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RIREACE 

It may seem somewhat premature to issue a History 
of Roman Egypt, when there arc masses of papyri, 
belonging to the period under consideration, waiting 
for publication in half a dozen different museums. But 
the additions to our knowledge made by the documents 
already published arc ble, that it will be 
of service to students to have them briefly summarised. 

It must be recognised that the story of Egypt during 
the centuries of Roman rule is not, and probably never 
will be, anything like a connected narrative. From 
time to time a chance notice by some writer throws a 
momentary light on the state of the country ; but, for 
the most part, events in Egypt were too monotonously 
uninteresting for the historians of the Roman Empire 

ntion to them. Egypt supplied corn, 
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to pay any att 
not men, to Rome. 

There is one point on whi stall 
criticism. In the spelling of proper names and titles, 
I have found it impossible to be consistent when deal- 

  

      ch 1 should like to for        

  

ing with the mixture of Egyptian, Greck, and Latin 
which preveiled during the period. And so I have 
used whativer form was most familiar to me, as it 
seemed better even to write the Latinized  drachmse” 
beside the Greek ““arourai,” than to fall into the 
pedantry of such a style as Thebai” 
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when it is necessary to deal with such compound names 
as /Elius Eudemon or Aurelius Didymus. 

I have to thank Professor Petric for continual help 
ughout the time that 1 have been 

g this book, both in Egypt and ngland. 
Kenyon and Mr. B. P. Grenfell have most 

  

     
  and advice thr 

  

         

  kindly put at my disposal the proof-sheets of their 
nd the latter has also made a     publications of papyri, 

number of valuable suggestions ; while Mr. F. LI 

  

    
Griffith has given me 
connected with -Egypti 
acknowledge in the references all facts and ideas which 
I have drawn from other writers, but I feel that I owe 
a special debt to Professor Mommsen and Professor 
J. B. Bury in a wider sense than can be stated there. 
And I must also thank Mr. D. S. Crichton for much 
careful work in preparing the index ; and my wife, for 
constant clerical assistance. 

aformation on various points 
n religion. I have tried to        

  

  

    

LONDON, 13¢h September 1 

 



CONTENTS 

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

    

   

         

PREFACE 5 i 
LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS . S ix 
LIST OF ABBREVIATIO! e xiii 

L. THE ORGANISATION OF EGYPT UNDER THE ROMANS ' 
IL THE FIRST CENTURY OF ROMAN RULE IN EGYPT, 

SoTRIc 6B YA e o 
1L A CENTURY OF PROSPERITY, 68-192 A.D. o 
IV, THE DECAY OF THE PROVINCIAL SYSTEM, 103-283 A.D. 67 

V. THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE STATE AND THE 
CHURCH, 284-379 A.D. . S 8y 

VI, ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SUPRENACY OF 
TIAN CHURCH, 370-527 A.D. i 9 

UNION OF TEMPORAL AND RELIGIOUS POWER, 527 
642 A0, e s 106 

THE REVENUES AND TAXATION O - ns 
RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS . . . . . 18 

X. LIFE IN THE TOWNS AND VILLAGES OF EGYPT . 150 

    
TR 5     REFERENCES . . : 3 

INDETRGN & A i s 240



 



  LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

    

          

     

   
Tiberius: Philzc 

West side of Great Court . .. 
entyra . Portico of Temple. — (Fhoto. by W. 3t 
Peiric 5 : 

i + Temple K, Phil 16 
2. Augustus adoring Isis: T e 17 
3 Phile: Temple of Hathor . 17 
4+ Kinum forming Augustus, and Hekt giving hin life : 

Tenty R n R seT R iy 
5. Talmis: mple SR SR8 
©. Tentyra: Temple from the south . . . o) 
7 s Gl R Lo 
& Debdt . . e s 
o ple from behind | . B . 

10, mple . p e ihE 
i emple and Pylon 
12 a Temple 
13 
i 

  

   

  

Philae 
cle of Tiberius adoring Isis and Horus, in Gl 
Muscum. (Photo by J. G. M.) - 

18, Tiberius : Phile s 
      

  

  

19. 

  

.. (Deseciptionds TEgiples)    

  

   

   

B e 
)       (Photo. by J. C 

Ombos. . 
eway of Nero in 

Petesouchos.  (Photo. by J. G 
    

  

iple of Pepherds and 
Ml



x LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

a8 Nero. (Bodieian) . . . . . . g8 
2g. Galbas Thebes .+« o, {0 ) . Otho: Thebes i B 

s : Gateway of Vedp mple of Tnepherds 
nd Petesouchos.  (Photo, by I. G MY .. . 43 

a's Necdie ” tower. 

     

   

   

    

    

       

    

w by . G 

    

        

   

  

     
   

    

       

     

      

      

topolis 
Nerva s Latopols. - 

Laiopolis | 
“Tempie 

A dancing Gatoway of 
in' Pl 

Romman ortges o Babyion. (Descriptin dc 
 Hadrins Phie ay portra 

      

Tlawara 
)] B 

riumph.  (Deseription dé 
e e 

- Aniinoopols (Deseription dé e TEgype) e 
¢ of Sabina < STEg 

ritish Museum.) . bo 
Museum.) . 60 

      

  

  

  

i T 
C(Bodician) 1 1 62 

e st o e 
mple. (Description de 'Egype.) . 64 

atopolis 5 L6 o 

  

61. Colossal head of Cara 
W. M. F. Petric 

2. Caracalia : Latopoli 
63 Statue, face recut to likeness of alla 

Museum. (Photo, by J. G, M.). . . . . 72 

   

   

    

     

  

64. Wady Khardassy: Greek tablets . . . . i1 
65. Roman lamp in form of a boat. (Petric Colliction.) . 74 

e T 76 
ctrie Collection.) 77 

1) B



  

LIST OF ILLUSTRATION xi 

7o. Altar of M. 
(Photo. by W. 

71, Roman te 

73 

        

   

Belakabos: from Koptos. 
fon.)   

   

  

{Petric Collection.) 
Coin of Domiti (British Museum.) 
Column of Diocletian at Alexandria G 

» Roman lampin form of a gateway. (Petrie Collection.) 
The Red Monastery : Interior looking west. (Photo.          

by 1L G ML) IRERC R o . The White Monastery s North door. (Photo, by J 
G.M) . g ox 

79. The White Monastery : South wall. (Photo. by J. G, 
M) e s A 104 

Byzantine sculptures : from Ahnas. (E.E.F. Report. 
Byzantine capital: from Ahnas. _(E Report.) . 108 

shizeh Museum.  (Ihoto. by 
     

    

  

   

  

    

  

  

    

          

3 109 
n Ghizeh Muscum. (Photo. by 

WM. F. Petric.) A i 
D from fragments of Coptic pottery. (Petric 

allection.) . 3 
Coptic painted potiery. * (Petric Collcction.) "y 

tele_ of Koptos : in Ghizeh Museum. (Photo, 
byJ.G.M.) . . SEe AR e 

   Stelefrom (Photo by 
. Column with 

by W. M. 

  

csos: in Ghizeh Muse   oknopaion 
M) 

  

        

        

z of priests: at Rome. (Photo. 

       

   

 Phihah : Coin of 
Zeus Ammon : Coin of 

cus Sarapi 
Museum.) . . . 

. Temple of Zeus : Coin of 

  

sh Musedm.) - 
(it RR

8E
 

    
       

    

          

    

       

(British M, 
ish Museam.) - 
1 Museum,) 

    eum. ). 

22
58
82
8 

100, Art “oin of Antoninus | 

       
  

     1o1, Coin of Julia 
2 “oin of € 

103, Temple of Athene s Pius.  (Hritis 
Mus S 

104, Are: (Bodician.) ¥ 
Dionysos: Co o, (British Museum.) 
Pan: Coin of Had (British Museum. ). 

 



it LIST OF ILLU! 

  

RATIONS 

~ Hermes : Coin of Claudius 11, 
. Demeter': Coin of Antoniny 

Rape of Persephone: C 
Musecun.) e 

Triptolemos : Coin of Hadrian. tish Museum.) 
Dioskouroi: Coin of Traj h Muscum.) 
Herakles : Coin of Trajan. (Bodleian.) i 
Asklepios: Coin of Severus Alexander.  (British 

Muscun,) 

  

    

  

  

  

      
     

verus Alexander. (British Mueum.) 
(Bodlcian.) 

in Petric Collection.) . 
oin of M. Aurclius, (British 

) 
m.) 

  

   
    

      

     

   

  

    
{British Muse 
{itish Ml 
Museum.) .   

fuseum.) | 
ish Museum.) 

ish Museum.) - 

  

     
wsiina 11. (B 

3 Corn of Nerva. - Hodieian.) % Tl 
Isis suckling Horus : Coin of M. Aurclius. (Bodician.) 

At Naples.  (Photo. by W. M. F, 

  

     

    

  

ary dress. (Terr 

  

a-cotta in   

  

  (British Muse 
(Photo. by    

. (British N 
Coin of Antoninus 

   
     

    

  

ish Muser 
Temple of Nilu of Hadsi 

Coin of Nero.  (Bodlcian.) 
Coin of Trajan. ~ (British Muscun.) . 

henia : Coin of Livia.  (British Museur.) 2 
mple of r us Pius,  (British 

  

(British Muscum.) 

    

     
   

  

   
     

    <h Miscun, 
Coin of Antoninus Pis. \um, 

(British Museunr.) 
   

Roma : Coin of Antoninus Pius. (Bodlcian.) 
Che White Monastery : Old nave of church, now the 
courtyard. (Photo. by M. 

143. The White Monastery : W: 
(Photo. by J. G. ML) . . . . 

          

        

157



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED 

Bulletin de Correspondance Hellé 
Urkunde    Gricchisch . Museen zu 

Berlin. 
British Muscum. 

  

  

     
Corpus Inscriptionu; 

i   
s Papyrorum Raineri. 
pt Exploration Fund. 

ell, an Alexands 
other papyri. 

Grenfell and Hunt, Greek Papyri i. 

       
G   n Erotic Fragment and 

  

1 Oxyrhynchus Papyr 
e d'Alexandric.     

v, ed. J. Nicole. 
Proceedings of the of Biblical Archaology. 
Revue Archéologique. 

   



 



IS RO AR O GAVARET 

ROMAN EGYPT 

CHAPTER I 

  

SATION OF EGYPT UNDER THE ROMAN     

THe conquest of Egypt by the Romans produced 
little change in the internal organisation of the country. 

It was always the policy of Roman statesmen, when a 
country possessing a fully developed system of govern- 
ment was added to their empire, to inferfere as little as 

le with existing institutions ; and there was a 
special reason in the case of Egypt for adopting this 
course. The country was, in a sense, the personal 
spoil of Augus le the older provinces of the 
Roman Empire had been won from forcign kmg~ for 
the Republic by its generals and with its armi 
was the fruit of his victory over a Roman ri 
a recreant to Roman ideas ; and, as the persona o pro- 
perty of that rival’s wife, was confiscated for the private 
benéit of the victor. 

2. The elaborate system of government which had 
gradually been developed by the native and Greek 
kings was therefore taken over bodily by the Roman 
emperors. In all probability the lower grades of 
officials were left to_complete their terms of offic 
even in so high a position as that of epistrategos there 
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  > ORGANISATION OF EGYPT UNDER THE ROMANS   

is found a Greek, Prolemaios, the son of Herakleides, 
thirteen years after the conquest; () and as in later 
times that post was always held by a Roman, it may 
be presumed that he had continued in his place undi 
turbed by the change of dynasty. indeed, the 
Roman conquest of Egypt was practically ‘nothing more. 
than a change of dynasty, and was attended by far les 
isturbance than had many times been caused by the 

nsference of power in the time of the native kings. 
3. In the course which Augustus chose to follow 

with regard to the government of Egypt, he was 
guided partly by his personal claim explained above, 
and partly by considerations of prudence : @ the country 
was tich, and could casily furnish the materials for 
supporting a revolt ; while, at the same time, anyone 
who held Egypt could cause great inconvenience to 
the population of Rome without any further hostile 
measures than simply stopping the export of corn from 
Alexandria, and could thus practically starve Rome 
to his side, as Vespasian proposed to do.® More- 
over, Egypt was difficult of access, especially 
Rome : there was only onc harbour on the Mediter- 
rancan coast available for large vessels, at Alexandria;® 
and the approaches by land across the deserts, either 
from cast or west, were dangerous for a body of any 
large number of men. The Egyptians, too, were 
always ready for a disturbance; the most trivial 
question would raise faction-fights among the crowds 
of various nations and beliefs who  inhabited Alex- 
andria,® while the inhabitants of the upper country 
from time to time took up arms to settle th 
grievances ;@ and from such small by & 
might arise serious troubles, unless  prompt 
vigorous measures were taken. ' In ¢ reasons I 

at argument for autocratic rule, which could act 
an occasion without the danger of delay which 

might arise from the necessity of consulting the senate, 
purely formal as the consultation might be, to get con- 
sent to measurcs which seemed good to the emperor. 

4. Egypt was therefore treated as the personal domain 
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   of the Roman emperor; and from him, directly or 
indircetly, all the Egyptian officials held their posts. 
o guard against any possivility of sa 

  

        

   
  

At e e e 
the emperor, in the country.® The | 
that of prefect —was usually filled by a Roman of 
equestrian rank ;® on one occasion at least a freed- 
man,® and on one an Alexandrian, 9 who had obtained 
the Roman citizenship, were placed in this office. The 
prefect, nominally a procurator of the emperor, was 
really a viceroy, taking almost the whole part played 
in the system of government by the Greek kings. His 
power was limited only by the right of appeal to the 
emperor; and he was head of every branch of the 
administration, financial, judicial, and military.0D The 
sum-total that was to be raised by taxation was 
determined by the emperor; but the prefect was re 
sponsible to him for the collection and transmission 
of the money to Rome,( and consequently was par- 
ticularly concerned to supervise the collectors 
other subordinate officials, with a view of keeping in 
check their exactions, which tended to diminish the 
revenes of the state 19 and also had to decide upon 
claims of exemption from taxation made by commun- 
ities or individuals.() The judicial duties of the prefect, | 
which theoretically embraced all cases, both civil and 

criminal, were lightened by the delegation of authority 
to lower officials ;09 but large numbers of legal 

qu s came before him for settlement, as petitions 
R A i e e 

n,09 and he received appeals or references from 
© courts.tD  He went on circuit throughout 

the country, probably every year, to try such causes. (9 
He was also specially concerned to inquire into the 
efficiency of the policé of the various districts.0® The 
nominations to subordinate offices and liturgics, and 
appeals against them, also came before 
from him emanated the orders for official inquiries 
and returns, such as the census lists of persons and 

       

  

      
          

      

     
          

    
  

        

  

  

  

    

      
  

  

  

    
  

  

      

  

       

    

      

 



  

4 ORGANISATION OF EGYPT UNDER THE ROMANS 

property of all kinds which were constantly required, 
and for the safe keeping of these and other records.® 

1l the troops in Egypt were under his control, and 
e ts and disputes were specially re 

to him for decision.¢ He held office a 
emperor, and was not, apparently, appointed for any 
definite period ;9 the longest recorded tenure of the 
office being that of Vitrasius Pollio, who was in 
gypt for upwards of sixteen years: @) and he was 

council of Romans, who sat in the 

  

         
    
            

  

    

    

   

   
      

    

     

  

te subordinate 
who w 

ce acted fo 

    matters, the immedi 
as the dikaiodot 

cuit with him, and in his abse 
work lay chiefly in hearing and deciding cases 

B 
m to his jurisdiction.® The 

jority of the prefects of- Egypt would not be 
nted with legal procedure, and would require 

1 work. And 

he filled the 
provinces. He 

        

      

     

  

      
  

  

  

  

place taken bv W 
was, like the prefect, appointed by the emperor himself, 
and was usually a Roman knight. 

6. The only other purely judicial officer was the 
archidikastes,® who was, according to Strabo, a 
local Alexandrian judge. His court usually sat at 
Alexandria ; but hé had competence in civil cases from 
all parts of the country,G) and on one occasion is 
recorded to have tried a case at Memphis.(9 He 
appears to have had special charge of the archives at 
Alexandria, and to have been the ordinary judge before 
whom civil cases were brought which involved reference 
to the documents preserved in those archives. He, 
too, was usually a Roman citizen. 

7. Immediately subordinate to the prefect there were, 
ultimately, three epistrategoi, ¢ appointed respectively 
for the Thebais, the Heptanomis and Arsinoite nome, 
and the Delta. In Upper Egypt such an official had 
existed in Ptolemaic times; but no evidence for the 

    
  

      

  

  

  

    

  

    

   



DIVISIONAL OFFICERS 5 

appointment of an epistrategos cither in Middle or 
Lower Egypt is found before the second century of the 

mpire. With one exception, to which reference has 
already been made, under Augustus, the cpistrategoi 
were always, so far as is_known, Romans; they were 
the lowest of the imperial officials appointed from 
Rome, and such were the usual delegates for the 
exercise of many of the powers nominally fulfilled by 
the prefect.  They held no military authority, except 
in so far as the soldiers were employed for police 

<3 but they frequently appear as competent judges 
cascs arising in their dioceses, through which they 

went on cireuit.) They were also charged with the 
task of choosing on behalf of the government, from 
names submitted to them by the local scribes, men to 
hold the unpaid offices, such as that of strategos or 
< rch.6) A considerable part of their work, 
however, was that of intermediaries for the transmis 
sion to the authoritics of the nomes of the orders of 

the prefect, and the obtaining for the central govern- 
ment of returns of taxation, population, and the like.C0 

8. Below the epistrategos came the strategos, who 
occupied the next step for the transmission to and fro 
of orders and returns. The unit of government for 
the strategoi was the nome ; though occasionally two 
nomes were temporarily united under one ) 

or one nome was divided between two s In 
judicial affairs, they were the usual recipients of com- 
plaints, where proceedings were to be taken under the 
civil law: (9 and for the purpose of hearing such they 
made circuits of their nomes, probably every month ; (1) 
but, except when the power was specially delegated to 
them by the prefect, dikaiodotes, or archidikastes, they 
had no competence to deliver judgment : 6 complaints, 
when received, were filed to await the visit of the 
prefect on circuit. In such cases, however, it is prob- 
able that the strategos made a preliminary investi 
tion, to satisfy himself that there was a primd facic 
grievance; and he certainly took evidence on oath, 
copies of which were filed like the complaints.(® 
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Copies of all census returns, whether of 
or animals, were addressed to him, as well as to the 
census officers and scribes.(? In financial matters, 
the strategos was responsible for the collection of the 

es in his nome, and consequently had to supervise 
the assessments of the districts into which it was 
divided, and to take steps to recover debts due for 
taxes ;09 he was also required to arrange the incidence 
of the various liturgies, such as the corwie for the 
maintenance of the dykes and 5.09  Strategoi 
were appointed for a period of three years, presumably 
from the inhabitants or property-holders of the nomes 
for which they were to hold office, by the cpistrategoi, 
the nominations being confirmed by the  prefect.i) 
They were chosen indifferently from Romans, Greeks, 
and Egyptians ; and were required, upon entry into 
their office, to give up all other work, and to provide 
security for the proper observance of their dutics, 
besides taking an oath to act according to law ;69 
while, at the close of their term, their accounts were 
subjected to an official audit before the prefect.( 

9. With the strategos was habitually associated the 
royal scribe, who was his assistant in all departments 
of his work, especially in receiving returns () and col- 
lecting evidence for legal proceedings nd, on 
oceasion, could act on his behalf.) The royal scribe, 

m the records preserved, served for about 
period as the strategos, though, in one 

and, persons,     
     

  

    

  

    
        

  

    
      

    

      

  

      
     

        
     

    

  

   
    

       

   

  

to judge 
the 

    

ame      
     se at least, a scribe, Herakleides, was in office for 
over five years.®) He was probably also appointed 
in the same manner. Instances of the appointment    
of Romans to this post are rarer than to that of 
strategos. 

10. The nomarchs,®) who had originally filled the 
chief positions in each nome, had been deposed from 
most of their functions by the strategoi ; but they were 
still retained under the Jatter as financial officers, and 
also appear to have had some special dutics in co 
nection with the transport of goods.@) They exercised 
some supervision over the collection of the taxes,(® 

  

    

     
          



VILLAGE AUTHORITIES 7 

and the payment of the money to the local treasury.() 
They were responsible for the performance of these 
duties to the government, and were liable, in default 
of raising the due amount of revenue, to have their 
property confiscated.¢9 In connection with their posi 
tion of supervisors of taxation, they were apparently 
ranked as the financial authorities for the various trades 
and occupations of the nome. ) 

ords of the nome were kept by the biblio- 
y s of all official documents 

were deposited,™ and who received notice of all 
changes in the ownership of land,() together with 
periodical returns from the landholders of the nome! 
describing their property.® They were divided into 
two departments, the one concerned with the work of 
land-registry, the other with the financial statements 
of the district.¢) The staff of the former at Arsinoe 
abecelowo: 

The local government of the villages was in the 
h'lnds of a number of officials, whose precise relation- 
ship to each other is hard to determine. The elders 
were probably responsible for the general management 
of affairs; they were a body of men known in one 
instance to have numbered about ten, and in another 
four, and to have been of no very substantial position, 
possessing, in the first case, incomes of four or five 
hundred drachmze, and in the second cight hundred.( 
They acted as intermediaries for the payment of taxes 
on behalf of their village ;) and were held liable to 
the authorities of the nome for the peace of its inhabit- 
ants ; which | d with it the duty of assist- 
ng to present malefactors for trial, and of collecting 

evidence when required () 
13. The elders probably formed the village council, 

which is only known from a single instance, in which 
its president appears as hiring two dancing-girls for 

         

     

    

  

     

    

   

  

    

  

    

      

    

    

     

      

  

      

    

the service of the village, doubtless to dance at a 
festival. (9 

14. The village scribe was the person ultimately 
responsible for the supply of all the various items of
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information required by 

  

the central government: it 
was he who drew up lists of the inhabitants of the 
village, their several holdings of land, the extent to, 
and manner in, which each holding was cultivated ; 
and generally gave all particulars necessary for the 
assessment of the taxes upon each individual. In 
connection with this duty, he had also to supply the 
names of men suitable to be appointed to the liturgies 
of the v 

In his work of cataloguing the inhabitants, the 
age scribe was assisted by the laographoi, who were 

e for the sole purpose of col- 

  

    
     

  

            

  

age.®) 
     

      

      

lecting c 
16. The agor 

were chiefly 
tion and r ation of contracts, wills, and other 
legal documents. The parties to the contract attended 
before an agoranomos, and, after it was drawn up, 
probably by the clerk, and signed, it was registered, 
and a copy deposited in the local archives.G9 If the 
contract was not drawn up at the agoranomeion, notice 
had to be given there of its completion.( In the 
Arsinoite nome, contracts appear habitually to have 
been made at the grapheion;G) or, if completed 
privately, to have been registered there : (9 but it does 
not seem clear whether the grapheion was under the 
control of the agoranomos. 

17. The police administration of the nome was 
under the general supervision of the two eirenarchai : 
subordinate to them there were in each village one or 
two archephodoi, who were the officials responsible for 
the custody and production of offenders in court ;™ 
in which duty the elders or others were sometimes * 
associated with them.® The euschemones and eireno- 
phylakes appear to have held about the same rank, 
and to have performed similar duties to those of the 
archephodoi.® The actual work of arrest was done by 
the lestopiastai o phylakes,®D the latter of whom were 
paid officers, and were divided into cl according 
to their work. In the maintenance of order, however, 
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the 
moned ; 

  

nce of the military wa 
and the centurions of the 

  

constantly sum- 
Roman army wer 

the same manner 
as the strategoi, with the addition that they could 
order the summary arrest of offenders.C) 

18. There were also a number of officials in the 
towns and villages whose precise functions it is at 
present impossible to determine :  the i, () 
cuschemones,®) kosmetai,® and  gymnasiarchs.®) 
These were probably all offices which were imposed 

liturgies upon the wealthier members of the com- 
munity ; and the holders of them shared with the elders 
the géneral management of the affairs of their town or 
village. In this capacity they could be called upon by 
the higher officials to give such assistance as might 
be required in the government of the district, by col- 
lecting taxes, arresting criminals, or supplying evidenc 
with regard to the state of their local affairs. It is 
possible that the exegetai were introduced into the 
government of the towns when they were granted the 
privilege of electing senates; but in Alexandria, at any 
rate, the office of exegetes was not dependent on the 
existence of a senate. 

19. The revenues of the country, m addition to_the 
general authority exercised over them by the prefect, 
received the special supervision of the idiologos, who 
was appointed by the emperor, and who, in view of 
the position of Egypt in the imperial economy as the 
private property of the emperor, was virtually the 
steward of the country ; he was nominally subordinate 
to the prefect, but, be pendently appointed, 
would be likely to serve as a check on any attempt_to 
vary the imperial orders with regard to the taxation 
of Egypt. The directions as to the amount of 
revenue to be raised, ment, and the money 
when collected, passed along the usual channel of 

als and subordinates, from prefect to strategos ; 
but the actual collection was done by a special body of 
officers, the praktores, who were divided into classes 
according to the taxes with which they dealt—poll 
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of each village of sufficient income—which in one case 
was 1000 drachmm—were chosen by the strategos 
from nominations by the village scribe.®) That the 
liturgy of collecting taxes was a burdensome one, 
respect of the time and expense involved, is shown 
by a deed in which a man who had been named as 
praktor appointed a deputy, and paid him 252 drachma 
yearly to do the work.@ The praktores were assisted 
by another body, the epiteretai ; @ and, in the case of 
the wheat and barley taxes, by the paralemptai. 
The money taxes were usually paid into the public 
or other bank of the village,® while the taxes in kind 
went to the village granary n charge of the 
sitologoi, ™ who had to make monthly returns as to 
the amount of corn stored thercin. 

20. In addition to the strategos of the nome, there 
was a second check upon the collection of corn in the 
dekaprotoi, who were appointed to hold office in the 
toparchies, into which the nomes were divided, and to 
supervise the storage of g 

21. The collection of customs-du 
on the Nile and on the roads leg 
was in the hands of compani 
other indirect taxes, such as the fees on 
the registration of contracts, were likewis: 
That the position of farmer of taxes was not a 
profitable one, and, in fact, was probably little b 
than a liturgy ally after Nero had reformed the 
system of collection by publishing tariffs, may be 
gathered from the reluctance to continue their work 
which is sometimes stated to have been shown by the 
farmers, and from the special orders which had to be 
issued by the prefects against compelling them to 
undertake the duties.®)  The collection of some taxes, 
such as the poll tax, appears at some places to have 
been done indifferently by the farmers of the customs 
and the praktores: 4% it may be surmised that the 
latter, in places where a body of farmers existed, made 

  

     

     

      

   
     

  

   

    

  

   

  

  

    les and on 

  

e farmed.0%0) 
very     

    

      

  

      
  

  

   

       

    
   



CITY GOVERNMI 

  

ENT 1 

some arrangement with them to take over the work of 
revenue collection. 

The domain lands, consisting of the large 
properties which had belonged to the Ptolemics, 
together with the possessions of state debtors, and 
those for which no heirs or claimants appeared, were 
administered, under_the idiologos, by a  dioiketes %9 

who was probably, like the idiologos, always a 
Roman—and a body of epitropoi or procurators.(%/) 

23. The adminisfration of the large towns naturally 
stood on a somewhat different footing to that of the | 
villages. Alexandria had been deprived of its senate 
by Augustus ; 1% but it still enjoyed a separate body of | 
officers, who were specially nominated by the prefect | 
himself.0% The exegetes answered to the strategoi of 
the nomes, having the general charge of the govern- 
ment of the city, and was privileged to wear the purple. 
The hypomnematographos was the counterpart of the 

3 as the clerk of the city. The 
Tocal courts we ed over by the archidikastes, 
who had also, however, as has been seen above, 
extrancous functions. There was, naturally, a body of 
police, whose commande; fied with the title 
of strategos ddition to the agoranomoi and 
gymnasiarchs, whose place was similar to that which 

      
       

  

    
     

    

      

    
     

     

  

   
    

     
  

     

    
    

  

they held in the country towns, there was at least one 
imperial procurator—of Neapolis and the Mausoleum 
of  Alexander—spe 

ndr 
ached to  Alexandria, 1) 

n citizenship_in itself carried certain| 
more or less substantial privileges, the chief of which | 
was the exemption from poll tax and liturgies ; the | 
citizens also shared in the distributions of corn, and 

     
The Alex;      

   
   

      were entitled to be scourged with rods instead of whips; 
and it was only through the Alexandrian citizenship     
    that an Egyptian could attain to the Roman, until 
Caracalla gave the latter privilege broadcast to all the 
provincials.0% Severus had, a few years previously, 
restored their senate to the Alexandrians ; ) but there 

no evidence to show how far it superseded the 
previous form of government. 
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. At Ptolemais - Hei 
ity on the Helles 

miou, the administration of 
pattern, with archons and 

a scnate, established on its foundation by the 
Ptolemics, was seemingly left to subsist as it stood by 
Augustus,19 and Naukra 1y preserved its 
separate magistrates.01)  Antinoopolis was built and 
organised by Hadrian as a Greek state, with a senate, 
prytany, and tribes.0%  And at the end of the century 
the chief towns of the nomes were granted the privilege 
of sclf-government.  Arsinoe,0% Herakleopolis, G 
Hermopolis, 19 and  Oxyrhynchos 119 are known 
instances, but doubtless ry other metropolis of 
a nome had its senate. At Thebes (11D also there were 
archons in the time of Hadrian ; in this case, however, 
the office was probably a religious one, as it wa 
hereditary, and the political importance of Thebes in 
the second century was extremely small. 

25. So far as can be ascertained from the scanty 
idence, the reorganisation of Egypt, which took place 
the end of the third century, under Diocletian, 

in the titles than in the actual 
the government. 

The prefect of Egypt, to whose province Upper and 
Lower Libya—that is, Cyrene and Parietonium —were 
added, received the title of Augustalis. Middle 
Lower_ Egypt, with Libya, were under his spe 
apervision ; and in place of the epistrategoi of the 

Thebaid, Heptanomis and Delta are found in the 
ime of Theodosius 1I., the prasides of Arcadia, 
Augustamnica Secunda, Thebais, and Aegyptiaca, and 
of the two_divisions of Libya, and_the corrector of 
Augustamnica Prim: y forces were placed 
under a dux, whose authority extended over the whole 
country, till about 380 A.D., when the province wa 
split up_into three mil ions—the  limes 
Aegypti, including Lower and Middle Egypt, under a 
comes; the Thebaid, under a dux; and the two 
divisions of Libya, likewise under a dux.019 

The prefect of Egypt was not only deprived of 
his control of the troops by the appointment of the 

         
  

        

     

    
  

     

  

       

    
      

       
effected more ch: 
duties of the offici       

  

       

  

    
    

    

   

  

    

       

       

  

      

   



  

   
   

comes under the Diocletianic 
also superseded 
the catholicus, who apparently took the plac 
diologos, but was not, as he had been, subordinate 
the prefect. The dioiketes, who had special charge of 
the imperial domain land, continued to exist with the 

: of epitropos of the royal property.(19 
27. Among the subordinate officials the strategoi 

almost disappear in the Byzantine period, and their 
place appears to have been taken in the Arsinoite nome 
by the pagarchs, who were not, however, like them, 
appointed to the charge of a nome, but merely to that 
of a pagus or division of a nome.(*) In the Hermo- 
politc nome the praepositus pagi held an identical 
position.() At Oxyrhynchos there is found another 
official, the logistes, who more nearly resembled the 
strategos in the extent of his jurisdiction over the 

   

    
  

  

    

    

      

    

    

   

  

      
      

whole nome, and who fulfilled similar dutics : 02 he i 
once associated with the strategos.02) 

  

28. The local government of the towns continued in 
the hands of the senates; while in the villages the 

clders likewise remained as the chief authorities of 
their 15,030 A few other minor officials appear— 
the ephor and the quadrarius, associated with the 
komarch, and subordinate to the praepositus pagi, and 
the exactores, who had taken the dutics of tax collection 
which formerly belonged to the praktores: these were 

appointed by nomination for one year, a second year of 
office_only being allowed if such were the custom of 
the district, or if no other suitable persons could be 

found 02 
29. The military authorities still took a considerable 

part in the administration of justice, especially with 
regard to criminal offences. The correspondence of 
Flavius Abinneus, prefect of the camp at Dionysias in 

gn of Constantius 11, shows that complaints 
aid before him with petitions for 

injuries ; and the superior officer whose 
aid he was requested to invoke was the dux, another 

tary official.(2) That his judicial functions were 
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perhaps somewhat irregular, may be gathered from the 
fact that on one occasion a serious dispute as to juri 
diction arose between him and the civil officials 
However, though as a military officer he may not have 
possessed any statutory powers in such legal matters, 
his authority was unquestionably recognised; and he 

     

    

   
      

had the great advantage over the local officials, that his 
decisions could be promptly enforced by the soldiers 
under his command. It was probably this considera-      
tion more than any other which caused the frequent 
reference of criminal cases in Egypt to military officers. 

30. In the sixth century fresh officials occur in sub- 
ordinate posts : the epimeletes of the public treasury ;1) 
the ethnikos and embolator or arkarikarios, who were 
both collectors of taxes ;129 the pronoctes, who was 
also a financial official. 4 But it is interesting to 
observe how almost the whole government of a village, 
apart from the mere duties of ollection, seems to 
have passed into the hands of the wealthy landed 
proprictor in some cases in the Oxyrhynchiie nome, 
where the leading house was that of Flavius Apion ; 
so that on one occasion a village actually describes 
that house as its pagarch. This custom had been 
attacked by the laws against patronage ; but the orders 
of the government were of ittle avail against the needs 

of the Egyptians.0) 
Note IX., p. 216, for a comparison of the ancient 

and modern local government of Egypt.] 

  

    

    

        
  

    

  

      

       

   



CHAPTER II 

Thg FiRsT CENTURY OF RoMaN RULE 
30 B.C.=68 A.D. 

  

  

AUGUSTUS. 

    

      

  

    
   

   

Buildings. s Nikopolis. Sok- 
nopaiou peribolos of temple of 

temple 
Koptos 3 
temple K  orth walls, te 
J. Debots west wall of temple.Talmis 
temple.  Dendur: front wall of temple, 
Psclkis ¢ pronaos completed. 

the cases where the name 
of Augustus appears on buiklings, it 

t a work previously 
R e 

  

  

    
     

   

   
  begu 

small ehapel at Koptos 
have been entirely buit in s reign. 
x Tentyra was dedicated for him. 
inscrip Soknopnion Nesos in the Ghizeh Mu 

fors to 4 building wirich hias probably been destroved.  The 
ilding of Nikopolis is mentioned by Dio Cassius (1. 18).] 

Inscriptions, —Hi iv. 69, 70, 71, 72, 73. Demotic s 
LD. v LG, 4715, 4723, 4009, 50805 M.A. 
61, 6 i Tray. 1506, p. 62 3 Lumbroso, Docu 
mend Greei del Mus, Egiz. di Torino, App. 11. _Trilingual 
Sitaungsb. . Kaiserl. Akad. zu Berlin, 1806, p. 469. 

U R st S0 GG s 46 i s 
e, Hawara, p. 36, No. Pap. B 

   

    
    

The propylon of 

               
  

         
    

  

                
          

Ostraka.—B.M. 1612, 12,618 (R.E. iv. p. 13). 
1. Tue deaths of Antony and Cleopatra secured the 

immediate recognition of Augustus as their successor 
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URY 30 0:c.468 A:p.   

the population of Lower Egypt ; and he was thus 
ble to ret to Rome, leaving to the prefect the 

ater part of the work connected with the settlement 
of the country. Before his 
departure, however, he took 
three steps to impress upon 
the Greeks of Alexandria that 
they were no_longer to look 
for special privileges as from 
rulers of their own race, or 
to arrogate to themsel 
position of a sovereign 
In addition to depriving them 
of their senate,0) and thus 
destroying the most  char- 
cty lly Hellenic part of 
the local ~ government, he 
ranted to the Jews of the 
ty a renewal of all the rights 

and privileges which they had 
cnjoyed under the Ptolemies, 
thus placing them ona position 
of equality with the Greeks, 
or even of superiority ; for, 
on the one hand, they were 
allowed to choose an eth- 
narch or a council of elders 

to regulate their own affairs,) while the Greeks 
lost their right to_elect a scnate; though, on_ the 

wble to pay the poll tax, from 
h the Greeks were free.  These concessions were 

granted to the Jews by Augustus, to whom that 
nation had been of considerable service, in the tecth 
of a request from the Greeks for their refusal. 
The third blow aimed at the Greek population 
which if it had succeeded in its object would 
have been the heaviest of all, was the foundation 

ty, named Nikopolis, four miles east of 
)" To this Augustus seemingly designed 

to remove the seat of government and the official 
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SUBJUGATION OF UPPER EGYPT i 

celebrations of religion.  But the new settlement never 
flourished, and only 
continued to exist as 
the camp of the Roman 
garrison. 

2. The submission 
of Lower Egypt to the 
Roman  government 
did not carry with it 
that of the southern 
districts, which for 
many years had been 
subject in little more 

: to the kings, 
So the first 

I to th e 
new prefect, Cornelius Augustus adoring Isis: Ter 
Gallus, consisted in suppressing disturbances up. the 
country. Heroopolis was the first city to rise ag: 
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Phila:: Temple of Hathor. 

the Romans, and to be retaken.0%) A more widely 
i 
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spread revolt was ¢ 
of the Roman tax: 

  used in the Thebaid by the arriva 
ollectors ; but the Egyptians were 

match for the legions 
which followed.” In 
fifteen days the rebels 
were crushed in two 
pitched battles, and the 
country was  secured 
by the reduction of 
the towns of Boresi 
Koptos, Keramike, Di 
ospolis, and Ophieum. 
The prefect marched 
on to Syene, and on 

and the island of P! 
ambassadors of _the 

ns. The region beyond the First 

     
  

  

   

  

      - —Khnum forming August 
ekt giving him lfe: Tenty     

  

        king of the Athiopi 

  
FiG. 5 Talmis: Front of Temple. 

