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PREFACE 

  8 volume isthe Ath of a series which will record the results of explorations in Egypt 
planned and financed by Me. Eckley I. Coxe, Jr of Philadelphia. By an agreement made with 
the University of Pe 
‘of the University, and the antiquities obtained wil he presented othe U 

De. D. Randall Mactver and th 
Egyptian department of the muse 

  

    nsylvania in January, 1997, the expeditions are to be conducted on bel 

  

rersity Museum, 
present writer, as curator and assistant curator of the 

    

have been charged with the duty of conducting the excava   

tons and publishing the results. This volume, describing the Blemyan town of Karandg, stands   

1g volumes that dealt with the cemetery attached to the 
ie 

in close relation to the to proce 
‘nth 

  

  

      ‘pigeaphical material is published by Mr. P. Ll 
of Oxford. ‘The four volumes bearing the common name of Karan wil form a complete record   

of the results obtained by the expedition from the frst Blemyan site to be excavated, and will 
Serve asa bass forthe material history ofthat people 

‘The writer wishes to record his thanks to De-D. Randall-Mactver for assistance both on 

  

the spot and inthe revising of MSS.; and his gratitude to Mr. Eckley B. Coxe for hie personal 
interest in the work as well as forthe generosity that originated it 
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CHAPTER I 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 
1 volumes itand iv of thisseries are described the results obtained from the excavation of 

ge cemetery Tying a litle north of the modern village of Anibeh in ubia, and reasons 
are given for supposing this cemetery to have belonged to the litle known Blemyan people who 
bbetween the fst and sixth centuries ofthe Chistian era inhabited this Te was tolerably 
‘lear that of the Blemyan towns in the neighbourhood, that which the tives know ab 
Karanog stood in closest cation to the graves, and the name was therefore applied to thove 
volumes ofthe series that deal with this Romano-Nubian civilization. The contents of the graves 
Alone, rich and varied as they were, di not illustrate fully enough the Blemyan culture as a 
‘hole, and to complete even a preliminary study ofthe people it was necesary to do some work 
{pon a town site Belonging to them: Karanog, in view ofits connection with the cemetery, was 
‘early indicated as the proper ste for such work, and therefore in the winter of 1909-1910, while 
the main forces of the expedition were engaged at Halla, the writer was employed at Karan in 
such digging as was necessary for the results that might be expected. Tt was not to be hoped that 
the town site would prove at all rich in museum specimens, of which the graves had already 
yielded an abundance; its object was rather the study of house plans and constructional features, 
the colletion of chronological data, which were conspicuously absent from the tombs, and the 
finding of further material forthe elucidation of the language. 

Karandg, the House of Kara, stands ona low tongue of tock that runs down towards the river, The Gouniny 
a litte distance south of the village of Tomis. At the north end of Toms village, on a similar eh 
‘but lotierand more precipitous spur stan the ruins of Sheikh Daoud, which modern geographers 
have identified, perhaps rightly, with the fortress of Begrash whose name appears both in the 
‘writings of the mediaval Arab historians and on inscribed offering-tables from the Blemyan 
cemetery at Karandg. Between the two fortress, in font of the moder village, stretches one 
‘of the most fertile reaches of lower Nubia, whose broad belt of feathery palms has inclined ws to 
identity Shikh Daoud sith the Phoinikon of Olympiodorus. Facing this rich demilune lies 
an equally fertile island, Geziet Tomis; but is more than posible that in the Romano-Nubian 
period the island formed part ofthe western bank, which with this addition would certainly have 
been the largest cultivated area in the region. Some years ago the channel on the west of the 
island was alone navigable in the summer season; now it is being silted up and in summer is 
practically dry, while the altered curren is areying away more anid more ofthe eastern part of 
the island and deepening at the same time the eastern channel, so that in a fw years! time the 
district may have recovered the aspect which it prevented fifteen hundred years ago. Similarly the bank on which stood the torn of Karan has been to no small extent eroded by the stream, 
land here too it i not improbable that the now shallow channel on the east side of the sland of 
GGezietTbrim, whose northern end lies just over against the castle of Karandg, was once the te 

river bed and thatthe island was attached to the western bank. Even as things are to-day, the 
Strategic value of the three Blemyan strongholds, Sheikh Daoud, Karan and Kase Trin, is 
very obvious: it would be vastly enhanced did the two islands form part of the west bank. Ia 
that ease the cultivated area that now coresponds to Toms, but so geeatly widened, would 
Ihave been held at either extremity of its are by the fortresses of Sheikh Daoud and Karanog: 
southwards fom the later would have stretched a broad band of fertile country, now represented 

     

   

  

  

   
  

   

      
  

  

   



2 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
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F GENERAL INTRODUCTION 3 
ofa syle which they could not emulate: only a few ofthe ist houses either stod throughout Peat 
the whale period ofthe town's occupation or, they fell into decay, were not supplanted by re, 
‘ther, and therefore sil occupy the higher levels ofthe site cnconfosed by subecqunt billing, Mir. 
Te cal bowcrer sail be afirmed that almott.al the houses. even the latest, fel within to Bleayan periods Mevohic ocrata and pated. Blemyan peiecy atest this and though fa 
fp cases fa the hoes (CH 8 and 9) Christian semalas wee found, and in the case ruins a 
(Cptie MSS. was disgoreed yet these prove no more than a partial cocpaton by seatered poe 
Intl who spuatted ia the runs ofthe Geseted town and tried to make habitable a few os 
Jes iapated chambers; as evidence they cannot beled upon much re than cana fragment 
of an Englsh newspaper and a United States postage stamp which were found at about the 
faite level a the Coptie MSS. and under a considerably decor deposit! Genealy speaking tre bave at Karnog the signs ofa civantion which waring a a high level of erhnical achleve 
{Pett in the days then the influence of the Mesolie tradition wae most song gradtaly in 
its growing kolaton degenerated, until impoverished in its mater resources and losing grip of alts inopiations except that ofthe religion to which it tenaciously clang, tank lao 
{otheleel ofthe modem Nabian. Its truethat some ofthe minor ars such a pottery mating Still Nourished with something of tee old vigour, preserving with characteristic conservatisa 
Teany oftheir old motives and sodiying but aighty tel Id technique; ils tue that the 
Hert cit was sil employed sie by sie with the ofc Creek, and that the court of the 
Blemyan Kings imitated the forms and etiguete ofthe Byzantine Caesars; but tbe gear 
condition of the people had degenerate, and when Silko and Justinian finally destroyed the 
Blemyes about 543 ao, they mont have been infact if notin eeeming a people far inferior 
to thoe with witon Sasininue tad made pact about a century betoe 

(One feature in the bulding seems to rand in relation to th Nrtory which we Kar from idee 
aber sources, On Pll 2, sand can be acen the lofty ruins of the eat socalled ecauie of St, 

te commanding postion en the high rocks in the northwest corner ofthe town and of t 
fester area covered by the sold wall of its imposing ple® ‘The photographs show how 
trerywirs its walls are beached by gret gases n the brickwork reaching fm the windows 
tthe second storey down to it stone foundations and wile enough fora man to pass thro 
ary inci the cate the party walle between the roms are prod, the doornays battered ‘out andthe whole building deberately rained so that one can wander through Hat random 

‘The toot view (P. 4 Fig. PL. Fig b) shows the entrance on the cstern face, and here 4 
Ailerence a once strikes the eye. The gateway has been broken down for a with of Some 
thirteen fect and even the heavy stones of the foundation courses have een dodged: at 
tere, and here alone, an attempt as been ma to repair the breach, To the broken ede of 
{he wal as boon buon as best might bea lock of rough brickwork the bricks are tid, 
tome of them were but broken fragments; rough stones fom the desert are mised with the 
Tricks, and in one place a line of header laid slantwite on cig in a fashion which, as the 
toute sites show, was characteristic of th latest Blemyan peril. "The piece of patchwork 
‘ars at foundation level with the sme width a that ofthe oder wal, bt this iaiishes as 
{herrall result the bighest point at which t stand has ost a hid of prope hikes 
it shows thecfre every sign of basty, makeshift work, This new wall ha tlt Been breached 
Alter ts completion. Now inthe inscription inthe Kalababeh temple, where Sko recounts his 
Conquest of the Blcinyer, he sees to speak of two campaigns; after the fist of these the 
Blemyes submitted and he made a trace with then and retired to his own country, trating 
to thei abiding Ioyally by his terms then they sought a quarel against him, and in second 
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4 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
campaign he utterly wiped out the rebellious people. The story is confused enough, but itis 
perhaps to be reconstructed as follows: Silko immediately after his conversion by the emissaries 
Of Justinian attacked the Blemyes as a proof of his enthusiasm for the new faith and the new 
Alliance; he was victorious, received the submission of Karandg and the other towns, and in 
token of his vietory “brake down the gate thereof” the tue fashion ofan eastern conqueror. 
‘Then Justinian ondered the destruction of the Isis temple on the island of Philae; it was the 
‘common property of the Romans, the Nobades and the Blemyes: two of these peoples rere 
row Christian, the third was cowed, and the moment seemed opportune for the destruction of 
the last pagan shrine offiially maintained within the Roman Empire. But ths was too much 

for the Blemyes, conquered though they were; they hastily repaired the breach i thee battered 
walls and relied against ther conqueror. Silko, aided by the Byzantine forces under Narses, 
Justinian’s envoy, attacked them again vitoriouly, and this time left no doubt as to his 
Yietory: not only the gate but every door and every wall was breached and the town and cast 
Gestroyed beyond the possiblity of defence: ite inhabitants were scattered of enslaved, and 
the city of Karandg mas deserted, "No attempt was ever made to repair any of the breaches in 
‘the castle walls made after this second campaign of Silko, and if a few Christian Nubians at 
fone time or another squatted in the less ruined rooms, Blocking up a doorway here or there 
‘witha flimsy sereen of plastered mud, they never esayed anything that could be called rebuilding 
for even repair; the traces of their ephemeral encampment only enhance the actual desolation 
ofthe site. 

“The caste had not passed through any’ of the stages of alteration or reconstruction during 
the Blemyan period that were so evident upon the lower house sites. Here, apart from the 
‘constructional features peculiar to the earlier and later years of the occupation, diferences and 
‘developments could be ascertained in the case of pottery also. In spite of the great quantity 

‘of pottery vessels found in the graves near Aniteh, no eitria had been there forthcoming whereby 
fany technical progress or any relative chronology could be defined; in the case of the houses, 
there unbroken floor levels gave to stratification an importance which it doesnot always posses, 
‘certain amount of material was found to iustrate, atleast n some wares, the gradual transition 
from the earlier Blemyan shapes and motives to those of Coptic art. New types ofall periods 
served to show the distinction, always more or less observed, between the household wares and 

thove deemed proper to funerary uses; rough handmade store jars, which were never found in 
the graves, appear commonly in the house ruins; handmade pots of all sizes were in constant 
tse for cooking or for other domestic purposes, but cccur rarely in the tombs, and then only in 

thoceof the poorer class; and in the ton the proportion of wndecorated as oppose to decorated 
‘vessels is, as we should expect, greatly in excess of what was observed in the cemetery. 

‘Apart from pottery few objects of interet were found on the town site. There were a 
umber of Meroitic ostraka (Dil. 18, 19, 20), more or less fragmentary, the main interest of 
‘which isin the frequent occurrence on them of numerals, and sn the presence ofa place-name, 
Pesome, which i found also in inscriptions at Amira and elsewhere * A Greek ostrakon seems 

tobe dated tothe twelith year of Alexander Severus (233 4.) 
sJust below the surface of the sand overlying house 7 was picked up a coin of Nero struck 

st Alexandria in the twelith year of his reign (65 4..). This was the only coin found, and it 
has the dramatic interest of recalling the mission of the spies whom Nero, when contemplating 
fan Aethiopian campaign which his death prevented him from carying out, sent down through 
this country and as far south as the Sud district on the Blue Nile, 

Of later remains the most interesting were two fragments of Coptic MSS. One ison papyrus 
and is the fist Coptic version of a legend already known from Arabic and Aetbiopic sources, 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 5 
‘The story deals with a saint, Sisinnius, whose sister, named Berzlin, was seduced by Satan; 
she became a vampire and wed to suck the blood of small children. In the end she was put to 
‘death by her brother the saint* The other MSS. is written on gaaslle-skin leather and seems 
40 be a deed of sale or a marriage contract between one Georgios and hie wile Christe 
Tn house 8, in the open yard (+4 on the plan, PI. 29) were found the fragments of a nudely 
‘ainted earthenware chest decorated with the Christan cros (P. 13). and in house 9 were parts 

(ofa similar chest having upon its sides a rough design of fahes, probably also Christian; a small 
painted Coptic saucer (PI. 13) found in the same house 9 points to its Raving been one of those 
Ulilied by the straggling settle and i is possible that the actual 
construction of the house, which le others in the site, i in part atleast 
of Coptic work 

One perplexing point about the town is the apparent absence of any temple, that is, of any 
stone construction such a5 one would look for upon an important Blemyan site. The stone 
foundations of the castle and of house 2, the fragments of stone tele windows (eee ch. ¥), 
land the common use of cut stone in the superstructures of the tombs, would lead one to expect 

Some such building as the temple of Kase Ibrim (PI. 12, Fig.a). At Hala, where the Merotic 
Settlement was of the poorest type, there seems to have been a small temple which though 
rough enough in its construction was at least in part stone built and superior in style to the 
hhouses that lay around it (vol. vi, chap. vil _On the Mewotic ste of Gebel Adda the great 
‘astern valli of massive stone dressed in the manner familiar to us in Blemyan examples: at 
Fara there are similar stone buildings, though no temple of the period can as yet be traced at Kast 
Trim, besides the temple, parts ofthe walls and some stones incorporated in the Coptic chusch 
show typical Blemyan dressing (ee PIL, 12). We do not yet know enough to distinguish 
between Meroitc and Blemyan stonework-t though the diference between Blemyan and Coptic 
is fairy clear, and it ie quite possible that some or all ofthe stone buildings ofthese more southern 
sites are ofa date previous to the invasion of Petronius in 23% e; but at Sheikh Daoud the 
fteway i of similarly treated stone, and as there ite doubt that the easiest buildings there 

are of the Blemyan timet, this, if t does not give a later date to the southern sites, at least 
‘warrants us in expecting buildings ofthat type in a Blemyan town, The excavations at Karanog 
failed to discover anything of the sort, and though of course they covered but a stall part of 
the town area and cannot therefore in themscives be regarded as at all conclusive, yet taken 
together withthe entire absence of any suriace indications ofa stone biting and the uniformly 
brick construction of the walls everywhere visible, they do seem to show that «stone temple 

does not exist upon the ste. If such did exist, and i dial to imagine a place so important 
‘as Karandg without a temple, and that a temple of stone, it probably stood nearer to the 
fiver and has been swept away when the stream change! its channel. The ends of broken walls 
jutting out from the steep bank show that the houses extenled for some distance at any rate 
Over what is now the river, and it may wll be that with the disappearance ofthe eastern quarter 
of the town there disappeared also the temple of Karan. 
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6 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
Inthe early years ofthe fith century ap. the Greek historian Olympiodorus, then stopping 

a Avwin for the purpose of collecting material for his work, was invited by the Blemyes ‘0 
‘sit their country; welcomed both asa writer and asa fellow pagan, he was entertained at the 
various towns between the northern or Nobad frontier and Kase Trim on the south. At this 

time the decadence must already have begun amongst the Blemyrs, whom the destruction of 
lero in the mide of the previous century had probably hit hard/* but the community was 

stilla ourishing one. Already from the high citadel of Sheikh Daou our traveller would have 
hha pointed out to him the patch of gray and white beyond the tee-tops that stood for Karan, 
[Avon the next morning he sailed up the stream along the palm groves, a turn in the green river 
tuank woul disclone quite near to hand the strets and buildings of the town that huddled on 

the lowest slopes of the desert. To the right was the castle, a threestoreyed building whose 
broad expanse of blank walls was broken only bya few windows, small as windows must be that 
Tooke ont on the burning sun and driving sand of Nubia, and set high up so as to give defence 
against an enemy'sattack. Simple as it was, the building was not without dignity: the severity 
‘of its ines was relieved by the pronounced batter of the walls, which gave also an ai of sliity 
Sch as comies from the sloping buttresses of northern architecture the root-line broken by the 
high curves of the vaults, and the stepped brickwork of their crbelled ends, were in strong 
contrast tothe straightness of its general features; the arched windows of the middle tier, et 
between the pointed hoods of the lower windows and the fat-topped sits ofthe third flor, 
harmonized with the round vaultings and tied up the whole design into an architectural unity 
On the low ground beneath the castle rock a smaller house surrounded by a long, low court 
yard wall cloned inthe town tothe north. Over the top ofthis the eye caught the roofs and upper 
‘windows of another great b Imost as imposing as the caste itself, that occupied a spur 
‘of rock jst to the south of it and stood high over the close-set houses of the lower town. 
‘The town was one of narrow and ireyular stecets, if streets they could be called, that 
tamed and twisted between houses two and three storeys high which, though orientated 
regularly, were dotted here or there at random, having no uniform frontage, but set back oF 
projecting forward according as the area each occupied Was greater or smaller than that of is 
‘neighbour. One house, built over the ruins of an older structure, might standon a roughly levelled 
plot several fet higher than that next door the solid walls of some thee storeyed building whose 
‘courtyard. blocked with storehouses and low-vaulted magazines betokened the wealth of its 
‘owne, stood cheek by jow1 sith the straggling hovel of a poor man, whose womankind would 
father on its flat roof of mud and pal leaves to eatch a glimpaeof the Greek visitor as he paseed 
fm his way from the river bank to the castle. 

ock and passed through the single narrow doorway. 

