











)

116

P AT







A

YO A G B

To THE
IsLaND of MAURITIUS,
(Or, ISLE OF FRANCE)

THE
IsLe of BourEBoN,

. : THE

Care of Goop-HorE, &c.

With Obfervations and Refleffions upon Nature,
and Mankind.

By a FRENCH OFFICER.

Homo fum ; humani nibil & me alienum pote. Tzr,

TransLaTED from the Frence

BY JOHN PARIESH

LONDO N:
Printed for W. Grazwin, N® 6, Carbarine-Sireet, STrano,
MDCCLXXV,







TQ DHE
MOST NOBLE
T B

MARQUIS or GRANBY.

MY LORD,

HE Permiffion I have obtained
of inferibing this Tranflation
to your Lordfhip, affords me a happy
Opportonity of expreﬂing}ny grateful
reipedt to the Memory of your truly
NopLe FaTser, and my ExceLLENT
Parron---"tis in vain for me to attempt
his Panegyric: All I could fay, would
be but as the feeble Eccho of a Nation’s
Voice, loud raifed in Honour of his
Virtues. The Tafk would alfo be a
painful one: For while I wrote, Sor-
row would be excited that fo much
Worth were loft to his Country, to
his FamiLy, and to we.




DEDICATION.

Having declined to fpeak of your
| Father’s Virtues, I cannot my Lord,
‘ with propriety enumerate Your’s: But
| thus far I may fay, and with truth;
that at {o early a period of Life, they
add Luftre to the high Rank you
fupport.

b

Your Lordfhip’s Patronage is more 1
than a Compenfation to the Author, PI’
for my inability to do Juftice to his
Work, and refle@ts an Honour upon
me, of which I am very truly fenfible.

Iam, with the moft perfect Refpect;
MY LORD,

YOUR LORDSHIPs

moft devoted and
moft obedient
humble Servant,

June 1, 1775.

Joun Parism.



The TRANSLATOR s

B P REF AG.E

HE Reader is here prefented with =
i Tranflation of a Work, which the
jate Do@or Goldfmith admired for the ac-
curacy and ingenuity of its Obfervations,
and for the Spirit of Benevolence and Philan-
trohpy which breathes through the whole. He
wifhed it to be done into Englith, and had he
lived, his correcting Hand would have rendered
the Tranflation more worthy of the Author
and of the Fublic favour, than in the ftate,
in which it is now fubmitted it to their
Candour.

The Syftem of Vegetation contained in
the three laft Letters, is written in the Ori~




PEROESR A COE

ginal as- a Dialogue: In its prefent form,
is .much fhoitér, ahd yét contains the

B

meaning theAuthor would convey. A long
Table of Sea Termsis omitted, as alfo another
very long one of Contents, and a confide-
-om Port 1'Orient

ich Jﬂpl.‘ﬂ\i rather

rable Part of the Jourr

to the Ifle of France,

uninterefting. Tor the and be-

caufe of the ng 'l‘;u Tranfla-
ting of the Conchyelog

S

h Science in-

1

deed the Author profeffes himfelf very little

acquainted with, the Defcription of that P
of the Natural Hiltory is alfo omitted. By

this means the Tranflation is reduced to one

nal.

half the Bulk and. Price of the Orig

Defirous to give the Reader every Inforna-
tion relative to an Ifland which (to fay no
more of it) has been the Obj
r At

ect of the parti-

enious and

of two Men fo
he Abbe de la Caille, and our
Author ; the Tranflator begs Leave to infert
the follo
the Author of »
of the Ifle of Fr
e as it may feem, yet it is certainly Matter of
¢« Fad&, tha

fo able as

& from a late Publication,

s Bt ('.uupl)ci], {peaking
nce, fays, ¢ incredible

in the fpace of five Years he ((Mon-




P REEAC E

o flenr de urdonnais’ rendered this Country

¢ a Paradife, that had been a Defart for five

« thoufand, and this in f[pite of the Inhabi=
< tants, and of the Company, who 'being
wed
<« ill to him at his Return. He foon made
¢« the Cardinal de Fleur
of the true ftate of things, and comp

originally prejudiced by them, bel

, however, fenfible
d

ige, though they

# the Company to acknow

¢« did not reward, his Services. He after=

s« wards returned, as all the World kr

WS,
ted the Work he
¢ had begun; and to him it is owing that
«« the Ifle of France is at prefent one of the
Jnef, as it was always one of the moft
ble fpots upon the

¢ into the Indies, and perfec

& Important and I}yj),"aa
£ Globe”







AvuTtHoRr’s PREF ACE.

HESE letters were written to my friends du-

ring my voyage, After my return, I put them

in order and printed them, as a public teftimony of

my acknowledgement of the good offices I had re-
ceived.

Tue plan I have adopted is this; having given
an account of the plants and animals natural to each
country, and of the foil in it’s unimproved ftate, I
then fpeak of the charafters and manners of the in-
habitants,

b What




The Auraor's PREFACE.

Whaat I have faid, will perhaps be deemed a fi«

tire, but I can fay with truth, that in fpeaking of
men, I have fpoken of their good aétions with ala-

crity, and of their faults with candor.
Arter fpeaking of the Colonifts, I enter upon a

detail of the vegetables and animals with which they

have peopled the country. The induftry, the arts,

and the commerce of thefe countries are all included

fculture. It fhould feem that this art, fo fim-

ple, would be preduétive of the moft amiable man-

but the [ife led by the peopke of the Hle of

Trance, 1s from a primitive one,

DEeatn has fnatched from us Monfieur de Tolbach,

Governor of the Cape, who had been very obliging

to me. If the place allotted him in thefe memoirs

cannot now ferve as nowledgements, it may at

leaft be an ufeful ex: e of conduét to thofe French-
app

they may be induced to imitate

men who may t d governots in India, If

from my ac
s virtues, I {hall then inde¢d do honour to them,

by

tural Hiftory is not thut up in libraries ; it has ra-

ther




Thé Avrnor's PREFACE.

ther feemed to me, a volume, to be read by the whole
world. I have traced through the whole, the moft
evident proofs of a providence ; and I have treated

i, not as a fyftem that is pleafing to my fancy, bue

as a fentiment with which my heart is filled,

I smatr ac leaft, I chink, been of ufe to

mankind, if the faint fketch I have given of the ¢

ferable 1ot of the Negroe flaves, fhould fave them
fromone ftrokeof the whip; and if the Europeans wlio
fo Joudly exclaim againft tyranny, and among whom
are compofed fuch beautiful treatifes of morality,
may hereby be induced to ceafe being in India the

moft barbarous of all tyrants,

I smavy think I have done fervice to my countryy

if I prevent but one fingle man of worth from quit-
ting it, and if I have determined him to cultivate one
additional acre in fome heath that yet never has felc

the plough.

To be fenfible of this love for his country, a man

muft firft quitit. T am att

hed to mine, although

rieither by

y fortune, nor the

I hold init: but

the place where I firft faw the Ij is dear to
P A

There, I have felt, have loved, have fpoken.

T




The Avruor’s PREFACE,

Tuis foil, fo generally adopted by ftrangers, i3

delightful to me : here, all that can be defirable, is

abundance ; and France, by the temperature of it’s

| the in-

climate, the excellence of it's vegerables,
duftry of its inhabitants, is to be preferred to either
India.

In fine, I love this country, where my. connections
are numerous, where efteem is the moft refined,

friendthip moft intimate, and virtue moft amiable

VOYAGES




| TRINTS M I L SR D

1768,

’Orient after having felt the

L’Oriens, 4 Far

AM jutt arrived at I
moft fevere cold.
Paris to within ten
which was burnt in
it owes to its misf

the XVth. and alfo one of I
infade of the P:
rated, but wi
pannels of the wainfcot are
gilt moldings. Moft of the
l)mlum«u int {2
is but a difinal town. It is
of the Fillaine and the Jfe; two
urbs are formed of fome dirty I

e ill paved. The common people
brown ftuff, ch gives them very much an air of
poverty,

-

I saw in Britany, a vaft deal of unculti
land. Nothing grows upon it but brcum, and a
with yellow ﬂo\urs which appeared to me a ¢

pofit




VOYAGE #o the IsLe or Fraxce,

pofition of thorns. The country people call it Lande
or Fan *. They bruife it to feed their cactle with o

The broom {erves only to heat their ovens ; it might
be turned to better account, and efpecially in a mari-
ne country.  The Romans made a cordage of it,
which they prdurul to hemp, for their fhipping. ]
owe this oblervation te Pliny, who is known to have
commanded the fleets of the Empire .

Micut not thefe lands be fown to good purpmu
with potatocs, a certain fubliftence, which can nei
ther fuffer by inclement feafons, nor the ftorchoufes
of monopolizers,

InpusTrY feems checked equally by an Ariftocra-
tic government, or in a pays d'erats §.  The Peafant,
who' is without a reprefentative in the affembly, is
likewife without protection. In Britany he is ill clad,
drinks nothing but water, and lives upon black
bread.

Tre mifery of mankind always increafes in the
fame degree as their dependance. I have feen the

* In oneword, Furze. §. 1 s is pradtifed in fome parts
of England. 7.

1 ‘T'his broom, which the author faw in Britany, muft be of
the kind, a fpecies of the Spanifh Spartum, which it is well known
was ufed by the Ancients inftead of hemp, 7%

§ Many provinces. in France have a' kind of Parliament, and
are called Pais " qu. Thefe Etats are nothing more than an
affembly of the Nobleffe of the province, who meet at leaft once
in every three ycars, for little other purpofe, than to raife money
for the crown ; and in raifing, take care to pay nothing them-

Ives. Such anAriflocratical s aflembly, is (oppofed by many po-
ians, to be more tyrannical, than a fole and abfolute gover-
ner. ‘The Reader will dlﬂlngu.ﬂ: the Etats from the Parlement,
which in France, is nl) a Supreme Court of Judicature ; by
which, indeed, the King’s ediéls are obliged to be regiflered, be-
#ore they are regularly ofaz.thun'ty 75

peafant
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VOYAGE to the Is

E oF FraNCE. 3
d ; at his eafe in Pruffia ; in a
ftate in Ruffia, and labouring
Umiu th:. crr"u"‘ wury in Poland : 1 fhall then

I 1ccuum thus for
there is no {overeign,
an ariftocracy, every

r tyrant.

il

LipzrTy is mL parent of induftry, [hL S\nfs
peafant is ir in of Poland is without
imagination. por of the foul, which enables
a man, even more than pl % ar up againit
misfortune, {eems
‘When Tupmt
fale of aflave, ke takes Srom bim o

man lo the
balf of bis under-

Gtions. When I
;at miferies, nno
y them, or irom w

dwindled. Tlu.
mals are very fmall [h

THERE are jn_many pl
of black and re rble,
ed with filver, w y d
riches of this country are its line
cattle.  Induftry revives with lib
cinity of the fea-ports. Thi
good confequence of a mal
1s little elfe than an ava

m;. real
, and
the vi-
, the only

duce greater benefits from the indulgence of
paffions, than from the cxercife of his reafon.
B2 Taz




4 VOYAGE

fo the IsLe oF Francs.

THe peafant here is much at his eafe; he looks
upon himfelf at liberty, from the neighbourhood of
an element, all the roads to which are open. OP,
preflion cannot extend itfelf to any thing beyond his
fortune : Is he hard prefled, he embarks himfelf,
and on fhipboard finds the oak of his own inclo-
fures ; the linens woven by his own family, an
gr.lin, the growth of his ewn ficlds : Houthold Gods
by whom e has'béen abandoned | In the commander
of the veflel, he frequently recognizes the Lord of [
his own vlll.xgr, and in their common y lees &
him a man, whofe fortune is more to be complained
of than his own. At liberty to judge of his own
fituation, he becomes mafter of it ; and feated on
the yard-arm, decides in the fury of a ftorm upon
(]l...\, which on fhore, he durft not m an object
of enquiry.

[T

I uave not yet feen Port L'Orient, Half a 3
re our arrival, we croflfed a fmall arm $
n a ferry-boat : I could frarcely diftin-
2 thetown. A thick fog covered the horizon : U
s is occafioned by the vicinity of the fea ; but
nter is the lefs fevere on this account.

> fea i

This cbfervation
bourhood of pocls
not this be to fay
tude of i
fands of the fhore ? \H\Lthw this co
or not, the facility of living there
temperature, draw from the North an
ber of fea and water-fowls,

good as well in the neigh- t
lakes, 25 of the fea. l\‘hy ®
hu prepagation of a multi-

Natore may well rcf

2 for them fome por-
and of mild air, when fhe has
s alone, above half the world,
Iam, &c.

tion of the coa
allotted to the




VOYAGE #o the IsLe or Fraxce, 5

1 Bl e B B B I

rient, Fanuary 18, “1768.
L'Oplr\'r is a fmall town in Britany, which the

commerce of the Eaft Indies renders daily more
flourithing, It is, like all other new towns, regular,
the ftreets in ftrait lines, but unfinithed. It is but
indifferently fortified. There are fome fine ware-
houfes, the Hotel des Ventes, and a tower, whence
one may fee, wharfs which are but juft begun, and
ground plats whereon buildings are marked out,—It
is fituated at the bottom of a bay which receives the
rivers Blavet and Ponlcorf'; they are navigable, and
a vaft many fhips come down by them to L’Orient.
The entrance of this bay is narrow, and defended by
a work they call Port Louis, or Blaver, The cita-
del of which is too much raifed, and muft occafion
the thot fired from it to be but of little effeét, Its
too narrow in themfelves, have alfo Orillons,
never of ufe, but for du:ndm;_) the dirch
and there 1s none erc but the fea, which wathes the
foot of the ramparts,

Port Louss is an old, and deferted city. °*Tis
a Gentleman of an ancient family in the neighbour-
hood 1 Eaft-India Nabob. The people of fathion
live at Port Louis; but the merchants, the muflin,
and filk warehoufes, the money, and the pretty wo-
men, are all at L’Orient, Their manners are the
fame here as in other commercial ports. Every man’s
purfe is open : but he lends money in the grofs only 5

3 3 the




] VOYAGE o the Is1t oF FRancE,

twen

the Indies is

'ty per Cent. per
r c m’}' than he
is bonds are nut fo.
I3 (,r mmq b} contr 1Cn,

s c::rgﬂ.
e of

A pov
moft of the feafaring peoy

» to fail for the Ifle of
d the \Luquﬁ de

our and fome
ters and

Caftries.
more on the ftocks,
caulkers, the concou
t\l’il moving about of v
the people a thirft after every thing th
the idea of fortune, con
the Indies, adds to th

\‘{.Jt:u You would think
yourfelf a thou from Paris 11(. pup}e
of the country no 1cmp {peak ch 3
town, know no other mafter, than the 1*
Company The better {ort of 11..\)111 talk of
of France and Pondicherry, as if they were jult b»

You will fuppofe that counting-houfe mlp\:m come
here in the Dal[:a from India, for intereft rather tends
to feparate men from each othe r, than to bring them
together,

I am, &c,




VOYAGE to the IsLe or FrANCE. i

) Bove, (it BRI 2L s 1 IIT.

Port L'Orient, February 20, 1771.
WE’A waited only a fair wind, to fer fail. My
paffage is taken on board the Marquis de
a fhip of eight hundred tons, and one hun-
dred and forty-fix meng loaden with naval ftores for
Bengal. My birth is a e recefs from the Great
Cabin. There are fifteen paffengers, moft of whom
are lodged in the Gun-room, the place where they
put the cartouches, nd ordnance ftores. The
Mafter Gunner has sart, and lodges
here, as do alfo the & . plain, and Surgeo
Over this is the Great Cabin, where the pafl
i ith the Captain, Over thi i
+ Council Chamber, and the Captain
decorated on the outfide with a gallery, and is the
fineft room in the fhip. The officers cabins are be-
fore you come to thefe aboyementioned, that
may with the more eafe look to what is going forward
upon deck,

Caftr

Tue crew lodge on the Forecaftle, and between

decks, a difmal hole, where one can fee nothing.
The + Galliards are the length of the whole fhip,

which is level with the Great Cabin, and has a gang-
way before it, as the Cabin has. The Kitchen, or
Cook-room, is under the For The provifions
and merchandizes in the Hold; and the Powder-
room is under the Gun-room.

* Called in Englith, the Coach. 7.
+ Galliards s the thip mutt, from this defeription, have had 2
fpare deck.

B4 1 HAvVE




VOYAGE f#9 the IsLe or Fr

the thip rolls about at
ay near us, and we are deafened
r offieers to vs, through their

with this uproar, T got into a boat and

7 high s we w
“From the walls of the cita-
on \nr} black, and the ifland of
rog 5 upon the thore crouds

'CE

tch of the difpofi-
the diforder of it,
along for.the ¢

cattle lowing, birds
he Poop; and, as it
nal noife of the 1
ing of the
chor,

C .'

ked through the

C| and fear, and a centinel L

at the p'z nt of thL
hardinefs of r.u poor \un_lfl-e.‘ whg were
midft of the tempeft,

1 aftonithment at the
ng in

ln tmr-('d up clofe,, wet through,

As we
; white
cels
and
, cod-

in ﬂmrr, as miraculous g

sod ml ks are not without

5 for when

prieft goes in thc firft boat,
‘m,l to the water.  One nmght

feg




VOYACE to the Isie or France. 9

fee among them the conjugal affection of old times 3
for as they came dropping in, _their wives and el I
dren hr.w about their neck is among thefe hard
working P"(}l) , that fome remains of virtue is to be
found, as if man retained his morals no longer than
hile he was in a ftate between hope and fear,

Tris part of the coaft abounds in fith: each
fpecies of which is, in g,(.nt'rzll, larger than they are
elfe e; but thm tafte is inferior. I was affured,
that the pilchard fithery brought in four millions of
livres, annually, to the revenue of the province. It
is rather fingular, ‘that there are'no ¢rawfith in the
rivers of Britany; occafioned, perhaps, by the ftill-
nefs of the water,

W are now got once more to our inn; the noife
of the wind and *fea ftill buzzing in our ears, Two
Parifians, the Sieurs B*** her and fon, who were
to have gone in our fhip, without faying a word ta
s, ordered a chaife, and are gone to Paris

LETTER




10 VOYAGE o the IsLe or Frawce.

EE T e B iRy —F1IVE

On board the Marquis pe CasTrizs, the gd of
Magrcs, Eleven in the Morning.

HAVE but jult time to fay adieu; we are

fetting fail. Pray rake care of the letters inclofed;
three are for I , and Poland. Wherever
I have t ed, T left for lh,num, whom T regret.

r the noife of the
the failors
fired. 'We are

Bur our anchor is a peek. 1
Boatfwain’s whiftle, the capfte
h:.-w;né, anchor, The laf
ur {ail, and the fhore, t
Port Louis begin to d ﬂppmr ‘\diuu, ye f.]u
who :ue dearer to me than the treafur India.
Adieun!

JOURNAL.

i




VOYAGE 1o the Iste oF France.

NS AT,

M A RCH, 1768,

=,

l

1 the

d on the third at a quarter paft eleven
morning, nd at N. E. the tide

very near touching
, to the right of the Channel. ‘When
t of the ifland of Grei, we lay to for
fome of the paflengers and officers.

h enoug

the w r was fine; but the wind be-
d the ft

ea to run high in the evening,

a violent ftorm arofe the fhip was on
r her courfes. I was terribly fea-fi
n bed, I felt
the fhip hac
I found all the

1 went upon (lm(k,
people in confternation, A w e ftruck us on the
tarb ide and carried aw: yawl mth the
mate and three men. One of ed,
entangled in the fhrouds of the mai aft, from
whence he was taken, with his fhoulder and hand
fhattered to pie 1t was impoflible to fave the
others ; they were {een no more,

Tais misfortune happened by the veflels not an-
fwering the helm- “Her poop was too low in the
water, to fuffer-the rudder to act properly upon her.

] The bad weather lafted all day, and the muuon of
the fhip killéd moft of the poultw I had a dog op
beard, that panted inceffantly with uneafinefs. T

only




12 VOYAGE fo the IsLe of Fraxce.
only animals that feemed infenfible, were fome
rows and canary birds, accultomed to a
perual motion, Thefe birds are ied to India as
curiofities.

as well as the other P affengers was exceedingly

There is no remedy for “this evil, which oc-
s the moft dreadful reachings. It is good
however, to take {fome dry fged, and db.JV all acid
{ruits.

Tue 6th, the we
our prayers for the it

er being fine, we offered up
ils of the poor failors we loft
in the late ftorm. The fea, in breaking upon the
veficl, had fplic the beam thar goes round -the
hatchway, although it was ten inches thick.

we reckoned ourfelves to be in the la
tude of Cape Finift nd, and a
great fea, as at.all other capes, are very common,

ere gufts of

itiful fea and fair wind. We
faw flying about, white birds with black bor-
ders round  their wings; they call them Manches de
Velours (Helvet Sleeues. )

Tue 8th, a bea

Tue gth and 10th, the air began to be fenfibly
hot‘m, and the fky more pleafing. We .tpprcnzchul
the Fortunate iland (the Azores) if it be true, that
Heaven has placed good fortune in any particular
ifland.

Tue 11th, the wind fell calm, the fea was cow
with bonnets de feu (Jonmets of ﬁn} a kind of mu-
ned into the fhape of a cap, with a pro-
ion. In the morning we faw afhip.

Tuz

ey —




VOYAGE # the Ists of France. 13

Tue 12th and 13th, fome good regulati
were made. It was agreed, that each o
thould have but one bottle of water a day.” Break-
falt was to be at ten every morning, and was 1o
confift of falted mears and dry vegetables. Our
afternoon meal, at four o’clock, was a rather better
repalt.  All fires were to be put out at eight o’clock.

Ow the 14th, we expefted to fee the ifland of
Madeira, but we were too much weftward; ic
was calm all day. We faw two birds, brown, and
of the fize of a pigeon, flying to the weftward, as
high as the mafts. We took them for-land birds,
and judged, from their appearing, that fome ifland
was to our left hand.

Tuz 15th, the calm continued; but the wind
rofe a little towards night: an Englifh brig pafied us
in the afternoon, and faluted us with his flag,

Tue 16th, at fun rife; we faw the iland of
Palma before us ; on the left is the ifland of Teneriffe
with its Pike, which is in the fhape of a dome, with
a pyramid on the top. Thefc iflands were enveloped
in a fog all day, and at night in ftorms of lightning :
an appearance which terrified the mariners who firft
difcovered them. It is known, that the Romans had
heard of them; becaufe Sertorius was defirous of
retiring to them, ' The Carthaginia who traded
on the coalt of Africa, knew them w Fuba, the
hiftorian, fays, there are five of them; and defcribes
them at larg ¢ calls one of them the Ifle of Sn
becaufe it 1s covered with it all the year. The
is, in fat, covered with fhow, although the air i
hot, Thefe iflands are the ruins of that large
of Atlantis, of which Plato fpeaks. By the depth of
the cavities, out of which their mountains are rai




14 VOYAGE to #he Isuz of France.

one would think they were the ruins of this o
world, when overturned by an event, the tr:
of which remains among all nations.  According to
Fuba, the ifland of Canuy took it’s name from the
large dogs bred there, TheS
belong, got excellent Malmfey * from thenc

baniar

Twe 1yth, 18th, and 19th, we pafk
midit of thefe iflands, having Teneriffe on our 1
and Palma on our right; (:cn‘um was (o thr: e
ward. I took a L‘ra\wht of thefe ifland:
cut in with very dLLp ravines (or furrows.

We faw a flying fith. A
ed on our fhip, and took i
was of an orange-colour, wings and aigrette
mottled with black and white, its b:.‘.m is black as
ebony, and a little bent.

Tuzr 2oth, we lefc the ifland of Ferro to the
welt, and loft fight of all the Canaries. The fight
of thofe iflands, fituated in fo fine a climate, ex i
in us many froiclels withes, We comp.;ru.l the re-
pofe, and abundance, the union and pleafures of thefe
iflands, to our own unquiet life of agitation. Per-
haps, at feeing us pafs by, fome unhappy Canarian
was upon a burning rock, withing himfelf on board
a fhip, that ftecred under full fail for the Eaft-Tndies.

Tue 21ft, we faw a land-fwallow, and afterwards
a fhark. While we were in the latitude of thefe

* The wine at pze(‘:nt brough rrnm the Canaries, is chiefly
Tack, which name, it is gener: «d to have always been
i ngu1ﬂ‘¢d by ; yet I have heard lcn- firft-rate critics dm.{bl»:ry
much, whether any human being could drink fack and Sugar
for pleafure ; and they thezefore {afpet, that Falitafi’s fack was
Rhenifh Wine,” 7.

iflands,
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iflands, we were becalmed all day, the wind rifing
in the evening only.

Tur 22d, the weather was fo hot, as to occa-
fion feveral borttles of Champagne to break, al-
though they were cafed in falt; chis is a ftore, that
moft of the Officers going to India take with them;

it is fold there at a piftole a bottle,  This inundation,
which penetrated every thing, deftroyed fome lettices
and crefles, that I had fown in wet mofs, where thefe
plants grow furprizingly, This falted liquor was fo
very corrofive, as to entirely fpoil all my papers that
got wetted with it,

Tue 23d, we had a very freth wind; the fea
appeared to be grey and greenith, as upon banks,
or in foundings; they p 1 to find foundings
above eighty leagues fron of Afri thich,
is but lictle rai in th 3 faw a ﬂ;ip
away fo

wind, from the

THE 25th
we pafled th

6th, fine wi g 1 fair wind;
latitude of the Cape de Verd iflands,
but did n ; they belong to Portugal ;
frefh provifions are to be had there; but uairr,d(hc
chief article, is very fearce, We faw fome flying
% i =
fithes and a land fwallow, The French wheat, in
the Bread-room, heated to fuch a degree, that there
was no bearing one’s hand in it. It has happened
fometimes, that fhips have been fet on fire by this
means, In 1760, an Englifh fhip, loaden with
hemp, was burnt in the Baltic. The hemy k
fire of itfelf. I faw the wreck of her on
of the ifle of Bornholm,

-a

=
]

w
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TrE 27th, an. awning was {pread from head ta
ftern, to fhelter the people from the heat. We faw
fome galeres, a {pecies of living mucilage.

Tz 28th and 29th, we faw flying-fifh, and a grea
number of tunny-fith,

Tue 30th, our men got ready for fithing, and took L
ten tunny-f e Jeaft of which weighed fixty pounds;

we faw a thark. Tl and the crew
bore their thirft with great impatience. s
THe 311, we took a bonnito ; fome thirty failors ‘~

in the night opened the water jars of feyeral paflen-
gers, who by that means found themfelves, as the .
crew were, reduced to a pint of water a day.

Some OBSERVATIONS on the MANNERS of
SEAFARING PEOPLE.

I wiLL only fpeak of the influence the fea has upon
thefe men, in order that thofe faults which are the
confequences of their way of life, may meet with the
indulgence due to them,

Tre hafte which is abfolutely neceflary in opera-
tions on board a fhip, renders them coaife in their
expreffions, Living ac a diftance from land, they
think themfelves independent ; hence it is that they
frequently fpeak of Princes, laws or religion, with
a freedom équal ro their ignorance. Not but they
are in fome circumftances, devout, and even fuper-
ftitious. 1 have known more than one, who would
not fo much as touch a rope on a Sunday or Friday.
But .in general; their religion depends upon the
weather,

TrE
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Wiy ‘Tne idlenefs in which they live, makes them fond
of fcandal and ftories. lmqmrm-du_k is the place
where the officers deal out fables and wonders,

T habit of making new acquaintances continu-
ally, renders them inconftant in their fo ety and ¢
with for land, on fhore they murmur that
not at fea,

In 2 long voyage, it is beft to give way
and never to difpute. The fea naturally
temper ; and the {lighteft mml.ul i
quarrel. T have feen one arife on a queftios
fophy. It is true thefe queftions have fometimes
caufed no fmall mifchief on fhe

In general, they are filent and thoughtful ; who
] can be gay, when furrounded with d ity ‘md de-
prived of the principal neceffaries of

Treir good qualities however, muft not be for-
gotten, They are open, generous, brave, and above
all, good hufbands. A feaman looks upon himfelf
asa %h.mm r when afhore, and moftly fo in his own
houfe, Unaccuftomed to the manner of ving, he
leaves to his wife the management of avmu' of
which he is ignorant,

To thefe good and bad qualities of feamen, rmu‘c
be added the vices of their education, The:
given to dmnuum\h Every day a ration of wi
R There are feven men in 2
among themfelves to drink
alternately o of the whole feven. Some
of them are giye ing ; and tl:cre are fmm
men fo dextrous as to f e
fleeping ; others agai
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The mafter and gunner, are commonly the
on whom devolves the government
ne may add to thefe, the chief pilot,
now why, does not hold among us
v his merit deferves ;3 he is but the
ier *. Upon thefe three men depends
behaviour of the crew, and very often the
s of the navigation.

Tne lat man in the ﬂup xs' [I“ coo]\
cabbin-boys are oh:n |=J“l v

iht‘
e f‘u} s, with
ire a wi ind l 7t

\\]m is fo often complain
feldom has power, but he

You will gather from all this, that a ’hm isa place
of diffention ; tk , which is
nd of ]*1]), muft be filled with difcord ; and that
i i N ature, which is in other relpeéts fo
h fhould be

ties and fra-

i with families, and not with fo
’J-'IL[]L.\.

* In Britith men of war, the Captain and Lieutenants, are con-
fidered as Gentlemen by their office, and generally are fo by their
behaviour or birth. all have commiffions. The mater,
his mates, and the carpenter, gunner, &c. are only warrant offi-
cers, and in general are low born and educated, people, who by
their good be lm.um, aud in their refpeclive branches
in {EJr\ninl\IF, havi ves for their panticular com«

Thefe are wha ¢ probably means by effciers

is cutom is not unknown to many of oor cabbin-

APRIL
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I'uz 1ft, we faw fome fharks and took one, as
alfo a bonite, I intend to continue my obfervarions
on fifhes at the end of my journal for this month.

Tne 2d, we had calm weather, and now
then fqualls,—We are upon the borders of the fouth
ern trade winds, In the afternoon we |
that miade us reef all our fails. We draw
the line; and have now very little twil

THE 3d,
We were c¢

THe 4th, we had a fltormy fky, and a violent
fquall, with thunder at a diftance. A failor died of
the feurvy, others are ill of it. This difor-

der fhewing itfelf fo early, fpreads an alarm throug
the wl We took feveral bonitos and
fharks,

Tug" sth and 6th, yefterday morning at three
o’clock, it blew & moft terrible ﬁomg, and obliged

us‘ to reef all our {fails uupt the mizen. I have
always rem: , that the rifing of the moon difpels
the clouds very percepribly hm houirs dfter it is
above the horizon, the fky is perfeétly clyar, We
had a calmi thefe two days, and fome drops of rain,

ok fome bonitos. I faw fome
under water-; the caufe of

gl.\]s

"1 HE

Frh and gth,
&
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h near the line, the heat was not very trou
blefome to me 3 the arr is cooed by the ftorms.
5

Tue 10th, the rludfu > at t]
ced, we we

il'lL‘, ‘Wwas announ-
A failor difguifed
> to the C;ep n, and defired him to
caufe Ll‘\_ uhl cuftom to be his is a fro-
lic defigned to divert tlm melancholy of the crew.

1; the feurvy gets a-head
among them, and we have not gone one third of the
voya,

Tre 11th, the ceremony of dipping was per-
formed, The punm pal pflﬂmrms were ranged along
to which their thumbs were tied with a rib-
Some drops of water were poured on their
d they then gave fome money to the pilots.

vas contrary ; the fky and the fea very

Tue 12th, we could not get paft the line.
The currents ran no ‘We now {ee the
polar-ftar no more. We faw a fhip to tle Eaft,

ward.

Tae 13th, we c
peared at night, a

d the line. The fea ap-
¢ covered with phofphorus.
I'he lower deck is ¢ d every Sunday ; the chefts
d hammocks of the crew are brought upon deck,
d then pitch is burnt between decks ; the third
part of the water-cafks were found to be ex mpty, al-
though we had not gone near a third of our voyage.

THe 14th, 15th, and 16th, the winds varied.
It was very hot. We were continually furround-
ed with bonitos, th, porpol and flemith-

c:aps.
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The

of an enormous

caps. Wef
but fometimes ftormy.

weather calm

Tue 17th, 18th, and 1gth, the calms and the
heats continued. lnﬁ p’un 1w]r d from the rig-
ging.  Spleen and soard the
lhlp ’113 not unuf g a whole
month unc the line. I faw a whale going to
the weltw

five or
arp point-
thar (I\.; 1;0.gcniu torbodes

ar laft into the
were to carry
We toock fome bol
irawing one ot t
cach d it by

. Towards ev
with a la
d tunny fith,

the was encompafied
‘We catched benitos

£ THE
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The 26th, we faw frigate
| tunny-fith, bonitos, and 2 whi d
a booby. In the ewve

Tnn, all

being fet, we we

ich Jad us on one fide ures.

p is a bad failor,
ies but aboyt two leagues an hour,

The

the fea ran hi

frefh, c [qualls of
| fame fithes, .‘L’]il a halcyon, wh
call che Bird of Storms*. I fhall referve :
| of my journal for fea-fowl,

I Q‘ll' were car
part of the fhi

he water fo
Ve had very ftorm
wdes,  Saw

cooler.  We
a little to wir
did the 1

h the
lent fquall,

d when the wind is quite fair,

we had frefh winds, and fqualls,




THerE is fcarcely fo difmal
fea, A man becomes pr
in the centre of a circl
he never attains to. r p'd'.nts
interefting fcenes. I do not fpeak of it when tem-
peftuous only. Duri a mlm, and ef]
night in hot climates,
lm of it. I have
luminous poi
hem move about v

‘taken in a gl s fome Uf ﬂ* {
which it is full ; and have fe

s of

heap together ap|
when (l]‘ fhip is und
fi company i
all {parkli

and is fur
1 appears lik
s and filver

yic to {fome 0 7!{’1’\4 at ()"IS u},u n lil [thﬂx
{pecies of fithes found in tf

Tue bonnet-famand, which I believe the Ancients
called palimo-marinus, is a fpecies of animal, formed
of a very glaring fubftance, 1Itis notunlike a cham-
pignon, or mufhroom. Its upp
of contraction and dilatation, by the wi
very flowly. I know no other property of it ;
0 common, that we found the fea covered w
many days. It can change its fhape and colour ;
the tha pe naturally is always the fame. Th ¥y
are found very large upon the coa aft of Normandy.

C 4 THE
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Tuz qrm- is of the fame fubftance, but feems
endued with more mdlmncc and [mlwm lts
body is a kind ladder, mveml '1.
with a tuf i
ter, in the fame ¢ as the wmd When over-
d by a wave, it rifes again quickly, and always
nts the convex fide of its body to the wind. I
have feen many of them together, ranged like a flect
of fhips, There might perhaps, be fome kind of
{ail contrived upon this principle, by means of which
bark might get on, although E[xL wind were contrary.
From the lower part of “The galere, hang fevera
long blue filaments, mth -:h:ch it feizes whatever
attempts to take it 1 nts burn immedi-
ately, like the moft v-r~1eun ca I one day faw a
you ilor who {wam after, sted 1o catch

e of them, burnt on the arm fo terribly, that the
ot ioned his b drowned. The
ere, while alive, is the moft beautiful colours ;
¢ of them are of a and fome of a
rofe-colour. The Jonne found in our
re in thofe near the tropics,

ude of the Azores, I faw a kind of
th, floating and living on the furface of the fea,
fhaped Like the beard of an arrow, or beak of a bud
It 15 fmall, tranfparent, and V(ry ealy to break.
This is perhaps the fame that is found in Amber-
eafe,

In the latit

In the fame muuc‘c we fourd fome fnails, that
ce of the water,
dders flled Their thell was very
d brictle, and flled with a liquor of a beau-

® Or Flemifh Bonnet,

ﬁ’--; Lo A A7 Jos =
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aful purplifh blue colour. This is not however, the
purple fith of the Ancients.

A seecies of fhell-ith much more common, is
that which fticks itfelf to the fides of the fhip, by
means of a ligament, which it fhortens or contracts,
in bad weather. It is white, fhaped like an almond,
pofed our pi::ce:s, It puts out a number
ents, that have a regular motion. The
multiply fo very faft, that the courfe of the fhip s
fenfibly retarded by them.

Tauz flying-fith is very common between the tro-
pics. Itis of the fize of z ring. It flies in a troop
and at one fingle fpring, the ufual flight of a par-
tridge. In the fea, *tis hunted by the fithes, and in
the air by the birds. It’s deftiny feems a very unfor-
tunate one, that in the air the fame danger thould
it, w hich it fled from in the water. But it has
npenfation for the misfortune, for as a filh, it
often Lic.lpLs from the birds, and as a bird from the
s. *Tis in ftorms chiefly, that it is feen fying
from the fregartes and tunnies, which make prodigious
Jeaps in purduit of it,

TuE encornet, makes nearly the e manceuvre
as the flying- A, It has the faculty of black’ning
the water by throwing into it a very black ink, and
it does not fwim altogether fo well ; it is of a conoid
form. Thefe two kKinds of fith Ir(,qmn:ly fall on
board of fhips, and are very fine eating,

Tue tunny-fith of thefe feas differs in tafte from
that of the Mediterranean, It is very dry, and has
no fat but in the eye, It has very little entrails.
Its flefh appears pinched, or comprefied together
by the fkin. Eight mufcles, four large, and four

Jmall,
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on of which

b;c aufe :
ich is made to r
. This ﬂm,ai of tunnies follow

They are eafily known ; a
one, which has a red wound on the
ftruck with a harpoon a fortnig
was not retarded by it.

back, from being
120 : but his courle

a fith exift mlhnur ﬁ"ep, and js fea-water of

a1 ave fomewher
, cured the Duke of C
by ordering it to be ftee

of a v;nm:l in the w
in the waters of Balaru.

W hen eaten frefh, cu[\).dor't thov

to eat it falted—for one
fo, his fkin turned as red as
fever for twenty-

r of bonitos,

Anmone the tunnies we took a m
They are a fore of mackarel,
Ja

of which are as
y were found
which did

forme

SuaArKs are
foon as it is

1 with hlmk
into' the fea, they infta
fhark, who .'n;‘nmcmnn [m prey, turos
and devours ir, he does not
touch
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touch it ; but when prefled by hunger, he fi
every thing, even iron nails,

The fhark is the tyger of the f&;
fome, more than ten feet £ lc ong,
fhort-fig}
fo Of
mouth, that obli

. I have feen
it is very
ed. It fwims vu\' ﬂowl» from the round
head, which joined to ‘the polition of its

zes it to turn upon its fide, in order
to fwallow, pr nber of fithes fi
racity. It has no bones, but cart ke
(wm uf prey, as the fea-dog, the 1]10..'1)\1“, the
Thefe like the ﬂn"k fee but badly,
ﬂow fwimmers, and have their ‘mouths placed quite
beneath, ¢ alfo viviparous.

The jaws of the fhark are armed W five or
rows of teet!
nd fharp
but two rows
pofed in Eu(h a !n.

v _ugr, they fix round the fai
as it is upon the deck,
or wound the l.;li(l‘ﬁ, they cu
This tail_has but one
afe efteem this as an 2
refpeéts, this fith is of no lm]
lu')rnL'Lk and
d feverith. The failors fith
to deftroy it. They put
them, tie two or three together
throw t nto the fea; a fpe
lor. is fo vivacious,

for l|! s
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after the he
drowned ver
the fea, after
their mouth of

eut: off; ‘yet, T feen them
y being plunged feveral times in
ruck by a hook, which keeps

‘We almoft conftantly took upon the a fith
called a Sucking-fith, or Remora, about as big as a
Herring. It has upon the head an oval furface, a |
little concave, with which it fixes icfelf upon any
body, by forming a vacuum, betwee the oval fur-
face and the hm\ to which it adheres in the manner
I have put fome of t alive

s, from which 1 could not
ifh has this fingularicy, c
and gills out of water, i
and its mouth armed |
's of fmall teeth. We often
g-fith, and found the tafte like fried

upon an g
afterwards take them.

that it fwims with the
its fkin is cou
vith feveral 1
eaten I.hL L‘UL.

ing-fith, the Shark
it's fkin an infect, thaped like the
ak that projects a long w

\11"1':1
half of a pea,
t is a kind of loufe,

with a

TuE Powpﬂ' e is a fith well known. 1 have fecn of
one fort, that has the fhout very pointed. The
failors, on account of its fiwi 1., call it the S
arrow. I have feen them go quite round about the
thip, wk mad hour. The
throw a ¢ nts when tak
and feems to complain ; it is a bad filh; it’s fleth is
black, hard, grofs and o

1 .; they fay, is the
t this is the
d b

I nave alfo feen a Dorad:
lighte{t of 'll hnv
Dolphin of the
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Be as it may, we did not experience much of it’s
friendfhip to mankind ; but faw, at a great depth,
the fhining of its golden fins, and it’s back of a beau-
tiful azure.

‘We fometimes faw, at half a league’s diftance,
‘Whales, throwing up their Jdldl.z\\l They are
finaller here than in the North ; and appeared to me,
a far off, like a boat, bottom upw.n'ds.

Sucn are the fpecies of fith I have hitherto feen.
Sharks are feen in 2 calm, and are commonly follow-
ed by the Dorades; the Porpoifes appear when the
wind frethens. The Tunnies have followed us con-
ftantly for fix weeks paft.

Ir this detail has been tirefome to you, confider
what my pleafures muft have been. There are none
for a man, upon an element, h the inhabitants
of which he cannot connect himfelf.

MAY,
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Mo A X 1703,

THE 1ft, ar fun rife,
days before, was in our w
infenfibly 5 at ten in the mor
of us. arked, that vere very old,
that the chefts and Beds of the crew were upon deck,
“hey afked us in Englith, Hbeat cheer 2 1¥bat’s your
i d? Where do you come from? Where are you
Jownd ? We anfwered in Englith, and afked them the
fame g queftions. She came from London, fixty-four
days before s and was bound for Lhm.; She was
pierced for twenty-four guns, and was of about five
hundred tons burthen. She withed us a good voyage,
and continued her way. Saw fome Frigate Birds,
“‘I'unnies, and Bonites,

long fide

Tue 2d and 3d, again faw the Englith fhip,
which the Tunnies follow d; after h.wuw borne us
company fo long. 'We had \mkm fqml s from the
Weit. Thefe \.1|<a!:uns 1 my :\])mmn arife from
the neighbourhood of All Saints J:J.l) 5 and I bel
the currents and leeway fthe made by not anfw
her helm, have carried her nearer to America ® (]hlil
we were aware of,

Tre zth and 5th, the wind was violent and change-
able, We faw a Fouquet, a bird that is black and
grey ; fome ate Birds and Boobies, that were div-
ing to catch fi

Tae 6th and 7th, a good breeze and fine fea; laft
night we had violent fgqualls. We fz rigatg

Birds taking their courfe-to the N,

de la C:
Hun the fhip was
weltward of the Reckoni nings.

that in his Voyage to the C
kantly and confiderably to
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ne 8th and gth. Yefterday the wind was very
violent, and the fca very high. The thip lay on her
fide, and the water came in at the ports. Towards
the evening the wind fell calm, which it commonly
55 when the fun gets in the guarter oppofite
2 great number of land birds and fome gull
figns that we were near land, from whenc “the
dqualls arofe.

Tue 14th, Calm, At nine in the cvening, as I
ftoed ralking in the gallery with the captain, I faw
all the horizon enlightened by a very luminous fire,
running from the Eaft to the North, and thooting

forth red fparks. In the day-time the clouds 1‘topl‘u_
and appe

red like land to the Southward,

we had violent fqualls wich fome thur
the S, E. winds commonly end, b
ymetimes they reach to twenty-eig] f
tude, We now looked for 1 y
which they double the Cape of (suodlldpv

Fuz 17th, 18th, and 19th, th e
alt \.m,mu fu

we perceived a f
the \\dn which always rucmn aw .l from thar
quarter,  Laft night we faw a fecond luminous ap

pearance, and in the afternoon a W
a league and a half from us, They imag
morning, that they faw a fea fowl, called the Mouton
de C ps "or Cape Sheep.+  This bird is found in the
latitudes of the Cape of Goad Hope,

Their wings, w
mes more, and h
iy reafon

é g
=
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OBSERVATIONS on the SKY, WINDS, )
and BIRDS.

THE itars to the Eaftward feem to be more lu-
minous than thofe to weltward, One may diftinguifh
befides the crofs of the fouth, the magellanick Con-
ftellation, which are two white clouds, formed by
multitudes of little ftars. One fide of which are feen
two fpaces more dark than the other parts of the
fky.

In approaching the Line, the twilight decreafes
fo much, that the day is almoft entirely diftinét
trom the nigl It is eafily explained, why the twi-
light increafes with the refraétion of the rays toward
the poles. In thefe regions, fcarcely inhabited, light
is mingled with the darknefs, efpecially in the Aurora
Borealis, which in all places, is the greater, the lefs
the fun is elevated above the horizon. How very
inconvenient would it have been, had the night be-
tween the tropics partaken of day light. The night
feems made for the Blacks of Africa, who wait the
clofe of day, that they may dance and revel : *Tis at
this time, that the wild beafts of thefe parts come to
refrefh themfelves in the rivers, and that the turtles
go on fhore to lay their eggs. Is there not then a
a fenfible heat in the rays of the fun, although refrac-
ted ? The torrid zone would have been uninhabitable,
had there been long twilights.  In other refpedts, the
night in thefe climates is finer than the day. The ri-
fing moon difpels the vapours with which the air is
impregnated, I have fo often made this remark, that
Iam of the failors opinion, who fay that the moon
fwallows up the clouds, On the other hand, can the
Influence
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Tae 8th and gth. Yefterday the wind was very
violent, and the fea very high. * ‘The fhip lay on her
the water came in at th s. Towards
the cvcnmg the wind fell calm, which it commonly
does, when the fun gets in the quarter oppofite ir.
We faw a great number of land bmh and {ome gulis
figns that we were near land, from whence thefe

Ihu L..pmln, I faw
a very luminous fire,
f—':m the M.: to the "\orr.n, and thooting
forth red fparks. In the day-time the clouds ftopped
ppeared like land to the Southward,

Tre 14th, we had violent fqualls swith fome thun-

Here the S, E. winds commonly end,
netimes they reach to twenty-eight (‘;”r‘ s of lati-
We now locked for the weiterly winds, with
which they double the € f Good Hope.

The 15th,
although fo; percerved
the Weft, which always precede a
guarter, Laft night we law a fecond lummom ap-
pearance, and in the afternoon a Whale to the S, W
alf from vs, They imagined in the
ng, that they faw a fea fowl, called the Moutos
deC ap, or Cape Sheep,+ This bird is found in the
lacitudes of the Cape of Good Hope.

Englifh, Albatroffe, Thelr wings, when ex.
ten fear, rmm.—n:, more, 2 d ha

OBSER-




24 VOYAGE o the IsLz oF Frawi
hue, while the reft of the flky is of a moft glorious
blue. ‘The clouds Aoating to-and fro of a clear peart
coloured grey, fometimes difpofed in long ftreaks of
crimfon or fcarlet ; all the tints lively, diftinét, and
bordered with a fringe of gold.

Owe evening the clouds to the weftward, appear-
ed in the fhape of avaft net, like black filk. As
foon as the fun began to pafs behind it, each mafh of
the net looked as if it raifed in a thread of gold. The
gold then changed into flame colour and fearlet
the deeper part of the fky was coloured w
teints of purple, green, and fky blue.