  

taract had been for over a century entirely independ- 
ent of Egypt; and Gallus, not caring to venture into



THE EARL 

  

iST PREFE 

  

s 19 

unknown country, came to te 
by which the border territory known as the Triakon- 

schoinoi was constituted 2 Roman protectorate, but 
Ieft in the hands of the Ethiopians. 1) 

3. This easy conquest of the country was celebrated 
by Gallus with such extravagant praise of himself, that 
he aroused the displeasure of his master. He caused 
statues to be set up in his honour, and inscriptions 
be carved on public buildings ; and Augustus, lest the 
Egyptians should hold the viceroy above the emperor, 
recalled him from his province ; whereupon he com- s nc 
mitted suicide.0% 

4 His suce 
to suppress a i 

ms with the ambassadors, 
    

  

  

  

     
  

     

  

  or, Gaius Petronius, was called upon 
g of the Alexandrians— probably one 

    

¥,   . —Tentyra: Temple from the south, 

    

ots in which the turbulent mob of the 
pt indulged from time to time.0% 

It was, at any rate, easily quelled; and the soldiers 
¢ turned (o the more useful task of clearing the 
ation canals, which had silted up during the rei 

of the later Ptolemies to such an extent as seriously to 
diminish the amount of land available for cultivation.0% | 
The work was successfully accomplished, so that a 
of twelve cubits at Memphis, when the Nile was in 
flood, conferred as much benefit on the country as one 
of fourteen had done in previous years. 

5. Elius Gallus, the third prefect, was specially 
commissioned to subduc the districts of thiopia, 
Trogodytica, and Arabia. Through these the trade- 
routes from Central Africa and India ran; and the 

   
    

    

    

  

     

   



  

IRST CEN 

  

TURY [0 .68 A, 

  

ng that the valuable goods which they 
oduced by th    

    

   

   

   

ssne) 

Arabia with a force 
of 10,000 Roman traops, 
1000 Nabatzeans, and 500 

ws, the two latter con- 

ing supplicd by 
ngs Obodas 
The expedi- 

tion landed at Leuke 
Kome on the 
coast, where it wi 5 
and moved forward in the 
spring into the territory 
of the Sabmans. But 
by the time that the 
Romans had reached the 
Sabaan capital, Mariaba, 
Ithough they had no: 

where_met the Arabian 
forces in a regular battle, 
they had suffered so much 
from disease and want of 
water, that Gallus deter- 
mined on retreat, with- 

out making any Serious 
ttempt on the town 
nd withdrew his troops 

to Nera Kome, whenee 
he returned by way of 
Myos Hormos and Kop- 
tos.(110) 

6. The expedition had 
led largely through the 

@ b Kaade 

    

   
   

F16. 7.—Augustus : Taluis. 
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INVASION 

  

OF ARABIA 21 

acity of the prefect, who had wasted 
nd forces by an unnecessarily long voyage and 

march. If he had obta nation about 
ry he intended to invade, as he might ea 

have done from merchants, he could have learnt that the 
route to be followed was the more southerly one from 
Berenike to the island Katakekaumene. It was pos- 

Iy on account of this failure that, in the follow- 
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ing year, the governm 
hands of Gaius Petronius once more.0") During the 
absence of AElius € the thiopians 
had taken the opportunity to break off the friendly 

ations which Cornelius Gallus had established with 
them s and their muster of 30,000 ill-armed men had (., .. 
cized Syene, Elephantine, and Philw, defeating the 

three Roman cohorts which were stationed in_ that 
district. Petronius, however, brought up a force of 
10,000 infantry and Soo v, and drove them back 

  

ypt is found in the 
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to Pselkis. There three days were spent in fruitless 
negotiations, at the close of which the Romans de 
them, and successively stormed Psclkis, Pr 
the Ethiopian capital Nabata. Leaving a 

  

     

  

FiG. 10,~Dendur: Temple, 

    

Paclkis ; Temple and Pylon.



WARS ON THE SOUTHERN FRONTIE 

  

Petronius returned to Alesandria, only to be rccalled 
news that his garrison was besicged 
peedily relieved 3 and Kandake, the 

queen of the Aithiopians, sent ambassadors to Rome to 
sue for peace, which was granted, and their territory 
evacuated.0) A part of the Roman protectorate of 
the Triakontaschoinoi—the district between Syene, the 
former frontier town, and Hiera Sykaminos, known as 
the Dodekaschoinoi — was, however, now definitely 

  

       

  

    

    

Fic. 12.—Hiera Sykaminos: Temple, 

v fronti 
, and not () Fro 

  

occupied by Roman troops as a milita 
seemingly not subject to the civil authorit 

sed, like the rest of Egypt, as a nom 
this time the relations of Egypt and Athi 
on the whole peaceful. A few years later a mission 3 %e 
from Kandake into Roman territory left a record on 
its return at Pselkis; % but with thi ption 
nothing is heard of the Kthiopians for many years after 
the expedition of Petronius. 
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Buildings.—Philze: temple J, west wall; east wall and wall of 
hypostyle, temple K door M; colonnade F 
Gmbos 
bolo 
Athribis : pronaos of temple of Thriphi 

buildings cxecuted under Tiberius at Phile were all con- 
nuations of indert 5 as was the work on the 

temples and Ombos. ~ AL Apollinopolis Parva, 
Tentyra, and Athribis, additions were made or completed o 
old temples. | 

Inscriptions.—Hicroglyphic : L.D. iv. 74, 
xxvi. 6, 7, 8. Demotic s L.D. 
i a7in, 47 Ree: e 

Ostraka’—P.S. 
No. 15 ix. 

   
   

  

    

     
  

        

   

     
  

  

  

5, 763 Petric, Koptos, 
7, 53, Greek: C.LG! 

      43 A0} App. 
p. 62, Latin C.LL. i, 658, 

Nos. 12,13, 19, 21, pp. 1951,    

  

   

  

et N 
p. B.M. 14 

Biscellaneous . shele of Tibecius aoring: Hoas aad 1o (M 
om Apollinopolis Parvas a similar stele from Koptos (Pe 

Koptos, p. 22). 

           
     

  

   

7. During the remainder of the reign of Augustus, 
nd the whole of that of Tiberius, Egypt remained in 
astate of comparative tranquillity ; so that by the tenth 
year of the latter emperor the three Roman legions 
which had formed the original garrison of the country 
had been already reduced to two.0%)  The strict watch 

    

  

     
    

| which Tiberius kept upon his ministers tended to 
action or preserve this b 

might 
   nquillity, by checking any c:       
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have given occasion for disturbances among the people.    
  

lius Rectus, who sent 

to Rome a larger amount of tribute than that which
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had been fixed, for flaying his sheep instead of shearing 
them, 010 

he same strictness appears in his censure of 
sar, who, when sent out as governor of 

y of visiting Egypt on an 

  

Germanicus C 
the East, took the opportur          

  

Fi6. 15.—Tentyra: Portico of Temple, (Photo. by W. M. F. Petrie.) 

  

ian tour, ascending the Nile as far as Syene. 
He had, however, omitted to obtain permission from 
the emperor, and had thus broken the law laid down 
by Augustus, which forbade any Roman citizen of 

| senatorial , without such permission, to enter 
Alexandria: he had also taken upon himself to open 
the public granaries in a time of scarcity, and allow the 
stores of wheat hoarded there to be sold, thus lowering 
|the price of grain; and had gone about among the 
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All these 
retation, especi- 

people in a Greek dress, without gu 
acts were capable of treasonabl 
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L] 

FIG. 17.—Stele of Tiberi 
Muscum, 

adoring Tsis and Horus, in Ghizeh 
oto, by J. G. M.)      

ally when done in Egypt, the province which gave to



28 THE FIRST CENTURY o pec- 

  

and which was. 
tse of sedition 

its possessor the command of Rome, 

  

    Fic. 18,—Tiberius : Phila 

    w 

  

h any leader who might cal 
ted with severe reproof by Tiberius.     

  

Buildings.—Tentyr 
temple, Koptos    
    

    

   

Liypostyle of great 
passage dedicated 

  

[The buildings of this 
ently only © 
works.] 

Tuscriptions.— Wi 
(i 

    
Ostraki—P.S.B.A.x. pp. S41T, BM. 570005 

i, pp. 11T, No. 
Papyri—C.P.R 2425 Pap. BM. 177.    

  

     
Avillius Fla 
the various 
admi 
classes alike, o 

s, succeeded for some yes 
tions in Egypt quict, 
even-handed justice to_all 
nd by holding’ firmly under control both 
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the Alexandrian » nd the Roman soldiery. But 
on the death of as the reins of empire” passed 
into the weaker hands of 
igula; and the old - standing 
enmity of Grecks and Jews soon 
found an occa 
conflict in the ece 
the new emperor 
for the outbreak was g 
the arrival of Agrippa at Alex- 
andria on his way to the king- 
dom which his friendship wi 
Caligula had sccured him. The 
Jewish account of what followed, 
given by Philo and Josephus, 
naturally throws the whole 
blame on the Greeks; but it may 
be remarked that the visits of Agrippa and of 
son to Alexandria were always coincident with riots. 
The newly-made king was well known to the Alex- 
andrian money-lenders 3 and in his sudden elevati 
from bankruptey to a throne the mob saw an opportunity 
for the coarse humour in which they delighted: they 
dressed up an idiot with a paper crown, and led 
him about the streets in mockery of the parenu 

he disturbance once begun, as the Greek: 
el certain that Agrippa would lay the Jewish 

iend the emperor, they proceeded to 
on for their actions in the plea that the 

Jews had disregarded the order of Caligula for the 
erection of statucs of himself in all temples, and to 
enter the Jewish synagogues for the purpose of placing 
therein such statucs. By this stroke of policy they got 
the prefect on their side, and induced him to withdraw 
from the Jews the rights of citizenship, to have th 

ht of the Jewish elders scourged by the public 
tioner, and fo order all the houses in the Jewish quarter 
to be searched for concealed arms. Meanwhile the 
Greeks plundered and slew the Jews at their will. 

10. The attempts of the Jewish community to lay 
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mplaint before the emperor w 
Flaccus, until Agrippa took up the 
fluence was sufficient to secure the d 
of the prefect, for which a colour: 
found in the facts that he had not been able to keep the 
peace in his province, and had certainly exceeded his 
powers in depriving the Jews of the rights of citi 
ship: although neither of these arguments would be 

suppressed by 
¢ cause.  His in- 
grace and recall 

ble pretext might be 

  

   
   

      
  

  

      
  

      

    —Alexandria: Ruins of the Gymnasium. (Ainsli 
pL) 

Views in 

  

  likely to have any great we 
actual decision of the c: s the riots had arisen over 
the question of his own deification, and the Jews had 
been punished for opposing his wishes. 

- The precautions taken in eff 
n of Flaccus serve to show the s 

by a prefect of Egypt. A centurion was spe 
despatched from Rome with a_cohort of soldiers, and, 
on approaching Alexandria, waited till night fell before 

  

    

  

ht with Caligula in the 
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he entered the harbour. He then hurricd to suprise 
the prefect before any news of the arrival of the Roman 
vessel could reach him, arrested him at a supper party, 
and took him back on board without delay. 

12. Agrippa had effected the disgrace of Flaccus 
ble hearing at 

Jews sent to lay their 
This embassy, which was headed 

by Philo, was confronted by another representing the 
s, whose spokesman was Apion; and the two 

parties exhausted themselves in running about the 
palace after the emperor, and endeavouring to get a 
few arguments or explanations interposed in the dis 
cussion of domestic trivialities which occupicd most of 
the attention of the court. Finally, as the only ques- 
tion of importance appeared to be the worship of the 
emperor, the Jews were glad to be dismissed by him 
with an’affectation of contemptuous pity for a people 
who could not recognise that he was a god. 449 
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13. Agrippa reappeared in the tumults which broke 
out at Alexandria after the death of Caligula; and 
on this occasion the Jews were unquestionably the 
aggressors. They hoped to be able, under an emperor 

   



  

[0 -6 

  

who was more favourably disposed towards their nation 
than the late one had been, to 

ance on the Greeks 
nd Agrippa, whose influent 

was  still  strong  at 
procured  the 
Claudius for their claims 
the restoration of the rights of 

cnship and self-government 
which had been conferred upon 
them by Augustus, He went 
so far as to appear in public at 
Alexandria, and read aloud the 
imperial edict for the protection 
of the Jews. (9 
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14. The hatred of Jews and Greeks, however, was 
not likely to be stilled by such measures, and when the 
younger Agrippa, who had been made King of Chalkis 
by Claudius, came to play the same part at Alexandria 
as his father, the Greels, resenting his interference in 
their affairs, despite his friendship with the emperor, 
sent an embassy under Isidoros the gymnasiarch to 
Rome to make formal complaint of his behaviour.(%) 

15. Since the time of the expedition of Elius Gallus 

       

  

    

    

;_, i m 
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FiG. 23,—Hermopolis Magna : Temple, (Deseription de I'Egypte.) 

    

into Arabia, the Romans had learnt that the goods 
brought into the Red Sea ports by Arab vesscls came, 
not from Arabia, but from India; and they rapidly 
took the trade into their own hands. The discovery 
was partly made by accident, when, in this reign, a 
Roman tax-collector was driven by a storm from the 
coast of Arabia to Ceylon; (%) but the government 
took systematic measures to secure the monopoly for 
ships from Egyptian ports. In addition to steps for 
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the suppression of piracy in the Red Sea, a Roman 
fleet was sent about this time against Adane, the chief 
trading - centre of the Arabian coast, and destroyed 
it,059 apparently for purely commercial reasons ; and a 
special customs tarifT was adopted, favouring the direct 
Indian trade by the imposition of & heavy import duty 
of twenty-five per cent. on goods from Arabian ports. 

16. The development of trade, together ‘with the 
advantages secured to the Egyptians by a settled and 
arcful government, chicf amongst which was the im- 
provement of the irrigation system, brought a renewa 
of prosperity to the country, which v 
reopening of the Alexandrian mints under Claudius 
Very little fresh coinage was put into circulation in 
the Teign of Augustus, and by the time of Caligula the 
issue of local money had entirely stopped. 1t 
however, recommenced, and considerable issues of the 
debased silver tetradrachms, which served as the 
Alexandrian stater, were made. — Still larger quantities 

    

     

  

  

  

   

  

      

  

       

  

    

    

were struck under Nero indeed, so numerous were the 
coins then put into circulation, that in the hoards of the 
succeeding century they habitua 
total sum.(% 

  

lly form one-half of the 
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Sicle of Nero adoring Min, from Koptos, Petric, 

17. A fresh and unusually serious riot of the Greek 
and Jewish factions broke out soon 
after the accession of Nero. It 
was provoked by the expedition of 
a large body of Egyptian Jews to 
Palestine, with the object of setting 
Jerusalem free from Roman_ rule. 
The expedition itself was fruitless, 

but the religious fervour which had 
inspired it and sent it out, found 
further vent in a_quarrel at Ales 

, where the Jews attacked the 
amphitheatre in which the Greeks 
were assembled, alleging the ill- 
treatment of certain of their fellows 
i justification; and, but for the 

   
     

  

      

    
          

        
FiG. 25.—Karanis : Tnterior of Temple of Pnephers and 

Petesouchos, (Photo. by J. G. M.)
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active interposition of the prefect with a number of the 
Jewish elders, would have set fi The Grecks 
naturally indulged in reprisals, until the Roman 
garrison had to be called out to protect the Jews, and 
Secure them in their own quarter.Us) 

18, Apart from Alexandria, however, Egypt was peace 
ful.Tven on the southern frantier the iribes of the desert 
had ceased from troubl 

    
       

      

    F1G. 26,—Nero: Ombos. 

able ground above the First Cataract, and which secured 
peace because there was no plunder. A tribune, sent 
with a scouting party from Syene to Meroe, found 
nothing along the banks of the Nile but desert. (%) 

19. This mission was connected with a great scheme 
of conquest in the Eastern provinces to which Nero 
was devoting his attention. ~ One of the objects was 
the invasion of /ithiopia; and for this purpose, just 

0] before his fall he despatched to Alexandria some of the 
German legions.0% A year previously he had seem- 
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xandria, as coins were 
alley which was to 
d of the proclam: 

  

ingly been expected at 
struck bearing the type of the 
convey him ;@       

  

  
Fi6, 27.—Karanis : Gateway of Nero in Temple of Pncpherds and Vetssouchos. (Photo, by J: G i) 

tion of Galba as emperor by the troops, and of his 
ch, he thought of refiring to Egypt, or even ing for the position of prefect of that country.(59) 

   

  

20. On the whole, the internal condition of Egypt



    THE FIRST C    
had steadily improved during the first century of its 
government by the Romans. The immediate results 
of the conquest by Augustus, it is true, had not been 
favourable to its prosperity ; th de and agriculture 
had been rapidly deteriorating under the later Ptolemies, 
and the removal of all the portable property 

of the court, representing a large 
amount of capital, from the country, 
did not tend to improve matters. 
There was no remission of ¢ 
a large quantity of corn was 
drawn yearly as tribute; the 
of interest was high—eighteen per 

¥iG. o8 —Galleyof  cent.,0% at any rate in one carly 
Nero. (Bodleian.) —instance ; though shortly afterwards 
the rate, subsequently normal, of twelve per cent. is 
found ;A—and all signs point to a general scarcity 
of money. The conscquence of these difficultics may 
partly be traced in the several outbreaks under 
Augustus.  But gradually, under the care of a suc- 
cession of able prefects, the state of the country was 

  

      

  

      
     

  

    

    

    
       

  

    
    

  

  

    
  

    
      improved. The frontiers were sceured against 

vasion by the defeat of the Athiopians by Petronius ;       
  the external trade of the counts 

the development of the Red Sed traffic with India 
and the East; measures were taken, notably by 
Claudius, for the extension of manufactures and 
mineral workings; and the government encouraged 
agriculture by restoring the means of irrigation in the 
cleansing of the canals, first done by Petronius in the 
reign of Augustus, and subsequently by Balbillus in 
that of Nero. The increase in general prosperity is 
marked by the large issues of fresh coinage under 

ius and Nero.  The decree of the inhabitants of 
and the Letopolite nome in honour of Nero and 

fect Balbillus,0% which styles Nero the Agathos 
mon of the world, is probably more than a merc 

empty formula, and shows the actual fecling of the 
people towards the government which had done so 
much to improve the condition of the country. 

¢ was enlarged by     
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GALBA. 
   

     

     
        

68-6o. 

  

Thebes : small temple of Med- 
net. Habu. 

[At Thebes, the work done in previous 
igns was still continued  under 

  

  

  

Galba.] 
Inscriptions.—Hieroglyphic: L.D. iv. So. 
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than Alexandria, and were r 
accession of Galba ; 1% since the idea of an in 
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of /thiopia was not one that was likely to attract 
the new emperor, ct was dropped, 
there was no need wh: ing the garrison 
of two legions in Egypt. 

      

  

     

  

at Thebes was a continua- 
ier work.] 
eroglyphic : 

  

2. These two legions at first showed no desire to 
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EMPEROR-MAKING. 4 

  

rival the Roman armics of the West in the work of 
making emperors. They took the oath of allegiance 
to (;.llb'\, and on his murder they accepted Otho with 

equal readiness.0™ The three months’ reign of Otho, 
however, did not seemingly give time for the news of 
his accession to spread over Egypt generally beyond 
Alexandria ; coins were struck there for him at the 
imperial mint, but in the official and other documents 
of the upper country no emperor is usually recognised 
between Galba and Vespasian,0%) and Otho's name 
appears only in a single inscription on one of the 
temples whose ercction was continued through all the 
changes of ruler: 

  

       

  

       

  

   
  

         

VITELLIUS 

69. 

3. The news of the proclamation of Vitellius by the 
troops in Germany, however, induced the Egyptian 
urmy to take action, and they joined with the other 
legions of the East in finding a candidate of their own. 
In less tha nonths afier the death of Otho and 
the acces n, who had already 

nperor by the troops under his com- 
mand in Sy mally proclaimed at Alexandria (6o, July st 
by the prefect Tiberius Julius Alexander.0%)  With 
the support of all the legior ypt, he 
S T e e b 
have starved out Rome by simply cutting off the Egyp- 
tian corn supplies, as indeed he was A(l\ht.(l to doby 

  

    
    

    

     

  

            
   

        

  

   

  

o et Mu 
tian to crush the forces of Vitellius in Italy.
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VESPASIANUS. 
  69 

Buildings.— is: temple of Prepheros. 
Latopolis: architrave. Onsis of Dak- 
Jiél: temple of Ammon Ra. 

[The gateway of the temple of Pnepheros 
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Apart from this, his name only appe 
on minor parts of buildings in progress. 
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4. Vespasian himself proceeded to Alexandria, that 
he might be ready to adopt the plan of starvation, if 
his_army were defeated.0")  Very shortly after h 
arrival, however, he reccived the news of the defeat 
and murder of Vitellius, and of his own recognition at 
Rome.0%  He was naturally reccived in great state by 
the Alexandrians, who had not been favoured with the 
sight of a Roman emperor since the departure of 
Augustus after his conquest, and must have felt how 
greatly the position of their city was changed from 
that which it held in the days when it was the home 
of the kings of Egypt. So Vespasian found himself 
treated as a god. A blind man, and_one with a 
withered hand, came to him to be healed, in accordance 
with advice which they said they had reccived from 
Sarapis ; and the report went abroad that he succeeded 
in restoring them, the one by spitting upon his eyelid: 
the other by trampling upon him. e was also vouch- 
afed a vision in the temple of Sarapis, where he saw 
Basilides, one of the best known men in Alexandria, 
who was actually at that moment lying seriously ill 
many miles away.¢ 

But the Alexand 

    

  

      
  

  

       
   

     

  

   

  

  

  

  

   

    

ns soon found out that their 
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god was essentially a man of business, who was so 
Careful of mundané affairs as to increase the taxes and 
to claim payment of even the smallest debt from his 

nd they revenged themselves for the 
atment by returning to the habits of scurri 

  

  

          

FiG. 3r.—Karanis : Gateway of Vespasian in Temple of Pnepherts 
and Petesouchos. - (Photo. by J. G, M.) 

with which they amused themselves at the expense of 
their rulers. A tax upon salt fish won for Vespasian 
the name of Kybiosakies, and his anxiety about a loan 
of six obols, that of *the six-oboller.” He replied to 
these witticisms characteristically enough, by ordering 
a poll tax of six obols to be laid on the Alexandrians, 
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who had hitherto been exempt from the di 
to which all other inhabitants of Egypt we 
but his son Titus int 
the city. 0470 

  

  

   

    

    

6. 
Deiotariing, e F foseac d st il 
garrison of Egypt, were summoned from Alexandri 

    

   

  

tower, 

   reinforce the army whi 
e Ae e A R 

hey were apparently accompanied back to Egypt by 
who had taken r's place as commander, 
tthe Jews. During h 
me regard for the feclings of the people which 
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had formerly led him to intercede with his father on 
If of the Alexandrians: he attended the cons 
on of a new Apis bull at Memphis, and lent to it        

FiG. 33,—Roman Stele : in Ghizeh Museum, 
(Photo, by J. G. M.) 

  

state, crowned with a di This action, however, 
while calculated to increase the popularity of the 
Roman government in Egypt by the countenance given 
to the national religion, was viewed with disfavour at 
Rome, as if it betokened a desire to scize the crown 
prematurely, (17 
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ognit 
begun by Titus, was 
under Domitian, by the 
at Alexandria with the 

ally 
g to, the nomes. ! 

vigour of the various centres of wor- 

ship, and the amount of hatred e 
dered thereby between the 
of the nomes to which they belonged, 
is illustrated by an an 
by Juvenal, who du reign 
was sent 10 hold a subordinate com- 
mand in the camp at Syene. He tells how the men 
of the neighbouring towns of Tentyra and Ombos 
in the Thebaid, the first of which™ persccuted the 
crocodile, while the nd worshipped it, took the 
opportunity of a festival to have a fight ; and one of 
the Ombites, who was caught while his fellows were 

ning away, was killed and caten by the Tenty- 
rites.0) A more serious instance is preserved by 
Plutarch, with reference to the towns of Oxyrhynchos 
and Kynopolis, in the Heptanomis, where the Roman 
troops had to be called in to put a stop to r which 
had arisen in consequence of insults offered by the 
inhabitants of cither district to the god of thei 
bours. (7 

9. At Alexandria, however, the worship of Isis and 
Sarapis had long overshadowed that of all the other 
Egyptian gods; and from Alexandria the influence of 
these cults had Spread into Italy, where they had gradu- 
ally become fashionable in spite of the endeavours of 
the government to suppress them ; until Domitian him- 
self erected temples to Isis and Sarapis in Rome.(7) 
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Buildings.—Panopolis : propylon of temple of Ki 
propylon; Typho Latopolis : columns, 
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of Sarapis and Isis. 

ngs completed 

  

    

      

   

  

  

Kysis : pylon of temple 
  

      
    s of Trajan were the te 

of Philee, the propylon of the great temple at Tentyra, the 
pylon dedicated at i the propylon at Panopolis. 
The other works mentioned were still in progress at his death.] 
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10, Except at times of festivals, the Egyptians gener- 
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reign of Trajan the Roman garrison was reduced by the 
withdrawal of onc of the two legions which had been 
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ne,—   up till then maintained in Egypt.07 Even a 
usually the signal for disturbances,—which was caused 

the failure of the Nile to rise to a sufficient height 
flood, passed quictly ; partly through the prompt 

     
        

      
measures taken by the emperor, who sent back to Alex- 
andriq a fleet loaded with Egyptian corn from the stores 
accumulated in the public granaries.07 
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11 But at Alexandria there we nents of 
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disturbance ready in the mutual hatred of the Greeks 
and Jews. The crushing policy adopted towards the 
whole Jewish nation after the destruction of J 
had kept them quict for a while. A local rising in 

ssan Alexandria was casily put down by the government ; 
soan but in the following year, while the greater part of the 

Eastern legions werd away with the emperor, engaged 
in the Parthian war, the A gencral revolt of the 
Jews in Egypt, Cyprus, ¢, and to some extent 
also in Palestine and Mesopotamia. They massacred all 

¥ Qs 

   
      
    

     
    

  

     

  

FiG. 4.   Trajan 

and succeeded in the Greeks who fell into their power 
g they dominated g the rest into Alexand 

the open country. The Greeks, be: 
retaliated by putting to death a 

ained in the 
sicge unt 
flect s 
and Cyrenc. c 
R L N e e e Rl e 
went on for some months; but gradually all those of 
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     them who survived were driven into the desert, 
to take up the profession of robbers. In Alexandr 
the Jewish population was practically annihilated. 

    

  

oman fortress of Babylon. ~(Description de TEgypte.) 

  

consequence of these disturbances, Turbo rebuilt the 
fortress of Babylon, which served also to guard the 
head of the canal which Trajan cut from the 
the Red Sea,07) 
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  n. Latopolis: hy= Buildings.—Antinoopolis. Tentyra: Typhor 
nus: temple of postyle. Phile: temple G Mons Claud 

Zeus Helios Sarapis. 
[The tempie at Mons Claudianus was probably a work of th 

reign of Trajan and Hadrian, The Typhonium at Tentyra 
does not appe work done o it 
after this time. No inseriptions of Hadrian have be 
among the ruins of Antinoopolis; but the fown was cci 
planned, and its building commenced, by him. ] 
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s, which had not yet been 
ceeded to the throne, had 

wrought great damage to the buildings of Alexandria ; 
and when, in the courte of his travels over the empire, 

ched Egypt, he found ample opportunity for 
g his passion for architecture in restoring and 

12, These disturban 
quelled when Had    

      
        

       

  

gratify



HADRIAN AT AL 

  

XANDRIA 

    

renewing the temples and other public edifices of the 
capital. (%) 

  

Fic. 43,—Hadrian : Phila. 

  

13. His patronage was also extended to philosophy, 
in the persons of the professors of the Museum ; with 
whom he held discussions.(*) The advantage, how- 
ever, which might possibly have been ga rom such 
imperial condescension, was more than counterbalanced 
by the presentation to sinccure professorships at Ale 

ndria of wandering sophists, who were apparently not 
required even to reside, much less to lecture, but only 
gave the glory of their names to the Museum in return 
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for their salar Such were Polemon of Laodicea 
and Dionysios of Miletos. 1) 

14. The visit of Hadrian to Egypt unquestionably 
resulted in an artistic revival under Greek influence, 
which had been waning since the second century before 
Christ until this date. This revival is shown most 
markedly in the coinage, the types and style of which 
had been under Trajan strongly Egyptian in character, 

    

    

        
   

     
  

  

FiG 44— Mummy portrait: from Hawara, 

  

but suddenly revert to Hellenism after the fifth year 
of Hadrian.0%)  Another instance may be found 
in the series of mummy cases from several Roman 
cemeteries in the Fayum, notably those of Hawara 
and Rubaiyyat; on which the formal face modelled 
in wood or plaster is replaced, about this time, by 
a portrait of the deceased person whose body 

side the mummy case ; and these portraits, executed 
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  + Arch of triamph, (Description de I'F 
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DEATH OF ANTINOUS 5 

nctly the traditions of Hellenistic 

  

in wax, show dis 
art,1s) 

Hadrian was, however, & student of, and believer 
deas 3 and his curiously 

on is well illustrated by the fate of 
Antinous. youth, a favourite of the emperor, 
was accompanying him on his voyage up the Nile: 
According to the commonly received account, Hadrian 
had consulted the Egyptian astrologers, who promiscd 
him some prolongation of life or fortunc if he would 
sacrifice his most cherished possession; and  thercon 
Antinous drowned himself, or was drowned, to sccure 
the fulfilment of the promise.0%)  Whatever the exact 
circumstances of his death were, he was honous 

by Hadrian with a memorial in the shape of a city 
named after him Antinoopolis, built in Greck fashion 
and granted a constitution on the Greek model ; while 
he was made the hero-god of the district, which was 
constituted into an Antinoi The emperor, to 
ecure the prosperity of ty, constructed a 

road from it across the desert to the Red Sea, ending 
at Berenike ; but it docs ar that any important 
part of the Indian trad: diverted along this line 
from the old-established route through Koptos.(%) 

16. A second visit was paid to pt nine years (i3t 0. 
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TURY OF PROSPERITY (5-16: aus 

  

and his followers scratched on the northern colossus at Thebes, which they visited, according to the usual 

  

¥16. 49.—Hiadrian approach: Hadrian grected 
Kuh,' Alexandria. Alexandri (Brioh Museum.) (irkish Museu 

  

    

  

custom of Roman tourists in Egypt, to hear the musical 
sounds which procecded from it at sunrise.(5) 

  

ANTONINUS PIUS. 
1581610 

  

Alexandria : gates to cast and 
west, Tentyra s cast door,  Apollino- 
polis’ Parva: peribolos of temple of 
Harpokrates. " Thebess antehall of 

I temple of Medinet Habu, Lato- 
Sculptures. 

Tehonemyris : sckos 
temple of Am 

[The inseription of Antoninus s the Tatest 
that is found on the temple df M 

he work done at 
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The ga 
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andrians, in which the prefect — probably M. Sempronius 
Liberalis—was killed.  This disturbance is said to have 
brought upon the city the severe displeasure of the 
emperor ; but he is also reported to have subsequently 

ed Alexandria, and to have built a hippodrome and       
the gates known as those of the Sun and of the Moon, 
which w 
street w 

18. In the 

     
completion of a Sothi 

s, when the new year's day of the 
movable calendar had come rou 
the day on which the dog-star 
rose el he particular 
was_prol decided for political 

conside as the astronomers 

  

     

         

         Thocnix i of Antonnus Tias. (Boldan) ions. (15 

MARCUS AURELIUS. 
161-1%0. 

  

L. VERUS. 
161-169. 

Buildings. 
temple rep 

&> | teopolis: tempic 
$ buill,  Latopolis : 

EoeR outer wy I of 
€ olle| temple 

       

   

  

  

5 ple G. 
= ) [The building at La 
S| wlly|  potis st continued. 

At Busiris and Anc 
2 tzeopolis old  work — was repaired. The     on of temple G 

was perhaps 
elius s the 

atPhil; 
0, as the inseription of A     completed in this re 

latest found there.] 
Inscriptions.—Hicrogly 

4701, 4704, 4712, 4 
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19. The unusual event of a revolt among the native 
from the 

occurred  under 
s. The disturbance 

began among the Bucolic troops, 
who were recruited m among 

the inhabitants of the country, : 
employed for home service. 
soon assumed a national and 
religious char: The leader of 
the rebels was a priest, Isidoros, 
and he administered to his fol- 
lowers, when they took the oath . © 
of fidelity, the flesh of a Roman o 
officer whom they had captured 
and slain,—an act of ceremonial cannibalism which 
was typically E he Roman troops were 
defeated, and almost fell into the hands 
of the insurgents; even when Avidius Cassius 
from Syria with reinforcements, he was unable to 
meet them in battle, but devoted himself to sowing 
dissensions in their ranks ; and by these means he was 
able to break up their league, and crush the separate 
bands in detail.0%) 

20. Very shortly after the suppression of this rebel- fis an. 
lion, camé a military revolt, at_the head of which the 
victorious general Avidius Cassius found himself. He 
was said fo have been intriguing with the empress 
Faustina, in the hope of seizing the i 
after the death of Aurelius; but a false report that 
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this event had occurred, led him to allow his troops to 
proclaim him emperor.  Leaving his son Mzwcianus in 
Alexandria to take charge of Egypt, he went to Syria. 
to win over the army there, and was promptly acknow- 
ledged by them. But the revolt collap: 
as it arose: while Aurelius was prepa 
Cassius was killed by a centurion, and Mieci 
wise put to death by the troops 

   

          
       

    

a9     

  

    St—Antwopolis : Temple, (Description de IBgypte.) 

21. The emperor, notwithstanding this collaps 
visited the East; but the rebels escaped without severe 
punishment.  Most were rewarded for their timely 
submission by a_free pardon; and cven those most 
deeply implicated, such as the children of Cassius 
and Gaius Calvisius nus, the prefect of Egypt, 
escaped with fines and banishment. 0% 
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COMMODUS. 
So-192 

Builidings.—Karanis: temple of Pnepheros. 
Latopolis : west wall and colonnades of 
temple. 

[The work done at the temple of Karanis con- 
sisted in restoration of the propylon. | 

iptions.  Hicroglyphic: L.D. iv. $8, S9. 
Greck: C.LG, 
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of Aurelius did not long ¢ 
family of Cassius, as one of 
the first acts of Commodus, on 
his accession, was to put them 
to death.0%) 
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of th 
the prosperityof I 
to have been well n 
at the level which it rea 
under Nero. The broader 
views of imperialism which he 
first put into practice encou 
aged the development of the 
provinces ; and a similarly en- 
lightened policy was_pursued 
by his successors. The trade 
with the East continued to ex- 
tend; in the reign of Antoninus. 
or Atrelius, Roman merchants 
had got as far as China'; (%) and the v 
been shortened by the discove 
consequent abandonment of the 

across the open sea from the 
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     age to India had 

of the monsoon and the 
st for the direct route 
n Gulf to India. The 
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amount of the Eastern trade is shown by Pliny, who 
ated the annual value of the imports from Aral 

and India at one hundred millions of sesterces ; 4% and 
alternative routes for the land journey, in addition to 
the recognised ones from Myoshormos and Berenike to 
Koptos, were provided by Trajan, who renewed the canal 
connecting the Nile with the Red Sea, and by Hadrian, 
in his road from Berenike to his new foundation of 
Antinoopolis. This trade was now chiefly in Egyptian 
hands, and its profits went to enrich the country 
Agreeably with the development of trade, the rate 
of interest dropped to ten or twelve per cent. ;1% and 
the issuc of coinage continued to be steadily plentiful, 
while the standard was kept up alike in fineness and 
in weight. But in the latter part of the reign of 
Antoninus, complaints began to be made about the 
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pressure of taxation. The first instance preserved of 
a decree of the prefect, ordering those who had left 
their villages in order to escape the burden of liturgies 

  

  to return home, and promising a remission of out- 
standing debts to those who obeyed, is dated in the 

151 a0 seventeenth year of Antoninus ;0™ but shortly afte 
wards, similar decrees scem to have become frequent. (%) 
The Bucolic war dealt a serious blow to the agriculture 
of Egypt ; spread as it was over several years and over 
the greater part of the country, while the rebellious 
troops were drawn from the native cultivators of the 
ground, its effects were far more serious than those 
of the only similar war which had occurred in Egypt 
since the Roman rule had been firmly established—the 
Jewish revolt under Trajan, which did not concern the 
Egyptians so much as the Romans and Greeks of the 
ruling classes.  And the results are shown by the fact 

b the corn supply from Egypt to Rome had, under 
Commodus, to be supplemented by the institution of an 
African corn fleet.0%) There was also a distinct drop 
in the standard of the coinage. The mournful reference, 
in a letter of about this period, to the hardness of the 
times, probably gives accurately enough the general 
feeling of the 20 

    

    

  

     
   

  

   

       

    
  

    
    

   



CHAPTER 1V 

  

AY OF THE PROVINCIAL 

  

SysTEM 

  

   [B.G.U. 46, dated 
after his death. | 

  

ign ot Pertinas was recos 
   

nised by the 
  

R e e 
for news to travel from Rome to Egypt. e was pro- 
claimed emperor at Rome on 1st January ; and on 6th 
March the prefect of Egypt issucd orders for a fifteen 

ation of his accession ; a decree, 
the issue of which would naturally have been the first 
act of the authoritics on hearing of the event it com- 
memorated."  He was murdered on 28th March ; 
but on 19th May this fact was still unknown in the 

s an official document was then dated with 
o) 

  

    

  

  

  

     

    

    

DIDIUS JULIANUS, 
195 

  

[PESCENNIUS NIGER.] 
[195-194.] 