  

     
      

  

   
  

    

  

   

  

  

  

  

the Cena gave entrance tothe castle, Olympiodorus found himself in a tong, vaulted hall, with doors 
in each of its sides. Tt vas plainly whitewashed, and though the single window was small and 
St so high up that its top was almost level with the crown of the vault, the morning sun striking 
through gave a diffused light which, when once his eyes had grown accustomed toi, was quite 
slicient and a welcome relief {rom the dazaing glare outside. On his left a doorway opened 
foto the great staitcase tha, winding round its heavy brick pillar, led to the dwveling toon 
above: a low hatch-window inthe same wall communicated with a small cupboard ike chamber 
Deneath the vaulting of the lower starlghts, where perhaps slept the janitor who seratinized 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION a 
‘the vistors mounting to the upper rooms. But keeping for the present to the ground floor, Zi Intern 
‘the historian pased through a second smal, vaulted room whose doorway lay opponite to that by 7 ™ Coe 
‘which he had just entered the castle, and found himself once more inthe open air. He was in 
2 courtyard open to the sky, shut in all ound by lofty walls, between which, as down a ell, 
the light and sir came, to be caught as best might be by the narrow windows that faced upon 
the court, Around two sides of i, a little above the windoses of the ground-floor rooms, an a 
nakeshilt wooden gallery, is heavier timbers bedded in the brickwork and supyorted at the 

futer ends by big uprights that sorely cumbered the narzow ground space} a second and lighter 
Staging ran at a higher level and was reached from the Brst by a step ladder. Both, however, 
fecmed to be rather temporary stractures that could easly be dismantled, and indeed theie 
nconvenience was obvious enough, for the planking that ran just above the windows of the 

Tower rooms shut out effectively even the litte ight that a Nubian requizes indoors, and made 
very necessary the amps that burned within nearly all day long.” The scene was busy enough, 
‘The courtyard, lke all the rooms ofthe ground flor, was given over to domestic uses. In one 
commer, ina great oval-topped oven, was being prepared the dura bread forthe day; here and 
there squatted women grinding com or pounding lentils in stone troughs; other servants passed 
toand {ro fom the storerooms to the kitchen, or carried away to the magazines the jars of wine 
‘that Olympiodorus’ vessel had brought as cargo upstream and the corn that was fetched in fom 
the feds to store for future use. The visitor must needs peer through the open dooe on his 
right into the kitchen, here through the pungent smoke that eed round the vault and poured 
fut of the narose window, and through the darkness that a lamp set in a niche in the far wal 

jumined but could not dispel, e could see the preparations being made for his weleome. The 
wall of the room were plastered with mud which had never been whitewashed and was now 
blackened with smoke and grime, the mud Nove was worn rough and uneven by feet trampling 
where water had been spilled; two or three Dicks or stones laid together served as fireplaces, 
‘wherein a handfal of charcoal glowed beneath a ough, handmade pot of black cla 
Acoration of which had Tong since disappeared under a goodly coating of soot. From beneath 
the springers of the vault, along either se ofthe room, projected stones, rounded and pierced, 
built into the brickwork, through which ropes Were passed that stretched across from wall 19 
wall; from the ropes there hung above the heads of the cooks bunches of vegetables, shallow 
brightly coloured trays of basketwork containing dried bread, dates and peas, earthenware pots 
‘and joints of fresh meat; there were no shelves, but everything that was not stacked upon the 
ground or putin chests of unbaked mad was hung inthis way’ fom the roof and was exposed to 
the heat and smoke from below. 

From the kitchen the historian was led to quieter rooms on the south side of the court 
ere, approached less directly through other rooms, were two magazines (4 ands on plan). 
‘The inner of these was small and windowless, lit only by a lamp that stood in a niche in the east 
wal, and here were stored the more valuable of the castle's treasures: the outer room, which 
twas argeand lt by two high-set windows (ce Pl. 6, Fig. a), was given over to store of a more 
domestic sort. In the far corner, on a raised platform, stood a great bin of cay filled with com 
land sacks and baskets of comm were ranged along the walls beside it; hee were rows of wine: 
‘estes, some the ungainly pote that held the vegetable beer of the country, some slender 
Aamphorae docketed in ink with the names of Greek or Egyptian importers. Just such amphorae 
fs these the porters were even then bringing up from the newly-arrived ship; a steward seated 
by the doorway counted these as they came in, sealed them alrsh with soft mud, and stamped 
‘them with the new castle mark, after which they were set in their places amid the older stock 
perhaps a lst ofall, written in white ink on a potsherd, was duly made out and filed with the 
caste accounts. 
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8 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
‘The rooms to the west of the court were next visited. Here the servants of the household 

ived and worked; women were to be seen spinning thread or making cloth, and preparing oils 
for the toilet or making heer from pounded seeds. Some ofthese rooms facing on the courtyard 
sere soil lit forthe purposes for which they were needed that not only the walls and ceilings 

thatthe floor also were whitewashed, and inthe subdued, reflected light the bodies of the highty 
clad women showed as brosn blotches against which gleamed here and there the bive or gold 

fof the glass beads that they wore in such profusion. In one room, where perhaps the guards 
ound ily, the visitor smiled to see rude pictures seratched upon the wall: drawings of camels 
and crocodiles, and of warriors of huntsmen mounted on galloping horses and hurling Tances, 

for of many-oared Nile boats with great lateen sais, the handiwork of the artist in the troop. 
‘Ase passed from chamber to chamber with his guides, Olympiodorus could see a strange medley 
of peoples: in contrast to the straght-nosed,thin-Hipped aistoerats whom he followed were the 
rotroes, who formed the bulk ofthe town's inhabitants, the desert foll of mixed cod, Nubians 
for setilers from the western desert, Egyptians, perhaps amongst them exsoldirs of the Roman 
farrion captured in some northern raid, a one-time Christian monk who had bought his life Dy renoncing his faith, and maybe some fellow Greek who to save his faith had taken relage 
with the barbarians and was helping them to imitate the forms of polite life that prevailed in 
the Byzantine court;—all had their place inthe litle Kingdom whose overlord, barking back to 
an alin tradition interrupted ages since, called himself the King of Upper and Lower Egypt 

Leaving the servants’ quarters ofthe ground floor, the guest mounted the smaller staircase 
fn the southwest corner of the building that led primarily to the women’s quarters. These were 
‘more secluded, pethaps, than were the other rooms, but there was nothing ofthat rig p 
that surrounds the harim of to-day; the Blemyan women went unveiled and mixed fecely 
their men-flk indoors and out: their rooms were open to the visto, and from them he could 
pass freely into the main dwelling chambers andthe oficial halls that occupied this, the principal 
floor of the castle. On this upper storey was to be seen the wealth and culture of which Siko's 
victory, a little more than a century later, was to sweep every trace away. The architecture 
tras stl simple enough, but the high arched windows, set only a litle way above the oor, it 
Up the interior, and stood in marked contrast to the nartow slits that pierced the vaults ofthe 
‘ground-floor rooms. On the whitewashed walls may well have hung curtains with dyed patterns 

fof ed and blue; the light was broken up by sereens of sandstone curiously carved in open-work 
‘with figures of strange animals or twining lotus flowers, and was caught in the depths of dicate 

lass vessels, aber, white or bie, imported from the factories of the Roman Empire. Here 
tere bronze vessels of Greck workmanship, some of them heirlooms handed down from the 
‘days of the early setters when the bronze workers of Alexandria were famous, and others of 
ruder native work with hammered design, the alloy f a rich gold colour or plated with tin to 
resemble silver. In the women’s quarters were caskets of wood inlaid with iwory, tilet-boxes 
fof tumed wood o of lacquer work in polished red and green and yellow, cut through s0 as 
‘shove the natural wood in patterns of festoning leaves, bags of cut and dyed leather, bottles of 
tanguents and toilet instruments of iron and of bronze. Seattered here and there were fine 
‘examples of painted pottery, which fr variety of colour and design far surpassed anything that 

spt or the Roman world could then produce: from these the eye would turn with more 
ruerent than admiration to rae terracotta statuettes of birds or men, orto a small roughly 

    

    

    

     
    

    
  

     

  

    
    
‘carved or painted stone figure of a hawk resembling somewhat those that stood above the graves 
fn the cemetery to the south, objects crude enough i viewed as works of art, but cherished as 
emblems af the fligion which the Blemyes championed against a Christian worl. In one 
oom, perhaps, was transacted the oficial business of the Kingdom, where an Egyptian scribe, 
whose learning excused his Christianity, translated into official Greck such letters as were to 
be dispatched to local governors or to friends beyond the proper Blemyan borders, or the lord 
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9 
of Raranbg himselt wrote his orders in the tational Meroitic sept that was soon to tecome Zhe Upper 

fa mystery and a legend. Ami such evidences of areal, if barbaric, civilization, it was eany for RO 
the visitor to forget the growing poverty of the town, the gradual degeneration of this Hite 
kingdom, now shut in to north and to south by religious foes and thrown back upon is om 
all too seant resources; but on the other hand, as he gazed out from the windows i was dificult 

rast between this decaying stronghold of paganism and the huge monastery® 

  

  

   the southern windows over palm-grove, dura field and river to where i 
the far distance the noonday sun shone fll upon the temple that owned the northern corner 
fof the heights of Kasr Tbrim, and the historian must needs have understood the better for it 
the tenacity of desert people that for centuries had held fast theve fertile reaches against the 
power of Rome, Certainly he must have thanked the gods for the chance that fad given him 
{> close a knowledge of the Blemyes, when for other Greek writers they were still but border 
thieves given to human sacrifice in the Son's honour and to a warlike activity that made them 
the seourge of Exypt 

‘Otympiodorus’ own account of his vist to the Blemyan cities is lost, and the above is but 
an attempt to give a partial picture ofthe town and castle as it was, an attempt based on the 
ull evidence of detailed measurements and petty finds which, for the benefit of the student 
who cares to verify a too fanciful acount. is given in other and more technical chapters. To a 
certain extent the fariture of the tombs has been drawn upon to illustrate the howses of the 

people with whom it was buriod, and for this, as well as for various historical allusions, the 
Feader must be refered to volumes ii and iv of this series Naturally. when a particular date is 
chosen out of a long period for which chronological evidence is scanty, a few anachonisms 
may have crept into the description, but it hoped that those, i detected, may be excused in 
the interests of an attempt to introduce all the details that can as yt he knovtn ofthe domestic 
lite of the people of Karan, 
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‘STRUCTIONAL FEATURES 

‘Twene was very ttle stone building at Karandg. Masonry was only used for the lowest 
courses of the castle and of honse 2, where it formed. as it were. a podium from one to four 

‘courses high; above this all was of brick. Thestones that were used were carefully eut, averaging 
bout 0.50 m. either way, not always rectangular, with a narrow smoothed edgeand pick-dressed 
Central slab, The iek-deesing represents the te faceof the stone, the edge being trimmed back, 

Soas to put the centre in slight reli; precisely similar stone-dressing can be observed on other 
Blemyan sites such as the cemeteries at Shablol and Anibeh, at Sheikh Daoud, Kast brim, 
Gebel Ada, Paras and Behen; i iseasily tbe distinguished from the opti style of stone-dressing 
to be seen in the church of Kasr Trim, where the stones are small regularlycut oblongs with a 
broad smooth ege and a small central pick-dressed panel sunk well below the level of the 
smoothed surface, as well at from the apparently intermediate early Copte style also to be seen 
in the Kasr Ibrim church) where the broad margin is dresed with diagonal striations and the 
‘entre, which presents the same level, has three of four regular rows of short pick-markings on 

‘the opposite diagonal, On some of thee other town-sites there isa considerably lager proportion 
fof masonry as against brickwork; the gateways of Sheikh Daoud and Paras and the great east 
tvall of Gebel Ada ate paralleled by nothing at Karanog; but though it may be posible to 
‘istinguish between Blemyan and later work we haveas yet no criterion by which to differentiate 
Blemyan fom the pre-Roman Merotc style of building employed in this region, and the imposing 
‘masonry of these, mostly southern, sites may in part be due to their earlier but allied inhabitants, 
Tis perhaps safer to describe this form of masonry by the general term ““Romano-Nubian” 
“which we have used to include both the trae Merotie and the Blemyan peoples 

‘The stone eoutses were dry-built; only the outer stones had worked faces, those on the 
inner face ofthe wall being squared but seldom dressed; the narrow and irregular space between 
the stones of the two faces was filed in with a cote of rubble and mason's chippings. Only the 

‘outer walls of the castle had stone foundations, Inmesiatly over the top course of stones, and 
in the internal brick walls atove the fourth of filth course of bricks, was seta layer of durra- 
‘alks or palms, running through the wall at right angles to its ditection, as if to form 
Ary-course. A dry-course in this countrys obviously unnecessary and itis dificult to see what 
purpose this feature ean have served 

"The sizeof building-bricks averages 0.54, by 0175 m. by 0.095 m.. giving in construction 
exactly one mette of height to ten courses of brick, two metres of wall-ength to six and a half 
rctchers, and about the same length (2.05 m) to leven headers. The bricks are plain oblongs 
tvithout frogs. 

Ta the eastle bonding is observed in the ease of all alls, but difers considerably in thorough= 
ness according as the constructional character of the walls made the bonding more or less 
important for their stability. Thus in the angles ofthe main outer walls great care was shown 
tosecute a deep and regular bond, and the same i rue of most of the heavy wall of the ground 
Aor: but here sometimes, and much more often in the upper storeys, tle attention had been 
paid to the joining of the walls; for a number of courses the end of one wall would simply abut 

  

  

  

  

  

 



CONSTRUCTIONAL FEATURES n 
‘onthe face of the other and then single course of headers or even a singe brick, would serve The Bris, 
townite the two. Consequently in the ruin of the castle a wall could fall away” (as was the 
‘ease with the south sall of room 20 a) and leave very litle trace of itself upon the face of the 

swith which i had been supposed to be joined. 
‘Within each wall tell the Bonding of the bricks is carefl and good, with alternate courses 

‘of headers and stretchers: there is no trace here of the building style found on stich an eatly 
Nubian site as Arcika, where a wall resolves itself into so many pillars of brickovork with 
‘ertain-valls of the same thickness connecting them but forming sith them no intrinsic whole. 
All the Karandg walls of the early period-—that is of the castle and of the houses in the lowe 

strata were rezular and homogeneous, except the healer” walls of house 6, rooms A, Band C 
Tn the buildings ofa later age certain changes were noticeable. The work was throughout The Later 

Alimsiee and more careless: the old walls of a metee's thickness were replaced by slighter ones int 
‘of 0. oF oom. andthe bricklaying was less regular than before: sometimes rough stones, 

‘mote of less the size of bricks, were inserted in the wall, ld bricks, sometimes broken ones, were 
‘essed, and the irregularities of such slip-shod work were or were not filled in by a rough daubing 
‘with mud. Whereas inthe eatier period the wall-faces were smoothly rendered and 
‘whitewashed, these later walls which really stood in far greater need of such a seemly covering 
were either left bare or plastered with a mud which, less skilfully applied, tended to fll away, 
far more readily. The house-walls of the upper stratum. as being more exposed tothe wind and 
weather, might be expected to have lost the rendering they may have orginally possessed; and 

itistruc that inthe castle, belonging tothe earlier date, the mud facing had disappeared completely 
from the exposed wallfaces; but even where the later walls, directly superimposed upon the 
carlie, had been subject to the same conditions, the plastering would generally be preserved 
‘upon the latter and om the former be completely lacking (PL. 10) 

'A very distinctive feature ofthe later walls was the fondness for inserting courses of headers 
Jaid on edge and at a slight slant. This style of work had been noticed in the ib-valls of several 
of the tombs (voli, p- 12) where no chronological evidence could be obtained: from the town 
Site it became clear that while it was not unknown at an early time its use gradually came into 
favour, and was s0 rare at first and so common later that it can be calle characteristic of the 
fend of the period. Th house 5, in the north wall of room s, thee were edge-set headers in what 

‘must certainly bean early wall: this isthe ony instance of thee use in the fist period. House 4 
hhad undergone at Teast three periods: the original plan was first modified and added to, and 

later this building was destroyed and an entirely new one constrcted over ite rine: one of the 
ors ofthe original house was walled up during the alterations, and in this wall there is a course 
fof healers on edge, which belongs therefore toa second period in the town's history. Generally, 

however the style tobe found in walls that are manifsty of thelatest date, asin K HS, and, 
rmott striking instance, in the patching up of the main gateway of the castle. In this latest 
period the sizeof bricks tends to diminish, particularly as regards thei thickness: thaso.53 by 
‘0.15 by 0.095 m. is a common size for bricks, and sometimes the thickness considerably Test 
than this 

“Generally speaking, therefore, i 6 quite easy to distinguish a wall ofthe early from one of Bret 
the late period of Blemyan history 20 far as this is fairly represented by: Karan. ‘The later Vl 
wall is thinner, the bricks used are generally smaller, and there isa predilection for courses of 
fegeset headers; the early walls are stout, well aid with large bricks, and as a rue carefully 
reridered and whitewashed. For roofing the rooms of the castle and of the earlier houses the 
Darrel-vault was invariably used. ‘The method of its construction has been suficicntly explained 
invol fi, p18, and though ina house room the area to be spanned was far greater than Was the 
casein the tombs, that method was unchanged and nothing in the way of centering was employed. 

‘This system is ofcourse well known, in Asin as well as in Egypt, but whereas the material 

   
      

  

        
  

    

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



2 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
1 employed by the Persians and Byzantines* was burt brick or stone, and the vault 

i coud accordingly be constructed overa much greater area (the span ofthe great vaultatCtesphon 
js 250m), the crude trick deed in the Nile valley was of 400 soft a nature to stand the 
Strain of syan much more than four metres across 

‘But where the room was thus smal, th crude brick barze-vault answered is purpose well 
and where, as i the casein several of the caste rooms, the root isin whole or part preserved, 
the arch, which with ite single course of bricks appears so frag, is found ally equal to bearing 
Any normal weight, The bricks are larger but thisnerthaa those used for wall construction (they 
ricasure 037 by 0.52 by 0.06 m), they are made of mud mixed with chopped straw and dung, 
tind thei sides are deeply frogged with curved lines impressed by the fingers; the mortar i ofthe 
fame composition and binds well with the bricks, o that the whole arch is practially a solid 
tunit. The slightly silted or ovoid curve which resulted naturally from the method of building 

fave additional strength atthe crown. The fogging of the bricks and the curve taken by the 
‘aul can be clearly seen in the photograph on Pl. 6, Fig. a. The vault springs fash with the 
‘wallace but the single course of bricks that composes it occupies naturally but a small part 
of the wal's width. Between the haunches of two parallel vaults the wall continued upwards, 
slighty overlapping their curve but losing something of the thickness which it had below theit 
spring, thus in the caste the party wall, which are a metre thick on the ground flor, lose some 
‘renty centimetres with each storey. On each side, therefore, between the extrades and the 
‘wall there was a roughly triangular empty space below the level of the crown of the vault that 

Fs below the level of any floor that vas to rest upon i To ill this spandri up solid would have 
imposed a heavy sideways strain upon the spring and haurch of the arch. its weakest part: some 
‘means therefore had to be taken to avoid this. In the great Coptic monastery of St. Simeon 
naar Aswin the problem was solved by spanning this space with a subsidiary vault; the floor 

then reste upon the erowns of three arches, a large central one anked by two litle ones, and 
the snail flatened spandrile thus left could be either filled in without danger or bridged bY flat stones. A similar system of “iwles” was adopted in the Persian palace of Ukheidar 
(iss GL. Bell, loc. it, Fig. 7), where, however, there was not, for the most part, second floor, 
and its object may have been to give coolness to the rooms, as suggested by Miss Bell, a well 
{sto make possible a flat roof inthis ase then the “tubet” run over the party-wall, which do 
fot rise above the springers ofthe vault proper. At Karanog the system employed was different 
For the frst few days the absence both of subsidiary vaults and of any quantity of ling i the 
spandrils puzsed me: the vaults, or parts of them, were preserved in a number of cases; loose 
bricks and stone slabs might be pled upon the vault and fil the spandrils, but the floors were 
invariably gone and it was dificult to see how they had been supported. Ia one place only 
(oom 1 on the fist oor: cf. Pl. 7, Fig.) di the evidence for the construction, or rather the 

construction tet, remain inst, Between the wall-face and the extrados of the ach to bricks 
fd hall were set at sight ange fom the horizontal: they formed a straight Hae, one point 
resting upon the back of the vault, the other wedged against the wal; they were well bedded 
jn mul at each end and agsinet one another and the mere pressure kept them rigid. The wpper 
nd ofthe line, that against the wallace, was onthe level ofthe crown ofthe vault: it sloped 60 
ttle that where it formed an angle with the extras, at its loeest point, the space between it 
and the floor level was very sal athe stone flags that formed the oor could be laid across 
this with litte or no. support. To pive a bitte strength to what was necesanly a 
‘weak contruction, thin walls were built up at intervals of one or two metees from the base of 
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   CONSTRUCTIONAL FEATURE 1B 
the triangle across the span to the level ofthe 
amount of lateral support. The method is so peculiar that T'was fortunate in securing a 
Photograph of the only example of it which time and its inherent weakness have allowed 0 

