolis of Oxyrhynchus (or other nomes) who paid a reduced rate of tax." Furthermore,
slaves of those who were privileged were subject to the poll-tax but could receive remission of it
by virtue of their owner’s status. Women, however, were not subject to either the tax or the
epikrisis.

From 1900 to 1918 no significant advance were made in arriving at a correct understanding
of the epikrisis. Although studies of or remarks about the process were offered by Carl Wessely,
Paul Meyer, Wilhelm Schubart, Jean Lesquier, Pierre Jouguet, and Ulrich Wilcken," and
although Grenfell and Hunt published three more Oxyrhynchus epikrisis texts,"” discussion of the

8. Bernard P. Grenfell and Arthur 5. Hunt, The
Onyrhynchus Fapyri 11 (London 1899) 220 (in their
introduction to POxy 1T 257).

9. For this summary of the fiscal epikrisis, the information
has been drawn from both Kenyon's remarks about PLond 11
257, 260, and 261 and Grenfell and Humt's introduction to
POxy 11 257. This interpretation of a twofold epikrisis is
essentially that which appeared in RE 10 (Stuttgart 1907)
121-23 (5.v. Emizpung by J. Oehler).

10. These three categories and the qualifications for ax
privileges are discussed below where all pertinent papyri are
analysed. For the metropolites, see Chapter 1I; for
gymnasiarchs, Chapter 1113 and for the sdrocol, Chapter [V,

11. Wessely (1900) carefully distinguished between
military and fiscal documents. Paul Meyer, “Uber C. Wessely,
Epikrisis, " BerlPhilWoch 21 (1901) 243-44, simply repeated
the position he had taken in Heerwesen (1 8%8) that all epikrisis
documents had some military function, although he began to
cateporize the documents into three types: those of the
wittozow, the gymnasium class, and the metropolites. Wilhelm
Schubart, “Uber Paul Meyer, Heerwesen,”" ArchP 2 (1902)
156, firmly advocated a strict separation between fiscal and
military epikrisis. Jean Lesquier, “Le Recrutement de I"Armée
romaine d'Egypte, “*RevPhil 28 (1904) 5-32, taking the same
position as Schubart, asserted that entry to the three privileged
fiscal classes depended on descent from a waTowog, a
gymnasiarch (as Grenfell and Hunt had already asserted in
POxy 11257), or parents assessed at the twelve drachma poll-tax
rate in the metropolis, and defined as functions of the military
epikrisis enrollment, discharge, and change of unit. Pierre
Jouguet, *“Chronique des Papyrus,” REA 7 (1905) 277, merely
summarized the main points of view and concluced that
seemingly there were two separate processes-military and fiscal.
Later, in Vie municipale (1911) 77-85. he returned to the

subject and discussed mamly the fiscal epikrisis. He stated there
that of dmd yvpvaosiov meant “persons who frequent the
gymnasium’ not “those descended from gymnasiarchs,” and
although he hinted that this class could be non-financial in
nature, he stll saw it essentially as a financial class closely
related to the other two. Ulrich Wilcken. who in Hermes had
spoken only of a military epikrisis. went on in Grundzige to
identify both a military and a non-military {(or fiscal) epikrisis,
and he admitted finally that the non-military had some function
related to status and the separation of Hellenic culture from the
Egvptian, The éxueagipévoy were the privileged inhabitants of
Egypt and stood in sharp contrast to the Aaoypogoiuevor, the
native Egyptians. Jouguet again in BullSocAlex(1912) 203-14
discussed the epikrisis, this time concentrating on one of the
so-called military records—a touos Etvkpioewy. This document
(PAlex = 5B 5217 — 148 A_D.) which speaks of the epikrisis of
Romans, freedmen, and slaves did not have a military function
at all.

12. POxy 11 478 (132 A.D., published in 1903); POxy
X1 1451 (175 A.D.) and 1452 (127-28 A D P‘Hhi'ih'-hl.'d in
1916). Grenfell and Hunt in commenting on POxy X1I1 1451 and
1452 admitted that Jouguet was right in interpreting ol asd
rupvaoiou as “those belonging to the gymnasium class.” They
stated afso that membership in this class seemed to provide
something other than poll-tax reduction or remission and that
the class probably furnished local officials for the metropolis.
POxy X1I 1451 offered another interesting fact about epikrisis,
for in an epikrisis before the prefect of Egypt, an eleven year old
girl was examined with her twenty-three (7) year old brother.
Wessely (1900) 8 had called attention to the versoof BGUT 113
(140 A.D.) where it seems that a daughter is mentioned along
with her father, a veteran, as having undergone the epikrisis. See
also PHamb 31 (103 A D), where a veteran is associated with
his son and daughter in an epikrisis.
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process continued to show that the documents generally were classified as either military or fiscal.

A major change in the interpretation of the epikrisis was advocated by Jean Lesquier in
1918 in his indispensable study of the Roman army in Egypt."” Lesquier advanced the startling
theory that there was absolutely no military epikrisis, strictly speaking. In order to establish his
theory, he re-evaluated the documents cited by himself earlier and by his predecessors as
illustrative of three types of military epikrisis.

In 1904, Lesquier had identified BGUI 143 (159 A.D.) as the record of the epikrisis of a
new recruit who was accompanied by his father as guarantor of his son’s physical condition, status,
and identity.* After further study of the text and consideration of what Wessely and Grenfell and
Hunt'® had said about it, Lesquier now chose to identify BGU I 143 as simply an epikrisis to
establish personal status for the boy. The only connection this document had with the army was to
be found in the official conducting the examination. Crispus was the commander of the
Alexandrine fleet, but this did not mean that he was inducting or registering the boy for military
service. It simply meant that the prefect had delegated the duty of conducting the epikrisis to a
deputy.

Another document used to demonstrate the use of the epikrisis for recruitment was POxy I
39 (52 A.D.), in which a weaver named Tryphon presumably was excused from military service
because of bad eyesight. This, too, Lesquier asserted, had been misinterpreted.” Properly
speaking, the term dnéivoig used in connection with Tryphon had a financial, not a military
meaning."’

Furthermore, BGU I 142 (159 A.D.), also previously misinterpreted by Lesquier himself as
an epikrisis on the occasion of transfer from one military unit to another,'” was reinterpreted as
the declaration of a veteran who having served in Syria wanted now toretire in Egypt, but had not
yet received his diploma. This finally led Lesquier to conclude that no text at all established the
existence of an epikrisis leading to enrollment in the army or change of unit.”

There was, therefore, in Roman Egypt only one kind of epikrisis, according to Lesquier, and
the so-called “military’ epikrisis of veterans was only a particular example of a general kind of
examination. For veterans, the process certified their rights to certain privileges—citizenship,
land, legal marriage, and various kinds of immunities; for Romans, the process certified their
privileged status, and, in the case of those Roman citizens moving to Egypt to settle there, it
registered them as privileged Roman citizens; for Alexandrians, the process certified receipt of
Roman citizenship and the privileges attending that. This recognition of personal status had
several possible results, including fiscal, legal, and political, but there has not appeared any
conclusive evidence that military recruitment or transfer resulted from the epikrisis.

13, Armée romame, Tryphon's infirmity. Grenfell and Hunt agreed in POxy XI1

14. RevPhil 20. Wilcken, Chrestomathie 537, titled this
document “Ein Rekrutenschein eines Flottensoldaten.” and
Meyer, Heerwesen 123, also accepted it as a military
enroliment.

15, Wessely (1200) 3; Grenfell and Hum, The
Oxyrhynchus Papyri XI1{1916) 151, where they state: “BGU
143 we regard as a certificate that Marcellinus had undergone an
epicrisis similar to that described in 1451 [POxy XII 1451,
where the object is, perhaps, certification for & change in
residence],”

16. By Wilcken, Chrestomathie 538: “Befreiung eines
Augenkranken vom Heeresdienst,” and Meyer, Heerwesen
124. On the other hand, Wessely (19007 3-4, had identified this
as an epikrisis ucrl:ifying exemption from a liturgy because of

1452, “We now prefer to regard it, with Wessely, as referring to
a discharge from a liturgy of some kind,” although originally (in
the introduction to POxy 1 39, p. 83) they identiflied it as “copy
of a release from liability 1o military service.”

17. Armée romaine 159. "Amdhumg here means exemp-
tion (from a liturgy probably). The term 15 used also in reference
tor priests who have been granted exemption from poll-tax. See
below Chapter VIIL, p. 62,

18. RevPhil 21. For the same view, see also Wilcken,
Chrestomathie 538 and Meyer, Heerwesen 123, Again,
Wessely (1900) 3, 28-29 had already stated that this was
non-military,

19. Armée romaine 162,

.
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For several years no significant studies or documents relating to the epikrisis appeared, and
the interpretation of Lesquier went unnoticed or unchallenged. When finally in 1930 Elias
Bickermann took up the topic of the epikrisis he generally accepted what Lesquier had
determined and did not list the military as one of the categories for the epikrisis. Instead
Bickermann chose to identify two different kinds of epikrisis — the Alexandrian and the
Egyptian.™

The first type, called “‘die alexandrinische Epikrisis” or “die Epikrisis der ‘commentarii’*
was executed through the prefect of Egypt or his deputy. It dealt with Romans and Alexandrians
(of both sexes),” their relatives, their freedmen, and their slaves, and led to the issuance of a
certificate or passport which identified them and certified their right to certain privileges. Unlike
the second type of epikrisis, this was freely sought and entered into by those who needed it to
enjoy whatever privileges it granted them in Egypt.

“Die agyptische Epikrisis™, or “‘die Epikrisis der Deklarationen”™ was accomplished through
local officials in the nomes or villages, and it pertained only to those living in the y@oa. Thirteen
year old boys in their respective social groups® underwent this epikrisis by order of the strategus.
No certificate was issued to them; their names, however, were recorded in the local government
record office on lists which identified their rights and duties.

Neither of these processes, according to Bickermann, led to a new status civitatis. They
merely specified the rights and/or duties which properly belonged to those who underwent the
epikrisis. In effect, the major purpose served by the processes was that of proper administration or
control of the population — permanent and transient.*

S.L. Wallace’s Taxation in Egypt was published in 1938 and became a standard reference
work for those studying taxation in Roman Egypt. In addition to descriptions of the census and
the poll-tax, Wallace’s study also dealt with the epikrisis. He noted that the opinion of Wessely
“that epicrisis meant an examination to determine the civic status of any person, of either sex,
slave or free, of any age, conducted by accredited representatives of the government, is now
almost universally accepted”, and in defining the purpose of this examination Wallace said that it
was “‘in many cases military, but in all cases the result was a permanent record of the proof of
Roman citizenship which entitled the holder of it to exemption from payment of the poll-tax in
Egypt™.*

Of those classes eligible for the epikrisis, the ®xdrowuxol were viewed by Wallace in a most
interesting way, for contrary to previous beliefs, he felt that the ®&rouxol probably were taxed.”

20. Elias Bickermann, “Beitrdge zur antiken Urkun- prrpomolival. The distinction between them, however, is not
dengeschichte,”  ArchP 9 (1930) 24-46  (here- always clear. In fact, Bickermann wonders whether or not the

after=Bickermann). O.W. Reinmuth, The Prefect of Egypt
from Augustus to Diocletian, Beiheft 34 of Klio (Leipzig 1935)
73 also was careful not to identify a military epikrisis, Of the
documents labeled #x vopow dmuxploswy, he stated: "“The full
explanation of this epicrisis cannot as yet be given.” Onp. 123,
he indicated that he was very sure one of the reasons for
examination of veterans was “to determine their status with a
view to the privileges to which they were entitled at the close of
their service.”

21. Though Bickermann does not specify that veterans
were included in this category it seems obvious from his
description of it that it represents the &x topov émuxpioeny
documents in which veterans are frequently mentioned as
applicants to the prefect for epikrisis.

22. Bickermann, as others before him, refers to three
social groups — the sirowxol, of dmwd yopvaolov, and the

first two represent the same group in different places inasmuch
as only one of the terms appears consistently in the documents of
a metropolis {in Arsinoe, only swdtowo; in Oxyrhynchus, only
ol deed yupveaion). See Bickermann 37-43 and infra, Charter
11, “Epikrisis: ol £x 108 yvpvaolov and Chapter 1V, “Epikrisis:
ol =drouo,™

23, With reference to the Alexandrian, Bickermann
speaks of the “passport™ or certificate “der den Lokalbehiirden
die  Ausiibung der Bevilkerungskontrolle gewiss stark
erleichterte® (p. 35). He says also on p, 35: “Die dgyptische
Epikrisis stellte nur eine Erginzungskontrolle der Zensusakien
dar, die swischen den Schitzungen fiir bestimmie
Bevilkerungsgruppen vorgenommen wurde. "

24. Wallace 109,

25. Ibid. 117-18. Kenyon in his introduction to PLond 11
260 (pp. 426.) had asserted that the xdiroo as Smixexpuyivor
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Moreover, the wdrtowol in Arsinoe, as Bickermann had already suggested, most likely
corresponded to the class identified as ol amo yupvaoiov in Oxyrhynchus and Hermopolis. As
such, both classes were not even totally distinct from the metropolites.

The distinction between ol dnd yuuvaoiov and the pnrpomoiitan in Oxyrhynchus was social
and was connected with the privileges aceruing from the ephebia. 1 believe that the distinction
between the catoeci and ol amd g unTpomokems in the Arsinoite nNOme was simalar.

Bv 1938. most of the documents dealing with the epikrisis had been published and the
imerpr(':l.zﬂiﬂns offered by Wilcken, Kenyon, Meyer, Lesquier, and Wallace apparently seemed
sufficient. Up to 1956, the remarks offered by papyrologists concerning this topic were generally
short and appeared in conjunction with the publication of new epikrisis accounts.”

In 1956, Jean Bingen revised Wallace’s list of texts containing declarations for the epikrisis
(excluding those #x topov émxpioewy). This list is complete and correct up to 1956.* In addition.
Bingen published the texts of two Brussels papyri, one of which helped him reconstruct a very
fragmentary text published by Schubart (PErl 31 — after 212 A.D.).

The most helpful study of the epikrisis since Lesquier’s of 1918 and Wessely’s of 1900 and
the most recent one is that of Paul Mertens in 1958. Unfortunately, Mertens limited his work to
the Oxyrhynchus documents of the third century A.D. in keeping with the scope of his study. He
himself lamented that no general study of the epikrisis has been made and indicated that this
would be out of place in his book.” Included in his chapter on the epikrisis is an extremely brief
surmmary of previous views showing how papyrologists gradually shifted from a purely military
interpretation to one which included the financial aspect. The contention of Lesquier that no
military epikrisis at all existed has not been adequately answered, Mertens asserted, for
Bickermann refused to confront it and Wallace seems to have ignored it. Mertens, however, again
stated that the scope of his own work did not permit him to deal with the unanswered problem."”

The major part of Mertens’ chapter on the epikrisis is devoted to a study of the third century
Oxyrhynchus documents which are described under two headings: (1) “épicrisis des métropolites
4 douze drachmes™ and (2) **épicrisis des &md yupvaoiov™. There is, he argued, a fundamental
distinction between these two categories although the documents exhibit many similarities in
form."

For the first category, the pnroomohital dwdexddpayuol, Mertens defined the form which
the documents take and tried to explain the variations in this form. Eventually he asked and tried

and not hoaoypagotuevor were freed from payment of taxes. to the epikrisis in their work on the census in Roman Egypt. In

The same position was taken by Wilcken in Hermes 249; effect, they accepied Wallace's position on the financial epikrisis

Grundziige 189; Grenfell and Hunt, The Oxyrhynchus Papyrill which, among other things, held that the xdrouol paid poll-tax

(1899 220, Wallace, however, pointed out that a person could at a reduced rate (p. 105).

be émixexpudvos and at the same time haoypaEpoILEVOS SINcE 28. Bingen (1956} 109-17. Previous lists had been drawn

the epikrisis did not always mean total exemption from the tax. up by Bickermann (p. 30) and Wallace {pp. 403-05). Bingen's

Hence, the zatowolr could very well have been taxed at a list on pp. 116-17 excludes some irrelevant taxes included by

reduced rate. both Bickermann and Wallace and adds some texts which have
26, Wallace 118. See Bickermann 37-43. appeared since their studies. See infra in the appropriate
27. This was true of André Bataille, “Un papyrus n:."ha.pll:r.li complete lists of all texts for the various categories of

Clermont-Ganneau appartenant 1" Académie des Inscriptions, the epikrisis.

“JurPap 4 (1950) 327-39, where he comments about two 29. Mertens 99,

documents indentified as Papyrus Clermont-Ganneau a and b 30, Ibid. 100,

(=5B9227 and 5B ':?.l.!ﬁ} In this article he speaks of a I1Ii|i.h":!']|' 31. Ibid. 101, !_L‘ﬁl_!u'iﬂi. Armide romaine 175-201 had

character for b (=SB 9228), but by this he means only that the
oo Emxploswy speaks of velerans who made declarations in
order to establish their privileged status and that of their
families. See also Marcel Hombert's review of this in Cd'E 52
(1951) 426f. Hombert-Préaux, Recherchesdevoted some space

argued that they were identical. Common traits identified by
Mertens were their terminology and their origin at
approximately the same time. The main difference between
them is to be found in the proofs offered by the declarants.
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to answer this question: What is a metropolite? His answer included the following definition: “Le
unrpomohitng est une personne domiciliée officiellement dans un quartier de la métropole, dont
elle est pleinement originaire; c’est somme toute un indigéne reconnu.”** Mertens saw this class as
essentially hereditary, and he believed that a list was once drawn up identifying the first
metropolites. Exactly when this happened is not certain, although it may have been either when
the poll-tax was initially imposed or on the occasion of a general epikrisis.” The privilege granted
was a reduced tax (from sixteen to twelve drachmas), and such a reduction probably was the
major reason for severely limiting the number of metropolites. Too many privileged tax payers
would have diminished the revenue to a dangerous degree. There is, according to Mertens, no
easily identifiable explanation for the disappearance of this kind of document early in the third
century (the last Oxyrhynchus document of this category is dated by him in 215/16). The word
urnrponohitng no longer occurs, although the adjective duwdenddpayuos is still used late in the
third century. One possible explanation is that the Constitutio Antoniniana of 212 A.D. which
conferred a grant of Roman citizenship made the distinction no longer necessary.™

This same procedure is followed for the epikrisis of those émwd yupvaciov. After identifying
the pertinent documents from third century Oxyrhynchus, Mertens defined the form of these and
discussed variations in that form. He pointed to the more exact and extensive proof of identity
required for this class as indication of its existence apart from that of the metropolites. One reason
for the stricter requirements was that “the advantages of the Hellenic culture were jealously
reserved.”** Mertens seems to agree with Bickermann that one of the special advantages of
belonging to this class was the privilege of assuming municipal functions. Infact, he suggested that
magistrates were ordinarily chosen from this category.™ This fact helps to explain why we find no
documents of this kind conferring that status on slaves or freedmen, whereas these latter groups
are found in the class of the metropolites. Slaves or freedmen were to have no part whatsoever in
the privileges available to those who belonged to the gymnasium class.

Mertens’ careful study is the latest major consideration of the epikrisis and of status
declarations in general, but despite its value it is too brief and limited in scope to cover all the
status documents extant. Since new evidence seems to be brought to light more and more
infrequently, it is now time for these records to be reevaluated, classified, and interpreted.

To accomplish this, we intend to discuss each status document in terms of its form and its
function. By identifying the formal characteristics of the documents and classifying them by type
we will be able to extract as much information as possible from them and we will enable future
editors of such documents to identify and reconstruct more readily the texts at their disposal. By
discussing the function of the documents we hope we will provide answers for problems yet
unresolved and correct some of the careless, uninformed, or inadequate interpretations given
today by those who have accepted without reservation or investigation the views of earlier
interpreters of status declarations.”

2. Mertens 109, says is misleading and probably erroneous. Although Wallace

33, Ihid. 110. Mertens does grant that the title and had demonstrated that the upper age for payment of the poll-tax

privileges of this group could have been bestowed honoris ciusa
for some noteworthy benefaction or victory.

34, [hid. 111-12. More will be said about this theory infra
in Chapter I1, “Epikrisis: The Metropolites.™

A5 Ihid. 116.

a6, Ibid, 121, 125, See Bickermann 39-44),

37, Mot all recent interpreters have been careful or
thorough. Alfred Richard Meumann, “éxinguons,” Der Kleine
auly 2 (Stuttgart 1967) cols 311-12, regrettably bases his
remarks on secondary material no fater than 1918; and what he

was most likely sixty-two, Neumann lists only sixty as the
maximum. Furthermore, Meumann identifies as functions of the
military epikrisis “der Einstellung der Rekruten, der
Abweisung von Untavglichen und Versetrungen.” He does
grant that Lesquier had disputed these as functions of the
epikrisis, but makes no comment for or against this position. The
entry gives evidence of too much dependence on Wiicken and
not enough consideration of subsequent views or the epikrisis
documents themselves.
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Chapter 11

The Metropolites

The most numerous kind of epikrisis documents are those which record declarations on
behalf of young men dmnd pnroondrews. All of those documents extant and published are

included in the following list:'

ARSINOE
AD. 90-91 PBrux inv E 8017 (by parents)
121 BGU 1 109 = BL I, p. 20 (by parents)
134 PRyl 11 103 = Sel Pap 314 (by brother)
138-61 PRyl 11 279 (by mother)
141 PGrenf 11 49 (by parents)
148 PGen 19 (by parents)

1. See Bingen 116-17 for the exclusion of irrelevant
documents which had been listed by Bickermann 30 and
Wallace 403-05, Texts nightly omitted from the declaration lists
are: (1) PCairPreis 10 (138-61 A.ID.) which had been assigned
by Bickermann to Arsinoe, but is (oo fragmentary to classify
with certainty. The reference to the census (dmoppogy) seems
to have been the reason for its Arsinoite attribution by
Bickermann. If it is a declaration, [ would suggest rather that itis
Oxvrhynchite because of the oath form (Sduvie Ty Ty of
emperor N, &hnih @ mpoyeypoppéva— see below the
Oxyrhynchite form); (2) PSIXIL 1240=5B 7 089 (222 A D.)
which is a gerousia declaration (see below Chapter VIIT); (3)
POxy 11288 (22-25 A.D.) and 314 (early first cenmury A.Dv)
both of which have at the end a copy of an extract from an earlier
epikrisis account giving the names and ages of the male
members of the family; (4) PST XII 1257 = SB 7990 (third
ceptury A} and PSI IIT 164 (287 A.D) both from
Oxyrhynchus and both records of dvoeypodg in an amphodon by
boys who are described as Swdendbpoaypog and dad yopvaoion;
and (5) PSIX 1109 (93-94 A.D.), a declaration on oath to the
strategus of Oxyrhynchus by the guardian of a boy who has
undeérgone epikrisis that both the boys' father and maternal
grandfather were Swdexdbpoypon. There are extant, in addition
to these texts and the declarations, several other documents
which supply information about or refer to the metropolite
epikrisis. Census returns in  which individuals identify

themselves as  Aooyoopotpevos  emxexpuuivos  include:
PFouad 111 115 (Arsince 119 A.D.); BGU 1 137 (Fayum
146-47 AD.Y: and BGLT I 118 @i (Fayum 189 A.D.). The
identification is simply Emxempuévos in FSI IX 1062
{Ptolemais Euergitis 104-05 A.[D.) and BGLT 11 447 (Karanis
175 A.D.). Another important document is the tax roll (72-73
A} represented by PLond 11 260 (pp. 42-53) and 261(pp.
53-61), along with Studien 4 ( 1905) 58-83 where the complete
rall is presented. See Chapter I, note 7 for a description. Other
documents are: PHarris 106, a second century A.D. letter
fragment in which the writer says the prefect has announced a
house-to-house census and an epikrisis; PHamb 60 = CIP 111
485 (Hermopolis 90 A.D.) and 5B 9869 (Hermopolis 160
A.Dv) in which the house-to-house census is designated xor
olulay éxlxguow; Studien20(1921) 24 (second or third century
A.D.), a letter of a boy to his mother in which he speaks of
someone as his witness &v T émxploe; BGU TV 1032
{undated) records a dispute about the epikrisis of a voung man,
To establish the fact it was properly completed the boy's mother
brings the three witnesses of the examination; 5B 5282
(Antinoopolis, no date), a very fragmentary private letter in
which reference is made to a witness for an epikrisis; PAmbh 11
99 (Hermopolite nome 179 A DY, a division of property text
in which a woman is identified as N., who is known in the
epikrisis list as N.: POxy VI 926 (Oxyrhynchus, third century
A.D.). an invitation to an epikrisis dinner by the person being
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152-53

PRyl 11 280 (by parents)

l61-69 PHaw 401. 7-15 ArchP 3. p. 395 (by parents)
166-67 BGU 1 324 = WChrest 219 (by owner for slaves)
167 FRyI 11 104 (by brother)
181 PTeb 11 320 (by parents)
187 PStrassb 134 = SB 8016 (by mother?)
187 FGen 185 (by parents)
235 BGU X1 2086 7 (by brother)

HERACLEOPOLIS
A.D. 187-88

HERMOPOLIS
AD. 132

PBon 19 (by parents?)

SB 7440a° (by parents)

SB 7440b (by parents)

OXYRHYNCHUS

AD. 67-79 PRyl 11 278 (bv father?)
=26 POxy VII 1028 (by mother)
BH-87 POxy 11 258 = WChrest 216 (by father)
106 PWisc 1 17 (by father)
122 POxy IV 714 (by owner for slave)
127-28 POxy XI1 1452. col 1 = Pap Primer,* no. 4 (by uncle)
32 POxy 111 478 = WChrest 218 (by mother)
153-54 PSI V11 732 (by owner for slave)
160-61 POxy VIII 1109 (by father)
172-73 WChrest 217 (by owner for slave)
203 PSI XI1 1230 (by owner for slave)
214-15(% POxy X 1306 (by father)
after 212 PErl 31 (by father?)
after 212 PBrux inv E 7910 (by father?)

examined; POxy XXXVI 2792 (third cenlury A.D), an
mvitation to an cpikrisis {oelebration) by the boy's father; BGL!
Il 388 (Alexandria, second cemtury A.D.), a series of
proceedings before the Idios Logos about the epikrisis of slaves;
PFlor 1T 350 ( Arsinoite nome, third century A.D.), a series of
motes that N, was examined by strategus ™. perhaps insertedin a
petiteon of =ome kind: and SB 8038 (Hermopaolis, no date) in
which the strategus of Hermopaolis makes reférence to fourteen
year okd metropolite youths (ol dmd g pyTeomokens gl Tois
TEOOEpEDXoLOERaETELS mpooflaivovies agihixes) and mem-
bers of the oym nasium class ({oly dmd YVIETOS TOU yupveoion)
and their examination, The major qualifications for each ETOUD
are '\I.\I.'L'ifi\.'l.! as: £l 6= |'J!I.|1l ;IT!"\._I":\' "I'i:-x'll:l:llf'n.' T WY T ||.|}_|.'| L0y
yEvog omlovon ol & & ot yep[vaoion, el] dx° atrob tob

TOYILTOL ELOL,

Although indirect evidence shows that the epikrigis was
used in other cities (PSTX 1062 — Prolemais Evergetisand SH
5282 — Antinoopalis), no formal declarations have been found
from any places other than the four described in the sections
following

. BGU X1 2086 is quite fragmentary and cannot with
absolute certainty be identified as one of this class, The text
which remains s similar in mos respects o the documenis listed
abowve. That it comes from Arsinoe ks certain

3, &8 T440a will also be listed under the documents of
those belonging to the gymnasium class (see Chapter 1T}, Itis
not clear whether this is a metropolite or a YIRS iU
application, for the declarant wentifics himself as a member of
both of these categorics. He does not, however, specily which of

these classes is the object of the declaration.
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. THE FORM OF THE DOCUMENTS

The extant documents are numerous enough to enable us to determine that they were drawn
up in accordance with a specific and official formula. This form |- most easily di:-i:;crr.n:tl in the
documents from Arsinoe and Oxyrhynchus. There are, as will be clear later, important
differences in the form the applications take in the four areas from which we have documents.
Therefore. it will be necessary to consider each city separately in listing the form of the
declarations for metropolite epikrisis.

A. Arsinoe

The applications normally begin with the identification of the officials to whom they were
addressed. This is true of ten® of the fourteen applications from Arsinoe listed above and may
have been the case in three® of the documents in which the first part of the text has been lost or
damaged to such an extent that it cannot be restored. The remaining application (PRyI 11 104)
has no identification of addressees, although the document has at the beginning a wide blank
space large enough for this information.”

In the ten documents which include the addressees at the beginning, without exception the
name(s) of the officials and their titles are given in the dative case. Usually (probably in ten of the
eleven in which names or titles are available) two officials are specified as recipients of the
applications,” and in all cases the officials are listed as ex-gymnasiarchs.” These officials.
moreover, are generally (in seven of the ten documents with addresses at the beginning) identified
as members of the commission specifically in charge of the epikrisis.” In three instances, other
official titles are attached to the names, but these do not seem to be part of the ordinary formula

used in this section.'

4. BGUT 109: PRyITI 103; PRyI11279; PGen 19; PRyl1I

280; PHaw 401: BGUT324; PTeb11320; PGen 18; and BGU

I H8h. Fora |_'4,1|:|1|'_|h_'h: text of a |lt|.:1l'l.||'h'|n|itl..‘ declaration, see
Appendix 111 Dates will be supplied for documenis only when
they are of some significance, for we have determined that,
penerally speaking, formulaic variation in time is random and
dares: for the most part are not important. Documents are
regularly listed in the notes in chronological order for easy
reference back 1o the initial list at the beginning of the chapter

5. PBrux inv E 3017; PGrenf II 4%; PStrassh 134, In
PGrenf 11 49, a name can be :;1151]}“:.1! fraom the official ."-ig!l'lill:lln:
at line B4,

6. A reasonable explanation of this margin is that offered
in note 1 to PRyl 11 104: "“Writers of applications or declarations
which were submitted in duplicate (cf. Wilcken, Ost. i, p. 441)
were apt 1o omit the heading in one copy; of, P, Oxy. 1111.1,
1113, i, which, I|‘s.|’1'u;._'_|'| unaddressed, were 1.':1.-'i|_5ur|l'|_'\. parr.x of
official rolls.”

One of the names (assuming that there were only two) is
missing in PRy 11 279 and PRy I1 280, but there is a o
immediately preceding the name listed in the apphcation. In
BOGULIXT 2086, 8 1?.(111 has hﬁ.‘l.'l'l.\'.l;:lpi:l'l ied in the lacuna before the
name of the official. Although it s possible that the s
introduced a surmame (a5 is often the case in the other
applications), there i also the possibility (based on other
applications) that the Wil B a8 conjunction linking the names of
twor officials. PHaw 401 provides only one name, but another
may have been recorded in the lacuna following the first name;

and only one name 18 found in PGrenf [1 49 in the signature
{although this by no means proves that only one official was
addressed in the beginning of the document as will be seeninfra
when the signatures are discussed), PCen 18 s the only
:'||1[1=i|.':|[i-:‘:-rl which l_I{[illil\.:I:\. lists only one official.

. yeyupfvamoapapeom) in PRyl 11 103, PRyl 11 279
PGen 19 PRy 11 280; BGLU 1324 and BGUL 109 (the reading
Juaggl ) here should also be resolved yveyopvoo ] (pedo ).

vepvaowpy(joave) in PGrenf 1 49 (here the signature
whentifics the official as yupvamoapyioos); PHaw 401, Plen
18,

[refuipvamepmeom) in BGL X1 2086.