[Qstrakon PS.B.. Vi pp. 105 . No. 33 
Papyri-B.G.U. 4545 G.G.P. i 6o.) 

2. The successor of Pertinax at Rome, Didius 
Julianus, was not, however, accepted in Egypt. No 

o 
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coins were struck for him by the Alexandrian mint, 
nor has his name been found in any papyrus. The 
Egyptians had their own candidate for the throne in 
Pescennius Niger, the Roman general in Syria, who 
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i     had won popularity amongst them while he com- 
manded the troops at Syene, who guarded the frontier



against the wande 
for this popul 

plundering, according to the usual 
whom they were set to protect. He was di 
emperor b 
and people joined 
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ng tribes of the desert ; the reason 
ty being the firm hand with which he 

, and prevented them from 
astom, those 

ared 

      

men inorde   

  

   
the Syrian legions, and the I 

side, 
    

      

Buildings. — Latopolis: north and south 
walls, 

Zuscriptions.—Hicroglyphic : L.D. iv. So. 
Greek: C.LG. ¥ii. 4680, 4863, 4980, 

40843 Petrie,        

          
    

  

Papyri, 
B 
156, 100, 

392, 4, 

  

   

    
. In the struggle which followed, the 

importance of the 
granaries became  cvident. 
Severus, the rival of Niger, 
as soon as he was master of 
Rome, hastencd to_sceure, 
not Egypt, but Africa, in 
order 1o protect the corn 
supply of the capital ; show 
ing that it was no longer 
possible for the master of 
gypt to starve Rome into 

submission, as Vespasian had 
proposed to do.C% Ul 
mately, the troops of Niger (isan. 
were defeated by Severus at 
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Cyzicus; and the latter thus secured undisputed pos- 
séssion of the empire.(%) 

an] 4. Some time afterwards, he visited Egypt, and 
restored to the ndrians the privileges of local self- 

government by a senate, 
which had been taken away 
from them by Augustus. % 
The general tranquillity 
which had  prevailed for 
many years in Alexandria 
—only one disturbance, in 
the feign of Antoninus, 
having been recorded since 
the last g1 

the Greek 
ighty years before this date 

  

     

  

  

  

     

    

     

   

    

tions, 
the emp     

CARACALLA. 

    

  

Buildings.—Latopolis : outer walls of temple. A ia: camp. 
Tnseriplions—Hicroglyphic : . 3.0 

4956, 497, 4955, 495, 4900, 4993, 49943 M.A. 60, 103, 104, 105, 1085 ciric, Koplos, ch. vi 

    

No. 6. 
Ostraka.—C.1G. iii. 5100%, 5109% P.S.B. A, ix. p. 108 ; Lumbroso, 

Documen i del Mus. Egiz, di Torino, vii.    
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VISIT OF CARACALLA 
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with less pleasant results for the inhabitants. They 
had_exercised their talent for satire at his expense, 
scoffing at him for his 
mimicry of heroes like Alex- 
ander and Achilles, and for 
his murder of his brother 
Geta. On his approach to 
the city, the Alexandrian 
populace went out to receive 
him with honour, which 
he appeared to reciprocate. 
After a few days, he an- 
nounced that he wished 
to enroll as soldiers those 
of the youths of the city 
best fitted to bear arms; 
and, having thus collected 
a large body of men upon a 
plain outside the city walls, 
he surrounded and charged 
them with his troops. 

     

     
     

        

    Colossal head of 
Caracalla:_from_Koptos, 
Photo. by W. M. F. Petrie.) 
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face recut to 
alla: in 

(Photo. by     
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massacre which ensued was 
continued by the Roman 
soldiers on their return into 
the city, where they entered 
the houses and slew the 
inhabitants. Caracalla also 
abolished the games, put 
down the syssitia, and 
ordered  Alexandria to be 
divided into two parts by 
a wall; at the same time 
directing thelegionarics who 
had hitherto been stationed 
outside the walls at Niko- 
polis, to take up their 
quarters inside the city.&) 

6. Itwas probably shortly 
before the visit of Cara- 
calla to Egypt that the 
procurator Titianus  was 
assassinated by the orders 
of Aurelius Theocritus, 
freedman of the emperor 
\\l\nhclddLomm.’\ndingpou- 

n affairs.C0) 

  

  

    

  

   

  

    

   

    

    

    

Basileides, afreedman of 
Claudius, had exercised the 

chief influe i 
up to the ¢ 

had been actually made pre- 
fect by Tiberius.



  

CIVIL WAR IN ALEXANDRIA 

  

MACRINUS. 

  

Papyrus. 

  

more novel step was taken by Macrinus, who, 
¢ on_his accession to the throne, recalled 

Julianus the prefect of Egypt, and sent with Basilianus, 
the new prefect, a senator, Marius Secundus, as second 
in command. The rule of Augustus, which forbade 
the appointment of senators to ‘administrative rank in 
Egypt, was thus for the first time broken.(0 

     
     

   
    

  

AGABALUS. 

    

Ins   riptions.—Greck : C. 
D46 

PuppriB.G.U. 206, 413, 4 
R s, 5e5 Gomri b Bap bt eea, s 

8. Basilianus and Marius, however, were not left for 
long in peaceful enjoym r offices.  As soon as 
Elagabalus had been proclaimed emperor by the Syrian 
troops, the Roman garrison in Alexandria declared 
themsclves on his side, thus following the prec 

ases of Vespasian_and Pescennius Niger, 
both of whom were nominated in Syria and subsequently 
aceepted in Egypt. But the citizens, as the new claim: 
to the throne professed himself to be the son of the 
old enemy Caracalla, were naturally for opposing him, 
and supported Basilianus, who ha 
couriers who brought the news from Syri 
battle in Alexandria was the result, 
military got the better, Marius being 
anus fled to Rome.¢10 

      
  

  

        
       

    
    

   
  

     

      

  

    
   

      

      
    

ALEXANDER SEVE     

  

   
Greek: C.I, 

  

Inscriptions.—Demotic : L.D. 
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9. A justification for the action Tacrinus in dis- 
regarding the rule of Augustus m     

     Fi, 64,—Wady Khardassy : Greck tablets, 

  

even the chief, granary of Rome, and was r 
poverty alike in wealth and spirit. Thus it was no longe 

to be apprehended that a 
man_of influence would 
find it easier to gather the 

als for a rebellion in 
vpt than 

still more striking example 
of this decline in import- 
ance is preserved in the 
reign of Alexander Severus, 

who, when one Epagathus had led a_mutiny of the 
prictorian guards at Rome, despatched him fo Egypt 
as p s though this was a place where he would 

    

   
           

Roman lamp in form of 
aboat.  (Petrie Collection.)     
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be removed from any chance of making miscl It 
Iater transpired that’ the sceming honour was merely 
astep to removing Epagathus from the company and 
the memory of the praetorian guards, whom the 
emperor feared to offend, and then quictly having 
him executed.C1) 

   

  

    

MAXIMINUS, 

  

Inscription: 
Doyt B.GoU. 733 G.GoD . 635 GP.R. 6,845 Pap. B     

GORDIANUS L 
GORDIANUS 11 

  

BALBINUS. 

  

PUPI 

  

Us. 

  

GORDL 
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ireck : C. 
Pupyri—B.G.U. 84, 1415 R.      5004-5008. 

vii: p. 299, No.     
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H-249. 
L.G. iii. 5000, 5010, 5060, 

LGP ik 08, 717 C.P.R. 
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Inscriptions. 
Papyri—B.G.U 

Vi p. 209, 
10. A province which had reached such a low degree 

of importance as that shown by the foregoing events, 
counted for little in the making and unmaking of em: 
perors which followed the death” of Alexander Severu 
The Egyptians seem to have acquicsced in the decisi 
of fate and the western provinces; and the offici 
at Alexandria also recognised without question : 
claimant who was sct up. Such were the two Gordiani 
in Africa, for whom coins were struck in Egypt simul- 
taneously with those of Maximinus, whom they sought, 
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   but failed, to overthrow.1? In one way gypt 
share with the rest of the East a_power in the empire 
—by its poverty. The inability of the government to 
collect the revenue in the Eastern provinces compelled 

with the Goths on th 

      

     

        
DECIUS, 

  209-251. 
  Building—Latopolis : west wall of temple. 

    

[The name of Degius is the last of those 
which occur on the walls of the temple 
of Latopolis. 

Iuscrips Hieroglyphic : 
Papyri. 287 C.P.R    vii. p- 299, No. 1. 

    

   

    

  

gyptian 
¢ growing strength 

fanity obliged  the 
rulers of the country to recog- 
nise it. There had, indeed, | 
been occasional attempts, of 
a more or less local character, 
made during the second century 
with a view of putting down 
the new religion; but the first 

lattack uponit wasmade 
in the re ccius, when i 

ordained 
of compelling every person to 

Fic. 6.—Decius: Latopolis.  do sacrifice, on pain of de- 
on and death 

refused ; while those who fulfilled the t 
certificate from a magistrate, witnessing to the due 
performance. 19 
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MILIANUS. 
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RIANUS. 

    

VAL 
255260, 

   
Inscription. 
Pupyri—B.G.| 

  

  65 Pap. B, 211, 
GALLIENUS, 

    
[MACRIANUS 1] 
[MACRIANUS IL] 

[QUIETUS.] 
] 

Unscription.-—Greek : Petric, Koptos, c. vi., No. 7. 
Papyrus.G.GP. 3. 50.] 

Al state of revolution which pervaded 
re during the time of Gallienus, Egypt 

yptians followed, » 
the lead of Syr 

61 

    

      12. In the gen 
the Roman 
shared to the full. At first the 

they had so often previously done 
and recognised as 
emperors. Macri. 
anus with his sons 
Macrianus  and 
Quictus. €1 But 
when these had 
allen, the first two 

Hiyricum, the 
Smesa, the, 

ndrian  mob 
tured to expe 

ment in the making 
‘an emperor on its 

own account, and 
compelled Marcus 

  

       
    

    

   

  

    

   

scription of Quictus : from Koptos. 
(Peusie Colleetion.)   
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cept their nomination.     For a few months the Egyptian 
emperor ruled with vigour; he drove back the Blem- 
myes, who were haras: d was prepar- 
ing an expedition, probably destined against thiopia, 
when Theodotus arrived to support the cause of 

enus in Alexand 
During the contest 
which followed, the 
city was laid was 
by the opposing 
partics, who estab- 
shed themselves in 

Coin of M, Tl somians, Qiflerent  quarters, (British Museum.) and made the in- 
tervening _ space 

desert; the wall which Caracalla had built across 
the city probably serving to mark the boundaries of 
the two factions.  Finally, Theodotus got the victor 
captured Emilianus, and sent him as a prisoner to 
Rome, while Alexandria was left in ruins, and infected 
with disease. So great was the mortality caused by 
these various troubles, that it is reported that the 
numbers of the inhabitants between the ages of fourteen 
and cighty were only cqual to those of between forty 
and seventy in former times ; that is to say, that the 
population had been reduced to barely a third of its 
former numbers.1 

  

  

   

    

  

    

  

    
     

            

CLAUDIUS II. 
2682 

    

upyrus. P, i 0. 
13. During the last few years the power of the vassal 

state of Palmyra had been st ng under i 
nce Odwnathus; and when, death, hi 

Zenobia_aspired to independence from Rome, 
one of her first movements was to occupy Egypt. 
Odznathus, it is true, had been made by Gallienus 
commander of the 1 provinces, in which Egypt 
would be included ; but he had never been recognised 
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     there.  An Egyp med Timagenes, m the first 
year of Claudius, invited the Palmyrencs to enter the (5 av. 
Country ; and, in response to 

enobia sent 
an army of seventy thousand 
men, under Zabdas. The 
Romans, however, though 
inferfor in numbers, made 
a dogged resistan they 
were at first defeated ; but 
when the main Paln 
army withdrew, leaving 
small garrison of some five 
thousand men, these were 0.~ Miniatue altar, 
expelled by Probus, 2 Roman (Petric Collection.) 
general. Zabdas and | 
genes thereon returned, 
were defeated by Probus 
but when he atfempted to 
cut off their retreat ne 
Babylon, the superior local 
knowledge  of agenes 
secured the victory for the 
Palmyrenes, and Probus com- 

ed suicide. 1) 
14. During the whole of 

of Claudius the 
of the Roman 

ment in Bgypt was 
ally confined to Alex- 

he Palmyrenes had 
allied themselves with the 
Blemmyes, who were of kin- 
dred Arab race, and from 
their homes above the First 
Cataract of the Nile had 
recently been threatening the 
Roman frontier, which had 
remained undisturbed 
the days of Augustus. 
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possibly found support also at Koptos, where a_corps 
of Palmyrene archers had been stationed by the Roman 
government. The two Arab tribes now ruled the whole 
of Upper Egypt, and finally posscssed themselves, in 
part at least, of Alexandria. 19 

     
  

      

  

QUINTILLUS, 

   214 
yrene government, in spite of the fact 

rmics were fighting against the Roman troops, 
had not definitely renounced its allegiance to th 

or 5 and when its partisans obtained a foot 
andria, they struck coins which bear the he 
lian on_the obverse, while that of Vaballathos 

the son of Zenobia appears on the reverse.C1)  But 270 a0 Aureli relations with Zenobia, and went 
to He succeeded in 

iving ir adherents into 
the suburb known as the Brucheion, and there besieged 
them. They were forced by hunger to capitulate ; and 
Aurelian destroyed the greater part of the quarter 
which they had held, with the walls of 

lexandria, (20) 
16. There was still a considerable element of disturb- 

ance left in fter the expulsion of the Palmyrenes 
from Alexandria. The most dangerous encmy of the 
Romans was Firmus, the leader of the native i 
party, who was acting y 
and the remnants of the Palmyrenc army.  He actually 
held Upper Egypt, and e atened Alexand 
but Aurelian returned to Egypt and defeated him. G2 
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PACIFICATION OF EGYPT « 

PROBUS, 

  

Papyrus.—B.G.U. 4. 
17. The Blemmyes from the southern frontier of 

Tgypt now dominated the whole of the Thebaid, and 
ccessitated the attention of the Roman government ; 

and it was only by degrees that Probus, who had been 
Ieft in command of Egypt by Aurclian, drove them 

  

  

  

      

  

         

    

back to their homes. He had also to deal with attacks 
on the western frontier made by some of the wandering 
tribes of the Libyan desert ; and it was not un or    seven years had passed that he finally recovered from 
them Ptolemais and Koptos, the two chief military 
stations of Upper Egypt. He had, in the meantime, 

        
  

   (Petric Collection.) 

and the short reign_ of 
nperor by the Egyptian 

legions Florianus, the brother of 
Tacitus ; sing the order 
hitherto prevalent, accepted the choice, which was 
approved by the remainder of the empire.(*) 

v—6 

ath ot Aurelian 
named as 

after the 
Tacitu 
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CARUS. 

b 

  

The cconomic history of Egypt from the time of 
Severus to that of Dioclétian shows nothing but a 
decline from bad to worse. The oppression of the taxes 
was such that large numbers of the cultivators of the 
land were driven to leave their homes and live the 
of brigands; and a record shows that, in one part of 
the Fayum, one-sixth of the land formerly assessed for 
purposes of taxation had gone out of cultivation or was 
unoceupied. ) This may to some extent have been 

  

  

    

  

    

  

  

   
   

  

Probus employed his troops during the war 
with the Blemmyes in doing this work, which ought 
   

  

     

  

     to hav cgularly performed by ppointed 
als yearly ;&0 but the difficulty g a living 

{ agriculture was probably the chief reason. And     
   as no remission of the total amount of taxation required 

from each district appears to have been made, the burden 
grew the more crushing upon those who struggled on 

   

  

  

  

farms ; most crushing of all on the unfortunate me 
who were forced to undertake the duty of presiding 
over the collection of the taxes in their villages, and 
whose property was seized by the government until the 

full amount of the taxes had been paid into the official 
) The difficulty found by Philip in raising the | 

imperial revenues from the Tast has already been 
mentioned ; and the rapid deterioration in the size of | 
the coinage—it could not deterio in finencss— 

sments of the government. 
ins away to some extent the rise 

as, for example, that of corn, from cight 

  

         

    

    

  

      

  

      



DEPRESSION OF 

  

AGRICULTURE 83 

  

drachma to sixteen or ninetcen drachmse an artaba—in 
the course of the century ;&9 and the farmers were the 
Iess able to benefit by this rise, as the greater part of 
their produce was paid directly in kind to the State 
by measure and not by value; while the rise in prices 
had brought with it a rise in the wages which had to 
be paid to the labourers, who at the beginning of the 

ntury were receiving from one and two-thirds to 
three drachmie a day ; and, forty years later, obtained 
from four to six drachm.*D " The position of the 
Egyptian farmers, especially those who held large 
amounts of land, must have been desperate before 
Diocletian took in hand the reform of the emj 

  

    

      

  

    
    

        

  

     
  

  

   



CHAPTER V 

   THE STRUGGLE AND TiE CHURCH, 

  

BETWEEN THE § 
284-379 A.D. 

  

Building. 
[The arch at Phile was probably part of a scher 

for the island, exceuted undér Diocletian. ] 
Inscriptions. 1681, 4892, Latin: C.LL 

225 LA, 

  

      e of forti     
    

   

    
   

    
  

  

5 G.G.P i 72, 74 
p- 200, No. 2     78, 1103 ST 

8,    

t of the Blemmyes by Probus had only 
nroads for the moment. From year to 

newed their attacks on Upper Egypt, 
istance, and probably some help, antong. 

nhabitants, who could scarcely suffer more from 
their plundering than they did from that of the 
Roman government. The garrison at Syene was quite 
capable of keeping them in check ; and Diocletian 

devised a new plan for the protection of the Thebaid. 
The military frontier of the Dodekaschoinoi had long 
been Roman only in name ; and the dimi 
army in Egypt was unable to spare the troops required 

while little revenue was to be 
arrow strips of land here available 

there is no evidence that the 
Dodekaschoinoi_was ever regarded as a source of 
revenue by the Romans; it was certainly never organ- 

& 
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est of the country for 
1 withdrew the Roman 

ed in the same manner as th 
ancial purposcs. So Diocl 

B o al 

  

      

  

Philze: Arch of Diocletian. 

    
F1G, 73.—Roman lamps and handles, (Petrie Collection.)
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   fronticr from Hicrasykaminos to Syene, and invited the 
Nobatie, one of the wandering tribes of the western 
desert, to settle in the Nile valley, to protet 
Upper I nst the Blemmycs, promising them a 
annual subsidy in return for this service. The Blemmyes 

were at the same time subsidised by the Roman gover 
ment, in order to buy off their ravages ; and the fortifi- 
cations of the new fronticr were strengthened.¢29 

2. Upper Egypt had scarcely been reorganised, wh 
295 a0 disturbances broke out in Alexandria. Lu 

Domitianus, a Roman officer known to the Egyptian 
by the nickname of Achilleus, revolted, and was a 

cepted by the 

   
  

    
        

      
  

     
      

   

     
4 was obliged to come in 

person to Egypt in order 
to put down the revolt. 
He  besieged Alexandri 

Fic, 74—Coin of Domitis | for cight months, onitiis. (Brish Musoum, ) D (Britsh Museum.) gty ook it by storm ; 
was destroyed in the sac 

    

              
207401 

    and a 
which followed, 

he revolt of Achilleus wa 
letian introduced his monetary 
ms; and its nature, as an atte 

at part of the ci 
) 

      

   
   

in progress when 
and  economi 
apt by a Roman 

    

                  nander to seize imperial power, rather than an 
uprising of the people against Roman rule, is shown by 

    the fact that the rebel emperor found it advisable to 
adopt the cha which had been ordered by his 
adver and struck coins of the new monctary 
system.& The reduction of Alexandria was followed 
by the complete reorganisation of the whole provincy 
of Egypt. 

4. The prosperity of Alexandria hid bee 
diminished, especially by the sieges in the revolts of 

smilianus and Achilleus ; and Diocletian decreed that 
a portion of the corn tribute, which had hitherto been 
sent by Egypt to Rome, should be diverted to the refief 
of the citizens of Alexandria.&% In gratitude for this 
act of kindness from an emperor who had certa 

  

  

    
     

  

       seriously 
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no reason to love them, the Alexandrians set up the 
column, still standing, known as Pompey’s pillar.¢ 

The latter part of the reign 
of l)!udumn was a time of con- 
siderable disturbance in Egypt, 
owing to the persecution of the 
Christians, who now numbered 
amongst them a large proportion 
of the population, especially in 
Lower Egypt. The new system 
of government desired to secure, 
amongst other things, 4 more 
distinetly religious position for the 
emperor, in the hope tha to 
whom sacrifices were offercd, and 
who was almost a god upon c: 
might be more se 
assassination than the military em- 
perors of the last century had 

This desire was met by 
of the Christians 

and the struggle provoked thereby 
was nowhere more keen than in 
Egypt, where the traditions of the 
country mi led the govern- 

RO o been  andria. 

      

      
   

      

    

     

       

  

      

  

   

  

   
  

    
n would have fied as readily as Caligula had 

been.  But fanaticism did not die out in 
those converted to Christi anity ; and the endeavours 

of the Roman officials to secure the worship of the 
cmperor were met by an obstinacy which frequently 
degenerated into foolishness and wanton provocation.. 
It would be difficult to decide with any approach to 
accuracy the number of those who were exccuted on 
religious grounds in Egypt; but they were certainly 
many, and of all classes of socicty.() 
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GALERIUS MAXIMIN 
305-31 - 305-313- 

Iuscription,—Latin: M.A 
Papyris—F.G.U. 408, 6563 G.O.P: 

  

  

  

6. The persccution was carricd 
on steadily by Galerius and Maxi- 
minus, the latter of whom earned 

cd of the Ch 
After his defeat by hi 

rival Licinius, he designed to rétreat 
aise a fresh army 

though it may be doubted 
whether that country alone could 
have supplicd any force capable 
of w wding the troops of his 
rival.( To the support of Licinius, 

d to defend 

           

     

   

   

    

      

  

when in his turn_he h; 
his possession of the East, Egypt    only contributed eighty triremes 

Romantamp Ot Of @ total of three hindred and 
nform of @ gateway,  Hfty.(* 
(Petrie Collection.) 
       

  

CONSTANTINI LICINIUS, 

  

    

  

313-337- 
Inscriptions.—Greek 
Papyri.    : App.    

   

  

Inseriptions.—Greek : C. 
Bull. de Ix 

  

   
  

  

A oc, des Antig. de Fr 
Papyri. IR, 10, 193 G.O.P: i 

7. As soon as Constantine obtained sole power, 
Christianity became the recognised religion of the 

#3401 State.  But the Egyptian Christians had no sooner 
been  relieved from persecution by the government, 
than they found fresh occasion for trouble in sectarian 
quarrels.” The dispute which arose between Athanasius 

  

      
      

    

 



THE ARIAN CONTROVERSY 89 

ationship of the Father and the 
logical importance, had political 

nces which profoundly affected the history of 
lwr\p\ @9 The emperor was called upon to decide 
the point at issue in its earliest stage ; Alexander, the 
ishop of Alexandria, appealed to him, as also 

Arius 3 and as his letter, declining to pronounce an 
opinion, and endeavouring to pacify the opponents, 
produced no effect, he summoned a council of bishops [ 
at Nid to formulate a creed.®™ Their decision led 
to the excommunication and ba ll\l\nwn\ of Arius ; but 

when he offered a written explanation, the emperor 
revoked the order of banishment, and dirceted Athan- 
asius, who was now bishop of Alexandria, to receiv 
Arius into the Church again; and, upon the refusal 
of Athanasius to obey this order, he was summoned 

before a fresh council of bishops at Tyre, deposed, and fss s 
banished. 0 

8. Thus Const, 

              

    

        

  

  

    

    

          

    

       
      ntine had been placed in a pecul 

position with relation to the Christian Churches of 
Egypt. He was looked upon, to a certain extent, as 
arbiter of theological quarrels, with the civil powe 
his hand to enforce his decisions; but these deci 
were only accepted by the parties in whose favour they 
were given, and consequently the civil power became 
an instrument of constant use for the scttlement of] 
ceclesiastical matters.  The natural consequence of 
this confusion of the functions of Church and State 
was, that the bishops began to arrogate to themselv 
the rights of civil officials ; and the charge of attempt- 
ing to levy a tax, in the shape of a linen garment, for 
the support of the Church, was laid against Athanasius, 
who would thereby be infringing what had always been 
regarded in Egypt as the sole prerogative of the 
emperor. It is true that taxes had previously be 

ned by the rulers of Egypt, alike native, Greek, 
nd Roman, for the expenscs of the worship of the 

national gods; and Athanasius may have held that he 
was _entitled to claim assistance for his religion in a 

but his unauthorised action was taken 
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to be one of the signs of a de 
government of Constantin 

9. Relations were constantly st 
emperor and the people of Alexandria. They 
supported his - rivals Maximinus and Licinius; 

taken together with the notorious unquiet- 
ness of the ns, probably contributed to_ the 
decision of Constantine, to set aside the city which 
had been the chief one of the Greek East in favour of 
Byzantium, when he wished to found a new capital 
for the empir his slight upon Alexandria did not 
tend to improve the fecling of the inhabitants towards 
the emperor ; and one Philumenus attempted to raise 

rebellion in Egypt, with the assistance, as it was 
said, of Athanasius; but his plans were discovered 
and crushed before ous rising could oceur. 

  

  

  

     
  

   

  

    

  

   
    

    

  

                 
      

to yet more serious consequences, when the death of Con- 
stantine placed Egypt in the hands of his w 
Constantius. Athanasius now returned to Alexandria 3 
and at first the support of the two other partners in 
the empire, Constantine I1. and Constans, protected 
him against any interference by Constantius, who 
lone of the three belonged to the oppos 

But as soon the death of Constantine II. 

hand to Constantius, he deposed Atha 
gory clected as patriarch of Alexandr 

by a council of bishops held at Antioch. It was not, 
however, until an armed cscort was sent with him 
that Gregory ventured to enter Alexandria; and the 
metropolitan church was held against him by the sup- 
porters of Athanasius, till Syrianus, the general in 
command of the escort, threatened to storm it.C+) 

    
    
  

    
      

     

      3040 le 
and had G    
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ius thereupon withdrew, and sought refuge a 
Rome, where he secured the support of Gonstans 
of Julius the bishop of Rome; and their joint threats 

nd arguments, after a_conference at Constantinople between Constantius and Athanasius, secured the cor 
clusion of an agreement, whereby the emperor and the 
bishop promised each to restore his theological op- 
ponents to the places from which they had been ejected. 
thanasius accordingly once more resumed his office 

in Alexandria, where his supporters had kept up a 
continual disturbance in his absence; they had even 
succeeded in expelling the Arians from many monas- 
teries, and in burning the metropofitan church, of which they had been dispossessed. G 

11. That the fear of civil war with onstans was. 
reason which had prompted Constantius to 

ake peace, was shown by the fact that, immediately 
fier the death of his brother, he dircoted Athanasius 

to leave Egypt. This dircction was disregarded, and it was over a before Constantius ventured to 
take further stéps. At length Syrianus the general 
threatened Athanasius with expulsion by force of arms, 
and carried his threats into effect by attacking him in 
church. The bishop, however, cscaping from  the 
general slaughter, took refuge with his friends ; and they 
Successfully concealed him from the emperor' 
saries, who were ordered to produce him dead or alive 
Meanwhile the Arian party chose for their patriarch 
George of Cappadocia, who at once began a course. 

inst his opponents, relying 
assistance of the government to crush a 

who disagreed with him. ¢ 

  

   

         
    

       
      

  

      
  

       

  

    

      
      

     
  

     

  

  

  

       
        

   

  

      
   

of vigorous measures ag 
upon the 
thos 

  

      
    

    

G.O.P. 5. 93. 

  

sion of Julian put a new aspect on the 
igious conflicts of Alexandria. During the disputes 

between the Athanasians and Arians of the last two 
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    ns, both parties had had, at any rate, one common 
sround, in the destruction o conversion to Christian 
uses of all temples and other monuments of polytheism, 
and they could excrcise themselves in this work with- 
out any fear of drawing down upon their heads the 
displeasure of the government. But now the followers 
of the older religions had the emperor on their side, 

eded to take thei They pr 
omplaints against Artemius, the military 

ader in Egypt, and George, the bishop; and, 
though Julian refused to sce a deputation which came 

nstantinople to bear these complaints, he_sum- 
moned Artemius before him, and condemned him to 
death, scemingly for misusc of his authority. As soon 
as the news of his exccution reached Alexandria, the 
mob rose and attacked George, against whom they had 
been cherishing a grudge, as well for a proposal made 
by him to the late emperor that a special house tax 
should be laid on Alexand for destroying the 

nples ; they murdered him in the street, and with 
n Dracontius the imperial treasurer, and Diodorus, 

  

    

    

  

  

  

    
            

    

  

    

  

       
  

     
   

     

       

  

13. | cts of violence were tacitly approved by 
the government, though the emperor wrote to say that 
if there should be similar outrages again perpetrated, 
he would punish the offenders.  But it is probable that 
they were as much the work of the Athanasian faction 
as of the pagans, or at any rate of the mob, who held no 
particular_opinions, and were ready to support the 
party who were most violent at the moment. At any 

¢, Athanasius forthwith reappeared in triumph ; and 
though Julian first published an edict ¢ him 
from Alexandria, as one who had been banished and 
had returned without permission, and subscquently 
wrote threatening to fine the prefect if Athanasius were 
found in Egypt, he does not appear to have left the 
capital, but to have enjoyed sufficient sccurity in the 
homes of his followers.¢19 
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14. The Athanasi 
of their own sect 
to come out of concealm 
the functions of patriarch of / 

  

VALEN:    
364 

    

pylon. Alexandria gates of Bruchcion: 
a6 Allibiaiis’ onlyilaiown' feom (he nscription 

e Giiizch Museii: " THe excetioalolhe. aates 
b of Bricheion at Altxandsia is mieatioacd by Jobin 

fou (e, 820.] 
InscriptionsGGre App. 
PapyismGoGD: b 54 

15. This state of peace between the Egyptians and 
the government, however, was of short duration. The 
partition of the empire betw ian and Valens 
B e i 

an, he came at once into conl 
of the Egyptian Christians. The popularity of 

Athanasius, indeed, enabled him to procure the revoca- 
tion of an edict of banishment which the prefect had 
issued against him on the ground that the original 
order of Constantius banishing him had never been 
revoked, and he held his bishopric thenceforth in peace 
Gll his death. But his successor Peter was imprisoned t 
by direction of the emperor, and the Arian_ patriarch 
Lucius, who had been originally elected by his party in 
the time of Julian, was supported by the imperial troops 
in what s described by the orthodox historians 
course of violent persecution.C49 His worst off 
however, in their cyes scems to have been that m( 

isted in the enforcement of a new law, which| 

abolished the privilege which the monks claimed of| 
exemption from military service. If any troops were | 
to be recruited in Egypt, where whole towns such as 
Oxyrhynchos, or even whole districts like the Fayum, 

         
    

  

    

     

             o 
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were under monastic vows, it was out of the question 
1o recognise such a claim to exemption ; but the monks 
stoutly resisted the attempt to force them into the 
army, and many of them preferred to risk death fight- 
ing against, rather th mperial troops. 

16. The need of in nents. brought 
home to the government by anin s, 
who advanced by the head of the Red Sea across the 
castern frontier under the command of their queen 
Mavia, 
Roman Empire. The imperial forces were apparently 
unequal to the task of meeting them, and they had to 
be bought off by a treaty, of which the only recorded 
but probably least substant conditions  were the 

marriage of a daughter of Mavia to the Roman gene 
fon of an I n bishop for the 

    

      
       

    
    

  

  

     
       

    
although they were nominally vassals of the   

       
    

          
    

tor, and the provis 
@0       

acen: 

    

orms of Diocletian apparently produced 
a temporary improvement in the cconomic condition of 
Egypt, o at an fected a check in the downward 
course of its finances. There is negative evide 
this in the absence of the complaints which 

so frequent during the previous century with 
the burden of fon; although this may 
the comparative rarity of documents belongi 

i was certainly a revival of trade with 
, Frument 

   
    

        
    

    

  

    

  

    with the 
ions now controlled the Ethiopian and Indian trade 

as they had done up to the time of Augustus; the 
Roman merchants having allowed the monopoly which 
the government then secured for them to slip out of 
their hands.  Before long, however, tokens of an 
i the poverty of the empire begin to be again 

in the cdiets of Constantius and Vale 
o the custom of patronage, by which 

two 
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communitics in Egypt put_them: 
tection of some wealthy or influe dividual, prefer- 
ably an official, who could assist them in any difficul 
with the government ;) while Valens issued spec 
orders that the curiales, who were responsible for the 
payment of taxes, should be prevented from moving 
from the towns into the country, and that they should, 

if they fled to the desert with the object of becoming 
monks, be seized and brought by ) Perhaps the 
most striking evidence, however, is to be found in the 
law of Valens, which decrecd that tribute should not 
be paid in money ; &) and, agreeably with this, it is | 
noticeable that comparatively few coins of the period 
between Constantius and Justinian are found in Egypt, 
while the cvidence of the papyri shows that small | 
accounts were commonly paid in kind. 

  clves under the pro- 

    
      

   
    

  

   
  

        

  

    

  

   

  

       



CHAPTER VI 

ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SUPREMACY OF THE 
CurisTiay CHURCH, 379-527 A.D. 

  

THEODOSIUS 1 

   

    Greek: App. iif. 16, Latin 
p. Gen. 125 Pap. Leyden 

    

1. THE troops which had been raised by the violent 
methods adopted by the officers of Valens were scarcely 
likely to be ready to serve the government which had 
pressed them, if any chance of escape were offered. 
Consequently, in th 
legions were partl 
hare) wouldlba Tess Fac 

rrison of Egypt was completed by the tr: 
it of a number of Goths who had been rec 

the imperial army.¢%) This was the first r 
departure from the rule which had been observed by 
previous emperors, that the Egyptian levies should be 
reserved for service in their own country. ) 

2. Immediately on his accession, Theodosius decreed 
that the whole of the Roman Empire should become 
Christian ;&) and this decree was vigorously enforced 
in Alexandria and Lower Egypt, though in the upper 
country the authority of th arcely 

  

    

  

   
        

      

    

    
     

     

      
   
government was sc;     

       
      
    

   

strong enough to sceure its observance, even if the 
off red to do this. For the most part, how- 
ever, ther too prudent administrators or 

  

too ans —if  ind      Christ d they were not



FALL OF PAGANISM IN ALE 

  

KANDRIA o7 
  

  actually pagans, as the more fanatical bishops and 
monks. frequently asserted —to try to force religion | 
upon an unwilling people : the morc so as the manners 
and habits of the leaders of the Christians were not such | 

¢ admiration in men possessed of any culture. 
3. In Alexandria itself, the practorian prefect Cynegius, 

with the imperial troops, assisted the patriarch in the 
work of conversion. The temple of Sarapis was the chicf 
point round which the struggle raged. The followers 
of the older religion gathered to defend it, till the 
streets became the scene of furious battles; at length 
they were driven into the temple, which they fortificd, 
and were only expelled by the military after much 
bloodshed.  This and most of the other temples 
captured by the Christians were turned into churche 
and the leaders of the philosophical schools w 
to withdraw from Alexandria.®) 
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Papyri. 

  

S0, 81, 812, 8: 

  

4. From this time the history of Egypt was chiefly 
determined by the patriarchs of Alexandria, and during 
the next fifty years, ular, little is recorded 
except with regard {0 the quarrels of the bishops and 
their followers, which gave the authorities almost as 
much occupation as did the forced conversion of the 
pagans. The position of authority in the government, 

ated to himself by the |)|~h(|p of Alexandria, as 
cil as the spirit in which theological controversy was 

carried on, is well illustrated by the history of the 
dispute which arose with regard to the anthropo- 
morphist conception of God held by the greater part of 
the Egyptian Church. Theophilus, the patriarch, as 
though those who did not agree with him were rebels. 
against his authority, and therefore against that of the 
emperor, took a body of soldiers and destroyed a 
number of the monasteries of Nitriotis which™ were 
inhabited by his theological opponents.®® In the civil 
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power thus arro; 
found an anticip 

ted by the patriarchs there m 
y of the Middle 

  

    

FiG. 77.—The Red Monastery : Tnterior lo 
(Photo by J1. G. M.) 

  

THEODOSIUS 11 
408-450. 

Papyrus.—B.c 

  

609, 
    . If the patriarch interfered with the authority of 

the imperial government by using the soldiers for his 
own purposes, the imperial officials also took their p 
in religious questions. Thus when Theophilus died, 
and a_quarrel arose over the election of his successor, 
Abundantius, the general in charge of the Roman 
troops in Egypt, joined in the fray, though his support 

not bring victory to the party which he joined.Ci0) 
sisan1 6. The new patriarch, Cyril, fell foul of the Jews, 

who had, during the three cénturies which had elapsed 
since their virtual extermination under Trajan, grown 
numerous and influential once more in Alexandria. 
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The origin of the quarrel is obscure: probably it was 
nothing more than the hatred of the Jews 
for one another, coupled with a desire on the part of 
the mob to plunder the Jews, who were far the richest 
part of the community. in any case, plunder of the Jews 
was what actually resulted ; their quarter of the city 

ed, and they were all dr m their homes. 

