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PREFACE

Tuis volume is the fifth of a series which will record the results of explorations in Egypt.
planned and financed by Mr. Eckley B. Coxe, Jr., of Philadelphia. By an agrecment made with
the University of Pennsylvania, tn January, 1907, the expeditions are to be conducted on behalf
of the University, and the antiguities ebiained will be presented to the University Museum .

Dr. . Randall-MacIver and the present writer, as curator and assistant curator of the
Egypuaan department of e museum, have been charged with the duty of conducting the exeava-
tions and publislang the rezults. Thiz volume, describing the Blemvan town of Karanig, stands
in close relation to the two preceding volumes that dealt with the cometery attached to the
town, and to volume vim which the epigraphical material iz published by Me. F. LL Griffith
of Oxford.  The four volumes bearning the commen name of Karandge will form a complete record
of the results obiained by the expedition fromm the first Blemyan site to be excavated, and will
serve a5 a basis for the material lnztory of that peosple.

The writer wishes to record his thanks to Dre. D Randall-Maclver for assistance both on
the spot and in the revising of M55 and iz gratitude to Mr. Eckiey B. Coxe for his personal

interest in the work as well as for the generosity that ornginated it

C. L. W
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CHAPTER I

GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Ix volumes il and iv of this series are deseribed the results obtained from the exenvation of a
Iargr.- cemetery I}'ing & little north of the modern vi“:‘-gu ol Anibeh i lower Nubar, and reasons
are given for supposing this cemetery to have belonged to the little known Blemyan peaple who
between the first and sixth centuries of the Christian era imhabited this region. It was tolerably
clear that of the Blemvan towns in the neighbourhood, that which the modern natives know as
Karanbg stood in closest relation to the graves, and the name was therefore applicd to those
volumes of the series that deal with this Romano- Nubian civilization.  The contents of the graves
alone, rich and varied as they were, did not illusirate fully encugh the Blemyan culture as a
whole, and to complete even a preliminary study of the people it was necessary 1o do some work
upon & town site belonging fo them: Karandg, in view of its connection with the cemetery, was
clearly indicated as the proper site for such work, and therefore in the winter of 190g-1910, while
the main forces of the expedition were engaged at Halia, the writer was employed at Karandg in
such digring as was necessary for the results that might be expected. It was not to be hoped that
the town site would prove at all rich in museuwm specimens, of which the geaves had already
vielded an abundance; its object was rather the study of house plans and constructional features,
the collection of chronological data, which were conspicuously absent from the tombs, and the
finding of further material for the elucidation of the language.

Karandyg, the House of Kara, stands on a bow tongue of rock that runs down towards the river,
a little distance south of the village of Tomis, At the norch end of Toméis village, on a similar
but loftser and more precipitous spur, stand the ruinz of Sheikh Daoud, which modern peographers
have dentificd, porbaps rightly, with the fortress of Begrash whose name appears both in the
writings of the medizval Arab histonians and on inseribed offering-tables from the Blemyan
cemetery at Karandg, Between the two foriresses. in front of the modern village, stretches one
of the most fortile reaches of lower Nulda, whose broad belt of feathery palms has inclined us to
identify Shokh Daoud with the Phoinikon of Olympiodorus. Facing this rich demilune lies
an equally fertile 1sland, Gezired Tomis; but it is more than possible that in the Romano-Nubian
pericel the wsland formed part of the western bank, which with this addition would certainly have
been the largest cultivated area in the region.  Some yvears ago the channel on the west of the
island was alone mavigabde in the summer season; now it is being silted up and in summer is
practically dry, while the altered current iz carrving away more and mere of the castern part of
the islapd and decpening at the same time the eastern chanmel, so that in & few years” time the
disteict sy liave recovered the aspect which it presented fifteen bundred yedrs ago.  Simalarly
the bank on which stood the town of Karanig has been to no small extent eroded by the stream,
and here Loo it i3 not i.n!ll:-n:ltu.hll: that the now shallow channel on the east side of the sland of
Geziret Ibrim, whose northern end lies just over agamst the castle of Kamndg, was once the true
river bed and that the island was :llt:lcllmi L 'I.!ll,- wiieslern hqul:. Ewn a% I:'|:|'|r|g: e tl:r-dal.y. 1l
strategic value of the three Blemyan strongholds, Sheikh Diowd, Karanog, and Kase Tbrim, is
very abvious; it woulid be vastly enhanced did the two islasids form part of the west bank. In
that case the cultivated area that now corrcspomds to Tomiis, but so greatly widened, would
have been held at either extremity of its are by the fortresses of Sheikh Daoud and Karandg:
southwards from the latter would have stretched a broad band of fertile country, now represented
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2 KARANOG, THE TOWN

Thrdn:j'.;.'nulr}' h].' the 2land and the western channe] of the Nile, whiclh would have jmm,:t! an to the rch and

broad casis stretching out around and behind Anibeh.  Where this dwindles away to desert on the
south the great spur whereon Kasr Ibhrim was built juts out upon the narrowed river and commanids
at once Anibeh and the belt of palms that fringes the eastern shore; the chain of forts iz carefully
chosen to safeguard the whole fourteen mile tract of the most valuabile land in Nubda, ©On P10
are shown the views obiained by one who stands by the castle of Karandg and looks first down
and then up the river.  In the first photograph the palm grove hides the mins of Sheikh Daowd
in the distance, but its position can be guessed at the far end of the fertile stretch that contrasts
=0 stromely with the barren aspect of the cast bank; thus seen, the istand of Tomds sinks into the
main land, the western channel disappears from sight, and the view is much what we may suppose
it 10 have been in Roman times.  In the second view the rich island of Geziret 1brim lies on the
left; in the distance the Nile broadens out 1o enclose the wide zand banks of Abu Ras, doubiless
at one time part of the island of Ibrim from which its northern end, sparsely overgrown with
thorn scrub and brightened by a few patches of comn, is only divided by a narrow channel. Seen
thus from Karaniyg, this reach of the river looks like a great oval lake with the island in its midse;
om the honzon can be soen three precipitous spurs that rise sheer from the water, and on the central
spur stands Kasr Ibrim. On Pl 2, Fig. a. can be seen the view from Hasr Ibrim, looking north
and west,  Karanbdg from here is but a spot hardly to be distinguished in the distance, though
at one time its huddled group of high whitewashed houses must have been visible enough; on
the western bank are the cornficlds and groves of Anibeh and behind these the once fertile bt
now neglected plain streiches bare to the few palms and durre-patches that form a tiny oasis
on the skirts of the true desert.  Tooday it may seem a somewhat barren country to have been
so claborately defended, But in the old conditions of wider ficlds better tilled it must have been a
veritable Land of Promise for the wandering tribe that came from the deserts of the southeast to
find its inheritance upon the Nile.

The work carmied out last winter at the town of Karanig did not in any degree exhaust the
site,  The castle, the most prominent building, indeed the only one that still stood above the
drifted sand, was cleared and examined, and & small number of houses were excavated. In order
to obstain from this limited amount of work a fair idea of the whole site, the houses chosen were
the only one that lay between the castle and the river, forming the northern limit of the town,
the isolated row built upon the higher rock plateau that bounds the town upon the west, a small
proup at the southwest corner, and three connected howsces in the heart of the town not far from
the river bank. A comparison of the results from all these brings out clearly certain points.
There were two main periods of building, characterized by very distinct styles of architecture.
In the carlicr the brickwork was gpood and solid. the smooth whitewashed walls supported barrel
vaults above which rose a second and sometimes a third storey reached by winding brick stairs.
The rooms were built round or upon open court yards; the ground plans were regular, the main
lines of the building truly laid down, and the details of good construection, bonding, ete., carcfully
ohserved,  In the later period fiat roofs of mud laid over rafters and palm-leaf mats took the place
of the old vaults, the plans were straggling and incoherent, the walls flimsy and all built.  The
houses of the early period were uniform and probably contemporary, but the peniods of repair
and of rebuilding were maturally different upon different sites and could not be synchronised,
and here too additions and alterations made at different dates confused the evidence for the later
stagres even of & single house, [t §5 not easy to see to what cvent in the lstory of the town
siuch a F|-1:|:.'|m:- of destpuction and n-l:n,ﬁ'l:ling could be due: there 12 ||.ul||.i1:g in |il4.~1'.‘i1‘:.' |li51.ﬂd"_'.'
or in the evidence given by the site itself to define any catastrophe that would result in wholesale
reconstruction moa late |:4,'11'r|-:E. i’rnlmh'l:.- ithere was no soch {a[ﬂ!r\cﬁ]ﬂn‘:! the older huildiﬂgs
put up by the first scttlers fell into disrepair, were first patched and then neglected, and a
later and less skilful generation put up from time to time their ruder dwellings over the ruins
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of a st.}'lc wlich Ihcy could not emulate: hl'l!}’ a fewr of the Arst howses either stood th[u}uglmut .I'Jt'_r,'!.'r.-ur
1 n a 1 1 2,
the whoele period of the town's cecupation or, if they foll into decay. were not supplanted by rd";k,:’

ql.hl,:rs. ..‘l.!'l.lll Hll."mfm atall eeoupy !|'|g: Il'ixhg_'r |1:w,:]u u{ !|:|:; site |.|n|:x:|||.EuM'l:[ |:r:,' su|:vsn::||1||:_-nt bui]::ing. H'i.mrry.

It can however safely be affirmed that almost all the houses, even the latest, fell within the
Bleqiiy'.l:r! |:l|.'1'.if.|l:|'. Meroitie ostraka and ]n‘iuu_ﬂl HII‘-I!II}':].I‘I pu'l.l.u-r:.' attest thes, and lhl:nlgll m
two cazes in the houses (K H 8 and ¢) Chrstian remains were found, and in the castle ruing a
Coptjc Hﬁs Was v:lisw\-:wt'mtl, }'1:1 these Pronde fo fore than a ]:lilr’l.iill nﬁcup.'l.libl!l h'_l," seatlered Jrodr
families who squatted in the ruing of the deserted town and tried o make habitable a few of its
less dilapidated chambors: as evidence they cannot be pelied upon much more than can a fraginent
of an English newspaper and a United States postage stamp, which were found at about the
samie level ag the Coptic M55, and under a consalerably deeper deposit! Generally speaking,
we have at Karandg the signs of a civilization which starting at a high level of technical achieve-
ment in the days when the influence of the Meroitic tradition was most strong, gradually in
its growing isolation degencrated, until impovenished in its material resources and losing grip
of all ils inspirations except that of the religion to which it tenaciously clung, it sank almost
to the level of the modern Nuldan. It is true that some of the minor arts such as pottery-making
still Acurished with scanething of their old vigour, preserving with characteristic conservatism
many of their old motives and modifyving but slightly their old technique; it is true that the
Meroitic script was still employed side by side with the official Greek, and that the court of the
Blemyan kings imitated the forms and etiquette of the Byzantine Caesars; but the general
condition of the people had depencrated, and when Silko and Justinian finally destroyed the
Blemyes about 543 4. o they must have been in fact if not in seeming & people far inferior
to those with whom Maximinus had made pact about a century before.

One feature in the building seems to stand in relation 1o the history which we learn from Exideree

other sources. On Pl 2, 3 and § can be scen the lofty muins of the castle, so-called because of &
its commanding position on the high rocks in the northwest corner of the town and of the
greater arca covered by the solid walls of its imposing pile.* The photographs show low
everywhere its walls are breached by great gashes in the brickwork reaching from the windows
of the second storey down to its stone foundations and wide enough for a man to pass through'
similarly inside the castle the party walls between the rooms are pierced, the doorways battersd
out and the whole building deliberately ruined =0 that one can wander through it at random.
The front view (PL 4, Fig.a; Pl 5. Fig. b) shows the entrance on the eastern face, and hore a
difference at once sirikes the eve. The gateway has been broken down for a width of some
thirteen feet, and even the heavy stones of the foundation courses have been dislodged; b
here, and here alone, an attempt has been made to repair the breach, To the broken edge of
the wall has been built on as best might be a Mock of rough brickwork; the bricks are ill-laid,
some of them were but broken fragments; rough stones from the desert are mixed with the
bricks, and in one place a line of headers is laid slantwise on edge in a fashion which, as the
house-sites show, was characteristic of the Intest Blemyan peril. The picce of patchwork
starts at foundation level with the same width as that of the older wall, but this diminishes as
the wall rizos, until at the hiphest point at whicl it stamds 1t has lost a thied of its proper thickness
it shows therefore every sign of hasty, makeshift work, This new wall has itself been breached
after its completion. Now in the inseription in the Kalabaheh temple, where Silko recounts his
conquest of the Blemyes, he seems to speak of two campaigns; after the first of these the
Blemyes submitted and he made a truce with them and retirsd to his own country, trusting
to their abiding loyally by his terms; then they sought a quaree]l against him, and in a2 sccond

*House KH » actually occupied a Larger area, but a good deal of this seems to have been taken up with
hathlings of one storey only (see po 285
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4 KARANOG, THE TOWN

campaign he utterly wiped out the rebellions people.  The story is confused enough, but it is
perhaps to be reconstructed as follows: Silko immediately after his eonversion by the emissaries
of Justinian attacked 1the Blemyes as a proof of his enthusiasm for the new faith and the new
alliance; Mo was victorions, received the submission of Karanbg and the other towns, and in
token of his victory * brake down the gate thereol™ in the true fashion of an castern conqueror.
Then Justinian ordered the destruction of the Isis temple on the island of Philac; it was the
common property of the Romans, the Nobades and the Blemyes: two of these peoples were
now Christian, the thind was cowed, and the moment scemed opportune for the destruction of
the Iast pagan shrine officially maintained within the Roman Empire.  But this was too much
for the Blemyes, conguered though they were; they hastily repaired the hreach in their battersd
walls and rebelled against their congquerer.  Silko, aided by the Byzantine forces under Narses,
Justinian's envoy, attacked them again victoriously, and this time left no doubt as to his
victory: not only the gate but every door and every wall was breached and the town and castle
destroyed beyond the possibility of defence: its inhabitants were scattered or enslaved. and
the city of Karanbg was deserted.  No attempt was ever made to repair any of the breaches in
the castle walls made after this second campaign of Silke, and if a few Christian Nubians at
one time or another squatted in the less ruined rooms, blecking up a doorway here or there
with a flimsy sereen of plastered mud, they never cesayed anything that could be called rebailding
or even repair: the traces of theic ephemeral encampmient enly enhance the actual desolation
of the site.

The castle had net passed through any of the stages of alteration or reconstruction during
the Blemyan period that were so evident upon the lower house sites.  Here, apart from the
constructional features peculiar to the carlier and later years of the occupation. differences and
developments could be ascertained in the case of pottery alse.  ITn spite of the great quantity
of pottery vessels found in the graves near Anibeh. 5o eriteria had been there forthooming whereby
any technical progress or any relative chronology could be defined; in the case of the houses,
where unbroken Aoor-levels pave to stratification an importance which it does not always possess,
a certain amount of material was found to illestrate, at least in some wares, the gradual transition
from the earlier Blemyan shapes and motives to these of Coptic art,  New types of all periods
served to show the distinction, always more or less olserved, between the household wares and
those deemed proper to funerary uscs; rough handmade store-jars, which were never found in
the graves, appear commonly in the house roing; handmade pots of all sizes were in constant
use for cooking or for other domestic purposes, but sccur rarely in the tombs, and then only in
those of the poorer class: and in the town the proportion of undecorated as opposed to decorated
vessels i3, as we should expect, greatly in excess of what was observed in the cometery.

Apart from pottery few objects of interest were found on the town site.  Thers were a
number of Meroitic ostraka (PIL 18, 15, 2}, mere or less fragmentary, the main interest of
which lics in the frequent ocourrence on them of numerals, and in the presence of a place-name,
Peeewme, which is found also in inscriptions at Amira and elsewhere * A Greek ostrakon seems
to be dated to the tweliih year of Alexander Severus (233 A B

Just below the surface of the sand overlying house 7 was picked up a coin of Nero struck
at Alexandria in the twelfth vear of ks reign (63 A p).  This was the only coin found, and it
has the dramatic interest of recalling the mission of the spies whom Nero, when contemplating
an Aethiopian campaign which his death prevented him from carrying out, sent down through
this country and as far south as the Sudd district on the Blue Nile,

Of later remains the most interesting were two frapments of Coptic MSS.  One is on papyrus
and is the first Coptic version of a lepend already known from Arabic and Aethiopic sources.

*For the hand copies of the imscrapteons and for notes thereon | am indebted as asual to Mr. F, LL Griffith.
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The story deals with a samt, Sisinnius, whose sister, named Berzelia, was seduced by Satan: Resuirs
she became a vampire and used to suck the biood of small children.  In the end she was put 1&-’_..';’4'"“:*2'].“_

death by her brother the saint.®* ‘The other MSS. is written on gazelle-skin leather and seems
to be a deed of sale or a marriage contract between one Georgios and his wife Christe.
In house 8, in the open yard (14 on the plan, Pl 2q) were found the fragments of a rodely
painted earthenware chest decorated with the Chemtian cross (P r3), and in house g were parts
of a similar chest having upon iis sides a rough design of fishes, probably also Christian; a small
pamted Coptic saucer (PL 13} found in the same house o points to its having been one of those
utilized by the straggling setilers of the post-Blemyan age, and it is possible that the actual
construction of the house, which differs a good deal from the others in the gite, 15 in part at beast
of Coptic work,

One perplexing point about the town is the apparent absence of any temple, that 15, of any

stone construction such as one would look for upon an important Blemyan site.  The stone 5§

foundations of the castle and of house 2, the frapments of stone trellice windows (see ch, vi),
and the common use of cut stone in the superstructures of the tombs, would lead one to expect
some such building as the tempie of Kasr lbrim (PL 12, Fig. a). At Halfa, where the Meroitic
seitlement was of the poorest type, there seems to have been a small temple which though
rough encugh in its construction was at least in part stone built and superior in siyvle to the
houses that lay arcund it (vol. vii chap. viiil. On the Meroitic site of Gebel Adda the great
castern wall 15 of massive stone dressed in the manner familiar to us in Blemyan examples: at
Faras there are similar stone bunildings, though no temple of the period can as yet be traced; at Kasr
Ibrim, besides the temple, parts of the walls and some stones incorporated in the Coptic church
show typical Blemyan dressing (sec Pll. 11, 12). We do not yet know enough to distinguich
between Meroitic and Blemvan stonework, 1 though the difference between Blemyan and Coptic
is fairly clear, and it is quite possible that some or all of the stone buildings of these more southern
sites are of a date previous to the invaston of Petronius in 23 B c; but at Sheikh Daoud the
gateway is of similarly treated stone, and as there is little doubt that the earliest buildings there
are of the Blemyan timef. this. if it does not give a later date to the sonthern sites, at least
warrants us in expecting buildings of that type in a Blemyan town. The excavations at Karanig
failed to discover anything of the sort, and thowgh of course they covered but a small part of
the town aren and cannot therefore in themselves be regarded as at all conclusive, yet taken
together with the entine absence of any surface indications of a stone building and the uniformly
brick construction of the walls everywhere visible, they do seem to show that a stone temple
does not exist upon the site.  If such did exist, and it is difficult to imagine a place so important
FiT] Kara:uhg without a 'I.cn:lph:. and that a lm:n;ﬂc of stone, it Err\-::-|:|:l.||!y stood nearer to the
river and has been swept away when the stream changed its channel.  The ends of broken walls
jutting out from the steep bank show that the houses extended for some distance at any mte
over what i3 now the nver, and 1t may well be that with the disappearance of the eastern guarter
of the town there dizappeared also the temple of Karandg.