B Im BGLIT 104 1324 PGen 18 the commission is listed
By TOLS !|?|] :'rj_r{"u-_:_ 11‘;:‘- £ I_J-H_!-I.':II t {this E1'|11 ASE 15 \l,l|:l[1]iq:r.| also |1:\. the
editor of BGL X1 2086 1w fill a lacuna following an official’s
nanme and title), The dative fmueperais s used in PRyIT 103711
279 PGen 19: and PTeh 11 320

The officials in these documents indentified as ol mpoz T
Emuzpioe do not appear outside of status declarations. The first
use of the term in extant documents is that found in BGLU'L 109
(121 A It is also used of a prefect of Egypt in connection
with an epikrisis declaration (PFlor 1 57 166 A.D. See infra
Chapter V1), The Iatest use occurs in PSIV 457 (276 AD), a
gymnasium declaration

10, Ammonius in PGen 18 has served as dypopdvopog
(frpopoovopions):  Alcimus in BGL X1 2086 s Feapyog
spvrovis: and Apollonius in PGrenf 11 49 has been €5mpymtis
(£Emmrevoas). The only other indication of the identity of the
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The next part of the application is the identification of the declarant(s) according to the
following form: mapd N., son of N. and N. (»ai g tottov yvavixog N, dr. of N. and N.)
(dugotépwy) Tav dmd Tig unrtoomdhens dvaypagopdvor (-wv) é&n augodou N.

The declarants may be a father and/or a mother for a son or sons,''a brother for his brother
(since the father has died),'” or an owner for slaves." In the applications by parents for sons, it
appears that generally both parents are listed as declarants on behalf of their child."” When the
father has died, apparently the responsibility for making the declaration fell upon a brother who
had already been enrolled. When there was no adult brother, the mother (through her xio10c)
made the declaration.

In the identification of the declarants the documents offer in addition to the declarants’
names these items of information: (1) the identification of the father and mother of the declarant
(and of his wife's father and mother when both parents make declaration); (2) a statement that
the declarants are Tayv and THC unrpontdhews: and (3) a statement that they are (VY QOUPOLEVIDY
in a specific quarter of the metropolis (&7 dugddou N).*

Following the identification of the officials addressed and the declarants comes the
declaration proper. The characteristic form of the declaration includes:

(1) a genitive absolute in which the boy is named, his age is given, and his need for
examination is mentioned — To® £& dhAniwv viot N, npoof(dvrog) elc (TecoupeoratderaeTels
or towradexaereis) T fveotowtl ( )th (Etel) =al dpeihovrog emxprivvar:

(2) a prepositional phrase specifying that the examination is in accord with orders of the
prefect (sometimes this phrase is omitted — xaré T zehevodévia, occasionally with the addition
Umo 10D fryendvos N.; and

(3) a statement indicating that the declarants’ credentials have been appended —
UeTdEapey U@V T dlnaia.

Some variation is found in each of these sections. There is, of course, the substitution of
appropriate terms when the application is made by someone other than the parents. Tov €5
dhinhov viot will be replaced by Tot ddehgpot or by dothwy pov and udv Ta Sixawa by avTdv
T Bixaua or T THV yoviny oy dixara or pou té dixara. In addition to necessary and obvious
variations like these, there are other differences, especially in the first section.

In stating the age of the boys being submitted for the epikrisis, the documents as a rule have
rtooof(dvroc) or mpooP(dvtwy) elc TecoapeonauderdeTels'” OF TEWOHGDEXAETELS' OF
duoroudexaeteic.'® Apart from the documents where the age has been lost,'™ there are two

officials responsible comes in FRlor I11 350 (third centur y AL, 14, The only exceptions are PBraxinv E 8017 in which the
Arsinoite nome), where it is noted that someone was examined mother is mentioned later in the document, and PRy 11 279
by the strategus, The document is incomplete, but seems tobea (and perhaps PStrassb 134) where probably the father is dead
petition of some kind. This is the only place where the strategus and the wife must make the declaration. Notice that in PGen 19
is listed in the Arsinoite nome as an examiner. It is, of course, both parents, although divorced, make a joint declaration for
conceivable that he served as a member of the epikrisis their som.
commission in Arsinoe as we know he did in Oxyrhynchus 15. Eleven different dpgpoda are found recorded in the
Evidence for the strategus’ participation in the examination at fourteen declarations. They are: Bufuwiv “Addww Tdmov,
Oxyrhynchus at 50 late a date, however, is non-existent (sce Bovragiou, "Amokiovior Toapepfolis, "Apdfa, Exviov,
below the deseription of the Oxyrhynchite form of declaration)). Seopogopion, Kuoi=oy, Avwugeiov, Ecovefmoveion, Tapetuoy,

1. Father for sons: PBrux inv E 8017, Mather for son: and "Qoiovog Tepoxeion. All are fipgoda in Arsinoe.
PRI 11 279: PStrassh 134 (7). Father and mother for son: BGU 16. PRyl 103; PGrenf 11 49 (itis possible that the mpoaf)
[ 109: PGrenf I1 49; PGen 19; PRyl 11 280; PHaw 401; PTebll { ) here should be read mpoof{oivovrog) instead of
320; PGen 18 mpoafi{dvtog) as the editors have done); BGU T 324,

12. PRyl 11 103; 11 104; BGU XT 2086, 17. BGU 1 109; PGen 19; BGU 1 324,

13. BGL 1 324. Here the owner of the two slaves is a 18. PHaw 401,
woman who lists also the xipuog through whom she applies 19. PRy I1279; I1 280; I1 104; PStrassb 134; PGen 18;

{perde xupiov N.). BGU XK1 2086,
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exceptions to this form. One of these is in PTeb Il 320 where we find mpoofa|ivov]t(og) with no
age following it, possibly because the declarant assumed that this could readily be supplied pro
forma by the agency. The other exception comes in PBrux inv E 8017, which is an application for
the epikrisis of two sons. Here the usual mpoof(dvtwv) has been replaced by ®orahypydvrow axd
tecgoapeonaldex]aetiv followed by the years in which this has happened for each of the two
sons. The reason for this departure from the normal form will be discussed below when we
consider the ages of the boys submitted for epikrisis.

Five of the declarations definitely (and possibly as many as seven in all)* omit the second
section pertaining to the prefect’s order concerning the epikrisis, and this does not seem to have
been an essential part of the form. Indeed, even when the section is included, it usually omits the
name of the prefect.” Only two of the documents have identified the prefect under whose orders
the epikrisis is to be carried out. Unfortunately, the prefect’s name has been lost in one of these
documents (BGU XI 2086), but from the text which remains (0md toi) it is certain that the
prefect’s title and name followed. The other document (PBruxinv E 8017) has the most complete
form of this section: [xord] 1é D76...fyeudvoc Mettiov [‘Potgou npootet]aypéva.®

All applications except those where damage to the text is extensive® include the third
section (stating that the credentials are appended) without substantial variation.

After the applicant has indicated that his credentials (and the others which are required)
have been appended, he immediately moves to the last part of the application and to the
specification of what those credentials are. In this part of the declarations from Arsinoe we find
the following information:

(1) the listing of the declarants’ credentials, usually with this form: #yd pév otv N.
Gmeyparpduny &v ) #at olxiav dmwoypagq) (year of census is specified and place of registration is
identified). The same information is provided for the wife if she joins her husband in applying® or
makes application by herself.” When the boy’s brother declares for him, the declarant states that
both his parents have been enrolled in the census, and he tells when and where this was
done;*® he omits this information about his parents and identifies himself as registered in the
epikrisis and enrolled in the census.”” In the single instance of application for slaves, the owner, a
woman, offers her enrollment in the census as proof of the validity of her declaration.®

In all the Arsinoite declarations, therefore, except possibly PRyl 11 280, where the text is not
complete, enrollment in the census is offered as the major source of verification for the validity of

20, Omitted in PGrenf 1149; PGen 19; PHaw 401 PRyl1I
104; PTeb 11 320. Those documents in which the section may
have been included, but which have suffered damage at this
point are: PRy [T 279; 11 280.

21. Asin PRyIII 103; BGUI324; PStrassb134: PGen 18,
and probably BGU T 109 where xord [t xehevoffva)] alone
is found. Bickermann 35 suggested that these orders came from
the strategus, not from the prefect, as Wallace 110 later
affirmed. From the evidence now available to us, it is possible to
reject Bickermann's hypothesis and affirm that Wallace was
correct. See also PHarris 106, a sccond century A.D. letter
fragment in which the writer indicates that a prefect has
announced a wot' olxlay droyoogs and an énixouois.

22. The [mpootetjoypéva, of course, is not the wsual word
in these documents for reference to the prefect's orders. Bingen
115, with reference to this word and to the unusual inclusion of
the prefect’s name, asks: “Sagit-il d'un édit spécialement

consecré 4 I'épicrisis et & ceux gui cn avaient é1é exclus par les
circonstances ou pour d'autres raisons?" This is possible,
although there is no evidence for this procedure and
terminology apart from this text. Moreover, Bingen, at this time
when PBricx inv E 8016 was unigue in including the prefect’s
name, did not have access to BGLXT 2086 where the name also
seems to have been added, and there is no doubt that this
document is one of the normal applications, not one dealing with
special circumstances which made epikrisis for some boys
impossible,

23. PRyl 11 279 and 280.

24. PBrux inv E 8017; BGL 1 109; PGrenf 11 49: PGen
19; PRyl 11 280; PHaw 401; FTeb I1 320; and PGen 18

25. PRyl II 279 and PStrassh 134 (™)

26. PRyl 11 103; 11 104.

27. BGL X1 2086.

8. BGU I 324.
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the declaration. At least one enrollment is always listed, and in some documents several are
mentioned.” Furthermore, in eleven of the fourteen declarations,’® we are told that the boys
submitted for epikrisis have been enrolled in the census along with their parents, brothers, or
owner; and in at least ten of these eleven cases, the boys were enrolled in the last census preceding
their eligibility for epikrisis.”

Since the parents who make the declaration or in whose place declaration is made by an
adult son are almost always identified as enrolled in a census™ it seems that the providing of this
information (or the equivalent in declarations for slaves) was required in the declarations so that
the agency could check the declarants’ claims against the official records. A few of the documents
even carry the enrollment in a census back to the grandparents of the boy eligible for epikrisis.™
This, however, was apparently not required in the official declaration, and most Arsinoite
declarations simply identify father and mother (or brother or owner) as enrolled in the census.

Some documents include other information for substantiating the validity of the
declarations. Mention is made in BGU I 109 of an é&vriyp(agov) tmoye(agic) following the
citation of the enrollment of the paternal grandparents in the census. This copy, presumably,
referred to that enrollment. PRyl I1 103, a declaration by a young man for his brother, not only
submits complete and detailed information relating to the enrollment of the parents in various
censuses; it also includes two enclosures by the declarant — the first, a certificate of his own
epikrisis, and the second, a page from the property census (x[6]Mnuc dmoyoagiic
évutioew(v) ). This declarant apparently wanted there to be no doubts about his brother’s right
for the epikrisis! An enclosure is also mentioned in BGU T 324 in which a woman named Theano
applies for the epikrisis of two slaves owned by her. In addition to her enrollment and her slaves’
enrollment in the census, she offers as substantiation for her declaration a copy of the epikrisis
(Gvriyoagov émupioemc) of a third slave who had been registered five years earlier. PStrassb 134
seems to be an application by a mother for her son. She too indicates that she and her son have
been enrolled in the census, and she speaks of three witnesses (yvwotipac Toeic) presumably for
verifying her claims if necessary. Finally, BGU XI 2086, like PRyl II 103 an application for a
brother, refers to the declarant’s own epikrisis as proof for the boy’s right to submit to the
examination.

(2) Following the credentials in those documents where the ending has not been destroyed™
are the signatures and the date. The most complete form that this takes is that found in PGrenf 1
49: 0w Emd(idouev).” éym N. éEnpymrevoas xai yvpvaowpyioas Su(é) N. yoaupat(éme)™ N.
{acc.), son of N, and N., oeon(peiwpar). Date.

29. See PRyl 11 103, where five different censuses are 33. Paternal grandparents are identified as enrolled in the
listed. In BGU 1 324; PRy I 104 and PGen 18 the declarants census in BGLUT 109, In PGen 19 the maternal grandparents are
assert that they have been enrolled in the census Aomi waupoy, 0 identified, and in PRyl 11 103 both sets of grandparents are

). Informiation s not available concerning this in PBrux referred to in terms of enrollment in the census.
inv E B017; PRyl 11 279; and II 280, 34, It is impossible to determine how the following

31, In PStrassb 134 the census in which the boy was declarations ended: PBrux inv E 8017; PRyl 11 279; II 280;
enrolled is not identified. PHaw 401; BGU 1 324; and XI 2086,

32. The exception is BGU X1 2086, where a brother 35. Thes phrase is found also in PRyI 11 104; PTeb 11 320,
declares on behalf of his yvounger brother. Here the declarant and PGen 18, PRyl 11 104 also adds in a second hand “H]pov
says he has been registered in the epikrisis and enrolled in two b TGN T
censuses in the last of which he enrolled his brother also. The 36, Mention is made of a scribe also in PRy 11 103; PGen
text & multilated ai this point, but it does not seem to have 19; and PTeb I1 320,

referred 1o enrcllment of parents in the census.
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The most interesting part of this concluding section is the signature of the official which has
been written by a second or third hand.”” Each of these six official signatures has been made by
one man who lists his office and says: oeon(pelwpon) that N, (acc.) is the son of N. and N. The
name in the accusative is always the name of the boy who is submitted for the epikrisis, and the
official who certifies him to be the legal son of the parents involved in the declaration is apparently
always one of those to whom it was addressed.™

The date of the certification then concludes the declarations from Arsinoe.

There are no significant variations in any aspect of the declaration during the vears it was
used in Arsinoe.

B. Oxyrhynchus

As in the declarations from Arsinoe, those from Oxyrhynchus normally begin with the
identification of the addressees (listed in the dative case) and of the declarants (following the
preposition mapd). In six of the fourteen documents™ such a listing in the dative of the
government officials i1s included. The number of persons to whom these declarations are
addressed varies from one to an indeterminate number (xai oig &h{howg) nathn(el) in POxy XI1
1452, col I).*

Several different offices are listed for these persons addressed.

orouTy6e—POxy VII 1028; IV 714; XII 1452, col 1 (86-128 A.D.)

paoihinds yoouuatetc—POxy VII 1028; TV 714; XII 1452, col 1 (86-128 A.D.)
yuuvaoiopynoac—POxy VII 1028; PErl 31; PBrux inv E 7910 (B6-after 212 A.D.)
yoouuatene mokews—POxy VII 1028; 1V 714 (86-122 A.D.)

Evapyos mounmaywyds—PEr 31; PBrux inv E 7910 (after 212 A.D.)
eEpmrevioac—PEr] 31; PBrux inv E 7910 (after 212 A.D.)

fovhevtic—PEr! 31; PBrux inv E 7910 {after 212 AD.)

PrfiogihoE—POxy TV T14: TIT 478 (122-32 A.D.)

ol mode o Emuxpicev—PErl 31: PBrux inv E 7910 {after 212 A.D.)
Emuxoltics—POxy IV 714 (122 A.D.)

There does not seem to have been any fixed official qualification for membership on the
commission. In three of the documents, the strategus and royal scribe both belong to the epikrisis
commission and may have frequently been a part of it. Their names, however, do not occur in
documents after 127/28. In fact, no officials of the central government are addressed in any
metropolite epikrisis document from Oxyrhynchus after 132 AD. From that date until the first
half of the third century, addressees in the Oxyrhynchus texts are either lost or omitted, and in the

37, Of the eight documents where this section is preserved,
only one (BGL'T 109) has not been designated by its editors as
made by a hand other than that of the rest of the document.
BGLU 1 109, however, may also have been signed by the official
himself or through his scribe (there i a gap in the téxt just before
the date). In PRyl 11 104 there is no official signature, although
in & second hand the declarant himsell signs the declaration. The
six documents which preserve the signature are: PRyl 11 103;
PGrenf 11 49; PGen 19; PTeb 11 320 PStrassh 134; and PGen
18.

38. This is the case in PGrenfI149; PGen 19, PTeb11 320;
and PGen 18. It may be true also of PRyl 11 103 and PStrassb
134 where, unfortunately, the official’s name s lost.

39, The six are; POxy VII 1028; POxy 1V 714; X1 1452,
col I; 1T 478; PEr 31; and PBruxinv E 7910, The beginnings of
the following five declarations have been lost: PRyl IT 278;
POxy I1258; PWiscI 17, PSIXII 1230; POxy X 1306. Three of
the declarations are unaddressed (as was the case with PRyl 11
104 from Arsinoe, supra, note 6): PSI VII 732: Pxy VIII
LIS WiChrest 217, These omissions may indicate that the
documents are copies.

. Six officials in POxy VII 1028; five in POxy IV T14;
two in PErl 31 and PBruxinv E 7910; one in POxy 111 478; and
an unspecified number in POxy XII 1452, col 1, where two
names are given along with the phrase wal ol &(how)
werthi(=eL).
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third century documents (PErl 31 and PBruxinv E 7910) the epikrisis commission is made up of
two senators from the municipal senate. That the officials be ex-gymnasiarchs apparently was not
required, although three are mentioned in the declarations. The general address of POxy XII
1452, col I, ““and to the other appropriate officials™, suggests that the members of the commission
might be appointed as they were required by the strategus and royal scribe.

Declarants in Oxyrhynchus identify themselves in this way: maod N., son of N. and N. &’
"OEvpliyywv moéhewes.! Among those making declarations are: father or mother for a son,* uncle
for 11.-:;::Iw.,"o.va.-',"‘1 and owners for slaves.* In the two cases where the mother makes the declaration,
her husband is dead. The uncle states in explaining why he is making the declaration that his
brother, the boy’s father, is dead, but nothing is mentioned about the boy’s mother, who also may
have been dead, since she did not declare for him.

The declaration following the addresses is presented in accordance with regular formula,
which can be seen in four parts.

(1) A prepositional phrase specifying that the declaration is made xowd té nehevo(Hévra)
mepl Emxoi(oews) 1av mpooP(efnxdtav) or mpoof(cuwvovrmv) i (TOLOKGLOEXOETELS) OF
(tecoapeorouderaeteic).’® Some variations occur in the form. POxy VII 1028 substitutes mepl
tou Emuouiijvar tovg moeoof() for mepi..mwpoof( ). Ta upvdévra is used in place of T
wehevobévra in POxy 11 258, and mepi émuxpioemg tav is replaced by éni térv mpooPefnnotay.
POxy 11 478; PSIVII 732;and WChrest217 omit the mpoof( ). This abbreviation mpoofi{ ) has
to be resolved with either mpoof(awvdviav) or mpooP(efnxotwv).” None of the documents
specify whose orders are here referred to.

(2) A conditional statement: el £€ dugotéowy unroomokertiv (dwderadpdypwy) eioiv'’ or
el untoom(oiital) dwdexddoaypol) elowv.* The latter form is used when the declaration has been
made on behalf of a slave, and it refers to the owner(s) o1 the slave.

(3) The statement declaring the boy is eligible for the epikrisis: érdeyn & dpgodou N. (gen.)
O vide wovw (or & dovhog pov) N. (followed by listing of mother, parents, ancestry, or other items
identifying the child) mooo(Pefrndc) eic (toworaidexaeteic) @ dwehd(dvr) ( )th (Fre):™

or
dA@ TOv vidy wov (or tov dothdv pov) N. (followed by identification of mother or father)
dvaryoa(gpopevoy) én dupddou N moooPefnxévan elg totg (TOLoRmOERAETELS) T@ EVEOTAOTL

41. Additional information is sometimes included. The npoofefrxdrwy els tpurmbexcetels: POxy 11 258; X11

fepodoy is identified in POxy [1 258 and IV 714, In POxy VIII
1109 we are told that the declarant is making his declaration
through his friend (&u N. gilov), perhaps because he himself
for some reason cannot meet his responsibility, In PSTVIT 732
the declarant indicates that he has been adopted by his paternal
uncle. In POxy VIII 1028 and 111 478 where women are the
declarants, they specify that they are doing so petd suplov N

42, Father for son: POxy 1 258; PWisc 117; POxy VIII
1109: X 1306; and probably PRy 11 278; PErl 31: PBruxinv E
7910. Mother for son: POxy VII 1028; 111 475,

43, POxy XII 1452, col |

44, POxy IV 714: PSI VII 732; WChrest 217; PSI X11
1230.

45. This section has been lost in PRyITT 278 PWisc 1 17;
POxy IV 714; PEr131; and itis partially missing in PSIXII 1230
and PBrux inv E 791,

46, mpooPaviviey el TEOOEDEHILOEHOETELD! POy VI
1028,
mooofaivivtony els Towoxmbexaereiz: WChrest 217,

1452, col I; VIII 1109% PSI XII 1230 (where the editor
incorrectly has mpoofi{cuvinveony) in this place); POxy X 1306,

47, POxy VII 1028 (with the 8£ missing); 11 258; XI1I 1452,
col I: TIT 478; VIIT 110%; X 1306,

48, PSI VI 732; WChrest 217, PSI XII 1230 (with the
elowy missing ). That this states was required of both parents is
indicated also by PST X 1109 (93-94 A D.), a declaration on
oath to a sirategus by the guardian of a boy who had been
examined that both the boy’s father and maternal grandfather
were Sorderdaboaron

49, POxy 11 258 (which has ooy fveordrn ( Jth (Bred) at
the end); POxy XIT 1452, col I; VIIT 110%9; WChrest 217; PSIT
X1 1230 (which has ti mpodyovr{i) ( Jth (Eved) at the end);
POxy X 1306,

5(k These declarations supply the name for twelve
different fpgpoba: "Avie TMopzpfoife, Aewdmg, Apdpov
Sonpubog, Apopov  Tvpvaciou, “Inmodpopou, Kumhéuow,
Kpnruson, M._-mek:?.f'w:n', Motow Kowreidog, [lappsvouwg
Napadeioov, Mupevinns Tepyevordiens.
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( )th (Exel).” -

(4) The declaration proper: &ev TaQoyEVOUEVOS TTOOS THY ToUTOU EixoLowy dNAD adTov
elvan (dwdenddoayuov) waue dpolwg elvar (dwderddoayuov) avaypa(gpopevov) fniiu_\:v't:d by
the information necessary to prove that the declaration is a correct and legitimate one,™ or (as
part of the construction listed as an alternative in (3) above) xai glval avTov (h(lJéEZﬁﬁQ(lx!lU\;}
xai 2ué (or Tov Tovtov matépa) followed by the information proving that the declarant is
dvayoa(pouevoy) or pntpomokitny (dwdexddoaypov).™

The credentials offered by the declarants in Oxyrhynchus all have as their purpose the
identification of the boy submitted for the epikrisis as dwdexadoayuog. This was done by proving
that both parents belonged to a class of those who were citizens of the metropolis (untoomolitmv)
and were assessed for poll-tax at a rate of twelve drachmas (dwderadodywy). That proof was
detailed in this section of the declaration. Where the documents are complete in this part they
show that the declaration normally listed the boy’s father (or owner) and the boy’s maternal
grandfather as dwdenddpaypor registered as such in one of the dugoda either Hid haoypagiacor
5 duordyou haoyoogiag or dU émxpiosws at the time specified.™ Usually the registrants are
spoken of as being dvayoagdouevol through various processes, and the only exception to the use
of this term is found in POxy VII 1028 where reference is made to father, maternal grandfather,
and boy submitted for epikrisis as dmwoyoaydauevor in the fourteen year census.

Only one declaration (POxy III 478) identifies the declarant in this credentials section as
untoomohitns. It would seem that the earlier statement (el £5 dugotfowy unTOOTOAELTGV
(dmdexadbodypwy) eioly and its equivalent for slave declarations) was sufficient to establish the
declarants as metropolites. Furthermore, as we will see below, only citizens of the metropolis
were assessed at the twelve drachma rate and therefore the term dwdendadoaypog would by itself
identify one as a pnrpomolitnc.

As support for the credentials presented, the declarant usually appended to his declaration a
solemn oath that he Lad presented no false informaiton (xal opvio.. iy Ty of emperor N. u
#pevothan)™ or that everything in the declaration was true (xoi Spviw by emperor i elvarté

al. POxy VII 1028 (which substitutes mpooguowin for
&mhid, omits the age, and has dmoypa(ydapevoy) for
dverypogpopevoy)); PWise 1 17 (where the verb and name are
missing in a lacuna); POxy I11 472 (which has T Sehddvm);
PSIWIL 732 {where yeyovévo (tpuosabesoetd) replaces the
oo fefnxévon el (tpuobauxaeteiz)). Here, too, belongs POxy
IV 714 where the editors have mistakenly read Soi[ids
poul...[rpoo]féfinee[v]. This reading should be Safifhiv pou]...
[rrpoo]fefnmé]vou).

52, POocy 11 258 (els mipv instead of mpde tipv); PWiscl 17;
POxy IV T14; X11 1452, ol I: VI 1109: WChrest217: PSIXII
1230; POxy X 1306, Of these documents POxy 11 258; PWisc]
17; and POxy IV 714 omit referénce to the boy as
(Bubendabpogpov); and POxy TV 714 and XTI 1452, col 1 da not
speak of the declarant as dvorypalgpduevoy).

33. POxy VI 1028 (wdv clrod mortépo,., doroy-
ogu(yapevov)+ details); POxy 111 478 {does not speak of child
as (dwdendadpmmov) nor s the declarant said to have been
dvarypalpdpuevov) at any time); PSIVIL 732 (the reference to
avorypo(pdpevey) for the declarant is not included).

34. Father (or owner) as Sodenddpummuoy dvayrpagpiue-
o Budt hooypepios: PWise 1 17: POxy IV 714; VIII 1109,
Wilhrest 217; PSI X1 1230; and &' dpokdyon haoypopios:
POxy X11 1452 col 1; 111 478: PSI VII 732,

Maternal grandfather as dowdexdadpoypov dvaypapouevoy
61" Opokdroy haoypagiog: PWisc 1 17; and father of mother's
former patronness & Emeaploems: POxy 111 478, In POxy I1
258; XI1 1452, col I; and VIII 1109 the grandfather is merely
identfied as f.‘ll:ll{‘lE.:-u,'iq":-l._:l::l.;w.'r; OF a5 awrppapduevos

The eredentials of the father have been lost in POxy 11 258;
and those of both father and maternal grandfather are missing in
PRyl 11 278; POxy X 1306; PEd 31, and PBrux inv E 7910,

All of these phrases deal with the manner in which the
poll-tax list was drawn up and kept up to date, since the tax was
collected annually, The fourteen vear census (moar’ oixioy
dorypag ) would provide the names for the tax list. Such a tax
st would carry over each year wntil the next census, and
revisions in the register would be made through documents
merely stating but not proving the status of those registered (81
Spohkérpon haoypagiog); for this term see B.A. Van Groningen,
"OMOAOTOE"” Mnpemosyne 50 (1923) 124-37. The
registration on the lists dut booyoapios seems to refer 1o lists in
which the names of those entered have been proved to be of the
status required either through an epikrisis or census (most of the
documents which speak of Laovpogio alone give years as the
date of the hooyppopio),

33. POxy VIL 1028; PWisc1 17: POxy IV 714: PSI VI
732; WChrest 217; and PSI X1I 1230.
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TeoYEYROUpEVa).

The date and signatures follow the oath and conclude the declaration. Unfortunately, this
part of the declaration has been lost or damaged in all but five of the documents.’” From these five
declarations, however, we can recover the formula typical of the Oxyrhynchite declarations for
this kind of epikrisis. Each of them has the date immediately after the oath. Then in all but one of
the documents the date is followed by the signature of the declarant: N. émidédwna i
npoyeyoaupuéve xal dpdpora tov Spxov.” The handwriting of the signature differs from that of
the declaration and obviously is that of the declarant himself.*

In two of these declarations a notation has been made about the placing of the application on
the official docket: nateyx(wololy) émx(otaic) + date.™ No indication is given in any of the
documents whether or not the examination was made and the application approved.

As with Arsinoite declarations, the form used in Oxyrhynchus remained relatively
consistent throughout its years of use there. Apart from variations dictated by individual
circumstances (e.g., uncle declaring for his nephew), the variations are minor or are consistent.
That is to say, the form required for epikrisis of slaves wds consistently different from that for
other young men. The only possible difference worth noting is the apparent shift from nome
officials (up to 132 A.D.) to city or village officials. We hesitate to make much of this because of
the sizeable gap in the records preserved. We do not have information from 132 A.D. until
sometime after 212 A.D., and therefore we cannot document the apparent shift. It is possible that
after 212 A.D. and the Constitutio Antoniniana the process was transferred to purely local
officials for as long as the procedure was retained. This will be discussed later when we consider
the function served by metropolite epikrisis.

C. Heracleopolis

Only one epikrisis document (PBon 19) from Heracleopolis has been found, and,
regrettably, it has suffered much damage. We cannot, therefore, determine with certainty from
this one mutilated text what the typical form of these declarations was. We can only list the
formula which that one surviving document has preserved and hope that further evidence will
eventually show that epikrisis declarations here as in Arsinoe and Oxyrhynchus followed a
standard form.

In the place where the declarations from Arsinoe and Oxyrhynchus list the addressees,
PBon 19 has no reading because of damage to the papyrus. Portions of the text identifying the
declarant do remain, although the name has been lost: [mapd N.]..¢ yeyvp(vaciapymzdtos)
unlrloos [ ag’] ‘Hoa(xhéovg) Tohews (duradpdypou) dvayp[algouévon)]. The declarant thus
identifies himself (or his father) as an exgymnasiarch, names his (or his father’s) mother, lists his
place of residence, and speaks of himself as registered in the eight drachma tax group.

With a statement much like those of the Oxyrhynchite documents, the declarant introduces
his declaration by saying: &mei & viog pov [ |..hhews g wal ap..[ mpooPéPnx]ev sic
(toroncudexaeteic) 1@ éveordri...; and he then declares: [dnhd elvan adt]dv pnre(omohiv)

56. POxy IT 258; 111 478.

57. PSI XII 1230 merely has the date ending the
declaration and WiChrest 217 has a partial date followed by a
break in the document. Neither of these documents provides us
a complete text for the ending.

58, This form has been constructed by using information
taken from all of the documents. The signature usually lacks this
complete form. N. émbébaxa: POxy VI 1028; 11 258; PWiscl

17 (adds [vi nployey|(plapé[val; POxy IT1 478, 'Oucpona tév

Oloxov]: POxy 11 478, POxy IV 714 is the document which

provides us a complete text but omits the declarant’s signature.
39. POxy IIl 478 is an exception. Here the xpios has

written the woman's signature as well as the declaration, and he

states that he has done so because the declaramt is illiterate.
60. POxy IV 714 and 111 478.




20 STATUS DECLARATIONS IN ROMAN EGYPT

(oxtadoayuov). What follows this is difficult to determine because of the extremely fragmentary
nature of the text. The editor has been able to read: Afopal [odv yevopevog eig Ty |. attob
¢mizpwowy, but after this no reading is certain. These twelve lines of text which include several
names presumably offered proof of the boy’s eligibility for the classification for which he was
submitted. Precisely what that proof was cannot be determined, and how the document ended is
not known.

D. Hermopolis

One of the two documents from Hermopolis has a complete form of the declaration which is
probably characteristic of this metropolis. SB 7440a is addressed to the officials responsible for
the epikrisis (Bmuxpitai[c]). Who they were and what their qualifications were is not indicated,
probably because this document is a copy of the original. This seems to be the meaning of the word
....01000(v) in the upper margin. That SB 7440a is a copy is further indicated by the fact that the
subscription of this document is in the same hand as the body. SB 7440b, which comes
immediately after SB 7440a on this papyrus, does not have the dative listing the addressees. It
would appear that the general term émuxpitaig of the previous declaration was meant to go with
this declaration also. On the basis of these copies of original Hermopolite declarations, we can
suggest that the originals usually were addressed to the proper officials, and we can guess that
these officials were identified at least by name and probably by office also.

Both declarations, it seems, have the regular form for identification of the declarant. The
text of SB 7440a has mapd N., son of N. and N., ‘Epopomok(itov) damd y(vuvaoiov)
dx[taldodyuon dvaypagopé]viov] éxfi né]i(ewe) "Anni(ubTov); and that of SB 7440b, which
lacks most of this identification, has [dvayoagopélvio]u,” éx’ d&[u]g[6d(ov)] M.