A sTrancE variety of landfcapes are frequently
formed in the fky, in which the moft uncouth higures
prefent themfelves to the imagination.  We in
them, promontories, fteep and rugged rocks, towers,
and villages, over which the light diffufes all the co-
Jours of the prifm. ’Tis to the brilliancy of their
colotrs we mult attribute the beauty of the birds of
and the fhell-Gfh of thefe feas ; but why are
“not s of the fea of thefe countries {o handfome
as ours ? I will referve the examination of this prob-
lem to another article ; and now defcribe to you thofe
I faw flying about our fhip, with the names given
themi by *feafaring people. You may imagine thac
this defeription cannot be a very accurate one.

bird moft commonly met with in all latitudes,
ies of fwallow *, or halcyon, called by the

* Taken for the king’s fifher, or a fpecies of it, Meige’s de-
i ! in his ditionary, differs totally from the
we, ¢ A fea-bird, that lays her eggs on
is a little bigger than a fparrow ; her feathers
with white ; her neck long and fmall r bill
and It is faid when. fhe lays, bethe
it becomes prefently calm, until the young
ht vp, which is the fpace of forty d

Englith

<« purple, mixed
o
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1, the foul-weatber bird, or petrel. Ttisof a
h brown, fkims on the furface of the water,
and in bad weather follows the wake of the thip. It

is probable that why it follows thips at that.time, is
to find a fhelter from the wind ; for the fame reafon
it flics between the two furges in {fkimming the water’s
edge.

As high up as Cape Finifterre we faw fome fea-
the wings of which are bordered with black.
They are about the fize of a duck, and fly, fluttering
their wings, on the furface of the fea. They do not
fly far from land, whither they retire every. evening,

We fidw the frigate-birds fitft in 2 and half deg.
of N. latitude. They were thought to come from
the Ifland of Afcenfion, which is in 8 deg. S. lati-
tude. In form and fize, they are like a ftork, are
black and white, have wings that extend a great way,
d they have a long k., The males have under
their bills, a puff of fkin, round as a ball, and red as
fearler,  This is the lighteft of all fea-birds. It
never refts upon the water, yet is feen three hundred
leagues from land, whither, ’ts affirmed, that it re-
turns every evening to rooft.

The booby is fomething larger, but more com-

It is white, mingled with grey, and dives when
ing its prey, whichis fith, The point of its
beak hooks downwards, and the fides of 1t are full
of litcle fharp points, which affift it in feizing its prey.

‘he frigate-bird is at war with the booby, which is
bettér furnithed with arms, although the former has
more fwiftnefs and cunning, When the booby has
filled its craw with fifh, the frigate atcacks i, and
makes it give up its fpoils, which it receives in the
arr,

D2 Tus
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Tae goelettes, are found in great flocks, de-

pote fhallow water, and that the land is near. §
They are white, and by their flight and {hape may p
be taken for pigeons, e

Tue envergure * is a bird fomething bigger, of the 3
height of a large duck. It is white under the belly, .

and of a greyith brown on the wings and back. It |
takes its name from the great extent of its wings.

Tk dantiers, ate found only near the Cape of Good
Hope.  They are as big as pigeons, have a black
head and tail, a white belly, the back and wings
marked regularly with black and white, like the
checks of a draught-board.

Arrer the damiers we faw the moufon-de-cap ; ’tis
a bird fomething larger than a goofe, has a flefh-co-
loured beak, very extenfive wings, mixed with grey
and white. They are feldom found but in the lati-
tude of the Cape of Good Hope. 1 have feen all thefe
birds at reft upon the water except the frigate-bird
and the envergure, The fight of them is'an indica~
tion of the latitude, when have been many days
without taking an obfervation, or when the currents
have made us lofe way in our longitude. It is to be
wilhed  that able feamen would give the world their
obfervations hercon, Some fpecies do not go far
from the land, and rooft there every night. -Gaeleries
fen out at fea, are figns of fome land, or broken
rocks being near ; but the mancbes-de-velours, or fea-
mews, area certain token of its neighbourhood.

Tasre are. allo fome {pecies of bladed grafs, or
foating alge, which fhould be attended to, Thefe

» Not mentioned in the Encyclopedie 7.

feveral
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feveral notices may be of uft, inftead of amethod which
is not yer difcovered, of determining the longi-
rude. They make an obfervation of the varia-
tion mornlﬁg and evening ; but this is not to, be
depended an. One cannot every day fee the fun
rife and fet ; moreover ation, which is
the declination of the needle, varies from one year
te another under *the fume |

D3 JUNE
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TrE 1ft, the wefterly winds having announced
themfelves, we now hoped we fhould foon double
the Cape.

Tue 2d, the neceffary precautions for this pure
pofe were taken. New cordage was put to the wheel
of the rudder, and fome additicnal ones to the
throuds, for fecuring the mafts, "We bent four ne
fails, The boats, and all tl were moveable
on board, were ftrongly lathed. The wind was very
frelh.,  We faw fome birds, but the frigates no longer
appeared.

t

The 3d, 4th, and rth,—each day the wind was
very frefh, except yeft y when it fubfided a little.
We faw every day a prodigious number of goeleties,
moutons, and damiers, and the Cape reed®, which r
fembles the long trumpet ufed by fhepherds. The
failors make a kind of trumpets of thefe hollow ftalks.
The fea was covered h furf, another fign of our
ing near the Cape. Fifteen men are rendered un-
fit for fervice by the feurvy.

Tuz jth at noon, a bird of the fize of a goofe,
with fhort wings, tawny coloured and brown, a head
like a hen, a fhort rail, fhaped like a leaf of trefoil,
fixed upon our mafts for fome time, By all the
i we ought ‘to find the Cape hereabouts.
v the {ame bir

THe
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Tue 12th, as the fea appeared greenith, we
founded, bur found nc bottom, The wind very
freth, and a great fea.

Tue 13th, we at length came info foundings of
ninety-five fathoms, a mude dy and greenifh bottom:
“This~ rejoiced us Lx:.c:.dmrrly 'lhc great depth
convinced us that we had loft way - to the weftward,
We faw two fhips, one a-ftern, the other over our
ftarboard. cat-head. The icmndmgs afcertain where
we are, buc ipform us, that we have mifreckoned
above two hundred leagues in our journal.

Tue 15th, blew frefh. The veflel a-ftern hoifted
Englifh colours, and foon paffed by us at about
¥ ue and a half o leeward. The other hoifted
and as fhe was before the wind, fhe
lowered her fails in order to join us, bearing up as
the could. Our prain did not thi

ec
- hoifted 'ul hcr Luls and ’huLd in our courfe,

The 17th, it proyed calm. We faw fome whales
and dorades.

Tue 18th in the morning we had a gale of wind,
hat obliged us to remain til] eleven at night mvlu
our mizen, There rofe at thee
a white powder like the duft blown by the wi
1. At feven o’clock we fhipped a fea at the
cabbin windows. At eight OLIOCL it hailed,
d at midnight the weather grew fine,

Tt

22d, the wind very frefh and a rolling feq.
opinion of the Ancients that the weather was
calm during the folitice, was erroneous, I have this
D4 afferncon
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afternoon read an obfervation in Damp
that the fun’s difappearing at about three
noon behind a range of T’l and thick clouds,
fign of a. violent {torm. When I went
the fky difcovered hefe figns defc

Dampier.

Tae 23d, 4t half paft twelve in cHe
fea bezt in four of the five great cabb
though the dead- lmh[: were barred like a St. An-
d’r:vﬂ¢ crofi. The veflel pitched, as if fhe would
have ftood an end in the water. Hu\m" the noife,
1 opened the door of my chat wlr(h was in-
ftantly filled with water and the e that floated
about, The water ran out at the door of the great
cabbin like the of mill ; above thirty hogfheads
of came in by this The carpenters
were called, lights were brought, and new boards
nailed againft the windows as quickly as poflible.
We now ran under a mizen, and the wind ‘and fea
were truly frightful.

Tris diforder was fearcely puc to rights, before
a large cheft that ferved for a table, full of falt'and
bortles of u.m‘n agne, broke its lafhings. The roll-
ing of the thip ‘threw it to and fro like 4 die. ~ Th
enormous box weighed many tons, and threatened us
with being crufhed to pieces in' our rooms. At laft
it burft open, and the bottles rolling about and
breaking, caufed a confufion rhat is inexpreffible.
The carpentets returned, and with the greateft diffi-
culty replaced ‘and faftened it.

THae rolling of the thip not fuffering me to. fleep,
I lay down upon the.bed in my boo o
gown : my dog 'fecmed in the y‘(.ut.t frigh, nm.‘
while T amufed -mntt with ﬁm:
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and heard it thunder, ’*Twas about half paft three
in the morping, In a moment, a fecond clap of thun=
der broke, :mﬁ'7 the dog began to fly about and howl
The light'ning fldfhed : |=mm in an inftant. Thunder
immediately tollowing I heard ’em cry out upon
déck, that Tome fhip was in danger ; in fact the noife
Wwas !1kc the report of a ca nnun fm.'d near us, as it
did not roll at all.  Perceiving a ftrong finell of ful-
phur, T went upon deck, nnd nrmr:‘ha[nly fele it
exceflively cold. g was filent, and the
night fo dark, th nothum I pre-
fently perceived fomebody near me, and aikcd what
was the matter 7 The man nni"wurcd, ¢ They are
ing the v-mafter to his birth ; he has
% fainted 2 away, and fo has the Pilor, The thunder
¢ has fallen upon the fhip, and fhiveréd the main-
« maft.” Indeed, I found the main-top-fafi yard
was fallen upon the main-top.  Neither mat nor
rigging }p:.lruﬁ the crew were all redred to the

upon the fore-caftle. The
he maft. A wo-

the ﬁoor of h' bed ;
trace of the

P.,t 1ence.

At day bre:
very black clou
colour. The w
appeared of a Ham.'”v
rfe in that quarter,
The fea formed monft

ointed mountains, comy
JhJJ]L\. on their fummits were 1

in went upon deck. Some
ud, and others of a copper
“’urL [hL horizoh

ifed fpouts of foam,

*® There is no Council-Chamber in ou

ips, nor do [
know what partis fo called by the Fre i

c'olo'.u'f:d
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coloured like fo many rainbows. They were thrown
fo high, as to appear from the quarter-deck, to be
higher than the tops. The wind made fo much
noife in the rigging, that we could fcarcely hear cach
other fpeak. ~We ran before the wind under a mizen
only. A piece of the top-maft hung from the end
of the main-maft, which was {plic in eight places to
a level with the deck. Five of the iron rings with
which it was bound, were melted. The gangways
were covered with the broken pieces of the top, and
main top-maft. At the rifing of the fun, the wind
alfo rofe with a redoubled inexprefiible fury.
‘The fhip no longer to be guided by the helm, went
which way foever thewind or the wavesdrove her. The
mizen-fail having gibed its br broke {foon after;
the force with which it was continually friking againft
the maft, we feared would have broken the latter by
the board. In an inftant, the forecaftle was under
water., ‘The waves broke oyer the larboard cat-head,
in fo muchy that the bowfprit was not to be feen,
Clouds of furf inundated even gh as the poop,
The thip, by not fteering, prefented her fide to the
waves, and at every roll took in water even to the
foot of the main-maft, and rofe again with the utmoft
difficulty.

Tre Caprain in this moment of danger, called out
to the Pilots to put before the wind ; but the veffel
could not be in the leaft affeéted by the helm. - He
ordered the failors to reef the mizen, which the wind
was carrying away piece-meal ; the poor fellows were
fheltering themfelves under the quarter-deck, fome
crying, others fallen on their knees, and praying. 1
ept along the larboard gangway, griping faft by the
tackling, and was followed by 2 Dominican who was
chaplain of the fhip, 3 or, and by feveral of
men, and we at " the fail, though
above
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above half of it was carried away., They wanted to
have bent a ftay-fail, in order to put before the wind,
but it was torn like a fheet of paper.

‘Wz remained then like a log, rolling about in a
moft frightful manner ; having one tire let go the
I held by, I flid as far as the foot of thé main-
maft, where the water was up to my knees. * In
thort, next to God, we were indebted for our fafety,
to the ftrength of the fhip, and to her havipg thre¢
decks, without which the muft have filled. Thus we
were toffed about till the evening, when the ftorm
abated. The moveable furniture was almoft entirely
topfy-turvy, or broken to pieces : and I more than
once found myfelf upright on my feet upon the wain-
fcot of my cabbin.

Sucn was the tribute that we paid in the ftreights
of Mozambique *. The paffage through which ‘is
more dreaded by feamen, than doubling the Cape of
‘The Officers declared, they never faw
{o great a fea. “All the upper works of the fhip were
fo fhaken by it, that into the joints of the pilafters of
the great cabbin, T put mutton bones, which were
crufhed to pieces by the play of the timbers.

Tue 24th, at four in the morning it fell calm, the
fea was ftill very high. The people worked hard all
day, in bringing the main-yard to its right place, and
in fitting two fifhes to {trengthen the main-maft. The
cffets of the light’ning are not to be defcribed. The

* In this firait the Aurora Frigate, with the EaR-Tndia Supeta
vifors on board, is fuppofed to have been loft. The Portugueze
have'a large { nt at Mozambique, which is ficuated
ifland in 15 deg. S Thetown is populous and well for
and the harbour fafe and comm 7.
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mainmaft is {plit ina zig-zag, five feet of the mafk
immediately under the top, is fplintered, forward,
or towards the head of the fhip; then five feet-on
the afterfide, or towards the ftern, is {plintered; and
fo five feet alternately, the whole length of the maft
to the deck ; fo that the found on the one fide, anfwers
to the fhattered on the other, In thefe cracks I could
not perceive any fmell or blacknefs, the wood being
of it’s ufual colour.

We faw fome Moutons de Cap. The weather
killed the rem of our live ftock, and doubled the
number of men fick of the fcurvy.

Tre 25th, was fpent in belaying and faftening the
two fifhes round the maft; they were two pieces of
timber, forty-five feet long, hollowed out in grooves,
to fit the circumference of the maft, Every man put
his hand to this work, on account of the fickly ftate
of the crew. A Whale pafied us, within piftol fhot,
it was {carcely the length of the long boat.

Tre 26th, middling weather; Te dewm was fung
according to cuftom, to thank God for having pafled
the Cape, and the Straits of Mozambique.

Taz 27th, we completed the maft fo far, that
would carry the main fail- One man died of the
feurvy ; and twenty-one menwere rendered unfit for
¢ by ficknefs,

Tue 2qth, a child of only eight days old died of
the fourvy. There are now twenty-eight failors in
the Lazarette. To make out the watch, we have
been forced to take the domeftick fervants that are
on board, and alfo the paffengers, that are not of the
Great Cal
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wi Taz goth, our uneafinefs ‘was encreafexd, by the
g melancholy condition of the crew. Here the wefterly
| winds are at an end, ‘We keep in a ‘high laticude,

E"‘t that we may have the 8. W. winds which blow con-
f ftantly hereabouts, and endeavour to keep to wind-
n:‘ ward of the ifland of Rodﬂrlgue, 10 ‘make ‘the Ifle
% of France with the greater certainty,

s OBSERVATIONS that might be of ufe for
ik the better Government of Seamen,

i THERE did not feem to me to be a proper
7 fubordination among the officers; the fuperiors are
2 afraid of the intereft of their inferiors, The chief

| part of thefe appointments being obtained by favour,
E;"- 1 do not think that an authority can be eftablifhed
5 among, them as it ought to be; and the evil being
» dependent upon the manners of the perfons concera-
ed, is, in my opinion, without remedy. g

No thip fhould ftay more than three months at fea,
without going into port.  The failors have not water
enough ‘for a longer trip, ‘in thefe ‘hot climates ;
being frequently reduced to half-a-pint a day. Could
not that part of the thip, where the ballaft is pur, be
divided leaden cifterns and filled with freth
water; or could not fome kind of wax or mattic be
found out, with which the cafks might be done over
to prevent the water from corrupting. It is foe-
times {o much tainted, and fo full of worms, as to be
really intolerable,

o
P
i

As for the falt water, chat is rendered frefh by a

; machine, it is not thought wholefome : befides, a
‘great deal of fea-coal muft be taken on board, which
g SR CIDIES
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occupies too much room, and is fubject to take fire §
and the additional dangerous inconvenience of keep-
ing a Furhace burning night and day.*

Tue: feamen are very ill victualled ; their bifcuic
is full of worms; the falt beef; in a fhort time, be-
comes both a difagreeable and unwholefome l'uucl.
Could not pronﬁuns be dreffed and preferved in fat.
The Great Cabbin was ferved with meat fo prepared,
which kept as well as the falted beef.

Waen on ﬂmre the failors will fpend as much il
mioney in a week, as they have been a year in earning:
I fhould think each man-might be provided with
proper cloathing, which they fhould be obliged to
take care of, b) the frequent reviews of its condition
by proper officess.  Such a precaution would' cer-
tainly; in fome degree, prevens their extravagance.
Several other rewulatmns might be thought of, which
properly atrended to by the officers, would tend
much to their cleanlinefs and decent “appearancé.
The major part of thefle poor fellows need aly be
under a tutor.

® Experience has fhewn;, that Dr. Irvin’s method is of grea:
tye 23
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J UL Y, 1768

THE 3d. This evening one of the carpenters
died of the fcurvy; forty people are now ill of it,
and it makes a fenfible proprefs, owing to the ex-
halations from the hold flled with malts, that have
for 2 long time been layng in mud.

Tue gth, one of the failors upon the watch died
luddenly. We have all been very faint and weak to-
day ; fome have had vertigoes and ficknefs at their
{tomachs. 'We are, notwithftanding, more than one
hundred leagues to windward of any known land.

THe tith, fair wind; fixty-lix of thé men are
now fick in their beds; if we fhould remain eight
days longer at fea, we muft infallibly perith,

Tz 12th, fine weather and fea; there are no more
than three foremaft men to each watch; the officers
and paflengers help to work the fhip:

Trz 13th, at half paft eight this morning, land
appeared, 'We are fo caft down, that the news re-
joices no body. Eighty men are now ill with the
diftemper.

Thie 14th, on approaching the land, many of the
prople found themielves fick. 1 felt uneafinefs all over
me, and fweated abundantly. We hoifted the colours
and fired guns for afliftance; but a pilot alone came
on board. ~ He told us of the differences ‘among the
chief people of the ifland, about which, T fuppofe,
he thought us very anxious: on the other hand,
many of the people on board were of opinion, th;t

the
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the complaints and miferies we had laboured under,
would be a matter of great concern to the inhabitants
on fhore.

Wk prefently left to our right, two fmall inhabited
iflands, called Round Ifland, and the Ifle of Serpents :
we next pafied within gun-thot of Coin de Mire, ano-
ther illand on the left. We kept at a good diftance
from the thore, on account of the fhoal, at Paint aux
Cannaniers.

At half paft one, in the afternoon, we entered the
harbour; two hours after, I landed, thanking God
for having delivered me from the dangers and fatigues
of {o dreadful a voyage.

We were at fea four months and twelve days, withs
out touching at any port. According to my journal,
we have failed about three thoufand eight hundred
marine, or four thoufand feven hundred common
leagues : and have loft eleven perfons, including the
three_men carried away by the fea, and one who died
as he was going alhore:

OBSERVATIONS on the SCURV Y.

THE fcurvy is oceafioned by the bad quality of
the air and of the provifi The officers, who
are better fed and better lodged than the failors,
the laft attacked by this di , which affects
even the animals on r as very much
troubled with ir. Tk {olute cure for ir,
but the air of the lan the uie of frefh vegetables,
although there are fome palliatives which may mo-
.Herate it’s gffects ; as the ufe of rice, acid liquors,

y coffee,
S il o O b boss i
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3
iy, coffee, and abftinence from all falted provifions,
Great virtues are attributed to the ufe of turtle, bue
like other prejudices, this is adopted by feamen UPoR L W 4.
fight grounds only. At the Cape of Good Hapey 1w &
where there are no turtles, the fcurvy is cured as it fny
quickly as in the hofpiral ar the Ifle cf_ Frm_mcc, T A
the patient is fed with broths of this animal. On
our arrival, almoft every body ufed this remedy 5 i
but not being fond of turtle, I did noteat of it, but o
of frefh vegetables ; T was well before any of them. . o p . bt
P
The feurvy’s firft {ymptoms is a general laffitude ; £,0= . pi—
the fick perfon withes for reft, is uncaly in his mind, . o, &~?*
and difgulted with every thing; all day long he is «wo obiem
in difquiet, and is only relieved trom it by the night fas a o=
i ed fpots on his breaflt and legs, and ¢« o+ oy
ng ulcers in the gums.  There are frequently
no external fymptoms ; but, if a man gets the {lighte(t
wound imaginable, it is incurable, while at fe ; and
makes the moft rapid progrefs, I myfelf had a very
flight wound at the end of my finger; in three weeks
the fore had taken off the fkin entirely ; and not-
withftanding all the remedies that were applied, ex-
tended itfelf o my hand, A few days after my
landing, it healed of itfelf, Before the fick were
i1 landed, they took care to expofe them for a whole
¥ from the thore, Notwithftanding thefe
precautions, it coft one man his life, who was not able
to bear the change,

ol A

[PR.

I cannor deferibe to you the miferable fituation
We Werc in at our arrival. Figure to yourfelf a thip,
with it’s main maft thactered to pieces by light'ning,
with a waft upon i’ , and firing minute-guns
as fignals of diftre
men, fitting upon deck ; the feuttles all open and
smitting a vapour that infected the air; the forecaftle

E and

s; failors more like fpeétres than
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and poop covered with fick men, expofed there for
the benefit of the fun, and who died even while
I fhall never forget a lad of eighteen
years old, to whom I had promifed fome lemonade
the evening before. T was feeking for him among
- reft, when they fhewed him to me, lying dead in
room.

fpeaking to us.

the cool

T PR T T i I V.

NAUTICAL OBSERVATIONS.

EFORE I give you an account of the Ifle of
France, I fhall add to my journal the obferva-
tions of the moft able feamen upon the voyage we
have made.

RecuLar as the trade winds are in general, they
are, notwithftanding, variable along the coaft, and
in the ncig!hbuu:'!mud of iflands,

A Breeze blows off the land almoft every nigh,
along the fhores of the great continents. This wind
blowing in a different direétion from the fea breeze,
brings the clouds together into one long motionlefs
range, which veflels rarely fail feeing as they ap-
proach the land.

Near the coafts, it is in general, formy, efpe-

cially in the neighbourhod of iflands. The winds
n
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in thefe parts vary much. At the Canaries, the'S.
and S. E. winds blow fometimes for eight days fue-
Ck'!“ V(‘w :\'.

Tre trade winds are firt met with, about twenty-
eight degrees North latitude; but they feldom con-
tinue {0 far as the Line. An experienced feaman has
given me the following account of the ceafing of the
trade winds, which he has with much labour colleét-
ed from more than twp hundred and fifty journals of
this voyage:

In January, between the 6th and 4th degrees of
North latitude.

In February, between the 5th and 2d degrecs,

In March and April, between the 5th and 2d degrees.

In May, between the 6th and 4th deprees,

In June, in the 1oth degree.

In July, in the 12th degree.

In Auguft and Septembcr, between the 14th and 13th
degrees.

And during the months of O&ober, November, and

December, they blow as far as the Line.®

+ Berweew the trade and the general winds, by
which is meant the trade winds fouthward of the
Line, the wind is variable and ftormy. The general
winds extend much farther than the trade; they. reach
as far as twenty-cight degrees fouth. Beyond which

® The fouthern trade wind has been known to blow=faither
north than the Line; and the northern, at other times, .tabs ex-
tended to the fouthward of the Line: but this rarely happens: 7%

t B. Varenius, in his Geographia Generalis, gives a particular
account of the winds, (cap. 20. and 21.) and of the variation of
the needle, fcap. 38.)—and in the appendix prefixed by Sir J/zac
ewton, and Dr.” Furin, to the edition they publithed in 71z,
s obiervations upon t.e

latitude
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Jatitude the winds vary more than in the feas of
Europe ; and the higher the latitude the more violent
they are ; blowing generally from the N. to N. W.3
and from the N. W, to the S. S. W.—when they
get round to the'S. a-calm fucceeds.

Near the Cape of Good Hope, S. E. and E. 8. E
winds are frequently met with. It is a gen
maxim to keep to the windward of the place intended
to be made; yet not too much fo, as the fhip would
make too much leeway. It is beft to crofs the Line
as much to the Eaftward as poffible,

If a thip is in want of provifions, fhe may be bet-
ter fupplied at the Cape de Verd Iflands than at Brafil,
where they are very dear; befides that, the air of the
place is very unwholfome. urtle is catched in
great plenty at the ifland of Triftan &Aconia, but
water is hard to be got, on account of the trees,
iwhich grow in the fea,

It is dangerous to put in at the Cape of Good Hape
from April to September; but the anchorage is per-
fectly fafe at Faffe-bay, which is very little diftant.
If a veflel mifles the Ie of France, it may put in at
Madagafcar, at Port Dauphin, or Bay of Antongil;
but there are dangerous epidemical diftempers, and
hurricanes on that coaft, which laft from O¢tober

till May.

Rerurnive to Europe, there is St. Helena, an
inglifh fettlement; and’ the ifland of Afcenfion,
vhere, however, nothing can be got but turte, In
time of war, the two iflands are commonly cruizing
ftations, all fi the other fide of the Cape
endeavour to make them, in ovder to afcertain their

route.
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Taue charts moft in repute are Monfieur Dtipre’s
failors are alfo much indebted to the learned and
modeft Abbé de Caille. But the geography of thefe
parts is yet very imperfe@, The longitude of the
Canaries, and of the Cape de Verd iflands, is not
well laid down. Between Cape Blanco and Cape
Verd, the chart fays, there are thirty-nine leagues
difference, although there really are not twenty.

A sHoal is fufpected to be at about twenty minutes
South of the Line, and about twenty-three degrees
ten minutes longitude: in 1764, two French fhips
touched the bottom.

Seamen are liable to be led into great errors by
the currents. I am of opinion, that nothing certa
relative to them can be determined upon, ’till a
method is difcovered, of afcertaining the quantity of
a thip’s leeway : even the angle fhe forms with her
Wake, will not lead to a decifion of this matter; be-
caufe the thip and her trace have one caufe, the
thip’s motion,

Tug hardinefs of the navigators, who firft made
thefe voyages, without experience and without charts,
cannot be {ufficiently admired. Thofe of the prefena
day have much more information, and lefs refolution.
Nayigation is become a mere routine. ~ Ships fail at
a particular feafon, make the fame places, and fteer
the fame courfes, It were to be withed, that fome
veffels might be rifked in making difcoveries, that
might affure the fafety of others,

Eg LETTER

Wie por
aboms

mal't L

s



54 VOYAGE fo the IsLe oF Fraxce,

1S D T T R D 1 VI.

|

|

| ‘ HE Ifle of France was difcovered by a Por

| tugueze, of the family of Mafcarenhas, who
called it Jfle de Gerné. Tt was afterwards pofleffed by

f the Dutch, who gave it the name of Mauritius. They

abandoned it in 1712, and {oon er the French,

inhabitants of the Ifle of Bourbon, which is anly forty

leagues diftant, came and fettled themfelves there,

| TuERE are two ports in this ifland ; that on the
| S. E. where the Dutch fettlement was, and where
| remains of their buildings are flill feen, is the prin-
cipal port. It may be entered before the wind 5 bug
1Ml it is difficult to get out of it ; the winds being almeft
ever at S. E.

=
I Tue {maller port, or Port Louis, is to the N
I 11ikd a fhip may go in or out of it, large, before the v
‘ g Tt’s latitude 1s twenty degrees ten minutes S, an
longitude, from the meridian of Paris, fifty-five de-
grees . This is the capital of the ifland, though
firvated in the maft difagreeable part of it. The
town, called alfo the Camp, and which has {carcely
the appearance of a market town, is buile at the
Il bottom of the port, and at the opening of a valley,
il which is about three quarters of a league
I eight hundred or a thoufand yards
valley is formed by a chain of high
| covered with rocks; but without trees or bufhes,
| The fidey of thele ns are covered {ix month
| in the year, with a g herb, which makes the
f L'(llTJ'l[]y
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country appear black, like a colliery. The edge of
the rocks, which form this difimal vale, is bml\(-n
and craggy. The higheft part is at the extremity,
and terminates in a rock, ftanding by itfelf, which
they call the Pouce. This part, however, has a few
trees; and there iffues from ic a rivuler, “which runs
through the town; but the water is not good to
drink.

As for the town or camp, it confifts of wooden
Houfes of one ftory high ; each houfe ftands by ifelf,
and is inclofed in pallifades.: The ftreets are regular
enough, but are neither paved nor planted with
trees. The ground is every where fo covered, and’
as it were {taked with rocks, that there is no ftirring
without danger of breaking one’s neck. The town
is neither walled nor f()mfiul in the leaft, except
that on the left, when looking to the fea, there is
a fort of 1nt,rmrhnwnt of llmu, reaching from the
mountain to the harbour; on this fame fide is Fort-
Blanc, that defends its entrance; on the other fide
is a battery upon the Ile of Tonnelhers.

According, to the meafurement of the Abbé de
Caille, the Ifle of France is ninety thoufand, fix hun-
dred and fixty-eight fathoms in cummﬁ.r«nc:’ it's
greateft diameter 18 thirty-one thoufand, eight hun-
dred and ninety fathoms from N. to 8.5 ‘lmi twenty-
wo thoufand, one hundred and twenty-four from
to W.; its fuperficial content is four hundred
irty-two thoufand, fix hundred and eighty acres,
of one hundred pcrdws the acre; and twenty fe:u
the perch.

Tue N. W. part of the ifland is apparently Tevel,
d the 8. W. covered with ridges of mountains,
from three hundred to three hundred and fifty fathom

E 4 high.,
fec ki i pi s watlcd .
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high. The higheft of all is four hundred and twenty-
Four fathom, and ftands at the mouth of the river
Naire, The moft remarkable, called Pieterboth, is
four hundred and twenty toifes high 5 it is terminated
by an obelifk, which is again covered with a cubical
rock, upon which no perfon has ever yet been. At
a d;fh.mc this pyramid and it’s capital, refemble
the ftatue of a woman,

Taz ifand is watered by above fixty rivulets, fome
of which have. no water in the dry feafon, Lipecmllv !
fince fo much timber has been cut down. The in- 6
terior part of the ifland is full of ponds, and in this i
En‘: it rains nearly all the year round, the clouds B

eing ftopped by the mountaips, and the woads ag f
the top of them. '

I canwor give you a more perfedt account of a i
place in which I am buc juft arrived, I expe& to ]
pafs a few days in the country, and will endeavour
to defcribe to you what relates to the foil of thig
ifland, before I fpeak of it’s inhabitants,

PorT Louis,
Aug. 6, 1768,
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Of the Soil and natural Produ&ions of the Isus of
Frawce.

VERY thing here differs from whar is feen in

Europe, even the herbage of the country. To
begin with thefoil : It is almoft every where of a reddifh
colour, and mixed with veins of iron, which are fre-.
quently found near the furface, in the form of grains,
the fize of a pea. In the drier parts, efpecially near
the town, the ground is very hard. It refembles
pipe-clay, and to make trenches in it, I have fecn
them cut it with axes, as they do lead. As foon as
it rains, it becomes foft and tenacious; notwith-
ftanding they have not yet been able to make it inta

bricks.

Tuere is no real fand in-the foil. That which is
found on the fhore, is compofed of fragments of
madrepores and fhells, which will calcine in the fire.

Tue ground is almoft every where covered with
rocks, from the fize of one’s fift to a ten weight. They.
are full of holes, the bottom of which is in the form
of a lendl.

Many of thefe rocks are formed of. concentrical
aminz, like an onion. Some of them are in large
mafles, that adhere together. Others feem as if they
had Been broken, and were again joined together.
The ifland is in'a manner paved with thefe rocks,
and the mountains are formed. entirely of thefe ftrata,
which are oblique to the herizon, although parallcl

0
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1o each ather. They are of an iron grey colour, vi-
trify in the fire, and contain a great deal of iron ore.
I faw at the foundry, {fome grains of beautiful copper
2nd lead, that were taken from fome of the fiffures
in the rocks, but in a very fmall quantity. Expe-
riments of this nature afford no encouragement here,
The mineral appears to be too much difperfed. In
the broken pieces of thefe ftones, there are little ca-
viries criftalized, fome of which contain a down *,
thar is white and very fine.

1 xxow only of three fpecics of herbs or gramen,
that are natural to the foil,

Arovxc the fea-fhore is found a fort of turf, that
grows in beds, very thick and elaftic. Its leaf is
very fmall, and fo fharp pointed, as to prick through
one'’s clothes, The cattle will not touch it.

Tu the hotteft part of the ifland, the paftures are
of a kind of dog’s grafs, which fpreads much upon
the ground, and puts ouc little branches from the
joints, ‘This herb is very hard. The oxen like it
very well, if not too dry.

Tue beft herb grows in the airy and windward fide
of the ifl; >Tfs a gramen, with large leaves, and
s green and tender all the year,

Tre other fpecies of herbs and fhrubs that are
known, are, a plant that yi ds for fruit, a hufk fil-
Jed with a kind of ik, of whi¢h an-advantageous ufe
might be made,

A xixp of afparagus, prickly, and that grows
aboye twelve feet high, round the trees, as the bram-

# Probably a fpecies of the Afbeftos. Fa
3 ble

(R v
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i
. ble or briar. It is not yet known whether this is
" good to eat.
mA A kind of mallow fhrub with fmall leaves, that
i grows in the paths, and fides of the roads. There
ln is afo a kind of thiftle with yellow flowers, the
= feeds of which kill the birds that eat them; and a
¥ plant that is like the lilly, bearing long leaves.
L [t grows in marfhy ground, and has a flower of a
grateful fmell.
i Uron walls, and by the fides of the roads I found
fome tufts of a plant, whofe flower refembles the
f plain red July-flower; It has a bad fmell, and this
tf“,‘" [ingui.lr property, that only one flower Aourifhes up-
i on each branch at one time, -
Acr the foot of the neighbouring mountains, there
grows a fweet balil, the {mell of it is like that of a
o July-flower,  Its ftalk is ligneous. It is of a healing
P qualicy. ;
the
il Tur Raguettes, of which they here make very ho- s
dangerous hedges, bear a yellow flower, marbled ralle: 4
with red, This plant is ftuck full of very fharp v#e=<«*
1 prickles, that grow upon the leaves ; and alfo upon el
‘o the fruit. The leaves are very thick, The fruitis °
never ufed, and is of a four taite,
dec -
£ * Tue Veloutier grows upon the fand on the fea- 1K
ki fhore, Its branches have a down upon them, like
1] that of velvet. The leaves are entirely covered with

glittering filaments. It bears Aowers in. clufters,
This fhrub exhales an odour, that at a diftance is
agreeable, lefs fo when you draw near, and whep
quite clofe is perfedly loathfome,

Lo e TaiRg
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Taere is 2 kind of plant, half bramble, half fhrub,

that produces in pods, briftled with prickles, a fort

I of nut, very fmooth and hard, of a pearl colour
grey, and the fize of a mufquet-ball.  Its kernel is
very bitter, Thefe nuts are good for the venereal

difeafe,

Tn the parts of the ifland that are cleared, there
grows a great number of a kind of fhrub, that has
Jarge leaves, in tht fhape of a heart. Its fmell is
| fweet enough, and like that of balm, whofe name ic
I bears. I -know of no ufe made uf it, except in
| baths,

Anorazr plant equally ufelefs, is the falfe potatoe,
which grows twining along the h: fide. It fpreads
on the ground ilke (li(. fﬁfw Its flowers are red,
and Jike a bell, = It thrives in the fand,

o Upox the borders of the woods is found a ligneous
| herb called, Pannier-grafs *. They hav .1ttunptnd
to make thread and cloth of it, which is not bad,
¥ts Jeaves are fmall, Taken in barley-water, they
are good for complaints in the breaft.

THERE is 2 great v.mnry of ‘fthrubs all comprized
under the general name of - mee( fome of which are
as thick ‘as aman’s d grow round the trees,
making the trunks look Ik matt furnifhed with ng-
ging. They, i‘“m.u, fupport the trees againft the
hurricanes, of whele violé
proofs. “When they fell d
cut about two hundred trees near the r -
main upright till the Zanses, which hold them, are
eut down alfo, When this is done, one whole part
of -the foreft feems rto fall at once, making a mof}

* Hese a pannier. 7. * A Rattan, o Supple Jack. T

herrid
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horrid crath. Cords are made of their bark, ftronger
than of hemp.

There are many fhrubs which bear a flower like
that of the box-tree.

A prickLy and {pungy fhrub, with a red flower,
hoop, and fcolloped.  Tts leaf is large and round.
he fithermen ufe the ftalk of it (which 15 very light)
inftead of cork.

Axorner fhrub
ed, + bais-de-denm

h is a very pretty one, call-
Its leaf is icoHoped at the

edge, like that of the afh, and its branches ornament-
ed h fmall red feeds,

Berore 1 proceed, you will obferve, that T know
noth be things as I fee them s

il rely upon my opinion, I declare tp
k every thing inferior to the produc-

but

ows do not produce a fingle flower, butr

rely covered with fmall ftones, and overgrown
with an herb as ‘hard, and as tough as hemp. No
plant bears flov of a pleafant imell, nor is any
fhrub in the Ifland to be compared to our whire
thorn. The liannes have not the fragrancy of the
honeyfuckle or ivy., Not one violet in all the woods.
As to the t they have large whitifh trunks, ‘thac
> bare, except a_little kind of nofegay of leaves of
a dull green. I will defcribe them in my next letrer.

Port-Lours, IsLe-oF-France, Sepf. 15th, 1768,

t Lady’s Wood.




OME days ago I perceived a large rie€ in the

middle of fome rocks, and
ting a piece with my knife, was furprized at the whole
blade entering without my ufing the leaft force. It | ;
was of a fubftance lik 1m|mp, antl of a very di
able tafte ; for fon
fwallow any part of
ed, and felt as if pr
sapow, and is looked upon as poifonous,

THe trees of this country take their names in ge-
neral, from the fancy or caprice of the inhabitants.

THE bois-de-canelle, which is not like the real cin-
namon-tree, is one of the largeft in the ifland. 1t is
the beft I have feen for joiner’s work, and refembles
walnut-tree, both in colour and veins, When it is
worked green, it fmells like human excrement, and
like the bloffoms of the real cinnamon, This is the
only refemblance I could perceive between them.
The feed of it is inveloped in a red fkin, which has
an acid, yet not a difagreeable tafte,

The ftinking-wood, defe
horrid fmell, is very good for ¢

TrE iron-wood, its trunk
roots, and fhoots up in a kind of
fo many boards. It tu

VOYAGE to thé Iste or Franor.
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eing defirous of cut-

oree-
ours after, Jlthouwh I did not
) my throat was much
ed by pins, This tree is nlk.i

ni

vedly fo called from its

penter’s ufe. |

ns blended with the
ribs or fpars, like
¢ edge of the axe that

THE
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Tuz ebony-wood ; its leaves are large, the lower
fide white, the upper of a dingy green. The center
only of this tree is black, the fap and the bark being
white, In a trunk, from which may be cut a timber
fix inches fquare, there is frequently no more of real
cbony, than two inches fquare. ~ This wood, .if
worked while green, fmells like human excrement,
and its flowers like the July-flower ; the very reverfe
of the cinnamon, whofe flowers are ftinking, and the
wood and bark of a pleafant fimell, The ebony bears
a fruic like a medlar, full of vifcous j , that is
fiveet and pleafant tafted.

Tuere is another fort of ebony here, veined with
bla

Tae citron-tree bears fruit in cool and damp places
only ; the citrons fimall, but full of juice.

Tue orange-tree alfo thrives in a foil of this kind,
its fruit is bitter and fharp-tafted. Many of them
grow in the ne hbourhood of the Great-Port
doubt if thefe two fpecies are natural to
The f{weet orange is very rare, cven in garde

Trere is found here, but rarely,
Jandal-wood. Somebody gave me a piece of it, which
was of a greyith white. It had a faint fmell.

Tuz vacsa, is a kind of fmall
leaves grow {pirally round the trun
mats and bags of them,

tree, whofe
they make

THE latanier, is a large kind of palm-tr
at the top, one leaf only, in the fhape of a
which they cover their houfes.
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THE palm-tree rifes in the foreft above all the athes
trees. It bears at the head a clufter of palms, whence
there iffues a thoot, which is all this tree affords fit to
be eaten; and to get at this, the tree muft be cur
down. This fhoot, which they call the cabbage, is
formed of young leaves, rolled on¢ over the other,
very tender, and of a very pleafant tafte,

The manglier, or mangreve®, grows entirely in the
fa. Its roots and branches creep along, and. inter-
weave themfelves in the fand, fo that it is unpr)ﬂlbln.
to pull them up. Its wood is red, and ftains of 1
ugly colour.

I Toox notice that the greater part of thefe trees
have but a very thin bark, fome of them even have
nothing but a fort of {kin over , differing wide
from the trees in the North, which nature Thas fu
nifhed with a VJFJLE} of coats, to protect them from
the cold. Mot of them have their roots upon the
furface of the urth, and twilt round the rocks as
they fhoot up, They are but fhort ; their heads lit-
tle, furnithed with leaves, and are very heavy ; which
with the lianues that grow round them, is their only
{fupport againft the hunuanm which Wmlid clfe pre-
fently tear up the firs and chefnuts,

As to the ufes they are fit for, none can compare
for durability and folidity to the oak, to the cIm for
pliancy, to the fir for the lightnefs and length of its
timber, or to the chelnut for its ufefulnefs in general.
Their foliage has the fame difagreeable quality as is

=)

* The mangrove is alfo called paletuvier 5 its wood is very
proper for building, and of its Inm the people in fome parc of
she Eait-Indies make clothes. The :hph.-n:s are extremely fond
of the young leaves of this uee, and eat them with avidity. 7.
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mon to every tree, whofe leaves laft the year round,
being hard, and of an ugly dark green. Their wood
is h(a.\'y, britele, and ealily rots. Thofethat in other
refpects are fic for cabinet-work, foon turn black,
when expofed to the air, which gives their fumunm
a very difagreeable look.

Avoxc the mmrms. uf [lu, uvulnts which fow

through the woods, 3 rctlutﬂ
degmabm. Th wers run through the mid( of
the rocks; i one p.lrt gliding a.long in filence,—

in another, falling pru..pmlx.lv from a height, with
a confufed and murmuring noife. The borders of
thefe ravines are covered with trees, from which hang
large bunches of *Scolopendria, and Liannes, which
falling down,’ are fufpended by their own twi
The ground 'llJ ut then is rugged, with great p:cr
ces of black rock, overgrown with mol’s and maiden-
hair.  Large trunks over thrown by the hand of time,
lay, covered with fungus, waved with various co-
lours.

Frax grows here in infinite variety. Some, like
leaves lmmatu.l from the ftem, inLJl]dLI‘ among the
ftones, and draw their fubftance from the rock it-
felf. (Jthcrs fprmg up like a” tree of mofs, and
mble a plume of filken he commor
¢ the fize here, that it is in Europe.
ln lieu of the groves, and reeds, which fo beauti-
ly variegate the borders of our rivers, along the
fides of thefe torrents, grow a kind of water- l]lll\.S

jore, OF barrra».gug, a medicinal herb, Pli~y fays, it
was called in his ime Scoiopendria, lingua cerviva, orAjplen-e. There
is a bih, and alfo an infedt, catled Scolopendria, both of which were
5 wcicnts milligeda, and  the Iralians now call them

E in
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in great abundance, with very large leaves, in the
form of a heart. They are called Semges. It will
float upon the water without being wet, and the
drops of rain amafs together upon it, like globules
of fhining filver. Its root is an onion, of a malig-
ack, and

nant quality. *Tis diftinguifhed into the bl

the w

Nzver were thefe favage defarts enlivened by the
fongs of birds, nor have they ever feen reluctant
maid with downcaft eye, and lift’ning ear attend to
the fond lover's tale. The ear is fometimes grated by
the croaking of the perroquets, or pierced by the
fhrill ery of fome malicious monkey,

Yer, notwithitanding the barrennefs of the foil,
even thefe rocks might be habitable, if the Euro-
it hither more and greater

peans had not broug
evils, than Nat elf, has heaped upon it.
8, 1768.

The Po;
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Of the Animars natural to the IsLE oF
France.

4 ! \HE Monkey of Madagafiar, called Maki, does
not in the leafl ble thofe of this Ifland ;
nor the Baboons of the Cape of Good-Hope.

Tre Monkey of the Ifle of France, is of 4 mid-
dling fize. It is of a reddifh grey mﬂ and has a
long tail. This animal is fond of focn::y I have
feen them in-troops of fixty at a time. They fre-
quently come in droves, and pillage the houfes.
Scouts are placed on the tops of trees, and the points
of the rocks, who as foon as they hL any dogs or
hunters approach, cry out, to alarm the others, who
immediately decamp. They will climb up the ﬂt'ep-
eft mountain, and reft upon the flighteft edge of a
precipice, where no other quadraped of its fize dare
venture, ‘Thus Nature, which has covered even the
holes of the rocks with ﬂ”r“'l-'!L has alfo created Be-
1ngs to enjoy the benefit of it.

Tux Rat feems a native of this ifland. There are
15 of them 5 and it is faid, that the
d by the Dutch, becaufe of this
In fome houles they are fo numerous, thas

Fa 0,00u
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20000 * are killed in a year. They make large
hoards under ground, both of corn and of fruits,
and climb up to the tops of the trees to eat the young,
birds. They will pierce the very thickeft rafters.
One may fee them at fun-fet, running about in
parts, and in one night they will deftroy an entire
crop. 1 have feen a field of maize, in which they
have not left one fingle ear. They are exaétly like
the rats of Europe, and have, very poflibly, come
from thence in fhips.

Mics are very common here; the haveck they
make is incredible.

It is faid, that there were formerly a great many
Flamingos 3 this is a large and beautiful fea-fowl, of
a rofe-colour ; they fay alfo, that three of them yet
remain, but I never faw them.

Many Corbigeaux- fly about, and are recki

belt game che ifland produces ; but are difficult to
fhoot.

] £ are Paillencus of two forts, the one of
white, like filver, the other having the beak, claws,

>
and the tail red. Although this is a fea-bird, i
builds its neft in the woods. Its name is not at all
Tlhie Englifh more

told by a Gentleman, apon w
upon his retarn from the Havanna
ant
deflroy a cigl
lenoth fmoked between decks, in o

had the defired effect, and fix hampers were
sime with the rags killed by this means. 7.

n i

properly

&
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groperly call it the Tropic Bird. It keeps near the
fea, and is not intimidated at the fight of man.

TurrLes ufed frequently to be found on the fhore,
but now rarely. Their flefh is like beef ; the fat
green, and well tafted,

1 1ave feen many forts of Parrats, but none very
handfome. There is a fpecies of green Perroguets,
with a grey head. They are as large as {parrows.
It is impoffible to tame them, Theie alfo are ene-
smies to the harveft, but they are very good to eat.

In the woods are found black-birds, which when
called to by a fportfman, will come to the end of his
gun, This is 2 kind of game much in requeft.

THERE is a pigeon called the Dutch-Pigeon, of a
moft magnificent plumage ; and another fort, which
although, of a yery pleafant tafte, are fo dangerous,
that thofe who eat them are thrown into convulfions.

Two forts of Bats are found here ; one like ours,
the other as big as a fmall cat, very fat; and is eaten
by the inhabitants as a rariy.

Taere is a fpecious of fparrow-hawk, called the
Chicken-eater 5 it is alfo faid to eat grafshoppers,

Tue fea-fide is full of holes, in which lodge'a
great number of Toulourenx, they are a kind of am-
phibious crab, and malke burroughs under ground
like moles, They run very faft ; and if you attempt
to catch them, they fnap their claws, and prefent
their points, by way of menace,

E 2
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Awnorazr amphibious and very extraordinary crea-
ture, is the Bermard L'Hermite, a kind of lobiter,
whofe hinder part is not provided with a fhell; buc
it inftin@ivly lodges icfelf in empty fhells, which it
finds upon the fhore. One may fec them run along
1n great numbers, each with its houfe after it, which
it abandons for a larger when its growth makes it
neceffary.

Te moift deftrudtive infests on this ifland, are the
grafshoppers. 1 have feen them light upon a field,
like a fall of fnow, and lay upon the ground {feveral
inches They will eat up the verdure in the
courfe of one night. This is the moft dreaded enc-
my of agriculture,

Turre are many forts of fnails, and a large but-
terfly, which has upon its body the fgure of a Death’s
Head. It is called Hai §, and flies about chiefly in
rooms, It is faid that the down of its wings will
blind thofe whofe eyes it touches.