#5ir Herbart Thompaim, who Kiadly seil me a trandation of the (fapment, addi the fﬂllﬂ'\ring @okel
*“The story in Actlizopi: has been publiched by Bassel, Apecrvphes éthiopiens, iv. 18gg, and by K. Fries in
the Actes du 9 Congris des Orientalistes (Stockholin 1880) pullished in 1893, From an Asabic source
the story has been tobd by Amdlinexa, Actes des Martyes, 1892, P 183"

% hare Meroitic {5 used [ contradistinetion 1o Blesvyan, it i intenilded to denote by the first teem that
period in the history of the inter-eatarmct repion which ended with the campaipn of Petrontesin sgm. o, 1. ¢,
the period of occupation by the Meroltic people of the Kandakid empdre; the second term is wsed with refenence
to the subsequent eocupation of the syme territory by the Blemyes, an off-shoot but not & direct representntive
af Merod, which began probably aboot 1e0 A and continued il the campaign of Silka & 145 & oL

{In the time of Petronius the Kandakids had seized the Egyptian town of Dakkeh, but the northernmost
of their own stronghobds which Petronius had to capture was Kasr Ibrim
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In the early yvears of the fiith comtury A, b, the Greek historian Olympiodorus, then stopping
at Aswin for the purpose of collecting material for his work, was invited by the Blomyes to
visit their country; weleomed both asa writer and as a fellow pagan, he was entertained at the
various towns between the nerthern or Nobad frontier and Kasr Ibrim on the south. At this
time the decadence must already have begun amongst the Blemyes, whom the destruction of
Meror in the middle of the previous century had probably hit hard ® but the community was
still a flourishing one.  Already from the high citadel of Sheikh Daoud oor teaveller would have
had pointed out to him the patch of gray and white beyond the tree-tops that stood for Karandg,
As on the next morning le sailed up the stream aleng the palm groves, a turn in the green nver
bank would disclose quite near to hand the streets and buildings of the town that huddled on
the lowest slopes of the desert. To the right was the castle, a three-storeved bLuillding whose
broad cxpanse of blank walls was broken only by a few windows, small as windows must be that
look out on the burning sun and drving sand of Nubia, and set high up so0 as o give defence
against an enemy's attack, Simple as it was, the building was not without dignity: the severity
of its lines was relieved by the pronouncesd batter of the walls, which gave also an aor of solidity
such rs comes from the slogang buttresses of northern architecture; the roof-hne broken by the
high curves of the vaults, and the stepped brickwork of their corbelied ends, were in strong
contrast to the strajghtness of 115 general features; the arched windows of the middle tier, set
between the poanted hoods of the lower windows and the flat-topped slits of the third floor,
harmonized with the round vaultings: and tisd up the whole desipn into an architectural unity.
Omn the low ground beneath the castle rock a smaller house sarrounded by a long, low court-
vard wall closed i the town 1o the north,  Over the top of this the eve caught the roofs and upper
windows of another great building almost as imposing as the castle itself, that cccupied a spur
of reck just to the south of it and stood high over the close-set houses of the lower town.
The town was ong of narrow and ieregular strects, i streets they could be called, that
turned and twisted between houses two and theee storeys high which, though orientated
regulardy, were dotted here o there at random, having no uniform frontage, but set back or
projecting forwand accopding as the area each occupied was greater or smaller than that of its
neighbour. One housge, built over the ruing of an slider stracture, might stand on a roughly levelled
plot several fect higher than that next door; the solkd walls of some three-storeyed building whose
courtyard blocked with storehouses and low-vaulted magazines betokened the wealth of ils
owner, staod check by jowl with the straggling hovel of a poor man, whoze womankend would
gather on 1ts flat roof of mad and palm leaves o catch a glimpse of the Greek visitor as he passed
on lieg way from the nver bank to the castle.

The Intivior When he had elimbed the low, shelving rock and passed through the single narrow doorway

af the Caslie.

that gave entrance to the castle, lympdiodorus found himsclf in a long, vaulted hall, with doors
in each of itz sides. It was plainly whitewashed, and though the single window was small and
set 20 high up that its top was almeost level with the crown of the vanit, the morning sun striking
through pave a diffused lipht which, when once his eves had grown accustomed to it, was quoite
sufficient and a weleome reliei from the dazzling glare outside.  On his left a doorway opencd
onto the great staircase that, winding round its heavy brick pillar. bed to the dwelling-rooms
above; a low hatch-window in the same wall communicated with a small cupboard-like chamber
beneath the vaulting of the lower stair-fights, where perhaps slept the janitor who scrutimized

*[n te quite possthio that the Blomyes, or at least Blemyan comtingents, fought on the side of Merod in the
campatpn which ended o digatreisly for the Meraltic empire, and that their loss was muterial ag woll as
at any rate the supposition that the victory of Aszanns marks the tuming point in the fortunes of the
Blomopes, ms fllwitraced by the difference totween the carlicr and kuter buildings of Knrandg, is a teenjling one,
mot does the fuct of the comparatively sucoessful resistanoe offered by them (o Maxininus a oen tacy kster make
i ar all impoasibbe,
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the visitors mounting to the upper rooms.  But kecping for the present to the ground floor, The Interior
the historian passed through a second small, vaulted room whose doorway lay opposite to that by LRECIRE
which he had just entered the castle, and found himself once more in the open air.  He was in
a courtyard open to the sky. shut in all round by lofty walls, between which, as down a well,
the light and air came, to be caupht as best mipht be by the narrow windows that faced upon
the court.  Around two sides of it, a little above the windows of the ground-fleor rooms, ran a
makeshift wonden pallery. s heavier timbers bedded in the brickwork and supported at thee
outer ends by big upﬂ';]"s that 5:41-[:.' cumbered the narrow ground space; a secomd amd lighter
stagring ran st a higher level and was reached from the first by a steep ladder.  Both, however,
seemed to be rather tempornry structures that eould 1::|.-s'i|:,' e dismantled, and indeed their
inconvenience was obvious enough, for the planking that ean just above the windows of the
lower rooms shut out effectively even the httle hight that a Nubdan requires indoors, and mads
very necessary the lamps that burned within nearly all day long.  The scene was busy enough.
The courtyard, like all the rooms of the ground fAoor, was given over to domestic uses.  In one
corner, in a great oval-topped oven, was bemyg prepared the durra bread for the day | here and
there squatied women grinding corn or pounding lentils in stone troughs; other servants passed
to and fro from the storeraoms to the kitchen, or carried away to the magazines the jars of wine
that Mlympicdorus” vessel had brought as cargo upstream and the corn that was fetched in from
the fields to store for future use. The vigitor must needs peer through the open door on his
right into the kitchen, where through the pungent smoke that eddied round the vault and powred
ot of the narrow window, and through the darkness that a lamp set in a niche in the far wall
illumined bat could not dispel, he could see the preparations being made for his welcome.  The
walls of the room were plastercd with muwd which had never been whitewashed and was now
blackened with smoke and grime, the mud floor was worn rough and uneven by feet trampling
where water had been spalled: two or three bricks or stones laid together served as fireplaces,
wherein a handiul of charcoal glowed Bencath a rough, handmade pot of black clay. the incised
decoration of which had long since disappeared under a goodly coating of seot.  From beneath
the springers of the vault, along either side of the room, projected stomes, rounded and pierced,
built into the brickwork, through which ropes were passed that stretehed across from wall to
wall; from the ropes there hung above the heads of the cooks bunches of vegetables, shallow
brightly coloured travs of basketwork containing dried bread, dates and peas, carthenware pots
and joints of fresh meat; there were no shelves, but everything that was not stacked upon the
ground or put in chests of unbaked mud was hung in this way from the roof and was exposcd to
the heat and smoke from below.

From the kitelien the historian was bed 1o quieter rooms on the south side of the court
Here, approached less directly through other rooms, were two magazines (4 and 5 on plan),
The inner of these was small and windowless, lit only by a lamp that stood in a nocle in the east
wall, and here were stored the more valuable of the castle's treasures: the outer room, which
was large and lit by two high-set windows (see Fl. 6, Fig.a}, was given over to stores of a more
domestic sort.  In the far corner. on a raised platform, stood a great bin of clay filled with comn,
and sacks and baskets of corm were ranged along the walls beside it lere were rows of wine-
vessels, some the ungainly pots that held the vegetalile beer of the country, some slender
amphorae docketed in ink with the names of Greck or Egyptian importers.  Just such amphorae
as these the porters were even then bringing up from the newly-arrived ship; a steward scated
by the doorway counted these as they came in, seabed them afresh with soft mud. and stamped
them with the new castle mark, after which they were set in their places amid the older stock;
perhaps a list of all, written in white ink on a potsherd, was duly made out and filed with the
castle accounts, :



The
Frbialardmis
ef L Casnthe,

Ther L pper

Koomii

8 KARANOG, THE TOWN

The rooms to the west of the court were next visited, Here the servants of the household
lived and worked; women were to be seen spinning thread or making cloth, and preparing oils
for the toilet, or making beer from pounded sceds.  Some of these rooms facing on the courtyand
wore =0 10l Lit for the purposes for which they were needed that not only the walls and ceilings
but the floors also were whitewashed. and in the subdued. reflected light the bodies of the lightly
clad women showed as brown blotches against which gleamed here and there the blue or pold
aof the g|m beads that llu.::.' waore i such ]:lrufuxinn. In one room, where prr'l:]rq:s the j;l:aln:ls
Tounged wlly. the visitor smiled to see rude pictures scratched upon the walls: drawings of camcls
and crocodiles, and of warmiors or huntsmen mounted on galloping horses and hurling lances,
or of many-oared Nile boats with great lateen sails, the handiwork of the artist in the troop.
Az he passed from chamber 1o chamber wath his guides, Olympiodorus eould see a strange medbey
of peoples: in comtrast to the straight-nosed, thin-lipped aristocrats whom he followed were the
negroes, who formed the bulk of the town's inhabitants, the desert folk of mixed blood, Nubkans
ar settlers from the western desert, Epyptians, perhaps amongst them ex-soldiers of the Roman
garrison capiured in some northern raid, a one-time Christian monk who had bought las life
by rencuncing his faith, and maybe some fellow Greek who to save his faith had taken refuge
with the barbarians and was helping them to imitate the forms of peliie life that prevailed in
the Byzantine court;—all had their place in the hittle kingdom whose overlord, harking back to
an alien tradition interrupted ages since, called himseli the King of Upper and Lower Egypt.

Leaving the servanis’ quarters of the ground floor, the guest mounted the smaller staircase
in the southwest corner of the building that led primarily to the women's quarters. These were
mare secluded, perhaps. than were the other reoms, but there was nothing of that rigid privacy
that surrounds the harim of to-day; the Blemyan women went unveiled and mixed freely with
their men-folk indoors and out: their rooms were open to the visitor, and from them he could
pass freely into the main dwelling chambers and the official halls that occupied this, the principal
floor of the castle. On this upper storcy was to be seen the wealth and culture of which Silko’s
victory, a little more than a century later, was to sweep every trace away, The architecture
was still simple enough, but the high arched windows, set only a little way above the floor, lit
up the interior, and stood m marked contrast to the narrew slits that pierced the vaulis of the
ground-floor rooms.  On the whitewashed walls may well have hung curtains with dyed patterns
of red and blue; the light was broken up by sereens of sandstone eurtously carved in open-work
with figurcs of strange animals or twiniog lotus Aowers, and was caught in the depths of delicate
glass vessels, amber, white or blue, tnported from the factorics of the Roman Empare.  Here
were bronze vessels of Greek workmanship, some of them heirlooms: banded down from the
days of the carly settlers when the bromze-workers of Alexandria were famous, and others of
ruder native work with hammered designs, the alloy of a rich gold colour or plated with tin to
resemble silver.  Im the women's quarters werd caskets of wood mlaid with vory, toadet-boxes
of turned wood or of lacguer-work m pohzhed red and green and yvellow, cut throngh o as to
show the natural wood 11 patterns of Igu;ll'.ml.i.n;; ledves, bagrs of cut and r|:w;\d leather, boktles of
unguwents and tolet instruments of won and of bronze:  Scattercd here and there were fine
1,"}(.1II||‘|!|."5 -:ylI p:ri:ltll.'-:! Tlrrltc'r}'. wihieh for 'L'ilT.iI:“l}' of -:'||[|1|.|.r HT.h:I: dcsi.gn f.ﬁr 51.|r|:.‘|.xm,'ti rnl}'!h'i:ng that
FEgypt or the Roman world could then preduce; from these the eye would turn with more
ammugement Than admiration o ride terra-cotla skatuetles of tarcls ar men, or 1o & armall rm.iﬁll]_'p'
carved or painted stone fgure of o bawk resembling somewhat those that stood above the graves
in the cefnelery Lo the south, |,|'|_.j.,-|_-1__n: cruile 1:||.11u;|:_|'| if veewed as works of art, but cherished as
emblems of the religion which the Blemyes championed againgt a Chrstian world.  In one
room, perhaps, was transacted the official business of the kingdom, where an Egyptian scribe,
whose learning cxcused his Christianity, translated into official Greek such letiers as were to
be dispatched to local governors of to feiends beyvond the proper Blemyan borders, or the lord
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ol [{amﬁg Ioangelf weote hig orders i the traditional Meroitic m.rlp! that wag soon to become T.Fu Upprf
a mystery and a legemd, Amid such evidences of a real, if barbaric, civilization, it was casy for
the visiter 16 forpet the prowing poverty of the town, the gradual degencration of this hittle
kingdom, now zhut in to north and w south by celigions foes and thrown back upon its own
all too scant resources; but on the other hand, as he gazed out from the sandows it was difficult
not to draw the contrast between this decaving stronghold of paganism and the huge monastery®
whose walls he had a little while before scen rising at Akhmim. Yet the view itsell was fair
enough, looking from the southern windows over palm-grove, durra field and river 1o where in
the far distance the noonday sun shone full upon the temple that erowned the northern corner
of the heights of Kasr Ibrim, and the historian must needs have understood the better for it
the tenacity of a desert people that for centuries had held fast these fertile reaches against the
power of Rome, Certainly he must have thanked the gods for the chance that had given him
50 close a knowledge of the Ii]cmg,'-..s when for other Greek writers they were still but border
thieves given to human sacrifice in the Sun's honour and to a warlike activity that made them
the scourge of Epypt.

Olympiodorus’ own account of his visit to the Blemyan cities is fost, and the above 15 but
an attempt to give o partial picture of the town and castle as it was, an attempt based on the
dull evidence of detailed measurements and petty Ands which, for the benefit of the student
who cares to verify a too fanciful account, 35 given in other and more technical chapters, Toa
certaim extent the furniture of the tombs has been drawn upon to illustrate the houses of the
people with whom it was buried, and for this, as well as for varous histonical allusions, the
remcder must be referred to volumes i and iv of this series, H:Lium“y. when a |mrr.i¢:ul.1r e 18
chosen out of a long poriod for which chrenologieal evidence 15 scanty, a few anachroniEms
Ty have creplt intoe the ﬂﬁcript'inm, but it 18 hl:)]w{! that those, if detected, may b i=xcuged in
the interests of an attempt to intreduce all the detals that can as yet be known of the domestic
life of the people of Karanbg

*The White Monastery, completed by Senouti alout 427 a. B
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CHAPTER 11
CONSTRUCTIONAL FEATURES

Tuens was very little stone building at Karanbg, Masonry was only wsed for the lowest
courscs of the castle and of house 2, where it formed. 85 it were, a podinm from one to four
courses high, above this all was of brick.  The stones that were used were carefully cut, averaging
abiout o.50 m. either way, not always rectangular, with a narrow smoothed edge and a pick-dressed
centralslab,  The pick-dressing represents the true face of the stone, the edge being trimmed back,
s0 s o put the centre in slight relicf; precisely similar stone-dressing can be observed on other
Blemyan sites such as the cemeteries at Shablal and Anibeh, at Sheikh Daoud, Kasr Theim,
et Adda, Faras and Behen; it is easily 1o be distinguished from the Coptic stybe of stone-dressing
to b seen in the church of Kasr Ibhrim, where the stones are small regulardy-cut oblongs with a
broad smooth elge and a small central pick-dressed panel sunk well below the level of the
smoothed surface, az well as from the apparently intermediate early Coptic style (also to be seen
in the Kasr Ibrlm church) where the broad margin is dressed with diagonal striations and the
centre, which presents the same level, has three or four regular rows of short pick-markings on
the opposite diagonal. On some of these other town-sites there is a considerably larger proportion
of masonry as against brickwork; the gateways of Sheikh Daoud and Faras and the great cast
wall of Gebel Adda are paralleled by nothing at Karanbg: but though it may be possible to
distinguish between Blemyan and later work we have as yet no eriterion by which to differentiate
Blemyan fram the pre- Roman Meroitac style of ualding employed in this region, and the imposing
masonry of these, mostly southern, sites may in part be due to their earlier but allied inhabitants.
It is perhaps safer to describe this form of masonry by the general term **Romane-Nubian™
which we have used 10 include both the true Meroitic and the Blemyan peoples.

The stone courses were dry-huilt; only the outer stomes had worked facez, those on the
inner face of the wall being squared Lut seldom dressed; the narrow and irregular space between
the stomes of the two faces was filled in with a eore of rublile and mason’s chippings. . Only the
outer walls of the castle had stone foundations,  Immediately over the top course of stones, and
in the internal brick walls above the fourth or fiith course of bricks, was set a layer of durra-
stalks or palm-ribs, running through the wall at right angles to its direction, as if to form a
dry-course. A dry-course in this country is obviously unnecessary and it is difficult to see what
purpose this feature can have served.

The size of building-bricks averages o.34 m. by 2,175 m. by o.005 m., giving i comsiraction
exactly one metre of height to ten courses of brick, two metres of wall-length to six and a half
stretehers, and about the same length (203 mo) to eleven headers. The bricks are plain oblongs
without frops.

In the castle bonding is observed in the case of all walls, buz differs considerably i thorough-
ness acconding as the constructional character of the walls made the bonding more or less
important for their stabilite.  Thug in the angles of the main outer walls great care was shoon
to secure a deep and regular bond, and the same 15 true of most of the heavy walls of the ground
flooe: but here sometimes, and much more often in the upper storeys. little attention had been
paid to the joining of the walls; for a number of courses the end of one wall would simply abut

(R 1:H)
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on the face of the other and then o single coarse of headers, or even a single bBrick, would serve The Brocks,
to unite the two,  Consequently in the ruin of the castle a wall could fall away (as was the

case with the south wall of room 20 a) and leave very little trace of fself upon the face of the

wall with which 1t had been supposed to be jomed.

Within cach wall w=elf the 1}'.m|.|i|:|;; of the bricks 15 carcful and gm.('l. with alternaile courses
of headers and stretchers: there s no trace here of the building stvle found on such an early
MNulbmn site as Aromka, whers 2 wall reolves el into so LNy T_||I|;|.r.5 of brickwork with
curtain-walls of the same thickness connecting them but forming with them no intrinsie whaole.

All the Kaf:mhg walls of the mrl:.' ;w.-riml---t!ml & of the casthe and of the houses in the lower
strata—were regular and homogeneous, except the “header” walls of house 6, rooms A, B and C,

In the i}l:l:ill’li.ﬂgﬂ- of a later Aage coriain changﬂg were noticealibe,  The work was throughout The I,am
flimsier and more careless: e old walls of a metre's thickness were replaced by slighter ones &% "8
of o.50 or o.bom. and the bricklaying was less repular than before: sometimes rough stones,
more of less the size of bricks, were inserted in the wall, old bricks. =ometimes broken ones. were
re-used, and the irregulariiies of such slip-shod work were or were not flled in by a rough daubing
with mud. Whereas in the earlier period the wall-faces were smoothly rendered and
whitewashed, these later walls which really stood in far greater necd of such a seemly covering
were cither left bare or plastered with a muwd which, less skilfully applied, tended to fall away
far more readily.  The house-walls of the upper stratum, as being more exposed 1o the wind and
weather, might be expected to have lost the rendering they may have originally: possessed ;. and
it.is true that in the castle, belonging to the carlier date, the mud facing had disappeared completely
from the exposed wall-faces; but even where the later walls, directly superimposed upon the
earlier, had been subject to the same conditions. the plastering would generally be preserved
upon the latter and on the former be completely lacking (Pl 1),

A very distinctive feature of the later walls was the fondness for inserting courses of headers
laid on edge and at a slight slant, This style of work had been noticed in the rib-walls of several
of the tombs {vol. i1t p. a2}, where no chronological evidence could be obtained: from the town-
site it became clear that while it was not unknown at an early time its use gradually came into
favour, and was so rare at first and s0 common later that it can be called characteristic of the
cnd of the period.  In howse 3, in the north wall of room 5, there were edge-set headers in what
must certainly be an carly wall: this is the only instance of their use in the first period. House 4
had undergone at least three periods: the original plan was first modified and added to, and
Iater this building was destroyed and an entirely new one constructed over its ruins: one of the
doors of the original house was walled up during the alterations, and in this wall there is a course
of headers on edge, which belongs therefore to a sccond period in the town's history. Generally,
however, the style is to be found in walls that are manifestly of the lntest date, asin K H 8, 14 and,
most striking instamce, in the patching up of the main gatewny of the castle,  In this latest
periead the size of bricks tends to diminish, particularly as regards their thickness: thuso.3z by
@15 1-1‘}' o005 M. 15 o common stee for bricks, and sometimes the thickness is c'u:mi_qicr;;l;ﬂ}' less
than this.