From this point on, the applications show little agreement in form, although the same
function is served by the declarations. Initially they have the same construction: éxei & viog pov
N., unrpog N., mpooéfh eig Tovg (towoxadexaeteic)™, but the declarations soon show that they
are not following a common form. SB 7440a continues: xai égpeithel [&x]u[ot]ivar as my three
other sons were; but SB 7440b goes on to say: ugépetan e [t]oic émnpe|voluévois el £owv (sic!)
£E dugotépary ylolvéav pnroonoketay dutadody[u]ov.® After this preliminary statement the
declarant in SB 7440b submits his credentials: [8jnh® éué muxfe]xoiobar T »far’ oijxiav
dmoypogf + date and the statement that in the next census the boy’s mother was also enrolled,
though not through an epikrisis. No credentials, strictly speaking, are offered in $B 7440a. The
declarant merely says: 810 &Eud #ai tovTov év tloig]...........o0v Ty adehg[dv] avtfot...] dg
wa|#qxeL, probably because the proceedings involving the other three sons would provide the
required validation for this son’s right to a privileged status.

Only SB 7440a has legible readings beyvond this point at which the text of SB 7440b becomes
very fragmentary. As in Oxyrhynchite declarations, the declarant takes an oath that he has not
presented false information: ®al dpyviw by Ty 1Oy of emperor N. [und]év dieyetodar. The

61. Although I have not seen this papyrus, | am confident
that the reading here should not be dveypagdpevo]s as read
by the editor. The nominative never appears at this point in the
other cpikrisis documents.

52, This rﬂ:lding 15 from SB 74404, §B 7440k has TO 1-;11':[1”
gl TOUC TEOOMQETHINDEXIETELS.

3. That both parents in Hermopolis must be metropolites

before their son qualifies for privileged status is substantiated by
PStrassb185=SB RB038 in which the stratcgus of the
Hermopolite nome orders an investigation in connection with ol
fnd o unreomchens. el tols TEooopEcHMBERGETELS
noaafalvovies dgnhixes to find out whether both parents were
I TOOTOALTOL.

i

-
el

N
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date follows this oath, and finally the declaration is concluded with the signature of the declarant:
N. [Emdédoxa »ai] Gpooa tov Gpxov. No indication is given of the decision reached by the
COmIMission.

E. Summary and Comparison of Forms

The metropolite epikrisis declarations from all of the nomes represented reveal a marked
similarity in form. All fall generally into four main sections: (1) the introduction in which
addresses are given and identifications made, (2) the declaration that the boy submitted for
epikrisis is eligible for a privileged status, (3) the credentials supporting the declaration, and (4)
the conclusion in which the date, signatures, and official action on the declaration may be
included.

There are, however, significant differences among the specific forms used from nome to
nome to present this information. In fact, each nome’s form of application is usually distinctive
enough to permit identification of the provenance of epikrisis documents which do not indicate
the nome or city in which they were submitted.* This certainly is true of the Arsinoite and
Oxyrhynchite declarations, and it may be true also of those from Hermopolis and Heracleopolis,
although there are not enough declarations from the latter two places to confirm this.

The main differences between the Arsinoite and Oxyrhynchite declarations are as follows.

(1) The Arsinoite documents are addressed to two municipal officials who have served as
gymnasiarchs and now function as the commission responsible for the epikrisis; the Oxyrhynchite
documents are submitted to one or more officials of the nome or of the metropolis, and in the first
century A.D. the strategus himself and the secretary of the nome (Pacihixds youuplaTeds) were
members of the commission. Although previous service as gymnasiarch seems to have been a
qualification in Arsinoe, this was not so in Oxyrhynchus where only three officials are identified as
ex-gymnasiarchs. All members of the commission in Oxyrhynchus have held or are holding some
office within the nome or metropolis.

(2) The Arsinoite declarations in every case offer enrollment in at least one fourteen year
census (a1 olxioy dwoyoagi)) by the boy’s parents or by the declarant as proof of the eligibility
of the boy for privileged status, and the census lists serve as the main source of validation for the
claims. Those from Oxyrhynchus, on the other hand, in offering credentials rely on the tax lists
drawn up in a census year or revised annually on the basis of information supplied by the populace
stating (81" dpohdyor haoyoagiag) or proving (0 émunpicenc) that the register should be
revised. Whereas the Arsinoite declarants showed both parents were enrolled in the census, the
Oxyrhynchite declarants offered proof that the boy’s father and maternal grandfather were
registered as taxpayers paying the twelve drachma rate.

(3) The documents from Arsinoe usually are concluded by the signature of one of the
officials on the commission who has certified that the boy submitted is the legal son (or slave) of
the parents (or owner) designated by the declaration. In effect, this means that the document
signed in this way by the official amounts to a receipt or certification of the completed epikrisis.
No such certification is noted on the Oxyrhynchite declarations. Here the signatures are those of
the declarants or those writing the document for them. The only official notation found on them is
the statement (in two documents) that the declarations have been placed on the docket.

64, This is true, for example, of BGL X1 2086 which is classification,
listed among the Arsinoite documents. Its form permits no other
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I[I. THE FUNCTION OF THE DOCUMENTS

Of all the types of epikrisis declarations, the metropolite is the easiest to classify according to
function. As is true of all the applications for epikrisis, the general function of the metropolite is
the determination of status. The declarants seek to prove that the young men submitted for
epikrisis are entitled to classification as unroomohital dwdexdadoayuor (or drtddpuyuo or
elrooidoayuol).

The function of this process can be defined more specifically than simply the determination
of status. To be a pnrpomokitne dwdenddpayuos (or the equivalent in the other three nomes)
means to belong to a privileged taxation category. It is not by accident that the ages most
frequently given for the boys are thirteen and fourteen. At age fourteen. young men in Egypt™
became subject to poll-tax. Therefore, it was necessary for parents (or owner, since slaves also
were subject to the poll-tax) to make a declaration before that time if they wanted the boys to
receive the tax privilege to which they were entitled. Whenever the age of a boy exceeds fourteen,
we must assume that something prevented the parents from making a declaration at the proper
time.™

The privilege granted to these applicants, providing they met the necessary qualifications,
was a reduction of their poll-tax payment. The poll-tax (Aaoyoagia) imposed on Egypt by the
Romans differed in amount in the nomes, possibly as a reflection of the different degrees of
prosperity from nome to nome. From the tax roll preserved in PLond 11 257 (pp. 19-28 — 94
A.D.), it is clear that the full annual rate in Arsinoe and the Arsinoite nome was forty drachmas
per head. The privileged rate for some who resided in the metropolis apparently was half that
amount. Although the metropolite documents of Arsinoe do not identify the tax rate of the
privileged, from tax receipts for the poll-tax such as PLond I1 170 (p. 69 — 175 A.D.) and 340
(pp. 69-70 — 179 A.D.) and from the tax roll PLond II 261 (pp. 53-61 — 72-73 A.D.), it is
certain that the privileged paid only twenty drachmas. The full rate for residents of Oxyrhynchus
and the Oxyrhynchite nome is disputed, but is usually set at sixteen drachmas.”” From the
declarations of the privileged in the metropolis we learn that their rate was twelve drachmas. The
reduced rate in Heracleopolis and Hermopolis was eight drachmas. We do not know what the full
rate was. but it may have been. as in Arsinoe, double the reduced rate.”

[n order to qualify for this reduced poll-tax rate, certain conditions had to be met. First, both
parents (or the owner) of the boy seeking the reduced rate had to belong to the privileged
metropolite group and had to be registered as such in one of the quarters of the metropolis.
Second. one or both of the parents (or the owner) had to submit to the proper officials a
declaration of the type described above as an application for the privileged status and as proof of
the right to receive it. When the declaration was found to be in order, the bov's name was entered
on the proper tax list in the manner illustrated by PLond I1 260 (pp. 42-53 — 72.73 A D).

Mere residence in the metropolis, therefore, was not enough to qualify young men for the
tax privilege. The fact that their parents both had to belong to the privileged category indicates
that this was an hereditary right passed on from parents to children. Furthermore, the VEry

65. Except Roman citizens, citizens of Alexandria, and The youngest recorded ages for metropolite epikrisis are
some priests. See Wallace 109-10. eleven in PSIX 1109 (93-9%4 A D, Oxyrhynchus), a declaration
66, Asin PBruxinv E 8017, The two young men submitted on oath o a strategus by the guardian of a boy who had been
10 the epikrisis officials here are 24-and 21 years old. Possible examined that the boy's father and maternal grandfather were
reasons for the late declaration are negligence by the parents or dindesadpoyion and twelve in PHaw 401 (161-69 AD.,
their inability for some reason o apply at the proper time, Arsinoe), a metropolite declaration
Bingen suggests s possibilities: chunge of residence or status or 67. Sec Wallace 126,

return 1o Arsimoe after residing elsewhere for a time, 68. For a discussion of these rates, see Wallace 121-26.
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existence of a privileged rate also indicates that not everyone in the metropolis paid it. Otherwise
it would not be a privilege and there would be no reason to go through a special process such as
that outlined above. It seems likely, although it cannot be proven, that at some early period during
the Roman occupation of Egypt a list was drawn up in each of the metropoleis identifying the first
privileged metropolites.® The list probably was formulated during the reign of Augustus, and a
possible date for this is about 4/5 A.D. This date, to judge from the gymnasium declarations in
which credentials are regularly referred back to this time, apparently was the occasion for certain
administrative changes in Egypt. Another possibility is that the first metropolite list was drawn up
at the time when the first fourteen year census was made (33/34 A.D. or more likely earlier),™
The earliest metropolite declarations are dated in the last quarter of the first century A.D., and
this, with the exception of POxy I1 288 (see note 70), is the earliest proof of the existence of this
privileged group.

The original membership in this category cannot be determined, nor can the initial
qualifications or conditions for inclusion in it be identified. We may suggest, however, some
possibilities.

An examination of the names which appear in the metropolite epikrisis declarations
indicates that Greek and Egyptian names appear frequently in the documents. Moreover, in all
the declarations except those where names have been lost™ the families of the declarant and his
wite include members both with Greek names and with Egyptian names and, on occasion, with
mixed names. The frequency with which Egyptians as well as Greeks are named in the
declarations indicates that the process of metropolite epikrisis initially involved both groups or a
mixture of both.

Assuming that this is correct, we can theorize some more about these original metropolites.
Perhaps when the list originally was fixed, it included all the Greeks or Greco-Egyptians resident
in the metropolis at the time or it may have been made up of those who held office in the
metropolis or nome. They in distinction from the Egyptians of the smaller villages and rural areas
were more likely to have been influenced by the Hellenic culture and probably were involved in
local government and assisted in the administration of the nomes. Because of their responsibilities
and because of their greater cultural harmony with the Romans, these metropolites were granted
privileges such as a reduced poll-tax rate when that tax was imposed by the Romans.

The original Greco-Egyptian metropolites then transmitted the privileged status to their
children, and eventually (or more probably when the original list was drawn up) the process by
which the transmission was certified was the epikrisis. Because the metropolites may have had
specific and important functions to perform in the nome and in the metropolis, and because
non-metropolites might from time to time take up residence in the metropolis, it was necessary
that the membership in the group be regulated by the state through officials in the nome or
metropolis. The epikrisis which served to transmit the privileged status from father to son

69, Sec Mertens 109-10. epikrisis is indicated by two documents from Hermopolis in

70. Homberi-Préaux, Recherches 47-52, insist that S8
3661 (33734 A.D.)is the earliest record of the census. Grenfell
and Hunf identify POxy 11 254 (19720 A.D.) as the earliest. The
census, of course, could have been instituted earlier than either
of these extant records indicates. My own suspicion is that the
census was imitiated m 5/6 A.D. and that the original
mietropolite list was made at that time of in the préevious year.
The collection of the poll-tax was thereby placed on a systematic
basis and allowance was officially made for exemptions or
reductions. The close connection between the census and the

which the census is called wot’ olwloy énizpuog (PHamb
60=CJP I11 485, 90 A.D. and SB9869a, 160 A.D.). That the
epikrisis and consequently the metropolite class existed as early
as 11-12 A.D. is attested by POxy IT 288 (22-25 A.D.), atax
account which includes a copy of an extract from an epikrisis of
11-12 A.D

71. Information is not complete for: Arsinoe — PStrassh
134; PR:I.-‘J’ II 279; PHaw 401; BGL XTI 2086, Oxyrhyinchus —
FRyl 11 278; POxy IV T14; PSI XII 1230; PErl 31.
Heracleopolis — PBon 19,
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accomplished this. Moreover, since the privilege granted to the metropolites involved a reduction
in tax revenue, it is quite likely that membership was controlled carefully. Such careful control is
indicated by the requirement that both parents (father directly and mother through her father)
belong to the category.

This would not necessarily mean that admission to the metropolites was impossible for those
whose parents and ancestors did not belong to the category. It is conceivable that others were
granted the status under exceptional circumstances. The metropolite declarations themselves
show that membership was extended to slaves and to freedmen. Their children, however, would
not become metropolites unless as slaves their owner declared for them or as freedmen they
married another metropolite. In fact, no metropolite, it seems, could bring his children into the
category unless he or she married another metropolite.

Eventually (or originally when the list was made up) the residents of the metropoleis
included many non-metropolites as well as metropolites. Thus it was essential for the tax officials
to continue to require applications for epikrisis so they could determine easily who the privileged
were. This they did for at least the period of time between the last half of the first century A.D. and
the first half of the third century A.D., the time from which all known metropolite epikrisis
declarations come.

Most of the extant declarations are from the second century A.D., and only five declarations
are dated in the third century. Of these five, four definitely belong to the first quarter of that
century. No metropolite declaration later than 235 A.D. has been found. The reason why this
process apparently was discontinued early in the third century is not at all clear.”™ It has been
suggested by Paul Mertens™ that the disappearance of these declarations may be related to the
promulgation of the Constitutio Antoniniana in 212 A.D. What effect this extensive grant of
Roman citizenship had on taxation in Egypt is uncertain. Although Roman citizens were not
liable to the poll-tax, it is rather certain that the Constitutio Antoniniana did not eliminate the
Looypagia, the poll-tax paid by Egyptians, for the continuance of the tax can be documented
after 212 A.D.”™ We do not know, however, whether or not the privileged rate continued on the
same basis as before or whether it continued at all. It is logical to assume that it did since the
poll-tax continued to apply to Egyptians and the term dwderdadpaypog remained in use. If the
privileged rate did apply after 212 A.D., then we must try to explain why metropolite epikrisis
declarations cease so soon thereafter.”

We are compelled, it seems, to choose among three possible explanations for the
disappearance of metropolite declarations during the first part of the third century A.D.

(1) The Constitutio Antoniniana by granting Roman citizenship to Egyptians removed
them from liability to a poli-tax and thus applications were no longer necessary. Two major
objections to this explanation as we have seen above are: (a) receipts subsequent to 212 A.D.
show that for some Egyptians the poll-tax continued, and (b) we have four epikrisis declarations
later than 212 A.D., all of which cannot with certainty be explained away as vestiges of the system
discarded.

(2) Although the Constitutio Antoniniana granted Roman citizenship to Egyptians, they

T2. Apparently discontinued because the term Sodendd- Antominiana (Wieshaden 1958) 101-04,
popuos s found as late as 291 A.D. (PCorn 18). and no 73, Assuming that they do cease, The few that appear after
conclusive proof for termination of this epikrisis has been found 212 A.D. could be explained as the result of a transition from
other than the lack of declarations and the disappearance of the one system to another (whether that involves a change from
term pnrponokitys at the same time declaration to no declaration or from poll-tax to no poll-tax).
73. Mertens 112, Some localities may have been slow to change over to a new

74. For the evidence, see Christoph Sasse, [ve Constifutio procedure after 212 A.D
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continued to pay poll-tax on the same privileged and non-privileged basis as before. Yet for some
undetermined reason, metropolite declarations were no longer generally used or required. P.J,
Sijpesteijn™ offered the following explanation for the disappearance of the metropolite
declarations. He believed that the privileged category continued to exist and that probably after
212 A.D. this category was established without the submission of declarations. Unfortunately he
offers no reason why this new procedure should have been initiated or what the Constitutio
Antoniniana would have had to do with its introduction.”” There is, in fact, no apparent reason
(other than proximity in time) why such a change in procedure should be linked with the
Constitutio Antoniniana if the basis for taxation for Egyptians remained unchanged. Indeed,
POxy X 1306 indicates that some of the privileged did submit declarations after 212 A.D.
Aurelius Sarap...™ identifies himself as unrpomolitng dwdenddoayuoc and declares on behalf of
his son.

(3) The Constitutio Antoniniana brought about no changes in the poll-tax in Egypt, and
those who were privileged continued to pay a reduced rate and to submit declarations on behalf of
their children. The reason for the small number of extant declarations is that only a few have
turned up, not that the number submitted was less than before 212 A .D. However. in view of the
wealth of other documents from the third century A.D., it is odd that only a few of the many
epikrisis documents submitted have come to light.

None of these explanations is totally satisfying and each presents problems which cannot
now be solved. It seems better, nonetheless, to assume that the few early third century
declarations come from a procedure which had become non-essential and was gradually being
phased out than to believe that the few documents are all that we have happened to find for a
process still thriving as it had in the second century. My conclusion, therefore, is that the practice
of declaring continued for a brief time even though the epikrisis had become irrelevant, and that
the epikrisis was irrelevant then either because poll-tax was no longer demanded and was
gradually being phased out or because municipal officials discarded the process which had in fact
all along been convenient but not really essential in determining who metropolites were.

76, In his comments on PWisc 1 17. citizens to assume the pracnomen Aurelivs, Here apparently we
77. Ewven before 212 A.D., the government without the have a new Roman citizen of Egyptian extraction, liable to the
declarations could have determined who the privileged were poll-tax, and obligated to declare for his son. See also PEr 31
from birth notices and census records. and PBrux inv E 7910, where the same pracnomen occurs and is
78, It was costomary after the granting of Roman used to date the documents after 212 A.D.

citizenship through the Constitutio Antoninizna for the new
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Chapter III

The Gymnasium Class

Unlike the declarations for metropolite epikrisis which come from four different nomes, the
declarations of those #x Toi yuvpuvaoiov come only from Oxyrhynchus and Hermopolis." The
following list contains all known declarations of this type:

HERMOPOLIS

A.D, 132 SB 7440a (by parents)
156-57 PStrassb 288 (by parents?)
161-68 PAmh II1 75 (by mother)

latter half
of 2nd cent PRyl 11 102 (by parents?)

OXYRHYNCHUS
AD. 94-95 POxy 11 257 = WChrest 147 (by parents)
98 POxy X 1266 (by parents)
end of
1st cent PSI VII 731 (by parents)
127-28 POxy XII 1452, col II (by uncle)
224 POxy XXII 2345 (by parents)
260 POxy XVIII 2186 (by parents)
276 PSI V 457 (by uncle)

ORIGIN UNCERTAIN
AD. 215 PStrassb 219 (by parents?)
I. THE FORM OF THE DOCUMENTS
A. Oxyrhynchus

The formula used in the gymnasium declarations from Oxyrhynchus is similar in many ways
to that of the metropolite declarations, There is, in fact, the same introductory information. In the

1_. Unc_ dular._mun_ {PStrassh 219) is too feagmentary to remain epables ws to determine that it is a gymnasium
permit certain classification as to provenance. The text that does declaration. For a complete text of a gymnasium declaration, sec
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four Oxyrhynchite documents in which the beginning of the declaration has not been lost,” the
addressees are listed in the dative case. These officials are identified as:

oroatyoc—POxy XIT 1452, col IT (127-28 A.D.)

Paouixds yoaunatets—POxy XII 1452, col 1T (127-28 AD.)
yupvaowpmoac—POxy XVIIH 2186; PSI V 457 (260-76 A.D.)
BuprrogihaE—PST VII 731 (end of the first century A.D.)
Bovhevmc—POxy XVIII 2186; PSI V 457 (260-76 A.D.)

ol mpds 1) emxploa—POxy XVIII 2186; PSI 'V 457 (260-76 A.D.)
gEmmretoac—PSI V 457 (276 A.D.)

Evaprrog woounmijc—PSI V 457 (276 A.D.)

The same change in the type of officials from the early documents to the late ones can be observed
here as in the metropolite declarations, Officials of the nome seem to be replaced by municipal
office holders.

The declarant identifies himself with the phrase: mapd N., sonof N. and N. duot’ 'OEvpirygwv
nohews.” This is exactly the same formula as found in the metropolite declarations.

In the declaration proper, the formula, which does not alter substantially with date includes
the following:

(1) The prepositional phrase specifying that the declaration is made notd té xehevodévia
mepl Emutpioems TV Kpoofavoviwy elg Tovg éx ToU yuuvaolov. Variations from this form are
not substantial. POxy 11 257 substitutes amo yupvaciov for €¢ 1ot yvpvaociov. In PSIVII 731 the
reading is mepl Tov Emuxpnihjval toig mpoofaivovrac.’ This form is the same as the one found in
the metropolite declarations, except that eic todg éx ToU ~yuvpvaoiov replaces eic
(Toworondenaeteic) or (TecoapeoraLderaeTeic).

(2) A conditional statement: gl elowy T0oU yévoug Tovtov.” Here also the difference from the
metropolite declarations is slight; Tot yévoug tottov replaces £E dpgotépnv untoomokertary
(Bwderadbodynwy).

(3) A statement declaring that the boy is eligible for this epikrisis: &xdym &7 dugpddou N.
(gen.)" 6 vidg pou N, (followed by various items of identification) &v mpdc 10 éveotoe ( )th (Erog)
(£x@v) 10 (with identifying marks or characteristics listed),’

or
o Tov vidv pov N. (mother identified) yeyovévou (Tolonaderasti) eig to éveatdc ( )th (Etog)
£’ apgpodov N.* More variation from the metropolite declarations is found in this section than in
the previous ones. The most interesting difference is in the addition of the listing of physical or
other identifying characteristics.

Appendix TI1. yopvooiow 15 regularly employed in birth declarations.,
2, The addressecs’ names and offices have been lost in 5. 'This statement is missing in POxy [1 257 and has been

POxy 11 257; X 1266; and XXII 2345,

3. Thiz phrase is lost in POxy X 1266 and XXII 2345,
POxy 1l 257 and PSI VI 731 add éppobov ‘Hpoxdfovs tomuwy,
and PSI ¥ 457 inserts before the name of the city T(vg)
hopmpfag).

4, The editor of POxy XI1 1452, col Il resolves mpoofi( ) as
apoaf(efnuodtoy) mainly, it seems, because the metropolite
declaration of col 1 is best interpreted as the perfect participle.
The same abbreviation in PSI'V 457 has not been resolved. The
better reading in both documents probably is that of the other
declarations of this type: mpoof{awvdytov), See Mertens 1135,
Mertens also asseris in note 99 on this same page that = 1ot
yupvoolow is preferred in epikrisis declarations, but dmd

lost in a lacuna in POxy X 1266,

6. The aupoda found in these documents are: "Hpaxiéoug
Tomoww, Kpnmxot, and Mntpagou,

7. POxy XXI1 2345 (the boy s said to have ascar and tobe
literate); POxy XVIII 2186 (age restored as [1]6; the boy has a
scar on his left cheek, has a small forehead, and is strkingly tall);
PSIV 457 (agelost); POxy XI1 1452, col 11, like the metropolite
declarations, has instead of &v etc, mpoof(efnx=ds) el
(rpuonderaeteic) vp Suehf{ove) ( Jth Eren. This whole section
(3) has been lost in POxy X 1266,

8. POxy 11 257; and PSI VII 731 is similar o this, but
substitutes freely: mooogevi fpucuvrdy poofefina(bo) elg
1o (Towoxoedexaetels) dad yupvasion @ ( th (Ered).




28 STATUS DECLARATIONS IN ROMAN EGYPT

(4) The declaration: &fev mapayevopevog TEOS TV TOUTOU ETIHOLOWV oA xata Ty
vevopévny (date) Tév £x Tol yupvaociov énixowow émxexnpliodal 1ov matépa (or other relative)
followed by the listing of credentials.” The initial part of this declaration is exactly the same as that
of the metropolite documents. After this, however, the two classes of declarations differ greatly,
although both proceed to identify the credentials offered for validation of the claim.

The credentials portion the gymnasium documents is much longer and more involved than
that of the metropolite declarations. In each of the six Oxyrhynchite declarations which contain
this section or a portion of it, it seems that the declarant normally traces the membership of the
boy's ancestors in the gymnasium class back to a list drawn up in the thirty-fourth year of
Augustus (4/5 A.D.). Both father and mother of the boy submitted are shown to be members of
the gymnasium class, but the information about the membership of the father’s ancestors in the
class is usually more complete than that provided for the mother’s ancestors." By citing the year
and place in which these ancestors were accepted by epikrisis into the class, the declarant moves
from himself or his wife back to the ancestor enrolled during the reign of Augustus. The list which
follows gives the earliest date provided by the documents for both father’s and mother’s

Ancestors.

Father's ancestry Mother’s ancestry

POxy II 257 AD. 4/5 AD. 4/5
POxy X 1266 4/5 72/73
PSI VII 731 2 ?

POxy XII 1452 4/5 4/3

72/73 (lacuna follows)
80 (lacuna follows)
none listed

POxy XXII 2345 72/73 (lacuna follows)
POxy XVIII 2186 4/5
PSI V 457 4/5

PSIVII 731 and POxy XXII 2345 presumably also listed information on the father’s side back to
4/5 A.D. and it appears that this was usually the earliest date for the listing of the mother’s
ancestors. Why PSI'V 457 includes no information about the mother’s side and why POxy X 1266
goes back only to 72/73 A.D. is not known."

It seems that 72/73 A.D. as well as 4/5 was a year of special significance for this process. The
date perhaps marks a reclassification of the gymnasium class like the original classification during
the reign of Augustus. POxy X 1266 speaks of a 1éEwg tév Emuxexpyuévary in 72/73 A.D. This
TiELg may be the equivalent of the ybagn of 4/5 A.D. or an updating of that original list, perhaps
to include additional names. The appearance of names for the first time on the roll of 72/73 could
explain why some documentation is carried back only that far. Why the strategus in that year
revised the list is unknown. Indeed, we are not even sure why the original list was made in 4/5
A.D.

9. This section and the ones following it have been lost in
BSI VII 731.

10. One reason for this is that the mother's ancestry is
listed toward the end of the document where damage to the
papytus. has deprived us of a complete listing, This is true of
POxy XX11 2345 and XVIIL 2186, In POxy X 1266 the mother’s
ancestry 8 traced back only to 72/73, and in PSI'V 457 no
attempt is made to establish the maternal classification in the
EYMNAsium,

11. Ttis possible that this information was not essential for
validation of the claim, for gymnasium declarations, unlike
those of the metropolite category, do not specify anywhere that
both parents should belong to the class for which the boy is
submitted. It is very likely, however, that both parents had to be
members of the gymnasium class, for most of the documents go
to great lengths to prove that they both are members. See
Mertens 117-21 for a discussion of the significance of T2/73
AD.
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In POxy XVIII 2186 we find a very careful listing of the ancestors of the declarant and his
wife. This listing, summarized below, will illustrate the form in the credentials section of these
documents. The name of the boy submitted for epikrisis and the names of his father and mother
have been lost.

Father's Ancestry Gugpoda
[N.] submitted for epikrisis, A.D. 260 [N.]
his father, the declarant, [N.] [énw(expiofal)] [date]. Kontunot
the boy’s grandfather, Sarapion, émux(exolobal), A.D. 165/66, "Avopgpodagymv
the boy’s great-grandfather, [N.] [Emun(expioftal)] [date], Mntpdov
the father’s great-grandfather, Cornelius, émx(enoioftar), A.D. 114/15, Mnromou
the grandfather’s great-grandfather [N.], [fmux(expioBai)] [reign of

Domitian], Kontixon
Cornelius’ grandfather [N.] [gmux(exoiofal)], A.D. 72/73, Mnromov
Cornelius’ great-grandfather, Philon [#mux(expiofar)] [date) [N.]
Philon’s father, Dionysius, A.D. 4/5, év 1j} 1o A8 (¥1ouc) Peot naioapoc

yoal(gn)
Mother’'s Ancestry
[N.] submitted for epikrisis A.D. 260 [N.]
his mother [N.]
her father, Chosion, émux(expiobal), A.D. 181/82 [N.]
her grandfather [N.], émux(explota), A.D. 147/48 [N.]
her great-grandfather, Apollonius (also called Zoilus) [&rix(exoiofar)], A.D.

119/20 [N.]
her father’s great-grandfather, Apollonius, émux(enplofal), A.D. 79/80 [N.]

(the remainder of the listing is lost)

The proof section of all the Oxyrhynchite gymnasium declarations consists of statements
affirming that various ancestors have gone through the epikrisis which admits them to the
gymnasium class. No other proof is offered except the statement that an ancestor who lived in
Oxyrhynchus in 4/5 A.D. was originally entered on the list of the thirty-fourth year of the deified
Augustus,

Five of the seven declarations' have an oath immediately after the listing of the credentials,
the same place where the oath appears in the metropolite declarations. This oath, however, is
more elaborate than the one found in the metropolite documents: xai duviw by v Tiymv of
emperor N. dhnih elvaw i mooyeyooppéva xai elval N. (ace.) gioet fpot xai N. (gen.) viov xai
un Heoer unde tmoPnTov und” dhhoteiong dogoleions fi Spwvuuiaig xeypfjodal #i Evoyoc eliyv
1@ Gonw.” The phrases added to the oath assure the officials that the child is the natural,
legitimate son of the declarants and that the credentials and names offered in proof do not belong
to someone other than the family of the child.

As in metropolite declarations, the date and signature follow the oath and end the
document. The signature of the declarant is given in this way: N. émdédwxa nal dudpona tov
Goxov." In each of the four declarations where the signature appears, it is written by a hand

12. The oath is lost in PST'VII 731 and POxy XIT 1452, phrases.
col IIL 14. The date has not been included in POxy1I 257 and has
13. POxy X 1266 substitutes pf) Speboiial for dini elvay been lost in PSI VII 731 and POxy XIT 1452, col 11, both of
Tl mpoyeypappeva, and POxy XXII 2345 has both of these which, along with POxy XXII 2345, also lack the signature
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different from that of the rest of the document. Two of the declarations append to this section the
names or statements of witnesses who can support the claims made by the declarant.”
No indication is given about the official action taken in response to these declarations.

B. Hermopolis

The four gymnasium documents from Hermopolis are better discussed individually than
classified and described under a regular, definable form. Formal similarities do exist among them,
but an identification of these will be made after each declaration has been discussed.

SB 7440a, the earliest of the declarations (132 A.D.), has already been described as a
metropolite declaration from Hermopolis." Its form, accordingly, is essentially that of
metropolite declarations for the epikrisis: addresses, declaration, proof, oath, date, and signature.
What makes this document difficult to identify with precision is the statement of the declarant
Hermaeus that he is “‘Egpomok(itov) dno y(upvaoiov) dx[taldodyuov dvayoagpou[é]v(ov) éxfi
6] (ewe) *Ammh(ubtov). Furthermore, he later identifies his wife as dnd yvpuv[aoiov]
dv[alyoagopévng éx[i] Tot aidrol dugédlov]. His son Hermogenes, he says, is now thirteen
years old and should be submitted for epikrisis as his three other sons had been.

There is no way of determining exactly what the object of this epikrisis was. It may have been
entrance into one of the two classes — metropolite or gymnasium — mentioned in the
document,'” or perhaps the declaration served to make application for entrance into both at the
same time." Unfortunately, there is a break in the text at the point where normally the proof of
eligibility is offered. The loss of text is not extensive — no more than half a line which cannot be
read. It does not seem that the declarant said much more here than: 610 GEud »al Tovtov (i.e.
Hermogenes) &v tfoic] ............ oy tov adehp[dv] adr[ot...]. Among whom? We do not know,
for év tfoig] may be completed with émd yvpvagiov or with ontadpdypols.

