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INTRODUCTION.
. s

I NG

The SEYCHELLES are a group of some
thirty tslands, sitwated in the Tndian Ocean, some GO0
miles N.E. of Madagascar, right in the heart of the
Tropics.  These Lalands were taken from the Fronch
e ITO8 by Great Britain, and are not wnder the
(Fovernor of Manritins, '.F'.-rar':,.' are mogtly mouwntainons
and surrounded by ocoral reefs. Frports—Fibres,
Nuts, FPalm Oil, §e. Mahé, iz the largest Island,
being &8 square miles, the chief towen is Port Victoria,
where a small garvison i3 always stationed. The
population consists chiefly of slaves from FEast A frica.
It ie rather clrange that although it has been a
ritish Colony for so many years, French is still the
language generally spoken,
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STAMPS OF SEYCHELLES.

TAMPS were first issued in Sevechelles in 1890, and

% were prepared by the well-known firm of Mesers,

Da La Roe, 'The first set of Stamps to appear conzisted of
cight values, the design as bhereafter given. The head of
Queen Vietoria in a circle forms the centre-picee, at each
side thie word * Postage™ appears in & rectangle, while the
name *SEYCHELLES™ is at the top of the Stamp. In the
lower portion of the Stamp there i3 an hexagonal space which
denotes the value, and on each side of this 2 spray of leaves,
This spme design has been used by many Colonies sinee its
intreduction for Sevchelles, All the Stamps issued in this
Colony are watermorked with o Crown and CoAL, and are
perporated 14,  As most philatelists know there are two
distinet |||1Lh'.-| nasil in the ilﬂlI|||1'|iIII1 af the ahove ."ir.|:|;|_]-|:‘I
classed as p|.'|1-:' I. and |I|.'lI:1' II., but, however, it will be as
well to point out the difference. To decide this examine
the sreond jewel space on the band of the erown,  In plate I,
there are lings of shading in the middle compartnment of the
digdem which contains the diamond shaped jewel, amd in
plate II. you will perceive it is quite ¢lear from any shading.

{Hﬂ: l!]ll-|1.|':|ﬁ~'!|||~=::,

These Stamps were produced in two operations. The
first prints the design, whilst the second prints the name of
the Colony and the value; thus it will be seen that the sume
Plate: is used for the body of the Stamp in each valoe.
Altogether three plates have been used, the first shewing
plate L, and the two later ones plate I1. The Stamps ate
FT"EI!l'-'I'I in sheets of 120, armanged in two panes of GO (10




STAMPE OF SEYCIELLER. ]

rows of 6) placed side by side.  The plate nmmber appears four
times on exch sheet, above and below the second Btamp from
the ends of the top and bottom rows.  Though there dees not
appear to be any reliable means of distingnishing between
individunl specimens from plates IT. and 11T, (apart from the
mnrginal Stamps from: the comers).  These from plate I, can
be easily identified ns they are all plite I There are also
many colours of the pum used, such ns brown, ereamy, aml
white., . The brown is mostly found on the carlivst-isspes: the
creamy on the intermedinte ones, whilst the white gum has
tlmost invariably been used for the Iater issees; bot at the
gme time you can find all shades of gom on any of the issnes.
As 1 stated before the first issue for this Colony was in 18850,
thie sot consisting of eight different values, rangiog from
2 cents. to 96 cents, 1 may say that this is the only issue in

which Stamps of die 1. are known to exist,

First Issue, 1800, Plate 1.

S Cents, Green and Caromine. Number issued 169,440
4 o, Carmioeand Green. = i 156,720
8 v DBrown, Purple and Blue. 7 v 145,680
14} e Brown anil “|II|". 44 W :'5',‘3|.:5.|
18 i Girey-and Black. i o 25, 800
16 ,, Chestnut aml Blug, - pe L1404
48 ..  Ochre snd Green. = i 98,300
96 .. Maove and Cannine, ¥ = 1,800

Iszue, 1890, Plate II.

2 conts. ... Green and Carmine.

- S Carmine and Gresn.

g ., - Brown, Purple and Bloe,
18 e Brown and Bloe.

e Grey and Black.

16 . Chestonut and Blue.




BTAMEPS OF SETCHELLES:

Second Issue, 1803, Provisionals.