  

  

oping brick line which thus received ertain Bare 

Only inthe castle were the walls standing high enough to show the methods employed for Lan 
  arching doors and seindows, but here there were plenty of varieties to be observed. The three 

rows of seindows inthe outer walls were all diferent, and inside the doors and niches illustrated 
swell the principles and habits of the builders. The true arch was known and employed, but 
‘where posible preference was given to the barrel-vault as characteristic ofthe national achites- 
ture. The top windows ofthe outer walls were fatcheaded sits, nartow enough to be spanned 
bya single brick, so that nothing more laborate than this was needed, On the ground floor the 
windows lad a false arch formed of two vaulting bricks st at an angle: the window was placed 
So high that is lintel was about on the line withthe epringers of the vault that ran along the 
wall on the inside, and its top care almost level with the vaul's crown; to admit the light 
therefore a hole had to be knocked through the side ofthe vault, and between the head ofthe 
window on the ier wall face and the extrados of the vault above the hole a subsidiary baeel 
vault was made which, sloping gently down, brought the light into the chamber. ad there 
een no second storey, the window would have had the appearance ofa dormer windove, such as 
iti i section, but in reality this appearance masked by the main outer wall rising up 62 
Seconi-storey evel. Usually the collape of the room-vault and of the foor which #t supported 
had involved in its destruction the short vault through which the light came into the chamber, 
and had this alway’ been the case it would have been dificult to sce how these high-sct windows 
‘could have been of any ute acing that they gave direetly upon the haunch ofthe rofing vault; 
fortunately, however, one of two examples, as in rooms § and 13, were preserved ntact, and 
‘explained the system 

“Another curious instance of hesitation between two systems was seen in the first oor 
‘window in the west wall ofthe ight well: viewed from the fightwell this was built with a 
the arch composed of vaulting bricks laid flatways as headers, there being. two rings of 
six bricks cach. This true arch, however, did not ran right through the thickness of the 
wall: inside i gave place toa short length of hareel-vaulting. ‘The reason of this mixture faiely 
‘obvious. barrelvault needs an upright against which to lean. An arch was built im the face 
‘of the wall, presumably with sold centering, and to minimize the amount of centering necessary 
‘was not carried back for more than one. bricks thickness beyond the wall face: against this 
arch, on the inside, the sloping Bricks of the barre-vault could well be lad, and the Nubian 
Duilder could proceed easily in the style to which he was most addicted. It was indeed the need 
fof a centering that deterred the architects of Karang and other Blemyan sites from bailing 
arches where a vault would serve: they understood the arch perfectly well and tok advantage 

at times ofits special constructional value (¢- ii, p. 19), but on them as on the modera Nubian 
builder it entailed the labour of pling up for is temporary support a solid centering of bricks 
and mu: consequently in Nubia the arch was comparatively rareand usually of stall dimensions 
For arches the large and hard vaulting bricks were generally used; thus the frst storey windows 
inthe outer walls were built of eleven such bricks, lai edgewiseas headers the fist storey window 
inthe west wall ofthe lght-well was arched with two rings of the same laid edgewise as healers, 
fix bricks to rings small non-architctoral features sich a8 niches inthe walls were generally 
arched with ordinary bricks laid flat as headers. “The doors are usually vaulted, proper 
‘vaulting bricks being uted and lad inthe normal way’ with ther thin edge shoxsing on the soit, 
none cate (the door between rooms sand ofthe castle) the bricks are laid fa so that the fogs 
show. The false arches ofthe ground Boor windows were composed of two vaulting-bricks sloped 
‘against cach other: in the north wall of the lght-well the small fststorey window i bit with 
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“ KARANOG, THE TOWN 
  a skew vault of orinary bricks, to and a half toa ring. For the small windows of the ground 

floor and the third storey, ordinary bricks served lites: the lager firststorey windows 
had lintels of rough stone, The doorways were proved with stone thresholds and with hinge- 
stones forthe doors. 

Tn some of the houses there were out-of door stairways that must have led onto the roo of 
such parts of the house as were only one storey high. Tt would seem that not all the buildings of 
‘which the walls can be traced were ofthe same height: many may have Been but store-chambers 
hot suited to supporting upper storeys, but witha lat roo laid above their vaulting, and to each 
these an open staircase was builtin the courtyard against the range of magazines. Thus in house 2 
there isin the southwest corner an inner staircase leading tothe upper floors, bt there i alto, 
fn open staircase in the courtyard, well preserved, and iti not unnatural to suppose that the 
tvhole of this quarter of the house (rooms 1-5, 18-28) stood only one storey high. Its ofcourse 
posible that these stairways, which generally seem to stand in close relation to rooms that are 
‘early storercoms, were intended to give access not tothe roofs but to the magazines themselves, 
‘where doors may have been set high up under the vault: but there is not evidence enous 
Settle the point. The more individual features of the various buildings are dealt with in the 
following chapters, where also are given the grounds for such general deductions as have been 
rade above 

  

     

  

   



  

CHAPTER III 

‘THE CASTLE RUINS 

Dirattno Descntrrion oF THe Roows 
Room 1. 
Hone was the only entrance to the castle. Th 

which had a central reveal, only stood 1.00 m. high. On the southside of the gateway the wal 
fora length of 2.00 m. had been broken away right down to the foundations, even some of the 
stone blocks of the lower courses being displaced, This break had been hurriedly repaired. 
‘The gap had not been cut square, so thatthe lowest course of the reconstructed part did not fie 
evenly: in the four lower courses rough stones were frely used instead of Brick, and neither 
these nor the bricks were always put in straight: one course was laid on edge but with the 
bricks sloping in every direction, and some bricks were laid flat but with one angle pointing 
‘outside the wall (PIL 3.5). The new part started with the thicknes of the original wall—1.20m.— 
‘bat soon thinned down, especially from the inside, and at the height of 2.00 m. was ony 060m. 
thick The whole of the south jamb ofthe orginal door had thus been destroyed and rebuilt with 
every sign of demoralized haste, only to be destroyed a second time and reduced to it present 
Fuinows state. Inside the room all the doorways were systematically breached. On the west 
Side the wall had been broken down almost to the width ofthe inner room (3); on the north, the 
oorway had been knocked out to double is site, while opposite, on the south, the entrance £0 
the staircase had been sadly battered, ‘The flor level had almort entirely disappeared, only 
the rough stone foundations being left. Of the vault alittle remained in the northeast comer, 
leaning against the north wall; Ike the walls it had been mad-renderedand whitewashed. Inthe 
room were found fragments of characteristic painted Blemyan pottery and one pice of the hard, 

‘white faced, highly polished ware with red crose-hatching found at Shabldl and certainly belonging 
to the latest period: it connects closely with certain early Coptic types 

“There were also found a lamp of the covered saucer type, very muuch broken; a painted 
Aol’s head, a bone lentoid bead, a piace of twisted bronze wir, a child's arm torn off at the 
tlbow, a broken) mud jar-sealing, a fragment of Arabic MSS. on paper (found near the main 
Aoorway., litle above floor level). and, on the threshold of the west doorway, a fragment of 
papyrus bearing a Coptic version of the story of St. Sisinnius (Seep. 5). 

tuad een twice destroyed, The north jamb, Raow te    

  

   
  

  

  

  

     

  

  

Room 2 (The Staircase) 
[A door led from the entrance-hall to the main staircase of the building: it had a raised Room 2 

threstold on the inside ofthe door, which had opened outwards. The stairs faced one on entering, 
land tothe left there was a narrow recess betreen the central pillar and the wall ofthe entrance: 
hal, lighted by a small hatchowindow o,80 m, above floor level, through the latter wall. The 
pillar had been footed out here, for 1.05 m. of i width toa height of o.60.m. above floor level, 
$0.8 to narrow the passageway too.gom. Onthe eat side ofthe plla the Boor dropped 0.60 m, 

to the level ofthe foundations; the return westwards atthe end ofthis space was screened of by 
{thin wall shutting off the low vaulted space under the second fight of steps, that on the south 
side of the pillar, ‘This small sunken space may have been usol as a cellar oF possibly as a 

as) 

  

 



6 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
uard-oom for the stair porter. The frst ight of steps was carried up ona solid base; a rough 
Aiche had been hewn out in the pillar-face and its smoke blackened condition showed that @ 

lamp had stood within it to light up the stair. After the fist turn the steps were supported on 
harzel-yaults. The second fight was lighted by a window set so high up in the wall that its 
arch justeut into the vault springers of the fight above; the wall ontheeast isnot preserved to 
‘a height suficient to show the window which must have been there. The frst floor was reached 

by a door in the southwest corner of the stairway’ lang into room & A. its jamb og m. from 
the face ofthe south wall. Thestars sloped at an angle of thirty degres; the actual steps were 

Al preserved, Of the frst fight the slid base naturally remained, but the form of the steps had 
for the most part disappeared ofthe second, only aittleo the vaulting at the west end remained; 

‘of the thi fight, the greater part of the vaulting; the beginning ofthe next Might (that om 
‘the north of the pillar), and the greater part of the vaulting of the wpper Might on the westside 
Gee Ph. 5) 

Rough measurements were 
‘The slid fight reaches a Tevet of 0 72m. above Hoor love. 
‘The second fight starts atc. 1.20.m. (epringers at 0.75.) and ends with the springere 
‘The third flight rive from 2.10 m. to 2.50. 
‘The fourth fight rises from 2.99 
Bach section of vaulting is carried only as faras the angle ofthe central pillar and the next 

section rests upon its crown. Owing to the angle at which the ring-courses are laid the space 
‘between the sall and the crown of the vault that leads up towards itis considerably greater 
than that between the wall and the springers of the same vault fe, between the wall and the 
langle of the pillar; the cari ring-courses of each section of vaulting have therefore a much 
renter span than the rest of the section which lies between the pillar and the wall; and the 
‘commer landing, and perhaps the top step of each flight, rested upon the vault running at right 
angles to it 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Room 3: - 
Opening out of the entrance-hall, this room was little more than a passage to the open 

court or lightowell (22). Tt had been much rained, the to doors were widely breached. and 
fost of the west wall had fallen, ‘The vaulting had rested against the east wall; very litle of 
it was left. Both vault and walle had been mud-rendered and whitewashed. The room as it 
now stands does not seem to have received any light other than that which came in by the doors; 
if there was ever a window in the west wal twas small and set very high up. ‘The room measured 
som. by j.som, In the room were found part of the base of a blue glaze vase and a 
Stamped mud jar-sealing (PL 1s) 

    

  

Room 4 
‘The only approach to the room was through room s: this doorway’ had been breached at 

the time of the destruction ofthe castle, but the later squatters had erected in ita sort of bin, 
running two flimsy walls of mud and broken brick across the doorway on either side ofthe sil 
{nd thas closing up the room, unless indeed they used asa door the hole which had been knocked 
‘rough into room 3, a litle above Boor level. 

‘The vaulting had rested against the east wall; a very hte of it remained in the northeast 
corner like the walls, it had been mu-rendered and whitewashed. There was no window to the 

‘oom, bat a small niche in the eat wall had held the lamp wsedto give light. Probably this was 
‘only a storeroom and required safety rather than illumination. The foom measured 3.10. 
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bby .45m. Init were found two small fragments of « Meroiticostrakon, the upper half of «small blue glaze Osiris amulet, a fragment of a small wooden vase lacquered and decorated with a 
sgraiato Noral design (oui, PL 13), several fragments of ordinary painted Meroitic pottery 
fone of Coptic (repaint on buff sip) and one of the late Meroitic or transition period with painted 
festoons and small rosettes in reli 

  

  

Room s (see PI 6). 
‘The floor is of rough stone slabs overlaid with mud, and is very much broken up. In the 

southeast comer was a rectangular platform of brickwork 1.20 m. by 1.00 m.; as it stood only 
10,30. above the level ofthe stone foundations of the floor, it could not have risen much above 
the origina floor level, and was presumably either a base for some heavy’ objector the foundation ‘of a Drick bin: it docs not look like advan. There was a breachat the west end ofthe north 
‘wall, the west wall tet had suffered severly, and the west end ofthe south wal ad been razed 
down tothe stone foundations; atthe east end ofthe room, however, large part of the vaulting 
was intact. Nether this nor the walls sem ever to have bcen whitewashed or even rendered, but 
fare quite rough. Besides the doorways leading into rooms ¢ and 6 there was a window at th 
‘ast end of the south wall, and probably there had heen another in the west end ofthe same wal 
where it was broken away, the window was 3.0 m. above ground level and measured 1.10 m. by 
‘som. Inthe south wall there was also an arched niche 80 m. high, o.s0 m. wide and o.2, 1, 
Aeep, 1.40 m. above for level; similar arched niche was in the middle ofthe west wal 

In the east wall, 13 m. trom the floor, there was a shallow rectangular recess 0.90. high 
by 070m. wie and about o.30.m. deep, which looked asi it were meant to take a stone slab, 

Ke yas surmounted by a simple cornice of mud brick, formed of to courses, the lower projecting 
0.05 m, and the upper 0.101. from the face of the wall. On each sie ofthis, in theangles of 
the room, there was atthe height of 130 m. fom flor level a hole 0.20 m, square, driven 0,20 m, 
into the brickwork of the east wall. cleaely meant to take the end ofa beam, the mark of which 
‘oul be seen on the face ofthe north wall running out fora distance of 125m, Aste room wae 
apparently otherwise roughly finshed, and Guulging from the jar-sealings found in i) weed a8 
fstoreroom, itis dificult to explain thee features, which are not paralleled in any other room 
in the caste 

‘The room measured 5.25. by 3.50m._ In it were found a fragment of basket work, a 
rectangular piece of mud (broken) marked with holes ike a tally, a Hat, roughly cirelar stone 
marked with holes and lines (9129, PL1g), and six large mud jarscalings, one apparently 
Dearing a trefoil leaf, one obliterated altogether. one with a snake device like that ilastrated 
voli p. 79. fg 2, and three others shown in PL 1 

    

  

  

  

       

  

    
Room 6. 

Practically the whole ofthe south wall was destroyed down to the stone foundations, and 
even of these to of three blocks had heen displaced, Presumably there had been a window 
‘on this side. There were three doorways in the room, one in each of the other walls. That 

into room s had been Breached and then climsily patched up and arrowed by the squatters of 
later period with flimsy jambs of broken Brick and plastered mud, the doorway into the inner 

‘court, which had aso suffered severely, was completely blocked up by the end of the rd bin oF 
granary built in the corer of the courtyard alter the dismantling ofthe fortress. The western 
loorway was the only oneleft open; one wooden jam had been lt into the south outer wall; the 

‘western wall was too much desteoyed to show the original height ofthe door, nor was there any 
trace of the vault remaining. ‘The walls had been muud-endered, but, apparently, never 
whitewashed. No objects were found in the room. ‘The room measured 5.0.8. by 4.20 

  

  

    

  

    
  

Room 6
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Room 7. 

‘This oom opened out of the last and gave access to the sccond staircase; the door leading 
to this, at the north end ofthe west wall, hd been much damaged, and the jambs wer all broken. 
away. The north wall was standing between two and three metres high, ut had Been pa 
undermined just sbove floor level; while the room was being cleared the great weight of the 
rubbish behind the wall (i room 24) thrust it forward fom belo, displacing t by about 100m, 
Tn order not to destoy the whole ofthis wall, which remained almost im position, leaning against 
the rubbish, om 2 was not cleared 

Tn the south wall was an arched niche 0 72 m. high by o.g0.m. road, 0.801. above the 
floor. Just east of this the wall had heen breached down to floor level and beyond the gap 
stood only 140m. high. This gap came just where the window must have been (in several 
‘outer rooms of the castle the wall had ben breached in downward continuation of the window 
Tine) and Yooked as if it might have served asa door forthe late settlers in the castle ruins; it 
formed, however, no part ofthe original plan 

“The room measured 3.20%, by 3.20. The springers of the vault, distinguished from th 
wall bya beveled offset, were 2 55 m, above floor level the crown of the arch had disappeared 
Both salls and ceiling had been miud-rendered, but there was no sigh of their having been white 
washed. In the room were found a mud jarsealing inscribed [AADAN (the fest two letters 
‘were rather indistinct, but could be restored from the other example found in oom 9, Pl 13) 
anda lotus fower roughly cut in sandstone and forming part ofa tracery window 

  

  

  

  

  

   

Room 8 (The Socond Staircase) 
‘On passing through the doorway” fom room 7 the stairs face one; on the left was the thin 

party wall that shutoff the space beneath the return lights, on the right was the doorway nto 
oom 9. Osing to the presence of this doorway there were only two steps in the fist fight 
which, together with the whole ofthe next fight on the westside of the central pillar, rested on 
4 solid base, the vaulting system being frst employed for the return on the south sie. Th the 
‘west wall was a window place so high up that its crown cut well into the se of the vault above 
it: this window was of the false arch type: another window on the south side lighted the next 
Aight. The stair-chamber measured 3.50%. by 3.05 m. It had not orginally been intended for 
‘staircase. This was an alterthough, for instead of the vats that supported the Rights being Tal into the wall during the proces of its construction, as was the casein the main saicase, 
ledges to take the springerbricks had been roughly hacked in the face of the already existing 
val 

A reach had been made through the south wall, The whole staircase was in afar more 
ruinous condition than was the other; the central pillar stood only «rom. high, and above that 
height only the ledges hacked in the walls shoved where the vaulting had run 

‘On the oor was found a fragment of floral stone tracer fom a wine 

  

   

  

  

  

    

Room 0. 
Entered from the stairway. The door in the north wal lading to 

in the perid of squatter occupation by a thin sercen-wall of mud (eee PI. 6). Th 
wall hada window close up to the northeen angle; this was the only stance of an outer 00m 
in which the main wall af the castle had not been breached. The staircase door had been 
Knocked about a good deal, and the east wall had been largely and at its south end utterly 
Aestroyed. oth walls and ceiling had been rendered and whitewashed; the springrs of the 
‘vault were 2.20m, and the crown about 4.10 m, above floor level. The floor was very rough 
and uneven, the mixture of mud and chopped strat overlying the original surface of the desert 
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  having largely disappeared, and being partly overlaid by the refuse collected dy 

period, 
‘The room measured 3.50 m. by 5.70m, In it were found a stone grinder, a fat worked 

stone and another ikea tally or game-boaet (9128, Pl 1), an ion-toothed sickle (9109, Pl 35) 
‘exactly like the modern mughe or mathil, and a curved Kife-sheath of wood covered with 
Teather, also two plain mind jar-sealings, one inscribed TAAPQN (PL ts) and one bearing a 
snake sign like that in vo. si, p. 79, fg. ++ plain cup of gray black ware ofa type aot found 
in the cemetery and probably later date, and a fragaint of re pottery with black and crear 
coloured paint belonging tothe late Blemyan period 

ing the squatter 

  

  

Room 10. 
‘The room had had three doorways: that leading from 9 had been narrowed down, as 

already described, by the stragilers who settled in the ruined Building and patched up such 
Darts as were at all habitable; the doorway in the north wall leading to 11 had been blocked up 
Altogether by the same hands: only the door into 20 remained open altogether. The west 
‘wall had een breached from the window dovn to the stone foundations. lage part of the 
feast wall had been destroyed and the doorway in i broken through. The vault had almost 
fentirely gone; is springers were 1.15 m. above flor level distinguished from the wall-face by 
4 bevelled offset, and its erown was 41m. high. “Both vault and walls had been well rendered 
and whitewashed; and on the east wall there could be distinguished in the patches of whitewash 
that remained traces of graffiti showing a horse, a unning came, and a few marks that may once 

have been Meroitie characters but were 00 far destroyed to be legible. The late patching of 
the doorways was not whitewashed in that of the norch done was built im part of a loser 
Grindstone, The floor was of broken bricks and mud mixed with chopped stra, very uneven 
{ind probably due in large par to the later rather than to the original occupants 

‘The room measured 3.30 m. by 370m. In it were found two fragments of leather from 
sandals, a bronze knife-bade (9104, PL 15), and a lamp of the covered saucer type. 