Support for each of these readings can be found. The very presence of the phrase amno
vupvaoiov used to identify both father and mother strongly suggests that they seek for their son
certification of his right to belong to that class. Nothing is said about the mother’s being in the
eight drachma category, and that Hermogenes' father indicates he is may be incidental to the real
object of the declaration — membership in the gymnasium class. On the other hand, we have
noted how carefully Oxyrhychite gymnasium declarations have detailed the credentials of such an
application back to the time of Augustus. Nothing like that was included in 5B 7440a; in fact,
there appears to have been no listing of credentials at all in the declaration beyond the
identifications discussed above- As we will see from the other Hermopolite gymnasium
declarations, the same detailed information was offered by declarants there as in Oxyrhychus.
The lack of any information, of course, would be unusual also in metropolite declarations. It is
possible that this omission could in either case be explained by the fact that three sons already
have gone through this kind of epikrisis. Perhaps it was not necessary to repeat in detail what had
been offered at least once before in declarations for the same purpose.

becausa of damage to the papyrus. POxy XVIII 2156 also lacks
the signature.

15, In POxy XVIII 2186 the witnesses” names are listed at
the end; in PST'V 457 the concluding statement appears to have
been made by one of the witnesses, This statement (by a third
hand)) affirms that the information presented by the declarant is
correct as offered,

16. Supra pp. 20-21.

17. SB7440b immediately following it is without a doubta
metropolite declaration.

18. There is; however, no other declaration showing that a
single application sufficed for entrance to both classes. The
existence of two different types of declaration otherwise
suggests that an individual had to be declared into each class
separately, -
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Until we are able to find conclusive evidence for classification of SB 7440a exclusively into
the gymnasium or metropolite category, it is probably best to continue to list it under both
headings. It is our belief that the declaration likely was made for the purpose of submitting
Hermogenes for entrance into the gymnasium class.

PAmh I1 75 (161-68 A.D.) offers in three columns the declaration of a woman named
Demetria for her son Artemon. The arrangement of the declaration emphasizes the importance
of proper proof of eligibility in documents of this type. Column I records the declaration proper in
what seems to be the usual form, whereas columns II and I1I offer a lengthy series of extracts from
past official records of the family of Artemon. The function of these latter two columns clearly is
that of supporting the claim made in the first column.

The declaration itself in column I has not been very well preserved; all that remains are a few
letters at the ends of the lines, with about fifteen lines completely lost in the middle of the column.
From what remains, however, the text can be positively identified as an epikrisis declaration of the
gymnasium type. There does not seem to have been an address at the beginning of the declaration.
The first line identifies the declarant, and perhaps the designation ‘Epmton(o}. ) dnd y(vuvaociov)
refers to her or to her guardian through whom she applies. Mention is made of her son in line 5
(name lost here), and in line 7 the term emxou(# ) appears. Following the loss of some fifteen
lines, line 24(?) ends with dmtd Tot yvuvaoio(v). The closing lines include the oath and the date of
the declaration. We do not know for certain what kind of information has been lost in the middle
of the declaration. To judge from documents of other cities, it would seem likely that much of this
part of the document contained proof that the claim was valid.

That proof in column I, apparently, was either brief and incomplete or required some
specific and detailed substantiation, for the last two columns are exclusively the documentation
for the claim made in the first column. In these extracts from official records of the census and the
epikrisis, the family tree of Artemon is carried back for five generations to the beginning of the
reign of Augustus.” The entries typically include the following information: date; place of
registration or certification; location of record (sometimes with number and sheet in the archives
listed); name, identification, and age of the individual involved; names, identification, and ages of
immediate family of the individual whose record is summarized.* The evidence included in these
entries is taken from census lists or epikrisis lists. Most of the extracts identify the individual
whose record is summarized as émd yupvoaoiov, and in the entries where the phrase is not
included, it seems certain that the extract is offered for the same purpose as those which do
include it. Both the father’s and the mother’s side of the family are listed as members of the
gymnasium class.

Very similar to PAmh I1 75 is PRyl II 102 (last half of the second century A.D.), where the
same lengthy listing of extracts from family records was meant to provide evidence for a boy’s
right to be admitted to the gymnasium class. PRyl I1 102 does not contain the declaration proper,
and it is not certain on whose behalf the declaration was made. That its object was proof of
eligibility for entrance to the gymnasium is clear not only from its similarity to PAmh 11 75, but
also from the constant appearance of persons designated dmo yupvaoiou in the declaration.

The document contains two columns of extracts which follow the same general form as those
in PAmh 11 75. In column I there are parts of at least six extracts containing the following items of

19, See PAmh II 75, p. 91 for a diagram showing the Néguvog dpofupion) APldc) a woulou) sofhhiparoec) ub,

genealogy of Artemon and his family. "Acgnmuadng "Ag(hwg) "Acddnmudadou prr(eds) Tewn..
20. All these items of information are found in the “Houwvog (Exdv) ph, (i) (airol) Beglol]s Eepaiov tod
following extract from lines 47-49 of this column: w (Erovg) Avploviole (friv) pbd, "Agtépwy vide (abrob) (Eudv) ot
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information: date; place of registation or certification; location of record in archives; name,
identification, and age of individual whose record is summarized; and names, identification, and
ages of his immediate family. In these identifications, PRyl 11 102 includes physical marks or
characteristics of the person who has been registered. Column I1 has four entries in the same form
as those of the first column. The first and last entries are census returns, the second reports a
declaration in a non-census year, and the third entry is a registration of a one year old boy in the
list of minors from the gymnasium.”

The last Hermopolite declaration of this type has been very badly preserved. PStrassb 288
(156-57 A.D.) provides just enough information in its two columns to make possible its inclusion
among the gymnasium declarations. Column I apparently contained the declaration written in the
usual form for these documents. The fragmentary nature of the text which has been recovered
prevents us from listing exactly what form the declaration took. Reference is made in lines 6-8 to
both the census and to the epikrisis in what seems to be a listing of credentials. The oath was
recorded in lines 9-11, and in lines 11-13 the first column ended with the date.

Column II enables us to identify the document as a gymnasium declaration. Although only
six lines of the column remain, it is clear that this is a listing of brief extracts from official records
pertaining to the family of the declarant in column I. The list speaks of these ancestors as amd
yupvaciov in the same way that the previous two declarations did, and the information as in those
documents probably was carried back to the generation which lived during the reign of Augustus.
No entry in this column is complete enough to use for illustrating the manner in which the
{evapopla were listed.

From these four Hermopolite documents we can suggest what must have been the standard
form of the gymnasium declarations. The initial section, it seems, was very much like the
declarations from Oxyrhynchus. Included in the full form of the applications from Hermopolis
must have been the address, the declaration, the oath, date, and signature along with a very brief
list of credentials.

Unlike the Oxrhynchus documents which normally list the credentials at length in the
declaration, those of Hermopolis as a rule probably appended the complete list of credentials to
the declaration in the way PAmh II 75, PRyl II 102, and PStrassb 288 have done.” These
credentials are extracts from official census and epikrisis records and are usually listed by volume
and page. It would seem from PAmh 11 75 that the credentials traced the eligibility of the boy for
admission to the gymnasium back to the time of Augustus by proving that his family on both
father’s and mother’s side belonged to the class known as amno yuvpvaoiov.

C. PStrassh 219

This document is too fragmentary to classify precisely with regard to its provenance, Its form
clearly is that of an epikrisis declaration, and that it is an application for entrance to the
gymnasium class is indicated by the phrase évtoig dno tot yuu[vaciov] in line 6 and émunpuinval
avto[v] in line 10.

21. "Aqoypalgm) dgmblixoy ) taEew{c) and ylupwaolow), the proof was offered in a separate listing of extracts which have
location, name of boy, name of parents, date, and age of boy. been lost or which were attached to the original declaration of
22. This perhaps explains why 5B T440a does not have a which this is simply a copy.

credentials section included in the declaration. [vis possible that
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D. Summary and Comparison of Forms

Reference has been made repeatedly to similarities and differences between the gymnasium
declarations of Oxyrhynchus and Hermopolis. Their form is basically the same, although the
location of the credentials section in Hermopolite declarations is significantly different from that
in all other epikrisis declarations whether of the metropolite or gymnasium types.

There is, furthermore, no substantial difference in form between the metropolite and the
gymnasium declarations. Apart from necessary changes in formula and wording, the gymnasium
documents differ from the metropolite in only one major way: the credentials section of the
gymnasium declarations is much more extensive and detailed than in the metropolite documents.
In the latter, proof is usually restricted to the declarant and his wife with an occasional reference
to their parents; in the gymnasium declaration, the proof applies to the boy’s family on both sides
back to the time of Augustus, a span of time in a few instances of over two centuries.

II. THE FUNCTION OF THE DOCUMENTS

The status sought through epikrisis declarations of the type described above clearly has
something to do with the gymnasia of the metropoleis from which the documents come. Precisely
what that relationship is between these documents and the gymnasium has not been easy to
discover. To help determine what specifically the function of these declarations was, we should
consider these points.

(1) The gymnasia in the Greco-Egyptian cities were the centers of Hellenic life, education,
and culture. Already in Ptolemaic times gymnasia had promoted the national and cultural
cohesion of the Greeks through the education offered to their children. Although initially
gymnasia were private organizations often supported or at least encouraged by Hellenistic
monarchs, they come in the Roman period under the direct supervision of the government. In that
Roman period as well as during the Ptolemaic era the gymnasia served not only as agencies to
educate the young; they also provided adults with centers for intellectual as well as recreational
activities. These members of the Ptolemaic gymnasia referred to themselves as ol &x tov
yupvaoiov and with their resources regulated and supported the organizations to which they
belonged.” We should expect therefore that the gymnasia in the Roman era involved the
descendants of these Greeks who had settled in Egypt and that the functions in the Roman period
were essentially the same as earlier under the Hellenistic monarchs.

(2) The declarants in these documents describe themselves as &x ol or amd yupvaoiov,
which we shall take to mean “members of the gymnasium™. What they seek for their sons is

‘membership in that same class or organization.

(3) The designation éx tov yupvaoiov in these declarations replaces the fiscal designation of
the metropolite documents.

(4) The age of the boys submitted for this epikrisis is either thirteen or fourteen—the same
ages which are common in the metropolite declarations and the age (fourteen) at which the boys
were liable to poll-tax or reached their maturity.

231, See M. Rostovtzeff, The Social and Economic History bibliography on the gymnasia in the Hellenistic period is
of the Hellenistic World 3 volumes (Oxford 1941) 1057-64, included in note 121 on page 1395,
1394-95 (note 121), and 1588 (note 23). A very thorough
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(5) The proof of eligibility for this status is much more detailed than that of the metropolite
declarations and in some of the documents identifying marks or characteristics are included in the
description of the boy.

(6) Unlike the metropolite declarations, no slaves are eligible for this epikrisis.

(7) Gymnasium declarations have come only from®Oxyrhynchus and Hermopolis.

These facts point to two probable conclusions. First, membership in this gymnasium class,
although determined as it was in the metropolite by inheritance, was more restricted and rigidly
controlled than the metropolite membership. Candidates were carefully identified, declarants
bound themselves by oath to the truth of their statements, and swore that the boy was their child
and that the credentials did not belong to someone else. Furthermore, the necessity of tracing
membership of paternal and maternal ancestors back to an original list drawn up in 4/5 A.D.
during the reign of Augustus allows no possibility of admission to the class for exceptional
reasons. No slaves or freedmen or anyone else would gain admission under any circumstances
unless they or their descendants perhaps were included in the revisionin 72/73 A.D. No evidence,
however, exists to show that slaves or freedmen were admitted at any time to the class, nor dowe
really know how the list was revised in 72/73 A.D.

Secondly, the members of the gymnasium class probably were primarily of Greek descent
with some admixture of Egyptian blood through intermarriage in the period before 4/5 A.D.
when the official list was drawn up under and approved by the Romans.”* This official list,
therefore, contained the names of those Greeks and Greco-Egyptians who were then recognized
by the Romans as members of the gymnasium class. That such a list (yoogn) did exist for
Oxyrhynchus 1s attested to in the declarations. Mo list 1s specifically mentioned for Hermopolis,
but one can be inferred from the credentials which seem to have as their object the documenting
of membership in the class back to that same period during Augustus’ reign.

By now it should be quite obvious that the gymnasium class not only has some striking
differences from the metropolite category: it is also marked by some notable similarities. Both are
entered by the same process which utilizes a similar formula. Both involve residents of a
metropolis, and in both the residents are the Hellenes of Greek and to some degree Egyptian
extraction,

These similarities led to an erroneous but understandable conclusion by Lesquier who
stated that the purpose of both documents was the same. He insisted that saying a boy was
entering the company of those &x Tol yupvaociov was the same as saying he was thirteen years old,
and, therefore, both kinds of declaration were financial in purpose.™

Lesquier was not the ohly one to reach a false conclusion about the relationship between
these two groups. Jouguet also took a position which could not be supported. It was his belief that
the two groups were mutually exclusive and that the metropolite was a mixed class of Greeks and
Egyptians of recent and imperfect hellenization.*

24, ‘That Egyptians had married into the gymnasium class
i5 indicated by the names of declarants and candidates (see
Appendix IT). The Gnomon of the Idios Logos, section 44, on
the other hand, suggests that Egyptians were not (at least in the
Roman period) to be admitted to the ephebia; and we might
infer from this, because of the relationship between the ephebia
and the gymnasium (see Chapter V1), that they were perhaps
also to be excluded from the pymnasium clazs. What we do not
know is how rigidly Greeks in the Ptolemaic period attempted to
keep the gymnasia purely Greek in membership. Some
admixture of Egyptians must have occurred, and in spite of the

implication of the Gnomon for the gymnasia of Roman times,
there’ must have been admixture of Egyptians with Greeks
beyond the Ptolemaic period.

25, Armée romaine 26, 195, He did admit (p.197) that the
declarations produced different results. The metropolites had
only a partial reduction in tax; those in the gymnasium class paid
none at all. No evidence was offered for that assertion. It was
simply based on the likelihood that Greeks paid no poll-tax and
that the gymnasium class was Greek

26. Juuguc:, Vie municipale 83-86
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Today from documents such as POxy XII 1452 and 1552, we know that the two groups were
not the same nor were they mutually exclusive. It is clear that they overlap to some degree. Birth
notices such as POxy XII 1552 (214-15 A.D.) describe a boy as (dwdexd[doayuov) dmx]d
youvaciov dvra. More important, however, is POxy XII 1452 (127-28 A.D.), where in two
columns two different declarations are offered for a thirteen vear old boy named Sarapion by his
uncle. The first is an application for the metropolite status in Oxyrhynchus; the second, an
application for admission to the gymnasium class. A young man could belong to both groups, and
they were not the same group with different names.

It is time now to return to the question of function. What follows will be largely conjecture,
but in view of the foregoing remarks, it is not without some basis in fact.

In 4/5 A.D., Augustus officially recognized the existence of a strong Hellenic culture in the
metropoleis among the Greeks and the hellenized Egyptians,” and because of its importance to
the Romans for administrative or other purposes he initiated a process by which these Hellenes
could continue to form a special class in which their culture could be maintained and their value to
the Romans in governing Egypt be preserved. In Oxyrhynchus and Hermopolis that class was
called ol £x ToU yepvaoiov. As Mertens suggests, it is probably this class from which municipal
magistrates were chosen.” But whether or not they were, the gymnasium class could have served
an important function for the Romans in its preservation of Hellenic culture and its dissemination
of that in the province.

The gymnasium class was, therefore, an elite class within the metropolis. It is conceivable
that most if not all of its members were metropolites. The reverse, however, probably was not
true. Not all metropolites were eligible for membership in the gymnasium class. We do not know
exactly what special privileges beyond those provided by the gymnasium itself came with
membership in the class. Although some members of the class might be tax-exempt, no general
poll-tax exemption was granted to them. for, as we saw above. some who belonged to the
gymnasium class were also rated at twelve drachmas poll-tax. Presumably all those who belonged
to the gymnasium received at least that reduced tax rate as a privilege.

It is likely that the major privilege resulting from this membership was simply that of status
and all the benefits a superior Greek status provided its holders. Among those benefits certainly
must have been intellectual and cultural opportunities, recreational and social facilities, and
political as well as financial advantages. Given privileges such as these it is no wonder those who
belonged to the class wanted membership carefully, even rigidly, controlled through status
declarations.

5

27. Augusius may bhave been pressured to récognize the Augustus declared Egypt to be an imperial province: Perhaps

exizstence of this group by those who desired to maintain their
culture and its privileges, but [ can find no evidence to prove that
this was so. We remain in the dark about what precisely
Augustus” motives were in allowing this class to exist or
|1|1:-rn|,11i.;:|g its continuance, The class as we noted above (note
23} had already existed for about three centuries before

the firm entrenchment of the class in the Egyptian metropoleis
led Augustus to give it official sanction and to afford the
provincial officials some means of controlling it or at least
keeping track of its members.

28. Mertens 128,
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Chapter IV

The Kdtouwxol

Of all the types of epikrisis declarations, those in which the declarant identifies himself as
nétomog are fewest in number. Only four declarations of this type have been discovered and
published, and all of them come from the Arsinoite nome.

AD. ca. 128

PFay 319, col I (by mother)

160-61 PErl 22 (by mother)
175 PFay 27 (by father)
195-96 BGU III 971 (by parents)

I. THE FORM OF THE DOCUMENTS

These xérowxol declarations from Arsinoe have the same general form as the Arsinoite
metropolite declarations. They are addressed in the dative case to officials described as
ex-gymnasiarchs and current members of the epikrisis commission.' The declarant is identified
with the phrase: mapé N.,? followed by parent’s names and by an indication that the declarantis a
watowoc enrolled in one of the &ugoda of Arsinoe.” The declaration which follows takes this

form:

(1) the genitive absolute stating that the boy is eligible for epikrisis ToU yeyovoTog pot éx TG
yuvauxoe wov N., daughter of N., fuy(atpoc) ratoixwv' (or éx Tov dvdedg pov N., son of N.,

natoixov)® viod N. mpoofefnudrog elg (tecoapeanaidenacteis) 1) fveotmr (

ogeilovrog v’ Hudv Emxpurtivor,”

1. PFay319,colIis briefly described by the editors and no
text is printed. Mo indication of address. is given in this
description. PEri 22 and PFay 27 are addressed to two officials
yyupvaoamoreio énprraic. The names are lost in BGLITIT
971, but included is the identification: wal yup{ VoUW oovTL)
tmumpit]l. How many officials were listed here cannot be
determined.

2. In FFay319, col I and PErl 22, the declarantis the boy's
mother who makes application because her husband is dead.
The father alone declares in PFay 27, although he provides
complete information about his wife from whom he has been
divorced. Both parents are described as declarants in BGU I
971 for their two sons.

3. Thermouthion, the declarant of FPFay 319, col I,

Jth (Ete) xai

describes herself as a descendant of a wdrowos. In PEr 22, the
declarant calls herself fhryatpds waroizov enrolled in the
quarter called [Maxe]dvwryv. PFay 27 has suffered some
damage in this section where the editors read xavouov.(...)
dveryplagopdvon) én' dpgpd{bov) Maxebdvwy, In BGL 111
971, textual damage in this section may have destroyed the
identification of the declarant as xétowog. In a later part of this
document, however, one of the two boys submitted for the
epikrisis is identified as [dveypopopivou #v xarahoou(oig)
watolx(wy) &n’ [dupddon MN.].

4, PFay 27.

5. PErl 22. BGU 1 971 has the plural tiv yeyovotury
followed by fiuiv 28 dddajhary,

6. In PEri22, the editor suppliesin a lacuna (mpoofidyroc)
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(2) the prepositional phrase — xaté Té xehevot(évra) with no mention of a prefect who has
issued the orders,

(3) a statement indicating that the declarants’ credentials have been appended — UmétaEa
(or -apev) Té t& uot (or dugpot(fowv) Nndv) xai Té T unTede (or Tot Tatedc) avtod dixaia,

Three of these declarations’ then list the credentials. Regrettably each of these documents
has been damaged in this section, and none of them has a complete listing of the proof. That which
is offered is drawn from the census records, and in PErI22 and PFay27, it begins in this way: 6 uév
ot avTol (or éyd pév) N., émnouleic + date, dmeyodyaro (or dmeyoopduny) Taic xati
®opdv wat olxiav droyoagais + date(s) & dugpddov N, BGUIII 971 also relies on the census
records for proving the claim made by the parents: an[eyoopdueda tj)...dmoyoagf + date(s) +
€ augoédov N.. In each case the father of the boy is listed first as registered in the census, and in
the latter two declarations the date of his epikrisis is furnished. Reference to the mother’s status
follows in these same two declarations.” The mother who is also the declarant in PEr] 22 states
[eloi] 52 ol yoveig [uov...], and following this are fragments of several lines in which presumably
she stated when and where her family was enrolled in the census. In PFay 27, the boy’s father
states that his wife deyo(agm) év...xat olx(iav) [dloyo(agaic) &1’ dugpd(dou) [N.]. Twelve very
fragmentary lines of uncertain content follow this entry.” It is indicated in PFay 27 and BGU II1
971 that the boys submitted for epikrisis were also enrolled in the census, but the date of the
enrollment is lost in both documents.

How much information these declarations listed in support of their claims is impossible to
determine, for the text of PEri22 and PFay 27 is broken off in this section. BGUIII 971 hasonlya
brief listing of proof and then appends to this two tax or census registrations. What is unusual
about these is that they are the registrations of one of the sons who has been submitted for
epikrisis in the preceding declaration and of his wife. Apparently, the declaration is used by this
son who is now married as identification in his census return.

In summing up our remarks concerning the form of the xdrowxor declarations, we note many
similarities to the metropolite form.The same arrangement of information and the same or similar
formulae are found in both types. Even the kind of proof submitted for validating the claim is the
same, with both relying on census records for both parents as the source of information. Possibly
the only substantial difference between the forms of the two types of declaration is the length of
the credentials section, for the ndtowxol declarations seem to have offered more extensive proof
for their claim than do the metropolite declarations.

[I. THE FUNCTION OF THE DOCUMENTS

The wdrowor declarations of Arsinoe are similar to the gymnasium declarations of
Oxyrhynchus and Hermopolis in two significant ways. First, each type of declaration appears to
have been restricted to a region where the other was not used. No gymnasium declarations from
Arsinoe have been found, and no ndrowor declarations have come from Oxyrhynchus or
Hermopolis. Second, both types are fewer in number than the metropolite declarations from the

and reads as the age [els] va (Erovg). PFay 27 omits the age and 8. In BGUIII 971, she is referred to as enrolled with her

does not identify the present year. ITpoofefnmdt]o{v)is read in husband in the census. No separate listing of her father’s

BGU 971 where the age of both sons is listed as fourteen in enrollment is made,

the current year which is not identified 9, Mention i5 made in line 24 of dovit iyl agov)
7. Except PFay 319, col L. Supra, note 1. emuploewns and in line 25 of M. dmupudifvroc) &v werrodx]o],
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same place and seem to have pertained to a more elite segment of the populace and thus required
more extensive credentials than the metropolite.

It is tempting on the basis of these similarities alone to suggest for the Arsinoite ®ATOLHOL
declarations the same functions as those described for the gymnasium declarations in the
preceding chapter. If this is so, we shall expect to find that in Arsinoe the #AtowxoL made up a
limited class distinct from the metropolites, were descended from a group of xdtowxor so
designated during the Ptolemaic period or the reign of Augustus, were granted special privileges
as well as responsibilities, and were Greek in outlook and way of life, if not by blood. Although
documentary evidence concerning the x@touzol is very scant, that which does exist demonstrates
that this description of the xGroixor may be quite accurate.

That the xdGroizol formed a class which was not co-extensive with the metropolites is
indicated not only by the existence of separate types of declaration, but also by information
provided in census returns from Arsinoe. In these returns, the declarant identifies himself usually
in one of two ways: elpi N. haoyoaqolpevos EMKEXDILEVOS OT HATOLXKOS gmuxexpipévos.' This
variation implies that those subject to poll-tax (haoypagic) were distinguished from the
watowrot. The term haoypagotpevog here apparently refers to a reduced payment of the tax by
metropolites, whereas the designation »éroixog describes a resident who did not pay poll-tax.
This suggests that one specific function of the ndrowxou declarations was the identification of
status resulting in exemption from the poll-tax.

Thus far no document of any kind has been found which identifies a person as both xaTowrog
and metropolite.!! From this it seems likely that the categories did not overlap. If our assumption
that ®érouxot in Arsinoe were tax-exempt is correct, we have an exlanation for the exclusiveness
of the two groups. Since the major function of the metropolite declarations was the acquisition of
a reduced tax privilege, the xGroixol who paid no tax had no need to belong to the metropolites.
In Oxyrhynchus, on the other hand, the gymnasium class was not necessarily exempt from
taxation, and therefore Oxyrhynchites could belong to both categories.

The ndérowor documents of Arsinoe, unfortunately, do not have complete credentials
sections, and it is impossible to trace membership in this class back in time as confidently as we
have been able to do for those in the gymnasium class. We are probably right, however, in finding
a relationship between the xdrowor of these declarations and the xdrowor of the Ptolemaic
period. This title originally was given to the Greeks serving in the armies of the Ptolemies and
rewarded with land grants in Egypt."” Subsequent owners who were not necessarily related to the
previous owners of this catoecic land received the title by virtue of their ownership of the land. In
effect, as both Lesquier and Jouguet pointed out, the privilege passed from the original owners to
the land and was thereafter tramsmitted through possession of the land." This explains why the
wértowxol declarations of the Roman period do not contain purely Greek names. The xérowxordid
not have to be Greek in descent; they were simply owners of land originally possessed by the
Greek colonists.

10, For sdrtoxos EmeexpluEvos in census returns see:
BGUINISN(189A. D BGUI116T1(189 A.D.); BGUI 138
(189 A.D.); and SB 4294 (245 A.D.). For haoypopotipuevog
fmixexpyiivor see: PFouad 11T 115 (119 AD): BGU T 137
(146-47 A.D.); and BGU 1 118 10T {189 A.D.).

11. In PLond 11 260 (pp. 42-53) we have a case where a
oy had been classified on the census list as Aooypagotipevos,
but was transferred through an epikrisis from that category to
the column of those identified as xdTovos.

12. For more information and bibliography on this topic
see PTeb 1, p. 545-50; PLond I1,p. 44-45; Jean Lesquier, Les
Institutions militaires de 'Egypie sous les Lagides (Pars 191 1);
and M. Rostovizeff, The Social and Economic History of the
Hellenistic World 3 vol (Oxford 1941) 727-29, 890-9], and
1545 (note 164).

13. Jouwguet, Vie municipale T6-78, and Lesquier, RevPhil
27.
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It has been demonstrated convincingly by Bickermann that the full title of the watowxor of
Arsinoe in the Roman period was: ®érowor tév ‘Aoowolty dvdodv ‘Eldivov (Cuoe).!* The
origin and meaning of this title is not fully known. It has not been found in documents of Arsinoe
earlier than the beginning of the second century A.D. In fact, all references to xérouon in the
nome are in documents of the second century A.D. Nonetheless, we feel confident in asserting
that the full title as well as the simple designation xdroixog looks back to an earlier period,
certainly during the reign of Augustus and perhaps during the Ptolemaic era.

The main problem we face in understanding the title is the interpretation of the phrase
“6475 Greek men.””" The number does not cha nge in the documents and was apparently fixed at
some early date. We do not know by whom this was done nor do we know who those men were.
Some speculation may be helpful.

These 6475 Greek men are said to be in the Arsinoite nome. and they are called ®drouxor.
Possibly this was the original number of those Greeks who received catoecic land in the nome in
the Ptolemaic era during the total period or a portion of it when this reward was granted to Greek
mercenaries. The number was fixed because a fixed number of plots of land were set aside,
continued to be catoecic, and transmitted this status to subsequent owners. [f, on the other land.
the title comes from Roman times it could also be the total number at a given point in time of those
possessing catoecic land or claiming the status of xdrowoc, Itis possible that this identification or
classification of the xdrowol was made at the same time the original gymnasium list was made for
Oxyrhynchus and Hermopolis. '

As we suggested above, the xdrowor in the Roman period need not have been Greeks,
although it is likely that many were descended from original Greek possessors of catoecic land.
That they are identified as Greeks in Arsinoe may simply mean they belong to the class that was
originally Greek, just as 6475 probably refers to an original number in the class, but does not
necessarily indicate that the class contained only that many or even that many members at a later
period. The title, therefore, appears to be descriptive only of early members or original members
of the class."”

We do not know for certain what kind of privileges or responsibilities came to those called
#atowxol. From information found in census declarations. we have inferred that the xdtouo
probably were exempt from payment of the poll-tax. Furthermore, if it is true that the xdtoixot
were the Arsinoite equivalent of the members of the gymnasium in Oxyrhynchus, they perhaps
had privileges similar to those of the gymnasium class. To them as Hellenes ‘came all the
opportunities and privileges which were open to those who could qualify as ephebes and which
were provided by a Greek education and culture. It would be reasonable to assume then that the
ratowxol also furnished officials or administrative assistants for local or nome government. Most
certainly, the xdtouxow made up an important social and cultural class in Arsinoe.

4. See Bickermann 42, note 2 for the evidence, and add unlikely. The theory is that of G. Glotz who tries to explain the

to this PCorn 16, a census return from Arsinoe [146-47 A.D.),
in which a resident is described as xdrowog wiv (6475)

15. For a careful statement of the problem and some
interesting suggestions as to the answer, see Gerhard Plaumann,
“Die &v "Agawaoity Gvbpes "Ellnves 6475," ArchP 6 (1920)
176-83. Bickermann 42-43 also has raised some pertinent
questions, though he avoids the problem of interpretation,

I6. A rather far-fetched view is offered in the article by
Plaumann (supra. note 15) 181 and dismissed by him as

number 6475 in Arsinoe as patterned after the number of men
in the phratries of Alexandria and Prolemais (7200) minus their
leaders (720) and the prytanies (5,

17. John F. Oates, “The Status Designation: TEPEHE,
THE ENITONHE,” YCS 18 (1963)109-15, has demonstrated
that status designations da not necessarily continue to be used of
the same class or type of individuals to whom they were
ariginally applied.
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Chapter V

Extracts from the Prefects Records

In addition to the epikrisis declarations described in the preceding chapters, there is a group
of documents which identify themselves as extracts from the official epikrisis records of the
prefect of Egypt. The documents of this type which have appeared so far are:

Prefect of Egypt

A.D. 103 PHamb 31 C. Vibius Maximus (103-7)
113-17 BGU IV 1033 M. Rutilius Lupus (113-17)
126-33 PHamb 31a T. Flavius Titianus (126-33)

140 BGU I 113=
W(Chrest 458 C. Avidius Heliodorus (138-41)
148 BGU I 265=
WChrest 459 M. Petronius Honoratus (147-48)
148 SB 5217 M. Petronius Honoratus (147-48)
158-59 BGU 111 780 M. Sempronius Liberalis (1 54-58/9)
after 160 SB 9225 . Furius Victorinus (159-60)
167 PSIV 447 T. Flavius Titianus (164-67)
after 173 BGU IV 1032 ?
175 POxy XII 1451 * Calvisius Statianus (170-75)
182-83 BGU Il 8§47= '
WChrest 460 Veturius Macrinus (181-83)
158 SB 7362 T. Longaeus Rufus (183/4-85)

—

I. THE FORM OF THE DOCUMENTS

These extracts all have the same general form. The first part presents general information
about the nature of the document and the officials by whom the data contained in these records
was obtained. Following this stylized introduction is the section in which the individual who has
submitted to an epikrisis is named and the details concerning this process are listed.

In the introduction to the document we usually find this type of statement: avriypagoy.’ ex

1. This heading alone appears in BGLU'T 265 and SB91185, this same title: dvelypapoy tnmploens along with the name of
and in PSI'V 447 and POxy X1 1451 émzglocns is added 1o i, the person involved, SB 7362 on the verso has Erixguoi IS
On the verso of PHamb31: PHamb 3 1a;and BGUT 113 we find Enepeppévn. No title is found in SB 5217, and in BGU Y
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topov Emumpioewv N. yevopévov fyyepdvog (or émdpyov Alyimrov) ol mpoyoagn).’ OIL
Hroyeyoauuévol... énenglimoav 1o (or wapeyévovro mpog Enixplow)’ N. éndoyov Alyirtou

duit N. + date.’

