
THE 

TRIAL at LARGE 

Col. Rob. Passingham 

JOHN EDWARDS, 
FoR 

A CONSPIRACY 

AGAINST 

George Tounfhend Forrefler, Efg. 
BARRISTER, 

Wit Yatent to Deprive the said George Forrester of hié 
WIFE & PROPERTY ; 

And also Charging him with mang 
UNNATURAL CRIMES. 

wita THE 
WHOLE PLEADINGS OF THE COUNSEL, 

Bepore Lord Bllexborough, Chief Justice of the King's Bench, 
ok Thursday, February 21, 1805, 

——— 
By RICHARD JOHNSON, Esq. 

OF THE MIDDLE TEMPLE. 
—_— 

LONDON : 
Sold by R. Buters, No. 22, Fetter-Lase, Fleetsirect. 

—_— 

(PRICE ONE SHILLING.)  



Printed by R. Burters; 
a3, Feuerlane,  



THE 

TRIAL 

oF 

€ol, Passingham and fobn Edwards. 

  

N Thurfday, Feb. 21. 1805, came on in the 
court of King’s Bench, before, Lord Ellen- 

borough and a fpecial jury; the trial of Colonel 
Robert Paffingham, of the Chefhire Fencibles, 
and John Edwards, for a_Conspiracy, againft 
George Towndfend Forrefter, Efq.  Barrifter, 
2 cafe of the greateft importance to the public, 
nd both from its bearings and confequences, the 
wmoft fingular; and in fome refpeéts the moft atro- 
cious, that has been exhibited for many years in 
2 cotirt of juftice. ‘There is a great portion o it 
of a nature totally incapable of description, and 
2 ftil greater part infinitely too fhocking to be de- 
tailed. 

  

Mr Assor opened the pleadings. 

The Soticiror GexgraL (Mr Gibbs) opencd 
the cafe for the profecution. He ftated, ‘that the 
charge againit the defendants, Colonel Robert 
Pafiingham of the Chefhire Fencibles, and John, 
Edwards, was for a confpiracy. ‘The fubftance of 
that charge was, That Colonel Paffingham havirg 
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feducing Mrs Foriefter; the wife of George 
Towashend Foirefter; Bs. and: debiichied fier. 
The next, objeét-of the fuid eclonel Phflingham 
svas, todeparate her entirbly fiomHer hufband. and 
19 getas muchas heilcould out of Her hufband’s 
property.fecured to her.feparate uf;” thiat: he and 
the-mightenjoy it together : That for the parpofe of carrying this objed into execution] 1i¢ and Mr. Edywards, confpifed to charge the profecutor, Mr. Forrefter, with the commiffion of ‘unmatural 
crimes: That they did by letters and otherwife, 
impute thefe offences to him : “That findifg thefe 
imputations, caft upon him by reports, fell thort of. thei aim, they proceeded to brifg’ erjminal chasges againft him in form befoie a tagistrdtes : “Ebatfor this purpofe they took to their affiftarce &' ladthe.name of Collicr, and, aided by hini, they brought forward thefe charges beforeMe. Kin- 
naizd,;one of the magiftrates: of Weftminster & 
“Thatiafter the whole of the cafebad-been luid be- 
foxe Mr. Grabam, of the public office Bow firect, 

and M. Kinnaird, the complaint was dismissed. 
Mr., Gibbs then faid, that it would be neceflary 
for-him to enter fomewhat more into detail of this 
cafe than he fhould into the circumftances of any 
other, as they ought to be detailed by the wit- 
nefes ; but, to make the gentlemen of the Jury 
fomewhat moreacquainted then they were at pre- 
fent with the actors in this feene, he would mere- 
Iy ftatea few leading fagts. 

    

  

Mr. Forrefter, the profecttor of this indict-- 
ment, was a Gentleman of the Bar, but had of laté ceafed to practice.  He was 2 man of confiderable 
fortune, although fomewhat embarrafled, of which. circumftance colonel Pafingham had availed him- 
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{61, for the purpofe of effedting that defign which 
was attributed o him. = Mr. Forrefter wasa man 
of wnfpecting but ifritable difpofition : He was 
eafily impofed upon, cafily iritated, and as 
eafily appeafed. In the year 1791, he married his 
prefent wife, a Mifs jones, then of the age of ~ 
about feventeen, She had confiderable property 
in Wales, which property, by the marriage fet~ 
tlement, was limited in a particular manner, Mr. 