Generally speaking, thercfore, it iz quite easy to distinguish a wall of the early from one of Baredd
the late perod of Blemyan history 2o far as this is fairly represented by Karandg, The later Vaalts,
wall = thinner, the brcks used are generally smaller, and there 15 a predilection for courses of
edge-set headers; the carly walls are stout. well laid with large bricks, and as a rule carcfully
retidered and whitewashed. For roofing the rooms of the castle and of the earlier houses the
barrel-vault was invariably used.  The method of its construction has been sufficiently explained
in wol. i, p. 18, and though in a house room the area to be spanned was far greater than was the
case in the tomba, that method was unchanged and nothing in the way of centering was employed.

This system is of course well known, in Asiz a5 well as in Egypt. bui whereas the material



Harrel
Vanliz

12 KARANOG, THE TOWN

emploved by the Persians and Byzantines* was bumt brick or stone, and the wvault
could accordingly be constructed over a much greater arca (the span of the great vault at Clesiphon
is 25.80 m.). the crude brick used in the Nile valley was of too soft a nature to stand. the
strain of 4 span much more than four metres across.

But where the room was thus small, the crade brick barrel-vault answered its purpose well
and wlere, as 15 the caze 1 several of the eastle rooms, the roof i 10 whole oF part ]!lrriaerwd.
the arch. which with its single course of bricks appears so (ragile, 8 found fully equal to bearing
any normal weight.,  The brcks are larger but thinaer than those used for wall-construction (they
measure ©.37 by o.32 by oot me), they are made of mud mixed wiath chopped straw and dung,
and their sides are deeply frogied with cusved lines impressed by the fingess: the mortar is of the
same composition and binds well with the bricks, 20 that the whole arch is practically a solid
unit.  The shghtly stalted or ovonl curve which resulted naturally from the method of building
gave additional strength at the eeown.  The frogging of the bricks and the curve taken by the
vault can be clearly seen in the photogeaph on PL 6, Fig. a.  The vault =prings Aush with the
wall-face but the single course of bricks that composes it ocoupies naturally but & small part
of the wall’s wuith.  Between the haunches of two parallel vaults the wall continued uwpwards,
slightly everlapping their curve but losing something of the thickness which it had below their
sprang; thus in the castle the garty walls, which are a metre thick on the ground floor, lose somie
twenly centimetres with each storey,  On cach side, therefore, between the extrados and the
wall there wag a roughly tranpular empty space below the level of the crown of the vault, that
is, below the level of any floor that was to rest upon it.  Te fill this spandril up solid would have
irmposed a heavy sideways steain upon the spring and haunch of the arch. its weakest part: some
means therefore had 1o be taken to avoid this. In the great Coplic monastery of St Simeon
near Aswin the problem was solved by spanning this space with & subsidiary vault; the floor
then rested upen the crowns of three arches, a large central one fAanked by two little ones, and
the small fattesed spandrils thus left could be either filled in without danper or bridged by
flat stomes. A similar svstem of “tubes™ was sdopted in the Persinn palace of Ukheidar
{Migs G L. Bell, loceit., Fip. 7). where, however, there was not, for the most part, o second Aoor,
and its object may have been to give coolness to the rooms, as suggested by Miss Bell, as well
as to make possible a flat roof; in this caze then the “tubet™ run over the party-walls, which do
not rize above the springers of the vault proper. At Karanog the system employed was different.
For the first few days the abeence both of subsidiary vaults and of any quantity of Alling in the
spandrils puzzled me: the vaults, or parts of them, were preserved in & number of cases; loose
bricks and stone slabs might be piled wpon the vault and fill the spandrils. Lot the floors were
invariably gone and it was difficult to see how they had been supported.  In one place only
(rocan 11 on the first floor: of. PLog. Fig. a) did the evidence for the construction, or rather the
construction itself, remain fn s, Between the wall-face and the extrados of the arch two bricks
and a half were set at a slight angle from the horizontal: they formed o stradght line, one point
resting upon the back of the vault, the other wedged against the wall; they were well besdded
a6 fmwd at each end and apainst one another and the mere pressure kept them ragid.  The upper
end of the linc, that against the wall-face, was on the level of the crown of the vault: it xh‘:lp-lzll 50
little that where it formed an angle with the extrados, at itg lowest point, the space betwesn it
and the Aoor-level was veory syl and the stone |1:IH.‘= that formed the floor could be Iaid across
thizs with little or no support. To pive o bitle strength to what was  necessarily a
weak construction, thin walls were Dhuilt up at intervals of one or twoe metres from the base of

i, L. Bell, The Vooltung System of Ukheidar.  Jourmal of Hellenic Stodies, xxx, 6 p. 6o} Chmsy, L'art
abe bezr ches les Byeanting; Dieulafoy, Liart anceen de b Perse, voloav! for Egvpe. Pereat ot Chipaee, Hiatodre
abo Part dans Vsntiquité, po g54; of also vols, i amd i of our Expeslition, vz, "Charches an Lower Mubaa, ™
and ' Karantg. "™
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the triangle across the spandril 1o the level of the sloping brack line which thus received eertain
amount of kateral support. The method iz so peculiar that | was fortunate in securing a
photograph of the only cxample of it which time and its inherent weakness have allowed to
FUTVIVE.

Cendy in the castle were the walls standing high enough to show the methods employed for
arching doors and windows, but bere there were plenty of varieties to be observed.  The thres
rows of windows in the outer walls were all different. and inside the doors and niches iHusteated
well the principles and habits of the builders. The true arch was known and employed, but
where possible preference was piven to the barrel-vault as characteristic of the national architee-
ture, The top windows of the outer walls were flat-headed slits, narrow enough to be spanned
bya single brick, =0 that nothing more elaborate than this was necded. On the ground foor the
windows liud o false arch formed of teo vaulting bricks sct at an angle: the window was placed
g0 high that s bintel wag aliout on the line with the springers of the vault that ran along the
wall on the wnside, and its top came almost level with the vaalt's crown; to admit the light
therefore a lobe had to be knocked through the side of the vault, and between the head of the
window on the imner wall-face and the extrados of the vault above the hole a subsidiary Barrel-
vault was made which, sloping geatly down, brought the light into the chamber.  Had there
been no second storey, the window would have had the gppearance of a dormer window, sach as
it @5 im section, but in reality thes appearaonce 18 masked by the main outer wall rising up to
second-storey level. Usually the collapss of the room-vault and of the floor which it supported
had invalved in its cdestriction the ghort vault through whieh the light eame into the chambser,
and hadd this alwavs been the caze it would have been difficult to see how these high-set windows
coulid have been of any uge, seeing that they pave direetly upon the haunch of ths roofing vaalt;
fortunately, however, one or two examples. as in rooms 5 and 12, were preserved intact, and
explained the svatem.

Another curous instance of hesitation between two systems was scen in the first foor
window in the west wall of the light-well: viewed from the light-well thiz wag built with a
true arch composed of vaulting bracks laid flavways as headers, there being two nngs of
six bricks cach. This true arch, however, did not run right through the thicknes of the
wall: nside it gave place to a short length of barrel-vaulting. The reason of this mixture is fairly
obvious. A barrel-vault needs an upright against which to lean.  An arch was built - the face
of the wall, presumably with solid centering, and to minimize the amount of centering necessary
was nol carried back for more than one brick’s thickness beyvond the wall face: against this
arch, on the inside, the sloping bricks of the barrel-vault could well be land, and the Nubian
builder could proceed easily in the style to which he was most addicted. It wag indeed the need
of a eentering that deterred the architects of Karandg and other Blemyan sites from building
arches where o vault would serve: they understood the arch perfectly well and took advaniape=
at times of its special constructional value (f. §ii, p. 1), but on them as on the modern Nubian
builder it entailed the labour of piling up for its temporary support a solid centering of bricks
and mud; consequently in Nubia the arch was comparatively rare and esually of small dimensions.
For arches the large and hard vaulting-bricks were generally used; thus the first-storey windows
in the outer walls were built of eleven such bricks, laid edgewise as headers, the first storey window
in the west wall of the light-well was arched with two rings of the same nid edgewise as headers,
six bricks 1o a ring; small non-architectural features such as niches in the walls were generally
arched with ordinary bricks laid flat as headers. The doors are usually voulted, proper
vaulting-Lricks being used and laid in the normal way with their thin edge showing on the soffit,
in one case (the door between rooms 5 and 6 of the castle) the bricks are fnid flat so that the frogs
show. The false arches of the ground-floor windews were composed of twe vanlting-bricks sloped
against each other: in the north wall of the light-well the small first-storey window 15 built with
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a skew vault of ordinary bricks, two and & half to a ring.  For the small windows of the ground
floor and the third storey, ordinary bricks served as lintels: the larger first-storey windows
had hintels of rough stone.  The doorways were provided with stone thresholds and with hinge-
stones for the doors.

In some of the houses there were out-oi-door stairways that must have led onto the roof of
such parts of the house as were only one storey high. It would seem that not all the buildings of
which the walls can be traced were of the same height: many may have been but store-chambers
not suited to supporting upper storevs, but with a fat roof laid above their vaulting, and to reach
these an open staircase was bult in the courtyard apainst the range of magazines, Thus in house 2
there s in the southwest corner an inner staircase leading to the upper floors, but there 15 also
an open staircase in the courtvand, well preserved, and it is not unnatural to suppose that the
whole of this quarter of the house (rooms 1-5, 18-25) stood only one storey high. It is of course
possible that these stairways. which generally seem to stand in close relation to roams that are
clearly storerooms. were intended to give access not to the roofs but to the magazmes themseelves,
where doors may have been set high up under the vault: but there is not evidence enough to
settle the point. The more individual features of the various buildings ane dealt with in the
following chapters, where also are given the grounds for such general deductions as have been
made above,



CHAPTER 111
THE CASTLE RUINS

Deratten Descriprion oF THE Roous

Room i.

Hure was the only entrance to the castle.  This had been twice destroyed.  The north jamb, Reee 1.
which had a central reveal, only stomd oo m. high. On the south side of the gateway the wall
for @ ln:-n!‘rt‘h of 2.00 m. had been broken away right down to the foundations, even some of the
stone biocks of the lower courses being displaced.  Thiz break had been hurriedly repaired.
The gap had not been cut square, so that the lowest course of the reconstructed part did not e
evenly; in the four lower courses rough stones were freely used instead of brick, and neither
these nor the bricks were always put in straight: one course was laid on edge but with the
bricks sloping in every direction, and some bricks were laid flat but with one angle pointing
outside thewall (PIL 3.5). The new part started with the thickness of the original wall—1 .00 m.—
but soon thinned down, especially from the inside, and at the height of z.00 m. was only o.6o m.
thick. The whole of the south jamb of the original deor had thus been destroyoed and rebuilt with
every sign of demoralized haste, only to be destroyed a second time and reduced to @5 present
ruinous state.  Inside the romn all the doorways were systematically breached. On the west
side the wall had been broken down almost to the width of the inner room (31, on the north, the
doorway had been knocked out to double its size, while opposite, on the south, the entrance to
the staircase had been sadly battered. The fioor tevel had almaost entirely disappeared, oniy
the rough stone foundations being left.  Of the vault a little remained in the northeast comer,
leaning against the north wall; like the walls it had been mud-rendered and whitewashed.  In the
room were found fragments of characteristic painted Blemyan pottery and one piece of the hard,
white-faced, highly polished ware with red cross-hatehing found at Shablol and certainly belonging
to the latest period: it connects closely with certain early Coptic types.

There were also found a lamp of the covered saucer type. very much broken: a painted
doll’s head, a bone lentoid bead, a picce of twisted bronze wire, a child's arm torn off at the
elbow, a (broken) mud jar-sealing, a fragment of Arabic M35, on paper (found near the main
doorway, a little above floor level), and, on the threshold of the west doorway, a fragment of
papyrus hearing a Coptic version of the story of 5t. Sisinnius (see p. 5).

Room 2 (The Statrcase ).

A door bed from the enteance-lall to the main staircase of the building: it had a raised Boow 2
threshold on the inside of the door, which had opened cutwards, The stairs faced one on entering.
and to the left there was a narrow recess between the central pillar and the wall of the entrance
hall, lighted by a small hatch-window o.8e m. above floor level, through the latter wall. The
pillar had been footed out here, for 105 m. of its width to a height of .62 m. above floor level,
£0 a8 to narrow the passageway too.gom. Onthe east side of the pillar the foor dropped o.60 m.,
to the level of the foundations: the return westwarnds at the end of this space was sereened off by
a thin wall shutting off the low vaulted space under the second flight of steps, that on the south
side of the pillar. This small surken space may have been used as a cellar or possibly as a
(15
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puard-room for the stair porter. The first flight of steps was carried up on a solid base; a rough
niche had been hewn out in the pillar-face and its smoke-blackened condition showed that a
tamyp had stood within it to light up the stairs. After the first turn the steps were supported on
barrel-vaulis. The second flight was lighted by a window set s0 high up in the wall that its
arch just cut into the vault springers of the fight above; the wall on theeast isnot preserved to
a height sufficient to show the window which must have been there.  The Arst floor was reached
by a daor in the southwest corner of the stairway leading into room & A, its jamb o.15 m. from
the face of the south wall. The stairs sloped at an angle of thirty degrees; the actual steps were
ill preserved. Of the first flight the solkd base naturally remamed, bat the form of the steps had
for the most part disnpp{:ar:d ; of the second, nnl}- e lattle of the vﬂul!iﬂﬁ at the west end femanned =
of the third flight, the greater part of the vaulting; the beganning of the next flight (that on
the north of the pillar) . and the greater part of the vaulting of the upper fight on the west side
(see PL 5).

Rough measurements were!

The solid flight reaches a level of 0.0 m. above floor level.

The secomd flight starts at ¢. 1.20 m. (Springers at o.35 m.) and ends with the springers
at 1.30 m

The third flight nises from 2.00 m. W 250 M.

The fourth flight rises from z.90m

Each section of vaulting i carried only as far as the angte of the central pillar and the next
section rests upon its crown.  Owing to the angle at which the ring-courses are laid the space
between the wall and the erown of the vault that leads up towards it is considerably preater
than that beiween the wall and the springers of the same vauls, f o, between the wall and the
ang]u_— of the !:il'lur; the earher pind-coirses of cach section of vaulting have therefors o much
greater span than the rest of the section which lies between the pillar and the wall; and the
corner lnnding, and perhaps the top step of each flight. rested upon the vault running at right
angles o ik,

Room 3. .

Opening out of the entrance-hall, this room was little more than a passage to the open
court or lipht-well {z2). It had been much ruined, the two doors were widely breached, and
most of the west wall had fallen. The vaulting had rested againse the east wall; very little of
it was left. Both wault and walls had been mud-rendered and whitewashed. The room as it
now tands does not seem to have received any light other than that which came in by the doors;
i there was ever a window in the west wall it was small and et very high up. The reom measured
3.8cm. by 3com. In the room were found part of the base of a bue glaze vase and a
stamped mudd jar-sealing (P rzh.

Room 4.

The only approach to the room was through room 50 this doorway had been breached at
the time of the destruction of the eastle, but the later squatters had erected in it a sort of bin,
running two Mlimsy walls of med and broken brick across the doorway on either side of the =],
and thus closing up the room, unless indecd they used as a door the hole which had been knocked
through into recm 3. a little above floor level.

The vaulting had rested ngainst the east wall; 2 very Intle of it remained in the northeast
corner ;. like the walls, 1t hod been mud- rendersd and whitewashed. There was no window to the
room, but a small niche in the cast wall lud held the lamp wsed o give light.  Probably this was
only a storergom and required safety rather than illumination. The room measured 310 m.
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by 345 me It were found two small fragments of a Meroitic ostrakon, the upper half of a small
Blue glaze Osiris amulet, a fragment of a small wooden vase laequered and decorated with a
sgraffeato floral design (gaar, PLo15), several fragments of ordinary paimted Meroitic potiery,
one of Coptic (red paint on buf slip) and one of the late Merottic or transition period with painted
festoons and small rosettes in relief.

Room 5 {zcc Pl 6).

The floor is of rough stone slabs everlaid with muwd, and = very much broken up,  In the
goutheast corner was a rectangular platform of brickwork t.20 m. by 100 m.; as it stood only
o.30 m. above the level of the stone foundations of the Aeor, it could not have nsen much above
the original leor level, and was presumably either a base for some heavy object or the foundation
of a brick ban: it docs not look like & divan.  There was a breach at the west end of the north
wall, the west wallitzelf had suffered severcly, and the west end of the south wall had been razed
down 1o the stone foundations: at the cast end of the reom, however, a large part of the vaulting
was intact.  Neither this nor the walls seem ever to have been whitewashed or even rendered, but
are quite rough. HBesules the doorways leading into reoms 4 and & there was a window at the
cast cid of the south wall, and probably there had been another in the west end of the same wall
where it was brokem away; the window was 3.5¢ m. above ground level and measured .10 m. by
o.ge . In the south wall there was alss an arched niche o 82 m. high, o5 m. wide and o.25. m.
deep, 1.40 m. above floor level, a similar arched niche was in the middle of the west wall,

In the cast wall, 5.15 m. from the floer, there was a shallow rectangular recess o.90 m. high
by .70 m. wide and about o.3o m. deep, which leoked as if 8 were meant 10 take a stone slab,
It was surmounted by a simiple cormice of tud Lrick, formed of two courses, the lower projeciing
©.05 m, and the upper oo m. from the face of the wall. On each side of this, in the angles of
the room, there was at the height of .30 m, from Joar level a hole o.20 m. sepaare, driven o.20 m.
into the brickwork of the east wall, clearly meant to take the end of 2 beam, the mark of which
could be seen on the face of the north wall, running out for a distance of 1 25 m,  As the room was
apparcntly otherwise roughly finshed, and (Gudging from the jar-sealings found in i) weed as
&t storeroom, it is difficult o \'_'!1.'l|:.'|5l1. theae features, which are mot '|1r|m:|||,~rv|,'|:|: m any ather room
in the castle,

The room measured L35 I !.l!.' 3-58 M. In it were found a fragment of Lasket-work, a
rectangular picee of mud (broken) marked with holes like a tally, a Aat, roughly cireular stone
marked with holes and lines (g12g. PL 1g), and six large miad jar-zealings, one appareitly
bearing a trefod leaf, one obliterated altogether, one with a ssake device ke that illustrated in
vol ut. p. 79. fig. 2, and three sthers shownin PL 13

Room 6.

Practically the whale of the south wall was destroyed down to the stone foundations, and
even of these two or three Mocks had been displaced.  Presumably there had been a window
on this sade.  There were three doorways i the room. one in cach of the other walls. That
inte room § had been breached and then clumsily patched up and narrowed by the squatters of
a later period with ﬂiumrv j:nnlm ol bhroken brck and Eﬂastyrﬁi muid; the doorway into the inner
court, which had also suffered severely, was completely blocked up by the end of the mud bin or
granary built in the corner of the courtyard after the dismantling of the fortress.  The western
doorway was the only one left open: one wooden jamb had been let into the south outer wall; the
western wall was too much destroyed to show the original height of the door, nor was there any
trace of the vault remaining. The walls had been mud-rendered, but, apparently, never
whitewashed. Mo objects were found in the room.  The room measured 350 m. by 320 m.

Roomi™y.

Koom 5.

Koom 6,
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Room 7.

This room opened out of the last and gave access to the secomd stasrcase: the door leading
to this, at the nortl end of the west wall, had been much damaged, and the jumhu were all broken
away, The north wall was stamding between two and three metres high, bt had been partly
undermined j1|.‘:l above floor level: while the room was |:|o':ili|.; cleared the preat u‘cight ol the
rubsixish Behind the wall {in room 210} thrust it forward from bebow, displacmyg it by about 100 m,
In order not to destroy the whele of this wall, which remained almost in position, leaning against
the rubbish, room 21 was not clearcd.