Among those listed as appearing before the prefect of Egypt for epikrisis are: veterans,
Romans. Alexandrians, freedmen, slaves, and others (Erepou). Of these groups the ones which are
listed in each document are identified in the following list:

ol UmoyeyQauUEvVOL
PHamb 31 — none identified

BGU IV 1033 — veterans, Romans, Alexandrians, [20 letters], and others.
PHamb 31a — [veterans® with full citizenship rights for themselves and their families or
families-to-be, veterans possessing citizenship granted to themselves alone], Romans,

[Alexandrians, freedmen, slaves, and others]

BGU I 113 — veterans of all three classes, Romans, freedmen, slaves, and others.

BGU 1 265 — veterans of all three classes

SB 5217 — Romans, freedmen, and slaves

BGU 111 780 — veterans, [Romans, freedmen, slaves], and others

SB 9228 — veterans with full citizenship rights for themselves and their families or
families-to-be, Romans, freedmen, [slaves, and others]

PSI V 447 — veterans with full citizenship rights for themselves and their families or
families-to-be, Romans, freedmen, slaves, and others

BGU IV 1032 — information lost

1033: I 780: IV 1032; and III 857 the beginning of the
document is damaged. For lind complete text of an extract, see
Appendix ITL

2. wyevopfvou fyEpovog = PHamb 31; BGU IV 1033
{where #mdpyov Alfytntov] has been crossed out and the
carrection written above the !jl‘lt'l'l; BGUI1 113:; BGU T 780;
SB 9228: and 5B T362.

fmdapgyor Alyiatow = BGL] 265; 58 5217, PSIVa47;
and POxy XI1 1451,

The title has been lost in PHamb 31a; BGU IV 1032 and
BGU 11 847

3. mpoypog) definitely appears in BGU 1 113; 5B 9228;
and PSIV 447, Itis likely that this term also appeared in all the
other documents (damaiged in this part) except PHamb 31 and
5B 7362, where we find moapemoypog. In most of these
documents we have reproduced for us the full imtroduction
(mpoypaqdy) of the tépog dmuspioeav. from which the
information  has been extracted. In the latter two, the
mopeTeypadgt indicates that only a summary of part of the ThHOG
is offered. These two documents accordingly have shorter
introductions than the other eleven,

4, mapeyEvovio apdg fmxolow = BGUIV 1033; PHamb
Ia: BGL 1 113: BGU IIL 780; and SB 9228,

Emenpifmony td = PSIY 447 and POxy XII 1451.

Eenpitmocy £E fvxehedoens = BGL1 265 and SB 52117,

The readings of BGU IV 1032 and III 847 have been lost,
In PHamb 31 and SB 7362 there is a different wording:
tmunpions (or Exixpuoig) of prefect N, date, through N.

5. Exceptin PHamb 31 where simply month and year are
given. The documents list the date in this way: from the month of

( Jiothemonthof{ }inyear{ ). The Egyptiannamesofthe
months are always listed, and in BGLU'T 113 and PSIY 447 the
Roman name is also given.

6. There were, according to these declurations, different
classes of veterans who appeared for epikrisis before the prefect.
The first class is described as: obeETpEVOL OTPOTEVOOPEVOL £V
el wol év onelpars dmrugdvies oby Térvolg wol Bppdvoig
e ‘Puopeioy mokertios xel dtvpapiog mpde yovaixas, ig 1oTe
elypor e ool ) mohertio ébod, 7 &l Tiveg fryopow elev, mpde
fic fdv petabd doydypmon, Tol pigpe juis Exooros. These
veterans were granted the privilege of conmubium and possessed
full citizenship rights for themselves and their families. The
second class of veterans, fmmgdvies pdvor T "Pupcioy
mokeitios woi  Emyopiog mpds yuvoixos  gained  Roman
citizenship for themselves alone and connubium. A third class is
referred to as olerpavol ol ywpig yodsir ol viv wol ool
fmrudvteg povor TS "Popaioy moketieg, These veterans,
whao did not as vet have their bronze diploma which was issuwed
normally when they were discharged, were granted Roman
citizenship for themselves alone. Probably, as Lesquier has
pointed out ( Armée romaine (1918) 293-97 ), this classification
was a provisional one made on the basis of military documents
possessed by the veterans and proving that they were entitled at
least to that right. When the bronze diploma was obtained,
presumably, a reevaluation of the rights, if necessary. could be
made. See also for veterans without the bronze diploma:
Mommsen, CIL suppl 3 (Berlin 1893) 2006ff.; PFouad 21, p.
39-48; Wilcken, Grundzige 400; and William Seston, “Les
Viétérans sans Diplémes des Légions romaines™, RevPhil 7
(1933) 37395,
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POxy XII 1451 — veterans, Romans, [freedmen, slaves, and] others
BGU III 847 — [veterans, Romans,] freedmen, slaves, and [others]
SB 7362 — none identified’

Although these examinations were conducted under the jurisdiction of the prefect of Egypt,
were actually made by his representatives. Those officials were:”

¥eLhtdoyoc Aeyuavos — legionary tribune

PHamb 31
BGUI 113
BGU 1 265
SB 5217
PSI V 447
BGU II1 847
SB 7362

Emapyos — prefect
BGU 1V 1033
PHamb 31a

BGU III 780

SB 9228

BGU 1V 1032
POxy XII 1451

Proclus; legion not identified
lionat|; II Traiana

Magius Sabinus; II Traiana
Magius Sabinus; II Traiana
M. Julius Seneca; II Traiana
Cocceius Varus; [T Traiana
Allius Hermolaus; II Traiana

Cassius (?); Imperial Alexandrine fleet
anon.; ala Apriana

Manlius Severus; unknown cohort

Septimius Priscus; Imperial Alexandrine fleet
Bab .. urius Lucullinus: unknown cohort
Juvencus Valens; Imperial Alexandrine fleet

The second part of these documents deals specifically with the individual who has
undergone an epikrisis. This section normally begins in this way: & 8¢ napéffevro duravbpatatd
mpoyeypapuive N., Exdotg ovopon mapdxertal.’ Med Erepa oehidwv No.' Identification of
city or nome.' Name of individual involved in the epikrisis followed by the specific information

about the purpose of his examination.

7. Althoughin PHamb 31 and SB 7362 no listing is made,
that the individuals in each case are veterans can be determined
from another part of the documents,

8. PWashUniv inv 134 (sce Appendix 1) also mentions a
prefect (col I, line 10% and tribunes (col 11, lines 25, 34, and 40)
although ne further information is given about them except
names. This same document indieates in col 11 that epikriscis
have performed by seven prefects whose names are listed (10,
22, 26, 35, 37, 41, and 43) and that these were conducted
through officials whose names and titles have been lost, Several
other documents refer to the epikrisis by the prefect of Egvpt or
his subordinates; POxy I 39 = WChrest 456 (52 A.D)
apparently is a release from liturgy granted by the prefect (see
Chapter 1, note 16). The docurnent is an official copy certified by
a threefold dmexoifin) v AkeEavh(peig), BGLT 1 142 i
WChrest455 (159 A.DYand BGU1 143 = WChrest 454 (159
AD., see Chapter 1, notes 15 and 18) both recording an
epikrisis by a prefect of the imperial Alexandrine fleet are brief
certificates of the examination. BGU 1 142 probably pives
evidence for a declaration by a veteran who had served in Svria
and wanted to rétire to Egypt but had not received his ;jiplq;ma

enabling him to prove he was entitled to that privilege. BGU 1
143 is a record of a declaration for a youth, perhaps dealing with
a change of residence. BGLU 1T 447 (Karanis, 175 A.D.)is a
census return in which an occupant of a house is described as a
veteran who had been examined by the prefect of Egvpt. POxy
VII 1023 (second century A1) is a veteran's memorandum in
which he is said to have been examined by a prefect.

Y. This statement is missing in PHamb 31; BGUIV 1032
(lacuna); and 5B 7362,

10, Missing in lacuna in BGU IV 1033; PHamb31a: BGU
1L T8O; PSIV 447 and BGUIV 1032, SB9228 adds before this
phrase: aepifnuey & adrds N. xehetoavios Tot hapmpotdron
fivepovioc], "Eotl & dod touoy § topog a. A statement similar
ta this is preserved in BGLU I 780,

1. In BGU IV 1033 "Apovo?eltov; SB 5217,
limiovolow; SB 9228, Zofwg; PST V 447, "Otvpur(eitou);
POxy X11 1451, "O%wpnrgeivon; BGU 11T 847, Apowvoleitov].
BGU 1265 has no entry at this point, but at the beginning of the
document we find the entry "Avtivogoy, Thus, the entries in the
toues seem to have been recorded in a geographical order
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Seven of the documents definitely and possibly eight, all involving veterans, use the same
form to introduce the information about the person and his reason for submitting to an epikrisis:
N. Povkopevog mapembnueiv mpodg xawpdv &v voud N, &xdv.” In two of these documents,
children of the veteran are also associated with him in making the declaration. PHamb 31 lists the
names of three children along with their father, and SB 9228 has the name of the veteran and his
som.

The remaining five documents are difficult to classify. Two of them (BGU IV 1033 and PSI
V 447) refer to the epikrisis of slaves through their owners. In each, this section has at the
beginning the word dotlot (preceded in PSI V 447 by the owner’s name) with names of the slaves
then listed. What followed in BGU IV 1033 is not certain because of the loss of the first half of all
lines of the text,” but in PSI V 447 we are told that the owner has provided (énfjveyxev) various
proofs: a record of his own and his two sons’ (each of whom owns one of the four slaves) epikrisis,
the date of these examinations, and the prefect under whom they were conducted; the “birth”
certificate (oixovyévein) and census enrollment of the slaves, Following this is a statement
indicating that the owner has furnished three witnesses and a copy of the certification made by the
examining officer: [ovy]yewoyoagnioavrag avtd pndevi dilotpie xeyono[for, xai thig N.
ONUELDOEWS ETL TOV TpoxEEveY Ov]opdrwy. In his own handwriting (what has preceded has
been written by someone else), the owner states that he has made the declaration and has sworn
the oath required. Each of the three witnesses in his own hand states under oath that the
information is correct, and again in another hand the document is ended with the date.

Similar in many respects to PSI V 447 are the last three documents, all of which report
declarations by mothers for illegitimate children." As in PSI V 447, the names of those for whom
the declaration is made are listed: N. Zmwovpiov vidg, éxdv."” Following this title is a statement of
this type: éxvpveyxev 1) Tol maubog pjtne N. The evidence she has produced for this examination is
then listed.' That evidence consists of:

(1) professions (referring to the birth of the mother), d¢htov mpogpeooiivos £l opoayiSuv

#eyoovioudvny + date — POxy XII 1451; BGU IV 1032
(2) testimonies (concerning the birth of the children), maudog déhrov pagTugonowoews émi
oppayidwy yevouivny + date — SB 5217; POxy XII 1451; BGU IV 1032

(3) an epikrisis of the mother’s patron — 5B 5217

(4) a certificate of manumission, tapfelhoav Ehevitepdoewe + date — SB 5217

(5) a “birth”, certificate and census enrollment for slaves, olxoyéveiav »xai nat oixiav

amoypagny — POxy XII 1451.

12. PHamb 31 (émubmpeiv for mopemudmuelv; adds i listed after the slaves' names. Mention is made, perhaps, of a

thova N. dxvdwv, N, éudv, N. fvdwv); PHamb 31a (readings
restored by editor); BGUT 113: 1 265; 111 780; 3B Y9228 (adds
N., vldc avron éxav); and SB 7362, BGU LI 847 in which this
section is very fragmentary and which pertains to a veteran may
also be of this type. In each of these escept 5B 9228 where we
find tfj Zofjvy. PHamb 31a where the name of the nome has
been lost, and BGU LI 847 where readings are uncertain, the
declarant seeks wo take up legal residence in the Arsinoite name.
Only SB 9228 and SB 7362 definitely have friv following the
name of the declarant. As a rule, in these extracts no number
wis included at this point with érov to identify the exact age.
The age was, however, given by the official in his description
reporting the examination, See POxy XIT 1451, lines 23-24,

13. The restorations proposed by Lesquier, Armée
romaine 504-06, would suggest that variows kinds of proof were

document of an #xhoyuorc in which relevant Suoauhpore were
included. Later there are references to an epikrisis, possibly the
owner's; service in the ala Apriana, again seemingly referring to
the owner; and to a census return. The final lines speak of
witnesses: Ehm]xev wol yootipfoc).

14, POxy XII 1451 also includes three slaves along with
the two children for whom the declaration is made,

15. 5B 5217; POxy XII 1451 (which adds N, dekgh
ovton Evdry Golkfol M. fvdv N évdv M. éviv), This part of
BGL IV 1032 has been lost, but at the end of the document and
on the verso reference is made to “Tovkiow Enovpiou viod.

6. The preserved text of BGU IV 1032 begins at this
point. The rest has been lost or is teo fragmentary to provide
meaningful restoration
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As support for this evidence, each of the three documents lists witnesses'’
ouyyelpoyoapoivias adt undevi dhhotoly xexpfjoBar and refers to a copy of the onpelwoig
made by the prefect’s representative who conducted the examination.

In the seven documents of veterans who wish to take up residence in various regions in
Egypt, the proof section provides evidence which shows that they have served in the army and
have been honorably discharged: énédeiEev N. déhrov yohuijv Exogoayioeloay... &x oniing
nepuxeévne &v Pouy, 8t fig dnhotitan otpatevoduevoy aitov xai évrelpmg dmohehupévoy +
date.' One document, SB 9228, speaks also of Toi maidog déhtov n[pogeoouivog] + date, 5t 1ig
N. andv dla pafpripwv? tyyéyoa ?7—]pe 1o elvan atdtol vidov N.

It appears that in these documents as in others of this type the section following the
credentials usually identified the three witnesses to the accuracy of the declaration and referred to
the certification of the examining official.'” SB 7362 alone has a complete ending. There the
declarant’s age and outstanding physical characteristics are listed, and in a second hand the
Biphioghat attests to his presence during the making of the transcription. The date of this
transcription ends the document.

[I. THE FUNCTION OF THE DOCUMENTS

Examinations before the prefect of Egypt or his representative served as did other types of
epikrisis to establish status or guarantee rights. What this status involved or these rights were and
why the examination was under the direct supervision of the prefect will be easier to determine
when we observe who the declarants for this epikrisis were.

In the extant documents the most frequently mentioned groups are veterans and Romans
along with freedmen and slaves who must surely have been subject to them and consequently
eligible for the epikrisis. Those identified as veterans, moreover, are also said to have been
granted Roman citizenship when they were discharged. Essentially, what we have then in these
extracts are proceedings involving Roman citizens (veteran and non-veteran) in Egypt along with
their dependents, either slave or free.

Although originally in the study of the epikrisis it had been though that the unifying factor in
all these documents was their military nature whether derived from the declarants as veterans or
from the examiners as military officials, it is clear now that these declarants rather have in
common the fact that were Roman citizens or their dependents.™ That the prefect or his deputies
conducted the examinations does not mean they involved military matters; it simply means that
the highest administrative office in the province handled the epikrisis of these citizens either
because they were Romans or because their epikrisis involved something which was not or could
not be handled on the nome or metropolis level of government.

17. Three seems to have been the usual number, although army and was honorably discharged.
enly two are named in SB 5217, 19, Only two of these seven documents have this section,

18, This section is lost in PHamb 3 laand BGUT 113, 5B PHamb 31 names them. but the text following the names is lost,
9228 speaks of yaladiv dxoppdyioua, and SB 7362 offers in SB 7362 adds: overpovols owyperpoypagoinvtas air|g)
place of the bronrze an Emorodfy Popauapy of the I'ln:!]_'g_'l e -;':}.}.:1'[:_]{-:“ weyonotho ol ™. (gen.) n:rr]_u_u;'un-'{u;_
which shows where the veteran served and when he was 20. The onlyexceptions would be the Alexandrians of BGU
discharged. After dnhotian, PHamb 31 has: dyxeyopdygia oy IV 1033 and possibly of PHamb 31a, but the Alexandrians
éwvong ol yovensl olivws. Following this is the name of his themselves where citizenship is concerned were considered 1o
military unit and its prefect. The name of the veteran, his wife, have been in a special category with more privileges and
and his children are recorded following the phrase #&  responsibilities than ordinary Egyptians who were citizens of
dovmhinapley. Next the document states: Emjveysev N, and N, other cities or villages. '

{gen. ) rafovhaploy droypogily, which proves he served inthe
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Those extracts which deal with veterans all seem to have had the same object and
demonstrate for us one type of procedure which was best carried out by the provincial
administration. In each of these, the veteran for himself alone or for himself and his children
declares that he wishes to establish his residence for a time in a specific nome. This privilege which
was granted to soldiers at the time of their discharge was best and most efficiently granted as well
as controlled through the prefect of Egypt. When the application was approved and the privilege
granted, this extract from the official proceedings probably was made and authorized to be used
by the veteran in claiming the privilege which he had sought.

The phrase (mapemdnueiv mpdc *awpdv) which occurs in these extracts might seem to
suggest that the request is only for a temporary permit to reside in a nome. It is possible that the
privilege granted was only valid for a specified amount of time and that the prefect wanted to
supervise and observe closely the movements of veterans in Egypt. No conclusive evidence exists.
however, to show that the right of residence in a nome for these veterans was limited in time nor is
there any other indication that a veteran who changed his residence in Egypt again had to submit
to an epikrisis or to any extraordinary procedure. Lacking such evidence, it is best probably to
assume that the initial epikrisis sufficed for veterans who wished to settle in Egypt and required
proof of their right to do so.

In the case of those few documents which record epikrisis proceedings by owners on behalf
of their slaves, it is impossible to determine precisely what the object of the declarations was and
what privileges resulted from them. To judge from other kinds of epikrisis declarations involving
slaves, these before the provincial officials were made in order to secure for the slaves rights
accorded them through the status of their owners. Those privileges may have been related to
taxation even as metropolite declarations for slaves dealt with the tax reduction. Since the OWners
who appeared before the prefect were in all likelihood Roman citizens exempt from the poll-tax, a
possible function of these documents was the securing of that tax-exempt status for their slaves.

For the remaining three documents of this category’' we have more information about their
function included in the extracts and therefore we can make more positive assertions about their
purpose. Each of the three extracts is the record of a mother’s declaration for her children. A
careful examination of one of these extracts (SB 5217) helps to identify their function. In this
document, Julia Primilla declares for her son Gaius Julius Diogenes whom she calls the son of
Spurius. He is her son, she says, by iniustum matrimonium (&x pf vouivav yéuwv). Among the
credentials referred to by Julia Primilla is her own certificate of manumission. and inasmuch as
she calls a man by the name of Gaius Julius Diogenes her patron we can conclude that she had
been his slave and was now a freedwoman and client of his. It should be noted that Julia Primilla
gave her son who was born in the year of her manumission the name of her patron and former
owner,

There is a possibility that the naming of the child after C. Julius Diogenes was not merely a
token of appreciation to him for freeing her. Julius may, in fact, have been the child’s father,
although he had fathered the boy at a time when he was not legally married to Julia. He may not
even have been able to marry Julia lawfully if, for example, he had been a soldier on duty, for
soldiers in active service were not permitted to marry.” Moreover, if Julius as a soldier had
fathered the child when forbidden to marry, he may have neglected to take the necessary steps to
legalize his marriage and have his children recognized as legitimate.

21. 5B 5217: BGU IV 1032; and POxy XII 1451, Greco-Roman Egypt in the Light of the Papyri, 322 B.C.-640)
22. For evidence, see R. Taubenschlag. The Law of A.D. (Warsaw 1955) 109,
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It is likely that Julius or whoever the father was had died before Julia made the declaration,
for she identifies a man named Gaius Sempronius Apella as her guardian.” The object of this
declaration then would seem to be the procuring of inheritance rights for the boy now that Julius
or his father had died.

If we theorize that the boy’s father (Julius?) had been a soldier, we can understand why the
son was considered illegitimate and why Julia's marriage was iniustum. Since it was normal
procedure for these iniusta matrimonia to be legalized when the soldiers were discharged and the
children to be recognized as legitimate, we must in order to support our theory find an explanation
for the failure of the boy’s (soldier?) father to seek tolegalize the marriage. Such a failure could be
the result of the father’s inability to do this because he had died before or shortly after discharge.

Our theory so far is this: the boy’s father, Julius or someone else, was a soldier who could not
legally marry and who died in service before it was possible for him to have his marriage legalized.
That being the case, the boy could not legally inherit from his father unless some extraordinary
provision were made for situations like this. The letter of Hadrian (BGU I 140)issuedin 119 A.D.
allowed for such circumstances and granted children of soldiers who died in service the privilege
of inheriting from them. It is perhaps this privilege of inheritance that Julia Primilla seeks for her
son after his father’s death.

Obviously, much of the foregoing cannot be substantiated, and the theory, though logical,
relies much on assumption. In the other two documents in which mothers declare for children, less
information about the declarants is available to us. AsinSB 5217, the fathers of the children seem
to have died, and both of the mothers indicate the children came from pf) vopipwv yapwv. It is
tempting to theorize that these marriages were iniusta because they involved soldiers on active
duty who died before discharge or who after becoming veterans failed to legalize their marriage.
After their deaths it became imperative for the mothers to seek by an epikrisis to ensure the
inheritance rights of these children or any other rights to which they were entitled.

Whatever the situation really was which led to the submission of these epikrisis declarations,
they like the other status declarations demonstrate how critically important it was to claim the
status which was transmitted by one generation to another. That status and the rights provided by
it were not automatically recognized by either local or provincial officials. Consequently it was
incumbent upon the individual eligible for status or his parents to see to it through declarations
such as those submitted to the prefect of Egypt that the status was secured and certified properly.

23. €. Julius Diogenes would have been about sixty yvears 104/05 A D, when he may have been about fourteen, and this
old when this declaration was made. His epikrisis took place in declaration by Julia is from 145 A}
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Chapter VI

Eiskrisis: Ephebes

Status declarations leading to enrollment on the yoagn égnpwy are not as numerous as
éninpiowg declarations. Only five elonoioig declarations are extant along with a petition by the
father of a boy whose name was omitted from the list of ephebesin 217 A.D. in Oxyrhynchus. The

extant declarations are:

HERMOPOLIS
A.D, 61

PFlor 1 79 = WChrest 145

63 PRyl 11 101’
OXYRHYNCHUS
AD, 132-3 POxy 111 477 = WChrest 144
217 POxyIX 1202°
ORIGIN UNCERTAIN®
A.D. 156-57 PSI XII 1225
|86-87 SB 7333

. THE FORM OF THE DOCUMENTS

In classifying the eiskrisis documents, we can identify two distinct forms of declaration. The
two declarations from Hermopolis certainly have the same form, and of the other four

1. Fragments of three separate copies of this declaration
are preservied

2. This document, \lrlll.'lljt' 1~E1c:1kil'lt.', i= nol adeclaration for
eloxuong, it is rather an appeal to the deputy epistrategus on
behall of a boy whose name was omitted from the annual list of
ephebes. In form, therefore, it differs from the other documents.
but since it is a type of declaration or re-application [ have
included it in this list. Its form will be discussed in conpection
with the other Oxyrhynchite declaration and the two of
unknown origin simitar to the Oxyrhynchite declaration.

. These documents may have come from Oxyrhynchus.
Their close similarity in form to POxy IIT477 (132-33 A.D. ) will
be discussed below, We should mention here also a document
from the Delta in which the earliest reference 1o |_':|1|1|;:t1;ir;

eiskrisis appears. In S8 8267 (5 B.C.) a young man is honored
by the grant of a privilege apiv i sloxouiivo £lg Tonc bpnfovs,

Fossibly the latest declaration leading to enrollment in the
ephebia may be PSIIIT 164 (287 A.D.7) which is addressed to
the systates of Oxyrhynchus, In it the declarant states: oo
dverppogtivan M. (dudexdbpauion) b supviaobow,  Hud
z'.'rl.hq'?:uupl £ 4] 1:1.'l:1."4|.'\.‘|'|1u: .‘[[M"E-; T VLY DEHET YOLL COOTOW £V T} v
b iy TidEe, de sathi=en. Following thisis an oath and date.
Because the document is unique and uses none of the standard
terminclogy of eiskrisis declarations it is hard 1o classify. |
hesitate to reject it as a declaration for admission to the ephebia,
but I cannot include it in this chapter on eiskrisis status
declarations,
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declarations only one (POxy I1X 1202 — 217 A.D.) differs considerably from the other three.
These latter three all involve Alexandrians, probably, to judge from POxyII1 477 (132-3 A.D.).
residing elsewhere (Oxyrhynchus in all three?) at the time the declarations were made. It will be
convenient then to consider the form under two heading: Hermopolite and Oxyrhynchite-
Alexandrian.

A. Hermopolite

Both eiskrisis declarations from Hermopolis begin with an address in the dative case to an
official who is identified by name and title.” His title is listed in each declaration simply as £EypymTi
100 ‘Eoponol(itrov). No other information is given about this man, nor are any other officials
addressed.

The declarations present next the identification of the declarant in this form: stepa N, son of
N. (PRyl11 101 — 63 A.D. here inserts amd yuuvaoiov; PElor1 79 — 60 A.D. has unteoc N. mig
woi N.Y 1w o ( )th (Erog) of emperor N. 2gmpevrdtav.® In each of the documents the father
alone is the declarant.

The declaration proper, unfortunately, in both documents has suffered damage. We can,
however, piece together what seems to have been the common form of the declaration. That form
includes:

(1) the identification of the boy and a statement that he is of proper age for admission to the
status sought — tov viév pov N. pmteog N. (PFlor 1 79 — 60 A.D. inserts "Eppomnoheitidog)
daughter of N. (PRyI11 101 — 63 A.D. has here and yupvaoiov; PFlor1 79 has a lacuna of about
half a line) dopav Exovia g elg Tovg egnpoug elonpioewc;’

(2) The request (in PRyl I1 101 directed to the scribe of the gymnasium) that the boy be
inscribed among those being admitted as ephebes in that year — B ovvtdEa N, yoaupatel 1ov
yupvaoiou [tottov eirovio]ar’ elg Tovg v (PFlor 179 adds here elowov) ( jth (E1oc) of emperor
N. elorpurvopévoug égnpouc.

At this point both documents fail to provide clear information. PRylII 101 (63 A.D.)in all
three copies breaks off here, and PFlor1 79 (60 A.D.) has extensive gaps and fragmentary text for
about four lines. When PFlor I 79 again provides a complete text the information recorded
includes:

(3) an oath that the boy is legitimate and that the credentials are valid — dpviw by emperor
N. el piv égmpBevxévar pe T mooxeyuéva Erer zal elva pov viovyvijoov 1ov TMOOXEIPEVOV E1 TI|S
onuaivopéyns pov yuvauxog (her status and her parents’ status are listed) xai glven Ue &v T
napadoy]) Tov and o yupvadion;

(4) the credentials of the parents; and

4, PRyITI 101 (63 A.D.) has at its beginning what appears
to be a heading. In this heading the amphodon is listed:
11&],;_:.;1‘11:.'”;\1: '.-'\:[1][}-.|:||;r[:'tl."|-.|. PFlor 1 79 (60 A.D.) also
indicates residence in one of the amphoda. This occurs at lines
16-17 where the declarant is swearing to the validity of his
credentials. The official’s name is lost in PRy 11 101, but his
father's name is incleded. In PFlor 1 79 the official’s name
without father's name appears

5. To judge from the inclusion of dxd yupvaoiow in PFlor |
79 in a later section containing the oath, membershup of the
father in the gymnasium class may have been a prerequisite for
his son's admission to the ephebia,

6. This phrase as we will see below, can mean either
“became ephebes in the ( Jth year of emperor I, or “ served
as cphebes during the ( Jth year of emperor M oy

7. Meither document lists an age. From other sources
which we will consider in detail Iater, we know that fourteen was
the normal age for this process, These two documents by
referring simply to “the time™ for the examination indicate, |
think, that there was a standard age which was well known and
did not have 1o be listed.

§. The restoration could also be eloxpivial, but, as PFlor]
57. 76-77 (166 A.D.) shows, the verb elxovitery is used with
reference 1o the registration in the record office.

Ui
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(5) the date.”

The main purpose of these final sections is the submission of evidence that the boy.is
qualified for the status sought. His qualification depends on the status held by his parents and
apparently primarily on the father’s status. In each document the father is listed as ex-ephebe and,
at the of the declaration, member of the gymnasium class; and both positions may have been
required for the son’s acceptance.

What was required of the mother is not easy to determine. In PFlor179 (60 A.D.) she is said
to be a Hermopolite freedwoman of free parents. No other indication of her father’s status is
given, although this may have been lost in the lacuna. Information may also be incomplete in PRyl
II 101 (63 A.D.) where the mother’s father is listed only as a member of the gymnasium class.

It is perhaps rash to generalize on the basis of such scant information for both the boy’s
parents. Nonetheless, it seems that the father must at least have been an ephebe and perhaps had
to belong to the gymnasium class. No mention is made of the maternal grandfather serving as an
ephebe, although this, I think, must be assumed in PRyl II 101 (63 A.D.) since he is amember of
the gymnasium class. Because PFlor 1 79 (60 A.D.) does not list membership in the gymnasium
class for the maternal grandfather, that status likely was not a prerequisite.

We should note before discussing the form of the other documents that the process in the
Hermopolite nome was handled by two different officials. The exegetes to whom the declaration
is addressed is requested by the declarant to order the scribe of the gymnasium to inscribe the
candidate among those enrolled as ephebes. Neither of the documents has an official signature or
docket.

B. Oxvrhynchite-Alexandrian

Of the four documents which we include in this category only two (POxy III1 477 — 132-33
A.D. and POxyIX 1202 — 217 A.D.) can positively be called Oxyritynchite; the other two (PSI
XIT 1225 —156-57 A.D.and SB7333 — 186 -87 A.D.), as we observed above (note 3) may have
been from Oxyrhynchus because they have so many similarities in form to POxyI11477. POxyIX
1202, which differs from the other three documents not only in form but also in function (i.e., itis
a re-application) will be compared with them wherever appropriate.

All three declarations begin as the Hermopolite do with an address in the dative case to the
exegetes, but in contrast to the Hermopolite documents other officials also are addressed. The full
form of the address is: To N. (dative) lepel EEmynt] »ai toic Kawageiowg xai Toig Ghhorg
wovtdveol. No specific reference is made to any of these officials in POxyIX 1202 (217 A.D.)
which is addressed (in dative case) to the deputy epistrategus. The identity of these other officials
will be discussed below.

The documents next identify the declarant(s) with this formula: rapd N., son of N. who is
the son of N., of the N. tribe and N. deme'* t@v 1o (  )th (Erog) of emperor N. égmpevndrav.”

9. Scctions 3-5 are missing in PRy! 11 101 (63 A.D.). We ex-chiliarch, ex-prefect of the first Damscene cohort, and chiel

might assume, however, from the fairly predictable form of
other status documents (epikrisis) that in this eiskrisis document
a section similar to that of PFlor I 79 (60 A.D.) concluded the
declaration,

10, SB 7333 (186-87 A.D.) addresses the exegetes alone
who is identified not only as priest but also as the superintendent
of various courts {mpdg T} emuehelq v ompoeTonin sl Ty
flhaov wprogoiov). Both of the other documents add at least one
office or title besides priest to the identification of the exegetes.
POxy I11477 (132-33 A.D.} calls him also neocorus of Serapis,

of the cultivators (Gpyuyenpyds). PSIXIT 1225 (156-57 AD.)
adds only that the exegetes is also an ex-agoranomus.

11. POxy I 477 (132-33 A.D.) and PSI XII 1225
(156-57 A.D.). 5B 7333 (186-87 A.D.} is from a woman who
identifies herself as M., daughter of M., dotijg pevd xvplow (her
second husband? tov Smoupfubooyros o) avipds) Y., son
of N, who is the son of N, of the M. tribe and M. deme. The boy's
father who has died is identified later with exactly this same
form,

12. In SB 7333 (186-87 A.D.) this portion of the formula
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The declarant in POxy IT1 477 (132-3 A.D.) is the father alone'? and in SB 7333 (186-87 A.D.)
the mother along with her guardian (perhaps her second husband) declares because the boy's
father is dead. Only in PSI XII 1225 (156-57 A.D.) do both parents declare for their son. All
declarants identify themselves as members of an Alexandrian tribe and deme.