      

        

    

      

the city depended, by a mob of monks and vagabonds, 
was an act which the government could not well over- 
look. So Orestes, the prefect, tried to interfere ; but his 
troops were insufficient to quell the disturbance, and 
he only drew the hatred of the monks upon himself. 
He was attacked in the street, and wounded by a ston 
and the victory remained with Cyril.¢ 

8. It was probably the friendship of Orestes, and the 
consequent enmity of Cyril, which led to the murder of 
the philosopher Hypatia. The monks, clated at their 
success, sought to sweep out all the pagans, amongst 
whom they counted the prefect, from Alexandria ; and 
they attacked Hypatia, and murdered her in the Church 
of the Casareum.C5) 

9. Since the treaty of Diocletian had interposed the 
Nobatae as a buffer State between the Roman frontier 

Syene and the land of the Blemmyes, there had 
0’ comparatively little trouble experiénced in Upper 

gypt from the wandering tribes of the desert. The 
kings of the Nobatwe had fulfilled the task to which 
they had agreed, of making war on the Blemmyes, and 
had established their authority over the whole of the 
old Roman military frontier. But, in the latter part of 
the reign of Theodosius 11, the Blemmyes once more 
appeared in Egyptian territory, and ravaged the Great 

asis, defeating the Roman garrison, and carrying away 
the inhabitants as captives ; though they subsequently. 
restored the latter to the governor of the Thebaid, 
seemingly in order to be free from the encumbranc 
of guarding prisoners, when  their line of retreat was 
threatened by the neighbouring tribe of the Mazices. (%) 
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MARCIANUS. 

45 
10. This renewal of inroads by the Blemmyes w 

sign that the Nobata had failed to keep the term 
the agreement on which they had been settled 

453400 Nile Valley ; and the general Maximinus undertook an 
nflicted a 

re defeat upon them, and compelled them to make 
ace for one hundred years, to release all Roman 

captives, to pay compensation for damage done, and 
to surrender hostages ; the last stipulation being one 
to which neither the Blemmyes nor the Nobatz had 
ever before submitted. On their side, they obtained 
Ieave to visit the temple of Isis at Phil, and at stated 
times to borrow her statue, and tal r own 
country in order to consult it; a strange ion for 
a Christian Roman to include in the terms, which shows. 
that the old religion could still be recognised for motives 
of policy. 

11, Very shortly after the conclusion of this treaty, 
Maximinus died ; whereupon the Blemmyes and Nobafa 

once disregarded their agreement, and invaded the 
Thebaid, in which they found and recovered the hostages 
whom they had recenily given. But Florus, the prefect 
of Alexandria, returned to the attack, and compelled 
them to agree to peace again. () 

12. The relations between the government and the 
Church in Alexandria were growing still more strained. 
The former represented the ideas of Constantinople, the 
latter those of Egypt ; and when the emperor, to depri 
the Alexandrian mob of their usual leader i 
risings against his representative, obtained at a general 
council at Chalkedon the excommunication of Dioscorus, 
the patriarch of Alexandria, and sent to replace him an 
orthodox bishop in the person of Proterius, the populace. 
of Alex al nomince, and 

the imperial troops who escorted him defeated them, and 
drove the leaders into the temple of Sarapis, which they 
burnt with those in it. It needed a reinforcement of 
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two thousand men and a regular sack of Alexandri 
{o secure the nev bishop on his throne ; and their ¢ 

      

publxc ues, cl 
the corn supply. 

  

457474 

Fic. 73 A v+ North door. ~(Photo, by J. G, M.)
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duration. Since it was only by the help of the 
had been put in office, so soon as the comm 
that was called away to Upper Egypt, the Al 

chellion, and chose a monk named 
motheus /Elurus as their patriarch.  Befor 

ct could return to Alexandria, they 
us. But, in spite of this unmist 

as to the feclings of the people, the 
suaded by the advice of the bishops to refuse 
nise a héterodox priest ; and he proceeded to set 
the choice of the E; ol 

   

       
   

        
      

  

   

      
  

  

  

  to recog- 

  

side                  

  

    

LEO II. 
174- 

ZENO. 

474401 
14. At length the troubles which arose after the 

accession of Zenoat Constantinople brought for a time 
to the throne a ruler whose religious opinions were 
those of the the person of Basilicus, 

475401 who succeeded in expelling Zeno from his capital. He 
forthwith restored Timotheus Elurus to Alexandria ; 
and that priest held the office of reh until_his 
death, which occurred just in 
fresh ' deposition by Zeno, who had recovered his 
throne.¢ The Alexandrians then chose Peter Mongus, 
who was, as usual, deposed by the emperor’s orders in 
favour of his old nominee, Timotheus 
He, however, also soon died and thereon a_fresh 
dilemma was created by the choice of the people falli 
upon John. The new patriarch had formerly been sent 

representative of the Egyptian Church to Constanti- 
nople, to ask that they might in future choose their own 
bishops ; and he had been required by the emperor, 
before the desired favour was granted, to swear that 
he would not take the bishopric if it were offered to 
him. In view of this oath, Zeno apparently thought 
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     it the lesser of two evils to disregard John and recall 
Peter Mongus, who had been chosen by the Church on 
a previous occasion. He agreed to the publication by iy an. 
the emperor of an edict, styled the Henotikon, which 
was intended to restore the ecclesiastical position of 
things which had existed before the Council of Chalkedon 
had proclaimed war on the opinions of the Egyptians ; 
and, accordingly, provided that the decrces of that 
council should be left in oblivion. Peter, however, 
almost immediately disregarded the agreement, and 
banished from the Egyptian monasterics all monks who 
held to the Chalkedonian decrees ; to which measure 
the emperor replied by sending a reinforcement to the 
garrison of Egypt, and deporting the ringleaders of 
the Alexandrians to Constantinople.¢) 

  

  

            

  

           
       

    

  

e 
Peter, and the clection of Athanasius 10 the bishopri 

no and the whole 

  

      

        

  

      ans were lulled to ¢ %It was well for the 
ance of Roman rule in Egypt that they were 

ans, who had for some time been 
threatening the Eastern frontier, invaded the Delta. 
The imperial forces were unable to defend the open 
country; but they held Alexandria until the invaders 
retired, in spite of difficulties caused by the insufficiency 
of supplies in the city.¢7) 

16. With the view of distracting the attention of the 
Persians from Egypt, Anastasius sent an embas: 
the Homeritze of Arabia, to arrange for an attack by 
them upon _the neighbouring territories of Persia from 
the souih. 
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INUS 1. 

17. A second embassy was sent to the same Homeritae 
      by Justinus ; and the results achieved were satisfactory, 

as far as promises went. The king of the Homerita 
undertook to invade the Persian territory, and to keep 
open the trade route between Egypt and India. The 
promises, however, do not appear fo have been kept.¢7) 

    
    

18, In addi 
government of 
during this period to have concentr 
most of the wealth of the country. The monastic 
corporations. certainly held large quantitics of land, 
which were cultivated by the monks ; and the account 
in_the life of Schnoudi, how his monastery fed the 
prisoners recovered from the Blemmyes for three 
months, at cost of 000 drachm:e, with 83,000 
artabai of whe o artaba_of olives, is not improb- 
ably correct The manner. in which whole districts 
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were under monastic vows has already been noticed ; 
and this would mean that the produce of all the work 
of the inhabitants would pass through the hands of the 
superiors of the monasteries. These corporations were 
strong enough, both in their influcnce and in their 
buildings, to resist any undue exactions on the part 
of the government, and thus to sccure their general 
prosperity and the comfort of cach individual member. 
Those who were not monks, however, suffered severely 
both at the nds of the government tax - collectors 
nd at those of the wandering desert tribes, whether 

Saracens on the east, Blemmyes on the South, or 
Mazices on the west frontier.C™ ~ Most of all, perhaps, 
did Alexandria suffer, The expulsion of the Jews 
Cyril dealt a most serious blow to the trade of the 
as the plunderers who scized their houses 
the ability nor the desire to c ue their business. 
Chus a few years later an additional supply of corn (16 au. 

for the relief of the citizens, i 
decrease in population, w 
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130 145, 160 147, 148, 107, 20 
1. Tue first work in Egypt to which the attention 

as the quarrel of the rival 
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    patriarchs ; and he tried to settle the matter by se 
2 nominee of his own. But the patriarchs from Con. 
stantinople, in spite of the assistance given them by the 
imperial troops, were never able to hold their position 
long ; and when the sccond of Justinian’s nominees was 
expelled by his flock, he was perforce accompanicd by 
all other Egyplian bishops who dissented from the 
national Monophysite beliefs.C) 

2. Justinian met force with force, and gave the new 
the office also of prefect, so 

that the ruler of the Church would have more readily 
at his hand the soldiers who were required to enforc 
his decisions upon, and collect his revenues from, the. 
people_under re. The new patriarch signalised 
his arrival by a general massacre of the Alexandri 
mob, who refused to receive or listen to | 
stoned him in the church where he endeavoured 
address them; and thus succeeded in removing the 
most turbulent among the elements in the country 
opposed to his rule.¢™ 

3. This action on the part of Justinian with regard 
to the patriarchate virtually amounted to little mor 
than a transference of all the temporalitics of the 
Egyptian Church to the prefect of Alexandria; as 
henceforward that official, though nominal patriarch, 
exercised no_ religious influence, and probably p 
formed @ minimum of religious functions. The people 

gypt looked up to the Monophysite or Jacobite 
arch, who was_elected by the Churches, and in 

al government of the countr, 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

  

      

      
           

      

      

       
    

      

  

   
    

         

    

4. In addition to uniting the offices of prefect and 
patriarch, Justinian began to make regular use of the 
monks and their establishments for military purposes. 
The strong monasterics of Upper Egypt had for long 
served as refuges to the surrounding population during 
the plundering inroads of the desert tribes : and now, 
to protect the passes under Mount Sinai on the road 
to Egypt from Syria, which had fallen into the hands 
of the Persians, a group of buildings was erected to 
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  serve the purposes both of monastery and fort, and 
was garrisoned with monks   

    

Fic, 81.—Byzantine capital - from 3 
   

       
     

(T Report.) 

5. Any advantage which might have aceru 
Roman Empire struggle with the Persi 

   the treaties concluded by Anastasius and Justinus with 
the Homeritee of Arabia, was soon nullified by the 

quarrels of that people with the kingdom of Axum, 
on the opposite coast of the Red ‘These quarr 
arose out of the Indian trade, in which both nations 
had considerable interest. Th i used their 
heihbous o KilFE b man o AR E T 
the duty, of punishing them ; and Hadad the king of 
Axum made a successful expedition into Arabia ; after 
which he sent an embassy to Alexandria to renew 
friendly relations with the Roman government, which 
were to be strengthened by the despatch of an | 
bi\hop to Axum.( 50 

For a few years the Indian trade flowed smoothly 
Ihrol\;,h this channel, to the satisfaction of Justinian, 
who thus succeeded in diverting to his own dominions 
what had latterly been a source of profit to his enemies 
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the Persians; since, when the Red Sea route was 
blocked by the Homeritee, the only alternative line for 
the silk and spices of the East to reach Europe was 
through Persian territory. 1t was, however, necessary 
for Roman ambassadors to visit both Arabia and 
Abyssinia from time to time; and at length a fresh 
quarrel led to a determined attempt on the part of 

  

  

         

    

2.—Coptic tombstones ¢ in Ghizeh Museum. 
(Photo. by W, M. F. Petrcs) 

         
Elesbaan, the of Axum, to reduce the Homerite 
to dependence. His expedition was immediately suc- 
cessful, and he set up a follower of his own as king ; 
but the new ruler was shortly deposed in favour of 
Abraham, who, when an Axumite army was sent to 
reduce the country, won it over to his side, and defeated 
asecond. The Axumitze were thereon obliged to make 
peace ; and the hopes of the Romans—that they might 
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  succeed in harassing the Persians from this quarter— 
me o nothing. () 

. On the Southern frontier, the treat 
and Nobatw after th 

    

with the 
   

    

   
    

  

e LL.IM« A 
1, wheéther in consequence of renewed ra 

: tribes on the termination of the hundred years 
treaty had been made, or with a view of 

putting a stop to the continuance of pagan rites in the 
temples of Philac, which had bee d by the pro- 

the treaty empowering the barbarians to visit 
sacred island yearly for purposes of worship, sent 
ses the Persarmenian up the Nile, with orders to 

destroy the temple_of Isis at Phile; which he did, 
imprisoning the priests, and bringing the statues to 
Constantinople. 

8. A policy sim 

  

    
   

  

  

    

  

  

            

  

      
  

    

   

    

which has been suggested 
4 temples of 

treatment 

  

bex 
il he strictly enforced a law against their |L.|ching, 
and drove the leading professors to take refuge with 
the Persians. 

  

v. 5646, 
130, 134, 149, 195, 199- 

iy et L 
myes soon proved an unwise one.  The Roman govern- 
ment was not strong enough to keep its neighbours 
quict by force of arms, and the destruction of the temple 

of Isis at Philae had removed the one object in Roman 
territory for which they felt respect; so they resumed 
their_plundering raids, and obliged the commander of 

s77andthe Thebaid, Theodorus, to renew the fortifications 
of Phile,(59) 

Inscription. 
Papyri.—B. 
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10. Further measures were necessary, however, as 
these fortifications were insufficient in themselves to 
stop the attacks of the desert tribes ; and Aristomachus, 
the general of the Egyptian troops under Tiberius, was 
obliged to undertake A campai st the Nubians 
and Mauretanians, whom he det 

11. Egypt scems to have been rapidly drifting into a 
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       ate of anarchy, whil s and subjects alike did 
what was right in their own eyes, and the government 
at Constantinople scemed capable of nothing but vaci 
lation.  Aristomachus was accused of having behaved 
too presumptuously in his command, and was arrested 
and brought to Constantinople; but was promptly 
pardoned, and justified his pardon by his victory above 
mentioned. 
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e haotic state of affai 
n by some events of the next reign. Certai       

    

1 the Delta, “without authorisation from the prefect 
of the nome”; and when the officials at Alexandria 
threatened them with punishment, they collected a body 
of men, and scized the corn which was being sent from 
the country to Alexandria,—thus a famine was caused 
in the city.” The government acted with its usual vacil 
tion: John, the prefect of Ale: 

s soon as he had offered an explanation, was reinstated. 
This measure, naturally, did not check the riots in the 
country, and an army was required to crush the revolt. 
Another outbreak of brigandag one Azarias, 
occurred at Panopolis, but proved less serious. 

   

       
      

    

  

   
  

      

    

      

    

PHOC. 
602 610, 

  

   
Ree. Tr. vi. p. 63, No. 

  

Papyri—B.G.U. 
13. When Heraclius raised the standard of revolt 

<ypt became for a time the main 
lhnmkns was sent thither to secure 

d, after he had 
defeated ummp.n,d ge netallofiAIeka Tt oG 
walls, was received into the city with enthusiasm by 
the clergy and people. All Egypt thereon made common 

cnts, two of the prefects alone 
nding to the side of Phocas; but reinforcements 

from Constantinople, under Bonosus, soon arrived and 
de their headquarters at Ath In a_battle 
ich shortly afterwards took place, Bonakis was 

Killed, and the remnants of his troops were driven into 
Alexandria. 
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14. Bonakis was succeeded in his command by 
Niketas, who collected the Heraclian forces at Ale: 

andria, and went out to attack Bonosus ag 
this occasion the insurgents were  successful 
Bonosus rallied his troops at Nikiou, and continued 
to threaten Alexandria till another defeat had been 
aflicted on him, when he fled to ng 

Niketas master of the country.¢ 

  

  

      

      astantinople, lea       

HERACLIUS 1T 
610-641. 

314, 319, 305 
uvre, N, et 

., No. 185 G.O.P. . 1 
i, . 208, 

Papyri—B,      
     

  

  

15 During the whole of the sixth century the pressure 
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s on the eastern frontiers of the Roman 

had steadily increased ; and it was beginning to 
felt in Egypt when Heraclius was recog- 

s emperor. As the Persian armies advanced, 
numerous  fugitives from Syria and Palestine took 

v—8 
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refuge in Egypt; and when the enemy invaded the 
Delta, the refugees were driven into Alexandria. This 
city was thus crowded with a great multitude of people 
wholly dependent for their support on_charity ; and 
when' the difficulty of feeding them, which chiefly fell 

é6anlupon the patriarch John, becam n_impossibility, 
through a failure of the harvest, John fled to Cyprus 
with the imperial ge etas, and left the province 
of Egypt to the Persians. 

The new governors of Egypt entered into thej 
tance quietly, and almost naturally; as the 

Persian army was largely drawn from Syria and Arabia, 
whose tribes had been 
in_contact and relation- 
ship with the native 
Egyptians from time im- 
memorial.  Thus _they 
had no great difficulty 
in ruling Egypt; the 
wealthier classes had 
probably a large inter- 
mixturcof Arabs amongst 
them, who welcomed the 
rule of their kinsmen, 
while the fellaheen at 
the worst only changed 
masters, and possibly 

eferred the government 
clc monarch, 
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  of an Oriental to that of a ( 

The Persian rule in Egypt lasted for ten years, 
the revolt of the Arabs, under the inspiration 

of the teaching of Mohammed, deprived the king 
of Persia of his most effective soldicrs, and gave the 
Romans a_chance of recovering some of their lost 
provinces in the East. Heraclius marched through 
Syria into Egypt, and drove out the Persians; with 
them went the patriarch Benjamin, who had received 
his appointment with their approval when John, the 
Roman _prefect-patriarch, fled, and who would con- 

egarded by the Romans less as a bishop 
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chosen by the 
taken office under 

18. The Romans, however, were not left for long in 
the peaceful possession of Egypt, though the inhabit: 

of the country raised no disturbance at the fresh change 
of rulers. The Arabs, whose revolt from Persia had 
enabled Heraclius to recover Egypt, soon began to 
push forward against the frontiers of the Roman Empire, 
and to threaten Egypt. For awhile they were bought 
off by subsidies ;&0 but, on the stoppage of payments, 
the Saracen general ‘Amr-ibn-al-Asi entered Egypt wi 
an army of three thousand men, and, after a month’ 
siege, captured the fronticr fortress of Pelusium.  He 
then advanced nst Babylon, where Theodorus the 
prefect was collecting the Roman troops, and intendi 
to attack the Arabs after the inundation in order o pro- 
tect_the sowing of the crops; but ‘Amr, who had 
received considerable reinforcements from Arabia, sur- 
rounded and defeated the Romans at Heliopolis. He 
then blockaded the fortress of Babylon, and overran 
the Fayum and Middle Egypt, the garrisons of which 
retired down the river.%0) 

19. The Roman army had not made much show of 
resistance against the invaders, largely on account of 
the dissensions among their leaders, and the lukewarm- 

ness or treachery of the Coptic population. A numbe 
of the leading Copts had actually gone over to the 
Arabs ; the most noted among whom was George, & 
prefect, who began openly to help them after the battle 
of Heliopolis. ¢ 

20. In the course of the autumn, ‘Amr advan 
Northwards towards the Delta, and drove all the 
Roman troops before him into it. He was unable, 
however, to penetrate it, and was obliged to turn back 
and secure the Rif.*) 
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21. After the death of Her 

  

clius, the government 
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officials 

  

Constantinople decided to try a waiting 
tribute             

  

    

policy in Egypt; they directed Theoorus o p: 
to "Amr, and so keep him quict, and at the same time 
to be on the alert for any chance to attack him. Re- 

  

inforcements for the Egyptian army were also promised 
but never arrived. In the meantime, ‘Amr took Baby 
lon, and a few weeks later Ni rom both of which 
the garrisons retired to Ale ) 

  

  

     

HERACLONAS. 

641-64 
22, The city of Alexandria was now subjected o a regu- 

lar siege 3 but it was in no condition to withstand one. 
Theodorus the prefect, had been summoned to Rhodes ; 
and the two commanders left in the city, 
Domentianus and Menas, quarrelled till they came to 
open conflict.  Added to this was the opposition of the 
clergy to the new emperor Heraclonas, on the ground 
that he was the offspring of an uncanonical marriage 
between Heraclius and b Martina. At length 
Theodorus returned, and settled the quarrel by ex- 
pelling Domentianus ; and at the same time Cyrus the 
patriarch arrived, with authority 
Peace was what the Romans 
desired ; so Cyrus went to Babylon, and came to terms 
with ‘Amr. He agreed that tribute should be paid by 
the Alexandrians, and that the Roman forces should 
evacuate Alexandria in eleven months, on condition 

  

         

    

    

  

      

  

   
    

   
     
    

    

that in the meantime there should be a cessation of 
hostilities, and_that the Jews and Christians should 
thereafter remain unmolested. () 

CONSTANS 11 

  

642-668. 
23. In accordance with the agreement, Theodorus 

and his troops withdrew from Alexandria at the end 
of the specified time, and the Roman Empire in Egypt 
was ended. () 
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ed evidence for judging of 

the general condition of Egypt during the last century 
of its government by the Romans.  But the impression 
produced by reading its history is one of hopeles 
poverty. The cultivators of the soil were merely re- 
garded as so many machines for raising corn; and 
corn became almost the only industry and currency of 

ypt.*)  What wealth there was, was concentrated 
 few hands, and whole villages, as has be 

seen, became dependent on some rich man. 
consequence of this poverty was shown in the indiffer- 
ence with which the Egyptians regarded any change 
in their government, and the entire absence of any. 
attempt to take a part in deciding who should rule in 
the State or the Church. They had sunk so low, that 
even religious controversy could not rouse them.  Only 
in Alexandria the factions in the circus could raise 
fight from time to time, and distract the attention of 
the populace from the laborious task of opposing the 
Arabs to the more congenial one of breaking each 
other's heads. (%9 
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  1. T amount which was to be contributed b; 
to the imperial treasury wa 
consideration of th 
only de 
the province, bu 
manner in which it was 10 b 
wer 
S 

Sehgtiest Eachifor ibeUBRE ISR I AN 
regard to assessed taxcs, how the amount require 
from his own district should be divided among. the 
smaller_districts which were comprised in it. 
the prefect fixed the sum to be paid by each epistrategi 
the epistrategos that by each nome in his province, the 
strategos that by each village in his nome, while the 
illage authoritics decided and collected the payments 

due from cach individual (%) 
|2 The most important of all the taxes levied in 

gypt was the corn tax, which was collected in kind 
from the villages, and used to furnish the tribute of 
corn sent to feed Rome. For the purpose of this tax 
there was kept an claborate register of lands under 
cultivation, ™) by the aid of which the village authorities 
assessed upon the farmers the amounts respectively 

ble. In determining these amounts, they were 
cial regard to the rise of the Nile, 

  

<ypt 
matter for the special 

emperor year by y 
ided how much revenue was to be 

issued special dircetions 
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year should be more lightly taxed 
s
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than those which had been fertilised by the inun 
tion.©9 The exact manner in which the incidence of 
the tax was ultimately decided is not certain; but it 
ppears probable that each village as a whole was 

liable to pay a certain amount, and that this liability was 
met, in the first instance, by any common property which 
the village possessed, while the surplus over and above 
what this produced was divided amongst the individual 
members of the community, at rates which were most 
fikely calculated on the amount of land held and 
the crops raised on each holding.®  In one list, which 
apparently refers to this tax, the rates vary from two 
and a half to seven artabai per aroura, the commonest 
rate being four and twenty-seven forticths artabai.(9) 
The actual work of collection of the tax was in the 
hands of the sitologoi and their assistants,® who also 
had charge of the public granaries, and were required 

  

  

        
       

  

      

  

  

    

    

to make monthly returns of the corn stored thercin 
to the strategos.® The amount required 
village, known 

  

om the 
embole or epibole, was drawn from 

ansported to the river by carrie 
who were obliged to keep a certain number of cam 
or asses for the public service, and received in return a 
regular allowance.(D It was then de 
shipmasters on the river, who conveyed it to the imperial 
granaries at Alexandria; all the éxpenses, up to and 
including delivery at Alexandria, being paid by the 
authorities of the village which sent the corn.9" The 
lands of Alexandria and the Menelaite nome were 
specially exempt from this tax.(0 

3. Payments for the corn tax were made, in some 
instances, in money instead of in kind; and the tax 
was in_these cases received by the praktor of corn 
taxes, in place of the sitologos.C1) Probably it was 
open to a farmer to pay in the value of the corn for 
which he was liable, in place of the corn itself. 

Another tax, payable, like the embole, in corn, 
and collected by the sitologoi, was the annona.  Det 
as to this tax are rare; but it appears probable that it 
was for the supply of the allowance of corn made to 
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Alexandria, as the embole was for that to Rome and 
Constantinople.C1) 

5. In connection with the corn tax should be mentioned 
the custom by which each year the local authosities 
supplied to the farmers in their district seed-corn, at 
the rate of an artaba of corn for each aroura farmed.(19 

This corn was repaid after harvest to the granaries, 
with an addition of two choinikes to the artaba, or one- 

surth, as interest, and a varying sum for cost 
tion.%  The interest on the loan doubtless 

went into the common store of the village to assist in 
meeting the demands for Rome and elsewhere. 

6. The sitologoi had to meet a further charge upon 
the village granarics in the form of certain payments 
for charitable purposes, which were made in corn ; 619 
but it docs not appear whether the supply for these 
payments was raised by a special tax, or whether it 
came from the common property of the village 

7. In place of the corn which was exacted from the 
farmers whose land crop, those 
holdings which werc used for growing garden produce, 
or as vineyards, fig-plantations, palm-groves, or olive- 
yards, were liable to a tax payable in money, and 
Ccollected by the praktores of money taxi The rate, 
however, cannot be determined, and the manner of 
assessment even seems to have varied. In one case 
the tax was ten drachmse per aroura,é19 in another 
list it was from twenty to forty,@% while in a third the 
payments made bear no fixed proportion at all to the 
amount of land held. 19 An allowance was made in 
the collection of this tax, as in that of the corn tax, for 
unoccupicd or waste land: 

8. There were other t 'S on 
the nature and amount of which 
A charge of ““ naubion " is se 
but there is nothing to show what its precise object 
was, beyond the fact that it appears among other 
imposts levied on real property ; nor what its rate was, 
except in one instance, where it seems to have been 
assessed at approximately one hundred drachmz per 
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aroura.(*0  Entries of receipts for ““geometria” are 
also found on the same lists with most of the taxes 
already mentioned ;¢ but the particulars relating to 
this charge cannot be determined: it was possibly the 
surveyor's fee for his work in connection with obtaining 
the necessary particulars of each estate for the govern: 
ment. 

9. House property was subject to a tax, which was 
collected by the same praktores as the land taxes, 
which weré payable in money. It may be a chance 
merely that the three receipts for this tax which have 
been preserved are for a hundred drachmae or multiples 
of a hundred ;& but in the absence of other e 
dence it is perhaps reasanable to suppose that the rate 

a hundred drachma for each house. Another 
pparently levied only on house property, was that 

as arithmetikon, which also was usually 
by the praktores, The sums entered as 
rom this source, however, are much smaller 

than those from the house tax ;@ but they do not 
give any guidance as to the manner of the assessment. 

10. The cattle taxes were levied on the various kinds 

of flocks and herds separately ; receipts for p: 
in “respect of oxen,® sheep,(%) and camels ¢ 
found ; and taxes were doubtless also laid on goats and 
asses, though no examples of these occur. Only in 
regard to the tax on camels is it possible to conjecture 

¢ of the impost; in this case the cs of 
ipts are almost invariably multiples of ten drachmse, 

that sum was the tax on cach 
however, is preserved of a tax 

nty drachmae paid on ten s ;G2 but 
this may been an instalment only.t* For the 
purposes of these taxes a yearly census of all kinds of 
live stock liable to them was taken by the local 
authorities.¢*) For the collection of this branch of 
the revenue the praktores were responsible. 

11. All inhabitants of Egypt between the ages of 
fourteen and sixty, with the exception of certain 
privileged classes,” were liable to pay a poll-tax.(30) 

     

  

   

    

     

    
  

       
       

    
  

     

    

  

  

   
     

  

      

    

   

    

      

  

         
    

    

   

  

    

    

    
  

        

  

 



  

   122 THE 

  

VENUE 

  

ki AND TAXATION OF EGYPT 

Numerous receipts for payments of this tax exist on 
ostraka, dating from the first and second centuries ; 

these show it to have risen from sixteen drachmze for 
each person under Nero to seventeen about the first 
year of Trajan, and further to twenty soon after the 

ssion of Antoninus Pius.G) This rise may possibly 
be connccted with the depreciation of the coinage, 
which proceeded in about the same proportion. 
census was taken from house to house every fourtees 
years specially with a view to this tax; the refurns were 

ent in to the strategos and royal scribe of the nome, 
the laographoi of the village, and the village sc be, 
and gave full particulars as to the inhabitants of each 
house ;@3 and interim returns had to be furnished to 
state any changes which took place in families between 
the census years.() From the poll-tax Alexandrian 
citizens were exempt,¥) and doubtless also Romans 
domiciled in Egypt; so, too, were the Katoiko 
were the descendants of the Greek soldiers ori 

settled in Egypt by the Prolemics, and held th 
nominally at on condition of liability to 
military servi appears also a certain 
number of priests at each temple were allowed to be 
xempt. (46 

12. Another direct tax was the stephanikon, which 
was levied, so far as is known, only about the begi 
ning of the third century ;@ and ‘may have been in 
theory a revival of the old custom of making a national 
present to the king on his accession, which was, how- 
ever, extended into a sort of recurrent * benevolence.” 
It whs collected by special praktores, and consisted in 
payments of sumis of four drachme. 

A tax was also paid by traders of all deserip- 
ble being reckoned on the monthly 

o cach case. This w 
fore a kind of income-tax ; but the percentage ch 
cannot be discovered, though both on ostraka 
papyri there are numerous entrics of payments on this 
ccount. (5 

14. The indirect taxation was chiefly levied 
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form of customs and entrance dues, which were col- 
lected, not only from merchants and others entering 
the country, but also from those passing from one part 

    

  

    Fi. 86, —TariffStele of Koptos : in Ghizeh 
Museum. (Photo, by J. G. M.) 

of the province to another, as a sort of octroi. 
Thus, in addition to the custom -houses, of which 

s have been preserved, at Syene for the Nile 
) at Koptos for the desert road from the Red 
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Sea,9 and in the Fayum for goods from the Sahara, &4 
there were stations at Schedia, @ two hundred and 
forty stades above Alexandria, where toll was collected 
from boats passing to and from the city, and at Her- 
mopolis i) for the trade between Upper and Lower 

ypt. A stele found at Koptos@ gives the rates 
charged there on passe 
were as follows: steersmen from the Red S 

achmae ; hoatswains, ten drachma ; 
shipwrights, five drachme ; 
prostitutes, one hundred and e 

women entering the country, twenty drachma; wives 
of soldiers, twenty drachma: ; camel tickets, one obol ; 
sealing of ticket, two obols ; ticket for the husband in 
a departing caravan, one drachma; all his women at 
four drachmz cach; an ass, two obols; a waggon 
with a tilt, four drachm; a ship’s mast, twenty 
drachmze ; a ship's yard, four drachma; a funeral to. 
the desert and back, one drachmw four obols. The 

charge for camel tickets is found also in the Prosopite 
and Letopolite nomes, at the head of the desert roads 
to Nitriotis and the Fayum.") The duty on goods, 
both imported and exported, collected at the stations. 
of Soknopaiou Nesos, ¢ Karanis, D Philadelphia, 4 
nd Bacchias G in the Fayum, was an ad valorem 

charge of three per cent. ; and it may be assumed to 
have been the same at other cusiom-houses ; except 
that at the Red Sea ports there was apparently a pre- 
ferential duty against goods coming through Arabia.(5) 
In addition to the customs, there was a further charge 
made at the Fayum stations for the maintenance of a. 
guard along the desert roads. The collection of these 
taxes was sold to farmers. 

15. Other indirect taxes, which were farmed in the 
same way as the customs,é) were the enkyklion, a 
fee of ten per cent. on sales ;%) a fine of five per cent. 
on inheritance,(*) and one at a similar rate on the 
manumission of slaves;(*) and a fee, apparently of 
one-sixth per cent., for the registration of legal docu- 
ments.%)" Also, in case of failure to fulfil a contract, 
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it was customary for a fine to be inflicted for the 
benefit of the treasury.©*) 

16. An_extraordinary burden which was laid upon 
the inhabitants of Egypt consisted in the posting-rights 
claimed by officials ; and though these were expressly 
restricted by decree of the prefect to the right to 
demand lodging only by those who had the 
proper authorisation from headquarters, the numerous 

< about must 
to 

     

    

        
      
     

     
officials who were continually journcy 
still have been a source of very consid 

  

   
R e R 
been in the case of 4 man whose duty it was o row 
the State-boat of the governor of the Thebaid ;¢ this 
practice was perhaps derived from the slav 
slave-familics who had settled into other work. A 
similar liturgy appears in another instance at Oxy- 
rhynchos, where cach tribe in turn had to supply a 

ilor to serve on a public boat engaged in the trans- 
port of corn.) The most burdensome, however, of 
the liturgies which were laid upon the Egyptians were 
the local administrative posts, such as that of strategos 

  

    
  

  

     

        

     or praktor ; (40 even in the earlier and better years of 
Roman rule it was stated in an official decree that 
many strategoi had been ruined by their term of        

560 while the labour of the work of collecting 
s which fell on the praktor may be judged from 

the fact that a man nominated to the post paid a 
deputy two hundred and fifty-two drachm: 
B e i e B e i 
Under these circumstances, it was not remarkable that 
many men fled from home to escape these burdens ; 
as they might feel that they were bound to lose all they 
had, and so might as well let their property be cori- 
fiscated without having three years’ worry in addition 
to the loss. From these liturgics Alexandrians were 
exempt,&®) and therefore also Romans ; priests, too, 
could claim a similar freedom,(%) which was also 
accorded to veterans for a period of five years after 
their discharge.(5) 
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7. The work of repairing the dykes and clearing the 
canals partook somewhat of the nature of a liturgy, 
inasmuch as it was compulsory, though really it was 
joint labour for a common purpos very cul 
of land had to give five days in the summer of cach 
year to this work, for which he received a certificate ; 04 
or, if he preferred, he could apparently purchase 
exemption at the rate of five days’ wages of a labourer, 
which amounted to six drachma and four obols in the 
second ¢ y 

18. During the late 

    

        

   

    
    

    

    

  

period of the Roman rule, the 
§ 1 to_ furnish supplies for the 

imperial troops ;6 the earliest instance of this is in 
the reign of Diocletian.t  One case is found of a 
money payment made for this same object by the Church 
of Apollinopolis Magna on account of a troop of soldier: 
quartered in a monastery.(") It was perhaps this tax 
which Valens fixed at the rate of a soldier’s clothing 
for every thirty arourai of land. 

19. Temple property was not, as such, exempt from 
taxation. It paid the ordinary taxes;(™ and there 
were, in addition, special taxes levied under the names 
of altar-tax 4™ and tax on offerings ; (7 the former of 
which appears to have been calculated at the r 
four per cent. on the receipts of the templ 
would scem, also, that the State exacted a due on cach 
calf These charges possibly represented 
the share claimed by the emperor in the offerings made 
to the gods. Another tax is mentioned in connection 
with the two first-named, under the title of leson 
but it can only be supposed, from i 
have been @ tax on temples, The p 
special tax, known as epistatikon,™ but nothing 
definite is recorded about the rate or obj 
payment. On the other hand, a subvention was given 
from the imperial treasury towards the expenses of 
maintenance of the temples of the gods; in which 
respect the Roman emperors followed the practice of 
their Greek predecessors. 

\ 20. While the whole of 
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     private property of the Roman emperor, certain lands 

were in a special sense his domain. These consisted 
of the old royal inheritance of the Ptolemies, which 
was increased by confiscation of the estates of debtors 
to the treasury and criminals, and by the reversion of 
unclaimed land ;&) though, on the other hand, domain- 
land, at any rate of the two latter classes, was from 
time to_time sold.6) The land was let out to culti- 
vators by the imperial procurators; and an example 
is preserved of ating ‘what royal lands 
were wanting e Quarries and mines also 
belonged to the imperial domain, and were usually 
worked directly by the State, convict labour being 
employed under the directicn of a military guard.65) 

  

      

  

         

  

    

        

   



CHAPTER IX 

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 

        1. The religious ideas of Egypt had, by the time of 
the Roman conquest, been influenced and modified to 
a considerable extent by those of the Greeks, especially 
where there was most mixture of races. The process. 
of modification had gone forward, however, uncqually 
in different directions : some of the old Egyptian gods 
remained almost unaffected, even in districts where 
there was a strong Greek element ; others were simply 
identified in name with the Greek divinities who most 
nearly resembled them ; while the attributes and wor- 
ship of others were entirely remodelled in accordance 

taste. To these varying developments of 
the Egyptian religious system there was to be added 
the purely Hellenic theology which was preserved by 
many of the more cultured Grecks; and a certain 
leaven of Roman ideas was introduced for reasons of 
State by the new government.  Outside of all the rest 
— Egyptian, Greek, and Roman—stood the_ Jews, who 
had exercised little or no influence on the ideas of the 
Egyptians, and were unaffected in their turn by Egyptian 
theology; although the influence of the philosophy of 
Alexandria is strongly marked in some of the later 
Jewish writings. 