In the south wall was an arched niche .30 m. high by e.50 m. broad, o.8c m. above the
floor.  Just east of this the wall had been breached down to floor level, and bevond the gap
stood only 1.4e m. high. This gap came just where the window must have heen (in several
outer rooms of the castle the wall had been breached in downward continuation of the window-
line) and locked as if it might have served as a deor for the late settlers in the castle ruins; it
formed, however, no part of the onginal plan

The room measared 520 m. by 3.20m.  The springers of the vault, distinguished from tle
wall by a bevelled offset, were 2.55 m. above floor level: the crown of the arch had disappeared.
Both walls and ceiling had been mud-rendered, but there was no sign of their having been white-
washed., In the room were found 8 mud jar-sealing inscribed TAAPON (the first two letiers
were rather mdistinet, but could be restored from the other example found in room g, PL 130,
and o lotus flower roughly cut in sandstone and forming part of a tracery window,

Room 8 (The Sccond Staircase).

On passieg through the doorway from room 7 the stairs faced one; on the left was the thin
party wall that shut off the space bencath the return fights, on the right was the deorway into
room g, Owing to the presence of this deorway there were only two steps in the first flight
whech, together with the whole of the next Aight on the west side of the central pillar, rested on
@ solid base, the vaulting system being first employed for the return on the south side.  In the
wist wall was a window placed 26 high up that its crown cut well into the side of the vauit above
it: this window was of the false arch type; another window on the south side lighted the next
flight. The starr-chamber measured 3.30 m. by 305 m. 1t had not onginally been intended for
a stasrcase,  This was an afterthought, for instead of the vaults that supported the Qights being
hassle 19t 'I!w wall |1|.1:r]||.j.: I|!|g' rroeeEs of 1% 1'||||£lru-:'=h:-n. nE was Il'u,' [Tl i:|| 1l main siaircase,
ledges to take the springer-lricks had been roughly hacked i the face of the already existing
wall.

A breach hud been made through the south wall,  The whale staircase was in a far more
rrimois condition than was E|'|:: ||'.1|.1'1'; the central piﬂ:l:r o] -.m!y .10 m. i h, .arl-:l above that
height only the ledpes hacked i the walls showed where the vaulting hasd run,

O the floor was found a {r.'l.;:l:lwl:lt ol fliral stone tracery from a wandow.

Room g.

Entered fromm the .‘-1:'|:ir'|-.':i_'|'. The door in the north wall l|t'.'|.||i1|'“: o roonit 1o had Deen narrowed
in the pericd of squatter occupation by a thin screen-wall of muwd (gee P16, The west
wall had a window cloge up 0 the northern angle: this was e only nstance of an ouler BOO
in which the main wall of the castle had pot been breached. The staircase door had been
knocked abowt a gomd deal, and the enst wall had leen largely and at its south end utteely
destroved.  Both walls and ceiling had been rendered and whitewashed; the springers of the
vanlt were 2.2om. and the crown about oo m. above Aoor level. The Aoor was very rough
and uneven, the mixture of mud and ehopped straw overlying the original surface of the descrt
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having largely disappeared, and being partly overlaid by the refuse collected during the squatter Reem go

period.

The room measured 1.gom. by p7om.  In it were found a stone grinder, a flat worked
stone and another like a tally or game-board {(gr28, 1 15). an iron-teothed sickle (greg, P 15)
exactly like the modern mughds or mashil, and a curved knife-sheath of wood covered with
leather, also two plain mud jar-scalings, one inscribed [AAPLIN (PL 150 and one bearing a
snake sign like that o val. ob, p. 79, fig. v2a plan cup of groy-back ware of o type not found
in the cometery amd I:mlmlﬂ}' later an date, and a fragment of red pottery with Iack and eream-
coloured paint belonging to the late Blemyvan period

Room go.

The room  had had three doorways: that leading from ¢ had Been narrowed down, as
alreacdy deseribed, by the stragglers who settled in the ruined building amd paiched up such
parts as were at all habitable: the desrway an the north wall leading to 11 had been Blocked up
altopether by 1le same hands: enly the door mto ze remained open altogether. The west
wall had been breached from the window down to the stone foundations a large part of the
cast wall had been destroved and the doorway in it broken through. The vault had almost
entirely pone; its apringers were 1.15 m. above floor kevel, distinguished from the wall-face by
a bevelled offset, and its crown was 415 m. high.,  Hoth vault and walls had been well rendered
and whitewashed; and on the cast wall there could be distinguished in the patches of whitewash
that remained traces of graffiti showing a horse, a running camel, and a few marks that may once
have been Meroitic characters but were too far destroved to be legible.  The late patching of
the doorways was not whitewashed: in that of the norch door was bl in part of a lower
grindstone, The Aoor was of broken bricks and mud mixed with chopped straw, very uncven
and probably due in large part to the later rather than to the orgmal sccupants.

The room measured 3.gom. by z.7em.  In it were found two fragments of leather from
sandals, a bronze knife-blade (giog, Pl as), and a lamp of the coverad zsaucer type.

Room 10 A {on the first floor)

Thiz had a door in the south wall over that i the lower room. and :|.pp.1rc;nt]1l.' ane at the
north end of the cast wall

Room 11,

There was only one deorway in this room, that lading from reom 1o, which had been
blocked up; but in the cast wall a breach bad been effected into 1 which served all the purposes
of a door. and the outer western wall had alzoe been bremched down to the stone foundations.
|'r'| 1.||.4: north wnl[ Wik ..‘ir-:'!u,'ut nii_'lu,.- o, 7o I, ||'i'r;'||. .33 i alove Roor level, and in the south
wall, 1.05 m, up, was a shmlar miche,  The walls were roughly plastered with mud containing a
[.j.rgr. EI-CN.'I'I'I.I;I.]."!: 1:!! ulu:.p]u'ﬂ s!r."l.w.:n:nl had sever been whitewashed. The vault had not been
plastered. otherwise than o the course of construction; it was intact; the springers. not
distinguizhed by any offset, were 250 m. and the crown 4435 m. above the stone flags that
formed the foundation of the floor. The floor had been formed of alayer of chopped straw,
ashes and mud that overlaid the stone foundations to & depth of perhaps o 3em.; but the
surface was 20 broken that accurate measurements were not possible,

The room measured .60 m. by s.4em. In it were found two fat stone grinders, a lower
grinding-stone and part of a second, some nuts of the ddm palm. fragments of rough pottery,
including one of a lamp of the covered saucer type, and o small piece of papyroz, found on the
threshold of the blocked-up doorway.

Hoons fon

Room ra Al

Riawiit 1.
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Room 112,

The only doorway was im the cast wall into room 3. There had bheen two windows, one in
eiels of the outer walls, but both of these hacd Deen breached down o foundation level.  In the
south wall there was & niche cut into the face of the wall, and in the east wall another, o.55 m.
high and 1.25 m. above the Aoor. The walls and vault had been smoothly plastered with mud
and whitewashed, and on the whitewash were scratched a fair number of graffiti. Owing to the
decay of the chopped straw in the plaster, as well as to the falling away of large pieces of the
surface, these were seldom mntelligible; bt in the south wall could be distinguished a man on
horschack attacking a camel, a crocodile; a jackal and & ship, The room measurcd 3.6c m.
by 4.20 m,

Room 13.

In the north side were twe windows high up and cutting into the sade of the vaulting: both
had been breached down to the stone foundations.  In each of the other walls was a doorway.
That on the west, opening out of room 12, had been narrowed slightly by the late settlers, a
column of poor brickwork being built up against the north jamb.  There was a reveal o235 m.
decp and .15 m. wide, to take the doeor; there was no sign of the hinge-stone, but a stone slab
was built into the south jamb just below the spring of tle arch. At the cast end of the south
wall was a deorway 1o room 19: the jambs and reveals had been bBroken away, but the arch
remained ; further along the same wall was an arched niche with bevelled reveal, 1.10 m. above
floor lewel, In the east was the doorway to room 14, The walls, like the vault. had been md-
rendered amd whitewashed ; of the whitewash very Iitthe remained, and the teaces which it bore
of graffiti had no more meaning.  The vault, distioguished from the wall by a bevelled offsct,
had its springers a.45 m. and 118 erown about 400 m. above flooe level; it was all broken away,
and its height could only be mensured from the marks left on the west wall-face. The e
was of mud laid on the patural stone, and bat little of it remained.

The room measured 4.75 m. by g.2em.  In ot were found a siring of five small blue glass
beads, late; o picee of bent o, apparently a liasp (giseg), a cow's horn; some twisted grass
cord; a little painted pottery of Blemyan type, all in small fragments; and part of a leather
sandal

Room 14.

The whole of the north and the northern part of the cast wall were atterly destroyed.
Probably in the north wall there had been two windows, as in room 13; there had been a
doorway leading to room 15 in that part of the east wall which had been broken down.  In the
south wall, right in the corner, was a door leading to room 17, and in the middie of the wall an
arched niche with bevelled reveal (see Pl 7). In the west wall was the doorway to room 13;
this had a deep reveal 1o take the deor; the threshold was in position, and consisted of two
rough blocks of sandstone.  The walls and vaolt had been whitewashed, but litile of thas
remained and there were no distinguishable graffiti. The vault bad disappeared altogether
except at the southwest corser where a few of the springers still kept their position at a height
of #.35 m. from the fAoor. The floor had been of muwd lad over the matural rock, but most
of the surface haid perished,

The room measurcd 425 m. by 560 m In it were found a lamp of the covered saucer
type and a plain stone conieal weght.
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Hoom 15,

The whale of the north and east walls had been destroyed down to the foundation stones,
and at the corner even these had been overthrown: a larpe part of the south wall was also razed,
but encugh of the foundations remained to show that a doorway leading into room 16 had stood
at its eastern end; the north end of the west wall had fallen, and so only the southwest cornee
of the room survived i more than outhine.  The walls and vault had been plastered and
whitewashed: the wvault, distinguished from the wall-face by a bevelled offset, had its springors
265 m. above floor level; the floor had been of mud lapd over the natural rock but its surface
had almost wholly perished.

The room measured 425 m. by dbom.  In it were found a stone weight insenbed on two
of itz zides IIEC and MIXA (9138), and two fragments (Atting together) of gazelle-skin leather
inscribed on both sides with Copiic text; these latter were found just above the floor level about
1.6 m. from the cast and .00 m. from the north wall under about o.7e m. of rubbish (see p. 5).

- Room 16.

The north and cast walls are almost entirely destroyed and the south wall is badly breached
where stood the decrway into room 1, while its castern end has fallen altogether.  Presumably
there was a window 1 the cast wall.  The west wall has a breach oo m. wide opening into
rooan 17 this may have been used as o doorway by the late squatters, but was not such originally.
No sign of whitewash remained wpon the walls.  The vault springers were 2.2 m. above floor
level: the mud surface of the floor had almost entirely disappearcd, leaving the natural rock
exproged.

The room measured 420 m. by 3.20 m. Nothing was found i at.

Room 17.

In the north wall was a doorway leading intoe room r3.  This was the only door and the
room therefore corresponds very closely to room 4 on the opposite side of the passage-room 3:
like it, it was not lighted by any window and was approached by a single doorway put as far away
as possible from the main entrance to the castle.  The east wall was breached inte room 16, and
«the south wall into room 3; i the west wall was an arched niche o.65 m. high by o5 m. by
o.qom. deep, r.iem. above the floor. The walls had been plastered with mud but not
whitewashed.  The greater part of the vault was intact, only the east end of it having collapsed:
its springers were 2,55 m. above the floor level, The Aoor was of mud thinly spread over the
natural rock, and was faicly woll preserved.

The reom measured 3.50 m. by 345 m.  In it were found only a modern adze {turiya)
head and a leaden toy whistle in working order, also modern, and a United States two cent
postage stamp.

Room 18,

This was the best-preserved room in the castle. It was entered only from 22, the light-well,
by a door which was blocked up by the lnte bin bawilt in the corner; there was also in the south
wall a single window giving on the lght-well, set high ap, like the ground-floor windows in the
outer castle walls, so that its crown cut mto the side of the ceiling-vault and the space
between the window proper and the extrados of the coiling had to be covered in by a short
subspdiary vault. In the north wall towards the cast end of it was a niche roughly hacked out
in the brickwork: in the west wall was built an arched niche o.fo m. hegh by .05 m. by o.4o0 m.
deep, 1.25 m. above floor level.  Along the north and south walls, at a height of 2.60 m. above

oo g

Raom i,

Rowm 12,

Roowm 15,
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the floor, let into the first springer-course of the vault, was a row of projecting stones, round-cnded
and pierced horizontally.  They were roughly built in, so that the line made by the holes was
none too true: they measured about ey m. either way and projected about o.re m; the holes
were some 0.0z m. in diameter.  An exact parallel to these stones can be secn in some modem
Nubian houses, where ropes are strung from one to another across the roosm and from the ropes
are hung baskets or pots of food, vepetables, ete. In the modern hounses these rooms are the
conking-rooms, and it i not unnateral to suppose that at Karanig alae this room may have been
the castle kitchen.

The roof was intact {except for.a small hole at the cast end), and had its springers 2.55 m.
and s crown g.06 m.above floor evel, The floor had been of mud laad over the natural rock, but
very little of 318 surface remained,  The walls had been very roughly plastered with mud but
never whitewashed, and were blackened by smoke. It is noticeable thai, though the doorway
of the reom had been considerably enlerged by the fall of the top of its arch, and though the
collapge of the high walls let wastly more light mto the cowrtvard or light-well than can have
filteresd dewn into it when the whole bailding stood complete, in spite of the hole in its roof the
room wag still very dark.,  The modern XNubian does not lét much sunlight into his house,
bast the ground-fleor chambors of the ancient castle, if we may judge from this the most perfect
example, must have been so glosmy that we cannol but assign them to the more menial
class of its inhabitants, rescrving for the better sort the lighter reoms with their more generous
windows of the (EERIEH floor.

The room meastred 3.50m. by 500 m. Nothing was found in it.

Room 10,

Im the north wall there was at its western end a doorway opening into reom 13, part of it
had fallen.  In the east wall, which originally presented no special features, the niche i room
1% had Been broken through and formed a rough hole.  In the south wall was a doorway leading
to room 20 the wall had collapsed swith the fall of the vault and stood only 150 m. high (zee P18,
Fig, a): near its west corner was a niche o.40 m. wide and 110 m. above Mloor level.  The west
wall had been breached inte room 11, Both wall amd vault bad been smoothly plastered and
whitewashed: the vault had fallen in;  its springers, distinguished from the wall-face by a bevelled
offset (seen in the photograph) were 245 m. above floor level. The surface of the mud floor
was fairly well preserved and showed that, like the walls and ceiling, it had originally been
whitewnshed. This was presumably done to lghten the room, which must have been somewhat
dark at the best sinee it depended altogether on sccondary ight and got even this only through
the doorways—unless indeed the apparent niche n the rumned zouth wall was really a narrow
window like that in the south wall of room ) but even 2o its narrowness, and its distance from
the light-well, would have prevented its being very effective.  This whitewashing of the floors
{¢f. moom 2¢) is an wnexpected fenture and one not paralteled by modemn Nubian howses:
certainly the room cannot have been used ag a storeroom when such pains were taken to make
it habitable, and one would be inclined to refer it, together with room 2o, to the female
glaves of the establishment who lived on the ground foor but in its more private and
sequestered rooms,

The roomn measured 350 m. by 390 m.  In ot were found a mwd jar-scaling with cross design
similar to ome from room 3 (see PLor3), a small wooden handbe; perhaps for a stileito, lengih
o.o8g m., a stone plaving-board or tally (gr27, PL 15), part of a =mail lozenge-shaped stone trouglh,
some pottery o the clarpcteristic painted Blemyan types and one white and red fragment to
be assigned rather to the Coptic period, and part of a red pebble-burnished wheclmade pot of
mdefinite Lype
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Room 20,

In the north wall was the doorway to room 19 already described, and there may have been
a window towards @ts western end.  In the cast wall was a window opening on the light-well:
the soffit of its arclh was 180 m. above floor level; below it the wall was breached down to the
ground.  The south wall had been breached at its east end through mito mom 21, bt there
had been no door here origimally; in the west wall was a door leading into oom 1o, The
walls and vault had been smoothly mud-rendered and whitcwashed: of the vault nothing
remained except a fow of its springers 245 m, fromy the ground and the mnprnt of s curve on
the wall where the crown reached a height of 42o0m. As 0 reom 19 the floor had
been whitewashed and a pood deal of 1ts omginal surface remaimed (see PL 3 al.

The room measured 3,42 m 1;}' 360 m, In it were foumd a Ern: ped of A zelle-skin lexthor,
uninscribed, a wooden spandle-whorl, and part of the rimd of a large melon.

Rowm 21,

This was not excavated (see on room 7h.

Room 22 (The Light-well or Courtyarnd).

This was an open courtyard, occupying the area of two rooms and therelore disturbing the
symmctry of the castle plan, masmuch as there were two seis of rooms on three of 11 sides bt
on the fourth, the south side, only a single reom Between it and the outer wall of the castle.  The
rooms of the inner series had for the most part windows opening onto this open space, and so
while on the ground level it was used as the courtyand of the palace and doubtless was the
scene of its busiest life, it served also as a light-well for the surrounding chambers that could
not be lighted from the outside

The flour was of beaten mud, as rough as that of the court of a modern Nubian house,  In
the northwest corner was a brick circle about 1.60 m. in diameter; the marks on the wall showed
that it had had a conical or beehive shape some .20 m. high; above this height the brickwork
of the wall was desply Dlackened by smoke. It s probable that this fumace belongs to the
genuine castle period: the fact that it is on the original ground level necd not count for mich
or for anything but its position near the ** kitchen™ (room 18), the absence of ovens in any of
the rooms, and the probability that the original iwhabitants did have ovens and would put them
in the courtyvand rather than in any of the ill-ventilated chambers, are all in favour of thas
belonging to the proper castle plan,  In the southeast comer the presence of similar blackening
upon the walla (though there are no definite traces of brickwork) may be evidence for another
oven opposite to the first,

In the northeast corner and in the southwest we have to deal with structures of a very
different date. Just in front of the door of reom 18 a shallow rectangilae pit had bees dug
below the original floor level and rouwmd three of itz sules (the fourth being Aush with the cast
wall of the court) had been built thin flimsy walls of broken brick and plastersd mud similar
in character 1o that which partially blocks the doorway between reoms g and 1o (sec Pl 6).
The north wall of this bin or granary ran along the threshold of the door and completely blocked
the entrance to room 18; o bedge roughly cut in the east wall 1o take the odge of a wooden lid
over the bin showed that itz onginal height was rogm. It iz likely that wihen the bin was
made the floor level had already risen & good deal above the original, and that only a certain
proportion of the bin-wall stosd above the surface. A very similar erection in the southwest
cormer blocked the entrance to room 6 it was, if anvthing, of oven mougher construction.  On
the question of date it i3 worth noticing that both these bins stood to a considerably higher level
than the much better bailt oven.