The houfes are full of ants, which deftroy provi-
fions of every kind. The pantries are not {afe from
their ravages, except they ftand in water. Numbers
of them killed by an infect called a Formicaleo.

T § Centpieds, or Centipedes, are frequently found
in damp places. This infeét feems deftined to drive
mankind from the unwholefome air they breed in. Its
fting is very painful. My dog was bit by one of
them, which was more than fix inches long; the

1 Odicus or Hatefil ; fo.ca , the Aothor fays, from the fear

uppofe to be the infe Loy endria, belorementi-

wound
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wound turned to 2 kind of ulcer, and was'three™”
weeks in healing. - I was highly pleafed with feeing
one of them carried off by a vait unmber of ants 5
they had feized it by all its legs, and bore it along
as workmen do a large piece of timber,

Tue yellow walp with black rings upon the body.
is not lefs formidable for its fting, than the fcorpion,
which is very common here. It builds in trees, and
even in houfes, its hive is of a fubftance like pape
There was one of them in my chamber ; but I foon
grew weary of fo dangerous a gueft,

The wafp called Magonnel, or the Mafen, builds
itfelf a neft of earth, which one would think, was
the work of a fwallow, were any in the ifland. It
lodges in rooms that are not frequented, and chiefly
in the locks, which are filled with its labours.

Owe frequently finds in the gardens, leaves of the
fize of a fixpence ; this-is the work of the wa
who fhape with their teeth thefe circular piece
a nicety and readinefs truly admirable. They carry
them into their nefts; and having rolled them into
the fhape of a horn, depofit their eggs in them.

TuerE is a fpecies of infect like an ant, which is
not lefs induftrious with regard to their habitations.
They make great havock among the trees and timber,
the wood, of which they reduce to a powder; with
this duft they conftruét little caverns ot about an inch
broad, under which they live ; thefe caverns or pipes,
are black, and will fometimes run over the timber of
@ whole houfe. They will penetrate th
or furniture in one night. 1 found r

F oy
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ten With gadlick. They call thefe infets Carias
Many houfes are guite ruined by them.

Tuere are three fpecies of Cancre'as, the
all the Scaraboca. One of them is fatand gr
moft common one is of the fize of a cockchafer, of a
reddifh brown. Itattacksfurniture, efpecially beok
and papers, and in the office
and kitchens, T much pLﬂt
with them ; cfpc(uhy in wet weather,

It has for an antagonift,
green fly, very gawdy a
Lancrelas is mer with,
COmeEs .'l'LO;LOTlAL’Ih

a'fpecies.of
y nimble.

it in, depofits an egg in its body, -and then leaves it.
This touch, which fome ook upon a-charm,
the ftroke of the fting, the effedt of which is inftan-
taneous, this infedt being ‘elfe hard to kill.

= trunks of trees there is fovnd a large worm
with paws, that picks the trees, they call it Momtac,

“he blacks, and ‘even the wlmc people-eat them
greedily. Pliny obferves, that they were farved up
at the moft capital tables in Rome, and were fattened
with meal for that purpofe. T hat found in the oak-
tree was in the higheft eftimation 4 and was called ¢o/-
Jus.  Thus have abundance and fearcity combined in
the fame tafte ; and like all other éxtremes, ap-
proached very neur to each other.

Trere are lady-birds on the fides of the rivulets,
of ia fine violet ‘colour, with a head like a ruby,
This infe€t is carnivorous. I have feen it carrying
a beautiful butterfly through the air.

Tue

——
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Txe apartments are, at certain feafons, filled
with moths, or {mall butterflics, that come and
finge themielves in the candle. They are fo nu-
merous, that the candles are frequently obliged to
be put into cylinders of glafs. They draw into the
houfes g very handfome fmall lizard, about a fin-
ger's length, TIts eyes are lively ; it cimbs along
the ‘walls, and even along the glafs, lives upen flies
and nther mi’e&s, and watches with great patience
for an opportunity of catching them, It lays eggs
that are fmall and round like peas, having a white
and yellow fhell, as the egps of pullets. I hive
feen fome of (hdr lizards fo tame, that they would
come and take fugar out of a pcri'ons hand. Far
from being m1ﬁ:luwous they are on the contrary,
very hiunl Some y beautiful ones are to be
feen in the woods, of an azure, and changeable
green, marked with crimfon on thc back, like Ara-

. ‘;umL of them have bellies as
a nut, t!) large paws, covered with hair,
Their webs are fo ftrong, that even {mall birds are
catched in them. They are of ufe, in deftroying
the walps, {corpions, and centipedes. There is a
little white loufe, that harbours in fruit-trees, and
dfl"[rcys thgm and a bug, whofe bite is more dan-
gerous than that of the f.orplo'l, and is fucceeded by a
tumour as big as a pigeon’s egg, which continues
for four or five days.

&8
ok

You will abferve, that the temperature nf this
climate, fo tempting to the in
1s fo f.x\’()ur,l‘!t to the prop
in a fhort time, the fruits wo
them, and the ifland itfe

tion of mﬁé B
uld be

be
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but the fruits of thefe meridional countries, arc
clothed with a thick rind, and afterwards with a
kin, a very hard fhell, or an aromatic bark, like
the orange or citron, infomuch that the flies can
introduce their worms into very few of them only.
Many of thefe noxious animals are at perpetual
war with each other, as the fcorpion and the centi-
pied. The Formicaleos lays {nares for the Ant; the
green fly pierces the Cancrelas 3 the Lizard hunts
the Butterfiy; the Spiders fpread nets for every infect
that flies ; and the hurricane which rages once a
year, annihilates at once a great part, both of the
preys and of the devourers.

Porr-Louis, Dec. 7, 1768,
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ts_productions, you will then know,at leaft as
much as the firft Portugueze that landed in this
ifland. IfI can add to this a metereological journal,
you will by degrees be acquainted with the whole na-
tural hiftory of this country; from hence we fhall
go on and treat of the inhabitants, and of the courfe
they have taken for the improvement of their country,
where, as in every other part of the world, good and
evil are mingled together. Plutarch would have us
deduce harmony from thefe contrarieties ; but though
good inftruments, arc very common, good Mufici-
ans; are found but rarely.

WhaLes are often feen to windward of this ifland,
elpecially about September, the time of their coup-
ling. Ihave feen many this feafon, that kept them-
felves upright in the water, and came very near the
coaft. They are fmaller than the northern ones,
There is no whale fithery, but the Negroes are not
unacquainted with the method of harpooning them, *
Sea Cows are fometimes catched here; Thave eaten of
them, their fethis like beef; I never faw any of this fith.

Tue VieiLie, is a blackith fith, and in
tafte a good deal like the cod fith.  One ext

* Whales are in fach plenty upon the equally foathern conft of
B-azil, th conilitute the greateft part of the food of ths
Negroes, to the Planters near the fea: e been
informed by a eral years in that coun
henes,
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circumftance, is, that the fith on the windward-fide
of theifland is never unwholfome. Thofe then that
attribute this poifonous quality ro the Madrepores
are miftaken ; the ifland being on all fides furronnded
by banks of coral, I fhould rather think it occalfi-
oned by fome venomous tree falling into the water,
ich conjecture is the more probable ; becaufe at one
feafon,only, fome particular fpecies of gluttonous fith
are fubjettothis inconveniency. Moreover that fpecies
of Pigeon whofe fleth occalions convulfions in the
eaters of i, proves that the poifon is in the ifland
icfelf,

Among the fifh to be fulpected are a number of
white ones, with & large belly, and a great head,
fuch as the Captain and the Carapgue. ~ Thefe two
forts are of an indifferent tafte. Thofe that have
their mouths paved, that is to fay, a rugged bone in
their palates are thought to be never dangerous.

In general, the fmaller the fith, the greater the
danger,

The Watcr-pullet, a fort of Turbot, is the beft
of all the fith catched here,—the fat is green.

PrrroqueTs, that are not only green, but have
yellow heads, white and crooked beaks, andgoina
body like the birds of that name.

The Hoc-Fisn, is fmall and oddly fhap
head s like a pil\:c, upon its back are feven po
long as its body, the prick of them is very veno-
mous ; they are united by a membrane the “Lnn
of a bat; 1t is ftreaked with brown ftri
At th muzzle, exadtly as thofe of t
The fifh is {quare like a trunk, end

which
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which name it bears, is armed with two horns like a
bull ; there are many fpecies of them: they never
grow large.

The Eeris tough, they are of the conger fort,
fome of them are feven or eight feet long, and: as
thick as 2 mans leg. They harbour in the creeks of
the rivers, and fometimes devour thofe who are ime
prudent enough to bathe there.

There are Lozsters or Crav-Fisw of a pro-
digious fize, their paws are not large, they are blue,
marbled with black, I have feen here a fpecies of
lobfter that is finaller and of a beautiful form ; it
was of a fky-blue; it had two little claws, divided
into two artculations, like a knife with the blade
fhutting into the handle,

There isa great variety of Crams. The follow-
ing feemed to be moft worthy of notice.

A fort thatis rugged witl tubercules and points
like a madrepore’; another that has upon its back
the impreflion of five feals; another with fomething
in the {hape of a horfe-fhoe at the end of its claws;
afort covered with hair, that has no claws, and that
adheres tothe fidesoffhips; a crabmarbled with grey,
the fhell of which though fmooth and polifhed is very
uneven, Many irregular and ftrange figures are ob-
fervable among thele, which are notwithftanding
perfectly alike upon each crab; that with its eyes at
the end of two long tubes like telefcopes, which
when it is not ufing them, it depofits in grooves along
the fide of its fhell.

A Crab with red claws, one much larger than the
other; afmall crab with a thell thrice as big as itfelf,
in which it is covered over as by a buckler, fo that
its claws cannot be feen when it walks,

In
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In many places along fhore and fome feet undef
water are found a mulritude of large Bowdins de Me-,
red and black. In taking them out tof the water rh:y
emic a white and thick flime; that immediately
chariges into a number of fmall and glutinous threads.
1 believe this animal to be an enemy of the crab fpe-
cies, amongft which it is to be always met with, Its
vicious glear is very fit to entangle their claws, which
otherwife could have no hold upon its elaftic hide,
and cylindrical form. The feamen give it a very
grofs appellarion which I will render in latin mentulz
monachi. The Chiriefe Hold it in high efteem, looking
upon it as a powerful aphrodifiac.

I think I may rank among the fhell-fith a fhapelefs
Mafs, foft and membranous, in the middle of which
is one fingle flat bone that is a little arched.  In thefe
fpecies the ufual order feems to be reverfed, the ani-
mal is on the outfide of the fhell.

-

Tt is thought a great fingularity, that all univalves
of which there are many, are turned from left to
right, ‘in looking at the fhell when lying on its
mnuth and the point towards ones-felf : ther ry
few exceptions to this rule, What law can have
determined them to begin their volute on the fame
fide? Is i the fame that has caufed the fun to turn
from Weft to Eaft ? In this cafe the fun may in fome
degree be the caufe, as it is of their colours, which
are the more beautiful the nearer to the line
There is much ingenuity and variety in the hinges
of ithell-fith, and our artifts might improve by at-
tending to the conftruction of them.

5

‘The OysTEr called the Tulier is- common here,
and is of the fame fort as thofe that are-ufed as holy
water
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Swater pots in the church of St. Sulpice, at Paris;
and is perhaps the largeft fhell which the fea produ-
ces : fome of them are found at the Maldivia Iflands,
which are not to be drawn by two oxen without dif.
feuley. It is rather extraordinary that this oyfter is
found in Normandy as a foflil, upon which coaft |
have feen it.

Apparently, fhell-fith do not live peacebly toge-
ther, any more than other animals do. Many of
them are found broken to pieces on the fhore; thofe
that are taken whole are always pierced. 1 too have
feen a fnail armed with a pointed tooth, with which
it picreed the fhells of muicles: twas brought from
the Streights of Magellan.

The Tste of France is furrounded with Madre-
pores, a kind of vegetation of ftone formed like a
planc or fhrub.  They are fo very numerous that the
rocks feem formed of them only.

Among thofe that adorn and diverfify the bed of
the fea and adhere to it by their roots, are, the colly-
flower ; the cabbage, whofe appearance is very like
that plant; it is of the large fort, as well as another
madrepore, the ftages of which grow fpirally ; it is
very brittle ; another that by the high fhooting of its
head and the robuftnefs of its branches, refembles 2
trec; a very beautiful fpecies, which I called the
theaf'; it feems formed of feveral bunches of ears of
corn; the pencilor pink,—at the center of each o-
pening, there is a lictle piece that is green.

A pravTirur. MapreroRE, growing in the form
of an ifland with its thores and Mountains ; another,
like an. icicle; another, the leaves of which are di.
gitated like a hand : the ftag-wood, with horns very

detached
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detached and: brittle : the bechive, a large fhapelels
mafs, the whole furface of which is full of regular
holes; the pale bluecoral, which is rare,—within, it is
of a deeper bluc; the jointed coral, black andwhite,
containing a fmall piece of red coral which has not
yet been feen here ; vegetations of coral, blue, white,
yellow and red, fo brittle; and fo much pierced that
one cannot fend any of it to Europe.

VOYAGE fo the Isik oF FrAncE:

Amono the Litophites ; a plant like a long ftraw
without leaves, buds or buttons ; a vegetation like a
foreft of trees ; their roots are very much interwoven,
and have each a {mall nofegay of flowers; the fub-
ftance of this Litophite is of the nature of wood, and
burns like it in the fire; it is notwichftanding claffed
among the Madrepores:

I mavs feen three forts of fea {tar-wort, but no:
thing remarkable in either. Formerly ambergreafe
was found upon the coaft; (there is even a lirdle
illand to ‘windward called by that name). It is fome-
times brought from Madagafcar.

Fr isnot how doubted but that the Madrepores are
the work of an infinity of fmall animals, altho’ they
have a perfeét refemblance of plants; T was pleafed
to be experimentally convinced of this, it being des
lightful to- me to look upon the Univerfe as peopled
Befides I conceive fo regular a work ean only be
ried on by fome agent endewed intell ¥
a love of order. Thefe vegetations refemble ours fo
much, the component matter apart, that I am even
nuch induced to believe our vegetables alfo to be *
produétions of the labour of a multitude of living
animals combined together for that purpofe. I had
much rather look upon a tree as a republick, than as
a machine without life. and aftuated by I know not

® Seelewer 29 where this fubjeft is difcufled.

what

m
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what laws of Hydraulics. I could fupport this o-
pinion by many curious obfervations, for which I
may perhaps fometime hence have leifure. Thefe
refearches may be ufeful, but when not employed to
a good purpofe, do but divert our attention from the
morelaudable purfuits onwhich it fhould be employed,
and habituate it to fix upon any thing trifling that
prefents itfelf,  Our hiftories are frequently made up.
of calumnies, our moral treatifes, of Satires, and our
{ocieties and. academies of flander and epigrams.
And after all this, men lament that friendfhip and
confidence no longer exift ; not confidering the im-
poffibility that they fhould do fo ; among perfons, each
of whom carriesa fhield upen hisheart, and a poignard
under his cloak.

Let us talk little, or let us form fyftems, Tradi-
drtmundum difputationibus.  Letus difpute then, but
without being angry.

Porr Lovts, 121b of Fanuary 1769,

METEREOLOGICAL JOURNAL.
QUALITIES or tur AIR,
JU LY, 1768

DURING this month the winds blew from the
fouth-weft as it ufually does all the year. There is a
ftrong breeze all day, and at nightic is calm.  Altho’
s now the dry feafon, yet it frequently rains, with
violent fqualls, that laft but a fhort time.  The air
is very fhaip ; in fo much that cloth clathes are in-
difpenfably neceffary.

G AUGUST,
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AUGUST.

IT rained almoft every day. The tops of the
mountains are cov with ‘vapours like fmoke,
which ‘defcend upon the' plains with guits of wind.
Thefe rains frequently fi i upon the fides
of the mountains, which howev not the lefs
black on that dccount.

SEPTEMBER.

THE wind and weat! { Tis the feafon
{'or harvelt, If heal ¢ the fole caufes
of wvegetation, why d fhoot at this time?

r ce, Can therebe
any fpirit of life attending the return of the fun?
The Reomans paid honours to weftern wind, and
fixed the period of its at the 8th of February.
They called it Favonius, or the Fofterer, *Tis the
fame as the Zephyr of the Greeks. Pliny fays it

ferves as a hufband to all things that draw their ex-
iftence from the earth.

OCTOBER.

THE fame temperature ; the air is a lictle hotter,
it is always coldeft in the interior part of the ifland.
At the end of this month they fow their wheat, and
in four months after is their harvelt; they then fow
maize, which is ripe in Septembe Thus have
they two crops on the famie land ; bur thefe are fcarce-
ly a compenfation for the- other plagues with which
this ifland is peftered.

NOVEMBER.
THE heats begin to be felr, the winds change,
and fometimes get round to the N. W. Storms of

~rain fall,
Wo
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No thip from France, No letter. Tt is grievous
at this diftance to be in conftant expectation of our
¢hicf happinefs from Europe.

DECEMBER,

THE heats areexceflive.  The fun is in the zenith,
but the air is tempered by plentiful rains, I think I
have feltit hoteer in the fummer at Peterfbourg. At
the beginning of the month I heard thunder for the
frfk time fince my arrival.,

Tue 23d in the morning the wind blew from the
5. W. and feemed to prefage a ftorm. The clouds
gathered at the top of the mountains, They were
of an olive or copper colour, and one long range of
them was higher than the reft and mortionlefs. The
{maller ones that were below blew about with a fur-
prifing rapidity. The fea broke upon the rocks with
a great noife,  Many of the fea birds flew for fhelter
to theland.  The domeftic animals were very uneafy.
The air was gloomy and hot although the wind was
1till high,

ALy thefe figns ]l;rcfaging a hurricane, every body
haftened to ftrengthen their houfes with fupporters
asd props, and to block up their doors and windows,

Apovr 10 o’clock in the evening the hurricane
announced itfelf by horrible gufts of wind, which weére
followed by not lefs horrible intetvals of calm, in
which the wind feemed to- colleét new powers. It kept
augmenting the whole night; my apartment being
very much fhaken, 1 went into another. = The goed
woman I lodged with, " wept, and was in defpair at
the thoughts of her houfe being deftroyed. ' ‘Nobody
went to bed. Towards morning the wind redoubled

G2 its
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its efforts. T perceived that one fide of our pallifade
fence was falling. and that part of the roof of the
houfe was raifed at one corner; 1 got fome |
and cords, by means of which I prevented the dan
that would elfe have happened.  In crofling the
to give directions abour this work, 1 trequently
thought I hould have beenblown down. Some walls
at a diftance were falling, and fome roofs were torn
to pieces, the timbers of which were blown away as
if they had been cards.

Anour 8 in the morning fome rain fell, and the
wind not at all abated, blew it horizontally along
with fuch violence, that it entered like fo many Jets-
dééau at every the fmalleft opening. It fpoiled feveral
of my papers.

Ar 11 o'clock the rain fell intorrents. The wind
fubfided a little, the ravines in the mountains formed
prodigious cafcades on every fide. Large pieces of
the rocks broke off with a noife like that of Cannon,
and as they rolled down, cleared to themfelves a path
among the woods.  The rivulets overflowed into the
plain which by this time was like another fea, neither
banks nor bridges being any mose to be feen.

At one o'clock the wind whirled about to the
N. W, and drove the {urf of the fea in large clouds
along the land, The fhips in the harbour were run
afhore, and kept firing guns as fignals of diftrefs,
but in vain, for no fuccour could be fent to them.
By thefe tepeated gufts, the buildings were acted
upon the contrary way, and with nearly equal vio-
lence. About noon the wind fhifted to the E. and
then to the W. - Thus it went quite the circle of the
horizon in the four-and-twenty hours, as ufual,—
after which a perfect calm {ucceeded.

Many

-
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Many trees were blown down, and bridges carried
away. Not one fingle leaf remained in our gardens.
Even the herb dogs-tooth fo remarkably hardy, feem-
ed infome places to be cut to the very edge of the
ground.

During the rempeft a good man of this place
whofe name is Le Roux, a joiner, fent his blacks and
workmen to help thofe that might want their affift-
ance, and this without any gratuity. Good aétions
fhould never be pafled over without notice,—efpecially
in this place.

Trere was an eclipfe at 4 min. paft 5 on the 23d,
bur the bad weather prevented its being feen.

The hurricane comes regularly every year in De-
cember, and fometimes in March. As the winds
make the tour of the horizon, there is not a cavern
in the ifland unfilled with the rain, which deftroys a
great number of rats, grafshoppers and ants,—they
are not fecen again for fome time.

It holds the place of a winter, but the ravages
made by it are more to be dreaded. That of 1760
will be a long time thought of. A fhutter was feen
lifted into the air and then darted like an arrow, upon
aroof at fome diftance, The lower mafts of a 64
gun fhip were twifted round and broken off. No
trecin Europe could withftand the force of thefe whirl-
winds. How the trees of the country are protected
we have feen above.

J AN UL AR 62 San g,

RAINY weather, hot and gloomy ; great ftorms,
but little thunder. The gales of wind blowing very
hard in this feafon all navigation is at a ftand from
December till April,

: Tre
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Tue Meadows recover their verdure, the t]
prefents a pleafanter profpect, burt the fky a difmal
one.

FEBRUARY.
STORMY weather, agd violent gufts of wind

The Happy, a paffage boat fent to Madagafcar,, and
the Favorite, a fhip, are both lofl

THE 25th of this month the clouds gathered toge
ther by a N. W. wind, formed themfelves into a long
range from the Flag Mountain to the Ifle of Tonise -
liers. Itismotionlefs: claps of thunderinnumerable
proceeded from it, The ftorm lafted from 6 inthe
morning till noon, during which time a number of
thunderbolts fell ; one of them killed a Grenadier,
and another, a Negro woman ; an ox upon the Ifland
of Tonmeliers had the fame fate : a gun in an officer’s
houfe was melted. The people here fay, that the
thunder never falls within the town; for my part
never heard any fo loud, and could not help thinking
it very like a bombardment. I am of opinion that if
they had fired one cannon, the explofion would have
difpelled the motionlefs clouds fromwhence the thun-
der iffued.

MARC H.

THE rains are not {o frequent, and the winds al-
ways fromthe S, W, The heat is now rolerable.

A-E Rl T

THE feafon is fine, ‘and the herbage beginsto be
dry, and fhould it now be fet on fire, the ﬁndf‘capc
would be totally black for feven months to come.

G 3 MAY.
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MoA T

TOWARDS the end of this month the winds ac-
cording to cuftom turned to N.'W. “We have now
the dry feafon, I was in the plains, called #illiams
plains, and found the air of a temperature perfectly
pleafant and refrefhing.

= LN,

THE winds blow almoft conftantly from the S. E.
and the fhowers of fmall rain again begin to fall.

No malady feems peculiar to this country, but the
people have all thofe we have in Europe, asthe apo-
plexy, {mall-pox,. pleurifies and obftruttions in the
liver, which laft T fhould, imagine procceded rather
from vexation, than from the bad quality of the water
as is the general opinion. 1 have feen a ftone taken
from a Negroe of the place which was bigger than an
ege.  Violent gouts and paralytic “diforders are
common,

Tre Blacks and children are very fubject to worms:
the former have in the venereal difeafe dreadful chops
or clefts in the foles of their feet. The air is as good
as in Europe, but has no medicinal virtues, and I
would by all means diffuade gouty perfons from com-
ing here, having feen fome people keep their beds for
fix months together.

Tue change of the feafons, makes a very fenfible
alteration in the conftitution of the inhabitants. They
are liable to bilious fevers, and the heat occafions
suptures. but temperance and bathing will keep a
man in health. I cannot however but obferve that in
cold countries, the people are more healthy and their

G 4 fpirits
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fpirits more vigorous, and it is worthy of remark,
that hiftory mentions no celebrated . man that was
born between the tropics, except Maboimet,

LECRITES RS XI
MANNERS or e WHITE INHABITANTS.

HE Ifle of France was uninhabited till difco-

vered by Mafcarenhas. The firft French pee-
ple that eftablithed themfelves here were fome Huf-
bandmen from Bourbon. They brought with them
fimplicicy of manners, guudfaith and confidence, a
love of hofpitality and cven an indifference with re-
fpett to riches. Monficur de Bourdonnais who was
in fome meafure the founder of the colon)r, brought
workmen into it that were good fort of men, and
fome others whom their parents fent from home for.
mifcondué, and whom by his difcipline he made
good and ufeful members to fociety.

Wiex he had rendered the ifland refpetable by
the labour he exerted for its encouragement, and it
was thought a proper place to touch at in the way to
India, people of all ranks poured in upon it. Among
whom were the perfons fent out by the India Compa-
ny. The principal employments on the ifland being
vefted in their hands, they lived in a ftate equal to that
of the nobles in Venice, and 1o their ariftocratical
manners joined fomething alfo of a fpirit of ﬁnanc}i]r_ﬁgl,

which
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which is always prejudicial to the fpirit of agricul-
ture. Every appointment was at_their dil'poi':ﬁ, and
their power was alike abfolute in judicial matters, as
in matters of trade. Some of then cleared the lands,
and ereéted buildings, which they fold again at an
exorbitant rate to thofe who came thither to fettle. An
outcry was raifed againft the oppreflors, but fo grea
avas their power, that no redreis could be obtained.

Several feafaring people eftablithed here, who for
a long time could not underftand that the dangers and
fatigue of the trade to India was to them, in propor-
tion as the honours and profits of it were to thofe for
whom they laboured. ‘This fettlement fo near to the
Indies raifed great expectations on their firlt coming,
But before their eftablithment was effected, they be-
came difcoptented, and much more fo afterwards.

Tue company fent out a military force, among
whom were fome officers of high birth, Thefe haq
no idea of degrading themfelves fo far as to rank or
conne& with men who had formerly been Merchants
Clerks ; except to receive their pay of them: they
Jiked the feamen as little asthe merchants,—theirman-
ners were too blunt and u_:;mliﬂmd. Thus their
pride ftanding in the way of cheir fortune, they con-
tinyed as poor as when they left France,

Soume of the King’s troops touched here,” and ftaid
fome time, A few of the officers tempted by the fe-
renity of the climate and a love of eafe, fixed their
abode here. Every thing and every body being fub-
jet to the company only, the fubaltern did not meet
“here with the diftinétion andrefpett paid to him in gar-
rifons, and which were fo flattering to his vanity,—
:being without employment he was looked upon as an

alien
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alien amon% the mercantile people, each of whom had
his particular intereft to attend to.

Oruer fettlers here, were the Miffionaries of St.
Tazdrus, who availing themfelves of the fimplicity of
the firft inhabitants, had exercifed a dominion over
them uncentrouled : but when the body of the peo-
ple increafing very faft, divided and difperfed itflf,
they were content to attend to their paftoral funétions,
and to fome ‘of the better fort of families who courtte-
nanced their vifits.

Next landed fome merchants who brought money
with them, though tono great amount. In an ifland
without trade they added to the abufes of brokerage
already praétifed, and introduced befides monopolies
of every kind.

Tuey quickly became odious to the other inhabi-
tants, who wanting the means of impofition, were
themfelves impofed upon, and gave their oppreflors
the epithet of Banians, a name there held in as much
abhorrence as that of Jew in France. They allo
affected to defpife the diftinétions of rank, looking
upon every man after his having croffed the line, to
be the equal of his neighbour.

A length the late war in India, inundated upon the
Jle of France, the feum of Europe and of Afia, Bank-
rupts,—ruined Libertines,—Thieves, and wretches
of every kind, who driven from the tormer by their
crimes,” and from the latter by the bad fuccefs of our
arms, attempted to reeftablifh their fortunes upon the
ruins of the public.” On the arrival of this fet of men,
the complaints both general and particular of the inha-
bitants were augmented ; every charater was tradu-
ced ‘with an Afiatic ingenuity, hitherto unknown to

the
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the caluminators of étir'climate; ‘no woman was now
looked upon as chafte, nor any man as honeft: all
confidence and efteem, were atanend. Thus by vi-
lifying all mankind, they thought to'reduce all man-
kind to their own level.

Acr their hopes being founded upon a change of
the adminiftration, "they at laft effected their deflign.
The company in 1765 yielding up to the King, a co-
lony which had coft them fo much trouble and ex-
pencé; —Order and 'peace were now expected to
refume their fear, buc it was found that this change
had added new leaven to the fermentation: for a num-
ber of perfons were fent by authority from Paris to
make their forrunes'in an 1lland, uncultivated and
without any fettled trade, and where paper is the only
currency.  Thefe then were malecontents of another
fort.

A party of the inhabitants who were grateful e-
nough to continue their attachment to the company,
{aw with grief, the introduéion of the royal jurifdic-
tion. The other party that had reckoned upon the
new government, feeing that none but occonomical
plans were adopted, fele their difappointment the
more feverely, on account of the expeétations they
had formed.

To thefe new differences were added the diffentions
of bodies of men, who were at continual variance
even in France,—the departments of the marine,
the pen,—and the fword;—In fhort, the mindof
every individual, being neither occupied by bufinefs,
nor amufed by public entertainments, retired within
itfelf, to brood over its own inquiectudes.

Difcord reigns all over the ifland, and has entirely
extirpated that love of fociery which might be ex-
: pected
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pected to prevail among Frenchmen banifhed to a
defart, furrounded by the feas, and at the end of the
world.  Each man isdifcontented ;—each man wants
toget a fortune—and to leave the place, To hear,
them talk one would think the ifland would be again
uninhabited, every man declaring he will go away
next year, and fome of them have held this intention
for thirty years paft, yet remain to make the fame
declaration the year enfuing,

An officer from Europe foon lofes here his military
ardour. In general he has but little money and is in
want of every thing ; his houfe 1s without furniture:
provifions when bought retail are exceflively dear,
and he finds himfelf the fole confumer between the
inhabitants and the merchant, who feem to ftrive
whothallimpofe upon him moft. Thisforces himto at
upon the defenfive,—he buysby wholefale,and makes
the moft of all opportunities of getting good bs
gains, every commodity being of double value after
the departure of the fhips. ~ The anxiety of provi-
ding fer his family being at an end, another enfues,
he torments himfelf with the thoughts of being an
exile from his native country, and being deftined to
remain he knows not how long in one deftitute of
every comfort and convenience, want of employ-
ment and company, aided by the hopes of gain,
allure him to engage farther in that commerce, which
mere neceflity at firft drove him to.

Tuere are without doubt fome exceptions to this
general charatter of the military, and were they not
‘even numerous, I fhould recite them with pleafure.
M. de Steenhovre, the commanding officer is a pat-
tern of every virtue,

Tae regiments furnifh a number of workmen;
for
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for the heat 1s not {o exceffive as to prevent the white
people from working in the open arr.  “That advan-
tage however for the benefit of the colony has not
been made in this refpet, that might have been. A-
mong the recruits fent from Furope, there are fre-
quently wretches capable of tire moft atrocious vil-
Jainies, I cannot for my part conceive but that the
fending of culprits whofe crimes have rendered them
unworthy to remain in their native country, muft be
of bad confequence to any colony inan incipient ftate.
Thefe unhappy creatures frequently becomefo defpe-
rate, as to murder each other with their bayonets up-
on the moft trifling occafion.

Avthoucn the feamen do but come and go. they
yet have a great influcnce upon the manners of the
the inhabitants, Their policy confifts in complain-
ing of the places whence they come, as well as of thofe
they arrive at, They would have you believe that
their lucky hour has paffed them without their ma-
king a proper advantage of it,—they fpeak of them-
felves conftantly as ruined men; they tell you how
dear they have bovght, and to what lofs they have
fold. T'he truth of this matter.is, thatthey think no
bargain a good one, unlefs they get a 150 per cent by
it. A cafk of claret ¢ofts 150 livres, and every thing
elfe in proportion. One would fearcely imagine that
European goods were dearer here than in India, and
Indian goods dearer than in Europe. . This however
is the cafe. The feamen are much regarded by
the inhabitants who indeed could hardly exift with-
out them. Their murmurings, and perpetual going
to and again give. the ifland the appearance, andina
degree the manners of an inn.

From fo many of fuch different conditions, refults
as it were a people of different nations who hate each
other
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other moft cordially. Probity and honour are in ng
efteem.  The cunning man is here the man of wit. It
is however in my opininion a character worthy only
of foxes; itis ly not a property natural to the
human fpcc:cs, and a wretched fociety mufk that be,
where it is looked upon as aneftimable quality, Ore
the other hand, miitruftful or wary people are much
difljked ; this may appear a contradiction, but the
reafon is, that there js lefs to be got, from perfons ufed
to be on [hmr:rmul who may detect and expofe thofe
who would unpok upon them. They will flock a
bout a man whom they know to be artful, and will
affift him to the utmoft in duping the ignorant,

Tuer infenfibility with refpedt to the feeling
which conftitute the happinefs of a generous mind,
isextreme. They have no tafte for arts or literature,
but deeply regret their abfence fromthe Operaand the
Women of Paris. Every fentiment of humanity is
here mpr.wd nay, I may fay extinct. 1 was once
at the funeral of a confiderable mu(fn'\t but fz
Gigns of afliction; his brother-in-law remar

in-
uud that they h: ad ot dug the grave fo deep as it
thould have been.

Tais indifference extends to all things about them.
The ftreets and courts are neither uavrd nor planted
awith [trees ; the houfes are meer “cabbins of wood,
which may be eafily removed from one place to ano-
ther upon rolless. The windows have neither glafs
nor Lurruns, and the houfes have but little fu:m-
ture, and that little very fhabby,

Tuere is a fort of exchange, where people meet at
noon and in the evening ; here they
gains, and rail ar, and zalk fcandal of their
bours, The married people in the

e S
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few. Thofe who are not rich, plead their circum-
ftances as an excufe for continuing fingle : others fay
they will not fettle till their return to France ; but
the true reafon is, their feldom or ever meeting with
a repulfe in their actempts upon the negro girls. Be-
fides, there are very few good matches for the men,
ten thoufand franks * being a fortune but feldom
heard of;

THe greater partof the married people live upon
their plantations,  The women fcarcely ever come to
town but to a ball, or to confefs at Eafter. They are
moft paffionately fond of dancing, No fooner is a
ball announced, than they come in crouds, brought
in palanquins, which are a fort of litter, and carried
upon the fhoulders of four negroes, four others fol-
lowing as a relay.  As many children as there are in
the family, fo many of thefe vehicles are there, and
each attended as above by eight blacks. The huf
bands who are prudent and faving, are very averfe to
thefe excurfions, as hindrances of the bufinefs of the
plantations ; but the roads are o bad, that a ‘wheel
carriage hert is of no ufe.

Tue women are rather pale, but well made, and
in general handfome,—they have naturally a great
flow of wit and {pirits, and if better educated would
be moft agreeable companions, but I have known
fome fo ignorant as to be unable to read.

Ar their meetings they are referived and filent; each
woman bringswith her fome fecret pretenfions, either
from the forrune, the employ, or the birth of the
hufband : others reckon upon their youth or their
beauty ; an Europian locks with difdain upon a Cre-
ole, who as often looks upon the European as an
adventurer,

* Li437.10 or thereabouts, acccor

ing te the rate of Exchange.
NOT-
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NorwiTHsTANDING that the tongue of {candal is
ever fpeaking to their prejudice, they are in my o-
1l pinion far more deferving than the men, by whom
| they are negleéted for the Black flaves. Such of the
women as are really virtuous, are the more to be
commended, that it is by no means owing to their e-
ducation thatthey are fo. They have at once to com-
bat with the heat of the climate, the indifference of
their hufbands, and the prodigality and ardour of
| young officers, fkilled in feduction and regardlefs of
{ [ repulfe: if then Hymen complains and with juftice
| of the infidelities of the fair fex, whom canwe thank
| but ourfelves, who have introduced the manners of
France upon the fhores of Africa.

Iw other refpects they have very many good quali-
| ties,—are domeftic, fober, (drinking water only, ex-
i cept rarely), and neat in their apprfel to an extreme.
The drefs moft common here 1s 'of muflin trimmed
with rofe coloured taffaty. They are extravagantly
fond of their children, who run about the houfe na-
| ked, very foon after they are born ; are pever put in
| fivaddling clothes, but are frequenely bathed, cat
fruic as' they think proper, live without care, and
without ftudy, and foon grow ftrong and robuit.
The puberty of both fexes makes a very early ap-
pearance. 1 have known girls married here at eleven
vears old. [

| Tris manner of bringing up children which ap-
i proaches fo near to a ftate of nature leaves them in
i an almoft utter ignorance ; but the vices of the negro
women, which they imbibe with their milk, -and their
i caprices, which they are fuffered to exe cife upon

the poor flaves to a degree of tyranny beyond all
bounds, adds to this ignorance all the depravity in-
cient to fociety. o remedy this evil, the principal
people.
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people fend their children while very young into
France, from whence they return with vices perhaps
more amiable, but certainly more dangerous.

Tae number of Planters on this ifland, 1s fcarcely
four hundred. There are about a hundred women
of condition, about ten only of whom live in the
town. The evening is their vifiting time—and for
want of converfation, they game, or foon grow tired
of each other. Ar eight o’clock the evening gun
fires, and every body goes home.

Farewzrr, my dear friend ; I am really grieved
to think that in fpeaking of mankind as they are,
the truth carries with it the air of a fatire,

Port Louis, Ifle of France, 1oth of February,
1769,

H LET-
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In the Population of this Ifland, I muft include the
) ind,
Inprans and NEGROES.

HE the firft are the Malabars, or Mal
mild and gentle people, who eome frc

diche
term of y - il
trades, and occupy a lubu'b le ed t]lL C\mp of th
Blac This peaple is of a deeper hue than tl
iflanders of Madagafcar, who are perfect N
regular as a European, and not
'l‘]\.:l are Iqt\., t‘mftv

(=

gold in Lhur ears, and nl:;. b
Some of them let 1Iu.1 afelves to the
3r.d called Pioms, a k
ng footmen, who executes e

profound 55,1':1\4::. ; and by way
C'lj.f €S 4 C C 1n l‘ a P\N”’"
nerd in his rr-rdle It were to be withe 1 that a great
number of Malabars were eftablithed Im\, efpecially
as labourers 3 but I never faw one of them fond of
farming work.

Ty com-

and,

Tue Blacks who till the ground, are
dagafcar, where a flave may be beves
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(cl' of powder; for a few mufquets, linen, or elpeci-
ally for piaftres ; the gréareit price paid is* fifty
crowns, and that rarely,

‘T'rrs nation have neither fo flat a nofe, nor fo black
a fkin as the Negroes of Guinea. - Some of them are
only to be called brown, and fome; as the Kalembons;
have long hair, of & brown, or catrotty éolour, They
are a ingenious; have a quick fenfe of honour
gratitude; far lefs mindiul of injuriés dene ta
themfe perfonally, than of thofe offered to their
family,—which laft, they deém an infilt of the higheft
degree.  When in their own country, they make a
varicty of things with much art and induftry.  Their
ye, of half-pikey is very well forged, althongh
nothing butftenes for both anvil and ham.-
“heir linens, or pagnes; which are weaved by
d beautifully coleuréd.
his garment rownd them,
ir' head-drefs is. very re-
y in'rows of curls and braids, ni ly ranged one
above the other ; this is alfo the werk of women.
Fhey are paffionately fond of daneing and mufic,
and play upen aninftrument called a Tamtam, which
isia d of bow; with a gourd bettle fitted to it.
The found of'it'is very foft,; and is a plealing accom-
panyment to their fongs, of which, love 1s always
the fubjeét. ‘The girls dance to the fongs their lovers
compofe, whileithe [peétators beat time, and applaud
the peformance.

Tuev are very hofpitable. A Black who is tra-
velling, énters, though unknown, into the firfk: cot-
tage he comes to; fits down with' the inhabitants of

ity and partzkes of thieir repaft, without being quefs

2L 350, ;
12 tioneds
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11 tioned, whence he comes ? or whither he is goi
| ‘This cuftom is general.

Tuese arts, and thefe manners, they bring wi

them to the Ifle of France, where they are landed

| with a rag round their loins, The men are ras nged

|1 on one ﬁde —and on the other, the women, with ["k‘n

i infants, who cling for fear to their mothers, 'i"

mhabu.mr. having examined them, as he would :

horfe, buys what arc for his purpofe. Brothers—

| filters—friends — lovers—are torn afunder, and b

| ding each other a long farewell, are driven we

| 1o the plantations they are bou;rht for, Some

they turn defperate *, fancying that the white peoy

intend eating their flefh, making red wine of
blood, and gunpuwdcr of their bones,

—

o

Prep——

| Tuey are treated in the following mann
break of day, a fignal of three fmacks of a v

calls them to work, ‘each of them betakes hlmi._u witly

| his fpade to the p}anmnons, where they wor]
moft naked in the heat of the fun. Their { is

Wi maize, bruifed, and boiled, or bread made of Ma-
il nioc +, and their clothing, a fingle piece of linen.
Upon the commiffion of the moft trivial offence, they
) it il are tied hand and foot to a ladder ; the ovcrf:cr then
i . comes with a whip like a puihlmn s, and gives them
fifty, a hundred, or perhaps two hundred Iafhes upon

the back Lach ftroke cayries off its portion of fkip.

The poor wretch is then untied, an iron collar with

three {pikes put round his neck, and he is then fent

Wi * Ludicrondly extravagant, as this fancy may feem, refledtion
| upon the barbarities exercifed upon them, muit aliow the pnﬂ'h..
I lity of its fuggetting itfelf, t{{yccla]]v in minds foignorant as the
| I flaves are deicribed to be.
if 4 A root, for which the Englith have no name.—'Tis poifon,
| if eaten raw, bug wholefome and good, if boiled. 70

back




VOYAGE fo the Isik of Frawcr. 101

back to his tafk. Some of them are unable to fit
down for a month after this beating, which punifh-
ment is inflicted with equal feverity on women as
an men,

Ix the evening, when they return home, they are
obliged to pray for the profperity of their mafters
and before they go to reft, they with him a good
night,

THERE is a law in force in their favour, called the
Cede Neire, which ordains, that they fhall receive no
more than thirty lathes for any one offence,-—thac
they fhall not work on Sundays,---that they-fhall ear
meat once a week,---and have a new thirt CVCry year;
but this law is not obferved. Sometimes when
grown too old to labour, they are turned out to
get their bread where they can, One day I faw a
poor creature who was nothing but fkin and bone,
cutting off the fleth of a dead horfe to eat ;—It was
one fkeleton devouring another,

Wuen a European feems affeed at thefe fights,
the inhabitants tell him, he does not know the Blacks
---Thar they are fuch gluttons as to go and fteal
victuals from the neighbouring houfes ;-—fo idle, that
they take no manner of care of their mafter’s bufinefs,
nor do what they are fet about ;—that the women
are totally inattentive to family affairs, and fo lictle
concerned about children, that they had racher pro-
cure an abortion, -than bring them into the world.

TrE Negroes are naturally lively, but after having
been fome time in flavery, become melancholy. Love
feems the only paffion their forrows will permit them
to be fenfible of. They do-all in their POWer to get
married ; and if cheir own choice is fuffered, to_take

H 3 place,
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Tuey have alfo dogs with them, and it is an un-
«d truth, that ‘thefe imals' kiow perfectly

en ip the dam, not only a white man, buta clunr
that | belongs to e man,-—-both of w\ hom, they
fear and hate

dogs of the white pecple feem on t arts,
to | a!(,prfd the fentiments of their mafters ; and
at the leaft ence eiment, will fly with the utmoft
fury upen 6rupen im dog,

In fhort, the Blacks are fomctimes wnable to en-
¢ their lot, and. give themfelves up to déf

Some,~hang or poifon themfelves ; others
i a litele boat, and without fails, provi
pafs, hazard a voyage of two Jmndud leag
turn to Madagafcar, where they have been fome=
5 feen-to-land nd have been taken, and fent
to their mafters,

T general, they fecrete themfelves in the woods,
where they are hunted by parties of foldiers, and by
% other

other
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other negroes with dogs. Some of the inhabitants
form parties of pleafure for this purpofe-—put up a
Negro as they would a wild beaft, and if they can-
not hunt him down---will thoot him---cut off his
head---and bring it in triumph to town upon the end
of a ftick. Of this I am an eye-witnefs every week.

Waen a Maron-Negro is carched, he is whipped,
and one of his ears cut off : The fecond time, he is
again whipped, the finews of his hams cut acrofs, and
he is put in chains: for the tl‘ain.l offence he is hanged,
but is kept in ignorance of his fentence, *till put in
execution,

I nave feen fome of them ha
live. They went to execution with joy, and fuffered
without a cry. I once faw even a woman, throw her-
felf from the top of the ladder. They believe that
they fhall find more happinefs in another world, and
that the Father of Mankind is not unjuft, as men
are,

SoMETIMES they are baptized, and are told they
ccome the brethren of the white people, and
will go to Heaven. But they are hardly to be made
believe that the Europeans can ever be inftrumental
heir going to Paradife ; fa ing, that on earth,
they are the caufc of all the fufferings they endure,
They fay, that before Europeans landed in their coun-
try, they fought with fticks headed with iron; that
they now, taught by us, kill each other at a great
diftance with fire and balls ; that in order to procure
flaves ac a cheap rate, we foment continual divifions
and wars among them ; that fo rly they followed
the impulfe of Nature, without fear of thofe grievous
diftempers, with which we have poifoned the confti-
tutions of their women : that we fuffer them to lan-
guifh, without clothes, and without nourithment, and
beat

ro
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beat them inhumanly. without reafon, ~ Of all this, 1
have feen trrqu-" inftances. A female flave came
one day, and throwing herfelf pmm— te at my feer,
told me ,---mu her miltrefs made her rife fo very ear.
ly every morning, and fit up every night fo Iate, that
e was. almoit totally without flecp “and that when
overcome with fatigue, fhe did chance to drop afleep,
her miftrefs caufed her lips to be rubbed with erdure,
which if fhe did not lick off, fhe underwent a \\]up—
ping, A relief from this intolerable grievance, was
what fhe begged I would intercede for.---I did fo;
and obrained 1 my requeft. Interceffions of this kind,
are fometimes complied with, and the punifhment i
redoubled a few days after. to this
condu, in a Couniclloy, whofe B lacks complained
of him to the Governor ; and who affured me, that
on the morrow he would have them flead from head
to foot. Not a day pafies, byt both mep and women
are whippui for having broken earthen wa re---for not
fhutting the door after them, or fome fuch tv‘f
almoft covered with blood,
falt to heal their wounds.
the key, mes feen them fo over-
ned with grief, that they have been unable even
to utter a cry,—-gthers Dbiting the cannon ta
ch they are tied.—My pen is weary of writing this
recital of horrors ; my eyes of feging, and my ears of
hearing their doleful moanings. Hdppy you, who
when tired of continuing in town, can retire toa
country where fertile ]:an are feen, with rifing
hills, villages, harvefts and vintages, the plenty of

which ch'urs the hearts of a people who accompa-
ny their labours with dancing and finging.—Signs
thefe, at leaft, of happinefs. The fights I fee, are
poor Negro women bent over a fpade, the compa-
nion of their labour ,—their children ﬂung at their
packs---Negroes, who pafs trembling and fhrinking
before,

B
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fore me,---fometimes I hear the found of their *Tam-
r afar off ; but far more frequently, the fmack of
whips, that eccho in the hills like the report of.
a piftol, and cries of, “ Mercy | Mafter, Mercy 1”
which at once ftiike my ears and pierce my heart,

Ir I feck a retirement, I find a country, barren,
rugged, and rocky ; mountains whofe fummits,
inaccefible, retard the courfe of the clouds, and
king them, form torrents that rufh into abyfles
ally horrible and and tremendous. The winds
roar in the deferts, the hollow, difmal found of
waves dathing upon the breakers, the fea before
me, vaft, and extending to rwiom unknown to the
human race, all combine to m.} srefs and deject my
{pirits, and to furnifh me with ideas fit only for an
exile and an outcaft,

Porr-Lours, April 15, 1769,

PAVS N ee and fugar are really necef-
ij to the happine(s of Furope, is more than I can
fay, but I alfirm-—-thac thefe two vegetables have
broughe wretchednefs and mifery upon America and
Africa. The former is uuli\capulatcd that Europeans
may have 2 land to plant them in ; and the lageer, is
ftripped of ity inhabitgnts, for hands to cultivate
them,

It is thought more for opr intereft to have planta
tions for cumvatmnr ourfelves the commodities we
want, than to purch:'fe them of our neighbours. But

* 1 fuppole this to be the inftrumznt they dznce to, as before~
mentioned, 7.
But
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But fince carpenters, bricklayers, mafons, and other
workmen from Europe, can work in the open ai
expofed to the fun, why fhould not hite men oe
employed in all forts of labour ! But what then s to
become of the proprietors of thefe lands ? I anfwer,
they would become the richer by th
inhabitant would live at his eafe, were
rwenty effed of
gles in vain with
pumber of flaves here are compu
yearly recruit of an eighteenth part o
is found abfolutely necefls Henc
colony left to .mlr would in eighteen
nrp\ted ----50 true is it, that wi
property, population muft dec
Juftice and good hufbandry are incompatible

Ty

to employ

Tne Code Neir, is fai
the flaves. Be it fo---Yet d(‘:a the cr mln SEfhe
ed the punif
ce with-hold the food,
rees,  If the poor wretc !us -ompla
t, to whom do they feck for
10 are perhaps the tyrants, ur
l)})l)LquL()n they languith.