  

  

  

  

  

Room 10 A (on the fist floor) 
‘This had a door in the south wall ver that in the lower room. and apparently one at the 

north end of the east wal 
Room 11, 

‘There was only one doorway in th leading fom room 10, sehich Bad been 
blocked up: but in the east walla reach had been effected into 19 which served all the purposes 
of a door, and the outer western wall had also been breached down to the stone foundations 
Tn the north wall was an arched niche 070m. high, 1252. above Hoor level, ai in the south 
wall, 1.3m. up, was a similar niche. The walls were roughly plastered with mud comtaning a 
large percentage of chopped straw, and had never been whitewashed. The vault had not been 
Plastered otherwise than in the course of construction; it was intact; the springes, not 
Aistinguished by any offet, were 2.s0 m. and the crown 4.45 m. above the stone flags that 
forme the foundation of the floor. ‘The floor had been formed of a layer of chopped strave 
ashes and mud that overlaid the stone foundations to a depth of perhaps o,so m1 but the 
srlace was so broken that accurate measurements were not possible, 

“The room measured 460m. by 340m. In it were found two fat stone grinders, aloer 
srinding-stone and part of a second, some nuts of the dim palm, fragments of rough pottery. 
Including one of a lamp of the covered saucer type, and a small pice of papyras, found on the 
threshold of the blocket-up doorway 
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‘Room 13. 

‘The only doorway was in the cast wall nto room 13. There had been two indo, one ia 
cach of the outer walle, but both of these ad heen breached down to foundation level. Inthe 
South wall there was niche ext into the face of the wall, and inthe east wall another, 055 m. 
igh ad 1.25 m. above the floor. The walls and vault had been smoothly plastered with rad 

and whitewashed, and on the whitewash were scratched a fair number of graiti, Owing to the 
‘cay of the chopped straw in the plaster, as well as to the falling away of large pices of the 
surface, these were seldom intelligible; ut in the south wall could be distinguished a man on 
horseback attacking a camel, a crocodile, a jackal and a ship. The room measured 3.60 m. 
by 420 m. 

      
  

  

  

  

Room 13. 
In the north side were two windows high up and euting into the side ofthe vaulting: both 

hnad been breached down to the stone foundations. In each of the other walls was a doorway 
‘That on the west opening out of room 12, had been narrowed slightly by the late settles, 
column of poor brickwork being built up against the north jamb. There was a reveal 0.25 
‘deep and e115 m, wide, to take the door; there was no sign of the hinge stone, but a stone slab 
tras built into the south jamb just below the spring ofthe arch. At the east end of the south 
tall was a doorway to room 19° the jambs and reveals had been broken aay, but the arch 
Tenained; further along the same wall was an arched niche with bevelled reveal, 10m. above 

floor level, In the east was the doorway to room 14. The walls, ike the vault had been mud- 
rendered and whitewashed; of the whitewash very litle remained, and the teaces which it bore 

‘of graffiti had no more meaning. The vaolt, distinguished from the wall bya bevelled ost, 
Thad its springere 2.45 m. and is crown about 4.00 m.above Moor level; it was all broken away, 
‘and its height could only be measured from the marks left on the west walFface. ‘The floor 
vas of mud laid on the natural stone, and but lite of it remained. 

‘The room measured 4.75 m. by 420m. Init were found a string of five small blue glass 
beads, lates apiece of bent iron, apparently a asp (9107); a cow's horn; some twisted grass 
cord; a little painted pottery of Blemyan type, all in small fragments; and part ofa leather 
sandal 

  

  

    
      

  

  

Room 14 
‘The whole of the north and the northern part of the cast wall were utterly destroyed. 

Provably in the north wall there had been two windows, as in room 13; there had been a 
Aoorway leading to room 15 in that part of the east wall which had been broken down. In the 
south wall right in the corner, was a dooe leading to room 17, and inthe middle of the wall an 
arched niche with bevelled reveal (ee PL 7). In the west Wall was the doorway to room 133 
this had a deep reveal to take the door; the threshold was in position, and consisted of two 
ough blocks of sandstone. The walle and vault had been whitewashed, but little of this 
femained and there were no distinguishable grafiti. The vasit had disappeared. altogether 
‘xcept at the southwest corner where afew of the springers sil kept their position ata height 
fof 235 m. from the floor. The floor had been of mud laid over the natural rock, but most 
fof the surface had perished 

‘The room measured 425 m. by $60 m. Init were found a lamp of the covered saucer 
type and a plain stone conical weigh 
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Room 15. 

‘The whole of the north and east walls had been destroyed down to the foundation stones, Room 1. 
and at the corner even these had been overthrown’ a lange part of the south wall was also razed, 
bout enough ofthe foundations remained to show that a doorway lading into room 46 had stood 
at its eastern end; the north end of the west wall had fallen, and xo only the southwest corner 
ff the room survived in. more than outline. The wall and vault had been plastered. and 
whitewashed: the vault, distinguished from the wall-face by a bevelled ost, had its springers 
2465 m. above floor level the floor had ben of mud lad over the natural rock but its surface 
had almost wholly perished 

‘The room measured 4.25 m. by 6.60 m. Init were found 4 stone weight inscribed on two 
ofits sides HBC and MIXA (9158), and two fragments (Gtting together) of gazelle-akin leather 
insribed on both sides with Coptic text; these latter were found just above the flor level about 

2.00 m. from the east and 1.00 m. from the north wall under about o.z0 of rubbish (cep. $) 

  

  

Room 16. 
‘The north and east walls are almost entirely destroyed and the south walls badly breached Room 16 

where stood the doorway into room 1, while its astern end has fallen altogether. Presumably 
there was a window in the east wall” ‘The west wall has a breach o.6o m, wide opening into 
room 17: this may have been wed asa doorway by the ate squatters, but was not such originally No sign of whitewash remained upon the walls. The vault springers were 2.20 m, above floor 
level: the mud surlace of the Moor had almost entirely disappeared, leaving the natural rosk 
‘expose. 

‘The room measured 4.20. by 5.20 m. Nothing was found init 

  

Room 17. 
Tn the north wall was a doorway leading into room 13. This was the only door and the Room 1 

‘oom therefore corresponds very closely to room 4 on the opposite side of the passage-room 32 
Tike it it was not lighted by any window and was approached by a single doorway putas far away 

‘as possible from the main entrance to the castle. The east wall was breached into room 16, and 
“the south vall into room 3; in the west wall was an arched niche 0193 m. high by 0.45 m. by’ 
‘oom. deep, 110m. above the oor. The walls had been plastered with mud but not 
whitewashed. ‘The greater part of the vault was intact, only the east end of it having collapsed: 
ite springers were 2.55 m. above the foor level. ‘The flor was of mud thinly spread over the 
natural rock, aml was fairly well preserved, 

‘The room measured 3.50 m. by 3.45 m. In it were found only a modern ade (uriya) 
Ihead and a leaden toy whistle in working order, also modern, and a United States two cent 
postage stamp. 

  

   
  

    
  

  

Room 18. 
‘This was the bes-preserved room inthe castle. It was entered ony from 2, the ight-well, Roo Ss 

by a door which was blocked up by the late bin builtin the eooner; here was also inthe south 
walla single window giving on the light-vel, set high up, like the ground-floor windows in the 
cuter castle walls, 9 that its crown cut into the side of the ceiling-vault and the space 
Detween the window proper and the extrados of the evling had to be covered in by a short 
subsidiary vault. In the north wall towards the east end of it was a niche oughly hacked out 
in the brickwork: in the west wall was built an arched niche o.60 m. high by 005 m by 0-40 m 
deep, 1.25 m. above for level. Along the north and south walls, at height of 2.607. above 
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the floor, let nto the frst springer course ofthe vault, was a row of projecting stones, round-ended 
‘and pieroed horizontally. They were roughly built in, so thatthe line made by the holes was 
fone too true: they measured about 0.13 m. either way and projected about o.10 m; the holes 
were some 003 m. in diameter. An exact parallel to these stones can be seen in some modern 
‘Nubian houses, where ropes are strung from one to another aeoss the room and from the ropes 
fare hung baskets or pote of food, vegetables, te. In the modern houses these rooms are the 
Cooking-rooms, andi isnot unnatural to suppose that at Karan also this room may have been 
the carte kitchen 

“The rook was intact (except for a small hole at the east end), and had its springer 2.5 m. 
and its eronn 4.00 above floor level. The loor had been of mud laid over the natural rock, but 
very litle ofits susface remained. The walls had been very roughly plastered with mud but 
never whitewashed, and were blackened by smoke. It is noticeable that, though the doorway 
ff the room had been considerably enlarged by the fall of the top ofits arch, and though the 
fallapse of the high walle Tet vastly more light ito the courtyard or Hight-well than ean have 
filtered doven ito i then the whole building stood complete, in spite ofthe hole i its roof the 
oom was sill very dark. The modern Nubian does not let_much sunlight into his house, 
Tnut the ground-floor chambers of the ancient castle, if we may judge from this the most perfect 
‘example, must have been so gloomy that we eannot but assign them to the more menial 
‘las of its inhabitants, reserving for the better soft the lighter rooms with their more generous 
Trindows of the upper floor. 

‘The room measured 3.50m. by scom. Nothing was found in it 

  

  

    

  

Room 10, 
In the north wall there was at its western end a doorway opening into room 43: part of 

haa fallen. In the east wall, which originally presented no special features, the niche in room 
18 had heen broken through and forma rough hole. In the south wall was a doorway leading 
toroom 20: the wal had collapsed with the fall of the vault and stood only 1g0.m. igh (ee P, 
Fig. a); near its west cornerwas a niche 0.40 m, wide and 1.10 m. above for level. The west 
wall had been breached into room 11, Both wall and vault had been smoothly plastered and 
whitewashed the vault had fallen in; iespringrs, distinguished Srom the wall-face by a bevelled 
Offset (een in the photograph) were 2.45, above Aoor level. The surface of the mud floor 
‘vas fairly well preserved and showed that Hike the walls and ceiling, it had orginally been 
‘whitewashed. This was presumably done to Tighten the room, hich must have been somewhat 
ark atthe best since it depended altogether on secondary light and got even this only though 
the doorways—unless indeed the apparent niche in the ruined south wall was really a narrow 
‘window lke that inthe south wall of room r: but even so its narrowness and its distance from 
the light-well, would have prevented its being very eflective. This whitewashing of the floors 
(Gi, room 20) is an wnexpected feature and one not paralleled by modern Nubian houses 
‘certainly the tom cannot have een used axa storeroom when stich pains were taken to make 
it habitable, and one would he inclined 0 refer it, together with room 20. to the female 
slaves of the establishment sho fived on the ground floor but in its more private and 
fequestered rooms 

“The room measured 5.0m. by 5.42 m. In it were found a mud jar-sealing with ross design 
similar to one fom room 5 (se Pl. 13), stall wooden handle, perhaps fora stiletto length 
fo.085m..a stone playing-baardor tally (027, Pl.13), part ofa small lozengesshaped stone trough, 
Some pottery of the characteristic painted Blemyan types and one white and red fragment to 
bee assigned rather to the Coptic period, avd part of a red pebble burnished wheelmade pot of 
indefinite type 
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h wall was the doorway to room 19 already described, and there may have been Room 2 
fa window towards its western end. In the east wall was a window opening on the light-well 
the soft ofits arch was 5.8m. above for level; below it the wall was breached down to the 
round, ‘The south wall had been breached at its east end through into room 21, but there 
had ben no door here originally; in the west wall was a door leading into room 10. Th 
walle and vault had cen smoothly mud-rendered and whitewashed: of the vault nothing 
remained except a fe of is springers 2.45 m. from the ground and the imprint of Hs curve on 
the wall where the crown reached a height of 4.20m. As in room 19 the Moor had 
bieen whitewashest and a good dal ofits orginal surface remained (see Pl. 8), 

"The room meas §.40 m. by 3.60 m. Init were found a fragment of gazelleskin leather, 
uninscrbed a wooden spindlewhorl, and part of the rind of a large melon 

  

  

  

Room 21 
‘This was not excavated (ee on room 7). Room 

Room 22 (The Li! 
‘This was an open courtyard, oeupying the area of two rooms and therefore disturbing the Room 22, 

symmetry ofthe eastle plan, inasmuch as there were two sets of rooms on thee of it sides but 
fon the fourth, the southside only a single room between itand the outer wall ofthe caste. The 
rooms of the inner series had for the mort part windows opening onto this open space, and so 
‘while on the ground level it was sed as the courtyard of the palace and doubtless was the 
cone ofits busiest life it served also asa light-well for the surtounvng chambers that could 
‘ot be lighted fom the outs 

‘The floor was of beaten mud, as rough as that ofthe court of a modern Nubian howse. In 
the northwest comer nasa brick circle aunt 1.60 m. in diameter; the marks on the wall showed 
that it had had a conical of beehive shape some 2.20. high: above this height the brickwork 
fof the wall was deeply blackened by smoke, It ix probable that this furnace belongs to the 
genuine castle peril; the fact that iti on the orginal ground level need not count for mach 
or for anything but its position near the “kitchen” (room 18), the absence of ovens in any of 
the rooms, andthe probability that the orginal inhabitants did have ovens and would put them 
in the courtyard rather than in any of the ill-venilated chambers, are all in favour of this 
belonging to the proper castle plan, In the southeast corner the presence of similar blackening 
‘pon the walls (hough there are no definite traces of brickwork) may be evidence for another 
‘oven opposite to the fest. 

In the northeast comer 

  

rll or Courtyard, 
  

  

  

    

  

  

  

rnd in the southwest awe have to deal with structures of a very 
different date. Just in front of the door of room 18 a shallow rectangular pit had been dug 
below the original floor level and round thre ofits sides (the fourth being Bush with the east, 
wall of the court) had been built thin imsy walls of Broken brick and plastered mud similar 
in character to that which partially Blocks the doorway letween zooms 9 and 10 (See PL. 6). 

‘The north wall ofthis bin or granary ran along the threshold of the door anv completely blocked 
the entrance to room 18; a ledge roughly eutin the east wall to take the edge of a wooden Tid 
‘over the bin showed that its orginal eight was rts. It is likely that when the bin was 

Imad the floor level hal already risen a good deal above the orginal, and that only a certain 
‘proportion of the bin-vall stood above the surface. A very similar erection in the southvest 
‘comer blocked the entrance to room 6: it was, f anything. of even rougher construction. On 
the question of date i s worth noticing that both these bins stood toa considerably higher level 
than the much better built oven 
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In the north wall Gee PL 8b) was the pointed-topped window of room 18, 3.20 m. from the 
round, measuring in extreme height o.98'm. Above this was the arched fi-loor window, 
30m. above ground, 1.20 m. high, At S.20m. were two narrow at-topped windows only 
201m. wile and 0.60. high; above these the wall was broken away. Along the face of the 
forth wall, 410 m. from the ground, were seven double holes let into the brickwork hey ere 
fo.2gm. deep, the upper holes were some o.30.m. square and the lower holes 0.20%. high by ‘230m (ee PI.8, Fig a and the section on PL. 23): they Seem tohave been meant to take beam-ends 
Similar holes ran along the face of the west wall at a height (measuring tothe top ofthe holes) 
‘of 6.75 m.; there were four between the noth angle ad the window and one south ofthe winow, 
At this level there ran along the north wal-face a slight indented line eutting across the top of 

the window-arch; i looked as if here the edge ofa heavy plank had been partially let ito the 
wall; on the west walla similar ridge occured atthe level of the beam-hoes in the north wall 
and here too were two beam-holes 4.35 m. and 4.95 m, from the north comer. On the north wall 
the to levels were connected by a line of small holes slanting up and suggesting a ladder. "On 
the other walls there were no sich marks to be seen, 

‘The natural explanation of these holes and ledges is that there was a double balcony or 
platform covering the northern hall of the courtyard for some soom. and extending right 
Across it from east to west: the beam-toles represent the platform supports, the ledges the 
plank flor, and the two are connected by a ladder; the wooden uprights that supported the 
Southern ends of the las have naturally disappeared. As against this view fe must be urged 
‘that the postion of these tito balconies, having no connection with the upper rooms of the 
catle, the upper one of which i ata totally diferent level an so placed as efetually to cut 
‘ff all light from the already gloomy rooms 3, 18,19, 29, a8 well as from the more important 
first-floor rooms above these, would quite staltty the architect of the building: it ix almost 

Impossible to imagine a permanent structure of this srt. Of course it may have stood so; oF 
there may have been a regularly recurring noo for such a structure whore alton would be 
permanently installed, whereas the plank foring might only have been lad doven as occasion 
flemanded; . git is posible that the walls of the courtyard were whitewashed: there i no 
‘evidence at al for this, tut from room -alls equally exposed the mad plastering and whitewash 
found om sheltered faces have peeled away quite as thoroughly and leave a surface as litle 

indicative oft former condition as the walls of the courtyard. Ita order to give sorely needed 
Tight to the inner rooms the walls of the lightwell received an occasional coat of white, #8 just 
possible thatthe scaffolding might have stood permanently in position, or at any rate that the 
holes by which i was supported were left open ia the wall face for use om each reeuring spring 
cleaning. Te is almost certain that the structure, whatever it was, beloags to the oFiginal 
‘occupation of the castle, for though the later squatters did occupy at least one room of the 
Upper storey (Ghat above 18), yet the erection of so big and elaborate a thing as this is quite out 

fof keeping with the slipshod, flimsy character of their general patehwork:. they would. be far 
‘more likely to have put up a wooden root, if anywhere, over one of the less ruined rooms whose 
“smaller span would have rendered the task less ambitious and, by doing away with the need 
for wooden uprights es costly 

“The east wall of the court is much ruined and only the ground-loor doorway of room 5 
can be traced. On this floor there were, a8 we have seen, no windows, for room 3, a8 being tie 
more than a passage, required but litle ight, and room 4, a8 storeroom, none at all. Presumably 
the upper rooms wee lighted by windows similar to those on the north and west sides, On the 
outh there were no seindows at al, since here there was only a single set of rooms, and these 
all got ther ight through the outer main wall ofthe castle; the doorway into room 6 asthe 
‘only feature. "A reach had been knocked through into the corner of oom s- On the west 
Sie there was at the south end a doorway into room 24, and this room had presumably had a 
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‘window onto the court corresponding to that of room 20, but the wall was broken away below Roow 2: its level ‘The window of the ground-floor room 20 hal been breached down to the ground; it was a round-topped window and curious construetionlly, being a combination of a true 
arch on the outside, with a skew vault in the thickness ofthe wall (se p13). Above this was 
‘an arched window formed of a double row of six vaulting bricks laid at as headers in the upper 
row, and on edge in the lower; immediately above this at a. height of 865 m. fom the 
{ground was another window probably of the same size, ut altogether ruined. 