Kooup 2o

Koom 21,

RKoom 22
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In the nosth wall (see PL 8 b) was the pointed-topped window of room 18, 3.26 m. from the
pround, measuring in extreme height ogs m.  Above this was the arched Frst-Aoor window,
530 m. above ground, 1.9e m. high. At 8.2em. were two narrow fAat-topped windows only
oo . wide and oo m. high, above these the wall was broken away.  Along the face of the
north wall, 4.0e m. from the ground, were sevien double holes bet into the brickwork: they were
au2g i deep, the upper holes were some .30 m. square and the lower holes o.20 m. high by
a.3o m{see Pl &, Fig.a and the section on PL 23); they seem to have been meant to take beam-cnds.
Simtlar holes ran along the face of the west wall at a height (measunng to the top of the holes)
of fi.75 m. ; there were foar between the north angle and the window and one south of the sandow,
At this kevel there ran along the north wall-face a slight indented line cutting across the top of
the window-arch; it looked as if here the edge of a heavy plank had been partially let into the
wall; on the west wall a similar ridge oceurred at the level of the beam-holes in the north wall,
and here too were two beam-holes .35 m. and 4.05 m. from the north commer,  On the north wall
the two levels were connected by a line of small holes slanting up and suggesting a ladder.  On
the other walls there were no such marks to be secn

The natural explanation of these holes and ledges s that there was a double baleony or
platform covering the northern half of the courtvard for some go00 m.oand extending right
across iL from east to west; the beam-holes represent the platform supports, the ledges the
plank floor, and the two are connected by a ladder; the wooden uprights that supported the
gouthern ends of the beams have naturally disappeared.  As agninst this view it must be urged
that the position of these two baleonies, having no connection with the apper rooms of the
castle, the upper one of which is at a totally different level, and so placed as effectuaily to cut
off all light from the already gloomy rooms 3, 18, 19, 20, as well as from the more important
first-Hoor rooms above these, would quite stultify the architect of the building: it is almaost
impssible to imagine a permanent structuee of thig sort.  OF course it may have stood s0; or
there may have been a regularly recurning need for such a structure whose skeleton would be
permanently installed, whereas the plank Aooring might only have been lad down as eecasion
demanded; ¢ g it is possible that the walls of the courtyard were whitewashed; there is no
evidence at all for this, but from room-walls equally exposed the mud plastering and whitewash
found on sheltered faces have peeled away quite as thoroughly and leave a surface as little
indpeative of 118 former condition as the walls of the courtvard. I in order to give sorely needed
light 1o the inner rooms the walls of the light-well received an occasional coat of white, it 15 just
possibile that the scaffolding might have stood permanently in position, or at any rate that the
holes by which it was supported were left open in the wall-face for use on each recurring spring
cleaning. It s almost certain that the structure, whatever it was, belongs to the original
wecupation of the castle. for though the later squatters did oocupy at least one room of the
upper storey (that above 18), vet the erection of o big and elaborate a thing as this is quite out
of keeping with the slipshod, Aimsy character of their general patchwork: they would be far
meore likely to have put up a wooden roof, if anywhere, over one of the less ruined rooms whose
smaller span would have rendered the task less ambitious and, by doing away with the need
jor wooden uprights, less costly,

The east wall of the court is much ruined and only the ground-floor doorway of room 3
can be traced. On this floor there were, a5 we have scen, no windows. for room z, as being hittle
more than a passage, required but little light, and room 4, as a storeroom, none at all.  Presumably
the upper rooms were lighted by windows similar 1o those on the north and west sides, On the
south there were ne windows at all, since here there was only a single set of rooms, and these
all got their light through the outer main wall of the castle; the doorway into reom 6 was the
only feature. A breach had Been knocked through into the comer of room 5. On the west
sithe there was at the south end a doorway into reom z1, and this room had presumably had a
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window onto the court correapomding to that of room 2o, but the wall was broken away below
ita level, The window of the groand-Aoor room 2o had been breached down 1o the ground
it was a round-topped window and curious constructronally, being a combination of a truee
arch on the outside. with a skew vault in the thickness of the wall (ste p. 130, Above this was
an arched window formed of a double row of s3x vaulting bricks lad flat as headers in the upper
row, and on cdge in the lower; immedistely above this at & height of 8.6¢ m. from the
ground was another window probably of the same size, but altogether ruined.,

The courtyard measured 7.0em. by 4oom. In it were found three large stone troughs
{two of them had holes worn through the bottom), a stome impost with secket for door-jamb
and hole for hinge, a fragment from a stone tracery window, a clay lamp of the covered saucer
type and another of the long-nozzled type resembling Byzantine lamps, & fair number of
fragments of characteristic painted Blemyan pottery, mostly from large vessels. a kollpot of
laeruered waood in black, yellow and red (grie, PL 15}, a fragment of Arabic MS8. on parchment,
a fragment from a printed copy of the Koran, and a fragment from a Yorkshire newspaper
of 1878,

Roam 22,



House 1,

CHAPTER IV
THE HOUSE RUINS

Huowse 1

Tue house was surrounded by a lnrge quadrilateral enclosure measunng some §o.00 m.
by qeeom.  The wall that enclosed it was of mud brick. usually upen rough stone foundations;
it had been much ruined, and the whole of the southeast corner had wholly disappeared. On
the west =ide some rough and rather =lightly bkt walls bad been buiit between the outer or
courtyvard wall and that of the house, forming a small enclosure and a long narrow passage
which. though apparently blocked at the end, may have served as an approach to the house.

The house itselfl stood on s;|.i,'|iri1|;.: groamd, the rooms along the east LTCRE the lowest level
irom which the other floor levels rose in o series of steps.  The buibding was much roined;  the
walls in many cases were destroved down to the level of the floors, and seldom stood more
than about o.60 m. above them.  Along the east side, the outer wall of the house was built on
rd_lugh stone :I'lll.l'll'ﬂ‘.lllmh. 'Ua'l'llll,'h mt !I'“' 'I'Illrllb{"ﬂﬁl oorner '|1r||-] 1!" Si S Lo thi'."‘k':‘n th:. U:'a.l]s
by .25 m.,

Room 1. The walls had been destroved 1o too low a level 10 show any traces of doorways,
Tt Bl & o floor.

Roeom 2 had a mud Aoor at a somewhat higher level; in this room were found four sherds
of characteristic painted Blemyan pottery and a small {ragment of a stone window=frame: the
walls were in iﬂm;l.".i o.75 m. high.

Room 3 showed no traces of any floor: from just outside ats gouth wall came one blwe glass
apherabd and one carnclian facetted lentowud bead.

Room 4 had no deorway; the fleor was of mud lad over rough stone slabs, and was o.50 m.
higher than that of room 1.

Boom & had no fleor: the walls stood oo m. high.

Room 6 was clearly an open. unroofed conrt. Along the north side ane the rematns of an
out-of-door staircase; the first step was solid, it stood apgainst the west wall and was o.30 m.
high; the two biocks against the north wall (o.30 m. high) had supported a barrel-vault of
mud brick, over which the steps had run.  In the south wall was a doorway Teading into room 7,
and in the west wall another doorway leading inte room g, There were found i the room
fragments of 2 cup of Black incised ware and of a small alabaster kehlpot with very thin walls.

Room 7 was long and narrow.  The wall, especially on the south side, was much destroyed,
in e southwest commer was a block of masonry mensuring o.4e m. by o.zs m., and in the
same wall, 6o m. from the west corner, were bailt in two rough fat stones, one of which
projected o.zo m. from the wall-face; it is very probable that the main doorway into the house
was here and that the comner Block served as a doorstep

Room B8 had deorways in the south wall into room g and in the west wall into Foom 1r;
the walls stood about efem. high. A geed many fragments of pottery were found in the
roon, including =ome of I xlviil from a cup resembling in decoration 8723 (voliv, PL g2), I 1xii
in lightly buenished red wheelmade ware, and rough handmade hearth-buened pottery,

Room g had doorways in the north, east and south walls, the last being to the statrcase;
in the west wall there had been a doorway mto room 12, but this had sulsequently been walled

(A
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up. The walls were about oo m. high, A small fragment of blue glage ware and two of House .

simply painted pottery were found in the room.

Room 10, The staircase,  On passing through the door that led from room g, you turned
to the left to ascend the first flight,  This was sodad.  With the first turn 1o the right the steps
were supported on brick vaults, but as the walls and the central pillar stood only oo m high,
and the first flight of the stairs had reached a point higher than this. there was no trace of such
vaulting left. The pillar measured 2. 30 m. by oo m.  Behind i, on the south, cast and west
gides waz a vacant space under the stairs, probably used as a cupbeard; it was shut in
at the foot of the stairs by o very thin eurtain-wall.  There were found in this stair-clamber
fragmenis of pottery F xlvi with “eolumbine™ pattern in black, red and purple, onoa light
E'm'“'l' F v, and several other ]Jil;l'l.h!rl I!iuﬁ'.'i.

Reom 11. The mud floor was o.30 m. above that of room & The mner walls had been
deatroyed down o floor level, and ihere was no trace of any dodrwiy. In the southwest
corner was a brick base, not much above the floor, presumably intended to support some
weight. One painted frapment and some picces of coarse, handmade pottery were found in
the room.

Foom 12. In the east wall was a doorway leading mto roonn 5. To the south of this
there had been nodoorway into room o, This had later been blocked up with a thin rough wall
of mixed stones and bricks, leaving a recess in the wall-face! a gquarter-column of brick stood
by the south jamb, and beyond this there seems to bave been raised brickwork, Tike o divan,
reaching to the southeast corner of the room.  Along the south a wall had been bailt in the
room paralbel 10 amd o.40 m. from the main wall of the house.  To this space there was no wisille
inlet. but its walls were strongly coloured by fire, and it seems Lo have been a sort of furmace.
A few fragments of pottery. including painted picces of shapes F xlviil and F i and of a late ()
reddish=yelbow bowl F lxxxi, were found here; in the room itsell were feagments of I v painteid
with figures of leopards in black and white on a red ground, of a heavily ribbed pot of clouabit ful
shape, of the hard white-faced warc, classcd by us in our Areika volume, p. 36, as g and
other bess distinctive wares, In the northwest corner of the room a line of bricks ran
dingonally from wall 1o wall; it may have been a bin, bat its meaning is not obvious.
Outside the south wall was found a lotus-flower carved in sandstone, part of o trcery
wincow (g133. PL 17)h.

Theugh the area covered by the courtyard i considerable. the house itzelf is not large.
The stybe of brickwork shows clearly that it is of early date, and this iz Borne out by the character
of the bulk of pottery fragments found within it; the slight alteration consisting in the walling-up
of the doorway between rooms ¢ and 12, though the walling itseli is of careless and late type,
dewes not necessarily bring oven the pericd during which the house was ecoupied down very late
in the hizstory of the town,

Tl ground plan of the howse, with it2 open courtyard surrounded by one or two rows of
rooms, and with its winding staircase on one side of the (presumed) entrance, is not unlike
that of the castle, but the resemblance between the buildings was prolably not so great as
appears. Hooms 4 and 5 wWere certainly mere Magarines, vaulted {as the thickness of their walls
would imply) and entered by doorways in the southern walls set some distanee from the ground,
and ooly reached by the open-air staircase. 1t is very likely that the same is troe of rooms
1, z and 3. The number of lving-rooms on the ground fleer would therefore be reduced 1o
five, counting in the narrow entrance-chamber, room 7. Sinee the outer walls are of uniform
thickness throughout the building, it may be that the sccond-storey rooms extended over the
whole: tut a% the walls are only o.8s m, thick, it is improbable that there was ever a thied
storney,
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Hovse 2 (see Pl o).

The house stood on the highest point of a low tongue of rock that runs out from the edge
of the sandstone desert, and is separated by a little sandy valley from the similar spure o which
the castle stood,  Being thus exposed. the house has suffered severely; the walls are highest
in the centre of the gite, whepe I:Im-:..' stand about one mekre above Qoo level, buat the outer walls
are still more ruined, and the rooms to the ecast and southeast could only be measured by the
remaing of the floor sucface.  The outer wall was of mud brick upon heavy foundations of
pick-dressed . sandstons blocks resembling those of the castle; the inner walls were for the most
part of brick only.  The area covered by the balding is actually greater than that of the castle.
bing go.oo m. by Go.oo m., but its minous condition makes 128 less striking.

Rooms 1 and 1g were built out against the main wall of the house: they were of Himsy
construction and had been much rumed.  Between them lay a large square slab of sandstone,
which may have been a threshold, for apparently there was bere a door in the main west wall
giving access to room 2o, The two rooms would suggest porters” lodges,

Room 2 had a doorway giving on roon o) il was too much ruined to presont any features
of interest.

Rooms 3 and 4 were small magazines communicating one with another by a nareow doorway
in their party wall.  Access to them must have been gained by doors in their northern walls
sot at some distance above the ground, and reached by the open-air staircase in the courtyard (21).

Room 5 was approached only from the courtyard (2e): in it were found a great many
frapments of pottery of all types, and several ostraka (PIL 18, Fig. 1 and 20, Fig. 3).

Room 6 was & long and narrow roem with a gap at the cast end of its south wall {the outer
wall of the housel, which secimed to have been an original doorway ) on the west was the staircase
(=), and on the north a narrow deor into room 23, The room contained a good many pottery
fragments and, by the south door, a aumber of pear-shaped Mocks of crude mud, smoothed
earciully and with a hole bored through the small end,  The wse of these objects is uncertain.

Room 7. The stairease was much rained. The edpe of the first step had apparently
Been flush with the jamb of the door leading from room 6, and the second fight had rested on
a solid foundation.  Instead of a real central pillar there was only a thin wall, just enough to
support the vaults of the stair-Nights, which. in the confined space of the chamber, must have
been unuzually short.

Rooms B to 13 were a series of small magazines, the doors of which had been above the
level to which the walls are now standing: they presented therefore few individual features of
interest,  In & there was a raized base probably mtended for some heavy object; at the cast
end of 1o there was a rectangular chest or bin of crade mad; in 00 were found frogments of
a painted clay doll of very rude style; 17 was littered with remains of direa and other grains,
and there was also found in it an ostrakon (1%, 18, Fig. 2): the sonth end of 13 was partitioned
off as if for a granary by a slight wall of mixed brick and stone.

Room 14 had a deorway in the cast wall leading to 14 and another in the south wall leading
to z4. Against the middle of the west wall was a small mud erection semi-circnlar in plan,
oval in form, and divided down the middle inte twe parts: just oppozite to it, against the west
wall, there was a large jar buried in the ground for half its height.  The mud erection resembles
the nest or coop weed by the modern pensant for rearing young pigeons, and as i the modern
house the coop is usually flanked by 2 water-jar, it is probable that this was also the purpose in
the ancient example.  On the west wall lay an unfinished stone offering-talile,

Room 15 communicated with room 14 on the west and with room 16 on the cast. The
woatern doorway scems to have been Llocked up by a late bin of fimsy construction (cf. room 241,
and such a sign of subsequent ovcupation, of at all events of & change in the housc-plan, i
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confirmed by the fact that in this room there are two different floor levels separated from one Hews 2,
another by a thick stratum of burnt ashes.

Room 16 was much ruined. It had doorways on the west side anto 15, on the south into
2y, and on the east, where both the party wall and the outer house-wall were destroyed down
to floor level, there may well have been a third doorway inte reom 17, In the southwest corner
wis o small double bin, or perhaps & hearth, of criede mud.  In the foom was found a radely
carved stone Ba-statuctie (g137).

Room 157 was almost entircly ruined away. A true end 1o the south wall sugpested a
doorway, of which the western jamb had disappeared.  In the southeast corner there was no
trace of the outer house-wall, but the south wall had been recessed back, and within the recess
stood o lange upright stone slab with & worked face o the north; between it and the brickwork
Wis i BArTOW Space measuring 1.30 m. by 040 m.. perhaps for a wooden upright.  There may
thorefore bave been a large gateway in the east wall at this point,

Room 18 was much ruined. It had a doorway into 26, but presented no other features
calling for remark,

Room 20 appears to lave been the entrance-hall of the house. from which access was given
to the courtyard (21),  In 3t was found o round terra-cotta lamp.

Room 21 waz clearly an open courtyard, A% one entersd it from 22 there was directly
t two or three steps upon a
vault of maed brick) ran round the cast and south sides of the court and gave access in the first
place 1o the magazines 3 and 4, and subsequently to the roof, or to the first-storey rooms of this
part of the house, if such existed.  Two of the stone steps remain @ sife; they measure 1.oom,
igh and run without any balustrade night up fush with the face of the
supporting wall.  In the space below the stairs were found ostraka (P 1g, Fig. 35 20, Fig: a).
Opening out of the courtyand were other desrways on the north side into room 25, on the south
into £, and on the west into 22,

Room 22 was divided up by brick partitions into bins or granaries; across the door was a
block of masonry oo m. lugh, clearly imtended to prevent the contents of the rommn pouring
out when the door was opemed. It was impossible to say whether or no  these partitions
belonged 1o the original house-plan: they were not bonded into the walls, but that i no argument

for either view, and on points of bailding style these sereen walls are not always to be udged
by analogy with eonstrction walla.

Room 23 had doorways into room & on the south side and into 24 on the north.  There
was a large bin of crude mud and mud brick built agaimst the north wall.

Room 24 communicated with rooms 23 and 14, but the door beading into the latter seerns
to have been blocked at a later date by a slightly built granary running right across it.

Room 25 showed strong marks of burning in the southwest cormer,

Room 26, commumnicating with 1% and a1, was too much ruined away to present any features
of interest, and the case was the same with the large room 23,

The house was of typically early style: the stome foundations of the outer walls are parallcled
by the best examples of Blemyan work in the eastle, in the Anibeh graves, at Sheikh Daoud, Kasr
Ibrim and other sites: the brickwork was good, of large bricks, well and regularly laid; the
walls were, except in the small western magazines, smoothly plastered amd whitewashed. The
‘plan of the building. however, differs very materially from that of the castle, The hoose 15
chivaclesd into two distinet paris, the eastern and the western, and these communicate with each
other only by one doorway (that between rooms 15 and 16), placed as far as possible from the
two kmown entrances n rooms 6 and 200 A |=.1'j{|' part af the gnmurl floor was ].;i.\'r.l:l over to
small magazines that have no parailel i the castle.  The lmes of the crosz-walls also are much
less regular than in the castle; probably the walls thar divide the smaller magazines were not

upon the left a broad stone stairease which (supported after the fi

by o.jo ., are o.25 m.
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in all cases carried through tothe upper storey, where certain rooms may well have been larger
and the iﬂ:u'l more xin:!:h:: thus, rooms 1 and 4, 8 and g, 1o and 11, 12 and T3 pm'l_‘-nbl.‘l,' formed
but four rooms on the first floor. It would also appear likely that room 26 was not carried up
to first-floor level, sinee otherwise there would have been wo means of H.j;ht'in.g dimc'l.l._\.' the room
over 27, and the same must have been true of rooms 22 amd 25 (unless indeed 23 served as a
light-well to the wesiern section of the house). so that from first-floor level up the light-well
area would have been the whole square formed by rooms 21, 22, 25 and 26, i which case the
ground plan of the house is less abnormal than at first appears. I, on the other hand, room 23
was really a light-well, the division of the house into two practically independent parts would
be more marked than ever. It is fairly clear that the open-air staircase in 21 would not reach
higher than to the first-Aoor level, and this being so, the eastern half of the house cannot
have consisted of more than iwo storevs: the western hall may perhaps have bad three,

‘There was a great deal of pottery found upon the site, and the proportion of handmade
vessels, both large and small, was noticeably greas; it is clear that such pottery was in common
domestic use, but was not considered generally the correct thing for 1tomb [urniture.  In the
cemetery therefore it was found mostly in poor graves, whereas on the house sites it i3 much
more abundant and widespread. Several new types were noted (F Ixxiv, Ixxviid, laxix, A, B
and O sections of rims). also a number of fragments of F xii and kindred types (this was the
pottery generally used for ostraka). of F v, with painted decoration, F xvii. plain. F xlviid and
the allicd shapes. many picces being painted, and one of F lix of black handmade ware, burnished
but not decorated with punctured or incised omament. There were a good many fragments of
F ki with a dull red haematitic ground and cross-hatching or simple festoon patterns near the
rim in Bluc-black and vellowish-white. This particular ware. which was not exacily paralleled
in any of the graves. resembles more closely that found by D, G. A, Reisner in the tombs of
hisz X type in the district north of the Blemyan fromtier; it is probably late, and runs over into
Coptic.  Lying on the surface over room 17 was a fragment of stamped Chrstian ware (Pl 13)
somewhat like that shown in Areika, Pl zg. Fig. 6. There were several fragments of coarse
blue glize and a pood many fragments of plass vessels, one with spiral decoration of applied
glass thread, and a broken button or counter of millefiori glass.

Houvse 3.

This house stocd high up on a spur of mck separated from that on which stood house 2 by
a fairly deep sandy channel,  Being thus exposed the house bhad suffered greatly; only the
central rooms remamed, and of these the walls stood only some o.6o m. high,  They were all
11:|L|J-ir1a|5-t<:nﬂl and whitewashed, well bule, and ('!l:a.r‘l:; af ..-.'l.rly date,  The outer mooms had
altogether disappeared, and on the bare rock face not even their plan could be recoversd. 1t s
qll.i.!-e' |ike:!5‘ that l:mE}' the central rooms were more than one storey |1:i;.1']|. for =uch {r-'l.'r.:ll.'l{'ll.l:'l af
walls az can still be traced projecting beyond the central block are slighter in eonstruction and
s;-nrm]:.‘ l::..":p.'l.h'h.' of supporting an upper floor; but the site was 20 ruinons that its original p'l:nl
cannot be discussed to any great advantage.