2. The least modification of the ancient Egyptian 
stem was naturally found in the country districts, 

where the cultivators of the soil, who had never been 
touched by Greek learning, and whom the Greek priests 
had no désire to proselytise, continued placidly to wor- 
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ods of their ancestors in the manncr of their 
ancestors.  The Fayum papyri have preserved numer- 
ous records of the pricsthood, possessions, and services 
of Soknopaios —a form of Sebek, the crocodile god of 
the Arsinoite nome —which enable a fairly complete 
idea of the general nature of local Egyptian worship to 
be formed. (5 

3. There was at Soknopaiou Nesos—the modern 
Dimeh—a temple of Soknopaios, in which he was 
associated with Isis Nepherses.) This temple was 
probably the centre of worship for the p 
whole district; an inscription in the 

   

  

     

  

      
      asants of the 

izeh Muscum 

      

7—Stele from Soknopaiou Nesos  in Ghizeh 
Muscum,  Photo, by . G. M.)   

   refers to the rebuilding of its precinct wall by the 
shepherds of Nilopolis,&9 while another inscription 

alls Soknopaios the god of the nome, and requires 
    

  

      

  

copies of a decree of the prefect, relating (o the privileges 
of the priests, to be sct up in proper places through- 
out the nome.) These pr 

v—o 
    ests were organised in
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ship of which appears to have been 
ase of a woman, not to have 

affairs of the 
in the gencral charge of a 

senting the five tribes.(0) 
In most respects 
the priests were 
scarcely to be dis- 
tinguished from the 
ordinary peasant ; 
many of them were 
unlettered, 
they were not de- 
voted exclusively to 

service of the 
temple, butw 

to pursue other oc- 
cupation ke 
the der- 
vishes, who belong 

igious frater- 
and join in 

festivals, but work 
like ordinary indi- 
viduals  for 
fiving.  The 

ain reste 
faid upon them; the 

  

tribes, % memb 
hereditary, and, in the 
been changed by ma 
priesthood weré pl 
college of five elders, repr 

       

        

    

  

   

  

    

  

       
Fic, 83, —Column with figures of pricsts : at 

Rome. (Photo. by W: M. F. Petrie.) garments and long 
hair being_forbid- 

mnly circumcised by 
leave of the high priest in childhood.*) On _the 

  den ;@ and they had to be sol   

  

llowance of an 
nd an extra 

other hand, they received a . 
rtaba of corn throughout the y 

amount of four artabai daily at feast times 
to have occupied nearly haif the year, and during which 
they would be required to be in attendance at the 

mple; 69 and a subvention was paid _towards the 
of the temples by the State. They claimed 
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    exemption from forced labour, and this privilege was 
more than once definitely affirmed by orders from the 
prefiect, although in terms which suggest that it was 
not always respected by the local authorities.¢*) They 
were nof, however, frce from taxes, which they would 
naturally have to pay in respect of the lands which 
they occupied and cultivated in the intervals of their 

estly duties ; but iin number of p 
temple we 
temples also had to pay taxe 
thoy 
exempt. 

4. With Soknopaios at Soknopaiou Nesos were 
associated Sokonpieios ¢*) or Sokopiaiis, () which are 
probably variant names of another form of Sebek, and 
noupis, @@ who was probably Anubis. Other local 

deities of the Fayum were Pnepherds and Petesouchos, 
whose temple has been found at Karanis ; () Sokanob- 
konneus, who appears to have been the god of Ba 

chias ;0% Phemnocris, who may have belonged to 
Hexapotamos ;0*) and Sukatoimos.(*)  Of these, Pet 
souchos and Sokanobkonneus may be regarded as 
local forms of Sebek, the most generally accepted 
form of whose name, Souchos, is found it Arsinoe, 
Nilopolis, and Soknopaiou Nesos in the Fayum,d) 
and also in an inscription from a site in the nome of 
Ombos. () 

5. Other local deities, whose worship persisted until 
Roman times without any recorded identification of 
their personalities with Greek gods, are Thriphis, the 
pronaos of whose temple at Athribis was dedicated 
under Tiberius ;4% Amenebis, whose temple at Tchon- 
emyris in the Theban Oasis was rebuilt under Anton 

us, and to whom an inscription of homage was found 
at Kysis in the same Oasis ; 4 Thoeris, whose worship 
at Oxyrhynchos continued to the beginning of the 
fourth century ; (19 Mandoulis, to whom many votiv 
inseriptions were written by the soldiers stationed at 
Talmis ;") and Srouptichis, mentioned in inscriptions 
at Khardassy.(") Bes is represented in the work at 
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e buildings themselves were perhaps     
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Tentyra, dating 

   
Fic. 8g.—Figure of Tes : Tentyra. - (Photo. by W. AL F, Petric.) 

  

  

pears on the coins of Hadrian 5 but neither is mentioned 
in inseriptions. 

  

6. It was much more common, 
however, when the Greeks found 
that the attricutes of an Egyptian 
god resembied those of a Greek, for 
them to identify the two and unite 
their worship.  Such a tendency was 
nothing foreign either to Egyptian or 

Thuinh: Coin Greek theology, both of which systems. 
irian. (lritish had pursued this process of identifi- 

e cation from the carliest times. And 
cre were obvious advantages in the economy thus 

fected, especially for the Greeks, who, in most Egyp- 
tian country towns, would not be sufficiently numerous 

ently wealthy to build or endow a”temple for 
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their own gods, and could thus simply get the enjoyment 
of the existing establishments. It is not to be sup- 
posed, however, that the union of the deities went 

an Khem was still Pan to 
syptian, neith 

¢ the religious conceptions of the 

    

   

  

    
  

   
really assimi 
other. It was only in such rare cases as that of Sebek, 
for whom as the crocadile god the Greeks c 
not 

   
    d an equivalent, that they a 

The most patent instances of this assimilation 
be found in the Greek names of the nomes and 

towns of Egypt. When the Greeks conquercd the 
country, they renamed many of the old nome capitals 
by the simple process of taking the nearest Greek 
cquivalent to the god who was worshipped in cach 
town, and styling it as his city: thus Thebcs, the city 
of Amen, became Diospolis 5 and Tes-Hor, the town of 
the raising of Horus, was ealled Apollinopol 

Instances of the worship of gods under doul 
names, however, are not very common in the Roman 
period. At Pselkis there was a temple of Hermes 
Pautnuphis, to whom inscriptions of homage were 
addressed either under his compound name or a single 
one.019 Pan Khem was worshipped 
at Panopolis and in the neighbour- 
ing districts of the desert.010 At 
Tentyra and at Phile temples were 
built to Aphrodite as identified with 
Hathor.(1) Zeus Ammon, one of 
the carliest of the joint gods, i 
commonly represented on 
and a dedication to him w ion s Coin of Ha 
addition of a third name, Chnubis, is ~ drian. (British 
found DT, i) 

     
  

  

  

    
  

        

  

                 

     

    

      

  

     
      

the last instance there appears to have been a conjunc- 
tion of the two ram-headed gods Khium and Amen. 

9. In Alexandria and Ptolemais Hermiou, where the 
Greek element was large enough to support temples 
without relying on the native endowments, the cld 
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Egyptian deities had for the most part passed out of 
ight, and the gods were worshipped under purely 

Hellenic attributes. The arrival of the Roman offici 
and garrison would bring a considerable accession of 

to this party, who had hitherto consisted 
the dircct descendants of the Ptolemaic 

settlers, with such of the Alexandrian philosophers as 
thought it worth their while to worship anything. The 

1 official religious inseriptions, as distinct from 
private expressions of homage, are usually in the names 
of Greek gods, and the religious types on the coins 

strucl Alexandria are mainly Greek rather than 
gyptian. Even on the nome coins, which, as represent- 

ing a_quasi-local issue, might have been expected to 
bear figurcs of the old nome gods, the usual type is one 
chosen from the Greek point of view by the authorities 
at Alexandria.019 

10. Zeus was known r 

   
     

        
     

      

       

      
     

          
  

  

    

    

¢ in his compound forms. 
His Grae ady 
been noticed; and as Zeus Helios Sarapis he was 
worshipped at Canopus, 19 and two temples were 

   

  

   

  

    

  

Zens FiG, o3 Temple of Zeus: 
Sarapis + Coin of Hadrian. Coin"of Trajan. - (British 
{Briish Museum.) Museum.) 
       

  

erccted to him at Mons Claudianus in the reign of 
Hadrian ;0 to this title also a pantheistic type on the 
coins s attributable.0) An altar dedicated to Zeus 
Helios Soter was found at Ptolemais Hermiou, and an 
inscription to Zeus Helios opposite Koptos.(#)  On a 
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coin of Trajan a_temple of Zeus, presumably at Alex- 
andria, is represented, within which is a statue of the 
Greek ed and holding a thunderbolt.(*)  The 
type of Zeus is a common one on Alexandrian coins ; 
but, with the exception of the busts of Zeus Olympios 
and Zeus Nemeios on tetradrachms of Nero,(-0issued 

    

  

  

    FIG, o4.—7eus . 
of Trajan. (I Coin~of Nero. 
Museun. ) (Fritish Museum. ) 

  

   
   

probably in co 
his intention to visit Eg 
that can be identified. 

11. Hera, on the other hand, sc appears at all in 
Egypt. As Juno she is associated with Jupiter Ammon 
Chiubis in the Latin inscription mentioned above ; (2 

A Argeia is found in the same 
chms as the local types of Ze 

“The only traces of the worship of Poseidon and 

1 games at the time of 
re are no special forms     ypt, the 

  

     

  

      

  

   
Fic, o6.—Poscidon: Fic. o7, — Kybele: 

Com’ of Claudis Coin”of _ Julia 
1L, (British M- Domna.  (British 
sciim.) Musetn.) 

  

Kybele are in the coin types; and to Kronos there 
ists one dedication the Ghizeh Museum, from 

Apollinopolis P 
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    ntly with Sarapis and Isis, a temple 
skis, near the emerald mines of the eastern desert, 

was dedicated wn inscription of homage to him was 
found at Kysis in the Theban Oasis, and another, of 
unknown origin, is in_the Ghizeh Museum.é2 A 
Sphinx from Ombos, with a dedicatory inscription to 
Apollo and other gods, has been discovered.t Among 
the Apollo types on the coins, which are not uncommon, 

     
     

  

  

  

   Fi6. 90.—Helios: Coin 
Coinof  Nero. of Hadrian,  (Fod 
(Brtish Muserim. ) Jeian.) 

should be noticed the figures of the Apollo of Kanachos 
Branchidze, on coins of Antoninus Pius,®) and the 

busts of Apollo Pythios and Apollo Aktios in the 
“games” scries of Nero. 05 

14. Helios, in the simple form, as distinguished from 
the pantheistic Zeus Helios Sarapis, is represented by 
purely Greek types on the coi ) even the nome coins 
of Héliopolis and Diospolis Magna 

15. Artemis likewise oceurs only on coins, and in the 
Greek form of the huntress goddess: @ and Selene 
also is always represented by a Greek type.(49) 

   

  

       
  

5,0 

  

   
    

    

16, 100, Artemis FiG. 1or. — Selene: 
Coin of Antoninus Coinof Julia Pl Vius, (Brtish M- (British Museum.)
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16. Athene is, next to Zeus, the most frequently 
represented of the Greek divinities on coins, but no 

    

    Fis. 102, Athenc Fic. 103 Temple of Athenc 
Coin of Gallicn i of Amtoninus  Fis. 
(Pritish Museum. ) (Peitsh Museum. ) 

inscriptions to her have been as yet discovered. Her 
emple. at Alesandria s found on 4 coin of Antoninus 

9 and she furnishes the type for the nome coins 
of Sais and Oxyrhynchos. (%) te form is that 
of the goddess halding an owl, identified as Athene 
Archegetis, with reference to the idea that Athens was 

lony of Sais, while at Oxyrhynchos she appe 
holding a double axe, usually of Egyptian form, with 
rounded cdges.  In both these loc had taken 
the place, in the mind of the Alexandians, of the 

n goddess Nit; 4 but it is noticeable that no 
reference to her oceurs in the papyri from Oxyrhynchos. 

17. Ares similarly appears on the 
nome coins, in the Upper Sebennyte 
nome, as the supplanter of a nativ 
god, Horus.(# e is represented, 
both here and on the Alexandrian 

ies, in a typically Greck form. 
18. Other Greek deities who oceur 

very occasionally on the coins are 
Eroies GIORDE (DB Dionysos: S and 
Aphrodite.(4# The local identifications 

of the first two with Mandoulis and Khem have already 
been mentioned, and the compound deity Hermanubis will 

          
      

        

   

  

              

    

      

  

     

  

    

  

104, — Ares: 
oin of Hadrian, 

dician.)    
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be noticed later.  Among the people, however, Aphro- 
dite was very popular, to judge by the number of s 

      
    

     
     

Fic, 105 Coin FiG.106.—Pan:  Fi6, 107.—Hermes: 
‘of Trajan.  (British Mu-  Coin of Had Coin’ of Claudins 

Seum.) vian,  (British 1L (British Mu 
Mutcum. ) seiim.) 

terracotta figures of her which are found in 
and a figure of Aphrodite is entered in a list of articles 
pawned on a_papyrus from Oxyrhynchos. A statue of 
Aphrodite set up in the reign of Antoninus has been 
discovered, and a small chapel south of the gre: 
temple at Ombos was apparently dedicated to her in 
the reign of Domitian. 04 

19. Demeter, as the goddess of corn, was a popular 
godde: Alexandria; and a nce to priests of 
Demeter, apparently at Hexapotamos, is found in the 

     
     

   

    
   

      

108 —Demeter:    0. Coin of Antoninus phone: ( 
Pius. (British lsh Museum.)    
Musem.
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      Fayum papyri.(#0 The types of Demeter on comns are 
common ;619 and two empresses—Messalina 49 and 
Sabina () —are represented in the form of Demete 

20. Persephone did not share in_ the popul 
Demeter; and_the only representation of her i 
apparently copied from a picture, on a coin of Tra 

e 1pl(|h mos, on the other hand, oceurs several 

  

     
      

  

  

  

Fi6, 1ur.—Dioskouai : Coin 
Teajan.  (British Mo   ‘mos : Coin of Had- 

  

Hin, (Brtish M cum.) 
Seun.) 

2 worship of the Dioskouroi was naturally 
familiar at Alexandria, where the Pharos was dedicated 

  

to them; and in this connee represented 
on a_coin of Trajan, stand e of Is 

50) ¢ known, however, outside Alex- 
as dedicated to them at 

olnopaiou @D and in the 
ayum pap: ¢ occurs an oath 

in their name 

    

     

  

   

     
      

  

n of Herakles 
tes, one of the specially 

an deities, through the form 
of Haroeris, the elder Horus, pre- 
vented his appearing to any extent 

 theology of Egypt, asin  Con o | 
s case the local god overshadowed o 

the imported one.  With one exception, in the time of 
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  Trajan, it was not until the reign of Maximianus that 

Herakles as a_simple type was represented on the 
Alexandrian coins,(*) the groups of the labours of 
Herakles on the lar series of Antoninus 49 
being pictorial r as ; and on the coins 
of Maximianus his apy is, of course, duc to the 
special fancy of the emperor. 

24. Asklépios and Hygicia were deities of consider- 
Alexandrian system, and an 

ting to the restoration of 
Hermiou in the 

     
     

  

   

  

    

  

       
  Fi, 113,—Asklepios: Coin ot Fi6, 1rq,—Hygieia: Coin of 

Sivertis Alesander,  (Eritih i Mexander, (Pritish 
) Museum.) 

  

  

  

r       ures 

  

an, s preserved. cquently 
found on cc ) 

25. The distinctively Alexandrian triad of Sarapis, 
Isis, and Ha stands by itself in the develop- 
ment of Grave religion, and presents the 
most complete instance of the fusion of the two theolo- 
gies. ccordance with the Egyptian custom 

ppropriated io 

  

   ns. 
    

  

   

         
  

  

      

  

   But the nm.; 
riad was practically 

e local form of Osi 
temple happened to 

   
   

  

  

   G 115 —Saraps: 
(Bodiciun) " was brought under Greek influence.
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    Then there was built up, out of sources partly Greek 
and partly Egyptian, the conception of a god whose 
popularity quickly outstripped that of any other deity, 
local or forcign, in Egypt, and spread even to Rome. 
The y had 
nor ibutes 
of the bull Apis; but, 
i virtue of his con- 
nection with the lower 
world, 
he was identified with 
the Greek Hades ; and 
« statue of Hades by 
Bryaxis was imported 
under Ptolemy 1o I1., 
and 

      

    

   

   

    
    

      

   
Fic. 116—Head of Sarapis. _ (Plaque in 

Petric Collection.)     “This statue was plac 
in the great tem andria, and is 
represented ther Alexandrian coins.(5) The 

peion of Alexandri temple of the chie 
god of the c i .1 dty, 4 way the speci 

    

     

          - Temple of Sarapis: i , — Sarapeion_and 
‘Coin o M. Aurelius, (1bit rianon.  (British 
ish Museui.) Museun.) 

    

to house the great putlic library of Alexandr 
adjunct to the temple known as the Hadrianon, was 
apparently built by Hadrian, on whose coi 

shown ;6™ and this may perhaps be identified with 
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  of Hadrian, to which an edi 
fanus refers as newly c 

n of the 
mple of S me 

in this period as existing at Oxy- 
rhynchos ; %9 a pylon was dedicated 

is at Kysis in the 

  t of the prefect 
ted for the 

chives. 
        

   
   

      

    apis s als       

   Sarapis: evidences of Sarapis-worship, ‘Coinor Hadran, & G i o A form of prayers addressed o him 
and references tohis neokora 

found in the Fayum papy ) Tl 
in the last-named district, the worship of Sarapis had 
supplanted that of the local gods—Soknopaios and 

Sokonpicios— may per- 
haps be judged 
fact th 

    

      

      

against two Lo the 
ods. (9 And when 

me the 
         

  

ruling re 
the temples of 
at_ Alexandria and of | 
Isis at Phile were the 
last strongholds of the 

   

    

26. Isis, the cons: 
pis, never und 

went the same process 
of Hellenisation, bul 

ed one of 
purcly Egyp- 

There is 
a curious contrast be- 
tween the development 

ndrian concep- 

    

  

     FiG. 120,—Tsis and Sarapis. v 
(Vatiean Muscum.) of Ale:



1818 e 

tions of these two_ closely Tinked gods.  Sarapis lost 
practically all his original Egyptian attributes, and was 
worshipped in Greek forms, by Greek ideas ; while a 
tendency was shown to_ unite 
him with Zeus and Helios in 
a single personality, as Osiris 

1 been united with Ra. Isis, 
on the other hand, is always 
represented by statues of Egyp- 
tian type, and her temple, as 
shown on Alexandrian coins, is 

d, instead of 

  

     

    

     F16. 121, Temple of Isis 
Cain_of Trajan.  (Britsh 
Museum.) 

  

Isis Sothis, (7 and Isis of Menuthis ;07 at Mons 
Porphyrites an_altar was found, dedicated to I 

onymos ; (7 Tsis Nanaia was one of the deities 
Nabana in the Fayum,(% and it was probably to 

    
   

  

    

  

—1sis Sothis: Coin 

  

Tsis Pharia : Coin ¥ic. 

  

  

  

of Antoninus Pius. (Pritish ‘of Taustina 11, (riteh 
useun. Muscun.) 

her that the Nanaion at Alexandria was dedicated ;07     
Isis Nepherses and Isis Nephremmis were associated 
with Soknopaios at Soknopaiou Nesos(™, and were 
also worshipped at Nilopolis ;™ and at Hiera Syka- 
minos she is addressed as Rhodosternos.(7 " In 
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addition to thes 

  

she is associated with Sarapis in 
dedications at Kysis and Sensl 
tioned ; (79 propylon 
her under Augustus ;¢ 

already men- 
Tentyra was erected to 

and stelze dedicated to her 

   

  

     

    

FIG, 125.—Tsis suckling Comn of M. 
Aurelius. - (Bodleian.)    

have been found at Apollinopolis Parva, where there 
was a hereditary prostates of Isis, and at Pathyra.(30 
There was also’ a temple of Isis at Oxyrhynchos.(5) 
The great centre of Isis-worship, however, was at 
Philie, where inscriptions of homage continued to be 

  

      

    
at Naples. 

(Photo. by W. M. F. Tutics)
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written down to the middle of the fifth century,® 
though the persistence of the old paganism here was 
probably due in part to political motives; as the 
Nobatee, whose territory extended up to the Roman 
frontier, were worshippers of Isis, and resorted yearly 
to Philze to borrow the temple statue for a brief space 

f time: and thus the temple of Isis might be able, by 
its sanctity, to protect Phile, if not the whole Roman 

ntier, against the raids of the Nobata, (%) 
The worship of Harpokrates, who, as Har-pa- 

, or Horus the infant, was the remaining member of 
the Alexandrian triad, shows a development more nearly 
resembling that of Isis than that of Sarapis. Like Isis, 
he remained Eg: , and was localised elsewhy 

isation was apparently 
iin variation of type, to judge 

  

           

  

  

  

           

  

      

       

      

      

Horss as a child in FiG, 128, Harpokrates: Coin 
dress. . (Tema-cotta in of Trajan. (Liitish Miutctn.) 

ollcction.) 
  

    ations on the Alexandrian coi 
Harpokrates was worshipped 
copolis Magna, he was ider 

through the form of Haroeris (the elder Horus), with 
Heracles ; at Mendes, he appears as a bearded r 

v—10 
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with the local ram’s horn ; at Pelusium, his distinguish- 
ng attribute is a pomegranate; at Canopus, h 

represented with the body of a crocodile from the w 
downwards ; at Taua and Buto, his type 2 

n one of 4 youth sitting on a lotus flower. 
I recognition of Harpokrates 
ue of him was found at Alex- 

A anal et e O TN 
of Soknopaios at Soknopaiou Nesos, (% and of 
wpitolios at Arsinoe,85) and associated with Isis 

in the stele Apollinopolis Parva ;& he  also 
s among the gods of Nabana in the Fayum.08) 

But that the worship of Harpokrates or Horus was 
popular among the common people throughout 
is shown by the multitudes of terra- cots 
usually of poor workmanship and ev 
suit the wants of the lower classes, wh 
And he appears, with Sarapis e 
the Roman coinage under Julian, when the re 
paganism sought its inspiration mainly from 

    
    

   
   

  

          

      

   
       

  

      
          

  

   

    

   

  

    

    

            

    
F16. 129, Osiris with stars: from Koptos. ~(Photo. by W. M. F. Petrie.) 9. p
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n Alexandria   at any rate, was completely 
overshadowed by Sarapis. In the Roman period there 
is no mention of him in papyri or inscriptions; nos 
does he appear on coins, except in the peculiar typ 
of the Canopic vases with a human head, some of 
which represent him wearing the atef crown, 0D and 
others with a crown of rams’ horns, uraei, disk, and 
plumes. @) At Koptos, however, where he was wor- 

ipped as Min, dedications to him are found down to 
the time of Nero. (49 

2. Hermanubis was as distinctively Alexandrian a 
deity as Sarapis. His name, like that of Sarapis, was 
borrowed from the older Egyptian mythology, which 
had a compound of Horus and Anubis, or Har-m-Anup ; 

  

      
          

    
         

       

  

  

  

¥16, 130,—Hermanubis : Coin Fic. 131 

  

  

  

    

e of Her- 
of Fiadrian, (British Museun. ) manibis: Coin of Antoninus 

Pius.  (British Museun.) 
and, as Sarapis for the Greek included the attributes    
of Hades, so did Hermanubis those of Hermes.(9) A 
temple of Hermanubis, presumably at Alexandria, is 
represented on coins of Antoninus Pius.(%) 

3o. There was also an interesting development of 
Nile-worship at Alexandria, where the river-god was 
to a certain extent ¢ ated with Sarapis.(®) His 
temple, with the nside d on_ rocks, 
appears on a coin of Hadrian ; her his bust 
or his figure reclining on a hippopotamus or a crocodile, 

up to the number of sixtecn, repre- 
senting the cubits of the flood-rise, is commonly found 

As the consort of Nilus, Eutheniz was 

  

    

    

    

  

      
it 
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brought into the rank of the gods, and appears on the 
coins either alone ) or with er husband.0 

    

¥iG, 152 Temple of Nilus 35 - Nilus 
Coimof Hadrian.  (Brittsh Coin~ of  Nero, 
Muccum.) (Bodle 

  

   

    

F1G. 134, Nilus : Coir ¥i6, 135, Euthenia 
Trajan. (Dritish Muscim.) Coinof - Lii 

(British Muse 

  

  

  

31. The Roman conquerors of Egypt did not add 
many fresh religious ideas to those they found already 
existing in the country. Perhaps the only distinctively     

  

  

  

    

Roman worship known was that of Jupiter Capitolinus, 
to whom a temple was dedicated at Arsinoe.  There is 
preserved a fairly long record of the procedure at this    

lla, which shows it to 
iinly a centre for the worship of the 

imperial and the reigning emperor in 
particular. (o) festivals_recorded to have been 
celebrated there during a period of three months are: 
two in honour of the deificd Severus, one to celebrate 

temple in the reign of Carac: 
have been 
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the proclamation of Julia Domna as mother of the 
rmies, and seven variously relating to Caracalla 

together with a feast to commemorate the birthday of 
Rome. A Capitolium, which may have been a temple 
of Jupiter Capitolinus, also existed at Oxyrhynchos. ) 

32. The worship of the emperors was more Egyptian 
in Roman. From time immemorial the rulers of 
vpt had occupied a semi-divine position in the minds 

    
        

  

  

    

th   

    

  

     
of their subjects; and an emperor who was far away 
at Rome would be even more an object of mysterious 
awe than one who might be scen from time to time     
by his people.  Conscquently, though Augustus and 
Tiberius discouraged the desire to deify them in their 
lifetime, Caligula had no sooner expressed his designs 
on godhead than the Alexandrians wholcheartedly fell 
in with his wishes, and worshipped him.  So, also, 
when Vespasian visited Alexandria, immediately after 
his proclamation, the people expected him to work 
miracles of healing.(%  Augustus himself is named 
Zeus Eleutherios on the propylon of the temple of Isis at 

ntyra, ) and on an inseription from Arsinoc ;@9 and 
a decree of the inhabitants of Busiris and the Letopolite 
nome addresses Nero as the Agathos Daimon of the 
world.(9?  An inscription of the reign of Caracalla 
shows that, in addition to priests of **the emperors, 
presumably Severus and Caracalla, there were at Aley 
andria priests of Trajan and Antoninus Pius, and of the 
Hadriancion, which was probably devoted to the worship 
of Hadrian.®) There was also a Hadriancion at 
Memphis, and a Cwesareum is mentione 1 Oxy- 
rhynchan papyrus.(2) 

53 The Roman government exercised a kind of 
cneral supervision over the religious affairs of Egypt 

through the **high priest of Alex nd all Egypt,” 
who was 4 Roman probably appointed dirctly by the 
emperor.(®  He had not only the supreme authority 
over the priests of the whol¢ of the province,@10) but 
was also charged with the control of the treasures of 

the temples. 1) 
34 There is no dircct 

  

   

      

  

          

  

    

  

  

  

        
  

      

      
     

     

  

            

  

  

      

    

idence how far the worship
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UTIONS 
  of the Fortune of the city of 

Roman times ; though the Ty 
sted in 

ented on 
Alexandria per 
hcion s repr     

     
FIG. 136.—Temple of Tyche 

s Pius, 
   

  

   

  

‘i of 
Museunt) 

Fic. 138 Tyche of Alex- Fic 

  

130 - Alex 
indria: o of Antoninus andria: Coin of 
Pius.  (British Muscun.) Hadrian, (British 

Aluseum). 

   Fi6. rjo.—Roma: Coin of 
Antonins (British o Antoninus Pius, 
Museun.) (Bodlcian.) 

 



THE JEWS 

    

     

  

s, and Tyche is a favourite type; one interesting 
ety gives the Tyche of Alexandri he types 

f Alexandria and Rome probably have no religious 
wing. 

AS has already been remarked, the Jews, who 
formed an important section of the community, especi. 
ally in Alexandria, stood wholly apart in rel 
matters from Egyptians, Romans, and Greeks. 
was, however, one development of Jewish 
was peculiar to Egypt, in the scct of the Therapeutai, 
described by Philo.¢1) T sect existed s 
ment n Lake Mareotis, where they lived a mos 
life, devoted wholly to study and meditation.  Both 
men and women were admitted to the community, and 
each member had a separate cell, where he remained 
e 

the synagogue on the seventh day and i 
PR e 
life was not unknown in Egypt among the followers of 
the old national religion, who had perhaps been first 
induced to it by Buddhist missionaries from India; but 
the fact that the Jews, who were most unlikely to have 
consciously borrowed any ideas from a foreign creed, 
were found adopting the same cremitic seclusion, 
suggests that the habit was at any rate encouraged 
by the physical character of the country. In Egypt, 
the desert is always close at hand for those who w 

      

    
          
  

  

          

    

   

        

    

    

  

    
  

  

fascination, easier to feel than to describe, over 
which have risen to a higher religion than mere fetich- 
ism, tempting those who enter it to stay and think 

The same religious tendency was 
s v afterwards displayed to a wider extent in the 
Christian Church, and, borrowed by it from Egypt, 
spread_throughout Europe. 

30. The introduction of Christi 
reported to have taken pla 
when the Apostle Mark visited Alexandria. (19 No 
records of the earliest years of the Alexandrian Church 
are preserved, beyond the list of bishops, but it rapidly 

    

            
  

  

nity into Egypt i 
ce in the reign of Nero, 
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assumed a place among the philosophical sects of the 
city, influencing them and in return receiving influence ; 
and, as Alexandria was the home of more schools of 
thought than any other place in the Roman world, 
so Christianity there not unnaturally developed an 
unusually large number of peculiar ideas. The earliest 
Egyptian heresy was Gnostic, founded by Basilides of 
Alexandria in the time of Hadrian ;61 which mainly 
consisted in an attempt to blend Christianity and the 
old Egyptian magic; and the Christian Gnosticism was 
further extended by other Alexandrian philosophers. 

37. The first appointments of Christian bishops in 
Egypt outside Alexandria were made in the reign of 
Aurelius, when s, patriarch of - Alexandria, 
nominated three ;019 and shortly afterwards the cates 
chetical school of Alexandria was founded by Pantaenus 
for the training of Christian students.C19 The growing 
importance of the Christians was marke 
of Severus by the first organised persceu 

  

       
  

  

  

        
    

        

  

    
   

       
    

  

   
    

    
Egypt.C1D  This, however, did not che 
the religion ; and about th rs later it was found 
advisable to increase the of Egyptian bishops     
      rom three to twenty.619 persceutions werc 
ordered by Decius and Valerian ; but Gallienus, who 
had quite enough political difficultics to face 
without complicating them by religious one 
o perss-utiontandteraniedslbarty G welE Anktatr 

Christians, 19 
38. This edict of toleration enabled the Christians 

to build themselves churches ; and the small church 
of Al Muallakah at Old Cai ¥ 

shortly after this period.60 In a papyrus from Ox 
rhynchos of about 300 A.b., reference is made to the 

  

      
    

  

   

      

    
   
   

      

north and south churches,¢) and _doubtless most 
other large towns were i But these 
churches were all_ordere nd the 
Cristians to be forced to 
Diocletian; and for some years the persccution con- 
tinued 0% 

50. The ““conversion” of Constantine, however, 
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     brought Christianity into power; and for the next 
two centuries the Christians were constantly 

ef reign of Julian, in trying to 
e pagans ; and they pursucd their work as 

ntlessly as the ors of the old religion had 
tried to suppress nity.  Perhaps the most 
notorious instance of the ruthlessness of the n\un]\\ 
was the murder of Hypatia at Alexandria, at the 
stigation of the patriarch Cyril.*) But every bishop, 
and every abbot, apparently thought himself at liberty 
1o do as he liked with pagans and their property. Thus 
Macarius, bishop of Tkoou, and his companions made a 
raid on a village, and burnt not only a temple and. 
three hundred and six idols, but also the high priest.G*) 
The life of Schnoudi represents him as similarly engaged 
in attacking villages near Panopolis, and even Panopolis 

self, and burning houses and temples for the glory of 
God ;@ so that it is not to be wondered at that the 

people of Panopolis made complaint of him to the 
governor. 620 

4o. It is difficult to say what position the govern- 
ment intended to take up with regard to paganism.. 
Apparently it was left to the discretion of cach local 
official whether he interfered in the religious disputes 

of his districts ; and the average official would probably 
be satisfied if the peace was not too flagrantly broken. 
Here and there a zealous Christian governor might 
assist_the local ecclesiastics in their holy war, as 
Cynegius helped Theophilus, the bishop of Alexandria, 
to destroy the Sarapeum;*) cr a confirmed pagan 
might try to check the work of destruction, as a 
governor of Antinoe summoned Schnoudi before him ; 
but such interference of the civil power would be an 
exception. That the central government was not un- 
willing to use the old gods for diplomatic purposes, is. 
shown by the treaty of Maximinus with the Nobatze in 
the reign of Marcian, one of the conditions of which 
was & yearly loan of the statue of Iss at Phil to the 

G 
political impor 

         

     

    

  

    

     
  

    
   

  

    
    

  

  

      

  

    
        

  

  

  

      
      

  

        

  

               

  

   

nce of the divisions in the      



  

RELIGIOUS INSTITUTIONS 
       st gypt can hardly be overestimated. 

Sgypt was the birthplace of the Arian heresy, which 
provided the first pretext for a definite breach betwee 

Eastern and Western divisions of the Roman 
npirc, in the dispute between Constans and Con- 

stantius over the banishment of Athanasius by the 
latter; and the religious difference thus begun w 
thereafter, under varied forms, continued as the most 
marked outward sign in all the quarrels which led to 
the final severance of Rome and Constantinople. The 
growth of the antagonism between the imperial patri- 
archate of Alexandria (whi sented the official 

d of Constantinople) and the native Jacobite Church 
has already been traced. Iits results were, fi 
union of the civil and religious powe 
of the prefect - patriarch, of Justi 
and his successors, who furnished a precedent for the 
temporal dominion of the Popes in the Middle Ages ; 
and, secondly, the subsequent dissensions which opened 
Egypt successively to the Persians and Arabs, and lost 
it to the Roman 

42. The spe 
tian Ch i 
in the cour 
amalgamated ‘with their 
was natural that cach sect 

           

     

  

    
        

    
    

        

  

    
     

  

    

          
of these divisions in Egyp- 

d to the mixture of races 
k ruling class had never 

          
     

  

  
on should follow its own 

deas.  So long as the gods in question were 
citics, whose accommodating attributes allowed 

them to be identified at the will of their worshippers 
with one another, no serious difficulties arose; the 
Greel and the Egyptian could worship each his own 
god in the same temple, and the priest was equally 
Satisfied. But when the leaders of the Christian Church, 
partly, no doubt, from a desire to mark their separation 
irom such loose theology, sought to enforce a cast-iron 
orthodoxy, set forth in creeds, each word of which must 
be literaly believed on pain of everlasting 
the innate differences of the Greek and I 
began to be manifested. The philosophical subtleties 
of the Alexandrian school were quite unsuited to the 
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S ON CHRISTIANITY 

  

        comprehension of the fellah; and, consequently, in 
the Arian_and Monophysite controversics, the native 

syptian Church on each occasion held to the simpler       
form of belicf. 

3. The Christian Church in Egypt, however, was 
not uninfluenced by the older religion of the country 
The importance of the Platonists of Alexandria in the 
carly_development of Christianity, particularly in the 
doctrine of the Logos, is well known. A more strik 
ing example of the debt of Christianity to paganism 

v be found in the worship of Mary as the mothe 
of fesus, the idea of which was probably, as the artistic 
representations were certainly, borrowed from  the | 
Egyptian conception of Isis with her child Horus.( 
And it is not improbable that the development of the | 
doctrine of the Trinity, which formed no part of the | 

{ | 

          
      

    

    

    

       

    

  

  

inal Jewish Christianity, may be traced to Egypt 
influence ; as the whole of the older Egyptian theology 
was permeated with the idea of triple divinity, as se 
both in the triads of gods which the various citics wor- | 

shipped, and in the threefold names, representing three | 
differing aspects of the same personality, under which 
cach god might be addressed. 

44 But the most important contribution of Egypt to 
life of the Christian Churches was the habit of 

sticism. This has alrcady been noticed in 
nection with the Jewish scct of the Therapeutai ; 
the custom of withdrawing from the world, for medita- 
tion in the solitude of the desert, was adopted also by 
the Christians. The carliest Christian hermits mentioned 
lived about the t'me of Constantine ; and the rapidity 
with which the system spread may be judged from the 
fact that half a century later, in the reign of Valens, 
he monasteries were not_only well established and 
recognised by law as bodies competent to hold pro- 
Perty, ) but were 50 popular as to present a serious 
difficulty to the government, on account of the number 
of men who claimed exemption from military service or 
liturgies on the ground of monastic vows.®M A large 
number of the monasteries occupied the old temples, 
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The White Monastery 
courtyard., 

v otner buildings, such 

  

  

manner i 

(Fhoto. by J. G 

towers o 

STITUTIONS 
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Ol nase of church, now the 
    ALy 

  

pylons, which 
such oceupation were seen 

end of the fourth centu 
y ich a military 

ding could be adapted for monastic purposes may 
be seen in the Roman fortress of Babylos 
desert monasterics were probably in most ins 
collections of separate cells, related only by th 

   



MONASTICISM 7 

bourhood; but a few instances of convents were already 
to be found in the time of Rufinus, the largest being at 
Tabenna, which held three thousand monks. As the 

of the central government wsed, it be- 
monks to provide for their own 

y ag lesert tribes, who from time to time 
raided the country ; and so the fortress type of 
tery, the carliest e 
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The White Monastery : Walled-in eolumns of nave, 
(Photo. by J. G. M.)
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  White Monastery, became common. This building 
may be dated to about the reign of Constantius, and 
presents outwardly a huge expanse of blank wall, 
broken only by windows high up, and by two small 

nces which could easily be blocked.  Such a 
could stand a long Siege against marauders, 

if sufficiently provisioned ; and the extent of provision 
kept may be judged from the account in the Life of 
Schnoudi, of how his monastery maintained for three 
months twenty thousand men, as well as women and 
children, who had been rescued from the Blemmyes, ¢35 
‘The district round had just been raided, and it is not 
probable that any large supplies could have been dranin 

it must be supposed that the 
ai of wheat, as well s the numerous 

rticles of food, with which the monks supplicd 
guests, must have been stored in the monastery. 

of these Egyptian moi i 
howeve a secondary one ; but Jus 
from them, doubtless, his id 
tery to guard the passes under Mount Sinai 1 
attiacks from Northern Arabia.(%) In other countries, 
which were not exposed, like Egypt, to sudden_raids 
from the desert, thes s not the same incentive to 
conventual life; but nevertheless it was this system, 

rather than the eremitic, which finally spread through- 
out Europe, and moulded the ideas of the Christian 
Chureh of the Middle Ages. 
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Luvg LLAGES OF Eoyer 

1. e recent discoveries of papyri have thrown a con- 
on the life of the inhabitants 

od of Roman rule ; and some 
cticular may be noticed as of special interest. 