A reduced rate of postage came into foree early in 1893,
and this caused the value of Stamps to be made to 8, 18, 16,
45 and 80 cents, necessary.  Therefore, o supply of the first
four values was ordered from Messrs, I La Rue, but before
these reachad the Colony o quantity of the 1880 fasne values
—4, 16, 43 amd 96 cont. Stamps—were locally surchiargod (o
megt the requirements for the first-nnmed valoes.  The
surcharges are in two lines in black. consisting of the valoe
in Iarge thick figures about 4% mome high, with the word
“Cents' in heavy type underneath. There are a great many
varieties in the surcharges issucd which no doubt is accounted
for by inexperienced hands being emploved to carry out the
sarchnrging. These consists chicfly of raised or dropped
letters, eansed by the type being left loose in the forme need
for the surcharging. These varieties differ, however, by
different letters being shifted—such as raised ©C 8" or
drapped “XN T, raised 8" mizsed ©“C.""  The surcharges
wis made on 30 Stamps at a time, so that cach pane of GO
haid to go under the printing press twice.  These surcharges
were made on both Plate I, and IL; as it will be found the
# cents, om 4 cente., 12 cents. on 16 cents. and 15 cents: on 16
cents, are on Plate II. only, and on Plate I, are found 12
cents, on 16 cents., 15 cents, on 16 cents., 45 cents, on
48 cents. amd 0 conts. on 96 cents.  There are also to) be
found in these, surcharped varieties with inverted surcharges,
but only in the three lower walues, numely, & cents. on
4 cents. Plate 1L, 12 cents. on 16 cemts. Plate IL., and
15 eonts. on 16 cents. Plate 1. There are also double
surcharges to be foumd in the three lower vilues




Bramrs or Sevonennes,

The number of each value with inverted surcharges
issued, was about 200 |-n[s:i-|-:-\. of caneh valoe, and of the
12 conts. on 16 cents. may be found about G copies with
double surcharge.

The quantities over-printel were:
Btock on hand,

Scents. on 4 cents. L., 00, 480 obsolete,

12 = 16 7] 23,760 5,880

15 3 16 ., E 24000 5,160

4 =Flr L re s - 18,500 obgolete,

90 5 W 8,160 vhsolete,
_."

Third Issue, 1803, Plate I1.

This issue consisted of four values, namely, 3 cents.,

12 conts., 15 conts. amd 45 cents., watermark Crown C.A.,
perforated 14 as before.  The design was similar to the
previous jssues, buat of course the colour was chanped, the
4 centa, being Purple-and Orange, 12 cents, Sopia and Groon,
15 cents. Bage Gireen and Lilac, 46 cents, Brown and Carmine.
This issue remained in foree till June, 1896, The number
[WiﬂTl"'| of each value and the stock on band at the time of

withilrawal were as follows —

Valua, Number lssned, Boek on hand.
B cents. 131,880 72,000
12 & 107,580 000K
186 iy : 100, 560 61 M)

40 4 e 47, 1G0 37,200




Bramrs or SEvOonBLLES.

Fourth Issue, 1806, Plate I1.

This issue eonsisted of two Provisional Stamps, being
made from the issue of 1883, namely—the 456 cents. Brown
and Carmine wos:surcharged 18 cents., and 86 cents, on
45 centz.  The surcharges were made in tall thin type
about 4 millimetres high amd 16 millimetres in length,
but one noteable fact about the two surcharges are that the
36 on 45 is 164 millimetres, the difercnce being in the value,
There are ulso to be found in this issue double surcharges and
plso broken value ond letters, as in most of the Stamps of

this country.

Fifth Issue, 1807, Plate 1I.

']"I:i:-. is=ie was |,':|'|:-_r:|1|.'.'|,'-|l s |'|1'iI!|r-.'-| E!l:.' Messrs, e La
Bue & Co., and was made up of the fellowing values—
2 pents: Orange Brown and Green, 6 conts, Carnidne, 15
conts, Ultramarine, 18 cents. Ultramarine, 36 cents. Brown
and Carmine, 75 cents, Yellow and Violet, 1 Kupee Mauve
ind Deep Red, 1 Ropee 60 conts. Grey ond Carmine,
2 Rupee 25 cents. Lilee and Green,  Thiz made nine valoes
in all for this izsune. There is no particular difference
between this issue and the previous one, only there are four
higher values, and collectors will note that the value on the
four higher values are on & plain white gronnd in the
hexagonal space, and on all the other issues and values the
value has been on & ground work the same coloor as
their values:




STamM¥s OF SETOHELLES. 9

Sixth Issue, 1gor, Plate 11,

Again there appears. another Provisional issue, about
June, 1301, What good use these were to supply it is
diffcult to lirll]1-l-t|ll'|1|. s most of thi nuamiber i=sined was solid
to'n fow colleetors or dealers ; thorefore they never were used
to Gl the postal démands, The 3 cents, on 306 cents,. was the
firat to appear. That is the reason why this viiloe has becomi
quite searce without the surcharge. Then followed the
3 cents. on 16 cents, and the 6 conts. on 8 cents., and the
last of the four 3 cents. on 10 cents, The fssue of these
four provisionals covered s space of four months, They
wire surcharged in the same way as the T:n\\':iun:l provisionals,
#0 you will find dropped letters, such as are to be found
in the issue of 1803, and also broken letters and letters
t!ti*’i“g. &, The 8 conts, on 10 cents. and 8 centa, an
18 eents., and 3 cents. on 30 cents, are surcharged in Black,
3 cents. with two parallel lines cancelling the old value. The
length of the surcharges are 12 millimetees in all valnes except
the 6 cents. on 8 conts,, which has the surchiarge printed
over the original value without any lines; this surcharge =
about 124 millimetres in length, and no doubt was printed
with the same type as the previous three Stamps.  The
4 cents, on 16 cents. is also known with double surchoarge.

The number surcharged ns far as can be gathored are :—

& cents. on 86 cents. 36,000 3 cents. on 16 cents, 31,200

i i g8 5 #0000 8 + 10 -, 42,000




10 SraMrs 0F BEYCHELLES

Seventh Issue, 1002, Plate II.

Just about twelve months after the last issue there
followed another outbreak of surcharged varieties. The
valnes issuerd were 2 cents, on 4 cents., 30 conts, on' 75 cents.
30 cents. on 1 Rupee, 46 cents, on 1 Rupee and 45 cénti. on
2 Rupees 25 cents. The surcharge on the 2 cents. an 4 cents,
was as the previons fzsue, 12 millimetres in length, but in the
other four values the surcharge differs, being 15 millimeters

in length and the parallel lincg run through the Stamps.
As usual the work was badly done, az we find the type
defective, and the ink nsed very frecly, resnlting in many
cases o blurred impressions, also broken lotters and missing
lottors.  Tn the 30 cents, it will be found that the figum
60" dn the 80 is narrower in some copies than others; this
is only o varicty of po great value, and'in the 45 cents, on
2 Rupees 25 cents, a variety oceurs in the § being narrower

than in the ondinary type.

Eirhth Issue, 1003, King's Head.

Crown C. A. Perforated 14. Yalues Issued:—

Feombs, L. e Chestout and Groen.

-, L Dull Green.

B ok Carmine,

I Grey, Brownand Dull Green.
16 Ultramaringe,

18 . Bage Green and Carmine.

an Violet and Dull Green.

45 Brown and Carmine,

75 Yellow aml Violet.

1 Rupes G0 cents, Gray, Black and Carmine,

B o3 5 Mauve and Green.




STAMPS OF SETCUELLES. 11

This issue is the same as the frst isse, |'||1|.:I.' the l_rmu[u!
work where the hend of the King is F..rinh-d ix !1E||i_|; instead
of being o ground work of lines: there are also minor
varicty which oceurs in the 300 cents, value, the 0" in the
value toncheos the 0™ of the 30, whoreas it does not ocenr
in'any of the other valoes.

Also there are to be fonnd minor differences in the 15
conts and 456 conts.  The top point in the crown is under the
H of Seychelles, and in all the other values it 4 in the centre
of the spacing,

MNinth Issue, 1903, King's Head.

3 cents. on 15 congs. Ultramarine,

o r 18 sage Lireen aml Carmine,
i = 4 Brown and Carmine,

The sutcharges in this issoe are the same a8 in the 1901
igane, 12 milllmetres in length with two bars throngh the
original value. Tt is belicved, however, that the number
surcharped of the three values—was about 20,000 of each :
these were bought up by one man, who still holds most of
them.

In this surcharged issue, the 3 on 156 conts value, as given
above, is to be found back in the centre of the spacing.
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L, Hodgron, Printer, Duilley Hill, Bradlon,




ESTABLISHED AT THIS ADDRESS
SINCE 1877.

MARGOSCHIS BROS.,

Constitution Hill,

| BIRMINGHAM.
iy

British Colonial Stamps.

We have recently purchased the well known
collection of Mr. W, F. Hall, and are offering the whole
at very reasonable prices—in fact, the majority are priced
at Gibbon's carrent quotations less 50 ! discount. [Lists
are published in the ** STAMP COLLECTOR,” and a
free specimen copy will be sent on application.

The ““STAMP COLLECTOR" is now in its
Oth Year, and is the Official Journal to the Birmingham
Philatelic Society.

BriTiIsH CoLoNiaLs—KiMgs HEADSs,
SiNGLE C.A. WATERMARKS,

& Send us your Lists of WANTS,
&# We have a very fair STOCK.

LA e M N S










L. R, Stavtmiller

PHILATELIC
LITERATURE

137 King Street  Ashevilla, M, C.