‘The courtyard measured 7.901. by 4.90m. Init were found thee large stone troughs 
(Go of them had holes worn through the bottom), a stone impost with socket for door jamb 
And hole for hinge, a fragment from a stone tracery window. a clay lamp of the covered saucer 
type and another of the long-nozzled type resembling Byzantine lamps, a fair nimber of 
fragments of characteristic painted Blemyan pottery, mostly from lange vessels, a kohipot of 

lacquered wood in black, yellow and red (oto, Pl 1), fragment of Arabic MSS. on parchment, 
8 fragment from a printed copy of the Koran, anda fragment from a Yorkshire newspaper 
oss. 
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CHAPTER IV 

  

THE HOUSE RUINS 

House « 

  

‘Tue howse was surrounded by a large quadrilateral enclosure measuring some 50.09 m. 
bby 40.00 m,_ The wall that enclosed it wa of mud brick, sally upon rough stone foundations; 
it had been much ruined, and the whole of the southeast comer had wholly disappeared. On 
the westside some rough and rather slightly built walls had been built between the outer oF 
courtyard wall and that of the house forming a small enclosure and a long narrow passage 
‘which, though apparently blocked at the end, may have served as an approach tothe house 

‘The hose itself stood on sloping ground, the rooms along the east won the lowest level 
from vhich the other flor levels rose ina series of steps. The building was mach ruined; the 
walls in many cases were destroyed dosin to the level of the floors, and seldom stood more 
than about o1to m. above them. Along the east se, the outer wall of the house was built on 
rough stone foundations, which at the northeast corner projected so as to thicken the walls 

by 025m. 
Room 1. ‘The walls had been destroyed to 400 low a level to show any’ traces of doorways 

Ie hada md floor 
‘Room 2 itd a mid floor at somewhat higher level; in this zoom were found four sherds 

Of characteristic painted Blemyan pottery and a smal fragment of a stone window-frame: the 
walls were im places 0.75 mig 

Room 3 showed no traces of any floor: fom just outse ts south wall eame one blue glass 
spheroih and one carlin faceted lentoid bead. 

‘Room 4 had no doorway: the for was of mud laid over rough stone slabs, and was . $0 m. 
higher than that of room # 

Room g had no floor, the walls stood 0 40m. igh 
Room 6 was clearly an open, unrooted court. Mong the north side are the remains of an 

foutofdoor staircase; the fist step was solid i stood against the west wall and was 030m. 
high; the two locks against the north wall (o.s0m. high) had supported a barrlva 
mud brick, over which the steps had run. Inthe south wall was a doorway lading into room 7, 
fand in the west wall another doorway leading into room 9. ‘There were found in the room 
fragments of a cup of blac incised ware and of a stall alabaster Kohlpot with very thin walls, 

‘Room 7 was long and narrow, The wall, expecially on the south side, was ich destroyed: 
in the southwest comer was a block of masonry measuring 0.49 m. by 0.25%m., and in the 
same wall, 160m, from the west comer, were builtin two rough flat stones, one of which 
projected 0.302. from the wall-face; iti very probable that the main doorvay into the house 
twas here and that the corner lock served asa doorstep. 

Room # had doorways in the south wall into room 9 and in the west wall to room 1 
the walls stood about 0.60 m, high. A good many fragments of pottery were found in the 
room, inckading some of Pxlvi from a cup resembling in decora 92), it 

igtly burnished red wheelmade ware, and rough handmade hearth-burned pottery 
Room 9 had doorways in the north, east and south walls, the last being to the staircase; 

in the wert wall there had heen a doorway into room 1, but this had subsequently been walled 
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a 

sup. The walls were 
‘imply painted pottery were found inthe room 

‘Room 0. The staircase, On passing throvgh the door that led fom room 9, you tured 
to the left to ascend the fist light, This as solhd. With the frst turn to the right the steps 

‘were supported on brick vaults, but as the walls and the centeal pillar stood only 0.60 m high, 
fan the frst fight ofthe stairs had reached a point higher than this, there was no trace of such 
Vaulting left. The pillar measured 20m. by o.Gom. Behind it, on the south, east and west 
files was a vacant space wnder the stats, probably used as a cupboard: it was shut in 
At the foot of the stairs by a very thin curtain wall. ‘There were found in this stairchamber 
fragments of pottery F xiv with “columbine” pattern in black, red and purple, on a light 
ground, Flv, and several other painted pieces. 

‘Room 11. The mid floor wa 0,30. above that of room 8. The inner walls had been 
destroyed down to floor level, and there was no trace of any doorway. In the southwest 
omer was a brick base, not much above the floor, presumably intended to support some 
‘weight. One painted fragment and some pieces of coarse, handmade pottery were found in 
the room, 

‘Room 12, In the east wall was a doorway leading into room 8. To the south of this 
‘there had been a doorway into oom 9, This had Tater been blocked up with a thin rough wall 

ff mixed stones and bricks, leaving a reces in the wall face; a quarter-columm of brick stood 
by the south jamb, and beyond this there scems to have been raised brickwork, like a divan, 
reaching to the southeast commer of the room. Along the south a wall had been built in the 
oom parallel to and 4 fom the main wall ofthe house. To ths space there was no Visible 
intet, but its walls were strongly coloured by fie, and it seems to have been a sort of furnace. 
A few fragments of pottery, including painted pieces of shapes F alii and F Wit and of alate () 
tedish-yellow bow! F Tex, were found here: in the room itself were fragments of Fv painted 
vith figures of leopards in Back and white on a red ground, of a heavily sibbed pot of doubtful 
Shape, of the hard whiteaced ware, clawed by us in our Avcika volume, p. 36, as g. and 
ther less distinctive wares. In the northwest comer of the room a line of bricks ran 
Siagonally from wall to wall; it may have been a bin. but its meaning is not obvious. 
Outside the south wall was found a Totus‘ower carved in sandstone, part of a tracery 
window (135. PL.a7). 

“Though the area covered by the courtyard is considerable, the house itself is not large. 
“The style of brickwork shows clearly that i of early date, and this s bome out by the character 
‘ofthe bulk of pottery fragments found within it; the light alteration consisting inthe walling-up 
ff the doorway between rooms 9 and #2, though the walling itself s of careless and late type, 
‘does not necessarily bring even the period during which the house was occupied down very late 
inthe history of the town, 

‘The ground plan of the house, with is open courtyard surrounded by one oF two roms of 
rooms, and with its winding staircase on one side of the (presumed) entrance, is not unlike 
that of the eastle, but the resemblance between the buildings was probably not so great as 
lppears. Rooms 4 and g were certainly mere magazines, vaulted (asthe thickness oftheir walls 
‘vould imply) and entered by doorways in the southern walls et some distance from the ground 
tnd only reached by the open-air staircase, It is very ikely that the same is true of rooms 
ez and 5. ‘The number of living-rooms on the ground oor would therefore be reduced to 
five, counting rance-chamber, oom 7. Since the outer walls ate of uniform 
thickness throughout the building, it may be that the second-storey rooms extended over the 
whole; but as the walls are only eS m. thick, i i improbable that there was ever a thi 
sorey. 
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ir   ose 2 (Ge Ph). 
‘The house stood om the highest point ofa low tongue of rock that runs out from the edge 

fof the sandstone desert, and is separated by a little sandy valley from the similar spar on which 
the castle stood, Being thus exposed, the house has sulfered severely; the walls are highest 
in the centre o the ste, where they stand about one metre above floor level, but the outer walls 
ate still more ruined, and the rooms to the east and southeast could only be measured by the 
femains of the flor surface, ‘The outer wall was of mud brick upon heavy foundations of 
pick-dresed sandstone blocks resembling those ofthe castle; the inner walls Were for the most 
part of brick only. The area covered by the building is actually greater than that ofthe caste 

being so.00 m. by 60.00 m, but its ruinous condition makes its les steking 
‘Rooms 1 and 19 were built out against the main wall of the house; they were of flimsy 

‘construction and bad Been much rained. Between them lay’ a large square slab of sandstone, 
hich may have been a threshold, for apparently there was Here a door in the main west wall 

faccess to room 20, The two rooms would suggest porters" lodges. 
‘Room 2 had a doorway giving on room 20; i€ was to0 much ruined to present any features 

of interest. 
‘Rooms 3 an! 4 were small magazines communicating one with another by a narrow doorway 

in thei party wall, Aces to them must have been gained by doors in their northern walls 
seta some distance above the round, and reached by the open-air staiease inthe courtyard (2). 

‘Room § was approached only from the courtyand (21); in it were found a great many 
fragments of pottery ofall types, and several ostraka (PHL 18, Fig. 1 and 20, Fig) 

"Room 6 was along and narrow room with a gap atthe east en ofits south wall (the outer 
wall ofthe house), which semed to have been an original doorway; on the west was the staircase 

{G).and on the north a narrow door into room 23. The room contained a good many pottery 
Iagments and, by the south door, a number of pearshaped blocks of erade mud, smoothed 
carefully and with a hole bored through the small end. The use of these objects is uncertain 

Room 7. ‘The staircase was much ruined, ‘The edge of the fst step had apparentiy 
been flash with the jamb of the door leading from room 6, and the second fight had rested on 
‘solid foundation, Instead of real central pillar there was only a thin wall, just enough to 
Support the vaults ofthe stair-fights, which, in the confined space of the chamber, must have 
ben unusually short. 

‘Rooms & t0 13 were a series of small magazines, the doors of which hd been above the 
level to which the walls are now standing; they presented therefore few individual features of 
interest, In 8 there was @ raised hase probably intended for some heavy object; at the east 

fend of 10 there was a rectangular chest‘or bin of crude mad; ia 14 were found fragments of 
f painted clay dll of very rule style; 12 was litered with remains of dra and other grains, 
fnd there was also found init an ostrakon (PI 18, Fig. 3); the south end of 13 was partitioned 
‘off aif fora granary bya sight wall of mixed brick and stone 

‘Room 14 had a doorway in the east wall lading to +4 and another in the south wall leading 
to 24. Against the middle of the west sell was a small mud erection semi-circular in plan, 
‘val in form, and divided down the middle into two parts: just opposite to it, against the west 

there was large jar buried in the grown for hal ts height. The mud erection resembles 
the nestor coop used by the modern peasant for rearing young pigeons, and as in the modern 
house the coop is usually anked by a water-jar it probable that this was also the purpose in 
the ancient example, On the west wall lay an unfinished stone offering table, 

‘Room 15 communicated with room +4 0m the west and with room 16 on the east. ‘The 
wvesten doormay seems to have been blocked up by alate bin of flimsy construction (¢. room 24). 
find such a sign of subsequent occupation, of at all events of a change in the house-plan, is 
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THE HOUSI     
confirmed by the fact that in this room there are two diferent floor levels separated from one Howe 2. 
another by a thick stratum of burnt ashes. 

‘Room 16 was much ruined. It had doorways on the west sie into x5, on the south into 
27, and on the east, where both the party wall and the outer house-all were destroyed down, 

{ofloor level, there may well have been a third doorway into room 17. In the southwest corner 
was a small double bin, or perhaps a hearth, of erude mud. In the room was foun a rudely 
carved stone Bastatuctte (9137) 

Room 17 was almost entirely ruined away. A true end to the south wall suggested 
doorway. of which the western jamb hal disappeared. In the southeast corner there was no 
trace of the outer house-wall, but the south wall had been recessed ack, and within the recess 
stood a large upright stone slab with a worked face to the north: between it andthe brickwork 
‘was a narrow space measuring 120 m. by o.4o™m.. perhaps for a wooden upright. There may 
therefore have ben a lage gateway in the east wall at this pit, 

‘Room 18 sas much ruined. It had a doorway into at, but presented no other features 
calling for remark 

‘Room 20 appears to have been the entrance-hal of the house, fom which access wa given 
to the courtyant (21). Init was foun a round terracotta lamp, 

Room 21 was clearly an open courtyard. At one entered it from 20 there was directly 
‘upon the lett a broad stone staiease which (supported after the first tro or three steps pom 
vault of miud brick) ran round the east and south ses ofthe court and gave access inthe fist 
place to the magazines s an 4, and subsequently tothe rot, or to the frst storey rooms of this 
part of the house, if such existed. Two of the stone steps remain fn stu they measure 1.107. 

by o.30m., are 0.25 m. high and run without any balustrade right up fash withthe face of the 
supporting wall. Tn the space below the stairs were found ortraka (P19, Pi. 3: 20. Fig) 
‘Opening out of the courtyard were other doorways om the northside into room 2 on the south 
into s,and on the west into 22. 

Room 22 was divided up by brick partitions into bins or granaries; acros the door was @ 
lock of masonry 0.50 m. high, clearly intended to prevent the contents of the room posing 
‘out when the door was opened. It was impossible to. say whether or no these partitions 
Delonged tothe original howse-plan: they were not bonded into the walls, bat that is no argument 
for either view, and on points of building style theve sereen walls are not always to be judged 
by analogy with construction walls 

‘Room 23 hail doorways into room 6 on the south sie and into 24 on the north. There 
was a Targe bin of erade mud and mad brick built against the north wal. 

Room 24 communicated with rooms 23 and 14, but the door lang into the latter seems 
‘to have been blocked ata later date by a slightly built granary renning right acoss i 

‘Room a5 showed strong marks of burning in the southwest corer. 
Room 26, communicating with 18 and 21, was too much rained away’ to present any features 

of interest, ad the case was the same withthe large room 25 
‘The house was of typically early style: the stone foundations ofthe outer walls are paralleled 

by the best examples of Blemyan work inthe cattle, in the Anibeh graves, at Sheikh Daoud, Kast 
Trim and other sites; the brickwork wae good, of large bricks, well and regularly laid. the 
walls were, except in the small western magazines, smoothly plastered and whitewashed. The 
plan of the building, however, difers very materially from that of the castle. ‘The house is 
Aivided into two distinct pars, the easter and the western, and these communicate with each 
‘other only by one doorway (that between rooms rs and 16), placed ax far as possible from the 
theo known entrances in rooms 6 and 20. A large part of the ground floor was given over to 
small magazines that have no parallel in the castle. The lines ofthe eross-walls also are much 

less regular than in the castle: probably the wall that divide the smaller magazines were not 
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in all cases caried through tothe upper storey, here certain rooms may well have been larger 
land the plan more simple: thus, rooms j and 4, Sand 9, 10 and 1, x2 and 13, probably formed 
bout four rooms othe frst floor. Te would also appear likely that room 26 was not carried up 
to first-floor level, since otherwise there would have been no means of lighting directly the room 
‘over 27, and the same must have been true of rooms 22 and a5 (onlss indeed 25 served ae 
Tight-vell to the western section of the house) s0 that feom fist-loor level up the ight-well 
area would have been the whole square formed by rooms 2, 22, 25 and 26, in'which ease the 
{ground plan of the house i less abormal than at fest appears. on the ther hand, room 23 
‘vas rally light-well, the division of the house into two practically independent parts would 
‘be more marked than ever. It is faiely’ clear thatthe open-air staircase in at would not reach 
higher than to the fst-loor love, and this being so, the eastern half of the house cannot 
hhave consisted of more than two storeys: the western hall may perhaps have had three. 

“There was a great deal of pottery found upon the site, and the proportion of handmade 
vvescels, both large and smal, was noticeably great; itis clear that such pottery was in common 
omestic use, but was not considered generally the correct thing for tomb furniture. Tn the 
cemetery thetefore st was found mostly in poor graves, whereas on the house sites itis much 
‘more alvuvdant and widespread. Several new types were noted (F Iasi, levi, xix, A, B 
and C sections of rims), also a number of fragments of F xii and kindred types (this was the 

pottery generally used for ostaka), of Fv, with painted decoration, F vii, plain, F lei and 
the allied shapes. many pieces being painted, and one of F lixof black handmade ware, burnished 
Tiut not decorated with punctured or incised ormament, ‘There were a good many fragments of 
Fit with a dull red haematitic ground and crose-hatching or simple festoon patterns near the 
rim in biucblack and yellowish-white, This particular ware, which was not exactly paralleled 
in any of the graves, resembles more closely that found by Dr. G. A. Reiser in the tombs of, 
his X type in the district north of the Blemyan fronticr; i ie probably late, and rns over into 
Coptic. Lying on the surface over room 17 was a fragment of stamped Christian ware (Pl. 13) 
somewhat lke that shown in Arcika, PL 29, Fig. 6. There were several fragments of coarse 
Due glaze and a good many fragments of glass vessls, one with spiral decoration of applied 
las thread, and a broken button or counter of millforglas. 

  

  

  

  

    

  

    
  

    

    

    

  

  

     This house stood hig of rock separated from that on which stood howe 2 by 
fa faiely deep sandy. chann ‘thus exposed the hose had sufered greatly; only the 
‘central rooms remained, and of these the walls stood only some 0.60. high. They were all 
‘ud plastered and whitewashed, well built, and clearly of early date. ‘The outer rooms had 
altogether disappeared, and on the bare rock face not even ther plan could be recovered. Te 
faite likely that on ere more than one storey high, for such fragments of 
walls as ean still be traced projecting beyond the central block are slighter in construction ad 
Scagcely capable of supporting an upper Noor; but the site was so ruinous that ss original plan 
fanaot be discussed 10 any great advantage 

Room 1 had in the middle of the loor a small, roughly built structure, long and narrow, 
and about 0.501, high, covered with a barrel-vault, and with an opening at its east end; i8 
suggested a baking-oven, but did not show sullicent signs of burning to give much ground 10 
the suggestion, Three small and very fragmentary ostraka were found in the room, There 
were no traces of doors at the height to which the walls stood. 

‘Room 2 had a doorway at its northwest commer giving acces to room 33 the west wall was 
Aestroyed almost down to floor level, but a gap in the centre of it seemed to mark the place 
‘where there had been an outer door; this, however, had apparently been blocked up later, and 
4 thin wall some 5.00 m. Jong met the wall-face just at this point 
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Room 3 communicated with rooms 2 and 4, bist postesvel no features of any interest. 
Room 4 had hada doorway into room s, bt the south wall had suffered very much, and 

the doorjambs had disappeared. Against this wall there had been a small bin built of mud 
brick and daub, A piece of glass enameled with Rowers in red, yellow and blue, was found ia 
this room, actually below what had been the for level, but the for level was too much broken 
for this fact to have any significance, and the glass is almost certainly of Arab date. In the 
room were also found two fragments of clay statettes (9124 A. PL 13), and a piece of a small 

‘obsidian vase 
"Room § had a breach inthe east wall, which may represent an original doorway; comparison 

‘with other plans would lead ws to expect a staircase sm this room, Dut in is ruined condition 
‘there was no sgn of such 

“The projecting walls to the north of the house gave evidence of @ room or rooms of which 
‘the major part had disappeared. Two parallel walls clove together and 5,70 m. long may perhaps 
represent an operair staircase, Close to this there were two furnaces hewn roughly into the 
brickwork of the main house-wall and burnt a deep red by constant use. Beyond them 0 
pillars of Brickwork, one against the wallface and another o.65 m, from the frst, were of uncertain 
feaning. Close to this was found a bronge finger-ring with apparently wnmeaning marks 
engrave on the bezel (9108). 