[he most complete view of town life will doubtless be 
given by the Oxyrhynchos papyri, when they are all pub- 
Tished ; but even those which have already appeared, 
forming a comparatively small part of the whole mass, 
furnish an extremely interesting picture. 

The public buildings of the town of Oxyrhynchos 
are catalogued, in a list of the watchmen who were dis- 
tributed over the town at some date early in the third 
century.®) There are found there temples of Sarapis, 
Isis, and Thoeris (the special deity of the town), which 
all had special watchmen assigned to them, six being 
placed in the temple of Sarapis, one in that of Isis, and 
seven in that of Thoeris, from which the relative sizes 
and importance of the temples may perhaps be con- 
jectured. There was also a Casareum, which had no 
watchman ; and a tetrastyle dedicated to Thocris 
mentioned. Two churches, the north and the south, 
come in the list; but these were not at the date r 
garded as public buildings, and only appear as giving 
their names to streets. Three watchmen were assigned 
to the theatre, two to the gymnasium, and one to the 
Nilometer. Besides these buildings, there is mention 
made of the Capitolium, of three sets of baths and of 
four gates. 
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3. This list of buildings 
sentative of the usual cond 
the period. 1t shows that, 

worship and t and Isis were 
ognised by the authorities ; but that the 

Shristians had made their appearance as an organised 
body, and were at any rate not ign The Casarcum 
and the Capitolium marked the Roman supremacy ; and 
the baths, the gymnasium, and the theatre supplied the 
needs whi had been introduce ¢ by 
the Greeks. 

1 At Oxyrhynchos the gymnasium and its sports 
appear to have assumed considerable import The. 
following proclamation, dated in 323, shows the popular 
feeling with regard to them : 

““ Dioscorides, logistes of the Oxyrhynchite nome. 
The assault at arms by the youths will take place to- 
morrow, the 24th. Tradition, no less than the dis- 
tinguished character of the festival, requires that the; 
should do their utmost in the gymnastic display. The 
spectators will be present at two performances.” 69 

The privileges which were granted to a victor in the 
games appears from another papyrus containing a copy 
nf a letter sent in 292 by the senate nf Oxyrhynchos to 
the strategos, the mes: e of which 

““At a meeting of our body a despatch was read from 
Theodorus, who was recently chosen in place of Arcion 
the scribe to proceed to his highness the priefect and 
attend nmaculate court. In this despatch he ex- 
plained that he is a victor in the games and exempted 
from inquirics.—We have thercfore nomi us 
to serve, and we send you word C: order 
that this fact m; brought to his knowledge, and no 

upon the 
rest brother,” @0 

rymnasium at Oxy- 
acecourse. 

e most othes 
rently belonged to Flavius 

document addressed to 
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Apion, styles himself ““by the help of God contractor 
of the r belonging to your honourable house, 

belonging to your said honourable 
The spectators at ()\\vhnn hos, else 

where, divided themselves into the factions of the Blues 
nd the Greens; and each side scems to have kept its 

own starters, and to have provided funds for the main- 

  

    
  
   

  

     

  

        

    
    

tenance_of its horses : as receipts are preserved, one 
for 1087 carats “*paid by the most eminent Georgius 
the secretary to the two starters of the horses on the 

  

side of the Blues as their month’s wages,” @ and 
another for a_ solidus less four carats **paid by the 
most eminent Anastasius the banker for the cost of an 

n bought for the use of the horses of the 
public circus on” the side of the Greens.” ¢ The 

iolence of party spirit over the circus games was in- 
creased by the tendency to identify the two faction 

h the two sections of the Christian Church ; and the 
extent to which the partisans indulged their quarrel is 
shown by the fact that, even while the Romans w 
shut up in Alexandria by ‘Amr, there were open battles 

the streets between the Blues, led by Domentianus, 
prefect of the Fayum, and the Greens, led by Menas the 
dux. 61D 

6. The inhabitants of the villages would naturally 
,ave to look to the metropolis of the nome for the 
provision of most of their amusements ; but a record is 
preserved among the Fayum papyri showing that the 
chief men of the villages were not unmindful of the 
pleasures of their fellows. It runs as follows :— 

“To Aurelius Theon, keeper of the training-school, 
from Aurelius Asclepiades, son of Philadelphus, presi- 
dent of the council of the village of Bacchias. 1 desire 
to hire from you Tisais the dancing girl and another, 
to dance for us in the above village for (fiftcen ? 
from the 13th Phaophi by the old calendar. You s 
receive as pay thirty-six drachma a day, and for the 
whole period three artabai of wheat, and fifteen couple 
of loaves ; also three donkeys to fetch them and take 
them back.” (4 
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THE TOW] 

  

7. Three brief letters from O: 
ing, as show 

  

rhynchos are interest- 
ety ™ in the town. 

Apparently the fashionable hour for dinner-parties was 
the ninth, which would be early in the afternoon ; and 
such dinner-parties could be held in one of the temples ; 
while the festivals of the gods furnished opportunitie: 
for social displays. The invitations ar 

«* Cheremon requests your company at dinner, at the 
e in the Serapum, to-morrow, 
the 15th, at g o' 

“Herais requests your company at dinner, in celebra- 
e 
morrow, the sth, at ¢ o 

“Greeting, my d 
e T 

val of the god, and le 
ng by boat or by donkey, in order that we m 

send for you accordingly. Take care not to forget. 1 
pray for your continued health,” ¢+ 

8. Thére is, however, comparatively little evidence 
of luxury to be found cither in the records of the life of 
Roman Egypt preserved in the papyri, or in the objects 
discovered in the excavation of Roman ndria 
excepted. At Bacchias, the houses of which were prob- 
ably as carefully investi any Roman town in 
Egypt, the catalogue of domestic articles found wa 
““Wooden bowls, platters, boxes, writing-tablets, styles, 
and reed pipes ; bon nd toilet implements 3 
bronze_rings a figurines, 

n marl blc 
with four painted figures in relief), and so forth.” @9 
And other Roman sites have produced si ults. 

9. The artistic products of Roman Egypt also show 
a low level of style, which gives ground for arguing 
that the general standard of life was likewise low. It 
is true that the painted portraits from the mummies of 
the Fayum show a fa 3@ but 
these are the only objects, other than public monuments, 
which deserve the name of works of art. The pottery 
and terra-cottas of the Roman period are coarse, 49 and 
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the tombstones show an entire absence 
Eve Iptures exccuted for public or semi-publi 
purposes, though there is a certain amount of mastery 

of conventional technique to be found in some of the 
earlier stelai,é® there is at the same time much ex- 
tremely bad work ;@D and the style of art rapidly 
deteriorated in the second century. Statues of Caracalla 
seem to have been set up in many places in Egypt at 
the time of his visit to the country,&% and those which 
have been discovered vie with each other in uglin 
in one instance the artist could rise no higher than 
recutting the face of an older statue.®) ~The few 

ains of the work of the later period are thoroughly 
debased. It is interesting to find among the Oxyrhyn- 
chos papyri a letter, dated in 357, from a logistes and 

: strategos of the nome, requesting Aurefius Sine 
0 accordance wi dircctions of the letter, to 

construct a statue of our lord the most glorious prefect 
Pomponius Metrodorus.” ¢ Tt would be still more 
interesting to know what the statue was like when it 

was constructed. 
10. But if the Egyptians were not luxurious, they 

were at any rate industrious.  The “letter of Hadrian 
to Servianus,” probably written in the third century. 
says that in Alexandria “no one is idle: some work 
glass, others make paper, others weave linen.” ¢ 
These three manufactures furnished the bulk of the 
Egyptian export trade,¢) if the supply of corn to 
Rome, which went rather by way of tribute than of 
trade, be lefi out of consideration: Aurelian, indeed, 
included them with corn in the contributions to be sent 
by Egypt to the capital.® Glass and paper w 
anufactured chiefly at Alexandria ; but the weaving of 

linen cloth was an industry practised in all parts of the 
country; and no occupation, save that of husbandman, 
is as commonly mentioned in the 
weaver.(9 To this 
el e e e 
fabrics. The trades of each nome were organise 
guilds, whose affairs were managed by presidents elected 

  

    
    

    

        

    
       
  

    

             

    
       

    

    
     

  

    
      

     

  

         

   

   



  164 LIFE IN THE TOWNS AND VILI 

  

AGES OF EGYPT 

  

each month ;0 and a series of de 
various guilds of Oxyrhyn 

  wrations from 
0s—those of coppersmiths, 

bakers, beersellers, oilsellers, and beckeepers—has been 
found, in which each guild states the value of the goods 
in stock at the end of the month. As an example may 
be taken the declaration of the coppersmiths— 

“To Flavius Eusebius, logistes of the Oxyrhynchite 
nome, from the guild of coppersmiths of Oxyrhynchos, 
through me, Aurelius Thonius, son of Macer. We de- 
clare that at our own assessment the value given below 
of the goods we have in stock is that for the present 
month, and w ar the divine oath that our state: 
ment is correct. he value is as follows, of malleable 

bronze six pounds, worth 1000 denarii, and of cast 
bronze four pounds. In the consulship of Flavius Ursus 
and Flavius Polemius the most illustrious, Athyr 30 
(Signed) I, Aurelius Thonius, make the aforesaid de- 
claration.” ¢ 

These declarations serve to show how close a super- 
vision was exercised by the local authorities over the 
tradesmen of their district ; and another papyrus gives 
further evidence of the restrictions placed on business. 

“To Flavius Thennyras, logistes of the Oxyrhynchite 
nome, from Aurclius Nilus, son of Didymus, of the 
illustrious and most illustrious city of Oxyrhynchos, an 
egg-seller by trade. I hercby agree, on the august, 
divine oath by our lord the Emperor and the Caesars, to 
offer my eggs in the market-place publicly, for sale and 
for the supply of the said city, every day without inter- 
mission ; and I acknowledge that it shall be unlawful 
for me in the future to sll sceretly or in my house. If 
I am detected so doing (I shall be liable to the penalty 

  

      
      

  

         

  

     
     

   

  

      

    

       

    

  

  

      
    

    

    

  

   

  

   
11, The main o fon of Egypt was, however, 

and always has been, agriculture. A special interest 
therefore attaches to the papyri which deal with farm 
work ; and one long document, from Hermopolis, gives 
a general view of the occupations of the labourers on 
an Egyptian farm for several months of the year.(%) 
It appears from this that in Thoth (August-September) 
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the main work consisted in attending to the dykes, as 
the flood was then high; also men were employed in 
artificial irrigation of the lands uncovered by the water, 
in carting manure, and weeding : in the next month, 
Phaophi (September-October), the dykes st 
attention, but less, as the river subsided ; 

igation was still carried on, and the breaking up of 
the ground was begun: in Athyr (October-November) 
the corn was sown, and the land had to be manured 
nd watered: in Tybi (December—January) the grow- 
ng crops only required watering and manuring, and 

nds were turned to vine-dressing and palm-eutting : 
while in Pharmouthi and Pachon (March-May) all were 
busy harvesting and thrashing the corn.  Another. 

pyrus, from Memphis, gives particulars of the work 
done in Mesore (July-August).C*) In this month there 
was a large body of men required to watch and repair 
the dykes ; others were employed in clearing up after 
the thrashing of the harvest, and carrying away the. 
chaff from the thrashing-floor to be used as fuel ; while! 
spare hands were put to the repair of farm implements 

12. The chief crops grown were corn and barley ; 
but, in addition to these, lentils ) and flax (%) were 
not infrequently sown ; and garden grounds, with olives, 
figs, palms, and vines, are commonly mentioned. A 
considerable amount of land must also have been used 

sture, D which would be probably sown pasture, 
chiefly clover, as in modern times. The propor- 
tionate amount of land devoted to these various 

crops probably corresponded approximately with that 
of the present day, when over half of the total area 
under cultivation is employed for the growing of ccreal 
Cotton, rice, and sugarcane have been introduced, and 
between them occupy about one-sixth of the land, which 
may have resulted in a diminution in the amount of 
corn grown ; and Indian corn has taken a place among. 
the cereals of Egypt: but, with these exceptions, the 
crops now raised are much the same as those men- 
tioned in the papyr 

13. A large number of leases of land are p 
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and 
They 

ve information as to the rents usual in the country. 
all into two distinct classes. In the first, the 

rent paid was a stated number of artabai of corn, vary- 
ing from one to seven and a half per aroura; in the 
sccond, it was a fixed proportion of the produce, the 
lowest rate being one-half and the highest four-fifths. 

    
    

       

  

      
    

       

  

The terms of the leases do not give any nt 
evidence for distinguishing between these two classes, 
which both occur in all parts of the country and at all 
puinth 

      T of the Egyptian labourers, so far 
can hv judged from the rather scanty records, show a 
tendency to ris in nominal amount during the 
first three centu Thus, in 78 A.p., labourers at 
Hermopolis reccived from three (o five obols a day ; 659 
in the middle of the second century the ordinary day’s 
wages of a workman in the Fayum were eight obols, 
to judge from the sum fixe 

from labour on dykes ; ¢70 i 
were paid two and a half dr 
labourer two drachmse ; 67 
Memphis was from six to nine drachma daily.(7) Th 
rise, however, was due probably rather to the deprecia- 
tion in the coinage than to any improvement in the 
position of the workmen, as the prices of all articles 
seem to show a corresponding advance 

15 In one way the papyri give a rather unfavour- 
able impression of the Egyptians, on account of the 
number of complaints madeé to the local authorities of 
thefts and assaults.  The impression is perhaps not quite 
a fair one, as the evil deeds were naturally chronicled, 
while the good ones went unrecorded ; but the Roman 
not without reason, regarded Egypt as a country spe 
ally liable to disturbance.C™ Some of the cases may 
serve to show how qua i y 

for instance, a formal co nt lodged with the stra- 
tegos of the Herakleid district of the Arsinoite nome by 
Tarmouthis, a_female seller of vegetables, sets forth 
that *“on the fourth of this month, Taorsenouphis, wife 
of Ammonios Phimon, an elder of the village of Bacchias, 
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though she had no occasion ag: 
house and made herself most unpleasant to me ; be: 
tearing my tunic and cloak, she carried off sixteen 
drachmee that I had put by, the price of vegetables I 
had sold. And on the fifth her husband Ammonios 
Phimon came into my house, pretending he was looking 
for my husband, and took my lamp and went up into 
the house ; and he went off with a pair of silver armlets 
weighing forty drachmze, my husband being away from 
home.” G X more serious accusation is one addressed 
to the prefect from the Great Oasis by Syrus son of 
Petechon. He states: ““1 married a wife of my own 
tribe, Tsek . . ., a freeborn woman of free parents, and 
have children by her. Now Tabes, daughter of Am- 
monios, and her husband Laloi, and Psenesis and Straton 
their sons, have committed an act which disgraces all 
the chiefs of the town, and shows their recklessness ; 
they carried off my wife and children aforesaid to their 
own house, calling them slaves, though they are free, 
and my wife has brothers living who are free; and 
when 1 remonstrated they seized me and beat m 
shamefully. " Perhaps the most curious comment- 

on the state of Egypt, however, may be found in 
the life of Schnoudi. On one occasion a man 

n, and, on being told by the saint that he w 
murderer, remembered an incident which had appar- 
ently passed out of his memory—how he had taken his 
sword, gone out, and killed a woman, no reason what- 
ever being suggested for this.(™) At the same time 
the dux was on his way up the river; and, when a 
number of robbers were presented to him, he promptly 
put them to death without trial. () But the lawl 
ness of Egypt was unquestionably much greater in the 
latter half of the Roman period ; and, as has already 
been seen, during the last fifty years before the Arab 
conquest, the country was practically in a state of 
anarchy. 

inst me, came to my 
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APPENDIX I 

THE ROMAN GARRISON IN EGYPT 

pER Augustus, the Roman garrison of Egypt was 
furnished by three legions, one of which was stationed 

andria and a second at Babylon ; together with 
nine cohorts, three being at Alexandria and three at 
Syene (Strabo, xvii. 1). But one legion had already 
been withdrawn by the time of Tiberius (Tac. Ann. 
v. 5), and the garrison continued at this strength, the 
legions left being the iii Cyrenaica and the xxii Defota- 
riana, till the time of Trajan, who, not before the y 
99 (cf. B.G.U. 140), withdrew thesc two and substituted 
for them a single new one, the ii Traiana Fortis, which 
continued to scrve in Egypt for the rest of its istory. 

nt to be found of the Roman 
as a whole till that given by the Notitia 

tum, which mentions eight legions, cleven com- 
alry, thirty alie, and nineteen cohorts, as 

stationed in the provin 
“The Roman troops in 

  

  

  

     

     
    

    

      

    

        

    

  

    

    

gypt were, as has been shown 
by Mommsen (Hermes, xix. p. 4), mainly recruited 
from Egypt; with the exccption that, in the first 
century, when the iii Cyrenaica and xxii Deiotariana 
were in garrison, a large proportion of Galatians were 
found among the troops. He explains this circumstance 
by the supposition that, with the kingdoms of Egypt 
and Galatia, Augustus took over the Ptolemaic and 
Deiotarian armics (iid. p. 51). In later times the 
Egyptian troops were never sent out of the country ; 
and this fact, coupled with the constitution of the 
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s treated     an army, shows how the province 
a separate kingdom, and_ the forces raised there 

were used only for home service (Hermes, xix. p. 218). 
This rule was first broken by Valens, who, as already 
shown (ch. V. § 13), sent some of the Egyptian 

n other provinces, and filled their soldiers to serve 
places with Goths ; and so, in the lists of the Notitia 

rum is found sery- Dignitatum, the ala « 
¢ at Cartha in Mesopotamia, and the cohors 

Agyptiorum at Valiis Diocletiana in Ph 
The following. ferences to_ the 

arious legions, cohorts, alie, and other troops which 
have been preserved in Egypt. [The legions whos 
names are bracketed were probably not stationed 
Egypt.] 

Zegio i Hiyrica. Ded 
(Ree, Trav. xvi. p. 43 
{323} (Inscr, App. 

Legiy { Maximiana. 
ety Valetinians. 

  

    

    

  

  

       
      
  

  

      

  

priests at Koptos {315} 
r dedication, from Syenc      

     (Not. Dign.). 
} (Not. Dign.). 

tioned at Cusa 

i 
foned

 
at Phile

 
{ 

ioned
 

at Kopt
os           

        

    

     

Not. ign.) 
ajunt. A vexillus at Psclks fiog} (C. hebes 4127} (CoLL. § S 

dvam 1143} (B 
o coh. § Aug: Pract. 
oldicrs 148, 1613 (B.G. U 

G2} (Inser. 

    
    

  

Legio 
    

  

    

   
   

    
      

  

Alexandria {104} (C.1. 
Restoration of camp cnturion {175} (M.A. 

cs promotiseeundi at Tent 02} (G.P. 
mag 

         

    
      

, 6609, 6611, 661 
P. 333 No. o).~ Dedication at Ale 
(6.0, 378). 

s Valentinjana. “Stationed at Hermonthis {e. 425} 
(Not, Dign.). 

egiy i August 
( i 

    
    

  

Thebes {168} 
st 
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Legio i Cyrenaica. Inseription of homage at Pl 
Siot). Dedication at £bfas 
1% Jewinh war fe. 70t ( 

o by o soidicr at Thebes 180/1} 
soldie 

afito at_Gebelet- 1t 
W), A sokdier fozi (P 

qiarters {90100 or 102/31 (B.C 
[Undated] . Dedication by 

(LG! go1). ' Tom 
G602, Ghoy), Grafiito opposite Girgel (R.E.G. i p. 

Legio 1 Discletiana. - Stationed at * Andros.” * Pracsentia,” 
"Ombos, and Thebes fe. ot. Dign. 

Legio it Gailicn. 
- tost (Ins 

S5 at Koptos {3 
ation from Syene 132 i B 

Oxyrfiynchos 1205} (GO 43 
foned at. Mempi 

         

     

  

      
urion at Alexand 

49) 

  

      
   

   

  

     

  

B Legi
o 

vii Cla
udi

a 

 Sta
tion

ed 

at Ox; 

      

    

       

   
    

    

      

ynchos {20} (G.0.P. 
i. 43). Legin'%i Clandia. Stationed at Osyrhynchos {295} (G.0.P 
i 43). 

Legin wii 
165; (C.LL. 
  

  gt G, gt dipllinarie Stons Claianus funder 

  

          

  

- 30 ). *Graffto at Thebes 183} (C. 
o winter quariers 109/100 0r 10. 
Miti at Thebes {147, 189} (C.LG 

   

  

             B.AU. 10 G 
4706, 4768). 

[Undated.] Tombstones at Alexandria (C.LL. ii. 6308, 
G600, 6oz, 6606, G608, G623, G623; Rev. Arch. iSor, 
p- 333, No. s 
Gol. A soldier (1. 

  

  

     

  

   
   

Equites Saraceni Thamudeni. Stationed at Seenae Veteran- 
Not. Dign 

Sagittarii indigense. - Stationed 
e 

Dig: 
Egquites scutarii. Statoned at Hermopolis {c. 

Dig: 

          at T   tyra, Koptos, 
opolis   
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Equites felices Honoriani. S < 4as) 
(Not. Dign.). 

Equites' Mauri scutarii. Stationed at Lykopolis {e. 425} 
(Not. Dign.). 

Equites caluphractarii. A vexillatio at Ar 
6). 

Miltes mitiarenses. - Stationed at Syene . 
Ala i Abasgoriom. Stationed At Hibis, in ih 

fe- 425} (Not. Dign.). 
eypliorum. - Stationed at Sellc gypliorum. . Stationed at Ta 

    tioned 

  

Asphynis 

    noc {350} (B.G.U. 
  

   

    

    

     

    

      

ot. Dign.). 
- Oasis 

  

   
   

(Not. Dign). 
   

Ipia Afyorum._Soldic 
(8.G.U.231). Stationed at Thaubatis fe 

Ala dpriae:” Discarge of seter 
Ve, A soldicr § 

  

   
ioncd at Hipponon 

{izpRtcnt   

     

  

Ala i Arabiom. Station 
Al Arcadiana. [No s 
Al i Armeniorum. S 

Dign.). 
Ala_ii Assyriorum. Stationed at *Sosteos” {i 

Dign.). 
Ala_Augusta.  Disch 

Vet. xv.). 
Ala i Britonum. Stat 

     

    rige of veterans {83} (C.I 

ned at Isi          CAla 7 Jovia cataphraciariorum. 
(Not. Dign.). 

At Commagenorum. D 
Const.    

ge of veterans {8; 
0 at Talmis {218t ¢ 

  

L xv.). Graf     
Ala iii dromedariorum. St 

  

ned at Maximianopo 

    

Ala i Herculia dromedariorum.  Stationed at P 
- 425 (Not. Dign.). 

Mla'i Valeria dromedariorum.  Stationed at * Pre 
(Not. Dign.). 

Ala i Francorum.  Stationed at Contra Apollinopolis 
        Soldicrs {101 ( 

“lla Antoniana Gallca, . A'sesquip 
“lla Veterana Gallica. Dedications at Alesands 

e Stationed at Rhinocor 
Dign.). 

Al Germanorum, 
Cila § Herculia 

(Not. Dign.). 
Al Zoeropum, . Stationed at Thinuis {c. 4 

        

    

{roi} (C.LL. 
‘4250 (Not,       
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PT v 

    

   

  

in charge of quarries at 
    {e. 203} (C. 

Neplunia.,     ohoskion {c. 
   

Ala_vidi Palmyrenorum.  Stationed at Phanikon {c. 
(No 

Ala v Prelectorum. 
Dign.). 

    

  

at Dionysias 
  

  

    
       

Ala i Quadorum. Stationed in Lesser Oasis (Not. 
Ala o Relorum.  Stationed at Veteranorum {e. 425} 

(Not. Dign.). i Al 357 Sarmataruom. Stationed at Seenze Mandrorum {c. 425} 
(Not. Dig 

  

Ala i Thracum Mauretana, A soldicr 
A’ decurion transferred into_col 

. 606). Dedication ai 
   

    

   
   

     

    

  

i Tingitana. Stationed at Thimanepsis fe. 
Dign.). 

i Vandalorum. Stationed at Neapolis 4   

       
    

    

orum. At Koptos {134} (B. 
<optos 1164 (Inscr. 

p: 85 chel-cl-Touklh 4 2 | (R. 
No. o). 

Al vii I 

     
   
    1 Al - Stationed at Abydos 

“Ala Theodosiana. " |No station] fc. 4 
Collos £ Htamannorsm. - Stationed ak Burgus Severi {c. 425 

ot. Dign.). 
Collors i Apamgorum. A soldier | 

{135t (Pap. BM. 178). A sold 
ATibell: 
fe. 425} (Not. 

Coltors i Asturiim. 
CGolors i Clamavorum. 

i, 
i Flavia Cilicun. Discharg 

xv.). A soldier 
anorum {150} (.G 

« Cilicun equitata. 
118} (CLG. 4713), Prefect (C.1. 
Syene {c. 140} (C . 
fe. 130} (inser, b, 

   

     
   

   

  

4} (B.G.U. 
{Anion 

730 A sold             
  

  

         

    
      

   
   

  

 Mons Claudianus 
Builtbasilica at       
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Conors i Damascenorm. 
Colgrs i Epircorum. - Stationed al Castra Ju 

(Not. Dign.) 
o i Francorum.  Stationed at Diospolis {e. 425}      

    

    ioned at Cephro {e. 425} (Not.     ). 
Cohors v Hyreanorum. Grafito by prefect at Thehes £ 2 |   

  

Culirs 7 Hispanorum.  Discharge of veterans {83} (C.L.L. 
Const. Vet, xv 

Cohors # Hispanorion cquitata. Erected altar at Syenc o8} 
(Inser. P.S.B.A. xviii. p. 107, No. 1) 

Colors i Tispanorun Al Talmis {84} (C.LG. ii 
.\ 5046, S047). Stationed at Oxyrhynchos 

i 
i equitata, 

  

  

    

  

      

      

     

  

    

      

Graffito by prefect at Thebes 

altar at Syene {30} (Inser. 

Cohors. i Tiyraorum. 
Const. Vel. xv. at Pelkis | 
5081).  Graflito at Talnis {147} (C.LG. 

‘Aly fe. 425} (Not. Dign). — Graffito 
cent.f (C.1I. 

    

  

s 18 (I       
      

    

  

   

Const. Ve, xv.), 
i p. 311, No. 7). 

Colors. # Juthingorum. Stationed at Aphroditopolis {c. 
(Not. Dign.). 

Colors i Augusta Pratoria Lusitanorun. C 
polis {288 (C.LL. iii. 22).  Stationed at same 

ot. Dign.). 
“ugusia Draloria Lusilanorum cquitata. In winter 

quarters at_Contrapollonopolis major : strength, 6 cen 
ons, 3 decurions, 114 horse, 19 ¢ 
} (5.G5.U. 606). 

Coliors 7o Niomidorwn.  Stationed at Narmunth 
(Not. Dig 

Colhors # (Augusia) Pannoniorum. Disch 
L. iii. Const. Vet. xv.). 

  

      
     
    

  

              
rie of veie 831 Stationed at Thais fe. 425} 

s Romanorim. A soldicr {14314 (B.G.U. 
(Not. Dign,).  Tomb: 

    

        

  

  

Colors i Sagittariorum. 
ot. Dign.). 

Coliors v Syenensium. Stationed at Sy 
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Colors » 
Coors' ¢ 

Sugambrorin. Stationed at Castea. Lapidariorum 

           

  

    

83) (C.1 
s {16} (Rivi 
R    H(C 

2}    
   

  

uilata. Erceted altar at § 
p- 107, No. 1), 

Colors i Thebaorim. harge of ve 
Const. Vet. xv.). Graffito of prefect at Theby 

i- 37). 
Colors t F 

(Not. Dign. 
Cotors i Flavia Thracum. Grafito at Wady Hammanal 

{Domitiant (Letr. Rech, 4 
Coliors ii Thracum. Osirakon at Thebes fc. 200} (R.E. P 346). Stationed at Muson {c. 425} (Not. Dign.). Coliors”"ix' Tsanorum. - Stationed at * Nitma"" o, 

Dig 
Numerus Transtigritanorion. A soldicr at Arsinoe 498} (B, Pap. 113, 50). 
Numerus luxiliariorun Constantianorum. A soldier {350} (B.G.U. 516). 
Numerus Hermonthitorum {5 

  

      

Theodosiana. Stationed at Eleph 
  

       
        

    

(Not. 

    

    | (B.G.U. 673). 
i ai Hermopolis Magna {oth    

   

  

dre {and/3rd cent.} (B.G.U. 6 
yreni Antoniniani. A vexillarius at 

- (i Kopios, vi. 
Classis Alevandrina. Soldier {ist”cent.} (5. 

soldier {143/4} (B.G.U. 741). Prefect {1 
143). 

   
     

  o} (B 

     

  

arge of veterans {143} 
180} (B.G.U. 527, 326). charge of veterans {143, 148} (B.C 

~pretoria Misenarum. 
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PREFECTS OF EGYPT 

C. CORNELIUS GALLUS . . I 

    Sitzungs. d. k. 
1806, p. 469). 

Strab 

      

  

C. Petronius, it. [a] . 
P. Rubrius Barbarus . 3 

6588). 
C. Turs 2 (Pap.   

P. Octavius 

M Maximus . . 

Aquil   

    

s 10 eirea 31 (Seneca, Cons.ad Helv.), 
(Dio C. Ivii. 19). 

Ti. Julius Severus. .. circa 32 (Philo, adv. Flace. 1) (Dio 
C. Iiii. 19). 
i7(Philo, ady. Flace. 1). 2(C.L.G. 
10). 

     

A Avillius F 

    

  47 
   

  

milius Rectus . . . [under T etonius, Tib.     

  

us Strabo . . " Ivik. 19).



    

C. Vitrasius Pollio 

  

ilius Re{ctus] 

C. Ju 
Cu Vergilius C: 

  

s Postumus 

  

Lu 
     
M. Metius Modestus 

  Ti. Claudius Balbillus . 

L. Julius Vestinus . 

Cavcina Tuseus . . 

“Ti. Julius Alexander 

    

C. Septimus Vegetus . 

Mettius Rufus[d] . . 

T. Petronius Secundus . 
C. Pompcius Pl 

    

v—12 

Macro (4] 

PT 

  

41/2 (Inser. Bull. co 

e 47 (C.1.C 
L. i 

  

     
     

oo (Inscr. Vi, p. 28). 
6o/t (Inser. i, Miahun, p. 

(C,       

   

i 1957). 
67 (Dio C; 1 

(T Sept. 28 (C. L 
yir (Tac. Hist: i 

(Sucton. Vesp. 6) (Josephus, Bell. 
Jud. ii. 18). 

71 (Josephus, Bell. Jud. vii. 10). 
2(Plin. N.H. xix. 1 

[succeeded Lupus] (Joscphus, Bell. 
Tods vit 10): e 
Fb. 

    

    

     
85, Feb. 

896, . 167).      
2(Suet. Dom. 4). 

90, Apl. 10 (G:O.P. i, 72). 90, May 
10 (Inscr. Petric, Koptos, 

0 (Insc 
   

     

  

95



  

C. Vibius Maximus 

C. Minicius 

  

C. Sulpicius Simius 

M. Ru 

Q. Mare 

  

hammi 
Ha 

  

. Flav 

Sex. Petronius Mamertinus 

    

lius Lupus 

s Turbo [¢]   

artialis . 
Nepos    

  ius Titia   

‘alerius Eudemon 

C. Avids 

M. Petr 

L. Mu 

  

jius Heliodorus . 

onius Honoratus 

ius Felix. 

  

M. Sempronius Liberalis [/] 

  [Vollu us Mascianus [g] 

OF E 

  

P 

    

   

  

104, 
  

MA 
o, p. 140). 

100, May 10 
(L 
14 (CLG. 
o) ; 
5/6 (Eusebius, Hist, Ecel. . 2). 
6, May 34/(CLG 

  

   

  

7 (Di 
fradr 

118, Apl. 23,(C. 
121, Feb. 18 ( 

Kpl. 21 (B. 
13 (C.P.R. 1 

126, March 20 (C. . 41). 
Aug: 20 (GO 57 1aclt 

- 420). 131, Aug 2(B.G 

      

   

3 S0 12 
124, Apl. 

      

    

  

g 154, 
40 135 19). 2(C.LL 

  March 10°(C.I.L. iii. 
Feb. 11 (B.G. U 

[under Hadrian] G.O.P. i. 4o. 

  

     

13 March g0 (5 
© 

  

   
    x,o(j-mml\hrl) pol 

R.A. 1894, p- 402). 2(C.1 
4863). 2(B.G.U t61). 2 (B. 
613). 2(Pap. BAL 358). 

154 Aug. 20 (B.G.U. 572) 
U. 26). 156, Jan. 1 (B 

613). 

  

    

    

  

6067 
about 159 (B.G.



PRE] 

L. Valerius Proculus 
  

M. Annius Syriacus 

Honoratus 
s Titianus 

swwus Rufus /7 
ius Statianus, 

     
  ! Calv 

  

T. Pactumeius Magnus 

    

urelius Papirius Dio 

L. Mantennius Sabinus 

M. Ulpius Primianus 

    

   

s Saturninus [£]. 
Lietus : 

  

jus Heracleitus . 
atus [4] 

  

Mevvius Honorianus 

  

nius Julianus . 

Epagathus 

  

  

Emilianus . . 
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funder Antoninus] ( 1970) 
(B.G. 

  

U. 198) (GG.P. i 56 162/5 (B.G. 

     

  

Tbio C: 1xxi. between 177 
4704) (B.G.U. 5. 181 (B.G. U, 12, 

between 180 
1653) 

[under Commodus] (Dio C. I 
13). 

     

    

ad 183 (C.I 

  

   
    

- 193, March 6 (B 646). 
b 

104, 
(Borghesi, (uvres, iv.   

196, Feb. 

217/8 (Dio C. Ixxv 
9, Aug. 13 (Ins 
22001 (G.G.P. 

232, June (C.LG. 

    

  [under Severus Alexander] G.O.P. 

  

[under Severus Alexander] (Dio C. 

  

Toxx. 2 
250, July 17 (C.P.R.i.20). 2(Eusch. 

HCE: i 4o, Vil 11    

[under Gallienus] (Hist. Aug. Trig. 
Tyr.) (Euseb, H. E. vii. 11).



150 

  

  

2] (Hist.     Firmus Aug. Fir-      

   
   

Celerinus (7] . Epi 

  

Pompeius [n] 
Culcianus 

      

. Theod. xv. 1. 8). 
e 

tean.). 307, 
Fheod, X 18. 1), 

    

    

   

    

Tatianus f 363/8 (Chiro      
Publius . 

  

Elius Palladius 

   (Chron. Pat.). 
380, March 17 (Cod. Theod. xii. 

80). 3% (Chron. By 
i, 5071)- 

  

   

    

  

Put.). 
hron. Put.). 

May 1y (Cod. Theod. 
   

     
Palladivs .. i 

  

Hypatius 
Anto 5 
Florentius B      

Paulinus, i . B 

Florentius, it. . 

    

  

  

A . 358, Apl. 30 (Cod. Theod. ix. 
Alexander * oo, Feb. 18 (Cod. Theod. 

15). 
Evagrius . - 301, June 16 (Cod. 

  

1), ?(Soz. H. E. vii. 15),
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   Potamius . . . 392, March 5 (Cod. Theod, 

Hypatius, i, Apl. 9 (Cod. Theod. 
  

  

Potamius, . - 302 June 22 (Cod. Theod. xii. 1. 
8 (Cod. Theod. 
July 3o (Cod. 

   
    Cl. Septimius Eutropius d 302 (Inser. App. 

i, 16).” 

  

mosynus . .. 305 (Theophanes, Chronogr. 83). 
s . 396, Feb. 5 (Cod. Theod. xiv 

  

      

  

h 30 (Cod. Theod. 

    

      

    

    307, June 17 (Cod. Theod. ix. 4. 
2)." 307, Nov. 26 (Cod. 

o). 
(Socr. HLE. v 

    

   istathius 

Theodosius [under An 
59) (Malal 

us](John of 
 xvi Joi). 

  

  (MiLTary Py acting with Patriarch as Civil Prefect.) 
Jobames .. . under Maurice] (John of Nikiou, 
Pauus ... + [undr Maurice] (John of 
Job: 

97 
Menms 

. . . - [under Mavri 97) Paulus, 
Di 

    

  

    

      

5, 6 e   

   

Theodorus . B 639 (John of N 

NOTE 

  

[a] The grounds for supposing C. Petronius (0 have been twi 
fect are set forth in Note X. App. IV. 

inated as prefe 
us shows that D. 

s Ru i 
Petric, Koptos, 

  

  

      

  

       
Hogarth was 
rasures of the 

  

twa Koptos inseriptions published 
  

 



    

  

[@] The reason given by P. Meyer   nes, xxxii. p. 214) for 

         

  

     

    

  

  

Supposing an otherwise unknown Diosey ve been prefect 
of Egypt in 105/6-that his name appears with th rehitect 
on a stone pedestal, apparently as the p e of the 

ke         

He was 
vileges it 

   

    
U e (1 Supposing Sem 

'y Maal (Chronogr, xi 3 
Antoninus. 

