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PREFACE 

  s volume i the th of  serics which il econd the resuls of explorations i B 
‘Planned and fnanced by Me. Eckly B Coxe, J. of Phiadelphia. By an agreement made with 
the Univeniy of Po 

   
  

    wsplvani, in January, 1967, the expeditons are 0 be conducted. on bel 
of the University, and the antiquitiesobtaned will b presente 0 the U 

De. D Randall Maclver and th 
Bayptan department of the muscs 
ons and palihing the results. This vol 

  

ersity Maseum, 
presnt. writer, as curator and assisant curator of the 

have been charged with the duty 

  

     

  e, descibin the Blemyan town of Karanig, stands   

i clos relation to the. two preceds 
i th 

  ¢ volumes that dest with the cemetery atached to the 
i 

  

      epigraphical materia i published by M. F. LL 
of Oxford. The four volumes bear mon e of Karanig il fom a complte recod 

  

of the reults btained by the expediton from the frst Blemyan st to b excavated, and will 
s a5 bass fo the material isory of that people. 

“The wite wishes to recond his thanks to Dr. . Randall-Maclver for assistance both on 
the spot and i the revising of M 

  

and his grativude to . Eckley B. Coxe for his personal 
interet in the work s wel as for the generosity that orginate it 
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CHAPTER 1 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION 
I olumes i and i o thi srie are descibe the resuls obtained from the cxcavation of & 

e cemtery Iying  ltle north of the modern vllge of Anibah in ower N, and reasons 
are iven for suposing this cemetery 0 have beonged to the litle known Blemyan peoie who 
etmeen the first and sisth coturie o the Chsian ea inabited thi rgion. 1t was olerably 
clar that of the Blemyan towns in the eighbeurhoc, that which the morcrn natives ko ax 
Karanbg stod in closest eltion t the gravcs, and the name was thereloe applied to those 
Volumes of the seriesthat deal with this Romano Nubian cvlzaton. The contets of the graves 
alone,rich and varied a they were, 4l no lustrae fuly enough the Blemyan cultore 45 & 
‘whole, and to complete even  prelminary study of the peopl it was necesary 1o do some wark 
pon a town site belonging (o them: Karang, in view of ts contection with th cemetery, was 
clarly indicated as the propersite forsuch work, and thercforein the winterof 1900+ 1916, ¥hile 
the main forcs of the expedition were cngagedat Halia, th wrier was employed at Karanoy. in 
such diging as wasnecessay fo the rsults that might beexpectad 1 was ot o be hoped that 
the town ste would prove at all rich i museum specimens, of which the graves had already 
yicded an abundance; it object was rather the study of house plans and constructiona festares, 
the collcton of chronological data, which were conspicuously absent from the tombs, and the 
finding of further materiat forthe cucidaton of the anguae. 

Karantg, the House o Kara,sands onalow tongue o rock that runs down towards he ive, The Cuniry 
a it distance south of the vilage of Tomds. At the north end of Tomis villge,on a similar Koy 
but loftir and more precipitous spur stand th s of Sheikh Daoud, which mofers geographers 
bave idenifio, perbape rihtly, with the fortrees of Begrash whose name appears both i the 
‘writings of the mediaval Ara, istorians and on iscribed ofcring tabls from the Blemyan 
cemetery at aranbg, Between the two fotresses, in ront o the modern villig, strtches one 
ofthe mostfrtle reaches o Jower Nubia, whese broad bel o fathery palms has inclned us (o 
denity Sheikh Daoud with the Phoinikon of Olympiodorue. Facing this rich deniune. lies 
am equally frtle land, Gesiet Tom; bt i is more than posie that in the Romano-Nabian 
eriodthe isand formes part o the wester bank, which ith this addition would certily have 
een the lagest cultvated area in the rgion.  Some years ago the channel on the west o the 
and was alome navigable in the summer season; now it i being siltd up and in summer is 
practicaly dry, whie thealtered current s carrying away o and more o the castern part of 
the iland and decpening at. the same time the castern channel <o that n a fe years' ime the 
isrct may have recovered the aspect which t presented fftecn hundred years ago.  Similaly the bk on which st the town of Karanig has been 0 mo small extent erodd by the strear, 
and e oo it i not improbabi that the now shalos channel o the cast tide of the iand of 
Gesiret Tori, whose orthern end e ust over against the caste of Karanog, was once the truc 

river bed and that the iand was attached 1 the western bark. Even a things ac to-day, the 
Srategic alue of the three Blemyan strongholds, Sheikh Daoud, Karanog, and Kase i, i 
very abvious: it would e vastly enhanced did the two lands form part of the west bank. Tn 
hat case the culivated arca that now corresponds to Tomis, bt 30 greatly widened, would 
have been held at cither extrmity of it are Ly the ortrss of Shekh Davud and Karanog: 
Southards from the Itter would Bave stretched a broad band of ferile country, now represented 
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E GENERAL INTRODUCTION 3 
o syl whic they coul not el only e of th st houescither stod throughot Pt 
{h whale period o th town'soccupation or,  they 1l o decay, vere ok upplated by LA, 
thers, an thesfor sl ceapy th highes levelsof e st ancontosed by sbacocnt balin. ke 
1 sl Boerer ey e sl Ut amost o the Bowc, ven the tch el within U Bichan peiol? Merohi oseka nd pated Blemyan potuy atis s, and thowgh I 

o s the e (X 18 10 5) Chria remalos o ogd, ad n e sl ris & 
(CopieNSS was dicoreret e thse prove oo han s partil occpation by scarerd po 
il who aati n the s of te dseiod cows s e o mase Wbilsbies fm o 
1o Gl hmbers’ ¢ cidea they cama b rlodUpon nich ore than ' ragment 
o sn Engiah ncwspaper nd & Unite St potage samp. Wi vere found at bt the 
i Jne s e ot M35, and vnder  copsdermbly despe depost. Genealy speakine, e Rave ot Karaog 4h igns ot cvliaaion which sarin o  bigh vl ofteshacal v 
ment in the days when the nfliece of th Neroi taition v mos irons, radially i 
it growing lation degenerate, il impoverished in 1 materl resorces and osin D o Ha nspiatons caeep that o the uion o which i tepaciously cang, i Sank aost 
o theieelofth modem Nubian. 1t ru that e o e ino ars s 3 potiry-maing Sl Tourishd it somerbing of thee ol vigour, presrvig ith characterstc conservaticn 
Thany ofthir ok moive a0 madising Vut Ehuy (el S technic 1 i tue ha he 
Merot it was Sl ampoyed s by sl with e oficil Greek, and b tho court o te 
Blumyan Hings imiated th o ani etquete of tho Bysantins Cassas: bt the Fcnra 
condiion of th peapls had degeneratd, and when ko and Justinian Analy detroyod the 
Blemyes sbout 543 . b they st Have b i fact I not i soemin 4 peope o e 
1 thse ith o Masimins had madepac Ao 8 ceary bfore 

O ctur 1 the bin seen 1 i Tt  th Btory which v la from B 
b sourcs; On PI 5,3 and 4 can b see the oty i of the caie, s called bsauic of .S, 

s commanding poston on th g rocks in the serkwes corer of th o and of th 
freaier ar covesad by the soid walle of s impoing. e+ The photopraphs sho how 
Seerywbere s wals ar bcachd by grot ashe i the ko achin from te windows 
1t second oy dowt o ston foundationsnd wide chough or & man o pas throu] 
iy il he catle the pary vals bt tho roms are e the doorways baterh ot and the whols balding debertaly rined 5o (hat onc can wander though ¢ random. 

The font v (P . Fi. i PL . i 1 shows th emrance on tho cstrn {4, and here & 
diflerence at once siikes he e The gatonay has ben broken down for 8 Wilh o some 
{hien i, nd e sh hesvy siones of te (undaion coures e becn dalodged bt 
e, and here alon, an atemp b bacs mad 1o reai th brach. To sh broken de of 
e vall s e, bl o 3 bt migh b bk of rouh brcowork the ricksar i, 
Som of them wee bt brken frmgménte, Touph stoncs o the desrt are mised with the 
ice, and i one. plac e of headers s 1aid slanewric on e i 3 ashion Which, 28 he 
Houee ke sho, was carateisic of th It Blemyan prd. Th e of pathwork 
tare st Goundation vl i the o wHh o that of th e wall, bt i dinishes a5 
e wll i, i the Bighes it hich st ha st i of s rope hicknces 
i thows hreors cvry i of bty makshit vork. This i ll ha el ben breached 
it s comploion, Now i the inkrprion n the Kalsbbeh emple,where Sk recounts s 
Condacst of the lanye, b seems 0 spsk of 1o campaign; aiier (e frs of heo the 
Blemyes submitted and e made 4 truce with hem and retred o b own county. tssting 
o't biding oyaly by b s hen ey Sowgh 3 quarel aginst i, and n & secomd 
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4 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
campaign he wttery wiped out the rbellious people. The sory is confused enough, but it is 
perbiags to b seconstrucid s ol 1Ko immediately after bis conversion by the emisaries 
51 Justinian atacked the Blemyes 4 a proof of his cnthusiasm for the new fidh and. the new 
Sllance; e was victorious, received the submission of Karandg and the other towns, and in 
Loken of i vietory “brake down the gate thercof” n the true ashion o an castern conquero. 
Then Justnian ordere the detruction of the Iss tmple on the isand of Philac, i was the 
common property of the Romans, the Nobades and the Blemyes: two of these peopls were 
o Chritian, the third was cowed, and the moment seemed opportune for the dstruction of 
he ast pagan shrine offcially maintained within the Roman Empire.  But this was t00 much 

fo the Blemycs,conducred though they e they hasily repaise th breach in theie bttered 
walls and rebelled aguinst their conqueror. - Silko,sided by the Byzantie forces under Narss, 
Justiian's envoy, attacked them again victorowsl, and this Gme 1t 70 doubt a5 o bis 
ictoy o anly the gate bt cvery door and every wall was breached and the town and cast 
dcstroyed beyon the possbity of defence: its mhabitants were scattred or ensaved, and 
the ity of Karanog wat deerted. No attempt was ever made 10 repair any of the braches in 
the caste walls made afte this second campaign of Silko. and i & few Christian Nubians at 
one time of another squatted in the lese rined rooms, blocking up a deorway here o there 
it a ey screen of plastered mud, hey never csayed anything that coud be caled sebiding 
or even repairy the trace of thir ephemeral encamprment only enbance the actual deoltion 
of the it 

“The casle had not pased through any of the stages of alteration or reconsteuction during 
the Bicmyan period that were 5o evident upon the lower house sies. Here, apart from the 
constructional features peclia t the arlce and later years of the occupation, difernces and 
evelopments could be ascerained in the cas of pottery also. In spie of the great quantity 
of pottery vessels found in he graves near Anibch, 2o critri had bee ther ortheoming whercby 
Sy technical progres or any reltive chronology could be deined: in the case of the houses, 
‘where unbroken flor Jevel e to statication an impeortance which it doe not always poses, 
@ crtain amount of material was ound 0 llustrat, ot last in some wares, he gradual transition 
from the earir Blemyan shapes and motives o those of Coptic art. New types of al periods 
served to show th distincion, hays more or 1 oberved, between the houschold wares and 
those deemed prope to funcrary vses; rough bandmade store jars, which were never found in 
the praves, appear commonly in the house ruins: handmade pots of all sizes were in constant 
s o cookin. o fo other domestic purposes, bt aceur arely i the tombs, and then only in 
those of the pocer clac, and n the town the propartion of undecorated as ppose o decorated 
vesel i, s e should expect, greatly n exces of what was observed in the cemetry. 

“Apart from pottery few abjects of interest were found on the o site. There were a 
umber of Meroftie ostraka (I 15, 19, 39, more o less fagmentary, the main nterest of 
“which s in the frequent oceurence on them of numrals, and in the presence of a place-name, 
Pezeme, which i ound aiso in nscriptions at Amira and csewhere # A Greek ostrakon seems 
o be dated tothe tnelith year of Alexander Severss (353 4.0, 

Just belos the surface of th sand overlying hose 7 was picked up a co of Nero struck 
at Alexandria i the twelith yea of his reign (65 A ). This was the only cain found, and it 
bas the dramatic interest of ecaling the mision o the spies whom Nero, when contemplating 
an Acthiopian campaign which his death prevented him from carying out, sent down through 
hi country and as far south as the Sudd ditict on the Blue Nile. 

O late i the ot nteesting were o fragments of Coptic MSS. One s on papyrus 
and s the frst Coptic verion of & legend aready known om Arabic and Actbiopic ources. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 5 
The story deals with a saint, Sisiius, whose isor, named Berzlia, was seduced by Satan; 
ahe became a vampire and wied o suck the bood of smallchildren. In the end she was put to 
death by her brother the saint + The other MSS. i written on gagel-tin leather and seems 
10 bo & deed of sale o  marriage contract between one Georgios and his wite Christe. 
In House 8, in the open yard (15 on the plan, L. 39) wero found the fragrments of & rudely 
paioted carthenware chest decorsted with the Chrstian cros (P. 1), and in house  were parts 
ot a similarchest having upon s sids  rough design of ishes, probably also Christians a small 
paioted Copti sauee (Pl 13) found in the same house 9 poats 1 is having been one of those 
tilzed by the stragglig sette and it 1 possible that the actual 
construction of the house, whih e others in the it i in pact a last 
of Coptic work 

One perplexing point abost the town s the apparent absence of any temple, that s o any 
stone consruction such as one wold look for upon an important Blemyan site. The stone 
foundatons of the casle and of house 3, the ragments of stone trelice windows (s ch. v). 
‘and the commen use o cut stone i the superstucturcs of the toms, would ead one 10 expech 

Some such building as the temple o Kas Torm (L. 12, Fig.2). At Hala, where the Merosic 
Setlement was of the poorst type, there scems 1 have been a small temple which thovgh 
rough enough in s constuction was at least in part stone built and superior i styl 10 the 
ouses that lay around it (vo. v chap. Vi), On the Merotie ste of Gebel Adda the great 
castern wall i of massive stone drecied in the manner familiar 1o v in Blemyan exsmple: at 
Faras thee ars tmilarstone buiding, though o templc f the period can s et be traced: st Kase 
Tbrim, besides the templ, parts o the wall and some stones ncorporated i the Coptic church 
show typical Blemyan dresing (see PIL 11, 13). We do ot yet know enongh to distnguish 
between Merotic and Blemyan stonework.{ though th difeence between Blemyan and Coptic 
it fiey clear, it i quit possbl that some o all of the stone bsldings o thse mor southern 
sites are of 3 dat previous to the invasion of Petroniv in 23 1. ¢.; but at Sheikh Daoud the 
Fateway i of smilaly reated stone, and a ther s Tt doubt that the caricst builings there 

areof the Blemyan timet, his, if it does not give a later date 10 the southern sies, at least 
‘warrants s in expecting buidings of that type n  Blemyan town.  The excavationsat Karantg 
faild to discover anything of the sort, and though of course they covered but a small part of 
the town arca and cannot thercore i themselees b rogaded 44 4t all concusiv, yet taken 
together with the etire absence of any surfac indications of a stone buiding and the uniforly 
brick constuction of the walls everyuhere visble. they do s o shoe 1t & stone eyl 
dos ot cxist spon the site. 1 such did exist, and it s difiult to imagine & plce 0 mportant 
s Karandg without 4 temple, and that & temple of stone, it probably stood neaer 10 the 
Fiver and has been swept away when the steeam changed it channcl. The ends of broken valls 
Juting out rom the stcp bk shore that the Hovses extended for some istance 4t any rate 
ver what i now the iver, and it may el e that with the disppearance of the castern quarter 
of the town there dsappeared aio the temple o Karani. 
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6 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
In the carly years ofthe fith century . . the Greek istorian Olympiodorus, then stopping 

at Acwin for the purpose of collecting material for his work, was imvted by the Blemyes 
st the country: welcomer both as & writer and a3 & {cllow pagan, he was entertained at the 
arious towns between the norhern or Nobad frontir and Kasr Torm on the south. At this 

Gime the decadence must arcady have began amongat the Blemyes, whom the destruction of 
ferce i the middle of the previont century had protably hit bard* but the community was 
Sl a Aourishing one.  Alrcady from the bigh ctadel of Shekh Dao ot teaveller would have 
T pointed ot 1o him the patchofgray and whit beyond the tree ops that sood fo Karanog. 
A o the next morning he Sl up the stream alon the palm groves, & tarn n the reen rver 
bank woul disclose quite ncar to hand the strcts and buidings of the town that huddied on 

the ot slopes o the desert. To the right was the casle & threestoreed building whote 
broad expanse of blank walls was broken only by a f windows, mall 4 windows must be that 
ool out an the burming sun and driving sand of Nubia,and et igh up 0 as o give deence 
against an cnemy'sattack. Smple a it was, the uilling was not without dignity the severity 
of it Tines was e by the promounced baser of the walls, which gave also an air of soiity 
Such s comes from the toping butiresses of northern architectue; the roof e Lroken Ly the 
high curves of the vauls, and the stepped brickwork of thir corbelled nds, were in strong 
contrast tothe straightnes of s general festures the arched windowsof the middle tier, st 
hetmeen the poiated hoods of the Jower windows and the fat-topped sits of the hird flor, 
Harmonized with the round vaulings and tied up the whol design nto an archicctural ity 
On the low ground bencath the caste rock  snaler howse surrounded. by a long, low court- 
yard wallclose inthetoen o the north.Over th to of this the e caght the s a uppee 
indows of another great b most a4 imposing as the castleftel, that occupicd a spur 
of rock st to the aowth of it and stoed Nigh over the close st houses of the Tower town. 
The town was one. of namow and iregular strees, if sueets they could be called, that 
tormed and twisted between. houses o and e storeys high which, though orintated 
regilrl. were dotted here or there at random, having o uniform fronage, but set back or 
projecting forvard acconding as the arca cach occupied was greater or smallr than that of it 
cighbour. One house, bt overthe ruinsof an oder stucture, might stand o a oughly levelled 
plot severalfet igher than that next door the sold walsof somo three storeyed buiding whose 
Courtyard blocked with storchovses and low-vaulted magasines betokened the wealth of s 
nener sood chek by o] with the stragling hovel of a poor man, whose womankind would 
ather on st rof of mud and palm Jcavs  catch  gimpesof the Greek visior s he pased 
on hi way from the river bank 10 the casle. 

fock and passed through the single narrow doorway. 