Forrefterhad the moiety of an eftateat a place cal~ 
led Elmbly, in Wotcefterfhire; where he of late 
tad dwelt: The other moiety of this eftate be- 
Tonged to the Rev: Mr. Waldron, minifter of the 
parifh, between whom and M. Forrefter had been 
much litigation and evil temper : fomuch fo, that 
this Rev. Gentleman was become the bitter enemy- 
of Mr. Forrester. It would appear in evidence, 
that Mr. Forrestet and his wife lived on terms of 
affection, properly speaking; little differences 
arofe from his hasty temper, for his palfion was 
foon over, and he was in truth a good natured 
man, Some corroboration was cast on this part of 
the narrative from the circumstance of their hav- 
ing three children; they had little trifing” dif- 
putes, but they made them up as foon almost as 
they happened, and the fun never went down 
upon their anger, for as they quarrelled they ki 
fed and were friends again. ~ Such was the fitua- 
tion of M. and Mrs. Forrester. 

  

  

Colonel Paffingham was related to them by 
marriage. He married a coufin of Mr. Forreft:r. 
by, which he became acquainted. with the family; 
and was admitted into. the friendfiip of Mr. 
Forrefter. 
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   Mr. Edwatds, the other Defendant, was, a coufin of Mis” Forrellcr, and he wis reccived into the farily by M. Forreftes, who conferred 
on him many obligations. 

  

M. Forreftet had a mother, ‘whofé nate was Patten, had married afecond hufband.  She lived 
at Chefter. 

. In 1802, Colonol Paffingham vifited Mrs Patten, the mother. He became a man of extraordinary piety all at once, by whichhe recommended hisn- If to this old gentlewoman fo much, that, upon her death-bed, ~fhe appointed him Truftee with Mr. Ince, whofe fifter the Coloncl had marricd, and, by the will of this old Lady, a large property was left to Mrs. Forrcfler, for her fole and feparate, ufe, of which Colonel Paffingham became the Truftee. . When it was almoft cer- tain that the old Jady could not recover, fhe feut for her daughter, Mys. Forrefler, who, went to, her, but without her hufband, for the old lady did not care to fee him. Colonel Palfingham took lodgings at a hotel, oppofite to the houfe of My Patten, where an opportunity offercd, of which he availed himfelf, to feduce Mrs Forrefter; he was with her every day, and all day, on account of the arrangement of the pecuniary concerns of the family. “This continued after the death of Mrs. Patten, which foon afterwards took place: and then, beyond all. doubt, he accomplifhed th purpofe of thefeduction of this lady, although it was long before Mr. Forrefter had any fufpicion, 
whatever of it. Colonel Paflingham had fince atttempted to corrupt the perfon who was the witnefs of his guilt. After this affair, which 
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was about " the’ clofé of  the year 1802, Mrs, 
Forrefter teturned to Elmbly to her hufband, 
and ‘Colofel Paffingham went there alfo, and 
lived under the fame roof with this inaocent 
unfafpeéting man.- In Janvary, 1803, Colonel 
Palfingham came to the houfe of Mr. Forrefter, 
By whom he was received as a relation 
fiiend, he was treated with the kindnefs which his 

er and “fituation entitled him to, 
cing doubly related to the family by marriage 

and by being a Truftee. There was no man 
wipon carth in whom Mr. Forrefter hadmore con- 
fidence than he had in Colonel Paffingham, whofe 
Wi, 1ipon her dcath-bed had defired that fer in- 
fint children fhould be brought up under the 
foftering: care of Mrs. Forrefter. Accordingly 
Colonel Paflingham requefted permiffion to bring 
his family into the houfe of Mr. Forrefter, that 
Both families might be united a3 it were in one 
Bond of friendfhip and affeétion ; to which 
the unfufpecting Mr. Forrefter confented—all, 
this being done by Mr. Paffingham, to further a 
plin he had wiThn AR g e Bl 
be the completeft villain on the face of the carth ;. 
for here, under the mafk of friendfhip, wiider 
the ‘hofpitable oof of his friend. he not only 
carried on His criminal conncétion with His' 
fiiend's wife, But alfo contrived his abfoluter 
riin. Mr. Forrefter’s hone was made his own, 
His ‘whole family, three children, their Go= 