Room 1 had in the middle of the floor a small, roughly built structure, long and narrow,
and about oo m. high, covered with a barrel-vault, and with an opening at its east end; it
supgested a baking-oven, bat did not show sufficient signs of burning to give much ground o
the suggestion. Three small and very frapmentary ostraka were found in the room. There
woere na traces of doors at the height to which the walls stood.

Room 2z had a doorway at its nortliwest comer giving access o room 35 the west wall was
destroyed almost down to floor level, bt a gap in the centre of it seemed to mark the place
where there had been an outer door; this, however, had apparently been blocked up later, and
a thin wall some 3.00 m. long met the wall-face just at this point
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Room 3 communicated with rooms 2 and g, but ]msm.-:qwfi no features of any pitErest

Room 4 had had a doorway into room 5, bat the south wall had suffered very much, amd
1he dm:.r-jmnl.s heail rli-s.a_m)cup_—-:l .-\uaimﬁ'l. this wall there had been a simall bin built of maad
brick and daub. A picce of glass enmnelled with flowers in red, yvellow and blue, was found in
this room. actually below what bad been the Moor level, bat the foor bevel was too miuach broken
for this fact to have any significance, and the glass iz almost certainly of Arab date.  In the
room were alss found two rapments of clay statuettes (gizg A PL a3} and a plece of a smsll
obsidian vase,

Room 5 had a breach in the east wall, which may represent an ofiginal doosrway, comparison
with other plans would lead us te expect a staircase in this room., but in its ruined condition
there was no sign of such,

The projecting walls to the north of the house gave evidence of a room or rooms of which
the major part had disappeared.  Two parallel walls close together and 3,70 m. long may perhaps
ropresent an open-iir staircase. Close to this there were two furnaces hewn roughly into the
brickwork of the man house-wall amd burnt a deep red by constant use.  Beyond them two
pillars of Lrickwork, one against the wall-face and another o.65 m. from the first, were of uncertain
meaning. Close to thiz was found a bronze Anger-ring with apparcntly unmeaning marks
engraved on the bezel (groa).

A small fra nt of an ostrakon (Pl 2o, Fig. 7)1 was found just souwth of the ocenteal
building i1 the muined room there, of which only the beginnings of the walls remaimned.

Hovse g (see Pl 27}

Houses 4, 5 and 6 formed a single group in the middbe of the town; they were contiguos,
amd it was not easy to see precisely what were the limits of each.  Botween g and 5 an alley
ending in an open yand seemed to give a {adrly definite barrier, though in the latest period the
levels here were 20 much raised that carly barriers were quite obliteratod, and the vard which
properly belongs to house § may well have extended into the neighbouning property.  Houses
g and & were still more difficult to define. It scems tolerably clear that in the first period house ga,
which was perhaps an carlier building altogether, was the principal structure, A little later,
probably, the small and comparatively poor house 6a was boilt up against the corner of it, Between
it and the fine early house to the south: it may be that 6a was really an annex to 42, In the
later period considerable additions were made to house 6n, various rooms being added againse
the cast wall of 4a, and while most of the olid walls continued in use, a large new courtyard was
added on the southeast. and there were incorporated what seem 1o have been outbuildings of
the first period.  Over the meins of howse g8, o good many of whose walls were still standing
high enough to be re-used, oilier rooms were built s but whether these formed part of the new
house 6 or formed (@s is mone ||r\|;|l,la.h'||,-_| o separate 1l1|.'1_'||.mg, it 1= dificuly to decide: the fact
that the late house § had 5 courtvard of 15 own on the west, overlying the rooms 5 a and Sa of
the older howse, make it more |:|mha,1'n]|;- that the buildings were separate. House g will therefore
b treated as a distinet building both of the early and of the late dates. It 2 1o be noticed,
however, that though two levels® can i 1']D.iLr|:h."r|L|'|'v|,'1'|:'|:|.tia|I::'|| o the site—corresponding to a
first perind, namely that of the founding of the town in general, and to a period of rebuilding
after destruction—yet here the work of the second pérvod i vastly better in quality than that,
for instance, upon site 50 this difference may be due merely to the relative wealth of the
owners, bt a COMpRrison of the details makes it appear more probabile that the rebilding is
earlier in date than that of house § and of other sites such as house 8. It isimportant bo recogmize
this, as otherwise confusion might arise from supposing that, the period of reconstruction being

*The patching of the walls of the second gerind was on o small seale and did not alter levels
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Fense g, uniform throughout the whole town, corresponding levels upon different house-sites could be used
indigcriminately for chronological arguments.  This is not the case; Jevels in each house must
be considered separately.

Booms 1 to'6 of the latesi house overlay older rooms, also six in number but differently
arranged.

Room 1, The floor was of mud laid over a mass of vaulting-bncks that sepresented the rool
of the alder house: the walls were solid and well banlt; when they did not cun over the old walls
which served as their foundation. the new foundations went down nearly a8 low as the old floor
level, Im the room were found iragments of common wndecorated pottery and the rim of &
big bowl with roséite ormament in relic Under the Aeor level were two rooms of the older
period and also a narrow passageway which seems to have served as the main entrance o the
house and thus gives to it a ground plan rather different from anyihing else found upon the site.
The front deor was on the north. and 4he hall led stragght through to the staircase and thence to
Toom 4 4, while a door on the left opened on room 2 4 and the small room 1 a was reached through
this. The floor of the rooms was 1.00 m. below that of the later building. the walls were for the
most part heavy, well built, mud-rendered and whitewashed: the rooms had all been vaulted.
In the room. 2 a were the fragments of a handmade jar (F v.) with red haematite surface and a
rough design of spots and bars in white (gri6): in the southeast corner of the same room, by
the deorway, stood a red vessel of handmade ware, full of ashes and heavily burned, clearly used
as a hearth.  The doorway scems to have bed only to a cupboard under the stairs in 3 a.

Room 2. The central pillar of the staircase stoed well above the floor level of the neigh-
bouring rooms, and on the east side of the pillar the steps remained also well above that level:
it looks as if only the lower fliphts had Been rubbished up and the stairs had continued n use
during the later period of the house. The south wall had been entirely rebuilt and the north
doorway blocked up.

Rooms 3 and 4. The dividing wall between these two rooms was broad Lot only two
courses high (one course was Inid aslant on edge) and was perhaps never carried up to ceiling
level: there was no opening an the wall, but it was not standing so high that part of it may not
have been used as & threshold.  There was a door in the west wall of room 4 leading out mto
the courtvard.  Both the enst wall, which rested on the older brickwork, and the west wall, which
was independent, were marked by courses of bricks set on edge and were of rather inferior st yhe
gencrally.  Under them lay & single narrow room (4a) which extended a little to the south
beyond the main wall of the later building. The upper floor level had perished bt
the foundations of the later walls were only &8s m. above those of the older.  In this room was
found the chalice g,

Room 5 The upper foor level was preserved and was room. above the lower, the
intermetdiate space beng Alled up with vaulting bricks fallen from the first roof: the old wallz
were whitewnshed, and stoad from obe m. to 2o m. high,  In the bate east wall was a doorway
which had been Llecked up at a subsequent period with a typical late Blemyan wall of rough
small bricks with header courses slamwize on edpe; this piece of brickwork resembiles that on such
sites as house 5 {late) and is perhaps more contemporary with them, louse 4 (late) belonging
to an carlier e than the upper buildings on some other sites.  In this room and i room &,
where too the upper Aoor level was intact 1.0 m. above the older, no pottery of any particular
intg-rl,-ﬂ wirk foanmil.

. Reoms 7a and 8a did not communicate directly with room g a, alongside of which they
lay, but seem 1o have been reached theough another rom or passage on the south which lay
outside the limits of the excavations: a breach of the cast end of the party wall was probably
a dosrway between the two rooms, and in the northwest corner of 8 a was a wide doorway beyond
which work did net go; its east jamb was preserved, but the nerth end of the west wall had been
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Liroleedn away. The walls were well bualt, mud-rendered and whitewashed, and fitted with niches House 4
for lamps.  Fragments of a good bowl of clear white glass were found in 8 a,

Above these twio rooms streiched a vard belonging 1o the later house: it floor of beaten mud
was unbroken but the boundary wall nowhere stodsd more than two courses high and muech of it
had disappearcd altogether.  Against the wall of the house a pit had been sunk (hence the
breach in the wall between 5.a and & a) which was lined with brick, the brickwork was carricd
up o little above ground level and the bin or granary so formed was roofed with rough stose
slabs forming a raised divan against the house wall.

Excavations did not proceed west of this vard, and thoeugh a wall of old date was found
running alliquely from the nerthwest corner of reom 8 a down to a small room that underlay
the late courtvard (1 1) of howse 5, its connection, if any. with the ground plan of house 4 a could
notl be ascertained.

Houvse § (see PLL g, 26).

There were here two houses, the later superimposed upon the carlier but covering a larger fouw 5.
area, Many of the older walls were incorporated in the second building but some had been
destroyed down below the upper floor level and were consequently disregarded when the lines
of the later house were lasd out. The alder hotise was a poorly built structure apparently of only one
fleor, for the walls were not strong enough o support a second storey and no vaulting-bricks
were noticeable amengst the ruing.  In one or two instances there were courses of headers set
on edge in the walls of the upper building, which from its general character may be classed as
more or less contemporary with the upper houses on sites 6 and 8; Dbut it does not follow that the
earlier building here is necessarily of the same date as the lower howses on these other sites, Tt
may be so, in which case it must be reganded as a dwelling of the poorer class of people: but it
equally well may and perhaps more probably does belong to the meddbe period when some of the
older houses were undergoing repair and alteration.  The later house was also of a poor type
throughout, and the heavy Inyer of mud and burnt rabbish that spread over a great part of the
site may well be the remains of a flat roof of mats or palme-ribs Iid across Deams and covered
with a mud coating; this is the roof normally in use at the present day.

Even the lower house-plan is ill-ordered and srregular. It seems 1o have formed roughly
two sides of a square of which the remainder, in the sowtheast, was an open court; the rooms
were i a double rnge except in the southwest corner whicl wag given over 10 a mapazine.  Hut
if this was a rambling building, the later house was a4 maze in which nenher levels nor angies
were regarded: it i the haphazard Kind of thing that the modern Nubdan would perpetrate.
For the sake of clearness the room numbers of the earlior house are distinguished by the
letter “'a®'.

Room 1 had no doorway and probably had had no roof; it seemed wo be merely a space
partitioned off from the rest of the courtyard 2. Init was found o small ostrakon (PL re. Fig. 6).
and scattercd over this room amd 2 were numerous pisces of rough pottery, fragments of three
phazs vessels and a small piece of lead.  The north and west walls belonged to the later date only.,
the east and south to both periods.

Boom 2 was an open courtvarl: the south aml west walls belonged to both periods; at
the northwest corner there was apparently & doorway leading into 8 and at the northeast corner
a doorway into 5! both of these had been much ruined.

Room 3 apparently communicated with rooms 2 and g, but the whole end of the
wall separating these two rooms and forming the west side of room 3 had disappeared.

Room 1 a of the carlier building had been all one open court.

Room 4 had o doorway on the west into room 50 1t presented no features of interest.
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Room 5 was a large room (550 m. by 3.90 m.) with doorways on the cast to rooms 4 and 3
(probably) and on the west 1o room 1o on the (upperd foor level were found two fragments
forming together a large ostrakon (PL rg).  Beneath this were several rooams of the older building.

Room 2 a lay partly underneath room 4, partly underneath room 5 it was filled up winh
periectly chean drifted sapd, on the top of which were laid the later floor and wall foundations,
&8s m. abwove the foundationg of the earlier walls.

Room 3 a lny under room 6, occupying the cast part of it! & buttressed curtain wall with a
doorway at s gouth end separated it from room 6 a; against the north wall was a mud bench.

Boom 4 a lay underneath rooms 5 and 8; it was filled up with a mass of fallen brickwork
amongst which were numercus frapments of pottery and two ostraka. The walls had been
neither whitewashed nor mud-plastersd: there was no doorway at the height to which the walls
stood, cire. 1200 m., 50 that the room must have been a magazine only.

Room 5 & lay underncath rooms g amd 10: the walls stood about r.eo m. high and were
neither whitewashed nor plastersd: there was no door.

Room 6 a lay beneath the west part of room 65 the west wall like that of 3 a was a buttressed
curtain wall with a deorway leading outside the house.

Room 6 was a long and narrow space that apparently had not been rosfed.  In it was found
the pot Flxxwvii, (7).

Room 7 was a small room that apparently had been wsed as a storeroom, for it had no door
at floor level, though the walls were ruined down 20 low that the evidence was not absolute.

Room 7 a lving below the last had been divided into two unequal parts by a wall running
east by west and these two parts had been covered in by low barrel-vaults =0 a8 to form two
magazines about r.oe m. high with epenings (probably) at the cast end: their reofs had been
broken through and the whole room flked up solid with rubbish over which was laid the floor
of raom 7.

Room 8 was 5 passage with two rectanpular turns and a dividing door. [t seemed to be
entered from 2 but the south jamb had disappeared 5o that the exact length of this member of the
passape was uncertain.  In the southwest angle was a {ruined) hearth, the wall around it a good
deal diseolouned by heat. In the part of the prssge that ran north by south was a deorway,
after which the passage took a turn to the left.  Here the walls were hopelessly ruined. The
south wall of reom 1o seems 1o have continued castwards from s angle, in which case there must
have been in it & dooreny opening onto the passage: there was no sign of any wall against the face
of the cast wall of the piLssLEE, S0 the door miny hawe been here (as suggested on the plan) in
the southenst corner of the room. I the passage also gave access 10 room g it must have been
at the comer where the cast end of the north wall was ruined quoite away; in that cose
the comtinuation of the passage westwand wonld have formed a recess.

Room g Besides the possible opening in the northeast cormer there was a doorway in the
mididle of the west side leading out into the vard; the walls, which had been very badly Lailt
[‘_ﬂ'!lgllll.ﬂuy. Were now I:‘ﬂ.fli.l'ltl.il.rl.:i' ﬂll‘llﬂuﬁ.

Room 10. The north wall rested on the wall of the older room; the cast wall was late.
The south wall had almost entirely disappeared, but remains at the west end pointed to ts having
run along for the greater part of the room’s length; the west wall was built very much askew.
Al these late walls were 1'|u-:l|:.-' Iaiie: am the Fr]lllhlf:r:l]:lll oit Pi. g a ean be seen the t"tll.;l:-m't headers
in the west wall, where broken bricks were commonly emploved ; the wall-faces, bowever, had been
roughly plastered and whitewashed, Under this room was room g a, 8 storeroom of the early
house; it had no doorway at the level to which the walls stood {(o.75 m. and less).  In the maddle
of the room was a large store-pot with its rim broken away; it was a.97 m. high and had been
basrzedd for about half itz height in clean sand; above this level the room was full of fallen bricks
and rubsbish on which the later floor was laid. In the pot were remains of palm-leal matting.
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‘The west wall of the room was also the outer wall of the older house; outsicde it, in the vard and
immediately under the west wall of moom 1o, was a by carthenware basin with top dameter
o,77 1., bottom dinmeter o.s6 m, and height o257 me - The basin wag empty and b been broken
by the weight of the wall resting on it (see Pl g a).

The northwestern rooms of the later house were much ruined, and owing to their different
lewels it was not easy to judge of their erigimal arrangement,  Thus from reosm g there wasa step
up inko room r2, and from this again four steps led up towards room ce; but in the agethwest
corner of this room the remains of the okl walls were still standing to a consaderable height and
the floor attached to the seuth wall was 130 m. above that of 12; there must therofore have
been several more steps which have disappeared, The courtyard that
lay outgide the west wall of house 4 was about on a level with the floor of #
room 11 in house g, which was probably also an open court, |

Room 12 may well have been uneoofed. The whole of the west
wall was destroyed by ' sebakh® diggers, and a few bricks seemed to show fj b ,3;'., Rl
that another wall had run across it dividing it into iwo, a nerthern and § 75 : b
a southern hali, and had been similarly destroyel.  In the middle of the
fleor space were found two fragments of stone eut on two planes with a
device of bars and circles (see cut): their use is conjectural. A very small ostrakon was
also found here.

The west wall of 13 showed two persods of butlding: the lower part of the wall was continwed
through and formed the west wall of reom 11 a5 originally designed.  When room 11 was heaped
up with rubbish and the floor level raised so as to fun over the op of the older buildings in its
southwest corner, this wall was dismantled and buried with the rest: so that the western limits
of reom 11 in its latest period are not ascertained.  But room 13 was Kept to its original plan and
along the ruins of the older walla new one was built which now stands e.yo high.  But even the
carlier of these two walls belongs to the late period, and not to that represented by the under-
Iying house ga, still less to that of the lower levels of site 4. The periods of building and of
rebuilding on the different sites are not coincident.

The doorway of room 13 must have been in the ruined east wall. On the floor were fownd
two ostraka (P1 2o Fig. 3) and another inconsiderable fragment.

Soale Fire

Hovse 6 (see Pl 27).

The southern part of house 6 with its courtvard and outbushdings was supenimposed over
the muins of two older butldings which do ok scem to have any conmpection with each other:
in that case the older house 6 a was quite small, consisting of four rooms and a staircase.  The
later house had a much preater arca.

Rooms 1, 2 and 3 stomd apart from the rest of the house  Here had stood an cariier bailding
(rooms A, B, and C) whote walls were in part used as foundations {or the later work though
their lines were not very closely followed,  The difference in depth between the twe levels was
aboiit o 8o m. The eacher walls were built ('ll.lirl,:ly af !rlr;.:c' bricks uzed as headers {o feature
only observed upon this part of the site), while the later walls, which were of good construction,
had alternate headers and stretelier? i ench course. At the northeast corner on the top of the
new wall was a hollow apsidal construction, of six courses of brick stepped cutwards a2 the curved
cast end and perpendicular ofi the steaipht west end: presumably it was a gramary of late
date. posterior 1o the destruction of this second period building,  Outside the northwest corner
was a mud divan. Tothe east of these rooms stretehed a large courtvard belonging to the secomnd
pericd only: in its southeast corner was a round hole plastered inside with mud—one of the crude
mud vessels to be seen in any Nubian courtyard at the present day; in the northeast was a group
of small magazines {4 and 5} approached by a flight of three steps, and another small magazine

Honzr 5.

fone &,



flense &,

Howsr 7

7=

b1 KARANOG, THE TOWN

was built just west of these against the north wall of the courtyard and the comer of the house.
The vard wall was of ondinary tepe (alternate headers and stretchers) but thin and poory built:
the Aoor was simply a feavy bed of ashes and howse refuse.

Room 1 a lay partly underneath the west part of the courtyard. This was a well-built
room with a doorway to the east: in the south and west wall were niches; the walls
were originally whitewashed. In the north wall two deors led into room 2 a and the staircase (3a),
respectively.  In the southwest comner of the room were found several pots, including two
decorated specimens (F v and F xlvili) and a number of plain ones.

Room 6, the staircase { =3 a), secms to have been used equally in both periods, There was
a little cupboard under it, approached from room 7 (=2a), in which were found some small
plain pots.  The two lower steps on the south side of the pillar were rubbished up in the second
period, and the ascent then started on the east Aight, whose thind step (the highest) gave a
height of 1o m. above the lower floor level,  As far as could be made out, room 3 & had been
rubbished up to a height of 1.2 m., at which level was laid the floor of the new roum o; this
floor had disappeared, but a new wall had been built parallel with that of the stairwell across
room 4, leaving a narrow cupboard () 0.0 m wide betwesn, and this Iater wall, for coonemy's
sake, was built with arch foundations, the arches resting on the ruined east and west walls of
room ¢ a and on the wall that ran just west of the latter: the crown of these arches coincided
with the apparent floor level of the later room.  This room g was probably entered by a doorway
(through both walls) in it southwest corner, where the stairs would just have reached its
floor level.