A small fragment of an ostrakon (Pl. 20, Fig. 7) was found just south of the central 
Ditdng inthe ruined room there, of which only the beginnings ofthe walls remained 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

House 4 ce PL 27). 
Houses 4, 5 and 6 formed a single group in the middle of the town they were contiguous 

nd it was not easy to sce preciely what were the limits of cach, Between 4 ands an alley 
fending in an open yard seemed to give a fairly definite barrier, though in the latest period the 
levels here were so mich raised that early barriers were quite obliterated, and the yard which 
roperly belongs to house § may well have extended into the neighbouring property. Houses 

‘sand 6 were sill move dificult to define. Tt seems tolerably clea that in the first period house 4, which was perhaps an earlier building altogether, was the principal stricture. A Kittle later, 
probably, the small and comparatively poor house a was built up against the comer oft, between 
ft and the fine early house to the south: it may be that 6a was really an annex to 4a. In the 
later period consierable additions were made to howse 6, various rooms being added against 
the east wall of a, and while most of the old walls continued in wee, a large eve courtyard Was 
‘added on the southeast, and there were incorporated what seem to have been outbuildings of 
the fist period, Over the ruins of house qa, a ood many of whose walls were still standing, 

ih enough to be reused, other rooms were built; but whether these formed part of the new 
house 6 of formed (as ie mone probable) a separate dwelling, itis dificlt to decide: the fact 
that the late house had a courtyard of its own on the wea, overlying the roums 7a and 8a of 

the older house, make it more probable thatthe buildings were separate. House 4 will therefore 
be treated as a distinct building both of the early and of the late dates. Te 8 to be notice, 
however, that though to level® can be clearly dillerentiated om the site—corresponding to a 
first period, namely that of the founding ofthe town sn general, and to a period of rebuilding 
alter destruction yet here the work ofthe second periods vastly better it quality than that, 
for instance, upon site s: this dilerence may be due merely to the relative wealth of the 
‘oveners, ut a comparison of the details makes it appear more probable that the rebuilding is 
ati in date than that of house sand of othe sites suchas house’S, T-isimportant to recognize 
this, as othersrise confusion might arise from supposing that, the period of reconstruction being 

      
  

  

       

          

    

  

  

  

  

  

  ‘The patching o he walls of the vs perod ws on smal cle and dno ae eels. 

Howse 3 

Mouse 4



32 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
‘uniform throughout the whole town, corresponding levels upon different house-sites could be used 
indiscriminately for chronological arguments. This isnot the case; levels in each house must 
toe considered separately Rooms 1 to\6 of the latest house overlay oer rooms, also six in number but differently 
arranged, 

"Room 1. The for was of mud laid over a mass of vauting-bricks that represented the roof 
ofthe older house: the walls were sold and well built; sehen they didnot run over the old walls 
Ivhich served as thei foundation, the new foundations went down nearly as low as the old floor 
Tevel. In the room were found fragments of common undccorated pottery and the rim of a 
big bowl with rosette omament in relic, Under the floor level were two rooms of the older 
period and also a narrow passagenay which scems to have served asthe main entrance to the 
house and thus gives to it ground plan rather diferent from anything else found upon the site 

‘The front door was on the north, andthe hal Ted straight through tothe staircase and thence 10 
‘oom 4, while a door on the kft opened on room 2a and the small room 1 was reached through 
this. ‘The loor of the rooms was 1-10 m, below that ofthe later building, the walls were fr the 
Imcst part heavy, well built, mud-rendered and whitewashed: the rooms had all been vaulted. 
Tn the room 2a were the fragments of a handmade jar (Fv.) with red haematite surface and a 
rough design of spots and bars in white (9116) inthe southeast corner of the same room, by 
the doorway, stood a red wesc of handmade ware, fll of ashes and heavily burned, clearly used 
‘asa earth, ‘The doorway seems to have led only to a cupboard under the stairs in 3a 

Room 2. ‘The central pillar of the staircase stood well above the floor level of the meigh- 
touring rooms, and on the east sie of the pillar the steps remained als well above that level: 
it looks as if only the lower fights had been rubbished up and the stars had continued in use 
during the later period of the house. The south wall had been entirely rebuilt and the north 
doorway blocked up, 
Rooms 3 and 4. The dividing wall between these two rooms was broad but only two 

courses high (one course was Ind aslant on edge) and was perhaps never caried up to ceiling 
Tevel: there was no opening in the wall, but it was not standing so high that part of it may not 
hhave been used as a threshold, There was a door in the west wall of room 4 leading out into 
the courtyard. Both the east wall, which rested on the older brickwork, and the west wall, which 
‘vas independent, were marked by courses of bricks set on edge and were of rather iferior style 
fenerally. Under them lay a single narzow room (4a) which extended a little to the south 
Deyond. the main wall of the later building. The upper oor level had perished but 

the foundations ofthe later walls were only 0,80 m. above those ofthe older. In this room was 
found the chalice 9118 

‘Room 5. The upper floor level was preserved and was 110m. above the Tower, the 
intermediate space being filled up with vaulting bricks fallen from the frst roof: the old walls 
were whitewashed, and stood from o.60m, to 1201. high. In the late east wall was a doorway 
hich had been blocked up at a subsequent period with a typical late Blemyan wall of rough 
‘Small bricks with header courses slantwise on edge; this pice of brickwork resembles that on such 
Sites as house s (ate) and is perhaps more contemporary with them, house 4 (ate) belonging 
to-an earlie time than the upper buildings on some other sites. In this room and in room 6, 
there too the upper floor level was intact 1.10 m. above the older, no pottery of any particular 
inserest was fou. 
‘Rooms 7 and 84 did not communicate directly with room 4 a, alongside of which they 

tay, but seem to have been reached through another rom or passage on the south which lay 
outside the limite of the excavations: a breach of the east end of the party wall was probably 
{doorway between the two rooms, and in the northwest corner of 8a was a wide doorway beyond 
hich work did not go; its east jamb was preserved, but the north end of the west wall had been 
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broken away. The walls were well built, mud-rendered and whitewashed, and fited with niches 
forlamps, Fragments ofa good bowl of clear white lass were found ia 

‘Above these two rwoms stretched a yard bxlonging tothe later house: sts flor of beaten mud 
twas unbroken but the boundary wall nowhere stood more than two courses high and much of it 
had disappeared altogether. Against the wall of the house a pit had been sunk (hence the 
‘reach in the wall Between 7 a and 8 a) sehich was lined with brick, the brickwork was carried 
‘pa litte above ground level and the bin or granary so formed was roofed with rough stone 
slabs forming arated divan against the house wal 

"Excavations dil not proceed west of this yard, and though a wall of ol date was found 
‘running obliquely from the northwest corner of room 8. down to a small room that underlay 
the late courtyan (11) of house g, ts connection, Hany. with the ground plan of house ¢ a could 
not be ascertained 

     
   

louse § (See Pl. 9, 26). 
‘There were here two howss, the later superimposed upon the earir but covering a larger 

‘area, Many of the older walls were incorporated in the second building but some had been 
Aestroyed down ele the tpper floor level and were consequently diseyarded when the lines 
‘ofthe later house were laid out. The alder house was a poorly built structure apparently of only one 

floor, forthe walls were not strong enough to support a second storey and no vaulting bricks 
were noticeable amongst the rains. In one of two instances there were courses of headers set 

fon edge in the walls of the upper builling, which from its general character may’ be classed as 
tore or less contemporary withthe upper houses on sites 6 and 8; but it docs not follow that the 
Calier building bere necessarily of the same date asthe lower houtes on these other sites. Tt 
may be oo, in which cave it must be regarded as a dwelling of the poorer class of people: but it 

tcqally well may and perhaps more probably docs belong to the mile period sehen some ofthe 
‘der houses were undergoing repair and alteration, The Inter house was also of a poor type 
throughout, and the heavy layer of mud and burnt rubbish that spread over a geeat part of the 
site may well be the remains of flat root of mats or palm-rbs lad across leans andl covered 
tvith a mud coatings this + the roof normally in use at the present day 

Even the lower house-plan is illordered and ieregular. It seems to have formed roughly 
‘wo sides of square of which the remainder, in the southeast, was an open court: the rooms 

‘were in doutle range except in the southwest corner which was given over to a magazine. But 
if this was a rambling building, the later house was a maze in which nether Tevels nor angles 
tvere regarded, it i the haphasard kind of thing that the modern Nubian would perpetrate 
For the sake of clearness the room mumbers of the earlier house are distinguished by the 
letter “a 

Room 1 had! no doorway and probably had had no roof; it seemed to be merely a space 
partitioned off rom the rest ofthe courtyard 2. Int was found asta ostrakon (PL. 29, Fig. 6) 
fnd scattered over this room and 2 were numerous pieces of rough pottery, fragments of three 
flass vesels and a smal piece of lad. ‘The north and west walls belonged tothe later date only, 
the east and south to both periods 

‘Room 2 was an open courtyard: the south and west walls belonged to both periods; at 
the northmest comer there was apparently a doorway Teading into 8 and at the northeast commer 
a doorway’ into 3: both of these had been much rained 

‘Room 3 apparently communicated. with rooms 2 and s, but the whole end of the 
wall separating these to rooms and forming the westside of room 3 had disappeared. 

Room 1 a ofthe earie building had heen all one open court 
Room 4 had doorway on the west into room s: i presented no features of interest, 
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Room s was a large room (5.0m. by 3.9m) with doorways on the eat to rooms 4 and 3 
(probably) and on the west to room 10: on the (upper) floor level were found #8 fragments 

forming together a largecostrakon (PL 19). Beneath this were several rooms of the oder balding 
‘Room 2 lay party underneath room 4, partly underneath room 5, i sas fled wp with 

perfectly clean drifted sand, om the top of which were laid the later Noor and wall foundations, 
‘801m. above the foundations of the earlier walls 

Room 3 lay under room 6, occupying the east part of it: a butteesed curtain wall wi 
Aloorwayat its south end separated 3 from room 6a; against the north wall was a mud bench 

Room 44 lay underneath rooms § and 8; it was filled wp with a mass of fallen brickwork 
amongst which were numerous fragments of pottery and two ostraka. ‘The walls had been 
neither whitewashed nor mud plastered: there was no doorway atthe height to srhich the walls 
‘stood, cire. 001m, so that the room must have been a magazine only. 

‘Room ga lay underneath rooms 5 and 1: the walls stood about 1.00 m. high and were 
neither whitewashed nor plastered there was no door. 

‘Room 6a lay beneath the west part of room 6: the west wall ike that of ja wasa buttressed 
‘curtain wall with a doorway Teading outside the house 

"Room 6 was long and narrow space that apparently had not been roofed. Int was found 
the pot F xxvii, (08 

Room 7 was a smnall oom that apparently had been used as a storeroom, fori had no door 
‘at for level, though the wall were ruined down so low that the evidence was not absolute 

Room 7 lying below the last had heen divided into two unequal parts by a wall running 
‘ast by west and these two parts ad hoon covered in by low barrl-vaults so as to form 0 
‘magazines about 1.10 m, high with openings (probably) at the east end their roofs had been 
broken through and the whole rom filled up solid with rubbish over which was lad the floor 
of room 7 

Room & was a passage with two rectangular turns and a dividing door. Tt seemed to be 
‘entered fom 2 but the south jamb had disappeared so thatthe exact length of this member af the 
passage was uncertain, In the southwest angle was a (euined) hearth, the wall around ita good 
fic discoloured by heat, In the part of the pasage that ran north by south was a doorway, 
after which the passage took a turn to the It. Here the walls were hopelesly ruined. The 
South wall of room 10 seems to have continsed eastwards from its angle, in which case there must 

hhave been in ita doorway opening onto the passage: there was no sign of any wal agains the face 
of the east wall of the passage, so the doot may have been here (as suggested on the plan) i 
the southeast commer of the om. If the passage alo gave access to room git must have been 
at the corer where the east end of the north wall was ruined quite away; in that case 
the continuation of the passage westward would have formed a recess. 

Room 9, Bess the possible opening in the northeast corner there was a doorway in the 
niddleof the westside Teaing out into the yard; the walls, which had been very badly built 

orginally, were now particlaey ruinous 
Room 10. The north wall rested on the wall of the older room: the east wall was late. 

‘The south wall had almost entirely disappeared, but remains atthe west end pointed to its having 
run along forthe greater part ofthe room's length the west wall was bt very much askew. 
All these late walls were badly biti the photograph on PL 9 can be sen the edges headers 

in the west wal, where broken brick were commonly employed; the wall-facs, however had been 
ovghly plastered and whitewashed. Unser this room was room 9a, a storeroom of the eatly 
house; it had no doorway at the level to wich the walls stood (o.75/m. and Tes). In the mid 
fof the room was a large store-pot with its rim broken away; it was 0.97 m. high and had been 
buried for about half ts height in clean sav; above this level the room sa fll of fallen bricks 
and rubbish on which the later floor was lad. In the pot were emains of palm-leaf matting 

  

  

    

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

    
  

  

  

    
 



35 

  

‘The west wall ofthe room wat aio the outer wall of the older house; outside i, i the yard and 
immediately under the west wall of room 10, was a big earthenware basin with top diameter 

‘0.77 m, bottom diameter o.56 m. and height 0.7 m. The basin was empty and ad een broken 
by the weight of the wall resting om it (we Pl. 9a) 

‘The northwestern rooms of the later hoase ere much rained, and owing to the different 
levels it was not easy to judge of thei original arrangement. Thus fm roam g there was a step 
up into room #2, and from this again four steps led wp towards room #4; but a the northwest 

‘comer ofthis room the remains of te old walls were still standing toa considerable height and 
the floor attached to the south wall was 130m. above that of 12; there must therefore have 
een several more steps which have disappeared. The courtyard that 
lay outside the west wall of house was about on a level with the Noor of 
oom 11 ia houses, which was probably also an open court 

Room 12 may ell have been unrooted. The whole of the west 
wall was destroyed by ‘*sebakh”” diggers, and a few bricks seemed to show 
that another wall had run across t dividing it into two, a northern and 
‘a southern half, and had been similarly destroyed. In the middle of the 
floor space were found two fragments of stone cut on two planes with a 
device of bars and circles (ee cut): theit use is conjectural. A very small estrakon was 
‘also found here 

‘The west wal of 13 showed two periods of building: the ower part of the wall was continued 
through and formed the west wal of room 41 as originally designed. When room 11 was heaped 

‘up with rubbish and the floor level raised so as to un over the top of the older buildings in its 
southwest comer, this wall was dismantled and buried with the rest: so thatthe western Tinite 
‘ofroom 14 init latest period are not ascertained. But room 13 was kept tots original plan and 

Along the ruinsof the older walla new one was built which now stands 0.70 high, But even the 
‘ater ofthese two walls belongs to the late period, and not to that represented by the under 
lying house ga, stil Tes to that of the lower levels of ste 4. The periods of building and of 
rebuilding on the diferent sites are not coincident 

“The doorway of room 13 must have been in the ruined east wall. On the Noor were found 
two ostraka (Pl. 20, Fig. 3) and another inconsierable fragment. 

  

  

    

  

  

   

  

House 6 (se Pl 
‘The southern part of house 6 with its courtyard and outbuildings was superimpoted over 

the ruins of two alder buildings which do not seem to have any’ connection with each other 
in that case the older house 6 a was quite small, consisting of four rooms and a stairease.. The 
Tater houte had a much greater area 

‘Rooms 1,2 and 3 stood apart from the rest ofthe house Here had stood an earlier building 
(rooms A, By and C) whose walls were in part used as foundations for the later work though 
theie lines were not very elotly followed. The diference in depth between the two levels was 
‘about 0.80. The earlier walls were built entizely of large bricks tet as eaders (a feature 
‘only observed upon this part ofthe ste), while the later walls, which were of good constraction, 
Ina alternate headers and stretchers in cach course. At the northeast corner on the top of the 
‘eve wall was a hollow apridal construction, of sx courses of brick stepped outwards at the curved 
‘ast end and perpendicular on the straight west end presumably st was a granary of late 
date, posterior to the destruction of this second period building. Outside the northwest corner 
wasn mud divan,  Tothe east of these rooms stretched a large courtyard belonging to the second 
period only: in its southeast comer was a round hole plastered inside with mad—one of the erade 
‘mud vessels tobe sen in any Nubian courtyard at the preset day: in the northeast was a group 
‘of small magazines (4 and s) approached by a fight of theee steps, and another small magazine 
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vas built just west ofthese aainst the north wall of the courtyard and the commer of the house. 
“The yard wall was of ordinary type (alternate headers and stretchers) but hin and poorly bait: 
the floor was simply a heavy. bed of ashes and house refuse. 

‘Room 1 a lay partly underneath the west part of the courtyard. This was a well-built 
room with adoorsay to the east: in the south and vest wall were niches; the walls 
trereoriginally whitemashed. Inthe north wall two doors led int room 2a and thestairease (3a). 
Fespectively, In the southwest corner of the room were found several pots, including two 
‘ecorated specimens (F v and P xlvii) and a number of plain ones. 

‘Room 6 the saircave (~ 3), seems to have been used equally in both periods. There was 
4 litte cupboard under it, approached from room 7 (=2a), in which were found some small 
Hain pots. The two lower stepson the southside ofthe pillar were ubbshed up in the second 
period, and the ascent then started om the east fight, whose thind step (the highest) gave a 
Iright of 1.10 m. above the lower Noor level. As far as could be made out, room s had been 

rubbished up to @ height of 140m, at which level was laid the floor of the new room 9; this 
floor had disappeared, tit a nex wall had been built parallel with that of the stairwell across 
room 5, leaving a narrow cupboard (2) 0.40 m. wide between, and this later wall, for economy's 
fake, was built with arch foundations, the arches resting on the ruined east and west walls of 
oom $4 and on the wall that ran just west ofthe latter the erown of these arches coincided 
‘vith the apparent floor level ofthe later room. This room 9 was probably entered by a doorway 
(dhrough both walls) in its southwest comer, where the stats would just have reached its 

foo level 
“The only other rooms of the older house were 2a and 4., the latter opening into 5a by 

‘the whole length of its side; the small space west of g was presumably a cupboard, being only 
0.75 m. wide, They presented no particular features of interest. but had all been vaulted. 
Beyond these, along the east wall of house 4, stretched three more rooms, apparently forming 
partof housed; they were much rained, and the only thing of interest discovered wasa fragment 

    

    

  

  

  

  

fof a stone sreen, thus ite extreme measurement was 0.125 

“To the south of house 6 were the emains of several buildings belonging exclusively to the 
carly period. The excavation of these was only pursue far enough to givea reasonable definition 
to the area within which work was confined the walls therefore form no coherent plan. 
‘Room D was ccarly part ofa fine and well-built howse. The whitewashed walls were slid 
preserved neatly to the springers of the vault whose rains eumbered the Noor space: the 

oors were provided with stone threshols, and the outer door had its hingestone still situ; 
{bowl of plain pottery nas the only object discovered in the room. Tn front of this house, £0 

the east, there had been apparently a courtyard, which was covered by a heavy mien deposit 
in this were found an ostrakon (PL. 21, Fig. 5), a scarab (ors). and a green glaze figure of 
Bes (2). South of this area was a wall, apparently that of the courtyard, with a group of 
three low vaulted magazines, the largest having a fight of thre steps inside it 

  

     

  

    

   Howse 7 (se P27) 
‘This was a very small house, containing only four proper rooms and a staircase on each 

for. Judging from the thickness of the walls (080m), it had been of two storeys. In its 
ruined condition the walls towards the centre of the ste stood as high as 1.35 m., while some of 
the outer walle were razed to their foundations. The house was an early one of solid brick 
construction, the walls carefolly mud: plastered and whitewashed, After the destruction of the 
original building there had been a second period of occupation, when most of the original walls
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had been re-used, but the Aoor level considerably raised an 
respects "Room 1 had doorways in the north and cast walls leading to rooms 3 and 2, respectively. 
‘The fist doorway was blocked wp by’ large iregularly constructed bin of mud brick ant daub, 
Anda similar structure stood inthe northeast commer. Both of these belonged tothe later period 
‘of the house; inside they were smoothly lined with mud, and were carried down to the original 

flor level, ut their outsides were eft perfectly rough and had been buried beneath the later 
for level to the height of one metre. In the southwest comer, close to the movdern surface, 
was found a coin of Nero struck at Alexandeiain 654.9. (0403) 

Room 2 had a doorway into room 3, which had been walled up during the later period. 
‘The double bin that stood in it northeast corner was better constructed than most of the later 
‘work, and stood on the orignal floor level, but it was dificult to say to which period it belonged. 