R, and ever belonting to_ themy: 
were brought into the hotift of Mr. Forrefl 
A€ this time Colonel Péfingha afiefted fen 
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“ George, Gad-blefo you andall the) dear little. 
ones”—And then he: would add; like 7@%,,13 
in the School, for Scandal—* the man who toul 
avail) himfelf of the hofpitality of: his frichd;td 
have an intercourfe. with his wife, or. dny part of 
#is family, was the greateft feoundrel upow earthy 
and oughit to be flot as a monfler that twas unfit to 
Jivel”” But all this while Pafingham himfelf 
was the very monfter he was deferibing and pro- 
nouncing a very proper fentence upon. himfelf: 
It might be afked, how Mr: Forrefter was fo 
blind as not to fee into this? But the Jury nced: 
not be told, that an unfufpedting man, like Mr, 
Forrelter was cafily impofed npon by an a&tor-4a 
accomplifhed as Mr. Paffingham ; ‘and: a hufband: 
was generdlly the laft man who was apprifed of 
the infidélity of his wife. The Jury-had beert 
already told, that the Profecutor had atioiety of 
an  eftate ‘'himfelf; and his wife;  befidés the 
property left by her mother, for-her-foleand 
feparate ufe had a confiderable eftate in' Wales: 
Colonel  Paffingham faid that -Mr.. Forrefter 

* fhould purchafe the other moiety of thic citate, 
and advifed him to fell that in Wales, the/better 
%o enable him to complete that purchafe, and to 
concentrate his property. This plan being com- 
municated to Mus. Forrefter, met her entire 
approbation ; accordingly Mr Cumberback; M. 
Forrefter's Attorney, was fent for, and it was 
agreed that they fhould all three come upto 
London to tranfaét the bufinefs, and employ 3 
Tefpectable gentleman in'_the profeffion, ' Mr, 
Vines, to at as Attorney for Mrs. Forrefier, to 
take care of her {cparate and independent lin: 
tereft. . Every thing went on as if the bufinefs 
would foon be terminated, when of a fudden, 
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Mr:Forseftes Neard: from_ Colonel Paffitigham, 
forthe forftitintey: thatoperhaps “Mrsi Forrefter, 
would mot approve -of- this: cxchangei “Mir: 
Forrefer nat'approveof itV (fid Mr. F)' Why 
fhe 'has affented to it ‘already: and fo: has T 
Solicitor;  Mr: " Vines; on her behalf! et bie; 
Golonel Paffingham ) thought it  poffible’ Mrs. 
‘orreftermight difipprove of it, and‘he onght 

tortake care of that point, as he was “Truftéc’of 
her feparate eftate; This was the firft - time 
fafpicion entered the mind of Mr. Forrefter that 
all was ot right' with the Colonel ; and thefe 
fafpicions ‘were: confirmed when he foundthat 
certain: part of  the property, of whicl the 
Coloiiel! was Truftee, had been ' difpofed:” of: 
Howevery Mr. ‘Forrefter fid - nothing then: 
Heoddidinot |wifh to fet the Colonel at! de- 
Fance, for: he! hadborrowed ‘xbool:cof Chim, 
for: whiich- the! Colonel held ‘the: bond 'of * M. 
Forrelber; and-the day. of | paymerit vwasat 
hand,” ‘The Colonel had alfo undertaken to-lend 
him ool "as foon s he could  difpofe-ef lan 
eftate which he had in Hampfhire, whicli! My, 
Forrefter ' foon found ‘out ‘would end in: his 
difappointment. This purfuit sbout the eftates 
was » therefore; abandoned:; -+ and  while" M 
Forrefter and Colonel Paflingham were in>Loss 
don, af the Hummums, Mr. Forrefter difcovered 
adetter which liswife had written to the Colonel, 
andqwhicho began' to awaken his fafpicions; bue 
fill-he thought his wife's virtue entire, - ey 
went down together; however, into the country 
again; Mr. Forrefter notintimating any thing # 
Colonel Paffingham: of - his  fifpicions.:> Fire 
Colonel, - however; > driven:to* the vwall; ad 
fectinig that he:conld  notdoageonceal the veat 
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eruth of all the tranfactions in Which he'had been 
fiuch/an impoftor, knew not how to remain ‘in'th 
family of My. Forrefter, ' wifhing (1l ‘to avail 
himfelf of the affections of Mrs. Forrefter. 