  

     
  

    

    

   
  

    

  

   

  

  

  

  

o he il g gave entrance o the castle, Olympiodorus found himsel in & fong, vaulted hall, with doore 
i cach of s sils. 1t was plainly whitewsshed, and though the single window was small and 
e 2 igh up that s top was almost levelwith the crown of the vaul, themorning sun triking 
Uhrough gave & diffsed Hight which, when once his eyes had grown accustomed o i, was quite 
suffcint and & welome el from the dazaling gare outside. On his left a doorvay opencd 
oo the grat staircase tha, winding round it heavy brick pilar. e t0 the dweling roon 
hove;  Jow atchwindon i the same wal communicated with a small cuploard ke haber 
Deneath the vaulting of the loves stair ightc, where perbaps slept the janitor who sertinized 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION 7 
the visitors mounting 1o the upper rooms. But Keeping for the present to the ground foor, The nir 
the Nistorian passed thrasgh a second smal, vaulted room whose doarway ay cppsit to that by ¥ % Coe 
‘which he had fust entered the castle, and found himscl once more i the open air. He was in 
2 courtyard open 10 the ky. shut in all ound by Ity walls, between which, s down a well 
he Tight and air came, 0 be caught as best might b by the narro windows that faced upers 
the court, Around teo sides of i, 3 it above the windores of the groun ot roums, ran & 
Jakehift wooden gallery. its heavie timbers bekded in the brickwork and supported at the 

owter ends by big upights that sorly cumbered the narrow ground space: & scond and lghter 
Staging ran at & bigher level and was reached from the first Ly 3 step Tadder. Both, however, 
Seemed 10 be rather temporary stroctures that could casily b dismantll, and indecd theie 
inconveaicace was Gbvious enmugh for the planking that ran just above the windows of the 

Tower sooms shut out efctively even the lite Hght that a Nubian requires fndoors, and made 
very necessary the lamps that burned within ncarly al day Jong. The scene was busy enough. 
“The courtyard, ke all the rooms of the geound flor, was given over o dometic wes. In ane 
comner, i a great oval-topped oven, was being prepared the dura Lread fo the day: here and 
here squated women grinding corn or pondin et in stone troughs; other servants passel 
t0.and o rom the storcrooms o the Kitchen,or carried away t0 the magasines the jars of wine 
Chat Olympiodorus’ vesel had broght s cargo upstrcam aad th corn that was fetched in rom 
the felds o store for foture use. The vistor must needs peer through the open door on his 
right into the kitchen, whee through the pungent smoke tha eddied round the vault and poured 
ot of the narrow window, and through the darkness that a lamp s i  niche in the ar val 

Jamined bt could not dispe, he could s the preparations Ling made for his welcome. The 
walle of the room were plastered with mad which had never Leen whitewashed and was now 
Blackened with smoke and grine, the miad four was worn rough and uncven Ly fet. trampling 
where water had been spiled: o or thrce bricks o stones laid together served as freplaces, 
wherein  handiul of harcoal glowed benath a rough, handmade pot of lack cla 
dcoration of which had lon snce dissppeared under a goodly coatng of soot. From beneath 
he springers of the vault, along cithe side of the room, projectd stones,rounded and pierced, 
built into the brickwork, through which ropes wero passed that stretched across from wall ©o 
wall; from the ropes there hung above the heads of the conks bunches of vegetables, shallow 
brighly coloured rays of basketwrk containing dred bread, dates and peas, cathenare pots 
and jointsof fresh meat.there were 10 shelves, but verything that was not stacked upon the 
Sround or put in chestsof unbaked mod was hung i this way rom the roof and was expased o 
the heat and smoke from below- 

From the kitchen the historian was led 1o quiter rooms on the south sde of the court. 
Hore, approached et diretly through other rooms, were two magazines (4 and 5 on plan). 
Th i of these was small and windowles, it ol by a lamp thatstod in & niche In he cast 

wall, and here were stored the more valuable of the casl’s treasures: the outer room, which 
wasTarge and Tt by two high-set windows (see P, 6, Fig.), was given over o stores of  more 
omestc sort. Tn the fr corne, on & aised platorm, stocd a great Ui of ay flld with cor 
and sacks ani baskets of com were ranged along the walls besid it here were rows of wie- 
Sessels, some the ungainly pote that hed the Yegetable beer of the countey, some slender 
amphorae docketed in nk with the names of Grek or Egyptan importrs. Justsuch amphorae 
2 these the porters were even then bringing up from the ncwly arived shi; 4 stevard seated 
Ty the doaray counted these a they came in, saled the afesh with soft mud, and stamped 
them with the new caste mark,aiter which they wer s in thei places amid the oller stock 
perhaps a lst of al, wittn in whie ik on & potsherd, was duly made out and fled with the 
casle accounts. 
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s KARANOG, THE TOWN 
“The sooms 1o the west of the court were next viited. Hore the servants of the household 

v and worked ; women were o b secn spnin thread o making cloth, and preparing ols 
for the ofe,or making beer from pounded seeds.Some of thee rooms facing on the courtyard 
were 0l It for the purposcs for which they were ncede that not only the wals and celings 
bt the floor also were whitewashed. and i the subded, efeted light the bodicsof the ihly 

el women showed as brown botches against whih leamed here and there the biu or gold 
of the lacs beads that they wore i sach profuion. Tn ane rom, where perhas the guanis 
ounged iy the visitor smled o see e pictors scratched wpon the wall: drawings o camcls 
and crocodils, and of warriors or huntsmen mounted on gallping horcs and hurling lances, 
or of many-oared Nile boats with great atcen sais, the handiwork of the artst in the troop. 
‘A e passfrom chambe tocharmber with i guides, Olympiooruscouldsee a strange medley 
of peapls: in conteas to th straight-nosed, tin il aistocrats whom he ollowed were the 
egrocs, who formed the blk of the fown's inhabitants, the desert folk of mised bood, Nubians 
or setkrs from the westen desert, Egyptians, perhaps amongt them e olders of the Roman 
Jarrison captured in some northern ra, a one-time Chrstian monk who had bought bi life by rencuncing his faih, and maybe some fllow Greok who to save i faith had taken rfuge 
with the barbarians and was hlping them to imitate the forms of palite e that provailed n 
the Byzantine court—al had ther place i the it kingdon whose overlod, harking back to 
an alien tradition nterrupted ages Since, called imself the King of Upper and Lover Bgypt 

Leaving the servants quarters of the ground floor, the guest mounted the smlle saircase 
i the soutwest comner of the builing that ed primarily 10 the women's quarters. These vere 
more soclud, peshaps, than were the other rooms, but there was nothing of hat riid 
that surounds the harim of 1o-day; the Blemyan women went unveilod and mised frel 
thce men-flk indoors and outthe rooms were open 1o the visito, and from them he could 
pass ey into the main dwelling chambers and the oficial hallsthat occupied hi, the principal 
oo of the casie. O this upper sorey was o b seen the wealth and eultue of which Siko's 
victory, a little more than & century lter, was 1o sweep vy trace away. The architeture 
\was st simple cnough, but the high arched windows, st oy a itk way above the floor, it 
up the interior, and stood in marked contrast o the narrow st that pierced the vaults of the 
around foorrooms. On the whitewashed walls may well have hung curains with dyed patterns 
ofred and biue: the ight was broken up by sreens of sandstone curously carved in open-work 

“with figurs o strange animal or wining lotus flwers, and was caught in the depths o delicate 
Slas vessls, amber, white or b, imported from the fctories of the Roman Empire. IHere 
were bronze vescl of Gresk workmanship, some. of them heirlooms handed down fom the 
s of the carly setters when the bronse workes of Alandria were famovs, and others of 
Fuder native work with hammered dcsigas, the allo of & rch gold colour o plated with i 
resemble silver. Tn the women's quarters were caskets of wood inlid with iory. tilt boxcs 
of tumed wood o of acquer-work in polished red and green and yellow, cut though 50 4 (0 
Show the natursl wood in pattern of fetooning leaves, bags of cut and dyed leather, boties of 
unpuents and foilet nstruments o iron and of bronse. Seattered here and there were fne 
cxamples of painied pottery, which for variety of colour nd design far urpassed aaything that 

spt or the Roman world could then produce; from thes the eye woull torn with more 
et than admiration ) e trea cota statucties of birds or men,or to a sl roughly 

Carved o painted stone fzure of 3 bak rescmbling somewhat those that stood above the raves 
i the cemetery to the south, objects crude cnough i viewed as works o art, but chershed a5 
emblrns of the religon which the Blemyes championed against & Christian world In one 
Foom, perhaps, was transacted the oficial busines of the kingdom, where an Egyptian sribe, 
whose learning excuscd his Chrstianity, translated o offical Greek such lttes 26 were 0 
be dispatched to local goveenors or 1 frends beyond the proper Blemyan bordes, or the lord 

    

    

    

     
    

    
  

  

     

  

    
       

  

  

 



G 

  

ZRAL INTRODUCTION 

  

9 
  of Raranhg Himsel wrote s onders in the tadiional Merowie seip that was soon o become Tie Uppr 

& mystery and a logend. Ami such evidences of & real, if barbaric ivlzaton, i vas eaey for <o 
he visito 10 forge the growing poverty of the town, the gradual degencration of this tle 
inglom, now shat in 10 north and 1o south by eligious focs and thrown Lack upon ts own 
Al oo scant resourcs; bt on the other hand, 4 he gazed ot fom the windows i vas dicult 

rast between ths decaying stronghold of paganism and the huge monastery® 

  

   the southern windows over palm grove, durra ld and rivr 1o where i 
the far distance the noonday sun shone fll upon the temple that crowned the northern corner 
of the heights of Kasr Torim, and the hisorian must neds have understood the bette for it 
the temacity of & desert popie that for centurics had hld fas thess ferile reaches against the 
power of Rome. Certanly he must have thanked the gods for the chancs that had given him 
50 close. & knowedge of the Blemyes, when fo other Greek writes they were stil bt border 
hicves given to human scrifce in the Sun's honour and to & warike actvity that made them 
the scourge of Egypt 

  

Olympiodorus” own account of his visit 1o the Blemyan ctes islost, and the above s but 
an attempt o sive @ partial pctare o the town and casl ac it was, n attempt based on the 
Qal exvidence of detaild measurements and petty finds which, for the beneit of the stulent 
who caes 0 verfy 0o fancful account, is given in other and more technical chapters. To a 
certain extent the furmitare of the tombs bas becn drawn pon o dlustrate the hoes of the 
ol with whom it was burio, and for this, 48 well ¢ for various historical allusions, the 
eader st be reforred 0 volomes i s v of this seice. Naturally. when & partcslr date 
chosen out of 8 long perod for which chronological cvidenc i scanty. 3 few anacheonisms 
may have crept into the desription, but it i hoped that those, f detected, may be excused in 
the intrest of an attempt o ntroduce 4l the detal tha can 4 et be known o the domestic 

e of the people of Karano, 
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STRUCTIONAL FEATURES 

e was very Tvle stone building at Karandg.  Masonry was only used for the lowest 
courses of the castle and of house 2, where 3t formed. a6 i were. a podium from one 10 four 
Courses high above this all v of brick. - Thestones that were used were carefuly cut, averaging 
hout .50 m.ither way. not ahsays rectangalar, with a arrow smoothed edgeanda pick dressed 
Contral sab. The ick-dresing represents the rue faceof the stone he e Leing trimmed back, 
£ o put the centre in slght relict; precicy simlr stonedressing can be obsersed on other 
Blrmyan sites such 4 the cemeterics at Shabldl and Anibeh, a¢ Sheikh Daoud, Kasr Tbrim, 

el Adda, Farasand Behen; i i casil o be distinguished rom the Coptic sle of tonedressng. 
0 b scen i the chureh of Kasr Torm, where the stone are small regularly.cut oblongs vith a 
broad smooth edge and a small central pickdressed panel sunk well below the level of the 
sraothed surfac, s wel a from the appacenly intermediate carly Coptc sty @l to be seen 
i the Kase Tori church) whee the broad margin s dressed with diagonal stiations and the 
Centre, which presents the sam leve, has thrce o four regular rows of short pck markings on 
e pposite dingonal. On some of theseather oy sites there i  consierably arger proportion 

of masonry & agsinst brickwork: the gateways of Sheikh Daoud and Faras and the great ast 
all of Gebel Adda are paralced by nothing at Karanog: but though it may L possible to. 
itinguish betiecen Blmyan an later work we Have as yet nociterion by which 1 diffrentiste 
Blemyan fom the pre-Roman Merotc st of building employed i thisreon, and the imposing 
masonry of these, ol southern, it may i pa b due o ther carlie but alled nhabitants 
14 perhaps safr to describe this form of masoney by the general term Romano-Xubian' 
“which we have used 0 include both the e Meretic and the Blemyan peopls. 

“The stone courses were dry-buil anly the outer stones had worked faces, those on the 
e face of the wal being square bt ebdom dresd the narmo and rrgular space btween 
e stomes o the o face was il in with  core of rubble and mason's chippings. Only the 
ot walls o the castle b stone foundations. Timmediately over the top course of stones, and 
i the intermal brck wall above the fourth or fith course of bricks, was st a laer of darra- 
Malks o pabm i, ranning through the wal at right angles to its direction, 38 if 10 form @ 
ry-course. A dry-conre in this countey i obviously unnecesary and it is dificult 0 sce what 
urpos this feature can ave served 

i sice of bulding bicks averages .34 1. by 0175 m. by 0095 ., giving in consruction 
exacily one metre of hefght 1o ten courses of brck, (o metres of vall lngth to six and  alf 
Srcichers. and about the same lngth (.03 m.) 10 leven headers. The bricks are plai oblongs 
withou frogs, 

T the catie bonding s observed i the case of all walls,but diflersconsiderably i thoraugh- 
s according a5 the consiructional charactr of the walls made the bonding more or less 
mportant for thei stabilty. This n the angles of the main outer vall great care was shown 
o Secure  decp and regolar bond, and the same s rue of mostof the heavy walls f the ground 
Hoor bt here Somctimes, and much more often in the upper storeys, e attention had been 
i o the oming of the walls; fo a nammber of course the cnd o one wall would smply abut 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



CONSTRUCTIONAL FEATURES n 
o the face of the other and then  single course of header, or even asingle bick, would srve The Bk, 
o uite the two.  Consequently i the ruin of the caste & wall could fall away (as was the 
case with the south wall of room 30 ) and lave very lite trce of el pon the face of the 

with which it had been supposet 1o be jined. 
Within each wall sl the bonding of the bricks i carefl and good, with alterate courses 

of Headers and stretchers: thers is no trace hre of the buiking styic found om such an carly 
Nubian site as Arcika, where & wall reslves sl into 30 many pillrs of brickark with 
curtainwalls of the saane hickncss connecting them but formin with then no itrisic whole 

‘A the Karanbg walls of the carly period-—that i of the casic and of the houses in the lowe 
strata—were regular and homogencous, except the “header” wall of howse 6, ooms A, 1 and . 

T e buildings of a later g certain changes were notceable. The work was throughout Th Later 
limsicr and mre cardless: the ol wals of & metee's thickness were replace by slighter ones B4 
of 050 or 0.0 m. ani the brcklaying was es regular than before: sometimes rough stones, 
more ar s the si of bricks,were fnsertd in the wal o bricks, someimes broken anes, were 
revied, and the irvularities ofsuch lp-shod work were o were not flled n by  rough daubing 
with mud. Whereas in the calicr period the wallfaces were smoothly rendered and 
‘Whitewashed, these Jter walls which rally stool in far greater e of such & scemly coverig. 
were.cither 1t bar or plastered with a mud wehich, les sklflly applid, tended to fall away 
farmore radily. - Th Bouse-walls of the uppes sratum, as Leing more exposed 1 the wind and 
‘weather, might be expected to have lost the renderin they may have oigially possesed; and 
st that inthecasle, belongin o th carlie date.the mu facing had disappesred compltely 
from the exposed wal faces; but even where the later wall, direcly superimposea upon the 
carir, had been subject to the same conditions, the plastering would generaly be preserved 
pon the later ani on the former be completely Tacking (P, 1) 

" vry distinetive fature of the later valls was th fonnces fr inseting courses of beaders 
Jaid on cdge and at a light ant. This sty of work had Len noticed n the ib-wallsof several 

of the tombs (vol. i, p. 12), where no chronologial vidence could be obtained: from the town- 
it i became clear that whil t was not unknown at an arly time it uee radually came into 
Tavour, ani was so rare at frst and so common later that it can be calld characteristi of the 
end of theperiod. In house . in the morth wal of rom s, there were edge et headers in what 
st cetainly e an carly wall this s the only instance of ther e n the fst period. Howse 4 
b undergone at least three periods: the original plan was st moife and added t0, and 

Iater this uikding was destroged and n cntirly new one constrcted over it ruine: e of the 
doors o the original house was walledup during the alterations,and n his wallthere i course 
of headers on edge, which blongs threfor to 8 second period n the tow's history. Generally, 
owevor, the syl st befound i walls thatare marifesty of theltest dateasin K 115, 14 and, 
mos stiking instance, in the patehing up of the main gateway of the catle. In this atest 
period the s of bricks tends to diminish, partcularly a regands thei thickacss: thiso 53 by 
.15 by 005 m. it & common sie for bricks, and sometimcs the thickness i consderably ese 
than his 

Generally speaking. thereore, it is quite casy o disinguish & wall o the carly from one of B 
the late perio of Blemyan history o far 4 thi s faily represented by Karari.  The later Vo 
wall s thinner,the bricks s are gencraly smallr, and there i & prelecton for conrics of 
efge-set headers; the carly walls ar stout, well il with large Lricks, and 43 & rle carfully 
rendered and whitewsahed. For roofing the rooms of the caste and of the carlie houses the 
Barrelvault wasinvarably used. The methio o its constuction has been suficendly explainel 
vol 5. . 1, and though . house oom the arc to be spanned was fa greatr than was he 
casein the tombs, that method was unchanged and nothing in the way of contering was mplosed. 

“This system s o course wel known.in Acia as well ax in Bgypt, but whereas the material 

   
      

  

        
  

    

  

      

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    
  

 



12 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
1 cmployed by the Persiane and Bysantinest was bumt brick or stone, and the vault 

5 cold accondingly beconstructed over a much greate area (he span of the great vautat Ctesiphon 
3550 m). the crude brick used in the Nile valley was of 100 soft & nature €0 stand the 

Srain o & span much more than four metresacros 
Bt wher the room was thus small the crude brick bareel-vault answered its purpose well 

and wher, s i the cas in seveal of the caste rooms, the roof i in whole or partpresered, 
e snch. which with it singl courseof bricks appears o fragile, s ound flly cqual o bearing 
any ol weight. The bricks ae ez bt thinaer than those wsed for wall-construction (they 
mesuce 0.7 by ©.32 by 0.06 ). they are made of md mixed with chopped staw and dung, 
and their sdes e deeply frogged yith carved linesimpresed by the fingers; the morta s of the 
£ame composition and Linds well with the bricks, s that the whole arch is practically a solid 
it The slightly sited o ovaid curve which rsulted maurally from the method o Lulding 
v additonalstrength a the crown.  The frogsing of the Lricks and the curve taken Ly the 
Nt can be clearly secn in the photograph on PL 6, Fig. . The vault springs ush with the 
wallface but the sinle coure of bricks that composes it occupies naturally but a small part 
of the walls width.  Between the Jaunches of two paralel vaults the wall contined upwards, 
Sightly overlapping ther corve bt losing somethin of the thickness which it had below their 
Spring. thus in th castle the garty wall, which ae & metre. hick on the ground floor, o some 
‘enty centimetres with cach stoey. On cach side, therefore, betwcen' the extrados and the 
wal there was  roughly triangular cimpty pace beow the levl of the crown of the vault, that 
5 below the levelof any Aoar that was o ret wpon it To il his spandri up soid would have 
imposed  heavy sidewaye strain wpon the spring and Baunch of the arch. s weakest part: some 
means thercore bad to be taken 10 avoid this. In the great Coptic monastery of St. Simeon 
ncar Aswin the prablem was soved by spanning this spaco with a subsidiary vault; the floor 

then reted wpon the crowns of thre arches,  arge central one fanked by two ftle ones, and 
the smal fattened spandile thus Jft could be either fllod in without danger or bridged by Mt stoncs. A similar system of “tubes” was adopted i the Persian palace of Ukbeidar 
Qs G. 1. Bllloc-cit.. Fig. 7. where, hwver, there was nt, for the most part  second floor, 
and it bject may have becn 10 e coolaess 0 the rooms, as suggested by Miss Bl s wel 
0 make possble Tt roo i thi case then the et " rn over the party-wall, ich do 
ot i above th spingersofthe vault proper. At Karanog thesystem employed was difrent. 
For the st few days the abscnce bath of subidiary vaults and of sy quanity o illing in the 
Spandrls puzaled me: the vaulte,or part of them, were preservs n a number of cases; Joose 
bricks and stone slabs misht be piled upon the vault and il the spandes, but the floos were 

arisbly gone and it was dificult o see how they had been supported. In one place only 
{rucm 1 on the fst foar: <. P 7. Fit. ) i the evadence for the constraction, o ratht the 

construction itelf, emain o it Between the wall-face and the extradot of the ach two bricks 
& alf were set at & sight e from the horiontal. they formed 3 staight e, one pont 