"Room 3 communicated on the east with room 4, and om the south with rooms t and 2.” The 
north wall had been much ruined, but a gap near the west end, where there were no signs of 
tralling at all, must, in the absence of any gate elewhere, show the position of the orginal 
trance tothe house. Against this wall was a mud hearth, rounded insie and heavily burned 
fgainst the south wall, Between the two doors, was a Tong low divan of mad brick. Towards 
the southeast comer ofthe room was a fragment of rowgh and Bimsy walling whose foundations 

twere 060m. above the original floor level; this consistent with the too m. stratum between 
the two flor levels discernible in room 1. In the northwest corner was found a broken mud 
jarcaling stamped with the Christian “labarum” (PI. 15); this belonged to the upper level 
of later cccupation 
‘Room 4, communicating with room 5 and with the staircase. The east wall had been much 

Aestroyed, ad atone point, towards it south end, had been patched with a rough wal, wherein 
twas a course of bricks used as headers on eg i the late Blemyan style. ‘The south wall had 
then entirely razed down to floor level; only the west jamb of the doorway and the width of 
the stairs pointed to its ever having existed 

Room s.‘The staircase. Thi was quite ruined, only the central pillar and the lowest 
step being traceable. It is clear that in the second period the stairs were not used: the later 
floor was laid over the rune ofthe pillir and the wall that divided the statcase fom room 4. 
‘making one room out of the to, 

‘Room 6 was only an open yard, roughly rectangular, having a gateway at its east end. 

the ground-plan altered in some 

  

    
  

  

  

  

      

  

  

  

House 8 (se PIL 19, 29) 
‘The site had passed throwgh three periods, of which the fst and last represent a diferent 

period and a different style in building. The earliest house was solidly buit of mud brick, its 
balls well plastered and whitewashed. At a later time additions and alterations were made, 
the floor level was in some cases at Teast slightly raised, doors were walled up, but the general 
plan remained almost the same; it was a case of repairs rather than of rebuilding. Later again 
this house was largely destroyed: the vaulted roots collapsed, the rooms wer filled with drifted 
Sand, and only some ofthe less battered walls stil protruded above the surface. On this site 
was erected a new builing: the standing walls of the older house were incorporated init, 30 
that where they were could be utilized the plans ae coincident; but where the older ruins had 

been wholly buried the new builders disregarded their postion and thei ines alike and proceeded 
indepenitently. The new building was very different fom its predecessor in having sighter 
walls, less regular in their angles, and ft to support a fat roo! only instead of the barre 
aulting of the older structure; it was a building of a single storey only, roughly finished and 

squalid, an in every way marked the decadence that had set in sice the time when the earlier 
Duilders of Karandg lad the stout walls of their lofty houses, 
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‘The house stood upon the slope, so that the westernmost rooms were upon the solid rock, 
and in consequence hat suflered very greatly, while the lower walls were bit wpon the sand, 
fand bing covered by the drifts, were mich better preserved, 

Rooms + to.7 had no older remains beneath them, 
Room 1 had a doorway in the east wall eading to oom 3; there may well have been a 

doorway in the north wall also, but this was too ruinous to show any traces of one. Tn the 
northeast corer ofthe room was a bin with mad walls, sunken below floor level 

Room 2. All the walls were in a ruinous condition, standing frm o.20 m0 0.40. high, 
and in many places destroyed down to floor level. There may have been a doorway in the 
forth wall, and presumably were others leading to the rooms to the east and south, In the 
west wall had been an entrance door: the wall here had wholly disappeared, but large fat 
Slab of living sandstone had heen smoothed and trimmed to act asa thresholds the line of the 
tall ran flash with its edge 

Rooms 3 and 4 were also t00 ruinous to present any features of interest; the former 
communicated with rooms 1 and 8, the later mast have had a door through into room s. Both 
rooms showed tracts of more than one floor level, but between these there was not more diference 
in height than would be accounted for bya slight repairing, or even by a reasonable period of 
indecent living. 

‘Room § vas a narrow closet in which, at the south end, a large store pot was buried in the 
‘oor apparently up to its rim (both lor level and rim had disappeared). 
Rooms 6 and 7 are two divisions of an open-air yard, with walls party of uncoursed rubble, 

partly of rubble lid in herring-bone fashion, recalling some of the walls of houses in the Romano. 
Nubian settlement opposite alia, 

‘The floor levels of the eastern part of the new house, built over the ol, started 0.60 m, 
below that of rooms 3, 4 and s, and were stepped down again in the more easterly rooms 

‘Room 8. Ail the walls belonged to the alder period. The wpper floor had disappeared 
bout was probably level with that of room 9: a doorway’ to room 3 had been effected through 
the old wall, and there must have been a step or two steps from the threshold tothe floor. The 
oorway into oom r2 had been altered: in the original building the framework had stood in a 
reveal in the eastside of the north jamb and hau been let into a groove eut inthe face of the 
South wall. In the later period the north reveal and the groove were filled up with walling 
that projected to form the jambs of a narrower doorway. The walls had all been plastered 
And whitewashed in the older period, The room was filled up with clean drifted sand in which 
were found two fragments of a Greek ostrakon (Gee p. 4). Aso in this room was found a 
‘carved and toothed sickle-blade like that om the caste (see Pl 15) 

Room 9, All the walls belong tothe fist period and are plastered and whitewashed. They 
stood about 2.00. high from the lowest oor. In the north wall was a doorway apparently 
Tealing outside the house: this in the middle period had been walled up with a fairly well built 
wall the lowest course of which was composed of bricks Inid edgewite as headers; this wall 
‘was not plastered or whitewashed. At the same time a hew floor had heen laid e.30 m, above 
the old. Inthe latest period all the walls were ressed, the north door remained blocked, the 
ld door in the east all was narrowed by having a small block of brickwork built up against 
the face of each jamb; the floor was rated 0.80 m. above that of the middle period. At this 
time the room was used.as a storeroom: lange pots were sunk im the floor; the impression of 
‘one was left in the middle of the oom and another had almost blocked the doorway 

oom 10 was in reality Hitle more than a store place partitioned of fom room #15 i€ ie 
oubttal whether the diving wall ever stood very high above Noor level 

‘Room 11 was a stall room with doorways east anid west leading to rooms x3 and s: the 
latter door, in a wall ruined down to its foundations, was rather problematical, The doorway 

into 13 seems to have heen prolonged into a corridor or passage, the south wall of which was 
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ruined away for the major part of its length 

pot of handmade, hearth-tumed pottery, its rim level with the Moor. ‘The walls were very 
Trinous and originally of the poorest construction, bricks and washaped stones being mixed quite 
indiscriminately; the bricks were small, measuring 0.33 m. by 0.23 m. by 2098 m 

[Below rooms to and r+ and stretching a litle tothe east of them, was a room of the older 
house measuring 210m. by 199m. with a doorway at the cast end ofits north wall. In the 
south wall was a square niche 0,301. high and o.40m. ide. The walls were all whitewashed. 
‘To the north of this room was another, also of the lowest level, and not utilized in the Inter 
building: it had a doorway in its northeast comer lading into another room of the early period 
that underlay the late room 132 these older walls stood as much as 1.00%. and 1.20 m high 
(ee Ph 10) 

Room 12, All the walls were old; as in most other cases, they had not stood very high 
above ground level at the time when the later house came to be built, so were used ess as 

tvalls than as the foundations along which the new walle might run; thus in Pl. 10b, the line of 
demarcation between the old and new work in the north wall of room 12 can plainly be sce: 
the old wall was thicker than the new. it was plastered and whitewashed, whereas the new was 
neither, andthe actual superimposition was clumsily done. In the northeast comer of the 

oom was @ doorway, and there were two doorways in the west wall giving access to 
the (early) rooms 8 and 9; betsrcen these two doors was an arched niche 0.65 m. above the floor, 
f.s0m, wide and 0.55 m. high, In the latter room the two westem doorways had been narrowed 
land ancther doorway had been made in the middle of the eastern wall; the foor was raised 

‘reo m., and in the middle of i was embedded a very large pot. 
Room 13 was L-shaped, the foot of the L being a small, partly walled-in recess in which 

stood a black handmade globular pot buried up to its rim in the floor. There was presumably 
‘doorway into the passage part of room 12, where the wall was broken altogether asray, All 
‘the walls except the south wall, which was built over the old work, were oughly constructed of, 
mixed bricks and broken stones 

“The old room snderlyng this has been already noticed. Outside it, against the face of the 
cast wall, had been built a slight courtyard wall of brick, containing a course of headers on 
fcige, This belonged to the middle perio, when the house underwent various minor alterations. 
[At the same time the threshold of the door in the northeast commer of this old room had been 
raised by a course of rough stone slabs laid slantwise on edge 

Room 14 sas an open courtyard used in all three periods. The second floor is 6.20 m 
and the third 073 m. above the first. There seems also to have been another at a height of 
{iro m., almost level with the flor of room 12, but this had been of poor construction and was 
almost entirely broken away; probably it belonged to a Coptic settlement. The eatiest court 
had had a doorway atthe west end of the south wall and another in the northwest corner. Ta the 
‘middle period the former of these doorways had been blocked up altogether and a projecting 
jamb had been added to the south side of the later, the threshold being raised at the same 
‘ime, and the east wall of the court was repaired with a wall in which bricks st edgewise as 
Ineaders oocur. Later the threshold ofthe northwest doorway was aguin raised to meet the new 
floor level; and Gnally in the latest period the doorway was blocked altogether. In the 
photograph on PL 10 a,the blocking of the south doorway'is clearly seen, the space below the 
later brickwork showing the rise in floor level that had occurred before the change was made 
mn the court were found fragments of a large handmade terracotta chest, rudely painted in| 

red on a pink sip with a design in sehich the eros is the chet motive (Pl. 13); fragments of a 
number of large handmade jas and of some of form F xi, a fragment of a small vesel of 
nilleforiglase and part of painted saucer of regular Coptic style resembling that from 
house 9 (Pl 13) 
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This small house diferd very greatly fom all the others excavated. The plan was wholly 
different, having a certain resemblance to that of a Coptic church, though varying from that ia 
tesential detail, the method of construction too vas diferent, for whereas mud brick was 
practically the only material used on other sites, hee the majority of the walls were built of 
fandstone rubble plastered with mud and whitewashed. The objects found inthe house showed 

that at one time at lasts had been occupied by a Christian folk; how much oft any, dates 
back to an earlier period it was impossible to say. The building stood directly on the bare 
rock, and thus, since there was no risk of the site being sanded up, there was no chance of 
ratification, however many’ times it may have been occupied, The whitewashed walls had 
in some eases been replastered with a rougher contig of plain mud; there were therefore two 
sages of occupation, even though the interval betmeen them may have been of the shortest, 
the bulk of the pottery found was of the regular Blemyan type, and this may mean that the 
house as it stands was of Blemyan, perhaps Inte Blemyan, origin, though of unusual type, and 
that the sulsequent Christian occupation was short and did little to modify the building. The 
South wall stood as high as «som. ‘The weathering had destroyed the mu plaster where this 
twas exposed and had lad bare the rubble structure of the wall (Pl.r1); the north and east 
‘outer walls had suffered greatly 

‘Room 1 had an entrance in its southwest comer and gave access through two doors to 
room 2 and though one to room 4. The northwest angle was partitioned of by a Tow, rough, 
‘curved screen of mud as if fora bin, or to keepin place some large receptacle. ‘The north and 
west walls were of mud brick, the rest of rutble. The floor was of mud 

‘Room 2. Opposite the two doors from room 1 were two others on the east side communi: 
cating with the stairease and with room g: at the north end was a screen wall of mud brick, 
Teaving in the centre a very wide doorway into room 3. In the northeast corner was a small 

rectangular enclosure witha low mud wal, the remains of bin or box: in the northwest corner, 
‘etween the doorway into room + and the sreen wall, was a solid Block of brickwork consisting 
fof three steps, the topmost narrower than the others: it seemed to be not one of the open-air 
Staircases found, gn house 2, but rather a stepped seat or base for some object 

‘The floor ofthe room was made of ine large sandstone flags, well laid and to all appearances 
not covered with mud; the walls, of rubble plastered with mud, had been whitewashed, and 
the whitewash covered with a later coarke miud-endering. On the floor was found a broke 
nillefiore bead. 

‘Room 3._ Entered from room 2and leading to room 4, As in oom 2 the ealier whitewash 
‘of the walls had been covered swith a later plastering. ‘The floor was of mud. On the west 
Site of the room were found fragments from two large store-pots of handmade, hearth-burned 
pottery with ereamy-pink surlace whereon was a rough design in red paint, and of a large 
‘lay chest similar to that shosen on Plots: it was handmade and hearth-burned, the painting 
wwas red on a lightyellowish surface, and represented fish. The chest must once have had 

id which was missing 
Room 4 may have been an open court, The outer walls are wholly ruined away. 
Room § The oster wall, much ruined, was so thin and of such poor constriction as 

that it had had at best but a Mat roof instead of a vault. It was entered only from 
Room 6, also much ruined, contained the staircase, which, judging from the small size of 

its central pill. can only have le toa single upper Noor. ere was found a saucer of regular 
Coptic ware, with a design in brown paint on a smooth white surface (PL 43) 
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In-was to be expected that there should be some difleence between the pottery found in Tomb and 
the tombs and that from the houses inthe ton. Tomb pottery in Egypt i wally off 
kind than was common in domestic use, and this is a true at Karandg as at other paces. The 
similarity was sient to eatabah the ientty of civilization and custom, i was impossible 
from the broken fragments in the houses to identity every form fownd nthe graves, but at 
least every class of ware found in the cemetery was represented on the town site. Painted 
pottery was les in proportion to other wares, which was precisely the pont to be expected; 
bout every kind of painted ware was found. The diference between the sites was that fro 
‘the houses came types of pottery which either didnot occur at all the graves or were there 
relatively less common, Rough handmade pots undecorated or decorated only with rude 
incised lines, pots used for coking or such household purposes, and great storejars, Handmade 
and barat in the open hearth, were common in the houses and rarely Hf ever were deposited in 
the tombs. Besides these the town buildings produced a great number of wheelmade 
‘undecorated bowls such as were used for domestic purposes and were not considered proper 
funeral offerings, These two classes together forme, naturally, quite a large proportion of 
the pottery foun on the townsite, and constitute the main dflerence between ft andthe graves 
‘Of the types most common i the graves, shape Fi was unusual nthe town, or eles fragments 
‘oul not easly be identified; F iv was very common both in the plan andthe painted ware 
F aii was one of the most dsual forms, and so were F xlvi, xiv andthe allied shapes: 
was fairy well represented: F xxxit was comparatively rare, as was Fix, one of the commonest 
rave types: F xvii was abo not very common; of the new shapes peculiar to the ton site, 
Fiaxail to F exxvi were represented by very umerous examples shoving many alight 
divergences fom tp 

Te must be remembcred that only avery small pat of the town was worked, and the conclsions 
reached as to the proportionate representation of types—as well as other concsions—are 
tentative only, and subject to correction; thas houses and prodiced a far greater amount 

of painted pottery than did houses 2 oro, and further excavation might upset any theory based 
fn the mere number of specimens found. In fact, the result arsived at Seno more than thi 
‘that in the town the tom pottery is wel and fairy uniformly represented, tit the different 
conditions naturally account for the larger proportion of useful as opposed to decorative potery 
find for the existence of a lange amount of domestic ware that was not used as funeral foritre 
‘There is no doubt that the people ofthe town and those ofthe cemetery aze the same, Dut they 
‘sed things in thei houses which they i not pst, or pt rarely. in their ttn 

‘Numerousas the graves near Anibch were and fongas was the period which they represented, Chronlg 
no evidence could be adduced for their comparative dating: and the arent mass of pottery found te 

in them did not help in this espect; nothing like a sequence relatively chronologkcal could be 
devised fom it. In the town site conditions were more favorable. During the existence of 
the town buildings mere destroyed or fell into disrepair and were covered up by later buildings 
Ielow the level of whose floors the older structures, buried in ther omn rubbish, still stood 
‘often to. considerable height. Where the flors ofthe later houses were intact it was obvious 
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2 KARANOG, THE TOW) 
that the objects found below them would be, upon the whole ealier than those found above: 
fon the other hand, st had to be remembered that the iterval of time between the fll of one 
house and the building of another above it might be very’ small, a that such vicinsitudes were 
not necessarily contemporary upon different house sites: the top level on one might be no later 
‘than a stratum next door which underlay the unbroken flooring of another house: and this 
boeing s0, not only was it perilous to argue fom one site to another, but there was no saying 
that pottery found above the intact floor of one building had not got there from the ruins of & 
building close by which was actually earlier though less deeply buried than its neighbour. Each 
site had therefore to be taken by itself, and then could only be adduced in evidence i the upper 
oorevels were really unbroken. When once these were broken, infitration might always 
confuse argument; and without unbroken floors the argument from mere stratification and 
‘depth of burial could not stand for a moment. The pottery from above and flow each intact 
oor had to be compared, that which was common to both strata eliminated, and the result 
compared with that from other sites; very often these reults were contradictory, and in any 
cite they are likely to be weakened or upact by further research, But atthe best they are very 
‘small. The Nubian has always been conservative, and the lapse of some four hundred Years is 
‘ot likey to find much change in him: indeed the dificulty with Nubian pottery is more often 
to arrive within a thousand years of the truth 