The declaration proper includes:

(1) a participial phrase declaring the wish of the parent(s) to have his (or their) son who is
here identified enrolled among the ephebes — povhopevog (POxy 111 477: PSI XII 1225 has the
plural throughout; SB 7333 the feminine singular) eloxpivo eig Tovg 10 elowov ( Jth (Etog) of
emperor N. égijfoug OV veyovota po £x (wife and/or husband listed here)" viov N.; and

(2) a request by the declarant(s) that the officials addressed in the declaration take the
necessary steps to bring about the boy’s inscription on the ephebe list— aEud Dpag (omitted in SB
7333 — 186-87 A.D.) ouvtdEal (SB 7333 here adds vodapar) Toic medg TovToLs ovot hafoiol
uov yewpoypagiay meol Tob dhni glval Td mpoxeipeva' oic ®athjxel yonmuatiCewy pot
tehetotvi® Té mpoc Tv eloxowowy xai égnpiay ToU TEOYEYOUPUEVOL pov viot N. YOAUpOT,
Ereiral” T »OOUNT] #OL TH YUUVOOLA0)YW TOLS ovolL mooodéEaotan altdy elg ovg (PSIXII 1225
— 156-57 A.D. 10 atto #rog) ggnifiovc.

The declaration ends at this point, although POxy I1I 477 (132-33 A.D.) in a second hand
has a statement identifying probably the new ephebe and giving his place of residence. The only
other information provided by the documents is the statement on the verso of PSI XII 1225
(156-57 A.D.) — dmdpvmula) ggmPleiag) N. tot =n(ai) N.

POxy IX 1202 (217 A.D.) does not include a formal declaration such as that described
above. Because of the special circumstance (i.e., this document is & plea to correct an oversight),
the form is unique. The father in his petition to the deputy epistrategus complains that his son’s
name has been omitted from the list of ephebes (tf) 1@V épripwv yoaqr) annually prepared by the
dugodoyoappateis, and he pleads that the error be rectified. In his closing remarks the father
presents as the boy’s qualification the fact that his son is &% TOU TaYMOTOS TOU OO TUIV
yopuvaoiov mpoofdvrog eig teooapeorodenaetels @ ( )th (Exe) ol Emxpudévia xot
axohoviteioy Ty &ty xal Tol yévoug elg Tovg £x TOU VUUVOGLOD,

C. Summary and Comparison of Forms

The extant eiskrisis declarations like epikrisis declarations have basically the same form,
although some important differences do exist. Unfortunately, the extremely limited number of
documents makes difficult not only the interpretation of some parts of the declarations but also
the discovery of reasons for the differences in form. It is not easy, for example, to determine
whether the differences are chronological or geographical (some are from Hermopolis; others

follows the identification of the xOpwog. PSI XTI 1225 (156-57
A.D.) adds here: ol wijc tovrou yuvods N, daughter of M.,
domijc petd weplov (= husband listed above as declarant ). POxy
1% 1202 (217 A.D.) is much briefer in this section: mopd M., son
of M. and M., dx' "OBvpirrguv mohewms.

13. The declarant later explains that the boy’s mother has
died. Perhaps if she were alive, she would have joined him in
declaring.

14. The phrase in POxy III 477 (132-33 A.D.) is & Tij5
abeh g pov N, doic fi perfihagey; in PSTXI 1225 (156-57
A.D), 85 ddnhov; andin SBT7333 (186-87 A.D.), éxN.,sonof
M. who is the son of M., of N, tribec and N. deme, t@vd { Jth
{Frog) of emperor N. égmBevudrov, By penjiloayey.

15. Both POxy IIL 477 (132-33 ADyand PSIXIT 1325
(156-57 A.D.) have 2 lacuna here, The text of POxy 111477 has
been restored correctly, 1 think, as ypdya]. This infinitive
appears carlier in the form as presented by SB 7333 (186-87
A.D.), and some such idea clearly is needed in the other two
documents at this place. The lacuna in PSTXI1 1225 continues
through the next phmw olz wothxe.

16. The text of POxy II1 477 (132-33 A.D.) has been
damaged badly in these final lines. The form presented here is
taken almost totally from the other two dotuments.

17. PSIXII 1225 (156-57 A.D.) should be cofre cled here
{line 17-18) from wovoaxehetonl 16 to yodppare Ereina,
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from Oxyrhynchus or elsewhere). The Hermopolite declarations come from 60-63 A.D.: the
Oxyrhynchite- Alexandrian, from 132-217 A.D. Perhaps the Hermopolite form by 132 A.D. was
more like that of the other declarations, but, to judge from epikrisis declarations in which little
change in form occurs from generation to generation, it need not have been. For
Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian declarations there is no apparent difference in form during the half
century from which the documents come.

The differences between the two forms may not even be chronological or geographical. It is
very likely that the declarant’s present place of residence and the place of citizenship when he
became an ephebe determined the form to be used. That is to say, the Hermopolite form was used
by residents of Hermopolis who had previously been enrolled and had served as ephebes in
Hermopolis. The Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian form, on the other hand, was used by residents of
Oxyrhynchus or some other place who had previously been enrolled and served as ephebes in
Alexandria and were still members of specific tribes and demes of Alexandria. The one form then
required only local officials; the other had to include provincial officials or at least officials in the
place where the declarant originally had himself been admitted to the ephebia.

‘To support this thesis we should identify the similarities and differences in form, Then on the
basis of the differences especially we can consider what specifically the function of each type of
declaration was.

In general the form is similar in both types. All declarations are addressed to an exegetes and
are from a parent who identifies himself (or her husband) as a former ephebe. Following the
address section is the declarant’s statement that he wants his son who is now eligible for the
ephebia to be registered as such. Included in this section are the credentials the validity of which
are supported by an oath (Hermopolis) or a reference to a document (yewpoyoagiav) to be
provided for the proper officials (Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian). This affidavit contained, I think,
the same type of oath about the validity of credentials which was actually included in the
Hermopolite form. Both types of declaration specifically direct the recipient to make provision
for another official to enter the boy’s name on the ephebe list.

The declarations uniformly suggest that the major and perhaps only requirement for the
son’s enrollment as an ephebe was his father’s status as ex-ephebe.' The only status requirement
suggested for the mother was that she be a citizen and a freedwoman."”

No age is specified by the declarations as the age for application or enrollment.” The
Hermopolite documents merely speak of the boy’s having attained the age for admission to the
ephebia.

Besides obvious differences in the wording of the forms, there are two major differences
which should be noted. The first is the number and identity of officials addressed or alluded to; the

18. FFlor1 79 (60 A.D.) and PRyl 11 101 (63 A.D.) both
list membership in the gymnasium class as part of the
credentials. In POxy IX 1202 (217 A.D.) the boy is identified as
a member of that gymnasium class, but primarily, 1 think, to
establish his age of eligibility for the ephebia. None of the
Oxyriynchite-Alexandrian declarations mention membership
in the gymnasium class for the declarants. They rather indicate
that the father is an Alexandrian citizen, i.¢., he has served as an
ephebe.

19. In cach of the Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian declarations
the mother is listed as dorfjs with no other status indicated for
her or her father. Of the Hermopolite declarations PFlor 1 79
(60 A.D.) identifies the mother as a free woman whose parents
also were free, and PRyl I1 101 (63 A D.} notes that the
mother's father was a member of the gymnasium class. Several

documents certifying entry of young men to Alexandrian
citizenship through the ephebia (ypdvos dgmPelac) also indicate
that the mother normally was a citizen {do)). She is so listed in
PSIVIL 777 (1-2 century A.D.), PSIXIT 1223 (131 A.D.), 8B
7239 (140-41 A.D.), BGU IV 1084= WChrest 146 (149
A.D.), and PSIXIT 1224 (156-57 A.D.). Another document of
this type, SB 7171 (186 A.D.), has textual damage where the
mother’s name should appear.

20. See above note 18 with regard to POxy IX 1202 (217
A.D.), where an age is given in the father’s petition to have his
son's name included on the list. In our discussion of the function
of these declarations, we will return to the question of age and
evaluate the evidence offered by sources other than the
declarations considered here,
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second related to this is the description of the procedure to be followed in carrying out the process.

The Hermopolite declarations present no problems of interpretation in either of these
respects. Simply stated, the procedure revealed by these declarations shows that the exegetes of
Hermopolis received the declaration from the boy’s father and then ordered the scribe of the
gymnasium to place the new ephebe’s name on the official list. No other officials are said to have
been involved, and the process is completed on the local level of government.

There is, however, for the Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian declarations some difficulty in the
identification of officials and in the determination of what precisely these officials did to
accomplish an eiskrisis. These two problems are, of course, interrelated.

A brief outline of the process by which the boy attained ephebic status will reveal the
problems. The declarant (the boy’s father or mother) addresses his request to an exegetes, the
Caesarii, and the other prytanes. They are asked by the declarant to order those in charge (toig
nooc Tottolg otor) and who have received the declarant’s affidavit that the information is correct
to write to the proper officials (olg xathjxer). These proper officials are to be instructed to deal
with the declarant’s case and to tell the kosmetes and the gymnasiarch to receive the boy as an
ephebe.

Four different groups of officials take part in the precess, but only the last group can readily
be identified in terms of function in the eiskrisis. Strictly speaking neither the kosmetes nor the
gymnasiarch has anything to do with the enrollment of the boy. They rather assume the tasks of
training and supervising the newly admitted ephebes.

To identify the other officials and determine precisely what they did to accomplish an
eiskrisis is not an easy task. We will begin with the first group to whom the declaration is
addressed: the exegetes, the Caesarii, and the other prytanes.

An exegetes in each case is addressed first in these declarations, and there can be little doubt
where he holds office. The most likely place is Alexandria.” Paul Meyer early identified
Alexandria as exegetes’ place of residence, and he was subsequently followed by by Jouguet,
Wilcken, and others in holding this position.™

The other officials (the Caesarii and the other prytanes) unfortunately are more difficult to
identify,” although it is probable that they too were Alexandrian officials who together with the
Alexandrian exegetes were responsible for handling eiskrisis declarations and other petitions
offered by Alexandrians residing outside Alexandria. There is no direct evidence to support this
conclusion,” but it is suggested first by the fact that all declarants are Alexandrian citizens who

21. That this exegetes also has the title “neocorus of the
great Serapis” suggests Alexandria as place of office, because
some of the references to this priesthood deal with an
Alexandrian official or ex-official. See PStrassb1 10.3 and POxy
I 100.2. We should note that not all documents which record this
priesthood specifically link the official with Alexandria. In
several, no indication of place is given.

22. See Meyer's review of Friedrich Preisigke’s Stad-
tisches Beamtenwesen im romischen Agypten in BerlPhilWoch
24 (1904) 495-96, Pierre Jouguet’s position was not entirely
clear in “Sur L'Ephébie dans L'Egypte Gréco-Romaine,”
RevPhil 34 (1910} 52, where the exegetes is identified as “le
directeur de la municipalité,” nor in Vie municipale (1911)
156-57, where he calls the exegetes the one “'qui en est charge
dans les cités et dans les métropoles.” Wilcken, Grundziige
{1912} 142 ook the remark to mean non-local or Alexandrian,
and probably that was what Jouguet intended. For others
holding this view see W, Schubart, " Alexandrinische Urkunden

aus der Zeit des Augustus,” ArchP 5 (1913) 94-95 (note 3) and
Friedrich Oertal, Die Liturgie (1917) 325-26, 345-46, and
371-72,

23, Jouguet, Vie municipale (1911) 157, suggested that
the Caesarii were “fonctionnaires impériaux,” possibly the
prefect of Egypt or his subordinates, or they may have included
the archidicastes and the strategus of the city. The other
pryvtanes, he theorized, were “d'autres hauts magistrats
municipaux.”

The Caesarii are mentioned only in these eiskrisis
declarations, in PTebt I1 317 (174-75 A.D.), and in Dio Cassius
52.24, where they are identified as imperial freedmen (xol Téy
wanoapeiooy Ty e v T Sepanelg oov Svrwy mail i &by
Ty hirpou Tvds dElwv). Persons called *Caesariani’ also appear
later as subordinate fiscal officers in Cod. Just. 10.1.5; 10.1.7;
and in Cod. Th. 10.7.

24. Very important for this argument is PTebt I1 317
(174-75 A.D.) which is addressed to these same officials by a
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were originally registered as ephebes in Alexandria, and second by the assumption based on the
Hermopolite declarations that the exegetes or proper official of the place of citizenship normally
initiated the process.

The Caesarii must have been, as Jouguet suggested, officials in Alexandria who represented
the Roman government, and they with the other Alexandrian officials (prytanes) constituted an
eiskrisis board like that described in PSIII 199 (203 A.D.) where a nomarch, some senators, an
ex-prytanis, and a scribe of the senate are listed as the officials by whom certain boys have been
enrolled (eloxpuitévreg) in the ephebia.” The exegetes, it seems, was the presiding officer of this
Alexandrian board which received the eiskrisis declarations and then forwarded them to other
officials for examination and certification.

The officials who examined the declaration’s validity and certified the boy’s eligibility are
even more difficult to identify. As is stated in the declaration, the exegetes, Caesarii, and other
prytanes are to tell those in charge who have received the declarant’s affidavit that the
information is correct to write to the proper officials. These officials in turn are to deal with the
case and finally to tell the kosmetes and the gymnasiarch to receive the boy as an ephebe. The
listing is quite general—those in charge and the proper officials. But who were they?

We should, I think, first determine what the possibilities are by listing all officials who in
other related documents are given some role in the eiskrisis of ephebes. With this list we can
categorize officials on the basis of similarity in function. Here then are the relevant documents
and the officials listed in them.

(1) POxyIX 1202 (217 A.D.), a request that a boy omitted from the ephebe list be added
(EBvrayijvai) to it, is addressed to a deputy epistrategus. The boy’s father complains that a village
scribe (Gugpodoypappuatetc) has wrongly or inadvertently omitted his son’s name from the annual
list. No other officials are mentioned in the document.

(2) PSIII 199 (203 A.D.)states that an epistrategus certified (elnovioaro) a list of ephebes
enrolled (eloxpiftévrec) in Antinoopolis by a nomarch, some senators, an ex-prytanis, and a
scribe of the senate. The list was addressed to the epistrategus by the officials named above.

(3) PFlor 1 57 (166 A.D.) is a petition by an Alexandrian residing in Hermopolis for
exemption from a liturgy because of his advanced age. The petitioner uses his eiskrisis date and
declaration to establish his age as seventy. The date of his examination was listed on a yoagn
noidwv Tiv eloxpivopévar for that particular year, and it is a copy of this list which the petitioner
submits to prove his age. In that document the boys are said to have been examined for the
ephebia by the prefect who is also described as dvrog mpog [T ] #mixploe and by an exegetes, who
is also called a neocorus of great Serapis, an ex-kosmetes, and a priest.

One more official is listed this document, a man named Nilos who has been responsible for
the entry of the boys’ names in the record office at Hermopolis (elxovioBévrov év T mpdc )
"Adnvi [yoalgpeiw vmd Nethov). We have more information about Nilos and the function he
performed in this process. PFlor I 57 continues after Nilos’ name with éx natahoyeiov tjot] medg

woman seeking sanction for the sppointment of her brother and epistrategus states that he has certified (elxovioato) the boys

husband to represent her in a forthcoming trial at which she
cannot be present in the Arsinoite nome. She indicates that she
cannot personally sail up to that nome for the trial. Obviously
she is not in the nome, and, as the editors point out, it is likely
that she was in Alexandria.

25. PSITI 199 (203 A.D.) is a centification of young men
eligible to participate in an annual ephebic contest (Mzyiha
"Avmvdea) of Antinoopolis. After the date is given, the

described in the following section. There follows what appears
to be a reproductior of the list sent to the epistrategus. The
document stated that “certain boys (mébec) who havi been
examined (elowpifiévrec) by the nomarch, five senators, an
ex-prytanis, and the scribe of the senate™ — and at this point
breaks off, but presumably went on to list the boys by name and
authorize them for approval by the epistrategus.
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] du il avtol. As Wilcken correctly pointed out, the phrase éx xatahloyeiov gives the
Alexandrian source (i.e., bureau of the archidicastes, an assistant of the prefect) of the
information subsequently recorded in the office at Hermopolis. The next phrase — 1o mp0c Tj)
duahoyy — is the official title of Nilos in that Alexandrian bureau, and the ciirtot at the end of the
phrase refers to the nataloyeiov.™

To sum up the process described in this document, when these boys eligible for the ephebia
had been examined by the prefect and the exegetes, their names were entered in the bureau at
Alexandria and then subequently transferred through Nilos to the record office in Hermopolis.
The transfer took place, we must assume, because the boys on this list resided in Hermopolis, but
first had to be submitted to the officials in Alexandria by their fathers who were Alexandrians
living in Hermopolis.

(4) SB 7427 (168-69 A.D.) is the epikrisis record of an Antinoopolite ephebe who
apparently moved to Karanis (where the document was found). It is one of two extant documents
which begin with the phrase £& émuxoioswg égnfwv.”” These texts are obviously extracts from a list
such as that mentioned in PFlor 1 57 (166 A.D. — ypogn naibwy tov eloxrpivopevaov). A brief
description of SB 7427, a copy from the yooq, follows: & émupioews égvpfwv (date). pet &hha,
wv ol matépec puinc N. pet Etepa, M., sonof N, and N., age fourteen years seven months one day.
Three witnesses (SB 7605 has five). dvtiyoagov tmoyoogiic N. tol émoto(atiyov) olitwg
fyovamc magedéyin. ZH. N. Boviev(mic) puplogiia(al) nélens oeomuiopon.*

Two officials are referred to in the text: an epistrategus whose subscription reads “"He was
enrolled”, and a bibliophylax who who has certified the copy.

From this brief listing of officials mentioned in relevant documents, we can now suggest a
function for each of the the four groups of officials mentioned in the Oxyrhynchite- Alexandrian
declarations.

In its most complete form, the eiskrisis required officials for:

(1) initiation of the process (the addressees),

(2) examination (ol elonpivovteg),

(3) certification and recording (ol eixoviCovtes or yonpatifovies), and

(4) supervision of the ephebes.

In both Hermopolite and Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian declarations the exegetes is the
initiator of the process. When an Alexandrian citizen makes the declaration, the exegetes of
Alexandria is associated with imperial and other local officials as initiator of the eiskrisis (group
one).” To group four belong (only for Oxyrhynchite- Alexandrian declarations) the kosmetes and

26. Ulrich Wilcken, Chrestomathie 167-68 and ArchP 4 examination was also called eiskrisis is shown by PSIII 199

(1908) 441-42. This remains the best and least complicated
explanation of Nilos' title and role. Jouguet, Vie municipale
(1911) 159-60 had another suggestion. Nilos, who was the
scribe of the ypogeiov, had two different titles — #x
swatahoveiow and & mpdc o Sudovi]. The duwdhoyh was a
subdivision of the bureau of the archidicastes (wotahoyeiov).
Although the word order is unusual, the most logical
understanding of the #x xovodoyelov is that it gives a source, not
a title.

27. The other is SB 7605 = PFamTeh 32 (145-46 A. D).
Since these documents are so similar, SB 76035 will not be listed
separately, but will be discussed in connection with 5B 7427,
The use of the term &nixpuous in these texts is surprising, but not
totally unprecedented, PFlorl 57 (166 A.D.) is described as an
aveiypogpoy Emuploems, and in it the prefect is identified in
terms of his supervision of the epikrisis. That the Antinoopolite

(203 A D), where the ephebes are said to be elowpuldvrec.
Despite the use of the term epikrisis in SB 7427 and SB 7605 for
ephebes, the normal and usual term is eiskrisis. For SB7427, see
A.ER. Boak, “The Epikrisis Record of an Ephebe of
Antinoopolis Found at Karanis,” JEA 13 (1927) 151-54.

28. 5B 7605 adds here fony #v sorvepopuop(@) and then
in 3H. is the signature of the new ephebe,

29. This may have been true of all Alexandrian citizens
residing outside Alexandria. From PFlor I 57 (166 A.D.) we
know that an Alexandrian living in Hermopolis submitted his
declaration to the Alexandrian exegetes. Because this document
is not a declaration, it is impossible to discover whether or not
the other Alexandrian officials were addressed. Similarly, we
cannot  determine who the addressees originally were in
declarations made in Antinoopolis for which we have
subsequent documents (PSITIT 199-203 A.D. and 5B 7427 —

i
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the gymnasiarch who served as ephebic supervisors. In group two and group three, I submit, the
other officials mentioned in these documents can be placed.

Therefore, group two, the officials in charge who had to examine the validity of the
declarant’s credentials, included the following:

(a) In Hermopolis, although none specifically are mentioned, presumably the exegetes also
performed this function or entrusted it to a commission like that which appeared in the document
from Antinoopolis (PSIII 199 — 203 A.D.).

(b) In Oxyrhynchus-Alexandria (or Hermopolis- Alexandria), an eiskrisis commission (ol
npog TovTolg dvreg) on which, I believe, served the prefect of Egypt (listed as 6 mooc
tmxpioer) or more likely his representatives such as the official from the bureau of the
archidicastes (6 wpog Tf) duahoyy)), who was an assistant of the prefect.” The commission received
the declarant’s affidavit (yewoyoagia), checked it against records in the naraloyeiov in
Alexandria, and then wrote to the next set of officials to authorize them to complete the
enrollment of the boy.

(c) In Antinoopolis, an eiskrisis commission on which served a nomarch, some senators, an
ex-prytams, and a scribe of the senate. Although we have no complete declarations from
Antinoopolis, we can theorize that these officials were instructed by an exegetes of that place to
examine the boys whose names they submitted to the epistrategus for approval.”

In group three, officals who certified that the examinations had been completed and made
provision for enrollment on the list of ephebes, were:

(a) In Hermopolis, a scribe of the gymnasium who was instructed to inscribe (eixovioa) the
newly admitted ephebes on the official list:*

(b) In Oxyrhynchus-Alexandria, the proper officials (oic #athixer), whom I understand to
have been the epistrategus having jurisdiction over Oxyrhynchus (or his deputy) who received
written authorization from Alexandria to deal with the petition (yonuatiCewv) and who then
instructed a scribe to enter (eixoviCewv) the names on the local list;* and

() In Antionoopolis, the epistrategus having jurisdiction over Antinoopolis who certified
and provided for the enrollment (eixovioato) and noted on certificates issued to the newly
admitted ephebes that they had been enrolled (rapebéyiin — SB 7427 — 168-69 A.D.). In
documents such as PSIII 199 (203 A.D.) where the scribe is not mentioned, the elxoviouoc is
listed as the function only of the epistrategus who must certainly have entrusted the actual
recording of names to a scribe.

To summarize briefly, the eiskrisis process in its most complex form required the services of
several different offices. Initiated though the office of an exegetes, it was continued by the

168-69 A.D.),

3. The prefect performs this function in FFlor I 57 (166
A.DL) for an Alexandrian residing in Hermopaolis, The same
document records that an assistant of his in the bureau of the
archidicastes supervised the transmission of the evidence for
eiskrisis to Hermopolis.

31. We might even suggest that in cases of eiskrisis at
Hermopolis a commission of this type, although not named by
the declarations, was charged by the exegetes with the task of
examination. That local commission might have been composed
of officials such as those listed in the Antinoopolite document
(PSII1 1992203 A.D.).

32. In these Hermopolite declarations a5 in  the
Hermopolite- Alexandrian document described above (PFlor 1

57-166 A.D.), there is no reference 10 an epistrategus or 1o any
high official who certified (elwoviCzwv) that the eiskrisis was
valid, That function is given rather to a scribe. It seems that for
Hermopolite declarations the certification of an epistrategus
was not necessary. The scribe on the authority of the exegetes or
the prefect enrolled the new ephebe.

33. From PTebt I1 316 (99 A D)), it seems that these
proper officials also issued a certificate to the newly admitted
ephebe. This document has fragments of several declarations on
odath by men who had been received as ephebes some sixteen
years before these declarations were drawn up. Each of them
states that he tevehginxdvor o dod frporrog yonpotuepdin ol
Eyewv 1o peraddowmov, SB 7427 (168-69 A D)) and SB 7605
(145-46 A.D.) are certainly certificates of this kind
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prefect’s office, and completed through an epistrategus’ office. When a scribe acting on the order
of an epistrategus had enrolled a new ephebe, a kosmetes and a gymnasiarch began the task of
training the boy for his newly acquired status.

[I. THE FUNCTION OF THE DOCUMENTS

In our discussion of the form which eiskrisis documents reveal, we have already suggested
that the basic function of the documents was securing admission of qualified young men to the
ephebic status and rank. A secondary use illustrated by PFlor I 57 (166 A.D.) was the proving of
one’s age by submission of copy of the eiskrisis declaration.

Although these functions of the declarations are clearly stated in the documents, there are
some questions about the precise nature of the functions because of the brevity of the texts and
because of the existence of another process related to eiskrisis (i.e., epikrisis leading to
membership in the gymnasium class). The questions which we must consider in order to describe
completely the function of eiskrisis declarations are:

(1) At what age typically was the boy qualified for the ephebia?

(2) What was the nature and function of the ephebia in Roman Egypt?

(3) What was the relationship between eiskrisis (and the ephebia) and epikrisis (and the

gymnasium class)?

A. Age of Ephebes

To identify the age at which young men in Roman Egypt entered the ephebia, we must
depend on sources other than the eiskrisis declarations themselves, for none of the declarations
specifically lists the age of admission. In both Hermopolite declarations (PFlor I 79-60 A.D.
and PRyl 11 101 — 63 A.D.) the declarant merely states that his son has reached the age for the
examination leading to the ephebia. None of the Oxyrhynchite-Alexandrian declarations even
mentions age. The only indication of what the proper age was for declarationis found in POxyIX
1202 (217 A.D.), where the father in appealing to the deputy epistrategus mentions that his son
has already joined the ranks of those who at age fourteen have entered the gymnasium class. From
this it seems that the boy was also to have begun his ephebic service at age fourteen.

From other sources which refer to the ephebia in Egypt we can conclude that typically the
ephebia was entered by a boy in or even in some cases before his fourteenth year.™ The most
decisive evidence for age fourteen is found in the documents containing records of entry to the
ephebia (yodvoc égnpPeiac) for Alexandrian citizens and the documents beginning £E émuxoloewg
éqPawv. Each of the six extant records of entry presents a date on which a young man became an
ephebe and a summary of his return of birth. In the four documents complete enough for us to
calculate the age differential, the boy was in each case fourteen when he became an ephebe.™
Furthermore, both £E émuxpioewe égmPwy documents list fourteen as the age when the young men

34. This is at least four years earlier than the normal age SB 72349 (140-41 A D.); BGU IV 1084 = Whrest 146 (149
{eighteen) for entering the Attic ephebia. For information and A.D.Y; and PST XII 1224 (156-57 A.D.). The age cannot be
bibliography on the Attic ephebia, see Chrysis Pélékidis, determined in PSIVII 777 (I-11 A.D.)and SBT171 {186 A.D.).
Histoire de I'Ephébft Attique (Paris 1962). Pélékidis discusses For comments on BGLTIV 1084 and PSIVII 777, see H 1. Bell,
age of admission on pages 93-94, “*Records of Entry Among the Ephebi,” JEA 12 (1926) 24547

35. These four documents are: PSIXIT 1223 (131 A.D.);
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entered the ephebia. In SB 7427 (168-69 A.D.) the boy was fourteen years seven months one day
old; in SB 7605 (145-46 A.D.) the age given for the boy is fourteen.

Evidence from another important source, however, is more difficult to assess. PTebt 11316
(99 A.D.) contains a series of oaths made by young men who had sixteen years earlier been
received as ephebes. The five men whose oaths are recorded in the document were registered as
ephebes at surprisingly different ages:

Age of Registration Age at time of Oath Name
12 28 lost
7 23 Demetrius
3 19 Heliodorus
14 (M) 30 (D) Sarapion
12 28 Ammonis

Ammonis, Sarapion, and the twenty-eight year old whose name has been lost support the
contention that enrollment took place at or shortly before age fourteen. It is likely that normally
the registration fell in the thirteenth (or perhaps even at times the twelfth) year and actual service
then began in the fourteenth.

The two brothers Demetrius and Helidorus, however, present an insoluble problem if we
hope to establish a fairly standard age of registration. The ages of three and seven are totally
unique times of ephebic registration and resist interpretation. Each of the brotherssays: I, N..son
of N. who is the son of N., of N. tribe and N. deme t@v1d ( )th Erog of emperor N. égmpevrotav

. duvda by emperor N. égnpevxéval 1o mpoxipevov Erog ( )....

Unless we conclude that the ephebia was merely an honorific rank which could be conferred
on three and seven year olds without apparently requiring active participation, we must,-as
Jouguet did, attempt to explain what it meant for them to have registered at so young an age. As
we suggested above (note 6), we agree with Jouguet that the verb égmPevrévar and égmPevrdToy
apply both to becoming and serving as an ephebe. Demetrius’ and Heliodorus® father was granted
the privilege of registering his sons as ephebes several years before they actually served in the
ephebia. From this unusual arrangement it is likely that both’ the father and the state derived
benefit — the father because of the honor and prestige he gained for the boys and the state
because presumably the granting of the privilege resulted in financial gain for institutions it
supported.* Although we cannot prove it, we believe that Demetrius and Heliodorus later (either
when they were old enough to serve or at age fourteen) participated actively in the service
expected of ephebes, but when they had occasion to refer to the time of their ephebia they used
the date of their registration.

We conclude, therefore, that with a few exceptions the eiskrisis declaration normally was
submitted in time for the boy to be admitted in his fourteenth year to the ephebic ranks.

B. The Nature and Function of Ephebic Service in Roman Egypt

Precisely what a fourteen year old boy experienced in his ephebic service in Egypt is not
defined by the documents which refer to the ephebia. We do not even know exactly how long the
term of ephebic service was in Egypt, although it may have about the same length (two years) as
the Attic ephebia.”

36. Jouguet, Vie municipale 151-53 37. For length of service, see O.W. Reinmuth, “The
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Only one eiskrisis document suggests an activity in which ephebes engaged. POxyIX 1202
(217 A.D.) makes reference to alist of ephebes prepared before an ephebic contest established at
Oxyrhynchus by Septimius Severus and Caracalla. Such gymnastic or athletic contests were part
of the Attic ephebia, and presumably they continued in the Roman period. These contests or “war
games” were vestiges of the more serious military training which characterized the ephebia in its
early stages in Greece.

From a letter of Claudius to the Alexandrians (PLond 1912 — 41 A.D.) we know also entry
to the ephebia was a condition of citizenship in Alexandria.” There is no direct evidence that this
was true in other localities in Egypt, although we may assume from the connection between
ephebia and citizenship in Attica that this may also have been a function of the ephebiain Egyptin
Roman times.

It would seem, however, that outside Alexandria the basic function of the ephebia was
educational and that it served if not to bestow citizenship at least to train boys for citizenship. This
would probably mean that the service involved not only gymnastic and athletic contests but also
the type of education desired by the Hellenes in Egypt for their sons. If this was essentially the
nature of the ephebic service, its basic function then was preservation of the Hellenic culture and
thereby preparation for citizenship.

C. The Relationship between the Ephebia and the Gymnasium Class

The presence of a gymnasium class along with the ephebia in Hermopolis and Oxyrhynchus
is attested by epikrisis documents from those metropoleis. Because both classes provide status
and both involve use of the gymnasium, we must try to explain how they differ from or are related
to each other.

As the existence of different types of documents indicates, different processes were required
for admission to the two categories. The gymnasium documents (epikrisis) show that very strict
qualifications had to be met before the boy could be admitted to the class. Both his father and
maternal grandfather had to be able to document membership in the class back to the time of
Augustus when an original list was drawn up for the gymnasium class. In the eiskrisis, on the other
hand, the requirements were not quite so stringent. The father had to have been an ephebe, which
meant, of course, that membership was hereditary also in the ephebia. The boy’s mother had to
have been a freedwoman or citizen.