Bur fay they, thefe people are not to be reft
but by feverities. Punithments muft be inflicted,
iron collars with three points, whips, fetters tor their
legs* ; and chajns of iron for their necks muft be

madg

* Teannot help attempting to deferibe in this a fort of
Tror Mask, oras it is more © pre anv called a M £, gieat
nombers of which, I 2 le iron-

nerchants and plan-
ve feen one of them at the

a3
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ufe of-—-they muft be treated like favage beafts,
white people could not live like men.  From
, fo grofsly juft, no confequences can
ed, bu t are cqually unjuft and inhu-
nor does it fuffice, that theic poor Negroes are

avarice and cruelty of the moft depra-
of men, but they mult alfe be the fport of their
fophiftical arguments,

s tell them, that the flavery of their pre-
i(‘l".h.‘ to them a fpiritual liberty in

cater part are b’)l-F’ﬂ: at an ﬂl“E
i o learn French, and our [\"J‘T.om ies do nut
underitand the language of the country. Moreover,

as for his particular perfeverance in behalf of the African Negroes,
and who ufes it as an Irox argument againft the toleration of
Slave holding,—It is faftened ronnd the neck of the wretched Cul-
prit, by a coilar, frnm which rife [»me Bars of iron, forming the
Malk and befors the mouth is a round plate of
Febn S hosiis i bofet Boleag s dlont s SHHAI pAFHoT O basath
to the wearer. There e alfo a place for bis nofe.——A flat
the mouth, and als vpon the tongoe and
thofe of a horfe.—Worn by
orching rays of the fun in the torrid
: 5 lent degree of heat, which with the
conflant flowing of the fliva, in a little time, excoriates the nofe,
mouth, and chin, and muft occafion a ToRxeewT, the very ideaof
which it would give me pain to convey to the Reader. In En-
5-1and we put uwn 4 vicions berfe, or a milchievous dog, 2 muz-
zle of LEATHER, this,- eif-prefervation :\zt}ncs, but
what cogent motive can urge the flave- holder, to pot upon his
ftl]ow-cma[uu——upun a Man A muzzLE oF 1RoN,——] will
tell the Reader. *T'is" to prevent him, when at work, from
fucking, ‘or eating of the fugar-caves, herein denying him that
indulgence which the atmicnTy Gon charged the Hraclite, by
the remembrance of his own flavery in Egypt, ta fhew to Has
BEAST, when treading out the corn,—or from putting an end to
his wretched exiflence, by cramming himfelf witk che dirt of the

d i the defpairing wretches are fre-
{5 treatmient ofi their worfe than

thofe

qu ntly drivel
ipyptian Tafkm:
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thofe who have been baptized, s not a jot better
treated than the reft.

Trr Planters add, that the Negroés merit the
vengeance of Heaven, for the traffic they carry on.
Are we then to take upon us to be their executioners ?
Let us leave the deftrution of kites to the vultures,

I am concerned to fee, that Philofophers, who en-
ter the lifts with fo much alacrity to combat other
abufes, {carcely fpeak of this flavery of the Negroes,
beyond a degree of pleafantry. Indeed, tis a fubjedt
they feem defirous of avoiding. They fpeak of the
mafiacre of Paris, and of the Mexicans by tt
niards, as if the crimes of our days,.and in v
half of Europe are concerned either 2s principals or
acceffaries, were not equal tothem. Can they be-
lieve the iniquity of murdering a number of people
of a different perfuafion than ourfelves, to be g i
than that of bringing mifery and torment of the fe-
vereft nature upon a whole nation, to whom we are
indebted for thefe delicacies which our luxury has
rendered neceflary to us ? Thofe beautiful rofe and
flame-colours, in which our Ladies are dreflid,
ton, of {o general ufe, coffee and chocolate, now the
only breaktaft admitted to polite tables ; the rouge
with which the pallid beauty gives new bloom to her
complexion ;—all thefe are prepared by the induftri-
ous hand of the enflaved and opprefied Negro.. Ye
wormen of fenfibility and fentiment, who weep at the
affedting ftory of a novel, or the reprefentation of a
tragedy, know, that what conftitutes your chiefeft
delight, is moiftened with the tears, and died with
the blood of men.
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AcrievuLTure. Herbs, Vegetables, and Flowers
imported.

o

T H E greater part of the plants, trees and anj.

mals, [ am about to defcribe, have been brought
here by order of government. Some of the inhabi-
tants have contributed their endeavours for this pur-
pofe ; among others, Meflrs. de Coffini, Poivre, Her-
mans, and le Juge. I withed to have learnt the
names of the others, that I might have mentioned
them with the refpeét which is their due. The gift,
or introducing of a ufeful plant, being, in my opi-
nion, of more confequence, thap the difcovery of a
gold mine, and 2 monument more durable than 2
pyramid.

I speak of them in the following order ; firft, the
plants, which being ance fown, ever after fow them.
felves, and are, as it were, naturalized in the coun-
try ; fecondly, thofe that are articles of cultivation
in the country ; thirdly, the produce of the kitchen.-
garden ; fourthly, of the flower-garden, [ fhall pur-
{ue the fame method with the trees and fhrubs, of
thofe I know, I fhall omit none.----Whatever Nature
has not difdained to form, we certainly ought not ro
think too infignificant to defcribe,

Asoxc the plants that grow wild, is found in fome
of the plains round the town, a kind of indigo, which

I ap-
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1 apprehend to be foreign to this ifland: It is of no
ufe.

Taz Purflain grows in fandy places; I take this
to be natural here, being reckoned among that clafs
of Plants, which when rotten, manures the ground,
and which Nature feems to have made the growth of
dry and fandy foils, to facilitate vegerations of other
kinds.

Water-Cresses, ate found in every rivalet. They
have been brought here thefe ten years. The Dande-
lion and wormwood grow fpontaneoufly in rubbifh,
or ground newly opened = but above all, the mullen
cxpands its large downy leaves, and fhoots up its gi-
randole of yellow flowers to a furprizing height.

Tue Bulrufh (not the Chinefe plant fo called) is a
grafs about the height of well-grown rye. It extends
itfelf daily, and choaks the plants that grow near it/
It is apt to be tough when dry, and fhould therefore
be cut before ripe. It is green for five months only
in a year, and it is afterwards fer on fire, notwith-
ftanding the burning of it is prohibited, The Aames
of it burn and parch up the out-fkirts of the woods.

‘Lae White-grafs, (fo called from the colour of its
flower) was brought here, as being proper for forage,
but no animal will eat of it; the feed refembles th
of cherville. It multiplies fo faft, thar it is become
one of the plagues of hufbandry.

e Brette, which fignifies in the Indian langu-
age, @ leaf good to ear, is a fpecies of the morell.
There are two forts- of ity one called the Brerse of
Madagafcar, Its leaf is rather prickly, but of a
pleafant tafte, and is purgative. ‘Theother is com-

monly

i

o

=
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monly ferved up to table as fpinnage, and is theonly
food ‘of which the Blacks may eat at difcretion, and
sws all over the ifland. The water in which it is
ed becomes very bitter.  In this liquor, mingled
and @ill more imbittered by their tears, the Negroes
teep their Caflave,

Awmonc the plants cultivated in the country, is,
the Caffave-Root. It grows in dry foils; its juice
has loft the poifonous quality it formerly had : 'tis 2
{hrub, whofeleaf is like that of hemp, with a oot as
thick and as 1

ed. th

@ as a man’s arm ; when rafped, and
ake cakes of it, thatare heavy like
undsef this are allowed forthe food
of a Negro for one day. This vegetable grows and
{preads very faft.---M. de la Bourdonnois brought it
from America. *Tis a ufeful plant, being eafily
theltered from the hurricanes, and enfures a certain
fubfiftence to the Negroes, for the dogs will not eat
i

s Maize or Turkifh corn grows very beautifully
here.  *Tis a precious grain ; turns to good account,
but will not keep more than a year, as the/mites:get
into it ; this, 1 'think, a good rcafon why the culti-
vation of it {hould be encouraged in Europe, as it
cannot be with-held long from market. It ferves as
food for the flayes, the fowls, and the cattle. *T'is
worthy remark, that the inhabitants fpeak highly of
the excellence ‘of Maize and the Manioc, but never
cat of either, 1 have feen dittle cakes of them ina
deferr, and when they are made with a greac deal of
fugar, of wheat-flower, and yolks of eggs, they are
very eatable. : &

WHELT

|
a
1
i
i
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‘WaeaT grows well here, but not to any greae
heighth, They put the feed into the ground by fin-
gle grains, becaufe of the mci:s_; thcy cut it with
knives, and threth it out with fmall fticks, It will
not keep fo long as two years. Pliny tells us, that
in Barbary and Spain, it was put in full ear into
holes in the earth, taking care to introduce a pro-

-

per quantity of air, Varro fays, that it would keep +

by this means for fifty years, and millet, for a whole
century. Pompey found at Ambratia fome beans
preferved in this manner, fince the time of Pyrrhus,
which was near 120 years. But Pliny will not ad-
mit of the cultivation of the earth by flaves of any
kind, whofe work, he fays, is never done effectually.
Although the meal of the wheat that grows here is
not fo white as that from Europe, yet I prefer the.
bread of it, to that of european meal, which either
grows vapid, or ferments during the voyage.

Rice, thebeft, and perhaps the moft wholefome of
all aliments, thrives very much. It keeps longer
than the wheat, and yields more plentifully. A
wet foil agrees with it beft. There are above fe-
ven different fpecies of it in Afia, one of which
grows beft in a dry foil ; it were to be withed, that
this grain were cultivated in Europe, on account of
its extraordinary fertility.

Tue {maller kind of millet yields abundantly,
It is feldom given but to the blacks and the beats.
Oats thrive exceedingly, but the cultivation of them,
or of any thing elfe, which the blacks or the beafts
only derive benefit from, is very little attended to.

Tur Tobacco is not good. None is planted but
by the Negroes for their own ufe.
The
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THe Fatague, is a grafs, bearing large le
the nature of a finall rofe-tree: They import it from
Mad q:.ﬂ'ur arid thake of it the moft delightful arti-
1l meadows.

Experimexts have been made, but without fuc:
cefs; to make Saint-foiny Trefoil, Hr:mp, Flax; and
Hops grow here:

You will obferve, that our vegetables in general
degenerate here, and that thofe who with to |
them good; are fupplied every year with feed from
Europe, or the Cape of Good-Hope: The fmall
peas are rough, and raftelefs ; the French beans are
hard ; there is a fort larger; and more tender,
Cape-peas ; it is worth tranfplanting to Fi
Another fort of beans which they barrel, the
the hufks to picces, and drefs them as peas.
15 another kind of bean ( “,th a pu.i a foot lon r) ‘..‘w_h
they plant and form arbours of. The grain is very
large, but of no fort of ufe

ARTICHOAKS grow here; their leaves are. ver
large, and the fruic buc fimall: The Cardoon *
always tough here 5 but being alfo very p
and growing to a great height, it makes very gwd
hLd-:Ls

TuE Giromon, is a pumpkin, ot fo large as ours,
and if poflible, of a morc infipid taflte. The cu-
cumber is fmaller, and not fo plentiful as in ]:umpc
The melons here are good for nothing, altho’ much
boalted of on account of their fcarcity, The Paflegue,
or Water-melon, is fomething better than the other.

* A kind of thiitle, —lhere is-oné fort of this plant that is ufed
i fallad, 7.
k 1 The
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The climate fuits thefe fruits very well ; but the

loominefs of the foil, is againft them. Gourds grow
here to an enormous fize, and are of particular uti.
lity ; they ferve the Blacks for plates and difhes.

Tue Briugella or Aubergine, is of two forts ; the
one bears a fmall, round and yellow fruit, and has a
very prickly ftem 3 it comes from Madagafcar. The
other, which is known in Paris, is a violet-coloured
fruit, of the fize and form of a large fig.
fruit is well feafoned and boiled, it is not bad e

Tuere are two forts of pepper; that known in
Europe, and another natural to this place; it i
fhrub bearing very fmall fruit, that fhine like &
ny grains of coral upon the moft beautiful green fo-
fage imaginable. The Creoles ufe it inall their ra-
gouts. 1t is ftronger than any other kind of pepper,
and will burn like a canftick. They call it mad
pepper.

Pine-Apple, the moft beautiful of all fruits, for
‘the variegated colouring of its fealy rind, for its pur-
le creft, and for its fragrant fmell, which is like that
of aviolet, never ripens here perfetly. Trs juice is very
cold, and prejudicial to the ftomach. Its bark is
on the contrary very hot, and taftes like pepper;
I as &ive of the juice. Nature fre-
| es of the fame fubject ;
the bark of the citron is of a hot nature, the juice of
a cooling ;—the rind of the pomegranate isaftringenr,
the feeds are laxative, &c,

StrawbERRIES ‘begin to thrive in the cool parts,
They have neither the fragrancy nor the fweetnefs of
ours ; they yield but fparingly, any more than the
rafberrics, which are much degenerated. There is a
fpecies
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{pecies of them from China, very beautiful, and in
I L » A b,

great plenty, which grow to the fize of cherries, bur
have neither tafte nor fmell.

Seinace is fcarce here. Garden crefls, forrel,
cherville, fly, fennel, and cellery, have l'tnnrr,'
and are raifed with great mmmhy Lecks,
endif, and collifiowers, are fmaller; but not
r as ours. Cabbage, lilL molt uleful of all
s, and which is Found in zll parts, thrives
very well here.  Burner, purflain, and fage, grow in
abundance ; but efp y the Capucine which grows
upon large efpaliers, and is very long lived,

AGUs is not much larger than ap.tc&thrcnd,
and has degen crated in tafte as well as in bulk, and
fo have urneps, - fafafras, and ra-
difhes, biting taite. There is, how-
ith fm"n China, that grows very ‘M,.\ here,
-rQoL CTOWS E:uu:t.tu‘l', but is very fticky.
Poratoes, felonum Americanwm, are not bigger here
than nuts. The Indian ones, called Cambar, fre-
quently weigh above a pound a-piece ; their fkin is
of 2 beau iful vi let-colour, but within they are very
white and caftelefs 5 Ihey however, ferve for tood for
the blacks. They increafe very mt, as well as the
Jerufalem artichozk, fome forts of which are prefer-
able to our chefnuts. on is an herb that tinges
the ragouts with yellow, as do the ftamina of the
European kind. The ginger here, is not fo hot as
thatof India. What is called here, the Piftachia-nut,
which is not the fruit of the piftachia-tree, is a fmall
almond, that grows in the ground in a wrinkled fhell.
Itis pleafant cating when roafted, but is hard of di-
geltion, They cultivate it here, in order to extract
oil for imrnmg This plant is a fort of phenomenon
in botany, it being uncommon for vegetables thac

150 yield
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yicld fruit of an unctuous nature, to bear them bes
low the furface of the ground.

s are fmaller than
irbon, wh

Crves, leeks, and on
France, and even than in the Ifle of B
is {0 near.

Astowe the plants of she fower garden, T tha
firlt of our own, and then of thofe of Afia
Africa.

Tm tuberofe, larksfoot, the large dai
pinks of a {mall fpecies, Hounlh here as in E
large pi inks, and lillies bear a number of leave
feldom flowers. The anemony, ranunculus, Tnd iar
pink, and rofe; do not thrive }ln, any
the July-flower, or poppy. I faw no ot
that we know of .in Europe ameng the cur
LL[)E LJ\'_’ ;'!b()v'c-‘.nlﬂ'_:\’)ht(‘ l;ﬂ\' }‘(‘0“1\
rempted, but in vain, to tran fplant hi
lavender, the field-daify, violets, and wi Y.
the red of which, with the azure of the blue-bell, io
beautifully decorate our golden | ha veftss Oh! hap-
py F a corner of whofe ficl in my eyes,,
more defirable, than the moft be: en this
nd affords.

~plants of A \frica, I know but
one, the belleimmortel e, the feeds of which
are as la and red as ftrawber:ics, and grow in a
cluﬂr*n at the mp of a ftem, the leaves of \»lnd\ .
m) cloth ;—another #mmor with
ows all over the-ifland : a reed, the

i, which. bears a Dmu]) of le
wlﬁtr; in Lhe mﬁm‘, and violet-coloured without
a diftance, that bouquet appears in the air ; it comes
from. the Cape, as does alfo a fort of tulip, bearing
but

Amone the flowe
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but two leaves, which lie upon the ground, and feem
o adhere to it: a Chinefe plant that fows itfelf, and
bears little flowers like roles ; upon its ftem there
are five or fix, v , from a deep blood-
red to the bri None of thefe flowers
have any fmell, .lnd thofe which are known to have
it in Europe, lofe it on their being tranfplanted hi-
ther,

Arors flourifh here; Their leaves turn to good
account,—the fap of them afford a’ medicinal gum,
and the threads are very fit for a manufacture of
cloth. They grow upon the rocks, and in the parts
fcorched by the fun. The one grows out in leaves,
ftrong, thick, and as large as a man, and is armed
with a long ﬂult' from the center grows a ftem as
high as a tree, furnithed with flowers, from which
drops gum-aloes in .s.prrh& ftate, The othiers are
upunht like tapers, feveral fpans high, and have a
number of very fh.lrp prickles about them : thefe Taft
are marbled, and refemble ferpents that crawl upon
the ground,

re feems to have treated the Africans and
Afiatics as barbarians, in having given them thefe
at once magnificent, yet monfirous vegetables, and
to have dealt with us as beings capable of fenfibi-
ity and fociety, Oh! when fhall I bieath the
es of the honeyfuckle ? ‘again repofe myfelf
npon a carpet of milk-weed, faffron, and blue- bells,
the food of our lowing herds ? and once more hear
Aurora welcomed by the fongs of the Labourer,
blefied with freedom and content,

Porr-Louts, Ile of France, May 29, 1769.

LB T-
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SHRUBS and TREES brought to the Ifie of
France.

P 11 E rofe-tree thrives fo well here, that hedges

a are made of it; but the flowers : [0 tuft
nor is the imell fo fine as ours ; th
rent {orts, among which, a {mall
in bloom all the year round. The jeffamines of Spain
and France are perfectly na lized in this foil ; thole
of Afia, I fhall 1 of in their place, There are
pomegranate-trees ith a double Hower, and with
yruit upon them, but they are good for little, The
myrtle does not grow fo beautiful here as in Provence,
Thefe are all the theubs from Europe.

Tuose from Alia, Africa, and America, are, the
Caffis * with a fcalloped leaf ; it is not at all like ours,
is a large fhrub, overgrown with yellow flowers of a
{trong fmell, that 1ok like fmall tufts ; it yields a
bean, with the grain of which they dyc black. Being
prickly, it makes good hedges.

Tue Foulfapattet, an Indian word, fignifying the
SEoemaker's flower 5 its flower rubbed upor leather.
J E >

* Black gurrant buh.

4 Thould rather fuppole it a corruption o f the Portugueze name,

$n swhich language, Fral de Zapate, or de Zopatero, figaifies, che
fhoe-flower, or the theemaker's fower, 7. o

{tains

k
-]
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ftains it black. The foliage of this fhrub is of a
beautiful green, and larger than that of the yoke-
elm ; in the middle of which glitter the flowers like
pinks, but of a decp red. They have nurferies of this
fhrub, of which there are various forts.

Tue Poincillade, originally from America, is a
fpecies of bramble, bearing girandoles of yellow and
ved Aowers, from which thoot tufts of a flame-colour.
This flower is very beautiful, but foon fades; it yields
a bean. Its leaves are divided like that of all
leguminous fhrubs.

Jaror bears flowers fhaped like a funnel, of a
crimfon red 3 they blow only in the night, and have
a fmell like the tuberofe. I have feen two forts of
them.

Tae Vine of Madagafcar, is a rattan of which they
make cradles ; it gives a yellow flower, Its downy
leaves feem as if covered with meal.

Taur Mougris is a jeffamine, with a flower like the
orange-tree.  Some have double, and fome fingle
flowers, of a very agreeable {mell.

Tz Franchipanier is fill another jeflamine, that
grows in the form of ftagwood ; from the extremity
of thefe hornes fprout bunches of long leaves, in the
center of which are large white flowers, fhaped like a
funnel, and of a charming fmell.

Tae Indian Lilach, grows here, and dies foon ; its
leaf is feolloped, and of a beautiful green. It is
loaded with clufters of flowers, which have a pleafant
{mell gh, and turn to feed. This fhrub rifes to
the of atree, and in a handfome form; its

Ity green
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utifi

not fo bea
ot grow he

green is finer, but Eov
thofke of our lilach, which does

THe Pepper-tree is a rattan, or pe, wh.cl
the ground like ivy ; it thoots well,
yet known w

-t
from Lll.n.\, as well
ommenly in India, as the ofier *is in B Lurope.

Tre Colton-tree grows in the drieft parts of the
, like a I'uuu it bears 2 pretty yellow Hower,
l‘”‘l containing, the flocks,
Cortton is not cultivated here, for want of mills to
grind ‘it ; and rill ground it'is not an article of
commerce,

THe Sugar-cane ripens here' in perfetion ; the
ts make an indifferent fort ‘of liquor of it,
they call flangourin.  There is but one fugar-

Tue Coffee-tree is the moft ufeful plant of any that
grmm here. It is a {pecies of jeffamine, its Aower ig
, leaves of fine green, fhaped like laurel-leaves,
and are oppofed to .adl other. It's* fruit is a red
olive, ika [ Lhu’r}, which feparates into two beans.
;h., :m at feven feetand a half a-funder,
and when they grow as high as fix feet, they crop
them. It lives feven years only, and w:\tn three
Id is in its prime. The annual produce of
is valued ar one pound of berries, - A black
can atrend to one thoufand feet of thefe in a year,
exclufive’ of what elfe he cultivates for his own fub-

The ifland does not yet -produce coffeé
h for it’s own confumption. The inhabitants
kon it to be next to the Mocha coffee in quality.
Amoxg
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Awmong the trees of Europe, the pine, the fir,
1 the oak grow to a middling ftature, and then
decay. 1 have alfo feen here cherry, apricot, med-
lar, apple, pear, olive, and mulberry-trees ; but
with fruit, muun‘\ fome of them had ﬂowers
The fig-tree produces a tolerable fruit, The vine
does not fucceed upon props ; but when in arboyrs,
bears grapes, which, like thofe in the gardens of
Alcinous, ripen one part aft er:* agood vin-
tage cannot therefore be ted. The peach-tree
gives fruit enough, and well tafted, but they are ne-
ver Jufcious. There is a white loufe that deftroys
them,

TFuese trees ‘are conftantly full of fap ; burying
them in the ground might perhaps be of ufe to re-
tard their vegetation. It is as neceffary here to pro-
teét them from heat, as from the cold in the North of
Germany.  Thefe trees lofe their leaves in what is
called-the cold feafon, that is, when it is fummer
‘with you ; notwithftanding, the heat and moifture

are &qu‘! to what you have in the fpring ; there muft
theretore be fome latznt caufe of vegetation of which
we are ignorant,

Forriow trees, brought here for curiofity only,
are the laurel, which thrives very well ; as does alfo
the Agatkis of various forts, the leaves of which are
fcolloped ; it bears bunches of flowers, white and
ftreaked, to which fucceed long leguminous pods.
The Chinefe frequently reprefent this fhrub in their
Jandfcapes.

* In Europe the finits of the fame tree are ripe nearly at the
fame time ; here "tis quite the contrary, they grow ripe in aregu-
lar fucceflion ; which caufes a remarkable difference in the tafte
of fruits gathered from one and the fame tree,

: Tae
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TrE Polché comes from India; it’s folia
¢d, the leaf is in the fhape of an htart. It
afant fhade, E u‘\-\rs no other purpc
ing fticky and good for nothir
the form L.f a medlar,

T'ue Bambsu at a diftance, looks li
*Tis a reed which grows 1
and fhoots out branches, f
rh::% o" the olive : i '!my make the, mn‘ft 'f

WS ra't, and its canes may v be Jpplud o ’l‘L Tame
UILS as the branches of ofier, The y Indiz
pi€tures in which this reed is badly enough repre-
fented.

Tre fruit-trees are the /1'1:.';7 whofe triangula
flower, of a folid fubftance, s like the'y
its fruit is like a pine-apple : when it is rip:
of a white and fweetith cr am, which fi
It is full of black kerne
but being very heair

tis f\.ll
nells ke the

Tre Mango is a very beautiful trec: The Indi-
ans often erl"L.rL'IE it upon their painted filks. It
is covered with fuperb girandoles of flowers like the
Indian chefnut. To thefe fucceed a number
of fruits, fhaped like a large Pac plumb, covered
with a rind which fmells like turpentine, This
fruic has a vinous and agreeable tafte; and, but
for its fmell. might vie with the beft fruits nf Lurope.
It is never prejudicial to thofe who egr it, and I
fhould think, a wholefome and pleafent drink might

* The Arte, or Ata, is the name piven by French naturalifts to
the fruitof the cinnamoa-t T3
be
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be made from it. This tree has one inconvenience
attending it---being covered with fruit at the time
of the hurricanes, which ftrip it of the greater
part.

Tuz Banana-tree grows every where. It has no
wood, or fto being only a tuft of flowers, which
{pring up in columns, and blow at the top in
large and long leaves, of a beautiful fattiny green.
At the end of @ year, there iffues from the fummit a
long ftem, all hung fruit in the form of a cu-
Lumbm ; two of thefe ftems are a load for a black ;
t, which is mealy, is alfo pleafant and very

ive. ‘The blacks are very fond of it; and it is
given to them on the firft of January, asa new year’s
mil ; they count their years of forrow by the number
of Banana feafts they have regaled at.  Linen cloth
might be made of thL hread of the banana-tree, The
l.mpL of the leaves like belts of filk, the length of
its item, the upper part of swhich Iungs down from
the height of a man, and L whofe violet-colour at the
end, gives it the look ef a Iup..nt s head, may have
occafioned its being called by the name of Adam’s
fig-tr “is fruic lafts all the year; there are ma-
ny forts of it; from the fize of a plumb, to the
length of a man’s arm.

Tue Gouyava-tree is fomething like a medlar. Its
flower is white, and its fruit finells like a bug. It is
aftringent, and is the only fruit of this country, in
which I have found worms.

Tue Fam-refe is a tree which affords a very fine
flmle though it does not grow high. It bearsa
Fruit of a fmell like a rofe- bud, and of a {weetifh,
but infipid tafte, 3
: TrHe
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Tae Popa, isa
!t grows faft, and rife

largc leaves. From
l[lw a {mall melon, oF an i
tafte like creffts. The bo;;_v DT this
fubftance like a rurnep. The female
flowers, only ; in form and imell as agreeable
honeyfuckle,

nd of fig-tree without branches,
s like a lnl] with a capital
trunk k ,...mts out a tru 4

Tue Badamier i
pu.lmﬁ, y for a fl ¥
ramid, in different ftories T
each other. Its foliage is very um, and it yields
almonds which are well tafted,

Tz Avecat i ¢ tree enough, Tt b
a pear (which e a large ftone,) of 2 i"ubli
tike butter. 'V l'm it is featoned with fi
ron juice, it is not bad to eat; though it is

Tuz Faca is a tree of a beauriful f
fruit it bears is a monftrous one.
large pumpkin, and has a rind that is green
ormsu.\ all over. It is full of feec ‘s
wh-Lh is a white fkin, fweet and n.lvwm is pm)d
to cat, but has an ugly fmell, like that of roten
cheefe. This fruic is nphrm ac, and the women
here are paflionately fond of it.

Tue fi’}mr.rfn& ree has a beautiful head ; its
leaves are oppofed to each other on one mk,
clofe at night, like moft other leguminous plants.
1t’s pod contains a mucilage which makes excellent
lemonade.

Orance-TREES are of many forts, -among them
is one yiclding an orange called a mandarine.
lal

.
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large kind of Pamplemouffe, of a red colour; and
but m idling tafte. ~ A citron * that bcan, very
large fi but with little juice in it.

Tue Cocoa-tree is planted here, ’tis a kind of
p1!wn which thrives in the fand : this is one of the
moft ufeful trees in the Indian trade, though it af-
fords nothing elfe than a bad fort of oil, and ca-
bles as bad in their kind., It is reckoned at Pondi-

iy each cocoa-tree is worth a piftole a year.
Gb praife of its fruit; but our

- fax will ever rred to cotton, for making
S cloth, our wines to its liquor, and our Tilberds to its

nut.

TrEe Cocoa-tree flourithes fo much the beft near
falt-works, that falc is always putin the hole, where-
aE in the fruic is fown,  to facilitate the blowing of the

5 bud . The cocoa feems defigned to Hoat in the
fea, by the wad which furrounds it, and helps to
bear it up, and by the hardnefs of its fhell, impene-
trable to the water. It does not open by a joint, as
our nus do, but the juice comes out at one of the
three orifices whiclr nature has contrived at its extre-
mity, and has afterwards covered with a cuticle,
Cocoa-trees have been found upon the borders of the
fea in defart iflands, and even upon fhoals of fand."
This, is the kind of palm which fringes the banks of

*® Cilled by the Baglilh in the Eaft-Indies, Pomplemofe, and
in the Wel-Indies, Shaddock. 7.

1 In thofe parts of the Eall-Tndies, where ffh aré in plenty, a
quantity of the refufe of them is laid about the bottom of every
cocoa-tree, But this prattice is very prejudicial to the health of the
inhabitants ;—the ifland of Bombay was the mott unwhollome of
all our fextlements, till a flop was put to the corruption of the d@ir
by thi al putrefaltion, and the patives now have recourfe to
tome lefs peftifeions manure for their cocoa-trees. T i

i
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the rivers between the tropics, as the fir docs thofe of
the north, and the date, thofe of the burning moun-
tains of Paleftine.

I temvk I am not deccived, in faying that the
cocoa is calculated to float upon the fea, and to fow
itfelf afterwards in the fands. = Every feed has its own
peculiar method of propagating itfelf ; but an invefti-
gation of this matter, would make me digrefs too
much from the fubjeét. I may, perhaps fome d
or other undertake it, and when ever I do, it will be
with delight. The ftudy of Nature compenfates for
our difappointments in the Ttudy of mankind, as we
cannot but trace throughout the whole, the harmony
with which Intelligence and Beneficence unite to ren-
der the fyftem com Bur if it were pofiible,
thatwefhould bedeceived even in this;—if all things
by which mankind is furrounded, were combined to
diftra& him ; at leaft, let our errors, be errors of our
cown choofing, and let us give the preference to thofe
which afford confolation, rather than excite difguft.

Tnose who imagine that Nature in raifing fo hi
the heavy fruit of the cocoa-tre¢, has loft fight
that law which decrees the pumpkin to creep upon
the ground, do not confider that the head of the
cocoa-tree 1s but fmall, and can therefore afford buc
Jittle fhade. “is under the leaves of the cak, men
{¢zk a fhelter from the fun’s fcorching rays, Why
not rather obferve, that in India, as in Europe, thote
trees witich bear a mellow fruit are but of a middling
height, that in falling it may not be deftroyed ; on
the contrary, thofe producing fruit of a hard nature,
as the cocoa, chefnut, acorn, and nut, are lofty,
their fruit being not liable to be damaged by fall-
ing, to the ground ? Murcc:vcr, the trees that are
furpithed with 3 number of leaves yield as well in

India
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“India as in Europe, a defirable fhelter without dan-
ger. There ‘are fome, as for inftance, the Foca,
which bear fruits of a very great fize ; but then they
bear them near to the trunk, and within reach of the
hand : ¢ Nature, which man is ever accufing of
imprudence, has contrived with equal bounty for his
fhelter,, and *his nourithment.

A kD of crab has been lately difcovercd to bur-
xaw at_the foot of the cocoa-tree. Nature fras pro-
vided this animal with a long claw, at the end of
which is a nail, ferving to extraét the fubftance ¥
the fruic by the holes I have deferihed. It has not
the large pincers of other crabs;—they would be ufe-
lefs to it. This animal is found upon the Ifle of
Palms, to the northward of Madagafear, difcovered
in 1769, by the thipwreck of the Hevreux, which
was loft there in going to Bengal.

At the ifle of Seckelje, there is juft difcovered a
gree bearing double cocoa-nuts, fome of which weigh
upwards of forty pounds. The Indians attribute
great virtues to it. They believe it to be a produc-
tion of the fea, becaufe the currents formerly threw
fome of them upon the coaft of Malabar, They
call i the fea-cocoa. This fruit, mulieris corporis bi-
Jurcationem cum natura & pilis reprafeniar. Tts leaf,
fhapedilke a fan, will cover half a houfe. Order is
obfervable in every work of nature,—the tree which
bears this enormous fruit, bears three or four only at
the moft : the common cocoa-tree bears bunchés of
more that thirty ; Thave tafted both, and think their
flavour very much alike: ‘They have planted the
fea-cocoa in the ifle of France, and it begins to bud.

Tuere are {till fome other rees, which though.cu-

rious, are of lirtle or no ufe, as the Dasr, which fel.
1

dom
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dom bears fruit ; the Palm, which is called her
Arague 5 and that which produces fago. Th
Jicier; and the Cufboe; bear flowers, but no
"The Canellier; (of which I have feen avenues
pear-tree in growth and leaves. Its little bunc
flowers finell like excrement;  Its cinnamon has \\1}.
little of the aromatic. There is only one cac
in the ifland ; and the fruits of this neve
They thould br ulgthlt]u 1 the mufe
Time will decide as to the fuccefs of thefe trees;
tranfplanted from under the Line to 20 deg. ur
latitude. y

SomE time ago, were plmtcd here, layers of thc
Ravinefara, a fpecies of the mufcadine of M [
of the Mangousian and the Lirchi, which are
produce the fineft fruit in the w orld ; the Pernis,
whence is extracted an oil to preferve furniture ; the
tallow-wood, its feeds are impregnated with a kind of
wax ; a tree from China, which bears ci in
bunches, like raifins ; the filver tree of the Cape,
and laftly, the Tecgue-wood, nearly equal to the oak
for buiding of fhips. The greater part of thefe trees
vegetate here with difficulty.

Tue climate of this ifland feems too cold for the

arees of Afia, and too hot for thofe of Europe.  Pliny
obferves, that the temperament of the air is more
neceffary for the culture of plants, than the quali
of the foil ; and fays, that in his time, pepper and
citron-trees were feen in Italy, and incenfe-trees in
Lydia; but that they merely vegitated: I am how=
ever of opinion, that the Coffee-tree might be natus
ralifed in the fouth of France, for it delights in a

* The trée of whofe fruit choctlate is madé. 7.
4 “Fhey awere brought in 3770,
cool
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e expenfive experi-
cly be carried on by any but Prin-
the acqui ﬁtmn of one pl*n[ unknown
circumftance, by which a whole
may be bene at purpofe hav
the wars ent ? Of what confeq
is it now-a-d hat Mi te5 Was ONce Conquer:
Ld by the Rum ns, and Montezuma by the :;pdm-
“L'nl Europe might
ble trophies ;
but whole provinces in G‘ bfift upon po-
tatoes hmu‘}‘ from America, and our fair ladies
for the cherries they eat, to Lucullus.
y; but for this, our

cis; an
before, is

for my
health, I will make a ¢ Chinefe fa-
fhion ; —the fituation thq, delightin, is on the banks
of a ri —th chufe an irregular piece of
ground, on which are old trees, la rge rocks, and
rifing hills. They form round it a burmdmy of
rug, ed rocks, placed upon one another, fo that their
jum_m annot be perceived, Hereon grow clumps
of fol sﬁswm’r ia, tendrils with blue and purple flowers,
4 of mofs of rent colours, A fiream of
meanders among thefe vegetables, whence it
efcapes in cafcades,  Health and enjoyment are
diffufed over fuch a fpot as this, while the Eu-
ropean’s garden prefents him with no other view but
that of a dreary brick-wall,

Or the hollow grounds they make pieces of
waser, which they fock with .'t"h furround with
{ banks
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and plant wich trees. They are
that no level fpot or ftrais
r 3 nor any mafonry; How often
{lill of hv arti! mar the fim-

ca

is
nches afford a
rays of the fin.

s, difcovering to you
at onee ; Lms Wind paths,
m to your view in an

- “obj ftatues, or vales, ufelef;
bending unc
adorned with rofe-bufk
—the mind is at the fame time
1 fonnet or epigrem upon the bark
philofophical maxim upon

orchard,—a park,—a

age of them all;
lls, woods, and plains;
s to the perfection of
s no more ide
of cutting a Aowering
n of a cheft of tea.

Lm re is no leaving lheﬁ
] 1 kind of ngnt for
my ]mrr 1 woui'i enhance the Plf.zhms of them;
by

B
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by the fociety of an amiable woman, and by hav-

ing in my neighbourhood fuch a friend as your-
felt.

Port-Louts, Fuly to, 1769,

LA E D B B e SDEV

ANIMALS brought to the ifle of France.

UCH pains have been taken for the improve-
&) ment of this colony, that even foreign fifhes
have been imported to ity the Gourami comes from
Batavia, ’tis a frefh-water fith, like a falmon, but of
a finer flavor, being reckoned the beft fifh that is
caten in India. The Chingfe Goldfij/h is brought here,
but lofes its beauty as it increafes in bulk. Thefe
two fpecies breed very falt in the ponds and lakes,

It has been atrempted, but without fuccefs, to
bring frogs here, that they might eat the eggs which
the mufquito lays upon the furface of the ftanding
waters.

But a bird has been brought from the Cape, that
is of infinite fervice, they call it the Gardener’s Friend.
It is brown, the fize of a large fpatrow, and lives
upon worms, fnails, and {fmall ferpents, which it not
only cats when preffed by hunger; but makes an

K 2 ample
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them upon the prickles
of the hedges. I have feen  but one of them, which,

though deprived of its liberty, reta ned the manners
of its kind, and fufpended the meat which was given
it, upon the wires of its

ample ftore of, by f

Janfonnet *,
ers but little fror
is lefs !,,( tre

tude to t.

is the marein, a fpe
a yellow beak and claws.
ours, except in plul
chirping, however, as
and to mimi¢ other bir
It will perch 1.}( on, and peck 4t beafls
, but the prey it lmnuu with an unwea
shopper, numbers of
Tl

After a general ch
p, and at day
quarters of the

p:
bird is not f
though fhoor

lll\.ﬂl is prohibited.
25 adored at Lem-
the gral

fhot,

oofe in the
hree cocks
accufed
were at

are all thi
them of
once aceu

killing

T ravages of the C
i s of {mall rari
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of thefe forefts that is heard to fing. They were
brought here firft as curiofities, but fome of them
efcaped to the woods, where they breed very faft,
and live upon the fpoils of the harvelt, Govern-
ment gives a reward to any body that Kills' one.

TrEeRE is a beautiful titmonfe here, with a num-
ber of white fpecks on the wings ; an d the cardina’,
whofe head, neck, - and belly, at a particular !m.i’cm
of a lively r the reft of its plumage is of a
pearl-coloured grey.—This bird comes from Bengal.

Tuere are three forts of partridges, all fmaller
than ours. The of the male refembles that of
a cock when “hoarfe ; they rooft at night upon the
trees, for fear of th(, Tats.

Tuey have put in the woods fome pintadges *,
and Chinefe pheafants, and into the Jakes fome “'C{iL
and wild ducks 'lhty have alfo tame ducks htll,
efpecially the Manilla ones, which. are very beau-
tiful ; and European barn-door fowls ; a fpecies of
fowl from Africa, whofe fleth and bone are black ;
a fmall fpecies of fowl from China, the cocks of
which are very fierce and bold, and for ever a
j,gh ing with the Indian cocks. I faw one of them
artack a large Manilla duck, which feized the lit-
tle c}nrnpmn with its beak, and fmothered it with
its belly and claws : and ahhuugh the cock is fome-
times drawn half dead from this perilous fituatien,
it will return to the charge with redoubled fury.

Many people make a great deal of money of their
poultry, on account of the fearcity of other provifi-

* So called by the Spaniards, from the beauty of its plumage,
which feems as if painted. It is believed by fome to be theStarm
Bird, or Procellaria Capenfis. T

L A /m,,K(S ons,
(el pen TiH




134 V.OYAG E tothe IsLe oF Eranc:

pns. Pigeons fucceed well, and are the beft birds
of f‘.r-hf in the ifland,  They alfo brought twa

f\ccus of turtles, and of h:

Tuere are in the woods wild goats, wild hogs,
and efpecially ftags, which had multiplied to fuch
a degree, that mmlL fquadrons were luppl'ut with
venifon for provifions; Their flefh is very good;
efpecially during the m(m.lm of April; May, ]um-
July and Auguli— Some of thiem have’ been taken
when young, and broumlt up tame ; but they will
not breed in that ftate,

Amonc thofe that we may call the domeftic
quadrupeds, - are fheep that fatten -and lofe their
s that thrive prodigioufly, and oxen of
the Madagafcar breed, that have a, great wen up-
on their nLL ; the cows of -this breed give Imt
very little milk ; thofe from Europe give much
more, but their C‘ﬁ\’l..s degenerate, . -1 once,
two cows and two bulls from Bengal, which werg
no bigger than an afs. This breed did not fucs
ceed.

fometimes not to be got,
Pork . is the ns, and is
better than our’s in Lu‘opc, notwithftanding which,
will not falt to keep, on account of the lt’s
being: too fharp or ac! id. The female of this ani-
mal, is fubjeds in this ifland to bring: forth man-
flers, T was once fhewn a little pig
[pirits, the fnout of which was produced in the
manner of an elephant’s trupk.

BuTcHERS meat
it

Hogrses are very dear, and by no mgans fine
pnes. A common horfe cannot be bought for lefs
than a hundred piftoles, They fall to decay very

foon
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foon at the Port, from the exceflive heat. T
never are fhod, thou land is fo rocky.
Mules are rarely feen. s are fmall, and but
few in number. The afs would be a truly ufeful
animal in this country, as it would lighten the fevere
labours: of the poor negroes. Every load, how
heavy foever, is carried on the heads of the flaves,

A sworT time fince, two beautiful wild afles were
ought from the Cape, a male and fe ,—they
W of the fize of a mule, and firiped on the
fhoulders like the zcbra, from which, however,
they differed in other refpe@ts. Thefe animals,
though young, were not to be ramed.

Tue breed of cats degenerates greatly on this
ifland, they grow lean and thin flanked. The rats
fearcely fear them,—the dogs are therefore the rat-
cacchers, and my Favorite has often diftinguifhed
himfelf in this fervice. I have feen him ftrangle the
largeft rat of the fouthern hemifphere. The dogs
at the long run, lofe their hair and their fenfe of
fimelling ; but it 1s faid that they never go mad here,

Port-Lovis, Fuly 15, 1769.

K4 E ET-
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We went about a dozen paces down the rocks
at the mouth of it, and then found ourfelves in a
vaft, and far more fpacious caye than 1 had ever
feen before. - ;

Its vault is formed of a black rock.

Trs width was about thirty-feet, and its heighth,
twenty.

Tue foil is very compaét and adhefive, and is
covered with a fine earth.

Arovc each fide of the cavern, about breaft-high,
extenids a large fillet with mouldings, which T fup-
pofe to be the work of the waters, which flow
down in the rainy feafon, of different heights ;—
the land, as well as river fhells that we faw here,
confirm this conjefture. Yet the country people
fancy it to be the ancient crater of the volcano. It
rather appeared to me as having been the bed of
fome fubterranean river,

Tre vaulted roof is covered with a fort of dry
ng varnith, or ftony concretion, which extends
to the ‘fides, and'in fome places, even to the
floor of the cave, and forms thereon ferruginous fta-
latites, which broke and crackled under our feet,
as if we had been walking upon frozen fnow.

Wk walked on for {fome time, and found the {oil
perfeétly dry, except at about three hundred paces
trom the entrance, where a part of the roof is
mouldered away. ' The water had ocozed through
in this place, and had fettled in different parts of the
ground beneath.

From

i
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Ewom thence the roof gradually lowered, *til} we
at length obliged to ge upon our hands and
knges ; being almoft fifled with heat, I would go
no further. My companions being more cyrious,
mo! tive, and in 3 proper defhabille, continued
their route.

WEH

As I retu

filaments. It was more than ten feet
ther branches nor leaves, nor did it appear to have
ever had either. It was unbroken at both ends, and
was filled with a kind of mi e,

I returned to the entrance of the grotto, and far
down to breathe the frefh air, and 1n a little time
heard an inarticulate noife, and thep, by the light of
the flambeaux the Nearoes carried, faw my fellow-
travellers returning in their cap: i
fo dirty and fo red, that th fo many
actors in an Englith tragedy. y were bathed in
fweat, and all befmeared with this red earth, over
which they had crawled upon their bellies, without
being able to go mugh farther than I had done.

Thris cavern chokes and fills up daily. Methinks,
magnificent ftare-houfes might be conftructed, by
making partition-walls to kccp out the water.

We returned home that evening.—This excurfion
made me delirous of another. I had been invited on
my firlt arrival by Meonfieur de Meflin, who lives
about feven leagues from Port-Louis, upon the
Black.River, to fpend fame days at his houfe. As
his pirogue came every week to Port-Louis, I took
the opportunity of going in her on her return.—The
peroguc
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pirogue is a kind of boat cut out of 3 fingle piece of
wood, and goes either with oars or fails,

Wx embarked at midnight, and in about half an
hour rowed out of the harbour, The fea ran high,
and dafhed with great violence upon the breakers,
over which we were feveral times driven by the
furf, without knowing ir, The night being very
dark, the mafter told me he would land, as he
thought it dangerous to progeed till day-light,

Wz had gone, I fuppofe, about a league and a
half s the blacks ied me to fhore on their
fhoulders 5 after which they took two pieces of
wood, one of wvelsutier, the other of bambeu, and
kindied a light by rubbing them together. This
pratice is very ancient; Pliny tells us, it was in
ufe among the Romans, and that nothing is fo fic
for the purpofe of itriking fire, as a piece of ivy-wood
rubbed againit the laurel.

Our people feated themfelves round the fire,
{inoaking their pipes, which are a kind of crucible
at the end of a long reed, and which they hand round
as they fit. I gave them fome Eau-de-Vie, then
‘\_'dr:tjpping myfelf in my cloak, went to fleep on the
and.

At five o’clock they called me to go on board
again, « The day breaking, I faw the tops of the
mountains- covered with thick clouds, which blew
along at a great rate ; the weather was hazy, and
the wind drove the fog along the vallies ; the main
fea grew white with foam, and the perGnC carrying
both her fails, made a great way.