    

Mr. Forrefer was then determined the Colo- 
nel fhiould quit his houfe, as he now fufpected his 
wife's honour ‘was no longer fafe while Colonel 
Paffingham was near her; but fill thinking’ fhe 
had not furrendered her virtue, he told Colonel 
Paffingham that he muft quit his houfe; * Colonel 
Paflingham told him he would ot go. ' Mr. For- 
refter faid that he fhould, for that he wonld be 
mafter of his own houfe; on which Coloricl PA(: 
fingham, for the firft time, darkly alluded to an 
offence, which could not be named in Court, bit 
which was vendered fufliciently intelligible 'to 
Mr. Forrefter to let him know that Colonel Paft 
fingham intended to bring againft him the'cliargs 
which was afterwards exhibited. He 4fterwards 
plainly called him by a ¢ertain’ Hatefol name 
upon which/ My, Forrefler did what was moft ad- 
vifeable for every man to do- under fuch’ ' falfe aceufation—he aéted like a' man of true honour, 
virtue, and courage, and which nothing but the conftioufnefs of innocence: could " infpite—lie 
knocked the  infamous calumniator down." Co- 
lonel Paffingham acted like ‘a guilty’ man, for he 
never refented the blow, but' put up with his 
black eye, the badge of his deferved difgrace, o Proper fpedtacle for fcorn! Afterwards Mr. For- refter repeated his orders for Paffingham to quit his houfe.  Paffingham did as he was required butas Mr. Forrefter-was obliged to go to the re- view of a:Volunteer Corps, of whichhe wés an 
Officer, he left his wife under the carc of 
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meflics, who, were; to.fee: that Colonel Paffing- 
ham and fhe, hould not meet each other. . He al- 
lowed her afterwards to go to. the houe of the 
Reverend Mr, Thomas, a. neighbours but with 
the fame injunction not to fee Colonel Pafsing- 
hams; fox Mr. Forrefter ftill thought her: chafte. 
Pafiingham came to the houfe of M. Thomas, 
but, was not permitted, to fee Mrs. Forrefler. 
“Thus had Coloncl Pafingham, by his falfe piety, 
his mock morality, his canting {entiment, and 
hollow- friendfhip—his hypocritical declaration,; 
““.that a man. was certainly curfed on the face of 
the earth, who would abufe. the. confidence of \a 
friend under his roof,” prevailed on Mr. Forrefter 
to place unbounded confidence in him, andthus 
had he betrayed it.. But the cafe did notoreft 
here, for the infamy of this Defendant. yas but. 
juft beginning to be feen. - Colonel Pafsingham 
hhving feduced the affections of Mrs. Forrefter, 
having difhononred. her—having. the perfon: of; 
her hufband in his power by means of a bond: for 
a civil debt—he now: betook himfelf to a courfe 
of proceeding the moft foul that ever diftinguifl- 
ed the blackeft- heart which ever, inhabited the 
breaft of man.  He could not get poflefiion of 
Mus, Forrefter’s perfon, and that which he want= 
ed,along, with it—a large portion, of her huf- 
band’s property, by way of feparate maintenance 
to her—without the confent of her’ hufband. 
And how to accomplifh this was the object. - To 
do fo, he;fet ;about aceufing him to others, and 
fpreading abroad in the world, that he had been 
guilty of unnatural attempts on different indivi- 
duals; and he caufed thefe. things to be commus 
nicated to Mr. Forrefter; at the fame time hint- 
ing, that if he would agree to a handfome fepa- 
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tabé andintentance for liiy/ wifé] thierdi would sbe 
ikt doner in’ it. -1 howivery liedid not;, 
thérewere perfbns i thel néighbouthoods of 
Watwicibite on whom Mz F: had’ mades thefe 
abotminable attempts] whd would come: forward 
asrwithefles: - But thefe manauvres fiiled of theis 
objedd; Mr: Forrefter- treating it ‘with juft iridi 
mation; aiid fpurning at thie idea of £ bafe 4¢om+ 
promife: This failing, Coloncl Paftingham ac: 
cufed' Mr. Forrefter with beafliality with the 
canine fpecies, a ‘moft. infamous: fubricdtion, to 
whichi it was too fhocking to allude, andwhicki 
would be negatived by the evidence of a friend 
of Mr. Forfefter, who was a fportfiman. Colo- 
nel Pafingham then employed  the-Defendant; 
Edwards, to afsist him in this ¢afe, who had al- 
ways expreffed the gredteft gratitude to Mr. For- 
refier, who bad been bountiful to hinm-on many 
oceafions. - “This man had: threatened o’ cut the 
throatof Colonel Pafsingham for *his grofs iand: 
fandalous fabrications againft his friend 5 but 
who, ini confequence: of Mr. Fotrefter! having 
ftruck @ docket againft fim, and ‘made’ him & 
bankrupt, was changed ‘at once from friend’ to 
foc; and by means of the agency of this. man, 
who was aétuated by his réfentment,  the reft of 
this moft abominable and horrid foenc was. car: 
ried on.  This man went to a number of people 
in Worcefterfhire, tenants of Mr. Forrefter; and ' 
told them, that he came from Ms: Forrefter, 
their landlord, who had faid that he had made 
unnatural attempts on them, which they denied, 
as they would to-day ; he then wrote lettersto 
Mr, Forrefter, telling him thefe men had con- 
feffed againft him, ftating particulars of time-and 
phice, accompanying the whole with an affur- 
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ince; 'that if Mr: Forrefter would confent to ai- 
lowa handfome feparate maintenance; all fhovld 
be hofhed, which. Mr: Forrefter ftill treating 
with fcorn, they actually caufed him to be taken' 
Sna charge of this kind ; and brought forsard-a 
Tittle boy, who had been waiter at the Old Hum- 
mums, to fapport it ; which charge being heard, 
was difmiffed by the Magiftrates. ~ Such was the 
outline of this moft infamous cafe for which the 
Profecutor demanded juftice. The Learned Gen- 
‘tleman> faid that he would now proceed to the: 
legal facts: 