[ Volusius Mcianus is dated by Pap. B 
with B.G,U. 613 ace Kenyon, C; 

 Mitthei 
. 663) 

S shown good reasons 
10 have been th 

) as Killed by the mob in the 
        

       

    

   

   

  

      L. 376, compared 
logue of Greek Papy, iis p. 

b, 1806, 
virtually 

  

  

     
fating of Bassieus Rufus, sce Meyer (Hermes, 

(Hermes, i p: 483) is probably right in suppos- 
ipt B.G. s issued by Saturninus as 

  

nnecessary to suppose him 0 have 
been generally taken. See 

  

[ A. Stcin (Hermes, xxxii. p. 63) is here followed in pl 
Celerinus as prefect unde 
[ ]. P v (Athe 1897, and Cosmopolis, 

7) reads the name of the prefect on * Pompey’s pillar " 

  & 
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NSCRIPTIONS 1 

  

HE GHIZEH MUSEUM 

     Tug following inscriptions are all in the Ghizeh 
Museum, and are, for the most part, unpublished. 
Some have been published, but are in periodicals not 
readily accessible: I have therefore added them here. 
The readings given are from my own copies : 

  

    

      

FEPKAIGAFOCAYTORPA 

TOPOCBEOTEK GEOY K O1koAOMH 

TOYMEP(BOROY T GEw KAIKYFI 

© CORNWIAIWITAPAT® / EKNEINOY 

MOAEWCAPOBATOKTHNITPOTHN 

KAITWN FYNAIKGN KAI TWNTERN 

@N EYXHNLS ‘KAICAPOC @APAK 
“rip Raivapes Atrospd- 

ropos Geod éx ol  oikodowc 
708 wepefihon 76 065 wal xupi 
o Sowvaraly wapi 7olv] & Neav 
T\ews wposaroxryorpipluly 
Kl 78y v 

      

r o (¢row) ¢ Kalaapes bap((rad) K'. 
A stele from Dimeh (Soknopaiou Neso: 

rough relief of a ram-headed figure, repre 
155 

  

   with a 
nting the    
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SH MU 

  

UM 

shepherds of Nilopolis, adoring Scbek, Published by 
F. Krebs in tr pt, Zeitschrift fur Jgypt. Sprache, 

. p. 31. 
Date : 24 B.C 

a. 

)  YNEPTIBEFIOYKAICAPOCCESACTOY 

        
    

March 16. 

ITIB1 KAIAPTOXPATHKAITANI OEOIT 

MEFIETOIE TONREPIBOAONTAMENIC 

MAPOENIOY KAIMAPOENISE Y (0L 

LHTIBEPIOY KAICAPOCEEBALTOY 

) erovTmmmoNNoKAEAbCTomYPIoraYoT oot 

ETITANI KoY TTSAAIEOE RFAET ATHE € 40CO EACHBETIC 
(a) "Trip Tepiov Kaloapos Seiaron 

Lo kai ' Apmoluipiry xai Tav Ocols 
wetorors 7ov wepionos Mapems 
Hepdcrion xai Naphévos vids 
(¥rous) o Tuepion Kaioapos Sedorou 

(B)"Eravs 13" Avravivow Kalsapos 707 Kuplon 
{4 xodonity 

éxt Haviawov riNNios mporrdrfon} “lowdos Oeas ueylorns. 

  o 7{0)ix(n) kab(apebivra) 

A stele, probably from Qus (Apollinopolis Parva) (to 
judge by comparisonwith the nextinscription), with ador- 

on by the emperor of Isis and Harpokrates. See fig. 17. 
The first, nscription was cut in 20/21 ; the second, 

t the bottom, in 148 0. 

  

        
       

      

YREPTIbe PIOYRAICAPOCCELA CTOY 

LiHEMew® A Kronwi@easi mericreol 

TV POC 11 I6CMAMNE e MPOCTATHCIC Boc.
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“Trép Tyepion Kairapos Scpio:on 
(@rous) o By o Kpinss 066 ey 
Wap0évios Naurias mporrirns Lo 

       

       om Qus (Apollinopolis Parva), with ador: A stele 
an inscription in demoti tion by the emperor ; below, 

Date: 31, July 5 
    

+ L IATIBEPIOY KAAYAIOY KAIEAFOT 

CESACTOY FEPMANIKOY 

AYTOKPATOPOE XoiaKk = 

CTOTOYHT IOE AP MAHE (OF ANEOHKEN 

TOILA10CKOPOICYTEPAYTOYEIATAS W 

(¢rous) w Tygepion Khadiov Kalsapos 
Sedoron eppavisor 
Nirokpirapos oiax ¢ 
Sroréfupreols  Apraiouos dndpne 
Tois. Awawbposs imip airon dir) dvadd 

    

A stele in form of a pylon, from Dimeh (Soknopaiou 
Nesos) ; the inscription is at the foot. 

Date: 50, Dec. 
  

  

5. 
AOYEIOE MHL1117 KAAYAIGHAYEA 

NIAETPATH FWIAPCINOEITOY 

XAIPEINTOYTOrErPAMMENON 

EKGEMAMPOGECENOICKABHKE 

TOYNOMOY TOTOIEINARANTE © 

1AWEITAYR EMOYKEREYOMENA
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errwco 

NOYKIOE AOYEIOC /Ml NETET 

ENEIAPCINOEITOYIEPE[COETY 

EOKNOTAIOVEN ETYXON Mot 

AEFONTECEIE (EWPTIATATEConl 

TovTovEMENAROAYGS | EAN 

aemicez 

  

AEFXEHITAYTEMOY 

AAZ KEKPIMENAKTPOETA 

XOENTAKE(N HCACHBOYAHQEIL. 

AMOIBONAN OIHEAI KATA 1AN 

HAPPYPIK(OL HEWMATI KOG, 

KonACeHCETAI LiaTiBERIOY 

KAAYAIOYIKAIEA POL CEBAETOY 

TErMANIKoY AYTOKPATOPOL 

Paroiover | 

  

Aoiruos [emapyos] Khavile Ava- 
via arpariiye Apowociron 
aipewr. To imoycypapuévor 
ibegia mpdtes & ofs Kabixe 

TBwoe 7 ix" Guov re\evbuera 
Epparo. 
Aoineos Aotrtos [Erapxos] Myec: 
Ered " Apauvocirov iepes Ocod 
Sowvoraiov érérixiv o 
Neyorres ¢is yeapyias dyertas, 
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Toious ey dmohda di 
O 718 Ny 7 i o 
Gmat xekpudra ) mporra 
birra sfelariaas 3 Bokypes 
Gugifiona wodjoac rard = 
7 dryupisds 9 cwnarids 
co\agbioeras. (“Frove) i Tugepton 
K\aviion Kairapos Segiaror 
Tepuarisod Aionpiropos, baphuoride ¢ 

  

  

  

  

A limestone slab from the Fayum, carcfully cut. 
The word following the name Lusius has been erased 
in Il 1 and 8; it was probably a title, and that of 
Zrapxos fits the erasure. The only other official who 
could have issued such a rescript was the epistrategos, 
and his title is too long for the lacun 

Date:: 54, April 5. 
& 

    
    

  

      
    

SO KPATOPOCTITOYR AlCm v 

IYECTACIAN O Y CeB ACTOY KA 

s Kxveapoe  kan 75 

ANTOCAYTAN OIKOY TIKAAT 

  

AMOANINAFIOC KYPINA BIA®PO; 

TOY MATPOC - Ti: K ARYAIOYXPHEIMOY, 

ATOMANI qeamencm kAT 

“Trip Airospiropos Tirou Keirapo[s 
Oierraguivos Sedoron xal 
[Sogucradvor] Kaisapos ol 7ofd 
Favris airaw oo Tu3épuos) K[ iduos 
“r\\adpuos Kupiva, dct gpolvrio- 
7o warpds TuFepion) KNavolon Xpnoiuov [avétnsc? 
Xm0 peiomy kol 7ol [gummioss Ocois: 

  

      block, broken at edges: provenance not stated. 
In line 3 the name of Domitian has been erased. 

Date, 79/81.
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iUe 

  

NexeveHaTETEROY) 

  

11 ANE@HKENETHANN (CIA0COEAC 

MEFICTHC TABYPAC LTE TPAIANGY ToY Kvr 

Nexoins TereNiov . . . . avélyser arikay “Toiios Ocds 
Keiorns Madupis (¢rovs) 3" Tpaudinon oo wpfion 

A stele from Gebelén (Pathyra). 
Date: 108/0. 

5 : o 
(x) YTewpaTopockAicAPoc 

  

BIKOYTEPMAN KOYMEMCTDY 

(6) MeraanTYXHILY oi 

  

NANICAWNTHG  Pet 

NEWBHKAT EKOCHMHOH | 

oY ik TaRN YT ner) 

  

INCATITTARI N THAPG G 

J ATOCAPX 1EPEWCKAIX ere 

WENER  FAANKAITATANOY i sn WCNET 

AIAAYPIKHC KA AZIZOY 1EPE WCENY. 

RATIANKINNIOYCEB’ To S'» KAINKINIOY. 

1D KAICAPGCTOBMHNOC AWOY- A 

KALE . ANNOY 10 KAl 3. APXKaKAL 

e



  

I MUSE] 
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(@) "Tip "Aliroxpiros Kaiaapos [Tpacivos 
. Hapoucod Pepuavasod Megiaror 

) Meriy rixy 700 d 
v dlriyeNes 7ol - Jpe]. 
e xat cromein. + 
2t Oacrapivon w(pa(ootran) Nexfecn 
5] TeNueis st & INNupa s . - - 

270} aayerrapiaw 73 7polvole. ( 
uros dpxicpéos xal xa it 

o5 Ney(larar) ¥ Ta\(ueis) sai ardvon flpélos Ney(éawos) 
"IN wud " Asigow Gepdu, & 0 

ariy Nasion Scaldoron) 75 ¥ xal Aexw{r}ion 
7 Kaloapos 70 5, wivos Adov o 
i et dp(icpier) nal 

             

Jo       
  

     

      
A block from Assuan (Syene), originally part of an 

architrave ; sub: turned over and re-used. 

    

   aux, 
which was set up for the safety of the | 

v and i lllyrica—under the com- 

  

mand of Victorinus. 
Date: original inscription, 116/7 ; 

q 
ccond, 323. 

  

TEPTHOAVTORPATS PO KAICA ROC TITON 

AIA(OY ASFIANOYARTIONINGY CEUACTOY. 

EYCEBONCTYXHCAPTOXPATHI 0001 

MeriCris: TENH T TERIBOAIYTAAIS 

SENTSKABHPE SHKAIOIKO A0 MHOH 

€M TANICKOYTToRA Ia0CTraCTATOY (G 

BEACMENICTHC  ETOYCTB ANTWONIN 

KAICAPOCTOYKY?I0Y GAVMOYO! K 

  

"Trip 775 Aérospéropos Kaigapos Tiroy 
Aoy " Adpudvou " Avrwrivon e|3ldaron.
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Kiacos ixys “Aprofiipiry ¢ 
eyiai Teixy o0 TepBiNon Taace 
Ovra rabmpdiin kel tiwodouidy 
ém avioxou TiriN\ibos rposraron “Tadfos 
s peyiarys: érous o3 Arrarivfov 
Kaigapos 700 xpiou apuoite 2 

A stele, probably from Qus (Apollinopolis Parva). 
Compare Nos. 2, 3, and 11. 

Date: 149, April 15 (2). 
o 

  

GEAIMEFICTHIICIAITAOYCIA 

TIB 10VAIOC AREZANAPOC 

ENAMENOC: ERAPXOLATEIPHC A 

PAAOVIACTIONA 1 OMHKOTLN 

CEMTHCEYOYNIACTOY- BITAMMATOC 

TONANAFIANTACYNTHI BACHANESHKE 

LRR AVTORPATOPOCKAICAPOCTI VA OY 

ADPIAROYANTIONE(NOYCESACTOYEICEBOYC 

MECOPH-  ETATOMENN - T 

Oci peyiary “Towse Mowie 
T8 (dpeo) ToiNios *ANéEavdpos, 
evdicros Exapxos omcipns o 
D\aouias, 7o cyopavonsirr, 
6 éxl 77 cilnrias 700 " ypduuaros, 
v dvdpiavra. ow i de dvétmne 
{#rous o’ Atrospéropos Kalaapos 
“Adpudvou "Avravlelivou Seiaron 
ety éxayopcrar 7. 

Base of a statue, from Alexandria. Published by 
Néroutsos Bey, Bulletino dell’ Instituto Egiziano, 

p. 77 
Date: 138, Aug. 
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[c AYTOKPATOPOCKAICAPOCTI: 

ANOYASFIANOANTANINY, 

emACTOY EvCesorTeTor| 

ABYPRA €I MANICKoY 

noanoc 

  

   

  

    

oepaen 

  

Atroxpéropos Kaizapos 
Ai\lov “Adpudvon 
Scidaro B 
Aovp wd, et Mavioo, 
11{rji\idos w{pooérou “Tauofos 
e unlorns ke Aproplirov 

U e, 
s. Compare Nos. 2, 

    

      Stele, probably 
bas-relief of emperor adoring I 
3, and g. 

Date: Nov. 17,in same year of reign of Antoninus Pius. 
2z 

  

NTOKPATOPOC MAPKOY AYPHAIOYCEOYHPOY' 

MTIONINGYEXTYXOYC €YCeBoYC ceBACTOY & 

InommscmsccesacricTracaneiianon 
CTATOTE AN HNOCANEE ANA POY TANTAPXHAC) 

HCOMBETINTON et CETCEBEMxAPINANEHKEN | 
; hncneaereins= osemovarensr 

    
Aloroxpiropos Mépeov Aipmhiow. 
*Alyravivou Birvxots Eiacfis Se
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<l TonNis Sy Scorys oy lclsien 
o paromddas Speos ANetinipon Tasrapcies 
7T Ol wihcws cioepelas xiper dvtlimey 
GF ixade, Ered xf gapwotte iviry. 

Probably from Ombos ; a block of stone, apparently 
used as a door-lintel, broken to left. 

e: 214, March 4. 

  

  

  

   

5. 1T ICEXTYXECTATOICKAI 

  

oAk AT, 
arkoMPNOANTGOr 
EXTYXOYCEYCeBOYCCEBACTOY 

s mecorn Kk em 
RGO 
NiormAcriovATonARYeRTD 
nororave mavPN K AToAD 
NoCTOmH ok acND 
RosommcinsEzTATH GG 
orroicenouncaneromaiey 

enArAow! 

  

] s cirixcardross kallpos 
o Kupiou v Airoxpiropels 
Mdprov Apniov ‘Avrwvtelivon 
iruyots Biocos Siaron 

(rov) B Meoipn &, éxl 5 
Tepwilony Xpiorion) éxdpxlon} Abyimrou 
xad Oia\epion "AmoN{Nwapiov émirps 
rou dpous, M(dpkos) Apiios "AxoN\e 
vuos 7w Kimop & OceNiov dveo- 
Kodbyrey kai wypldacs o Tols 
iro émoinoey éx o0 idio 

e’ dyallg. 
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A slab of limestone, roughly cut; proven: 
known. 

Dat 

    

210, Aug. 13. 
L ipuatoclc] fis@poC 

“CYNTOICTERNOIC K Tol C- 

1A10ICYNEPKYXAPICTIAC 

ANEOHKEN ENArAE @ 

ETOYCFOYANE P|ANOY 

K TANAIGHOY <C€8B= 

MEcorH @ 
AJipiios "Tridupos 
o rals résvocs K(a) 7ol 

  

G mip eixaporias 
iy éx' Galy 
erons o Oiaepidon 
) TaMoipan ep(darrar) 

Meaiyn o', 
A round block, perhaps base of a statue, from 

Alexandria. 
ate: 236, Aug. 2 

  

  

s 
SYOANL 1 e 

  

8 €0YBEAHCANTOCKAL 

TOYX PICTOYAYTOYE N1 T HC MANE YAAIMONOC 

BACIAE IACTWNTANANTANE IKWNTWNAECROTLN 

HMAWNOYARENTINIANOYIKAIOYANENTOC 

KAICPAT (ANOYTWINAIWNIWNAY FOY CTIWN 

ENTHEYTYXECTATHAYTWNA EKAETHPIAEITETPA 
v—13
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IYAONEWNYMONTOYB E(GTRTOY BACINEWCHMANOYAENTIC 

ERQEMENNEKTICBHENITHCE TAPKKCTOYKYPIOY 

AAMPOTATOYERAPXOYAINYITOVAINICY 

18ANARIOYAOMCTEXONTOCKAIEMIKEIMENOY 

TWKTICOENTITETPARY AWONAAOYIOY 

KYPOYMOAITEYOMENOY enarAew 
Tlod Masloxpdroplos vcof Oeknadvros kel 
700 Npiorou airos éxi 7, Tareusaljovos 
Basi\cas 76w 7i. mirra siclidrman Scowordn 
‘i OieNerrasiron xal OiaNioros 

ol Lparudnon 7ov aiavian Atyodorin, 
& i cimuxeardry airds Sexaeripiiel, Terpde 
e o tae o e O 

2 ueion éxrinin, éxl 7is exdpers 700 Kuplow 
Naumpardrov exipnon Abyirov Akiou 
TaNadion, Nogreiorros Kl éxtkepdro 
76 krurilore rerparing Phaor 
Kipov woerevauévor ix" dyad, 

Inscribed on a XXVIth dynasty altar from Athribis. 
Published in R.A. 1847, 15th Aug. 

Date: 374. 
[N 

  

       
    
  

  

  

ANTINOQI 

EMidANs| 

PEIAOCAKYAAC 

€micTPATH IO C 

eHBAIAOC 
Arriy 
mignes dedos Axidas 

Emoryiriryor 
Onaidos. 
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A granite altar from Sheikh-Abadeh (Antinoopolis). 
Date: probably about the middle of the s 

century. 

6. 

ond 

  

TO(CTHEY @ HA I CHCAYTOKPA 

TOPACKAITFONAIOYXONCAECTOTAC 

HMIWNOYARENTINIANON OE 08 0CIoN 

APKAAIONTOYCAIWNIOYC AYTOTF 

FOYCKAIDRAYION ONG) PIONTON 

CONPANECTATON v 111011011 

AU 11173 CONAMITP STATOCE TAPXOC. 

TOYIEPOY APAITEOR Y THCYN HOE 

KAGOIUCEIA®IE PUEIE NIKAAYA (Y 

CENTIMIOYEXTPOMOVTOY AAM TPOTATOY 

HreMonoc 

Tads 7is i i s atrorpi- 
Topas kal zpovacoixovs derwiras 
Juir Oiehesraviaror Oco 
“Apeddion zois aduvious airor 
yavs xad Pafolvion ‘Ovipiow 707 
nigariorazon . o oot 
T8 Napimpiraros Erapxos 
740 tdpow mpacrapion 75 v 
Kalostred o éxl Knaudion 
crriion Eirporion 706 Nagerpordron 

  

  

  

  

  

  

ndovos. 

Inscribed on the back of the altar, 16a. 

  

between 384 and 39 

 



APPENDIX IV 

NOTES 

Note 1.—POSITION OF THE ARCHIDI 

    

THE office of archi tes was one w h existed 

under the Ptolemies, when he was president of the 
chrematistai, or c nd Strabo (xvii. 1. 12) 

rehidikastes was 
At theRar ety 

<andrian judge; and, to 
ed, Mommsen (Roman 

Provinces, vol. p. 247, note 1, English trans.) 
supposes that the Alexandrian archidikastes was dis- 
tinct from the president of the chrematistai, and that 
the latter had perhaps been set aside before the Roman 
period. This supposition, however, is met by the refer- 
ences to the archidikastes in papyri as mpos 74 éryiehely 
oy xpypariorTiw kat 1oy iXNor kpurgpiov (B.G. U. 455, 614), 
which shows that the Roman officer was the successor, 
in title, at any rate, of the Ptolemaic archidikastes for 
the whole of Egypt. 

The situation, however, was complicated by the fact 
that the chrematistai had been abolished by the Romans, 
and the circuits were held by the prefect and dikaiodotes 
in their stead. Both these officials were superior in 

b 
7 the decisions of the judges on 

there could be no appeal 

  

    

    

      

        

  

      

  

   

  

  

    

  

        rank to the Roman archidikastes ; and consequently   

original duty of 
circuit necessarily el s 
from a superior o an inferior. 

There are several referenc 
105 

      

    

in the published papyri
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197 

  

to the archidikastes and_his functions; and a bricf 
summary of th ssist in clearing up his position 

n Roman t 
B.G.U. 73. ¢ from the archidikastes to the 

strategos of the kleid division of the Arsinoite 
nome, enclosing a_document, the character of which is 
not specified, for deposit in the local archives by their 
keeper: 

B.G.U. 136. A note of the entry of an action, relative 
to the administration of the property of a minor by her 
guardians, before the archidikastes at Memphis; the 
action was referred by him to the local strategos for 
trial. 

B.G.U. 241. A document sent from Karanis in the 
Arsinoite nome to the archidikastes, stating the division 
made by two sons of property left by their fathe 

B.G.U. 455. A letter to the archidikastes, conveying 
the acknovicdgment of the salc of a certdin picce of 

       

    

      

  

  

  

        

    
    

  

      
   
straicgos of the FE division of the Arsinoite 
nome, conveying a copy of a petition, enclosing the 
formal acknowledgment of a loan, which had not been 
repaid ; the lender therefore wished of the 
documents to be filed in both archives (ie. presumably 

xandria, and in the nome), and the strategos to 
inform the borrower of this step, which was the pre- 
liminary to an action for recovery of the money ; the 

accordingly sent the copy for the local 
archives, and directed the strategos to inform the bor- 
rower that it had been filed. 

B.G.U. 614. Copics of documents in a suit, begin- 
ning with a petition to the prefect, relative to an action 
for the recovery of a loan; after the suit had been 
authorized by the prefect, the plaintiff, a soldier, applicd 
to the archidikastes, sctting forth that he was unable, 
on account of his military duties, to visit the place 
where the defendants resided, and therefore wished 
them to be summoned before the archidikastes. The 
archidikastes, as a necessary preliminary, ordered copies 
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       vered to the defendants ; and 
the p asked the archidikastes to write to the 

tegos of the Herakleid district of the Arsinoite 
nome and enclose copies for deliver; 

B.G.U. 720. An acknowledgment, addressed to the 
archidikastes, by a soldier, of the deposit with him of 
certain articles. 

B.G.U.741. A copyofanacknowledgment, addressed 
to the archidikastes, of a loan on the security of property 
in the Ar: ite nome, from one soldier to another. 

These cases, taken with B.G.U. 455 and 614, suggest 

  

     

  

    

  

   

      

  

The 
that the court of the archidikastes at Alexandria was 
the most convenient place for the deposit of agreements 
to which soldiers were parties: as their military duties 
would be apt to take them away from the place at 
which the agreement was concluded. 

G.G.P. ii. 71. An authorisation from parties con- 
cerned, to a man, to prove a will from Kysis in the 
Great Oasis before the archidikastes at Alexandria. 

R.E.G. 1894, vii. p. 301, No. 1. An authorisation 
from the pas ned, to a man, to present to the 
archidika andria_documents relative to the 
cession of a share in a certain business at Kysis in the 
Great Oasis. 

R.E.G. 1804, vii. p. 302, No. III. Similar to last. 
G.O.P. i. 34% An order for the deposit of the re 

of the Sukoyi 7w kuri kuipby dpxidikacziv in the arcl 
at Alexandria. 

The first point to be decided with reference to the 
s, whether he sat at Alexandria only, or 

travelled round the nomes. The three documents from 
the Great Oasis are clearly on the side of the former 

i nothing against it in the other 
B.G.U. 136. It is important, however, 

to notice that in this case, in which alone the archi- 
dikastes is found with certainty sitting elsewhere than 
at Alexandria, the court was held at Memphis ; and F. 
Krebs (Philologus, liii. p. 577 f1.) has pointed out that 
the high priest of all Egypt similarly appears as sitting. 
at Alexandria and Memphis. Further, the terms of the 
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peti n B.G.U. 578 and 614, both relating to places 
in the Fayum, show that the archidikastes held his court 
somewhere outside the immediate neighbourhood of these 
places; which would hardly apply to Memphis, only 
a day’s journey away from the Fayum. There is also 
a small point to be noted in the terms of B.G.U. 73, 
which seems to show an ignorance of local circum- 
stances ; the archidikastes writes to Archias, who is 
known from G.G.P. ii. 45 to have been strategos of the 
Herakleid division of the Arsinoite nome, addres 
him as strategos of the Arsinoite nome; which he 
would hardly have done, if he had visited the nome and 
learned its peculiar division into_districts. And the 
reference in G.O.P. i. 34 to the duoyy of the archi- 
dikastes does not imply that he went on circuit. On the 
whole, the evidence seéms to show that the archidikastes 
sat at Alexandria, possibly with power to remove his 
court to Memphis. It may be remarked that there is 
1o authority for the completion of the lacuna in B.G.U. 
614, 1. 7, as iepfeis xai dpyidwarris 7is 700 "Apowoljrov 
“Hpuxheidov pepidos, so far as 1 can sce 

What the precise duties of the archidikastes were, 
ar very clearly.  He scems to have had a 

al charge of the archives at Alexandria, in which 
copies of all documents deposited in the various local 
archives throughout the country had also to be placed 
(G.O.P. i. 34); this function own by the three 
Oasis papyri, which refer to various documents to be 
presented to him ; and the cases in B.G.U. 241 and 455 
appear to be similar. 

The three instances in which the archidikastes appears 
as a judge are all civil cases, and in all three there is 
no reference to any delegation of authority to him 
from the prefect, which shows that he was legally com- 
petent to try such suits. The circumstances under 
which the suits were brought before him, rather tl 
before the prefect or dikaiodotes on cireuit, are shown 
by B.G.U. 614, wherein the plaintiff desired the d 
fendants to be summoned before the archidikaste: 
presumably at Alexandria, because he himself was a 
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soldier, and therefore unable to go to the local court. 
In B.G.U. 578, also, the plaintiff was a 
Antinoe, while the defendant ded in the 
and possibly it was more_convenient for him fo go 
to Alexandria, where copies of the documents pre- 
served in the archives of both his own district and the 

at’s would be at hand, than to visit the Fayum 
and bring his case before the circuit judges, only to 

.find that he had to send back to Antinoe for some 
written evidence. 

It may be concluded that the archidikastes sat at 
Alexandria as a_permanent judge, before whom  the 
plaintiff, and probably the defendant also, in any civil 
case, both parties to which did not reside in the same 

could elect to have their dispute tried. 
The instance of the archidikastes holding his court at 

Memphis must be left, until further evidence as to the 
reason for his presence there is discovered. B.G.U. 
136 unfortunately only contains the official notes of the 
trial, which gave, no doubt, all necessary particulars at 
the time, but are not full enough to show any reason why 
there should, in this case, be an apparent departure from 
the usual rule as to the duties of the archidikastes. 

      

    

   

    

       
   

           

      

  

    

    

Nore I1L.—STR 
HERAKLEID DIVISION OF T 

01 AND ROYAL SCRIBES OF THE 
ARsiNoITE NOME. 

    

  

The exceptionally large proportion of the papyri hither- 
to published which come from sites in the Herakleid 

ion of the Arsinoite nome, furnish a fairly complete 
st of the strategoi and royal scribes for that division, 

at any rate during the sccond century. A catalogue 

  

       

  

    

       

of the known names and dates may therefore serve 
usefully to illustrate the tenure of these appointments. 

STRATEGOL 
Name. Date. Reference. 

Oiax 19th Nov. 11 
dorus (3) 115 

Clatudius Lysanius () sth April 54    
[G. Julius Asinianus () Isth June 57



STRAT 

Name 

Ti. Claudius Arciu 

  

   arapion 
Archibius 

Ma 

  

rehus. 

[Herakleides (s) 
Theodorus 

Hi   

  

ZElius Eudzemon 

[Sercnus () 
[Alexander () 
Sarapion 

Potamon 

Flavius Apollonius 
Apolloniu 
Plolemzeus 

  

Ammonius 
Dioscorus 
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Date Reference. 
26th Teb. 5o e      

    

    

    

   
    

                  

   

  

     

     

        

| 

e i 
{3h % o] 
   

  

   
ih Feb. 130 

    

  

an. 146 
ged May 146 

1 146/ 
| 23t July 147 

30th Ja 
14th Feb. 
150/60. 

th Jan. 
28th ] 
28th Ja 

   
  

    

  

before 10th Au 
169 
e 

26th Nov. 16 
Tith April 
ard Oct. 170 (k) 

  

  

   
1745 Aug 175 
2800 0T 

Nov. 174 

17th 
between 104 and 

195



  

Name. 

Demetrius 

Agathos Deemon 

Diony:   

     

  

Apollophanes § 

Aur. Dionysius 

() Ro 
(©) G   

() Strategos of divisior 
for the division of Hi 

(¥) See as to this date in 

  

Claudius Julianus 

      

  umon 230 Jan. 209 
Aur. Hierax Ammonius. J 

  

ROYAL 

NOT 

  

s 

Date. 
( 7th March 199 
foth Oct,     

l 
[ 
l(”nl“]fuv:izox 

6ih Oct. 203 
{ 10th Nov. 207 

  

  

     
hole Arsinoite nome. 
g for the strategos. 
g for the stratego 

istos 
Kleides also. 

  

      
  

  

  

              

Date. 
19th No 
before 76 

Zoth Jan: & 
July 138 

{: 

{ e 

{     
  

Feb. 143 
s 
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Name. Date. 
1yth Feb. 150 

forence.   

  

Timagenes 

  

28th Jan. 16: 
1623 
20th Jan. 163 

{ 1oth Aug. 169 
L 26th Nov. 169 

26th Nov. 174, 

  

Zoilus. 
Serenus 

  

Asclepiaden s 
v Apollon T 

    

28th Aug. 159 
193     

188/0 
May-June 189 

Harpocration Hierax 1 2oth Aug. 189 

I b, 202 
Canopus Asclepiades - 202/ 

215t Aprit 203 
(Sarapajmmon June-July 208 

  

nellus 
Aur. Isidorus Origenes    Aur. Cassius Diony: 

    

1 DE    Nore 111.—1    \TION OF FUNCTIONS DURING 
CIES 1N OFFICE. 

  

a phrase, occasionally found in papyri, the 
exact force of which does not seem to have bet 
definitely settled, though P. Meyer (Hermes, 
p. 227, note 3) has correctly classified most of its uses. 
Various individuals are mentioned at different times as 
Suwdeydpevor Tiw orparyylar, while in one instance the 
dikaiodotes is described as dudeyduaros xal Tic Kard TV 
Syeuoviav. A review of the known instances will serve 
{0 show that the word dudeyduevos is not employed in 
its usual classical sense as referring to a strategos-elect 
or prefect-clect, but has an exceptional meaning. 

(A.) Prefect. 
B.G.U. 327. A petition addressed to C. Cuwcilius 
Ivianus, dikaiodotes, as Mudexduevos ral 7o Kari TV 

  

     

  

    

  

  

  

 



  

204 

fyepoviar, with reference to the non-payment of a legacy, 
on vst Apeil 176, 

umstances of the gove 
me were 

amed by Dio Cassius (1 
     ment in EgypCiust 

The prefect, who is 
i. 28. 3) Flavius Calvisius, 

but who appears on an Alexandrian inscription (M.A. 
101) as C. Ca nus, had joined the rebellion 
of Avidius Cassius, which was put down by the emperor 
Marcus Aurelius in 176, and for a punishment was 
banished. The emperor probably had no one ready to 
take the place of the banished prefect ; and so his duti 
would devolve upon the next in rank, the dikaiodotes 
an unusual at each prefect in 
Egypt held h ntered Al 
andria (Ulpian, Dig. i. 17). It does not seem necessary 
to suppose, with P. Meyer (Hermes, xxxii. p. 227), that 
the delay in filling the vacancy was due to the presence 
of the emperor in Egypt, which rendered the appoint- 
ment of a prefect. as his representative, superfluous. 

Strategoi. 
.18, A list of men nominated for liturgies 

published by Screnus, royal scribe of the Herakleid 
ct of the Arsinoite nome, Sudexduevos T rari Ty 

azparyyui, on 10th Aug. 160 
B.G.U. A priest, desiring to have his son cir- 

cum d evidence of e to the roy: 
scribe, dubexdueros T arparyyiav (18th Sept. 185). 

B.G.U. 168. A petition to the epistrategos, setting. 
forth that certain property in dispute had been awarded 
to the petitioner by the late strategos of the Herakleid 
division, Alius Eudemon; but the defendant in the 
case, émyvoioa Ty ToD Baipovos &odov, did not hand 
over the property : the epistrategos was then addressed, 
and he ordered the case to be brought before the royal 
scribe, duwdeydperos T Kkarh Ty orpuryyiar. This was 
done, the seribe in question being Serenus, on 26th 
November (probably in the year 160. ~See 18, above). 

B.G.U. 199. A return from the ollcctors, ad- 
dressed to Philoxenus, strategos of the divisions of 
Themistos and Polemon, also ddedpucvos xal () kari 

      
    

   
    

      

    

   

    
    

    
   

  

     
    

   
    

    

    

  

    

          

    
     
   

      
  

    

      

   



  

< OF 

  

INCTIONS 205 

iy ozparyyiay for the Herakleid division, on 17th Sept. 
104 

B.G.U. 347. A letter, written by Sarapion, strategos 
of the Herakleid division o "AXedvdpou yupraruipxov 
Swdexopévov i orparnyiav, and dated 11th’ April 170, 
produced before the high priest. 

B.G.U. 358. A census-return of camels, made to 
the royal scribe Heracleides, dudeydperos i orparyyiar, 
on zoth Jan. (apparently in the year 131). 

B.G.U. A return made by the corn collectors 
to Aurelius Isidorus, royal scribe of the Heraklei 
i e R e o et e 

  

    

       

          

216. 
G.G.P. ii. 61. A petition addressed to Hierax 

Nemesion, strategos of the Herakleid division, &’ 

  

*Avofiovos dyopavopsiaarros yupvamapyjrarros dudexopévon 
T qf/mfi,y»m' (Date, about 104.) 

G.0.1 A request from 7          

    

absence of the royal scribe, who was dudexdpueros v 
mparyyiar, to sanction the appointment of a man to act 
as her guardian for the purposes of a loan required at 
once. (Date, 27th Oct. 211.) 

G.O.P, i. 62v. A letter to Syrus, dudexiueros orpury- 
iy (of Oxyrhynchos), relative to the lading of corn 
(third century). 

Of the above ten cases, it will be scen one refers 
strategos of another district, six to the royal 

of the district, two to holders of minor offices, and one 
to an individual not definitely stated to have any ran 
It would appear, therefore, that the person chose 
Sudéyerlias 7w arparyyiay was not necessarily, but was 
usually, the next in official standing to the st 
the royal seribe. 

There may also be quoted, as probably having refe 
ence to the same custom, the following papyrus : 

P.i.50. Aletier sent by the council of Oxy- 
to Aurelius Apollonius the strategos, through 

1 cx-hypomnematographos, 
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ken to m 

  

Soyos, where uidoyos m 
i arparyyiay. 

Three of the Berlin papyri—18, 168, 347—refer to 
cvents happening in the same district within a few 
months; and a comparison of them will serve to 
elucidate somewhat the relationships of the stratego 

In the first place, however, it 
should be remarked that the date in B.G.U. 347, i. 12, 
is almost certainly wrong. Letters are said to 
been written by Alexander on grd Oct. 169, when he 

is described as an ex-gymnasiarch, and on 11th April 
170, when he is described as a gymnasiarch.  As it 
was contrary to the usual rule for a man to be chosen 
to serve as gymnasiarch a second time, it scems natural 
to suppose that the date of the first-mentioned letter is 
wrongly given, and that it should have been grd Oc 

, shortly before which Al 
o of gymnasiarch. In furthes 

it may be noticed that, if this date 
which was addressed to the high priest, and presented 
to him on his visit to Memphis, was only abou 
months old when presented; but if the date given in 
the papyrus s right, fiftcen months had clapsed between 
the writing and the delivery of the letter. - As the high 
priest must have visited Memph 
and as the matter in question was the circumei 
2 boy, so long a delay scems improbable. 

Assuming that the date should be corrected as stated, 
it is possible to reconstruct the series of changes which 
took place i d to the duties of the strategos of 
the Herakleid division in the years 169 and 170. 

Alius Eudwemon had been strategos of the division ; 
but he died (this seems to be the meaning of odos 
in B.G.U. 168) some time before 10th August 169, on 
which date Serenus the royal scribe acted as sti 
(B.G.U. 18). Serenus was still so acting on 26th Nov. 
160 (B.G.U. 168). But on 11th April 170 Sarapion had 

appointed strategos. Alexander, a gymnasiarch, 
however, wrote a letter for him as Sudeydavos (B.G.U. 

On 3rd Oct. 170, Alexander again wrote a 

  

an udexdperos 
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  letter for Sarapion; but on this occasion as copyist 

merely, to all sccming he is no longer described 
as dudeydperos Ty orparyyiav. The explanation would 
appear to be that, on the death of the strategos, the 
royal scribe naturally did his work until a new strategos 
was appointed. For some reason, however, the new 
strategos when chosen was unable to undertake the 

duties at once, and got a man of position to do them 
for him; and this man subsequently continued to help 
him. 

This theory supposes that the term dudexdueros has 
ghtly different shades of meaning when applicd to 

the royal scribe who was acting strategos during a 
vacancy, and the gymnasiarch who was acting strategos 
on behalf of another man.  The other cases noted tend 
to support this. There is no reference, in the instances 
where a royal scribe is named as dudexdueros v 
arparyylar, to the existence of a strategos at the same 
time ; on the other hand, in each case where the holder 
of some minor office is so named, there is also a 
strategos mentioned. In the devolution of the duties 
of the strategos on the royal scribe during a vacancy 

n the former office, there is a parallel to the arrange: 
ment already shown to have been made for the perform- 
ance of the work of the prefecture by the dikaiodotes 

on the sudden removal of the prefect. It appears that 
the royal scribe, under these circumstances, possessed 
the full powers of the strategos : he could be named 
as a judge (B.G.U. 168), could nominate to liturgics 
(B.G.U. 18), and received the tax returns (B.G.U. 520). 

ble, then, that it was the rule for the royal 
scribe, in case of any casual vacancy in the office of 
strategos, to assume all the duties; and the one 
instance (B.G.U. 190), in which the strategos of a 
neighbouring district acted for that in which there was 
a vacaney, may be regarded as exceptional. 