Te would certainly appear that the painted pottery with foral, animal or conventional 
designs, which we may call characterstically Blemyan, ran through the whole period of their 
‘occupation of the country. Tt occurred uniformly sn the graves, and is found in the town at 

the highest as well as at the lowest levels. In the later period, however, it docs seem to Reow 
Jess common; on the upper floor level it figures in smaller proportions and isto a large extent 
‘ousted by the plain wares in which open bow shapes and ribbed fabrics predominate. The 
bing of pots is by ao means necessary late; thus {rom the presumably’ easly grave G 487 
Wwe have the closely ribbed form F xxxii; and ribbed household pots are not uncommon ia the 
Aeeper house-sites: but on the surface, and above top floorleves, the amount of ribbed ware 
is vastly greater and the shapes to which ribbing is applied are clearly much more numerous, 
even though they cannot all be ascertained. pot cannot, because ribbed, be assigned to a 
late date; but nbbing is more characteristic ofa late date than of an eal 

One fabric is found at Karanbg, as on the town site at Shabldl, which does not appear in 
the tombs. This i a white-faced ware with a very hard, smooth and slightly lustrous surface 
‘ety different from the rather meal surface ofthe white faced vessel (mostly F xvii and xix), 
‘which were found in the cemeteries. Pots ofthis fabric are rather thick and clumsy; the clay, 
hhowever—a red lay—is well levigated and hard; the white is either a dead white or takes in 
patches a slight orange shade, which brings the ware into relation with the siiaely hardfaced, 
‘cream-colored or lemon-coloured ware of Coptic sites. Not infrequently the surface is decorated 
vith «large and careless eros hatching in red. This fabric occurs only in the upper levels, 
tbat that itis not due only to subsequent cecupation of the site by Coptic settlers is shown by 
the fact ofa pivce being found below the unbroken floor of the yand of KH 4, within the walls 
of the earlier underiying house, Probably it belongs to the laest period that of transition from 
the Blemyan to the Coptic 

Coarse linear orrament. though naturally found on common pots of all periods, is very 
usual in what we must rogard asthe later wares, Thus in the upper house-levels were fourd 
imumerous exansples of F li and Wii of a dark red haematitie ware: but instead of the black 
Aoral decoration of the tomb specimens, these always had below the rim ether diagonal stripes 
arranged in groups of two or thre or else lose fetoons in black and yellowish-white paint, 
In late undecorated vesels of red haematitic ware the rim is oceasionaly accentuated by a dull 
Tine of blue-black matt colour 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     
  

      

  

  

 



THE POTTERY 48 
Also confined to the top levels is a ware, mostly sed for fat bowls, though sometimes for Lat and 

deeper vessels, with a bright emon-coloured surface, hard but more grain than that of the 
white ware alrady mentioned, of which it might otherwise be regarded as a variant. The 
fabric s not to be distinguished from that common on early Coptic sites. The bows, in which 
itis most usual, have sometimes a plan fat edge like a modern dinner plate, sometimes a deeply 
grooved edge with pendulous outer flange like the Roman mortaria (sce F Ixxxi, Deis) in 
these bows the yellow surface is usually confined tothe inner face, the outer either being of the 

in ely or having a brown wash, but in some cates the yellow is onthe outside and the inside 
‘white. Its to be noticed that whereas an orange tint isnot uncommon on the painted pottery 

‘more typical of the early period, and this sems to have for its base a re colour, the late yellow 
has for its base a white, and yellow and white fade imperceptibly into each other. The diference 

‘quite marked when two pieces of the respective wares are set side by side. Moreover, the 
late yellow colour is im many cases less homogeneous withthe clay it covers: it Nakes off ike 

A slip and is quite opaque. In one late mottled orange fragment a red had been thinly washed 
fver a white ship and apparently ra ‘of the Temon-coloured wares seem to 
be similarly prepared witha yelloe wash over the wet white lip, but the change of surface colour 
may be de to the burishing process and the firing rather than to an actual application of 
Colour. This yllowish-white paint is also much wsed for decoration on a red ground;_thus it 
fs common on vessels of shapes F li, Ii, and on a late fragment from KH 46 occurs in spots 
Punctuating a black reticulated pattern on red. It does not. however, entirely oust white 
paint in decoration, Thus from K It 8 came a very dark red burnished pot with a necklace 
Ua of short vertical stripes in matt white; and a fragment of Fxivii also from KIL 4 6, has 
‘white ground covered with a reticulated pattern in broad red lines. Decoration in colour 
fon a white ground runs right through the period; certainly i is very common in the early period, 
Dat in the later als, inspite ofthe general tendency to simplify, we find fragments ofan elaborate 
Aesign (P v) of axps and winged Knots in Back and red on a white ground; of a cup (P xlvi), 
‘white with a broad purple band whereon deliate trefoil buds; a saucer (F xix) scen from inside 
‘with its mealy white surface, red vim and two narrow red bands, would seem too to cary on the 
carly tradition, though its hard lemon-coloured outer surface links it on to the later levels in 
which it was found. In fact, painted pottery survived in later Blemyan days and is not to be 
‘istingushed from its forerunners; but itis less common than formerly. A pot (F ¥) with a 
very bold grapecluster and tendril design with running cteles above, done in black, purplish: 
fed and thin yellowish-white on a reddish haematite ground belonged actually to the later but 
typologically to the earlier time: a similar pot with lonenges alternately rel and black-hatched 
fon a lemon-eoloured ground though not without parallels from the tombs which one would 
be inclined to put down to an earlier date also Belongs to-and agrees tolerably well with— 

the later. 
“The plain festoon design has Deen mentioned as being common on late Flt pots: iti not 

confined fo this shape, For instance, i occurs in red on the white inner face of a shallow flanged 
“mortarium’ bowl (FIxexii): in pueplish-black on red (associate here with a dark rim-band) 

‘ona wide-mouthed pot ofa type not met with in the tombs, (im-section D)- and upon a fragment 
‘ofa ribbed pot with rosette omamentinrlief, As it also oecurs commonly upon Coptic pottery 
‘we must take it to bea transition motive, though the finding of one F Ii specimen (Black and 
white festoons) underneath the Intest foo level of site KH 4 shoves that its development falls 
‘wel within the Blemyan period 

fost of these chronological criteria are deduced from very scanty evidence: there is, 
hhomever, one development of the potter's art and the fashions of it whichis thoroughly well 
‘established, and this the prevalence in the latest period of the rosette omament in reli 
After the vessel is complete Hitle lumps of clay are pressed onto the surface, at regula interval 

  

   

    

        

    
  

    

  

  

  

    
         

rye



‘Somes 

Hontmose 

ew Petry 

4 KARANOG, THE TOW? 

  

ound the Fim, and these are stamped with adie inthe form ofa rosette. Quantities of fragments 
‘thus ornamented were found, and in view oftheir number it was worth noticing thatthe varieties 
fof stamps are very few: the impressions are rough and the patterns not always distinguishable; 
‘bat only two or three diferent dies could be detected; this is perhaps an argument for a local 
pottery’ manufacturer, or for ‘importation fom a single centre of produce, as well as 

fora comparatively short life-time forthe particular ware, The vessels seem asa rule to be bowls 
for wide-mouthed jars, and the majority of them are deeply ribbed another characteristic of the 
Tater pottery: in one cate the rosette in elie is asociated with inpresed ornament. Impressed 
or stamped omament as such cannot be assigned to one rather than to another period, thou 

the pottery on which it occurs soften more of an early type, such asthe mealy-faced thin white 
cups of F alii, c.g, 8669 Gv. Pl 87): an example with stamped snakes between red painted 
Danas (a common device, Nos. 8672 Gv. PL 88), 9059, ec), was found in the lowest levels of 
KH 4 under unbroken Moors: on the other hand, the instance quoted with relict rosettes, and 
a lemon-coloured fragment with stamped concentric circles and a fragment ofa bow! with plain 
ftamips arranged in igzags, like the frst but. lacking rosettes in relief, both found above 
the latest (intact) lor level on the same house site, would show that the fashion lasted a long 
while In contrast to this isan early fragment (KH 5,7) having a band of herring-bone incised 
pattern, deeply eut with a metal kaif inthe wet lay 

(Of handmade pottery most was rough and did ot lend itself to classification, Very 
‘common throughout, and not last so in the latest period, isthe squat jar (F ) with a lightly 
fentled rim, of rough ilblevigated black clay, burned in the open fire, often with some rude 
Aecoration, such asa pair of hatched teiangles, incised upon the shoulder. These pots are not 
bumished, A curious fragment, late, was that of @ shallow bow! moulded inside a basket 
according to the modem Nubian fashion the inside back and slightly burnished, the outs 
rough and showing all the pattern of the basket. The finer black wares in the house sites as in 
the tombs were rate: when they could be dated at all they were carly, but there were t00 
‘many undateabe specimens for this to be consilered a rule. Frum ste KH g came a fragment 
(PL 43) showing a gazelle in punctured work: from alow level in K Hg came a bold and 
interesting linear design (DI. 13) and a rougher example of a cross-hatched band. while the 
Same site produced a late example of well-burnished undecorated black ware. In contrast to 
this hand-done incision is the “engine turned” ornament of some of the red pottery whi 
judging from analogy, must be late; for in Coptic, as in the modern Aswin and Acsiut pottery 
this “Iathe-turned" or “engineturned” ornament is very common 

On Plate 14 iscontinued the index of Blemyan pottery forms, of which the fst sixty-nine 
‘numbers sere figured in vl. iv. Nos Ix, Ix, xi, Ex ane from Halla and were found in 
raves ofthe New Empire ressed in Romano-Nubian times: 

  

  

   

  

     
  

  

  

    

  

  

  

P tex, Plain red clay, height 0.29. m. It 4; also a broken example from Hs. 
  

    

  

  

Fllaxi, Ochrous brown surface with brown spot-wreath on shoulder. Broken He. 
Plax, Light pinkish-drab clay, haematite wash, height o.145 War. 
Plax, Bowl with small tubular handle, plain red clay with haematite wash, 

‘unburnished. ‘The remaining forms are from the town ste of Karan. He 
F lexiv. A tall ylindrical stand of rough red are, height 0.39 m. Hoase 
Planv. A squat ringstand of rough red. ware, height 0.11 m, diameter 0.20 m, 

‘at base, Fragment Howse s 
P lexvi, Dark brownish-red ware with haematite surface of the same colour, finely 

burnished. “Height 0.098 m. Howse 4 
F texvit, Rough red clay with haematite surface, unburnished, height 0.26 m, 9117. House § 
F texvil. Strainer of very fine white ware, smooth white surface with reddish-brown 

spot-ereath below rim, Pragments ony. House 2
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F txxix, Plain red ware, unburnished, with small whit circles below rim. Fragments 

nly. House 2 
Tm the same house were found fragments of a similar spouted bowl, with 

fiat rim, of red ware covered with ercam-coloured sip on which was bold 
treload sreath in red and purple 

F xxx, Small bowl of fine light-coloured clay. painted with bands of red and black 
‘The wall very thin and skilfully turned base missing. Hight eo. m. House 4 

F xsi, Plain red ware with haematite surface unurnished, the suriace rather soft 
‘and decayed. Lathe grooves round rim. The shape resembles clouly one of 
the common trra sgilata types. Height 0.05 House 

F lxxxi. Flat bowl ikea mortar; rather rough plain rel clay. Height 0.15 m. 
diameter o 38 m, House 2 

F lxexit. Bow, lke a mortarium, of reddish clay sith buff surface: outside plain 
inside, the rim and a row of festoons with band below coloured red. A late 

  

    

  

  

example. Height 0103 m, diameter 0.22 m House 7 
F bxexiv. Fine pink clay with haematite wash, burnished, Height o.o52 m. diameter 

ox6m, Hibase 7 
From the samme house site came two rather coarse variants of the type 

with mote perpendicular walls. 
Fixcavi, Fine red ware with haematite surface well burnished. Height 0.035 m. 

ameter 0.15, House 8. 
  

Fragments of bowls and other open vessels were very numerous but the types could not be 
Aefnitely ascertained. The thece rims, A, BC, drasen a the fot ofthe form index show some 
ofthe commonest forms. Awasof plain rd:brown ware; Hof ight red ware with darker brownish 
surface and yellonish-white festoons painted below the rim; C was of plan red ware. The last 
rim-setion, D, came from a very large pot of rough red ware witha litle festoon pattern round 
the rim, below which was a hand of pinched ornament in rele. 
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CHAPTER VI 

(a) DECORATIVE STONEWORK 

  

Urox almost every Blemyan site that we have visited we have found fragments of screens 
for windows of carved Sandstone. At Karanog only four pieces were turned up: in the castle 
(oom 8) a small fragment of a twining stalk from a floral design and (oom 7) a lotus Rowers 
in house # the lotus flower figured on PL. 17 and in house 4 another small floral piece. But 
‘though the town produced so litle of this nature, that tle cannot adequately be illustrated 
without reference to the richer finds from other places, and therefore it seems best to push 
here all that we have ofthis characteristically Blemyan work from whatever site it comes. 

The b rerto were found in and about a small Blemyan chapel built on a 
hill near “Buhen,"* ch. vi): the fragments were scattered far and wide over 
the steep slopes of the hil as fin consequence of some deliberate act of destruction; they had in 
many cases suffered severely fom the weather, and the pieces that survived, mimerous though 
they were, did not suffice, unfortunately, to show with any certainty what the orginal design 
had heen. ‘Two if not three screens are represented; in two of them the principal motive was 
‘gryphons’ heads with long straight necks (the bodies are lost), while numerous fora fragments 
chiefly of the conventionalized Totus type may have been in combination vwith these, or may 

have been confined to a separate panel \ number of uracus snakes probably belong with the 
oral clement: foot, a leg, and @ hand holding a staff show that the human figure was also 
introduced. Each screen was cut out of a single slab of sandstone, and formed a rectangle, 
considerably higher than it was wile (probably 08m. by o.s¢m), divided by horizontal bars 
into zones 0.20 m. high, wherein apparently the same design was repeated, The original slab 
was eight centimetres thick and the solid frame stood ost only about thece millimetres above 
the plane of the decorated fed, but the latter sas cat hack bekind so that the fret-work had a 
depth of four of four anda half centimetres only. The cutting seoms to have heen done with a 
Saw and is ata perfect right angle to the plane of the surface. ‘The actual eutting out of the 

acery is very fine, some of the stalks and tendrils of the floriate work bring no more than four 
of five millimetres wide, which consiering the nature of the sandstone employed isa considerable 

technical achievement, andthe points of attachment and support scem to have been remarkably 
few; the delicacy thus obtained va heightened by the surface-carving of detail andthe rounding 
of of edges, which removed any impression of flatness and emphasized the fineness of the lines. 
Sometimes by cutting down the surface the actual plane i altered and a further appearance of 
roundness is given as the minor twigs and tendeils recede behind the more important features 
fof the desig. Naturally the finer tracery’ has suffered most {rom the wanton destrction and 
the weather to which all has been exposed, but the comparatively large fragment of a curving 
Totus-stem in the lower righthand comer of PL 16, shows how fine was the drasring and how 
skifl the cutting ofthe stone. The gryphon screens were by reason of thee subject somewhat 
heavier in treatment than the floral one (supposing that to have Deen distinct from therm), but 
ave more scope for surface modelling, which is quite well executed #0 far as the heads are 
concerned: it is a pity that the total disappearance of the bodies makes it impossible to 
realize the original appearance ofthe screen, 

wo) 

  

  

   
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     
    

    
  

 



DECORATIVE STON! 

  

WORK 47 

  

A number of fragments from Faras show a heavy but impressive design of highly Examples 
conventionalized lotus flowers (Pl 17). Here too recuts the same gryphons’ head motive tht fom Fara 
swe have met at Halfa: another fragment gives the figure of the ion headed god. Arsenuphi 
[small piece was picked up at Gebel Adda, 

‘The only Egyptian parallel fr these tracery stone sereens is given by a tracery window of 
RRameses III from Medinet Habu; but this i an isolated example, rhich neither for date nor 
for workmanship can be brought into comparison with the Blemyan sereens. The latter must 
rather be considered a purely Meroitic development which flourished in Nubia during the 
[Blemyan period; and the give further evidence ofthe heights which in various arts were attained 
by thie desert people. ‘The little sandstone capital lstrated on Pl #7 comes not from a soreen bt fom a Hine, Capital fom 

8 is shown by the preciely similar but more complete piece found at Faras. The cornice 70" 
in thie i supported by a capital at either end and along it rans a row of uracus snakes; i the 

‘entre isthe sun's dsc Hanke by uraci. A Kate found in the Karan cemetery, coming from 
‘one ofthe “approaches” or miniature chapels attached to the superstractares ofthe tombs, has 

the same uraeus-lanked disc carved upon it in reie, and upon another lintel, also feom the 
cemetery, there are faint traces ofthe same device executed paint. This might be taken as a 

ink consecting with the Blemyan period proper the gateray an the stone temple of Kase Tbeim 
where the disc with its supporting snakes forms the only decoration. The capitals from Faras 
‘and Karany are aa highly developed type closely resembling some of the latest work at Phila, 
‘at Kalabsheh, atthe temple of Dendér built by Augustus, and in the Meroitc temple at Nag 
Where aso is the line of turaeus snakes that appears on the Faras lintel. a all these is elearly 
‘event the debt to Greek art, whose importance has alzcady been remarked upon in dealing with 
Blemyan pottery. During the more peaceful Ptolemaic period architectural decoration i the 
north and in the south of the Nie valley developed uniformly, subject as it was to the same 
Greck influence working upon the common inheritance of Egyptian models. After that period, 
‘when connection between the two countries was severed, the style was in each stereotyped 
‘enough to endure, oF if it progressed to progress along much the same lines, we ate thereore 
‘ot justified in supposing that because a building in Nubia or inthe Sudin resembles one of 
Roman date ia oman Bgypt i isan imitation of it, influenced by i, or subsequent to it in 
date, 

  

   
  

     
  

  

  

 



48 KARANOG, THE TOWN 

(®) OSTRAKA 
‘Thirty-three ostraka were found, of which the majority were very fragmentary, containing 

‘only two or three characters apiece. They were generally written pon pieces of amphorae 
(xi) whose smooth surface is better adapted to writing than are the rougher native wares; the 

ink s sometimes black, sometimes white. Hand copies ofall the more important specimens have 
kindly been made for mety Me. FLL Gritith and are published on Plates 18-20. The description 
of these is as follows: 

  

  
  

  

  

Plate 18. Fig. x. Writen in white ink on a red shee Kiba. 
Fig. 2. Written in black ink ona red shed, Kia 
Fig. 5. Weitten i black ink on a red sherd; the writing obscure Kia oe 

  

  

  

  

    

  

Plate 19, Written in white ink on a red sherd: the left-hand ends of the Hines 
‘are probably broken away, the right-hand ends are comple Kiss 

Plate 20. Fig. Aland B Red sherd inscribed on both sides in black ink Fig. 2. Written in black ink om a fragment of yellowish amphora 
complete K Hao 
‘Aland B, Red sherd inscribed on both sides Black nk Kis.15. 

Fig. 4. Written in white inkon a red sherd KHas, 
Fig. §. Nand B, Red sherd inscribed on both sides in white ink: in 

the upper line of the reverse (B) one letter seems to he missing 
at the right-hand end, South of KH 6, 

Fig. 6. Written in black ink om a rod sherds the rg 
the lines appear to be complete. 

Fig. 7. Written in black on a red sherd complete 
    hand ends of 
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