JusiiGesige Townfhend Forrefter, Efg: 
  

  

=i then examined. He proved all the cir- 
ctimftances of the cafe as they were opened by 
the Solicitor/General ; and gave a minute detail 
ofall ‘the particulars, in which he difcovercd 
that' he had: great affe€tion for his wife, whom; 
hefuid, he could no more have fufpected than an 
Angel ‘ffom Heaven! He proved alfo that his 
confidence in Colonel Pafiingham was unbounded. 
He proved he had received feveral letters from 
the Defendant Edwards, all of his hand-writing, 
all of which were of fuch a nature as to make it 
impofsible-to copy:them, being full of the moft 
fockingcpithets, containing accufitions already 
fateds at the fime time, adding an affurance; 
that all thefe nceufitions would be dropped if he 
would make  handfome feparate maintenance on 
his wife ! -Mr: Forrefter admitted, that he was 
for fome time defirous of keeping out of the way 
o avoid being arrefted; as well at the it of Co- 
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lonel Passingham, npon the bond oy 16ool, as 
for, fome other debts—of his going to Rochefter 
to wear to 4 debtas petitioning ereditor fo take 
out acommifsion of bankruptey againgt the De- 
fendant Edwards—of his going on board a veflel 
with a view, at one time, to g0 to Rotterdam, 
bit with o idea of fhunning the eriminal charges 
brought againft him, but merely to gain time 
upon the civil fuits—of the manner in which he 
yeas apprehended on board the fhip by onc,of the 
Officers of Bow-ftreet—of the readinefs with 
which met that charge, and gave his Solicitor 
inftrucions to defend it—of his examination be- 
fore the Magiftrates at Bow-ftrect, and of his 
difcharge there—He then moft folemnly fiyore, 
that the whole was founded in. the moft. grofs 
and infamous fabrication, theré being no truth in 
any one word of it. 

o) ' 

   

  

Mr. Forrefter underwent a long crofi-cxami- 
nation by, 

Mr. Ersxixe, who preficed it by faying, that 
he fhould ot be farprized if the Witnefs. fhould 
feel indignation at queftions which were: put to 
bim; but they were the effeét of inftructions 
which, as Counfel, he was obliged to follow. 

  

Mr. Forrefter fiid, he knew a perfon of the 
name of William Williams; another of the name 

of Samuel Potter; another of the name of Wil- 
lizm Rullingham; another of the names of Charles 
Wilmot; another of the name of William Potter; 
another of the name of Thomas Roberts; another 
of the name of John Charles. 
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Mr Egsxig diked hifi'a' queftion Fefpecting: 

cch’of ‘thiefe: perfons, the fubftance ‘of Which 
was, ‘whithier he had ‘ever, at ‘any time of his 
Tife, “taken any’ liberty with cither that indicated 
any indecent propentity ? to each of which”le 
anfwered moft” folemnly ‘and  emphatically, 
SNEvERT 

The famé queftion was pat to him with regdtd 
0 Edward Tatham ; whom he faid he had never 
feen. 