Fsting upon the back of the vaul, the other weized against the wal; they were well bedded 
o at each end and againt one another and the mere pressore kept them sgid. The upper 
end ofthe line, tht againethe walkface was on the leel o thecrown, o the vault it sloped 80 

e that where it formed an angle with the xtraos, at it lowest point, th space between it 
and the floor el was very smal and the sone flags hat formed the floor coud b Laid across 
s with Titde or no support. To give & hitle strength o what was necesarly & 
ek construction, thin walls were bt up st inervals of one or s metees from th base of 
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   CONSTRUCTIONAL FEATURE 13 
the trngle acros the spandril 0 the leve o the 
amount of latral support. The method i so_peculiar that | was fortunate in securing & 
Photograph o the only exampl of it which tim and its inherent weaknss have allowe 5 

  

  

oping brick line which ths eceive cerain Bt 

Ol i the castie were the walssanding Wgh cnongh t sho the methods employed for Vo 
  arching doors and windows, but here ther were plenty of varitics 0 b observed.  The thrce 

rows of windows inthe outee wals wereal diferent, and insde the doors and nichs illsrated 
wel the. principlcs and habits of the buders. The true arch was known and employed, bt 
‘where possibe prference was piven 0 tho barre-vault s characterstic of the national architee- 
tare. The top windows of the oute wals were Aat-headed sits, nartow enough 1o be spanned 
by a single Lrck, <0 hat nothing more laborate than this was ncded. On the round for the 
windows b a o arch formed of two vaulting brcks et at an anglo: the window was placed 
S0 igh that s lintel was about on the ine with the springes of the vault that ran slon the 
wall on the inside, and is top carse amost level with the vault's crown; to admit the fight 
therefore & e had 0 be knocked through tho ide o the vault, and between the head of the 
window:on the e walface and the extrados of the vault above the hoe 3 sbdiay bare. 
vault was made which, sloping gently down, brought the light ino the chamber. Had there 
becn o secondstorey. the windon would have had the appearance of & dormer windor, sch as 

i i section, b i reaity thi appearance it masked by the main outer wallrisng up 0 
seconstorey level. Usualy the collase o the room-vauit and of the floor which it supported 
B nvoled in it destrction the shor. vault through which the lght came nto the chamber, 

Bl this livays been the case i would have b difficult 0 s how thee high-set windores 
conld have boen of any us, eeing that they gave directly upon the haunch of the rooing vault: 
fortunately, however, one oF 6o examplcs a5 in rooms 5 and 13, were preserved intact, and 
explained the syaten 

Another curous fnsance of hesitation between 1o systms was see i the frt floor 
windon i the west wall o the ight well viewed from the Jght wel ths waa built with & 
frue ach composed of vaultng bricks aid flatways a3 headers, there beng two. rings of 
s bricks cach. This true arch, however, did not run.right through. the thicknss of the 
WAl inshl i ave place 1o shortJength of Larel-vaulting. The reason of this misture i fiey 
bvious. A barrel vault needs an upright against which to ean. An arch was bt i the face 
of the wall presumably with sl centering. and to minimize the amount of centering neccsary 
was ot carried back for more than one. bric's thicknes beyond the wll ack: afainst this 
arch, on the iside, the slopng bricks of the Larel vault could well Lo laid, and the Nubian 
builder could proceed casily n the syle o which he was most addicted. 1t was indeed the need 
of a contering that detered the architets of Karasisg and other Blemyan sits from blding 
arches where a vault would serve: they understond the arch pefectly wll and (o advantage 
attimes of s special constructional value (¢, . 10), but on ther as on the modern Nulian 
builder it entaled the labour of piling up for s emperary support 4 scid centeing of Urcks 
andmud; consequentlyin Nubia the arch s comparatively rae nd wually of smalldinmensions. 
For arcesthe arge and hard vauling bricks were generaly usd thus the it storey windons 
i the outer wals were Uuilt o leven such bricks. a edgewiseasHeaders,thefst storey window 
i the st wall o the lght-well was rched with 6o rings of he tame aid edgeise 4 headers, 
i brcks 0 rings small non-architectural features such a miches i the wall were gencrsly 
arched with ondinary bricks Jaid fa as headers. The doors are usually vaulted, proper 
vaulting-bricks being used and 11 i tho normal wvay with ther thin edgo showing on the ot 
i one case (the door between rooms 5 and 6.ofthe castle the bricks are fid fla s that the froge 
show. The fali arche o theground for windows were compased of o vauling bricks loped 
st cach oher. in the north wall o the light-well the smal st storey window 1 bt with 
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1 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
  a skew vt of ordinary bricks, two aad & halfto  ring. For the small windowsof the ground 

oor and the thind storey, onfinary bricks srved a5 lintels: the lager firststorey windows 
had kel of rough stone. The doorsays were provided with stone thresholds and with hinge- 
stones fo the dours. 

I some. of the houses thee were out-ofdoo sairways that must Have led ont the roo of 
euch parts of the house s wereonly o store bigh. 1 would seem that ot allthe buildings of 
‘Which he wllscan e traced were o the Same height: many may have been but store chambere 
ot suited 0 supporting upper storys, Lt with  flat soo aid above thei vauling, and 10 reach 
hese an open saircas was it in the courtyaed agaiastthe range of magazines. Thus i howse 2 
Uhcre i i the southwes corner an imner saireae leading 1 the upper floos, but there s ahto 
an open staireae i the courtyard, well preserved, and it is no unnatural o suppose that the 
whole of this quarter of the house (rooms 15, 5-25)stood anly one storey High. It i of course 
porible tha these stairways, which eneraly see 1o tand in cose relation 0 rooms that are 
Seary sorescoms, were intended t g access 10t 10 thefoofs bt 0 the magazines themseles, 
where doors may have been st bigh up under the vault but there s not evidence enou 
St the pont. The more individual features of the various buidings are dealt with in the 
fllowing chaptes, where alo are given the grounds for such general deductions as have been 
made sbove. 

  

     

  

   



  

CHAPTER 1T 

THE CASTLE RUINS 

Drratiso Descurriox ov 1 Rooss 
Room 1. 
Hume was the only enteance o the casdle. Th 

‘which had a central rveal, anly tood 1.00 m. high. On the south side of the gateway the val 
for a ength of 2.00m. had been broken away right down to the oundations, even some of the 
stome Bloks of the lower courss being displaced. This break had been hurriedly repaird. 
The gap had not been cut suar, 5 tha the lowest course of th reconstructed. part did not fie 
evenly’ in the fous lower courses rough stones were frcly use insted of bick, and neither 
these nor the bricks were always put in strsight: one course was laid on cdge but with the 
bricks slopn i evers irction, and some bricks were aid fat bt with one angle pointing 
outside thewall (P 3.5). The new part sarted with th thicknes of the original wall 1 com. 
ot soom thimne down,especialy from the inside, and at the heght o 200 m. was nly o.69 . 
thick. The whol of the south jamb ofth oignal door had thus been dstroyed and rebuit with 
every sign of demmoralzed haste, oy to be destroyed & second time and reduced to i present 
Fuinous state, Tnide the room al the doorways were systematically breached. On the west 
i the wall had been broken doren lmost o the it ofthe nner room () on the nort, the 
doorway had been knocked out to double its sie, while opposite, on the south, the enteance to 
the starease had been sadly battred.  The foor level had almost entirly disappeared, only 
the rough stone foundations being el Of the vaul a litle remained in the northeast comer. 
Ianing against the north wall; Tk the walls it b been mud-rendered and whitewashed. Inthe 
room were found fagments of characterstic painted Blemyan pottery and ane picce of the hard, 

“white-faced, ighly poliched ware with ed cose hatching fund a Shabldl and cetaily belongiog. 
0 the latest period: it conneets closaly with certain carly Coptic types. 

There were alo found & lamp of the covered saucer type. vory much brokens . painted 
ol head, a bone lntoid bead. 4 piece of twisted bronse wir, & child's arm torn of at the 
o, 3 (broken) mud jar-sesling, @ fragment of Arabic MSS. on paper (found near the main 
oorway. a Tt above or level) and, on the threshod of the west doorway, a fragment of 
Papyrs bearing & Coptic version of the story of St. Sisianius (see p. ). 

had b tice destroyed. The north jamb, Row 1.    

  

   
  

  

  

    

     

  

  

  

Room 2 (The Staircase). 
A door e from the cntrance-bal 1o the main starcase of the buiking: it had a rased Room 2. 

threshold an th i of the door, which had apened autwards. The sais faced ne on entering, 
and to the et there was & narrow recess btsen the central pilar and the wall o the entrance: 
hal, Tighted by & small hatch-windo .50 m. sbove foor kel through the latte wall. The 
pillr had been footed out ere,for 105 m. ofis width 10 heigh of .60 m. above floor level, 
25,5 10 narrow the pasagenay t00.40m. Onthe castsideof the pillar the floor dropped o 60 m. 
0 the Teve o the foundations: the return westwards at the end of ths space was screened of by 

a thin wall shutting off the fos vaulted space under the second fight o seps, hat on the south 
sk of the pillr. This small sunken space may have been usel asa collae or possibly as 3 

a 

    

   



16 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
. room for the star porter. The et ght of seps was caried up on  solid base;, roigh 

niche had been hewn out in the pillr-face and s smoke backened conditon showed that a 
Tamp had stood within it o light up the stairs. Afer the irs tur the steps were supported on 
barrel-vaults. The second fight was lighted by & window set S0 high up in the wall tha its 
arch just cut into the vl springers of the ght abose; the wall onthecast snot preserve to 
4 height suficent o show the window which must Fave becn there. The frt flor was reached 
by a door i the southwest comner of the stairway leading into room 8 A. it jamb o.15 . from 

the fac of the South wall_The stairs soped at an angl of thirty derees; the actaal eps were 
Al preservd. O the frst fight the sl base naturaly remained, bt the form of the steps had 

for the most part disppesred: ofth scond only & tte o the vaslingat the westend emained 
of the third fight, the greater part of the vauling; the beginning of the next fight (tat on 
the north o the pillar). and the grater part of the vaulting of the upper fight on the west side 
(e PL3). 

Rough measurements were 
The solid fight reaches a level of .70 m_above loor level 
The second fight starts at <. 10 m. (springers at 0.15 m.) and ends with the springers 
The thid fight ies from 3 10 0 350 . 
The fourth fight ries from 2,001 
Each sotion o vaultng i carrcd oy as fa s the angle of the central pilar and the next 

cection rests upon it crown.Owing o tho angle at which the ring courses are 4 the space 
betwoen the wall and the crown of the vault that leads up towards it is considerably greater 
than that between the wall and the springers of the same vault, .., between the walland the 
angle of the pilar; the earice ing-courss of cach sction of vaulting have thereore a much 
reate span than the res of the sction which lies Letween the pillr and the wall; and the 
Comner anding, and perhaps the top step of cach fight, rested upon the vaul runming at right 
angles o1t 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Room 3. : 
Opening out of the entrance-hal, this room was ltle more than & passae o the open 

cout or ightwell 22). 1t had been much ruined, the two doors were widdly breached. and 
st of the west wal had fallen, The vaulting had rested against the cast wall; very Tl of 

€ was et Toth vault and wale had been mu-rendered and whitewashed.  The foom as it 
o Stands doce ot sem 10 have eceiv any ight othe than that which came n by th doors: 
fthere weasever s windns i the et wal i was mall and et very bigh . The room measared 
S0m. by s.5om. In the room were found part of the base of a biue glaze vase and & 
Samped mod jr seslng (L 1) 

  

  

Room s 
“The only approach to the toom was through room s: this doorway had Leen breached at 

the time o the destruction o the casle, but th later squattrs had crected in it a sort of bin, 
runming o fimsy walsof mud and broken brick acrost the doorway o cithr side of the il 
i thus cosing up the room, unlss indocd they used 4 & door the hole which bad been knocked 
Sheough into room .  ltle above foor leve. 

“The vauling hai rested againt the cast wall; & very el of it remained in the northeast 
comer, ke the wall it had been i rendered and whitewashed. There was 1o window to the 
oo, bt 4 small niche in the cat wall b held the lamp used togive ight. Probably this was 
enly & storeroom and. required safty rather than lumination. The room measured 3.10 . 
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by 545 m. Init e o two smal fragmcnts of  Merotic ostrakon, the uppes Balf of sl bl glaze Osiis amult,  fragment of & small wooden vase lacquered and decorated with 
serafato foral design (9111, T1. 15). sveral fragments of ondimary painted Neritc pottery 
o of Copti (v paint on bl sip) and one of the ate Meroitic o transition period with painted 
festoons and small rsetts n rlic, 

  

  

  

Room s (s P1. ). 
“The flor i o rough sone slab overlaid with mu, and is very much broken up. I the 

southeast corner was a rectangular platorm of brickwork 130 m. by 1.00.m.; s it oo only 
50 m. above the love of the stane oundationsof the flor, it onld not have risen v above 

thearginal floor leve,and was presumably cithr a base for some heavy objct or the oundation of a brick bin: it docs not Took ik a divan. There was a brach at the west end of the north 
“wal, the wes wall st had suffre severcly. and the west end of the south wal had been azed 
down 0 the stone forsndations: at the cast el ofth room, hovwever,  arge part of the vaulting 
was ntact. Neither this nor the wall scm ever to have ben whitewashed or even endered, but 
are quite sough. Besides the doorways leadin into rooms 4 and 6 there was 4 window af 
cast enof the south walland probaily there had been another in the west end of the sam va 
Whereit was Lroken away: the windon s .50 m. sbove ground fvel and measured 1,10 m. by 
.5om.. In the south wall thee was alio an arched niche .86 m.high. .50 m. wide and 0.5, m. 
ep, 1.40m. above oo el  similar arched iche was in the midde o the west wall, 

I thecast wal, 5 15 m. from th floor, there s & shllo rectangular eces 0.0 m. high 
by .70 m. wille and about o.50 m. decp, which looke a i it were meant 1 take 4 stone lab. 
It was surmounted by a simple comiceof mad brick,former of 6o coures,the oer projecting 
.05 m. and the uppe o.101m. from the face of the xall On cach s of thie in theangles of 
e room, dhere was at the hegh o .50 m. from lor level 3 ol 0,20 m. square, driven .20 m, 
into the brickaork of the cast wall, clarly meant 1o take the nd of 4 beam, the mark of which 
could o secn on the faceofthe morih wall,ranning 0t for & distance of 125 m. s th room was 
apparendy othersise roushly fnshed, and (udsing from the ar sealings found in ) veed 35 

' soreroom, it i difficult 1 explain these features, which are not parallded inany other room 
o the caste 

“The room measured .25 m. by 350m. T it were found  fragment of basket-work, & 
rectamgular picce of mud (broken) marked with hole ke  tally, & fat, oughly circlar stone 
marked with holos and lines (9129, PL. 15), and six large mud jar seslinge, one. apparently 
bearing  trefoi Iea, one obliterated altogether. one with & snake devi ke hat lusrated in 
Vol i p. 79. . . and thre others shonn in P, 15, 

    

  

  

  

       
  

  

    
Room 6. 

Practically the whol of the south wall was destroged down to the stone foundtions, and 
even of these two or thres blocks had heen displaced.  Presumably there had becn 8 window 
o this side.There were thrce doorways in the oom, one n cach o the other valls. That 

into room < had been breache and then lumsily patchied up and naroved by the squattrs of 
 ater period wit fimsy Jambs o roken brick and plstered mud: the doorway ino the e 
cour, which had alsosullered scverely, was completely blocke up by the cad of the mud bin or 
ranary bt n the cornerof the courtyard afer the dismantln o the fortress. The western 
jorway wasthe only one it open: e woode aes had bt o the south outer wall: the 

‘western wal was 100 mach destroyed to shor theorginal height of the door, nor s therc any 
trace of the vaul remaining The walls had becn mud endered, but, apparely, never 
whitewashed. o objects were found in the room. The room measared .50 1. by 4 36 1. 
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Room 7. 

“This room opened ot of the Jast and gave access 1o the secon staircase; the door leading 
ottt the norhend o the west wall had becn mach damage. and the s were all broken 
away.The north wall was standing between two and three mtres high, bt had been pa 
ermined just sbove floorlevl while the room was being cheared the great weight of the 

Fubbish behind the wall i oom ) thust it frward from Lo, displacing t by about 1 00 . 
In o not to detroy the whole of this wall, whicremained almost i position, eaning against 
the rubbish, room a1 was not clared 

I the south wal was an arched miche .70 m. igh by o.50 m. broad, 080 m. above the 
lor. " Just cas of this the wal had been brcached down to foor leve. and beyond the gap 
Stond only 140 . ligh. This gap came just where the window must have been (n several 
uter rooms of the caste the wal had been breached n downand continuation o the window- 
Tine) and Jooked as if it might have served as a door fo the late setlrs in the caste rins; it 
formel however. no part o the orginal plan. 

“The room measred 3 30, by 5,20 . The springers of the vaul, dstinguished from th 
wall bya beveled offe, were 2.8 . above flor level the crown of the arch had disappeare 

Both wall and ciling had been mud emdeed, bt here vas o sizn of thei having been whie 
washed. T the room were found a mud jarseaing inseribd IAAPAN (the first o leters 
were rather imdistinct, bt could be estordfrom the other cxample found i room o, PL. 151 
and a lotus fover roughly cot in sandstone and forming part o a tracery window 

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

Room 8 (The Second Staircae). 
On passin through the doorway rom room 7 the sairs ace one; on the e was the thin 

party wal hat shut ot the space beneath the return Sighte, o was the doorway into 
foom 5. Owing o the presence of this doorway there were only wo steps in the st fight 
‘which, Together with the whele o the next gt on the west sile of the central pilr, rsted on 
& slid s, the vauling sysem being st cmployed for the returm on the south sid. I the 
west wall s a windonw place 10 high up that itscrown cut wellito the s of the vault abarve 
e thi window was of the fase arh type. another window on the south side ghte the next 
Bight The staircharmber meaured 50 m. by 565 m. 1t had ot orginally been inended for 
astaircase. This v an aftrthought, for instad of the vauls that supported the fights being ot into the wall during the process of 4 construction, a was the cas in the main staicase, 
ez 1o take the springer-bricks had been soughly backed in the face of the alrady cxisting 
wall 

A brcach B becn made throvgh the south wall. The whol starcase was i @ far more 
uinous condiion than s the ther. the central pila sood only 110 m. bigh, and above that 
Teight oy the lges hacked i the wals showed where the vauling had run 

On the loorwas orand  fragmcnt of floral stone tracery rom a windore 

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

Roomo. 
Entered from the sairway. The doo in the nosth walllading t0 rom 1 had been 

in thepriod of squaticr occupation Ly & thin scrcen-vall of mad (ee P 6). The wost 
wall had a wndow close up €0 the northern angle: his was th ol instance of an outee oom 
in which the main wall of the casle had not becn brcached.The staircase door had been 
Knocked about a good deal, and the cast wall had been largely and at s south end uttely 
destroyed. Both wall and celing had been rendered and whitewashed; the springers o the 
Yault were 2.20m. ani the crown about 410 m. sbove foor leve. The loor was very rough 
and uneven, the misture of mud and chopped stras overlying the orginal surface of the desert 

ot   
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    having largely disappeared, and being partly over 

period, 
“The room measured 5.5om. by 370 m. In i were found & stone grinde, @ fat worked 

stone and another ik a taly o game-boar (9125, 1. 1), an ron-toathel sickle (9109, L 15) 
xactly ke the modern mughds or mashil, and 4 cureed knife sheath of wood covered with 
leather, alo two plain mud jar salings, one mscrbed AAPON (P 15) and one bearing 3 
anake sign ke that in vol i, . 79. . 1 plan cup of gray-back ware of & typo o fond 
i the cemetery and probabiy ater 1 date and & fragenent of red pottry with Uack and cream- 
coloured paint belonging 1o the ate Blemyan periot 

by the efuse collced during the squatter 

    

  

Room t0. 
“The room had had three doorways: that leading from o had been narrowed doven, as 

alrady deseribed. by the steagglers who setled i the ruined bulding and patched up such 
parts as were at al habitable the doorway in the norch wallleading to 11 had becn locked up. 
Altogether by the same hands; only the door into 2o remaincd open altogether. The west 
wall had been breached from the window dowen 1o the stone {oundations & large part of the 
east wal had been destroye and the doorway i it broken through. The vault bad almost 
entirly gone: it springers were 115 m. above lor level, distinguished from the wall ace by 
& beveled offet, and s crown was 4 1€ m. High. B vault and walls ad been wel endered 
‘nd whitewashed: and on the cast wal here could be distinguished i the patches of whitewash 
it remained traces of grafii showing  bors. a running camel. and a few marks that may once 
have boen Merati charsctes but wee too far destroyed to be legile. The late patching of 
the duorways was not whitewashed: in that of the norch door was built in part of & lower 
rindstone, The floor was of broken brick and mud mixed with choppo straw, very uneven 
00 probaby e n lrge part o thelater ather than to the oriinal ccupants 

"The room measured 3.0 m. by 370m.  In it were found w0 fragments of leather from 
sandals,  bronze knie-bade (9104, PL. 15), and & lamp of the coversi saucer . 