Waer
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is Patois

Wl a n]()d\(rlulh thort and hm
f wind, o viol s to obli
bom our fai The mafte ]
ron, ¢ (an’est pas i;s )

£
me, that afol b fm, mc l‘“‘
and drowned one of his co

nd
ity of landing ;

It was a les-fhore,
that there was no pofli
pafied the ifland, we could not have made
without the utmoft d
carry fail, the mep
grew more and mor
fary to haften as much as }.nh
ing drank fome eau-d
dint of arms, and at
rimes overfet, we once mor
water, ‘and coafted along berween t

breakers.

s

eir Ex ief in Predeft
mr]'fe n\ them :
olophy

pep about nine in the morning at the mouth
at-River : M. de Meflin was agreeably
r\1.;;1!'1.'_r'd at the arrival of hi: p'u'nfruL which he did
day, and nmn(. me with the utmoit
cordiality. His eftare includes all the vall
which the river Aows.— It is imperfedt)
in the chart drawn by the Abbé de iL Ca

Je has omitted 2 branch of the mount on the
pight-
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right-hand fhore, which ex
montory du

ds towards the pro-
the courfe of the
river is not fo ftrait as he re prefents it, for at a fhort
1 s dif -‘r;cc from the n.wcrh, it tarns to the left
hand, This learned
C lcn;:tum of the out-lir
pole to make ad

River f game, venifon, and b
ere at dinner ¢ ne (l.t\j a qu i
cs I s+ were {een in the
bay, we
the entrance,
great quantry “of the fword-
turtles, and other kind

were elcaped.

caft nets a-crofs
ore, we found a

Tae urmoft regularity and good order is obferved
s in every other pi.m\ ion I have been at.
The negroes e abbins are ranged in lines, like tents in
a camp, Each man has a {mall piece of ground al-
lotted him for growing tobacco and (ruurd, .,_ﬂ.)L
and poultry, are bred in great numbers upon thefe
plantations.  The harvefts are plentiful, but receive
grear damage fram the fwarms of grafshoppers.

4 The convenience of comr s from thence to
the town, is inconvenient and |1r.;£"lm)1.ls, 1t bun-r
unpuiﬁblt for a carriage of any burden to get 1lunn’
by land, the roads are 10 bad ; and the wind l)un(r
in gene ral contrary on the voyage fiom thence to the

Port.

A kind of fea-cow.
* I with the aialhor had furnifhed us wich this plan, 7

: ArTER
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ArTer a ftay of a few days; 1 dcterml'u’r! to rtturn
to town by a tour over ‘h
this purpole my hoft furn e with a guide, and
2 par of piftols, leit 1 fhould meet with any of the

* Maren Negroe

I fer out at two in th
plancation of M. d (In!]i;r_n about tl'u‘ce leagues off,
where T propofed to lay tf m night:
but foot-paths over the rock
“When I md gone aver tk
I found [y felf in a vaft fore
row path only is grubbed up,
h\' a lone
.';\n(
who now di
this gloomy
his houfe not being ]m own,
except th
he was fitting a
with his Jegs
ing himftlt w
juice of red mulberries, b
ed therewith,

1 fguandered a confid
gs on a wretched and »
, without property ;
"u'l

] ('..:nr, in his ﬂ:m and drawers
ked and his fleeves tuck

felt being all over fmtar

* The Datch who came here in the year 1638, vpon forming
a fettlemett, found felves in want of flaves, for the caltivas
tion of their lands, and applied to the French; who were fettled
‘on the ifland of Mada opl! ith f F
tives from thence for this purpof
fold them ¢h
ntirbitarits

Jent ta
the Mauritius, fed from dde to the woods, from whence
they made fuch centingal ions upoh their former maflers,
that at lengih they determined 1o quis the place, racher than be
fubjeét to the dangers which conftantly attended them, The
flaves were now the fole refiants ; fuch of their progeny as efcaped
the vigilance of MonficurdelaBourdonnais, are the Maron ne-
fifoes, mentioned by the agthor, 71

Frowm

b
i
&
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Frowm thence, about half an hour's walk brought
me to the fide of tamarind-river, whofe warers
flowed with a loud noife over a bed of rocks. My
black found a ford, and carried me over upon his
fhoulde I faw before me the mountain of three
paps, which rofe to a very great height, and on the
other fide was the plantation of Palina. My guide
perfuaded me to go along the fide of this mountain,
afluring me that we could not fail of finding the path
that led to the top. We got quite round it, after
having walked above an hour : but fecing the man
was at a lofs, 1 returned immediately, and again
reached the foot of the mountain, before the fun was
fet. I was much fatigued, and very thirfty, and could
1 have got water, would have paffed the night there,
Bur I determined ctherwife, and alcthough there was
no fign of a path, began to afcend the mountain thro
the woods, being fometimes forced to clamber over
huge rocks, or to drag myfelf along by the trees,
=nd at oth being fupported by my black fervant,
who came after me. I had not walked half an houry
before night came on, anhd was then without guidey
except the fteepnefs of the movntain, Not a breath
of wind was ftirring, the air was intenfely hot,—and
ready to faint with hear, fatigue, and thirft, I lay
down feveral times, determining to ftay all night
where I was. At length, after an infinite deal of
trouble, I perceived that 1 afcended no longer.  Soon
after, a breeze from the fouth-eaft refrefhed me ex=
ceedingly, and the appearance of fome lights at a
diftance, afforded me an ad nal comfort. The
fide T had quitted was inveloped in toral darknefs.

&

I xow began to defeend, and frequently flid down
upon my back, without being able to prevent it.
The noife of a rivulet was my only guide, and I at
Tength reached it; very much bruifed. Although ina

Violent
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violent perfpiration; I drm'ek heartily, and hav
fele Iurlﬁam under my | , had the additional rrood
fortune to find fome w.ml ,! of which l ate
feveral handfuls. I continued to approach the fire
I faw before me, carrying my piftols ready cocked
in my hand, fearing I might find an affembly of

on negroes ; but it proved to be a part of the
wood that was lately cleared, in which there were
feveral trunks of trees ftill burning. No body was
near. I halloo’d, and lif in IV]}:LS at laft to
hear the bark 1 vain, no r:n.n
{founds were to be heard, tl
the brook, and the whiftl

g

ing of a deg,—but

that belonged to
One of them con
midnight, and every body
whom our noife had awaker
malter was abroad ;—he, h
accommodation the houfe
the morning, intending to go to Mr. Jacob’s, who
lived about two leagues off up:m the high grounds of
Williams-plains ; a tine broad road bumg cleared all
the way to his houfe, I fo rived there, and was
received with h ufual hoff

.J.l\)"l'(il me (lJ.l[ his
1 all the
1 rofe early in

>

THE
and the place [ had ju

air is fo much colder here than at the Porrt.

t left, that I found the fire
fide the beit fic n towards evening. This p
is the belt cultiv of any in the \\h()h iflz
and is watered by feveral rivulets, fome of wlu(.h
elpecially one llll\f call the deep-river, runs in beds

of

ate
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of a depth frightful to look down. The road from
hence to town running clofe by the fide of this ri
ver, on my return 1 obferved it particularly, and
fuppofe I could not be lefs than three hundred feet
above its ‘channel. The fides are covered by five or
fix ftories of very large trees, rifing one above ano-
ther ; a fight which gave me a violent fwimming in
my head.

As T came nearer to the town, I perceived the
heat of the air increafe, and the herbage infenfibly

lofe its verdure, till I reached the Port, where every
thing is dry and barren.

Porr Lovis, duguff 15, 1769,

L LET:
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L ETT E R XVIL

JOURNEY ON FOOT OVER THE ISLAND!

N Officer had propofed to me a tour roun
A_ the ifland on foot, but juft before we
to have fer our, excufed himifelf from going,—I
therefore determined to go alone.

I knew I sht depend upon_Céte, one of the
King’s blacks, w! vho had accomp: nied me before 3
he was litcle, but he was very itrong, of .J'agm\ul
fidelity, fober, of few words, and fearlefs of dan-
ger.

I Hap bought a flave a litdle time before; a
called him by your name, hoping iz would be an
omen in his tavo He could not fpeak French,
nor was his conf on healthy ; but he was well
made, and of a very decent appearance.

I rook my dog with me by way of guard in
the night, and to look out for game in the
day time.

Knowing that I fhould be very often alone, and
that thefe woods were without inns, I provided
every thing which I thought might be neceffary for
mylelf or my })LOPIL My baggage weighed two
hundred })uum.s an C[:nﬁﬂed of a kettle, fome
plates, a quantity of rice, bifcuit, maize, a dozen

of
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of wine, fix bottles of eau-de-vie, fome butter, fu-
gar, "citrons, falt, tobacco, a finall hammock, linen,
a plan of the ifland, fome books, a fabre, and a
loalk
Cloak.

I prvipzo the whole into four packs, two of fixty
pounds, and two of forty 3 and got them tied to the
ends of two very ftrong reeds. Cére took the hes vieft,
and Duva! the L for art, was in my
waiftcoar, and ca clled gun, a pair

of piftols in my pocket, and my couteau de chafle,

I peTErMINED to begin my courfe on the leeward-
fide of the ifland, propofing to keep conftantly clofe
to the fhore, that I might form a judgment of its
defence, and to make obfervations upon any objeéts
of natural hiftory which might prefent.themfelves,

M. de Chazal offered to accompany me as far as
his eftate, fituated five leagues from the town, in the
plains of Saint Perer, and M. le Marquis &’ Albergati,
agreed to do the like.

Wk fer out early in the morning of the 26th of
Auguft, and went all the way along fhore. From
Fori-Blane, to the left of the Port, the fea wathes a
fandy ftrand, that is not at all fteep, ’tll it gets to
the point of a plain, on which Panlm batrery is raif-
ed; though this thore is level, a defcent would be
impracticable, on account of a long bank of rocks,
which run along fhore at two mufquet-thots diftance,
and forms a natural defence. From this place the
thore becomes fteep, and the fea runs fo high, thatit
would be impofiible to land hereabouts ; and it would
be equally impofiible for cavalry or artillery to make
good their landing wpon the pluin, becaufe of the
vocks with which it is covered all over, There are

2 no

e
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no trees, excepta few mapous and velousiers. The
fhore is no longer fteep at liitle-river bay, where there
is a {mall bartery.

Hzrze we dined with M. de Seligny, a man of fin-
gular merit. E fhiewed s the plan of a machine,
hv which he anal to the Neptune, a fhip that
was run a-ground here in the hurricane in 1760,
They were “two iron rakes, put in 1‘1EJ..I(II‘I by two
11rgg wheels that wert o arges 3 and
whofe Ln\é‘[ was increafed b) lLvels again fupported

alfo a cotton-mill of his invention, which

va ormed of a number
nders, in a parallel pofition to each
e taught to hold the cotton to two
s and the feed re-
mains. This fame mill anfiwered the purpofe of a
pair of bellows to a forge,—to grind meal,—and to
coil, He informed us, that he had d:icuul:‘d
in of coal, fome iron ore of an earth very pro-
per for making crucibles, and that the cinders, which
e called vyfmfw burnt with coal, produced gl
{es of a variety of colours.  In the afternoon we took
leave of this ufeful and unrequited member of fo-
ciety.

Wi teok a path which was about a mufquet-fhor
from the fhore, and having forded the river Bedeifle,
whofe mouth is very narrow, after walking about a
quarter of a league we entered a wood, which leads
to M. de Chazal’s houfe. This eftate, whichis called
St. Peter’s-Plains, is ftill more rocky, than the reft of
the way, In places, the negroes were obliged
to lay down their burdens, and to aflift us to clamber:
W th we were within half an hour’s walk of ouvr

journey’s
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Journey’s end, Duval, being no longer able to ftand
under his load, was obliged to lay it down. We
were much perplexed by this accident ; for nj
was coming on, and the other negroes were gone be-
fore. How was he to be found again if we left him
in thefe woods ? I ftruck a light with the lock of my
gun, and kindled a fire with fome ftraw and dry fticks;
after which we left Dyval there, and when we got
home, we fent fome blacks to feck for him, and bring
his packs. :

Taz fhore is very fteep and cragpy between the
Litsle-River and 8¢, Perer’s-Plains. My companiong
found among the rock the purple-fith of Panama,
and a variety of other thell-fith.

Auguft 27, we refted the whole day. This ftony
foil is well enough adapted to the culture of cotton,
the thread of which is bur fhort, The coffee that
grows here is of a good quality, but yields very
little, as ufual in dry places.

28th, We fet out at 8 o'clock in the morning,
and in the courfe of our journey forded the rivers
Dragen and Galet, at the laft 'of which the fhore
ceafes to be fteep ; and we had from thence the
pleafure of walking upon a fine fand by the fea-
fide, along a large plain, which leads as far as the
bay of Zamarinds. It may be about a quarter of a
league broad, and more ‘than a league long. No-
thing grows upon it : but I think cocoa-trees might
be planted to advantage, as they thrive in a fandy
foil. To the right, there is a ftream of bad water,
running the length of the whole wood.

In fome parts, which the fea has left dry, we
fuund fome fofil madrepores, which prove that the
fea
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fea once wathed over this thore. We dined upon
the rigl of Tamarind-bay, and then my com-
panions left me, and returned back,

Frowm Bl River,
M. Meffin’s, and
that night. I ford
n thence kept along the fhore v

wd fatigue than I expeéted :
and craggy 3 all the
Among “Chefe
and the fame kind of 4
of before.

I had bur a fhort Ie

we got to Black- Rnu
nd many forts of cra
ins- that I have 1luukm

a fand, and a lznd-
, if the fituation at the
did not fubject thofe who pted it to

A 7 at the point of the fand,
" fhore of the Blac would be

1 of this b
ffected he

botte

cht, be

inued
I found the great conch,
azmiral,

h and zoth, at low water I con
the fhore

d the fau

Tue 311, 1 off at fix ' this morning, and
affed the Black-River at a ford, r ii!l, hm*[..;
of

however, 1 did, and it

All along this
in grear numbers :
walking

a-crofs




et

)
:

\
3

VOYAGE ftothe IsLe or France. 151

fome eau-de-vie for Cére and himfelf to drink, and to
bathe his wound. As they were heavily laden, I
thought it proll_lcr to make two halts in a day, to
confine my walks to the morning and evening, and
to give them all the refrefhment T could, This lictle
indulgence gave them ftrength “and: fpirits,—they
would have followed me to the end of the world.

Berwzew the two mouths of the Black-River, a
ftag, purfued by hounds and hunters, came ftrait to-
wards me. The poor beaft wept and panted : as I
could not fave it, and was unwilling zo kill ic, I fired
one of my charges in the air, He then took to the
water, and was overtaken and killed by the dogs.
Pliny obferves, that this a 1, when prefled by the
hounds, will fly for protetion to a man, I ftopped
at the firft rivuler I came to, after having pafied the
Black-River ; it runs into the fea oppofite to a little
ifland, called Tamarina’s-iffe, which is not defcribed
upon the chart; one may get to it on foot at low
water, as alfo to the little ifland, called Morne, where
yeflels fometimes perform quarantine.

I sap every thing neceffary for dinner, but fome-
thing to eat. Seeing a pirogue of a Malabar fither-
man pafs along the coaft, T alked them if they had
any fifh on board ; they fent me a very fine muller,
but would not let me pay any thing for it. I made
my kitchen at the foot of a taramague-iree; 1 lit a fire,
while one of my negroes went in fearch of wood, and
the other of witer, that where I was being brackith,
I made a hearty dinner of the fith, upon which I alfp
regaled my fervants,

I osservED fome pieces of the rocks to be ferru-
ginous, and abounding in ore. There is a ridge
of rocks, extending from the Black-River, as far 1as

) the
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the promontery of Brabant, which is the moft lce-
ward point of the ifland. There is but one plice ta
land at behind the little ifland, called T-:.-p.f.:m::i’s-

#fland.

Ar two in the afternoon I fet out again, but walk-
ed with more circum{pection than h:mu- “ Thad now
twenty 1u1guu to go through a defart part of the
u’l.'nd1 where there are no mrm than two inhabitants,
except the Maron negroes, who harbour H(u,;ibmlt\
I ordered my men to keep clofe; and my dog, who

fed -always to run before, now ‘kept very neat
nw. d av the leaft noife Jmclu.J up his e
fopy he ﬁxm"\ fer Wwe were not ame
men, Thus Ik in good orc
following the lhon, whic! i
of fmall bays. To the le
the moft prc‘" und folitude ‘reigns, b'Lhmd Lh e,
runs a tract of hills, the tops only of w
fee ; the foil here is Lnr] 00f, NOtWi
by the.polchers, a fpe
and fome othe lmr\ it was-evident that a fettlement
had been art;mptu’. I had the precaution to tz
fome bottles of water with me, and ’tywas wéll I
{o, for the rivulets marked in Lhc! plan, were entirely
dried up. . i 3

l'HF continual bleeding of my negro’s wound,
made 'me very uneafy : T walked very flowly, and
at four o'clock made another halt, "As night ap-
proached, I would not attempt to go round the
promontory. lut «cut a-crofs the wood, over the
sfthmus which joir ains. This
ifthmus is a hill of 2 middli g height, - Upon this
eminence I met a black bc\rmrnn'v to M, le Nor-
mand, whofe houfe I was going to, and from which
I was not above a quarter of aleague. : This mar
went-

a o

- g
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1 looked with
A houfe

z n, if any
\s I defcended the hill, a
black came and’ brought me 2 jug rater, and
told me, that 1 was impatiently cxpefted at the
houfe. 1 got there. It w long building of pal-
lifadoes, ‘covered with the leaves of 'the lasanier.
Eight negroes belo to the p
were nine perfons in family ; th
five children, a young lady re amily, and
a friend. The mafter was abroad : all this I learnt
from the negro as T went along,

yent on before, while I ftopped,
delight ‘upon the profpect of tf
built here would be in a cha
freth water” were ‘near

Tuere was but one ln:'gc room, and of this the
whele houfe confifted ; in the middle was the kit
chen 5 at one end, they kepe their ftores, and here
alfo lay the fervants ; at the other was the bed where
lay the mafter and his wife ; it was covered with a
cloth by way of tefter, upon which was a hen fit-
ting upon eggs ;—under the bed were fome duck
pigeons harboured among the leaves of the roo
and at the door were three grear dogs,

Avy the implements both of the hufbandry and
houfewifery were hungup againft the walls. "What
was my furprife at finding the-miftrefs of this wretch-
ed dwelling, to be a very handfome genteel woman,
Both fhe and her hufband were of good families in
France. They had come here feveral years fince,
to_ feck their fortune ; and had quitted their rela-
tions, their friends, and their country, to pafs their
days in rthis defart, where nothing is to be feen
but the fea, and the frightful cliffs of* the promon-
tory of Brabant ; but the air of contentment and
good-nature about this young mother of a family,
ned to make every body happy who came near
: er,
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her, She gave fuck to her youngeft child, wl
the four others ftood round her, playful and con-
tented.

T coml

Suerer time being
afforded was ferved up w
—This meal appeared a v
1 could nor help being firy
the pigeons flutteri
kids and the
a variety of animals in per
amiable family, and with each oth
ful fports, the folitude of the place, the murmur-
ing noife of the fea, all combined to prefent ¥
imagination, a p of thofe times when the chil-
dren of Noah, defcended upon a new earth,

afreth to partake of the domeftic cnjoyments they
had fo long been ftrangers to,

Arrir fupper, I was fhewn to my lodging-room,
which was a littde hut, newly built of wood, at a.
bout two hundred paces irom the houfe, The
door was not yet puc up ; but I clofed the open-
ing with the boards of which it was made.
my arms in | readinefs, the Maron negroes being
very numerous in this part. A few years ago, a-
bout forty of them, retired to the promontory, and
began to make plantations. An attempt was made
to take them ; but fooner than fuffer this, they al}
threw themfelves into the fea.

SepTEMBER I, the mafter of the houfe having
returned home in the r{uaded me to defer
my journey till afternoon ; promifing to accompany
me part of the way, It was no more than three
fhort leagues to Belle-gmbre, the lall plantation, or
houfe that I fhould find. Madame de Normand

herfelf,
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herfelf, prepared a remedy to apply to the wound of
my poor negro. She made over the fire a kind
of Samaritan’s Balfam, with turpentine, fugar, wine,
and oil. His wound being drefled, I fent him on
before with his cor At three o’clock, I took
leave of this hofpitable houfe, and of the amia-
ble and excellent miftrefs of it. Her hufband
and I fet out. He was a very robuft man ; and
his arms, legs, and face were exceedingly fun-burnt,
He worked himfelf in the plantation, as well as in
cutting down and ¢ aring away trees, Nothing gave
him concern, he faid, but the ill health his wife
brought upon herfelf by bringing up her children ;
and that the hdd lately added to the fatigue, by rak-
ing upon her the charge of an orphan. He told me
only his grievances, for he could not but perceive
how fenfible I was of the happinefs he enjoyed.

We croffed a rivuler near the houfe, and walked
upon the green fod as far as point Corail, Here
the fea runs up into the ifland, ‘between two chains
of perpendicular mountains : we followed this chain
thro' broken and rugged paths, and fometimes
fwinging by the rocks. ™ Our greateft difficulty was
on t%&: fide of the bay, in doubling what they call
the Cape. T faw feveral negroes pafling it; " they
ferambled along the fide of the rock, and had they
made one falfe ftep, muft have fallen into the fea.
In bad weather this paffage is impracticable, the fea
beating in, and breaking among the rocks in a moft
frigh:fgu] manner. Ina calm, {mall veffels can come
into the bay, at the end of which they load with
wood. Luckily for us, the King’s Senax the Defire,
was then in the bay, and we borrowed her boat to
crofs it. ‘M., le Normande went over with me, and
we then took leave of each ogher, and parted.

AFTER
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Arter three hours walking over a green fod, 1
reached the other fide of I mut St Mariin. . Some.
times I walked upon the
the turf, which grew in th
1 found a pirogue, in w
the plantation of Belle;ombre waited for my coming,
We foon got to his houfe, w was fic at the
entrance of the river Ciremiers, on the left fhore of
which they were building a fhip of two hundred
tons.

\tiene, partner in

Avrw the way from M. le Normand’s, the coolnefs
of the air and the verdure of the ground is delightful.
“Tis a favannah, without rock, lying between the
fea and woods, which have a bumulul appe

Berore I pafled the Cape, I obferved a la
of coral, above fifteen fect high. *Tis a kind
breaker; which the fea has abandoped ; at the foot
of it, there is a long piece of fenny-ground, which
mi [Jht be ealily converred into a bafon for fmall
vedlels,

SespTEMBER 2, my negro being almofl cured of his
wound, by the remedy Madame de Normand had ap
plied to it, I fixed my departure for that afternoo
n the morning I went out in the pirogue betweer
the breakers and the coaflt. The water was clear to
the very bottom ; and one might fee a foreft of ma-
drepores of five or [ix feet lnbh like trees, fome of:
them with flowers growing upon them.' Different
forts of fith, and of all coluurs fwam about 2 among
their branches ; in fome parts were numbers of beau-
tiful fhell- hi'h, and in others tunny-fith, equally
beautiful, which meandered about, as the motion of
the pirogue difturbed and frighu:d them, I might
have made a valuable collection, bm I had no

diver
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diver here, nor

y proper iron p[nc:.‘rs to raife up
the plants from ¢

maritime garden, or to reot up
thefe trees of ftone. However, I brought away with
me fome of the rock called, the Ear of Midas, the
Golden Cloth, &c. &c.

Two officers of the Defire dined with us, who,
with Monfieur ne, agreed to accompany me as
far as the arm of the fea dz la Sevanne, three leagues
off. Nobody lives there, but there are fome huts
made of ftraw ; we had fent the negroes forward in
the morning ; and after dinner I followed ther
myfelf.

I arriven at Poff Focotet s a part where the fea
funs up into the land, forming a circular bay, in the
middle of which is a {im i fangular ifland ; this
eek is furrounded by a rifing L,\miml, that gives it
the appearance of a bafon. It is open only at the
entrance, where the fea-water enters ; and at the other
nd reccives a number of rivulets, that run over a
fine fand, from a picce of frefh-water above, in which
were plcntv of fith. Round this piece of water are
feveral little hills, rifing one above another in the
form of an amphithea and crowned with clumps
of trees, fome fhaped like pyramids or yews, and o-
thers like an umbrella,—behind, and far above all
thefe, were the tow’ring tops of a wood of palm-trees,
whofe bending branches Jooked like fo many plumes
of feathers, This huge mafs of verdure, rifes out of
the middle of the green turf, and lSJmnrd to the
foreft, and to a bJ.m(h of Iilc mountain leading to
the Black-River. The murmuring of the fprings,
the beautiful greennefs of the waves, the conftant,
but gentle wh.lt]mg of the winds, the fimoothnefs of
the plnm with the plealing umbrmc of the high
lands, and grateful {mell of the w:wu‘:fr.', diffufed

around
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around me peace and happin I regretted my
being alone ;— a variety of projects [lnru’uhd them-
felves to my imagination ; and I would hay given
up all the unive beiide, might I but with fome
chofen and beloved obje have fpent ‘my days
to come in this deligh GE

I quitrEp this pleafing p
Before I had gone two hundied
met me a troop of n
on their nearer appro
party fent out by the polic
ped when they came up to n
g!h. 111‘ 1“ 11 of a gourd, two :\upp

with reludtance,

up
ived rhwl to bea
nd 5 they ftop-
One of them had
ft whelp-
the ud
this was the booty I‘ur
um a camp of Maron n 1
they n.v.l routed. Tt 1 killed one man,

they fhe G

ro-woman, feem-
1 her fome quel-
rried upon
ay 1 opened it, and was

finding in it the h

ed overwhelmed with
uons, but fhe did not an
her back a bag made of
thocked beyond meafur d
of 2 man, y before me feemed no longer
beauti. Y but was converted to a f
of herrors, from which I fled with precipitation.

s I was wizh fome
difficulty ¢ the arm
of the fea de ia Savanna ; it was now night, and we
feated ourfelves under fome trees at the bottom of
the bay ; where we fupped by the light of flam-
beaux.

My conr

rd

Ovxn converfation turned upon the fubject of the
Maron negroes, for they as well as I, had met the party
wl
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with the poor woman, who was carrying, perhaps,
the head of her lover! M. Etiene told us, th
were troops of them, of two or three hundred
imber the environs of Bel'¢-ombre, and thac
they eleted a chief, difobedience to whofe orucrs,
was punithed with death. are forbidd,
take any thing from the he neighbour-
hood fide of the frequented rivers

tu

or to go to the |
for fith or other food. In the night they go
v e and fith; and in the day-time
drive the deer or ftags to the interior parts of
woods, with dogs trained to great perfection for thi
purpofe, W i in a party,
the is referved for the chi but if there are many,
they are in° common. The children that are born,
are immediately killed, left their cri uld difco-
The whole morning is {pent in
: the deftiny of the ing day.

being a hunting one day laft
negro¢, whom he purfued
gun at,—it miffed fire thrice, He
to knock him dewn with the but-
¥ vomen, who
he wood, and weepin v themfelves
e black feized the opportunity and
cfcaped. He brought the two generous ures
home with him ; | d thewn us ong of them in the
morning,

ng away fome of
coter, the chearful place
i 4 l‘.l: [“.:'.LI\.‘ a \'Ul'}' gOULl
harbour for fmal] vef The arm of the fea dela
Savz b 2 to load, or land goods from.
barges. This part in general, is by far the moft
beautiful 'of the whole iffand ; but it remains uncul-
tivated,

I nap obferved, that by clea
the beds of P,

I have juf
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tivated, a communication with Port-Louis being dif-
ficult, on.account of th ins between them;
and the wind being {o {eldom fair for doubling Bra-
bant promontory in returning from the Port.

le Chezemure,
as far as the

SepTEMBER 3, M. Etienne,
Captain of the Defire, accomp
left-hand fhore of /a Sgvanne, which is much {teeper
than the other ; in this place, their dogs put up a
ftag ; and here I took leave of them, to go alone the
twelve leagues that remained, through a defolate and
uninhabited country. 1 obferved as I went along,
that the meadows were much larger, and the woods
thicker and better grown. The mountains runa long
way into the land, and the fummits only of the diftant
enes were to be feen.

I every now and then came to a ravin. I forded
three different fivérs in the courfe of two hours walk
ing, and the fecond, called the river dnguilles, with
fome difficulty ; 1ts bottom being covered with
rocks, and the current very rapid. It fows from
fprings of a ferruginous quality, which cover the
water with an oil, the colour of a pigeon’s breaft.

In the way, I faw a fparrow-hawk, which makes
great havock among the poultry. It was perched
upon the trunk of a /efanier. I prefented at him,
within a gun’s length ; both my primes flafhed in the
pan, without & gun’s going off.  The bird kept
his place, and there I left him, This accident made
me look very carefully to my arms, in cafe of an at-
tack from the negroes,

O the left-hand fide of the third river, and near
the fea, I made a halt upon a level part of the rocks,
wnder the fhade of a welowsier. My blacks made me

a kind
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my cloak over l"ome
mlht) catched me fome
of Midas,

2 kind of tenr, by throwi
b nches. Here I dined ;
perch and conchs,—and ear

Two hours after er, I went on again, my
guns, and peop good order : there was no need
to fear a {u prize, the plain bcm<r entirely open,
and the woods at a great di iftance.  As the path
was a fine fmeoth fand, —that might walk the more
not have the trouble of t ng off my
' s at every ford, I determined to
‘l]k barcfom, as the hunters did in the morn
is not only the molt natural, but the ienik

the foot feizing or grig

angles of (h\. rocks like a hand. The hl..rl\s ar 10
expert by conftant ufe, that they can pick up a pin
}"o n the ground with 'their toes. *Tis not therefore
in vain, that \.:id this part into toes,
and them :

Havine pulled off my fhoes and ftockings while
I madg thefe refleétions, I walked on and forded the
firft river , butinc o out of the water, I receiv-
ed a violent ftroke of the fun upon my ngrf- which
immediately became red and enflamed. In crofiing a
fecond, I cut one of 'ry heels, and one toc, and hlt
rl:~ wm.mfs exceedingly pa inful, when I put my foot
in the water. ave up my pm];é‘t lamenting that
nt of cuftom | d:‘pl’lvcd me of one of the advan-
s a map might enjoy here.

I came to the fide of the river Facotet, and croffed
it upon the back of my negroe, at about cannon-fhet
diftance from its mouth, lu. water makes a great
noife in running ever the rocks, and is fo tranfparent,
that I could d:[tmmnﬂ\ the black fnails that ftuck to
the botrom. « I muft own T fhuddered ac paffing this

ftream.




162 VOYAGE fo the Iste oF Frante:

ftream. Tt being near fun-fet, I determined to go fio
farther, but walked over the ftones along its brink,
to get to a fhed which I perceived on one of the
points of the mouth, and which I found it impoffible
to reach, the rocks were fo very rugged, I returned,
and again took the path, which led me to the top of
the flope at the foot of which the river runs. On
my lett-hand, in a recefs, Ifaw a lircle clump of
branches of trees and liannes, buz could not penetrate
it. A thought ftruck me, to cuta into it with
a hatcher, and lay down as in a neft, thus affuring
myfelf of a place to fleep in. But fome drops of rain
falling, a roof, though ever fo bad 2 one, appeared
to be the better thelter. I went down the recefs to-
wards the fea, and was very happy to find on my
right-hand, the fhed I had feen from the oppolice
thore. 'Twas nothing but a mere roof of kaves of
latanier, built out from the rock ; on my right, was
the paffage I had in vain attempted, and on the left,
that T had defcended by,—and before me wasithe fea.

Every thing feemed equally fitted for m? fafety
and convenience : They made me up a bed of dry
Jeaves, upon which I lay down. My two paniers
were laid one on the right, the other on the left fide
of me, one of my blacks at each entrance, my piftols
under my head, my gun at my fide, and my dog ac
my feet.

Trese difpofitions were fcarcely made, before a
thivering feized me. This was the confequence of
the ftroke of the fun, which is generally fucceeded
by a fever.

My legs became very much enflamed and pain-
ful.” They made me fome lemonade, and by the
light of a candle which they lit, I made notes of my

obfer-
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oblervations during this journey, and correéted fome
errors in the chart.

Tae whole coaft, from the mftuary /o Sevanne,
is fteep and inaccefible. The rivers that empty
themfelves here have fteep banks.—It would be
impoffible for cavalry to get along at all, and the
march of ad enemy might be impeded with great
very river being a ditch of a depth abfolure-
y trightfu As to the country, ’tis by far the
moft beautiful in the ifland.

Ar midnight the fever left me; and I fell afleep,
At half paft three o’clock, my dog waked me, by
running from under the fhed, and barking as loud
as he could. I called to Cite, who rofe; we went
ourt, bur could fee nothing but aftarry fky. My
black returned in a few minutes, and faid, he had
heard fome body whiftle twice, as if in the wood.
I ordered them to light a fire and keep watch; and
placed Cite, armed with my fabre, as a centirel,

Tue fea came up almoft as far as my cottage.
The noife of its breaking among the roeks, added
to the darknefs of the night, inclined me to reft,
but my apprehenfions would rot fuffer me. T was
five iunms from any houfe, and if the fever {hould
again attack me, no affiftance could be had. I had
n0 fears about the Maron negroes ; my fervants were
both refolute men, and my fituation was fuch as
would enable me to ftand a fiege. All things con-
fidered, I thought myfelf very happy thar I' did
not take up my lodging in the thicket

Ar day break, I gave a glafs of eau-de-vie to my
body-guards, and Tenewed my journey. Their
M 2 burdens




164 VOYAGE /0 the IsLe or Fraxce.

burdens were much lightened, by the conftant con-
fumption of our provilions.

SepTEMBER 4, It was half paft five when I fet off,
refolving not to ftop *till I got to a houfe. We pre-
fently came to the fide of a fmall river, and a little
farther on to a rivulet almoft dried up. After an
hour’s walk, the beautiful tirf T had walked on from
the promontory of Brabant ended, and the foil be-
came ftony and covered with rocks, as in the other
parts of the ifland, The grafs here is of a finer ver-
dure, and of a large blade,—very proper for pafture.

1 rorpED an arm of the fea called du Challon over
a fand-bank. The defcription of it in the plan is
not a good one. The fea runs deep into the land,
through a narrow channel, a-crofs which gratings
'mmht be put, and there would then be a_fine rcl T
voir for filh. On the left thore there was a fhed,
which I refted myflf,

Agour half a league from thence the path divides,
took that to the left, which leads into the woods ;
it conduéted me to 2 wide road, marked with a track
of wheels,—an appearance that pleafed me very much,
as it was a fign of my being near a houfe of fome
note, and the }n.m of a horfes hoof was at that time
a much more defirable fight than the foot-ftep of 2
man, We foon arrived at a houfe, but the mafter
was out ; I therefore went back, and ftruck into a
path, that led through the woods to the plantation of
M, Dela unay. I pot here in good time, for my legs

were fo terribly inflamed, that 1 could ﬁ:amcly WalE

—_

He lent me a horfe to carry me two leagues off to a
plantation occupied by fome priefts.

I cros-
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1 crossep fucceflively the rivers de la Chaur, and
des Crecles, three quarters of a league from the laft,
I crofled one of the bays to the fouth-eaft of the Port
in a pirogue,

The fides of this bay are covered with manglie
The views here are delightful, the country being hil-
ly, and covered with plantations, interfperfed with a
great number of clumps of orange-trees. It was fix
o’clock when I arrived at the houfe of the prieft, who
had the management of the plantation. M) legs
were bathed with elder-flower water, and I flept with
great comfort,

SepTmBES 5, 1 was now but one league from the
Great Port. The good Prieft lent me a horfe, and I
got to the town about ten o’clock ; it confifts of about
a dozen houfes. The moft remarkable buildings
are, a large mill nearly fallen to ruins, and the Go-
vernor’s houte in little bc,tt::r condition. Behind the
town is a high mountain, and before it the fea, which
forms a bdy two leagy es d p, including the rocks at
its entrance, and four leagues long from pmnt Cocos
to point Diadle, 1 alj ghted at the houfe of the cu-
rate.

SepTEMEER 6, 7, and 8, I was charmed with my
hoft, and with the country ‘I had feen ; but nei-
ther he, nor his parithioners drank any thing ex-
cept water, It is frequently a month’s voyage from
ln.nu to Port- Louns, and ‘the inhabitants’ are upon
thefe occafions in abfolure want of every article
that comes from Europe. I gave part of my pro-
vifions to M, Delfolie, my hoft, who was a good fort
of man,

M 3 Tue
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Tre fouth-eaft port was formerly inhabited by the
Dutch, one of whofe ancient buildings is now ufed
as a chapel. There are two ways to cater the Port,
one at, point Diable, for fmall veficls 5 the other,
which is much wider, is by the fide of an ifland
towards the middle. Ar each of thefe places is a
battery, and at the bottom of the bay, is a third
called the Queen’s battery. A

Ir my indifpofition would have permitted me, I
fhould have examined the variety of ftrange bodies
thrown a-fhore by the fea, in order to have formed
{fome opinion of the lands to windward of the ifland 3
but I could not undergo the fatigue, for my legs:
were very painful, and the fkin peeled off entirely.

The following is all the information I could get :

Waates frequently come into the fouth-eaft port,
where it would be very eafy and fafe to harpoon them.
Fifh is very plentiful upon this coaft, efpecially fhell-
fith, of the moft beautitul: kinds, They gave me
fome oyfters of aviolet colour, from the mouth of
the river /a Chaux, and a {pecies of criftalization from
the neigbouring river, -Sorbes,

I saw for three nights, a comet, which firft ap-
peared a fortnight before, the nucleus was pale and
nebulous, its tail white and very long, the rays di-
verged but lictle, I drew. the pofition of it in the
{ky, which was alittle below the three Kings, - Its
courfe was eaftward, and confequently its rail in a
wefterly direction. At half paft two on the morning
of ‘the 6th, its elevation was about 50 deg. above the
horizon,—my obfervation could not be very accurate

, for want of the proper inftruments,
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T air of this place was cool and refrefhing, and
the country beautiful and fertile ; but the inhabitants
are fo few, that during a whole day, I faw but two
negroes pafs through the ftreet,

SeprEMBER 9, I now found myftlf able to conti-
nue my journey, efpecially as the part I went through
was inhabited. I determrned to ftop for the night at
four leagues diftance from the mouth of the Great
River, which is fomething broader than that of the
{ame name, near Port-Louis.

We fer out at fix in the morning, and followed
the courfe of the fhore, which is broken in feveral
places by bays, on the fides of which grow mang iers
in abundance. It is not impoffible but that the feeds
may have been brought by the fea from fome land
to windward. We went along the fide of a range of
high mountains to our left,—they were covered with
wood, The country is divided into fmall hills, on
which grows a very fine grafs ; the provender of cat-
tle, bred here in great numbers ; ’tis a pleafant part
of the ifland, but very fatiguing to travel over.

Arrer walking about two hours, we faw upon an
eminence a fine houfe built of ftone, Here I flopped
to refreth myfelf; it belonged to a wealthy 'mlgabi-
tant, whofe name was V***,  He was abroad.—His
wife was a raw-boned Creole, who according to the
cuftom of the country went barefoot, I found her
in a room, with five or fix girls about her, and as
many maftiff dogs, who immediately attacked my dog,
and were very near ftrangling him. She turned them
all out, of the room, and placed at the deor to keep
them out a negroe wench, who had nothing on but a
ragged petticoat. I begged leave to ftay in her houfe
during the heat of the day. The firft compliments

M 3 were
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were fearcely ended, before one of the dogs fo
means m get in ng us again, and the Uproar s iﬁ
renewed.  Madame de la V' held in her hand the
tail of a dried thornback, with which fhe cave
I ofs the bare fhoul
(\\In J\ were nmrkgd immediately with a leng wheal)
a back ftroke to the dog, who ran

prickly
the poor negrog a cut

Tnss Lady told me, fhe had narrowly efcaped

being dr ed in going in a pirogue © harpoon
t s among the rocks. She feemed to value
herfelf much upon going to hunt the Maron ne-

groes in' the woods ; but fhe told me, the Gover-
nor had deprived h r of her favourite IPO:E, whi
i and added, * I fhould have been
if he had ftuck a dagger in my

heart.”

A four in the afternoon I lefe t
Bellona ; and took a p:
point Diable, fo called, by the
coaft; becaufe it i faid, that their c
without their being able to account wi

We crofled rhe mouth of the (mn River in a ca-

negroe-hunt-
1t a-crofs
on llm

of a fand-bank which runs a-crofs it, and a cataraét
Ji:mnc(.l by it, about a quarter of a league from
ence.

TrerEe i an earth redoubt on the left fhore, at
the beginn of the road that leads to Fl
along “Which” w went, the rocks being fo ry
upo i the fhore in this part, as to render it impaf-
fable. Here we once more entered the woods, which
are very , and abound in -trees. A quar-
ter of a league from hence I came to a houfe,—the
C i mafter

58
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malter of it was not at home ; I ftopped notwith-
ftanding.

T ap walked two hours and a hali’in the morning,
and as much in the afterncon.

SepTEMBER 10, we kept the road to Flacq, *ill
we got about a quarter of a league beyond the rivef
Seche, which we torded as we had done the reft : then
taking a path on the right-hand, I came to the fea-
thore at £audonce bay, where there was a polt of thirty
men.

Wz now went again along the fhore, it being very
paflable. Cére carried me over an arm of the fea,
which was rather deep. The fand is almoft every”
where covered with rocks, excepra long meadow of
dog’s tooth-grafs, of the fame fort I had feen at Belle-
ombre. All this part is dry and barren ; the woods
are low and thin, and extend as far as the mountains

thich are feen at a diftance : this plain, over which
three roads, is not good for much, it reaches as
far as a fettlement called Quatre Cecos.  There is no
other water, bur a’brackith well, dug in the rocks,
full ot veins of iron ore,

Arrer dinner, a path on our left-hand, led us in-
to the woods, i were very ftony. 'We came to
the brink of the river Fiacg, at about a quarter of a
league from the mouth, and croffed it upon planks.
In going along the fide of this river, I pafied feveral
plantations, of which there are many hereabouts, and
came down to a ftore-houfe on the'left, where there
is a poft, commanded by M. Gautier, the Captain
of a company,—He defired me to lodge there that
pight

£

Y

Sep-
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Sepremper 11, I laid by all day. This par,
which is called Le Flacg, is the beft cultivated in the
ifland ; rice grows in great plenty. There is a creek
in the rocks, by which barges can come and: load
with the greateft convenience.

SeprEMpER 12, my hoft accompanied me part of
the way ; we went in a pirogue to poft [
far as which, the coaft is entirely covered w
and mangroves. Near the landing place, w
trace of a turtle in the fand 4 this induced us to land
in fearch of it, but we found nothing but its neft,
‘We forded the bay des digretzes, which is a large arm
of the fea. I was upon the fhoulders of Cire, when
the fea became fo deep towards the middle of the paf-
fage, that I feared he would nor be able to keep his
feet ; the water came up to his neck, and wetted me
very much, A litle farcher on, we came to another
eftuary, called the bay de Reguins, 1 obferved many
parts of the rock pierced with a number of round
holes, of about a foot diameter. Some of them were
as deep as my cane,—and I imagined that the lava of
fome volcano, having formerly flowed through the
wood, had confumed the trunks of the trees, and
lefc the prine of the place they had grown in. ~~

From the poft of Fayette to the river du Rempart,
the meadow is continued. This partis alfo well cul-
tivated, and here we dined. I then crofied the river,
and went on alone, ’till I came to the river des Citre-
niers, 'The fun was juft fetting, when I perceived an
inhabitant at a little diftance, who invited me very
Lkindly to his houfe.—— his name was Le Sieur
Goule.

SeprEmBER 13, In the morning he offered me his
borfe 1o go to the town, which was buc five leagues
off.
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off. T would willingly have gone round the whole
ifland, bur there remained ftill four leagues of the
way totally without ‘inhabitants, or water ; befides,
from point des Canoriers, to the Port was a part of
the coaft that T already knew,

I accepTep the offer my hoft had made me, and
left this quarier, which is called La Pirdre d'or, on
account, {ay they, of the colour of the fand, which
however, appeared to me to be white, as in other
places,” T croffed the river, ' (which is called by the
fame name’ as the quarter) and then entered a large
wood, the foil of which is good, but without water,
In the quarter of Pamplemouffe, which was the next
I came to, the lands feem quite exhaufted, the inha-
bitants having cultivated them for thirty years, with-
out ever laying ‘dung wpon them *. I forded this
river, and the rivers Secbe, and ¢ Lataniers, and in
the evening arrived at the Port,

T moft fertile foils T had feen on my tour were
all ftony, except fome parts of Pamplemoufe.

I pio not find one monument worthy of remark,
There are three churches in the ifland ; one at Port-
Louis, the fecond at the fouth-eaft port, and the third,
and hand{omeft at Pamplemoufie ; the two others be-
ing {maller than the churches of a little country vil-
lage. They had built one at Port-Louis, upon a very
handfome plan, but the roof being too0 much raifed,
the walls were infufficient to bear its weight, and re-
fift the force of the hurricanes. 'What remains of it
Is now ufed as a ftore-houfe, of which there are but

* The avthor calls it fumer,—(moking them. Saturn was cal-
led Stercutius by the ancients, for having taught them this method
of improving their lands, 7,

few
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few in the ifland, and the greater part of thofe built
of wood, a materizl by no means proper for public
buildings, efpecially here, where the ftrongeft beams
will only laft forty years, if the worms do not deftroy
them fooner 3 befides, ftone is found every where in
great abundance, and the ifland is furrounded with
coral, for lime. ~ The greateft difficulty is in laying
the foundations, for which, the rocks muft be blown
up with gunpowder ; and yet, all things confidered,
1 do not think, that a building in ftone would coft
one third more than one of woed, The latter is
foon built, and as foon decays. Thofe who are too
eager for enjoyment, never enjoy any thing to per-
feétion,

Tue ifland is reckoned to be about forty five
Teagues in circumference. It is watered by a num-
ber of rivulets, which run in deep channels from
the center of the ifland into the fea. Althou
we were now in the dry feafon, I croffed above fi
and twenty, flowing with freth and wholefome water.
I fuppofe that about half this ifland lays fallow, one
quarter of it confifts of plantations, and the remain-
der of pafture grounds, of various k

ur
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¥e SE AT B BeiR ot X Vel

Of the COMMERCE, AGRICULTURE, and
DEFENCE of the IsLe oF France.

NE letter will not fuffice ‘to relate all that

may be faid upon thefe three fubjects,—which
are boundlefs. To begin with the firlt, I do not
know a corner of the earth whofe wants are fup-
plied from fo many, or fo diftant parts. Their
dithes and plates come from China ; their linen and
clothes from India; their flaves and carttle from Mada-
galcar ; their provifions, or part of them, from the
Cape of Good-Hope ; their money from Cadiz, and
their government and laws from France, M. de
la Bourdonnais withed to have made it the ftaple of
the trade to India— a fecond Batavia.

With the view of great genius, he had alfo the
weaknefs of a man: place him but upon a poin,
and he will make the centre of all things.

-
Avr ftaples augment the expences of trade, and
fhould never be eftablithed but when abfolutely ne-
ceffary,  No nation has any {taple between the Indies
and Europe, but where the trade is immediately con-
cerned.  Batavia is a fpice ifland.