7. Wells, 

tler inthie family of Mr. Forrefter, proved tht 
ne'faw' the adultery between Mrs. Forrefter nd 
Colonel Pafiingham, from the lawn through'the 
window of the drawing-room, on a fofa 't the 
houfe at Chefter, fome time before his miftrefs 
rethried” to her hufband at Elmbly ;' bt he 
did not inform his mafter. - He had knows 'his 
mafter long. Upon his folemn oath he never 
fiaw or heard from him any thing indicating un- 
nattral or indecent propenfities; nor did he be- 
lieve he had any foch. 

  

My Welft, 

~-who fwore ds follows:—I am Chairman og j, 
Worcefter Quarter SefSons. 1 um acqua, 
with Mr. Forrefter, but not particularly "ted 
mate with' him. On the’ 17¢h of May 1 inti- 
perfon came to me, who faid his name was 2t a 
wards,” and which I have fince leatied *““ £d- 

Ca2 ‘was his  
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mamei He appeared beforeriesat eight’ o'clogk 
in the morning: | He faid he had come:on'a very 
difigreeable bufinefs. *He came for: a warrant 
againft a neighbour of mine, Mr. Forrefter. I 
afked him w hat the complaint was which he had 
againft Mr. Forrefter? 'He faid only 2 littlé 
FRRERAA | 

Mr. Garrow.— We are of courfe quite fure 
yoware ufing his own words, fince ‘they- conld 
not pofsibly be yours.” 

Mr. Welth—* Moft certainly.  This kind of 
levity furprized me fo much, that for a moment 
it put-me off my guard, and T did not fpeak, per- 
haps, for a minute to him. I obferved he was 
dreffed as if he had come from fome' diftance. -k 
afked him, therefore, whence he came. He faid, 
from the neighbourhood. I then; “after fome 
hefitation (having heard before of difputes. b 
tween Mr. Forrefter and Colonel Pafiingham), 
afked him whether he had come fiom Colonel 
Pafsingham.” 

Mr. Garrow.— Was that your enly: reafoir 
for afking him ? 7 

. THat was my only reafon then. 

Crter Justics.—How far s that from your 
refidence > 

. About half a mile, my Lord. He told me 
that e had come from Colonel Pafsingham. ' 1 
then afled him the particulars of the charge he. 
had to make againft Mr. Forrefter? He then re- 
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Tatetl a very difgufting  ftory:of himfelf—of: M. 
Forveftor’s: coming to him in bed; and rolat: 
what is-too difufting to be repeated. 

   

M. Gankow:—Very few. people! cam rnkives 
tho queftion:beter : bt was: it not in 
guage of brutal flippancy >    

A. Tthought it language which requiredine 
ta be on my guard, for I did not know whom-T 
was talking to, and I was with him alone: He: 
fuid it was nothing remarkable; it was very no- . 
torious’; for: he had plenty of evidence agiinft 
himo Lithen‘afleed him:if be had a recent faéed 
He fuid he had. 'And I forgot. to-mention that 
hefiid; that:what had happened to him was two: 
years before ! 5 

Mr. Gixrow.—He did not bring any -switnefs: 
to,you—He only gave you. his own ftory3151” 

4 Nothing but his own ftory. - He was/quite: 
alone. 1 afked him if he had any recént matters 
He faid—Yes! there was a boy at the Hummums 
who would prove the fact! I afked him Svhy he 
feleted me, when there was fuch acircumftance® 
had occurred in London? He faid he had been 
advifed to come to me: That they: had-been ad- 
vifed to get the warrant in Worcefterfhire, to 
have it backed in London: That he fhould have 
had one of Mr. Pinder in a moment if he-had 
becn at home. 

  

Mo/ siibe, Wi M Bindeva nmgl\bo!lr-~ 
ing Mngiftrate? - 

A. He lives a few miles fmm me. 
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Charles Arnnall and Richard Lawy 

she one a farmer, the other a butcher, fiore, 
that the Defendant Edwards came to-them; told 
them their landlord, Mr. Forrefter, was taken up in London for an unnatural offence; that he 
confefled he had been guilty ‘of fich. practices 
with them, which: they fwore"was an -infamous 
fabrication : that they” did not even underftard, 
at firft, what was alluded to, and for which there 
was not the fhadow of foundation. Thefe were 
the two perfons whom Edwards had afterwards, 
by letter, informed Mr. Forrefter had confeffed their guilt to him, and fiid they were ready to prove it againft Mr. Forrefter; 

  

M. Nine, 
—who was a fportfiman, and ‘an intimate acquaiii- tance of Mr. Forrefter, proved, ‘thiat the" ftor about the pointer was nothing more than'that the animal had been locked up for preferving thebrecd and that Colonel Paflingham and Mr. Edwards knew it;. but that an infamous fabrication arofe 
out of it, for which there was not 2 fhadow-of 
of foundation. 