  

  

  

  

  

    
  

Room 10 A (on the st foor) 
“This had 3 door in the sauth wall over that in the lower oo, and appareatly one at the 

north end of thecast wall. 
Room 11, 

“There was only one doorway in leating from room 10, which had Leen 
blocked up: bt n the eas wall 3 breach had been effected into 1 which serve all the purposes 
o€ door, and the outer western wal had also been breached down 10 the stone foundations, 
T the norh wall was an arched niche 070 m. high, 1155 m. above foor level and in the south 
wall, 105 m.up, wasa similar miche. The wall were roughly plastered with mud contaning a 
Targe percentage of chopped straw, and had never been whitewashed.  The vault had not been 
plstered othrwis than in' the courie of construction: it was itact; the springes, not 
ditinguished by any offet, were 3.50 m. and the crown 4.45 m. above the stone flags that 
formei the foundaton of the floor. The flor I been formed of 3 layer of chopped strav 
aches sl mud that overlai the stone foundations to & depth of perhaps oo ; but the 
Surce was so roken that accurate measurements were not possbe, 

“The room messured .60 m. by §.40m. In it wer found two flt ston rinders, aloeer 
srinding.stone and part o a second, some nuts of the 0 pabm, fragments of ough pottery. 
Sncluding one of 3 lamp of the covered sauce type, and a smal pece of papyrus, ound o the 
hreshold of the blosked-up doorway 
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Room 13, 

“The only doorway was in the cast wal into room 15, There had becn two windows,one in 
each of the outer wale, bt both of these hd been brcached down to foundation el In the 
South wall there was  niche cut into the face of the wall, and i the cast wal anothe, o 55 m. 
Gt and 1.25 m. above the floor. The wals and vault had been smootbly plastered with 

and whitewashed, and on the whitewash were scratched a a samber of rafii. Owing 10 the 
ccay o the chopped stra in the plaste, as wal a to the falling away of large picccs o the 
Eurface, these were scdom intellgb: bt in the south wall could Le dstnguished a man on 
horsctack attacking & camdl, & crocodile, a jackal and a ship. The room measured §.60 m. 
by g0 m. 

      
  

  

  

  

Room 13. 
I the ot side were o windowe high p and cutting into the sde of the vaulting: both 

B been breached down o the stone foundations. Tn cach of the other wall was a doorway 
That on the west, opening out of room 12, had been narrowed slighly by the late stters, & 
column o pou brickwork bein ol up against the north amb. There was & reveal .25 m. 
deep and o115 m. wide, 1 take the door; there was o ia of the hinge ston, bt @ stone slas 
s bl i the south jamb just below the sprin o the arch. At the cast nd of the south 

wll was a doorway to room 19 he jambs and reveals had been broken away, bt the arch 
remsined; further slong the same wall was an arched niche with bovelled reveal .10 m. above 
oor level I the cast was the doorway to room 14 The walls ke the vault, had been - 

rendered and whitewashed; of the whitewash ery Tt remaioed, and the traces which it bore 
of gralit had no more meaning. The vault, distinguished from the wall by a beveled ofst, 
had it spingers .45 m. and its crown bt 400 m. above florvel; i was al broken avay, 
and its height could only be measured from the marks it on the west wallface. The foor 
was of mud aid on the natursl stone, and but e of i remained 

‘The room measured .75 m. by 4som. In it were found & string of five small bue plass 
bead, Tte; a picce of bent ron, appasently a hasp (5103): & con's hor; some twisted grass 
cond:  Title painted potters of Bicmyan type. allin snall fragments; and part of a lather 
fandal 

    
  

    
        

  

  

  

   

Room 14 
“The whe of the north and the nothern part of the cast wall were utiely destroged. 

Probiably in the north vall there had been two windows, 3 in room 15; there had bech a 
doorway Teading 1o toom 15 n tha part of the cast wall which had been broken down. 1n the 
South wall,right in the corner, was a door Ieading o room 17, and in the middle of the wall an 
archd niche with Levelld rveal (see PL 7). T the west vall s the doorway to room 15; 
s had . deep reveal 1 ke the door; the threshold was in position, and consisted of two 
sough blocke of sandstone. The walle and vault had been whitewashed. but etle of this 
Temained and there were no distinguishable grafiti. The vault had dissppeared aliogethor 
xcept t the southvest corner where a few of thespringers il kept. thei position ata heght 
o 255 m. rom the foor. The flor had becn of mud i over the natural soek, but most 
o the suriace B perished 

“The room meacured 435 m. by .60 m. T it were found & lamp of the covered sueer 
type and a plainstone concal wegh 
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Room 15. 

“The whole of the north and cast wals ad ben destroyed down o the foundation stones, Room 5. 
and at thecorner even these B Leen overthromn: 3 large part of the south wall was slo razed, 
bt enough of the fondationsremained to sho that & doorway Jeading into room 16 had stood 
at it caster end; the north end of the west wal had flln, and £0 only the southucst corner 
of the room survived in more than ouline. The wals and vault had been plstercd and 
whitewashed: the vault, distnguished from the wall-ace by 8 beveled ofsct,had is springers 
265 m. above foor leve the floor had bcn of mud Laid over the natural rock bt it turface 
B almost wholy pershed, 

The room messured .35 m. by 660 m. In it were found & stone weight inscribed on two 
ofts sides IEC and MIXA (0135), and two ragments (uting together) of gaselesn leather 
fnscribe o bt sides with Coptic ext; thes latte were oand just above the for leve abont 
.0, from the cast and 1.00 m.{rom the north wall under about o.70 . of rublish e p. ) 

  

  

Room 16. 
“The north and cast wlls e almost entirely destryesd and the south wal i badly breached Room 16 

‘where sood the doorway nto room 1, whie s castern end has falln altogether. Prcsumably 
there was & window in the cast wall The west wall has a breach 0,60 m. wide openin it 
foom 17 this may have boen wsd a5 doorway by the ate squattrs, bt was ot such originaly. No sign of whitewash remained upon the walls, The vault springers wer 3,20 m. aiove foor 
level the mad surface of the foor had almost ntirly disappeared, leaving the natural rosk 
exposed 

“The room measured 4,30 m. by 550 m.  Nothing was found i it 

  

Room 17. 
In the north wall was & doorway leading into room 1. This was the anly door and the Room 1 

room therefore corresponds ey closely 1 foom 4 on the opposite side of the passage room 3. 
ket it was not lighted by any window and was approached by  single doorway pt a far w3y 
as possibe from the main entrance to the casle.The cast wall was breached o room 16, and 
the south wall nto room 3: i the west wall was an arched niche 0.6 m. high by 045 . by 
ou4om. doep, 1.10m. above the floor. The walle had been plastered with mud bt not 
‘whitewashed. The greater par of the vault wasinact, ony the cast e of it having collapsed: 
ite springers were .55 m. above the floor lovel. The flor was f md tinly pread over the 
mataral rock, and was faily well preserved. 

“The room measured 350 m. by 345 m. In it were found only 8 modern adze (turiya) 
head and a leaden toy whistle in working order, also modern, and a Unitel States tno cont 
postage stamp. 

  

   
  

    
  

  

Room 18, 
“Thi was the bostpreserved room inthe casle. 1t wasentered ol from 2, the light-well, Roo 15, 

by a door which was blocked up by the late bin bt i the corner: there was 1 i the south 
wal  single window giving on the light-vel, set high up. ikt the ground floor windows in the 
outer castle wals,  that it crown cut into the side of the celing-vault and the space 
betwecn the window proper and the extrados o the celing had o be covered i by & short 
subsidiary vault. Tn the north wall s th cast e of it was  niche oughly hacked out 
in the brckowork: in the west wall was bt an asched niche .60 m. high by 0.5 m. by o.40 1. 
e, 125 m. above flor lvel - Along the north and south walls, at  height o 2,60 m. above 
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e oo, et nto the firstspringer-cours o the vaul, was & ow of projecting stones, round-endedd 
and pierd hoizontally. - They were roughly uilt in. <o that the fine made by the holes was 
one 100 truc: they measure abont 015 m. cither way and projocted abont .10 m; the holes 
were some .05 m. i dameter.  An exact paralll 0 these stones can be seen in some modern 
Nulbian houcs, where rope are strung from one to another across the room and from the ropes 
are hung baskets o ot of foad, vegetabls, ctc. In the moern houscs these roms are the 
Cooking-roums, and i 1 not unnaturalto suppose that at Karanig also thi room may have been 
he casle itchen 

The roof was intact (except for & small ol at the cast ). and had it sprngers 2.8 m. 
and it crown .00 m. above oo level The floor had Leen of md laid over the natural rock, bt 
Tery Tt of 1 surface remained. The wall had been very roughly plastered with miad bt 
v whitewashed, and were blackened by smoke. 1t is noriceable that, though the doorway 
O the room had besn consderably enlarged by the fall of the top of it arch, and though the 
ol o the high walle I vastly more light o the courtyard o lght-wel than can have 
itered down into 8 wehen the whle buiding stood complee. in spit of the hoe n its roof the 
Foom was sull very dark. The morcrn Nubian docs not Iet much sunlight into his house, 
ot the grvun-for chamibers of the ancient castle, i we may judge from this the most periect 
cxample, s have been 5o gloomy’ that we_canot but asign. them to the more menial 

e of s mbabitants.reerving for the better suet the lghte soams it their mor generous 
indows of the upper foor 

The room measured 3.50m. by 500 m.  Nothing was found in it 

  

  

    

  

  

Room 10. 
In the north wall there was a s western end a doorway opening into room 15: part of 

D alln. T the cast wall, which originaly presented no special featorcs, the niche in room 
15 had been broken through and formed a rough b, In the south wall was  doorway leading 
o room a5 the wall hdcollpsed withthe fall o the vault and stood only .50 m. bigh (ee P15 
Fig a): near it west corner was a niche o-40 m. wide nd .10 m. above for level. The west 
wall had been bresched into oom 11, Both wal and vaul had been smoothly plastered and 
whitewashed: the vault had fale i tsspringers, disinguishedfrom the wall-ace by a bevellod 
Offit (secn in the photograph) were 2.45m. above flor lovel. The surface of the mud floor 
v iy wll preserved and showed that, ik the walls and cellng it had orginally been 
hitewashed. This was prsumably done 0 ihten the room, which must have been somenhat 
k. the best sine it depended ahogether on secondary Hght and got even this only through 
the doorays s indecd the apparent niche i the rined south wall was really o narrow 
indon ke hat i the south wall of room 1 bat cven 2 its narrowness, and 4 distance from 
he light-well, would have prevented te being very clctive. This whitewashing of the floors 
. room 30) it an nexpected feature and one. ot parallled by modern Nubian houses 
Certainly the room cannot have ben e 413 storroom when such pains were taken (0 make 
it habitable, and one would be incined o relr i, together with room o. 1o the female 
taves of the stablihment who lved on the ground flor but i s more private and 
Sequestered rooms, 

“The room mcasured 5 §om. by 5 40m. T it were found a mod arsealing withcros design 
imilar 10 one rom oo 3 (ee P 15). 3 small wooden handle, perbaps for a sttt length 
o085 m..a stone playing baard or taly (9137, P 15). part of a smalllezenge-shaped stone trough, 
Some potery of the chasacteritc painted Blemyan types and one white and red fragment to 

be asigned rather to the Coptic perio, and part of & red pebble-burnished wheclmade pat of 
ndeimite type 
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b wall s the doorsay 0 room 19 aleady descibed, and there may have been Ko 50 
a window toards its wetern end. In the cast wall was & windove apening on the lght-well 
the Soffitof s arch was .80 m. abave flor level below it the wal was breached down to the 
ground.  The south wall had been breached at its east end through o room 31, but there 
had been no door here originally: in tho west wall was a door lading into room 10, Th 
wale and vault had becn smoothly mudrendercd and whitcvashed: of the vault mothing 
remained except a few of it springers .45 m. from the ground and the mprit of it curve on 
the wall where the crown reached & heght of y30m. As in room 5 the foor had 
been whitewashistand a good dal of 4 orginal surface remained (s P 5.4 

“The room measured §.40m- by §.60m. It were found 4 ragment of gazeleski leather, 
ninseribed, a wooden spiie whorl, and part of the rind of 8 large melon. 

  

  

  

  

Room 21 
“This was not excavate (sec on room 7). Roomar. 

Room 22 (The L 
“This was an apen courtyan, occupyin the rea of o rooms and thercfor disturbing the Reom 52, 

symmetry of the castle plan. inastauch a the were o sts of rooms on three of s ides but 
o the fourth the south s, anly  single roon beteeen. t and the outer wall o th casle. The 
Fooms of the inne serics had for the most part windows apening onto hi open space, and 50 
while on the ground level it was used s the courtyard of the.palace and doubiles was the 
Scone of it et e, it servel also as a light el for the surounding chambers tht could 
ot be lghted from the outsde 

“The floor was of beaten mud, a5 rough as that o the cout of  modern Nubian house, I 
the norimest corner was  bric circle it .60 m. in diamter;,the marks o the vall ool 
that it had b conica or beekive shape some 3,30 m. igh: above his height the brickwork 
of the wall was decply blackened by smoke. It i probable that thi farmace belongs 1o the 
e caste perio the fact tha it 3 on the original ground level need not count fr mach 
or for anyihing but i position ncar the Kitchen” (room 13). the alence of vers in ans of 
e rooms, an the probability that the orginal inbabitants did have ovens and would put then 

in'the conrtyanl rather than in any of the ill.ventated chamber, are all in favour of this 
belonging 1 the proper st plan. In the southeast comer the prescnce of sinilar Uackening 
pom the walls (though ther are no definite traces of brickwork) may be cvilence for another 
oven opposite o he st 

In the northeast. corner 

  

ol or Courtyar), 
  

  

  

    

  

  

  

i in the sonthwest we have to deal with stractors of a very. 
diflerent date, Just in front of the door of room 18 & shallow rectangular pit had been dug 
el th ariginal floe Tevel and round thre of it sides (he fourth Leing Msh with the cast 
wall of the court) had been bt thin iy wall of broken brick and plastered mud simiar 
in charactr to that which partially blocks the doorway between rooms o and 10 (sce PL0) 

“Th north wall f this binor granary ran alon the threshold of the door and completly kel 
the ntrance to room 18;  ledge roughly cut in the cast wall o take the ede of @ wooden fid 
over the bin showes that its orginal hight was 115 m. 1t s Hkely that when the bin was 

‘made the floor levl had alrady risen a oo deal above the orginal, and that only & certain 
proportion o the bin-vall stoed above the surface. A very similar erecton in the southest 
comner blocked the entranc 10 roam 6: 3t vas, if anything, of even rougher consiuction. On 
he question o date it s worth moticing that bt these bine t0od t0 & considerably bigher level 
than the mch better bl oven 
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In the north wal see P1.51) was the pointe-topped windore of oom 1, .30 m.from th. 
srond, measuring in extreme height 05 . Above this was the arched it foor windor, 
S30m. above ground. 1.20 m. high, At 8.30m. were two narrow Rat-topped windows only 

30 m. wil and .60 m. high: above these the wall was broken away. Along the face of the 
o wall 410 m. from the ground. were seven double holes It into the brickwork; they were 
35 m. docp, the upper ol were some o.30 m. square and the lower holes 050 m. high by o 30m (e L, Fig s and the section on P33 they s t have been cant 10 take beamcnds. 
Sivila holes ran along the face of the west wall at & height (measuring 1 th top o the holes 
8675 . thre were four between the north angle and the window and ome south of the window. 
A thie fvel there ran along the north wal face  sight indented lne cuting across the op of 

the window-arch; it looked s i here the odge o a heavy plank had been partally Lt nto the 
wal: on the west wall a smilar rilge occured a¢ the lvelof the bea hols fn the norh wall, 
i e 100 were teo beam-hole 455 m. a1l .5 . from the north corner._On the north wall 
e o fevls were commected by a ine of small holes slanting up and suggesting @ fadder. On 
the other wlle thers were 5o such marks to be seen 

“The natural explanation of thes holes and ledges i that there was a doulle balcony o 
plattorm covering the northern Balf of the courtyard for some 05 m. and extending right 
across it rom cast o west: the beam s represent the pltiorm supporss, the ledges the 
plank foor, and the two are connected by a ladder; the wooden uprights that supported the 
Southern end of the beams have naturaly diappeared.  As agunst thic view i€ must b urged 
hat the pasiton of these two balconics, having n0 conneetion with the upper fooms of he 
castle the upper one of which i 4 3 totally diflerent level, and 8o placed ¢ efectully o ut 
Off al Tght from the already loomy rooms 3. 1. 19, 35, 4 wel 4 from the more mportant 
i lor rooms above these, would quite Sttty the architet of the buiding: it i almost 

sporsible o imagine & permanent structure of this sorl. Of course it may have stood o3 or 
there may ave becn & ropularly rocuring ncel for such & structure whose skelton would b 
permancatly installed, whereas the plank floring might only have been laid down as occasion 
Gcmanded; .., % is posible that the walls o the courtyard were whitewashed: there & o 
v at all or thi, bt from o wall cqualy exposed the mod plasering and whitewach 
found on sheltered faces have peded away quite a5 thorosghly and leave 4 surface 35 Title 
indicative o it former conditon a the wally of the courtyard. 1 orde to give sorly meeded 
Jight 0 the e rooms the walls of the ight wel receive an oxcasional coat of whit, ¢ just 
possible tha the scaffolding might have stood permanently in position. or t any rate that the 
oles by which i eas auppartd ere et open i the wal-fac fo wse on each feeurring sprini 
claning. 1t is almost certain that the structure. whatever it was, belongs o the original 
occupation of the casl, for though the later squatirs did occupy at last one foom of the 
apper storey (that above 18) et the erection o o big and claborate a thing s this is quite out 
of kekpin with the Slipshod, fimsy character of thie general patehwork: they woull be far 
more likly to Bave pat up a woode oof f anywhere, over one o the Iess ruined rooms whose 
maller span would have rendered the tack less ambitious and, by doing away with the need 
for wooden uprights, less costly. 