Tre Ifle of France is looked upon, as a fortrefs
which affures to us our pollefiions in India; with

equal
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equal reafon Bourdeaux might be deemed the citidel
of our American colonies, The Ifle of France is
fifteen hundred leagues from Pondicherry. Suppofe
a garrifon ever fo numerous were to be maintaned
here, yet, a fquadron muft rendezvous in a port,
where the worms will totally deftroy a thip in three
years; Neither pitch, tar, cordag;, or maft timber
are found here; nor is the wood of a proper fort for
any other branch of building,

We muft aftérwards run the rifk of a fea-engage-
metit; If beaten, we cannot fuccour the place; if
victorious,—our foldiers, carried {uddenly from a tem-
perate to a very fultry climate, will be unable to cn-
dure the fatigue of the fervice,

If half the money had been expended upon foire
part of the malabar coatt, or at the mouth of the
Ganges, in licn of the Ifle of France, we might
have had a refpe€table fortrefs in India itfelf, and the
troops would have been feafoned to the climate ; nor
would the Englifh in this cafe have been maiters of
Bengal.  From them we may learn how to form a
a fertlement, and proteét it when formed. They
have an army.of three or four thoufand Europeans
upon the very banks of the Ganges ; befides 2 num-
ber of diftant iflands under therr dominion: they
have nothing now to do but to eftablifh themfelves
on the weftern fide of Madagafcar: but in-all their
enterprizes, they never while purfuing the means,
lofe fight of theend. A flock of theep would bein
adangerous fituation, were the dogs, their prote¢tors,
at fifteen hundred leagues diftance from them,

‘Waererore then do we continue to keep this Ifle
of France? To{upply us with coffee, and as a port
for our fhips to put into upon occafion,

Thars
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T'nis country which produces lictle elfe than a fimall
quantity of coffee, has wants, enough, to engage
all its attention to them alone, this muft be entirely
fupplied from France for fome time, or the coluny
will never arrive ac a ftate to be of th(: leaft real ufe to
the mother country.  Our commodities, our cloths,
our linnens, our manufatures are in plenty, and lhé
cotton-works of Normandy are for better than thofe
of India with which they clothe the flaves. No money
but our own fhould circulate here. A paper curren-
¢y is fet on foot but is of no great credit; at the beft
rate of exchange, thirty three, and frequently fifty
per cent is loft by it.—Indeed it is impoffible thar
this paper money can lofe lefs ;—it is payable in
France fix months after r&ht, it is fix months upon
the voyage thither, and fix months on the return;
this is t.ai’hl'(‘(,]'l months.  Rea: dy money is reckoned
here, to produce thirty three per cent in eighteen
mcmths, if employed in the maricime trade, and
therefore who ever gives paper for piaftres, juftly
looks upon himfelf as running rifks of more forts
than onc.

WhaTever is bought for the king, is fold to him
at one third lefs than its real worth. The corn of
the inhabitants,—all buildings ereéted for him,—
{tores, and expeditions of every fort. You may
have a ftorehoufe built for 20,c00 francs, ready mo-
ney; ® if you pay in paper, the price is 1o,co0
Crowns—and upon a matter of this kind, there ne;,
ver is any difpute.

AvL payments however are made in this paper mo-
ney. *T'was once thought it never would have gone

* A franc or livee is 10d, & Englifh,

out
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out of the illandy but now not only this goes, but
the piaftres alfo, and never to return; the colony
would elfe be in want of every thing.

Or all the places to which it trades, the only one
that is indifpenfably neceffary ac preient fo its exift-
ance, is Madagafcar, for [laves and cattle. Thefe
ilanders were formerly content with the wietched
£ufils that were offered them in barter, but they muft
now have piaftres, and thofe milled at the e
All the world is rifing into perfection.

FurTaEr, if there is the moft diftant profpeét of
this ifland being a fourithing feat of the por
muft be cleared our without delay,
feven or eight hulks of fhips each forming an ifland,
which is every day increafed by the madrep
ing round them.

No perfon thould be allowed to pofiefs lands fitu-
ated conveniently for the port, bur what fhould pay
for them accordingly. Nor fhould any perfon pro-
cure for himfelf grants of evtenfive and the fineft
lands in the ifland, to fell them again to others.
This abufe is exprefsly prohibited by the laws: but
the laws here are not put in execution.

Tre breeding of the beafts of burthen {hould be
attended to, and efpecially of affes, fo ufeful in a
mountainous country : 5 v arry > the
load that a negree can {tand under. T he black is of
a little higher price, but the afs is the ftrongeft and
the happieft of the two. 5

to the planting

They have made many law
now their own

bufinefs. No people in
intereft better than the ir of the Ifle of
France, nor what is beft to the foil they
pollefs, THERE

I
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are a number of foldiers here who are en-
5,—thefe men might have lands allotted
iftance for clearing them,
y the free negroes. Werea plan of

lopted, in ten years the whole ifland
\.ou]J. turn tu pLU"ll in one way or another; and we
fhould have & hed nurlery for failors and fol-
diers to ferve in India.  This idea is fo very fimple,
that I do not at all wonder it has been rejeéted as
contemptible,

THERE
tirely ufel
for cultivati
.md mwht m:

I leave to others the propofing of means for alle-
ting the feverities of the bondage of the poor ne-
imne d.JLl‘.S are too enormous to admit UI

=
groes ;-
mediatio

Ir you talk upon the mode of defence proper for
this ifland, a fea officer, will wll you a fquadron
thould be kept here cunft.\ncly ; an engineer would
have it fortified ; a brigadier is perfuaded that a few
,1 beft anfwer the purpofe ; and the

abitants think the ifland will of If, end it
felf. The three firft of thefe objeéts depend upon
the will of the adminiftration and may partly be dif-
penfed with, altho’ in fome refpelts neceffary. T
thall enlarge upon the laft, as I with you to be ac-
quainted with fome of the ceconomical views of the
people here.

I obferved, in my tour round the ifland, that it
was almoft entirely encircled at fome u:Ltnnu from
the{hore, by a bele of rocks: that in thofe parts
where the belt was not contin d, the coaft is formed
of rocks highand inacceffible, Tl sn'fpoﬁnun foexcel-
lent for i ddmm could not fail to aftenith me ; but
it is neverthelefs cerrain, the ifland would be [ULJ“)

N inacceflible
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inacceflible, but for fome clefts in the rocks which
afford a paffage ; of thefe I counted eleven. They
are formed by s of the river.

In the fecuring of thefe pafies then, confifts the
defence of the ifland from without—fome of them
might be fhut up by means of floating chains, and
others by batteries raifed upon the fhore.

As that part between the rocks and the fhore is na-
vigable for boats, {mall armed f{loops might be ufed
with good effeét, when the pafs is not within cannon-
fhot of the coaft.

Beuinp the rocks, the fhore is very acceflible ;
the landing being upon a level. Thefe parts how-
ever might be rendered impracticable by art, as thofe
of the bays of the South Eaft port are by nature.
Nothing need be done but to plant Mangliers, a fort

of trees which growing far out into the fea form fo-
refts abfolutely impenctrable. This expedient is fo

very eafy, that nobody has yet thought of it.

Ir in thofe parts of the coaft where the furf runs
high, fome of the rocks are found to be acceffible,
thefe being no where of much extent, mighe be de-
fended by raifing a wall or line; by keeping che-
vaux de frife to throw into the water, or by Ragueties
which willgrow in the drieft places ; (but the Manglier
will growif therei 0 lictle fand ;) by trees, prick-
ly fhrubs, &c. have befides, this advantage,
they colt but little; and time, the deftroyer of every
other fortification, increafes and {trengthens that T am
recommending.  So much for the detence againft the
artacks by fea.

I confider this ifland as a circle, and the rivers
fowing from the centre, as fo many Radii of it
The
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The fhores might be cut either perpendicularly, or
with a talus, or raquettes and bambos might be
planted upon the fides towards the town, and the oppo-
fite fhore laid open for three hundred toifes, By this
means the ground between every two rivulets is ren-
dered a ftrongly fortified place, and the channel of
each rivulet a very dangerous ditch. Every attempt
topafs, on whatever fide it is made, muft be percei-
ved by the inhabirants, who would be enabled there-
by to aét for their defence accordingly ; nor could
any epemy arrive at the town but through a thoufand
difficulties and obftruétions.  This fyftem of defence
he be adopted in all finall iflands, whofe waters
nitantly flow from the centre to the circumference,

BeTwEen the two wings of the mountains which
encompals the town and the port, there is need but
of liccle fortification, except that part towards the
fea. Upon the ifle of Tunneliers thould be buile a
fort, with batteries placed in a kind of covered ways
to enfilade each other. Thefe fhould be mounted
with 2 number of mortars,—fo terrible to thipping,
To the right and left as far as the ends of the pro-
montories, the Jand thould be protected by ftrong
and relpectable lines, Nature has already done her
of the right fide, —the river
ing the length of the whole front,

A deep valley is formed at the back of the town
by the mounrains, and includes a valt extent of
ground, whereon all the inhabitants of the ifland
and their flaves might be affembled. The other fide
of thefe mountains is inacceffible, or might be ca-
fily made fo, at a trifling expence.

Tris place has befides, a  peculiar advan-
for in the very higheft part of the moun
N 2 tain
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tain, at the place called Le Pouce, there is found
a large piece of land, planted with trees, among
which run two or three rivulets of very fine frefh wa-
ter. Thereis no afcending thither from the town,
but by a very intricate path. It has been attempted
by force of mines, to make a wide road of communi-
cation with the interior part of the ifland; but the
back of the mountains are of {oprodigious aheight and
fteepnefs, that fcarce any thing except a negroe or a
monkey can fcramble oyer them,  Four hundred men
in this poft, if furnifhed with provifions, could never
be driven from it; and there is fpacc enough for the
whole garrifon,

If to thefe natural means of defence, we add thofe
which fhould be furnifhed by government,—a fqua-
dron, and proper troops, an enemy would have the
following obftacles to furmount.

I—HE would be obliged to hazard the event of an
engagement by fea.

I1—Svrrosivc the enemy victorious, our fqua-
dron might retard his defcent, by making him bear
to the windward of the ifland in the courfe of the
¢ngagement,

III—THue difficultics of a difembarkation would
remain to be encountered with, The coaft can be
attacked only at particular points, and no where up-
on a front of any extent.

IV—Tre paffage over each rivulet would be at-
tended with an engagement to his manifeft difadvan-
tage; if by the method I have propofed, the one
fide of the rivuler fhould be laid quite open,
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V—HEe muft form fiege of the town on a fide
where there is but little room : muft fuftain the fire
from the promontories which command this place;
and open his trenches among rocks,

nbe drivenoutof the town,
ght abovementioned,—a fe-
ided with water, and where
 fupplied with fuccours from
the ifland,

well pro
y might be conft
the interior part of

Twis would be
nce of
but I am yet a

oper time for me to fpeak of
:hbouring ifland of Bourbon
r o it, I know only thata
landing is ; that it is well peopled, and
grows more corn than it can confume ; yer does eve-
ry one contend that the fate of Bourbon depends upon
that of the Ifle of France. Is this, * becaufe the
milicary cheft is kept here ?

* The author ha

fupprefied fome obfervations relative to the
Ifle of France, 1at he propof:d as a means of its defence,
might be of advantage to an anemy about to atack it. This
ought ta have occurred to thofe who have publithed plans and
charts of our colonies, of which our enemies have more than
once availed themfelves to our difadvantage. The Dutch wilk
permitno plans of their ilands to be engrived. Manufcript ones
are given to each Mafler of a vell.1, who at his return delivers
them again into the proper office at their admiralty,

Exp or tHE FirsT ParT,
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I gave Duval, thc flave that bore your name his
good man of the country,
t he owed to the admi-
r I would have
d !159_ regret
more fenfible
:luaiu y. I propofed to have
boughtthe freedomof Cosealfo, if hewould have attach-
ed himfelf to my Iw tunc, but he declared there was a
girl in the ifland whom he could part with, The
fituation of the King's [ is very eafy. Here he
imfelf lepy 13 more m.l.:\ I could
he fhould be if f.k went with me. I fhould
moft gladly have brought back my Favourite to his
own country, but fome months Before 1 left the
ifland my poor dog was taken from me,—in lofing

him I loft a £ d chat I fuqnunly regret.
Some

FRANCE—ARRIVAL
—HURRICANE.
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1 far
paflage

ler of Taiti, who
home frc >

tated the ai
had a watch, upr n
feveral employmentsof eac
1fi of e of gcs ng to thee

preiffed by
the men of Taiti pal
tion with other -nations bL. )
fieur Bou 1
in their
comi
of 1
the Mot of Perfia bears the fa
‘They are alfo ufed to paint their {kins, as w
by many pec 3"‘1!. of the old and new world. T Juv

is, u.mmu \]w have none of it—
5. But

the ori-

rival of -'\"'\n

qainville in
nd { el hs in l’arl .

+ Aotouru by the accounts of fev
in France,” was very far from the
auth 7.

| Englithmen who faw him
neelligent man defciibed by ouc

ro—"

t Actouru himfelf told Monfieur Bovgainville that an Englith

fhip was at Otal clvemonth before liis arrival there
—and Monfieur Bouga , asilliberally infin
chat the Englifh introduced the vencreal difeaie among thofe

iflanders, 9.

§ The author might haye added the [talian ammazare, to 4l

ginal
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ginal of a nation. Follies, wants, and evils of hu-
man nature appear naturalized among all people.
A mor 1 mode of inétion is the knowledge
of their languages. All nations in Europe eat bread ;
but the Ruffians call it Gleba, the Germans Broth,
Latins Panis, the inhabitants of lower Britainy,
4.

Autoxra feemed chagrined at his long ftay in the
Ifle of France. He walked, but always alone, I
im one day in a profound meditation,

ck flave at the door of the prifon,
eck the: { tting a large chain.
ftrange fped
ur fhould be thus treated by white people,
1 loaded him with benefits and prefents when
. But he knew not, that by their paffions,
carried acrofs the feas, and that the moralit
influenced in Euvrope, within the
hem no longer.*

tropics, atuares
>

I embarked on the gth of November 1770, many
Malayans accompanied me to the fea-fide, and with
defired my fpeedy return. Thefe geod people
never lofe the hope of feeing again thoi¢ who have

s apinion of the author’s, T beg leave
fert an extradt ‘from the hillory of the conqueflt of
. publithed ar Madrid in the year 1632 by Caflillo,—

bough chree fhips of the governor of Cuba,—wha propo-

¢ we fhould pay him for them with flaves, which we
were to bring from the fmall iflands between Cuba and Hon-
duras—We' rejrted this propofal, telling' him, that neither
« God, nor the 'King hid ordained thefe people, (by nature
* frec,) to be enflaved.”—Caflillo afterwards engaged with Cor=
tes, and accompanied his expeditions (o Mexico,
ihich there is no doubr but he got rid of thofe feruples wh
occafioned the above recited anfwer to the governor of Cuba. 7

I

done




Ist or Fravce:

mong them a
of geometry,
only

} le was the

in the road of S

es to-the leew
il only to E

d of the 10e
Boyuich I

month is frequently fp nt in retur
far off, lmr a part {phere, w
\hmh is culrivated to the
ienkar 1
it of lllL three &

nlading of
fcore feer over

Provisrons




VOYAGE to the Iste oF France. 187

Provisions being fhort on board, T with the Cap-
tain feveral officers of other veflels, joined with
them in this plan,

ed alone in a
kers ran ve-

Tre 25th in the afternoon I emt b
I [.Ic yawl, and notwithitanding
tJ-., by keey to the fea, 1
umr 1 at the br.dgn“ We were an hour and a
making this trip, which was not half

bi

g the huhi it

a league,

ited upon the commanding officer. He rold
was 0o inn at St. Denis, nor in any part of
, and that ftrangers lodged with fuch of the
ants as they had concerns with. Night came
g no traffick here, I prepared to return
officer offered me a 1

inha
on and hav

2éts to M. de Cremon, com-

rdona vited me tohis houfe while I
on thore. the more agreeable to me
as I withed to fee the ano of Bourben, to which
1 knew M. de Cremon had once made an excurfion.

Bur I did not find an opportunity,—the way is
difficult—few of the inhabitants know it, and
ourney would require an abfence of feven oreight
aays.

Froy the 26th to the :{mh the fwell was fo great
that few of the boats in the harbour came to
land. Our Captain availed himfelf of a fortunate
minute to geton board his fhip, whither his affairs
called him, but the bad weather prevented his re-
landing.

THE
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Tris bree z6, which always comes from the S. W,
rifes at 6 in the morning and ends at 10 at night,
While 1 ftaid, it blew with equal violence day and
nigl

Tue firlt of December the wind fell, but there
rofe from the open fea a monitrous gale, Whul! blew
upon the fhore with ﬁ:m vioience that the centinel on
the bridge was obliged to quit his poft.

TrE top of the mountains is covered with clouds,
very thick and motionlcfs, The wind contintied to
blow from the 5. W. but the fea ran from the W.
Three large waves beat mmm\ch over each
and 1ppn.arui along the coaft like three ranges of
tle hills. From the upper part of them lued fe-
veral jets déau which fell down again in white furf,
and rufhed violently upon the thore forming an arch,
which rolling asit were round itfelf, foamed to a height
more than mty feet perpendicular,

The air was fo heavy that we breathed w
culty, the tky was dark, clo
thie main and took refu,
and animals on_fhore feemed difturbed.
were feized with an inward horror ar fee
tempeft in the mid(t of a calm.

ith d' fi-

On the morning of the 2d the wind fell entirely,
and thgfwellincrealed—T'he rolling waves were lll()lr.
numerous and came from a greater diftance, The
thore, beaten by the fea, was covered with a white
mofs like fnow, which nupgd together like packs of
wool. The veffels in the harbour rode very hard at
anchor. There was now no doubt but that the hur-
ricane approached. The pirogues which were on the
Galet were drawn a great way upon hnd, and every
one haftened to fecure his houfe with cords and ropes.

THERE




VOYAGE fo the Isie of France. 189

Tuere lay at anchor L’Indien, Le Penthievre,
L’Alliance, Le Grand Bourbon, Le Gerion, a Gau-
lerre and a little boat. The fhore was lined with peo-
ple, drawn thither by the fpectacle the fea prefenited,
and the danger of the fhips,

Apour noon the fky loured prodigioufly and the
wind began to frefhen from the 5. E.  We began to
fear thatit would turn and blow from the W. and run
the veffels athore. From the battery, the fignal was
given them to depart, by huilting the flag, and fi-
ring two guns with fhot in them. Immediately they
cut their cables and fet fail. The Penthievre not able
to thip her boat, left it behind. L’Indien being an-
chored farther at fea, went before the wind with her
four principal fails. The reft got out as faft as they
could., Some blacks who were on board a thallop
took refuge on board the L’ Amitie. ~ The little boat
and the Gaulette were already in the rolling waves,
in which they were every now and then lolt to the
eye; they feemed fearful of putting to fea, but ac
length, they alfo hoifted fail, exciting uneafinefs and
prayers for their fafery, in.all who beheld them. At
two hours end the whole of this fleer difappeared in
the N, W, being invelopd in a gloomy horizon,

Aszour 3 in the afternoon the hurricane announced
itfelf by a moft tremendous noife; the wind blew
from all quarters fucceflively. The fea—beaten—
and agitated to the greateft degree—threw upon the
land, clouds of foam, fand, fhells and ftones. Some
boats refitting at fifty paces from the water-fide were
buried under the furge. The wind carried away a fheet
of lead from the roof of the church, and the colo-
nade from the governors houfe. The hurricane laf-
ted all night and till 3 in the morning,

On
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On the 6th, the tivo frft thips that retur
chor were the little boat and the
broughe a letter from the Penthievre
her u.p gallant-maft, Themfelves hac
decident—The loweft ftations are of
liable to misfortune,

The $th, the Gerion appeared—the had been d
ven fo near the Ifle of I'rance that fhe put into d
thour ; where fhe learnt thit the Garronne Pinl
foundered while at anchor.

By about the 18th we had tidings of all rhe fhi
except the Amitié and the Indien, The |
{trength of the Indien feemed to fecure Lu E
allevents, and we did not doubt bur that the
continue her voyage to the Cape of Good H
t‘l(_rc take in provifions, L go from thence

ce. Befides I knew this to be the Capr

\)L'.lal

Tuz mth in the -Lm.n ng, a rmnl was made that a

en for 11u. voyage,
€510 go 1o St. Paul, and Were
hither by a'rel: munc:i \'Imlmuz Cremon,

My effecls being yet on board the Indier I was
deftitute of e g except linen, which T had
ht on fhore with me,

E fet out on the 201h
we had fe Ve
the eve
we taok |

Ll “ven in the morning,
s 10 g0, The Pink was to fail 1n

efore having no “time to lofe,
of our Jml.é. Our

PN - I
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Oun horles bega
of St. IZ:L. , by zig-zag 3:11}1;, paved w .l‘ﬁl'
flones. They were very ftrong, and fute foored;
d, according to the cuftom or the country,
were unthod.

half from St. Denis we
at the brink of a rivu-
h M. de Cremon had caufe

At two lea
found under
let, a dinner,
provided for us.

agues and a

ded and

Arter di
Chaloupe. *Tis a frightful v .:” cy Iumm by tw
tains that are very { lked pa
swhich the rain had rendered day gerous, an
tom we found our!
in the ftrangeft fol n:'.u 1 h:‘icl ever feel
manner between two walls, the h
over our heads : we croffed the rivuler
length to the fhore oppofite to the C:
bottem of this abyfs, there reigr
however the winds L;Lw on the mountains,

1S an ¢

AT two leag
large plain of fand
which is buile like b: Dc=
encompaffed
middle is the huuli: were the fami
towns have the air of large villages.

frorn St. Paul we entered into a

St. Pavt is fitvated by the fide of a great lake of
frefh water, of which' a port might I ap‘)rehc'xd be
made.

It was night eer our arrival there ; we were much
fatigued, and knew neither where to lodge, nor where
to get bread, there being ne baker at St. Paul:

My
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My firft care was to {peak with the Captain of the
Normande whom I luckily found on thore, He told
us he would not venture to take us on board
an order from the Governor of the Ifle of France,
who was then at St. Denis, and that he fhould not
{ail till next morning.

without

I immediately wrote to the Governor and to
damoifelle Cremon, I gave my two letters to a bl
promifing to reward him if he returned by ecight
o'clock next morning. Itwas then ten at night and
he had fourteen }mn ues to travel on foot.

I found out my comrades, who were fupping at the
ftore keepers. They lodged us in a houfe belonging
to the King, unfurnithed, except with chairs, of
which we made beds. We were up berimes, At
nine o’clock the anfwers te my letters were brought
by a black whom my nnﬁ':nmr had fent in his room.
What was our aftonifhment when we read that the
Governor had left the mafter to his difcretion.

At laft after many negotiations and after having
given him bills of payment for our paffage he aolud
to take us, and the departurcof the thip was deferred
till next day.

Tug following account is all T could colleét rela-
tive to Bourbon, It is well known that the firft in-
habitants were pirates, who cohabited with negroe
women from Madagafcar, They fixed here firfk
about the year 1657, The Indiz company had alfo
at Bourbon a .a&mv, and a governor who lived with
them in great circumfpettion. The  Viceroy of
Gea came one day to anchor in the road of St. Denis
and was to dine with the Governor.  He had fearcely

fet
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fet his foot on fhore before a pirate thip of hfty guns
chored along fide his vefiel and took her. The
«l forthwith, and demanded to dine at
the Governor’s. ed himfelf at table between
! nd thL Portugueze Viceroy, to whom he de-
1, that he was his prifoner. Wine and good
sut the feaman in good humour, Mon-
( ) afked him at how
the Viceroy’s ranfom.  * T muft have
1 the Pirate) a thoufand pmﬂers. That’s too
ittle (faid Monfieur Desforges,) for a brave fellow
ke you, to receive from a great Lord like him,—

h fk nothing.” < Well, well, the

1

g, uplmd the generous Corfair J—leth

I

m

o
ng,

y reimbarked inftantly, and fer fail,
.‘p(.d on fuch gund terms, This
picee ¢e of the Governor was recompenfed
thortly after b\' the court of Portugal, who prefen-
\is fon with the order of Chriit.

Pirate a ﬂ:uumds fertled on the ifland, and
B fiderable time after an .A.nndl} had
Lun publifhed in favour of his (.t)rnp:lnlons, and in
hehad friled to get himfelf includéd. This injui-
ork of e * Confeiller, who was defirous of
s {poils to hisown ufe. But this laft
v.ll.m\ nlmlc while after, came to nearly as wretch-
ed an end, although the juftice of men did not reach
him,

Itis not long, fince the laft of thefe pirates whofe
name was Adam, died, aged 104 years.

* In the Frenth courts of judicature, the judges are called
Confrillers (Counfellors), and the Barrifters, arc called Avecats
Advocates. 7

o WaEN
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WaeN more peaceable occupations had foftened d
their manners, there remained among them a {pi
only of independar and of liberty, which correét-
ed ‘itfelf ftill more in the focisy of many worthy
people who cftablithed in Bourbon for [lu_ purpofe of
cultivation.  Sixty thoufand black ckoned to
live in Bourbon and only five th’)l'\f.m(l inhabitants.
This ifland ¢ 43 pof 1lous as the Ifle of France,
on which it depends for its export traffick. It is
alfo much better caltivated, having produced twenty
thoufand quintals of corn and as much of coffee,
befides rice and other provifions for hon
tion. Flerds of oxen are not fearc
King pays * htu:cn livres per Cwe. of corn, and the
a quintal of coffee for forty-five
feventy livres in paper.

Tus principal place in Bourbon is St. Denis, the
refidence of the governor and council. Nothing
worth remark is to be feen here except a redoubt
built of ftone, but fi ,.md mn far from the fea,—
a battery before the *s houfe, and the draw-
bridge before-mentioned. ear the town is a large
phn called Le Champ de Lorraine,

T'ue foil feemed to be more {andy at Bourbon than
at the Ifle of France: it is mixed at {fome diftance
with the i}\.w‘ kind of {mall pebbles with

I d,—a proof that the fea
\[l.md isrifenout of the
is I Lhmk might be the cafe, if we mayjudge
>m the mountains, which are full of (.h.llms, and very
rugged and broken in theirinterior parts. 'When we
th upon nature, oppofite‘opinions always pre-

* About thirteen Millings Nerling.
t A quintal is equal to a cwt. Englifi,

fent
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ly equal appearan
e effeéts fr:_ziuamf. re DJL

rs.of age affured me that he had
on of the Ile of
d Twelve
vere detached for that _purpofe; who
i in E‘\L -':Ihcrnmn of the
e, for the

s of the firlt inhabitants of Bourbon
Hfu‘, the g number of the houfes
lock was a curiofity. Some
ina to thell overtheir
td in blue cloth, went bare-footed,
coffee 3 they imported but
1] liw \w\ out ]m ['n

As 1u{m
me to hi

rofity in the g
1, the inhabitants
ered him their houfe

cheir bmvci} E.m[ the ftuffs of Afia
and the railitary diftinétions of Fi rance, thereby got
footing in thei Han The children, ncher than their
1ts require to be treated with more confideration,
y ]nwnow no enjoyment of an unnoticed good-
k in Europe, pleafures and hunour:
lomeftic happinefs, and the qui tof
The attention of the fathers being
2 ch.(_‘,
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chiefly fixed upon their fons, they fend them to France,
from whence they feldom return, Hence itis, that
in this iNand there are more than five hundred mar-
riageable gitls, who are likely o die without huf-
bands.

We went on board the Normande on the 21t in
the evening.  We found a cafe of wines, of liquors,
coffee, &c: which Monfieur and Mademoifclle Cre-
mon had caufed to be put on board for our ufe.
We were received at their houfe with the hofpitality
of the ancient inhabitants of Bourbon, and the po-
litenefs of Parifians,

1 am, &c.

Boursown, December 21, 1770.

LET-

B

€
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L.E T T E REGXX,

DEPARTURE rerom BOURBON,
ARRIVAL ar tee CAPE.

E left the bay of St. Paul at ten

o’clock ar night. The fea here is calmer,
and the anchorage fafer than at St. Denis, the road
of which is fpoiled by a vaft number of anchors left
there by thips. Their cables cut prefently. Yet the
{eamen prefer St. Denis.

‘When the wind blows into the bay of St. Paul,
there is no getring out of it, and if a veffel fhould
run on fhore, fhe muft certainly be loft; the fea
breaking upon a very high fand.

On the 23d we loft fight of Bourbon. The fervi-
ces we had received from Monfieur and Mademoifelle
de Cremon while we ftaid, the fair winds, a good
table, and the company of Monfieur de Rofbos our
captain condoled us for our difappointment in not
finding the Indienne,

‘We pitied the paffengers on board of her, who
had to undergo at once, very bad weather, and want
of provifions,

g (o] Tuey




olenice u;' the l’LOl'l!l extends far oveE thie land,

Ont the third day of the florm we pnruvm tha
our m

—we r(m,cl ails, aft with m; g
and fpli r the Cape und
i

3 ront
us. , uch furprized to fee within cannon-

ffx:;t

l "‘Ll
day the wind
ind found
lent caufed

PL'

F»f[?'

lhv
fbargds I he
ablokutely be

way, W
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Ox the twelfth wea
fpoke to
her matc
from Batavia, a

faw the Dutch fhip, and
¢ warily came up to us with
guns run out : fhe came
g to the Cay

Arr length on the fixteenth of

January we faw the
over our ll“.bu. d quartel

We beat about
1 the morning a vio-
ed with a thick
We were near mif-

hen we perceived in a
par rt \\muh clearsd up a moment, a corner of the
table mouptain,  We direétly lou viv d up, and about
n found ourfelves near the coaft, which is very
sh. It is entirely bare of trees 3 the higher part
by the declivities of parallel
fembles the walls of an old fortification

ke

At night we found
in, which at a dif~
pears like a lion couchant, The head is
formed by agreatrock, and detached from the body,
1 of the ridges of different hills.

which is comp
m the head of the lion,- they znals to fhips,

Fr

&

Here the wind failed uvs, being fheltered from it
by the lion. We were ui, in order to enter the
bay, to pafs between the ifland of Roben, which we
fa re ys on our left, and a neck of land called
ind at the foor of the li
non-fhot, and ourimpal
From hence we could perceive the fhips
in the road, and the Indienne could not be the lealt
cable among them,

O 4 At
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Ar laft the tide making, we faw, from the tops,
twelve veflels fucceflively appear, which were lying
at anchor. - But none of them had: French colours:
It was the Dutch fleet.

We caft anchor at the mouth of the bay. At
thrée in the afternoon, the Commandant of the bay
came on board, and affured us that the Indienne had
not appeared.

At the bottom of the bay we faw the table moun-
tain, which is the higeft land on this coaft: Its top
is level; and fieep on all fides, like ar r: the city
is at the foot of it, upon the cdgc of [!m bay. = There
{requently gn]ms upon the table, a thick fog, heap-
ed up as it were, and white as fno W }Kn thig
lnppens the Dutch fay, the cloth is laid.

Tue Commandant of the bay hoiits lns ﬂ“'r', as a
to be upon their guard, and a
prol floops to put to'fea. - From this
cloth defcend whirlwinds'mingled with fog like long
flakes of wool. - The
fand, and fhips are often forced to fet fail. This gale
eldom rifes in this feafon but at about ten in the
morning, and lafts till evening. Sailors are very
fond of theland at the Cape, but areafraid of the road,
which is moft dangerous from April to September.

In 1722 the whole India fleet perifhed ‘at anchor,
exeept two fhi S that time no Dutch thip is
d-to anchor there after the fixth of March,
Falfe-bay, where they are under fhelter.

A attempt was made to have formed the road in-
to a harbour with only one opening, by joining the

lon't aupeadus to the ifle of Roben; but it did not
1 o

rth is.covered with-clouds of
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1 hoped to have landed that evening, but was pre-
vented by a breeze from off the land.

Earry ip the morning the Normande anchored
nearer to the town.—It is compofed of white ftones
in ftrait rows, which at a diftance look like houfes
built with cards. i

At fun rife, three fhallops very prettily painted
came on board us. They were  fent by the town’s-
cople,” who invited us to land and lodge among
il I went on board a fhallop of a German’s,
who affuréd me that for my money I fhould be well
accommodated at Monfieur Nedling’s.

Ix our way acrofs the road, I refleéted upon the
ingular fitvation I was inj to find myfelf, without
clothes, money, ‘or acquaintance, among Hollanders,
at the very egtremity of Africa.  But my reflections
were irterrupted by a fpectacle quite new tome, We
paffed by a number of fea-calves, lying at their eafe
upon ' floats “of fea-weed, like the long horns with
which fhepherds call their flocks together: Penguins
fwam quietly within reach of our oars; fea %:les
came and perched upon the thallop, and on my land-
ing upon the fand I even faw two pelicans at play with
a large maftiff, and raking his head into their great
beak. : =

1 conceived a good opinion of a land, in which
hofpitality and good will fhewed themfelves fo con-
{picuoufly even among the brute creation,

Care of Goon-Horee, Famuary 10, 1771,

LET.
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BreBroll AT gaBorR - XX

Of the CAPE, our ex ontoc CONSTANCE
and the TABLE MOUNTAIN.

ur

the doors were {eats
s with

foliage, :Lnd at Lhc twa fides o
on many of
cor i.phxumn
.m the countenances a

guide, to Mad
who was

ll'xl)ng (C'fL'n or L‘lg'
{fmoaking thei
apu‘tlm:nt :Uif.l aff
houfe was at my

the!
is ahkm J.nL cuftom of I‘.h.h
this, there'was always company in
a table covered with peacl

fins, pears, checle,

, wine, pipes and
tobacco,




@

Iy

i

VOYAGE 1o the IsLe or France. 203

and tobaccc sht o’clock tea and coffee is rea-
dy for brealf: foon t have game and fifi
in four they dri
1ave a fupper as plentiful as their
ple are eating from morn+

manner, was for-

pialtre, or fifty French

& more than two hillings) per day, but

, 1n order to diftin-

, raifed the price
1

¢ than halt

Fris price is enor
great plenty of
elegance is to be found here ﬂ.dsL in our L,Lf‘ taverns,
The fervanss of the houfe ommand ; you
may invite whom you pleafe; -and m: p.11> fome days
.m‘m, aml Jw ave the ufe of

vent to fee Monfieur Tolbac, the
Governg ghty years of age, “im!t meé-
rit’ procured him this government fift years ago.
He invited me to dinner the next day. 1 had ap
prized him of my fituation, of which he feerned vt‘ry
fenfible,

I raen V\-Zl]'\tl[ in the Company’s garden ; it is
divided into four quarters, and watered by a rivulet,
Each quarter is bordered by 2 row of chefhut-trees,
Ewarcy eet high,  Thefe pallifadoes fhelter the plmrs
from the mml which always blows hard ; they have
even had the precaution to defend the young trecs of
the ayenues, by ¢n of reeds,

I saw
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and Af]

I saw in this garden the plants of /
but particularly the trees of Europe, o

fruits at a feafon when 1 had never before feen leaves
on them.

I recorLecTED that an Officer
vice, named the Vifcount du

in the King’s fer-
, had 3 leav-
e a letter for Monfieur

sng the Tfle of France, given i
du Berg, Secretary of the Council.
in my pocket, having had no i
my other papers on board the Inc
waited on Monficur de Berg, and delivered it to b

This letter was

Hi receiv
an offer of
fuch things

me very cordially, and as he made me
e, 1 made ufe of | d

s credit for

s I abfolutely wanted. [ afked him if
I could not procure a paffage on board an India fhip,
fix of which were then going away, and the other fix
were to go in the beginning of March,

He affured me it was impofiible ;—that the Dutch
India Company had abfolutely forbidden it. Indeed
the Governor had told me as much, I was therefore
seduced to the neceflity of ftaying at the Cape till
{fome other opportunity offered of getting away.

Axn unforefeen accident had brought me thither,
and I hoped for another that thould carry me away
again.

Howevzr, the fociety of a good tempered and
happy fet of people, added to the plenty of every fort
of provifions, made my confinement very fuppom_
able.

Monsteur de Berg’s fon invited me to go to Con-
ftance, a famous plantation of vineyards, fituated
abour
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about four leagues off. We flept at his country-
houfe, behind the table-meuntain, at two fhort leagues
diftance from the town, We walked thither through
a beautiful avenue of chefnut-trees. 'We faw there—
vineyards, ripe for v intage—orchards, chelnut-groves,
and a very great abundance of fruits and vegetables.

Tre next day we continued our route to Con-
ftance ; it is a liccle hill, rifing to the north (which is
here the fide of the {fun at noon). On our approach,
we pafled through a wood of filver trees. (Arbres
& argenty) They refemble the pine-tree, have a
like the willow, and are covered with a white down,
which is very fhining.

Tsis foreft feemed to be all of filver, When the
wind blew them about and the fun fhone, leat
glittered like a plate of metal.  We walked throug]
thefe groves, fo rich and {o delightful, in order 10
Jook at the vines, which though lefs {plendid in ap-
pearance, are of far greater utlity.

A Broap avenue of old chefnut-trees conducted us
to the vineyard of Conftance.  Over the front of the
houfe we faw a vile painting of a ftrapping girl, and
ugly enough, reclining on a pillar, I took it for a
Dutch allegorical fi of chaftity : but they told
me it was the portrait of a Madam Conftantia, daugh-
ter of a Governor of the Cape.  He caufed this houfe
to be built with deep dicches round it like a fortifica-
tion, He propoled to raife it a flory or two higher,
but was prevented by orders from Eurcpe.

We found the mafter of the houfe fmoking his
pipe in his night-gown. He carried us into his
cellar, and made us tafte his wine, It was in little
cafks called g/verames, containing about ninety pints,

ranged
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ranged very regularly under ground. There were
thirty of them. This vi nlyzl] rd, in common
produces two hundred, He fells the red wine at t
ty-five piaftres per alverame, and the white for thirty
The eitate is his own, conditionally, that he fhall r
ferve fome w w—uly for the Co pany, who y
him for it. This he told us himfelf.

Havine tafted his wine, we went into hiswv
yard, The tafte of the mufcadine grapes was per-
feétly like that of the wine. The vines are not upon
efpalieres, and the grapes are but a little way from
the ground. They et them ripen till the fruie is
about half preferved by the fun, We tafted another
fort of raifins, which are very et, but not mufca-
dine. They make a wine of them which is of an
extravagant price, but is a very fine cerdial.

Tuz Conftance wine, derives its quality from the
particular nature of the foil. They have planted the
fame ftocks, and treated them in the fame manner at
a place called Lower-Conftance, a quarter of a league
from hence but they have degenerated 5 as1 eruM 1
when I tafted them. The price, as well as the tafte
is very inferior, it being fold for twelve p‘!.»ﬁ‘tn. the
alverame ; there are fumc knaves at the Cape, whe
fometimes are too fharp for ftrangers in this parti-
cular,

Near the vineyard is a garden of immenfe ex-
tent, 1 faw in it, moft of our fruit-trees, in hedges
and cfpaliers, loaded with fruit.  They are 1 ther
inferior to ours, except the grape, which I prefer.
The olives here are not pleafant.

Ween we returned from our walk, we founda
plentiful breakfaft ; our landlady overwhelmed s
with
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with kindnefs ; the defcended from a French refugee®,
and feemed in raptures ac the fight of onc of her
countrymen. Her hufband and the fhewed me a
large hollow chefnut-tree, before the door of the
houfe in which they fometimes dined.  Their union
was like that of Baucis and Philemon, nor were they
lefs happy,—except that the hufband had the gour,
and the wi ed when any body fpoke of France.

Frowm Conftance to the Cape you travel through
an uncultivated plain, covered with thrubs and plants.
We ftopped at Neuhafen, one of the Company’s
gardens ; *tis laid out as thofe in the town are,
but is more fertile. All this part, is not expofed to
the wind, like the territory of the Cape where fo
much duft is blown up, that moft of the houfes
have double fathes to the windows, to fecure them.
In the evening we arrived at the town.

Sowme days after, my landlord, Monfieur Nedling,
invited me to his country-houfe, near that of Mon-
fieur de Berg. We fet out in voiture, (wherber
ceach or warr dees mot appear) drawn by fix horfes.
We paffed many days there in the moft delightful
tranquillity. The ground was ftrewed with peaches,
pears, and oranges, which nobody gathered ; the
walks were fhaded with moft beautiful trees. 1
meafured a chefnur-tree, which was eleven feet in
circumference ; it is faid to be the moft ancient tree
in the whole country.

Tue 3d of February my hoft propofed tto fome
Hollanders, to go upon Tableberg, a feep moun-

* The Abbé de la Caille fays, that the French tongre was.no
longer fpoken among the défcendants of the Refugees,—except by
ihe fow then alive, who were the immediate children of thofe who
leit Erance, between ithe years 1680, and 15g0. 7.

tain,
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tain, at whofe foot, the town appears to ftand. I
was of the party. We fet out at two o’clock in the
morning; on foor. The moon fhone very bright.
We left on our right a rivulet; which runs from t
mountain, and directed our courfe to an opening
the middle, and which appeared from the town Iike
a chafm in an old w On our way we heard fome
wolves h(ml, and fired feveral guns to di lplrfc them:
“The way is rugged to the foct of the mountai n, but
from thence upw ,u[L»‘ is much more fo; The ILLD--
ing apertute inthe table, is an oblique feparation, of
more than muiguet- ﬂ\ut wide at its lower entrance ;

above, it is not more than two toifes, ‘This cavity is
like a very ftecp ftair-cafe, filled with fand and Lmu
pieces of rocks. We climbed it, having to the right
and left, pr ‘qmcs muhundru{ feet antn Great
mafly pieces of flone project, and are n--d" to roll
down.—The w‘m-r drops from the cracks of the
rocks, and nourifhes a variety of aromatic plants.
We heard during this excurfion, the howlings of ba-
vians, a fort ur']' rge monkeys, refembling bears,

ArTer three @s and a half’s fatigue, we reached
the top of the'table.  The fun rofe over the fea,
and its rays enlightened on our right-hand, the
fteep fummits of the tiger, and of four other chains
of mountains, the moft diftant of which feemed the
higheft. On our left, and a litle behind us, we
faw, as upon a plan, the Ifle of Penguins, then
Conftance, Falfe-Bay, and the Lion-Mountain : be-
fore us was the Ifle of Roben. The town was at
our feet. We diftinguithed even the fimalleft fireets
of it. The vaft fquares of the Company’s garden;
with its avenues of chefnuts, and its lofty elpaliers,
appeared but as a parterre, with borders of box ; the
citadel as a little pentagon, the fize of one’s h.md,
and the India fhips, as walnut-fhells. - T felt a kind

of
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of pride at the thoughts of my elevated ftation, *tll
I faw cagles hovering above me, fo high, that they
were nearly out of fight,

Arrzr ally ic would have been impoffible to have
thought, but with contempt of fuch trifling objecs,
and efpecially of men who appeared to us like ants,
if we had not felt the fame wants as ever.  We were
cold and hungry. A fire was kindled, and we break-
fafted. After breakfaft, our Dutchmen hoifted a
cloth at the end of a ftick, as a fignal of our arrival :
but in about half an hour they took it down, left it
fhould be miftaken for a French flag. The fummit
of Tableberg, is a plain flat rock, which I take to
be about half a league long, and about a quarter
broad. *Tis a fpecies of white quarry, covered here
and there, with about an inch er two’s depth of black
mould, mixed with fand and white gravel, We
found fome lictle pools of water, formed by the
clouds, which frequently are ftopped here.

Thue ftrata of this mountain are parallel ; I could
find no fofils there, The lower rock is a kind of
brown free-ftone, which turns to fand if expofed
to the air.  Some pieces of it refemble pieces of
bread, with their cruft. Although the foil of the
fur has fo very little depth, it grows a prodi-
gious number of plants.

I carnerep fix fpecies of the immortals, fome
fmall myrtles, a filex, which fmells like tea, a Aower
like the imperial, of a fine purple-colour, and many
others whofe names I did not know. I found there,
a plant, whofe flower is red, but without fmell ; by
its appearance, one would have thought it a tuberofe.
Each ftalk has two or three leaves turned up toge-
ther, and holding a little water, The moft fingular

of
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of all, becaufe unlike to any vegetable I had ever
feen,—is a flower, round like a rofe, of the fize of
a thilling, and entirely flat,  This flower glitters with
the urmoft brilliancy—It has neither ftalk nor leaf—
It grows very thick upon the gravel, to which it is
held by imperceptible fibres. “When raken up into
the hand, nothing can be perceived but a flimy fub-
ftance.

Here are five entire plants, which feem to affect
in this configuration, a refemblance to only one part
of what is common to other plants, Firft the Noftoc,
which is only a fap, as it were; fecondly a chevelu,
(a fmall root er fibre iffuing from another root)
which grows upon the tops of nettles ; thirdly,
a lichen, or mofs, refembling a leaf'; fourthly, the
ingulated flower of the rable-hill ; fifthly, the trufle
of Europe, which is a fiuit. I might add, the root
of the groffe (or groffo) of the ifle of France, if it was
not an inftance by itfelf,

1 4Am much inclined to believe, that nature has
adopted this plan among animals.—I know many,
marine ones, efpecially, which in form refemble the
members only of other animals,

In my walk, I reached the extremity of the table,
from whence I hailed the appearance of the Atlantic
Ocean, for having doubled the Cape of Good Hope,
you are no longer in the Indian ocean. 1 did homage
to the memory of Vafco de Gama, who dared firft to
go round this promontory of tempefts, All maritime
nations fhould have combined to erect a ftatue of him
at this place, before which I would moft willingly have
madealibationofConftance wine,in honour of his heroic
perfeverance,  Itis however doubtful, whether Gama
was the firft who opened a commerce with' the Indies

by
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out the two hemifpheres. I could not but behold
with admiration, this happy fhore, which war has
never yet made defolate ; and which is inhabited by
a people; ufeful to the whole world, from the re-
fources of its ceconomy, and the extent of its com-
merce. “Lhe difpofitions of men are not entirely de-
pendent upon the climate they live in; nor is this
wifee and peaceable nation indebted for their man-
ners to the foil of their country. Piracy, and civil
wars agitate the Regencies of Algiers, Morocco, and
Tripoli; but at the other extremity of Adrica, the
Dutch have eftablifhed a fettlement blefled with agri-
culture and concord.

I secuiLEp my walk by thefe pleafing reflections,
fo rarely to be made in any other part of the world ;
but the heat of the fun obliged me to feck for a fhel-
ter. There is none but at the entrance of the ravin.
Here I found my companions repofing by the fide of
afpring. As they began to grow tired, they deter-
mined upon returning: It was high noon.— We de-
fcended, fome by fitting down and fuffering them-
felves to flide,—others, upon their hands and knees.
The rocks and fand gave way when we trod upon
them. The fun was near rtical, and the rays
refleted from the collat s, made the heac
almoft infupportable.  We frequenty quitted the
path, and fled to the thade of fome point of the rock
w0 e breath, My knees failed ; and I had a vio-
lent thirft upon me: towards the evening we ar-
rived at the town, Madame Nedling expeéied us,
and had prepared refrefhments againft our return.
We had lemonade, with nutmeg and wine in it
Of this we drank without danger, and went to bed.
No excurfion had ever proved fo entertaining to
r was reit ever before fo welcome,
Cape or Goon-Hore, Feb. 6, 1771.
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Qualities of the AIR and SOIL of the Cark o
Goon-Hork.

PLANTS, INSECTS, and ANIMALS.

HE air of the Cape is very healthy. It is re-
T frefhed by the fouth-eaft winds, which are fo
cold, even in the midit of fummer, that cloth is worn
here all the year round, Its laritude is, notwith-
ftanding thirty-three degrees fouth. But 1 am per-
fuaded that the fouth pole is much colder than the
north. :

THERE are but few diforders incident to the peo-
ple of the Cape. The feuryy is foon cured, althe’
“there are no fea turtles. But the {mall-pox on the
other hand, makes moft dreadful ravages,—many
of the inhabirants are deeply fcarred with it. Itis
reported to have been introduced here by a Thip
from Denmark. Moft of the Hotentots who caught
it, died. Since which time, they are reduced to a
very fmall number, and they feldom come down
to the town.

Tue foil of the Cape is a fandy gravel, mingled
with a white earth. I don’t know whether preci-
gus minerals are a part of its productions. The

P 3 Dutch
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ke beautifyl hedges: It bears clufters of pa.
iceous flowers of a rofe-colour, They are fuc-
ins,

they m
pillon
ceeded by leguminous

I sroucHT fome of them to plant in France, which
{tood the winter in 1771, and vegetated in theKing’s
gmdf.‘ﬂ in 1772,

the infeéts I have feen here, is a beautiful
opper, {peckled with black ; ; fome very
rflies, and an other very fingular infect ;—
“tis a liccle ‘m-mm d rups very faft;
when atempted to be taken, it emits with noife 2
mw_l by a li finoak ; if the finger is
i pour, @ brown f{tain enfues, which
He repeats this operation many
The mhabitants call it the can-

lafts

Tue Humming- H ird 15 not uncor:‘mon here, I

which []:u up on Jus
were brown, like a fp. d ’l[‘pL
his begutitul plumage like a furtout. 'k Is beale was
black, of a good length, and bei f curved, was of a
proper fhape to feek for honey in the :th!l)l"l of flow-
ers, It had a long and taper tongue, It lived feve-
ral days. I faw it eat flies, and drink fugared water,
) it was attempting to bathe in the cup fet for
hofe, its feathers adhered together, and the
e night the mulquitos devoured it.

en fome birds of the colour of fire, with

1 like black velver; they become
wter.  Some of them change colour
There is alfo a bird of Paradife, buc

4 not
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not fo beautiful as thofe I faw in Afia, Id
fec one of thefe alive. The Gara’ner's Friend,
kind of Tarins are frequently found in mrdu .
withed to have taken a Gard'ner’s Friesd to Europe,—
it would have been of great fervice there. I obferved
it to be conftantly (.mp}u)ul in catching caterpillarsy
and hooki th.m upon the thorns on the buthes.