That the two processes served different ends is indicated not only by these different
qualifications, but also by the fact that a boy could be registered both as an ephebe (through
eiskrisis) and as a member of the gymnasium class (through epikrisis).” We can safely assume that
the processes were not simply duplicate ways of achieving the same status, for some of the boys
qualified for the ephebia could never (on their mother’s side) meet the gualifications for
membership in the gymnasium class.

The ephebia, it seems, flourished in the cities in which the Hellenic part of the population
still retained its identity and held fast to its culture. This culture was in part transmitted through a
relatively short training period which involved use of the gymnasium and supervision by

Ephebate and Citizenship in Attica,” TAPA 79 (1948) 211-13. 38. The letter can be found in H.L. Bell, Jews and
Jouguet, Vie municipale 154, concludes that the term of service Christians in Egypt (London 1924).

could not have been much longer than three years, if that long, 39. See POxy IX 1202 (217 A.D.). This text also shows
because of the inclusion of a nincteen year old in a post-service that the ephebia was not a prerequisite for membership in the
honorary  association. Wilcken, Grundzige 142 was also gymnasium class, for the epikrisis in this instance preceded the
inclined to see two or three years as the duration of service, eiskrisis,
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gymnasium officials. Completion of that training, however, did not mean that the boy was
automatically a member of the gymnasium class.* It may, as we suggested above, have meant only
that the boy was technically equipped to become and serve as a citizen or (in Alexandria at least)
that having actually been received as a citizen by his eiskrisis he was now properly trained for full
exercise of the rights of citizenship.

In addition to citizenship status acquired by registration as ephebes in Alexandria and
perhaps elsewhere, ephebes also gained the privilege of receiving a Greek education and sharing
the amenities of Greek civilization. Some who had taken part in the ephebia and perhaps did not
qualify for membership in the gymnasium class (the elite Hellenic status) identified themselves in
terms of a lower level status as ex-ephebes.”

Many of the ephebes without doubt did qualify for the gymnasium class and thus for a higher
status and more extensive privileges. But in contrast to sevice in the ephebia, membership in the
gymnasium class was not limited to a short or specified period of time. Furthermore the benefits
from belonging to this class were more than educational in nature. Political and social privileges
were certainly open to those of gymnasium status, as were the continuing cultural opportunities
offered by the gymnasium which we discussed in Chapter III.

We conclude, therefore, that in some metropoleis of Roman Egypt the eiskrisis served to
register young men of Hellenic background in the ephebia through which they received a liberal
education and perhaps were accepted as citizens. Concurrently, if they qualified, they could be
registered through epikrisis as members of the gymnasium class. After the training period as
ephebes was concluded, those who belonged to the higher status in the gymnasium class
thereafter identified themselves in terms of that status and used their epikrisis declaration as
proof of age, if such proof was needed. For those who could not belong to the higher gymnasium
class and status, continued voluntary association with other ex-ephebes was a means by which
they could continue to lay claim to status.

40. This is approximately the position taken by evidence presented in eiskrisis declarations.
Taubenschlag, The Law of Greco-Roman Egypt in the Light of 41. See PTebt 11 316 (99 A.D.), in which young men
the Papyri (1955) 640-41, who argues that the boys admitted to several years after their ephebic service sull identify themselves
the gymnasium through epikrisis had to participate in a one year in terms of that status and seem to be part of a private
training program and that “during this year the young man was association of ex-ephebes.

designated by the term: dgmPedary.” This assertion ignores the
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Chapter VII

Epikrisis: Priests

Among the documents which refer to an epikrisis and serve as status declarations are those
in which priests are said to be émuxenpupévos and Sraypdpag Dmép eloxpioews (or elonoLTiHOT).
The texts which include this reference to a priestly epikrisis are:

A.D. 103-4
107-8
116
122-23
171
171
176-91
second century
188

SB 9394
PTebt 11 298
SB 9319
PMilan 11 81
SB 9320
SB 9337
PTebt I1 598
PTebt 11 611
SB 9338

In addition to these documents, there are several in which only the phrase Onéo eloxoioews (or

elonpiTiol) appears:’

A.D. 126
126

140 (7)

146
158

1. Listed here are those documents in which reference is
actually made to an epikrisis. These documents are part of a
rather large group of texts offering a yoogh lepiuv xai
x:-:q:'ugupufl_ For a gﬂf}d discussion of this Q}'FH'-' of IEEL SO0
Elizabeth H. Gilliam, “The Archives of the Temple of
Soknobraisis at Bacchias,” YCS 10 (1947) 181-281. In ths
study can be found an extensive bibliography on the subject (p.
191, note 60). For a list of documents, see O. Montevecchi,
“Toapal lepéwy,” Aegyprus 12 (1932)317-28. To this list
should be added SB9319 (116 A.D.), SB9320(171 A.D.), SB
9323 (188-89 A.[2.), SB9324 (204 A.D.), SB9325 (209 A.D.),
SE 9326 (212 A D), SB 9327 {ca. 199 A.D.), 5B 9332 (199
A, SB 9333 (168 AD), 5B 9334 (180-92 A ID.), SB9335
(184-92 A.[D.), SB9336 ( 172 A.D.), SB933T (171 AD.), SB

wWo136*
OBruss 35
Stud XXII 184
PTebt 11 294
Stud X X1 171

0338 (188A.D.), 5B 9341 (18BA.D.), and SB 9394 (103-4
AD.).

SB 9304 PMilan 1l 81, and PTebt 11 611 do not refer to the
gloxpioe or elowpitiedy, In the latter two documents, the texts
are too damaged to determine what was there. SB 9394
definitely omits these terms,

2. For elowginndy see W, Otto, Priester und Tempel im
hellenistischen Agypten 1 (1905) 213, note 1; 227, note 2; 245;
I (1908) 182; 327-28, and 346; Wallace, Taxation (1938)
249-51; Erik Knudtzon, Bacchiasrexte und andere Papyri der
Lunder Papyrussammiung (PLund 4 — 1946} 94-107; and
Gilliam, YOS 10 (1947) 203-6.

3. The phrase may have cccurred also in Wi 137 in which
there is a lacuna at this point.
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164 PLond11329 (p.113)
201 Stud XXII 143
221 (M PLondI1353(p.112)
second or third
century BGU1162 = WChrest91

The examination or epikrisis was offered at the time of admission to the priesthood and
served to determine whether or not the candidate was qualified for entrance to the privileged
priestly class. An examination such as this which controlled admission to the priesthood and
thereby made it possible to limit the size of the Egyptian priesthoods seems to have been part of
the Roman policy toward the Egyptian temples. There is evidence that these temples lost power
as well as wealth under the Romans and that the priesthoods during the Roman period had fewer
priests than during the Ptolemaic period.*

At the time of examination the candidate's qualifications were reviewed and evaluated.
Descent from priests was virtually the only qualification, for the young man’s father and
grandfather had to belong to the priesthood.” Apparently there was no age qualification, for ages
vary from thirteen (in the temple of Soknobraisis) to seventeen (in the temple of Soknopaios) for
the youngest priests in the orders.’

When admision to the priesthood was granted, the new priest was assessed an entrance fee
which was designated, eloxpitindv and at the time of payment was said to be Umep sionpioewe.
There is no evidence that fee was an annual charge; it was rather, it seems, a payment offered only
once by the new priest.” The extremely high fee charged for the office of prophet of Soknebtunis
(200 drachmas, PTebt I1 294 — 146 A.D.) could hardly have been an annual assessment, Other
fees range from eight drachmas paid by pastophors at Elephantine (WO 136 — 126 A.D. and
OBruss 35 — 126 A.D.) and twelve drachmas by priests of Soknobraisis at Bacchias (SB9319 —
116 A.D.and SB9320 — 171 A.D.) to fifty-two drachmas for the priests of Soknebtunis (PTebt
1 298 — 107-8 A.D.).

Although the eloxgitindv was not an annual fee and therefore had nothing to do with
payment of the poll-tax, the priestly epikrisis probably was used by the government to establish
poll-tax rates for the priests as well as to admit them to priesthood. Documents such as PTebt 11
306 (162-63 A.D.), a poll-tax receipt issued to a priest of Soknebtunis, show that some priests
were required to pay the tax. The rate assessed here is twenty-two drachmas and four obols, a sum
close enough to the reduced rate (i.e., one half of the regular forty drachma rate) of metropolites
to suggest that the priests through their epikrisis were given the same privileged poll-tax rate as
metropolites.

4. See Gilliam, YOS (1947) 186-91. Slight increases in higher priests for the right to choose members of their order, and

number of priests can be found during the Roman period.
These, however, are never very substantial, and for all practical
purposes they represent merely a brief halt or stabilization often
for specific reasons, €.g., the need for laborers to work on :!ik.cs.

5. See Otto, Priester und Tempel1 217-30, For exceptions
see Gilliam, YOS (1947) 189, where she discusses two priests
from Bacchias deseribed as dmdrmp. These priests, Gilliam
conjectures, were perhaps given special dispensation as
illegitimate sons of priestesses,

6. Gilliam, YCS (1947) 189-940,

7. Otto, Preister und Tempel 11 (1908) 182 {.; attempted
to distinguish between imep sloxplogws, an annual payment by

elomgurindy, an entrance fee. As PTebt [1 294 (note 20 shows,
the two phrases refer to the same thing —the entrance fee. See
also for a correct understanding of the phrases Wallace 244-51
and Gillhiam, YCS (1947) 203-5. Knudtzon, Bacchiastexte
(1946) 94-107, thought the terms referred to-a yearly tax paid
by every priest, Of great importance in understanding what
purpose the fee served is PTebt 11 298 (107-8 A D) in which
priests of Soknebtunis are said to have been examined and
assessed at the rate of fifty-two drachmas. Later in the same text,
this is the amount designated as the cost of the priesthood. It
would seem that the sum assessed is the sloupimindy,
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Some priests, however, were granted total exemption from the payment of the poll-tax.® At
Tebtunis, fifty priests in the temple of Soknebtunis were declared to have been dxohdowol or
exempt from the poll-tax, and an unspecified number at the temple of Soknopaios in Soknopaiou
Nesos were granted the same exemption.” To judge from the evidence available for the temple of
Soknebtunis, a temple was allowed a quota of exemptions and its priests were given the
designation dmolMiowiog at the time of epikrisis or admission to the priesthood only if the quota
was not filled."

The priestly epikrisis therefore served primarily to regulate size and membership of the
temple staffs, and it was most certainly a process by which status was conferred. A secondary but
still important fiscal function of this epikrisis gradually evolved as priests became subject to
payment of the poll-tax, for such priests might, if the temple quota of total exemption was not
filled, be declared dmohtowog or exempt from the payment of the tax. At the time of epikrisis,
then, a new priest was admitted to the priesthood, was assessed an admission fee payable only at
that time (eloxpirTindy, a payment for the examination — timéo eloxpioewe), and was declared to
be liable to the poll-tax at a set (reduced) rate for priests or exempt from it (dwoldowiog). There is

no evidence that any priests paid the poll-tax at the full rate.

8. Gilliam, Y5 (1947) 204-5, and Claire Préaux, L’
Economic rovale des Lagides (1939) 380-87, present the
evidence for priestly poll-tax in the Prolemaic period. There
wils, it seems, exemption from the tax for all priests, and Gilliam
suggests that the freedom from the tax may have contineed into
the early Roman period. When and why a poll-tax requirement
wis placed on the priesthood s not known, It may, as we
suggested above, have been designed as a control and limitation
on Egyptian temples, The earliest reference to the priestly
epikrisis 5. 103-4 A.D. (5B 2394). This, of course, does not
mean that this process used to regulate membership and
taxation for the Egyplian temples did not exist before that time.
There is in fact indirect evidence that the priestly epikrisis was
uséd as early as about 500 A DD,

Y. For the exemption of the fifty priesis at Teblunis, see
PTebt 11298 (107-8 A.D.) and FTebt I1 299 (ca. 50 A.D.). PSI
X 1146 {(202-3 A.D.) and PTebt 11 292 (189-00 A.D.) make
reference to only one of the exempt priests of Tebtunis, and

PTebe 11 303 (176-80 A.D.) is submitted by six priests of
Tebtunis who call themselves exempt. In PTebt [T 293 (ca. 187
ADD) the temple itself is said to have been exempt. For
exemptions at Soknopaiow Mesos, see PLond 11347 (pp. 70-71,
201 A.D.)and BGLIT 1 and 337 (third century A.D.; these are
paris of the same document). Exempiions were granted also to
presbyters of the pastophors in the temple of [sis Nanaia at
Mabana (PLomd 11 345, pp. 113-4 —193 A.D.).

10, See PTebt I1 300 (151 A.D.) and PTebt 11 301 (190
AD)), notices of death of exempted priests at Tebtunis.
Obwiously these notices did not serve to inform the government
that the priests now dead no longer owed taxes; they had been
exempt from payment. The notces served rather to indicate that
the quota of fifty was not filled. Similar death notices have been
found for priests of Soknopatou Nesos (PLond 11 281, pp. 65-66
— 66 A.D. and PLond 11 338, p.68 —170 A}, except that
these notices do not specifically identify the priests as exempt
from poll-tax.

i)




Chapter VIII

Gerousia Declarations

Most of the status declarations pertain to young men and lead to admission at an early age
into privileged classes in which these youths for the first time enjoy the benefits of their newly
acquired status. This is especially true of the metropolite, the gymnasium, the ephebic, and the
priestly declarations.

Corresponding to these declarations certifying status for young men are two declarations
leading to the enrollment of men of advanced age in a privileged class at Oxyrhynchus. These two
documents in which older men make application for membership in the privileged senior citizen
association or gerousia of Oxyrhynchus are:

AD. 222 PSI XII 1240 = SB 7989 (age ca. 54)
226 PRyl IV 599 = SB 8032 (age 68)

A brief description of each of these documents will help us understand what purpose they served.

PSI XII 1240 (Oxyrhynchus = 222 A.D.) is an application by a man named Heracles, age
about fifty-four at the time of application, to be enrolled among a body described as oi
tpoayewvopevol dandaion [yé]povies. Along with his application he encloses a list of credentials
taken from the first census return (173-74 A.D.) in which he was enrolled as a child and then from
each subsequent mediandv émnpioenc’ following a census (187-88,201-2,and 215-16 A.D.).In
each of these extracts Heracles is identified as dwdexddpaypog and dmd yupuvaoiov.

PRyl IV 599 (Oxyrhynchus = 226 A.D.) is a declaration by Aurelius Claudianus, age
sixty-eight, that he ought to be enrolled among the members of the gerousia (dpelhoy Evranmpvon
toic &md toi yepovoiov) so that he might share in the privileges offered to members of that
gerousia. As evidence supporting his declarations he offers partofa house-to-house census along
with an extract from the roll of scrutiny (éx mediaxotl émxpioewe) of the public archive.” No
status designation is listed in these very brief extracts, although more complete information may
have been included in the copies which accompanied the declaration.

1. The nebuwmdv dmepioeng or roll of scrutiny in the Hiusern und Haus besitzern und Bewohnern aufgezeichnet
public archives is discussed by Ulrich Wilcken, “Urkunden- waren und auch die Verinderungen im Hausbesitz nofiert
Referat,” ArchP 12 (1936) 86-88. The term is used in both wurden.” Claire Préaux astutely observes in her comments on
gerousiadeclarations, and it appears also in PSIV 450, 6911, (an PSI X1l in CA'E 43 (1947) 149: “Le document montre que
“Eyhnpyns of Oxyrhynchus from the second or third century I'expression #x mebumxo? fmewploens est synonyme de wat
A.D.). Wilcken observes (p. 87): “Es scheint nun, dass auf olxioy droypagie.”

Grund der amtlich nachgepriiften Eingaben, der #mupioes im 2. For a discussion of this declaration, see Eric Turner,
obigen Sinne, Biicher angelegt wurden, in denen in “The Gerousia of Oxyrhynchus,” ArchP 12 (1937) 179-86.

geographischer Anordnung die Amphoda der Stadt mit ihren
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The phrase ol axd 1ol yepovoiov (PRyl IV 599 — 226 A.D.) sounds every much like a
status designation analogous to ol dmd yupvaoiov, Moreover, the body of men to which Heracles
(PSI XII 1240 — 222 A.D.) wishes to belong is identified as ol mpooyewvéuevor duardolol
[véloovtec, another designation suggesting that a status group existed.

The dwaxdoror indicates further that membership may have been limited to a specific
number. This limitation might explain why men of widely differing ages (about fifty-four and
sixty-eight) make application. It could have been impossible at times to gain admission to the class
at the earliest age possible since the class was at the time of application at maximum membership.

Before we discuss further the age of admission to the gerousia we should consider the
evidence offered by another document which may be a gerousia list from Oxyrhynchus.
PWashUniv inv 134 (from Oxyrhynchus, early third century A.D.) is a list of males who have
been examined or certified through an epikrisis (or perhaps in two cases by an eiskrisis) conducted
under the jurisdiction of the prefect of Egypt.’ In column i of the text, ages listed for four of the
men are: sixty-one, fifty-six, sixty-eight (?), and fifty-seven. No ages are available from column ii,
since the right side of the text has been lost.

From these ages (assuming that these men were members of the gerousia) together with the
two from the gerousia declarations it appears that the lowest age for admission to the class was the
middle fifties. We niight assume from other status classes in which minimum ages for enrollment
exist that there was in this class also a minimum age. From the lowest ages in the documents
(about fifty-four, fifty-six, and fifty-seven) we may not be too far wrong in theorizing that
fifty-five was the minimum age.

Whether or not there were qualifications besides age for admission to the gerousiais difficult
to determine from the evidence available. PWashUnivinv 134 (early third century A.D.) column
i, if to judge from the advanced ages this is a gerousia list, might suggest that the members of the
gerousia had to possess some status already as privileged members of a Hellenic class. The fact
that an epikrisis is mentioned in one entry of column i and may have been part of the other entries®
conceivably means that the members of the gerousia had in common a status to which they were
admitted by the epikrisis or in which they were established or certified by an epikrisis. From PSI
XII 1240 (222 A.D.) we can infer that the required status was membership in either the
metropolite class or the gymnasium class, for Heracles’ credentials show that he was a member of
both groups. PRyl TV 599 (226 A.D.) unfortunately does not list any previous status for Aurelius
Claudianus, although that information may have been included in the copies which he submitted
as evidence along with his declaration. One might be tempted to conclude from the limited
number of members in the gerousia that they were supplied by the gymnasium or super elite class
of Oxyrhynchus.

It is possible, we should hasten to add, that the indications of epikrisis may have served only
as means of establishing the declarant’s age to prove that he was eligible for membership in
thegerousia. The census returns in both gerousia declarations would easily have done that. That
some purpose, however, other than proving age may have been served by the evidence offered by
the declarants is suggested by the careful and complete listing of credentials by Heracles (PSIXII
1240 — 222 A.D.). Although the census return in which he was first enrolled as a child would

3. This document will be included in a collection of text and discussion of the document, see Appendix [ below.

Washington University papyri to be published soon by Professor 4, I we assume that the two columns of the document deal
Verne B. Schuman of Indiana University. I am very grateful to with the same process, we can theorize that each entry of column
Professor Schuman for calling the text to my attention and for i spoke of an epikrisis (or eiskrisis) just as each entry of colummn i
giving me permission to include it in this study. For a complete does,
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have sufficed for establishing his age, Heracles also submitted evidence from the three censuses
following his first, as if to emphasize the status designations found in each extract —
dwdenadpaypnog and Gmd yvpvaoiow.

We not know when this gerousia emerged as a status class, nor do we haveany idea how long
it continued after 226 A.D., the date of the later declaration. If PWashUniv inv 134 does list
members of that gerousia we can suggest that the status may have been officially recognized as
early as about 170 A.D. The date of the document (early third century A.D.) on the other hand,
does fall rather close to the dates of the two extant declarations.

None of the three documents indicates what specific privileges would be enjoyed by
members of the gerousia. Turner has suggested that they probably enjoyed “privileges such as
special seats at the games.”™ It is likely that gerousia status included at least that kind of privilege
and others like it designed to honor senior citizens or elder statesmen. That the group had any
active political or social functions cannot be ascertained from available evidence. Indeed, the lack
of such evidence seems rather to indicate that the group was more honorific than politically active.
Nonetheless, given the extreme importance of status in Roman Egypt, the honor must have been
eagerly sought and highly prized by those who were entitled to receive it.

5. ArchP (1937) 1335.
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Conclusions

To complete this study of status declarations we must now draw some conclusions from our
examination of the documents. In the first place, all available evidence points to these
declarations and the examinations for status as exclusively Roman procedures which probably
were initiated during the reign of Augustus and were part of administrative reorganization by the
Roman government. Status declarations then continued in use during the second and the third
centuries A.D. until one or more administrative changes perhaps connected with the Constitutio
Antoniniana of 212 A.D. made at least the metropolite and perhaps the priestly epikrisis
unnecessary. Gymnasium declarations continued until late third century, and perhaps ephebic
eiskrisis as well as catoecic epikrisis did also. No evidence has been found to indicate that status
declarations were offered later than the third century A.D.

Status declarations, although taking several different forms, had as a general function the
identification of status and the certification of privileges resulting from such status. In a sense,
therefore, Lesquier had been right in asserting in 1918 that only one epikrisis had been identified,
for each of the major types of epikrisis (and eiskrisis also) had the function referred to above. We
have seen, however, that the function of each type of epikrisis and of eiskrisis can be defined more
specifically than certification of status. Metropolite declarations led to tax reductions, gymnasium
declarations resulted in membership in an important cultural and political class, catoecic
declarations also provided cultural advantages and possibly granted tax exemptions, epikrisis
before the prefect appears to have provided certification of residence rights for veterans and of
inheritance rights for illegitimate childran, ephebic eiskrisis gave Hellenes the opportunity of
receiving a Hellenic education, priestly epikrisis enrolled new priests and granted tax exemptions,
and gerousia declarations gave senior citizen status.

Some of these processes were in all likelihood carried out only within the nomes by nome or
local officials. Declarations of metropolites, of members of the gymnasium class, of xdrowxon, of
ex-ephebes originally enrolled in the city in which the declaration was to be made for their sons,
and of priests involved only the Greek and Egyptian residents of the nome and were received and
handled by officials or agencies of the nome government. Records of these proceedings were kept
in the local archives.

Declarations which involved Roman citizens, dealt with privileges best controlled by
provincial officials, or were offered by Alexandrian citizens residing elsewhere were submitted
directly to a provincial agency or to the prefect or Egypt, and certificates of epikrisis were issued
through his office or authorization was given to lower officials to complete the examinations. That
careful records of these proceedings before the prefect were kept in the central provincial office is
indicated by the many references in the extracts to page and volume of the tomes in which the
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examinations before the prefect were recorded. New evidence from Oxyrhynchus' indicates that
records of some examinations before the prefect were kept also within the nomes. Apparently at
some time after the examination had been made before the provincial officials and perhaps when
entrance was desired to another status such as that provided by the gerousia, the declarants filed
the certificate of their epikrisis with the local record offices in the nomes or cities in which they
resided or into which they had moved. From the names” listed in this new epikrisis text and from
the rather advanced ages of the persons involved,’ it seems likely that the persons who have
submitted to the epikrisis before the provincial officials were Romans or Roman citizens eligible
for the gerousia or veterans who had become Roman citizens and had need of certification of their
rights. This information certifying status was listed on the local records with brief notations
providing the essential details; identified were the prefect and his representative who conducted
the examination, the person examined, and his age. Individuals were listed in the order in which
they submitted their credentials to the local office or were admitted to their new status if they had
applied for gerousia membership.

Through status declarations and the records which they provided for nome and provincial
officials, the Roman government was able to administer and control more efficiently her citizens
and subjects in Egypt. The fiscal affairs, social status, native religious organizations, and political
and cultural life of those who resided in Egypt during the first three centuries A.D. were affected
by and in part regulated by status declarations. That the declarations concerned all these aspects
of life in Roman Egypt is indication enough of their importance and good reason for us to hope
that more information about them will come to light.

1. PWashUniv inv 134 (early third century A D.); See names which are partly Egyptian (Safjows, Khovbio "Hepdc,
Appendix I, “Towhio "Heaxhoic, "Towkio "Amduarndpoy ). This would suggest

2. All of the males listed have Roman names. Of the seven that they were probably not Roman citizéns by origin.
maothers who are identified in the document, four definitely have 3. Identifiable ages are: 61, 56, 57, 69(7).
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Appendix I
Epikrisis List
PWashUnivinv 134 15.5 X 24.5 cm. early third century A.D.

This papyrus has been damaged along the left and right sides and has a large tear in the
middle of the two columns of text. About three lines in the midst of column i and at least one line
in column ii have been lost. Column i offers the ends of several lines, and column ii has preserved
only the beginnings of twenty-six lines.

Column ii is a list of males who have been examined or certified through an epikrisis or
eiskrisis conducted under the jurisdiction of the prefect of Egypt. The loss of the right side of the
column prevents us from restoring the text and determining exactly what form the entries in this
column had. From the partial lines which survive it is clear that several entries are recorded in the
column. These entries have been made under the name of a prefect of Egypt with the name in the
genitive case extending about a centimeter to the left of the lines under it. The genitive perhaps
depends on a noun such as &mxpioelg, as in the documents titled &x tépov émuxploewy. Most of
the entries under these headings contained the name of only one individual who was examined by
or under the auspices of the prefect whose name heads the entry. When more that one person is
listed under the heading in the genitive, that additional entry has the individual's name in the
nominative case and extends to the left the same distance as the name of the prefect.

After the heading in the genitive, the entry seems regularly to begin with the name (in the
nominative ) of the person involved in the process recorded. This name, to judge from lines 3, 7.
14, and 17 of column i and lines 23, 38, and 42 of column ii, is followed by information which
identifies the individual. Probably his father’s name, his mother’s name, and his age are listed.

Next there is a statement attesting to his examination. Beginning with the participle
omA(witeic), the entry continued with either the infinitive #mux(exnolodon) or el(onexoloton)
followed by a prepositional phrase introduced by Umd noting the official by whom the
examination was made or authorized. This official, who is not named here. is identified as the
prefect whose name headed the entry (tot attot fyyeudvoc). In lines 29, 36, and 44, another
prepositional phrase follows (the preposition is duét) which probably identifies the official who
actually performed the examination for the prefect. Reference is made in lines 25, 34 and 40 to
military tribunes, and it may have been these officials who were designated in the phrases
introduced by oui where official titles are lost in the ends of the lines.

In column ii, the males whose names are recorded are said to have been certified either
through an &rwixpuowg (Emnexpiotal) or through an elonpuoig (elonenpiotal), but none of them
has been involved in both of these processes. That the prefect of Egypt is mentioned throughout
this column by title or by name indicates that this éni{xguoig could have been the one conducted by
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the prefect or his deputy and recorded in the documents titled #x ToOpoU Emunploswy (supra,
Chapter V). Those who were examined by this process were Roman citizens residing in Egypt and
veterans who on discharge were granted Roman citizenship and residence rights in Egypt. In
column i which also contained entries of this same type, the ages of those recorded in lines 3 ( age
61), 7 (age 56), 14 (age 687), and 17 (age 57) suggest that the individuals were veterans or other
older citizens and not young men registering for poll-tax or gymnasium privileges. It is possible
that these men who had been registered through the epikrisis were new residents of Oxyrhynchus
and offered their credentials to establish their status as Roman citizens (see SB 7362, in which a
veteran seeks proper credentials before he takes up residence in the Arsinoite nome).

Another possible explanation of this document and the men of advanced ages included in it
is that it presents a gerousia list. Evidence has been found for the existence of a gerousia at
Oxyrhynchus for men aged about fifty-four and sixty-eight.! The ages in this list in column i fall
into that same range and suggest strongly that these men also belonged to the gerousia. This
senior citizen status at Oxyrhynchus seems to have been open to a limited number of men aged
about fifty-five and over. The list in this document spanning nearly fifty years (161-205 A.D.)
may then be the record of those periodically admitted to that status.

Two of the males listed in column ii apparently have submitted to the procedure known as
the eloxgwoig (Lines 29 and 44).? The term eloxpivw appears often in documents concerning
entrance to or membership among the ranks of the ephebes.” A.S. Hunt in discussing POxy IX
1202 shows that a young boy who had become a member of the gymnasium class through an
epikrisis became an ephebe by the process called eiskrisis. Both Hunt and Wilcken® stated that
this eiskrisis probably was performed under the auspices of the prefect of Egypt. As proof they
pointed to a reading which has been restored in PFlor 1 57.73 (eio[xpwoluévay tad N, o
hapmootdrov fiyeudvog). PWashUnivinv 134 seems to support their assertions that the eiskrisis
was carried out at least in some cases under the prefect’s jurisdiction.’

The enties in column ii which can be dated are not arranged chronologically according to the
terms of office of the prefects. The order appears rather to have simply sequential, i.e., these
credentials were recorded in Oxyrhynchus when the subjects offered them to the local officials.
not when the epikrisis or eiskrisis was conducted. The list in all likelihood is part of an official
archive of Oxyrhynchus and specifically records examinations which were administered only by
provincial officials.

Because only the ends of a few lines survive, column i is more difficult to interpret. It appears
like column ii to be a list of individuals who have been involved in epikrisis proceedings.
Unfortunately, the names of these individuals have been lost in the beginnings of the lines.
Perhaps the names of the officials under whom the entries have been made were once also listed.,
From the information which survives, it is clear that at least four entries have been made in the
column, for the ages in lines 3, 7, 14, and 17 indicate that different individuals are dealt with in
these places.

Some dates can be established for the entries in this column. Line 1, which seems to be a
general heading for the column, lists the name of Verus and probably that also of Marcus
Aurelius. The Calvisius of line 10 is without doubt the prefect of 170-75 A.D. Certain too is the

1. Abowve, Chapter VIIL See especially Eric Turner. *“The 3. SeeSBRIGT: POxyIV 477 POxvIX 1202: PElor157:
Gerousia of Ouxyrhynchus,” ArchP 12 (1937) 179-86. PRyl 11 101; and Chapter VI above.

2. Apparently, because the abbreviation here could 4. Grundzige 142,
represent cither el{oxexpioftal) or én(ixexpiotal). See the 3. Mot all eiskrisis proceedings required his participation.

note on line 29 below, See Chapter VI above.
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identification of Lucceius Ofellianus, lines 16 and 18, who was epistrategus of the Heptanomia in
167 A.D.

It is in the infinitive &x]ut(exoioftar) of line 10 that we discover the nature of the entries in
this column. That the infinitive is followed by the name of the prefect shows that this column
contained epikrisis records similar to those of column ii and probably served the same purpose.
The advanced ages in this column indicate that the purpose probably was not fiscal, but perhaps as
we suggested above involved citizenship or residence rights or entrance to the privileged gerousia
class.

We should note also in these entries the appearance of the epistrategus as an agent in the
proceedings. The title occurs in lines 4, 11, and 16 and probably followed the name in line 18 (we
suggest that the name and/or title of an epistratagus appeared also incolumniiinlines 21 and 30,
and that in lines 8-9, the deputy epistrategus took his place). His function is defined in lines 16 and
18 with the infinitive eizo(vioftow). This verb is used in other documents to describe the
epistrategus’ role in certifying that examinations authorized by the provincial officials have been
completed and in providing for the enrollment of the person examined on alist in the local record
office.® The function of the epistrategus in this text was to certify that the individuals who came
under his jurisdiction had been properly examined and their credentials were in order. He then
authorized officials at Oxyrhynchus to accept credentials and enter the names so that these men
could acquire the status or right to be provided for those listed in this document.