“The cast wall o the court is much uined and oy the ground-foor doorway of room 5 
can e traced. O this floo there were,us e have soen, o windors,fo room . as being e 
o than passage, requiredbut it ght, and rom. 4.1 storeroom, non at all Presumably 
e upper ronms were lighted by windows similar 0 those on the north and west ides._On th 
South there were o windows a al.since here thre was only & singl se of rooms, and these 
A gt thee Tight through the outer i wal o the castie: the doorway into room 6 was the 
oy feature. A breach had been Knocked through into the corer of room 5. On the west 
S there was at the south cnd & doorway into room 31, and this room had presumably had 
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‘window onto the court corresponding to that of room 30, but the wall was broken away below Room 5. s level. The window of the ground-loor room 2o had been brached down to the pround: it was a round-topped window and curious constructionally. being 4 combination of 4 trac 
arch on the outide, with 8 skew vault i the thicknes o the wall (ee . 13). Above ths was 
am arched window formed of a double row of six valting bricks i fat a headers n the upper 
row, and on edge in_ the lower. immediately above this a¢ & beight of §.65 m. from the 
round was another window probably of the same sise but altogthe ruine 

“The courtyard measured 7.00m. by 400m. In it were found threo lage stone troughs 
(60 of them had hilos worn through the bottom), a stone impost with socke for door s 
and hole for hinge, a fragment from  stone tracry windosw. & lay lamp o the covered sancer 
type and another of the long noszled type. rescmbling Byzantine lamps, 3 fair mumber of 
fragments of charactristi painted Blemyan pottry, mosy from large vesses a ollpot of 
lacquered wood in back, yellow and red (o110, P1 1), {rgrment of Arabic MSS.on parchiment, 
a fragment from a printed copy of the Koran, and a fragment from & Yorkabire nevspaper 
oS, 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



Hows 

CHAPTER IV 

  

THE HOUSE RUINS 

Hovse 1 

  

Tk house was surrounded by @ large quadrilteral enclosure measurng some 50,05 . 
by 40.00m. The wall that enclosed i wea of md brick. wsually upon rosgh stone foundations: 
i had been much uined, and the whole of the southeast comer had whally dicppeared.  On 
e west side some rough and rather lighily bl wals had been bt bewsen the outes oF 
courtyand wall and that of the house, forming & small cnclosure and & long narrow passage 
“which,thongh apparently biocked at the nd, may have scrved a3 pproach to he house 

“The house 1l stod on sloping groun, the rooms alon the cast upon the lowest level 
from whih the ather flor level rose i & seic of steps._ The buikding was moch ruined; the 
walls in many cases were desroyed down to the Jesl of the floors, and scdom st00d more 
than abant .60 m. above thern. Ao the cas s, the outer wall of the hose was buil on 
cough stone foundations, which at the northeast corner projcted s0 3 1o thicken the walls 
by o35 m. 

Room 1._The wall had b destroyed 0 100 Lo & evel 1o show any races of doorways. 
1t v md oo, 
Room 2 hd & mud flor at & somerhat Highe leel i this roum were foun four sherds 

of charactristc painted Blemyan potery and & small ragment of & stone window-(rame: the 
wlls wore i place 075 m. bigh. 

Room 3 showed no traces o any floor. {om just owtskle ts south wall came one blue gass 
Spheoid and one carnlian facetied Tenoid bead. 

Toom 4 had no doorway: the floo was of mud ad over rugh stone sabs, and was 0.0 m. 
igher than that of room ¢ 

Room s had o flor. the wallsstod .40 m. bigh 
Room 6 was clcarly an open, wneooted court.  Along the norh sid are the remains of an 

out-of-door saircase: the frsk sep was S0, it sood against the west wall and was .30 . 
hight. the two ocks against the orth wall (0.0 m. high) had supparted & barrlva 
mur brick,over which the steps hd ran. _In the south wall was 8 duorway lading into room 7. 
and in the west wall another doorway eading into room 9. There were found fn the Toom 
{ragments of a cup o bk ncised ware and of a small aabaster koblpot with very thin walls 

Room 1 wasfong and narsow.The wall, especally on thesouth sid, was mach destroged: 
in the soutieest comer was & bock of masonry messuring .40 m. by 035 m., and in the 
Same wal, .60 m. from the west comer, were bult i twa rough flat stones, one of which 
projectd .50 m. rom the wall ace: it  very probable that the main doorway o the house 
s here an that the comer block served 1 a doorstep. 

Room 8 b doorways in the south wal int room o and in the west wal into room 1 
the walls stood sbant o m. high, A good many frsgments of pottery were found in the 
suom, including some of P v from a cup resembling in decors 

tly burmished red wheclmade ware, and rough handmade hearth burned poiery. 
Room 9 had dooruays in the north, cat and south vall, the las being to the sta 

i the et wallther b been 3 dooray fnto oom 12, bt this had subsequently been walled 
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p. The walls were 
Sy painted pottery were found i the room 

‘Boom 10, The staircase. On pasing through the door thatle from room g, you tarel 
o the et tascend the st flight. This was sod._ With the frt tarn 10 the it the steps 
were supported on brick vauls, bt as the wall and the central pillar stond only o 6o m high, 
i the frst. ight of the stairs b rechd . pin bigher than thi, here was o trace o such 
Vaulting Tt The pilar measured .o m. by oo m. Behind it on the south, cast and st 
Sides was & vacant spaco. wnder the staes, probally used a5 & cupboard; it was shut_in 
at the fout of the sairs by a very thin curtain wall. There were found in this staie charmber 
fragments of pottery P xvi with “columbine” paticrn in back, red and purple, on a light 
ground, F xlvi, and several other painted pieces. 

Room 11, The mud floor was o.50m. above that of room 8. The inner walls had been 
destroped down to floor level, and there was o trace of any doorway. In the southwest 
comner was & brick ke, not much sbove the flor, presumably ntended o support. some 
eight. One painted frugment and some.picces of coarse, handmade puttry were found i 
he room 

Reom 12. In the cast wall was a doorway leading into room 5. To the south of this 
here hd been a doorway into oom . This had Iaer been blocked up with a thin rough wall 
of mixed stones and brick. leaving & recess in the wal face; 3 quarter-colamn of Lrick stool 
by the south jamb. and beyond this there. scems to have been aised brckoork, ke a divan, 
reaching 0 the sotheast <ommer of the room. Ao the south a wall had been bult in the 
Toom parale o an o4 . from the main wall of the hose.To this space there s no visible 
ot bt it wlle were stromgly coloured Ly i, and it scems to have becn  sortof furace. 
A few fragments of pottey, including painted picces o shapes F alitand 1t and of a late () 
e yllow bowl F s, were found hers in the room el wee fragments of v painted 
vith fgures o eopards in biack and white on & re ground. of a heavily sibbed po of doubtiol 
Shape. of the hand whitefaced ware, classed by us in ovr Arcka volame. p. 30, as g and 
Other s distinctive wares. I the. morthweat comner of the room a fine of bricks ran 
agonally rom wall o walli it may have becn & bin, but it meaning is not obvious 
Outsite the south wall was found. & lotuslower carved in. sndstone, part of 8. tracery 
windo (9135, PL 7). 

Thouh the arca sovered by the courtyard is considerabl, the house el is not large. 
“The style o brickwork shows clarly that i i of carly date and his s orne out by the character 
of the ulk o potery ragmentsfound within it the st altration consistin i the wallngup 
1 the doorway etwen rooms o and 1, though the wallng el s of carees and late type, 
{loes ot mecessarily bring cven th period during which the house was oecupied down very late 
in the istory of the town, 

“The ground plan of the howse, with is open couryard surrounded by one o (0 10w of 
rooms, and with its winding staircase on one side of the (presumed) entrance, i not ulike 
{hat of the castle, but. the rescmblance between the buidings was probably mot <o great a6 
appears. Rooms 4 and s were cortinly mere magasines, vaulcd (as the thickness o thei valls: 
ol inply) and entered by doorways i the southern wall set some distance fom the groun 
and only reached by the open-air staircae. It is vry kely that the same is e of rooms 
12 and 3. The mmber of living-rooms on the ground floor would therclore be reduced o 
v, counting rance chambr, room 7. Since the owter walls are of uniform 
ickncss. throughout the buiding, it may be that the second sorey rooms exended over the 
whole: bt 45 the walls are only oS0 m. thick, it s improbabie that there was ever a Ui 
sorey. 
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of the sandstone deset, and i separated by 
The casle stood. Being thus exposed. the hovse has suflcred sverely the walls aee highest 

' the centre of the it where they stand about one metre above loor eve, bt the oute walls 
are il more ruined, and the rooms to the cast and southeast could only be measared Ly the 
Femains of the loor srface. The outer wall was of mud brick upon heavy foundations of 
pick-dresed sandstone biocksresembling those o the catle; the fnner wall were or the most 
part of bick onl.  The area covered by the bl is actually reater than that o the caste. 
Being 50.00 . by 6000, bt is ruinows condition makes s les triking. 

Rooms 1 and 10 were uilt out against the main wal of the house: they were of fimsy. 
construction and bad been much ruined.  Between them lay a large square sib of sandstone. 
which may have been 4 threshold, for apparenly there was here a door i the main west vall 
‘s to room 20, Tho teo roms would sugges portes’ 1odges. 

Room 3 had & doarway giving on room 2 it Was (00 ach ruined 0 present any features 
of interest. 

‘Rooms 3 and g were small magasines communicatng one with another by  narrow doorway. 
in thir party wall Acccs to them must have been gained by door in their northern walls 
et at some ditance above the ground, and reached by the opeai staicase i the courtyard (21). 

Room 5 was approachcd only from the courtyard (2); in it were found . great many 
fragments of patery of all types, and sevral ostraka, (PIL 18, Fig. 1 and 3o, Fig ). 

Room 6 was afong and narros room with a gap at the cast end of its south wal (the otee 
wal ofthe house), which secmed t have been an original doorway: on the west was thestaircase 
{0, and on the morth a narrow door into room 33, The room contained a good Tany poiery 
iagments and. by the south door. & mumber of pearshapad blocks of crude mu, smoothed 
carclly and with  hole bored hrough the small end. The use of these objects is uncerain. 

Room 7. The staircase was much ruined. The alge of the first step had apparently 
been s with the jamb of the door eading from room. 6, and the second fight had rsted an 
a solid fondation. Instead of & real central pillar ther was only a thin wall, just enough to 
Support the vaults of the stai-Nights, which. in the confned space of the chamber, must have 
been unusually shor 

‘Rooms 8 to 13 were  seris of small magasines, the doors of which I been above the 
level o which the walls are now standing: they presentd therfore e individual features of 
interest.In 5 there was & rised base probably ntended fo some heavy object; at the cast 
e of 10 ther was 4 rectangular chest o bin of crude mud: o +1 were ound fragments of 
@ painted clay dol of very rude syle; 12 was ittered with remains of dr and other grans. 
i there was alko found i it an ostrakon (DL, 15, Fig. 3): the south end of 13 was pariioned 
off a i for a granary by & slght wallof mixel brick and st 

‘Room 14 i a dooreay i th cast walllading 14 and another in the south wallleding 
o 53. Agamst the bl of the west wall was & small mud crecton semi-circlar in pln, 
vl n formn, and divided down the midde into two parts; just opposite o i, againt. the west 

cre was L ja buried in the ground for hal s height. The mud cection resembles 
the nest or coo e by the modern peasant for rearing young pigeons. and as in the modern 
house the coo. s wsually fanked by & water jar. i i probable that this was also the purpose i 
the ancient example. O the west wall . an unfnished stone offring table 

Room 15 communicated with room 14 on the west and with room 16 on the cast._The 
wstern dooray seems to have been bocked up by  ate bin of fimsy construction (. oom 23). 
and such 4 sgn of subsequent occupation, of at al events of & ch the house-plan. s 

  

  

   
  

  v 

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

     

 



THE HOUS] 

  

2 
coniemed Ly the fact that n this room there are tno difleent for level separate from one Hows 
another by a thick stratum o burat ashes. 

Toom 16 was much ruined. It had doorways on the west s ino s, on the south into 
27, and on the cas, where both the party wall and the oter hose-vall were destroyed down 
10 floorleel, thee may well have been a third doorvay nto room 17, In the southwist corner 
was a small double bin,or perhaps a hearth,of crude mud. In the room was found & adly 
carved stone Bustatuetie (o137) 

Room 17 was almost entirely ruined avay. A true end 1o the south vall suggested o 
donrway. of which the western jamb had dsappeared. Tn the southeast corne here was o 
race of the outer house-wall bt the south wal had becn recessd back, nd within th recess 
stood a large wpright stone sib with a worked face o the north: between it and the brickwork 
Wat a narmow space measuring 120 m. by o.40 m.. perbaps fo a wonden upright.  There may 
therefore Have becn a Jarge gateway in the cast wal at ths it 

Room 18 was much rued. It bad  doorway into 6. but presented no other features 
caling fo remark 

Room 20 appears o ave been the entrance-hal of the hous, rom which access was given 
o the courtyart (1), T it was o & round torr-cotta amp, 

Room a1 was clearly an open courtyard. At one entered it from 20 there was dircetly 
apon the e  broa stone starcase wlich (supported aitr the st 1o or thec steps upon & 
Vit of mud Lrick) ran round the cast and south sl o the court and gave aceess i the frst 
place to the magasines 5 and 4, 4nd subscquently o the roof, or o the st storey fooms o this 
pare of the house, i such existed. Too of the st steps remain i st ey messure 110 
by o250 m.,are .55 m. high and run without any balustrade right up fluh with the face of the 
supportng wall_Tn the space blow the sairs were found ostraka (P 19, Fig. 5 20, Fig. 2 
Opening out of the cortyard were other doorways on the north sid into room 35 o the south 
o, and on the west o 2 

Room 22 was divided up by brick partitons into bins or granarie; across the door was & 
bleck of masonry .50 m. high, clearl intended o prevent the contents of the room pouring 
out when the door vas opencd. Tt was impossbie to say whether or no these partitions 
belongd tothe orinal owse-plan: they were not bonded into the wall, but that i no Segurment 
for cither v, and on points of bslding style these sercen wale are not always o be judged 
by analogy with construction wals 

Room 23 had doorways it room 6 on the south sde and into 24 on the orth. There 
was a Targe bin of rade mad and v brick bt against he north wall 

Foom 24 communicated with rooms 35 and 4. but the door lealing into the latie seems 
10 have been blocked at & ater date by & lightly byl granary Funning rght across i, 

Room 35 showed strong marks of burning in the southwest comer. 
Room 26, communicating vith 15 and 21, was oo mach rained avay o presnt any features 

ofintrest, and the case was the same with the Jarge roum 7. 
“The house wasof typically carly sty the stone fundations of the uter waleace paraleed 

by the bestexample of Blenyan work i the casti, in the Anibeh grave. at Sheiki Daond, Kasr 
Tori and other sits: the brickwork was good. of large bricks, well and regularly Tid: the 
walls were, except n the smal western magasines, smoothly plastered and whitevashed. The 
plan of the building, however, difrs very materialy from that of the castie. The house is 
vl into two distinet pars, the castorn and the westen, and these communicate with cach 
other onl Ly one doorway (that between rooms 15 and 1), placed as far as possible from the 
o known catrances in rorns 6 and 2o, A Jarge part of the ground floor vas gien over to 
small magasines that have no parallel in the castl. T lincs o the cros-walls also re mch 
Tess regula than in the casle grobably the wall that divide the smaller mazasines vere ot 

  

    

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 



30 KARANOG, THE TOWNX 
il cases carried through tothe upper story, where certain rooms may wel have been lager 
and the plan more simple ths,rooms 5 and 4, § and . 10 and 1. 12 and 13, probably formel 
bt four rooms on the frst floor. 1 would ko appear ke that room 6 was not carried up 
o firstfloo level, since axherwie there would have been o means of lighting dirctly the room 
e 7. and the same must have been troc of rooms 32 and . (unkss indecd 23 served 15 
Tght il 1o the western section of the house). 10 tha from frst-foor Jevel up. the Hght-well 
area would have been the whole uare formed by rooms a1, 22, 33 and 36, in which caso the 
roun plan of the hose i e aormal than a¢ it appears. 1. on the other hand, room 23 
was rally  Tght-well, he diviion of the Bous into o practicaly independent parts would 
e more macked than ever 10 is fairly clear that the openaie starcas in 31 would not reach 
higher than to the s loo love, and thi being 5o, the castern half of the howse cannot 
Bave consisted of more than two storeys: the western bl may perhaps have had thee. 

There was a great deal of prtery found upon the st and the proportion of Bandmade 
vessls, both large and small, was noticeably great it i clea that such pottery was in common 
domestic wse, bt was not considerd gencraly the cortet thing for tomb frnitore. Tn the 
cometery therefore it was found mostly in poor graves, whereas on the house sites it is much 
more abundant and wilespread.  Several new types were noted (F Iy, v, evis, A, B 
and € sections of rims). also & sumber of fragments of F xit and kindred types (this was the 
pottery generally uscd for straka),of F v, with painted decoration, F i plan. F 10 and 
e allid shapes. many picces bein painted.and one of F i of lack handmade ware, burnshel 
but ot decorated with punctured or incised orament.  There were a gocd many fragments of 
F i with a dull red haematitic round amd cros-hatching or simpl festoon pattern nea the 
rim i biu-black and yelowich-white. This partcular ware, which was not exactly paralled 
inany of the graves, resmbes more closely that found by Dr. G. . Reiser in the tombs of 
his X type in the district north of the Blemyan fronter it i probably late, and rune over o 
Coptic. Lying on the surface over room 17 was a ragment of tamped Chrstian ware. (Pl 15) 
somewhat Tke that shown in Arcika, PL. 0. Fig. 6. There were several ragments of coarse 
Blue glaze and a good many iragments of glas vessls, one with spiral decoration of applied 

s thrad, and 8 broken button or counter of millfoi lac 

  

  

  

  

  

    
   

    
  

      

    

  

  

     This howse stood big of rock separate from that on which sood howse 3 by 
a faiely deep sandy chamn thus exposed the house had suferd greatl: only the 
Central rooms remained. and of thee the walls stood only some 060, high. They vere al 
madplastered and whitewashed, well buit, and clarly of cary date. The oter oo had 
altogether disappeared, and on the bare rock face not even ther plan conld bo recovered. T s 
it kely that only the central rooms were e than one storey igh,fo such fragments of 
wals s can still e taced projeting beyond the centrsl block ar sighie in construction and 
Scarcely capable of supparting an uppes loor; bt he site was % ruinous that s rignal plan 
canmot e discussed 10 any great advantage 

Room 1 had in the milde of the floor 8 small, roughly o and narrow 
and about 0,50 m. high, covered with & barrl-vaut, and with s opening t is cast ends it 
Suggested & baking-oven, but did not show suficient signs of burnin t0 give much ground to 
the suggestion. Three small and very fragmentary ostraka were found i the room, There 
were no taces of doors at the height 0 which the walls stood. 