Herz are cagles, and another 1 very near of
the fame fpecics. Tt is called the Secretery, having
round its neck a row of long qu ills, fit for writing;
with, It has this particularity, that-it cannot ftand
uprmh. on its legs,  which are lonﬂ, and covered with
fcales. It lives upon ferpents only, The length of
renders it very c.zpwh of feizing th m, and
of feathers round its n proteéts it from
their bites, This bird alfo- ought to be naturalized
amongft us. The oftrich is very commor here 5
they oifered me young ones at a crown each, 1 have
eaten of their eggs, which are far inferior to thofe of
pullets.  The Cafear is found here, and is covered
m:h coarfe hair inftead of feathers.” There is a pro-
of the names and na-
entirely ignorant. The eggs
g thought - much of, but I
did not think them ¢ rdinary. They have this
nmuu quality, that the white bejng boiled, con-
tinues always tran{parent;

Tue fea abounds in fith, which I thought better
than that of the Iflands, but inferior to that of
Furope. We -find ‘on- the fhore. fome fhells, the
paper-nautilus, the medufa’s-head, fome Jepas, and
very beautiful l.(imp“\m which when arranged up-
on paptr, reprefent trees, l\'(n\n faffron, and pur-
ple.  They are fold to travellers, 1 faw a fith here,
of the fize and fhape of the blade of a flemifh knife.

It
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It was filvered over and marked naturally on each
fide with the impreflion of two fingers ; here are fea-
calves, whales, fea-cows, cod, and a great variety of
other common fifh, of which I fhall not {peak, my
obfervations having been but few, and my knowledge
of ichthyology, but flight,

Tuere is very common here, a fpecies of moun-
tain turtle, with yellow fhells, marked with black 5
they arc fit for no ufe whatever. There are porcu-
pines, and marmots, which differ from ours in form
{tags and deer are in plenty, as alfo wild affes, zebras,
&c. An Englifh engineer, fome years ago killed
here a gir: or cameleopard, an animal fixteen
feet high, that browzes on the leaves of trees,

THE baviar, is a large monkey, made like a bear,
‘The nature of the morﬁcuy feems to have an analogy
with that of every clafs of animals. I remember to
have feen a fapajou, which had the head and mane of
a lion.. That of Madagafcar, called maki, refembles
a leveret, ‘and the orang-outang is like a man,

Every day fhewed me fome animals unknown in
Europe,—they feem to have taken refuge in thofe
parts of the globe leaft frequented by men, whofe
neighbourhood is always fatal to them. The fame
may be faid of the plants, the fpecies of which are
the moft various, the lefs cultivated the ground. M,
de Tolbac informed me, that he had fent to Monfieur
Linnzus of Sweden, fome plants from the Cape, fo
different from plants ‘known in Europe, that this
great Naturalift wrote to him: * Yuu bave conferred
i uponm me tbe greateft pleafure s but you have thrown
* my whole fyftem suto diforder.” -

Tar
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Twue horfes of the Cape are good, and the affes
beautiful, The oxen have a large {welling or excre-
fcence on their necks, formed of fat, and Tome {mall
vefiels interfperfed, At firft fight, this excrefcence
feems monftrous ; but one may lunn perceive that ic
is a refervoir, with which nature, port, hag
fum fhed this animal, deftined to live in the fcorch
ing plains of Afri In the dry feafon, the bea
grows thin, and the fwelling diminithes ; but rec
vers itfelf, and the wen is reciu ted with fupplies
when it. feeds on green herbs,  Other animals under
this climate, have the fame advantages. The camel
has a bunch, the dromedary has two, in the form of
a faddle, The fheep has a large tail, made en capu-
chon, or poake, which is but a lump of fuer, of fe-
veral pounds weight,

Tuev have taught the oxen here to run almeft with
the carts they are harnefled to.

Brexr and mutton are fo pl<
and feet are thrown awa s the wolves of
a night into the very ear
howling in the environs, Pliny obferves, thar the
European lions, found in Roma
and fironger than thofe of Afric, and the wolves of
Affica and Egypr, he adds, are but {mall, and not
very ftropg, In fa&, the wolves of th pe are
much lefs dangerous than ours. I might that
this fuperiority extends eyen to the :.1-n of our con-
tinent, We more {p courage than Ll,c
Afiatics and Negroes ; but methinks it would be
commendation more worthy of us, could it be faid,
we furpaffed them in juftice, benevolence, and the
other focial virtues. ’

, that the heads

more active

Tre
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n.—As foon as they
em. If they fee him,
proach him. ‘The hun.
ith guns of a large bore *, I have
handled

tioned the elephant, —which is
 hunted ac the Cape,—1 will ine
de Ja Caille, w]ui:}l T hope will be

¢+ The hunters always feck for the el
k him in the
monnted go out toge-
the plain, an
ch his thirlt at
h the u.|r.‘c‘\ ves e by a fignal
s,—and chen pierces him with a fircke of 3
ng.——The animal, enraged at the wound,
r, who retires to the plain. One of e
to ks aid, and atracking ehe elephan,
The beal forgerting his firll affail~
er_ cavalier then ‘.dm ces, and
< now difregards the fecond,
—and follows the third, upos
his fury In the mean
e lefs for the violence of
fted before his fielt ene-
» however, is not ufually the
by zhu firlt man, and foon
0 pires.”” ——1 have here de-
feribed the chaie only of the elephant—The inhabitants have ma-
ny ways of taking him alive,—fomctimes by a female putin a
park, fenced iu for the purpofe, and fometimes in toils, of which
ther are variots kini

compan
Wi

The Abbé thc:\ relates a (r:lmcwl event which happened while
he was Sape t—1¢ Three brothers, who had been leng
ufed to this karuf, were about to return to Holland, but deter-
miced to add one more 1o their many triumphs,—The firk bro-
ther pierced the and cfcaped ;—the fecond wounded him,
but in flying, his horfes fore-feet funk into a moleshili—and
could not secover before the elephant came up.—The lm;cﬂl
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handled one of them, but few, except peafants of the
country can ufe them,

Lroxs are not found within fixty leagues of the
Cape ; this animal inhabits the forefts within land 5
hisroaring, at a diftance, founds like the grumbling
of diftant thunder. He feldom atracks man,—he
neither feeks, nor avoids him 3 but if wounded by a
hunter, he will fele& that man among all the reft,
and {pring upon him with an implacable fury. The
Company allow privileges and rewards for the encou-
ragement of lion hunting.

I was told the following circumftance by the Go.
vernor, M. Berg, the Fort-major, and the principal
inhabitants, who vouched the truth of it :

At about fixty leagues from the Cape, in the un-
cultivated lands, thereis found a prodigious quantity
of fmall Cagris, (goa I faw fome of them in
the Company’s menage ; they have two {mall
horns on their hea their hair is
fpotted with white. Thefe creatures feed in fuch vaft
numbers, that thofe who go firft in the route they
take, devour all the pafture, and become very fat,
infomuch that their followers, finding no food, grow

beaft feized the cavalier with his trunk, tore him from his horfe,
and whirled him upon the ground,—he then took up the horfe alio
with his trunk, and threw him fiveral yards into the air. this
done, he returned to the poor man, who lay unable to rife from
the carth, and having again feized him, calt him with all his
mightinto the airand held out his tecth to catch him as he came
dawn—rhe unhappy wretch filling from a prodigious height,
wpon one of the teeth, it pierced h'm through the body and he
lay there impaled. The fivage beaft perfifted in holding him for
fome time in this condition, and feemed to exalt over him, by
advancing him towards his companions, who thoogh they faw his
diltrefs, and heard the ago nizing cries he uttered, were unable ta
affilt him, 9.

very
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very lean. Thus they continue their march in vaft
until ftopped by fome chain of mountains 3
duy then turn back, and thofe in the rear, findi
in their turn freth herbage, recover their mmd P
while thofe who were leaders before, lofe their tieth,
and become lean,  Arcemprs have been made to for
them into herds, but they cannot be tamed fu
ently for that purpol L lhe.fg mnmmm.)k
are conflar
as if nature in cr ‘n' & lerLl,
certain fubfifttance to the latter, It i
doubted, from what was declared to 1
men, that there are lions innumerable in the inte
parts of Africa: the account of the Hollanders tal-
lies with hiitory in this refpect. Polybius fays, thac
being in Adfrica with Sc :40, he faw feveral lions pla-
«ed on crofies, to deter others from approaching the
ages. Pompey, according to Pliny, did at onc
gme turn fix hundred lions into the amphitheatre,
among which there were three hundred and fifteen
males, There feems to be a phylical caufe in the
natural fyftem for Africa’s hmw the practical refi-
dence of “the brute creation. It 15 to be i
that want of water has prevented the incre:
human fpecies, and their forming []un elves into great
nations here, : Vait in ex-
tent as this coaft is, vers are but few, and thefe
fmall. The animals of ; ca can feed a long time
without v .. 1 have oL,.uwd on board of fhips,
that the African fheep drink but once a week, althe*
their provender is dried herbs.

e by tl

Tue Durch have eftablihments for 300 leagues
along the coaft, and for 150 upon the ftraits of Mo-
fambique ; they hav any at above 50 leagues
within land. e is pretended that this colony can put

P
under arms four or five tho te men, bur i
would

it
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Their num-~

would be difficult to get them tog, L]w_
the free exercife

bers would be very foon mucilul
of religion were permitted. lIull.md perhaps, upon
its own accourit, fears the ag rgrandizing of this colo-
ny, preferable in every mlma to the mother country,

The air is pure and temperate ; all manner of provi-
fiens abound ; a quintal of corn cofts there no i
than one hundred fous, ten pounds of mutton
ewelve fous. A legre of wine, containing two hu;
heads and a half, for one hundred and y s
They exact confiderable duties ticles
when fold to ftrangers ; but an inhabitant buys at a
much cheaper rate.

Orner articles of the trade of this co ntry, are
the fkins of fheep, oxe l\«.l\L\ :.mi tigers 3
aloe t pwwﬁm‘s bur dry firuits, and all “forts
of eatables §.  They have tried in vain to grow cof-
fee 1u' the vegetables of A 1 not thrive
here. nut- , but beinxz
un ttl:r-vc

* About 8ix Pounds Ten Shil'ings fierling.

t In 1771, the Dutch Eaft-India
at the C&pt and igted, tock on h fome corn,
(the produce of the cauntry) and brought it to Holland. Th
wheat is a beautiful berry, thin fkinned, white, quite dry, and
clean, and in weigh nglith or Ze:
to 132.—— The rye is fuperior 1o any of Northern g
My information of its proporcional w
that afvu whear ;

ips homeward bourd, bei. g

mifes much benefit — nh_v fell it in
In 1774, the wheat fold at two hundse
is about fixty-four {
heat of the climate at tl
it may be brought in bulk, theeg ovage is {v long 2 one,
without apprehenGon of danger froa its cfipveliing, .

The

lots at pum: aution.
d thi.ty guilders, which
Winchefter

R T U
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"The pine rifes to a moderate height. This country
might from its fituation, have been the mart for the
commerce of Afia ; but the north of Europe mono-
polizes all maritime affairs, The harbour is by no
means fafe, and the entrance of it always dangerous.
1 have feen at this fcafon, which is the fineft of the
year, many veffels forced to hoift fail and go to fea.
After all, the people fhould be thankful to Provi-
dence, for having given themevery requiite, to fip-
ply the real wants of Europeans, without having ad-
ded thofe things that ferve only to gratify their
paffions.

Cape of Good-Hepe, Feb. 10, 1771.

LET-
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L B4 BBt XL

SLAVES, HOTTENTOTS, HOl LANDERS.

HE plenty of this cotntry difufses itfelf even

amongthe flaves. They have bread and greens
ction. A fheep is allowed weekly for two ne-
groes. They do not work on Sundays. They lay
upon beds with matraffes and coverlids. Both men
and women are clad with warm clothes. I fpeak on
this fubject from experience, having been tld by
feveral blacks that their French mafters had fold
them to the Dutch by way of punithing them, but,
that in fact, they had thereby done them a fervic
A flave cofts as much again here as in the Ifle of
France. Man is therefore doubly iable in this
place. The fituation of thefe negroes would be pre-
terable to that of the peafants of Europe, if there
were any compenfation for the lofs of liberty.

Tae good treatment they meet with, has a great
influence upon their behaviour ; their zeal, achvny,
and fidelity, are amazingly gr t. Yet thele are the
very fame iflanders of Madagafcar, who are {o inatzen-
tive to their mafter when in our colonies,

Tue Dutch bring flaves from Batavia alfo. They
are Malays a nation of Afia, very populous ; but lic-
tle known in Europe. Their language and cuftoms
are peculiar to themfelves. They are more ugly

than
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than negroes, .1;1:! refemble them in feature. Their
ftature is lower, cheir colour @’ur moin cendré, * their
Thefe Malays are fubject to

hair long, but
the moft violent paflions,

Tue Hottentots afe the natural inhabitants of the
I Y “hey are not robbers—they do
not fell their children, nor do they attempt to enflave
cach other.  Among them adultery is puffifhed with
h—the cdlprit is ftoned.  Some of them let them-
elves as houfhold fervarits for a piaftre a year, and
1‘-rn the inhabitants with fo much affe€tion as to ha-
ves for them. They are conftantly armed
\\'1[h a LIL’H: -lance or dart,

Tnz government at the Cape feer to take 4 point
of plOn.Cth" the llom.mots When they lodge a
comp! t‘xmr againft an opean, they are favourably
it being pmum' that the party known to
have [l‘ll‘ fewelt defires and fewelt wants i the mioft
ikely to be in the rights

T have feen m'm} of them come into the town,
wn by eight pairs of oxen. They

eat length which they ufe with both
hands. The driver, from his feat, flogs with equal
addrefs the fore or wheel horfes:

Tur Hottentots are a paftoral people, and are all
upon a footing; but in each village, they chufe from

* Ido not know how to tranflate thefe ‘words, unlefs by thofe
made ufe of by a young Midfhipman, who was calt away with
Captain Barton in the Litchfield during the laft wa cribing
the complexion of the Emperor of Moracco; the young failor
obferves, that they dohis Imperial Majeity's complexion manifeft
:nJumce, who fay that he is a negroe, ler that he 15 only of a dark

chefnut complexion,
Q. among

=
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among themfelves, two men to ‘:\-hom they give the
title of Captain or Corporal, thefe manage their com-
mercial buline ith the company. They fell their
flocks very cheap,—fo chcap even, as three or four
theep for a roll of tobacco. Although they have
fuch numbers of cattle, they generally wait till they
die by acciderit or old age before they eat them,

Tuose whom I faw had a fheep-fkin over their
fhoulders, with a cap and belt of the fame ftuff, They
fhewed me how they lay to reft, which was naked
at their length upon the ground, and their cloak
ferving to cover them.

Fuzy are not {o black as the negroes—like them
hovever they have a flat nofe, wide mouth and thick
lips. 'Their hair s fhorter and more curly, like
wool®. I have obferved a fomething very particular
in their {peech,—every word is. preceded by a clack
of the tongue, the reafon without doubt of their
being called the Choccoquas; which name they
have in fome old maps by Monfieur de L’Ifle.
One would really think they continually repeated
choccogq;

As to the apron of the Hottentot women, ’tis a
ftory which every body affirmed to. be falfe, ‘tis
drawn from Kolben’s voyage, which is full of fuch
tidiculous fables.

fferent accounts are given of the fature of the Hot-
author isfilent on this fubje@—The A. de la Caille
fays he meafured one, whowas 6ifeet 7 inches  highy and corpu-
Ient in propartion=this man came into the town with many others,
and does not appear to have been fulected for his extraordinary
flatare—we may therefore fuppofe thefe people to be in general
Jarger than Europeans. Had he been remarkable for his fize, the
AbbE would doubtlels have fyoken of him accordingly. Tiws
The French foor is to that of England as 1000 to 1068,

Pliny’s
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ny’s remark is more to be depended on, that
als are lefs fagacious, in proportion as their blood
ftrongeft animals by his account
{t blood, and the more cunning the
ve myfelf arked that on bleeding,
y quickly. To this
the {uperiority of

caufe I fhould rea
white people ovel

S flaves, and the Hottentots, the
Dutch retain indented fervants. They are Europe-
ans, to whom the Company nce money, and
whom the inhabitants take home with them, having
firft paid the government their difburfements.

~ They are chiefly employd to fuperintend houthold
matters, Theyare dihigent enough atfirft, but good
living makes them idle.

The people at the Cape do not game, nor do they
vific much. The women look after their fervants
and houfes, the furniture of which is always in the
nicelt order. The hufband m
abroad. In the evening the fa
walk, and t
end. The fame bufinefs and the fame pleafures are
repeated each day.

nbles, they

Tie utmoft harmony prevails among relations,
My hoftefs’s brother was a Peafant of the Cape who
came feventy leagues from hence. This man hardly
ever fpoke, and was continually fitting and fmoaking
his pipe.  He had a little boy with him of ten years
old who conftantly ftood by him. The father put
his hand to his cheek and carefied him without open-
ing his lips; the child, as filent as the father prei
his grear hands in his own, looking up te him with

L9100 eyes
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eyes expreflive of the moft filial tendernefs, This
Tittle boy wore the country habit,—le had a coufin in
the houfe of his own age “who was very genteely dref-
fed ; thefe children ufed to walk out rogether with
the greateft intimacy. The lircle citizen did not

Took with coritempt upon the Peafant,—he ivas his
coufin,

She réceives {trangers,— vants,—and
maintains the moft perfect order in the houfe, and
with a countenance always at eafe. youth,
herb uty —her .mcmw:l hments, and chara@ler gain
her the el Im» r obferved
her pay any regard to th ed to her.
1 told her one day, great many friends;
<] have oné greatone,” faid fhe,—that is my farber.

yet

It was this magiftrates deli hen he came home
from bulfinef$ to feat | " among his children,
‘They jumped nund his neck,—the Tittle ones em-

s , they appe aled to him in their little
difpures—w ideft daughter, exculing fome
proving oth —and !m]lll'l" upon_all, redou-
of the truly pa arental heart of her father,
Methought I faw the Antiope of Idomeneus.

Tas people, content with domeftic happinefs,
the fure confequence of a virtuous 11 e, do not yer
feek a in romances, or upon the theatre. There
are no public exhibitions at the Cape, nor are they
withed for. In his own houle each man views the
moft pleafing—the mott affecting of all fpeétacles,
fervants, happy:—children, well brought up:—and
wives, faithful and affectionate. Thefe are the de-
lights which the tales of fiction cannot afford:  They

are
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are a penfive fet of people, who chufe
—than to converle, or to argue. Perhaps the want
of fubje&, is the caufe of their taciturnity, But of
what confequence is the mind’s being vacant, fo the
heart be full, and adtuated by the tender emotions of
nature, unexcited by artifice, or unconftrained by
unreafonable decorum and unnatural referve,

As foon as the girls of the Cape are in love, they
avow it ingenuoully. They call ita natural fentiment,
a gentle paffion, upon which depends the felicity of
their lives, and compenfates the pains and danger of
their becoming mothers ; but they themfelves—will
themfelves make choice of the man to whom they
make their vows of conitancy,

Tuey make no myftery of their paffion ;—as they
feel it —fo they expre Are you beloved? You
are accepted, entertained, and publickly diftinguifhed,
T was a witnefs to a parting fcene between Mademoi-
felle Nedling and her lover. In tears, and with
fighs the prepared the prefents: which were to be the
pledges of her affe@lion—in which employment the
neither fought for witnefles, pot did fhe fhun them.

=

Tuis mutual inclination is generally produétive of
a happy marriage. The young men are equally frank
in their proceedings. They return from Europe to
fulfil their engagements ; and bring with them the
merit of the dangersthrough which they have pafied,
and of a love unaltered by an abfence from its object.
Efteem and affectionare united, and maintain or life
that defire of plealing which elfewhere fhews itfelf
more towards other objects, than towards that to
which it is properly due,

(7

Q3 i




230 VOYAH GE 1o th

b fimplici-

As happily as the
ty of manners, and a counts
yer, every thing which comes from
ceived among them with tranfport.  Their house
papered with views of Amiterdam, of its public
places, and environs. They look upen Holland as
their country, and even flrangers in the ce fpeak
of itin that light only. I afked a Swede in the com-
any’s feryice, how long the fleetiwould be on its
rerurn to Holland—%we fhall be at Jeaft three months,
replied he, before we get home.”

; have a handfome church, wherein divine
don’tknow
ionto their
re w hofe anceftors have
d moft dear to the
peale of th ach Refugees, - At
Ieagy nce from the Cape they have a fet-
t, which is called La Petit: Rochelle. They
are quite in-raptures ac the fighe of a Frenchman, they
bring him home to their houfes, and prefenchimto their
; lien, as a man,, heppy, in having feen
the country of their fo

srefachers, nd in a profpeét of
o to it again.  France is continually o

fub-
jet of difcourfe, they admire i, they praife it; yet
doithey complain of it, as of a niother whofe feveri-
ty. towai 1 beens too extreme.  Thus do
they-break in upen their. enjoyiient of the country
they now live in—by lamenting ¢ heir exile from that
which. they laye never feen,

Tiue Magiitrates of the Capee/fpecially the Gover-
nor. are. treated: with: the urmoft deference.  His
houfe:is diftinguifhed only. from o thers, by the fenti-
nel at the door, and by the cufl:om of founding a

reumpet when he fits downito ding er.  This piece of.

. . refpect

r
2
=
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refpet is annexed tohis place. No other pomp attends
his perfon.  He goes out without retinue, and is eafy
of accefs. His houfe ftands by the fide of a canal
fhaded with chefnut trees planted before his deor. In
it, are the pictures of Ruyter, Van Trump, and fome
other illuftrious perfons of Holland. It s fmall and
plain, and fuited to the very few people who
have affairs to folicic with hims: but the governor
himfelf is fo refpected and beloved, that the inhabi-
rants do not even pafs his door without fhewing fome
mark or other of their refpect.

Hz gives no public entertainments, but his purfe
is always open for the fervice of worthy and indigent
people. They need pay nocourt to him, If they
feek for jultice, they obtain it of the council ;—if
fuccour, this he takes upon himfelf, as a duty,—
injuttice only can be folicited, but it conftantly meets
with the merited fucceis.

He has much time upon his hands, which he em-
ploys for the prefervaton of peace and concord,
being perfuaded of their tendency to the well being
of all focicti He is not of opinion that the power
of the chief magiftrate depends upon difcerd, and
diffenfion among individuals. 1 have heard him fay
that the beft policy was to deal juftly and honeftly
with every man. [He frequently invites {trangers to
his table.” Although more than eighty years old his
converfasion is lively ; he is acquainted with moft of
our works of genius, and is fond of them. Of all
the Frenchmen he has feen, he chiefly regrets the
Abbé de la Caille, for whom he built an Oblervatory
here. Ele efteemed him for his learning, his modefty,
his difintereftednefs, and focial qualities. T know no-
thing more of this learned man than by his works ;

Q4 but

»
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but in mentioning the refpect paid I:\ ftrangers to hig
memory, I feel a ) fatisfaction at fini
of this eftimable body of pLOPIL mt’l their eulog
of one of my countrymen*®

BB ST s Refus XX

CONTINUATION of my JOURNAT,
to-the CAPE.

WAS invited by Monfieur Serrurier, firft minifter

“of the church to go to fec the library. The
building is handfome and fit for the pui !p. I could
not help remarking a number of books of theology,
which h never yet occafioned any wmrowrﬁ(s
and indeed the Dutch never look in th At Ehl,
end of the comp: rden, there is a menagerie
containing a great number of birds pelicans
that [ faw upon the beach on my arrival had been
boarders in‘t slace; but they were driven away
becaufe they eat the young ducks. In the day time
they went into the road to feck for fith, and at night
returned to rooft on fhore,

* The late Dr. Goldfmith frequently fpoke of this :hp(er.
3s a mafter:piece of good fenfe, and well direfled attention and
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On the 10th of F il)rmr) a fignal was made that a
French fhip appeared : twas the i ance, that had
been forced from Bourbon*by the burricane, She
had loft her mizen maft in the ftorm.  She could give
us no tidings of the Indienne, Having taken in pro-
vifions, fhe continued ‘her voyagt to “America with-
out h,paum”th\. lofs of her n‘.m The Dutch have
a number of them in ftore, which they keep buried
in the fand : but they fell them very dear.” A new
mizen malt for the Normande coft 1600 crowns.

On the 11th the Digue, a pink of the King’s that
left the Ifle of Franceamonth before, came ‘into the
Cape to get provifions.
fieur le Fer.: He told me he fhould anchor here for
a er :l..\ nd then fteer tur tl'r: mlhwrd

and tmnl\.n,\ this om,.,.mniry a r.wonnbla. om, 1
rcli:h-c;!‘ to embrace it.

rqu.untui Monfieur Berg, and Munﬁun Tol-
bac, with my determination ; Uolh of them 2
fered me their purfes, * Supping one cvening at the
governor’s and talking of Conftarice wine, 1 Mondieur
de Tolbac afked me if I would not carty fome of it
with me to Europe,’ T very naturally anfwered that
the diforder in my finances by the accident that had
happened, prevented my making a little purchafe of
it, which 1. meant to have done, as a Prefent for
a lady to whom Ihad a particul attachmen. Hetold
me he would relieve me from this embarrafiiment by
giving me if I thought pmer an alverame of red or
of white wine, or of both. I anfwered him that one
would fuffice, and that I would prefent it in his
name to the perfon for whom I intended it. ““No,
Jaid ke, *iis to you 1 give it, as a yemembrance of :m
and ol the r;riuamlrdgemn, afk, is, that you will
wrile
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nt me the

qwrite to me when you ges 1o Fran 0. He
wine next morning. Monfieur Berg to whom T had
frequently mentioned the civilities T 1 received
from Monfieur and Mademoifelle Cremon. told me,
he would take upon himfelf the making my acknow-
ledgements to them, and that he would fend them as
from me two dozen of Conflance wine,

I afituation, where I was in abfolute wantofevery
thing, I was not 2 little happy at meeting among
ftrangers, with men of fo obliging and benevolent a
difpofition.

1 agreed with the captain of the Digue, topay him
600 livres for my paffage to France. He was to fail
in a few days. 1 was very cautious of ufing Mon-
fieur de Berg's ¢ I made up one fingle fuit of
clothes only and a little linen. This was the whole
equipageof an officer returning from the Eaft-
1 had not only loft all my effcts, but found ayfelf
140 livres in debt.

I had buc juft fettled my affairs here, when the
African came to an anchor at the Cape ; fhe came to
take in provifiens ; fhe left the Ifle of France about
the middle of January, and brovght the following
account of the Jud ¢une.

Trrs unfortunate vefficl had loft all her mails in
the form ; andafiter having kept the fea for more than
2 month returned at length to the Ifle of Franceinfo
bad a condition, that fhe had been fince difarmed.
Thefeas the (hipp’d had fpeile part of her cargo, and
had filled the Emwdcr room with water, infomuch that
the trunks of the paffengers were afloat.  Menfieur
Moncherat, 2 good man I knew there, had looked

over
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over my luggage, and wrote me word, that but little
damage had been done to any thing, ‘except to the
things in my cabbin,

Tuev.told us of an odd accident that happened on
board the /ndienne. Among the tranfports who were
fent to the Ifle of France, there was one of a good
family, named ***,  He had affaffinated his brother-
in-law in France. On the voyage he quarrelled with
the fupercargo, and when they landed, he fabbed
him without ceremony, and broke the bladé of his
fword in his body. He fled to the woods, but was
found, and committed to prifon. He was tried and
condemned, but while under fentence of death, thera
was a hole made in the wall of his prifon, through
swhich he efcaped.

Tris event happened two months before my
departure;

During the tempeft the Indienne was expofed to,
the mizen mait was carried away, and fell into the fea-
While they were haftily cutting away the rigging,
they faw in the middle of the waves, a failor hanging
by the round of* the floationg maflt, He cried out,
fave me, fave me, I am ***_ Tt was really this un-
happy wretch. <At the return of the /udienne to the
Ifle of France, they fuffered him once more to efcape.
When Monfieur de Tolbac heard this anecdote, he
only faid, He thas’s born to be banged will never be
drowned.

Tuzy had heard nothing of the Alfiance, which
probably was loft.

It was very fortunate for me, to receive my effedts
on the eve of my departure, and to be no longer on
: beard
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board the Inaienne, which was likely to be detainedt
fome time at the Ifle of France.

Tue Digue did not fail till the fecond of March. I
paid all my expences with bills of {‘(du ze upon the
Treafurer for the Colonies, at fix months, by which
1 loft twenty-two per cenc,’ difcount,

I Took leave of the Governor, and of Monfieur
Berg, who gave me feveral natural curiofities. I
had prt.fcnted him with fome of mine. Mademoifelle
Berg, gave me three perroquets from Madagafcar s
thcy had grey heads, and were of the fize of fp:lrrcms
My landlady furnifhed me with fruits, and weeping,
withed me, as did her family, a googd voyage.

It was with concern that I left thefe good peo-
ple, and their gardens of European fruit- tr‘.vs which,
though in the month of march, were loaded with
fruxt. I rejoiced in the thoughts, however, of find-
ing them in bloffom in Lumpc, and of LnJOV!TID’ in
ene year two fummers and no winter : but what far
exceeded the delights of a beauriful country and mild
feafon, I was abott to reyifit my native country, and
the friends I left in it.

LET.
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L. -E-T o Ei R XXV,
DEPARTURE FROM THE CAPE.

Descriprion of the Istanp of Ascensiow.

HE 2d of March at two in the afternoon, we

fet fail in company with fix of the fleet from
Batavia. The other fix went fifteen days before,
‘We went out by the fecond opening of the bay, leav-
ing Roben’s Ifland on the left. We foon out-
failed the Dutch thips. They kept company to the
latitude of the Azores, where two thips of war waited,
to convoy them to Holland.

Marivers reckon the Cape to be 2 third part of
the way from the Ifle of France to ]‘ulopg: ano-
ther third they call, to the line: and the laft, from
thence home.

Eicnt days after our dq';umm while we were fit-
ting upon deck a 5 in the moft perfedt fe-
curity, we faw a gres m the kitchen-
chimney, which Trofe al yards above deck.
Every bm\ ran forward. It was no more than a
panic : an awkward cook had thrown fome fat upon
the hearth. It was mentioned by fome of the offi-
‘cers upon this fubjet, that a few years ago, i{:}i{a

15
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fhip called the , the fire had catched the maft,
and that all the rigging forward being on fire, the
officers and crew were in diftraction, and came in &
tumult ©o tell the Captain, who coming out of the
cabbin, faid very coolly, * My good friends, this is
“ nothing, only bear away, and put before the
¢ wind.”

In fa&, the flames driven by the wind, ceafed
when all the fails were burnt. The man thus en-
dowed with fang-froid, was Monfeur de Surville, an
officer of great merit in the Company’s fervice.

Wk had the wind S. W. conftandy, and a fine
fea, till we got to the Ifland of Afcenfion. The
soth of March we were near its latitude, ( 8 deg. 8.)
but we had taken it too much Eaftward. We
were obliged to run down the longitude, our inten-
tion being to anchor there; and cacch fome turtle.

Tue 224 in the morning we had fight of it—
This ifland is feen ten leagues off, although fcarce
a league and half over.  One can diftinguifh 2
pointed hill, called the Green-Mounzain,  Lhe reft
of theifland is formed of fmall black and red hills;
and the pieces of rocks near the fea were quite white
with the dung of birds.

THE nearer you approach, the more horrid the
tandfcape appears. We codfted along fhore, in or-
der to anchor in the North-weft. At the foof of
thefe black hills, we perceived an appearance like
the ruins of an immenfe city. They were funken
rocks, which have proceeded from an ancient volX
cano; they are {catiered all over the plainy and as
far as the fea, in ftrange fhapes. The fhore here-
abouts is compofed of them, Some are-formed like

pyramids,
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pyramids, others like grottos, half finifhed arches, the
waves break againit which ; one while they flow o~
ver them, and in running down again, cover them
with a kind of table-cloth of foam ; fometimes find-
ing flat picces raifed high, and full of holes, they
beat againft them underneach, and throw up long
Jets deau of various forms.

Trese black and white thores were almoft cover-
ed with fea-fowl. A number of frigate-birds ho-
vered about our riggi where they were taken
by the feamen. 'We anchored in the evening at the
entrance of the Great-Bay, I went into the boar
with the men who were to catch turtle, The land-
ing-place is at the foot of a mafs of rocks, which is
feen from the anchorage at the extremity of the bay
on the right-fide. 'We got out upon a large fand,
which is white, mixed with grains of red, green, and
other colours, like that kind of anifeed called migr o+
nette,  Some paces from hence we found a litdle groz-
to, and in it a bottle, in which ¢ 1
there put letters, They break the | , and hay-
ing read the letters, pur them into another.

‘Wz went forward about fifty paces, taking to the
left, behind the rock, ro a little plain, where the
ground broke to pieces under our feet, as if it had
been a covering of fnow. [ tafted fome of it; it was
falt, which 1 thought very ftrange, there being no
appearance of the fea’s coming fo far,

Tuev brought up wood, the kettle, and the fail
of the boat, upon which cur men lay down in expec-
tation of night. *T's about cight in the evening on-
ly that the turtles come on fhore, The people were
laying here ac their eafe, when one of them jumping
upy called out in a great fiight, @ dead man, bere’s

a dead
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a dead man.— The matter ws
placed on a fmall hill of reeived that fome
perfon had been buried he man had lain
down upon this place without thinking ; but not one
of them would ftay here a moment after this difco-
very; and we werc obliged to comply w
and remove about a hundred yar

5 by a little crofs;

Tz moon rifing, began to diffufe a light over this
folitude, which, reeable views, that are
rendered more {triki g by the light of the moon, ap-
peared but the more le, and difmal. - We were
at the foot of the black-hill, at the top of which we
could fee a large crofs, put up, as we fuppofed by
fome failors who had l]u en there.  Before us, the
pl..lm was covered with rocks, from which rofe an in-
finite number of points about the height of a man.

Tae moon caufed a fparkling on the top of thefe
points which were whitened by the dung of the birds
that had refted there. Thefe white heads upon black
bodies, the one of which were upright, the other
floping, appeared like over the
tombs. The moft profor
difinal region ; afilence, nc
and rendered more horrid, |
on the beach, or the cry
frighted at the fight of men.

uf a ftray frigate-bird

bay waiting for tur-
ftill as pofiible,
At it we faw
three come out of the w ppeared
clouds, creeping along the fand. We ran to the
firft, but our impatience occafioned our lofing it.
She went down the ain, and fwam away.
The fecond was advanced farther, and could not
efcape

WEe were at lE‘L edge OE tl
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fot efcape; but was thrown upon its back. In the
courfe of the night, and in" the fame valley, we
turned above f:h) fome of which weighed above
5 CWE;

The fhore was dug in holes; where they had
lain fo n even as three hundred €ggs,
had covered them h fand, in which they wi
be hatched by the fun;

failord killed a turtle dnd made ﬂmg: of it
h, I laid me down in the grotto, where the
lecters are depofited, that I might enjoy 'Iw fhelter of
the rock, the diftant n
of the fand, T orde
ing-gown ; but he d ¢
where the m: 1 been buried:
certainly, ean be at once fo intrepid, and fo da
ly fuperftitious as feamen are,

1 fept vel ably. On awaking, I found
a fcorpion ar nd fome crabs at the entrancé of my

ve. 1 faw no other herbs here, tl i
of milk-thiftle; or celandi
and very bitter: The herbage, and the animals
were worthy of the country they were in:

lerr

f a reddith u)lu

i}.r:nt z]\‘ ni
and pirched on the g
fented the enc

R THESE
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Taese birds will fuffer a man to take them up it
his hand, as will every other fpecies unufed to the
fociety of mankind ; a proof, this, that there is a
fort of good-will and confidencé, natural to all ani-
mals towards thofe creatures, which they do not think
mifchievous *. Birds have no fear of oxen.

te-birds, for the

Our failors da number of frig
¢ of a piece of fat thatis round their necks. They
think it {pecific in the gout, ufe this bird is fo
fwift : but re, ch 1 this evil to our
intemperance, has not placed the remedy for it in our
cruelty.

Aspout ten in the morning, the fhallop came to
fetch the turtles on board. As the furf ran high;
fhe anchored at a diftance, and drew them on board
with a rope:

This bufinefs employed us all day. In the even-
turtles that were not worth taking, were
thrown into the fea again. When they have been
long on their backs, their eyes grow red as a cherry,
and ftand out of their head. “There were many on
the fhore that had been left by other [hips, to die in
this firuation,—a negligence that was unpardonable,

* Pofibly a good argument might be deduced from this cir:
cumftance, in refutation of the opinion of Hobbes, that if in 4
fuppofed ftate of nature, an human being, fiiould acciden
meet for the firfl time, another of the fpecies, they would mi
ally run away. 7.

LET.
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o Y i R DU G GV

CONJECTURES upon the Antiquity of the
IsLe of Ascension, the Isce of France, the Cape
of Goop-Herg, and of Evrork.

X JHILE our failors were getting the turtles on
board, I fat medown in a chalm or cavern of
rocks, with which the country is covered: a
riety of reflections fuggefted themfelves to my ima-
gination at the fight of {o horrible a diforder.

Ir thefe, thought T, were the ruins of a great city,
what memoirs thould we have had of thofe, by whom
it was built, and by whom it was deftroyed ? In
Europe there is not a fingle column.
ror e do we, fo well informed in other mat-
i ignorance of whence we came, and
weare? Allthe agreed as to theor

duration of Babylon, now defolate and u
habited ; but by no means concur in opinion con-
cerning the nature and antiquity of the globe, the
country of all mankind. Some maintain it to have
been produced by fire, and others, by water ; thefe,
by the laws of motion ; and others by thofe of chryf-
tallizati The people of the weftern world bel
it to be fix thoufand years old only,—while t
the Eaft fay that it is from all eternity,

Rz It
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It is probable that one fyftem only would be a-
dopted, if all the world were like this illand. Thefe
pumice-ftones, thefe hillocks of cinders, and thefe
broken rocks, which have bubbled up' a kind of
metallic drofs, evidently prove it to have been'the
work of a volcano ;—but how many years have e-
pfed fince the eruption to which it owes its origin ?

is had

M

appened a very long time

ago, thefe hills of afhes would have left their pyra-
midical form, and have been rendered flat by the
heavy rains, and the heat of the fun, . The angles
and ‘out-lines of the rocks would net be fo fharp and
cing one property of the atmofphere to
parts ofevery Body ; {tatues of
artifts of ancient Greece, by
ars, no longer

in reduced to

THINKS, if th

deftro

ot then a judgment be formed of the an-
a Body by the d : of decay it has fuf-
i as the antiquity of a medal is
| Is not an old rock as much a

al of earth, engraved by time ?

ec

ient indeed,
e furface of the ground,
d in it, from their

of a heavy body,
i f and the

h flow, is y
cannon, ranged up
courfe of a few
greater part ot ;

: per th;

Ir




a %;:rw
juf of a certui

5 Mnfi beiin
, I fhou |d L:'\’L n

Lu the meal
land but o

I
a modern date.

ne opinion, with
¢ ; but as its piqued
on| the tops, its rocks
in the earth,—and

1ced

es more ancient than the c

1-Hope appears to be of far
racks broken from the tops
buried in the earth,where
The foot of each moun-

n; rmation
the greateft quan-
d Lo blow,

, oppofite to the fouth-caft wind, hasa
xtenlive Talus, than that part

the town,

>-mountain,

1 nave alfo remarked upon the tabl
fome ftones ftanding by ther

ieces b em |
fharp edges they feem formerly to h
of no harder confiftence thap a w
polithed, gravel, e almonds.
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very hard, and in colour an

like plates of
China, that have been much ufed. 3

ny places the rock is qu.u. bn
nor is the bed of vum‘.l“h earth above two incl
deep uny where IL cannot then have be
irft grew

ages fince veg

rever, form any judgment fi
, beeaufe the fur it of \h( mountain being
f fand nor of poro but of a fort
d very hard ; the feeds

—m where his bed is of a con-
depth, it may have by fed by the
m ns after ha ard rains, or
in parts where it

floods {r

been driven or wafhed fa
is thin.

gh mountain {tand-
t as that of the Table,

th a matter unfit for
ie between the

which covers fome of thof
ed in the courfe of the laft century at the mouth of
the Loire

T}
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*Till the contrary is proved by experiment, |
will then prefume that Europe is more ancient than
the Cape of Good-Hope, —becaufe the fummits of
the mountains are not fo fteep,—their fides incline
more gradually, and the angular pieces of thofe rocks
yet uncovered with earth, are blunted and round.

I po not hereby mean fuch rocks as appear on
s of mountains, which the fea, torrents, or
ing of rivers have rendered fteep, nor the
ftones which the rain has left bare, by wathing
away the earth which covered them ; and much
lefs, thofe flints in the ficlds, which the plough
covers one year and uncovers the next : but
thofe only, which by their weight and fituation,
are fubject to the laws of gravity. I faw none of
this Jafit fort in the plains of Ruffia and Poland,
Finland is paved with rocks, but of a totally different
thape ; ’tis a feries of {mall hills and vallies of folid
rock, and may be called a petrified earth, Neyer-
thelefs as fir-trees grow on the tops of thofe hills, it
fhould feem that they have been a long time in the
air, which has decompofed them. It appears even
that in a climate lefs cold than the one I fpeak of,
this diffolution would be very confiderably accelerar
ted ; but that the fnow covering the furface for fix
months in the year, and the ground being hardened
by the froft, the effect of their weight is retarded.

Tuz kind of rocks moft proper for thefe experi-
ments, is fuch as are found in the neigbourhood of
Fontamnbleau. It is a free-flone, in huge maffes de-
tached from each other, the edges of all which the
hand of time has rounded off, Some of them are
half,—fome two thirds buried in the earth, and
gthers lay ‘an the furface in heaps, as if brought thi-

R 4 ther
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ther for the purpofe of buil
bably the fummits of mountains, which have not yet
entirely  difappe ury, has perhaps,
feen them f. '[hcr and uu:-pcr nm.u. nd twa
LHJLJ;’AnJ yc it i

o —Thefe laft, are pro-

Ny at rhl; day. . The
t, and the intrinfic

lar for m nr the
"Jif -\V
the fea w

iorcu with w the el
gravity tends to pmuvc, t
earth,” In time, the mountains ul
lefs fteep than t! now. ar
have diffolved the rocks by v
mited, and upon which it
in like manner as it has already deft fmu. thofe once
famous ones of Scyl d Charibdis,

BewiILDERED in thefe
a book of an
1

wherein, | wlkm‘r C
author

ons,—I taok from my
and opened a place

of Europe, the
thai their origin
Jeems luft 15 i r anceftors had
been born lufo‘u [ht_ ( 3 nether ce e
fpeaks of the people of the Jauuh 2 the fabricators
man nature, t)ﬂ'f”’li G as a torrent of
which the Lh could_ no longer

bock

I uave lived fome time in the North, and have
ed through more than eight hundred leagues of
, but I do not recolleét to have feen there one fingle

monument of antiquity. Yet, we fee durable traces
of all populous nations every where elfe, and from
the lowly fteeple in a country village, to the pyra-

gypt, every land where mankind haye in-
bears tefti .ﬂ{‘-:ly to their induftry. The
},lams O?(J" ce and of Italy are covered with antique
ruins, why are they not likewife feen in Ruffia and
Poland
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Poland ?—becaufe mankind can only increafe accord-

ing to_ wth of the fruits of the carth where
they mm. i North

barren and

with ha s of corn, ’ vine

e South, im their dl)\lndz‘n\,n, raifed

The people of tl
(.mLs Lumon‘L Bacchus,

altars to every Good
Flora, Pales, the Zep
fures, therefore they
fered pigeons to the God of Love,
the Graces, praying to L ucina to b
good hufbands, who fhould i

hml and affecti

onate. Reli as ummnml with n. and, as
10W JL\-" heart, the earth under

v, was covered with They

r(‘ﬁ- in every orchard to the Deity of ¢ ns; to
tune on the fe thore, and in every to Cu-

—the Mules, por-
obelifk to Diana,
: temple of Venus
ery foreft.

perytiles
cople, AmrL
fed its cupola over the trees of

BuT no mnu was an .nlmb tant d
| climate, to feek a new eft
h; no fo0 h;d lk, wi
i hin the frigid /om—lh 1+

l

what co

n on the aj
prefented his
zon, the \\inc.s o 1_\\: t]n_ xmm.\, and
fpli the trunks of the fir-tree and the o
c]m fountains congealed, and the courfe of rivers
ftayed by the freczing hand of Winter. Decp
fnm-.s covering with a fpotlefs robe the meadows,

woous, and 1 lakes alike. The ps.u:' the flowers,
the Jouum'ns,—wely thing, by which kaman life
can
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can receive comfort, or even fupport—de:
can {carcely breathe, nor dares he o
object that pnﬁms idelf to his eyes—fc
in the air, and every thing he fees, fu
with new caufe of forrow. When this unhappy cr
ture hears the cries of his helplefs infants, beholds
their te hnuwnu on their li i their
s ftrecched out to him for the Emp }’s has not to
hem, difcoloured, and py
How horrible muit be his ideas of [!u.i:md hr is come
into—Can he hope for a pofterity from nature, or to
reap harvefts of grain from fields of adamant,.—His
hand ‘muft tremble at opening a Toil repl i
death to his inhal
to participate hi e
10 brouze on the mofs and mk of [l\.\s‘ and cont
r over' a land, where a ftate of
hafed only with life "He n can h

<ld1nﬁ ?—A den or ‘cave n a rock
15" and if

fr is probable
peopled uill the Sou
ed. The Greek
rants, preferred the
native cli
carried with to
land and Ruffia, thofe arts by

neans of which,
imph over the
nents, and bid ¢ to the inclemencies of
every climate. Morea to Archangel,
an extent of five hundred leagues, no language is
fpoken but the Sc the words and éven
letters of whi

The
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True Northern nations are therefore of Greek
defcent, — they, howe again funk into a ftate
of barbarifm ; but 0w Once more emerging
rom it, under the influgnce of a legiflature more
d than' that of forrher times,’ Peter the Grear,

laid the foundation ef ‘their modern gran-
deur, and in our time, they live under the govern-
ment _of an Emprefs who gives them laws worthy
pf Areopagus,

=1

LET-
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LB I HE ol B TR o XX VIE

CB‘?"R\"\"’ION upont the ISLAND of

oes not occu-
L, he rurcic
hich it
the _\L..ll'. *Tis a folitary
ed fthores. A veflel’s an-
four | will drive t
nd if a gun be £

py 2 place uj
has made ct
du(‘s for three
that i

3 1l not return
and booby are mc
perienced ; but
keep upon the ve
not fuffer themielves to be
is the
retained, and the {p

of the rocks,
oproached.
ive manners
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ake up his abode amongft them. Doubtlefs the
common mother of all beings | ned' that bar-
ren rocks and fands fhould br in []‘L ocean, defolate
indeed, but protefted by the § -'mrdmmlﬁ, as a
n.ium. and afyl where the animal world may en-
joy what even mnmg mankind a Ldunuul her chiefeft
bleffings, tranquillity and libe

nt countries are "cpr'\wd of
ich this ifland ftill retains.
it has t.l ‘M that flavery,
3 ifg and
common to all nations, poflefied by
none, requented by few but Englith and
French fhips which ftop in their way from » India to
catch turtle, The Dutch being victualled ar the
Cape, feldom put in her

rTiLE and pleaf:
their narural freedom, wl
sun.mrdu! byt i
which is the b
America.