The only other rooms of the older house were 2 a and 4 a. the latter opening into § a by
the whole length of its side: the small space west of § a was presumably a cupboard, being only
o.75 m. wide. They presented no particular features of inferest. bt lawd all been vaulted.
Bevond these, along the cast wall of house 4, stretched three more rooms, apparently forming
part of house fi; they were much roined, and the only thing of interest discovered was a fragment

of a spone serecn, thus ;g exireme measurement was o125 m.

Tao the south of house & were the remains of several buildings belonging exclusively to the
early perind.  The excavation of these was enly pursued far enough to give a reasonable dehinition
to the area within which work was confimed; the walls therefore form no coherent plan.

Room I was clearly part of a fine and well-built howse,  The whitewashed walls were solid
and preserved nearly to the springers of the vault whaose ruing cumbered the Aoor-space: the
doors were provided with stone thresholds, amd the outer deor had its hinpe-stone still o sefng;
a bowl of plain pottery was the only object discovered i the room.  In front of this house, to
the east, there had been apparently a courtyard, which was covered by a heavy midden deposit;
in this were found an ostrakon (PL 21, Fig. 5), a scarab (gri3), and a green glaze fipnre of
Bes (gr12),  South of this area was a wall, apparently that of the courtvand, with a group of
three low vaulted mapazines, the largest having a flight of theee steps inside it

House 7 {sec PL 27).

This was a very small house, containing only four proper mooms and a staircase on each
floor.  Judping from the thickness of the walls {o.8o m.), it had been of two storeys. In its
ruined condition the walls towards the centre of the sive stood as high as 1,33 m., while some of
the outer walls were razed to their foundations, The house was an early one of solid brick
construction, the walls careiully mud-plastered and whitewashed,  After the destruction of the
eriginal building there had been @ second period of ccoupation, when mest of the original walls
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had been re-used, bat the floor level cmsi\dgﬂtbl:" raiged and the groumd-plan altered in some Howursr 7.
Tesprcis.

Room 1 had doorways in the north and cast walls leading 1o rooms 5 and 2, respectively.
The first doorway was blocked up by a larpe reegularly constructed bin of mud brick and daulb,
and a similar structure stood in the northeast corner. Both of these belonged to the later persod
of the house; inside they were smoothly hined with masd, amd were earried down to the original
floor level, bat their outsides were left perfectly rough and had been bared tenenth the later
floor level to the height of one metre.  In the southwest corner, close to the modern surface,
was found a coin of Mero struck at Alexandria in 65 A D (grog),

Room 2 had a doorway mto room 3. which had been walled up during the later peraod.
The double bin that stood in its northeast corner was beiter constructed than most of the later
work. and stood on the original floor Tevel, but it was difficult to say to which period it belonged.

Room 3 communicated on the cast with room 4, and on the south with rooms s and 2. The
north wall hind been much ruingsd, but a gap near the west end, where there were o signs of
walling at all, must, in the absence of any gate elsewhere, show the position of the original
entrance to the house.  Against this wall was & mud hearth, rounded insede and heavily burned
against the south wall, between the two doors, was a long low divan of mud brick.  Towards
the zoutheast corner of the room was a fragment of rough and Himey walling whose foundations
were o6 m. above the original floor level: this is consistent with the 100 m. stratum between
the two Aoor levels discornible in room 1. In the northwest corner was found a broken mud
jur-sealing stamped with the Christian *labarum™ (P1. 15); this belonged to the upper level
af later occupation.

Room 4y communicating with room 3 and with the starcase.  The east wall had been much
destroyed, and at one point, towards its south end, had been patched with a rough wall, wherein
wias i eourse of bricks used as headers on edge in the late Blemyan siyle.  The south wall had
been entirely razed down to floor level, only the west jamb of the doorway and the widih of
the stairs pointed 10 its ever having existed.

Room 5. The staircase.  This was quite ruined, only the central pillar and the lowest
step being traceable It is clear that in the second p-er:'ud the stairs were not used; the later
floor was laid over the mins of the pillar and the wall that divided the staircase from room 4.
making one room out of the two

Room 6 was only an open yvard, roughly rectangular, having a gateway at its east end.

Howse 8 (2ec M. 10, 20).

The site had passed through three periods, of which the first and last represent a different fowse §.
pericd and a different style in bailding,  The earliest house was solidly built of mud brick, is
walls well plastered and whitewashed. At a later time additions and alterations were made;
the ftoor level was in some cases at least slightly raised, doors were walled up, but the gencral
plan remained almost the same! it was s case of repairs rather than of rebuilding.  Later again
this house was largely destroved: the vaulted roofs collapsed. the rooms were filled with drifted
gand, and caly some of the less battered walls still protruded above the surface.  On this site
was erccted & new building;  the standing walls of the older house were ncorporated in it, so
that wiire lhg-!.' were could e utilized the plans are coincident but wiere the older edins had
been whelly buried the new buildera dizregarded their position and their lines alike and proceeded
independently.  The new building was very different from its predecessor in having slighter
walls, less regular in their angles, and fit to support a flat roof only instead of the barmel-
vauiting of the older structure; it was a building of a single storey only, roughly finished and
squalid, and in every way marked the decadence that had set in since the time when the carlier
builders of Karandg laid the stout walls of their lofty houses.
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The house stood wpon the slope, so that the westernmost rooms were upon the solid rock,
anid in consequence had suffered very greatly, while the lower walls were built upon the sand,
and being covered by the drifts. were much better preserved.

Rooms 1 1o 7 had no older remains Beneath them.

Room 1 had a deorway in the cast wall leading to room 3. there may well have been a
doorway in the north wall also, but this was too minous to show any traces of one, In the
northeast corner of the room was a bin with mud walls, sunken below floor Level.

Room 2. All the walls were in a ruinous condition, standing from .26 m: to a.qo m. high,
and i many |r|m.'|.-.'i. dL‘xIT\l:-}'ﬂJ down o floor level,  There may have been a dmmr.-;}- in the
north wall, and presumably were others lewding to the rooms 1o the east and south. In the
west wall had been an emtrance door; the wall here had wlp{;l.l_'.' d'isa!'.punrmj. hait & Iar!:c- flat
slab of living sandstone had been smoothed and trimmed to act as o threshold; the line of the
wall ran flush with its edge

Rooms 3 and 4 were alse 100 ruinous to present any features of interest; the former
communicated with reoms 1 and 8, the latter must have had a door thrrlugh into room 5. Both
rooms showed traces of more than one Aoor level, but between these there was not more difference
in height than would be accounted for by o slight repairing, or even I::r a reasonable period of
indecent living.

Room 5 was a narrow closet in which, at the south end, a large store-pot was baried in the
floor apparently up to itz rim (both floor level and rim had disappearned ).

Rooms 6 and 7 are two divisions of an open-air yand, with walls partly of uncoumsed mbble,
partly of rubble laid in kerring-bone fashion, recalling some of the walls of houses in the Romano-
Nubian settlement opposite Halia.

The floor levels of the eastern part of the new house, built over the old, started o.fom,
below that of rooms 3, 4 and 5, and were stepped down again in the more casterly rooms.

Room 8. Al the walls belonged to the older period. The upper fAoor had disappenred.
but was probably level with that of room o; a doorway to room 3 had been effected through
the old wall, and there must have been a step or two steps from the threshold to the floor.  The
doorway into room 12 had been altered: in the original building the framework had stood inoa
reveal i the cast side of the north jamb and had been let into a groove cut in the face of the
south wall. In the later pericsd the north reveal and the groove were filled up with walling
that projected to form the jambs of a narrower doorway.  The walls had all been plastercd
ancd whitewashed in the older period.  The room was filled up with elean drifted sand inwhich
were found two fragments of a Greek ostrakon (see p. 4).  Also in this room was found a
curved and 1oothed sickle-blade like that from the castle {sece PL 15).

Room g All the walls belong to the first pericd and are plastered and whitewashed.  They
stogd about 2.00 m. high from the lowest Acor,  In the north wall was a doorway apparenily
leading outside the louse, this in the maddle period had been walled wp with a faicly well-bailt
wall the lowest course of which was composed of bricks laid odgewise as headers; this wall
was not plastered or whitewashed, At the same time a new floor had been laid o.30 m. above
the old. In the latest FH'!’II.lI.I all the walls were recused, the narth door remnined blocked, the
old door in the cast wall was sarrowed by having a small block of brickwork bult up against
the face of cach jamb; the loor was raised ofo m. above that of the middle perioel. At this
time the reom was used.as a storeroom; large pots were sunk in the floor; the impression of
one was lefit in the middle of the roomm and another had almost Blocked the :hmr'n'rl}'.

Room 10 was in reality litfle more than a store-place pariitioned off from room o} it is
doubtiul whether the dividing wall ever stood very high alwowve floor lewel,

Room 11 was a small room with doorways east and west leading to rooms 13 and §: the
latter door, in & wall ruined down to its foundations. was rather problematical.  The doorway
mio 13 seems 10 have beem prolonged into a corridor or passage, the south wall of which was



THE HOUSE RUINS a4

ruined away for the major part of its length; in this, just beyond the door, was buried a black Hewse &
pot of handmade, hearth-Lurmed pcﬂ{:'r:f. itz rm level with the floor. The walls were Yy
ruinous and onginally of the poorest construction, bricks and unshaped stones bemng mixed quite
indiscriminately: the bricks were small, measuring o.33 m. by .15 m. by ooz m.

Below rooms 1o and 1 and stretching a little to the east of them, was a room of the older
house rm:]suring 2.1 I, 'b:.' r.go ., with a lerwu:.' at the cast end of 113 north wall. In the
south wall was a square miche o.30 m. high and o.go m. wide.  The walls were all whitewashed.
To the north of this reom was another, also of the lowest level, and not uiilized in the later
building; it had a deorway in its northeast corner leading into ansther room of the early period
that underlay the late room 13: these older walls stood as much as 1.eom. and .20 m high
[see Pl 1o)

Room 12. All the walls were old; &s in most other cases, they had not stood very high
above. ground level at the time when the later house came to be built, 50 were used less as
wills than as the foundations along which the new walls might run; thus in PL 1e b, the line of
demarcation between the old and new work in the morth wall of room 12 can plainly be seon;
ihe old wall was thicker than the new, it was plastercd and whitewashed, whercas the new was
neither, and the actual superimposition was clumsily done. In the northeast comer of the
original reom was a doorway, and there were two doorways in the west wall giving access to
the (early) rooms 8 and g:; between these two doors was an arched niche .65 m, above the foor,
o.5o mh. wide and o.55 m. high.  In the latter room the two western doorways had been narrowed,
and another doorway had been made in the middle of the eastern wall; the floor was raised
1.00 m., and in the middle of it was embedded a very large pot.

Room 13 was L-shaped, the foot of the L being o small, partly walled-in recess in which
stood a black handmade globulir pot bured up to it nm in the Aoor.  There was presumably
a doorway into the passage part of reom 11, where the wall was broken altogether away,  All
the walls except the south wall, which was built over the old work, were roughly constructed of
mixed bricks and broken stones.

The old room underlying this has been already noticed.  Outside s, aganst the face of the
enst wall, had been built & slight courtyard wall of brick, containing a course of headers on
(-d_g{:-. T‘his bclr_lngwl 1k e n!li:h!]l: iu,::'il:u.l. when the loose llmll:rwm1'l. VArInuS n:im,:ur .iLll.(:m'I.irms.
At the same time the threshold of the door in the portheast corner of this old room had been
ﬁ'ist«d h}' i Conrse of njugh LI glabs lasd slamewize on ul.lmr.

Room 14 was an open courtyvard used in all three pericdds.  The second floor 18 o.20 m.
a.nl:ﬁ t!u: l['rircl u.js . above the firsl. There seems also to have been another at a |:|r.i.1,:|'|'t ﬁf
1,1e ., almost level with the floor of room 12, but this had been of poor construction and was
almost entirely broken away; probably it belonged 1o a Coptic settlement.  The earliest court
hacl had a doorway at the west enid of the south wall and another in the northwest corner.  In the
tmddle period the former of these doorways had been blocked up altogether and a projecting
jamb had been added to the south side of the latter, the threzhold being raized at the same
time, and the east wall of the court was repaired with a wall in which bricks set edgewise as
headers occur.  Later the threshold of the northwest doorway was again raised to meot the new
floor lewel; and finally in the latest peried the doorway was blocked altogether. In the
photograph on Pl 12 a, the blocking of the south doorway is clearly seen, the space below the
later brickwork showing the rise in fleor level that had occurred before the change was made.
In the court were found fragments of a large handmade terra-cotta chest, rudely painted in
red on & pink slip with a design in which the ¢ross 18 the chief motive (PL 13); fragments of a
number of large handmade jars and of some of form F oxi, a fragment of a small vessel of
millefiori glass and part of a painted saucer of regular Coptic stvle regembling that from
house g (Pl 13).
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House ¢ (see Pl an, 28).

This =mall house differed very groatly from all the others excavated.  The plan was wholly
different, having a cortzin resemblance to that of a Coptic church, though varying from that in
egsontial detatls; the method of construction too was different, for whereas mud brick was
practically the only matertl used om other sites, here the majority of the walls were built of
sandstone rubble plastered with md and whitewashed,  The objects found in the house showed
that at one time at least it had been dccupied by a Christion folk: how much of it, if any, dates
back to an earlier period 1t wag impossible o sy, The building stood direcily on the bare
rock, amd thus, since there was no rsk of the site being sanded up, there was no chance of
strataification, however many times it may have been oceupied,  The whitewsshed walls had
in soane cases been replastered with a rougher coating of plaan mud; there were thereiore 1wo
stages of occupation, even though the interval between them mav have been of the shortest;
the bulk of the pottery found was of the regular Blemyan type, and this may mean that the
house ag it stands was of Blemyan, perhaps late Blemyan, orgin, thoupgh of unusual type, and
that the subsequent Christian occupation was short and dicd hetle wo modify the building.  The
south wall stood as high as 1.5 m.  The weathering had destroved the mud plaster where this
was exposed and had lakd bare the rubble structure of the wall (PL 11); the north and cast
outer walls had suffered greatly.

Room 1 had an entrance i its southwest corner and gave aceess through two doors to
room 2 and through one to room . The northwest angle was partitioned off by a low, rough,
curved screen of mud as if for o bin, or to keep in place some large receptaclte.  The north and
west walls were of mud brick, the rest of rubble. The foor was of muwd.

BRoom z. L‘Iﬂmitt the two doors from room 1 were two others on the east side communi-
cating with the staircase and with room 5 at the north end was a sereen wall of mud brck,
leaving in the centre a very wide doorway into roeom 3. In the northeast cormer was a small
rectangular enclosure with a tow mud wall, the remains of a bin or box; in the nortliwest corner,
between the doorway into room ¢ and the screen wall, was a solid block of brickwork consisting
of three steps, the topmest norrower than the others: it seemed to be not one of the opens-air
staircases found, . g, in house 2, but rather a stepped scat or base for some object.

The oot of the reom was made of fine large sandstone Aags, well laid, and 1o all appearances
not covered with mad; the walls, of rubble plastercd with mud. had been whitewashed, and
the whitewnsh coversd with a later coarse mud-rendering.  On the floor was found a broben
millefiore bead,

Room 3. Entered from room 2z and leading to room 4. As in room 2 the earlier whitewash
of the walls had been covered with a later plastering.  The Aoor was of mud. On the west
side of the room were found fragments from two larpe store-pots of handmade, hearth-burned
pottery with ercamy-pink surface  whercon was a rough design in red paint, and of a large
clay chest similar to that shown on PL 30 1t was handmade and hearth-burned, the painting
was red on oa |i]:|11.-}'::|.|r.--.1."|>;|'| surface, and ﬂ']'l!'l.‘:#,'ll.!d‘(i fizh. The chest must once have had
a lid, which was missing.

Room 4 muny have becn an apet court, The auter walls are l.\'lua“:.' runeed AWILY,

Room 5. The outer wall, much ruined, was so thin and of such poor construction as to
suggest that 1t had had at best but a flat roof instead of a vaalt. 11 was entercd |mly from
TOHEITN 2.

Room 'ﬁ, algo much romed, contamed the staircaze, which, juﬂ!g:ill.g from the small size of
its central piliar, can only have led to a single upper Aoor. Here was found a saucer of regular
Coptac ware, with a design in brown paint on a smooth white surface (PL 13).



CHAPTER V
THE POTTERY

It was to be ux]n.'ﬁ:l.ﬂ' that there should be =ome difference between the potiery found 11 Tomb and
the tombs and that from the houses in the town.  Tomb pottery i Egvpt 35 vsually of a finer Fﬂh‘f,‘-‘
kind than was common in domestic use, and this s as true at Karanbg as at other places, The
similarity was sufficient to establish the identity of civilization and custom; it was impossible
from the broken fragments in the houses o identify every form found in the graves, but at
least every class of ware found in the cemetery was represented on the town site.  Painted
pottery was less in proportion to other wares, which was precisely the pomt w be expected;
but cvery kind of painted ware was found. The difference between tle sites was that from
the houses came types of pottery which either did not occur at all in the graves or were there
relatively less common. Rough handmade pots undecorated or decorated only with rude
incised lines, pots wsed for cooking or such houschold purposes, and great store-jars, handmade
and bumt in-the open hearth, were commaon in the houses and rarely if ever were deposited in
the tombs.  Besides these the town buildings produced a great number of wheelanade
undecorated bowls such as were used for domestic purposes and were not considered proper
funeral offerings,  These two classes together formed, naturally, quite a large proportion of
the pottery found on the town site, and constitute the main difference between it and the praves.

04 the types most common in the graves, shape F i was unusual in the town, or else its fragments
coulidl not easily be identified; F iv was very common both in the plain and the painted ware;
F xii was one of the most usual forms, and so were F xlvi, xlviii and the allied shapes; F 5
was fairly well reprezented; F xxxii was comparatively rare, as was F ix, one of the commonest
grave types; F xvin was also not very common; of the new shapes peculiar 1o the town site,
Flxxxii to I lxxsvi were ropresented by very numerous examples showing many  slight
divergences from type, while most of the others were represented by only ane or two specimens.
It must be remembered that only a very small part of the town was worked, and the conclusions
reached as to the proportionate representation of types—as well asz other conclusions—are
tentative only, and sulject to correction; thus houses § and 6 produced a far greater amount
of painted pottery than did howses 2 or o, and further excavation might upset any theory based
on the mere number of specimens found.  In fact, the result arrived at &5 no more than this:
that in the town the tomb pottery is well and fairly uniformly represented. but the different
conditions naturally account for the larger proportion of useful as opposed 1o decorative potiery,
and Tfor the existence of a large amount of domestic ware that was not used as funeral furniture,
There is no doubt that the people of the town and those of the cemetery are the same, but they
used things in their houges which they did not put, or put rarely, in their tombs.

Numerous as the graves near Anibeh were and long az was the period which they represented, Glrosologi-
no evidence could be adduced for their comparative dating; and the great mass of pottery found cal Eradence.
in them did not help in this respect; nothing like o sequence relatively chronological could be
devized from it. In the town site conditions were more favorable. During the existence of
the town buildings were desteoyed or fell inte disrepair and were covered up by later buildings
below the level of whose floors the older structures, burted i their own rublush, stall stosd,
often 1o & considerable height. Where the floors of the later houses were intact it was obvious
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that the objects found below them would be, upon the whole, earher than those found above;
on the other hand, it had to be remembered that the interval of time between the fall of one
house and the building of another above it might be very small, and that such vicissitudes were
not necessarily contemporary upon different house-sites: the top level on one might be no later
than a stratum next door which underlay the unbroken flooring of another house; and this
being 5o, not only was it perilous Lo argue from one site to another, but thee was no saving
that pottery found above the intact floor of one building had not got there from the ruins of a
busilding close by which was actually earlier though less deeply buried than its neighbour. Each
site had therefore to be taken by itself, and then could only be adduced in evidence if the upper
floor-levels were really unbroken, When once these were broken, infiltration might always
confuse argument; and without unbroken floors the argument from mere stratification and
depth of burial could not stand for a moment.  The pottery from above and below each intact
floor had to be compared, that which was common to both strata climinated, and the result
compared with that from other sites; very often these results were contradictory, and in any
cage they are hikely to be weakened or upset by further research.  But at the best they are very
small, The Nubian has always been conservative, and the lapse of some four bundred vears i
not likely 1o find much change in him: indeed the difficuity with Nubian pottery is more often
to arrive within a thousand years of the truth.