Room 2 had a doorway at s northest comner giving access o foom 3 the west wal was 
destroyed almost down to floorlevel, but @ gap in the centre of it seeme t0 mark the place 
‘where there had been an outer doors.this, hovwever, had apparently boen bocked up later and 
2 thin wal some 360 m. Jong et the walkface just at hi point 
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THE HOUSE RUINS 3 
Room 3 communicated with rooms 2 and . bt posscsel no features of any interest 
Room 4 had had & dooriay o oom 5, but the touth wal had suflered very moch, and 

the door jambs ad disappeard. Against this wal there had been a small bin bt of mud 
brick and daub. A pivc of plass enameled with flowers in e, yellow and buc,was found in 
thi room. actualy o what had ben the floo eve, bt the lor evel was tos much broken 
o thi fact to have any sgnicance, and the glass i lmost cerainly of Arab date. In the 
Fom were ala found two fragments of lay statuetes (5134 A, P15 and a piece of a small 
Ghidian vase. 
Foom 5 had a reach in thecast wll, which may reesent an oriinal doorway', comparison 

with other plan vould lead s G0 expect a staircase i U room, bt n s ruined condition 
there was 0 sign of such 

“The projecing wals to the north of the howse gave evidence of a oom o rooms of which 
the major part had diappeared. Two paralllwallsclose togctherand 570 m. long may perhaps 
represent am openaie stairease. Clos 10 this there were (o furmaces hewn roughly 1o the 
brickwork of the main howse-wall and burnt a decp red by constant use. Beyond them o 
pillars of bickwork. e againet the wall-fce and another .65 m.from the frst, were o unccrtain 
Tncaning. Close 15, this was found & bronge finger-ring with apparently wnmeaning marks 
engrae an the bezel (y106) 

X smal fragment of an ostrakon (P, 50, Fig. 7) was found just south of the centeal 
buiking i the rined rom there, of which only the beginnings of the walls remained 

  

      
  

  

  

  

  

  

House 4 see PL 2. 
Houses 4, 5 and 6 former a single geoup in the middlc of the town;. they were contguons 

L it was ot easy t0 sce recicly what were the fimits of cach. Between 4 and § an alley 
ending in an open yard seemel o give  farly defnite barricr, though i the latcst perio the 
el her were %o much aged tha carly baries wore e ablterated, and the yard which 
ropely belongs to hose § may well have extended into the neighbouring property- Hosses 

period house 41, 
Which was perbaps an carlier building altogether, was the principal structure. A Jittle ater, 

7. the sanall and comparatively poor s a was bl up againt he cornerof i, beteen 
S and the fine carly house 10 the south: it may be that 6a was rally an anncs o 4a. T the 
later perind considersble additions were made fo house 6, various rooms being added against 
the cast wall of 4. and while mos of the old wale continued in s, 3 large e courtyard was 
adled on the sontheast, and ther were incorporated what secm o have becn outbuikdngs of 
the st peiod.  Over the ruins of house 4, & good many of whose walls were il standing. 
b cnough o be resed, other rooms were bl bt whether thes formed partof the new 

house 6 or formed (as ¢ more probable) & separate dwellng, it i diffult o decide: the fact 
that the fae house 4 had 3 cor o on the west, verlying the rooms 72 and 3 of 
the older house, make it o probabie that the budings were separate. Howse 4 ol therelore 
be treated as  distinet building both of the carly and of the ate dates. 1 s o be notced 
Bowever, that though o level® can be clealy diflrentiated on the site—corresponding 10 4 

st period, namly that of the founding of the tosn i feneral, and (0 & period of rebulding 
after destrtion-—ye here the work o the secon period s vastl better in quality than that 
o fnstance, upon it 5 this diflrence may be due merely 1o the relative wealth of tho 
owencrs, bt 3 comparison of the details makes it appear more probable that the rebuiding is 
arirn datethan thatof ouse s and of other ites such a house . 1t s important o recognize 

his, a5 otbrwise confusion ight arise rom supposing that, the period of reconsiuction being 
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32 KARANOG, THE TOWN 
niform throughaut the whole tow,corrsponding levels upon difrent housesitescould be used 
indscrminately for chronological aramcnts. This s not. the casr, levls in cach house must 
b considered separatly. Rooms 1 106 of the latest. house overlay obder rooms, ako six in number bt diflrently 
armanged. 

Room 1. The floorwas of mud 1 over 2 mas of vautin bricks that represented the ronf 
ofthe older house: the wall were solid and well buit; when they 0l ot run over the od walls 
Which serve 2. thi fundation, the ne foundations went down nearl as ow as the old floor 
Tevel, T the. room were found fragments of common undecorated pottery and. the fim of & 
big bowl with rostte ormament in relie. Under the floar level were two rooms of the oler 
period i also a narrow passageway which secms 10 have srved 4 the main entrance o the 
ouse an thus gives 0 i & ground plan rather dflerent from anything ls found upon the e 
“The frant door xas on the north, and the hal ed straight through to the taicase and thence (6 
room 3., whi a dooson th et opened on room > and the sl soom 1 a s reached through 
hi.“The floor of the rooms was 1.10m, blow that of the later building, the walls were for the 
st part heavy, well buit, mud-rendered and whitewashed: the rooms had all been vaulted 
T the rom 2 e th fragments of  handmade jar (F . with red hacmatite surface and a 
sough design of spots and bars in white (110): i the soutbeast comner of the same room, by 
the doarway, stoad  re vesse of handmade ware, {oll of ashes and heavily burned, clerly used 
42 hearth, - The doorway seems to have led ol to & cupboard under the stairs in 3 . 

Room 3. The central pilar of the starcase tood well above the floor levl of the neih- 
bouring rooms, and an the cast side of th pila the steps remained also wll abov that level: 
it ookt st i only the lower fights had been rubbished up and the stairs had continued i e 
during the late period of the howse.  The south vall had been entircly rebuilt and the north 
oorway bloeked up. 
Rooms 3 and 4. The dividing wall between these o sooms was broad but only two 

courses high (one conrie was Jaid aslant on dge) and was perhaps never caried up 10 celing 
evel: ther was no penin in the wall, bt it was not standing 5o high that art of it may not 
have been used 25 a hreshold. There was a door in the west wall of room 4 leading out nto 
thecourtyand.  Both the cast wal,which rsted o the oder brickwork,and the west wall, which 
was idependent, were marked Ly courses of ricks se an edge and were of rathr nfeior style 
genrally.  Under them ay & sigle narmow room (3) which extended a Jitte 10 the south 
beyond”the main wall of the later bulding. The upper floor level ad perished but 
the foundationsof the late wlls were anly .50 m, above those of the lder. I this room was 
found the chalice 118 

Room s, The upper floor level was proserved and was 110m. above the lower, the 
intermetiate space being flled up with vauling bricks falln from the st oot the old walls 
Were whitewashed, and st from o.60 .10 .30 m. bigh. I the at cast wall was 2 doorway 
which had een biocked up at 4 subsequent perod with a typial late Blemyan wal o rough 
mal bricks with header coures santwise o e tiepece of brickwork resembles that on such 
Stes as howse 5 (at) and is perhaps more contemporary ith them, house 4 (ate) belonging 
fo.an caricr time than the upper Luikings on some other sites. In this oom and i rom . 
Where 100 the upper floorhevl was intact .10 m. above the older, o pottry of any particuar 
interest was found 
‘Rooms 7 and 8 il not communicate directly with room 4 2, alongsid of which they 

lay. but scem 10 have been reached through another room o passage on the south which lay 
e the limits of the excavations: & breach of he cast end of the paey wall was probably 
S ooray bt the tva rooms, and in the northwest corer of 8 was  wide doorway beyond 
which work did ot g0; it cast am s preserved, bt the north end of the west wall ad been 
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broken away. The walls were well built, mud-rendered and whitewashed, and fited with niches 
foramps. - Fragmentsof a good bow o cleae whit plass were found in 8 . 

“Mbove these s rooms sreiched  yard belongin to the ater Bouse: s loor of beaten mud 
was anbroken but the boundary wall nowhere stoel more than two courscs high and mch of it 
had disappeared altogether.  Against the wall o the House & pit bad been sunk (henco the 
breach in the wall btween 7.3 and 8 a) which was el with Lrick, the brickwork was carred 
p  little above ground level and the bin or granary o formed was foofed with rough stone 
S forming a rased divan against the house wal. 

Txcavations il not. proceed wet of ths yard, and though a wall of okl date was found 
runming obliquely from the northest comer of room 8. down 10 a small room that underlay 
thete courtyan (1) of hose 5, 4 commection, i any, with the ground plan of house 43 could 
ot be sscertined 

     
   

fouse § (sce PIL 9, 26). 
  There were here two houses,the later superimposed upon the calicr but covering a larger 

area. Many of the older walls were incorporated i the second buding but some had been 
destroged o below the upper oo level and were conseqently distegarded when the lines 
fthe ator howse were ad out The o hose s poorly bl tructur appareatly of anly one 
oo, for the walls were not strong enough 10 support & second sorey and no vaulting bricks 
were notceable amonget the ruins. I one oF ENo fnsances dhere were coures o headers set 
o edge i the wall of the upper buikling, which from it gneral characte may be classed as 
o or less contemparary with the upper houses on sts 6 and 8: but it docs ot ollow hat the 
carir bulin here & necesarl of the ame date a the lower howses o these other sts. 1t 
iy b s, in wehih case it must b reganded as & dwellng of the poorer clas of pople: but it 

eaually well may and perhaps mose proably docs blang {0 the mile period when some of the 
lder houses were adegoing repaie and alteraion, The Tater house was alo of & poor type 
hroughout, and the heavy Tapes of md and burnt ubbih that spread ove a geca part of the 
ite may ol be the remains of  flat oof f mats or palribs 1id across beams and covered 
with a mud conting. thi i the roof ormally in e at the present day 

Tven the owes howse-plan i lordered and eregular. 1t seems to have formed roughly 
w0 sides of & square of which the remainder,in the southeast, was an open court the fooms 
were ina doulil rnge excep i the outhwest corner hich was given over 0.8 magazine. Bt 
3 this was a rambling buiding,the later house vas & maze n which ncither levls nor angles 
were roganded it i the haphasard kind of thing that the modern Nabian wouldperpetrate. 
For the sake of cleamess the room mumbers of the carler howie are disinguishod by the 
leter “a’ 

Room 1 had no doorway and probably had had no rof; 3t seemed o be merely a space 
partitioned off from the st o th courtyard . In it was found & small strakon (PL 25, Fig. o). 
i scattered over this room and 3 were mumcrous pieces of o pottery, fagments of three 
s vesel and  smal piec o lead.  The north i west wals elonged t thelater dte oy, 
he cast and south to both periods, 

‘Room  was an open courtyard: the south and west walls belonged (o both periods; at 
the northmest corer there was apparently  doorsay eading nto § and at the ortheast corner 
a doorway o 3: both of these had been much ruinel. 

Toom 3 apparently communicated with rooms > and 5, but the whole end of the 
wall separating these o suoms and orming the st side of room 3 had disappeaeed 

Room 1 a0 the caricr il had been all one apen court 
Room 4 had 3 doorway on the st int room 3. % presnted o features of nterst, 
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Room  was  large room (5 5o m. by .90 m) with doorways on the cast o rooms 4 and 3 
(probiably) and on the west 0 room 101 on the (uppes) floor level were found o fragments 
forming tozcther a arge cstrakon (PL 15). Beneath this were severa oo o th older b, 
Room 2 fay party underncath oo 4 pactly snderncath oom . it was flled wp with 

perfectly clean drfed sand, on the top of ¥bich were il the later flour and wal foundations. 
.80 m. above the foundations of the caree wall 

Room 3a lay under room 6, occupying the cast partof it a buttresed curtain wall wi 
doorway at it south o separated  from room. 6 a; against. the orth wall was  mud bench. 

Room 4. lay underncath rooms § and 8: it was e up with a mass o fatlen brickwork 
amongst which were aumerous (ragments o pottery and two ostraka. The walls had been 
cither whiteashed nor mdplasterc: there was o doorway at the height to which the walls 
Stood, <. 100 m, 50 that the room must have becn  magazine only. 

Room 58 lay underneath rooms § and 1o: the walls o0 about 100 m. hig 
ncither whitewashed nor plastered: there was 1o door 

Foom 6. lay bencath the west part o room o the westwall ke that of 3 a was a butiresed 
curtain wal with a doorway Ieading outside the house 

Room 6 was a lon an narro space that apparntly had not been roofed I it was ound 
the pot Flxxsii, (o1 

Room 7 vas a small oom that apparently had boen usd s & storcroom, fo i had o dooe 
at flor evel, though the wals were runed down 5o Jow that the cvidence was ot absolute 

Room 7. ying below the It had been divide into two uncqual parts by & wall ronning 
st by weet and these two parts b been covered in by low barrl vauls 50 34 10 form (o 
magasines about 1.10m. high with operings (robably) at the ast end: thei rools had been 
broken thrangh and the whole room iled up scid with rabbish over which was Jid the floor 
of room 7 Room 8 was « passase with two rectangular s and & dividing door. Tt seemed o be 
entored from bt the south amb had disappeared so that theexact ength of his memb of the 
Dasago wac unccrtain. In the southowest anglo was 4 (ruined) hearth, the wall around it a good 
il discoioured by heat. Tn the part of the pasage that ran north by south was a doorvay. 
aftr which the passage took  turn to the et Hore the walls were hopelesly ruined. The 
South wall o room 10 s to have coninter castwvards from it angl,in which casethere st 
e bee in it a doorway opening ant the pasiag: ther was n0 sign of any wal gainst the face 
of the cast wal of the passage, o the door may have been here (as suggested on the plan) in 
the southeast comer of the om. T the pasag alo gave acccss 1 room it must have been 
at the comer where the cast end of the north wall was rined quite avay; in that case 
the comtimuation of the pascage westward would have formed 4 recss. 

Room o, Bess the possibic opening in the northeast corner there was & doorway in the 
sl of the west side leading ot o the yard: the walls, which had been very badly bt 

orginally, were now particalary uinons. 
Room 0. The north wall et o the wall of the older room: the cast wal was lte. 

“The south wal b almost entirly disappearcd, but semains at the west end pinted to it having 
run along fo the greater part o the room's length: the west wall as bt very much aske: 
Al hese e wall were badly bt i the photograghon DL 3.8 can b scn the gt headers 
i the west wal, where broken bricks were commonty employed thewallfaces, however,had been 
roughly plastered and whitewashed. Under this room was foom 03, a storervom o the carly 
o it had o doorway at. the level 0 which the wall stoo (075 m. and lex). - Tn the midl 
of the room s a lage store-pot it s rm broken away it Was 0.7 m. high and had been 
buriedfor bt hal 45 height in clean sand; above this level the room ¥ fll o alen brcks 
and rubbish on which th late floor was laid. In the pot were semains of plaal matting. 
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“The west wallof the room e also the auter wall of the aldee o ostside i, in the yard and 
immediately under the west wall o oom 16, was b carthenaee basn with tp fameter 
.37 m., bottom diameter .56 . and heght o.57 . The basin was cmpty and had ben broken 
by the weight of the wall resting on it (e FL 0.4 

“The northwestern rooms of the latee Bose e moch ruine, and owing o thee diflrent 
Jevels it was ot casy o judge of thei original arangermcnt.  Thus from soom o (hre was  step 
p into roomn 13, and rom this again fou steps e wp towarls room 11 bt i the orthwest 
comer o this room the remains of the old wall were sill standing o a considersble hight and 
the flor attachol to the south wal was .50 m. above that of 13; there must thereore have 
been several more steps which have disappeared. The couryard that 
ay outside the west wal of osse 4 was bt on 4 level with the floor of 
ruom 14 in house 5, which was probably also an open court 

Room 12 may well have been unvoofed.  The whole of he west 
wall was destroyed by sebaki” diggers, and a ew bricks ssemed to show 
hat another wall b acros it diiding it into w0, a northern and 
a southern Ball, and had been similary destroyed.  In the middle o the 
Hoor space were found two.fragments of stone cat. on o planes with a 
device of Tars and cirdes (see cut): theie wse is conjectural. A very small ostrakon was 
also found here. 

“The west wall of 1 showed two perods of bulding: th lover part o the wll was continued 
through and formed the west wal ofroum 11 8 orginally designd. When soom 11 s heapedd 
up with rubbish and the floo Jevl raied 0.4 1o un aver the op of the older buildings in s 

Southwest corner, his wal was dismantied and baried with the et 50 tha the western imits 
ofroom 11 it atst period are ot ascertaned.. But room 13 was kept toits original plan and 
Slomg therinsof theolder walla s one was built which now stands 070 high.  But even the 
carier o these two walls elongs o the ate period, and not 10 that represented by the under- 
Iing house s . el less 1 that of the Iowe leves of ste 4. The periods of builfng and of 
rebuilding on the diflerent stes are not concident 

“The doorway o room 13 must hve been n the rned cast wall O the floor were found 
w0 cstraka (P20 Fig.5) and anotherinconserable fragment. 

  

  

    

  

  

   

House 6 (s PI 
“The southern part of house 6 with it courtyard and outbuildings was superimposed over 

the rains of two older buikdings which do ot scem t0 have any connecton with cach othr. 
i that case the older howse 6 a was quite small, consistng of our rooms and a staircase. The 
Tater houe had a much greater arca 

Rooms 1, 2 and 3 stood apart from the rest of the house_ Here ad stood an caler builing 
(rooms A, B, and C) whose walls were in part used as foundations or the later vork though 
thie Tines were not very closely fllowed. - The difeence in depth betcen the to focls was 
abiout %0 The carler wals were built entirly of lange bricks wsed s headers (a feture 
only abscrved upon this part o the ). whie the later wals which wre of o0d consruction, 
B alternate headers and strtchers in cach course. At the northeast corner o the top of the 
e wall was  hollow apsidalconstrction. o 8 cosrcs of brick stepped outwardsat the curved 
cast end and perpendicular on the straight west end: presumably . was @ granacy of lae 
dae, posteror o the destruction of tis second peiod uilding. Outsile the northwest cormer 

was  mud divan, To the et ofthese roomsstetched a lrge courtyard belonging o the second 
period anly: n 4 southeast comer wasa round hoe plasterd inside with mud—one o the crude 
ud vesels to be scen i any Nubian coutyard at the presnt day; i the northeast was 2 group 
of small magasines (1 and §) approached by a fight o theee steps, and another small magasine 
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s il st west of these agai 

“The yard wall wasof orfinary type (ltermate headers and sretchers) but 
the loor was simply & heavy b of ashes and house refuse 

Room 1  lay partly andemeath the west part of the covrtyard. This was a wellbuilt 
foom with a doorsay o the cast: in the south and west wall were niches; the walls 
wereorignally whitewached. I thenorth wall teo door ed o foom » a and thestaircase (3). 
Fespectively. In the st corne of the room were found several pots, incuding w0 
iecorated specimens (F v and P ivi) and a nurmber of plin ones 
Room 6, the stairase (~ 3 2. secms to have been sl qually i both perods. There was 

& tittle cupboard unde i, approsched from room 7 (). in which were found some small 
ain pots. The two e stps on the south side of the pillr were rblished up in the second 
eriod, and the ascent then started on the cast fight, whose thind step (the highest) gave a 
height of 110 m. bave the lower loor level  As fae a could L made ou, room 5 had been 
Fubbished up 10 3 height of 140 1., 4 which level was Jaid the loor o the new room o this 
oor ad ditappeared, bt & nw wal had been bt garalel with that of the sairwell across 
Foom 5.3, kaving a narrons cupbosrd (7) o.40m. e etcen, and this later wall fo cconomy’s 
ke, was built with arch foundations, th arches resting on the ruined cast and west walls of 
Foom 5 a and on the wall that ran just west of the atter: the crown of these arches coincided 
with the apparent floor fevl of the ater room.  This room  was probatly entered Ly a doorway 
(Whrough both wally) in it southwest corner, where the stars would just have. reached it 
oo level. 

"The oaly other rooms of the clder house were 23 and 4., the later opening o 58 by 
he whole lngth of s e the small space west of §a was presumably 2 cupbosrd, Leing only 
.75 m. wide. They presented no partcular features of interest, but had all been vaulted. 
Biéyond these, alon. the cas wall of howse 4. strtched three more rooms, apparently forming 
part of o 6 they were much rined, and the only thing ofinterest discovered wasa fragment 

   the ot wal of the courtyard and the cornerof the house. 
and poorly buil      

    

    

  

  

  

  

of a stone sercen. thus s extreme messurement was 0125 . 