Thae air of Afcenfion is pum—[ lay two
ogether on the ground wit hout con
feen rain fall from the clouds whofe courfe was Ibv-
the fummit of the green moun n:l!, which how-
not appear o “be much hi gher than Mont-
mar {topping of the clouds is occafioned by

raction, which is always more forcible at fea than

filor is ill of the fcurvy while here, they
im with fand, and he quickly finds his
(oupl ved, ;‘xl:hcvgh l wa ur} well,
I held my legs for fome time in thi bath, and
felt for feveral days after an extraordinary quick cir-
culation of blood, which I could not account for.
Bur I fuppofe that this fand being compsied of cal-
careous particles, attracls to the {kin the humours of
the body it mdolgs, like thofe abforbent ftones
which
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which are applied to a fting to extract the venom: it
were to be withed that fome able phyfician would
make experiments in other diforders, of a re:
which inftinét alone has taught to the {corbutic fai

‘WE were to. pals one more night athore —At ten
in the evening I bathed in a fmall bay, between the
landing place and the main, furrounded with a femi-
circular chain of rock At the end of this bay the
fand is raifed to a height of fifteen feet, and runs
down to the fea in a flope. There everal rocks
at the entrance, ey do not rife above the fur-
face of the water.' The fea when much agitated,
breaks over them with a prodigious noife,—1 was
obliged to gripe falt by the rocks, as the billows
beat over my head almoft every minute.

TaE 24th in the morning, the bar was very high,
the fhip hoifted a flag as a fignal for us to come off,
It was impoffible for the boat to land at the ufual
place 5 fhe had been taking in a dozen of turtles that
had been referved, and was then fwinging by a grap-
plingiron at half a mufqer fhot from where we ftood.
Some of the ftrongeft among the failors pulled off
their clothes, and watching the moment of the fur-
ges leaving the thore, carried the Tuggage and paffén-
gers on board—running as faft as they could the
whole way.

I told the officer who commanded, that T thought
her very fufficiently loaden—twenty perfons were
on board her, and as many remained on fhore—
but being defirous of faving the trouble of a fecond:
trip ; they continued to go on board. In the mean
sime, a monftrous furge raifing up the barge, broke
the grappling, and threw her on the fhore—eight or
ten men up to the middle in the fea expedted to be
dathed
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tlafhed to pieces—Had fhe brought up fideways, fhe
had been loft, but lu fhe was thrown in ftern-
foremoft. Two or three waves facceed; ingr lifted her
almoft upright, by which means fhe fthipped a good
deal of water att—The people on board in Their
fr.ght jumped into the water, and were near drown-
ing— But at length the united efforts of us all, fex
her once more aflc

On her return for us who rémained, fhe narrowly
efca !%‘Lh the like accident, and happy for us that fhe
did fo, for we were not hands enough to have got
—The thip muft have failed—and we had been
lefton an ifland*whereon we could have found neither
provifions, wood, nor water. And yet it is faid there
are fome little ponds of frefh water at the foot of the
green mountain—and a few goats, who finding no
herbage but dog’s tooth, are half ftarved. Cocoa
trees were planted here, but would not grow.

. Tue South Eaft part of Afcenfioh is compofed of
lava, and the North Eaft of hillocks of cinders;
wh:nce I conclude that the wind was to the S. E.
when the volcano rofe from the fea—and that it blew
gently, elfe the cinders would have been too much
fcattered to have formed the promontories of hills
they now compofe iun]m' that the interr
{or combuftible matter) of volcanos is notk
the revolutions of arr 'noiphun. and that the com-
motions and t::mi)dis of the earth, are independent of
thofe of the air.

Tuey fhould feem rather to depend upon the wa
ter ;—of all the volca or know of,
there are none but wh e fea, or fon.gg:mr,
lake—I made thi time ago when
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I was endeavouring to account for the caufe of thertt
—and being confirmed by nature, my opinion is the
more likely to be a juft one

We fet at five in the evening of the 24th of
March.  We lived upon turtle for near a month after
—They were kept alive all time by laying them fome-
times on the back and k:mmr-.\,s on the LLII) ,—and
by throwing fea-water over them feveral times a day.

TurrLE is very nutritive, but one is foon tired of
it—the flefh is very tough, and the eggs but of an
indifferent tafte,

fometimes {torms. The currents 11 thward very
perceptibly ; they more than once, carried us ten
eagues in four and twenly hours, when there was no
wmdflhn 28th of April in lat, 32 N. we faw an
eclipfe of the moon at about eleven o’clock at night:
we had feveral days of calms ; they are faid to be the
i als between the different winds which prevail
in thefe latitudes. From 28 to 23 deg. N. the fea
was covered with a marine Hl nt, Lq‘lul _grappe de
raifin (clufter of grapes) i Full of finall crabs
and the fry of A, In s perhaps is a means
which nature makes ufe of to people the fhores of
iflands with animals, which could not be tranfported
tlmhu by any other: the fifh frequenting near the
oaft being never found in the main fea.

‘With great joy we faw the pole ftar agai
above the horizon—and the ple
every night that it rofe; the fight of it my
evening “walks very agreeable.  One night at ten
o'clock as T was \\..lkmg upen the quarter
fomebody fpoke in much hafte and feeming

anluar
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the officer who had the watch: he bid the man light
a candle, and follow him along the forecaftle. I
took the fame way they did, and prefently we were
not a lite lL hnlp'léul to fee a cloud of thick and black
fmoke iffue from the hatchway.—The failors of the
watch were laid down very quietly upon one of the
fails of the mizen mait, and when we called tothem,
were feized with terror. Two or three of the
molt daring went down the hatchway with a lanthorn,
erying out that we fhould
about for buckets, but could not find even one.
Some were for ringing the bell to call up the people,
others for working the pump that was aft, to carry
water below ; every man propofed, but no man at-
tended 3 the rder cannot be defcribed.

At length being all ranged with our heads ftooping
over the hatchw .1), we waited our defti y. Theimoke
1we even faw gleams of flame iffue from

Prdmtly h\muu’, avoice from below
called out, that the fire had only catched fome wood
o the oven to dry.—This moment of inquictude
1 luke a century. H of feamen! In the
2 E perfect
fectri 1), and mt]m vc'y hum of return to our native
country, ‘one unforrunate accident had well nigh
brought upon us the moft dreadful of all deaths,

Tue 16th—the failors were exercifed in iirinf: ata
mark, which was a bottle hung at the end of the
yard; the guns were tried : We had five of them.
Ilm was dmw that we might be prepared, in cafe
we were attacked by the Saltin’'s*—Fortunately we

* There is no Englith word for Saltins—but Salles being about
thatlatitude, 1 fuppofe the Author means the Rovers of that
place. 7.

S met
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met with none. Our finall arms were in fuch bad
condition that at the firft firing one of them burtk
near me, and wounded the failor that held it very
dangeroufly.

Tre t7th, I perceived at noon day, upon the fea,
a long band of a greenith caft, in direétion from
North to South—It was motionlefs, and extended
near half a league.  The vefltl fed it at the South
end. There was no fwell upon it, or near it. The
captain as well as the officers agreed that it muft
be a fhoal or at—it is not marked upon the chart.
‘We were now as high as the Azores.

Tug zoth of May—we faw an Englifh fhip bound
fo America they told us we were in 23 deg. longi-
tude, which was 140 leagues farther to the weftward
than we imagined ourfelves.

Tue 22d of May, in 45 deg. 45 min, N. we
thought we faw a rock, over which the fea broke.
The weather being calm, they hove out 2 boat. It
was a thelf of farf formed by the bed of the fea—
Two hours after, we found a maft furnifhed with rigs
ging,; which appeared as if cut away from an Englifh
thip'in ftrefs of weather. We took it on board joy-
fully, for we began to want firewood. and what was
worfe, provifions ;—having made but one meal a day
for eight days paft.

Tue fky had for fome time been clouded over ift
the middle of the day, fo that we did not know in
what laticude we were. Fhe 28th, the wind blew fo
hard that the vefiel could carry none but her lower
fails. At eleven in the morning We perceived a fmalk
thip before as—we paled to leeward of her, There
were feven men upon her deck, pumping witllha}l

their
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might ; the water ran out cf all the fcuppers,
We neither of us made much way, and intacking,
fometimes pafled fo clofe, that I feared the next wave
would have run us foul of each other. The Pilot
in his red night cap, called out to us through a fpeak-
ing trumpet, that he had not been four and tw
hours from Bourdeaux, and was bound to Ire
We fufpected him by his hafte, and the bad condition
of his veflel to be a {muggler,—it is cuftomary
fea, as well as on land, to term our opinions of ftran-
gers by their appearance.

Anour ten o'clock, the wind {ubfided ; the clouds
feperated into two long ranges, berween which the
fun fhone out.  All the fails were now fet, and men
placed upon the main top to look out,—her head was
kept to the North Eaft, thac we might have the bet-
ter chance for fecing land before evening,

At four o'clock we faw a fmall fimack, which we
hailed, but the did not anfwer': {hewasdriving before
the wind. At five o’clock a man aloft, called out,
land, land, to keward—we immediately went upon
‘deck~— and many of the people ran up the fhrouds,
we prefently difti ed rocks, that whitened

5 1.
as we approached—they were thought to be the

mountains of Penmanmaur. We lay too duting the
night, and at break of day perceived the coaft three
ag h but nobody knew what land it was.
ind was fcant, and by no means fuited to our
impatience. At length we faw a boat, and hailing
her, was anfwered, that fhe had a Pilot on IJOE.iI‘d.
Overjoyed at hearing the voice of a {"reuch.man juft
come from his native fhore——the crew ran with eager-
nefs to the fhip’s ide to fee the Pilot come aboard—
Whar cheer, Brother, faid the Captain, what land is

S 2 that #
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fhat? Belleifle, faid the Pilot—*“D'ye think we jhail
have a breeze 2" —““An’is pleafe God mafter, perbaps
we may."

He had brought with him a large barley loaf,
which having been baked in France, we very foon

eat up for him.

Tue calm lafted all day ; towards evening it frefh-
ened, and in the morning we were along lide the Ifle
of Grois and came to an anchor.

Tue cuftom-houfe officers came on board ; and
after them a croud of fithermen.—We bought fome
frefh fith, determining to eat our laft meal together ;—
during ".'mn we uor up, we fat down again, —but we
did not cat,—we could think of nu!;lnng, we could
look at nothing, but the coaft of France.

TaE crew were overwhelmed at the thoughts of
their return home, with a joy, that fhewed i itlelf in
the moft extravagant ways—I fpoke to fe , but
could not get an anfwer from one of them—I muuore
agreed with a Fifherman to carry me and my baggay
on fhor re, and having taken a hearty and friendly leave
of the Captain, went into the boat, and was foon
landed ——[lmnkmg sod for having once' more reftored
me in fafety to my native country.
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L B e R XXV

Ox VOYAGES axp VOYAGERS,

T is cuftomary to try in the beginning of a book

_ to gain the good will of the reader, who very
often does not read the preface at all ; in my opinion
’tis muc er to wait ull the end—to the very mo-
ment when heis going to form his opinion 3 then it
is impoffible for him to efcape without paying
attention to the Authors excufes—the following are
mine,

I have compofed this work as well as I could, and
nothing has been wanting to give it all the perfection
1 am capable of giving 1t—if it is ill executed—it is
not the e my fault; for one thould be blamed for
doing ill, but whenwe can do better,

; yle is faulty, I fhall be very glad to fee its
errors pointed out; it {hall be my tafk to correét them,
During the ten years [ have been abfent from my

have almoft forgotten my own lan-
d 1 have obferved that it is ofren of greater
ell, than to think, or even to aét well.

ufetofp
My conjeétures and my ideas of nature, are materials
which I'defign for the conftrution of a confiderable
edifice ; till [ am able to elevate which, I fubmit them

to criticifm,  Juft cenfures are like thaws, which
folve foft frones, but harden hewn ones. fhall trouble
you with onemoreoblervation only, which I fhallnow

53 make
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make ufe of—twas {aid, ** a Saint began w
ftone, what afterwards bnu-m an
he atchieved this miracle by time and
my part *tis no wonder if 1 loft both the one and t
ather.

3 is t us go on t
more jmportant objects—"Tis r fingplar that
- there has not bun one voyage puk blifhed by
of our writers who have the greateft fame in
literature and philofophy. We have no model of
this fo interefting fpecies of writing, and we fhall
long want one, fince Monficur de V olmm D’Alem-
bert, Buffon, and Rouffeau have given us none.
Montaign * and Montefquiéu have written their tra-
vels, but have not publifhed th li cannot be
faid that they thought thofe coun "s in Europe
r ‘1cv had been, fufficiently known ; fince they
made lU mdn\ HL‘\V I)blll’\‘ ‘IIIDI‘SO €ven our ow
‘11 iar rous. this fpe
difficulties,
moft univerfal
ith of ftyle,
B

imperfect —
1e becomes diffufe

aluable writers of
n isin my opinionamong the
aFrenchman, Um-
The Abbéde Choifi

of Mon-
anold cheft,
T

fieur
and w
faves
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faves the reader the irkfomnefs of a fea journal—he is
agreeable, but that is all we can fayof him. Tour-
nefort defcribes learnedly the monuments and plants
of Greece, but on fuch a fubjett as the ruins of
Athens a man fhould write with more fecling. La
Hontan fpeculates, and fometimes bewilders himfelf in
the folitudes of Canada. Lery defcribes the manners
of the Brafilians, as well as his own adventures,
with a pleafing fimplicity. From thefe different geni-
ufes might be compofed one excellent one—but every
man has one peculiar to himfelf—for inftance,
the failor who wrote in his journal that he * paffed
“ by Teneriff at the diftance of four leagues, the
« inhabitants of which place feemed very affable.”

Some Travellers fpeak on one fubject only;
this feeks after monuments, ftatues, infcriptions, me-
dals, &c, If they meet with a man of extraordinary
learning, they beg of him to write his name and
fome fentence in their a/bum. Althou gh this
cuftom is a commendable one,. I fhould prefer an en-

after examples of probity, virtue and great-
of foul of the moft eminent men of each
lace.—Had I written my voyages to the north,
the world would have feen therein, the names of Ol-
gorouki, the Palatine Xatorinfki, Duval, &c. Re-
markabie buildings would not have been unnoticed,
fuch as the A:f2nal of Berlin, and the Royal Academy
of Cad.ts at Peterfburg : As to fubjeéts of antiquity,
1 confels that they infpire me with none but the moft
gloomy ideas. A triumphal arch is to mea proof of
the weaknefs of human nature and the uncertainty of
its purfuits ; the column,--the ftatue remains,—
but the conqueror to whofe honour they were erected,
§s no more,

S 4 1




264 VOYAGE o the Isie or France:

I prefer the tendril of a vine to
Id with far greater pleafurc import to
nutritive plant, than the filver fhield of Scipie.

thoulc

In the j"um' dt‘g\rree Lhar rhc

fo artificial thar we give to uui ds, ¥
the appellation of cu icfiries, and feek for

divinity .m'm\b books, in which (tl
lation a 'srt,n but vague refleftions and gener:
cations of univerfal order areto be found.. Yetwould
we fhew [hL ingenuity of an artift, we ﬂm uld rather
particularize the feveral parts of 31.5 work, than give
a general definition only of it. Nature prefents to us
nlmons fo very 13, intentions fo thLu ient,
and fcenes, whic/ ¢, and I might even fay.
imperceptible, are fo umLITu, that ﬂm\ muit in-
luence the moft inattentive mind—and excite an
exclamation of, furely there is a GOD., .

Tue art of deferibing natural objects is fo little
Lnu“ nor ufed, that terms to L)(\n {s them are not yet
the d tlk.u[ tion of a moun-
- that it fhall be recognized ; when
ut‘ the bafe, the flanks, and the
levery thing. But whata va-
torms, round, long, flat;
of words without information,
15 to lulh and vallies—If a
LOhIn do it with-
of fome of the
five orders of .u.,ln ecture—tis fubdivided into fur-
ipal ftory,. entablature; and in each of
from the pl]n[]l to the cornifh, there isg
nota fingle moulding without its proper name.

t(afn in fu
";U ﬁ;.\'L'

We
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‘Wz need not wonder then at the imperfeét accounts
eravellers give of natural objects—In delineating a
country, L]\;v tell you of towns, rivers, and moun-
tains,— but the picture isas men,a"LI conveys as lit-
tle idea to the inmginatinn, as a mere gccgmphicni

chart Of Indoftan or of Europe, *tis all one.
The phyfiognomy (if the expreflion may be allowed)
is not there. Do thL {peak of a plant? they givea
detail of the flowers, the leaves, the bark, the roots;
‘but its port, its femblage,, cl:: ance, or inelegance
are not to be defined—The fimilitude of an objeét
depends upon the harmony, the unity, and connection
of its feveral parts—for you may have the meafure
and proportion of all the mufcles in a man’s body,
but you:will not therefore have his port

Ir travellers, who have treated of nature,
are defeétive in point of expreflion, they amply make
up by thé abundance of their conjeétures. Fora
1 I was induced to believe, from theaccounts
1 had read, that men might live in the woods in a ftate
of nature. 1 did not find one fingle wild, unknwon
fruit, that was fit toeat in all the Ifle of France ; and
thofe tafted, I did fo at the hazard of being poifoned.
Some few indeed were of a tolerable tafte, but of thefe
’twould have been hardly pofiible to collet enough for
the breakfaft of a monkey—there are indeed feveral
noxious roots, - that are bulbous and of a fort called
Nym, {or I’Va,:r Lily) but even thefe grow under
water, where not likely our man in the ftate of
nature would feck for them. At the Cape 1 expetted
to have found mankind better fupplied. I faw arti-
chokes of a fine frefh colour growing upon bufhes ;
but they were fo crabbed, they ‘were not earta-
ble. In the woods of France and Germany there
isno uilu.r than the maft of the beach and the h'uitl?f

the
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the chefnut—and thefe laft but a thort feafon. It is
affirmed thatin the golden age of the Gauls, our ancef-
tors lived upon acorns ; but the acorns of our oaks
are too aftringent, thofe of the green oak only being
alfo rarely found in France, altho’
very commonly in Italy.

Tue firsin the forefts of the north yield a kind of
apple, upon which the fquirrels feed greedi
doubt they are not proper for the food of men.
ture would have dealt but hardly with the fovereign
of the animal world, had fhe {pread a plenteous table
for every other race of beings, and left him deftitute ;

he alone is endued with reafon, and a d.fj
»n to fociety, without which the former w
of little ufe to to

uld teach to
born for fociety,

hat fubfiftance,
and without wi

ultof

—is, their placing hap.
in their native country,
ign countries are fo entirely
¢ ever afterto be out of

“Fheir defcriptions of
agreeable, that thi

humour with ones o

prehend.
or a very cold clin
fome; moreaver the cold is an inconvenience eafily
ta
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to be remedied, whereas the heat, is hardly to been-
dured, and can never be avoided, For one fix
months I have feen the land{chape about Peterfburg
perfectly white ; for another fix months 1 have feen
the Ifle of France totally black ; add to this the de-
ftruétion- occafioned by the vermin and the hurri-
canes, and which then fhall we chufe? It is true
that in India the trees are in leaf all the year round,
and bear fruit without being grafted—and that the
birds are numerous and beautiful,—but all things
confidered Tgive France the preference, efpecially
if the conftant fpetacles of mifery be confidered in
the eftimate—for the fight of one man in a ftate of
wretchednefs is fufficient to effe€tually deftroy my
happins Can one think without horror that” Afii-
ca, Ame and a great part of Afia are in flavery ?

I directions to fervants are delivered

In Indoftan a
with a ftroke of a rattan ; infomuch, that the cane
has obrained the title of King of the Indies; even in
the boafted country of China, corporal punifhments
are inflicted for the moft trifling offences. Among
us,—culprits even, are treated with fome degree of
confideration as men.  How defolate, how rigid fo-
ever-the northern climates may be deemed—nature in
its rudeft ftate will ftill in fome refpeét prefent me
with-a_pleafing profpect. ‘1 have: been witnefs of
very affefting {cenes even among the rugged rocks of
Finland. - I have feen ‘there, fumniers finer and more
ferene than thofe of the tropics, days without night,
lakes fo covered with fwans, ducks, woodcocks, plo-
vers, &c, that one ‘might fay they had forfaken all
other waters to come hither and build their nefts,
The fides of the rocks are frequently covered witch
mofs of a thining purple, and the Klswiva * with

* A beautiful kind of creeper with a red flower.

its
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its Aowers of fearlet, and leaves of lively green, ha-
ving {pr ad abroad a carpet on the ground, meets
with the ftately fir, and round the dufky g
es its fragrant branches, forming retreats
adapted to love or to. va\ Iui, Ina deep v
and on the m tood the m
of a gentle
turbed, fave by the found of a torrent of waer,
which the eye faw with pleafuse faliin fi
the black furface of a nei
s true, that in winter the verdure
appear tog Wind, fnow, hoar froft,
envelope :at upon the me while chearfu
efs and hofpitality reign within. Ilt) will go fi
teen leagues to vi
friend pr ()L aims a feft
the healths of their g
at men, to the found of horas and drums,
it fmoaking by the fire and relate the s
of their 5'0m h, wmlt the young fellows in their boots,
dance to the fife or tabor, rm.mi the Finland maid g
who in her furred pcn]um appears like Migerva in
the midft of the youths of Sparta,

g
old men

Ir mur manners 'ug uncouth, their hearts are not
wn:'nmt fenfibility—They talk of love, of pleafure,
Paris; for Paris is the metropolis of the female
fex. er that the women of Ruffia, l‘ol.znd,
and Traly come to learn the art of ruling the men,

i m,,\ yint
r w(ulmumm\ Inftan
among thefe peopl frequent and ex:
of fome general

bands in the
Note of the Author,

have followed their huf=
ntering into the army,

with




h ribbands and laces; ’tis there the f.iil‘ P1r?
xerts her power with humour eve
new,
throws at her fee
his melancholy ; w 1 the very bofom of
art, laughing pIEp and which binds by its
pleafures every people of Kurope.

¥ Lr, \\]10
art w. .tln,

Or
verfions, but be
people, and live in
iplendid coaches, its Horel
public fhews, itsbanquets, vif
foon diffolved as 5
are productive of only
joyment. Life cught not to be a mere fpect
*Tisin the country only that a man enjoys the gen
feelings of his heart, and the plealures of ¥

is wife, his children and friends. A country
life is pr ”al)ie in every rL(pot to living in towns ;
the air is pure, the pw,pcus enlivening, the walks fine,
provifions at hand, and the manners S of men, betrer,
becaufe more imple = lover of liberty dcpcnds
upon heaven alonc : the mifer receives new pre
fents hourly, the warrior gives himfelf up to the
chace, the e voluptus ces here his garden, and
meditations without
, [hew me one more
nore¢ noble than the horfe, or

¢ Paris, not for its di.
are a good fort of
y. What are to me its

fear of interruption. Of an
ufeful than the ox
more faithful tl

not on account of
e ‘;wcn bro

the
ight

which is
communicate it. W




270  VOYAGE o th Isie or Frarwce,

days #—days when pleafure abour
thought and w
rienced at findi

1ded without for
ut alloy ?  ‘What joy I have expe-
P’s neft | —With what delig]
and careffed a partridge—received
the ftrokes of its bill—and felt under my hand the
palpitation of its heart and the fluttering of its
wings! Happy the man who revifits the feenes
where every thing was beloved, every thing was am
able —the meadow he had ran races in! or theorcha
he had ravaged! more happy he, wl
quitted you, paternal roof, facred
wanderer returns indeed, but does not
—of his friends, fome ,—fome gone away
his family is difperfed, his proteftors——but life is
no more than a fhort vo age 5, and the age of man
like a wint day. I will not however think upon
its troubles, but call to « he virtues; the good
s, and the cenftan wy friends. Perh

s and my { r
continue to live e
may fome 2
tants of the Cape ! Fort
on the rocks of Ma
wretched lot ; it is not fo
thy griefs,
chy t3
upon himfelf, with remor
kave nott
made my fortune.

he

grat t

nt

711:-'.'!:.*;\5 the

Paris, Famiary 1, 1773,




, The fhrubs which I hav
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LETTEZR XXIX.
Or T'REES,

A MONG the curiofities I have brought home,

in the fe
compaffed with t
form forefts of feveral lea
{wim about,
pores do not bear fruit, ‘nor can they
the vegerable fy ftem ; they are the work of y
nite number of finall animals, who unite the
forts for the formation of thefe plants of ¢
e fent with the madrepo
are called litophites, and are, as well as the corals,
equally the work of fmall animals. This, which
you may look upon as a mere conjecture, is confirm-
ed by microfcopical obfervation. The chymical ex-
periments on this matter are r. ther uncertain, becaufe
the reafonings of ch = founded upon the
diffolution of the fubject. ever a con-
clufion is drawn from the
in favour of the opini y :
effefted; by beings aétuated by a fpirit of order
intellicence.  After all, a fhrub is not more d
to make than an he s forr
bees. The difj
the world is now agreed
* All the fpunges
in fo many dif

w under wazer,
in which
T

ure of plants, and are branched
e could hardly kelieve them to
be the work of marine their texture s fo ¢ d
their fibres fo delicate, that it is inconceivable how thefe animals
can lodge in them, BowgarNviLLs, on Nat. Hilt, of Ifle d=
Malcuines, 7.

Buc
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In my opinion, that every is inhak m“u
1 ftand entirely alone. * DD not ¢
the Grecian fancy of the H.u
Laurel had its Daphne, and that e
nately killed by aQuoit, is the inhabitant of one {
of tree 5 or that all whodie of felf-love fhould be
lodged in the Narciffus.—Could I abfolutely con
the truth of this fyftem, I fhould ot ther
thc purpofe of univerfal happinefs to be adv:

Ihelegs and arms may be lopped off fmm
Hl.\trun for a clown to make faggots of —My in-
have no fuch fears,—but thLJ are wile, and
ingenious.

that every

1 Am dware that che fupport of this opinion, will
be more difficult, than of that with refpect to the
madrepor -Men intereft themfelves litcle abourt
what pafles at the bottomn of the fea, but ’tis widely
different with flowers, which are obje&s generally
known and ufed, and have a received opinion affixed
to every thing relai to them. And yet I cannot
fee \\'h} our lulama, which refemble the madrepores
in e other refpet; fhould not in their being in-

hubilui alfo.

Every machine of a natural conftruction has an
internal org ti which tends toa certain ef
by a certain means. For example ; in the ear there
is a thin elaitic concave mel lhnu called the tympa-
num; adapted to the reception of founds ; and in the
eye, a fort of t wfparent and convex membrane,
which colleéts the of light upon'the retina. The
ear is evidently co ed for the purpofe of |

Ct,

s of chymiltry which was publifhed
then Profeflor of Chymiftry, but finte,
ty of Cambridge. 7.

- ‘Lcm ].Ldvn
Vi

in 1771,
Reg. Prol r. ofl)m

as
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the plant I
we plant a willow :
downwards, the  100ts

7 & common ]‘lll'ﬁ
1p ne pofture any
bable of \.L“lﬂﬂb imfe elf, his elaws or his
in procefs of time g w out of his bac k.

Crano: of pofition cannot a
to caufe cither to perfe
hine which |

the parts fo as
m the office of the other ; in
been inveltigated, each part
t€t, nor can it be inftrumental
The laws of nature are fimple, uni-
1 conftant.

a tree as a l‘LpUbJLL, and rot as a
n as a bra 7 1s planted

¥ als whi
to thofe

h that has bee
rounding and co
Others have

a bourreler (or I.m
the earth, l\mrr fu
rovifions and mate
It they meet with a rock, ¢
y, perhaps furround i

T
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ting. In fome fpecies, as in the oak, they drive down
a long pivot (or ap root) which fupports the whole
habitation 5 each nation has its different manners :
Some build upon piles like the Venetians, others up-
on the furface of the earth, as the Savages raife their
cabbins or huts.

Wazx the diforder is fet to rights, they employ
themfelves in making magazi ifions. Po-
on among the little republicans is very rapid,
ufe of the eafe of {ubfilting. They live upon
oils and volatile falts, with which the air and the earth
abound. To obtain thofe of the air, they have re-
courfe to the method practifed by failors when in
want of frefh water, and as they fpead our their fails
in rainy weather,—thefe difplay leaves, as fo many fur-
faces, which, that they may not be carried away by
the wind are moft ingenioufly faftened by one point of
fupport, at the extremity of a pliant and elaltic tail
or ftem.

Some of them afcend through the trunk with drops
of liquor, others again defcend by the bark with the
fuperfluous aliment.

Tr the leaves were formed by the fap, as may be
imagined by fome, the fruit and fowers might be fo
likewife : but, graft a wild {ftock ; the fruits-of the
graft fhall be good, while thofe of the ftock fhall not
be changed in the leaft. If the fap which has af-
cended by the trunk of the graft, and has defcended
again by it bark, had partaken of any quality, it
would have fhewn itfelf in the fruits of the ftock.
But this does not appear, and why it does not is evi-
dent : The animals of the ftock bring materials to
clofe the orifice made for inferting the graft, which
on their arrival, the inhabitants of the graft receive

and

&

-

i
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5

-and fabricate of them exeellent fruits : whiltt thofe of

the (ftock continue ito -form -their - ufual indifferent
ones. The materials are the:fame, the duds are in
common, but the artificers are different. It may be
afked, how thefe beings are proteéted from an.incle
ment winter. They, as.other.animals, have:inftind-
tive precautions :for-their fafety ; theyinvelop therr
houfes with coverings proportioned:in number .and
texture:to the climate they are defigned by nature to
inhabit. The trees of the North, as the fir;:the birch,
&c. have,three feveral barks,—thofe of hotter coun..
tries have a forc of cuticles only, by which the fap
defcends.

Taue fagacity of thefe animals fhews itfelf in ano-
ther refpéét,—they proportion the height of their
edifice to  the fize and extent of its bafe. In laying
their foundations, they mect with a variety of ob-
{tructions,—another tree,—rocks,—or an improper
foil when they have reached a certain depth, In the
air, they are not reftrained, except by confiderations
of fafety.  We have a ftrong proof of this in plants
which twine and cling ; for they fpread themfelves to
a very great extent without {topping. Some of the
liannes have fhoots {o long, that it would be difficult
to find the ends of them, The beans which climb,
rife to an extreme heighe, while the marfh bean fearce-
ly attains to three feet—thefe are notwithftanding
equally long lived. We fce alfo, that trees growing
on mountains, are low in ftature : thofe of the fame
{pecies in deep and fheltered vallies, that have no fear
of the winds, rife with more boldnefs to a far greater
height ; and I am perfuaded, that if an elm in the
courfe of its growth, were to pafs through a number
of terraffes, its inhabitants would with courage lay
feparate foundation in each, and raife the head o a
height that would be prodigious,

T2 TrE




296 VOYAGE # ke Iste or Fraxck.

Tue Chinefe make a curious experiment, which
will confirm what T have juftadvanced. They choof®
upon an orange-tree, a branch with its fruit, which
they bind hard with a brafs wire, and cover this liga-
ture with wet earth, upon which is prefently formed
a bourrelet (or pad) with roots,—they then cut off
this little tree, and with its large frui

it {et it upon a
table. TFad it been left in its original fituation, it
would have formed a fecond ftage of orange-tree.
Here then we have another proof that trees are not
machines,—becaufe’ they can always grow, and have
no determined fize.

» Monfieur Bougainville fays, that in Otaheitee weeping wil-

lows are allowed to be planted before the houfes of great men on-
1g,—and tha it is known, that by bendiog the branches of this
tree, and planting them in the ground, the fhadow may extend
as far, and in w diredtion you ]:Ica(a,—of this tree the
dining hall of the Kings of Otaheitee is formed. 7.
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Of  FLOWERS,

HERE aremany productions of nature, of which

oureyes will not enable us to form ajudgmcnt-
are we therefore to doubt of their exiftence ; fhall we
fay that the animals of which I fpeak are void of the
feveral fenfes of tafte, fight, or feeling : as well may
we doubr ‘that the Rom’u.s who built the amphi=
re of Nimes, eat, (]r"r‘k or flept, becaufe the
f il {torians, who tell us of this bml;lmrx do not make
ar mention of their doing fo. ~ Your garden
1daily, and you afk whether its inhabitants
You know that when plants deprived of air,
almoft- immed ately ; and you again afk, w he-
hey breathe ? Some flowers are known to clofe,
and fhut up their leaves in the night ; and others not
only do fo, but even change their col
0, le.ru are fome that clofe
ng, as the tamarind-tree, Can we
mEhmnce of the light upon them,

Tue movement and contrattion of the fenfitive
lant upen r] e approach of the hand-towards it,
as been attributed to the animal heat; but this
cannot be the cafe, becaufe I have feen it C(lually
| contract upon being touched with a

T 3 ftick,

B
b

W move
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ftick, a ftone being thrown towards it, and even by
the wind *. Its powers of motion and contraction
can proceed therefore from no other than an intrinfic
caufe.

Suourp it be objected, that thefe animals depart
from the univerfal fyftem of felf-prefervation ; that
all others employ themfelves in labours ufeful to them-
felves, and thefe, in making flowers which anfwer no
purpofe but the pleafure and gratification of mankindy
and which, after all the pains. and trouble beftowed
in their formation,, can; fcarcely be faid. to exift for a
day. . A reply is ready from the continuation of the
account of their proceedings : The mother-country,
and fpeaking of inbabitants, the exprefiion I think
may be allowed) being now too populous, the next
care is to fend forth colonies.—The fine weather in the
fpring, is. the time chofen for this purpofe, -and for
providing fuftenance for the emigrants.—Sugar, milk
and honey are collected, and depofited gn build-
ings conftruéted with admirable ingenuity. . The
heat and action of the fun is now of the greateit con-
fequence, as well to bring to perfeétion the provifi-
ons, as to promote and accelerate the fponfalia.

It thould fceﬁn, that this politic people, when they
colonife, unite their coloniits by ties the moft forci-

* A new fpecies of Senfitive Plant has been lately difcovered in
the marfhy parts of North America, which has been tranfplanted
to England, and grows.there. It iscalled the Dienara Mufcipula,
or Penus Atrapemouche. Its leaf is no fooner touched by a fly or.
other infeét, than it folds itfelf over its prey, and remains in that
compreflid flate till the captive isentirely confumed. It will clofe
up equally if touched by a firaw, hair, or pin. . Experiment has
not yet afcertained, whether this plant derives its nourifhment
from the flies it takes ; but it feems very likely that it does fo,
and if this be the cafe, the Attrapemenche tends more than all hi-
therto known, of the different fpecies of the Polypus, to confirm
the analogy between animals and vegetables. 7.
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ble, that nature knows oriscapableof,—they adopt the
meafure of government when eftablithing our fettle-
ments on the Miffiiffippi, who fent out very few per-
fons, but fuch as were newly married.

Tug males erect little hollow tubes, on the tops of
which they form lodgements of golden duft, from
whence they defcend to the bottom of the flowers,
where the females expect them with impatience,

Thuz flower, appears to be the work of the female
—Itis hung with the moft beautiful fattins, purple—
fky-blue--black.— One may fancy it a bridal-cham-
ber, whence are exhaled the moft flagrant perfumes,
—Or it may be called a vait temple, in which atonce
are celebrated an infinity of nuptial ceremonies— each
leaf is a bed—each ftamina a bride—and many fami-
lies inhabit under the fame roof.

SomeTimzs the females make their appearance by
themfelves upon one tree, and the maIEs upon ano-
ther. Perhaps in thefe republics, the ftronger fex
keeps the weaker one in fubjection, and will not ad-
mit them to affociate upon public occafions, altho®
there is a neceffity for making ufe of them upon par~
ticular ones,—Like the Amazons of old, who were
ferved by flaves of the male fex, but allied themfelves
with none but free people.

Ix the palm-tree, the female alone is employed in
preparing the conjugal bed ; which when perceived
by the male, he fubmits himfelf to the difpofal of the
winds, and is by them tranfported upon thefe beds,
called by the botanifts, Prolific Duft.

I may feem on this occafion, to be tranfported by
my imagination beyond the bounds of probable rea-
T 4 fon;
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Anorxer example of their attention, is, that the
flowers of fummer which have large cups, are faften-
ed to ligaments, by which they are rather fufpended
than fupported ; they quickly lofe their flowers : of
this kind, are the wild poppy, the poppy, the flower
of the pomegranate, &<,

T : is another fpecies, of which the fun-Bower
is one, whefe leaves are difpofed as radii round the
circumference ; the flower is here placed upon a fexi-
ble knee, by ans of which, the inhabitants are
conftantly turning it towards the fun. One mig
fancy them fo many Academicians, directing
cope, of re g mirror towards that lumine

prudent conduct is remark
fieét to the colours of fiow i
being the moft adapt
5 the generality of {pring and autum
[ thole or fuch like bright and clear teint
cat being {o fmall makes the ufe of

Tue fowers of thefe two feafons which are of a
deep red, as the anemony, piony, and fome fort of
lips, h hei ters black, as moft proper to
iys immediately, The fummer flowers
are of deeper colours, and lefs adapted for reverber-
ation. In chis feafon we frequently fee blue and red,
but black very rarely, becaule it never refleéts at all.
Poppies which are of a deep brown, are, if expofed
to the fun, burnt up before the flower is developed.

Tre elevation of plants, their fize, their colour
and the form in which they are cut or fcolloped, feem
all
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all combined in a wonderful harmony—Confidered

in this light, flowers inftead of being mere objects of £
pleafure, are fit fubjelts of frudy for the ableft geome- #
tricians, B

Nature in all her difpofitions is equally bountiful
and jult—Things for our ufe are furnithed to us with
fimplicity : for fuperfluity and enjoyment, with mag- -
nificence. Corn, olive trees and vines, are inftances
of the former, flowers, and many other beautiful
natural productions, of the latter

‘Tue animals of, India as they differ from qurs in
their. wants, are: equally differént in, their operations
—in our climates, hedt is nécefliry : our animals
therefore form. the flowers before the leaves.—And
farther, north, they build a folid Aower and, cov
with' fcales—thefe are ranged in a conoid form upon
a fort of efpalier. The fir tree “and the birch would
be parched up in hot countrics, wherefore they never
grow there. ¢

Tae trees of India are full of fpreading leaves,
under the fhade of which grow the Rowers. Their
ciscumference is never very compact, as may be feen
in. the orange or citron, trees.

On trees that have but few leaves, as the agathis,
the various forts of palms, the date, cocoa, and la-
tanier,— the flowers grow in- pendant clufters—In this
inverted ftate; they are-not liable to- be feorched by
the fun, having- no- other heat than a reflefted one.
Trees of Europe bearing flowers in clufters, bear
them upright, as the vine, lilach, 8cc.

To
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To conclude—In Europe the flowers feem to feek
for the fun; in India, to"avoid and fhun it, the
greater number either growing clofe to the trunk of
the tree, or elfe hang down in bunches as thofe above
defcribed. g

L& E RS Ea R X,

OB (E RAUCE TES:

T may be alledged as an argument againft the fyf-
tern for whic% I contend, that my animalcules
reafoning too much from confequences, feem therein
even to be wifer than - men. ** Wherefore is this but
becaufe the animal is'endued with an inftin&, equal
in effect to that experience which man is ever arriving
at, and ‘never -attains to. ~ The {pider, weaves as foon
as it iffiies from the egg- Fhe portion of intelligence
afforded to each fpecies is pertect from the beginning,
and fuffices for all the wants of the animal—Tis a
general obfervation,-that the fmaller the animal, the
greater its-induftry—~Among- birds, the fwallow is
more alert than the oftrich : of infeds none is fo
fmall, noris any fo laborious as the ant—A&ivity
and adroitnefs feem given to the weaker animals as
a compenfation for the want of ftrength-—and mine
being fo much fmaller than all thefe; I am juftified
in believing that they are alfo more intelligent.
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the other hand, the artificers of the linden  treg)
which grows in moift and fwampy grounds, know
very well, that fhould -they conftruct unweildy co-
verings, their weight would bu:), them (in ‘the fame
place they fell. th:efurc, their feed is fixed toa
Jong fibre or feather, with which it is let down by de-
grees, and carried away by the winds. The willow;
which grows in the fame kind of foil, has its tufts of
feathers as well as the reed. The feeds of ‘the elm;
are placed in the midft of a large follicle or purfe;
by means of thefe, which ferve them as wings, they
are tranfperted to any diftance. By the conitruétion
of itsfeed, I fhould beinduced to think the elm de-
figned for the inhabitant of the valley. 'We need no
longer' wonder that the cherry and peach tree rife but
to a middling ftature. A full grown peach which
fhould fall from the heiget of an elm, would not g6
far. How then, you will fay, do thofe that are mere
fhrubs, fuch.as the blue bell, artichoke, . thiftle, 8c.
for they cannot roll away from where cthey lit. Lan-
fwer, that t
wings, and they are then tra)(p:::ﬂd by the wind.
In autumn you may fee the air full of them. They
are ﬁup:wlul with equal induftry as ingenuity, and
far they travel, the feed -lw.ws talls perpen-
nd there are fome fortof peas with elaftic
when ripe, fhoot forth their feed to the
F ten or twelve feer. Do you now think
that a plant is no more than an hydraulic machine ?

as the inhabitant of the chefnut, and
other fr vhich I have mentioned, proteét them-
felves h'm1 the attacks of the —fo the ftrawber-
1y, and the rafberry, make their enemies fubfervient
to their purpofes. The former, are warriors, the
Jatter, “ politicians. They environ themfelves mth.a
fubftance, alluring to the eye and grateful to the
tafte.

¢ alfo affix their colonies to a kind of
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1afte. The birds feed upon this fubftance, and are
nourifhed by it; and by a natural operation, fow the
feeds again in the earth.  They devour thetruir, ‘but
this does not damage the feed, which is too hard te
be affelted by their digeftive powers. Many other
fruits that have ftones in them, are fown by ithe fame
means. This finefle is not peculiar to the animals
of our hemifphere.  The nutmeg, isakind of peach,
growing in Molucca ; its nuts bring in a large revenue
to the States of Holland 5 who, that they may referve
to themfelves the benefits rifing from it, have endea-
voured to deftroy andieradicate this tree, in the iflands
that do not belong to them ; ‘but their attempts are in
vain: a particular fpecies of fea fowl, fowing ir, foon
after they have caten it.  Thus weak is man, when he
milicates againft nature : a whole nation could not ex-
tirpate one fingle vegetable.

Trx King of Proffia for the encouragement of po-
pulation, once gave orders to cut down fome foreits,
to provide lands for new married people, It was re-
prefented to him, that this méafure would occafion a
fcarcity of timber; to which he made anfwer, * 1
had much rather have men in my dominions, than
trees.”  Can it be fuppofed that- the fovereign ruler
z ngs, would not rather chufe for his fubjects,
animate beings, than mere uninformed machines ?

‘We have feen a

lz moving in the juice of
plants—and although L i

) € 00 munute for us,
their various operations are imperceptible to our or-
gans, though d by the beft microfcopes: yer
they as certainly labour, aét in concerr, and perform
every thing elfe I have related of them, as the ani-
mal inhabitants of the Madrepores, and Litophites
—for as thefe. are the nts of the fea, the others
are in like manner the Mud.cpur':s of the air,

o
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You will fay; they certainly differ in their ¢

ftruction, becaufe the Madrepores do not bear fruit
—but this is an opinion rather ftarted, than tobe re
cived. Fortistobe confidered, tharthey liveina fluid
where their fruits can neicher fall nor roll 4
end then fhould they environ the colony with
berfome body ; or with a lighter fubftance,
wad which furrounds the feeds, which a
the water.
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i Ir the animals of the water, had inhabited a ftill
more folid L]LiTlL"lf, for :unpln, the earth; they

would e been expofed to any fort of agitation,
And it is probable thaj they would then have had no
occalion to put down roots, to raife a ftem, fpread
out Jeaves te fruits, asdo

thofe that inh

In copl’umuun of my affertion ; the truffle has
none of the s abovementioned, nor has it any ufe
for them. t end fhould there be flowers on a
plant that never fees the fun, or roots to a vegetable
not expofed to any thock ? 1 "have heard many p\upl;
fay, they cannot divi e by \vl means the truffle is
reproduced ! its re in my opinion, effect-
ed by the communication of its animalcule with each
other through the interior parts of the foil it grows in,
where reigns a caim eternal and undifturbed.—The
Auid !Jmnsv traiq the communication, cannot but
be ealy—rno veflels are neceffary, for the lictle inha-
bu.um may i\\lm along in fafety. One would be al-

moft forry that the animals of fo charming a fruit,
ﬂ\uuld be fo indolent, and of fuch apparent L-q
l]JE l';l\. L-nu) ments Uf ever V hLlll" are I'ﬂ Jp’)"
fo its ’ltu.mtit“s nd man, m‘ ull hunos the mott in-
gent, *Tis
ft; and
t: lﬂL, dmu rh] {5 1cnfsch
i others, may perhaps be more contented

Havixo accounted T hope, for the ordinary caufes
of vegetation, if you are not yet fatished, I will now
extraordinary productions : and my beft
mode of doing this, will be by anticipating fuch ob-
ons as I think you may probably make to what has
been already advanced ; and the firlt is one, which
you will fay perhaps, all the laws of l\ydmulncs can-

not obviate,—~That a young tree, full of fap, fre-
U quently
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quently }"m' forth ln.:mmv 1d leaves, without be:
ing the flowers natural to its fpeci
of the roots bL. ng cut off by an
it becomes fruitful. Wi

ear, unlefs deprived
I reply, that thofe
or [Llp(‘nlu ty of provif fio licitous'to ex
patriate themfelves they luk ta enlarge the
ments in. their pl'dun oc upation 3 I
od alone ; but no fooner prov
off, than they find it abfolutely neceflary to fen d from
home fuch part of the inhabitants as can no longer
{ubfift in the environs.

damaged,
in the

juent to. the accident, an un-
nber of Aowers ; = wards of fruit,—and

then d

I+ may indeed feem ftrange, that on the eve of its
it fhould be more prolific than formerly ; but
in : the inhabitants bei Afullbl(d
bate on the
h 1s made wl

are broken up ¢
erith by Cold or
E n deps They immedi:

conftruct L‘.:Jun and' take refuge
‘i:»' mother-country thus ..mmdumd,

H nger :
go to work,

very feed, there is an
h contain ftill
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gr_.x_d?.:icn whcrci_u the matter is no longer fufceptible
of form; m being no more than the bounds or limits

of matcer. Ifitwere otherwife, t}

would by

much

matter in an. ac as'in an'oak ; and if it has the
principal forms only of the oak, the queftion js,
where are thofe that it has nor, and that ar equally

effential to, a ] ; ituent parts of, the
vak in its mature ftate, as thofe which are retained ?

fon of any of the forms being left out, can
only be for want of room; the fpace of the fecond
ng much lefs, the number of forms muft be again
And as every decrealing magnitude
muit “neceffarily come at laft to nothing ; and thefe

glands continually diminifhing, there
it of ‘confequence a period arrive, when the race
of ‘oaks would 'be extinét and at an'end. Yet this
is the-hypothefis upon which the generality of peo-
ple r , when they would account for the caufes

¢ been talking upon this fubject,
riends have profeffed themfelves from
mpaffion,  unwilling to believe the ex-
iftence of thefe animalculz 't Can it be pofiible, fay
they, that myriads. of Beings'thould be created, to
be deftroyed, mercly for the fuftenance or pleafure of
ma 1? And that,” were- my opinion a juft one,
they would rather continue in error than give their
aflent to fo cruel a tr But I can fee no reafon
why ; y fyftem for compaffion’s
fake. tomifts have no.fuch fcruples when they
form a fyftem, every thing' that comes in their way
falls im to the knife. An Englith Gentleman,
er of bitches, big with young,
covery of the laws of gene-
fation ;—but he did not gain the information he
foughe
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fought after, Others

ry juftly condemned e

ing taken out thé bowels of a living dog, to fhew
the fpectators the | veins. I would by no me:
encourage the pl.'ch( e of fuch barbarous experime
but my fyftem does not affeét the life of t]w anim
whofe exiftenice it is meant to prove,

are too minufe to I\(L()
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