M. Norbury, 

—a Solicitor for fome of the creditors of M. Forrefter, gave an”account of  the: mannet"in 
which Edwards came to him at Gray’s ' Inn. Coffee Houfe, withing him to ftrike a Doc    
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againft Mr. Forrefter, in order to prevent his 
going out- of . the 5 kingdom, . which: he de- 
clined. 

Mr. Kiwnairdy.examined by Mr. Garrow. 

—$t Tam one of the Magiftrates of the County of 
Middlefex, I will tell you the whole of the 
cafe, as. it appeared- before me; and, with per- 
miflion, 1. will relate it by way of narrativ 
On. Saturday I was fitting at the Public Office; 
Bow.Street.  The Office then happened to be 
very. full of bufinefs—The Clerk came. and 
whifpered to me. that a ferious charge ' was 
brought. againft a gentleman, who he underftood 
to be of fome importance—fome charadier. I 
direéted that the party fhould be brought in to 
let me fpeak to them in a . corner privately. 
Mr. Edwards, one of the Defendants, came, with 
alittle boy. He faid he had a charge of a very 
ferious nature to make againft , 1then 
ftopt. him, defiring him on that public occafion 
not. to, mention. the. name of a perfon, becaufe 
fufpicion alone was fatal to a man’s charaéter in 
fuch acafe. I believe that notwithftanding that 
admonition, he roundly and loudly mentioned 
the name, of “ George Townfend Forrefter!” 
“That there was no occafion for any caution or 
delicacy, &c. and that there were numerous 
charges of the fame nature, which had been, or 
were, exhibiting againft him in Worcefterfhire. 
Upon this I direéted the Clerk to take his infor- 
mation. . A, fhort information was taken in the 
common way, - It was brought in, but, before T 
allowed the Boy to be fivorn, feeing this youth 
Lafked him certain queftions as to what he knew 
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of the import of an oith (Edwards was there): 
Satisficdl as to, the Boy’s competency to take the 
oath as to a khowledge of its. obligation, I afked 
fora warrant. Edwards difcovered fome impa- 
tience; faying; that Mr: Forrelter was then iri 
Kent, upon the Coaft, about to efcape, and that 
therefore difpatcli would be neceffary: I fhould 
have faid, my Lord, that Edwards faid at the 
fame time, that his wife, meaning Mrs. Fottefter, 
was his coufin; and that lie had treated her ex- 
tremely ill ; and that was the réafon which made 
him take fo active a part in this profecution 
On this application, fo far as Tknow, there ended 
the bufinefs of that day. On the riext day in the 
evening, being Sunddy, Mr. Grahai the Magif- 
trate of Bow-fireet, for whom I had fat on the 
day before, came tome. In confequence of; this 
interview between Mr. Graham and myfRlf, ¥ 
went immediately to Bow-ftreet:  Very foort 
after one of tlie Defendats, came into thie room: 
Tt was up flairs:  He introduced ariother perfon, 
whom he called Mr. or Colonel Paffingham, 
about five minutes before the other gentleman 
came in, 1 faid this was a very ferious thing; 
and I hoped great caution and great prudence 
would be exercifed in thie inveftigation of it. 
Colonel Paffingham fzid, “ No! There i no 
oceafion for the inftances are numerous; in fhort. 
very many in Worcefterfhife know. of his 
heing accuftomed to thefe habits—(T beg to be 
underftood not to repeat the words but the fenfe) 
—Edwardsand Paflingham hadalittle converfationt 
together. Paflingham faid, there is no occafion; 
1 believe, for my ftaying here, Edwards faid, 
why, you may as well ftay. Paffingham faid, ¥ 
will go, and, if I fhall be wanted, you know 
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where to find me ; and very fhortly afterwards 
M#: GFéarm, ‘accompanied by anothér gentleman, 
and"Mr. ‘Forreftér, came into the room. The 
Boy, Colliér, T think his name is, came into 
the room. ‘He was the Boy who came before 
with hisififormation. Mr. Graham took minutes. 
[ Here Jie flated the examination of the Boy ac- 

cufing Mr. Forrefter with indecent pradiifes with 
hins at the OId Hummums. 