To the south o house 6 were the remains o several buikings Leloing exclusivly 10 the 
cory periot. The excavation of these was only pursed ar enough o give  rasonable deinition 
o the area within which work was confine: the wale therelore form o coberent plan 
Room D was clcary part of o fme and well it house. The whitewashed wals were soid 
preserved neary t6 the springers of the vault whose ruins cumbered the loor space; the 

Goars were provide with stome threhad, and the outer door had i binge-stone sll  site: 
 bowl o plain pottery was the only abjec discovere n the room. In front of his houe, (o 
he cast thre Had been apparently & courtyard, which was covered by a heavy midden depost 
in'this were found an ostrakon (P o1, Fg. 5. & scarab (y115). and a green glze e of 
Bes (911, South of this area was & wall apparently that of the courtyard, with & group of 
three Tow vaulied magazings, the larget having a fght of thece steps fnside it 

  

     

  

    

   House 7 (e P 37). 
“This was & very small hovse, contaning only four proper rooms and a staircase on cach 

foor.  Judging from the thickness of the walls (080 m.). i had been of two storeys. In its 
Fuined condition the wale towards the cenire of the site stood as high as 1.35 .. while some of 
the outer walls were razed o their foundations. The house was an carly one of sold brick 
construction, the wale carcflly mud plastred and whitewashed.  Ater the destrucion of the 
riginal buibfing dhere had been & seeond peiod of occupation, when mes of the orginal walls
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B been reused, but the floor level considerably rased an 
repcts ‘Room 1 had doarways in the north and cast walls leading 0 rooms § and 3, rspectively. 
The i doorway was bocked up by & large rrgularly constracted bin of mud bick and daub, 
and @ similar structure 100 in the northeast corner. Both of these blonged 1 the later period 
f the house: e they were smoothly e with mud, and were caried down t the original 
o level, bt thei outsides were et perfcty rough and had been buriol beneath the laer 
lor level o the height of one metre. Tn the southest corer, cos 10 the modern surface, 

was ound @ coin of Nero sruck at Alexandsia in 65 A0, (0103 
Room 3 had a doorway nto room 3. which had heen walc up during the latr period. 

“The doutle bin tha stoed i its northeas corner was bettr construced than most of the later 
work. and oo on the oriinal oo level, but it vas diffcult 0 say to which period it belonged. 

‘Room 3 communicatel on the ast with room 4, and on the south with rooms + ad 2. The 
north wall had becn mach uined bt a gap near the west end, where there were no Signs of 
waling a all, must, in the absence of any gate shcwhere, shov the position of the orginal 
entranee t the house. Against this wall was & mud hearth, rounded inside and heavily burned 
against th south wall between the two duors, was a fong low divan of mud brck.  Toards 
e southeas corne ofthe oom was  {agement ofrough and iy walling whase foundations 
were .60 m. above the oriinal floor el this s conistent with the 1.0 . stratum Letween 
the two for levels discernble in room 1. In th northwest cormer was found & broken mud 
jursaling stanmped with the Christan *abarum”” (DL 15); this blonged 1 the upper level 
of laer occupation 
‘Room 4, commanicating with room 5 and with the sairase._The cast wall had been mch 

destroyed, and at ome pint, owards it south end, had becn patched with fough wal, wheein 
was a course of bricks wied s headers on edge in the late Blomyan style. The south wal had 
een entinely razed down to flooe leve: only the et jamb of the doorway and the widih of 
the stairs pinted t0 it ever having cxistel 

Room 5. The staircse. This was quie ruined, only the central pillar and the lowest 
step being traceable. 1 i cear that in the secon period the tais wero not used: the later 
Hoor was aid aver the ruins of the pillr and the wal that diviled the stairease from room 4. 
making one room out of the two, 

Room 6 was only an open yard, roughly rectangular, havng a gatenay at it cast . 

the ground plan altered in some 

  

    
  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

House § (e Pl 10, 20 
“The site B pass throgh thrce period, o which the frst and last represent a diflernt 

period and a difernt syl in buiing. The carlicst houso was sldly built of mud brck, its 
Wl well plstered and whitewashed. At & lter tme addiions and ateations were made; 
e flor level was i some cases 4t Ieat. lghly raisd, doors wers walled up. but the general 
Plan remaine alimost the et was a case o repairs rathe than of ebuilding.  Later again 
i house was largely desroyed: the saalied roots colaps, the rooms were fled with drified 
Sand. and onl some o the Jess batered walls il poteded above the surace. O this site 
was erected & now buiding; the standing wallsof the oder house were incorporated i it 50 
hat whore the were could b utilized the plans ar coincident: but where the older uins had 
been wholly buriedthe ne builders disrganded thei position and thei lincsalke and proceeded 
independently. The new buikding was very diflrent. from it predecessor in having slghter 
walt s regula in ther angles, and ft o support 3 fiat roof oy instead of the barre 
aulting of the oker structures it was & building of & single story only, roughly fnished and 

Squalid and in every way marked the decadence that had set i sine the time when the carler 
uilders of Karunbg id the stout walls of thei lofty houses 

  

  

  

  

  

   

Howse 7.



 



 



Howss 
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The house stood upon the slope, 5 that. the westernmost rooms were upon the solid rock, 
and in consequence had suflerd very grealy, while the lower walls were bt upon the sand, 
i i covered by the drifts, were much better preserved. 

Rooms 10 7 had o alder remains bencath them 
Room 1 had a doorway in the cast wal leading to room 5; ther may wel have been a 

doorway in the north wall alo, but this was 100 ruinous 1o show any traces of onc.  Tn the 
ortheast comer o the ruom was & bin with mud walle, sunken e St level 

Room 2. All the wall were n & rinous condition, standing {rom 0.5 . 0 0,40 . High, 
and in many places detroyed down to floorlevel. There may have becn 4 doorway in the 
Borth wall, and presummably wero others leading 0 the rooms 10 the cast and south. Tn the 
west wall . Lecn an enteance door: the wall here had wholly disappeared but @ asge flat 
slab of lving sandstone had baen smoothe and trimmed o act a 8 threshod: th lne o the 
‘el run flush it it et 

Rooms 3 and 4 were al too ruinous 10 prescnt any featores of interest; the fomer 
communicated with rooms 1 ani 8, the ater mast e had  door through into room 5. Both 
fooms showe races of more than ane lor leve, Lt bt thes there was ot more diffrence 
in height than would L accounted for by sight repaieng, o even by a reasonable period of 
indecent living 

Room 5 was a nartow clost in which, at the south end,  large stor-pot was buried in the 
foor apparently up 1o is i (both flor lvel and rm had disappeared). 
Rooms 6 and 7 ar to divisions of an open-ai yard, with walsparty of uncoricd rubli, 

partly of rubble i in erring bone ashion, ecaling some of the wall of houses n the Romana. 
Nubian setlement oppesit Halia 

“The floor levels of the castern part of the new house, buil over the o, tarted a.60m, 
belos that o rooms . 4 and s, and were stepped down again n the mor castrly roors. 

Room 8. Al e walls beonged 1o the older period.  The upper floor ha disappeared. 
but was probably leel with that of room o: a doorway. to room § had becn effcted through 
the old wall and there must have been st o £ steps from the threshold 1 the loor. The 
doorway o room 13 had been altred: in the origina building the ramevork had Sioo in & 
reveal i the east side of the north jamb and had been let ino & groove cut in the face of the 
South wall In the lnter period the north reveal and the groove were fled up with wallng 
that projected to form the jambs of a narrover doornay. ~The walls had all been plasered 
and whitewashed in the older period. The room was fled up with clean drfted sand in which 
were found o fragaments of 4 Grock ostrakon (cee p 4. Ao in this room was found & 
cursed and toothed sicki-biade like that from the caste (ses P, 15). 

Roomo. Al the wall belong t0 the it perod and are plastered and whitewashed. They 
sto0d about .00 m. igh from the ot o, In the morth wall was & doorway appaently 
leating owsile the house: his in the middle period had been walled wp with  farly wellbuilt 
wal the lowest course of which was compose of bricks aid edgewise as headers, this wall 
was ot plastered or whitewashed. At the same time & hew for had been laid 0,50 m. above 
ahe'ald. o the Jtest period all the wals were r-use, the north door remaincd blocked, the 
old door in the cast wall was naszowel by having & small bk of brickwork bt up agsinst 
the face of cach jamb: the floor was raised .80 m. above hat of the middle period. At this 
ime the room was used.as & storcroom: large pots were sun in the lor: the impression of 
one was et i tho middle of the rom. and anothee had lmost bocked the doorway 

Room 10 was in reality it more than & store place gartitoned of rom room 
doubtiul whether the dividing wal evr stood very high above foor level 

Room 11 was a small room with doorways cast and west leadin. to rooms 13 and s the 
tatter doar, n & wal ruined down t0 it [oundations, was rather problematicalThe doorway 
o 13 seems 1o have been prolanged into & corridor or passage, the south wall of which was 
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ruined away for the major par of it lengih 
ot o handmade, hearth bumed. pottery, it rim Jesel with the foor. The walls were very 
Fuinous and orginally of the poorest construction, ricks and wnshaped stoncs being mixed quite 
indicriminately; the brick were small, measuring o.55 m. 1y .15 m. by .cos 

Below rooms 10 and 11 and stretching itk t the cas of then, was & room of the alder 
bosse measuring .10 . by 190 M. with & doorway at the cast end of s north wll, In the 
south wal wra a square miche o.50 . high and 040 m. wide. The wall wero all whitewashed. 
“To the north of this room was another, also of the lowest Jvel, and not wilzed in the ater 
building it b & doorway i ts notheast comer leading ino another room of the carly period 
that underay the late room 15 these alder walls stood as much as 1.00m. and 1.20m high 
(e Pl 10) 

Room 13, Al the wals were old; as in most other cass, they had not stood very high 
above ground level at the time when. the later house came o be built, 5o were used s as 

‘vl than s the foundations long which the new wale might run; thus in PL. 100, the ine of 
dcmarcation betieen the ol and new work in the north wall o room 12 can plainly be seen 
the ol wal was thicker than the new. i was pastrad and whitewashed, whereas the new was 
acither, and the actual superimpasition was chumily done.  In the northesst comer of the 

riom vwas & doorway, and there were two doorways n the west wall iving acees to 
Uhe early) rooms § and o: betoecen thess two doors was an arched iche 065 m. above the lor, 
50 m. wide and o.55 m. high. In th attr room the (o western doorways had been narroed, 
nd another doorway had becn made i the middi of the castern wall; the foor was raie 
oo m, and in the middle of it was cmbedded & very farge pot 

Room 13 was Lishaped, the foot of the L being a smal, partly walledin recess in which 
stood a black bandmade globular pot buried up 10 it rm i the floor. There was presumably 
a doorvay into the pasage part of oom 11, where the wall was broken altogether avay. Al 
he walls except the south wall, which was bt over the ol work, were oughly constrscted of 
‘mixed bricks and broken stoncs. 

“The ol room underlyng thi has been alrcady noticed.  Outside it, against the face of the 
cast wall, had been buit . slight courtyand wal of brick, contaiing & course of headers on 
g This belonged to the middle period, when the hous underwent Sarious minor alerations 
‘At the same time the threshold of the door n the northeast corner of this ol room had been 
s by 3 course of rough stone slab laid slantwise on edge. 

Room 14 was an open courtyard wsed in 8l thice periods. The second floo is 0.30m. 
and the thind 075 m. abave the frst. There secms alo 1o have becn another at & height of 
0 e almost leve with th floor f room 12, but this had been of poor construction and was 

almost entirly broken away, probatly it belonged o 3 Coptc setlement.  The caricat court 
Had had a dooraay at the west e of the south wall and another in the northnestcorner. T the 
middle period the former of these doorways had been blocked up alogether and 4 projecting 
Jamb had been added 1o the south sid of the ltte, the threshok bein raised at the samé 
ime, and the cast wall of the court was epaieed with a wall in which bricks set. edgonise as 
eaders oceur.Later the threshold of the northwest dooray was ain raised to mcet the new 
foor leve and fnally in the latest period the doorway was blocked altogether. In the 
Photograph on PL. 10 . the blocking o the south doorvay i clarly s, the space below the 
Iater brckowork showing the ris in flor eve that had oecurred befoe the change was made 
In the court were found fragments of a large handmade terra-corta chest, rudely painted in 

red on . pink sip with & design in which the cross i the chief mative (1. 13); fragments of 3 
b of Targe handmade jars and of some of form i, & fragment of & small vesel of 
millfor siase and part of a panted sascer of regular Coptic stye rescmblig hat {o 
house s (1 13) 

    

  

  

    

  

  

    

  

  

    

i s, st beyond the door, was buried a back Hawe
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Hovss o see PIL 11, 55) 

  

“This small o difeed very grcatly fom al the others excavated. The plan was wholly 
diferent, having & cetan esemblance o that of  Copti church, though varyang fom that i 
eesential detaie; the method of construction 100 was difrent, or whercas ml brick was 
practcaly the only material wse on other sies, here the majority of the walls were built of 
Eandtone rubbe plastered with i and whitewashed. The abjects found i the house showed 
hat at one time a east it had boen oceupicd by a Christian (olk; how much o i, if any. dates 
back to an carler peiod it was impossible t say. The building stood direcly on the bare 
rock, and thas, since there was %0 risk of the ste being sanded up, there was o hance of 
Sratifcaton, However many times it may have been occupied. The whitewashed walls had 
i s0me cases ben replastered with a rougher coaing of plan mud: there were thereore (wo 
stages of occupation, even though the interval betmeen them may have been of the shoriest 
e Lulk of the pottery found was of the regular Blemyan type, and this may mean that the 
House s it stands was of Blemyan, perhaps late Blemgan, origin, though of unusual type, and 
hat the subsequent Christian occupation was short and did itle o modity the buiding.  The 
South wall stood s igh a 150 m. The weathering had desteoyed the mud plaster where this 
was exposed and had 1id Bare the rubble structure of the wall (P, 11); the north and cast 
outer walls had suffered greatly. 

Room 1 had an entrance n its sonthwest corner and gave access through o doors to 
room 3 and through one o room 4. The norhest angle was partitioned of by a lo., mugh, 
cured sreen of mud as i fo a bin, o 10 keep i place some large receptacie. The north and 
et walls wereof mud brick,the st of rubible. The floor was of 

‘Room 3. Opposie the o doars from room 1 were: o others om the st side communi- 
cating with the saircase and with room 5 at the north end was & screcn wall of md brick, 
lcaving in the centre a very wide doorway into room 5. In the northeast corner was & small 

rectanula enclosure with  low mud wall, the remains of  binor box; in the morthwest corner 
betwecn the doorway into room 1 ani the sercen wall, was ol blck of brickwork consisting 
of thive steps, the topmost narroe than the others. it scemed to be not ome of the openair 
Saircass found. .. in hovse 2, but rather & stepped sat or base for ome bject 

“The luor of theroom was made of fine large sandtone fags, well aid, and 0 ll appearaneces 
ot covera with md: the walls of rubble plastered with md, had becn whitenashed, and 
the whitewash covered with & ater coarie mud rendering. On the flor was found & brokes 
millfore bead. 

Room 3. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

tere from room 3 and eading © room 4. As i oom  the caler whitcwas 
of the walle b been covered with a later plastring. The foor was of mad, On the west 
i of the room were fownd fragmcats from o large store pots of handmade, hearth-barned 
Dottery with creamy-pink surface whereon was 3 rough deign in red paint, and of 4 lage 
Clay chest simiar to that shosn on PL 15 it vas handmade and hearth burned, the painting 
wat rod on 4 light-yellowish srface, and eprescnted fish,  The chest must once have had 

i, which was mising 
Room 4 sy have been an open court, The auter walls are wholly ruisd away. 
Room 5. The outer wall, much s, was 50 thin and of such poor construetion as (0 

£ that it had had at best bt & 4t roof nstead of  vault Tt was entered only from 
Room 6, als much ruined, contained the staircase, which, juging from the small size of 

ts contral pilla, can only have el 04 sngle upper Moo, Here was found & saucer of regular 
Coptic ware, Wit & design in brown paint on & oot white surace (PL 15). 

  

  

  

    

 



CHAPTER V 

THE POTTI 

  

o 

Ir was 10 e expectd that thee should b some difleence betecn the pottery found in Tomb and 
e tombs and chat froms the houses i the town. Tomb potery in Beypt s vl of 3 fr 
ind than was common in domestc e, and ths i 2 i at Karanog a¢ at other paces, The 

similaity was suficient 1o cstabish the lentity of ciilization and costom; € v mpossbe 
frm the brken fragments in the howses o identily xery form found i the graves, bt at 
Jeast evry class of ware found in the cemetery wax rerescnted on the town st Panted 
pottry was lcss in proportion to ather wares, which was precicy the point 10 be cxpected: 
Dot cvery kind of painted ware was found. The difleence between the aites was tht fro 
the o came types of pottery which either di ot occur at all i the graves or wee there 
cltivly less common. Rough Mandmade pots undecorated or decorated only with rude 
inci e, pots used for coking or uch hosschok] urposcs, and great store s, handmade 
and burnt in the open hearth, were common i the hoes and rarel i e wee deposited in 
the tombs. Besdes these the town buikdings produced @ great number of whecl made 
ndecorated bows such a8 wee el for domeste purpascs and were ot considere proper 
funeral offrings.  Theso two classs togethe formel, naturall. quite 3 larke proportion of 
the postery foun on the town site, and constitate the man diflernce bt t nd the graves 
OFthe ypes most ommon n the graves,shape F was sl i th o, o e s raments 
could ot casly be fdentifed: F v was very common both in the plin and the painied vare: 
¥ i was one of the most usual forms, and a0 were v, v and the alicd shapes 
was iy well eprésnto F xwi nas comparatively rar, 8 was i, one of the commoniest 
rave types: it was also not very common of the e shapes pecalae o the s e, 
Fiesi to F e were represented by very momervus. examples showing many. sight 
divrsences fom 7 
T st b rememicred that only  very small part of the o was worked, and the conclusions 
reached s o the proportionate represenation of types—s well 2 other conchsions—are 
entative oy, and subject to corection: thus houss 5 amd 6 produced a fr gester et 
ofpaintd potiey than did howses 3 or . and furher excavation might upset any thory ased 
on'the mere b of specimens o In ac, the Tl aived at 20 ore han b 
hat in the tonen th tom> pottery is wel and faily unifornily represented. bt the different 
conditons naturaly accoun fr i ager propotion of sl as oppased to ecorative ptery 
nd for the xitene o & argo amount of dometic vare hat was not s s el o 
“There i no doubt. hat the peopl of the town an those o th cemctery are the e, bt they 
s hings in he Bowss which they i ok put, o pt rarcly. i thei tore 

‘Nunerousas the gases near Anibch were and o as s the period whic thy reprsented, Chot 
o cvidence coud b addced o thei comparativ dating: and the reat s of pottry o <4 05 
in them did no belp in tis respect; athing ke  sequence rlativey chronological coul] be 
devised from it Tn the town st conditions were more favorable. During the exitence of 
the town buidings were destoged or el o disepair and were covered up by Tter buidings 
o the fevel of whose floors the oder stacture, bured in their own rabbish, sl S04, 
often to.8 consierabl height. Where the florsof the Iatr houses were fact it was obvions 

o 

  T Fosiry    
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that the objects found blow them would e, upon the whole, carlee than thos ound above; 
on the other hand, it had to Lo semcmbered that the ntervalof time betwecn the fll of one 
House and the builling of another above i might be very small, and that such vicsitudes were 
ot necesarily contemporary upon difirent housesites: the top leve an one might be no ter 
than & stratum next door which underay. the unlbroken foorng of another house; and this 
being 50, ot only was it perlous o argue from one sit o another, but there was o saying 
hat potery found abave th intact floorof one building had not g0 there from the ruins of & 
buiding close by which was actually carlier though less deeply buried tha s neighbovr.  Each 
site had theefor to b taken by itelf, and then could anly be adduced in evidence if the upper 
Hoorevels were really wnbroken.  When once these were broken, inflration might alvays 
confue argument; and without snbroken flors the argument. from mere stratiication and 
et o buria could not stand for & moment.  The pottery from above and below cach intact 
Boor had o be compared, that which was common to both strata chiminated, and the result 
compared with that from other sites; very often these results e contradictory, and in any 
case they arelkely to be weakened or upse by furte resarch.  But at the bt they ae very 
il The Nubian s alvays been conservati, and the lpse of ome four hundred years i 
‘ot ikely 10 find mch change i him: indecd the dificlty with Nubian potiry i more ofen 
o arrive within & thousand years of the truh. 