The position of the dudexdperoe in the other cases 
cited (B.G.U. 347; G.G.P. ii. 61 ; G.O.P. i. 50) is quite 
different. They occur simply as agents for the t 
mission of letters to and from the strategos. 
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official standing they had may be gathered from a 
comparison of the two letters in B.G.U. 347 with the 
petition in G.O.P. i. 56. From the two former it 
appears that Alexander the gymnasiarch wrote letters 
at different times on behalf of Sarapion the strategos 
on practically identical subjects ; but one was written 
by him as dudexdperos Ty omparyyiar, while the other 
was written without any such authority. The circum= 
stances under which he was entitled to assume any of 
the functions of the strategos may be explained by the 
Oxyrhynchos papyrus, in which a person of some rank 
is requested to sanction the appointment of a guardian,— 
ain act which really lay in the province of the strategos, 

because the matter was urgent, and the royal scribe, 
who was also dwdexdperos 7 {av, was away. 
Therefore it would seem that, when a strategos was 
absent from his district, he could appoint some person 
to perform the ordinary routine business of his office, 
and this person was entitled to subscribe himself as| 
Suadeydperos Ty orparyyiar or Suddoyos. 

Individual instances occur of substitutes for other 
aprocurator usiacus dudexijueros T dpxiepunrivyy 

, Vil 26) 5 elders dudexipevon for the village 
lopolis (B.G.U. 15, i. 8) ; and a senator of 

Hermopolis for the prytancus (C.P.R. i. 20, 3): but 
only in the sccond case docs the evidence show clearly 

ncy in 
ses may ~mnh refer to a 
an absent offic 
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‘ation of functions by 

  

     
Note 1V.—Tue REGISTRY OF DEEDS. 

L. Mitteis (Hermes, xxx. p. 564 .) has discussed the 
methods of registry exemplified by the Fayum papyri 
He concludes that fhe agoranomos was probably origin- 
ally a Greek official, and the Hellenes brought with 
thém the custom of making contracts before him ; while 
the ypagscior was introduced for the purpose of registe: 
ing Egyptian documents, especially those written in 
demotic characters. In course of time the distincti 
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between the nations disappeared, and the official func- 
< became concurrent.  Still, there was a_ certain 

the agoranomos had notarial dutics, con- 
cerned with the completion of contracts; while the 
grapheion, though on one side similar, as the place 
where m- contracts were made (B.G.U. 86, 191, 

ses only the place of 
PR, i. 4, 3), the documents 

     

  

    

    all the instances recorded in 
um papyri; but those from Oxyrhynchos show 

that the customs prevailing there were somewh 
different. In them the agoranomos is all-important, 
and the grapheion disappears. It is to the agoranomot 
that notices of the transfer or sale of land are sent 
(G.O.P. i. 45, 46, 47, 100) ; © presence, or at their 
office, the agoranomeion, the contracts were written 
(G.O.P. i. 73, 75, 96, 90) ; they had the custody of the 
deeds when executed (G.O.P.i. 106, 107) ; and, in the 

ase of the emancipation by purchase of slaves, it 
apparently fell to them to announce the completion of 
the necessary formalities (G.0.P. i, 48, 40, 50). 

    
      

  

  

            
  

  

  

  

    

  

        

  

The formula_employed in describing the completion 
of contracts of sale differs again in the Vienna papyri 

  

from the Herakleopolite nome.  In these (C.P: 
8) the contract is said to be ex 
dyopavopias ; and here, as at Oxyrhynchos, no mention 
is made of the grapheion. 

In a single contract of sale from Elephantine (N. et 
E. 17), the same formula is used as at Oxyrhynchos, 
stating that the deed was drawn up before the agora 
nomoi. 

It would appear, therefore, that, on the evidence now 
published, the grapheion was an institution peculiar to 
the Arsinoite nome, where it relieved the agoranomoi 
of many of their duties with regard to the exccution 
and registration of contracts. The word grapheion 
oceurs once in the Oxyrhynchos papyri (G.O.P. i. 44) ; 
but the name here appears to be applied to a tax, pay- 
able at the agoranomeion. 

v—1q 
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Norr 

  

15 POLICE ADMINISTRATION. 

  

large number of officials, connected in various 
duties, are mentioned in papyri. The 

only attempt hitherto made for their classification is one 
by Hirschfeld (Sitzungsberichte d. Kaiserl. Akademie 
zu Berlin, 1802, p. 815), on the basis of a Paris papyrus 
from Panopolis.  This mentions (a) two dmroihixes; 
(¢) thrce éni s dpiis; (o) two dpxorroilasss; (d) 

gight or more gikaxes atri 5 (¢) ten more éxi 7 dpis 
() two epyripxac; () cight didaxes airav; (4) four 

      

       
       

     

         
          

   
    

      

wedtoiNaxes dipodithaxes 6303 Oodws 3 (7) some 
iBu(pikancs).  These he arranges in three classes : (1) 
the officers named under (a), (6) and (e), and (£) ; (2) 

  

those under (c), (d), and (g 
and (/). The individuals 
the ages of 30 and 3 

    ; (3) those under (%), (1), 
s, and between 

48, and the, 
  

    

thi tion in some respects ; R 
yet possible o definitely settle the exact rank of many of 
the officers mentioned. A comparison of the evidence 
gives the following results 

Bipprdpyar. There were two of these officials both at 
Panopolis (see above) and Oxyrhynchos (G.O.P. i. 80), 

nd an eirenarch is mentioned in the correspondence of 
lavius Abinnzeus from Dionysias in the Fayum (Pap. 

B.M. 240, 242 hynchos papyrus shows 
them to have been the chief police officers, holding 
jurisdiction over the nome; it cont. 
on oath, made to them by the archephodos of a village, 
that certain individuals *wanted by the police of the 

age of Armenthze in the Hermopolite nome are not 
in our village or in Armenthz itself.” 

*Apxépodor.  These oflicers are the ones most fre- 
quently mentioned in conneetion with the maintenance 
of order in the count 

For each village one or two archephodoi were ap- 
pointed (B.G.U. 321, 3755 Pap. B.M. 1995 G.G.P. 
66; G.O.I a of one; B.G.U. 6, of 

   
    

  

      

         
    

       

  

     

    

  

    

    



POLICE ADMINISTRATION o 

two); there is no evidence of more than two in any 
case. They are most commonly named in orders to 
present criminals for trial (B.G.U. 147, 145, 

ii. 60), which during 
Roman rule w ssed to 

h sometimes other off added in the 
address ; and it was to them that evidence was given 
to help in the discovery of a criminal (G.O.P. i. 69). 
They were superior to the phylakes, who reccived their 

y from them (G.G.P. ii. 43), and may reasonably be 
s the heads of the police in the villages, 

Ipeofirepor. The elders were not, in the first in- 
stance, police officers ; but they are named in conjunc- 
tion with the archephodoi and phylakes in two official 
lists (B.G.U. 6; Pap. B.M. 190), and once are assc 
ated with the archephodoi as the recipients of an order. 
to present a criminal at the court (B.G.U. 148). They 
were, as the governing body of the village, generally 
responsible for its peace and order, which explains 
their association with their regular poice. 

Bioyjpoves. The same explanation applies to the 
association of the cuschemones with the archephodoi 
in orders of arrest (B.G.U. 147, 370) ; as they, like the 
elders, were not in strictness members of the police 
administration. 

Bipprogidaxes. The eirenophylakes, who are men- 
tioned in the Panopolis list (see above), may perhaps 
oe considered as equal in rank with the archephodoi, 
in view of the fact that, in a list of the officials of 
Soknopaiou Nesos (Pap. B.M. 190), the sums entered 
against the names of the archephodos and cirenophy- 
lakes, of whom there are two, are the same-—in each 
case 600 drachn . G. Kenyon (in his 
note on_this papyrus, p. logue of Greek 
Papyri, ii.) takes to be the iid 1o the officers 
in question. 

@ihaxes. The physical work of arrest of malefactors 
was done by the phylakes, who were apparently classed 
at_Panopolis (see the papyrus quoted above) under 
different names according to their special duties.  Of 
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the Panopolite names the only one found clsewhere is the 
medwgikaé (Pap. B.M. 180). That they were required 
to be young men has been noticed in conneetion with 
the Panopolis list. Their s Soknopaiou Nesos 
is given as 300 drachmz ( 100 see reference 
to Kenyon's note_above, four of them 
in this village. There is an interesting record from 
Oxyrhynchos (G.O.P. i. 34'), which details the names 
and stations of the phylakes in that town: onc appears. 
to have been placed in each street, while six guarded 
the temple of Serapis, seven that of Thoeris, one that. 
of Isis, three the theatre, and two the gymnasi 

Agororurrai. The lestopiastai are mentioned 
special order, by which five were sent to assist the village 
officers in the search for certain eriminals (B.G. U. 325). 
It is possible that they were men detailed from head- 
quarters for special service, as they were evidently 
distinct from the reguls 

Aypdoior. The police 
times referred toin a body as the demosioi. That this 
name includes all the ranks is shown by the phrase  7js 
wipus dpxépodos kal of @Xot Sppudror (G.O.P. 1. 6g), and 
by a list embracing under this title clders, archephodoi, 
and phylak 

Kopdpxar.  In the beginning of the fourth century 
the place of the archephodoi is taken, in orders for 
arrest, by the Komarchs (G.O.P. i. 64, 65; B.G.U. 634). 

“Emwrdrys dpjrys. In one instance the name of this 
officer is coupled with the Komarchs (G.0.P. i. 64). 
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Note VI.—SENATES 1N Ecy 

  

The withdrawal from Alexandria by Augustus of the 
privilege of self-government by a senate is s 
Dio Cassius (. 17). Mommsen (Roman Proy 
p. 236, note 1) doubts this statement, on the ground 

it is improbable that Augustus would have so 
slighted Alexandria in comparison with the other 
Egyptian communities, to which he left their existing 

  

  

     
 



  

— 

  

n. But Alexandria stood in a very diffe 
town. A 

or Naukratis could not be a source of any 
serious danger to the Roman government: in both 
towns the citizenship was probably confined to the 
descendants of the original Greek settlers, whose in- 
terest it would be to keep on good terms with the 
Romans, surrounded as they were by a people of a 
different race, whose natural instincts would make them 
hostile to the specially privileged Greeks planted among: 
them ; and even if the senate in cither place had desired 
to head a revolt, they controlled only a small body of 
citizens, of no great wealth. But in Alexandria the 
Greek and I had coalesced to a con- 
siderable as a large population, of 
notoriously turbulent disposition, amongst whom the 
senate could have found a body of supporters sufficient 

to meet the Roman garrison with a reasonable prospect 
of success in an attempt to seize the city. And the loss 
of Alexandria meant to the Romans the loss of Egypt ; 
not only was the machinery of government centred 
there, but it was the only port by which reinforcements 
from Rome could enter Egypt. At Alexandria, too, 
were stored the supplies of corn on which the city of 
Rome largely depended for its subsistence. It was 
consequently of the greatest importance that there 
should not be a body in Alexandria which might serve 
as a focus for revolutions. And that Augustus would 
not have been moved by any consideration for the feel- 
ings of the Alexandrians, is shown by his propos 
remove the seat of government from Alexandr 

    

     
  

  

   

  

    

  

     

  

    

      

      
    

      

    

  

  

     

  

    

  

       

    s shown not long after its re-establishment by 
Severus, when it headed the revolt which was finally 
crushed by Aurelian (Eusebius, Hist. Eccl. vii. 32). 

The senate at Ptolemais Hermiou can only be in- 
ferred to have existed under the carly empire from the 
words of Strabo (xvii, 1. 42), who says that the town 
had a otorype mokerdr & 76 EANwg Tpom ; but this 
would certainly mean to any Greek the inclusion in the 

   
       

    

  

“The wisdom of his action in abolishing the |
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organisation of a 
senator of Ptole n 205 (G.O.P. i. 43, 

At Naukr kewise, the existence of a senate is 
only a probability s ds_the carlier period of 
Roman rule. But, if Ptolemais retained its senate, 
there was no reason for abolishing that of Naukratis ; 
and the statement of Dio (Ii. 17) is sufficient ground 
for believing in the continuance of the latter. Therew 
certainly a senate at Naukratis in 323 (Pap. Gen. 10). 

The senate at Antinoopolis appears very shortly after 
the foundation of the city (C.I.G. iii. 4670) ; and there 
is no reason to doubt that it existed from the first. 

at other towns are mentioned in 

  

te. The only menti      
   

     
  

  

      
  

   
      

  

    

    
     (Pap. B.] 

216 (C.P.R. 35),263 (B.G.V. 554). 
o (C.BR. 20, ), 260 (C.P.R. 

PR, 10), 330(CPR. 19), 
56), 

(G.OP. 
103), 323 

    

39), .u(c P.R.0), 32 
Oxeliyrictios, 211 (G.OP:    

238'44 (G.O.P. i. 0), 
50), 316 (G.O.P. i 

G.O.P. i. 87). 
A proclamation made in 288 (G.O.P. i. 38) refers to 

the senates in the various nomes in the Heptanomis 
and Arsinoite nome. 

       

   

    

      

NoTe VII.—THE ARCHONS OF THEBES. 

It has been suppo: 
346) that there were independent king: 
in the second century ; and he supports his theory by 
finding on an ostrakon the name Petronius as that of 
the ruler by whose regnal year the document is dated. 

ult, however, to imagine that such a kingdom 
of the Thebaid could have existed unmentioned by 
historians, and unnoticed in the inscriptions of Upper 
Egypt belonging to that period; and it scems mor 
reasonable to suppose that the ostrakon has been mi 
read by Wiedemann. This view is supported by his 
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transcript of another ostrakon, which he deciphers as    
   

  

m K\avdws Haoidorios Xexepys Blpasov 5 and 
in) and 8 (prefixed for fo 

  

    genitive) as evidence of the influence of the 
Meroitic language ; whereas the right reading is ce 
tainly X (= dxardvrapyos) oreipns B Opixor. It is true 
that a “king” of Thebes is mentioned (Hist. Aug. 

ng presented to Pescennius Niger a 
portrait statue of himself; but the Thebaid was cer- 
tainly not independent in the reign of Commodus, and 
the “king” was doubtless onc of the archons men- 
tioned 
(C.LG. 

      

    

  

   

  

     
    

      

     B 

F. G. Kenyon (Catalogue of Greek Papyri in B.M. 
p. 270, note) has pointed out that the a e of 

        
is a comes limiti 
Bl i e e 
dux Libyarum, is of later origin than the time of Co 
stantius 113 and that the supreme military officer in 
Lower and Middle Egypt is always, in documents of the 
first half of the fourth century, the dux. This is borne 
out by an inscription on an altar in the temple at Luxor 
(published in the Bull. de la Soc. des Antig. de France, 
1888, p. 273), dedicated to Constantine by the dux 
Zgypti et Thebaidis utrarumque Libyarum, which show 
that the divisions of the province, though recognised, 
were under one commander, who bore the title of d 

he date of the change to the arrangements described 
by the Notitia may be very nearly fixed by the addresses 
of the imperial rescripts. In 384, Merobaudes is ad- 
dressed as dux ZEgypti (Cod. Theod. xi. 30. 43); but in 
301, Romanus is styled comes limitis “gypti (Cod. 
Theod. xvi. 10. 11); and this title is the one sub- 
sequently used. The dux Libyarum appears in a 
rescript of 417 (Cod. Theod. viii. 1. 16). 
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   It is noticeable that the change from the style of 

pracfectus AEgypti to that of preefectus Augustalis came 
almost at the same time. In 380 a rescript was ad- 
dressed to Julianus by the former title (Cod. Theod. xii. 
1, 80), which is the one found in all previous docu- 
ments ; while in 382, Palladius was entitled praefectus 
Augustalis (Cod. Theod. viii. 5, 37), which was the 
name always subsequently used. 

     
    

    

Note IX.—CoMPARISON O 
LocaL 

T AND MODERN 
Ecyrr.      

The system of local government in Egypt, as it ex- 
isted before the introduction of European ideas to any 
large extent, offers some interesting points of com- 

son with the Roman organisation. Clot Bey (Apergu 
Géndral sur L’Egypte, ii. p. 141) gives an account of 
the offic under the rule of Mehmet-Ali, from which 
the following is summarised :— 

Under the Vali were seven mudirs, who were placed 
in charge of the seven provinces into which Egypt was 
divided. Under them were the mamours, who presided 
over the departments of these provinces. The districts 
of these departments were managed by nazirs 
cach village had at its head the s 

The duties of the mudir corresponded to those ot the 
epistrategos. He had to visit the departments of his 
province, and see to the execution of the ord 
the Vali, just as the epistrategos had done in his circui 

of the nomes. 
The mamour was chiefly concerned with agriculture 

and taxation, especially that payable in kind. He was 
o charged with the supervision of public works, and 

with fevying men for their execution and for military 
service. ~In the former aspect of his office he resembled 
the Roman toparch, while his other duties were rather 
those of the strategos 

The had inherited other functions of the strate- 
gos, in the arrangement of the work of his district and 
the delegation of authority from his superiors. 

          

   

  

          
     

    
   

       

  

    

  

 



PETRONIUS : COINAGE     

The sheik-el-beled filled the place of the elders of the 
illage.  He had a certain amount of authority 

minor police magistrate, and was responsible for the 
taxes of his village. 
There was also in each village a spe 

as the kholy, charged with the management of the 
n of the land, who therefore corresponded to 

f, who, like the praktor, col- 

      
    

     
al official known       

      

     
    

lected taxes, and paid them to the mamour, as the 
ktor had done to the strategos. 

It is interesting to note that the mudirs were always | 

    

Turks, as the epistrategoi were always Romans ; while 
the mamours and lower officials, like their predecessors 
in Roman times, were, as a rule, natives. 

  

       

Note X.— CTURE OF PETRONIUS. 

  

HE PREF 

  

e that Petronius was 
of Alius Gallus in 

s evident that he 
followed in offi 

  

It scems ne 
reappointed prefect after th 
Arabia. From Strabo (x 53) 
succeeded Cornelius Gallus, and ws 
by Alius Gallus. Then, while Alius Gallus wa 
Arabia, the Athiopians took advantage of the absence 
of the Roman troops from Lgypt to invade the country 
Petronius then marched up and drove them back from 
the frontiers, subsequently pursuing his conquests up 
to the capital of Athiopia. Pliny (N.H. vi. 181) ex- 
pressly states that he made this expedition as prefect ; 
so it would appear that /Elius Gallus was removed 
from office as soon as the news of his defeat in Arabia 
reached Rome, and Petronius, who had probably been 
left in command of Egypt, was reinstated as prefi 

  

essary 1o suppo 
     

        
     

      

  

    

   
        

  

    

      

Note XI.—Tnr Coixa THE EARLY RoMAN 
EMpE}    

Coins of Augustus and Tiberius of the Alexandrian 
mint are comparatively rare, while none are known of 
Caligula. 

 



  

NOTES 

  The manner in which hoards of coins, when found 
Egypt, have usually been scattered by the dealers into 
whose hands they passed, has_prevented any exact 
comparison of the numbers of coins put into circulation 
under the different emperors being formulated. Three 
hoards of some size—two, containing 4605 and 62 
specimens respectively, from Bacchias, and one con- 
taining o1, from Karanis—were discovered in 1805-6 
by D. G. Hogarth and B. P. Grenfell, when they were 
excavating sites in the Fayum on behalf of the Egypt 

xploration Fund; and these came intact to me for 
examination. The subjoined table will serve to illus- 
trate the comparative of the first century and 
a half of Roman rule t. It may be premised 
that the condition of the coins shows them to have 
been collected about the same time, and not gradually 
hoarded—the oldest being also the most worn 3 so that 
the figures prove generaily the number of each i 

ation at the time when the hoards were 

  

   

  

        

  

       

      

       
   

    

  

    

  

  

          

Karanis. 

  

| Otho B 
[ Viteltius 

  

  

  

        

    
All these coins, with two exceptions—one Ptolemaic
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bronze and one large bronze of Antoninus 
based silver tetradrachms of the Alexa 

      
   

  

HADRIANON AT ALEXANDRIA. 

  

as been a certain amount of difficulty 
explaining the references made to a building at Alex 
andria known as the Hadri On coins of Hadrian 
(B.M. Cat. 875, 876) there is represented a_por 
havi hin it a standing statue of Sarapis, whi 

esenting the Sarapeion ; 
e stands the emperor, touchi 

     
      

      
     

  

may be certainly accepted as rep 
c th 

  

      

  

    

   

  

    
with his right hand a shrine inscribed AAPIANON. 
This would Sugges Hadrian gave his name to a 
chapel attached to_th ion, which may        
existed before his time 
portico with statuc of Sarap 

on, is_shown on coins of 
534 

similar shrine inside the | 
but without the inscrip- | 

jan (B.M. Catalogue, 
530). But, as pointed out by R. S. Poole (Intro- 
ion to B.M. Catalogue of Coins, Alexandria, p. 

xcii), the relation of the chapel to the Sarapeion could 
not have been very clos Epiphanius mentions that 
the building formerly known as the Hadrianon, and 
subscquently as the Licinian gymnasium, was rebuilt 
as a church under Constantius 11. (adv. Hier. 1. ii. 60). 
As the worship of Sarapis was not overthrown till the 

ime of Theodosius. 1., the appropriation of a chapel 
attached to his temple for the purposes of a Christian 
church was out of the question in the reign of Con- 
stantius. 

The difficulty, however, may perhaps be solved by the 
evidence afforded by two lately-discovered document 
In a papyrus from Oxyrhynchos (G.O.P. 347) there 
contained an edict of the prefect Flavius T nus with 

reference to the deposit of copies of ar n the 
“Abpur) fifMobiiy at Alexandria. As the Sarapeion 
was the great library of Alexandria, it would be only 
natural for a chapel attached to it to be appropriated 
for the storage of archives; and the building repre- 
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sented on coins may be supposed to be this library of 
Hadrian. 

here is also an inscript 
at Alexandria (M.A. 108), h, among a long list 
of local officers, there are three times mentioned high 
priests of the Hadriancion. This must have been a 
temple appropriated to the worship of Hadrian, whose 
deification is paralleled in the same inscription by that 

ewise had a high 
temple would naturally be one of the 
appropriated by the Christians, as_it 

would not have anything like the same force of sanctity 
1o preserve it as the Sarapeion or other temples of the 
older gods; and it would appear that, the worship of 
Hadrian having already fallen into disuse in the time 
of Licinius, the building had been turned to the more 
secular purposes of a gymnasium. 

  

     ved in the Museum 
  

        
      

   
   

     

   
           

        

     
  

It seems reasonable, thercfore, to suppose that the 
Hadrianon represented on the coins was the library 
of Hadrian mentioned in the decree of Titianus, and 

    

was a chapel_attached to the Sarapeion; while the 
Hadrianon which, according to Epiphanius, was turned 
into a church in the time of Constantius IL., was a dis- 
tinct temple, and was the Hadrianeion whose priests 
are named in the Alexandrian inscription. 

  

          

Note XIIL—TrE DEATH OF ANTINOUS. 

The mystery which surrounds the death of Antinous 
was possibly not unintentional on the part of those con- 
cerned. The authorities on the question are, unfor- 
tunately, all comparatively late in date; and the nearest 
approach to contemporary evidence is found in Dio 
Cassius (Ixix. 11), who quotes a statement of Hadrian 
that Antinous fell into the Nile. At the same time Dio 
states his own belief that the boy was sacrificed, F. 
Gregorovius, in his discussion of the matter (Hadrian, 
p._ 172, 2nd ed.), inclines to think that the Egyptian 
priests professed to have discovered in the stars some 
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mischance which threatened the emperor, and could 
only be averted by the death of his most cherished 
favourite; and thereupon Antinous devoted himself 

  

  

   
   

    

  

      

to save his master, with the prospect that his death 
would bring him the honours of deification. This 
theory is not out of consonance with the spirit of the 
Egyplia fon of the period ; but perhaps it is un-         necessary to suppose that the death of Antinous was| 
other than accidental. Hadrian, in order to cover his 
passionate gricf at the loss of his favourite (Hist. Aug. 
Hadrian, 14), and to justify himself in building a 
to his memory, may have countenanced the elaboration 
of the story of his sclfsacrifice. It is interesting, 
however, to compare with the commonl; ed ac- 
count a papyrus from Bacchias (discovered by Hogarth! 
and Grenfell in 1896, and shortly to be published), 
which contains a copy of a letter of Hadrian, in which 
he moralises on the prospect of the continuation of life. 

  

      

       
   

     

    

  

Note 

  

ne BucoLic REvoLt 

    

The Bucoli 
Provinces, ii. p. 261) as originally a rising of the 
criminals who had found a refuge in the marshes to 
the east of But this theory somewhat 
‘misapprehend nce of the disturbance. 
The revolt began among the Bucolic troops (Hist. Aug: 
Aurelius, 21), who were Egyptians, recruited for home 
service, as appears from a letter (B.G.U. 625) written 
by a man who had been chosen by conscription for th 
corps, and was going to Skenai Mandrai to take up his 
military duties. 1t was therefore 2 much more serious 
matter than an outbreak on the part of a body of 
banditti; it was a mutiny on the part of the native 
auxiliaries, who were so far representative of the fecl- 
ing of the country that they were joined by the neigh- 
bouring population. The leader of the revolt, Isidorus, 
appears to have been exalted into the position of a 
national martyr; as, in a papyrus (G.O.D. i. 33) W 

    n (Roman 
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    almost certainly connected with the revolt of Avidius 
us, his name is quoted by Appianus, an Alex- 

andrian’ gymnasiarch, as one of his predecessors in 
death on behalf of their country. 

     

  

        

   otk XV.—AURELIUS THEC 

  

3 11U     

  

The interesting papyrus published by J. Nicole (Pap. 
Gen. 1, and R.A. 1803, p. 225) probably refers to the 
events mentioned by Dio Cassius under the reign of 
Caracalla. It contains a letter written by Aurelius 
Theocritus to the strategoi of the Arsinoite nome, refer- 

in which nus (a high official, 
since he is given the epithet spdrurros) was held by the 
emperor, and ordering them *“to treat his people well, 
not to injure his proper i 
to give him every assistance, 
disple: 

The emperor is mentioned as Antoninus simply ; but 
the name Aurelius Theocritus shows that it is Caracalla 
rather than Antoninus Pius who is in question, as a 
freedman of the latter would have had the gentile name 
of /lius ; and the tone of the letter disti L,II\ sugges! 
that it was written by one of the freedmen, who habitu- 
ally acted as secretaries of the emperors. In these 
considerations, there is strong ground for iden 
the writer of the letter with the freedman of 
Theocritus, mentioned by Dio. It is then very tempt- 

  

  

  

          

   
    

  

  

      

    
     

  

      

  

    
        

  

ing to attempt to find in the Titanianus of this letter 
curator Titianus, who is reported to have been 

for m~u|u| g hvm' 
the pi 

as: nated by order of Theocritus 
and the letter itself becomes addit 
as it may have been a prelude to the assassination. 
The date of the letter is, on this theory, oth June 214. 
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Note XVI.— Tuk EGYrrian “ TYRANTS. 

  

Mommsen (Roman Provinces, 1, note 1) 
doubts the existence of the alleged Egyptian tyrants 
Amilianus, Firmus, and Saturninus ; and he assumes 
the disturbances which are described as having taken 
place in Alexandria during the middie of the third 

century, beginning in the reign of Gallienus, to have all 
belonged to the period of the Palmyrene occupation of 
Egypt. There is, however, reason fo suppose that the 

ounts given by the ancient historians are more nearly 
t than Mommsen would n to be, and t 

rypt during this period: 
lienus, connected with the 

second, beginning perhaps 
in the last nd continuing Gl after 
the accession of Probus, which was waged by the 
Romans against the Palmyrene invaders. 

The fullest account of the first struggle is to be 
found in the Historia Augusta (Gallienus, 4; Triginta 
Tyranni, 22). But more i idence is con- 
tained in a letter of Dionysius, bishop of Alexandr 
who died in 265 he describes how the two factions 
had divided the town into two hostile parts, and 
rendered the space between their halves a desert 
Cusebius, Hist. Ecel. vii. 21). This is a definite proof 

L war in Alexandria before the Palmyrene invi 
almyrene government was still on 

ndship with Rome.  Further, the existence 
(imant to the rule of Egypt is 

attested by coins, which R. S. Poole gives good 
for attributing to him (B.M. Cataloguc of 

andria, Introduction, p. xxiv.) ; and the fact 
of his striking coins is sufficient to show him to hay 
held possession of Alexandria, where alone there was a 
mint. On these grounds there scems to be a reasonable 
amount of contemporary support for the account of the 
revolt of Zmilianus given in the Historia Augusts 

Of the Palmyrene invasion there is a detailed and 

      
  

  

  

  

    

  

      
      

   
   

cor 
there were two dist 

  

   

  

   

    

    
   

  

  

    
  

      
     

  

     

  

     
   

    

    
   

   

  

   
            

       

     



224 NOT! 

  

reliable account i Zosimus (i. 44, 61). The details 
of the part taken by Firmus in the war arc to be found 
in the Historia Augusta (Firmus; Aurelianus, 32); 
and, in the absence of any evidence to support hi 
theory, it why Mommsen should 

  

    
      

      

    

  

      improbable in th 
with the Blemmyes and Palmyrenes. 

did not to the importance of a “{yrant’ 
Zgypt till after the defeat of the Palmyrenes ; 

but when they we driven out of Al ndria he 
became the le of the opposition to the Romans, 
although there is no evidence that he was proclaimed 

v, Vopiscus, the writer of the lives of Aurelian 
mus in the Historia Augusta, contradicts him- 

self upon this point place (Aurelianus, 32) 
stating that Firmus ruled Egypt without the insig 
of empire; in another (Firmus, 2), that he wore the 
purple, called himself emperor in his edicts, and struck 
coins. In the absence, however, of edicts or coins of 
Firmus, it may be justifiable to doubt whether he did 
assume the titie of emperor. 

    

  

          

    

   
        

    

    

  

  

  Nore XVIIL—GEORGE THE MUKAUKIS. 

“The Arab account of the conquest of Egy) 
most important actor on the Roman sid 
or, more fully, as George son of Me: 
(Abq Salih, 2 He is represented as the governor 
of Egypt, as having invited the Arabs into the land, 
and finally as the betrayer of the country to the 
invaders. ~ There are, however, some intrinsic improb- 
abilitics in the tale which have called for explanation. 

Professor Karabacek has discussed (in Mittheilungen 
aus der Sammlung der Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer, i. 1) 
the position of the Mukaukis, and concludes that the 
name was a transference of the Greek honorary title 
Jieyavyis, and that the position of George son of Menas 
was probably that of pagarch. 

      

   
   

    

    
    

     
     

       

 



THE MUKAUKIS    
The evidence of John of Nikiou, however, which is 

much earlier and more reliable than that of any Arab 
writer, throws a good deal of light on the question. 
He states that, after the battle of Heliopolis (about 
July 640), when “Amr was preparing to besiege Babylon, 
he sent to George the prefect, and ordered him to build a 
bridge over the canal of Kalyoub, north of Babylon ; 
and George then began to co-operate with him (John 
of Nikiou, 113). 1In this fact may be found the origin 
of the Mukaukis story. George was probably prefect of 
Augustamnica, as his province is not specified, and the 
names of the prefect of the province of Egypt and 
the prefects of Lower Egypt and Arcadia at this time 
are given elsewhere by John. His post on the castern 
frontier of Egypt would make him the first person of 
high rank to whom the messengers of Mahomet came ; 
and thus it came to pass that the carliest communica- 
tions between the Mahometans and the Romans in 
Egypt were carried on through him; and he naturally 

on of importance in the eyes of the 
when he went ove 
e 

from his provin tions between Babylon 
and Alexandria, to render most valuable assistance to 
“Amr : and thus his import was further 
The prominence given to him in the A 
doubtless due to these circumstances. 

  

      

    

    

  

  

    

     

        

     
    

   
            

Nore XVIII 

  

AGE Laxps Axp tHE Cory Tax. 

A _papyrus from Soknopaiou Nesos, published by 
J. Nicolé (Pap. Gen. 16, with commentary in R.A. 
84, ii. p. 34), shows that, in one instance at least, 
common land of the village existed in Egypt. It is a 
complaint from twenty-five farmers, and in the course 

of the narrative it is stated that there were  a number 
of arourai of land, belonging to the village,” on the 
shore of the lake Moeris. * When this land is 
covered " after the yearly flood, *“it is let for cultivation, 

v—i15 
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and the rent of corn paid by the lessees is deposited 
in the imperial granaries, for the purpose of defraying 

Il charges on the village. By means of this rent the 
ge has been able to mect all its liabilities, both 

public and private,” and thereby had been free from 
the distress common in Tig 

This interesting document throws cos |dcr'xblc light 
on the method of payment of the tax of corn in Egypt. 

ki o n of the general 
aid down by the Romans: the imperial offci 

decided the amount to be paid by cach village, after 
considering its condition of prospes nd notified the 

authoritics. These thereupon met, and divided 
¢ assessment among the inhabitants of the vill 

L the 
A b e 

mon liability of the village ; and uch a case as 
that of Soknopaiou Nesos, where the village had certain 
common property, could be wholly or partially met out 
of the proceeds of that property. It w accordance 
with this principle that the persons r 
payment of the full amount of the tax 
the elected representatives of the district,—the elders, 
or, in the case of a town which had been granted the 
privilege of self-government by a senate, the prytaneus, 
—uwho were liable to have their property impounded 
till the tax was paid (B.G.U. 8). 

Two Oxyrhynchos papyri (G.0.P. i. 127, 142) bear out 
the statement of "Al-Makrizi, that the towns or villages 
were required to pay their assessed proportion of the 

corn fax to the authoritics at Alexandria. In these it 
is recorded how the towns of Oxyrhynchos and 
Kynopolis and the village of Koma had sent their 
quota down the river, bearing the cost of freight. 

hat the village of Soknopaiou Nesos was not unique 
in having lands which belonged to the village a 
commur 4 
land at Obthi 
and a proposal to rent from the senate of Hermopolis 

ain land owned by the city (C.P.R. i. 39). 
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Note XIX. 

    

The occasional referency ayments of cor 
annona, found in the papyri, do not furnish any definite 
information upon this tax. It appears that it ranked 
with the other charges on land, Sy and ourd 
(B.G.U. g4), and that it was collected, like them, in 
corn by the sitologoi (B.G.U. 336, 520, 534). The 
rate, however, at which it was assessed upon the land 
cannot at present be determined. Its purpose may 
possibly be conjectured from a reference in the Coptic 

yric of Victor the son of Romanus (Mémoires d. 
. 2, p. 190), where: 

stated that Victor received sixteen annonze. This 
suggests that the annona was the allowance of corn 
made by the government to the inb: 
andria, which had apparently been made continuously 
from the time of the Greek rulers of Egypt, and was 

sed by Diocletian (Procopius, Arcan. 26). The 
manner in which the annona is coupled with the epibole, 
or supply of corn for the use of Constantinople, in the 
recital of burdens on the land in a lease, supports this 
ew (B.G.U. 510). And it further appears, from the 

recitals in leases (compare B.G.U. 289 and 519), that 
the three taxes which were imposed specially on the land 
were dypudra, airwd, and annona. The first is known to 
refer To the payments of corn into the public granary 
for the supply of the next year's seed ; the second, to 
the contributions levied for the support of Rome, and 
afterwards of Constantinople. There is no third object 
recorded to which the government turned the corn they 
collected in Egypt, except that of the grant to Alex 
andria. It is probable, therefore, that this was the 
purpose to which the annona was put. 
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Nore XX.—STEPHANI 

  

<0 

  

The object of the tax known as the stephanikon has 
been discussed by F. G. Kenyon (€Catalogue of Greek 

in B.M. ii. p. 107), who concludes that it was 
inuation of the aréaros,—a spe 

collected under the Ptolemic: 
revival of it by Caracalla, as the carliest receipts for 
(B.G.U. 62; Pap. B.M. 474) are dated in 199. It may 
also be observed that, of the ninc extant documents 
referring to this tax, seven s 199 to 
222, —that is, from the association of Caracalla in the 
empire to the death of Elagabalus ; while the other 
two, which are undated, may be taken, on pal@o- 
graphical grounds, as belonging to the same period. 
If, therefore, the tax may be supposed to have been 

ed by Caracalla, it may also be supposed 10 have 
n abolished by Severus Alexandes 

All entries for payments of the tax are in sums of 
four drachme, or multiples of that amount, with one 

J and this pe 

       

    

   
  

     

    

     
  

   
  

   
       

    
  

  

      el o 
\n;l:‘ |ledr.|chm which was the only coin of a higher 
standard than copper struck in Egypt, and was the 
commonest coin current in the country. The payments 
of the tax, however, were apparently not calculated 
on an annual basis ; for instance, one man paid thirteen 
tetradrachms in the course of twenty-one months 
(B.G.U. 452). 

    

  

      

Nom 

  

XXI—RE rox L. 

  

18 PA       . 

In the following list are classified the various records 
of rents paid in Egypt during the Roman period. The 
cases (1) in which the rent is fixed by a rate per aroura, 
and those (2) in which it is a certain proportion of the 
produce, are separated.  Where no remark is added as 

  

    

 



RENTS 

  

to the nature of the crop, the land may be presumed to 
ve been corn land ; the rent was paid in corn, unles 

otherwise stated :— 
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