It would certaanly appear that the painted pottery with floral, amimal or conventional
designs, which we may call characterstically Blemyan, ran through the whole persod of their
oceupation of the country. It occurred umiformly in the graves, and is found in the town at
the highest as well as at the lowest levels. In the later period, however, it does seem to grow
less common; on the upper floor-levels it fipures in smaller proportions and is toa large extent
ousted by the plain wares in which open bowl shapes and ribbed fabrics predominate.  The
ribbing of pots is by no means necessarily late; thus from the presumably early grave G187
wi have the closely ribbed form F xxxiii; and nbbed houselold pots are not uncommon in the
deeper house-sites; but on the surface, and above top floor-levels, the amount of riblbed ware
is vastly greater and the shapes to which ribbing is applied are clearly much more numerous,
even though they cannot all be ascertainmed, A pot cannot, because ribbed, be assipned to a
late date; but nbbing is more characteristic of a late date than of an early.

Cme fabric is found at Karandg, as on the town site at Shablil, which does not appear in
the tombs. This is a white-faced ware with a very hand, smooth and slightly lustrous surface
very different from the rather mealy surface of the white-faced vessels fmostly F xIviii and xlix},
which were found in the cemeteries.  Pots of this fabric are rather thick amd clumsy; the clay,
however—a red clay—is well levigated and hard; the white is either a dead white or takes in
patches o slight orange shade, which brings the ware into relstion with the similarly hard-faced,
ercam-coloured or lemon-eoloured ware of Coptic sites.  Not infrequently the surface i= decorated
with a larpe and careless cross-hatehing in red.  This fabric occurs only in the upper levels,
but that i is not due only 1o subseguent occupation of the site by Coptic settlers is shown by
the fact of & piece being found below the unbroken floor of the yard of K H 4. within the walls
of the earlier un-:il,"r'l:.rl'ng homze. E’nli).'l.bﬂ}' 1t |.|¢:|.1.ln:,'.~. 10 the Intest En'rilul. that of transitton from
the Blemyan to the Coptic,

Coarse hinear ornament, 'I.!mll];h :r.|:|'l.||.r.'|.l|.:\.- found on cotmmon pots af all I:-l:rimlﬂ, I very
ugwal in what we must regand ag the later wares.  Thus in the upper house-levels were found
F VRN TS i E TS |~k:‘|||:|||]|.'.1. of F Inand b of a dark eed basmatitac ware: but instead of the black
floral decoration of the tomb specimens, these always had below the rim enher diagonal siripes
arranged i groups of two or three or else loose festoons in Black amd yellowish-white paint.
In late undecorated vessels of red haematitic ware the nm is occasionally accentuated by a dull
line of blue-black matt colonur
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Also confined to the top levels s a ware, mostly used for flat bowls, though sometimes for
deeper vessels, with a bright lemon-eoloured surface. hand bat more gramed than that of the
white ware already mentioned, of which it might otherwise be reganded as a variant, The
fabric is not 1o be distinguished from that common on early Coptic sites.  The bowls, in which
it 15 most wsual, have sometimes a plain flat edge like a modern dinner-plate, sometimes a deeply
grooved edge with pendulous outer flange hike the Roman mortana (see P leexi, Ixsxiv); in
these bowls the vellow suriace is usually confined to the inner face, the outer either bemyg of the
|||a.'i.1:| l:l:t}' ar ]I:I".‘iﬂ’{ a brown wash, 1'}1.|!. :'n SOENA CRSES 1|u,~ :|.'g-|.|.1:-w 12 o0 the oitzide and the ingide
15 white. Tt 15 to be noticed that whereas an orange tint 15 not uncommoen on the painted pottery
more typical of the early period, and this seems to have for 18 bage a red colowr, the late yellow
has for its base a white, and yellow and white fade imperceptibly into each other.  The difference
15 quite marked when two pieces of the respective wares are set side by side.  Morcover, the
late vellow colour is in many cases less homogeneous with the clay it covers; it flakes off like
a slip and is quite opaque.  In one lite mottled orange (ragiment & red had been thinly washed
over a white slip and apparcntly rag bGurmshed: some of the lemon-colowred wares scem 1o
be similarly prepared with a vellow wash over the wet white slip, but the change of surface-colour
may be due to the burnishing process and the firing rather than to an actual application of
colour. This yellowish-white paint 15 alao much used for decoration on a red ground; thus it
is common on vessels of shapes F L, i and on a late fragment from K H 4 6 occurs in spots
punctuating a black reticulated pattern on red. It does not. howover, ontirely oust white
paint in decoration,  Thus from K H 4 Sa came a very dark red burnished pot with a necklace
hand of short vertical stripes in matt white; and a fragment of F xlviii, also from K H 4 6, has
a white ground covered with a reticulated pattern in broad red lines, Decoration in colour
on & white ground runs right theough the period: certainly it is very common in the early period,
bt in the later also, in spite of the general tendency to simplify, we find fragments of an claborate
design (F v) of asps and winged knots in black and red on a white ground; of o cup (F xdviii),
white with a broad purple band whereon delicate trefoil buds; a saucer (IF xlix) seen from inside
with s mealy white surface, red rim and two narrow red bands. would seem tos to carry on the
carly tradition, though itz hard lemon-colowred outer surface finks it on to the later levels in
which it was found.  In fact, painted pottery survived in later Blemyan days and iz not to he
distinguished from its forerunners; but it is less common than formerly. A pot (F v) with a
very bold grape-cluster and tendril design with running circles above, done in black, purplish-
red and thin vellowish-white on a reddish haematite ground belonged actually 1o the Iater but
typologically to the earlier time: a similar pot with lozenges alternately red and black-hatehed
on a lemon-coboured geound though not without parallels from the tombs which one would
b inelined to put down to an éarlier date also belongs te—and agrees tolerably well with—
1l later.

The plain festoon design haz been mentioned as being common onlate F il pots: i is not
confined to this shape. For instance, it ocours in red on the wi inner face of a shallow flanged
*mortarium '’ bowl (F lxxxiii): in purplish-black on red {associnted here with a dark rim-band)
on a wide-mouthed pot of a type not met with in the tombs, {rim-section IV and upon a fragment
of a ribbed pot with rosette ornament in reliel,  As it alwo sccurs commonly upon Coplic pottery
we must take it to be a transition motive, though the finding of one F i specimen (black and
white festoons) underneath the Intest Aoor-level of site K H g shows that its development falls
well within the Blemyan period

Most of these chronologieal eriteria are deduced from very scanty evidence: there s,
however, one 111-1.1,:]rq:-m:-n|: of the potter’s art and the fashions of it which 15 thoroughly well
established, and this is the prevalence in the latest period of the rosette ormnament in selief:—
after the vessel = |.1:-n111|.1.=1¢_: FELEA TS |.IJ1!IEI.\ of |.'1:l:,: e |rr\ur-5|:=l onto the surface, at ﬂ':n_,"ll-L'l-r intervals
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Stgmped  round the rim, and these are stamped with & die in the form of & rosette.  Quantitics of fragments

Wares. thus ernamented were found, and in view of their number it was weorth noticang that the varieties
of stamps are very few: the impressions are rough and the patterns not always distinguishable;
but only two or three different dies could be defected; this is perhaps an argument for a local
pottery manufacturer, or for importation from a single centre of produce, as well as
for a comparatively short hife-time for the particalar ware.  The vessels seem as a rale to be bowls
or wile-mouthed jars, and the majority of them ane deeply nbbed—another characteristic of the
later pottery: m one case the rosctte inorelicf is associnted with smpressed ornament.  Tmpressed
or stamped ornament as such cannot be assigned to one rather than 1o another period, though
the pottery on which it oceurs 15 often more of an early type, such as the mealy-faced thin white
cups of F xlvai, ¢ g, 8660 (v, PL 87): an example with stamped snakes between red painted
handz {a common devee, a,‘-. Mok, Bhgz [:i\.'. Pl 883, goig, etol, was found m the lowest levels of
K H 4 under unbroken floors: on the other hand, the instance quoted with relicf rosettes, and
a lemon-colodred fﬂ;.;iiiunl with xl."l.u‘l]:lwi concentree cireles and a I'mxn:m-nt. af a bowl with p[,a.in
stamps arranged in zipeags, like the Grst but lacking rosettes in relief, both found above
the latest liﬁi:lc‘l]- loor-level on the 2ame house site, would show that the fashion lasted o [1:.:13
while. In contrast to this is an early fragment (K H 5, 5) haviog a band of herrimg-bone incised
pattern, deeply cut with a metal kaife i the wet clay.

Hamimads O handmade pottery most was rough and did ot lend nself o classification.  Very

Wares, common throughout, and not least 5o in the latest period, i3 the squat jar (F ) with a slightly
curgled rim, of rough ill-levigated black clay, burned in the open fire, often with some rade
decoration, such s & pair of hatched traangles, incksed upon the shoilder. These pots are not
burnished. A curious fragment, late, was that of a shallow bowl mouolded mside o basket
—according to the modern Nubian fashion—the ingide Black amd slightly burmghed, the outside
rough and showing all the pattern of the basket.  The finer black wares in the house sites as in
the tombs were rare: when they could be dated at all they were eaely, bt there were too
many undaicable specimens for this 1o be conswdered a rule.  From site K H 5 came a fragment
(PL 13) showing a gazelle in punctured work: from a low level in K H g came a bold and
interesting lincar desipn (Pl 13) and a rougher example of a eross-hatched band: while the
same site produced a late example of well-burnished undecorated black ware. In contrast to
this hand-done incision is the “engine-turned " ornament of some of the red pottery which,
judging from analogy, must be late; for in Coptic, as in the modern Aswin and Assiut pottery,
this “lathe-turned ™ or “engine-turned ' ornament is very Commaonm

New Ponery On Plate 14 is continued the index of Blemyan pottery forms, of which the first sixty-nine

Foruss, numbers were figured imovol, iv.  Nos Ixx, 1xxi, Ixxii, 1xxii are from Halla and were found in
graves of the New Empire re-used in Romanoe-Nubian times:

F lxx. Plain redd clay, height oo2g. me, H g0 alio a broken example from H 5.

Flxxi. Ochrous brown surface with brown spot-wreath on shoulder.  Broken, H 6,
Flxwii. Light pinkish-drab olay, haematite wash, height o135 m. H 17.
Flzxiii, Bowl with small tubular bandle, plan red clay with hacmatite wash,

unburnished.  The remaining forms are from the town site of Karandg H 4.
Flxexiv, A tall eylindreical stand of rough red ware, height o.2g m. House 2.
Flxxe, A squat ring-stand of rough red ware, heipht o.11 m., diameter o.20m

at base. Fragment, Houge 5.
Flxxvi. Dark brownish-red ware with haematite surface of the same colour, finely

burnished.  Height a.opg m. House g.

F Ixxvii. Rough red clay with hacmatite surfoce, unburnished, height e.26 m., 117,  House ¢,
F lxxviii. Strainer of very fine white ware, smooth white surface with reddish-brown
spot=wreath below rim.  Fragments only. House 2.
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F Ixxix. Plain red ware, unburnished, with small white circles below rim.  Fragments
anly. Haouse 2,
In the same house were found frapments of a similar spouted bowl, with
a flat rim, of red ware covered with eream-colonred slip on which was a bolid
trefoib-bud wreath in red and porple
Flxxx. Small bowl of fine Ilght-n:lqmn-:] n|;|.}" ]m:ll.tq-n:i with bands of red and biack.
The walls very thin and skilfully turned: base missing.  Hejght ¢, 006 m. House g,
F lxx=i. Plain red ware with hacmatite
and decayed.  Lathe-grooves round nim,  The shape resembles closely one of

surface unburmished. the surface rather soft

the commaon ferra sdgillate Lypes. Height o.o5 m, House 1.
Flxxxii. Flat bow] like a mortarium; sather rough plun red clay.  Height o3 me,
diameter o358 m. Housge 2.

F lxxxin. Bowl, like a mortarum, of reddizh clay with bufl surface: outsude plain;
ingide, the rim and a row of festoons with band below coloured red. A late

example,. Height o108 m., diameter o.22 m. House 5.
F lxxxiv. Fine pink clay with hacmatite wash, burnished.  Height o.052 m., diameter
a. 16 m, House 3.

From the same house site came two rather coarse variants of the type
with more perpendicular walls.
Flixxxvi. Fine red ware with hacmatite surface well burnished. Heipht eojs m.,
diameter o.1 5 m. House 8.

Fragments of bowls and other open vessels were vory numerous but the types could not be
definitely ascertamed.  The three rims, A, B, C. dmawn at the foot of the form-index show some
of the commonest forms. A wasof plain red-brown ware; B of light red ware with darker brownish
surface and yellowish-white festoons painted Lelow the nm; C was of plain red ware,  The last
nm-section, I}, came from a very large pot of rough red ware with o little festoon pattern round
the rim, below which was a band of pinched ormament in relief,

New Pabliry
Forms,
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CHAPTER VI
{a) DECORATIVE STONEWORK

Urox almost every Blemyan site that we have visited we have found fragments of screens
or windows of carved sandstone. At Karanog only four picces were turned up: in the castle
{room 8) a small fragment of & twining stalk from a floral desipn and (room 7)) a lotus Aower;
in house 1 the lotus flower figured on P17 and in house 4 ancther small floral picee,  But
though the town produced so little of this nature, 1hat little cannot adequately be sllustrated
without reference fo the richer finds from other places, and therefore it seems best to publish
here all that we have of this characteristically Blemyan work from whatever site it comaes,

The best examples hitherto were found i and about a small Blemvan chapel Luilt on a
hill near Halfa (sce vol. vii, “Buhen, ™ ch, viii); the fragments were scattered far and wide over
the steep slopes of the lall as if in consequence of some deliberate act of destruction; they had in
many cases suffercd severely from the weather, and the pieces that survived, numerous though
they were, did not sullice, unfortunately. to show with any certainty what the original design
had been.  Tweaf not three screens are represented; in two of them the principal motive was
gryphons' heads with long stranght necks (the bodies are lost), while numerous floral frapments
chiefly of the conventionalized lotus type may have been in combination with these. or may
have been confined to a séparate pancl. A number of wracus snakes probably belong with the
floral clement; a foot, a leg, and a hand holding a staff show that the human figure was also
inteodicel.  Each sereen was cut out of a angle slab of sandstone, and formed a rectangle,
consilerably higher than it was wide (probably o.78 m. by o.54 m.), divided by horzontal bars
into gones o.ze m. high, wherein apparently the sime design was repeated.  The original slab
was eiglt centimetres thick and the solid frame stood out only about three millimetres above
the |:-Iam: ol the decorated feld, but the ntter was cut back bohind so that the fret-work had a
depth of four or four and a half centimetres only,  The cutting scems to have been done with a
saw and is at a perfect fight angle to the plane of the surface.  The actual eutting out of the
tracery is very fine, some of the stalks and tendnls of the floriate work being no more than four
of Ave millimetres wide, which Lﬂl!lﬁ;l.l.i.'ﬁll.j.: the nature of the sandstone crnp[,{:}"cd 1% a constderable
technical achievement, and the poants of attachiment and support seem to have been remarkably
few; the delicacy thus obtained was heightened by the sucface-carving of detasl and the rounding
ofi of edges, which removed any impression of flatncess and emphasized the fineness of the lines.
Sometimes by cutting down the surface the actual plane is altered and a further appesrance of
roundness is given as the minor twigs and tendnls recede behind the more snportant features
of the design. Naturally the finer (racery has suffered most from the wanton destrucion and
the weather to which all has been exposed, but the comparatively large fragment of a curving
lotus-stem in the lower right-hand corner af Pl 16, shows how fine was the drawing and how
skiliul the cutting of the stone.  The gryphon screens were by reason of their subject somewhat
heavier in treatment than the floral one (supposing that to have been distinet from them), bat
gave more scope for surface modelling, which is quite well executed so far as the heads are
concerned: it is o pity that the total disappearance of the badics makes it impossible 1o
realize the original appearance of the screen.

[ 48)
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A number of frapments from Faras show a heavy but impressive design of highly Exam
conventionalized lotus fowers (PL 17).  Here too recurs the same gryphons’ head motive that froa
we have met at Halfa; another frapment gives the figure of the lon-headed god Arsenuphes.
A small picce was picked up at Gebel Adda,

The only Egyptian parallel for these tracery stone screens is given by a tracery window of
Rameses LI from Medinet Hobe; bt this isan solated example, which neither for date nor
for workmanship can be brought into comparisen with the Blemyan sereens,  The latter must
rather be conswlersd a porely Meroitic development wiich flourished i Nubia during the
Blemyan pl:-rinel; and |:|1|.-.:|.-' giv-,: further evidence of the hq'ig!LLﬂ which in various arts were attained
by this desert people. =

The little sandstone |:a.'|1:i!:|| Mugtrated on P1, 7 comes pot froan a screen bt {rom @ lintel, Cdﬁl'ﬂlﬁﬂﬂhd
a5 15 shown by the precisely simular but more complete piece found at Faras. The coraice aranog:
i this s .$L|'|Ii:ll:ll"ll.‘:!! |:r:.-' i :::llai!al at either end and u.|-:an;; it oruns & row of urneus snakes: in the
centre i% the sun's disc flanked by uraei. A lintel found in the Kamndg cemetery, coming from
one of the "'a]:lpn)."l.thl.-.t" oF MEmatane uhnpu’ls attached 1o the superstructiunes of the tomba, has
the zame uraens-flanked disc carved upon it in relief, and upon ancther lintel, alzo from the
cemetery, there are faint iraces of the same deviee executed in paint.  This might be taken asa
link connecting with the Blemyan penod proper the gateway and the stone temple of Kasr ITbrim
where the dizc with its supporting snakes forms the only decoration. The capitals irom Faras
and Karantg are of a highly developed type clogely resembling some of the latest work at Philae,
at Kalabsheh, at the temple of Dendir built by Augustus, and in the Meroftic temple at Nagaa,
where also is the line of uraeus snakes that appears on the Faras lintel.  In all these is clearly
evident the debt 1o Greek art, whose importance has already been remarked upon in dealing with
Blemyan pottery. During the more peaceiul Molemaic period architectural decoration in the
north and in the south of the Nile valley developed uniformly, subject as it was to the same
Greek influence working upon the common inheritance of Epyptian models,  After that period.
when' connection between the two countries was severed, the style was in each stercotyped
enough to endure, or if it progressed to progress along much the same lines; we are therefore
not justified in supposing that because a building in Nubia or in the Sudin resembles one of
Roman date in Roman Egypt it is an imitation of it, influenced by it or subsequent to it in
date.

arasi,



45 KARANOG, THE TOWN

{b) OSTRAKA

Thirty-three ostraka were found, of which the majority were very frgmentary, containing
oaly two or three characters apicee, They were generally written upon pieces of amphorae
(F xii} whose smooth surface is bettor adapled to writing than are the rougher native wares; the
ink is sometimes black, sometimies white.  Fland copies of all the more important speeimens have
kindly been made for me l:}' Mr, F. L1, Grffandy and are }mhlieihl.pd on Plates 18-20.  The descripiion

of these 15 as follows:

Plate 18, Fig. 1. Written in white ink on a red sherd. KHa 5.
Fig. 2. Written in black ink on a red shernd. KH z ra.
Fig. 3. Written in black ink on a red sherd ; the writing obscure. B H 2 2.
Plate 145, Weritten in white ink on a red sherd: the left-hand cnds of the lines
are probably brokenaway, the right-hand ends are complete. K H 5. 5.
Plate 20, Fig. 1. Aand B, Red sherd inscribed on both sides m Wack mk.
Fig. 2. Written in black ink on a fragment of yellowish amphoma;
complete. K H ez 21,
Fig. 5. Aamd B, Red sherd inscribed on both sides in black mk. K Hs 13
Fig. . Written in white ink on a red sherd KHazzs.
Fig. 5. Aand B. Red sherd inseribed on both sides in white ink: in
the upper ling of the reverse (B) one letter scems to be missing
at the right-hand end South of K H 6.
Fig. 6. Written in black ink omn 2 reld sherd; the right-hand ends of
the lines apprar to be complete, KHg. 1.
Fig. 7. Written in black on a red sherd; complete, KEH 3
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