Column i

(Erovg) () "Avrwviv Jov xai Otrfpov xat
gV TV ®Kuoloy |

& delvae  unt(edg) |. Oajowog (Erdv) Eax

elro(viothar) tmo |.tov Emotpa(miyov)

5 d(7) ]..vwov Kivjpevrog
6 delvi | wnt(eodg) *Apteud(moas) (Exiv) vg
O Juadeyo(pévou) xai ™y
]
10 dnh(witeic) ém u(exnpiotar) tmé Kahovwoiov

Sratiavot Tye(udvog) xai eixo(viobal) tmd Kom Jtok(ivor) xal émoroa(m)you)
S51a(7) “Tovovévrouw Oudle [vrog émdpyov =
otéhov Zefactot "AkeEavdpivou |
6 detva  pnr(oog) 1 Jovh(lag) Zapami(ddog) (Ermv) ED

15 J-vvog. |
space of about 7 centimeters
e Jixo(vioBa) tmd Aovkniov "Ogebii(avou)
émotpa({Tiyov)
Jovid( ) unt(oog) Kh(avdiag) ‘Hodtog
(Evanv) v

dni(witeic) Emu(expiottal) Umd Jwdov xal eiro(viotan) vmo "Ogellaviov

6. See Chapter VI above.
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Column 11

Phraviov INeiowyog| O dgiva
20 dmi(wdeic) Emun(enoioBar) vmod t(0¥) a(iTot) filye(udvoc) St dSeivoc
ol elno(viotar) vmd Toov[vwiou _

Mawiov Aaitov Ao[taoc . . . . unt(poc)
Teptiac "Avroviag |
Aovxiog Ovaléowoc Zagl... oL
25  Maoxiov yhudoy[ov
Otmovaociov ®axot[véou 0 deiva

nal Aovrfuogl.[]
AoJtxiog "AvBiégriog Totdwolog
oni(wdeic) ei(onexoiothoan) Hmd t(ov) a(Uton) fye(udvos) dud [Beivoc
30 Ovnpov =ai elxo(viotar) Hmod [betvoc
M]donog "Avviog Awoviaos [
ona(witeic) dmumlexoiotal) Hmd t(ol) a(it)ot ) five ( udvoc) [Sui dglvoc
Iaog “Tovk(og) Oimoreivos | Ol
Mhoteivou yik(tdoyor) Ae[yidvog
35 Mdoprov Adginii(iov) Oimowdvou Tip(fowoc) Ki(addrog) Zapleivos
oni{miteic) emn(exolofan) [Omd (o) a(trov) flye(udvog) dui Moovfou ou.|
Tomiov Anunroiov Mdoxoc Totk(og) |
un(roog) ‘Toviiag "‘Hoarhottog tijc wai |
Mdaerog Tovhiog "Aupm(v) xnai adeh(poc). [... dud *Addiov
40 “Eopordov yeh(udoxov) reyiovog B [Toaravije Toyvodc
Mavtevviov Eafleivfov & detva
unt(oog) Tovk(iag) "Aoxhatapiov [
Overoveiov Maxoeivou [6 deiva
omi(aiteic) el(oxexoiotal) vmd T(00) a(dtol) fye(pdvoc) dux Aol

1-2. Marcus Aurelius and Verus = 161-69 A D

3. WNT(p0og): restored from lines 7 and 17. This line along with lines 7. 14. and 17 seems to
have listed at the beginning the name of the person examined. Lines 10 and 16 may also have
recorded the names of those examined.

4. eixo(viohay): restored from lines 16 and 18. The letters tou preceding eémotoa(tiyou)
may be either the article or part of this official's name. See lines 11 and 16. If the epistrategus’
name appeared here, it may have been OMdioc Paiiotog whose term of office fell during the
reign of Marcus Aurelius and Verus. See Vandoni, Gli Epistrategi 30. The text of line 16 where
the epistrategus’ name occurs with the abbreviation found in this line is the basis for the reading
emoTpo(Tiyou).

5. Clemens like Juvencus Valens (lines 12 and 13) may have held some office and may have
assisted the epistrategus in the process recorded in this column.

8-9. Restored from BGU 1 168, 23. Because the other entries in this column mention an
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epistrategus, it is likely that the Tjv was followed in line 9 by émioToaTylav. See POxyIX 1202,
1-2.

10. Restored from POxy VII 1023, 4-6. See also lines 20, 32, and 36, where the same
restoration has been made. C. Calvisius Statianus was prefect of Egypt 170-75 A.D. See Stein,
Praefekten 95-96 and Reinmuth, BASP 99.

11. The prefect’s name may have been followed by his title. The epistrategus Capitolinus
(169-73 A.D.; see Vandoni 31-32) best fits the space and letters in this line and falls in the proper
time period.

12-13. For Juvencus Valens, prefect of the Imperial Alexandrine Fleet, see POxy XI1 1451,
1 and 16.

15f. A break in the papyrus has resulted in the loss of about three lines in this column. A
blank space about five lines long follows the break.

16. Lucceius Ofellianus is identified as an epistrategus of the Heptanomia (from
166-168/69 A.D.; see Vandoni 31).
His name appears also in line 18. Line 16 has the appearance of a heading. If so, this would explain
why the offical’s name appears two lines later without praenomen and title.

19. Flavius Piso is the prefect of Egypt 181 A.D. who is identified by Stein 99 and Reinmuth
BASP 101 as Flavius [C]ris[pus] on the basis of a difficult reading of BGU I 12. 13 = WChrest
389. Wilcken had also suggested [P] ris[cus], but dismissed that as less likely. From our text we can
now correct BGU 12, Stein, and Reinmuth. This Flavius Piso was a prefect of Egypt, for several
lines in this column begin like line 19 with the names (in the genitive case) of prefects. All of these
lines (19, 22, 26, 35, 37, 41, and 43) along with five lines beginning with names in the nominative
case (24, 28, 31, 33, and 39) extend about a centimeter further to the left than the remaining lines
of the column. These prefects’ names in the genitive appear 1o be headings for the information
following them. From lines 35 and 39 we can infer that the genitive is normally followed by the
name (in the nominative) of the person whose record is included in the column. Those lines
beginning with names in the nominative are perhaps additional entries under the prefect’s name
which begins the section. For Flavius Piso see C.A. Nelson, ““The Prefecture of Flavius Piso.”
Cd’E 45 (1970) 379-80.

20, dnh(wieic) Emm(enpiodan): restored from POxyVII 1023, 4-6. The abbreviations tal )
nye( ) appear alsoin lines 29, 32, 36, and 44. Although no sign of abbreviation follows the tau, the
best resolution of the abbreviations is ©(o0) a(V1ov) five(uovog). The prefect’s name is not given
here because it is listed as the heading for the entry.

21. From column i, 16 and 18, we would expect to have an epistrategus listed here. There is,
however, no evidence yet for an epistrategus of this period named Trunnius. The epistrategus
listed by Vandoni 33 for 180-82 A.D. is Tiberius Claudius Xenophon. This may suggest that the
prefecture of Flavius Piso extended back beyond 181 A.D. to sometime between 178 and 180
A.D. The prefect immediately preceding Piso according to Reinmuth BASP 100-1 is 'T. Alus
Sanctus whose prefecture may have lasted as latc as early 180, but perhaps ended as early as 178
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A.D. No epistrategi are listed by Vandoni for the period 177-80 A.D. Possibly Trunnius was in
office toward the end of that period when Flavius Piso had taken office as prefect.

22, Q. Maecius Laetus, prefect of Egypt 200-3 A D. See Stein 110-11 and Reinmuth BASP
106,

25. Military tribunes (see also lines 34 and 40) frequently conducted examinations under
the jurisdiction of the prefect of Egypt. See BGU 1 113, 11 (= WChrest 458); BGU 1 265, 13
(= WChrest 459); SB 5217, 4-5; SB 7362, 2-3; PSI V 447, 13-14; and BGU III 847, 4
(= WChrest 460).

26. Vernasius Facundus was a prefect of Egypt like the others whose names are listed in this
column as headings. Neither Stein nor Reinmuth lists him as a prefect, but there are several
periods of time in this era for which we do not have the prefect’s name. Vernasius Facundus was
one of these. We can suggest some possibilities for the date of Facundus® prefecture. Atleast two
other texts offer Facundus’ name and in one of them he has the title dioiketes (POxy VII 1032 —
162 A.D. ). The year in which he held this office was 161 A.D. The other document (BGU III
786) does not provide a date for his term of office. Sometime after 161 A.D Vernasius Facundus
was elevated to the prefecture. If we assume that his age in 161 A.D. was about thirty and that he
lived to around fifty or sixty, the latest date for his prefecture would be about 180-90 A.D. Itis
possible that he held the prefecture shortly after his term as diociketes. Among the dates vacantin
Reinmuth’s list are 163-64, 167-68, 169-70, 175-76, 177-7T8, 178-81 (?7), and 188-89. The
prefecture of Vernasius Facundus, I am convinced, fell into one of thosg periods.

27f. A break in the papyrus has resulted in the loss of at least one line of text.

29. The abbreviation &u( ) could perhaps be read also as m( ). John Rea and Revel Coles
both examined the photograph and suggested that the epsilon here in line 44 was followed by a pi
extended below the line to indicate abbreviation. The other abbreviated forms have smux( ),
although this does not necessarily rule out another abbreviation for the same word in this text. I
prefer to read ei(oxexoioftal), although I cannot rule out éx(inexnpiotal).

35. Marcus Aurelius Verianus, prefect of Egypt 188 A.D. See Stein 102 and Reinmuth
BASP 102. A Claudius Sabinus is mentioned as an infantryman in POxy IV 735 (205 A.D.).

37. Timeius Demetrius, prefect of Egypt 189-90 A D. See Stein 103-4 and Reinmuth
BASP 102-4.

40. Perhaps the tribune Allius Hermolaus who conducted the examination for prefect T.
Longaeus Rufus recorded in SB 7362, 2-3 (188 A.D).

41. L. Mantennius Sabinus, prefect of Egypt 193-94 A D. See Stein 105-6 and Reinmuth
BASP 105.

43. D. Veturius Macrinus, prefect of Egypt 181-83 A.D. See Stein 99-100 and Reinmuth
BASP 101.
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Appendix II

Declarants and Candidates for Epikrisis and Eiskrisis

[. ol o unroomohemS
A. Arsinoe

Declarants

"Axovoaoiov [....Juov — PBrux inv E 8017 (9091 A.D.)
Avpirog Elimopos Asovrd — BGU X1 2086 (235 A.D.)
Aidvuoz "Hpoviz — PGrenf 11 49 (141 A.D.}
Eddapovig Mrokepaiov — PGen 18 (187 AD.)
Eddaipmy "Hpwv Zowyd — PTeb 11 320 (181 A.D.)
"Hopuw Zovylwvws — PGen 19 (148 A.D.)

"Hpew El’.tgl.._] — PRy 11 104 (167 A.D.)

Ouiods "lowdmoor — BGU T 109 (121 A.D.)
Bavfdoiov "Howvog — PGen 19 (148 A.D.)

Beover "Qovyévor BGU T 324 (166-67 A.D.)

“Toeig Awodmpon PGrenf 11 49 (141 A.D.)

Towmoe [...] "Howviws — PHaw 401 (161-69 A D.)
Mapwy Mdapovws — PGen 18 (187 AD.)

Muooiine Mooitov — BGU T 109 (121 A.D.)

[Mahouidne — PRy 1T 280 (152-53 A.D.)

Mokéwwy — PBrux inv E 8017 (90-91 A.D.)

Eaoamids Zovyi — PTeb 11 320 (181 A.D.)

"Qoiwvy "Hooaxhelidovw — PRyl 11 103 (134 A.D.)

Candidates

"AvouPac Avddpov — PGrenf 11 49 (141 A.D.)
Alpihog E xo. Avoniiov Edadpor — BGU X1 2086 (235 A.D.)
Bawydhos (slave} — BGU' 1 324 (166-67 A.D.)
Audvuoog — PHaw 401 (161-69 A.D.)

‘Epuag [Nokéuwvog — PBrux inv E 8017 (90-91 A.D.)
"Hoaxheldng "Hpadhelbow — PRyl II 103 (134 A.D.)
"Hpoaxheidns Zap [...] — PRYII 104 (167 AD.)

"Hpwv [lolépwvos — PBrux inv E 8017 (90-91 A.D.)
"Howv Eddaluovos "Howvog — PTeb 11 320 (181 A.D.)
Totdmpoc “Howvoz — PGen 19 (148 A.D.)

[Mroksnaios Muottov — BGU T 109 (121 A.D.)
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Zapaninv Mdaoovog — PGen 18 (187 A.D.)
Tapaninv [Nahapidov — PRyl IT 280 (152-53 A.D.)
Xihiapyos (slave) — BGU I 324 (166-67 A.D.)

B. Hermopolis

Declarants

Bepeiic [Thovtittog — SB 7440a (132 A.D.)

“Eopatog 6 xai Naddms "Avoufilavog ot zal Alhovelwvos — SB 7440a (132 AD.)
Bepuoitihg — SB T440b (132 A.D.)

Candidates
"Anwoviog — SB 7440b (132 A.D.)
‘Eouoyévng ‘Eopaiov 1ot xai [Madoton — SB 7440a (132 A.D.)

C. Oxyrhynchus

Declarants

"Amoi|Miviog] — POxy IV 714 (122 AD.)

Asoihdviog EdTunidov tot xoi ‘Qpiovog — WChrest 217 (172-73 A.D.)
Adpihog Zaoan|...] — POxy X 1306 (214-15(?) A.D.)

Awddwpog Miovtiovog — POxy XII 1452, col 1 (127-28 A.D.)

Awvvoovg (freedwoman) — POxy 111 478 (132 A.D.)

"Exévn j zai "Afhvaiz Edvtuoyidou tot xai "Qolovog — WChrest 217 (172-73 AD.)
‘Eopinros 6 #oi “Apmoxparion "Qpiwvog — POxy VIII 1109 (160-61 A.D.)

"Hoidic "Hoo| | = POxy X 1306 (214-15 (7) A.D.)

Mdowxos AtoRhios [....] Evdaipovog [tod] »ai [®uo?]|oapdmbdos — PErl 31 (after 212 A.D.)

Mcdiproz Aloihos “Apudviog Zepfvog O rai Zapamiov [Thovtiwvog — PBrux inv E 7910 (after 212

A.D.]
"Onvwvinpois Zoirog — POxy VII 1028 (B6 A.D.)
Sapamiov [Mhovtiovog — POxy XII 1452, col T (127-28 A.D.)
Taopoets Aopynpos — POxy VII 1028 (86 A.D.)
Tavtéos Bomviog — PWisc I 17 (106 A.D.)
Tvegépooic MMhovtiovog — POxy XII 1452, col 1 (127-28 AD.)
baav [Mtéiados — POxy 111 478 (132 AD.)
"Qolwv Zapuxiovog — PSIVII 732 (153-54 AD.)

Candidates

Méhac (slave) — PSI XII 1230 (203 A.D.)

Mtokepaioz “Eopinrou 1ot ®ai ‘Agmorpatiovog — POxy VIIT 1109 (160-61 A.D.)
Mtdihag Paourvos — POxy IT1 478 (132 A.D.)

Sapamiov (slave) — WChrest 217 (172-73 A.D.)

Sapamiov Zapaniovog — POxy XII 1452, col 1 (127-28 AD.)

Xaotjuoy "Owvvipowog — POxy VII 1028 (86 A.D.)

Weiic (slave) — PSI VII 732 (153-54 AD.)
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II. ol &% tol yvuvaoiov
A. Hermopolis

Declarants

“Aptéuay & wod "Avoilnmag "TAcwinmudbor — PAmh I1 75 (161-68 A.D.)
Bepetic [Thovtitos — SB 7440a (132 A.D.)

Anurepia 1 xai Tepeic ‘Eppaiov — PAmh I1 75 (161-68 A.D.)
‘Eppaiog & =ai Moadomg "Avovfiowvog — SB 7440a (132 AD.)

Candidates
"Aptépomv "TAptépovos tol ®ol "Ayoinra — PAmh II 75 (161-68 A.D.)
"Eppoyévns ‘Eppalov tot xai [Mafdtov — SB 7440a (132 A.D.)

B. Oxyrhynchus

Declarants

"Apeia ... iwov — PSI VII 731 (end of first century A.D.)
Bnooapiov — PSI'V 457 (276 A.D.)

Awyevne Geoyevoug — POxy II 257 (94-95 A.D.)

Audbwpog [Movtiovos — POxy XIT 1452, col IT (127-28 A.D.)
Znvixg "Hpdrog — PSI VII 731 (end of first century A.D.)
Beppotihov Mhovtiovog — POxy X 1266 (98 A.D.)

Towwpa Mrolepaiov — POxy 11 257 (94-95 AD.)

Kompots Eddaipovog — PSI'V 457 (276 AD.)

Zapaniov [Thovtiwvog — POxy XII 1452, col II (127-28 A.D.)
Tvegépoic IMhovtiwvos — POxy XII 1452, col 1T (127-28 A.D.)
Wi Avoveoion tot »oi "Apoitog — POxy X 1266 (98 A.D.)
Mdaopxroc Atpnihog ‘Eoudgihog Eddaluovoc — PSI WV 457 (276 A.D.)

Candidates

Avpinhog Awonopog — POxy XXIT 2345 (224 A.D.)

Znvag Znvarog — PSI VII 731 (end of first century A.D.)
Beoyivng Awyévoug — POxy 11 257 (94-95 AD.)

Mdapxog Avpiihiog Phduwog Baoapiovog — PST 'V 457 (276 A.D.)
[Mhovtiomv Waupwg — POxy X 1266 (98 A.D.)

Zapaniov Zapaniovog — POxy XII 1452, col I (127-28 A.D.)

II1. ol ®aTowor — Arsinoe

Declarants

"Apoevon "Ageoduwiov — PErl 22 (160-61 A.D.)

Biwv Boxuouv 1ot wal Biwvog — PEr 11 (160-61 A.D.)
Awovvoduumv Awovuoiov — PFay 27 (175 A.D.)

Awpdg [Trorepaiow — BGU IIT 971 (195-96 A.D.)
Bcouotthov — PFay 319, col I (ca. 128 A.D.)
Zapanias "Apmoxpatiovog — PFay 27 (175 A.D.)
Taptoba "Ageobioiov — BGU III 971 (195-96 A.D.)




e

DECLARANTS AND CANDIDATES FOR EPIKRISIS AND EISKRISIS 77

Candidates

‘Anpinviog Awpa — BGU IIT 971 (195-96 AD.)

*Anoddivdowos Awpd — BGU IIT 971 (195-96 A D.)

Afdvwos Bliovog — PErl 22 (160-61 A.D.)

Neueowavos O =ai “Apmoxpatiny Emeexhnuévos Awdoropog Aovuoappovog — PFay 27 (175 A.D.)
Zovpapupwy — PFay 319, col I (ca. 128 AT.)

IV. Extracts éx tOuou &muxploewy

Apphcants

MNdwog Metpavios MajEwog] — PHamb 31a (126-33 A.D.)
El.....Jua Toouvvia — POxy XII 1451 (175 A.D.)

Tovkic MMpegwidho — SB 5217 (148 A.D.)

lovkia Zapomiac — BGU IV 1032 (after 173 ADJ)

Aotxiog Kohmovpviog Zeverna — PSTV 447 (167 A.D.)
Aotmiog Koowhios "Avric "Hoaxkeidbov — PHamb 31 (103 A.D.)
MaEwos — BGU TII 847 = WChrest 460 (182-83 A.D.)
Magwog Alnihog — BGU IV 1033 (113-17 A.D.)

Mapxoc "Avuiwvios Taotwg — SB 9228 (after 160 A.D.)
Otoreéprog Kimung — SB 7362 (188 A.D.)

Zaropveihog — BGU IIT 780 (158-539 A.D.)

Teumodvios MdaEwos — BGU 1 265 = WChrest 459 (148 A.D.)

Children

"Appovagiov Aovxiov Kopwnhiov "Avia — PHamb 31 (103 AD.)

[wog "Tovhog Avoyévme Zmovplov — SB 5217 (148 A.D.)

‘Hopaxheidng Aovriov Kopwmhiov "Avia — PHamb 31 (103 A.D.)

"Tovkio ‘Toawote Enovplow — SB 5217 (148 A.D.)

Tedkwog Erovplovn — BGU TV 1032 (after 173 A.D.)

Kosiwomeiva Aovxkiov Kopwhiov "Avta — PHamb 31 (103 A.D.)

Aovxoe Kakmotvoviog Fawavog Aovriov Kakmovpviov Zevéwag — PSI'V 447 (167 A.D.)
Aovxioe Kahmotvpvioe Zepijvog Aovriov Kakmovpviov Zevénag — PSIV 447 (167 A.D.)
Aotxog Tootwwiog Aovxihdaavog Znovoiov — POxy XII 1451 (175 A.D.)

Miproc Otahéorog " Avidviog Appmvievds Mapxrou " Aviwviov [Taoropog— SB Y228 (after 160 A.D.)
Toovwvia Mdaoxehha Emoveiov — POxy XII 1451 (175 A.D.)

Slaves

'Avathjueoos, slave of Mdagxog Alpllhog — BGU IV 1033 (113-17 A.D.)
"Endyadoc, slave of Aovwog Kalrotoviog Zevéna — PSIV 447 (167 A.D.)
"Endyatoc, slave of Maoxog Aluihog — BGU IV 1033 (113-17 A.D.)

"Eopfic eonavie, slave of Aotwog Kakmotoviog Zepijvog — PSI'V 447 (167 A.D.)
Evgodovvoc, slave of E[.....Jux Tpovvvia — POxy XII 1451 (175 A.D.)

Zmowoc, slave of Aotsiog Kokmotipviog Zevina — PSI 'V 447 (167 A.D.)
[Thovtapyos, slave of E[.....Jua Teovvvia — POxy XII 1451 (175 A.D.)

Jok[v]rog, slave of E[.....Jua Tpovvvia — POxy XII 1451 (175 A.D.)

Others

‘Avrovia Kolomou, wife of Aotwiog Kopwihiog Avriag — PHamb 31 (103 AD.)
[Gwos Tovhoeg "Arohivapios, ®vpog of “Tovkia Zapamas — BGU IV 1032 (after 173 A.D.)
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I'twog “Totvhiog Awoyévng, patron of Tovhia Mpewihha — SB 5217 (148 A.D.)
[dwog Sepmpdwviog *Anehhd, wiplog of “loviia Mpewidha — SB 5217 (148 A.D.)

V. Ephebes
A. Hermopolis

Declarants

*AvouPiorv Awoxdgov — PRyl 1T 101 (63 A.D.)
*Avriyévn ‘Qoiwvoc — PRyl IT 101 (63 A.D.)
‘Eppaiog ‘Qolwvog — PFlor I 79 (60 A.D.)
Etbawovig MMhovtoyévovs — PFlor I 79 (60 A.D.)

Candidates
Aroondpog "Avoufiovog — PRyl 11 101 (63 AD.)
Eddaipwy ‘Epuaiov — PFlor I 79 (60 A.D.)

B. Oxyrhynchus

Declarants

‘Aupivios Ofwvos — POxy III 477 (132-33 AD.)

Avpnhog TMrokenaios Zepmomviog Aovxiov — POxy IX 1202 (217 AD.)
Oaufdpwoy Oéwvog (deceased) — POxy III 477 (132-33 AD.)

Candidates

Avpijhog Todwdetnng Atoniiov IMrokepaiov Eepmpowviov — POxy IX 1202 (217 A.D.)

Netvaunoy "Appovion — POxy III 477 (132-33 A.D.)
C. Origin uncertain (see Chapter V, note 3}

Declarants

Atduvpoc Tépaxroc — PSI XII 1225 (156-57 A.D.)

B¢wv Bfwvoc (deceased) — 5B 7333 (186-87 A.D.)
Toidbmpa "Anolhwviov — SB 7333 (186-87 A.D.)
Movtagovs ‘Apmoxgatiwvog — PSI XII 1225 (156-57 A.D.)

Candidates
Aidupoc Bémvoc — SB 7333 (186-87 A.D.)
Mrnvodwpoc 6 raai “Tepaf Avbipov — PSI XII 1225 (156-57 A.D.)

V1. Gerousia (Oxyrhynchus)

Declarants and applicants
Atprihoc Khovdiavog — PRyl IV 599 (226 A.D.)
‘Hoawhijc — PSI XII 1240 (222 A.D.)
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Appendix III

Epikrisis Texts

The texts offered here serve to illustrate the form found in three of the major types of status
declaration. Their inclusion in this study is not meant to suggest that these documents come closest to being
paradigms for the forms they represent. These declarations have been chosen rather because they are
reasonably complete and do include most of the important sections to be found in status declarations of
their types. I have reprinted the documents to enable the reader to see conveniently a complete text along
with the rather disjointed description of the parts of the declarations above.

Epikrisis: ol @rd untponodhews BGU 1 324 = WChrest 219

'Terpfive @ xal “Epwtu ol *AleEdvion 1@ nal Zovydupwvi vevup(vaoLapynxoot) *Tpog Tj
tmin(oloer), 1@ 8¢ "AleEdvdow 1@ nal Zovyxdupw(vi) agii(ix) du émitp(bmov) Tou *npdg
unrooe Belov Kdotogog tot Eapamin(vog) drodediyu(évov) yup(vaoiagyov) *mopd Beavoig
Tiic "Qovyévoue ol Awoxdpou pntoos(s) [[[Ouokoyel 'A......... "Appnavion dnd]] "Taaptiov
an[0] The unteondhemg dvaypapouévng "En” aupd[dlov Avvugeloy peta xuplov Mokesiwvog
tot xal *Tapamoxavimou(d) Mokieolwvos. Aovhwv pouv Baxyihov "ufai] Xuhudfplxov
roooPfdviov ToUu pév Baxythov el (TE0CUQEOHADEXUETELS), TOU d¢ Xevhudoyov elg
(towoxaidexaeteic) @ Eveordm L(¥rer) CAvimvivoy xai Ovngov 1OV wuplwv Zefaotdv
dpethdvroy Emu]oriiivar xatd i xehevodévra “imérata [ulov th dlxaa. *Aseyoapauny
oty Taic #otd “rao[ov xalt olxiay droyoagaic T te © (Erer) nai wy (Etey) B[@eot Allhiov
*Avtoveivoy &l toT mpoxepévor “[apugpodov] Avugeiwv, guvamoypopauévn T Tol ®y
(Erovg) Vamoypapi #al todg Emumpevopévous dotvhoug FRaryvlov ®Rai hudoyov, oUVITapE-
Btunv 6t xai &v “tlypapov Emxplosws Erégov pov dovkov Odlrov P[¢lmrprdévrog 1) [
(Etel) "Aviov(ivov) xai Odgou tav wvelwv Zefaotdv.

Epikrisis: ol &% ot yupuvaoiov POxy 11 257 = WChrest 147

[mapd Awoyévous Tot] @eoy| €] vous unreog Itfo]repds. ... |. rel...] 2 " OEvplyywy moken|g]
anpl66((ov)] ‘Hoaxh[é]'ovg Toémwv. Kota ta xehevoievia ne'pl  Eminploswg TV
noooParvévtav %eic Tovg amd yupuvaoiov dmiao Tov vié[v] 'nov Geoyéviy pnteds Towmoag
Mtfofhepaiov yeyovévar vy (Emm) eic 1o éve[otoc]” O (Etog) Attorpdropos Kaloapog
Aopmia[vot] "Eefaotot Meppavirot €l TOU atrtot dupodlov], Modev mapayevouevog Ths
v tovtov &nf(]*worowv Shd #[ara Ty yevouévny 1@ € [(Etey)] Mieon Oveonaoiavod VIO
Sovtwolov Tatov] “oroamyioavi[o]s xoi Al.].etoou vevouéviov] “paoih(iwot) yoalu-
potéme) xol ov [E)Mow[v] natixer éxixorolv] “eumenpiota [tlov matéoa pov Awoyévn[v
©¢]oyé[vjors Tob ®ihionov untods Zwiomv[og] A MAEwS £l Tol adtol dugodov, natlt
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gﬁg] Yemveyrev dmodeigeis hg 6 mame [at]*'tot Ocoyévin)c P[rlonov vitog yuuvacidoyfov]
lgotiv &v Tf toi A (Frouc) Beot Kaloagog yeagi “tdv éx 1ob w[pvu]m:ml £7TL
*Avapgoddo®ywuy, éut ¢ [Elv dvemunolitows Tetdydon 1@ uv) vdmuleiv], mv o¢ untépa pou
[T rohepdry vey[au[fofar @ ntlatel pov med *°C (Eroug) Népwvog, fiv xai [alreyodpato Tj
»e?’T olxlav dmoyoagijn Tot EEfc 1 (Erovg) oloav *éx matpog Puhioxov ol Phionou
veyouv[aPPowaomubtos oy avmiy méhy, Tv 88 xal 1ol viod pn[téea] ‘lowdalpav
vleyouiP ofan pou v € (Erer) Népwvog, fig [tov naté]*pa [rokepai<o=v Au[uwviov ...J.hal.]
Beminenol[o]Ba dpoloc 1 at[td (Erer) dugpod(ov)] rot avtot ‘Heaxhéovg Tomwy, x[al’ Gc]
Bemiveyrev dnodeiEeic dg 6 [mothe ad]**tot "Apudwviog Irokepaion |...... ! Mév 1) Tou AD
(Btovc) Peot Kaloapoc [yoougf &n'] *dupodov 1ot atroi. Kai dpv[tw] *Avtonpdropa
Kaioapa Aop[tiavov] “Zefaoctov Meppavinoy elivall éx tic] *lowbmpag tov Oeoyévny .[....... |
oyl un Héoer u[nd]e dmdPinTolv .....] Pundé dhhotol]w xexoijodad[......] “[... i Evoyos elnv 1@
Sona [......] “5[817 letters] otw|....... ] “e[14 letters] . wonm nv[......] ¥'[2 H. 12 letters Ajwoyévoug
e[ 10édwna] *Fxal dpopoxa tov] Hoxov. [

Epikrisis: Extracts éx topov eémumploewy SB 9228

P Avtiyoagov. [ Elx tépov Emxplosns Titov Povplov Olwktopeivou yevopévou] “fryepdvoc,
[o0] mooyoag. ol Umoteta[yuévor oletpavol otpatsvoduevol] ‘[E]lv elharg nol omeipoug
gmrvyovies [the ‘Popaiov mohuelag xal ém-[yalueiag moodg yuveixag dg tot elnov 6{v}t
a[troic 1) mohiteia 8660 1 el Tuvec) *[f]yapor joav, mpdg &g &dv petokl dyd|ywor, 1ol péyor
uag Exaotog, Opoiwg] '[8]8 woi Popaior xoi dmelevbepor wai [dothor xai Erepot
nopeyévovro)® mpdg énixpewowy Titov Povpiov Otx[ropeivov fiyeudvog Alyintou]” [dfnd
Meyeip #6 Eng Papevird xe [tol éveotdrog ny (Erovg)]'? Adtoxpdrogog Kaioapog Titov Athou
"Aldpuavot "Avioveivou Zefactot]'’ Evoefois. "A 8¢ [magléftovio dunaidpata [10 Zemnpie
[Mpeionw Endoyw]? oréhov oefaotot [AkleEavdpsivov Exdotg [dvopott mopdsxertan].
BTlopétmuev & attdg Eemreijwog INpelo[rog] *xrehedoavtog tol hapmpotdatov 1yepdvioc].
IS"Eori 8¢ dd topmy f tépog a. M[e’ Erepa oeridbuv] “Zofwne. Mdaopxog " Avrdviog Taotw|o
Bovhopuevog mapemidnuelv]'”’ mpdg wawov T Zowvy frdv, Mdaoex[og Ovaképlog
"Aveaviog)'F Appoviavog  vidg altot étdv. Enédleifev 0 avtdg IMdotwe]'” yoahksav
gnopodyopa, omiing yakxns dv[tivoagov, & 1g dnhotton]* orpatevoduevoy altov rai
évreipwe dnforehvpévov amo gl mpo & Kahavddmv Tavovapiov Taip Tovk[iw »ai Tity
‘Towvi Zeowrpoic]™ vmaroig oneliong a oePootic mpatwp[iag Avovtavav Tig Emagyoc]*
Koivrog "Alhog IMovdevridhog tnmwv of....]* INdotopw xaoto[[ig]] () »al 1ot mawddg déhtov
n[pogeooiwvog émi tot ] »f (Erovg) &1’ fig 6 [Tdotwe dmdv dud pafotiowv? Eyyéyvoa? —*° pe 1o
glval attol viov tov Ovadéplov [Appeviavov].
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