T would cortainly appear that the painted poticry with floral, animal or consentional 
designs, which we may call haracterstically Blemyan, ran through the whole period of their 
oceupation of the country. It occurred wniformly n the graves, and i found in the ton at 

the ighest a5 wel a at the owest Jvels. In the later period, however, it docs seem (0 grow 
ss common: on the upper floo levels . fgures in smallr proportion and is 10 e extent 
oustd by the plin wares in which open bow shapes and ribbed fabris predominate. The 
Fbing of pots s by o means nccessarily lte; this from. the presumably caly grave G 187 
we have the closly rbed form F xxxii; and ribbed household pots are not uncomenon i 
dccper house-sies: bt on the surface, and above top loor levels, the amount of ribbed ware 
is vastly greater and the shapes t0 which rilbing is applied are learly mch more nmerous, 
ven though they cannot all be ascertained. A pot cannor, because ibbed, e assigned 1 & 
Jate date; bt ribbing s more characteristic of  late date than of an carl 

One fabric s found at Karantg, s on the town site at Shabldl, which does not appear in 
the tombs. This s white faced ware with a very hard. smooth and sighly Justrous surface 
very diffcrent from the ather mely surfuc of the white-faced vessels (mosly  xiviiand xlx), 
‘which were found in the comteries, ot of ths abric are rather thick and clumsy; the clay, 
however—a red clay—is wel levigated and hard: the white i ciher a dead whit or takes in 
patches a slight orange shade, which bings the ware into rltion with the simiarly hard.face, 
ercam-colourorlemon-cooured ware o Coptic sites. - Not infrequently the surface i decorated 
with  large and carccss cross hatching i red. This abric oceurs only i the uppe evels. 
bt that it is ot due only o subscqucnt occupation of the e by Copti seters it shown by 
the factof a piece being found below the wnbroken floor of the yard of K H 4, within the walls 
ofthe cafer nderlying hous.  Probably it belongs o the latss period tha of ransitin from 
the Blemyan to the Coptic 

(Course linca ornament. though naturaly found on commen pots o all periods, i very 
sl i what we must rogard as the later wars.  Thus in the upper houserlvels were found 
umerous cxample of F T and i of 8 dark red hacmatitic ware: b instead of the back 
foral decoration of the tom specimiens,these always b below the in either diagonalsripes 
arranged in groups of two o thre or s Joose lestoons in black and yellowishewhite paint 
I ate undecorated vesel of rd haematitic ware th rm s occasionally accentuated by & dull 
line of blue-black matt colour 

   
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

     
  

      

  

  

  

  

  

 



THE POTTERY 3 
Al confined to the top levels is & ware, mostly wsed for flat bowls,though sometimes for Lo oxd 

deeper vesus. with  bright lemon-coloured surfac, hard bt more grained than that of the 
Wi ware already. mentionsd, of which it might otherwise be regarded as a variant, The 
abric is ot to b distinguished from that common on carly Coptic sts. The bows.in which 
it i most usul, have sometimes  plain fiat g ke & modern dnner-plate,somctines  decply 
grooved edge with pendulous outer flange ke the Roman mortaria (see F xxxi, 1) in 
These bows the yellow surface i usually confined to theimner face, the owter cither L of the 

in cay or havin & brown eash, but n fome cass the yllo s o the outsde and the nsile 
“white 11 0 b motioed that whereas an orange it is Aot wncommon o the panted pottery 

more typical of thecary period. and this scems to have for s base a red colou, the late yellow 
s for s b wite, and yellow and white fado mperceptiby o cach other. The difernce 
quite marked when 1o piccs of the respective wares are st sido by side. _Morcover, the 

Tate yellow colour i in many cases less homogencous with the lay it covers: it fakes of like 
a sl and is quite opaque. Tn one It mottled orange ragment & red had been tinly vashod 
over . white slip and apparently 3 o the Temon-coloured wares seem 10 
e similarly prepared with  yello wash over the wet whit slp, but the change of surface-coloue 
may be due to the bumishing process and the fiog rather than o an actual application of 
colour. This yellowish-white ain is sl much used for decoration on a red ground; thus it 
5 comman on vesel of shapes F i, T, and on a lae fragment from K H 4  oceurs in spots 
punctuating & black eticulated pattern on red. It docs ot however, entnely oust white 
aint in decoration. Thus from K 1 4 S canme  very dark red burnishes pot with a necklace 
Tand of short vertical stripes in matt white; and a fragment of F svi, also from K 11 3.6, bas 
a white ground coveral with  reticulated pattern n broad red s, Decoration i colour 
on'a white growund runsright through the period; cerainly it i very comanon n the caly perio, 
Tt i th ater o inspteofthe seneraltedency (o simpliy, we find fragments of an clabarate 
design (F v of asps and winged Knots in black and red on 8 white ground  of & cup (F x1vi), 
“white with o broa purple band whereon delcate trefcsl buds; a sauer (F xix) seen from inside 
with s mealy white suface,red rim and teo narro red bands, would secm 00 o caey on the 
carly traditon, though s hard Jemon-coloured outer suace inks i on 10 the later evels i 
Which it was found. - In fac, painted pottery suvived in later Blermyan days and it ot to be 
iinguished from s forerunners but it i less common than formerly. A pot (F v) witha 
Very bold grape-cluster and tendrl design with rannin circes above, done in blck, purplsh. 
red and thin yellowish-white on  rddish haemaite ground belonged actually to th late bat 
typologically 10 the arle time: a similar pot with loenges altenately e and biack-hatched 
o & lemon-coloured ground though not without paralee from the tombs which one would 
b inclined o put down to an ealier date als belongs to—and agree tokrably well with-— 

the later. 
“The plain festoon dsign has been mentioned as being common on late i pots: i s not 

confind tothis shape. ot istance, i ccurs in e o the white nner faceof 2 shallow fanged 
“mortarium’™ bowl (F Lxxxi) - in purplich back on red (asociatel here with  dark rin-tand) 
o wile-mouthed pot of a type not met wit n th toabs, (i section D) upon a fragment 
of a ribbed ot with rosete omament i sl s i ko occurs commonly pon Coptic pottery 
we st take it 0 be a transton mative. though the fnding of one F i specimen (Hack and 
‘whit festoons) underncath the latct foa evel of site K H 4 shows that i development fals 
well within the Blemyan period. 

st o these chronological criteria are deduced from very scanty evidence: there s, 
however, ane development of the pottr’ art and the fashions of i which is thoroughty wel 
estabished, and thi s he pr Tatet period o the rosette ommament n relict 
it the vese s complete Htle umps of cly e presed nto the suface, at regula inerval 
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round the im, and these ae stamgd with a di i the form of a rosette. Quantitcs o ragments. 
s ornamented were ound,and i view of theie umber t was worth noicing thiat the varieies 

of stamps are very few the impressions are ough and the patterns not always distinguishable: 
bt anly o or three difernt diescould be detected; this i perhaps an argument for a loc 
pottery manufacturer, or for smportation from & single centre of produce, a5 well a5 
fora comparatively short lfetime fo th partcula ware.  The vesel seem a5 rule o b bols 

or wide mauthe ars, and the majority of them are el ribbed-—another charsctristc of the 
Tater pottery: inane cas the roseto n e it asociated with mpresed ormament.  Impressed 
or sampo ormament s such cannot be asigned to one rathe than o snather period. thouy 
he ptery on whic it occurs s often mor of an early type, uch as the mesy-faced thin white 
cup of F i, .. 8669 Gv. Pl 87)' an cxample with stamped smakes between red painted 
bands (x common devie, ¢ Nox. 8673 (v L 59), po30, <), was ound in the lowest levels of 
KL under unbroken floor. on the ather hand, the fstance quoted with relicf rosetes, and 
a lemon.coloured fragment with stamped concentric irles and 4 fragment o a bowl with plain 
stamps arranged in zigsgs, ke the At but. acking rosetics n rlie, both found above 
e Taest (intact) lor eve on the same house sit, would show that the fashion lasted  long 
Wil T contrast o this s an carly fagment (K H 5. 7) havinga band of herring-bone ncied 
pattern, decply cut with a metal knie i the et clay 

01 Tandmade pottery most wss rough and did not lend iself 1o classfcation. Very 
common throughout, and ot leas 50 in the st period, is the squat jar (F ) with & ightly 
‘curled rim, of Tough llivigated black clay, burned in the apen fir.often. with some rude 
decoration, such as: pai of hatched trangle,incised upan the shoulder. These pots are not 
bumished. A curious {ragment,late, was that of 8 shallow bowl moslded imide a basket 
acconding to the mudern Nubi fashion —the inside back and slghtly burmished, the outside 
rough and shorwing al the patter of the basket The fine Ulack wares n the house st 35 in 
the tombs were rare: when they could be dated at all they were carly bt there were f00 
many undatcabe specimiens for tis 1o be consilred a rale. From ste K H § came  fragment 
(VL. 13) showing a gasele in punetured work: from a ow level in K H  came a bold and 
interesing linear design (PL 15) and a rougher example of & crow hatched band. while the 
same site produced a late example of wall-bupnished undecorated Uiack ware. Tn contrast t0 
his hand-done ncison is the " ngine-turned " omament of some of the red potery whi 
judging from analogy, must b late: or in Copti, as i the modern Aswin and Assut pottery. 
s “lathe-turned ™ or “cngine-turned” omament is ery common. 

On Plate 14 i continued the index of Blmyan pottery fomms, of which the st sixty-nine 
mumbers were figurd in vl iv. Nos. b, b, b, i are from Halia and were found in 
graves of the New Bmpire resed in Romano-Nubian times 

  

  

  

  

   

  

     
  

  

    

    

  

  

  

P lcx, Plain red lay,height 039, m. H 43 lso a broken examplefrom H s, 
  

    

  

  

P lxsi, Ochrous brown sarface with brown spot-wreath on shoulder, Broken. o 
P s, Light pinkish-drab ey, haematito wash. height 145 m. i 
P lxei, Bovl with small tubilar handle. plain 7ed clay with hamatite wash, 

‘unburnished, The remaining forms are from the town site of Karandy. e 
F lxsie, & tall cyindrical stand of rough red ware, heght .9 . House 5 
Fixav. A squat ring=stand of rough. Ted ware, height 0.11 ., diameter o.30m. 

at base, Fragment House s 
F bxavi, Dark brownish-red ware with haematite surface of the same colour, finely 

bumished. Height 008 m Howse 
F fexvi, Rough red clay with hasmatite surface, unburmished, beght 0,26 m. o117, Howse 3 
F bexvi, Strainerof very fine white ware, smooth white surface with reddish brown 

Spotwreath below rm. - Pragments oy, House 2



THE POTTERY 15 
F i, Plain red ware,unburnished, with small whit cirle bl i, Fragmments 

oty House 5 
I the same howse were found fragments of  similar spouted bovl, with 

a it rim, o e wars cover with cram.coloured s on which was & bold 
et bud wreath in rd and purple. 

mall bow] of fine light coloured clay. painsed with bands of e and biack 
“The wals very thin and skiluly torned: base mising. Hoight ¢ 0.00m.  House 4 

Flxxsi Plai red ware with Baematit surface smburmihed, he surface rather soft 
and decayed.  Lathe.grooses round rim. The shape reserbles closcly e of 
the common e scillats types. Height o5 m Howse . 

Flxasit Flat bowl ke a mortarue rather rough piain e clay. Height .15 m 
dimeter 038 m House » 

F housit Bowl, fike a mortarkam, of reddish clay with bufl surface: outside plain 
nside, the s and a row of festoons with band below coloured red. A ate 
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example. Hcight o155 m. diameter o 22 House 7 
F xcxiv, Finepink clay with haematite wash, burnished.  Heighto.052 m. dismeter 

oo, Hiuse 7 
From the same houe site came two rather coarse variants of the type 

with more perpendiculae walls 
Fixcavi. Fine red ware with haematite surface well burnished.  Height 0035 m. 

dameter a5 House 5. 
  

Fragments of bowls and other open vessls were vy mumcros but the types could not be 
Actnitely asertained. The thece rims, A, . C. drasen 4 the o0t o the form-index shovw some. 
ofthecommonest forms. A watof plain e-rov ware 1 o lght red ware with ke brownish 
Surface and yelowish-white festoons paintd below the rim: € was of plain red ware. The lst 
imsction, D, came from a very Jarge pot o rough red ware witha e festoon pattern round 
e rim, below which was  band of pinched ormament i rle. 
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CHAPTER VI 

(@) DECORATIVE STONEWORK 

  

Uro almost eery Blemyan st that we have visited we have found fragments of sereens 
or windows of carved sandstone. At Karanog only foue picces were turned wp in the caste 
(room 8) a small fragment of  twining stal from a flral design and (room 7) & lotus lower; 
in house 1 the lotus flower fgured on PL 17 and in howse 4 another small forl picce. But 
hough the town produced o ltle of this nature, that ile cannot sdequately be dlustrated 
without reference o th richer finds from other places, and therfore 3t seems best o puliish 
Here all that we have o this charactristcaly Blemyan work from whatever it it comes 

The b erto were found in and about a small Blemyan chapel bl on & 
il near B “Buhen,” ch i) the ragments were scatteed far and wide over 
the st slopes of the ill a f in consequence of zome delberate act of destructions they had in 
many cases uffered severely from the weather, and the picces that survived. numerous though 
they were, did o suffice, unfortunately, o show with any certainty what. the orginal dcign 
had been. Two i not thre sercens are represented i o of them the principal motive was 
ryphons” heads with Tomg straight necks (he bodics are fost). while mumerous floral fragaments 
Chiely of the conventionalized lotus type may have been n combination with these, or may 
have been confined 10 & separae panel. A number of uracus snakes probabdy belong with the 
foral cement: a foot, a g, and  hand holding 2 staff show that the human fizure was also 
imtroduced.  Each scroen was cut out of a singe slab of sandstone, and formed & rectangle, 
considerably ighee than it was wide (probably .78 m. by .54 m)., dividd Ly horizontal bars 
o zones 030 m. high, wheren apparently the same deign was repeated. The origina slab. 
was g centimees thick and the sold frme ~o0d out only about thece millmetres above 
e plane ot the decorated field, bt the Iater vas cut back belind % that the fret-work had 8 
et of o o four and & balfcentimetres only.The cuttin secms to have been done with a 
Saw and is ¢ a perfect rght angle o the plane of the surface. The actual cuting out of the 

acery s very fne, sone of the stalks and tendrisof the floriate ok bein no more than four 
of v mllmetrs wide,which conslri the nature of the sandstone mployed i 3 considerable 

technical achicvement, and th points of attachment and suppor seem {0 have been remarkably 
e the deicacy thus obtained was heghtned by the surfce-carsin of detail nd the rounding 
Off of cdges,which removed any impression of flatnes and emphaszed the fincnes o the ine, 
Sometimes by catting down the surface the actual plane i altered and 3 further appearance of 
roundness i given as the minor wwigs and tendrils recede behind the more mportant features 
of the design.  Naturally the fner tracery has suffered most from the wanton destuction and 
the weather to which all as been exposed, but the comparatively large fragment of & curving 
lotus stem in the lower right-hand corne of P 16, shows ho fine was the draving and how 
skifl the cutting of th stone.The gryphon screens vere Ly reason of thir subject somevbat 
Heavier i treatment than the floral one (supposing that 1o have bee distnct. from them), but 
gave more scops for surface modeling, which s quite well xecuted 50 far 35 the heads are 
concerned: it is a pity that the total disappearance of the bodics makes i impossible 10 
ealize: the original appearance of the screen. 
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A number of fragments from Faras show a ey but imresive design of bighy Exangis 
conventionalized lotus lers (P 17). Here 0 recurs the same geyphons” head motive that o Fare: 
we have met at Halfa: another fragment gives the figure of the o headed god Arsenupli 
X small piece was icked up at Gt Adda, 

"The only Egyptian paralel for these tracey stone sereens i given by a tracery window of 
Rameses 11 from Medinet Habu; bt thi s an isolated exampl, which neithr fo date mor 
for workemanship can be brought o comparison with the Blemyan screens. The later most 
sather be comsdered & purely Merotic development which flourihed in Nubia during the 
Blemyan period: and they give furthe evidenceof the eights which i various ars were atained 
by this desert pecpl. “The it sandstone capial illstraed o PL 17 comes notfrom . screen bt rom a el Cois fom 
i shown by the precily similar bt more complete picce found at Faras. The corsice K008 
i this s supported Ly a capital at cither end and along i rans  row o uraces snakes: n the 
contre i the sun's dise flanked by uraci. & el found in the Karan cemeter, coming from 

one of the “approaches” o minature chapcls attached to the ssperstructures of he tombs, has 
the same sracus lanked dise capved wpon 3¢ in et and upon another fintel, also from the 
cemetery, there e aint traces of the same dovice exccuted n paint. This might be taken .2 
ik connecting with the Blemyan period proper the atesray and the stone temple o Kase orim 

where the dise with it supporting snakes forms the only decoraton. The capitals from Faras. 
and Karanig ar of & ighly doveloped type closly resembling some o the ltest work at Phia, 
‘at Kalalshel, at the trmple of Derulie bl Ly Augustus, and in the Meroftic temple at Nags 
where alo i the line of uracus snakes that appearson the Faras lintl. T all thes is clearly 
vilent the bt o Greek aet, whose importance has alecady becn remarked upon in daling with 
Blemyan pottery.  During the more peaceful Plolmaic period aschicctural deoration n the 
north and i th south o the Nile valley developed uniformly, subjct a it was o the same 
Greek influence working upon the common inhertance of Egyptian models.  After that priod, 
when connection between the two countries was severe, the style was in each sereotyped 
enough to endure, or it it progressed 1o progress along much the same lines; e ace thereore 
o justified in supposing that because a builing in Nubia or i the Sudin resembls one of 
Roman date in Roman Baypt it i an imitation of it inflaenced by i, or subsequent (01t in 
aste. 

  

   

   
  

     
  

  

  

  

 



8 KARANOG, THE TOWN 

(1) OSTRAKA 
“Thiry-three ostraka swere v, of which the majority were ery fragmentary, containing 

only two or three characters apiece, They were generaly written Spon piece of amphoras 
F xi) whose smoth srfac i bettor adapted to writin than are e rougher native wares: the 

inkcis sometimes black,sometimes white.Hand copis of al the more mportant specimens have. 
indly b made fo e by M. . L1 Grifih and are b on Plats 1520, The desription 
of thes i s follows 

  

  
  

  

    

Plate 18, Fig r. Written in white ink o & sed sher. Kilss. 
Fig. o, Witten n black ink on & e sherd. Kils o, 
Fig. 5. Woitten in black ik on ared sherd the writng obscure Kii o 

Patesg. W 

  

  

  ten in white ink on a red sherd: the let-hand ends of the lines 
are probably broken away, the right band endsare comple 

  

  Kis.s 
Plateso. Fig 1. Aand B Red sherd incribed on both sides in black nk, 

Fig. 2. Writin in black ink on a fragment of yellnish amphora 
complete. s 

" Nand B, R sherd nscibed on both sidesin back nk. S 
Fig. 4. Writin in white ink on a red sherd KHS 
Fif 5. Aand B, Red shed imseribed on both sdes in white ink: in 

She pperlne o the roverse (B) one ltter seems to b mising 

    

  

  

    
at the right-hand end, South of K H . 

Fig. 6. Weittn in black ink o & o sherd; the right hand ends of 
thelines appear 1o be complete. Kig 

Fig. 7. Weitten in black on 8 red sherd complete. K 
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