At lenght the Boy discovered fome trepidation 
and distrels. Mr. Graham admonifhed, him, and 
cautioned him ; told him, that if he had been in- 
dinced to fell a lie, the best reparation he could 
male would be to retractit. This hedid in a 
mild manner, for he had been cautioned not to be 
afiaid of tlling the truth; but merely a whole- 
Tome cantionwithout terror. TheBoy begancrying 
and f2id if thisman is out of the room I will tell 
the truth (pointing to Edwards.) T then dircéted 
that all the parties, thatis, that Mr. Edwardsand 
Mr. Forrester fhotld withdraw. On their retir- 
ing the Boy burst into tears; and fid what he 
had been advancing was untrue ; that there was 
sothing 1n it. Being afked what could induce 
him to do fo wicked a thing? He faid, that Mr. 
Pafsingham Had called, and afked him if he had 
known any thing about a certain affsir. Upon 
being preffed to explain what he meant by that 
affair > he fiid, that which he had before faid ywith 
regacd to M. Forrester was all falfe.  Upon being 
asked, whether he had any promife made him of 
‘money or the like? He faid no ! but he thought from 
the manner of it he fhould get fomething. 1 was 
greatly furprized to here this: and I think, as far as 

¢ 
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my memory ferves me, T defired Mr. Edwards, and 
Mr. Forrester to come into the room. Edwards 
was then told, with fome indignation, by Mr. 
Graham and myfelf, that the boy had himfelf ac- 
knowledged that all he had faid. was untrue, ¥d- 
wards faid he was forryif that was the cafe ; but ifit 
would not do here, he had cases that would do in 
Worcesterfhire, _Their was violent words between 
them, 1faid to Edwards if by way of argument, 
that if he was guilty, they were purfuing him more 
from malice than juftice, Edwards faid he had been 
travelling overWales to find cafes againft. Forrefter. 
We difeharged the complain, 

Mr. Grarax confirmed this statement of: the 
foregoing Majistrate ; adding, that he cautioned 
the Boy not only to take care not toaccufe falfely, 
but alfo not to be afraid to accuft, if the agcufa- 
tion was true. 

Tue DEFENCE. 

Mr. Exskixe made an eloguent fpecch for the 
Defendants, He admitted that they had: con- 
duéted themfelves intemperately ; the {cope of 
the defence was this—That they had reafonable 
and probable caufe for believing what they had 
charged Mr. Forrefter with; and if the Jury 
were convinced of that fact, whatever weré the 
shotives of the Defendants, they could not be 
found guilty on this indictment. * He then called 
all. the perfons whofe names he mentioned to 

' Mr. Forrefter, and to whom he fwore he had ex- 

    

  

. hibited no unnatural propenfity; and every one 
of them— 

oath, 
the number of nine—declared on 

e {the Profecutor) had done many 
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things that indiéated " that difpofition ; and fome 
of them related their tales in language which 
thofe who heard it will never remember without 
horror'sbut moft of them were perfons collected 
together by the affiduity of Mr. Forrefter’s focs, 
fome of whom had had difputes with him, and 
others corinected with the Defendants, and par- 
ticularly Colonel Pafsingham, 

"The boy Collier, from the Old Hummums, was 
examined in Court; and he perfifted in his ori- 
ginal accufation againft Mr, Forrefter; faid that 
it was all true; related fome difgufting facts in 
fupport of his charge; and affirmed that he had 
retracted it before the Magiftrates from fear, &c. 

Another Waiter from the Old Hummums 
fwore to fadts of the like kind againft Mr. For- 
vefter. (Thefe made eleven in number for the de- 
fence.) 

Henry Fenkins, the head-waiter, the Porter, 
and the Hair-dre[Jer of the houfe, proved, that 
the boy made his complaint againft Mr. For 
ter, fix weeks before Mr. Edwards knew any 
thing of the cafe. 

     

Lord Errexsoroven fammed up the cafe; 
and, after ftating the importance of it, obferved, 
that, fuppofing for argnment fake—what he did 
not affirm—that the witneffes for the Defendants 
fpoke the truth, yet, if the Jury believed thofe 
for the profecution, the Defendants had accufed 
this Profecator for the purpofé of tervifying himy 
and to make him, againft his' free will—agree to 
a feparate maintenance to his wife; and if fo, the 
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Defendants were guilty of the main Charge of 
this Indiétment. His Lordfhip deplored fome 
of the feenes exhibited in this moft extraordinary 
cafe. 

The Jury, AFfER A TRIAL OF, SIXTEEN HOURS, 
found both' the DEFENDANTS GUILTY of the whole 
Indictment. 

Printid by R. Butters, Fetier-Lant,  


